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Aches,  Sprains,  Bruises,  Stiffness,  Soreness, 
Neuralgia,  Lumbago,  Sciatica 

Day  after  day  some  kind  of  pain  stands  on  your  thres- 
hold. But  it  won't  stay  after  a  vigorous  rubbing  with 

St  Jacobs  Oil 

THE  GREAT  REMEDY  POR   PAIN 

W0  cannot  ht  without  St.  Jacobs  OH  injks  hatise,  as  it  wHl  rtliev0  pain  so  quickly 
ul  is  invaiuabU  for  so  many  thtngs. 
Yc 


L 


ours  respectfully,       (Mrs.)  D.  F.  Snydbr, 

Cooperstowrf,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y. 

TIm  50c  Bottle  Contains  3  Times  at  Much  >•  the  25c  Sixe 
AwaHei  SIX  GOLD  MEDALS  at  IttltffwitioaalEzpotiUMff«rW»ftk«  b«stpaiocv< 


The  Kalamazoo  Improved  Reinforced  Pressed 
Steel  Hand  Car  Wheel      ^ 

Is  the  most  economical  wheel 

Because  of  its  improved  construction; 
its  extra  thickness  of  metal  in  throat 
and  flange;  its  greater  strength,  due 
to  deep  corrugations  in  web ;  its  per- 
fect hub-fit,  absolutely  preventing 
loose  hubs;  its  interchangeability,  fit- 
ting any  make  of  car;  altogether 
making  it  the  best  all-around  wheel, 
which  will  last  twice  as  long  as  any 
other. 

Descriptive    circular    mailed    upon 
request. 


When   needing  a  VELOCIPEDE,  don't  forget  to  write  us  for  prices  on 

KALAMAZOO    VELOCIPEDES, 

For  we  make  the  larg- 
est variety  of  anybody 
in  the  business,  meet- 
ing almost  any  re- 
quirement; three  and 
four  wheel  steel  frame, 

I  three  wheel  wood  frame 

land  ball  bearing.    We 

'know   we    will   please 
you. 
if  you  can't  pay  cash  we'll  sell  you  on  the  installment  plan. 

KALAMAZOO  RAILWAY  SUPPLY  CO.,  ""iafK^^l'ja^r^n^S: 


3,000  Furniture  Bargains 

Ready  January  1st — On  Credit 

Our  Spring  Housefumishings  Sale  begins  January  1st  The  catalog  is 
ready  now.  It  pictures  3,000  things  for  the  home— things  we  sell  for  less 
than  anyone  else  in  America.    Write  now  for  the  book. 


Our  Amiual  Sale 

laefa  January  we  set  oat  a  new  edition 
ofihif  mammotbboolc.  It  is  liUed  with 
a  ayriad  tbinfft  for  tbe  borne  wblcb  we 
boQslit  at  special  reductions. 

It  sbows  tbontands  of  pieces  of  new* 
itrle  furniture  which  we  bought  from 
overstocked  m  akers.  It  pictures  count- 
lets  bargains  which  our  buyers  secured 
•t  almost  nnbelierable  prices.  Some- 
times tliey  bouff bt  up  whole  factory  out- 
puts to  get  tbem. 

All  of  these  barflralns— 3,000  oCthem— 
iff  pictured  in  this  biff  book.  And  we 
Absolutely  guarantee  you,  on  every  one, 
s  saving  of  15  to  SO  per  cent. 

We  want  every  bome-lover— oMcus- 
temers  and  new— to  get  this  Spring  B  ar- 
fiio  Book.  The  book  and  tbe  mailing 
are  free.  As  tbe  edition  is  limited. 
piease  write  for  yoor  copy  now. 

Pay  Am  Convenient 

Oar  customers— 000,000  of  tbem— all 
have  charge  accounts.  They  buy  what 
(bey  want  on  approral,  then  pay  a  little 
each  month,  we  allow  from  8  to  14 
■ontbs' credit  without  any  interest,  any 
iscnrity.  any  red  tape  or  publicity. 
Credit  prices  are  exactly  the  same  at 
lor  cash. 

We  invite  you  to  open  anch  aa  accoont 
■ere.  Anything  in  this  catalog  will  be 
ibipped  en  credit*  We  regard  people 
who  furnish  homes  as  reliable,  and 
tbcy  are  weloon-a  to  our  easiest  terms. 


Firnitara 

Carpets 

Rugs 

Draperies 

Stoves 

Ranges 

Pianos 


Silrerware 
Chinaware 
Graphophoaes 
WashiBf  Macliiiies 
Sewing  Machines 
BabyCabs 
Lamps  and  Qocks 


All  Sent  On  Approval 


30  Days^  Trial 

Anything  in  this  catalog  will  be  sent 
on  approval.  You  can  use  it  30  days 
before  decidtag  to  keep  it.  If  it  isn't 
satisfactory— if  it  isn't  a  bargain  which 
you  can't  match— return  the  article  to 
us.    We  will  pay  freight  both  ways. 

You  buy  here  without  any  risk.  We 
show  you  more  styles  than  any 
store  in  the  country.    We  quote  you 


nrlces  which  no  house  can  duplicate. 
We  send  goods  on  approval  and  sell 
them  OB  credit.  Do  you  wonder  that 
600.000  peopla  boy  their  honsefomish- 
ings  here. 

Dollar  Book  Free 

This  big  book,  with  the  postage,  fa 
rather  expensive,  for  it  pictures  9.000 
articles.  But.  if  you  think  that  anything:  < 
in  it  might  appeal  to  you.  we  are  glad 
to  maiUt  free. 

We  have  a  separate  book  showing  70 
styles  of  Stoves  and  Ranges— from  80c 
up.  If  you  want  this  Stove  Book  also 
let  us  know. 

Cut  out  this  coupon  and  sead  it  to  ns. 
and  the  big  Sprhig  Bargain  Book  will 
come  by  next  man.  Please  do  this  be- 
fore you  forget  it. 


Cut  Out  This  Coupon 

Spiofd^  May»  Stem  Co. 

1202  35th  Street,  Chicago 

rn  MalFme  the  Spring  Fomtshtngs 

rn  Mail  me  the  Stove  Catalog. 
Namu 


Pott  Office- 
Stale  


Saffgeta  B«l 

Spri^aadl 


Outfit- 


^TbiaoatAt  conaUta  of  a  beaatifal 
^Mnmed  panel  metal  bed.  mar. 
*t— a  vise  mprlnM  and  ai^eacelleot 
*"ttoe4op  mattreas. 
UfO-Complete  Bed  Ontflt. 
I*.6a.  Sl^flntpajroMBt.  75o 

UM  -  Deeorated  Panel  Bed  only. 
f  5a  ftfst  pajBM>at{  50o  monthly. 


High^Crade 
Kitchen  Cabinet 

This  attractively  de«iigned 
oabiaet  to  made  c^  aeaaoned 
hardwood  and  haa  oak  front.. 
Height.  O  inohea.  Base. 
44ilB  inohea. 
SW840-$1.«5   flrsi   pay- 

aMnt:  75o  monthly:  total 

price.  •9.40. 


Comfortable 
Morria  Rocker 

Thia  la  oar  latest  creation 
in  an  atUraotlve  Morria  Book, 
er;  ia  of  aolid  qaarter-aawed 
oak.  Seat  and  adlnaUble  back 
are  Qpholat«red  in  genuine' 
tabrioord  leather. 
a8H7«5-$1.85  flnt  pay. 

ment;  65o  monthly;  total 

prioe.  $7.»5. 


Magnifirenf  Pedestal 
l>iaing  Tahle    ^ 

Thto  table  ia  m«d«  of  the  hiahen 
gtede  aelect  aolid  oak  with  carved, 

Ciaaaive.  sraoefnlly  ahaped  legs  and 
eavy  olaw  •  knuckled   feet:   ia  42 
Inchea  in  diameter     We  aave  you 
at  least  iS.00  on  thia  table. 
ISLIOIS  — $1.50  firat  paymentt 
75o  monthly  paymenta;  total 
price,  $10.15. 


SPIEGEL,  MAY,  STERN  CO.,  1202  35th  Street,  Chicago,  IlL 
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LOOKING  BACK. 

NiNKTEBN  Hundred  and  Ten  with 
its  cares  and  worries,  its  sorrows 
and  its  joys  is  now  a  thing  of  the 
past.  Each  new  year  we  generally 
review  the  past  and  make  new  res- 
olutions for  the  future.  Let  each 
one  carefully  review  the  mistakes 
of  1910  and  firmly  resolve  now  not 
to  repeat  them  in  1911,  and  not  on- 
ly resolve,  but  determine  that  the 
same  will  not  be  overlooked  or  for- 
gotten. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  our  or- 
ganization for  1910,  there  is  much 
that  gives  us  pleasure.  We  com- 
menced the  year  with  a  band  of 
faithful  workers  on  our  field  forces, 
who  started  in  at  their  work  with  a 
vim  and  determination  to  obtain 
results  for  our  craft;  sowing  the 
seeds  of  hope  in  the  breast  of  many 
whom  adversity  had  made  well 
nigh  despondent  and  cheering  them 
on  their  way  with  a  promise  of  bet- 
ter things  to  come  through  thorough 
organization  and  persistent  effort. 
Wherever  these  conditions  were 
complied  with,  the  promises  have 
made  good  and  resulted  in  new  con- 


tracts and  agreements  with  in- 
creased pay  and  better  conditions. 
On  roads  not  now  under  contract, 
things  are  in  fair  shape  to  get  them 
in  the  near  future. 

During  the  year  1910  we  have 
had  two  strikes  to  contend  with, 
one  on  the  Southern  Pacific,  which 
is  still  in  effect.  It  did  not  secure 
to  our  people  any  benefits  direct  but 
indirectly  it  has  been  beneficial  in 
many  ways.  Another  strike  was  on 
the  D.  &  H.  This  lasted  for  six 
weeks  and  was  a  victory  for  the  em- 
ployes and  brought  them  increased 
wages  and  much  improved  condi- 
tions with  a  full  recognition  of  the 
rights  of  the  workers  to  make  a  bar- 
gain for  their  labor. 

The  eightJi  biennial  convention 
at  Boston  in  1910  was  one  of  the 
most  successful  that  we  ever  held 
and  cleared  off  many  matters  for 
the  benefit  of  the  craft  as  a  whole. 
The  formation  of  the  Ladies'  Aux- 
iliary in  direct  aflSliation  with  the 
Brotherhood  was  a  step  in  this  di- 
rection and  places  that  valuable 
adjunct  to  the  Brotherhood  on  a 
firm  basis  in  complete  harmgny 
with  the  parent  body.     Let  us  each 
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one  resolve  this  new  year  to  re- 
double our  efforts*  to  advance  the 
best  interest  of  our  craft,  putting 
behind  us  and  forgetting  the  dis- 
appointments of  1910  and  with  the 
bright  star  of  hope  guiding  us  ever 
upward  and  onward  to  greater 
achievement.  . 

Come  then,  O  care  I    O  grief!    O  woe ! 

0  trouble!    Mighty  in  yonr  kind, 

1  have  a  balm  ye  ne'er  can  know, 

A  hopeful  mind.  F.  Vani. 


SAPEGUARD  YOUR  LIVES. 

During  the  past  year  in  which 
the  interstate  congress  commission- 
ers made  their  report,  there  were 
killed  on  the  railroads  of  this  coun- 
try 10,318  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren, that  is  one  for  every  fifty 
minutes  in  each  hour  of  every  day 
in  the  3*$5  of  those  twelve  months, 
and  of  that  number  8,470,  or  ten 
each  day,  were  employes ;  they  were 
your  brothers,  your  fathers,  your 
sons  and  your  next  door  neighbors 
who  were  killed.  In  the  same  year 
there  were  105,234  i)eople  injured, 
or  one  in  each  five  minutes  of  every 
hour  in  the  865  days  of  the  year. 
Of  that  number  88,867  were  em- 
ployes. Railroad  men,  think  of  it ! 
80  per  cent  of  the  i)eople  injured 
were  employes,  not  passengers,  not 
outsiders,  but  just  we  common  rail- 
road employes.  What  do  you  think 
of  that  for  a  ghastly  record  in  a  bus- 
iness which  advertises  itself  to  be 
safe?  Yet  in  the  face  of  this  there 
are  thousands  of  miles  of  railroad 
tracks  that  are  now  being  looked 
after  by  the  foremen  alone.  Oould 
you  expect  anything  •  else?  One 
road  in  particular,  so  the  newspaper 
reporters  say,  has  issued  an  order 
limiting  the  speed  of  trains  on  their 


lines  because  of  poor  trackage.  Is 
there  any  excuse  for  this?  Why 
should  there  not  be  inspectors  whose 
business  it  would  be  to  look  after 
these  death  traps,  as  they  can  be 
called  nothing  else?  Nearly  every 
institution  and  line  of  industry  llUve 
their  inspectors  to  safeguard  the 
lives  of  employes  and  others  who 
use  the  same,  but  in  this  one  im- 
portant industry  nothing  has  been 
done.  In  the  December  Advocate 
you  will  notice  a  resolution  was  in- 
troduced by  Vice-President  Vurpia 
and  unanimously  concurred  in  by 
delegates  to  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  asking  for  this  pro- 
tection. Now,  it  is  up  to  the  rank 
and  file  of  all  railroad  workers  to 
see  that  this  is  made  into  law,  and 
one  of  the  best  methods  I  know  of 
is  to  take  the  matter  up  with  your 
congressmen  and  U.  S.  senators. 
Public  sentiment  carries  a  great 
weight  with  these  men  when  it 
comes  to  enacting  legislation  and 
this  is  a  matter  of  vital  importance 
in  which  you  are  very  much  inter- 
ested and  it  is  your  duty  to  attend 
to  it  promptly. 


GET  BUSY. 


Why  is  it  that  we  pick  up  paper 
after  paper  and  read  the  railroad 
news  in  particular,  and  seldom  see 
anything  pertaining  to  the  mainte- 
nance-of- way  employes  except  when 
one  is  killed,  then  notice  is  to  be 
had. 

If  you  ever  expect  to  be  known 
or  noticed  in  this  world  of  affairs  it 
is  time  you  were  up  and  doing. 
Make  yourself  known  and  get  your 
name  in  the  papers ;  why  hide  your 
light  under  a  bushel?. 
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In  the  old  days  when  trackmen 
were  known  only  as  Jerries  and 
other  ridiculous  names,  there  may 
have  been  some  excuse  for  hiding 
your  identity,  but  today  when  all 
thinking  men  who  have  given  the 
subject  any  consideration,  are  free 
to  acknowledge  that  the  men  in  the 
maintenance  -  of  -  way  department 
fill  an  important  and  responsible 
position,  that  to  their  watchful  care 
and  attention,  depend  the  life  and 
limb  of  the  traveling  public. 

At  the  recent  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  held 
in  St.  Louis,  Vice-President  Vurpia 
introduced  a  resolution  for  official 
recognition  of  your  responsibilities 
by  the  government,  as  well  as  the 
railway  companies.  This  resolu- 
tion was  unanimously  adopted  by 
the  convention,  who  instructed  the 
executive  council  to  see  that  a  bill 
along  these  lines  should  be  intro- 
duced in  congress  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 

It  is  now  the  duty  of  every  mem- 
ber to  see  to  it  that  the  congress- 
man in  his  district  should  give  sup- 
port to  this  bill.  Before  the  elec- 
tions when  you  had  something  to 
give — your  vote — these  men  made 
promises  that  they  would  support 
legislation  for  your  future  welfare. 
Place  this  matter  squarely  before 
them  now  and  see  if  they  will  make 
good.  The  resolution  was  printed 
in  the  December  Advocate.  Let 
everyone  get  busy  now  and  have 
this  bill  put  through  by  congress. 

In  advising  you  to  take  political 
action  to  secure  your  rights,  is  not 
a  departure  from  our  established 
rule  to  recognize  no  i)olitical  party 
or  faction.  Congress  is  the  law- 
maker of  the  country  and  as  sucli 


makes  laws  for  the  democrat,  re- 
publican, populist,  socialist  and  all 
the  various  parties.  It  is  the  law 
of  the  nation.  You  have  a  perfect 
right  to  petition  the  party  in  pow- 
er without  respect  to  party.  This 
is  for  a  principle  and  affects  all 
parties  and  all  creeds,  so  let  every 
brother  do  his  duty  for  the  common 
good  and  as  soon  as  this  mea-sure 
becomes  law,  you  will  be  recog- 
nized and  acknowledged  by  the 
world  at  large  for  what  you  are,  the 
guardian  and  caretaker  of  the  very 
foundation  upon  which  are  built  up 
our  stupendous  railway  systems. 


AN  ERA   or  PROGRESS. 

LivM  of  great  men  all  remind  us 
We  can  make  oar  lives  snblime. 
And  departing  leave  behind  us, 
Footprints  on  the  sand  of  time. 
Footprints  that  perhaps  another 
Sailing  o'er  life's  solemn  main, 
Some  forlorn  and  shipwrecked  brother 
Seeing,  may  take  heart  again. 

—Longfellow. 

What  a  world  of  truth  there  is 
in  the  above  lines  if  we  will  but  go 
beneath  the  surface  and  think. 
There  is  but  very  little  originality 
after  all  in  man ;  we  are  following 
in  the  footsteps  of  those  who  have 
gone  before.  ^ 

This  is  particularly  true  of  labor 
leaders  who  are  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  those  whose  work  has 
been  most  successful,  side  stepping 
and  dodging  the  many  pitfalls  that 
block  the  way  to  advancement. 

The  aborigines  first  crossed  the 
continent,  marking  their  way  on 
rocks  and  trees,  and  the  white  pi- 
oneers followed  the  footsteps  of  the 
red  men.  Then  came  the  engineer 
with  transit  and  level  and  laid  out 
a  road  along  the  lines  of  least  re- 
sistance, following  in    the  footsteps 
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of  his  predecessor  and  each  added 
the  result  of  knowledge  gained  to 
his  rout«  thus  perfecting  and  im- 
proving on  that  of  his  predecessor, 
with  his  often  crude  and  uncouth 
methods. 

Organized  labor  originally  had 
but  one  weai)on  of  defense  and  of- 
fense, the  strike,  but  time  and  ex- 
perience has  taught  a  lesson  that 
this  method  was  crude  and  expen- 
sive to  the  worker  as  well  as  to  the 
employer  and  now  this  means  is  but 
little  used, except  in  extreme  cases 
and  tlien  only  as  a  last  resort. 


ADVANCE  ON  C  i  N.-W.  RY. 

We  are  advised  that  the  follow- 
ing advance  in  wages  for  monthly 
men  has  been  made  on  the  Chicago 
and  Northwestern  Railway,  taking 
effect  September  1,  1910,  as  a  di- 
rect result  of  the  formation  of  a 
local  lodge  in  our  organisation  at 
Chicago. . 

Interlocking  department — Lamp- 
men,  advance  of  $5  per  month ;  bat- 
tery men  $10;  interlocking  repair- 
men $5;  interlocking  foremen  $10. 

Bridge  and  building  department 
— B.  &  B.  carpenter  foremen  $10. 

There  wil  be  no  question  in  the 
minds  of  our  members  who  are  re- 
ceiving these  benefits  almost  with- 
out asking  for  them,  to  know  that 
it  pays  to  organize. 


Some  members  become  easily  dis- 
couraged and  a  great  many  pay 
their  dues  today  and  expect  the 
Order  to  get  them  better  conditions 
tomorrow.  To  these  it  can  be  said 
it  takes  time  to  construct  all  good 
things  and  on  joining  they  should 
join  to  stay  or  show  the  white  feath- 
er beforehand. 


NAN'S  INHUMANITY  TO  NAN. 

Our  Grand  Lodge  is  often  blamed 
for  being  slow  in  transacting  its 
business.  In  many  cases  this  re- 
proach is  wholly  unmerited.  Every- 
one at  headquarters  tries  hard  to 
give  dispatch  to  everything  coming 
to  us.  . 

To  illustrate  what  we  sometimes 
have  to  contend  with,  I  will  relate 
an  incident.  On  October  21,  1910, 
we  received  notice  that  one  of  our 
insured  brothers  had  died  on  Sep- 
tember 14,  1910.  On  October  22  a 
claim  sheet  was  sent  to  the  widow 
and  beneficiary  of  our  deceased 
brother  to  be  filled  out  by  her,  and 
on  the  same  day  a  blank  form  was 
sent  to  the  secretary  of  the  lodge 
in  which  deceased  had  been  a  mem- 
ber, and  requested  that  it  be  given 
immediate  attention  and  returned 
to  headquarters  to  complete  the 
record.  On  October  26  the  widow 
returned  the  claim  sheet  properly 
filled  out  and  everything  was  com- 
plete, but  as  yet  no  word  had  been 
received  from  the  secretary  regard- 
ing the  form.  A  second  letter  was 
sent  to  him  calling  attention  to  the 
former  letter  of  Oct.  22  and  urging 
an  answer  in  order  that  the  claim 
may  be  passed  on  promptly.  On 
November  8,  third  letter  was  sent 
to  the  secretary,  making  the  same 
request.  Neither  of  these  letters 
have  been  returned  by  the  postoflBce 
department  so  the  natural  supposi- 
tion is  that  they  had  been  taken 
from  the  postoflice  by  the  party  to 
whom  they  were  addressed. 

At  the  present  writing,  this  form 
has  not  been  returned  by  the  sec- 
retary, and  the  widow,  tired  of 
waiting  so  long,  thinks  that  she  has 
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been  neglected  and  writes  to  know 
why.  Perhaps,  poor  woman,  she 
may  need  this  money  badly  to  pro- 
vide the  necessaries  of  life  for  her 
family.  She  does  not  say  so,  but 
she  is  certainly  entitled  to  receive 
the  sympathy  and  all  the  assistance 
that  can  be  given  to  her  in  her 
hour  of  dire  need,  more  especially 
from  the  members  of  the  lodge 
where  her  husband  had  held  his 
membership  for  so  long.  She,  per- 
haps, and  others  who  are  not  cog- 
nizant of  the  true  facts,  are  laying 
the  blame  to  Grand  Lodge,  whereas, 
the  fault,  if  there  be  any,  should 
be  charged  to  the  men  who  were 
his  comrades  and  fellow  members 
in  his  lodge  who  have  forgotten  the 
sacred  obligation  they  took  at  our 
altar  to  study  and  apply  the  golden 
rule. 

1  do  not  think  that  any  man 
would  willfully  embarass  the  poor 
bereaved  widow  in  this  way  if  he 
thought  twice  on  what  he  was  do- 
ing. It  is  the  supreme  indifference 
that  seems  to  be  the  leading  char- 
acteristic of  many  of  the  employes 
in  the  maintenance-of-way  depart- 
ment. They  have  neither  time  nor 
the  inclination  to  sympathize  with 
the  troubles  of  others ;  their  spare 
time  is  occupied  contemplating 
troubles  of  their  own,  which,  in  a 
majority  of  cases  are  entirely  vis- 
ionary or  the  result  of  their  own 
indifference  and  neglect. 


The  convicts  of  the  Ohio  peniten- 
tiary have  been  granted  the  eight- 
hour  day.  Why  not  grant  this  to 
all  free  American  citizens?  Are 
the  convicts  better  than  the  free 
men?  Must  the  worker  commit  a 
crime  to  secure  the  eight-hour  day. 


A  XUMBBR  of  complaints  have 
been  received  from  our  members 
that  they  are  not  getting  their  Ad- 
vocATB.  We  have  investigated  a 
number  of  these  complaints  and 
find  that  in  moat  cases  the  fault 
lies  with  the  member  having  failed 
to  notify  us  of  his  change  of  address 
and  he  also  failed  to  make  any  ar- 
rangement for  having  his  mail  for- 
warded from  the  old  address,  with 
which  of  course  we  were  not  in  any 
way  responsible.  The  Advocate  is 
mailed  regularly  to  every  member 
on  our  mailing  list  and  if  they  do 
not  get  it,  we  would  like  to  know. 

The  November  and  December  is- 
sues were  several  days  late  from 
various  causes,  the  principal  one 
was  holding  the  forms  op^n  for  be- 
lated correspondence,  but  com- 
mencing with  the  new  year  we  will 
discontinue  this  practice  of  holding 
the  forms  open  and  all  letters  for 
publication  must  be  in  St.  Louis  by 
the  15th  of  each  month  to  insure 
their  appearing  in  the  next  issue. 
The  Advocate  will  be  printed  and 
mailed  not  later  than  the  8rd  of 
each  month,  and  any  member  not 
receiving  his  copy  will  confer  a  fa- 
vor by  addressing  a  postal  card  and 
informing  us  of  tlie  fact  so  that  we 
may  investigate. 


Tampa,  Florida,  is  also  having  a 
labor  war  where  8,000  cigarmakers 
are  on  strike  for  better  wages  and 
working  conditions.  They  have  ar- 
rested the  advisory  board,  seized 
the  books  of  the  union  to  prevent 
the  collecting  of  benefits,  closed 
the  Labor  Temple  and  placed  a  pla- 
card on  the  door  which  reads,  "This 
place  closed  for  all  time."  This  is 
what  is  called  tyranny. 
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WHAT  OIHiANIZATION  MEANS. 

Some  time  ago  a  (committee  of 
maiiitenance-of-way  employes  on 
the  Chicago  and  Western  Indiana 
waited  on  their  officials  and  pre- 
sented a' schedule  for  adoption. 

After  a  number  of  conferences 
had  been  had,  an  increase  was 
granted  ranging  from  6  to  20  per 
cent  over  the  existing  rates  and  it 
was  agreed  to,  both  by  the  company 
and  the  committee,  that  this  agree- 
ment would  remain  in  force  until 
either  the  committee  or  the  com- 
pany gave  the  other  party  to  the 
contract  thirty  days'  notice  if  a  re- 
vision was  desired. 

On  November  the  11th,  the  com- 
I)any  reduced  the  working  hours 
from  ten  to  nine  hours  and  thus 
violated  their  agreement,  which 
was  at  once  promptly  resented  by 
the  men,  who  sent  their  committee 
to  see  Mr.  Lee,  the  chief  engineer, 
with  regard  to  it. 

The  meeting  with  Mr.  Lee  was 
not  satisfactory  to  the  committee 
and  on  December  2,  at  a  mass  meet- 
ing of  the  employes  it  was  unani- 
mously voted  to  send  the  company 
an  ultimatum  either  to  live  up  to 
tl^eir  agreement  and  give  a  thirty 
days'  notice  of  any  changes  desired, 
or  the  men  would  suspend  work  at 
once. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  tliis  notice 
from  its  employes,  the  company  re- 
ceded from  the  position  they  had 
taken  and  restored  the  ten-hour 
day  and  reaffirmed  their  desire  to 
stand  by  their  former  agreement 
entered  into  by  them  with  their 
employes. 

The  foregoing  emphasizes  very 
forcibly  what  we  have  always  writ- 


ten and  said,  that  unorganized  men 
are  often  at  the  mercy  of  unscrupu- 
lous officials  who  act  in  such  mat- 
ters without  higher  authority  in  an 
effort  to  advance  their  own  inter- 
ests fully  as  much  or  more  than  the 
interests  of  the  company,  which 
proves  conclusively  that  the  only 
security  a  workman  has  is  to  organ- 
ize and  place  the  sale  of  their  labor 
in  the  hands  of  a  wide  awake  com- 
mittee. 

Had  the  men  on  the  Chicago  and 
Western  Indiana  not  been  thor- 
oughly organized  they  would  have 
been  forced  to  submit  to  this  cut  in 
hours  which  is  the  same  as  a  cut  in 
the  rates  and  later  if  this  had  not 
been  protested,  a  further  ^eduction 
would  have  been  made. 

The  same  applies  in  all  sections 
of  the  country  and  to  all  lines  of 
railway.  The  only  hope  the  main- 
tenance-of-way  employes  have,  is 
to  organize  and  resist  unjust  re- 
ductions in  the  earning  capacity  of 
the  workers. 


Our  advertising  contract  with  W. 
N.  Gates,  of  Cleveland,  O.,  having 
expired,  it  has  been  decided  that 
in  the  future  all  contracting  on  ac- 
count of  advertising  will  be  done 
by  ourselves,  providing  that  the 
government  will  permit  us  to  carry 
any  advertisements  at  all. 

The  postmaster  general  and 
President  Taft  have  conferred  and 
agreed  upon  what  they  want  and 
have  asked  congress  to  enact  such 
legislation  as  will  make  their  wishes 
law. 


Be  sure  to  think  about  your  dues 
now,  as  they  become  due  on  Janu- 
ary 5,  1911. 
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What  would  be  the  consequences 
if  every  worker  were  to  remain  idle 
for  a  week  or  a  month?  Have  you 
ever  stopped  to  think,  feHow-work- 
er,  that  such  an  act  would  be  a 
more  terrible  catastrophe  than  civil 
war,  earthquakes,  or  pestilence; 
that  those  who  survived  starvation 
would  die  of  disease.  If  the  wheels 
of  industry  ceased  to  revolve  the 
immeasurable  riches  of  the  few 
would  be  useless. 

It  is  the  labor  of  the  horny  hand- 
ed toilers  who  make  life  a  pleasure 
possible  to  the  balance  of  the  hu- 
man family.  It  is  the  sweat  of  the 
toiler  that  creates  the  millions  and 
it  is  only  his  lack  of  action  that 
prevents  his  securing  a  greater  por- 
tion for  himself.  This  is  particu- 
larly true  on  our  railways  where 
men  doing  the  hardest  and  heaviest 
kind  of  work,  (subject  to  more  dan- 
gerous conditions  as  statistics  prove 
l)eyond  any  doubt,  than  the  ordi- 
nary trades)  still,  by  reason  of  our 
indifference  and  neglect,  the  men 
in  the  various  departments  of  a 
railway  do  not  receive  either  the 
wages  or  the  consideration  accorded 
to  many  others  outside  of  the  rail- 
way service. 

When  all  the  various  workers  in 
the  railw^ay  service  get  together  and 
join  hands  in  making  just  demands 
for  a  more  fitting  remuneration  for 
their  hazardous  work,  they  will  get 
it.  Concentration  of  forces  and 
effort  will  prevail  over  the  most 
stubborn. 

We  do  not  envy  the  president,  or 
the  vice-president,  nor  the  manager 
and  his  superintendents  of  our  rail- 
ways the  salaries  that  they  receive 
but  they  cannot  earn  it  only  as  they 
succeed    in    keeping  under  control 


the  demands  of  the  workers  under 
them.  It  costs  shareholders  much 
less  to  pay  big  salaries  to  the  offi- 
cials who  can  operate  their  railways 
cheaper  than  if  the  workmen  are 
paid  a  fair  wage  for  tlieir  labor. 
The  workman  is  getting  his  educa- 
tion now;  he  is  learning  fast  how  to 
concentrate  and  reserve  a  portion 
of  his  energy  for  his  own  advance- 
ment and  welfare. 


Some  ,time  ago  we  received  in- 
formation that  a  meeting  had  been 
held  in  Hartford,  Oonn.,  on  Octo- 
ber 4  and  5,  by  an  organization 
calling  themselves  **The  Railway 
Trackforemen  of  America." 

During  the  proceedings,  one  T. 
M.  Orowley  was  introduced  to  the 
members  as  an  organizer  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railway  Freight 
Handlers,  and  a  representative  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L. 

Having  our  doubts  as  to  the  stand- 
ing of  this  gentleman,  the  editor 
wrote  Bro.  P.  J.  Flannery,  Inter- 
national President  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  Railway  Freight  Handlers 
with  regard  to  him,  and  under  date 
of  November  1  Brother  Flannery 
writes  that  **Mr.  Orowley  is  not 
now,  nor  has  he  ever  been  connect- 
ed with  this  organization." 

I  also  wrote  Bro.  Franlv  Morrison, 
Secretary  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  as- 
certain his  status  on  the  Federation. 
Under  date  of  December  8,  I  am 
in  receipt  of  a  reply  stating  that 
after  investigation  he  cannot  find 
that  Mr.  Orowley  appear?  on  the 
list  of  organizers,  but  that  there  is 
a  Mr.  Orowley,  member  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Central  Labor  Union 
of  Hartford. 

Brother  Morrison  is   taking  it  up 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


with  the  central  body  of  Hartford 
and  we  may  perhaps  have  more  in- 
formation with  regard  to  this  gen- 
tleman than  we  have  at  the  present 
time.  He  was  not  acting,  however, 
ill  an  oflBcial  capacity  for  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  so  far  as  the  head  office  is  con- 
cerned and  was  not  there  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Railway  Freight  Handlers  in  any 
capacity. 


The  joint  protective  boards  of  the 
C.  N.,  0.  P.  and  G.  T.  P.  Railways 
are  meeting  with  the  conciliation 
boards  appointed  by  the  govern- 
ment under  the  Lemieuz  Act.  The 
meetings  are  being  held  at  Toronto 
and  Montreal  where  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  railways  are  situated. 

A  vast  amount  of  evidence  has 
been  secured  by  the  different  joint 
protective  boards  to  use  in  present- 
ing their  claims  for  an  advance  in 
wages  and  better  conditions.  Pre- 
vious to  the  sitting  of  the  board,  a 
great  portion  of  their  claims  for  im- 
proved conditions  had  been  accept- 
ed by  the  officials  of  the  different 
companies  so  that  they  will  not 
have  to  be  placed  before  the  con- 
ciliation board. 

An  era  of  prosperity  is  sweeping 
over  the  country  and  those  alive  to 
the  changed  financial  conditions  are 
pressing  to  the  front  with  claims 
for  a  fair  share  of  the  increase  and 
meeting  with  much  success  in  their 
mission.  What  is  being  done  on 
your  road,  brother,  or  are  you  wait- 
ing until  the  enginemen,  firemen, 
conductors,  trainmen,  telegraphers, 
switchmen,  and  all  others  have  had 
their  demands  satisfied  before  you 
make  yours?  If  you  are  one  of  the 
waiters,    disappointment    will    be 


your  chief  gain.  When  you  do  ge 
you  will  be  met  with  the  response 
from  the  officials  that  they  have 
divided  up  all  they  had  to  give, 
and  supposed  that  you  were  satis- 
fied as  you  had  made  no  demand. 


In  the  current  issue  of  the  Advo- 
cate there  is  illustrated  an  inven- 
tion by  one  of  our  members  for  the 
purpose  of  spacing  ties  that  have 
become  displaced  by  reason  of  track 
derailment  or  from  any  other  cause. 

We  have  not  seen  Brother  Puck- 
ett's  device  except  as  it  appears  in 
the  picture,  but  from  the  descrip- 
tion given  by  him  we  feel  sure  that 
it  is  a  good  one,  and  one  that  will 
be  appreciated  by  our  members,  or 
others  who  have  spacing  of  ties  to 
do. 

During  my  active  work  as  a  road- 
master,  I  have  had  to  do  considera- 
ble of  this  kind  of  work  and  have 
found  it  to  be  very  costly  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  we  had  no  tools 
other  than  the  pick,  shovel,  lining 
bar  and  sledge  to  do  it  with. 

If  our  members  will  call  the  at- 
tention of  their  roadmasters  or  su- 
perintendent to  this  device,  they 
will  be  doing  al  good  service  to 
Brother  Puckett,  and  at  the  same 
time  help  themselves,  if  they  are 
fortunate  enough  to  have  the  road- 
master  order  them  for  use  on  sec- 
tions. 


In  making  up  the  list  of  dele- 
gates for  publication  in  the  Octo- 
ber issue  we  failed  to  show  that 
Selma  Lodge  No.  281  and  Anniston 
Lodge  No  375  were  represented  at 
Boston  by  D.  B.  Langley.  This 
error  was  due  to  an  oversight  in 
making  up  the  report. 
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PBIZe  WINNERS. 

The  prize  winners  for  the  month 
of  December  are  as  follows : 

Journal  Agents — **Bangor  and 
Aroostook, "  page  784. 

Members — ''Southern  Pacific, " 
Certificate  No.  93786,  page  787. 

Organizers — *'SeaboardAir  Line" 
H.  B.  Stokes,  page  776. 

Girls — ''Buchanan,  Va.,  Little 
Buchanan  Girl,  page  801. 

Ladies — "Salem,  Mass.,"  Mrs. M. 
Hart,  page  803. 

Again  there  was  only  one  letter 
from  the  boys,  so  no  competition. 
Gome  boys,  wake  up  and  let  us  hear 
from  you  and  get  one  of  the  prizes. 

If  those  winning  the  prizes  will 
kindly  intimate  which  of  the  prizes 
they  desire,  same  will  be  forward- 
ed to  them  projnptly. 


Kingston,  Ont. 


LAiM>R  BUREAU. 


E.  De  Decker  sends  in  the  following 
for  Labor  Bureau,  in  his  letter  dated 
November  18,  1910: 

**T.  H.  Nichols,  roadmaster  of  Revel- 
stoke,  B.  C,  Canada,  has  five  vacancies 
for  good  section  foremen.  Any  good 
foreman  wishing  a  position  should  com- 
municate to  above  address." 


Recently  a  circular  letter,  also  a 
copy  of  "The  Industrial  disputes 
Investigation  Act"  now  in  force  in 
Canada  was  sent  to  each  secretary 
of  the  local  lodges  requesting  you 
to  take  this  up  with  your  congress- 
man and  senator.  There  is  no  rea- 
son why  we  cannot  have  an  act  of 
this  kind  in  the  United  States.  It 
is  up  to  you  to  act  if  you  want  it. 
Public  sentiment  is  what  is  needed 
to  get  it.  Do  not  wait  until  some 
future  time  but  write  him  now. 


Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  :  A  few 
words  only  to  wish  each  and  all  of  you, 
with  this  issue  of  our  Advocate,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  bright  New  Year,  a 
very  happy  and  prosperous  season.  May 
the  year  1911  bring  into  the  home  and 
life  of  each  of  you,  all  joy  and  the  bless- 
ings invaluable  of  health,  happiness  and 
prosperity. 

We  hope,  with  the  beginning  of  this 
new  year,  to  have  received  the  award 
of  the  commissioners  in  the  investiga- 
tions recently  held  for  the  Canadian 
Pacific,  Canadian  Northern  and  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific  Railways,  and  that  our 
good  brothers  on  these  lines  will  receive 
a  generous  increase  in  their  salaries, 
thus  starting  the  new  year  with  a  fair 
share  of  the  good  things  which  they  have 
worked  so  hard  to  produce  for  the  com- 
panies by  which  they  are  employed. 

I  wish  to  thank  these  good  and  faith- 
ful correspondents  for  their  letters,  and 
for  the  good  wishes  contained  in  them, 
and  again  with  a  hearty  and  sincere  wish 
for  a  very  happy  and  prosperous  new 
year  for  each  and  all  of  you,  I  am,  yours 
fraternally,  A.  B.  Lowe, 

President. 


Let  every  local  lodge  secretary 
make  an  effort  to  have  the  ni^eni- 
bers  of  his  lodge  pay  up  their  dues 
for  the  first  half  of  1911  so  as  to  be 
ready  to  start  the  year  with  a  full 
membership.  Also  let  every  indi- 
vidual member  try  to  get  one  new 
member.  Let  every  member  make 
himself  a  special  organizer  untl  get 
after  tlie  non. 


Our  duty  to  (mrselves  and  to  our 
own  cause  as  well  as  our  o])Iigation 
to  reciprocate  the  support  given  us, 
requires  that  we  should  give  more 
support  to  our  organization.  Let 
us  do  our  duty  in  this  respect. 

8u])scribe  for  tlie  Advocate. 
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ROLL  or  HONOR. 


During  the  period  from  November 
19,  1910,  to  December  19,  1910, 
local  lodge  secretaries  have  sent  in 
the  following  new  applications: 

NO.  NAME  INCREASE 

142  Chicago,  lU 31 

8  May9ville»  Ky 22 

146  Chicago,  111 17 

20  Whitehall,  N.  Y 16 

111  Huntington,  W.  Va 12 

36  Columbia,  S.  C 11 

120  Boston,  Mass 10 

226  Mt.  Sterling,  Ky -  8 

114  S.  Saskatoon,  Sask 8 

231  Heron  Bay,  Ont 7 

We  have  had  complaint  made  by 
several  brothers  that  they  are  not 
credited  in  the  Advocate  for  new 
members  secured  by  thenr\,  but  that 
the  lodge  secretary  is  given  credit 
for  same.  Now,  unless  the  local 
secretary  advises  us,  when  he  makes 
each  remittance,  who  secured  the 
new  members,  we  have  no  means 
of  knowing,  and  the  fact  that  each 
new  name  sent  in  by  the  local  sec- 
retary must  have  been  secured  by 
one  or  the  other  of  the  members  of 
the  lodge,  the  lodge  has  been  given 
credit.  We  are  quite  willing  and 
anxious  to  give  credit  where  it  is 
due  if  we  are  advised  of  it. 

Brother  De  Decker  is  still  on  top 
of  the  roll  of  our  field  forces  with 
142  new  members,  with  Bro.  M.  J. 
Powers  close  behind.  Brothers  De 
Decker  and  Powers  have  each  in- 
creased the  number  of  new  men 
initiated  during  the  month,  al- 
though on  most  roads  at  this  season 
our  people  are  saving  what  money 
they  can  from  their  small  earnings 
to  add  to  the  pleasures  of  their  lit- 
tle <mes  at  Christmas  and  New 
Year. 


E.  DeDecker 142    W.  V.  Tumbnll..  .22 

M.  J.  Powers 96    H.  B.  Stokes.       17 

T.  C.  Powers 66    S.  Riccio 16 

W.  S.  Powell 36    O.  Peterson 13 

J.  T.  Layne 83    W.  H.  Hull  11 

Gus  Wright 30    J.  S.  Johnson. -.  8 

M.  H.  Jones 24 

Individual  effort  has  added  eight 
more  names  to  our  roll.  I  did  not 
find  your  name  among  those  sent 
in,  brother.  Why?  Are  there  no 
non- members  in  your  neighborhood. 
What  about  that  man  on  the  next 
section?  Commence  the  new  year 
right  and  determine  to  leave  no 
stone  unturned  to  build  up  a  solid 
organization  on  your  road.  If  **^ 
would  do  this  the  result  would  be 
surprising. 

W.  B.  NichoUs,  Hinton,  W.Va 

P.  F.  MuUer,  Blue  Island,  111 

C.  W.  Manes,  Knoxville,  Tenn 

G.  W.  Rimmer,  Richlands,  Va 

P.  Larrivee,  Widdifield,  Ont 

New  members  from  November  19, 
1910,  to  December  19,  1910,  in- 
clusive : 

United  States ^^^ 

Canada 249 


Total 


OBITUARY, 


KENNEDY— October.  1910,  at  Upper 
Clements,  N.  S.,  Canada,  Bro.  J"- 
Kennedy  of  Digby  Lodge  No.  634. 

TYNAN— December,  1910,  at  Marengp* 
111.,  Bro.  Jas.  Tynan  of  SUr  Ligat 
Lodge  No.  327. 

HAY— December  6,  1910,  Wesley  Hay, 
secretary  Cherokee  Lodge  No.  462, 
Cherokee,  la.,  .killed  by  locomotive. 

HAIDUKIWELL— November,  1910,  at 
Gardner,  Mass.,  Bro.  Peter  Haiduki- 
well  of  Fitchburg  Sodge  No.  400. 

Let  us  make  the  coming  year  1911 
the  greatest  in  the  history  of  the 
Order.    It  can  be  done  by  all  pay- ' 
ing  their  dues  promptly. 
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THE  BROTHERHOOD  THERI10I1ETER. 


Clyboum  Lodge  No.  246  is  still  climbing  and, 
notwithstanding  that  they  released  75  members  to 
form  a  new  lodge,  they  are  still  at  the  head  of  the 
stem  with  381  members.  Boston  Lodge  No.  120  is 
also  climbing  and  retains  second  place  with  283 
members.  Pitchburg  Lodge  No.  400  remains  in  third 
position  with  218  members,  as  also  does  Kanawha 
Lodge  No.  Ill  with  218  members.  Chicago  Ter- 
minal Transfer  Lodge  No.  144  has  jumped  ahead  of 
Prairie  Lodge  No.  145  this  mouth,  their  positions 
being  reversed.  Chicago  and  Western  Indiana  Lodge 
No.  146  retains  seventh  position.  Concord  Lodge  No. 
78  and  Sifton  Lodge  No.  379  have  reversed  positions 
also  this  month.  Kenova  Lodge  No.  67  has  jumped 
from  second  position  in  the  bulb  to  tenth  place 
in  the  stem. 

We  are  looking  for  a  number  of  changes  in  po- 
sition next  month,  owing  to  the  dues-paying  period. 
Richlands  Lodge  No.  273  still  stands  at  the  head  of 
the  lodges  in  the  bulb.  Cartier  Lodge  No.  237  has 
dropped  two  points  this  month.  Greensboro  Lodge 
No.  87  retains  same  place.  Nashua  Lodge  No.  76 
jumps  from  eighteenth  place  on  December  to  fourth 
position  in  this  issue.  Lodges  No.  285,  150,  187,  467, 
102,  64,  244  and  283  retain  the  same  position  this 
month  as  last.  Springfield  Lodge  No.  283  and 
Champlain  Lodge  No.  20  are  new  this  month  on  the 
•Honor  Roll. 

NUlfBER  NAME  MElfBEBS 

273 Richlands 164 

237 Cartier 161 

87 Greensboro 150 

76 Nashua 147 

285 Worcester  147 

150 Scioto 145 

187 Farnham 144' 

467 Eagle  Bridge 139 

102 Ronceverte 135 

64 St.  Johnsbury 130 

244 North  Bay 129 

19 Radford 128 

283 Springfield 128 

8 Limestone  128 

41 Clinton 124 

20 Champlain 124 

278 Hoosac  Tunnel 124 

125 Medicine  Hat 120 

207 Winnipeg 119 

154 Truro 119 
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GRAND    LODGE    OFFIOERS. 


A.  B.  LowB,  Grand  President;  Vanol  Buildin«r.  Bt. 
Louis.  Mo. 

GRAND  VICE-PRESIDENTS. 
A.  P.  Stout.  Ivanhoe.  Ont. 
W.  8.  PowBix.  803  Pearson  st..  Greensboro.  N.  C. 
M.J.  Powers.  Vanol  Building.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
H.  A.  VuRpiA.  889  N.  Central  Park  av.,  Chicaco.  111. 
Hv  Irwin,  box  156.  Portage  la  Prairie.  Man. 
Gbo.  B.  Jbnn ess.  box  22,  Sonth  Danbury,  N.  H. 

Samubl  J.  Pbgg,   Grand   Secretary-Treasurer  and 

Manacrer  Official  Orran;  Vanol   Building,   St. 

Louis.  Mo. 
Judge  Wm.  ZACHarrz.  Solicitor.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
J.  S.  Eastman.  Chaplain.  Pompanoosuc,  Vt. 
Alex.  Gibb.  Grand  Inner  Sentinel.  Vanol  Buildin«r 

8U  liOuis,  Mo. 
Walter  A.  Sprinobr,  Grand  Outer  Sentinel.  Vanol 

Building.  St.  I^uis.  Mo. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 
W.  H.  Notes,  Chiun :  86  Wright  ave.,  Toronto.  Ont* 
Gborqb  Heal.  Sec.,  box  891.  Portage  la  Prairie.  Man. 
J.  E.  Smith.  LitUeton,  Mass. 
G.  H.  Flynt.  408  Garrell  st,,  Greensboro,  N.  C. 
T.  J.  0*Donnbll,  Hernando.  Miss. 


Bjrd  O.E. 
CYottjr,  Wm. 
DeDecker,  E. 
Farren  R.  B. 
Gauthier.  Thos. 
Henthome.N.  L. 
Hull.  W.  H. 
Johnson.  H.  W. 
Johnson,  J.  S. 
Jones,  M.  H. 
Keays.  Geo. 


ORGANIZERS. 

Layne.  J.  T. 
McLaughlin.  H. 
Powers.  T.  C. 
Peterson,  Chas. 
Riddle,  E. 
Tombull.  W.  B. 
Twomey,  J.  T. 
Vicna.  D.  N. 
Walsh.  N.  W. 
Wynn.  C.  M. 
WriflTht,  Gus 


LADIES  AUXILIARY   TO  THE  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
Mrs.  Cora  B.  Smith.  Grand  President,  Canaan.N.  H. 
Mrs.  Geo.  B.  Jbnnbss,  Grand  Secretary-Treasurer 
box  22.  South  Danbury.  N.  H. 


List  of  General  Chairmen. 


A..  B.  &  A.— J.  D.  Holt.G.  O..  701  East  Magnolia  Rt.. 

Fitzgerald.  Ga. :  J.  K.  Rodcers.  Sec'y.  Wray.  Ga. 
Bangor  &  Aroostook— John  Turner.  Jr..  G.  C,  55 

Franklin  av..  Houlton,  Me. ;  W.  S.  Neal.  Sec'y, 

RFD  8.  Bangor.  Me. 
Boston  &  Albany— P.  F.  Quinlan,  G.  C  careT.  M. 

C.  A., Springfield,  Mass.;  John  F.  Foley.  Secy, 

box  64.  Rochdale,  Mass. 
B.  St  O.  8.-W.— Wm.  Teepe.  G.  C.  R.  F.  D.  6,  North 

Vernon,  Ind. :  E.  D.  Schleyer,  Sec'y,  506  Olive  St., 

Chilllcotbe,  O. 

B,  &  O.  Chi.    Ter.    R.  R.— Paul    Muller  G.  C,  Wal- 

nut and  Ogden  Sts.,  Blue  Island,  111. 
Baltimore  St  Ohio— W.  J.  Glenn.  Sec*y.  415  Merchant 

St..  Fairmount.  W.  Va. 
Boston  &  Maine— R.    H.   Crawford.  G.  C.  box  62 

Melrose,  N.  Y.;  W.  8.  Kenniston.  Sec'y.  No.  4 

R.R.  square.  Concord,  N.  H. 
Canadian  Northern— F.  H.  FUordal,  G.  C.  box  294. 

Warroad,  Minn. :  John  Henry,  Sec'y,  1169  4th  st.. 

Edmonton,  Alta. 
Canadian  Northern  in  Ontario— G.  H.  Nason,  G.  C. 

Parry  Sound  Ont. 
Canadian  Northern  Quebec  Ry.— H.  St.  Cyr.  L'Epi- 

phanie.  Que. 
Canadian  Pacific— Wm.  Dorey.  G.  C  Woodstock, 

N.  B.      D.  Campbell,    Sec'y  for   Eastern  div., 

10  Thornton  ave..  London.  Ont. ;  Geo.  Seal,  Sec'y 

for  Western  div.,  box  891,  Portage  la  Prairie,  Man. 
Carolina.  CUnchfleld  &  Ohio— C.  C.  Williams.  G.  C. 

St.  Paul,  Va. ;  C.  J.  Jones.  Sec'y.  Yuma,  Va. 
Central  of  Georgia— D.  G.  Borom,  Round  Oajt,  Ga. ; 

P.  M.  Lesueur.  Sec'y..  Opelika,  Ala. 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio— J.  B.Pugh.G.C..RFD6box  Al. 

Richmond. Va. :  J.  W.  Brown.  Sec'y.  Griffith.  Va. 
Chicago  Junction— Jno.  Baker.  G.  C,  5014  Center  av., 

Chicago.  111. ;  Jas.  Consodine,  Sec'y,  3a34  Wood 

St.,  Chicago.  111. 

C.  M.  &  St.  P.— Ja.s.  Browder.  G.  C.  5313  N.  5l9t  av.. 
Chicago,  111. 

Delaware  &  Hudson— George  Smith,  G.  C.  Meadow- 
dale.  N.  Y. 

Dominion  Atlantic— M.  Kennedy.  G.  C.  Waterville, 
N.  S. ;  M.  H.  McCurdy.  Sec'y.  Old  Bams.  N.  8. 

D..  S.  8.  &  A.— J.  D  Albright,  G.  C.,  Sand  River, 
Mich. ;  G.  B.  Wild,  Wetmore.  Mich. 

D..  T.  St  I.— J.  G.  Keepers  G  C,  143  First  St..  Green- 
field. O. 

Esq.  &  Nan.  Ry.— F.  Harper,  G.  C,  May  wood  P.  O. 
Victoria,  B.  C. ;  E. Sketch.  Sec'y,  Wellington.  B.C. 

Fla.  East  Coast— O.  H.  Baggott.  G.  C.  Port  Orange. 
Fla. ;  L.  S.  Stone.  Sec'y.  Hobe  Sound,  Fla. 

Ga.  Ry.— J.  T.  Ivey.  G.  C  R.  F.  D.  2.   Thomson.  Ga. 

Georgia  &  Florida— J.  T.  Massey,  G.  C,  Valdosta 
f la. :  John  Dyall,  Sec'y,  Douglas.  Ga. 

Grand  Trunk  Pacific— A. Barker,  G.C.,  bx-iSW  Portage 
la  Prairie,  Man. :  J.  Wild.  Sec'y.  MelvUle.  Sask. 


G.  S.  &  F.  Ry.— M.  McCormack.  G.  C,  Arabi.  Ga. 
Halifax  &  S.  W.— Geo.  N.  Fox,  ii.  C.  East  Pubnieo. 

N.  S. ;  R.  Feener,  Sec'y,  Bridgewater.  N.  8. 
Illinois  Central— W.  M.  Smith.  G.  C,  3660  Vernon  av.. 

Chicago.  111. 
Intercolonial  St  P.  E.  I.— Geo.  W.  Murray.  G.  C, 

Truro.  N.  S.;  J.  McGillivray,  Sec'y.  17  Castle  St., 

St.  John.  N.  B. 
Indiana  Harbor— J.  Bloom.  G.  C.  Ill  Broadway,  Blue 

Island  111. ;  Frank  Schneider,  Sec'y.  419  Plunmier 

av..  Hammond.  Ind. 
Macon   &   Birmingham— W.   N.  Clements.   G.    C, 

Thomaston.  Ga. 
Maine  Central— C.  C.  Allen.  G.  C.  Lincoln  Center, 

Me.;  Alex.  McMinn.llSWinterst..  Lewiston.Me. 
Michigan  Central— O.  Gillett,  V.  C,  Lawton,  Mich.; 

W. Rueas,  sec'y.,  814N.ParkSt..  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 
M.,  St.  P.  St  8.  8.  M.  iSoo  Line)— L.  Norby.G.C. 

R.  F.  D.*!.  box  4.  White  Bear  Lake.  Minn. 
Mobile  &  Ohio— J.  M.  Young,  G.  C.  1720  N.  3d  st.. 

Columbus,  Miss. ;  C.  L.Hale.  Sec'y  Columbus.  Ky. 
Norfolk  &  Southern- E.  D.  Finer.  G.  C.  Northwest, 

Va. ;  J.  T.  Phillips.  Sec'y.  502  E.  2d  st..  Washing- 
ton. N.  C. 
Norfolk  &  Western— T.  H.  Gerrey,  G.  C.  R.F.D.  2. 

box  5,  Walnut  Cove.  N.  C;  J.  P.  Stuart.  No.  3. 

Baldwin  ave..  Bluefield,  W.Va. 
New   Brunswick   Southern- B.  F.    Austin,  <.acting 

ch'm).  Clinch's  Mills.  N.  B. 
N.  O.,  M.  St  C— H.  L.  Barfield,  G.  C.  Beaumont, 

Miss. ;  H.  I.  Nicholson.  Sec'y,  Bay  Springs,  Miss. 
Pere  Marquette— Frank  King.  G.  C,  Sombra,  Ont. ; 

H.  McLaughlin.  Sec'y.  Highgate,  Ont. 
Quebec  Cen.— J.  A.  Lessard,  G.  C  Beauce  Jet.,  Que. 
Quebec  &  L.  St.  John— J.  G.  GrefTard,  G.  C,  St.  Ray- 
mond. Que. 
Queen  St  Crescent— I.  Riseden.  G.  C.  Dayton.  Tenn. 
Seaboard  Air  Line— R.  D.  Bradley.  G.  C.  box  108.  Bo- 

gart,  Ga. ;  M.  C.  Sutton.  Sec'y.,  Vidalia.  Ga. 
Somerset  Ry.— E.  E.  Clark,  G.  C  Madison.   Me.; 

E.  Pierce,  Sec'y,  box2.'>3.  Bingham.  Me. 
Southern  Ry.— M.  Johnson.  G.  C  Lynch  Station, 

Va. ;  A.  L.  Epps.  Sec'y.  Almond.  N.  C. 
Southern  Pacific  l  Atlantic  Division)— J.  .\    Holland 

G,    C,   Haasville,   La.:    G.  W.  Stewart,    S^'y 

Lafayette,  La. 
Southern  Pacific  (G.,  H.  &  S.  A.  and  T.  &  N.  0.>— 

C.  Huddleston.  Sec'y.  Rosenberg,  Tex. 
Southern  Pacific  (H.  St  T.  C.  and  H.,  E.  &  W.  T.)— 

A.  D.  Doerge.  Sec'y.  box  484,  Navasota,  Tex. 
T.  &  N.  O.— D.  A.    Little.  G.  C,  Englehart,  Ont.; 

C.  Baker.  Sec'y,  Englehart.  Ont. 
Union  Pacific— Chas.  8.  Boulter.  G.  C.  box  97.   La 

Salle.  Colo. ;  Chas.  Watkins,  Sec'y.  4^40 Gilpin  st.. 

Denver,  Colo.  _  ,       ^       „,  ,, 

Va.  Ry.— P.  J. Noonan,  G.C.bx 458.Prinoeton.  M> .  Va. 
Washington  Co.  Ry.—Zina  M.  Cook.  G.  C.  Jackson- 
ville, Me. ;  E.  J.  Palmer.  .Sec'y,  Whitney ville.  Me. 
Wis.  Cen.— P.  Rasmussen.  G.  C.  Cylon,  Wis. :  P.  Mc- 

Gee,  Sec'y..  322  Court  St..  Chippewa  Falls  Wis. 
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^     POETICAL    ^ 


Thm  Scab, 


Jk  K^%%  at  thm  Door. 


Wherever  the  bitter  fight  it  on. 

For  life  against  haman  greed; 
Where  the  workers  rally  ere  hope  is  gone. 

The  nenres  for  the  valiant  deed; 

When  the  price  is  paid  in  silent  pain. 

In  want  and  the  nameless  dread. 
And  the  victory  near,  then  the  scab  sneaks  in 

Like  ghools  that  rob  the  dead. 

They  plnek  from  a  vine  they  did  not  pmne; 

They  reap  where  they  have  not  sown. 
With  a  canting  look  and  a  craven  heart. 

And  a  soni  that  is  not  their  own. 

In  a  darker  age  when  the  world  was  yonng. 

This  jakal  human  crew 
Skulked  in  the  rear  while  the  fight  was  on. 

And  preyed  on  the  valiant  few. 

They  snatched  the  bone  from  a  woman*  hand. 

And  snarled  at  an  hungered  child, 
Till  the  heroes  perished  from  out  the  land. 

And^earlh's'gardens  became  a  wild. 

And  ever  and'ever.  where  human  greed 

Holds  the  human  race  in  thrall. 
The  fight  will  be  fought  by  the  nobler  few. 

And  the  victory  shared  by  all. 

Then  falter  not  till  the  fight  is  won; 
There  is  only  your  fears  to  dread; 
Though  cowards  skulk  and  scabs  sneak  In 
-   Like  ghouls  that  rob  the  dead. 

-Seleelad. 


>  '    .     What  It  Moans. 

When  you  earn  a  union  dollar 
And  spend  it.  make  a  "holler*' 
For  the  little  union  label 

That  denotes  a  thing  is  fair. 
If  the  merchant  can't  supply  it. 
Pass  the  article— don't  buy  it. 
That's  the  only  way  a  union  man 

Can  prove  he's  "on  the  square." 

In  the  crowded  city  dwelling 
There  the  atmosphere  ill  smelling. 
And  the  microbes  fairly  revel. 

Sending  death  both  far  and  near; 
Where  the  sweatshops'  slaves  are  working. 
And  diseases  foul  are  lurking. 
Yod  will  never,  never  find 

The  predouB  union  label  here. 

Here  is  something  to  remember-- 
If  you  claim  to  be  a  member 
Of  a  union,  yon  can  prove  it 

To  the  world  no  better  way 
Than  to  hustle  all  you're  able 
For  your  friend,  the  union  label, 
For  it  means  self-preservation. 

That's  as  certain  as  the  day. 

-Rxchange. 


We  were  standing  In  the  doorway. 

My  little  wife  and  I: 
The  golden  sun  upon  her  hair 

Fell  down  so  silently; 
A  small  white  hand  upon  my  arm- 

What  could  I  ask  for  more 
Than  the  kindly  glance  of  loving  eyes 

As  she  kissed  me  at  the  doorf 

I  know  she  loves  with  all  her  heart 

The  one  who  Klands  beside. 
And  the  years  ha^-e  been  so  joyous 

Since  first  I  called  her  bride; 
We've  had  so  much  happiness 

Since  we  met  in  years  before. 
But  the  happiest  of  all  was  when 

She  kissed  me  at  the  door. 

Who  cares  for  wealth  of  land  or  gold 
For  fame  or  matchless  power? 

It  does  not  give  the  happiness 
Of  Just  one  little  hour 

With  one  who  loves  me  as  her  life- 
She  says  she  loves  me  more— 

And  I  thought  she  did  this  morning 
When  she  kissed  me  at  the  door. 

At  times  it  seems  that  all  the  world. 

With  all  its  wealth  of  gold. 
Is  very  small  and  poor  Indeed. 

Compared  with  what  I  hold; 
And  when  the  clonds  hang  grim  and  dark 

I  only  think  the  more 
Of  one  who  waits  the  coming  step 

To  kiss  me  at  the  door. 

If  she  lives  till  age  shall  t^^atter 

Its  frost  upon  her  head. 
I  know  she'll  love  me  Just  the  same 

As  the  morning  we  were  wed ; 
But  if  the  angels  call  her, 

And  she  goes  to  heaven  before. 
I'^hall  know  her  when  I  meet  hei^ 

For  she  11  kisH  me  at  the  door. 

—Anonymous. 


To  a  Truo  Friond, 

'Tis  truly  said  In  time  of  need. 

A  true  friend  is  a  friend  indeed, 
For  he  who  has  no  kindly  heart 

In  misery  shall  this  world  deimrt. 

The  seeds  of  youth  their  harvest  grow; 

As  we  would  reap,  so  must  we  sow ; 
Those  who.  In  youth,  no  aid  would  lend, 

Shall,  in  old  age  meet  bitter  end. 

With  my  best  love  and  kind  intent 
TheKe  trifles  few  to  you  are  sent; 

May  there  be  many  days  for  you 
To  share  what  little  I  can  do. 

—Agnes  O'Brien 
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Treated  Timber. 

Hie  enormous  rate  of  consamption  of 
timber  for  railroad  ties  is  giving  serious 
consideration  to  all  railroads  at  the 
present  day. 

The  all-important  question  which  it 
iMhoovee  ns  to  consider  now,  is  what 
method,  if  any,  can  be  adopted  to 
lengthen  the  life  of  timber,  until  such 
tame  ae  metal  or  other  manufactured 
ties  can  be  used  to  the  same  advantage 
as  ties  now  are  commonly  used.  Until 
within  a  few  years  ago  all  the  ties  used 
were  white  oak,  chestnut  and  long  leaf 
pine,  which  coold  be  purchased  at  a 
mall  cost.  At  the  present  time  this 
timber  is  so  scarce  that  the  price  is  get- 
ting beyond  reach  for  railroad  ties,  as  a 
lesolt  ate  railroads  must  turn  to  the  in- 
ferior timber  for  their  tie  supply.  It  has 
been  proven  that  this  inferior  or  short- 
lived timber  can  be  chemically  treated 
80  tiiat  the  life  will  be  prolonged  several 
years,  maJdng  it  last  longer  than  the 
best  white  oak,  untreated. 

Before  ties  are  treated  all  bark  should 
be  removed  and  thoroughly  seasoned, 
natural  seasoning  is  preferajbie  to  arti- 
fldal.  There  are  nearly  four  hundred 
patents  granted  on  methods  or  material 
for  the  preservation  of  timber,  all  of 
which,  with  the  exception  of  a  possible 
few,  have  proven  failures:  however, 
chemical  treatment  of  timber  is  no 
longer  an  experiment,  as  it  has  been 
clearly  shown  that  properly  treated 
timber  will  not  decay,  consequently 
there  should  be  no  hesitation  in  adopt- 
ing the  use  of  treated  timber  on  all 
railroads. 

By  treating  of  timber  a  great  many 
more  ties  can  be  cut  from  the  same 
number  of  trees.  They  were  usually  cut 
from  the  best  part  of  the  tree,  getting 
hot  one  tie  from  every  eight  or  eight 
feet  six  inches  as  far  as  heart  timber 
coold  be  cut,  but  by  treating  it,  very 


often  four  sawed  ties  can  be  had  from 
the  first,  second  and  third  cuts,  using  all 
the  sap  wood  that  is  possible  to  cut. 

The  road  I  was  connected  with  in  1890 
and  1891  used  several  thousand  treated 
ties,  long  leaf  pine,  lob  loly,  hemlock 
and  a  few  red  oak.  The  treatment  con- 
sisted of  creosote  and  three  others, 
which  are  not  worth  mentioning,  as  they 
shortened  instead  of  prolonged  the  life 
of  the  tie.  They  were  all  treated  by  the 
present  system,  the  short  leaf  or  lob  loly 
pine  absorbing  about  forty-five  pounds 
of  creosote  to  the  tie,  while  the  long  leaf 
pine  and  red  oak  did  not  absorb  quite  so 
much.  The  life  of  long  leaf  pine  and 
red  oak  treated  (ies  double  that  of  the 
same  class  untreated.  This  year  I  looked 
over  the  tracks  where  the  treated  ties 
were  placed  and  found  a  great  number 
of  the  creosoted  short  leaf  pine  ties  in 
the  track  after  a  period  of  twenty  years. 
The  life  of  ties  in  this  climate  is  as 
follows : 

Untreated.         Treated. 
Years.  Years. 

White  oak 8  to  10 

Lob  loly 4  to    6        12  to  14 

Red  oak — 3  to    5         6  to  10 

Long  leaf  pine 6  to    8        12  to  14 

Chestnut 8  to  10 

Hemlock 2  to    4  4  to    6 

I  have  had  no  experience  with  treated 
chestnut  or  white  oak.  Judging  from 
my  experience  all  preservatives  must 
contain  more  or  less  creosote,  as  it  as- 
sists penetration  and  also  prevents  the 
the  leaking  of  other  chemicals  used  in 
the  treatment.  It  is  estimated  that 
during  the  last  year  over  one  hundred 
million  ties  were  used  for  renewals  in 
this  country  alone.  It  can  be  readily 
seen  that  if  all  ties  can  be  cared  for  in 
such  a  way  as  to  double  the  life  of  them, 
in  a  few  years  but  half  the  amount  will 
be  required. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
treatment  of  timber  is  a  protective 
measure  merely  against  decay,  and  not 
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against  the  mechanical  abrasion  and 
abuse  the  tie  receives  after  being  placed 
in  the  track,  such  as  the  cutting  and 
grind  of  the  rail,  respiking  and  poor 
drainage.  There  are  many  devices  for 
securing  this  protection,  the  most  simple 
are  tie  plates  and  tie  plugs,  for  millions 
of  ties  are  ruined  by  frequent  respiking. 
When  a  spike  is  removed  for  any  cause 
the  hole  should  be  plugged  and  the  spike 
driven  in  the  same  place.  In  the  so- 
called  soft  wood,  dowel  pins  should  be 
used,  which  can  be  put  in  the  tie  before 
treatment  at  the  treating  plant  for  a 
very  small  cost. 

The  chisel  point  spike  should  be  aban- 
doned and  a  diamond  point  used,  such  as 
a  point  of  a  wire  nail,  which  will  not 
destroy  the  fibre  of  the  timber.  By  the 
use  of  dowel  pins,  tie  plates  and  diamond 
point  spikes,  rail  will  be  as  secure  on 
soft  wood  ties  as  it  would  be  on  an  oak 
tie  with  screw  spikes,  and  the  liability 
of  spread  track  would  not  be  as  great  in 
winter,  and  rough  track  in  summer.  On 
gravel  or  other  fine  ballast  the  wave 
motion  of  the  rail  lifts  the  tie  with  it  and 
allows  the  ballast  to  work  under  it. 
When  the  ties  are  frozen  to  the  roadbed 
the  wave  motion  of  the  rail  breaks  the 
head  from  the  screw  spikes. — ^J.  L.  Single 
before  the  Roadmasters'  Association,  in 
Railway  Journal. 


Make  Them  Laugh. 

**The  people  who  don't  have  to  do 
things  can  always  do  them  better  than 
the  people  who  are  obliged  to  do  them," 
said  the  cynical  bachelor.  **If  yon  want 
to  know  how  to  invest  money,  ask  a 
fellow  who  has  never  had  any  to  invest. 
I  suppose  it's  the  same  with  raising 
children.  Nevertheless,  I  am  fond  of 
children,  and  never  having  hfid  an  op- 
portunity of  raising  any  of  my  own,  I 
am  critical  about  the  way  other  people, 
more  fortunate  than  I,  raise  theirs. 

**My  brother  has  a  youngster,  a  boy 
about  six  years  old,  and  everything  that 
kid  wants  he  crys  for.  The  minute  he 
begins  to  cry  he  gets  it,  which,  accord- 
ing to  my  reasoning,  is  all  wrong. 

**Why  not  make  him  laugh  for  it?  It's 
just  as  easy  for  a  child  to  laugh  as  to 


cry,  and  it's  far  more  healthful,  besides 
being  much  more  cheerful  for  t^e  sur- 
rounding populace. 

''I've  tried  the  experiment  with  him, 
and  it  works  like  a  charm.  If  I  happen 
to  have  anything  he  wants,  and  he  cries 
for  it,  I  make  fun  of  him.  'That  isn't 
the  way  to  get  it,'  I  say.  *Don't  cry  for 
it.    Laugh  for  it.' 

''It  took  only  about  two  lessons  for  him 
to  understand  this,  and  you  have  no 
idea  what  a  wonderful  difference  it  has 
made  in  the  disposition  of  that  kid.  Still, 
I'm  only  an  old  bachelor,  and  I'm  not 
supposed  to  know  anything  about  such 
things." — Philadelphia  Ledger. 


Will  Work  for  Legislative  Harmony. 

Tlie  eleventh  annual  meeting  of  the 
National  Civic  Federation  will  be  held 
January  12,  13  and  14,  1911,  in  New  York 
City.  The  state  councils,  organized  by 
the  Federation  during  the  past  year  to 
promote  the  unification  and  co-ordina- 
tion of  state  and  federal  laws,  will  hold 
their  first  national  meeting  in  conjunc- 
tion therewith.  In  addition  there  will 
be  special  meetings  of  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  federation.  The  im- 
portant topics  of  the  hour,  in  which  the 
federation  has  been  especially  interested 
and  which  will  be  considered,  are: 

Regulation  of  Corporations  and  Com- 
binations; 

Regulation  of  Railroads  and  Municipal 
Utilities; 

Compensation  for  Industrial  Accidents; 

Arbitration  and  Conciliation. 

The  announcement  of  the  meeting 
thus  describes  the  program : 

'*  State  and  Federal  Regulation  of  Cor- 
porations" and  questions  dealing  with 
the  limitations  of  combinations  in  re- 
straint of  trade,  whether  in  manufactur- 
ing, finance,  labor,  agriculture  or  other 
fields,  will  be  considered  at  this  meeting. 
A  feature  of  this  part  of  the  program  will 
be  a  thorough  exposition  of  the  new  Act 
which  went  into  effect  in  Canada,  May  1, 
1910.  This  Act  provides  that  upon  appli- 
cation of  six  citizens  who  complain 
agiftinst  a  corporation  a  judge  may  order 
that  a  commission  of  three  be  named, 
one  member  by  the  complainants,   one 
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by  the  corporation  and  the  third  by  the 
two  thus  selected.  The  commission  is 
reqaired  to  make  an  extended  inqairy 
and  publish  a  report,  which  must  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  corporation  within  ten 
days  upon  penalty  of  a  fine  of  |1,000  a 
day. 

Another  feature  of  the  program  will 
be  a  description  of  the  Potash  Syndicate 
recently  organized  by  the  German  Gk>v- 
emment,  in  which  the  government  itself 
has  a  minority  interest.  The  syndicate 
is  practically  a  pool,  fixes  prices  and  reg- 
ulates the  output  under  government  su- 
pervision. The  same  principle  is  being 
applied  in  that  country  to  the  electric 
and  whiskey  industries. 

The  regulation  of  combinations  in  Eng- 
land will  also  be  described. 

While  the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
is  expected  to  define  clearly  the  Sher- 
man Anti-Trust  Act  in  the  Standard  Oil 
and  American  Tobacco  cases,  and  in  the 
injunction  and  anti- boycott  cases  against 
the  ol&cers  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  that  decision  will  not  neces- 
sarily have  any  bearing  on  the  forty  or 
more  state  laws  on  the  same  subjects. 

The  need  for  uniformity  in  state  regu- 
lation of  railroads  and  other  public  utili- 
ties, the  co-ordination  of  the  laws  gov- 
erning the  state  railroad  commissions 
and  t^e  Interstate  Commerce  law,  made 
evident  at  the  recent  hearings  on  the 
railroad  rate  question,  and  also  the  reg- 
ulation of  public  utilities  by  commissions 
will  be  discussed. 

The  controversy  over  the  proposition 
to  increase  railroad  rates,  now  before 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  is 
.  of  tremendous  concern  not  only  to  the 
stockholders,  merchants,  manufacturers 
sod  other  shippers,  but  also  to  the  three 
million  employes  working  on  the  railroads 
and  in  the  shops  of  the  railroad  supply 
manufacturers.  It  indirectly  concerns 
the  millions  of  depositors  in  savings 
banks  and  policy-holders  in  insurance 
companies  which  are  large  investors  in 
nulroad  securities. 

A  proposed  uniform  bill  on  compensa- 
tion for  industrial  accidents  will  be  pre- 
sented for  consideration.  This  measure 
is  the  result  of  a  year's  careful  study  of 
the  question  by  a  committee  composed 


of  members  of  ofilcial  state  compensa- 
tion commissions,  the  commissioners  on 
uniform  state  laws  of  thirty-two  states, 
representatives  of  the  American  Bar  As- 
sociation in  eighteen  states,  representa- 
tive employers,  labor  men  and  social  ex- 
perts. In  no  stibject  is  there  greater 
need  for  uniform  state  action  than  in  the 
matter  of  compensation  for  industrial 
accidents.  This  is  clearly  proven  by  the 
increased  cost  of  insurance  resulting  un- 
der the  application  of  the  New  York 
Compensation  law,  which  in  some  cases 
has  doubled  the  rate,  and  which,  if  gen- 
erally applied,  would  work  hardship  on 
New  York  employers  who  have  to  com- 
pete with  employers  in  other  states. 

In  view  of  the  recent  street  railway 
strikes  in  Philadelphia  and  Columbus  and 
the  express  strike  in  New  York  City, 
there  will  be  considered  questions  of 
special  interest  to  the  public  at  this  time, 
to  wit:  How  far  is  the  Canadian  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Act  applicable 
to  and  desirable  for  the  United  States? 
Can  the  state  laws  on  mediation  and  ar- 
bitration be  made  effective  in  handling 
industrial  disturbance  in  general?  Shall 
special  legislation  be  advocated,  apply- 
ing to  street  railways  and  other  munici- 
pal utilities?  Shall  the  Erdman  Act, 
which  is  so  effective  in  the  case  of  in- 
terstate railways,  be  extended  to  tele- 
graph, telephone  and  express  companies? 

The  following  statement,  in  the  an- 
nouncement for  the  annual  meeting,  de- 
scribes the  work  of  the  federation  in  pro- 
moting legislative  harmony  between  the 
states: 

Whether  we  call  it  the  "new  national- 
ism" or  the  "old  moralities,"  the  fact 
remains  that  there  is  an  interminable 
conflict  between  the  states  themselves 
on  some  matters  and  between  the  states 
and  the  federal  government  on  others, 
in  respect  to  many  of  the  vital  problems 
of  the  day,  which  can  only  be  terminated 
by  legislation  framed  after  serious  and 
sane  consideration.  It  is  elear  that 
there  are  many  questions  with  which  the 
states  alone  can  and  should  deal  through 
uniform  action ;  there  are  other  questions 
with  which  only  the  federal  government 
can  deal  effectively;  and  still  others  in 
which  co-ordination  of  effort  between 
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the  states  and  nation  is  essential,  the 
only  test,  being,  which  control  is  the 
more  desirable  and  effective,  from  the 
standpoint  of  public  welfare? 

The  importance  of  this  situation  to  all 
business,  commercial  and  industrial  in- 
stitutions is  clearly  recognized  when  we 
consider  that  our  larger  corporations — 
such  as  the  railroads,  telegraph,  insur- 
ance, banking  and  trust  companies,  and, 
in  fact,  so  far  as  taxation  is  concerned, 
all  manufacturing  concerns  whose  plants 
are  in  different  states — are  subject  to 
forty-six  masters,  each  with  a  mind  quite 
different  from  that  of  the  others. 

The  diversity  of  state  laws  on  ordinary 
commercial  matters,  such  as  warehouse 
receipts,  bills  of  lading  ftnd  negotiable 
notes,  the  urgent  need  for  a  uniform  bill 
on  compensation  for  industrial  accidents, 
and,  in  fact,  all  labor  legislation  relating 
to  hours  and  conditions  of  employment 
for  men,  women  and  children,  the  inter- 
minable law's  delay  arising  from  lack  of 
uniformity  in  court  procedure,  the  con- 
flict between  the  states  and  the  federal 
gevemment  on  the  question  of  pure  food 
and  drugs,  the  urgent  need  foran  approx- 
imate uniformity  in  the  laws  governing 
the  building  of  good  roads,  and  the  reg- 
ulation of  dairy  products  (both  of  which 
are  being  urged  by  farmer's  organiza- 
tions, )  give  emphasis  to  the  seriousness 
of  our  present  chaotic  legislative  situa- 
tion. 

To  promote  harmony  between  these 
dashing  interests  The  National  Civic 
Federation  is  organizing  councils  in 
every  state  in  the  union,  composed  of 
representative  men  from  the  commercial, 
manufacturing,  mercantile,  banking,  in- 
surance, professional,  delegations  of  the 
state  councils  will  attend  the  annual 
meeting  and  determine  upon  a  definite 
program  and  method  of  work. 


Health  and  Safety. 

''The  widespread  discussion  of  com- 
pensation for  injured  workmen  has  em« 
phasized  anew  the  importance  of  the' 
prevention  of  accidents."  Interstate 
railroads  are  to  be  more  carefully 
equipped  with  safety  devices,  and  in 
Ohio  and  Virginia  cars  must  be  con- 


structed to  provide  greaten-  protection 
for  workmen. 

The  Cherry  mine  disaster  evidently 
stimulated  IllinokS  to  enact  a  most  elab- 
orate law  concerning  systems  of  fire  ex- 
tinction in  mines,  signals,  care  of  stables 
and  storage  of  fodder.  In  addition  three 
mine  rescue  stations  are  to  be  established 
in  the  state.  In  Kentucky  mine  in- 
spectors are  provided  with  oxygen  hel- 
mets and  other  life-saving  apparatus. 
The  federal  government  has  also  estab- 
lished a  bureau  of  mines  with  several 
rescue  stations. 

The  health  of  employes  in  factories 
received  considerable  attention.  Work- 
ers exposed  to  the  humidity  of  textile 
factories  in  massachusetts,  to  the  in- 
jurious dusts  in  New  York  factories,  to 
industrial  diseases  in  Illinois,  and  to  the 
long  hours  and  low  wages  in  the  steel 
industry,  will  all  receive  better  protec- 
tion because  of  the  legislation  of  this 
years. 


RobMng  Wounded  Workers. 

In  modern  industry,  even  when  the 
workers  are  most  careful  and  the  capi- 
talist owners  are  the  most  human  of 
their  lot,  there  are  accidents  which  no 
one  can  foresee  and  for  which  no  indi- 
vidual is  responsible.  When  one  of  those 
occurs,  the  worker  can  make  out  no  case 
against  the  employer  for  negligence, 
and  he  can  collect  no  damages.  He  and 
his  family  must  bear  the  whole  burden 
of  suffering,  sorrow  and  privation.  The 
remedy  for  this  situation  is  first  to  have 
passed  workmen's  compensation  acts 
which  will  guarantee  to  the  injured  work- 
er such  a  sum  of  money  as  will  at  least 
take  care  of  him  and  his  family,  even  if 
no  return  is  made  for  the  suffering  he 
has  to  endure.  Such  an  act,  though  very 
incomplete,  is  now  the  law  in  New  York. 
The  other  remedy  is  such  an  increase  in 
the  use  of  devices  for  protecting  life  that 
the  dangers  will  be  reduced  as  low  as 
possible. 

Even  when  there  is  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  employer  and  he  violates  the 
law,  generally  the  worker  gets  nothing 
adequate  as  a  compensation  for  his  loss. 
He  can  hire  a  lawyer  only  on  promise  of 
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surrendering  a  large  share  of  hiR  possible 
damages,  because  he  has  no  money  to 
pay  a  lawyer  nor  hunt  up  witnesses,  and 
the  whole  thing  is  such  a  gamble  that 
the  lawyer  cannot  work  on  it  without  a 
possible  big  winning  if  the  gamble  goes 
through.  Against  the  worker  are  the 
shrewdest  legal  talent  that  money  can 
boy,  unlimited  funds  for  hunting  up  wit- 
nesses, and  a  tireless  determination  to 
delay  the  trial  as  long  as  possible.  So 
even  against  a  single  employer,  when 
there  has  been  a  violation  of  the  law, 
the  worker's  chances  are  slim. 

But  the  rale  is  coming  to  be  that  dam- 
age suits  are  not  fought  by  the  single 
employer.  He  insures  himself  and  his 
company  in  what  is  called  an  ''indem- 
nity company. ' '  For  an  annual  premium, 
this  company  undertakes  to  fight  every 
case  and  pay  every  loss  that  occurs  in 
the  industr}'.  For  cold-hearted,  utterly 
calculating,  heartless  indifiPerence  to  hu- 
man suffering,  these  indemnity  com- 
panies have  the  ordinary  corporation 
beat  miles  and  mUes.  Not  only  do  they 
keep  from  paying  many  an  accident 
when  it  happens,  but  the  result  of  the 
freeing  of  the  employer  from  the  fear  of 
damage  and  law  suits  is  to  make  him 
more  heedless  of  the  dangers  he  exposes 
his  workers  to. 

Said  a  well-known  Chicago  lawyer  re- 
cently, in  reference  to  the  case  of  a 
8tructura.l  iron  worker  killed:  **The  root 
cause  of  Anderson's  death  was  the  in- 
demnity company.  These  concerns  put 
a  premium  on  criminal  negligence.  An 
employer  knows  he  won't  lose  a  cent, 
no  matter  how  many  men  drop  to  fear- 
ful deaths.  The  indemnity  company  is 
behind  him;  it  foots  all  bills  to  his  dam- 
age suit,  consequently  the  employer 
doesn't  care. 

**When  the  injured  laborer  regains 
consciousness  he  finds  the  smirking, 
crooked  investigator  oozing  his  benevo- 
lence in  his  bruised  face,  a  whisky  bottle 
in  one  hand,  to  give  him  strength,  and 
t25  in  the  other.  The  investigator  tells 
him  his  employer  is  grieved  at  the  'acci- 
dent' and  has  sent  a  little  gift  of  |25  to 
tide  over  present  needs. 

**0f  course,  as  a  mere  matter  of  form, 
he  IS  requested  to  sig^  a  little  statement 


absolving  the  boss.  If  the  injured  man 
is  not  done  on  the  spot  he  is  lucky,  and 
if  he  wins  his  damage  suit  it  costs  the 
employer  who  injured  him  nothing. 

"Abolition  of  the  indemnity  compan- 
ies would  save  thousands  of  lives.  If, 
instead  of  the  indemnity  company,  the 
contractor  himself  had  to  pay  for  the 
lives  lost  through  hi^  criminal  neglect  he 
would  soon  see  to  it  that  his  men  were 
properly  protected."— The  Laborer. 


More  efficient. 


The  rightful  possession  of  a  trades 
union  card  is  not  in  every  instance  evi- 
dence of  an  expert  or  superior  workman, 
btit  in  nearly  every  case  in  a  fairly  well 
organized  occupation  it  is  evidence  of 
greater  skill  than  is  found  among  non- 
union workmen.  That  inexorable  law, 
the  survival  of  the  fittest,  attests  this  de- 
duction. Trades  unions  provide  better 
conditions  for  labor,  consequently  skill 
in  drifting  to  its  level  will  find  its  place 
there.  No  incentive  exists  for  the  clever 
workman  to  remain  non-union,  nor  is 
there  in  the  non-union  idealism  boasted 
o(  by  Dr.  Eliot  and  other  theorists  an 
invitation  for  workers  of  ability  to  profit- 
ably accept.  This  logically  proves  that 
wherever  workers  are  organized  the 
greater  ability  is  found  in  the  union. 

As  necessity  is  the  cause  of  invention, 
BO  incentive  governs  the  affairs  of  men. 
The  survival  of  the  fittest — ^not  a  very 
humane  idea,  but,  nevertheless,  an  ever- 
present  condition  of  all  life — is  in  evi- 
dence again.  Good  workmen  in  a  union 
must  compete  against  one  another  with 
more  than  ordinary  zeal  and  productivity 
in  order  to  hold  their  jobs,  and  thus  the 
beneficial  effect  of  unions  on  the  ef- 
ficiency of  labor  is  doubly  visible. 

The  trade  agpreement  contains  no  re- 
striction of  production,  but  supplies  a 
moderate  working  day  and  a  minimum 
wage  rate,  and  the  extra  skilled  work- 
man has  a  strong  incentive  to  earn  as 
much  above  the  minimum  rate  as  his 
ability  will  command.  Here,  therefore, 
we  have  a  third  reason  that  the  unions 
improve  the  efllciency  of  labor. 

The  claim  of  some  employers  that  the 
union  wage  rate  reduces  incentive  to 
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greater  productivity  is  as  hollow  as  Dead 
Sea  fruit,  for  when  pressed  for  reasons 
they  unwittingly  or  unwillingly  testify 
til  at  the  employer  too  often  makes  the 
minimum  wage  rate  in  an  agreement  the 
maximum  wage  rate  of  his  establishment 
and  by  paying  that  rate  to  extra  skilled 
men,  and  where  scarcity  of  work  com- 
pels them  to  accept  it  he  then  complains 
about  having  to  pay  the  poorer  workman 
a  coequal  rate. 

Workers  are  today  more  efficient  than 
ever  before  in  the  world's  history,  but 
the  subdivision  of  employment  has 
caused  them  to  become  specialists  in 
certain  lines,  instead  of  all-around  me- 
chanics, and  the  wonder  is  that  with 
their  decreased  opportunities  to  acquire 
knowledge  of  highly  skilled  general 
workmen  they  are  so  increasingly  pro- 
ficient. In  the  building  trades  the  union 
workman  is  now  producing  as  much  in 
eight  hours  as  he  did  fifteen  years  ago 
in  ten  hours,  and  the  eight-hour,  man  is 
doing  better  work  than  the  ten-hour 
non-union  man  in  the  same  industry. — 
James  Duncan  in  Boston  Globe. 


A  Human  Parasite. 

The  parasite  is  not  confined  to  the  low- 
er forms  of  animal  or  insect  life,  as  many 
are  willing  to  believe.  There  is  the  par- 
asite in  human  form,  which  has  cursed 
humanity  by  its  presence  upon  earth 
almost  from  the  time  that  Adam  and 
Eve  were  driven  out  of  the  garden  of 
Eden. 

This  human  curse'  began  to  multiply  in 
countless  numbers  from  the  day  that 
conditions  became  such  as  to  make  it 
possible  for  one  individual  to  exploit  the 
the  labor  of  another.  It  has  increased 
and  multiplied  to  such  an  extent  that  all 
civilization  is  impregnated  with  a  para- 
site disease,  which  threatens  its  ultimate 
destruction. 

This  human  parasite  has  seized  the  re- 
sources of  nature — the  soil,  the  forest 
and  the  mine  and  through  manipulation 
has  forced  the  balance  of  humanity  to 
admit  its  exclusive  right  thereto.  It  has 
thus  been  enabled  to  exact  from  the  bal- 
ance of  humanity  a  tribute  in  the  form 
of  a  part  of  the  product  of  its  labor,  for 


the  privilege  of  gaining  access  to  the 
bounties  of  nature,  which  nature  and 
nature's  God  placed  upon  earth  for  the 
benefit  of  all  mankind. 

No  part  of  humanity  is  exempt  from 
this  dreadful  curse.  It  casts  its  baneful 
influence  over  all,  but  perhaps  its  blight 
falls  upon  the  part  which  is  seeking  to 
attain  a  larger  degree  of  justice  through 
unity  of  action,  organized  effort,  more 
heavily  than  it  does  upon  all  the  balance. 
For  they,  in  addition  to  being  forced  by 
circumstances  to  contribute  their  share 
of  effort  toward  combating  the  force  of 
this  common  enemy  have,  through  their 
own  efforts,  created  another  form  of  par- 
asite which  preys  upon  them  exclusively. 
This  parasite  is  inhuman  shape,  endowed 
with  at  least  partial  human  intelligence, 
but  is  as  heartless  as  the  fungi  which 
clings  to  the  lower  forms  of  plant  life. 

This  parasite  is  known,  in  common 
parlance,  as  the  non-unionist.  Ever 
ready  and  ever  willing  to  share  in  the 
benefits  which  the  unionist  has,  often  at 
the  expense  of  personal  sacrifice,  secured. ' 
This  parasite  is  unfortunately  found  in 
every  union — in  countless  numbers  it 
clings  around  all  departments  of  organ- 
ized labor;  demanding  and  receiving  a 
part  of  the  reward  of  organized  labor's 
effort. 

How  the  labor  movement  can  rid  itself 
of  these  human  vultures,  of  these  living 
pests,  is  one  of  the  problems  of  the  age 
—but  let  us  hope  that  a  solution  will 
eventually  be  found. — The  Railway  Clerk. 


Needless  Waste  of  lien. 

Fifty  per  cent  of  the  accidents  in 
American  industry  are  preventable,  is 
the  claim  of  the  American  Museum  of 
Safety.  In  proof  of  this,  it  has  just 
opened  a  permanent  exposition  of  safety 
devices  in  the  Engineering  Societies' 
Building,  New  York,  to  show  how  the 
dangerous  parts  of  machines  and  proc- 
esses may  be  protected,  so  as  to  save 
the  lives  and  limbs  of  the  workmen.  It 
thus  becomes  a  clearing  house  for  every 
worthy  device  and  every  worthy  thought 
concerning  safety.  It  is  its  purpose  to 
place  this  new  museum  idea  on  the 
highest  plane,  namely,  the  realization  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


the  greatest  ideal  regarding  conservation 
—the  conservation  of  human  life. 

The  exposition  consists  of  machines 
in  actnal  operation,  models  and  photo- 
graphs of  safety  devices  for  circular 
saws  and  planers;  presses  and  grinding 
machines;  safety  exit  doors  and  fire 
escapes;  respirators  and  helmets  for 
supplying  pure  air;  elevators,  safety 
lamps,  and  containers  for  gasoline  and 
other  volitile  liquids;  textiles,  the  build- 
ing trades,  transportation,  quarrying, 
the  chemical  industries  and  wood-work- 
ing contain  their  appropriate  safeguards. 

"I'm  in  trouble,"  said  a  pale  and  wor- 
ried employer  who  called  at  the  museum. 
*'I've  just  lost  one  of  my  best  workmen 
through  an  accident  on  our  circular  saw. 
The  wood  kicked,  throwing  him  forward 
on  the  saw,  which  cut  him  so  badly  that 
he  lived  only  a  few  minutes.  What  can 
yon  show  me  in  the  way  of  a  safety  de- 
vice?** Such  problems  as  this  arise  every 
day  in  industrial  life  and  clearly  prove 
^e  necessity  and  value  of  a  clearing- 
house of  practical  information,  where 
employers  and  workmen  alike  may  go 
for  advice  and  practical  help. — Molders' 
Journal. 


Devetopment  of  Organized  Labor 

Organized  labor,  in  its  present  form, 
had  no  existence  prior  to  the  eighteenth 
centnry,  although  previous  to  that  time 
there  were  uprisings  among  workingmen 
in  protest  against  unjust  economic  con- 
ditions. In  ancient  times  there  were  a 
number  of  uprisings  among  the  great 
mass  of  toilers,  but  most  of  the  workers 
were  slaves.  Long  lists  of  so-called  la- 
bor unions  are  given  in  ancient  docu- 
ments, and  stories  are  told  of  rebellions 
and  social  wars  which,  in  almost  every 
case,  turned  out  disastrously  to  the  strik- 
ers, who  were  crucified  by  the  thousands. 
It  is  said  that  Croesus  and  Pompey  alone 
crucified  over  6,000  workingmen  on  the 
Appian  Way  ''as  examples  of  the  awful 
blood- wreaking  to  be  expected  from  Ro- 
man military  justice . "  Twenty  thousand 
were  similarly  massacreed  at  Enna  and 
Taoromanion.  The  organization  of  la- 
bor under  these  conditions  was  manifest- 
ly impossible,  and  thla  situation  prevailed 


for  many  centuries.  Spasmodic  efforts 
were  made  from  time  to  time  during 
these  years  to  form  some  kind  of  an  or- 
ganization among  the  toilers,  but  the 
records  of  these  movements  are  unsatis- 
factory and  very  meagre.  Occasionally 
the  curtain  lifts  enough  to  give  us  a 
glimpse  into  the  lives  of  the  working 
people  as  they  were  related  to  the  mat- 
ter of  co-operation  and  union,  but,  on 
the  whole,  few  writers  care  to  speak 
with  positiveness  on  this  question.  In 
the  fourteenth  century  incipient  **  trades 
unions"  were  formed  by  workingmen, 
which  strongly  resembled  those  of  the 
present  day.  In  1837  the  servingmen  of 
the  London  cordwainers  rebelled  against 
the  • 'overseers  of  the  trade,"  and  later 
the  servingmen  of  the  saddler  and  the 
tailors  took  similar  action.  In  1688  it 
was  reported  to  Cromwell  that  twenty- 
one  journeymen  shoemakers  of  Wisbeck 
had  assembled  on  a  hill  without  the  town, 
and  sent  three  of  their  number  to  sum- 
mon all  the  master  shoe-makers  to  meet 
them,  in  order  to  insist  upon  an  advance 
in  their  wages,  threatening  that  * 'there 
shall  pone  come  into  the  town  to  serve 
for  that  wages  within  a  twelve-month 
and  a  day,  but  we  woU  have  an  harme  or 
a  leg  of  hym,  except  they  will  take  an 
othe  as  we  have  doon." 

In  1741  there  appeared  an  essay  in 
which  it  was  remarked  that  the  wool- 
combers  had  "for  a  number  of  years  past 
erected  themselves  into  a  sort  of  a  cor- 
poration  (though  without  a  charter.) 
Their  first  pretense  was  to  take  care  of 
their  poor  brethren  that  should  fall  sick 
or  be  out  of  work;  and  this  was  done  by 
meeting  once  or  twice  a  week,  by  each 
one  of  them  contributing  twopence  or 
threepence  toward  the  box  to  make  a 
bank,  and  when  they  became  a  little  for- 
midable they  gave  laws  to  their  masters, 
and  also  to  themselves  viz :  that  no  man 
should  comb  wool  under  two  shillings 
per  dozen ;  that  no  master  should  employ 
any  comber  that  was  not  of  their  club; 
if  he  did  they  agreed  one  and  all  not  to 
work  for  him;  and  if  he  employed  twen- 
ty they  all  of  them  turned  out,  and  often- 
times were  not  satisfied  with  that,  but 
would  abuse  the  honest  man  that  would 
labor,  and  in  a  riotous  manner  beat  hiqn, 
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break  his  comb-pots,  and  destroy  his 
working  tools.  They  further  support 
one  another,  in  so  much  that  they  have 
become  one  society  throughout  the  king- 
dom."—By  Rev.  Charles  Stelzle. 


Opinions  Wortti  Reading. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  the  ideal  of 
trade  unionism  will  be  reached  when  a 
strong  oi^anization  of  labor,  supplied 
with  an  ample  reserve  fund  and  em- 
bracing every  workman  in  its  trade,  shall 
find  itself  face  to  face  with  an  equally 
strong  association  of  employers  embrac- 
ing every  employer  in  the  trade..  The 
two  will  then  meet  upon  a  basis  of  abso- 
lute equality. — John  Mitchell. 

Under  present  conditions  women  must 
work,  but  society  must  govern  industry 
and  industry  must  not  pollute  and  destroy 
society.  Industry  must  be  fitted  for 
women,  most  be  clean,  with  reasonable 
hours,  and  a  more  just  wage — the  human 
race  must  not  deteriorate  for  the  advan- 
tage of  a  few.  Putting  it  mildly,  the  la- 
borer who  creates  value  is  entitled  to  a 
reasonable  percentage  of  the  value  crea- 
ted, whether  man,  woman  or  child.  The 
percentage  paid  in  proportion  to  the  val- 
ue of  products  created  is  much  less  now 
than  years  ago.  It  is  proper  to  render 
to  the  Caesers  of  Industry  that  which  is 
theirs,  but  let  them  render  to  the  work- 
men, the  images  of  Gk>d,  that  which  is 
theirs  in  wages,  healthful  conditions, 
comforts  and  joys. — Henry  W.  Bullock, 
of  the  Indianapolis  Bar. 


OM-Age  Pensions. 

While  the  principle  of  providing  pen- 
sions for  public  service  employes  has 
long  been  established  in  such  states  as 
Massachusetts  and  New  Jersy,  the  Re- 
view states  that  the  American  legisla- 
tures have  not  yet  accepted. the  principle 
of  industrial  old-age  pensions.  A  bill, 
based  upon  a  careful  preliminary  study 
of  existing  systems  of  industrial  pensions 
in  other  countries,  was  presented  in 
Massachusetts,  but  was  defeated.  New 
Jersey,  however,  has  provided  for  a 
oommiBsiou  to  report  a  bill  in  1911. 


Hours  of  LaiH>r. 

An  amendment  to  the  federal  eight- 
hour  law  of  1892  definitely  brings  con- 
struction work  on  navy  vessels  within 
the  operation  of  the  law.  By  an  act 
which  promises  to  be  enforceable,  the 
eight-hour  day  is  established  on  public 
works  in  Kentucky.  Attempts  to  restrict 
the  hours  of  labor  for  women  in  Ohio 
were  unsuccessful,  but  in  New  York  and 
Virginia  efforts  ,to  extend  the  working 
day  by  special  exemption  for  certain 
occupations  were  defeated.  Legislation 
affecting  the  hours  and  working  con- 
ditions of  children  was  enacted  in  eight 
states  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The 
night  messenger  service  was  closed  to 
young  persons  in  several  states,  and  in 
New  Jersey  a  long  struggle  to  prohibit 
the  night  work  of  children  met  with 
final  success. 


The  Union  Label. 


We  have  received  a  communication 
from  Bro.  Thomas  Tracy,  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Union  Label  Trades  De- 
partment of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  calling  your  attention  to  the  fact 
*'that  the  time  is  fast  approaching  when 
our  members  and  friends  will  of  necessity, 
because  of  weather  conditions,  be  called 
upon  to  make  purchases  of  gloves  of 
every  description."  He  further  states 
that  the  Glove  Workers'  International 
Union  of  America  have  been  struggling 
for  some  time  to  better  the  hours  and 
working  conditions  of  the  men  and  wom- 
en engaged  in  that  industry,  and  that, 
particularly  at  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  the 
manufacturers  have  antagonized  the  ef- 
forts of  the  union  to  organize  their  fel- 
low-workers. Notwithstanding  the  in- 
tense opposition  the  organization  has 
met  with,  it  has  maintained  the  union, 
and,  while  small  in  numbers,  the  mem- 
bers have  insisted  upon  their  rights  to 
organize  and  maintain  decent  conditions. 
They  have  succeeded  in  having  their 
label  adopted  by  several  manufacturers 
throughout  the  country  and  now  appeal 
to  all  other  unions  and  request  that  Uiey 
insist,  when  purchasing  gloves  of  any 
character  or  material,  that  tb9  uoioQ 
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Ubel  of  the  Qlove  Workers'  Internatioual 
Union  shall  be  attached  thereto,  and 
farther  request  that  when  buying  gloves, 
if  your  dealer  does  not  have  the  union- 
made  gloves,  you  inform  him  where  they 
may  be  obtained.  We  trust  our  mem- 
bers will  comply  with  their  request  and 
insist  upon  the  label.  If  the  dealer  can- 
not furnish  you  with  the  union-made 
gloves,  you  can  procure  them  of  any  of 
the  firms  that  advertise  in  our  journal. 
Unionism  means  co-operation,  and  by 
co-operation  we  can  assist  the  members 
of  this  worthy  organization.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  list  of  the  manufacturers  us- 
ing the  union  label: 

O.  C.  Hanson  Mfg.  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Ellsworth  &  Thayer  Mfg.  Oo. ,  Milwaukee, 

Wis. 
Milwaukee  Glove  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
C.  D.  Osborn  Glove  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 
Chicago  Glove  &  Mitten  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 
Perfect  Glove  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 
Ripon  Knitting  Works,  Ripon,  Wis. 
La  Crosse  Knitting  Works,   La  Crosse, 

Wis. 
Hamilton    Carhartt  Mfg.   Co.,   Detroit, 

Mich. 
Pried-Ostermann  Glove  Co.  ,Rockford,Ill. 
Zuver  Bros.  &  Davidson,  Oakland,  Cal. 
Bradt  &  Shipman,  De  Kalb,  111. 
H.  &  L.  Block  Co.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Monarch  Glove  Works,  San  Francisco, 

Cal. 
Edgar  B.  Hallock,  Allegheny,  Pa. 
C.  Trager,  Seattle,  W^ash. 
Eureka  Suspender  &  Glove  Co.,  Seattle, 

Wash. 
Hansen- Westberg  Glove  Co.,  Boone,  la. 
Durham  Glove  Co.,  ltd.,  Bowmttnville, 

Ont.,  Canada. 
Hamilton  Carhartt,  mfr.,  ltd.,  Toronto, 

Out.,  Canada. 
The  Rex  Glove  Co.,  Toronto,  Ont.,  Can. 
H.  E.  Cooper,  Toronto,  Ont.,  Canada. 
Eureka  Glove  Co.,  Greenville,  Mich. 


Mother  Jones  writes  the  Citizen  that 
while  passing  through  Youngstown  she 
learned  from  the  iron  and  steel  workers 
that  a  new  continuous  mill  of  the  upper 
Carnegie  plant  displaces  fourteen  skilled 
men  and  saves  Carnegie  or  the  trust  |50 
per  day  in  this  one  instance  alone.  In 
the  same  plant  a  young  fellow  lost  his 


arm  while  grinding  out  profits  to  keep 
Andy  growing  fat  with  wealth.  The 
company  promised  him  a  life  job  if  he 
wouldn't  sue  for  damages.  He  agreed 
and  carried  water  with  his  remaining 
arm.  But  the  plutes  -saw  that  the  crip- 
ple was  pillaging  them  in  this  one- 
handed  but  high-handed  robbery,  so 
they  purchased  an  artificial  arm  for  him, 
probably  compelling  the  other  workers 
to  save  their  tobacco  coupons.  The 
artificial  arm  is  so  constructed  that  the  * 
hand  can  be  unscrewed  when  the  young 
man  comes  to  work  and  a  hook  can  be 
substituted.  Now  the  cripple  can  cany 
two  buckets  of  water  instead  of  one,  and 
Carnegie  will  soon  be  able  to  give  away 
another  library. — Cleveland  Citizen. 

Simplicity. 

Be  simple,  unaffected;  be  honest  in 
your  speaking  and  writing.  Never  use  a 
long  word  where  a  short  one  will  do  as 
well. 

Call  a  spade  by  its  name,  not  a  well 
known  oblong  instrument  of  manual  la- 
bor. Let  a  home  be  a  home  and  not  a 
residence ;  a  place,  not  a  locality,  and  so 
on  of  the  rest.  When  a  short  word  will 
do,  you  always  lose  by  a  long  one.  You 
lose  in  clearness,  you  lose  in  honest  ex- 
pression of  meaning,  and  in  the  estima- 
tion of  all  men  who  are  capable  of  judg- 
ing you  lose  in  reputation  for  ability. 

The  only  true  way  to  shine  in  this  false 
world  is  to  be  modest  and  unassuming. 
Falsehood  may  be  a  thick  crust,  but  in 
the  course  of  time  truth  will  find  a  place 
to  break  through.  Elegance  of  language 
may  not  be  in  the  power  of  us  all,  but 
simplicity  and  straightforwardness  are. 
— Wm.  CuUen  Bryant  to  a  Young  Editor. 

Mabk  Enderby,  Engineer,  by  Robert 
Fulkerson  Hoffman,  published  by  the  A. 
C.  McClurg  &  Co.  of  Chicago,  New  York 
and  San  Francisco.  Price  $1.50  This  is 
a  railroad  story  considerably  above  the 
average  in  interest.  Contains  twenty- 
three  chapters,  each  one  of  which  is  re- 
plete with  living  characters  and  realistic 
scenes  of  railroad  life  on  a  mountain  di- 
vision. We  heartily  recommend  this 
book  as  the  best  of  its  kind  we  have  read 
in  a  long  time. 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

All  oontributions  to  oor  correspondence  colomns  must  be  in  NOT  LATBR  than  the  TENTH  OF  THE 
MONTH  to  insure  publication. 

Articles  must  be  written  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Noms  de  plume  mar  be  used,  but  every  article 
must  be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  and  address  of  the  writer  to  Insure  insertion. 

We  shall  be  grlad  to  receive  articles  on  any  subject  of  greneral  interest  to  the  fraternity. 

Sectarian,  partisan,  sectional  or  racial  discussions  will  not  be  printed. 

All  communications  are  subject  to  revision  or  rejection,  as  the  editor  may  deem  proper. 

The  editor  does  not  assume  responsibility  for  the  opinions  expressed  by  contributors  in  this  department. 

All  correspondence  pertaining:  to  the  Advocatb  should  be  addressed  to  S.  J.  Pbgo.  Editor  and  Mana«rer. 
Vanol  Rnildins.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 


R.OSS,  Ky. 

Dear  brothers,  I  wish  to  write  a  line  or 
two  for  pablication  in  our  Advocatb  to 
let  yon  know  that  I  still  have  interest  in 
the  Brotherhood  work.  I  have  not  been 
working  in  the  maintenance-of-way  de- 
partment for  quite  a  while.  I  have  been 
assistant  foreman  on  a  construction  force. 
One  thing  I  am  proud  to  say  is,  while  we 
are  construction  people,  my  foreman  and 
myself  both  carry  an  up-to-date  card  in 
the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 

When  I  first  came  to  work  I  found 
Bro.  W.  L.  Ayers  in  the  gang  also  with 
an  up-to-date  card,  and  this,  of  course, 
made  me  feel  at  home.  Some  people  say 
construction  men  are  not  considered 
when  a  committee  goes  to  Richmond. 
This  is  not  true.  When  the  maintenance- 
of-way  boys  go  up  a  notch  or  two,  we 
.  construction  men  go  right  along  with  the 
maintenance-of-way  boys.  Therefore,  if 
we  are  to  share  with  them  in  whatever 
increase  the  Order  brings  about,  why  not 
share  with  them  in  the  expense  of  main- 
taining a  Brotherhood  that  has  done  the 
poor  working  men  in  the  several  depart- 
ments of  construction  work  so  much  good. 

I  would  like  to  speak  of  one  other  mat- 
ter. We  are  all  human  and  as  such  are 
liable  to  make  some  mistakes,  and  the 
great  lesson  for  us  all  to  learn  is,  to  take 
a  reasonable  portion  of  our  mistakes  to 
ourselves  and  not  try  to  pass  them  over 
to  our  brothers.      Divide  them   up  and 


they  won't  be  so  heavy  on  any  one.  I 
am  glad  that  I  have  sense  enough  to 
know  that  I  do  make  mistakes,  but  I  am 
still  glad  that  if  I  do  make  them  I  am 
convinced  of  the  same  and  am  willing  to 
acknowledge  I  was  wrong  and  try  to  do 
better. 

We  have  a  representative  company 
and  we  know  and  fully  realize  the  bene- 
fits that  are  to  be  derived  through  or- 
ganization. 

I  am  proud  to  note  the  progress  the 
Order  has  make  since  September  19  to 
October  19,  a  total  increase  of  893  mem- 
bers. I  note  that  693  are  from  the  Unit- 
ed States.  This  shows  you  that  our  boys 
on  this  side  of  the  line  are  not  dead  to 
their  best  interests. 

There  is  a  little  matter  I  would  like  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  brothers  on  the 
different  railways  to,  especially  those 
where  we  have  agreements  or  working 
contracts,  and  it  is  this.  There  are  a 
number  of  men  on  the  various  railway 
systems  who  are  engaged  in  construc- 
tion work,  many  of  them  are  chosen 
from  the  ranks  of  our  Brotherhood. 

When  the  time  arrives  for  the  com- 
mittee to  go  before  the  representative 
management,  could  the  construction  peo- 
ple arrange  in  any  way  to  have  their  su- 
perior officials  to  meet  jointly  with  the 
maintenance-of-way  officials  and  at  the 
same  time  have  a  committee  represent 
the  construction  people  on  the  railway? 

I  do  not  claim  I  am  wise  enough  to  say 
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this  can  be  donOt  but  merely  mention  it 
now  and  think  it  is  worthy  of  our  con- 
sideration. The  reason  why  I  would  like 
to  see  this  plan  adopted,  provided  it 
could  be  consistently  done  is,  we  have 
some  good  Brotherhood  men  in  the  con- 
struction department  who  are  paying 
their  dues  right  along  and  there  are  oth- 
ers working  right  along  side  of  them  re- 
ceiving the  same  pay  and  if  we  insist  on 
them  joining  the  Brotherhood,  they  con- 
gratulate themselves  with  the  idea  that 
the  construction  people  are  not  repre- 
sented when  the  committee  goes  before 
the  management.  At  the  same  time  he 
is  just  like  the  non  or  the  scab  in  the 
main tenanoe-of- way  department,  when 
the  committee  goes  up  for  more  money 
and  better  conditions,  he  sits  at  home 
vith  his  pockets  wide  open  to  receive 
the  money  that  his  fellow  craftsmen 
through  much  effort  and  expense  will 
pat  into  them,  and  his  ears  are  wide 
open  to  hear  what  they  have  done  in 
Richmond  or  Roanoke  and  when  the 
news  is  broken  to  him,  he  begins  to  And 
fault  because  they  did  not  All  his  pockets 
and  bring  him  some  more  on  a  silver 
plate.    Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

F.  M.  Crbast. 


Louisville,  Miss. 


As  I  have  not  taken  the  time  nor  space 
to  write  to  the  dear  old  Advocate,  I 
will  endeavor  to  drop  a  few  lines  with 
regard  to  the  N.  O.  &M.  C.  By.  Weare 
getting  along  nicely  with  our  road  down 
in  old  Mississippi,  if  it  is  a  mud  line. 
We  are  still  solid  on  the  N.  A.  division 
hot  there  are  a  few  nons  on  the  Louis- 
ville division.  ^ 

There  have  been  several  changes  n^e 
in  the  last  few  months  and  the  new:men 
do  not  seem  to  take  hold  very  readily, 
hut  I  believe  we  will  christianize  them 
soon.  I  have  read  nearly  every  word  in 
the  November  Advocate  and  found  some 
very  interesting  reading  in  its  pages.  I 
•ay  skiddoo  with  section  foreman,  twen- 
^-three  too.  Are  all  men  like  him? 
Brothers,  be  men  or  mice.  If  you 
are  a  mouse  go  to  **mousedom"  and 
dwell  forever. 

I  found  some  very  good  information 


in  the  Technical  Department  concerning 
drainage  and  the  care  of  culverts.  I  have 
been  doing  some  ditching  and  embank- 
ing for  two  months,  also  repairs  of  cul- 
verts of  which  I  consider  very  essential 
to  track. 

Now,  brothers,  as  I  have  said  as  much 
as  I  am  entitled  to  say,  let's  get  down  to 
business,  let's  be  men  of  brotherly  love 
and  band  together  and  pay  up  in  Decem- 
ber and  keep  the  good  work  going  on. 
Be  sober,  honest,  upright  and  gentle  in 
all  we  do  and  work  for  the  betterment 
of  our  cause  and  conditions  and  the 
world  is  with  us.  Wishing  1911  to  be  the 
banner  year,  I  am,  yours  in  B.  L.  andU., 
Cert.  No.  A8489. 


Truro.  N.  S. 


As  I  have  not  seen  any  letters  from 
the  members  of  Truro  Lodge  No.  164,  I 
thought  I  would  write  one  myself  and 
find  out  if  the  br6thers  are  living.  Wake 
up,  brothers!  Don't  you  know  that  it  is 
near  Christmas,  and  it  is  time  we  were 
thinking  of  getting  an  increase  in  pay. 
I  am  afraid  that  some  of  our  brothers 
are  not  working  very  hard  for  ah  in- 
crease in  pay,  as  some  are  ba^fc  in  their 
dues.  Now,  brothers,  if  you  are  scared 
of  your  foreman  or  roadmastor  and  dare 
not  ask  for  a  pass  to  attend  your  lodge 
meeting,  why  not  send  your  dues  by 
some  other  brother  who  is  in  good  stand- 
ing, and  try  to  keep  yourself  on  the 
firing  line  and  help  to  swell  the  tide  of 
oi^anization  and  strengthen  the  hands 
of  the  Brotherhood. 

What  would  we  do  today  if  it  were  not 
for  our  good  old  Brotherhood  on  the 
Intercolonial  Railway?  We  would  be 
ba^ck  in  the  mud  working  for  99  cents 
per  day.  Brother,  I  would  like  to  be  a 
foreman  and  have  some  of  you  brothers 
working  under  me,  who  are  back  in  your 
dues  and  running  down  the  Brotherhood. 
I  would  recommend  that  you  leave  the 
I.  C.  R.  and  go  to  Springhill  and  scab 
with  the  miners.  I  am  just  waking  up 
myself  by  hearing  non-union  men  talk- 
ing so  loudly.  It  is  coming  to  the 
time  when  any  man  who  is  not  a  Broth- 
erhood man  with  an  up-to-date  card  in 
his  pocket  does  not  amount  to  much. 
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Were  it  uob  iuflicting  untold  misery  on 
the  innocent  wives  and  children  of  those 
non-union  men,  I  would  honestly  wish 
that  all  organization  would  be  outside  of 
our  country  so  that  these  men  would  be 
compelled  to  work  for  their  board.  Qet 
into  an  oi^anization  and  combat  the  in- 
terests that  are  against  organized  labor. 
It  requires  some  drastic  measures  to 
waken  them  to  a  sense  of  their  rights. 
A  man  who  fights  against  a  Brotherhood 
would  fight  against  his  own  country. 

Organized  labor  has  got  to  win  the 
fight,  and  the  only  way  to  win  it  is  for 
each  employe  to  go  to  the  front  of  the 
firing  line  and  be  a  true  soldier  of  the 
organization  and  not  a  deserter  or  back- 
slider. A  man  who  will  fight  for  his 
rights  and  not  turn  faint-hearted,  for  a 
faint-hearted  man  will  not  win  anything, 
not  even  a  fair  lady.  Some  of  our  young 
men  do  not  want  to  die  old  bachelors, 
but  if  they  are  no  better  courting  the 
girls  than  they  are  looking  after  their 
interests  in  the  Brotherhood,  that  will 
be  their  fate. 

I  think  I  have  said  enough  for  this 
time.  Hoping  to  see  a  larger  turnout  at 
our  next  meeting,  and  also  the  back- 
sliders come  into  the  fold  and  renew 
their  obligations,  as  is  their  duty,  I  re- 
main, fraternally  yours,  R.  A.  0. 


CooiiTllle,  on  the  N.  d  W.  Ry. 

Dear  old  Advocate  readers,  I  have 
never  written  anything  for  your  pages, 
but  will  try  to  write  you  a  few  lines 
today.  I  will  first  outline  my  trip  to  the 
convention,  in  company  with  two  pals, 
«*Windy"  and  •*Hot  Air,'*  respectfully 
named  such  by  their  comrade  enroute. 

First  •* Windy"  wrote  me  to  be  in  line 
for  train  No.  3  on  a  certain  date,  and,  of 
course,  in  due  time  I  answered  his  letter 
and  told  him  I  would  be  on  hand  and  we 
would  take  the  trip  together,  and  so  the 
time  came  for  the  promises  to  be  ful- 
filled, I  kissed  '*madam"  goodbye  and 
shook  hands  with  my  friends  and  boarded 
the  '*jerk  water"  for  the  main  line. 

On  the  arrival  of  No.  3,  we  boarded  it 
and  went  back  to  the  car  called  the 
sleeper,  and  the  door  was  closed.  I 
could  not  find  the  bell  button,  and,  as  I 


was  from  West  Virginia,  I  just  openea 
the  door  and  fell  in  and  went  to  the 
place  where  drummers  smoke  cigars  and 
tell  jokes,  and  there  sat  * 'Windy"  with 
a  cigar  in  his  mouth  and  a  four-days-old 
newspaper,  reading  the  news.  I  asked 
him  if  this  was  the  sleeper,  and  he  told 
me  it  was.  I  asked  him  if  a  fellow  had 
to  sleep  on  a  bench,  and  he  looked  sur- 
prised at  my  ignoiance  and  informed 
me  that  the  sleeping  apartments  were 
farther  back  and  that  "Hot  Air"  was 
back  there,  having  already  retired.  Di- 
rectly the  colored  man  came  in,  and 
'* Windy"  asked  him  something  about  a 
berth  for  me,  and  I  Jumped  up  and  asked 
him  how  in  thunder  he  knew  anything 
about  it  and  said  that  I  hoped  it  would 
not  happen  until  I  got  back  home. 
Afterwards  I  found  out  I  misunderstood 
his  language,  or  something  like  that. 
After  I  had  tried  to  smoke  a  ' 'three- for- 
five,"  ''Windy"  said  I  had  better  go  to 
bed.  I  consented,  and  he  pushed  against 
the  wall  and  in  walked  a  "coon,*'  and 
we  told  him  we  wanted  to  go  to  bed  and 
he  motioned  for  us  to  follow  him,  and  I 
suppose  he  could  not  talk,  but  we  lined 
up  after  we  got  further  back  in  the  car 
and  the  coon  brought  out  a  ladder  like 
the  one  we  used  to  get  up  stairs  on  at 
home,  only  smaller,  and  said  our  berths 
were  ready.  1  always  had  to  sleep  up- 
stairs at  home,  but  how  that  coon  knew 
it  I  cannot  tell,  but  that  is  where  he  had 
me.  I  had  to  go  into  the  berth  and  un- 
dress, and,  in  doing  so,  my  watch  fell 
out  to  the  bunk  below  me.  I  yelled  to 
the  coon,  and  he  came  at  a  two-mile 
gait  like  all  of  them  do.  As  it  happened, 
there  was  a  whiskey  drummer  in  the 
bunk  below  me,  and  he  said  if  I  would 
promise  to  never  sign  the  pledge  and  to 
use  the  brand  of  whiskey  he  represented, 
he  would  cough  up  the  watch.  I  prom- 
ised, and  he  delivered  the  goods,  and 
the  next  morning  he  gave  me  a  sam^^e, 
but  I  am  afraid  I  broke  the  contract,  but 
I  had  a  right  to  and  can  prove  it  by  my 
pals. 

I  awoke  the  next  morning  quite  soared 
for  fear  we  had  already  passed  Boet<mi 
but  "Windy"  said  we  had  not  passed 
Columbus  yet  and  were  three  hours  late. 
When  we  arrived  in  Columbus  we  found 
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we  had  miased  connection  seven  hours, 
BO  \ve  took  in  the  town.  We  called  on 
Qovemor  Harmon  and  he  sent  us  to  the 
**pen.'*  We  finally  got  away  from  the 
guards,  after  being  skinned  out  of  $1.75. 
When  we  came  up  to  main  street,  I  told 
my  pals  I  was  hungry  and  we  hunted 
for  some  place  to  eat.  We  finally  found 
one,  and,  my!  don't  I  wish  T.  J.  O.  had 
been  there.  I  never  saw  so  many  pretty 
girls,  and  such  pretty  smiles  they  gave 
as,  along  with  something  nice  to  eat. 
Well,  in  due  time  we  started  to  Boston, 
bat  before  leaving  Columbus  I  struck  a 
man  faller  (Fuller)  than  we  were,  and 
immediately  named  him  ** Uncle  Fuller." 
We  changed  oars  at  Toledo  and  arrived 
at  Buffalo  about  6:30  a.  m.  and  missed 
oar  connection  there  six  hours,  so  it  was 
moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  we 
hunt  np  another  cook  shop  and  repair 
the  inner  man,  and  then  spend  a  quarter 
2nd  see  the  wonderful  Niagara  Falls.  It 
most  take  my  breath  away  to  write 
aboat  it.  It  reminded  me  of  the  water 
pouring  over  the  mill  dam  when  I  used 
to  go  to  .the  mill  (only  Niagara  Falls  are 
larger).  We  took  in  the  falls  and  then 
let  some  others  take  us  in.  My!  but 
that  was  a  fast  bus  ride.  We  crossed 
over  into  Canada  and  were  taken  in 
tiiere.  We  went  into  a  balloon,  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind,  and  went  through  a 
tunnel  right  under  the  falls.  It  so  much 
reminded  me  of  the  times  when  we  used 
to  go  swimming  below  the  afore  men- 
tioned mill  dam.  We  just  had  a  lovely 
time.  •  'Windy'*  received  a  nice  souvenir 
down  there  in  the  way  of  a  *'punk 
knock"  on  the  back  of  his  head.  In  de- 
livering his  part  of  **Three  Cheers  for 
Canada,"  his  feet  slipped  out  from  under 
him  and  his  head  struck  some  Canadian 
rocks,  so  **Hot  Air"  and  myself  had  to 
buy  all  the  souvenirs  the  girls  had  at  the 
end  of  the  Canadian  bridge. 

After  seeing  all  the  wonderful  sights 
and  being  skinned  again  until  we  were 
tired,  we  departed  for  Buffalo,  and  in 
doe  time  were  *  *put  off. ' '  Then,  leaving 
Baffalo  for  Albany,  we  arrived  at  2  p.  m. 
and  repaired  to  a  hotel  and  ordered  two 
sappers  and  a  feed  of  oats.  We  went  to 
bed  and  arose  at  6  a.  m.  and  took  in  the 
Tillage.    I  forgot  to  mention  that  I  found 


another  pal  on  the  way  to  Albany.  He 
was  in  a  sleeper  and  came  over  to  the 
baggage  car  where  they  had  put  us. 
Finding  us  congenial  company,  he  went 
back  to  the  sleeping-car  man  and  wanted 
him  to  refund  his  '*dough,"  as  he  found 
he  was  not  sleepy,  but  this  was  turned 
down  as  against  the  rules  of  the  com- 
pany, and  he  came  back  and  stayed  with 
Uncle  Fuller.  Albany  is  a  very  nice 
village.  We  called  on  the  gfovemor,  but 
got  lost  in  the  capitol  building  and  had 
to  give  a  man  50  cents  to  get  us  out.  It 
would  not  do  for  T.  J.  O.  to  visit  this 
building,  on  account  of  the  sayings 
written  about  the  late  war  and  how  the 
Northern  boys  licked  the  South  or  cap- 
tured so  and  so.  I  just  had  to  grin  and 
bear  it,  being  the  son  of  a  rebel  soldier. 

Well,  indue  time  we  started  for  Boston 
and  saw  much  beautiful  scenery  and  saw 
nothing  more.  We  arrived  in  Boston 
sober  and  about  in  our  right  mind.  Be- 
ing too  wise  to  inquire  for  the  American 
House,  we  finally  worked  the  puzzle  and 
arrived  there  a  little  worse  for  travel, 
but  still  in  the  ring,  meeting  Brothers 
Lowe,  Pegg,  Gerrey  and  **Has  Anybody 
Here  Seen  Kelly?" 

Well,  I  will  cut  this  out  and  tell  you 
what  all  happened  at  the  convention  in 
my  next  letter,  if  this  passes  the  goat, 
and  give  a  few  particulars  concerning 
our  Brotherhood  in  this  locality.  We 
seem  to  be  on  the  average  progressive 
side.  The  boys  are  slow  paying  up.  I 
suppose  they  are  waiting  for  Tom  to 
come  around  and  g^ve  them  one  of  his 
pleasant  smiles  and  collect  the  dough, 
but  I  hope  to  soon  see  the  time  when  it 
will  be  a  race  among  us  to  see  who  can 
pay  up  first,  and,  furthermore,  do  the 
most  to  upbuild  the  Brotherhood,  and 
then  we  will  put  things  on  the  **hum," 
and  the  railway  companies  will  know  we 
have  come  to  stay,  and  such  railway 
systems  that  have  refused  to  meet  our 
committee  and  give  them  the  increased 
rates,  with  a  good  working  agreement, 
will  be  begging  Brother  Lowe  to  send 
organizers  and  line  their  men  up,  fur- 
nishing expenses.  This  may  sound  broad, 
but  it  can  be  done  if  every  brother  will 
do  his  duty.  We  should  take  a  motto 
from  the  good  old  song,  **We  must  fight 
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if  we  must  win,"  and  then  fight,  using 
brotherly  love  as  our  ammunition,  unity 
as  our  fortress. 

I  will  close,  wishing  all  the  brothers 
and  sisters  succesa  in  all  their  under- 
takings, Brothers  Lowe  and  Pegg  twice 
that  much.  If  this  escapes  the  goat,  I 
will  write  again.    Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Gassy. 

Matewan,  W.  Va. 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt  to  write  to 
the  Advocate,  I  will  endeavor  to  pen  a 
few  lines.  I  do  not  want  to  intrude  or 
hurt  the  feelings  of  the  journal  agent  of 
Lodge  No.  31,  but  I  think  he  should  wake 
up  and  let  us  hear  from  him  occasionally. 
In  fact,  I  think  it  is  time  that  all  the 
boys  on  this  division  get  woke  up  and 
put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  »tart 
it  rolling  and  keep  it  rolling.  Let  us  put 
Tug  River  Lodge  No.  31  on  the  Roll  of 
Honor.  She  has  been  there  before;  let. 
us  put  her  there  again  and  keep  her. 
Now,  boys,  on  the  Pocahontas  division, 
why  don't  you  turn  out  and  attend  the 
lodge  meetings  regularly,  pay  your  dues 
and  assessments  at  the  proper  time  and 
not  become  a  backslider?  All  of  you 
section  foremen,  bring  your  men  that 
are  eligible  to  membership,  with  you  to 
our  meetings  and  get  them  lined  up. 

A  few  words  to  the  non-union  men. 
Come  to  our  lodge  and  get  lined  up  with 
us.  It  is  not  right  that  you  should  stand 
out  in  the  cold  and  let  union  men  carry 
your  load  for  you  as  well  as  our  own. 
Don't  you  feel  as  though  you  were  doing 
wrong?  Think  of  your  best  interests  and 
come  along  and  help  us  bear  the  burden. 
The  stronger  we  are  the  easier  our  bur- 
den will  be.  If  you  will  come  to  the 
lodge  we  will  show  you  the  way  in  and  I 
assure  you  that  you  will  receive  your 
money's  worth.  Let  every  man  who 
works  in  the  main  tenance-of- way  depart- 
ment carry  an  up-to-date  card.  Be  strong 
Brotherhood  men  and  then  we  will  get 
paid  in  proportion  for  our  labor.  Get 
solidly  organized  and  be  in  the  front 
rank.  Just  think  of  it,  no  matter  how 
cold  it  is  nor  how  hard  it  rains,  we  have 
to  go.  We  have  to  work  rain  or  shine, 
cold  or  hot,  and  I  don't  think  we  are 
paid  enough  for  our  hard  labor.    I  \qnfg^ 


to  see  the  time  come  when  we  will  be 
paid  something  that  is  right.  At  the 
present  we  are  paid  the  lowest  wages  of 
any  employes  in  the  railway  company 
service  and  yet  bear  the  hardest  toil. 

I  hope  the  journal  agent  of  Lodg^  No. 
31  will  give  a  little  contribution  to  our 
Advocate  and  to  the  officers  of  Lodge 
No.  31.  I  would  like  to  see  the  work 
done  in  a  nice  manner  and  in  order. 
Keep  your  lamps  trimmed  and  burning. 
Let  every  member  attend  the  meetings 
regularly  then  you  will  see  the  wheels 
go  around. 

I  am  a  section  foreman  on  the  N.  &  W. 
Ry.,  Pocahontas  division.  I  began  to 
work  on  the  track  in  1903  at  $1.30  per  day ; 
joined  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  in  1907  and 
have  carried  an  up-to-date  card  ever 
since.  I  will  close  now,  hoping  to  see 
every  road  with  a  signed  contract  in  the 
near  future.  Cert.  No.  77694. 


Southern  Rail^v^ay. 

As  no  one  from  the  Birmingham  di- 
vision has  written  anything  to  the  Ad- 
vocate for  some  time,  I  will  try,  though 
I  am  a  poor  hand  to  write  letters,  but  as 
I  have  been  elected  journal  agent  for 
Lodge  No.  375,  will  do  the  best  I  oan. 

I  never  try  to  shirk  upon  a  duty  when 
imposed  upon  me,  and  I  believe  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  each  one  to  pull  in  harness 
together  with  his  partner. 

We  met  at  Armiston,  Va.,  the  third 
Sunday  in  November  and  had  a  nice 
meeting,  with  a  good  number  of  the 
boys  present.  We  might  have  had  a 
better  meeting,  and  I  want  to  say  to 
those  brothers  who  attend  the  meetings, 
that  you  have  paid  your  ferriage  across 
the  union  river;  why  do  you  stand  on 
the  bank  and  not  cross  over  and  do  your 
part.  If  I  pay  for  anything,  I  am  going 
to  see  what  is  in  it.  I  am  anxious  to  see 
about  the  nons.  Now,  boys,  there  is  not 
any  use  in  dodging  this  or  anything  else; 
we  must  all  do  our  part.  If  we  try  to  do 
the  duty  assigned  to  us  by  our  super- 
visors and  roadmasters,  we  should  also 
see  to  it  and  do  the  right  thing  for  the 
up-building  of  our  Brotherhood.  Yon 
cannot  catch  a  bullfrog  by  walking  up 
behind  him;  you  have  got  to  go  in  front 
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o!  him  and  the  pond  and  look  him 
etraight  in  the  eyes.  He  is  sure  to  jump 
toward  the  water,  not  out  on  dry  land. 
Are  you  waiting  for  some  one  else? 
Suppose  every  one  should  wait  for  some 
one  else.  As  I  said  about  the  bullfrog, 
we  would  all  probably  be  walking  behind 
our  rights,  and  we  never  could  accom- 
plish anything  in  the  Brotherhood.  Now, 
let  us  be  up  and  doing  here  in  getting 
our  rights.  Do  as  Benjamin  Franklin 
said  ( I  guess  the  most  of  you  have  read 
of  him.)  He  said,  **Never  make  a  trade 
crossing  a  stream.  Make  your  trade 
first  and  then  cross  the  stream."  Then 
demand  your  rights. 

Man  comes  into  this  world  without  his 
consent  and  leaves  it  against  his  will. 
During  his  stay  on  earth  his  time  is  spent 
in  one  continuous  round  of  contrariness 
and  misunderstandings.  Now,  brothers, 
lot  us  not  be  always  that  way;  let  us  get 
out  of  that  rnt.  We  can  make  our  Order 
better,  stronger  by  all  coming  up  in  a 
solid  union  together. 

I  love  the  Advocate,  and  its  readers 
love  to  read  the  letters.  I  know  there 
are  some  good  writers  and  good  men  on 
the  Birmingham  division,  and  would  like 
to  see  some  of  their  letters  in  the  Advo- 
cate. Get  busy  as  a  bee  in  a  hive,  that 
is  the  way  to  get  benefits,  and  let  us 
have  more  letters  from  the  Birmingham 
division.  Let  the  grand  old  union  wheel 
realize  that  it  has  one  more  strong  spoke 
in  it.  We  want  all  the  Central  of  Geor- 
gia, the  Knoxville,  and  other  divisions 
to  know  that  we  are  out  looking  anxious- 
ly to  the  future  and  we  are  going  to 
stand  pat. 

We  have  a  good  set  of  men  to  work 
for.  While  some  of  us  may  think  at 
times  the  road  is  hard  to  travel,  still  we 
are  making  a  good  showing  ditching, 
surfacing,  putting  our  slag  to  a  good 
line  and  getting  ready  for  the  inspection. 
We  are  doing  good  work,  and  we  try 
hard  to  please  the  officials  and  do  all 
that  we  can. 

I  will  close  for  this  time.  I  trust  the 
editor  will  line  up  my  letter  so  as  to  let 
our  members  on  the  Birmingham  division 
know  that  yonr  journal  agent  is  not 
afraid  to  blow  his  union  horn.  Yours  in 
B,  L,  and  U..  Journal  Agent, 


Rosedale  Lodge  No.  370. 


Well,  it  is  winter  again,  and  we  fellows 
up  in  the  north  know  something  about 
that.  I  have  just  got  in  from  an  eight- 
mile  walk  through  the  snow,  which  is 
anywhere  from  six  to  ten  inches  deep 
between  the  rails  so  do  not  be  surprised 
if  my  letter  runs  something  like  my  feel- 
ings. 

I  have  not  heard  yet  what  has  been 
done  with  our  schedule.  A  meeting  of 
our  lodge  was  called  for  November  26, 
but  as  I  could  not  attend  I  must  leave  it 
to  someone  who  was  there  to  tell  us 
what  waa  done. 

Well,  my  force  has  been  reduced  to 
myself  only,  since  November  19.  I  will 
get  a  photo  (if  1  can)  of  myself  and  crew 
as  it  now  stands  and  send  it  to  the  Ad- 
vocate. There  was  a  photo  in  the  jour- 
nal some  time  ago  of  a  Canadian  North- 
em  Railway  section  crew  in  winter  which 
showed  six  men.  I  do  not  know  what 
part  of  the  system  this  photo  came  from, 
but  I  think  that  it  is  only  fair  to  all  to 
say  that  the  photo  will  give  a  very  er- 
roneous impression  to  anyone  who  is  a 
stranger  to  the  actual  conditions  exist- 
ing here. 

Every  winter  in  the  history  of  this 
branch  and  of  my  railroad  career  the 
section  crew  have  been  reduced  to  the 
foreman  alone*for  at  least  a  part  of  the 
winter.  They  always  have  one  man  on 
the  main  line,  I  believe,  but  I  do  not 
think  they  have  on  any  of  the  branches, 
and  I  am  sure  they  do  not  on  this  one. 

Although  it  is  a  long  time  before  the 
next  convention,  it  is  not  too  soon  to 
start  to  get  read}'  for  it,  so,  may  I  offer 
a  suggestion,  which  I  would  like  some  of 
the  rest  of  you  to  give  your  opinion  on? 
I  understand  that  in  England  some  of 
the  unions  make  a  practice  of  collecting 
a  small  amount  from  those  who  are  at 
work,  to  support  those  who  are  on  strike. 
I  was  recently  talking  with  a  man  whose 
union  was  on  strike  in  one  city.  The 
strikers  received  enough  from  the  union 
to  support  them  until  they  won  out  and 
returned  to  work.  It  cost  the  rest  of  the 
members  two  pence,  or  four  cents,  a 
week  while  the  strike  lasted.  I  believe 
that  this  is  a  practice  which  showld  ho 
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adopted  and  would  be  advantageous  in 
any  union.  There  are  different  ways  in 
which  this  could  be  done.  One  way 
would  be  to  call  a  certain  amount  month- 
ly or  half  yearly  as  the  members  see  fit, 
and  start  a  fund,  the  same  to  be  drawn 
on  when  occasion  demanded. 

Another  way  would  be  to  assess  a  cer- 
tain amount  from  each  member  when 
the  money  was  required,  the  amount  to 
be  changeable  according  to  the  amount 
of  money  to  be  required.  Either  of  these 
ways,  I  think,  would  have  to  be  compul- 
sory. 

Another  way  would  be  to  form  a  class, 
we  might  call  it,  who  would  be  assessed 
a  certain  amount  annually  and  a  fund 
raised  for  this  purpose  which  would  be 
at  the  disposition  of  the  members  of  the 
class  only.  It  would  be  well  to  pass  a 
bylaw  that  no  members  of  the  class  would 
be  allowed  the  benefits  of  the  class  for  a 
certain  time  after  joining,  say,  six 
months,  so  as  to  guard  against  anyone 
who  might  wish  to  join  when  he  saw 
trouble  ahead  for  the  sake  of  the  benefit 
which  he  might  receive  at  the  expense 
of  the  older  members.  Like  the  man 
some  one  spoke  about  not  long  ago,  who 
wanted  his  lodge  to  take  his  back  dues 
and  take  up  his  g^evance  with  the  com- 
pany. Now,  possibly  some  brother  has 
a  better  proposition  than  I  have  made, 
and  if  so,  trot  it  algng;  there  is 
nothing  to  good  for  the  Irish. 

I  would  be  in  favor  of  a  compulsory 
fund,  otherwise  it  would  be  like  the  in- 
surance department,  those  most  in  need 
of  it  are  often  the  ones  who  are  without 
it. 

Now,  from  another  point  of  view,  I 
think  this  will  be  best.  When  a  strike 
is  called,  the  company  knows  as  well  as 
we  do  that  they  cannot  go  on  the  market 
and  buy  competent  labor,  but  it  is  a  case 
of  will  the  track  hold  out  until  we  starve 
out  the  men  and  force  them  to  return  to 
work?  Like  seizing  a  city  with  food 
scarce  inside  and  water  scarce  outside. 
Will  the  army  inside  be  compelled  to 
surrender  or  will  the  army  outside  be 
compelled  to  leave  and  go  in  search  of 
water.  If  the  company  knows  when 
their  men  go  on  strike  that  they  are  pre- 
pared to  stay  on  strike,  they  will  think 


seriously  before  letting  the  strike  be 
called.  Will  the  editor,  or  someone  who 
is  in  a  position  to  know,  tell  us  what  it 
would  have  .cost  each  member  of  the  or- 
ganization to  have  paid  the  men  on  strike 
on  the  Southern  Pacific  last  summer, 
|1  per  day  each? 

Well,  now,  I  think  I  had  better  close, 
or  my  letter  will  make  friends  with  the 
waste  basket.  I  would  like  to  hear  from 
some  of  the  rest  of  the  boys  on  this  mat- 
ter if  only  to  condemn  it.  I  d€i^t  like 
to  see  a  man  sit  in  the  lodge  with  his 
hands  in  his  pockets  and  not  make  a 
move  when  his  vote  is  called  for  either 
to  carry  a  motion  or  to  turn  it  down. 
Don't  say  **it  don't  concern"  you,  be- 
cause it  does  concern  you.  If  it  will  not 
be  an  advantage  to  you,  then  it  must  be 
a  disadvantage  to  you.  We  have  a  long 
pump  home  and  a  head  wind,  so  ''Jerry 
go  ile  the  cyar."         Journal  Aqent. 


Hernando,  Miss. 


"He  who  hesitates  is  lost."  Some 
great  and  wise  man  of  the  past  spoke 
them,  and  if  my  memory  serves  me 
right  I  think  it  was  the  great  Napoleon, 
who  said  and  did  some  great  things,  but 
the  above  is  a  truism  that  most  of  us 
have  found  to  be  true  in  our  lives. 

Napoleon  himself  was  a  shining  ex' 
ample  of  that  saying  at  Waterloo.  If 
he  had  begun  the  battle  two  hours  earlier 
in  the  morning  he  would  have  defeated 
Wellington  and  his  allies  before  Blucher, 
the  Prussian  general,  had  come  on  the 
field,  so,  if  Napoleon  is  the  author  of 
the  above  quotation,  he  did  not  heed  or 
practice  what  he  preached,  at  least  on 
that  fatal  occasion,  to  reign  as  dictator 
of  Europe;  but,  aside  from  Napoleon, 
thousands  have  made  the  same  fatal 
mistake — ^hesitated. 

The  maintenance-of-way  employes 
have  hesitated  on  numerous  ocoasions 
which,  if  we  had  gone  ahead,  would 
have  meant  victory.  Looking  back  over 
my  nearly  twenty  years  of  membership, 
I  can  see  hesitation,  that  fatal  word, 
written  all  over  our  pathway.  No  class 
of  railway  employes  ever  had  a  greater 
opportunity  to  be  a  power  in  railway 
circles  than  maintenance-of-way  em- 
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ployea,    but    they   have   hesitated   and 
dropped  by   the  wayside  and  have  lost 
one  of  the    greatest  opportunities  ever 
given  to  labor  to  be  strong  and  powerful 
and  a  foe  to  be  reckoned  with ;  but  what 
is  the  ase  of  crying  over  spilled  milk? 
The  field  is  still  before  you,  and  if  you 
will  only  take  advantage  of  the  means 
and  material  at  hand,  yon  can,  and  in  a 
very  short  time,  ie  what  you  should  be 
— the  largest  labor  organization  in  the 
world..    Now,  so  much  for  organization 
in  our  department  as  a  body.    Individ- 
ually, the  world  is  full  of  the  wrecks  of 
hesitation ;  in  fact,  derelicts  ot  hesitation 
are  floating  all  over  the  sea  of  life.    We 
see  them  every  day  in  the  tramp  as  he 
passes  on  the  track.     He  has  hesitated 
to  grasp  some  opportunity   that  some 
time  or  another  knocked  at  his  door,  for 
opportunity  has  knocked  on  all  of  our 
doors  at  some  time,  but  we  hesitated  to 
take  the  tide  at  its  flood  and  waited  until 
the  ebb,  so  that  now  we  wallow  in  the 
shoals,  and  breakers,  some  of  us  all  of 
our  lives  and  others  for  a  time.     Some 
are  guided  by  mistakes  of  the  past,  but 
an  opportunity  once  lost  can  hardly  ever 
be  regained. 

Our  Lee  hesitated,  or  rather  Long- 
street,  to  commence  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg at  4  a.  m.,  so  hesitation  lost 
Gettysburg  to  the  Confederacy,  and,  as 
a  consequence,  the  sun  of  the  Confed- 
eracy commenced  to  set  after  Lee's  de- 
feat on  that  bloody  field  until  it  sank 
below  the  horison  never  to  rise  again, 
on  the  15th  of  April,  1805. 

Patterson  hesitated  to  support  McDow- 
ell at  Bull's  Bun,  which  caused  the  de- 
feat of  the  Federals.  Our  Beauregard 
hesitated  to  follow  up  the  crushing  blow 
given  to  the  Federals  on  the  home  field 
when  we  could  have  taken  the  capital 
Washington,  easily,  and  have  dictated 
terms  of  peace  from  Pennsylvania;  and, 
on  looking  back,  as  I  do  sometimes,  I 
can  see  written  all  over  our  struggle  for 
self-government,  hesitation—hesitation 
and  lost  opportunities— but  we  cannot 
tarn  back  time  in  its  flight.  Coming 
down  from  the  great  men  I  have  men- 
tioned, Napoleon  to  Beauregard,  I  come 
to  "j'oors  truly,''  T.  J.  O'Donnell. 
gome  time  ago  the  thought  struck  me- 


that  I  should  have  some  insurance  on 
my  bam  and  its  contents — stock,  hay, 
com  and  cotton.  I  had  just  renewed 
the  insurance  on  my  dwelling  for  three 
years,  also  on  the  furniture,  and  a  cot- 
tage I  rent.  It  cost  me  considerable  to 
insure,  so  I  hesitated  about  the  bam, 
stock  and  other  contents  until  the  night 
of  December  1  it  all  went  up  in  smoke ; 
also  one  horse,  one  mule,  twelve  tons  of 
hay,  two  bales  of  cotton  and  200  bushels 
of  com,  a  loss  amounting  to  over  $1000. 
So  you  see  procrastination,  the  thief  of 
time,  ain't  in  it  with  hesitation,  and 
your  Uncle  Tom  knows  it  now.  Frater- 
ally  yours,  T.  J.  O'Donnell. 


Canton,  Me. 


I  will  try  to  let  the  boys  know  that  we 
are  not  dead  down  here.  We  do  not  see 
many  letters  from  the  boys  on  the  Range- 
ley  division.  I  am  willing  to  do  my  part 
and  I  hope  we  will  all  get  down  to  busi- 
ness and  do  all  we  can  to  keep  in  line 
and  stand  up  for  our  rights.  Brothers 
let's  stick  to  our  Brotherhood  and  attend 
to  our  meetings. 

We  were  surprised  at  our  last  meeting 
on  the  3rd  of  December  at  the  good  turn- 
out we  had  for  the  ^election  of  officers. 
It  was  quite  interesting,  as  many  broth 
ers  had  encouraging  words  to  say  for  the 
good  of  the  Brotherhood.  We  also  had 
some  new  business. 

I  hope  to  see  all  the  trackmen  on  the 
Bangely  division  and  also  on  the  Maine 
Central  in  good  shape  for  we  have  a  lot 
to  look  after.  Our  next  meeting  will  be 
the  last  Saturday  in  January,  1911,  and  I 
hope  to  see  a  big  turfi-out.  There  should 
be  one  man  at  least  from  each  section  if 
possible  and  it  will  be  more  interesting 
for  all  of  us.  Brothers,  don't  forget  that 
your  dues  are  now  due.  It  is  one  of  the 
important  things  that  we  must  remember 
to  keep  ourselves  in  good  standing. 

Our  good  president,  Bro.  A.  B.  Lowe, 
writes  very  interesting  letters  for  the 
Advocatb  and  has  given  us  good  advice. 
I  hope  to  see  letters  from  more  of  the 
boys  on  this  division,  for  many  of  them 
are  better  able  to  write  than  I  am  and  I 
believe  it  is  their  duty  to  do  so.  With 
ikind  regards,  I  remain,  J.  A.  G. 
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Kenova  Lodge  No.  67. 

I  would  like  to  occupy  a  little  comer 
in  our  Abvocatb  once  more  as  we  have 
every  enooun^^ement  to  develop  and 
improve  our  letter  writing  abilities 
through  our  most  valuable  journal,  and 
no  doubt  most  of  our  journal  agents  will 
take  the  hint  and  get  busy  and  get  out 
a  few  interesting  letters,  as  all  of  us  like 
to  read  something  good  from  everybody. 
I  think  everyone  should  get  more  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  of  the  organisation 
and  if  every  brother  would  try  to  get  one 
new  member  at  least  and  try  to  make 
the  year  1911  the  banner  year  of  the  Or- 
der there  is  no  doubt  but  that  this  could 
be  done  if  we  all  would  put  our  shoulder 
to  the  wheel  and  push  forward  to  success. 

We  have  a  good  lodge  at  Kenova,  W. 
Va.,  on  the  N.  &  W.  Ry.  Our  meetings 
are  held  on  Saturday  night  after  the  25th 
of  each  month.  We  held  our  election  at 
the  last  meeting  and  had  40  members  out. 
How  is  that  for  attendance? 

Now,  brothers,  the  time  is  here  again 
for  us  to  pay  our  dues.  Let  everyone 
come  with  open  hands  and  pay  their 
dues.  Do  not  wait  for  some  one  to  call 
around  and  receive  them,  just  send  them 
to  your  local  secretary  or  mail  them  to 
8.  J.  Pegs,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

I  would  like  to  see  our  brothers  all  at- 
tend the  lodge  meetings.  There  is  no 
reason  for  excuses.  We  have  good  offi- 
cials on  the  N.  &  V/.  who  will  gladly  fur- 
nish passes  for  our  members  to  come  to 
lodge  once  a  month.  I  have  talked  to 
some  of  the  brothers  about  their  not 
coming  to  the  meeting  and  they  com- 
plain about  their  inability  to  get  trans- 
portation. I  can  only  say  the  fault  lies 
with  some  of  the  foremen  not  asking  for 
transportation  in  time.  We  should  not 
neglect  our  duty  to  our  grand  and  noble 
Order  that  has  done  so  much  for  us. 
This  is  plain  to  see. 

I  want  to  look  back  about  six  years 
when  foremen  were  only  getting  $52.50 
per  month  and  section  laborers  $1.20  per 
day.  Now  yoa  can  see  the  improvement 
in  our  working  conditions  in  every  way. 
I  am  sure  yoa  did  not  get  any  holidays 
off  then,  but  now  we  get  four  days  off 
each  year.     Christmas  day,  Thanksgiv- 


ing, Labor  Day  and  the  Fourth  of  July. 
This  should  be  an  inducement  for  our 
brothers  to  work  harder  to  gain  a  larger 
membership  so  we  will  be  in  a  better 
position  to  ask  the  company  for  advance- 
ment and  improvements.  Our  commit- 
tee will  be  going  up  before  the  manage- 
ment again  in  a  very  short  time  for  a  new 
scale  of  wages  and  better  working  con- 
ditions. We  know  that  we  are  getting 
better  pay  on  the  N.  &  W.  than  any  of 
the  roads  near  us  and  that  will  make  our 
fight  just  that  much  harder  for  us.  Now 
brothers,  a  man's  position  does  not  make 
him  a  better  man,  if  he  is  not  a  man  be- 
fore he  gets  the  position.  What  is  need- 
ed on  all  railroads  is  for  the  officials  in 
all  departments  to  become  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  men  who  are  actually 
doing  the  work,  and  by  so  doing,  the 
officials  can  know  just  what  each  is  do- 
ing and  learn  something  more  of  him 
than  he  could  otherwise.  I  have  seen 
some  men  promoted  and  they  will  act  as 
if  they  were  the  difference  in  the  price 
of  wages  better  than  the  men  under 
them.  A  wise  supervisor  should  always 
try  to  return  the  respect  of  his  men,  as 
his  job  depends  on  them,  so  let  us  go 
down  to  Roanoke  and  make  the  old  N. 
&  W.  the  best  pike  in  the  country. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Certipicatb  No.  54588. 


Lod^e  No.  210,  Ashcroft,  B.  C. 

Mr.  Editor,  first  of  all,  I  must  wish  you 
and  all  the  scribes  and  readers  of  the 
Advocate  a  merry  Christmas  and  a 
prosperous  New  Year,  including  the  good 
old  flyer  The  International  Unlimited,  I. 
B.  M.  W.  E.,  including  her  conductor 
and  crew.  She  has  had  a  rather  rough 
trip  during  the  year  now  closing,  but  I 
am  pleased  to  say  she  is  coming  in  all 
right  with  her  headlight  burning.  I  may 
be  a  little  previous,  and,  as  the  saying  is, 
''rushing  the  season"  a  little,  but  I  ex- 
pect ere  this  gets  in  the  Advocate  there 
won't  be  much  of  1910  left.  W^ell,  I  must 
quit  this  or  you  will  dump  the  whole  bus- 
iness overboard,  and  as  this  is  my  first 
debut  I  must  be  careful. 

As  I  mentioned  above,  this  has  been 
rather  a  rough  year,  but  I  guess  it  is  all 
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due  to  Halley's  Comet,  but  it  did  not 
seem  to  do  mneh  damage  to  old  Mother 
Earth,  but  it  did  effect  some  of  the  broth- 
ers over  here  for  they  seemed  to  take  a 
notion  to  hang  on  to  their  dough  and 
other  symptoms  showed  up  until  Dr.  De- 
decker  came  along  and  traded  a  little 
dope  for  a  little  dough,  so  everybody  is 
standing  to  line  at  present. 

I  have  just  been  reading  the  November 
Advocatb  and  noticed  so  many  letters 
from  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  are 
lining  out  the  kinks  and  lifting  the  low 
joints,  thereby  helping  the  Unlimited 
along  that  much  and  I  really  felt  ashamed 
of  myself  and  lodges  in  B.  C.  in  general, 
as  I  could  not  find  anything  from  here. 
At  the  next  meeting  the  annual  election 
of  officers  will  take  place.  I  hope  all 
the  good  brothers  and  kickers  etc.  will 
attend  and  elect  the  best  men  to  their 
respective  offices  and  if  they  have  any 
genuine  kicks  to  make,  come  to  the 
meeting  and  kick  like  steers  but  don't 
kick  along  the  pike,  for  it  is  detrimental 
to  the  company's  interest  and  also  to  our 
own  welfare.  Trusting  you  will  surface 
this  up  and  dish  out  in  the  next  Advo- 
cate, I  remain,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

J.  B. 


Ceredo.  W.  Va. 


On  November  26th  Kenova  Lodge  No. 
67  held  its  annual  meeting  for  the  elec- 
tion of  officers.  There  was  a  large  turn- 
out. The  brothers  evidently  had  come 
to  the  lodge  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to 
better  their  condition.  I  never  saw  men 
try  harder  and  act  in  unity. 

The  first  item  on  the  program  was  get- 
ting the  goat  in  trim  to  escort  six  new 
members  through.  Our  general  chair- 
man, Brother  T.  H.  Gerrey,  was  with  us 
and  administered  the  obligation  in  a  very 
impressive  manner.  We  would  be  glad  to 
have  Brother  Gerrey  with  us  frequently. 

Well,  Lodge  No.  67  elected  Bro.  Jas. 
Brumfteld  as  president,  Bro.  Taylor  Lam- 
bert as  vice-president,  Brother  Patterson 
was  elected  as  secretary-treasurer,  as 
Bro.  Chas.  Lambert  declined  the  honor 
any  longer.  Brother  Patterson  is  now 
secretary-treasurer  and  is  due  to  receive 
the  support  of  our  members.    Bros.  J. 


McRae  Worth,  Chas.  Lambert  and  KutA 
were  elected  on  the  grievance  commit- 
tee and  all  the  officers  were  installed. 
A  number  of  matters  were  taken  up  but 
were  finally  left  for  the  committee  to 
straighten  up. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  we  as  a  body 
are  in  the  best  working  condition  that 
we  have  ever  attained,  and  now,  in  con- 
sequence as  journal  agent,  I  wish  to  call 
your  attention  to  a  few  facts.  First,  we 
as  an  organized  body  are  here  to  stay 
and  we  are  in  a  condition  to  make  a 
working  agpreement  year  by  year  for  all 
the  men  in  our  department,  and  the 
point  is,  if  this  be  true  why  should  there 
be  any  one  outside  of  the  organization? 
Why  do  they  not  join  in  with  us  and 
have  a  voice  in  the  sale  of  the  only  thing 
you  have  for  sale,  your  labor.  Why 
stay  outside  and  let  the  man  on  the  in- 
side sell  your  labor?  The  cost  is  but  a 
trifle  to  join  in  with  us  and  by  so  doing 
it  will  help  the  maintenance-of-way  em- 
ployes and  their  families.  We  have  had 
a  few  stay  on  th^  outside  and  by  so  do- 
ing have  defeated  one  of  the  strongest 
means  by  which  we  might  get  all  the 
gold  which  is  said  to  be  in  store  for  na. 

If  all  the  employes  in  the  maintenance- 
of-way  department  were  union  men  at 
heart  as  well  as  in  name,  we  could  com- 
mand at  the  sale  day  a  much  higher 
price  for  the  goods  offered  for  sale.  A 
man  who  stays  outside  or  lags  behind  is 
like  a  man  trying  to  roll  a  log  uphill  and 
placing  checks  on  the  upper  side.  All 
of  the  trackmen,  bridgemen  and  pump- 
ers who  are  not  in  good  standing  are  the 
ones  who  are  placing  checks  on  our  ef- 
forts for  progpress  and  betterment.  There 
are  a  few  who  would  join  the  Brother- 
hood but  they  do  not  think  it  is  fair  for 
us  to  meet  the  company  and  offer  our 
services  at  the  high  prices,  and  to  these 
I  wish  to  say  that  it  is  not  very  often 
that  a  man  will  buy  .your  horn  for  more 
than  you  ask  for  it,  and  you  should  take 
the  conditions  by  which  you  are  sur- 
rounded; see  what  money  is  worth. 
This  is  just  what  we  are  working  for,  a 
fair  rate  of  pay.  We  believe  in  human 
rights  above  the  moneyed  rights.  As  it 
has  been  in  the  past,  the  balance  has 
been  to  one  side  and  this  is  due  to  the 
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lack  of  self  interest  of  oar  men  in  this 
country.  There  is  a  difference  between 
a  man  who  is  well  paid  and  one  who  is 
not.  You  should  perform  your  duty  and 
work  like  a  man  or  quit.  Join  in  and 
try  to  do  something  for  the  Order.  If 
yon  cannot  attend  lodge,  send  in  your 
dues.  This  organisation  has  expanded 
over  the  United  States  and  Canada  and 
has  done  a  great  work.  We  have  good 
officers  traveling,  and  a  large  office  at 
St.  Louis,  and  we  have  our  system  and 
local  lodges,  all  costing  money. 

We  have  the  cheapest  annual  cost  of 
any  of  the  labor  organizations  and  are 
receiving  .the  largest  returns  for  our 
money  considering  the  length  of  time  in 
operation.  I  urge  all  of  our  brothers  to 
pay  up  their  dues  promptly.  You  are 
not  a  g^od  brother  if  you  are  behind. 
The  joint  protective  board  of  the  N.  &  W. 
system  division  will  be  in  Columbus,  O., 
December  14  and  we  hope  to  see  good 
record  on  this  road.  Our  working  agree- 
ment will  be  overhauled  ready  for  the 
spring  meeting.  This  is  my  goodnight 
to  1910  and  a  happy  New  Year  for  1911. 
Yoors  in  B.  L.  and  U. , 

Journal  Agbnt. 


Central  Lodge  No.  360. 

Dear  editor,  if  you  will  allow  me  space 
in  your  valued  journal,  I  will  try  to 
write  &  few  lines  from  this  part  of  the 
woods  and  let  the  boys  know  we  are 
doing  business  yet.  We  had  our  regular 
meeting  the  last  fourth  Sunday  and  had 
a  good  meeting,  with  a  very  good  at- 
tendance. Of  course,  we  might  have 
had  more. 

At  our  regular  meeting  in  October  we 
held  our  annual  election  of  officers  which 
are  as  follows:  J.  H.  Bateman,  presi- 
dent; O.  H.  Park,  vice-president;  W. 
J.  Youngblood,  past  president;  C.  M. 
Tompkins,  secretary,  and  W.  N.  Glover, 
conductor.  There  was  a  full  set  of  offi- 
cers elected,  but  I  am  unable  to  give 
their  names.  Now,  brothers,  as  the 
new  year  conies  in  and  the  new  officers 
take  hold  of  the  business  of  the  Brother- 
hood, let  ns  make  a  new  resolution,  or, 
rather,  renew  tiioee  we  have  already 
made  and   try  to  do  our  very  best  to 


make  the    new    year    the    best  of  the 
Brotherhood. 

Let  us  attend  all  of  our  meetings  and 
pay  up  our  dues  promptly  and  not  wait 
for  an  oi^anizer  to  come  over  and  line 
us  up.  Come  to  your  lodge  meeting  and 
talk  with  the  brothers  and  exchange 
ideas  and  it  will  make  you  feel  better 
and  it  will  make  you  want  to  come  to 
your  lodge  every  time  you  have  a  meet- 
ing and  you  will  get  more  good  from  it 
if  you  try.  I  hope  the  editor  will  line 
and  surface  this  so  it  will  pass  inspec- 
tion.   Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

•  Cbrtipicatb  No.  93967. 


Magnolia,  Va. 


I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  to  the 
dear  old  Advocate  this  month  if  you 
can  find  a  little  space  for  them.  It  has 
been  some  time  since  I  wrote  to  the  jour- 
nal but  I  have  not  forgotten  to  read  the 
nice  letters  the  rest  of  the  brothers  and 
sisters  write.  I  want  to  say  a  few  words 
to  the  brothers  on  all  roads  and  that  is 
to  get  the  Brotherhood  in  your  brains 
and  keep  it  always  before  you.  I  believe 
the  Brotherhood  is  the  only  thing  that 
will  help  any  body  of  men  to  obtain  rec- 
ognition and  a  fair  rate  of  pay  for  their 
work  and  also  to  be  recognized  by  the 
company  in  our  rights.  Just  as  long  as 
we  say  nothing  about  more  pay  and  bet- 
ter conditions,  the  company  will  say 
nothing. 

I  want  to  say  a  few  words  to  the  S.  A. 
L.  brothers  and  I  hope  all  of  our  broth- 
ers will  read  them  for  they  know  they 
have  not  wakened  up  yet  nor  have  done 
very  little  to  better  themselves.  I  am 
on  the  first  division.  The  Southern, 
Norfolk  and  Southern  and  the  Norfolk 
and  Western  all  cross  our  line  on  this 
division  and  they  all  pay  from  |3  to  (0 
more  per  month  than  the  S.  A.  L.  The 
Virginian  runs  alongside  a  portion  of  our 
road  and  they  pay  (3  more  per  month 
than  we  get. 

Our  general  manager  says  he  thinks  he 
pays  as  good  wages  as  the  other  roads  in 
the  vicinity,  but  he  is  sadly  mistaken  in 
that.  The  line  from  Norlina,  N.  C.  to 
Portsmouth,  Va.  is  in  excellent  shape 
and  nearly  all  of  the  foremen  i^zcepting 
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two  or  three  are  members  and  I  believe 
that  the  two  or  three  who  are  outside 
will  soon  see  the  light  and  join  in  with 
us. 

In  talking  to  one  of  the  nons,  he  an- 
swered that  he  had  no  money  to  throw 
away  in  our  Order,  after  we  got  him  a 
$2  raise,  but  he  had  money  enough  to 
get  drunk  and  was  fired,  so  we  are  clear 
of  him.  He  was  in  the  yard  at  Ports- 
month. 

We  had  Brother  Stokes  at  our  meeting 
last  month  and  he  made  us  a  very  de- 
lightful and  encouraging  talk.  We  also 
had  Bro.  W.  S,  Powell  at  our  meeting  in 
September  and  we  all  enjoyed  his  talk 
very  much. 

I  want  every  man  on  the  S.  A.  L.  to  get 
after  the  nons  and  try  to  encourage  them 
to  join  our  Order  and  give  them  a  show. 
Everybody  has  to  be  convinced  before 
they  become  converted,  but  if  you  can- 
not convince  them  that  it  is  to  their  in- 
terest to  join,  then  it  is  up  to  our  people 
to  show  them  no  favors.  I  would  like 
to  hear  from  Brother  Benson,  in  Florida 
again.  I  will  close  for  this  time,  yours 
for  the  cause,  A.  A.  B. 


Lodge  No.  401. 


Well,  brothers,  it  has  been  some  time 
since  I  wrote  anything  for  the  Advocate, 
but  as  I  have  been  elected  journal  agent, 
I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines  in  the  ful- 
fillment of  my  duty, 

I  hardly  know  how  to  start,  but  will 
say  that  if  we  don't  take  care  of  our- 
selves who  will  take  care  of  us?  This  is 
one  of  the  things  which  caused  me  to  be 
in  the  Order  today.  About  five  or  six 
years  ago  our  present  roadmaster  was 
supervisor  then  and  one  day  I  was  work- 
ing and  he  came  over.  I  just  started  to 
nip  a  tie  and  the  old  one  was  lying  close 
enough  so  that  when  I  pushed  down  the 
bar  I  caught  my  hand  between  the  bar 
and  the  old  tie  and  hurt  it  badly.  The 
supervisor  noticed  it  and  asked  me  what 
was  the  matter  with  my  hand.  I  replied 
that  I  pinched  it,  to  which  he  answered, 
if  you  do  not  be  careful  of  yourself  who 
is  going  to  do  it  for  you?  Now,  brothers, 
if  you  don't  take  care  of  your  wages  and 
get  in  shape  to  say  what  you  want  for 


your  labor  who  is  going  to  do  it  for  yon? 
Sometime  ago  I  heard  a  roadmaster 
and  conductor  talking  about  the  Train- 
men's Order.  It  seemed  that  one  of  the 
conductors  had  refused  to  do  some  work 
he  was  told  to  do  in  his  regular  working 
hours.  He  had  no  excuee  only  that  he 
had  done  enough  for  that  day.  I  think 
that  was  wrong.  Let  me  tell  yon,  I  am 
an  Order  man  and  believe  in  it,  and  if  I 
were  to  hire  to  yon  or  any  other  man  for 
10  cents  a  day,  I  would  work  for  it.  If  J 
understand  our  Order,  it  is  not  to  keep 
us  from  working  but  to  get  a  reasonable 
price  for  our  work.  The  roadmaster  above 
referred  to  thought  he  had  a  good  oppor- 
tunity to  flail  both  orders,  the  Trainmen 
and  Trackmen.  The  conductor  told  him 
the  other  one  did  not  do  right.  If  he 
wanted  more  money  and  was  not  satis- 
fied with  what  he  was  getting,  to  ask  for 
it.  That  is  right,  said  the  roadmaster,  if 
his  pay  does  not  suit  him  let  him  quit 
and  hunt  another  job.  The  conductor 
said  look  what  we  would  be  receiving  to- 
day if  we  were  not  organized  and  the 
roadmaster  said,  I  don't  believe  in  it 
and  I  see  from  the  letter  I  have  received 
today  going  over  the  road,  a  notice  which 
reads  like  this.  J.  F.  Bonner,  J.  Morgan, 
R.  M.  Brawner,  W.  H.  Heath  and  Dodd 
I  have  the  following  from  Mr.  Ramsey, 
superintendent.  Recently  we  found  two 
section  foremen  carrying  traveling  or- 
ganizers of  the  sectionmen's  Brother- 
hood over  their  section  on  their  lever 
cars'  without  authority.  Please  direct 
your  supervisors  that  when  cranking 
over  their  districts  that  they  personally 
instruct  all  section  foremen  that  not  on- 
ly must  they  give  their  entire  time  to 
the  company  during  working  hours  but 
under  no  circumstances  must  they  carry 
anyone  on  their  lever  cars  other  than 
bona  fide  employes  on  the  roadway  with- 
out a  special  permission  to  do  so.  Well, 
from  the  reading  of  this  it  seems  that 
the  superintendent  and  roadmaster  are 
against  the  Order  but  thank  Qod  that 
those  who  have  a  family  and  those  who 
have  not  on  the  C.  &  W.  from  Columbus 
to  Birmingham  excepting  one,  have  ail 
gotten  together  so  I  have  been  told  and 
God  knows  I  do  hope  they  will  stay  to- 
Ipetber  for  the  respect  they   have  for 
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ibeir  wives  and  children  and  contend  for 
a  fair  rate  of  pay  for  their  work  and  give 
their  best  service  to  the  company  for 
whom  they  work.  Well,  if  I  see  any  of 
this  in  print  I  will  come  again.  Yonrs 
faiB.  L.  andU.,  W.  A.  R. 


Ojus,  Fla. 

Well,  here  I  come  again,  hoys.  I  have 
Just  read  one  letter  from  the  F.  E.  C. 
since  I  came  here.  What  is  the  matter? 
Why  don't  you  wake  up  and  let  us  hear 
more  from  some  of  you,  for  I  am  confi- 
dent that  there  are  many  who  can  write 
if  you  would. 

I  have  very  little  to  write  ahout  as  I 
have  not  attended  a  meeting  since  I 
moved,  but  I  will  try  to  say  this  much, 
that  I  like  my  new  place  very  much, 
considering  everything.  I  am  not  both- 
ered with  churned  joints  down  here  for 
my  track  is  all  rock  ballasted  and  my 
work  is  surfacing,  spacing  and  timbering, 
ail  witii  eight  ^^egroes  who  have  Just 
come  from  the  Bahama  Islands.  They 
never  saw  a  railroad  until  they  came 
here  and  you  can  imagine  what  a  time  I 
have  with  them. 

I  have  only  seen  three  of  the  boys  on 
this  line.  I  will  tell  you  how  far  down 
I  anu  I  am  354  miles  south  of  Jackson- 
ville right  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  I  can 
sit  in  my  house  and  see  the  ships  as  they 
pass  by.  I  can  go  over  to  the  beach  and 
go  in  bathing  at  any  time  I  feel  like  it. 
I  tell  you,  that  is  fine.  One  thing,  you 
need  not  be  afraid  of  striking  a  stump  or 
rock,  but  the  mosquitoes  are  fierce  in 
the  summer.  You  will  not  have  time  to 
do  anything  else  but  knock  them  off  and 
that  gives  you  all  the  exercise  you  want. 

Now  I  guess  some  of  you  would  like 
to  know  what  kind  of  crop  is  raised  here. 
Well,  they  set  out  tomatoes,  plant  beans, 
cabbages,  and  any  other  vegetables  that 
grow  in  the  garden  is  raised  here,  but  no 
kind  of  grain  or  com  or  cotton.  Nothing 
like  that.    Everybody  is  busy  here  now. 

Well,  enough  of  that  for  now.  Before 
this  goes  to  press  it  will  be  Christmas, 
so  I  wish  each  and  every  member  of  the 
I.  B.  M.  W.  B.  a  merry  Christmas  and  a 
bMppy  New  Year.  Boys,  let  each  one  of 
00  see  how  much  we  can  do  for  the  Or- 


der during  1911.  Although  some  of  us 
may  be  called  to  the  Great  Beyond  ere 
that  time,  and  if  so,  let  it  be  said  of  him 
that  a  good  man  has  been  called  away, 
don't  let  it  be  said  "ah!  well,  there  is 
not  much  gone."  Let  each  one  of  us 
put  our  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  push 
just  a  little. 

I  am  afraid  we  are  too  careless  about 
attending  our  lodge  meetings.  The  lodge 
here  holds  their  meetings  every  fourth 
Sunday,  the  even  numbers  going  one 
fourth  Sunday  and  the  odds  the  next. 
Our  meeting  place  is  Miami.  I  have  not 
learned  the  number  of  the  lodge  yet. 
Again  wishing  everyone  a  hierry  Christ- 
mas and  a  happy  New  Year,  I  am,  yours 
in  B.  L.  and  U.,  T.  M.  Majors. 


Machias,  Me. 


After  a  long  silence,  I  will  try  to  write 
a  few  lines  for  the  Advocate.  I  enjoy 
reading  the  letters  from  the  different 
roads  as  it  gives  one  an  idea  what  the 
other  roads  are  doing  all  over  the  conn- 
try.  Since  I  last  wrote  yon  I  have  met 
with  a  great  loss;  on  the  I21st  of  last 
March  I  lost  my  wife.  She  died  of  the 
dread  disease  cancer,  leaving  me  with 
five  children ;  the  oldest  a  girl  of  nine- 
teen years  and  the  youngest  a  boy  of  six 
weeks.  Before  my  wife  died  she  was  at 
the  hospital  in  Bangor,  Maine  about  two 
months,  and  my  daughter  kept  house  for 
me,  but  it  being  in  the  winter  time  she 
took  a  cold  and  with  the  worry  with  the 
other  children  she  took  consumption  and 
died  in  October  and  left  me  with  three 
small  children,  the  oldest  16  years  of  age 
and  a  good  boy  he  is  too.  He  went  to 
work  with  Bro.  G.  W.  Allen,  foreman  of 
an  extra  gang  crew,  last  May,  and  re- 
mained with  him  six  months  and  three 
days,  thus  helping  me  to  pay  my  bills 
which  I  could  not  have  done  had  it  not 
been  for  him. 

Hardly  a  day  goes  by  but  what  some- 
one comes  to  me  and  says,  **well.  Will, 
you  have  had  hard  luck,  but  it  is  all  for 
the  best,"  but  I  want  to  tell  you  broth- 
ers it  is  something  awful  to  try  to  think 
that  way  for  I  can't  see  any  best  in  it. 
We  were  just  getting  along  so  nicely  be- 
fore my  wife  died.     I  have  been  alone 
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with  the  baby  all  day  today  and  have 
the  blues  but  I  suppose  I  must  look  ahead 
for  better  days. 

Bro.  E.  J.  Palmer,  foreman  of  the  fence 
crew  has  had  his  cars  at  E.  Machias  this 
week  and  by  invitation  about  twenty 
Brotherhood  men  gathered  there  on  De- 
cember 2  where  we  listened  to  the 
graphaphone  and  a  few  solos  by  Bro.  Z. 
M.  Cook,  Jno.  Deery  and  D.  I.  Wallace, 
after  which  we  were  escorted  to  the  cook 
car  where  a  beautiful  table  was  set  and 
everyone  ate  his  fill.  Refreshments  and 
cigars  were  served,  and  as  we  left  in  the 
small  hours  of  the  ynorning  we  could  not 
help  thinking  what  a  gprand  thing  our 
Brotherhood  is.    Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

W.  H.  Fobs. 


From  Macon  Lod^e  No.  7. 

The  boys  on  this  part  of  the  Central  of 
Georgia  are  in  better  shape  now  than 
they  have  ever  been.  I  understand  that 
they  are  not  in  as  good  shape  on  the 
Fourth  division  as  we  are.  Now,  boys 
on  the  Fourth  division,  get  busy  and  see 
if  there  is  not  something  else  you  can 
do  to  get  those  who  are  not  now  mem- 
bers of  the  Brotherhood  to  come  in  at 
once.  Show  them  that  it  is  their  duty 
to  belong  to  this  organization.  I  cannot 
see  why  they  do  not  belong  to  the  Order, 
as  through  it  we  got  a  nice  increase  this 
year  in  our  salary.  The  most  of  those  I 
speak  of  were  advanced  from  branch 
line  basis  to  the  main  line  pay,  yet  they 
will  tell  you  there  is  nothing  in  the 
Brotherhood.  I  would  like  to  ask  them 
this  question  through  the  Advocate, 
and  let  them  answer  it  in  the  same  way. 
Who  got  you  men  on  the  Fourth  division 
the  last  increase  in  pay?  Was  it  the 
officials  of  the  Central  of  Georgia  who 
just  came  and  gave  it  to  you  without 
you  asking  for  it?  I  can  answer  both  of 
these  questions  right  here  now.  No, 
positively  no!  Well,  it  looks  like  this 
one  thing  should  take  the  scales  off  their 
eyes  and  let  them  see,  if  anything  would. 

I  hope  that  when  the  time  comes  for 
us  to  pay  our  dues  for  1911  that  the 
scales  will  fall  off  the  eyes  of  all  the 
men  on  the  Fourth  division,  especially 
the  foremen,  and  that  they  would  pay 


up  and  also  resolve  never  to  get  behind 
again,  but  always  keep  paid  in  advance. 

I  do  not  know  many  of  the  men  on  the 
Fourth  division,  but  I  am  sure  they  are 
a  nice  lot  of  hard-working  men,  and 
good  men  at  that,  and  that  is  the  reason 
we  are  after  them  so  closely.  All  the 
rest  of  the  Central  of  Georgia  have  from 
95  to  100  per  cent,  and  the  most  of  the 
divisions  are  in  the  100  per  cent  line. 

I  guess  I  have  said  enough  about  the 
backsliders,  for  I  am  sure  they  feel  mean 
enough  when  they  lay  themselves  down 
at  night  and  think  of  the  few  dollars 
they  have  saved.  I  am  sure  there  is  a 
tingling  in  their  ears  and  a  low  but 
easily  understood  whisper  that  sounds 
like  this:  ''It  is  ill  gotten  gain  and  you 
have  not  helped  to  pay  for  it." 

I  love  to  read  the  letters  in  the  Advo- 
cate and  hope  that  it  will  live  forever 
and  ever  to  scatter  the  good  news  of 
unionism  over  this  continent,  and  that 
every  edition  will  get  stronger  for  the 
cause.  Let  us  all  pull  .together  for  1911 
and  roll  up  a  larger  membership  than 
ever  before.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
Journal  Agent. 


Augusta,  Ga. 


Nearly  every  man,  especially  foremen, 
on  our  little  road  (the  C.  W.  &  C.  Ry.) 
is  a  union  man  and  is  anxious  to  get  a 
contract  with  our  company.  I  say  •*our 
company"  because  when  I  am  working 
for  a  corporation  I  feel  especially  inter- 
ested in  their  work  and  welfare. 

The  section  foremen  here  have  an 
average  of  eleven  miles  of  track  and 
only  work  about  an  average  of  four  men. 
He  gets  |43  and  house,  or  f4S  without  a 
house,  so  you  can  readily  see  that  he 
has  no  spare  money  to  school  his  chil- 
dren or  get  them  very  many  nice  things. 
Section  laborers  get  90  cents.  Bridge  fore- 
men and  bridge  laborers  are  very  cheap 
here.  The  foremen  get  |70  and  the  men 
from  fl.lO  to  11.75.  Sub-foremen  get 
|1.75.  We  foremen  are  having  a  tough 
time  with  such  labor,  where,  if  we  could 
be  allowed  to  pay  our  men  15  to  25  cents 
more  per  day,  we  could  get  good  men- 
men  who  would  do  more  and  better  work 
in  every  respect. 
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Brother  Powell,  what  are  you  doing? 
Gome  down  and  stay  a  few  days  with  us 
and  let's  see  if  we  can't  make  things 
brighter  for  the  boys  here.  You  are  as 
welcome  as  the  sunshine  in  May.  Of 
coarse,  some  of  my  railroad  chums  have 
never  met  you,  but  come  and  meet  them. 
You  will  find  a  nice  set  of  men,  and  men 
who  are  ready  to  put  their  shoulders  to 
the  wheel. 

Well,  in  closing,  I  will  say  that  we  are 
expecting  oar  management  to  give  us  a 
little  raise  soon,  as  we  have  stated  to 
them  our  condition,  etc.,  but  if  we  do 
not  hear  soon,  several  of  the  brothers 
have  suggested  that  we  send  a  commit- 
tee up  to  them,  and  you  all  know  what 
that  means.  We  just  simply  do  not  want 
to  be  behind  any  longer,  as  we  believe 
cor  services  are  as  beneficial  to  our  road 
as  other  employes  are  to  their  roads,  and 
we  have  to  pay  just  as  high  for  our  sup- 
plies. Yours  fraternally.    Cert.  29596. 

Lodge  No.  44. 


Canton,  N.  C. 


As  I  have  neglected  my  duty  as  journal 
agent  for  sometime,  I  am  almost  ashamed 
to  try  to  write  to  the  dear  old  Advocate, 
and  I  hope  that  this  important  position 
will  be  filled  better  in  the  near  future. 

Well,  brothers,  you  will  all  have  your 
Christmas  before  this  reaches  you,  and 
I  wish  you  all  a  happy  one.  I  hope  we 
will  all  open  our  eyes  and  try  to  make 
the  new  year  the  best  one  we  have  ever 
had,  and  the  way  to  do  it  is  to  be  faith- 
ful to  your  lodge,  faithful  to  your  brother 
and  ajso  faithful  to  the  company  em- 
ploying you,  and  if  we  will  do  this,  I 
think  we  will  have  better  times. 

I  wish  to  notify  the  brothers  on  neigh- 
boring roads  that  we  hold  our  meetings 
tlie  fourth  Sunday  of  each  month  and 
would  like  all  who  can  to  come  and  pay 
us  a  visit  and  you  will  be  made  very 
welcome.  We  would  be  glad  to  have 
you  with  us.  The  members  of  Lodge 
Ko.  466  should  endeavor  to  attend  the 
meetings  more  regularly  than  some  of 
you  have  been  doing  in  the  past.  I  will 
now  close,  wishing  you  all  a  merry 
Christmas  and  a  happy  New  Year.  Yours 
in  B.  L.  and  U.»         Joubnal  Agent. 


Bro.  Geo.  H.  Westing. 

Bro.  Geo.  H.  Westing,  whose  photo 
appears  in  this  issue,  is  one  of  our  old- 
time  members.  Joining  the  Brotherhood 
of  Section  Foremen  in  the  early  days  of 
the  organization.  Brother  Westing  was 
always  an  active,  hard-working  member 
and  has  done  some  excellent  work  for 
the  cause  he  loves  so  well.  He  is  getting 
along  in  years  now  and  has  retired  from 
active  service,  but  still  delights  to  tell 
younger  men  of  the  many  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  organization.  Brother 
Westing  joined  Pratt,  Kansas,  Division 
No.  23  in  the  late  '80's  and  was  the  first 
member  of  the  Brotherhood  in  Kansas 
and  was  known  among  our  people  in 
those  days  as  **Father  Westing."  He 
was  employed  on  the  Santa  Fee,  the  C, 
R.  I.  &  P.,  the  C,  S.  &  P.,  the  M.  &  O. 
and  other  railways,  on  all  of  which  he 
made  a  name  for  himself  as  a  bright, 
energetic  and  far-seeing  foreman,  and 
was  well  thought  of  by  both  officials  and 
fellow-workmen.  Brother  Westing  now 
resides  at  911  25th  street,  Galveston, 
Texas,  where  he  will  be  glad  to  see  any 
of  our  members  who  may  be  in  Galveston. 
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LaKe  Crystal,  Me. 


As  I  have  not  written  anything  for  the 
Advocate,  I  will  try  to  do  so  now.  I 
am  a  member  of  Mankato  Lodge  140 
which  was  organized  October  23rd  1910 
by  Bro.  W.  H.  Johnson  with  29  members. 
We  held  our  first  regular  meeting  No- 
vember 27th.  The  meeting  was  called 
to  order  by  H.  Everson,  president,  and 
the  business  of  the  Order  was  transacted 
in  a  satisfactory  manner  there  were 
some  speeches  made  by  different  broth- 
ers and  the  discussion  of  the  various  items 
of  track  work.  The  subject  was  switch 
points  and  switch  rods.  Bro.  H.  W.  John- 
son was  present  and  helped  us  a  great 
deal  and  gave  us  some  very  interesting 
facts  also. 

The  Omaha  road  has  la4d  off  the  fore* 
men  to  one  to  a  section  here.  I  was  one 
of  the  unfortunate  to  get  let  out  but  it 
will  give  some  of  us  more  time  to  look 
up  the  non  members  and  see  if  we  can 
not  do  something  to  make  them  think 
the  same  as  we  do  and  have  at  least  75 
per  cent  of  them  in  the  Order  by  next 
spring.  I  will  close,  with  the  best  wishes 
for  the  Brotherhood.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and 
U. ,  Journal  Agbnt. 


BranchvUle.  S.  C. 


As  this  is  my  first  attempt  to  write  a 
few  lines  to  the  Advocate,  I  will  ask 
you  to  excuse  my  briefness  and  I  will  try 
to  do  better  the  next  time. 

I  just  read  the  last  Advocate  but 
failed  to  find  anything  from  our  lodge. 
What  is  the  trouble  boys?  Are  you  dead 
or  sleeping.  There  were  not  many  mem- 
bers at  our  meeting  Sunday  for  some  rea- 
son. Many  of  our  men  seem  very  indif- 
ferent to  their  interests,  and  I  will  tell 
you  now  we  have  to  get  busy.  If  we 
don't  help  ourselves,  how  do  you  expect 
the  Brotherhood  to  help  us.  There  are 
to  many  who  want  to  stay  at  home  all 
day  Sunday  when  we  have  a  meeting  and 
expect  those  who  go  to  the  meeting  to 
keep  them  in  the  ring.  Some  day  you 
are  going  to  get  fooled.  You  all  know 
our  meetings  are  held  on  the  3rd  Sunday 
of  each  month.  Quit  dreaming!  Wake 
up  and  get  busy  and  come  to  the  next 


meeting.  Don't  be  a  drone  all  your  lives 
and  expect  someone  to  do  your  share. 
There  is  enough  to  do  and  it  is  important 
that  each  one  do  his  share.  We  should 
have  a  better  attendance  at  all  times  than 
we  have  been  having  in  the  past,  and  I 
hope  each  one  will  tr}'  to  do  better  in  the 
future.  Let  someone  from  this  division 
answer  my  letter.  I  will  be  proud  to 
hear  from  anyone.  We  have  some  good 
men  in  our  lodge;  men  who  are  ever 
ready  and  willing  to  do  everything  they 
can  to  help  the  organization  and  its  mem- 
bers. Let  us  all  try  to  see  how  much 
we  can  do  for  the  advancement  of  our 
lodge  within  the  New  Year.  Yours  in 
B.  L.  and  U.,    Certificate  No.  84492. 


North  BattUford,  SasK. 

We  have  had  another  well-attended 
meeting  at  Battleford  Lodge  No.  486. 
Several  important  questions  brought  be- 
fore the  lodge  for  discussion,  which 
ended  in  the  passing  of  a  pleasant  four 
hours  together.  This  was  a  special 
meeting,  called  at  the  request  of  Brother 
Keays,  our  genial  organizer  for  the  I.  B. 
M.  W.  E. ,  and  I  would  like  to  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  this  particular 
meeting.  It  has  been  some  time  since 
we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
with  some  one  who  could  tell  us  what 
was  going  on  outside  of  our  own  super- 
intendent's division. 

We  made  a  special  effort  to  give 
Brother  Keays  a  good  reception,  but, 
unfortunately,  Brother  Keays  did  not 
turn  up.  Brother  Keays,  is  this  fair  to 
Lodge  No.  486?  I  can  assure  you  that 
the  telegraph  office  is  still  doing  business 
at  North  Battleford,  and  the  wire  was 
in  good  shape  up  to  the  time  we  had  our 
meeting,  and  I  think  that  yon  should 
have  advised  us  of  the  fact  that  you 
could  not  attend.  Some  of  the  members 
were  put  to  considerable  expense  in 
order  to  attend  this  meeting,  along  with 
the  inconvenience  of  loss  of  sleep,  as 
well  as  what  they  have  to  lose  through 
leaving  their  family  circles  on  Sunday 
to  attend  a  meeting  on  the  urgent  re- 
quest of  the  secretary. 

Perhaps  I  am  wrong  in  finding  fault, 
because  Brother  Keays  is  an  organizer, 
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but  yoa  will  agree  with  me  that  it  is 
pretty  hard  when  a  brother  comes,  say 
250  miles,  to  be  disappointed.  You  will 
say  he  is  of  the  right  kind  of  stuff.  I 
belieye  that  a  failure  of  this  kind  makes 
a  bad  impression,  in  fact,  I  heard  some 
of  our  new  members  whispering  in  the 
room,  ''What  do  you  think  of  it?" 

Now,  brother  organizers,  it  is  up  to 
you  that  when  you  make  an  appoint- 
ment with  the  lodge  you  should  endeavor 
to  fulfill  the  appointment,  and  if  you  find 
something  arises  which  prevents  you,  a 
telegraphic  message  doesn't  cost  much 
and  the  brothers  might  be  saved  a  lot  of 
trouble  and  expense.  Yours  in  B.  L. 
and  U. ,  Journal  Agent. 


Omaha,  Neb. 


Mr.  Editor,  as  this  is  my  first  appear- 
ance in  the  Advocate,  I  hope  you  will 
help  straighten  and  outline  the  mistakes. 
We  have  a  nice  lodge  at  Council  Bluffs, 
la.,  which  has  been  kept  up  by  Brother 
Henness}'.  He  is  a  very  hard  worker 
for  the  Brotherhood,  and  I  wish  to  say 
to  the  members  of  Council  Blu£fs  lodge 
that  your  presence  at  our  meetings 
is  greatly  needed.  I  wish  that  those 
brothers  who  have  been  absent  from  so 
many  of  our  meetings  would  attend 
oftener  and  help  keep  everything  going. 
It  is  not  right  to  ask  a  portion  of  the 
lodge  to  keep  the  ball  rolling  while 
others  are  lying  back  not  doing  their 
share.  They  should  attend  the  lodge, 
piay  up  their  local  dues,  which  add 
strength  to  our  lodge,  otherwise  the 
workers  may  get  discouraged. 

If  we  do  not  receive  benefits  from  the 
Order,  right  away,  it  is  principally  our 
own  fault.  If  all  our  brothers  would  do 
their  share  and  assist  to  get  the  road 
lined  up,  we  would  be  in  a  position  to 
ask  for  more  than  we  now  receive,  and 
the  best  start  we  can  make  is  to  attend 
the  meetings  regularly  and  assist  one 
another  to  make  it  the  success  we  de- 
sire. Our  lodge  is  mostly  made  up  of 
terminal  men  from  Omaha,  Council 
Bluffs  and  surrounding  towns,  and  we 
should  be  able,  without  any  assistance, 
to  benefit  and  help  one  another  tmtil 
such  a  time  as  the  Order  can  help  us 


through  our  committee.  Come  on, 
brothers;  show  your  loyalty  to  your 
local  lodge  and  to  the  organization  by 
attending  your  meetings,  paying  your 
dues  and  helping  each  other  and  keep 
the  ball  rolling  until  you  reach  the  de- 
sired goal,  which  need  not  be  very  long 
if  you  will  be  persistent  and  do  your 
share.  Our  lodge  has  made  quite  a  nice 
showing.  We  have  given  a  couple  of 
dances  and  socials  which  have  been 
gotten  up  in  very  nice  shape  and  were 
enjoyed  very  much.  I  hope  this  will 
not  hit  the  scrap  basket.  Yours  in  B. 
L.  and  U.,  M.  Clabe. 


Lodse  No.  146. 


Chicago  and  Western  Indiana  Lodge 
No.  146  will  give  its  first  annual  recep- 
tion and  ball  at  the  Hesperian  Hall,  Ash- 
land and  Sixty-Ninth  street,  Chicago, 
111.  on  February  18,  1911.  We  hope  that 
every  member  of  the  lodge,  his  friends 
and  their  combined  wives  and  sweet- 
hearts will  come  and  have  a  good  time. 
The  committee  will  be  after  you  with 
tickets,  so  loosen  up,  we  need  the  money. 
Yours  in  B.  Ll  and  U., 

The  Committeb. 


From  Parry  Sound  Lodge  No.  447. 

Hello,  readers  of  the  Advocate  I  As 
this  is  my  second  attempt  to  write  for 
the  journal,  I  hope  it  will  appear  in  the 
next  issue.  I  will  not  attempt  to  make 
any  excuses.  My  son  being  sick  has  de- 
layed my  letter  for  some  time. 

Parry  Sound  lodge  is  still  in  a  lively 
and  prosperous  condition.  Our  numbers 
are  increasing  at  every  meeting.  There 
are  just  a  few  nons  left,  but  we  hope  to 
bring  them  in  soon.  We  were  very 
sorry  to  lose  our  president,  Bro.  J, 
Schnell,  who  was  transferred  to  another 
division.  He  was  always  a  jolly  good 
fellow  and  helped  to  make  Parry  Sound 
lodge  what  it  is.  We  all  miss  him,  but 
wish  him  every  success  in  his  new  labor. 
We  also  regret  that  Roadmaster  D.  H. 
Ford  has  been  transferred  to  another 
division.  Mr.  Ford  was  a  man  who  al- 
ways practiced  the  golden  rule,  by  being 
a  man  among  men  and  helping  those 
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who  were  willing  to  help  themselves. 
We  wish  him  every  success. 

When  it  became  known  to  our  brothers 
that  these  changes  were  to  be  made,  9ur 
lodge  gave  a  supper  and  ball  and  invited 
every  one  who  wished  to  come.  One 
hundred  and  forty-four  sat  down  to 
supper,  and  after  the  supper  Bro.  J. 
Schnell  was  made  the  recipient  of  a  nice 
wat-ch  chain  and  locket,  with  diamond 
setting,  and  Mr.  Ford  was  presented 
with  a  beautiful  tea  set  of  five  pieces. 
The  tray  of  the  tea  set  was  inscribed  as 
follows:  * 'Presented  to  D.  H.  Ford  by 
the  employes  of  the  Lake  Superior  di- 
vision of  the  C.  P.  R.,  September  30, 
1910." 

On  November  27,  at  our  last  meeting 
we  were  pleased  to  have  Brothers  Irwin 
and  Dorey  with  us.  Come  often,  broth- 
ers, and  wake  us  up  to  just  what  we 
should  be.  I  must  ring  o£f  by  saying  a 
man  should  fight  for  honor.  Who  can 
blame  him?  May  luck  attend  him 
wherever  he  may  roam,  a;id  that  no  son 
of  his  shall  ever  live  to  blame  him  for 
liberty,  union  and  honor  around  his 
home.  J.  W.  Stewart. 


Blue  Earth,  Minn. 

Our  lodge  500,  is  in  excellent  working 
order,  although  recently  organized,  and 
we  also  have  practically  every  man  of 
the  eligible  type  on  the  different  lines 
enrolled  as  members.  One  of  our  meet- 
ings was  held  at  Butterfied,  Sunday  No- 
vember 27th,  1910.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  the  president.  Broth- 
er Tribbey  and  Vice-President  Woods 
were  present.  To  fill  vacancies  in  the 
position  of  chaplain,  secretary  and  out- 
side guard.  Brothers  Hovrad  of  Scarville, 
Broadwell  of  Lake  Mills  and  Thomas 
Woods  of  Blue  Earth  were  appointed, 
the  lespective  occupants  of  said  office 
not  being  present.  The  president  also 
appointed  Brother  Woods  and  Brother 
Godfrey  as  members  of  the  committee 
to  investigate  the  distressful  circumstan- 
ces of  Brother  Johnson  at  Guckern. 
Whatever  the  committee  decides  to  do 
in  regard  to  the  matter,  will  be  of  the 
Order's  approval,  they,  (the  committee) 
having   been   duly    authorized.      Other 


matters  of  business  were  brought  before 
the  meeting  and  received  proper  discus- 
sion. Motion  was  made  and  seconded 
that  the  meeting  be  adjourned.  Carried, 
adjourned  at  2:00  o'clock  p.  m. 

In  regard  to  the  conditions  of  distress 
of  Brother  Johnson,  I  refer  to  the  dis- 
truction  of  his  home  in  Guckern  by  fire 
early  on  Sunday  morning  November  27th 
1910.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  and  the 
children  were  all  quite  badly  burned,  but 
Mr.  Johnson  and  son  age  13  years  were 
the  most  seriously  injured,  the  latter  dy- 
ing of  injuries  the  same  evening.  The 
cause  of  the  fire  was  due  to  the  explosion 
of  the  cook  stove.  Their  home,  clothing 
and  furniture  were  all  destroyed.  It  will 
undoubtedly  be  a  length  of  time  before 
Mr.  Johnson  will  recover  his  former 
health,  and  it  is  the  best  wishes  of  the 
Order  that  the  Johnson  family  will  be 
aided  in  any  manner  possible,  and  we 
also  hope  that  their  former  health  will 
be  rapidly  attained.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and 
U.,  Journal  Agent. 


Ashcrof t,  B.  C. 


I  will  just  drop  a  few  lines  to  the  Ad- 
vocate for  the  first  time  from  district 
No.  2,  Pacific  division  of  the  C.  P.  Ry. 
I  have  seen  no  letters  from  our  people  in 
this  part  of  the  country  in  the  Advo- 
cate. Why,  I  do  not  know.  I  am  sure 
there  are  plenty  who  could  if  they  would 
write  a  much  more  interesting  letter 
than  I  am  capable  of  doing.  However* 
it  is  up  to  me  to  make  the  start  and  I 
hope  that  some  of  the  rest  will  follow. 

I  attended  a  meeting  of  our  lodge  at 
Ashcroft  on  November  19th,  and  am  sor- 
ry to  say  that  there  were  not  as  many 
there  as  should  have  been.  I  suppose 
some  will  have  the  excuse  that  they  for- 
got all  about  it,  but  they  will  not  have 
that  chance  for  the  next  meeting.  Our 
secretary  is  writing  to  every  member 
that  is  not  within  speaking  distance  that 
there  will  be  a  meeting  in  our  hall  (par- 
ticular stress  on  our  hall,  for  it  is  sure 
ours  and  all  paid  for  at  that)  on  the  17th 
of  December,  and  we  want  to  have  the 
hall  filled  up  to  the  doors.  We  have 
election  of  offlciers  and  some  other  busi- 
ness to  get  through  with. 
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Another  thing,  the  6th  of  January  will 
soon  be  here,  which  means  that  we  will 
have  to  come  through  with  oar  dnes. 
There  are  a  few  of  our  members  behind 
for  this  year  yet.  Now,  boys,  wake  up 
and  start  the  New  Year  with  your  dues 
fully  paid  and  an  up-to-date  working  card 
in  your  pocket. 

Well,  Mr.  Ekiitor,  I  guess  I  had  better 
draw  this,  my  first  letter,  to  a  close. 
Hoping  you  will  find  space  for  same,  I 
am,  with  best  wishes,  yours  in  B.  L.  and 
U. ,  Journal.  Agent. 


Pinners  Point,  Va. 

Since  I  saw  my  last  letter  was  printed 
in  the  Advocate,  I  will  try  again.  Our 
meeting  day  is  the  last  of  the  month,  and 
I  will  not  wait  until  after  th^  meeting  to 
write,  because  I  would  like  to  get  this  in 
the  December  joumaHf  I  could. 

Our  lodge  is  putting  forth  every  effort 
it  possibly  can  to  increase  our  member- 
ship, and  I  am  sure  we  can  win  some 
more  if  we  keep  trying.  There  are  a  few 
nons  at  Pinners  Point  yet  whom  we  hope 
to  win  some  day.  We  have  the  most  of 
tiiem  out  on  the  road,  but  the  question 
is,  can  we  keep  them?  This  seems  to  be 
the  great  trouble  on  the  Norfolk  and 
Danville  division.  Our  meeting  will  be 
next  Sunday  December  27th  and  I  am 
going  to  see  how  many  I  can  get  to  pay 
up  their  dues.  I,  for  one,  like  to  be  on 
time.  Brothers,  you  don't  know  how 
much  this  would  mean  to  us  if  we  would 
mil  be  on  time.  Give  this  part  careful  at- 
tention and  be  unanimous  in  regard  to 
your  dues. 

If  this  gets  in  the  December  journal, 
and  I  hope  the  editor  will  find  a  vacant 
place  for  it,  we  will  have  a  called  meet- 
ing in  December,  and  as  our  meeting 
comes  in  Christmas  week  I  hope  every 
brother  will  be  present  to  see  the  last 
meeting  of  the  year  1910,  alid  I  hope  all 
lodges  will  do  the  same.  I  see  no  reason 
why  all  lodges  can  not  make  the  new  year, 
which  will  soon  be  here,  a  better  one 
than  the  past,  and  I  think  that  if  we  will 
all  try  real  hard,  some  good  results  will 
be  accomplished  by  so  doing.  I  would 
iike  to  see  some  more  letters  in  the  jour- 
nal from  all  roads;  something  like  **The 


Little  Box  Oar"  letter  in  the  October 
number.  I  think  it  was  just  fine.  Let 
us  be  good  men,  speak  the  truth  and 
stand  by  it. 

Well,  my  letter  is  growing  quite 
lengthy,  so  I  must  bring  it  to  a  close  by 
saying,  I  wish  every  member  of  our  or- 
ganization a  merry  Christmas  and  a  hap- 
py New  Year.  Remember,  brothers,  we 
have  a  lodge  at  Lawrenceville,  and  ex- 
tend a  hearty  welcome  to  every  member 
of  the  Brotherhooa  when  in  our  neighbor- 
hood to  pay  us  a  visit.  Wishing  the 
Brotherhood  every  success,  yours  as  ever. 
Journal  Agent. 


ElKhorn,  W.  Va. 


On  looking  over  the  Advocate  I  find 
in  the  September  1910  Advocate,  a  let- 
ter from  Bro.  Chas.  Anglin  of  Price,  S.  0. 
and  this  being  my  old  home  place  I  was 
very  much  delighted  to  read  it.  I  was 
down  there  last  week  and  spent  a  few 
days  visiting  friends  and  relatives  and  I 
must  say  there  is  no  place  like  home.  I 
am  sorry  I  did  not  see  Brother  Anglin 
while  I  was  down  there,  but  I  looked  over 
the  division  while  passing  on  the  train 
and  I  think  they  have  tneir  track  in  a  very 
good  condition  after  considering  the 
number  of  men  they  have  to  keep  it  up 
with.  I  was  talking  to  one  of  the  offici- 
als on  the  train  and  he  told  me  their 
allowance  was  two  men  to  a  section.  If 
we  did  not  have  more  men  than  that 
here,  we  could  not  repair  the  track  after 
wrecks. 

I  would  like  to  see  you,  Brother  Anglin, 
also  visit  your  lodge,  and  if  you  are  ever 
passing  through  our  country  we  would 
like  to  have  you  stop  and  visit  our  lodge 
at  Bluefields.  I  am  secretary-treasurer 
and  we  are  making  an  earnest  e£fort  to 
come  to  the  front.  Our  next  meeting 
day  is  January  Ist,  1911.  If  your  are  go- 
ing to  spend  a  part  of  your  Xmas  holidays 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  don't  forget 
to  visit  us  on  that  date. 

As  I  have  nothing  much  to  write  about 
this  time  that  would  interest  you,  I  will 
cease  for  this  time  and  hope  to  see  some 
more  letters  in  the  Advocate  from  Mr. 
Anglin  and  others  on  this  division. 

D.  S.  Smith. 
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Progressive  Lodge  No.  114. 


Well,  brothers,  our  first  year  of  Broth- 
erhood work  has  now  ended  and  we  have 
entered  upon  another  year.  We  have 
held  splendid  meeting^  during  1910  and 
all  our  members  have  stuck  together  like 
glue.  Our  last  meeting  held  on  the  13th 
of  November  was  well  attended;  mem- 
bers being,  present  from  far  and  near. 
As  we  look  back  over  the  past  year's 
work,  and  although  we  are  not  one  of 
the  gpreatest  lodges,  we  have  accom- 
plished much.  All  praise  and  thanks 
are  due  to  our  hard  working  secretary- 
treasurer.  Brother  McCulloch.  He  looks 
after  the  business  all  right. 

The  other  day  sixteen  of  us  had  dinner 
with  another  section  gang,  fourteen  of 
which  were  paid  up  members  and  two 
nons,  and  didn't  those  nons  get  a  roast- 
ing! The  only  way,  boys,  is  to  get  after 
every  one.  We  are  united  to  assist  and 
let  us  see  to  it  that  we  do  all  in  our  pow- 
er through  this  coming  year  to  make 
our  Brotherhood  stronger  than  ever. 

I  suppose  most  of  the  boys  will  have 
gotten  their  working  cards  by  the  time 
this  appears  in  print,  but  if  there  are 
any  who  have  been  backward  in  coming 
forward  with  the  dope  come  now  for  now 
is  the  accepted  time.  Yours  in  B.  L. 
and  U.,  Certificate  No.  15986. 


R.oanoKe,  Va. 

As  it  has  been  several  months  since  I 
wrote  to  the  Advocate,  I  will  try  to  let 
the  brothers  hear  from  me  again.  Since 
September  28  I  have  been  working  the 
Virginia  Railway  but  before  you  read 
this  in  the  January  number  of  the  Ad- 
vocate I  will  have  this  line  completed 
and  their  schedule  drawn  up.  I  have 
worked  over  340  miles  of  track  and  have 
96  per  cent  of  the  foremen  and  about  75 
per  cent  of  the  pumpers  and  a  nice  bunch 
of  the  laborers. 

My  work  was  delayed  on  account  of 
sickness  twice.  I  think  the  brothers  on 
the  Virginia  have  a  bright  future  if  they 
will  only  stand  solid  and  work  for  the 
Order.  I  have  five  brothers  assisting  me 
in  the  work  on  the  Southern.  Brothers 
Jones  and  Stokes  are  on   the  S.  A.  L. 


Brother  Johnson  will  work  the  C.  &  O. 
W.  C.  Ry.  and  Brother  Byrd  is  working^ 
the  0.  C.  &  O.  and  when  through  that 
line  will  work  the  V.  S.  &  M.  The  N.  & 
S.  is  waiting  forme  now  and  I  want  to 
take  those  who  are  helping  me  to  take 
up  the  work  the  first  of  the  year  on  the 
A.  C.  L. 

One  brother  from  the  A.  C.  L.  wrote 
me  some  time  back  and  asked  me  if  I 
knew  that  there  was  a  road  by  this  name 
in  the  South  and  also  stated  that 
there  were  good  men  on  this  road.  I 
wrote  this  brother  a  nice  letter  and  told 
him  what  I  was  going  to  do  for  them 
in  1911  and  that  I  was  glad  to  get  such 
letters  as  it  showed  me  the  men  are  get- 
ting their  eyes  open.  So  much  to  the 
good.  We  are  coming  now  in  the  South 
all  right. 

I  knew  of  one  roadmaster  on  the  A. 
C.  L.  who  did  aU  he  could  to  destroy 
our  Brotherhood  on  his  division  a  few 
years  ago,  and  since  the  trainmen  and 
conductors  got.  such  a  big  raise,  this  same 
rpadmaster  now  complains  that  train- 
men were  receiving  more  salary  than 
he  was.  This  official  could  not  see,  a 
few  years  ago  when  we  were  trying  to 
get  the  section  foremen's  pay  up  to  $76 
per  month,  that  his  pay  would  have  to 
go  up  in  the  same  proportion.  It  has 
cost  some  men  a  lot  of  money  to  learn 
a  single  lesson. 

I  want  to  tell  you  brothers  who  were 
not  at  Boston,  that  you  should  have 
been  there,  then  you  could  have  seen 
what  our  Brotherhood  really  meant. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  brothers  on  the 
Southern  and  Boston  and  Maine  for  the 
nice  present  they  gave  me.  I  appreciate 
it  more  than  I  am  able  to  express,  and  I 
will  tr^'  to  Jive  and  act  toward  our  Broth- 
erhood in  such  a  way  tliat  the  brothers 
will  never  regret  having  given  it  to  me. 
The  present  was  a  very  handsome  tea 
set.  Bros.  A.  W.  Fogleman,  Louift  Hart 
and  Burke  of  the  Boston  and  Maine 
made  the  presentation  at  the  convention. 
I  was  glad  to  see  the  Southern  so  well 
represented  at  the  convention.  That  is 
the  only  way,  brothers,  to  have  a  voice 
at  your  Grand  Lodge  meetings  is  to  have 
your  delegates  there  with  the  votes  and 
I  hope  to  see  in  St.  Louis  in  1912  the  best 
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torn-oat  at  the  Grand  Lodge  meeting 
that  has  ever  been  had  in  the  history  of 
the  Brotherhood.  Each  brother  should 
try  to  bring  in  one  member  if  no  more. 
Ton  will  little  know  what  that  wonld 
mean,  9at  just  stop  and  think  and  then 
yon  will  see  that  it  would  double  your 
membership. 

I  wish  to  say  to  the  brothers  that  if 
there  is  anything  I  can  do  at  any  time 
yon  have  only  to  let  me  know  and  give  me 
time  to  make  my  dates.  I  hope  all  will 
have  a  nice,  merry  Christmas  without 
any  boosse  and  that  we  may  be  spared  to 
nukke  the  year  1911  one  of  great  success 
for  our  Brotherhood.  Yours  in  B.  L. 
and  U.,         W.  S.  Powell,  Vice-Pres. 


JacKaonviUe,  Fla. 

I  hope  that  each  one  of  you  will  have 
spent  a  happy  Christmas,  and  will  enter 
in  upon  the  new  year  with  much  to  be 
thankful  for.  I  note  that  some  of  you 
in  the  North  are  having  snow  troubles 
even  at  this  early  date.  I  have  been 
through  it,  brothers,  and  I  assure  you 
of  my  heartiest  sympathies,  while  we  of 
Florida,  are  of  course  not  immune  from 
worldly  troubles,  we  are  in  many  ways 
truly  blessed,  so  with  the  permission  of 
our  Brother  Editor  and  a  generous 
amount  of  forbearance  on  the  part  of 
yourselves  I  will  eulogize  somewhat  upon 
the  conditions  as  found  in  our  state  of 
Florida. 

When  the  spirit  of  unrest  pervades  the 
breast  of  the  western  mortal  why  does 
he  migrate  northward  in  a  majority  of 
(uwes,  or  still  farther  to  the  westward. 
I  have  reviewed  the  question  and  dis- 
cussed it  with  myself  from  its  varied 
view  points  and  have  arrived  at  no  log- 
ical or  scientific  solution  of  the  problem 
up  to  the  present  time.  Have  the  frosts 
and  icycles  of  many  winters  sojourn  in 
the  west  so  permeated  his  whole  being 
that  he  is  as  irresistably  drawn  to  the 
North  and  West  as  is  the  needle  to  the 
Pole?  or  has  he  overlooked  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  great  and  good  Southland  hos- 
pitably inviting  the  honest  and  thrifty  in- 
dividual to  its  sunshine  and  to  its  shades, 
a  sunshine  tJiat  can  not  shine  more 
Mghtly  with  its  warmth  tempered  by 


the  breezes  from  the  seashore  and  the 
gulf. 

Crop  conditions  are  varied  and  good, 
stock  raising  a  success  and  fruits  and 
nuts  do  splendidly.  Small  farms  are  de- 
sirable, for  as  many  as  three  crops  may 
be  grown  on  the  same  plat  of  ground 
during  the  season. 

Ice  is  cheaply  manufactured  for  com- 
mercial and  domestic  purposes;  hundreds 
of  tons  being  used  daily  for  refrigera- 
ting cars  of  fruits,  vegetables  and  meats 
alone. 

We  have  good  means  of  transportation 
by  rail  and  by  water,  as  ships  from  all 
lands  enter  our  harbors  to  discharge  and 
take  on  cargoes. 

We  have  many  enterprises,  two  only 
will  I  mention,  viz.  The  Florida  East 
Coast  EZztension,  or  the  railway  over  the 
sea  to  Key  West,  a  feat  of  engineering 
skill  second  only  to  that  of  the  Panama 
Canal,  and  surpassed  by  nothing  under 
the  sun  in  grandeur  and  benefits  to 
mankind. 

The  second  enterprise  that  I  will  men- 
tion is  the  draining  of  the  Everglades  of 
Florida,  a  work  that  is  being  begun  with 
seven  large  dredges  and  will  consume 
seven  years  of  time  to  complete  the 
scheme,  developing  millions  of  acres  of 
extremely  fertile  land  that  will  be  placed 
under  cultivation  as  soon  as  drained. 
The  canals  will  be  from  forty  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  in  length, 
and  of  sufficient  width  and  depth  to  ad- 
mit the  passage  of  the  ordinary  river 
steamers. 

We  have  our  points  of  historical  inter- 
est. St.  Augustine,  the  ancient  city  with 
its  old  fort  and  surrounding  moats,  its 
narrow  streets  and  Spanish  tombs, 
souvenirs  of  days  long  past.  The  sum- 
mer home  of  Mrs.  H.  B.  Stowe,  near  the 
banks  of  the  grand  St.  Johns,  surrounded 
by  massive  oaks  all  fastened  with  long 
Spanish  moss.  The  Suwannee  River  im- 
mortalized in  song  throughout  many 
lands,  and  dear  to  the  hearts  of  those 
hearing  it,  doubly  appreciated  by  the 
darky  who  lazily  fishes  on  its  shady 
banks  and  doubly  dear  to  the  * 'mammy" 
who  croons  the  melody  by  the  fiickering 
embers  to  the  kinky  headed  pickaninny 
on  her  bosom. 
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We  have  large  and  clean  cities,  deep 
rivers  and  shady  forests,  the  country  is 
healthy  and  the  inhabitants  are  happy. 

We  have  a  population  drawn  from 
nearly  every  land  under  the  sun,  one 
can  see  the  dusky  belle  from  the  banks 
of  the  Niger,  the  light  haired  Dane,  the 
Spanish  Seniorita  boasting  the  pure  Cas- 
tilian  strain,  and  the  American  beauty 
the  peer  of  them  all. 

Life  is  never  stagnant  but  full  of 
warmth  and  vivacity,  tinctured  with  ro- 
mance and  superstition,  there  is  no  with- 
ering winter  blasts  but  instead  may  be 
heard  the  song  of  the  whip-poor-will  and 
the  soughing  of  the  night  winds  through 
the  pines  and  the  palms,  not  only  have 
we  the  perfume  of  new  mown  hay,  but 
that  of  the  orange  blossom  and  magno- 
lia as  well,  so,  while  to  some  a  mysteri- 
ous finger  may  point  their  destinies 
northward,  my  * 'Cloud  by  day  and  pillar 
of  fire  by  night"  surely  points  me  the 
way  to  Dixie. 

Where  Is  it?    When  the  sun  shines  hot. 
When  you  ran  fnul  no  sliatly  hpt>t. 
I'll  batlie  In  the  ot'ean  a  whirling  spray. 
And  oooling  hroezes  every  day. 
It  8  in  Florida. 

Whore  is  it?    When  mid  winter  s  snows, 
And  winter's  blasts  that  ever  blows, 
I'll  find  a  place  whore  roses  bloom, 
A  place  that's  filled  with  sweet  perfume. 
It's  in  Ploridtt. 

C.  R.  Patten, 
701  E.  Church  St.        Jacksonville,  Fla. 


Truro  Lodge  No.  154. 

Another  year  is  past  and  a  new  one 
is  before  us.  In  looking  over  the  good 
work  done  for  the  trackmen  by  the 
Brotherhood  during  the  Inst  twelve 
months,  is  it  not  astonishing  how  mneh 
knocking  the  Brotherhood  gets  from  its 
own  members.  One  would  think  that 
after  reading  cf  the  good  work  per- 
formed every  member  wf)uld  be  a  real 
live  booster,  yet,  sad  to  relate,  there  are 
those  who,  like  the  common  dog,  will, 
so  to  speak,  **bite  the  hand  that  feeds 
him."  I  refer  especially  to  a  class  of 
men  who  are  forever  grumbling  about 
how  this  is  being  done.  Why  don't  the 
committee  do  this  or  that,  forc^otful  of 
the  fact  that  they  themselves  are  d<nnp; 
nothing  except,  perhaps,  to  disecnirasie, 


by  their  insensate  remarks  the  splendid 
spirit  of  unionism  prevalent  in  our  new 
members. 

At  our  last  meeting,  that  old  war  horse. 
Brother  Murray,  gave  us  an  account  of 
what  progress  had  been  made  6y  the 
committee  with  regard  to  a  new  sched- 
ule, and  I  am  sure  that  we  ought  to  be 
proud  of  the  business-like  manner  in 
which  our  business  is  being  handled  by 
our  representatives.  Especially  are  we 
to  be  congratulated  upon  the  fact  that 
we  are  about  ready  for  a  conciliation 
board  in  the  event  of  our  present  nego- 
tiations proving  futile.  This  one  fact 
alone,  in  my  estimation,  should  make 
every  one  of  us  a  real  live  booster. 

Has  it,  or  does  it  ever  occur  to  the 
members  for  one  moment  to  imagine  the 
many  weary  hours  spent  after  the  day's 
work  is  done  by  Brother  Murray  in  try- 
ing to  formulate  ideas  to  a  suitable  line 
of  action  for  the  benefit  of  our  men  in 
his  dealing  with  the  management?  Aht 
brothers,  we  will  never  know  half  the 
worries  and  cares  given  by  Brother 
Murray  gratis  for  our  benefit.  I  would 
not  so  write,  except  to  give  my  humble 
meed  of  praise  where  praise  is  Justly 
due,  for  Brother  Murray  needs  no  apolo- 
gies at  all,  but,  had  I  as  many  tongues 
as  there  are  ties  between  here  and  Van- 
couver, every  one  of  them  would  be 
used  in  praise  of  the  grand  old  war  horse 
of  Truro  Lodge. 

Enough  for  the  past.  What  of  the 
future?  In  my  humble  opinion  the 
future  is  bright,  very  bright,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  predict  that  the  new  year  is 
going  to  be  the  brightest,  best  and  most 
successful  in  every  way  that  our  Broth- 
erhood has  yet  seen.  More  especially 
will  tlus  be  so  if  every  one  of  us  will  do 
our  little  part  in  boosting  everything  in 
connection  with  our  Order.  You  may 
ask,  *'What  can  I  do?"  What  can  you 
do?  Always  have  a  cheerful  look,  a  good 
word  to  your  fellow-workman,  and  a 
merry,  hearty  laugh  once  in  awhile. 
Cultivate  a  kind,  loving  disposition  to- 
wards every  one.  Never  mind  if  you 
don't  just  happen  to  like  a  man,  give 
him  a  smile  anyway,  and  a  cheerful 
**^ood  morning."  These  are  some  of 
the  little  things  that  all  can  do  if  they 
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will  without  any  special  etfort  on  tlieir 
part,  and  don't  forget,  above  all  things, 
to  boost  the  Brotherhood  and  every  one 
in  connection  with  it.  What!  you  ean- 
notdo  any  of  these  things?  Well,  llien, 
the  best  thing  you  or  any  of  us  can  do, 
for  that  matter,  is  to  pray  and  continue 
praying^  until  Almighty  God  has  given 
you  a  contrite  heart  and  has  created  a 
new  spirit  within  you. 

Well,  all  you  kind  people  who  have 
given  me  much  pleasure  through  your 
letters,  please  accept  my  thanks  for  the 
same.  Some  of  the  writers  are  so  mnch 
in  sympathy  with  my  own  ideas  that  I 
could  just  hug  them  (except  the  ladies). 

Mr.  Editor,  I  beg  you  also  to  accept 
my  thanks  in  that  you  have  improved 
the  dear  old  Advocate  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  make  it  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
miion  publication.  With  every  good 
wish  for  the  new  year  to  each  and  every 
one  of  you,  I  am,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Kopje  Jan. 

P.  S. — Don't  be  a  knocker,  be  a  booster. 


Akis.  Ga.,  S.  A.  L.  Ry. 

As  my  previous  letter  missed  the  waste 
basket,  I  will  write  once  more.  I  do  not 
think  the  Brotherhood  men  are  doing 
their  duty.  They  should  all  stick  to- 
gether and  get  better  wages  here  on  the 
S.  A.  L.  Our  wages  are  but  ^8  per 
month  when  they  should  be  $55  at  least. 
The  laborers  should  join  hands  with  the 
foremen  in  securing  this  increased  bene- 
fits. Laborers  wages  should  be  at  least 
$1.25  per  day;  my  experience  is  that  it 
is  worth  all  that.  I  am  living  in  a  small 
place.  We  have  a  box  car  for  a  depot, 
one  store,  a  postoffice  and  a  few 
houses. 

I  would  be  glad  if  every  foreman  would 
try  to  write  a  few  lines  for  the  Advocate  , 
also  the  boys  and  girls  letters  make  in- 
teresting reading.  I  know  that  many 
could  say  things  more  to  the  point  than 
I  am  capable  of  doing. 

Boys,  how  do  you  like  hunting?  I  am 
sure  I  do,  and  I  expect  to  have  a  big 
time  on  Christmas  day  hunting.  I  have 
a  bicycle  with  an  attachment  for  riding 
on  the  rails;  I  have  a  big  time  going  up 
aud  down  the  road.    Our  lodge  is  goin^ 


to  liold  its  meeting  in  Atlanta  the  third 
Sunday  in  this  month,  and  I  hope  every 
foreman  and  laborer  will  attend  the 
meeting. 

Why  do  not  more  of  you  write  for  the 
Advocate.  I  rarely  ever  see  any  letters 
from  this  section  of  the  comitry.  Don't 
stand  back;  let  us  all  know  what  you 
are  doing.  My  father  never^  misses  a 
meeting,  he  is  always  glad  when  meet- 
ing days  comes.  He  pays  his  dues  up 
promptly  and  always  has  an  up-to-date 
working  card  in  his  pocket.  As  I  said  in 
my  former  letter,  I  am  going  to  join  the 
Order  as  soon  as  I  am  old  enough. 

I  would  be  glad  to  exchange  post  cards 
with  any  of  the  boys  or  girls.  I  will 
close  for  this  time  by  wishing  the  Broth- 
erhood and  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  all  the 
good  luck  and  success  possible,  and  to 
the  members  of  both  organizations  a 
merry,  merry  Christmas  and  a  happy 
New  .Year.  Jno.  Cooglen. 


London,  Ont. 

A  very  enjoyable  meeting  of  Oaradoc 
Lodge  No.  195  was  held  in  our  hall  at 
London,  Ont.,  and  the  following  officers 
and  committees  were  elected  for  the 
year  1911: 

President,  D.  Stallard;  vice-president, 
T.  Phalan;  secretary-treasurer,  D.  H. 
Walsh;  journal  agent,  Wm.  Bidnall; 
chaplain,  A.  Taylor;  conductor,  F. 
MeOallum;  warden,  A.  McDaniels;  in- 
ner sentinel,  A.  Harrison.  Grievance 
committee  for  bridge  and  building  men, 
A.  Taylor,  D.  U.  Walsh,  D.  Campbell; 
trackmen,  west,  C.  Coates  of  Chatham, 
T.  Wilson  of  Glencoe,  H.  Warmington 
of  Louisville;  trackmen,  east,  J.  Souter 
of  Gault,  D.  Parsons,  W.  Sampson. 
Auditing  committee,  D.  Stallard,  H. 
Way  mark,  W.  Bidnall.  Amusement 
committee,  D.  Walsh,  H.  Waymark,  F. 
McCallum,  W.  McDaniels. 

A  very  enjoyable  time  was  had  at  this 
meeting,  and  everything  bids  fair  for  a 
prosperous  year.  Each  of  the  officers 
elected  pledged  himself  to  use  his  best 
endeavors  to  advance  the  interests  of 
the  oriranization  as  a  whole  and  of  Lodge 
No.  195  in  particular.  Yours  in  B.  L. 
and  r.,  n.  H.  Wai>*H. 
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From  a  Little  Boy. 


A  little  boy  will  try  to  write  to  the 
dear  old  Advocate.  My  papa  is  a  fore- 
man and  has  been  for  about  five  years 
and  I  have  one  uncle  who  works  on  the 
track.  They  both  belong  to  the  Broth- 
erhood and  think  it  is  a  grand  Order. 
There  are  five  of  us  children ;  the  two 
youngest  are  twins.  Christmas  is  draw- 
ing near  and  I  hope  I  will  get  something 
nice  for  a  present.  As  this  is  my  first 
letter  I  will  make  it  short.  I  hope  it 
will  miss  the  waste  basket,  and  if  so,  I 
will  write  more  the  next  time.  Yours 
truly.  Huston  Stole. 


Junction  City.  Kan. 

I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
members  of  our  Order  to  a  very  impor- 
tant  subject,  and  that  is :  Are  you  doing 
all  in  your  power  to  induce  the  employes 
in  the  maintenanee-of-way  department 
to  follow  in  your  footsteps  by  becoming 
members  of  the  Order?  If  you  are  neg- 
lecting this  important  and  very  vital 
question,  I  want  to  assure  you  that  you 
are  not  doing  your  duty.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary,  and  without  question  a  very 
important  matter,  as  to  whether  you  are 
bringing  in  the  weaker  brothers  or  not. 
One  phase  we  have  come  in  contact 
with  on  the  Kansas  division  is  to  reduce 
the  average  age  of  our  membership. 
This  has  been  an  error  of  many  Orders 
before  us,  with  the  result  that  the  aver- 
age death  list  of  said  Orders  have  gone 
beyond  the  normal. 

Don't  let  the  brothers  on  the  Kansas 
division  make  the  mistake  of  allowing 
division  ofElcials  to  drift  or  divert  your 
minds  from  your  organization.  Every 
employe  should  be  accordingly  invited 
to  become  one  of  us;  not  only  because 
we  are  as  good  as  the  best,  but  because 
it  is  their  duty  to  support  and  strengthen 
the  Brotherhood  of  Maintenance-of-Way 
Employes  and  keep  it  intact  and  staple, 
so  that  our  rights  as  employes  and  citi- 
zens may  not  be  taken  away  or  diverted, 
but  we  should  have  the  support  of  the 
entire  Brotherhood  in  receiving  it,  and 
we  will  have  it  on  the  Kansas  division  if 
each  brother  will  do  his  duty.     Brothers 


Hull,  Henthome  and  myself  are  doing 
all  we  can  as  organizers  to  harmonize 
and  solidify  the  work  on  this  division.  I 
do  not  want  my  advice  to  fall  on  deaf 
ears,  but  to  you,  brother,  who  is  now 
reading  this,  I  want  to  make  a  personal 
appeal,  to  take  account  of  all  the 
members  of  your  Brotherhood,  and  if 
there  are  any  in  your  neighborhood  who 
are  not  members  of  the  organization, 
speak  to  them  about  it  and  show  that  it 
is  a  duty  they  owe  to  themselves  and 
their  families  and  their  self-respect  to 
try  to  induce  them  to  join  with  us. 

There  are  a  number  of  good  men  of  an 
eligible  age  employed  on  the  Kansas  di- 
vision who  are  not  members.  Just  think 
what  an  impetus  it  would  g^ve  our  or- 
ganization if  each  of  them  were  members 
of  it,  and  how  materially  it  would  help 
toward  the  realization  of  our  desires  for 
better  conditions  and/a  more  equitable 
rate  of  wage.  The  question  is,  wuU  you 
do  it?    Fraternally  yours, 

Gus  Wright,  Organizer. 


Chicago,  III. 

Through  the  force  of  circumstances, 
this  is  the  first  communication  you  have 
received  from  that  husky  young  Infant, 
the  St.  Paul  Star  Lodge  No.  142.  Organ- 
izer Brother  Peterson  left  us  in  good 
shape  before  turning  us  loose,  with  sixty 
members  to  the  good.  At  our  last  meet- 
ing on  November  19  we  enrolled  thirty 
more,  making  a  total  of  ninety  since  we 
started. 

All  of  the  ofElcers  and  members  of  this 
lodge  are  enthusiasts  of  the  first  water 
and  we  expect  to  continue  the  good 
work  until  we  get  every  man  within  our 
jurisdiction  to  join  the  greatest  union 
ever. 

The  enthusiasm  of  the  last  week  was 
somewhat  dimmed  by  the  death  of  oiup 
respected  brother,  John  Soweski,  one  of 
the  earliest  and  most  enthusiastic  mem- 
bers. Proper  resolutions  were  adopted, 
expressing  our  sorrow  and  sympathy 
with  the  bereaved  family.  Our  next 
meeting  will  be  held  on  December  24. 
I  will  give  you  a  full  account  of  our 
growth.  With  best  wishes  for  all,  yours 
in  B.  L.  U.,  Journal  AoEmr. 
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Out  Loss. 

Again  the  unaeeu  hand  of   Him   who 
doeth  all  things  well  has  taken,  and  with- 
out warning,  one  of  oar  brothers  and  co- 
workers,   Bro.   R.   W.  Hay,    secretary- 
treasurer  of  Cherokee  Lodge  No.   462, 
was  killed  by  a  freight  engine  on  Decem- 
ber 6.     He  was  69  years  and  9  months 
old  and  had  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
Illinois  Central  thirty-one  years,  daring 
which  time  he  proved  himself  a  valuable 
trackman  and  a  faithful  employe.    His 
host  of  friends  and  associates  held  him 
in  high  esteem  and  will  miss  the  hearty 
welcome  he  always  had  for  each  one. 
The  members  of  Cherokee  lodge   will 
miss  him  from  their  meetings,  as  they 
fully   appreciate  his  good  counsel  and 
services  and  it  is  indeed  their  loss. 

Brother  Hay  leaves  a  devoted  wife 
and  four  loving  children,  to  whom  I  wish 
to  express  what  must  be  the  true  feeling 
of  all  the  main  ten  ance-of- way  employes 
who  knew  him,  and  on  their  behalf  I  ex- 
tend to  you,  the  dear  family  of  our 
brother  and  fellow-worker,  our  most 
fraternal  and  sincere  sympathies,  and 
we  trust  that  the  sunshine  of  hope  will 
to  some  extent  relieve  the  pain  and  dis- 
pel the  gloom  which  the  unseen  hand 
of  Him  who  doeth  all  things  well  has  so 
suddenly  brought  upon  you,  and  may 
He  in  His  own  time  reunite  you  an  un- 
broken family  circle.  Sincerely  and  fra- 
ternally, W.  M.  Smith, 
Chairman  M.-of-W.  Committee. 


Kat  Portage  Lodge  No.  238. 

Well,  boys,  I  am  going  to  try  to  get  a 
few  lines  in  the  January  Advocate,  if  I 
can  arrange  to  catch  the  editor  before 
he  has  his  type  all  set.  As  this  will  be 
the  first  edition  for  the  year  1911,  ,we 
should  all  contribute  a  little  toward  it 
and  try  to  make  the  Advance  Advocate 
for  1911  more  interesting  than  ever  be- 
fore. 

Sunday,  the  1st,  will  be  our  meeting 
day  again  and  I  expect  to  see  a  big  turn- 
out of  members  as  it  is  the  meeting  when 
we  elect  our  officers  for  the  year  1911. 
All  of  the  extra  summer  force  are  laid 
off  now  and  yon  should  see   that  there 


^re  no  nons  in  your  gang,  and  if  there 
is  one,  hand  him  an  application  and 
have  him  fill  it  out  and  bring  it  along  to 
our  secretary.  You  will  find  him  at  the 
old  address,  box  No.  80  at  Kenora. 

Now,  then,  let's  try  to  keep  ahead  of 
the  game  in  1911  by  paying  up  our  dues 
promptly.  Now  is  the  time  to  dig  down 
and  go  after  your  working  card  for  the 
first  half  of  th5*year.  Remember  the 
old  saying,  keep  the  ball  rolling,  and  the 
same  is  good.  I  guess  I  have  said  enough 
for  this  time,  so  will  close  by  wishing 
you  all  a  prosperous  and  happy  New 
Year.    Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal  Agent. 


Bangor,  Me. 

Penobscot  Lodge  No.  334  met  and 
elected  their  officers  for  1911  at  their  last 
regular  meeting.  The  officers  elected 
are  as  follows: 

Past  president,  T.  J.  Treacy ;  president, 
Maynard  Springer ;  vice-president,  Henry 
Samways;  secretary,  J.  L.  Brennen; 
chaplain,  Jos.  Leveille;  journal  agent, 
C.  I.  Merrill;  conductor,  M.  V.  Kinney; 
warden,  Pat.  Conway;  inner  sentinel, 
Pat.  Hardiman;  outer  sentinel,  Pat. 
Nelligon.  Committee:  Chairman,  J.  L. 
Brennen;  secretary,  M.  V.  Kinney;  M. 
Springer;  house  committee,  M.  V.  Kin- 
ney. 

The  officers  were  duly  and  ably  in- 
stalled by  the  retiring  president,  Bro. 
Fred  Sylvester,  who  has  held  the  office 
of  president  for  the  last  two  years,  an 
office  which  requires  brains  and  ability, 
and  our  retiring  brother  filled  the  posi- 
tion to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  every- 
one. The  lodge  much  regrets  losing 
Brother  Sylvester  from  the  most  im- 
portant chair. 

A  body  of  men  without  a  good  leader 
is  like  an  engine  without  steam,  but  I 
believe  that  our  new  board  of  officers 
will  be  found  just  as  capable  and  will 
conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Order  in  a  bus- 
iness-like manner.  At  our  next  regular 
meeting  it  was  voted  to  have  a  smoker 
and  talk,  also  to  invite  the  ladies  to  at- 
tend.   Refreshments  will  be  served. 

Boys,  do  not  forget  the  night  of  our 
meeting  which  is   the  first  Monday  in 
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each  mouth.  At  our  meeting  on  De- 
cember 6,  we  did  not  have  nearly  as 
many  members  as  we  should  have  bad. 
Brother  Allen,  our  able  and  witty  gen- 
eral chairman,  was  present  and  gave  uh 
some  very  good  points  which  were  both 
amusing  and  instructive  and  much  en- 
joyed by  everyone  present.  Brother  Al- 
len has  the  courage  of  his  convictions 
and  is  using  every  endeavor  to  build  up 
the  Brocherhood  on  our  road  and  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  he  is  succeeding  very 
nicely.  We  are  gathering  in  a  few  of 
the  stray  nons.  There  are  very  few 
left,  but  we  will  not  be  content  until 
every  man  is  enrolled  a«  a  member. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal  Agent. 

Superior  Lod^e  No.  141. 

Well,  brothers,  as  I  am  elected  journal 
agent  of  Lodge  No.  141  on  the  D.  S.  S. 
&  A.  Ry.,  I  will  try  and  write  a  few  lines 
for  the  Advocatb  to  let  our  brothers 
l(now  that  Superior  Lodge  No.  141  is 
still  doing  business.  I  wouldlike  to  point 
out  to  you,  brothers,  that  yoa  are  making 
a  great  mistake  in  not  going  after  the 
nons  on  this  road.  You  all  know  who 
they  are  and  if  you  don't  know,  you  can 
easily  ascertain.  It  is  your  duty  to  the 
Brotherhood  to  know  who  are  connected 
with  the  Order  and  who  are  not  and  get 
after  them.  Should  this  meet  the  eyes 
of  any  employe  in  the  maintenance-of- 
way  department  who  is  not  a  member 
of  the  Brotherhood,  just  ask  yourself  the 
reason  why  you  do  not  join.  Ninety- 
nine  times  out  of  one  hundred  the  answer 
will  have  to  be  **from  a  purely  selfish 
standpoint.''  liyou  have  already  joined, 
then  your  brothers  would  like  to  see  you 
at  your  lodge  occasionally.  Don't  be  a 
pull-back;  walk  right  up  just  like  you 
were  going  after  your  pay  check.  Come 
right  into  the  lodge  room  and  let  uh 
make  it  interesting  to  ourselves  and  oth- 
ers. 

Let  me  ask  you,  are  you  satisfied  with 
your  present  wages  and  conditions  under 
which  you  are  forced  to  labor?  No,  you 
are  not.  If  you  are  satisfied,  then  you 
are  getting  really  more  than  you  are 
worth  to  the  company  you   are  working 


for  and  they  will  do  a  gooi^  business  for 
themselves  to  fire  you.  Don't  say  that 
you  will  never  be  anything  more  than 
you  are  now.  If  you  do,  you  stand  a 
good  chance  of  being  a  little  less  than 
you  are  now. 

Do  you  not  know  what  the  Brother- 
hood has  done  for  you?  If  you  do  not, 
just  take  a  look  over  the  events  of  the 
past  few  years  and  see  for  yourself. 
Don't  you  know  that  a  few  dollars  more 
per  month  will  be  a  great  help  to  you, 
and  assist  you  to  support  and  educate 
your  family?  Is  it  possible  that  you  are 
going  to  half  educate  your  children,  or 
neglect  them  entirely  and  compel  them 
to  be  slaves  all  their  lives,  to  toil  and 
labor  all  day  long  without  a  just  recom- 
pense? I  believe  not,  so  let  us  get  our- 
selves in  shape  to  enable  us  to  obtain 
enough  wages  to  live  comfortably  and 
as  good  Amehcan  citizens  all  should  live. 

Do  not  be  discoiuraged  if  you  fail  one 
time,  try  again.  Let  us  get  busy  and 
get  every  eligible  man  on  our  division 
to  be  a  true  Brocherhood  man.  If  we 
will  only  try  to  help  ourselves,  others 
will  help  us.  If  we  go  at  it  right  and 
work  for  ourselves,  others  will  help  us. 

Our  lodge  meets  on  January  14  and  I 
hope  to  see  a  full  attendance  with  a 
batch  of  applications  to  open  up  the  new 
year's  meeting.  Let  every  maintenance- 
of-way  man  ask  himself  where  he  would 
be  were  it  not  for  the  organization,  and 
then  hustle  and  preach  the  doctrine  of 
unionism  and  Brotherhood  to  every  un- 
fortunate who  is  now  outside  the  fold. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal  Agent. 


Parry  Sound,  Ont. 

Hello,  journal  agent!  Not  a  word  from 
you  all  summer,  so  here  goes  for  Lodg^e 
No.  447.  We  have  a  lodge  now  of  sixty 
members  strong.  Pretty  good  for  a  kid 
two  years.  There  are  only  two  foremen 
on  our  division  who  are  not  members, 
but  we  hope  to  have  them  soon.  If  every 
body  would  put  their  shoulders  to  the 
wheel  of  prosperity  we  would  soon  have 
results.  Come  on  and  give  us  a  shove 
and  we  can  turn  it.  We  all  have  a  lot 
of  work  to  do,  but  get  just  one  night  of 
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spare  time.  Get  your  gaff  hook  and  go 
after  those  nons.  I  am  sure  all  of  you 
coald  make  a  catch,  and  here  I  wish  to 
thank  all  the  members  of  this  lodge  for 
helping  this  work  along.  Perhaps  the 
editor  will  turn  this  down,  but,  if  not, 
look  for  a  long  letter  from  your  journal 
agent.  I  know  this  letter  will  make  him 
jealous.  This  being  my  first  letter,  I 
will  close  by  wishing  all  a  merry 
Christmas  and  a  prosperous  New  Year. 
Fraternally  yours.  Secret aby. 


Alum  Creek,  W.  Va. 

I  wish  to  advise  our  membership  of 
the  great  misfortune  which  happened  to 
our  brother,  Charley  Pauley.  On  Snn- 
dliy,  December  18,  his  house  was  burned 
to  the  ground  and  everything  he  had 
was  burned  up.  He  had  gone  to  Spruce 
that  morning  to  attend  the  lodge  and 
left  his  wife  and  two  youngest  children 
in  the  house.  In  some  way  or  other  the 
youngest  child  set  fire  to  the  paper  on 
the  wall,  and  in  a  few  minutes  every- 
thing was  ablaze  and  nothing  was  left 
but  a  pile  of  ashes.  In  a  calamity  of 
this  kind,  I  believe  that  it  is  our  duty, 
as  brothers,  to  help  him.  Brother  Pauley 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  Lodge 
No.  Ill,  Certificate  No.  92820,  and  is  de- 
serving of  any  assistance  that  can  pos- 
sibly be  given  to  him.  I  hope  that  all 
will  assist  in  giving  him  a  lift.  Frater- 
nally yonrs,      Certificate  No.  92824. 


Anniston  Lod^e  No.  375. 

I  will  attempt  to  write  another  letter 
to  the  Advocate.  I  wrote  one  last 
month,  but  I  suppose  it  landed  too  late 
or  in  the  waste  paper  basket. 

I  attended  the  meeting  of  our  lodge 
last  month  and  we  had  a  very  nice  time. 
There  were'  not  as  many  in  attendance 
as  I  would  like  to  have  seen,  I  believe 
that  Anniston  lodge  is  doing  fine,  if  we 
could  only  get  a  move  on  the  weak  ones 
and  the  nons.  I  expected  to  attend  the 
meetiLg  of  our  lodge  today,  but  the 
weather  looked  so  threatening  and  I  was 
more  than  half  sick,  so  I  did  not  go.  I 
hope  that  the  members  who  did  go  had 
a  good  meeting  and  felt  better  than  I 


did.  I  would  like  to  have  been  with 
them.  I  don't  like  to  be  spelled  out 
of  the  class  and  go  back  to  the  foot 
again.  I  want  to  be  up  in  each  recita- 
tion and  recite  my  part  of  the  lesson, 
and  now  that  I  am  elected  journal  agent 
of  Anniston  Lodge  I  am  going  to  try 
and  do  my  duty  as  far  as  I  can,  although 
I  have  had  a  poor  chance  in  life  as  re- 
gards an  education  aijd  cannot  compose 
a  very  good  letter,  but  I  will  try  and  do 
my  best.  Nobody  can  succeed  if  they 
don't  try,  and  we,  as  a  union  body  of 
foremen,  must  keep  on  trying  and  work 
together.  Don't  go  to  sleep,  as  I  once 
heard  of  an  old  negro  who  hired  to  a 
white  man  to  clear  up  some  new  ground 
and  burn  brush,  and  some  time  during 
the  day  a  friend  came  along  and  said, 
**Jim,  let's  go  hunting  down  in  your 
field  and  see  how  that  negro  is  getting 
along  burning  brush."  While  on  the  way 
Tom  shot  an  owl  and  broke  one  wing. 
Jim  picked  it  up  and  was  carrying  it 
along,  and  pretty  soon  they  came  in 
sight  of  the  negro,  who  was  standing  up 
by  a  stump,  not  doing  anything.  So  Jim 
walked  up  to  him  and  saw  that  he  was 
asleep.  He  gave  the  owl  a  swing  at  the 
old  negro's  head,  and  the  owl  nailed  the 
old  negro  in  the  face  with  his  claws. 
The  negro  threw  up  his  hands  and  said, 
*'I  declare,  I  never  heard  of  an  owl 
ketchin'  a  grown  negro  in  broad  day- 
light." 

Now,  brothers,  don't  let  any  of  us  go 
to  sleep  as  the  old  negro  did.  Let  us  get 
in  touch  with  every  member  on  our  road 
that  don't  realize  the  importance  of  our 
organization  in  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  We 
all  know  the  cost  of  living  has  gone  up 
very  high,  and  I  don't  know  why  we 
cannot  build  up  our  organization  high, 
the  same  as  the  O.  R.  T.  boys  have  done. 
We  are  justly  entitled  to  the  same  treats- 
men  c  and  as  much  pay,  if  not  more. 
Only  a  few  years  ago  their  pay  was  less 
than  ours,  but  by  organization  they  have 
passed  us  in  rates  and  are  now  receiving 
a  higher  compensation  than  we  are. 

We  must  try  and  make  for  betterment 
in  our  work.  Do  our  best  in  all  our  daily 
duties,  so  that  the  officials  may  say  that 
we  are  men  who  are  working  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  company  as  well  as  for  our- 
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selves.  Our  union  teaches  us  this 
and  instructs  us  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  do  anything  we  can  in  the  interest  of 
the  railroad  company  which  employs  us, 
so  that  we  may  go  in  and  secure  conces- 
sions and  ask  for  better  compensation 
and  better  conditions  to  labor  under. 

Unionism  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  war, 
but  for  peace ;  not  to  destroy,  but  to  save ; 
not  as  enemies,  but  as  brothers;  not  to 
free  chattel  slave,  'but  wage  slaves.  I 
am,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal  Agent. 


Scranton.  Pa. 


It  is  a  long  time  since  I  penned  my 
last  letter  to  our  old  friend,  the  Advo- 
cate, and  on  the  approach  of  another 
New  Year,  a  few  lines  from  my  rusty 
pen  may  be  in  order.  I  have  been  a 
member  of  the  Brotherhood  for  fourteen 
years,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  have 
never  been  in  arrears  for  my  dues  during 
that  time. 

In  looking  over  the  trail  of  the  past, 
I  can  see  many  obstacles  that  have  been 
overcome.  Our  people  have  gained 
many  benefits  by  reason  of  their  con- 
nection with  the  Brotherhood,  but  a 
question  arises  in  my  mind — have  we 
made  as  much  progress  in  the  past  as  we 
should  have  done?  Have  we  all  done 
our  part  in  boosting  the  Brotherhood 
wagon  up  the  hill?  It  is  a  safe  bet  that 
nearly  every  one  who  will  ask  himself 
that  question  must  answer  to  himself, 
*'I  might  have  done  more." 

The  year  1910  is  dying,  and  when  these 
lines  are  being  read  by  our  readers,  it 
will  have  rolled  into  the  past,  together 
with  its  joys  and  sorrows,  victories  and 
defeats,  and  a  new  year  will  have  opened 
before  us  with  its  opportunities  and  pos- 
sibilities. What  are  we  going  to  do  for 
ourselves  this  year?  What  will  we  do 
"for  our  fellows?  I  earnestly  hope  that 
every  member  will  look  the  matter 
squarely  in  the  face  and  decide  to  put 
forth  every  possible  effort  to  increase 
our  membership  and  make  the  I.  B.  M. 
W.  E.  what  it  should  be — the  strongest 
railway  Brotherhood  in  the  world.  Just 
think  of  it,  boys,  there  are  over  400,000 
mainlpnanee-of-way  employes  in  Ameri- 


ca, and  we  have  less  than  one-fourth  of 
that  number  organized.  What  a  field 
for  work  lies  before  us  I  and  what  is  each 
one  of  us  going  to  do  about  it?  If  each 
member  were  to  get  one  new  member  in 
the  first  six  months,  and  each  new  mem- 
ber were  to  get  another  new  member,  it 
would  not  be  long  before  we  had  an  or- 
ganization that  would  be  a  power  for 
good  in  the  land^ 

Railway  officials  have  noticed  the  con- 
servative policy  of  our  organization  and 
in  consequence  are  not  as  antagonistic 
as  they  formerly  were.  They  realize 
that  we  stand  only  for  what  is  fair  to 
ourselves  and  and  fair  to  the  company. 
It  would  be  foolish,  I  think,  to  attempt 
to  do  business  with  them  unless  we  had 
a  good  strong  organization  behind  us, 
but  men  who  are  working  on  roads  where 
a  schedule  has  not  yet  been  obtained 
should  get  busy  and  complete  the  work 
on  your  road  so  that  you  also  may  be  in 
a  position  to  send  a  committee  to  your 
management  and  demand  improved  con- 
ditions to  work  under  and  a  fair  day's 
pay  for  a  fair  day's  work. 

Your  duty  to  your  wives  and  little  ones 
demands  this.  I  pray  the  good  Father 
of  us  all  that  He  will  make  each  one  of 
us  to  realize  our  position  and  that  He 
will  give  us  courage  and  wisdom  to  do 
our  full  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  each 
other.  Wishing  all  members  of  our  or- 
ganization, the  ladies  of  the  Auxiliary 
and  their  families  a  bright  and  prosper- 
ous New  Your,  I  remain,  yours  in  B.  L. 
and  U.,  Cekt.  4824. 


Moberly,  Mo. 


I  am  a  poor,  broken-down  jerry  who, 
for  many  years,  has  run  the  gauntlet  of 
roadmastera  and  supervieors.  In  my 
young  days  I  knew  nearly  every  foreman 
personally  within  a  radius  of  one  hun- 
dred miles  of  me.  Railroads  were  not 
so  thick  in  those  days.  We  had  plenty 
of  hard  work  to  do  and  not  much  to  do 
it  with,  either  tools,  men  or  material, 
and  we  used  to  visit  one  another  and 
have  a  good  time  together,  often  return- 
ing home  with  sore  heads  and  empty 
pockets,  and  as  I  look  back  t<y  those 
good  old  days,  as  we  fondly  call  them 
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now,  and  contrast  the  changes  has 
wrongbt,  I  must  admit  that  there  are 
many  benefits  in  favor  of  today.  I  often 
smile  to  myself  when  I  hear  a  husky 
young  fellow  complain  of  the  hardships 
he  baa  to  contend  with.  Wh^n  I  was 
bis  age,  I  had  more  real  hardships  in  a 
day  than  he  has  now  in  a  week  and  often 
in  a  month.  Then  we  worked  all  day, 
from  sun  to  sun,  quite  often  with  every 
Btitcb  we  had  on  (which  was  not  much) 
soaking  wet,  and  after  working  all  d^y, 
went  home,  changed  clothes  and  washed 
up,  and  went  to  a  country  dance  in  a 
bam,  put  away  several  pints  of  good  old 
whisky  and  swung  the  girls  round  until 
the  rooster  crowed  next  morning. 

We  had  no  Brotherhood  in  those  days, 
bat  took  what  was  given  to  us  and  were 
thankful.'  If  the  roadmaster  got  down 
on  you  and  fired  you  then,*  whether  you 
were  right  or  wrong,  the  only  satisfac- 
tion you  could  get  was^o  meet  him  on 
a  platform  somewhere  and  thresh  him, 
if  you  were  big  enough.  Talking  of 
threshing  the  roadmaster  reminds  me  of 
a  good  story  I  heard  once.  A  certain 
foreman  was  continually  getting  into 
trouble  and  still  retained  his  job,  and  a 
neighboring  foreman  abked  him  how  he 
did  it.  **Why'*saidNo.  1,  *'I  just  give  him 
a  good  tongue  threshing,  and  that's  all 
there  is  to  it.**  Several  days  later,  No.  2 
had  some  words  with  the  roadmaster 
about  his  work  and  remembering  what 
bis  friend  had  said,  started  in  to  give 
the  roadmaster  a  tongue  threshing,  and 
going  home  that  night  with  both  eyes 
painted  a  beautiful  blue-black,  he  met 
No.  1,  who  asked  him  what  was  the  mat- 
ter. **0h,"  said  he,  **I  just  had  a  row 
with  the  old  man  and  following  your  ad- 
vice, told  him  a  thing  or  two. "  * '  What  I 
Not  to  his  face,  did  you?"  *'Sure," 
said  No.  2,  **  Where  did  you  give  him  a 
tongue  threshing?"  * 'Oh"  said  his  friend, 
*'I  was  alone  onenightin  the  woodshed." 

But  you  don't  have  to  row  now.  If  the 
old  man  don't  use  you  square  and  ac- 
cording to  the  schedule,  your  committee 
handles  it  for  you.  The  roadmaster  don't 
set  the  atmosphere  afire  now,  if  anything 
goes  wrong  or  displeases  him,  and  you 
have  a  paper  of  your  own  to  fight  for  you, 
these    big   fellows  don't  like  to  let  the 


other  fellow  know  how  small  they  are. 
I  like  to  read  your  paper  and  if  I  was 
educated  like  some,  I'd  sure  fill  it  my- 
self every  month.  Guess  I  have  said 
enough  this  time.  Will  come  again  if  I 
am  let.     So  long,  old  sport  I 

An  Old  Timer. 


Unforew^amed. 


The  many  friends  and  associates  of 
Brother  Albert  Peterson  will  hear  with 
sincere  regret  that  he  was  called  with- 
out warning  on  November  28,  to  make 
his  final  report  to  the  Grand  Architect 
and  Master  of  the  Universe  by  a  handcar 
accident  at  Walcott  Wyoming  on  the 
Union  Pacific  Railway,  on  which  road 
Brother  Peterson  accepted  a  position 
less  than  a  year  ago,  after  twenty-three 
years  faithful  service  in  the  bridge  and 
building  department  of  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Railway.  As  a  bridge  foreman  he 
ranked  among  the  best  and  fully  merited 
the  high  appreciation  and  confidence 
with  which  he  was  regarded  by  his  su- 
periors. Among  his  associates  he  was 
well  liked,  and  coupled  with  his  loyalty 
to  the  company,  was  the  ardent  desire 
and  ready  hand  to  assist  his  fellow- work- 
ers in  what  ever  way  he  could. 

Brother  Peterson  leaves  a  good  wife 
and  five  dear  children  who  had  contin- 
ued to  make  their  home  in  Fort  Dodge 
la.,  during  his  employment  on  the  U.  P. 
and  to  these,  in  behalf  of  and  for  the 
maintenanee-of-way  employes  on  the 
Illinois  Central,  I  extend  our  most  sin- 
cere and  heartfelt  sympathies,  realizing 
as  we  must,  that  no  words  we  may  utter 
can  in  any  way  relieve  the  pains  which 
the  sudden  separation  brings :  but  to  the 
rainbow  of  hope  we  must  all  look  and 
may  its  rays,  which  extend  from  earth 
far  into  the  realms  of  eternity,  send  into 
your  now  darkened  home,  light  and  hap- 
piness in  the  thought  that  in  this  short 
life  we  can  only  prepare  for  the  awaken- 
ing in  the  eternal  morning,  whose  sun 
has  risen  to  your  dear  one  and  our  friend 
and  associate.  Sincerely  and  fraternally, 
W.  M.  Smith, 
Chairman  M.  of  W.  Committee. 
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Sw^ainsboro,  Ga. 

To  All  My  Bkothers  in  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 

I,  L.  P.  Puckett,  member  of  Lodge 
No.  361,  Douglas,  Ga.,  have  a  patent  on 
a  tie  spacing  jack,  issued  June  7,  1910, 
and  wish  to  say  to  all  my  brothers  that 
I  have  a  great  invention,  and  one  of  the 
greatest  labor  and  money  savers  for 
railroads  ever  got  up  for  its  purpose.  I 
am  an  extra  gang  foreman  on  G.  &,  F. 
R.  R.  and  have  been  using  a  set  of  my 
spacers  two  years  and  can  sj*y  they  are 
a  great  and  simple  device. 

My  invention  will  move  all  ties  with- 
out removing  any  soil,  pnd  tie  needs  no 
tamping  after  being  moved  by  my  spac- 
ing jacks.  I  use  an  ordinary  lifting  track 
jack  and  same  jack  raises  the  track  and 
spaces  the  tie  also,  and  my  attachment 
to  stem  of  jack  does  not  harm  jack  from 
regular  duty  and  can  be  removed  or  put 
on  in  a  minute  or  two.  It  is  also  a  great 
tool  for  creeping  rail ;  it  will  push  four 
and  eight  rails  back  up  hill  by  removing 
slat  spikes  and  few  bolts  from  joints. 


It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  any 
more,  as  a  trackman  can  look  at  my  pic- 
tures and  see  it  at  work  and  see  what  it 
will  do.  I  am  getting  a  patent  on  same 
in  foreign  countries  and.  wish  to  say  I 
will  appreciate  anything  you  brothers 
can  do  for  me  to  help  me  sell  my  patent. 
Show  your  roadm asters  and  supervisors 
the  photo  and  tell  them  to  write  L.  P. 
Puckett,  Swainsboro,  Ga.,  box  45.  I 
will  send  them  blue  prints  and  drawings 
of  my  patent.  Would  like  to  sell  each 
railroad  company  right  to  manufacture 
them.  They  can  be  manufactured  for 
$3  and  can  be  sold  for  |8,  and  then 
pay  for  themselves  every  day  by  being 
used  by  large  gang  raising  and  spacing 
relaid  track  where  good  many  ties 
should  be  moved.  It  only  takes  two  men 
to  work  my  invention.  Two  men  can 
space  track  Where  you  have  forty  men 
surfacing.  If  any  of  you  desire  any  more 
information,  please  write  me  at  Swains- 
boro, _Qa 

Your  brother  in  I.  B.  M.  W.  E., 

L.  P.  Puckett. 


The  above  Cut  shows  the  Spacing  Jack  in  use.    Brother  Puckett 
is  standing  in  the  center  of  the  track. 
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Winter  Trackwork, 

The  winter  weather^is  now  with  us 
and  necessitates  different  treatment  in 
oar  trackwork,  according  to  the  locality. 
In  the  North,  West  and  East,  King  Frost 
has  the  roadbed  in  his  grasp,  changing 
the  line  and  surface  of  the  rail  just  as 
much  or  more  than  the  summer  rains  do 
in  their  season. 

The  track  and  bridges  during  the  win- 
ter season,  require  more  careful  watch- 
ing and  attention  in  some  respects  than 
they  do  in  the  summer  time. 

It  is  true  that  there  is  not  so  much  dan- 
ger from  fires  or  washouts,  but  the  in- 
tense frost  causes  the  metal  to  contract 
while  everj'  damp  spot  on  the  roadbed 
expands  and  heaves  the  track  out  of  line 
and  surface,  often  penetrating  beneath 
and  behind  the  foundations  of  bridge 
abutments  and  culverts  and  doing  much 
damage  by  forcing  the  solid  masonry  out 
of  place,  breaking  huge  stones  and  ren- 
dering them  unsafe  to  carry  locomotives 
and  trains  passing  over  the  structure. 

Track  is  often  neglected  in  winter  time 
because  the  ground  is  frozen,  whereas  it 
should  have  closer  attention.  An  ine- 
qoality  that  would  pass  unnoticed  on 
train  in  summer  time,  or  when  the  road- 
bed was  not  frozen,  now  causes  a  consid- 
erable jar  by  reason  of  its  rigidity.  A 
joint  down  a  half  inch,  will  cause  every 
wheel  passing  over  it  to  swing  the  load, 
striking  the  rail  with  great  force,  very 
often  causing  spread  track  besides  doing 
much  damage  to  the  running  gear  of 
oars  and  engines.  Snch  a  defect  should 
l>e  promptly  remedied.  If  it  is  not,  the 
simple  repairs  that  niiglit  eost one  dollar 
to  make,  will  cause  hundreds  of  dollars 
worth  of  damage  in  broken  bolts,  straps 
and  other  small  repairs,  if  it  does  not 
canae  a  derailment  that  will  run  up  into 
the  thousands  of  dollars'. 

In  those  sections  of  country  where 
heavy  snow  is    prevalent,   section   men 


are  often  engaged  for  weeks  at  a  time 
shoveling  snow  when  they  should'  be 
repairing  bad  swings  in  their  track. 
This  is  one  of  the  chief  reasons  why  en- 
gine and  car  repairs  cost  so  much  more 
in  winter  time  than  they  do  in  summer 
months.  A  first-class  roadbed  should 
ride  just  as  smooth  and  even  in  winter 
as  in  summer,  and  when  it  does  not  do 
so,  you  may  generally  attribute  the  cause 
to  false  economy,  which  will  always  ex- 
ist in  our  railways  as  long  as  the  depart- 
mental system  is  in  vogue,  each  depart- 
ment striving  to  curtail  the  expenses  of 
their  own  particular  department  very 
often  to  the  detriment  of  every  other 
branch  of  the  service.  How  often  is  the 
double  flanged  tire  on  a  locomotive  al- 
lowed to  cut  frogs,  wing  rails  and  dia- 
monds, doing  damage  more  than  a  hun- 
dred times  the  cost  of  new  tires,  simply 
because  the  engine  has  not  completed  a 
certain  mileage. 

Trackmen  are  forced  to  shovel  snow 
when  extra  men  should  be  employed  for 
that  purpose  so  that  the  regular  men 
could  attend  to  their  tracks  and  save 
hundreds  of  dollars  for  repairs  by  the  lo- 
comotives and  car  departments. 


At  this  season,  in  many  places,  shim- 
ming is  the  most  important  work  on 
hand,  and,  like  all  other  trackwork, 
should  be  done  in  a  workman-like  man- 
ner, ever  keeping  in  mind  that  absolute 
safety  is  the  first  and  only  considera- 
tion. Shimming  should  never  be  done 
in  a  loose  or  slipshod  manner.  Each 
shim  sliould  be  split  and  trimmed  to  get 
an  even  bearing,  and  placed  under  the 
rail  diagonally  across  the  tie  to  preserve 
the  fibre  of  the  wood.  Where  the  ties 
are  indented  by  the  rail,  the  surface  of 
the  tie  should  be  first  cleaned  with  a 
broom  to  remove  all  sand,  that  would 
destroy  the  edge  of  your  adze.  Then  the 
face  of  the  tie  should  be  adzed,  grad- 
ually sloping  hack  at  least  six  inches  on 
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eacii  8ide  of  the  rail;  lift  the  rail  one- 
eighth  of  an  inch  above  level  and  spike 
it  solid  on  top  of  shim;  then  fit  your 
shims  under  the  rail  to  run  out  in  e&ctx 
direction.  Both  inside  and  outside  spikes 
should  stand  up  firm  against  the  rail 
with  the  shim  fitting  closely  between 
the  spikes,  so  as  to  hold  it  in  place.  All 
shims  over  one  inch  in  thickness  should 
be  bored,  so  that  the  spike  may  be 
driven  through  the  hole  and  hold  it  fast, 
or  the  shim  may  be  toe-nailed  with  an 
ordinary  nail.  Where  tie-plates  are  in 
use,  it  is  best,  if  there  is  much  shim- 
ming to  be  done,  to  remove  the  plates 
from  the  ties  that  are  to  be  shimmed, 
passing  a  piece  of  string  or  wire  through 
the  spike  hole,  making  them  in  bunches 
that  are  convenient  to  handle  and  plac- 
ing them  aside  in  a  neat  pile,  convenient 
to  replace  on  the  ties  again  when  the 
shims  are  removed  in  the  spring. 

All  track  shimmed  over  one  and  a 
half  inches  high  should  be  braced  out- 
side of  rail,  either  with  an  old  fishplate, 
having  one  end  under  the  head  of  the 
rail  and  one  or  two  spikes  through  the 
other  end  into  the  tie.  If  these  plates 
are  not  available,  use  a  piece  of  plank  or 
rough  shim  wood  that  will  not  split  into 
shims.  All  joints  shimmed  up^high  should 
have  the  brace  placed  on  the  first  tie  on 
each  side  of  the  joint,  as  your  brace 
cannot  be  made  firm  if  placed  against 
the  angle-bar.  Where  shims  are  two 
inches  or  more  in  thickness,  they  should 
be  cut  in  lengths  of  two  feet  or  more 
and  placed  on  top  of  and  parallel  with 
tie,  and  in  addition  to  the  spikes  hold- 
ing rail  in  place  there  should  be  two  or 
more  spikes  through  the  shim  to  hold  it 
securely  in  place. 

Too  much  care  cannot  be  taken  with 
winter  trackwork,  more  particularly  on 
roads  where  snow  plows  and  fiangers  are 
run  during  the  winter.  The  rail  under 
a  plow  bucking  snow  must  be  securely 
fastened  and  held  in  place  to  prevent  ac- 
cidents, as  the  rail  has  to  bear  the 
greater  portion  of  the  tremendous  strain 
and  side  pressure  caused  by  the  plow 
working  through  drifts.  Foremen  should 
examine  their  tracks  carefully  after  a 
plow  has  passed  over  their  section  where 
heavv  snow  was  encountered.    You  will 


find  rails  loosened  by  the  side  pressure  *, 
especially  this  will  most  be  noticed 
where  the  shimming  is  heavy,  unless  it 
is  well  braced.  Where  the  rail  is  solid 
the  snow  outside  to  the  top  of  rail  will 
be  smooth  and  fine,  but  where  the  rail  is 
loose  and  working  under  the  wheels  the 
snow  will  form  into  small  granules  and 
balls.  Do  not  neglect  a  place  like  this, 
but  tighten  spikes  and  double  spike  if 
necessary  to  hold  the  rail  firm. 

The  trackman's  motto  should  be  al- 
ways, **Etemal  vigilance  is  the  price  of 
safety,"  and  keep  this  always  in  mind. 
No  defect  in  the  track,  however  small, 
should  be  overlooked.  The  small  de- 
fect of  today  may  be  the  cause  of  a 
great  wreck  tomorrow. 

During  the  winter,  when  the  cold 
winds  are  blowing  and  the  snow  swirl- 
ing and  drifting,  the  engineers  and  fire- 
men keep  their  windows  closed  for  pro- 
tection, so  it  is  up  to  you  to  keep  a 
sharp  lookout  for  trains.  The  mantle  of 
snow  deadens  the  sound,  and  you  have 
to  depend  entirely  on  your  sight  to  note 
the  approach  of  a  train. 

Samuel  J.  Pego. 


Interlocking. 


Now  is  the  time  for  all  interlocking 
men,  especially  pneumatic  men  to  get 
acquainted  with  their  feed  air  line  and 
keep  their  interlocking  plant  well  drained 
from  water.  To  also  see  that  their  pin 
valve  does  not  leak  and  cause  a  freeze-up 
and  show  a  clear  indication  of  signal 
when  it  should  be  otherwise. 

The  C.  &  N.  W.  is  doing  away  with 
the  mechanical  interlocking  plant  and 
is  replacing  them  with  electric  plants. 
A  new  87  lever  machine  has  just  been 
installed  at  May  fair.  This  work  was 
done  under  the  supervision  of  one  of  our 
Brotherhood  men  and  was  put  into  oper- 
ation Sunday,  October  31. 

There  are  several  little  things  wortli 
while  to  mention  in  regard  to  the  inter- 
locking men,  especially  where  there  are 
night  and  day  men.  These  should  always 
work  hand  in  hand  together,  making  the 
work  easier.  Study  the  Golden  Rule, 
**Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them 
do  unto  you.''  **B." 
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Caron»  SasK. 

Just  a  line  to  wish  you  all  a  very  happy 
New  Year.  It  is  too  late  for  Xmas  greet- 
ings, as  we  will  soon  be  eating  our  tur- 
key. Already  the  young  folks  and  little 
ones  are  wild  with  excitement  over  San- 
ta Clans.  So,  to  all  the  Brotherhood 
and  Auxiliary  members,  and  especially 
the  workers,  let  me  send  very  hearty 
good  wishes  at  this  gracious  season. 
May  peace  and  good- will  prevail  every- 
where. I  see  by  the  *  *  Voice"  that  Broth- 
er Lowe  is  in  Toronto  adjusting  matters 
on  the  G.  T.  P.  Bro.  Hy.  Irwin  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  that  a  good  union  man, 
Brother  Bradshaw  is  now  in  charge  of 
the  section  at  Caron. 

My  December  Advocate  has  not  yet 
come  to  hand,  so  I  don't  know  just  where 
I  left  off,  but  it  is  getting  so  late  my  let- 
ter will  only  get  in  on  time  for  the  Jan- 
uary issue  if  mailed  today,  so  I'm  send- 
ing it  along  with  the  youngsters  on  their 
way  to  Sunday  school.  When  I  think 
of  the  severity  of  our  early  training  in 
the  matter  of  Sabbath  observance  it  al- 
most makes  one  tremble,  even  now,  at 
the  bare  thought  of  letter  writing.  Sure- 
ly there  is  some  happy  medium  between 
the  strictness  amounting  almost  to  se- 
verity and  the  laxity  of  our  present  day. 

I  want  my  children  to  enjoy  the  Sab- 
bath and  welcome  its  advent,  enjoy  its 
rest  and  quiet  and  at  the  same  time  ob- 
serve its  sanctity,  not  from  restraint 
bnt  from  choice. 

Well,  you'll  think  I'm  getting  very 
serious,  but  we  all  have  our  serious  side, 
80  with  fond  wishes  for  the  health,  hap- 
piness and  welfare  of  both  organizations, 
and  every  member  of  these,  that  great 
things  may  be  accomplished  this  coming 
year,  and  also  a  word  of  appreciation  of 
the  many  interesting  letters  published 
during  the  year  1910.  And  the  editor's 
impartiality  to  all  contributors  and  his 


every  effort  put  forth  to  advance  the 
cause  of  the  Brotherhood.  Every  new 
department  in  the  Advocate  has  been 
an  improvement,  not  forgetting  the 
grand  president  and  his  band  of  earnest 
workers.  All  have  worked  with  a  will 
and  the  results  have  surely  been  most 
gratifying. 

There  are  **gn^eat  doings'*  going  on  in 
the  world  at  present,  especially  in  Great 
Britain,  but  none  greater  than  what  is 
transpiring  in  the  labor  world. 

Everything  is  rush  and  hurry  preparing 
for  the  holiday  season.  Dolls  to  dress 
and  all  kinds  of  nick-nacks  to  be  made  up. 
My  daughter  is  at  the  Regina  Collegiate, 
studying  for  her  3rd  class  certificate, 
but  will  be  home  for  the  holidays,  and 
our  eldest  hopeful  will  also  be  home  for 
Xmas,  so  we  anticipate  a  good  time. 
Sincerely  and  fraternally  yours, 

Mary  J.  Scott. 


Woodstock,  N.  B. 

The  Advocate  has  not  arrived,  and, 
as  to  its  being  full  of  good  things,  re- 
mains to  be  seen,  although  through  its 
coming  we  hope  to  hear  from  many  of 
the  good  sisters  who  have  failed  to  reach 
us  through  mail  or  otherwise.  I  had  a 
card  from  Sister  Harrison.  Thanks, 
Sister  Harrison,  for  your  kindly  remem- 
brance. 

We  are  having  lovely  weather  here  so 
far;  no  snow.  It  is  almost  summer 
weather  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
days,  which  were  rather  frosty.  Decem- 
ber weather  is  usually  cold,  but  this  is 
an  exception.  Ice  is  just  forming*  now 
and  skating  is  becoming  safe,  and  the 
boys  and  girls  are  enjoying  it.  The 
scholars  petitioned  the  superior  of  our 
school  for  a  half  holiday,  and  after  going 
the  rounds  to  get  the  trustees  to  sign  it, 
the  holiday  was  granted,  and  oh,  for  a 
good  time!    The  ice  was  black.     I  saw 
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one  of  ihii  Hkatiii^  places  from  my  win- 
dow and  by  the  noise  they  were  making 
I  knew  they  were  having  a  g<jod  time. 

Everybody  seems  to  be  preparini^  for 
Christmas.  I  never  saw  our  town  have 
such  a  holiday  appearance  two  weeks 
before  Christmas.  The  shop  windows 
look  very  nice,  and  in  our  small  town 
everybody  takes  interest  in  those  thint^^s. 

By  the  time  this  appears  in  print, 
Christmas  will  have  come  and  gone  and 
the  new  year  will  have  arrived  for  weal 
or  for  woe,  as  the  Scotchman  said.  Ma}" 
it  bring  us  prosperity  as  well  as  brother- 
ly love  for  one  another,  and  to  the  men 
who  are  fighting  for  better  pay  for  C.  P. 
R.  employes,  may  they  have  their  re- 
quest granted,  for  it  is  a  just  one,  and 
may  the  men  who  profit  by  their  efforts 
strive  to  do  their  share  by  paying  their 
dues  promptly,  taking  in  all  the  new 
members  they  can  and  in  every  way 
help  the  organization,  as  by  so  doing 
will  help  themselves. 

One  time  a  man  went  to  hire  for  section 
work,  and  the  foreman  asked  him  how 
much  he  was  worth.  Now,  tlial  is  a 
question.  What  are  good  section  and 
bridge  men  worth?  Smooth  track  with 
no  accidents,  or  expenses  cut  down  for 
the  company,  as  well  as  safe  traffic  for 
the  public — this  shows  what  a  good 
seotionman  is  worth.  One  thing  is  cer- 
tian,  he  is  worth  more  than  he  ever  got 
or  ever  will  get  unless  he  is  a  union  man 
who  pays  his  dues  and  attends  liis  Iodide 
meetings,  if  they  are  within  his  re^eh, 
and  be  generally  interested  in  the  Broth- 
erhood. 

A  lady  who  lives  not  far  from  us  made 
the  statement  that  her  husband  now  re- 
ceives $70  per  month  and  tliat  he  only 
got  $35  per  month  before  this  part  of  tlie 
road  was  organized,  but  you  could  not 
get  him  to  pay  his  dues  or  attend  his 
lodge  meetings.  I  guess  he  thinks  ho 
gets  enough  now,  and  he  is  afrai<]  tlwit 
if  he  pays  up  and  has  some  oiie  t()  f\^h{ 
his  battles  for  him  he  niii'lit  i?.et  1?1()0. 
Such  people  are  to  be  pitied  as  well  as 
hiughed  at.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
such  simpletons  as  tliese  who  keep  the 
world  as  it  is  and  keep  tlie  aniDitious 
man  back.  We  want  all  hands  and  the 
cook,  as  the  saying  is,  hand  iu  hand  as 


we  march  together,  heart  to  heart  as  we 
k(  ep  pace  onward  and  upward  altogether 
and  step  by  step  we  will  win  the  race. 

I  must  close,  as  the  hour  is  gettin^r 
late.  Wishing  you  all  a  merry  Christmas 
and  a  happy  New  Year,  I  am,  yours  for 
the  cause,  Mrs.  Laura  Dorey. 


Vanwick,  S.  C. 


Monday  night  and  raining  hard.  Well, 
brothers,  friends  and  sisters,  I  am  here 
again  as  jolly  as  ever.  We  have  all 
been  having  the  chills  this  fall  but  our 
little  girl,  Stella  Mae  has  escaped  so  far. 
I  was  in  bed  two  wrecks  with  chills  and 
malaria  but  as  soon  as  I  was  able  to  be 
up  I  went  to  Atlanta  and  spent  about 
two  weeks  there.  You  can  imagine  how 
I  love  Atlanta,  which  is  my  old  home. 
My  mother,  sisters,  brothers  and  other 
relatives  and  many  kind  friends  are  there, 
and  w^Iien  I  got  home  and  took  a  look  in 
the  garden  and  a  peep  at  the  cow  and 
hay,  I  lutnted  up  the  Advocate  to  see 
so  many  good  letters.  I  could  not  find 
many  from  the  boys  and  girls  on  this 
division.  Wake  up,  brothers.  Let  us 
write  and  give  the  editor  something  to 
do.  He  is  a  good  fellow,  though  some- 
thing went  wrong  with  my  last  letter. 
Some  lines  were  left  out  which  made  it 
very  bad  looking.  I  don't  blame  the 
editor  at  all,  for  I  don't  guess  he  could 
line  it}  up,  it  was  so  long.  Well,  good 
night  to  all  and  wishing  you  a  merry- 
Christmas,  I  remain, 

Mrs.  Lucy  Savage. 


Halcyon,  N.  H, 

Each  month  I  turn  to  the  ADVOCATE, 

lioj^ing  to  see  what  some  other  sisters 
are  doing.  I  am  sure  that  we  sisters  ap- 
})reciate  the  pages  of  the  journal  and  I 
iliinkwe  should  show  our  appreciation 
l)y  using  tliem.  Will  some  of  the  older 
hn>th(u*s  wl-ite  more  often?  W^hen  I  tr3' 
to  write  something  for  the  good  of  the 
Auxiliary,  I  realize  how  impossible  it  is 
for  mo  to  convey  to  others  the  feeling  I 
have  in  my  heart  for  the  work  that  can 
be  and  should  be  done  by  us. 

What    has    become    of    the    **Scobey 
Girr'  and  the  "Granite  State  Girl?"    On 
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the  third  Saturday  in  November  we  were 
glad  to  have  with  us  Sisters  Morgan  and 
Johnson  from  White  Mountain  Lodge, 
and  was  very  sorry  that  there  were  not 
more.  We  were  entertained  by  our 
Grand  President,  Sister  Cora  B.  Smith, 
Grand  Secretary-Treasurer  Sister  G.  B. 
Jenness.  We  all  enjoyed  their  talk  very 
much.  Sister  Smith  gave  several  prizes 
as  she  always  does.  After  the  entertain- 
ment we  all  partook  of  light  refresh- 
ments and  departed  for  our  several  homes 
well  pleased  with  our  visit. 

On  the  third  Saturday  of  December 
we  are  looking  forward  to  having  anoth- 
er good  time,  as  we  always  do  when^is- 
ter  Smith  is  with  us.  I  think  it  would 
be  a  good  plan  to  devote  a  few  of  the 
backpages  of  the  journal  each  month, 
giving  the  name  and  address  of  the 
lodges  and  time  and  place  that  each  holds 
its  meetings,  so  that  any  of  our  members 
who  may  be  visiting  in  the  city  would 
know  where  the  lodge  room  is.  I  wish 
some  of  the  other  sisters  would  give 
their  ideas  in  this  matter. 

Miss  Clara  E.  Currier. 


Clearwater,  S.  C. 

As  I  have  just  finished  reading  tlie 
nice  letters  in  the  dear  old  Advocate, 
and  saw  that  my  first  letter  was  in  print, 
I  am  encouraged  to  write  again.  Dear 
girls  and  boys,  I  ^m  very  lonesome  down 
here  on  the  Savannah  River.  I  have  on- 
ly one  encouragement  when  I  get  too 
lonesome,  I  catch  the  car  and  take  a 
little  exercise  over  in  Augusta. 

I  think  it  is  nice  to  write  a  few  lines 
occasionally  to  the  journal,  especially 
when  you  have  anything  that  will  en- 
courage the  good  members  of  both  the 
Brotherhood  and  the  Auxiliary. 

The  weather  here  is  very  cold  and  un- 
favorable for  the  section  foremen,  but 
they  have  something  to  encourage  them, 
when  they  think  of  themselves  belong- 
ing to  such  an  Order,  and  with  a  loving 
wife  and  sweet  children  at  home,  making 
everything  comfortable  for  them  after 
their  days  work.  My  husband  is  work- 
ing near  Hamburg  today.  I  know^  those 
steep  river  banks  are  a  great  protecticMi 
this  windy  day. 


Well,  Christmas  will  soon  be  here.  My 
four  little  pets  are  wondering  what  Santa 
Clans  is  packing  up  in  his  basket  for  them. 
I  hope  we  will  all  have  a  merry  time. 
I  am  expecting  to  be  with  my  dear  sis- 
ter. I  liave  not  seen  her  for  over  a  year, 
so  I  know^  we  will  enjoy  our  visit,  if  God 
will  be  with  me  and  bless  me  with  good 
health. 

We  moved  here  nine  months  ago.  I 
did  not  think  I  would  like  it,  but  now  I 
am  very  well  satisfied  here,  in  fact,  I 
like  it  fine  if  I  can  only  have  good  health. 
My  husband  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No. 
36  and  it  will  be  time  for  him  to  meet 
his  payment  for  daes  next  fourth  Sunday. 
I  am  expecting  to  go  up  with  him  to 
Columbia  and  spend  a  happy  day  with 
my  sister.  So  I  had  better  stop  now%  as 
my  letter  is  getting  lengthy  and  wishing 
the  Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary  great 
success,  I  am,  MRS.  O.  P.  MORRIS. 


West  Rumney,  N.  H, 

p]ach  month  I  read  your  letters  in  the 
dear  old  journal,  I  think  to  myself  I  will 
write  one  for  the  next  issue,  and  then  I 
forget  all  about  it  until  it  is  too  late. 
This  time  I  will  not  put  it  off,  but  write 
tonight,  and  1  trust  that  you  will  find  it 
in  the  columns  of  the  journal. 

I  was  reading  Sister  Jenness'  letter 
and  thought  how  disappointed  their 
lodge  must  have  been  after  inviting  us 
to  meet  with  them  to  not  have  had  more 
of  our  members  there.  For  myself,  I 
was  too  ill  to  attend,  but  I  thank  the 
members,  t)ne  and  all,  for  their  kind  in- 
vitaiit)n.  I  hope  the  time  may  come 
when  wt?  can  all  visit  Capitol  lodge. 

I  cannot  find  words  to  express  the 
pleasure  I  feel  in  having  Sister  Cora  B. 
Smith  for  our  grand  president  for  the 
coming  two  years,  and  also  Sister  Jen- 
ness to  be  our  grand  secretary-treasurer. 
I  think  they  are  both  fine,  capable  ladies, 
and  am  sure  they  will  be  a  credit  to  our 
Order. 

Sister  Smith  visited  our  lodge  in  Octo- 
ber, and  it  was  a  great  pleasure  to  us. 
We  were  invited  to  hear  her  address  the 
brothers  at  tlieir  meeting.  We  got  four- 
teen new  nu^mbers  and  hope  to  have 
mam-    more   in   tlie  near  fnture.     I  saw 
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by  Sister  Byrd's  letter  they  are  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  our  grand 
president  in  the  South.  I  wish  her  a 
pleasant  journey  and  am  sure  she  will 
tell  us  all  about  her  visit  in  the  Advo- 
cate. I  enjoyed  reading  Sister  Hart's 
letter.  I  met  her  at  Plymouth  four  years 
ago,  when  she  and  her  daughter  organ- 
ized White  Mountain  lodge.  My  hus- 
band had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  her 
since  in  Boston,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
I  was  not  with  him. 

Now,  as  we  have  our  new  Auxiliary 
organized,  and  with  such  fine  ladies  at 
the  head  whom  we  know  are  true  and 
good,  let  us  each  one  do  all  in  our  power 
to  make  the  Auxiliary  one  of  the  largest 
orders  possible.  Let  each  one  try  to 
secure  a  new  member  and  do  all  in  our 
power  to  make  our  meetings  both  a 
pleasure  and  a  profit  to  our  members. 
Yours  in  L.,  F.  and  T., 

Myra  M.  Ogle. 


Baildin»  SasK. 

I  have  been  so  long  silent  that  I  just 
thought  tonight  I  would  finish  off  the 
old  year  by  writing  a  letter  for  the  Jan- 
uary Advocate.  I  have  not  forgotten 
the  reader  and  members,  but  have  had 
all  I  could  attend  to  this  summer.  I  had  a 
sick  baby  all  summer,  which  took  all  my 
time  and  which  died  the  last  of  August. 
We  miss  our  darling  little  g^rl  very  much, 
but  the  work  must  go  on  just  the  same. 
There  was  the  harvesting  and  threshing 
to  do,  and  one  is  so  apt  to  put  off  doing 
what  you  really  don't  have  to  do,  so  I 
put  off  most  of  my  correspondence. 

I  am  ^ery  glad  that  the  convention 
was  such  a  success  and  hope  that  the 
coming  year  will  be  the  best  one  we 
have  ever  seen  in  our  Order,  and  I  be- 
lieve our  Ladies*  Auxiliary  will  be  better 
that  the  old  one  ever  was  in  its  best 
days.  If  all  I  am  told  is  true,  we  have 
a  splendid  set  of  of^cers,  and  I  hope 
they  will  get  all  the  help  and  encourage- 
ment they  need. 

I  was  disappointed  that  the  next  con- 
vention was  not  to  be  held  here  in  Cana- 
da, but  hope  for  better  luck  next  time. 
President  Lowe  seems  to  be  more  popular 
than  ever,  if  that  were  possible.     More 


luck  to  him.  He  is  worthy  of  it  all. 
Sister  Hart,  what  has  become  of  you? 
You  seemed  to  be  alive  at  convention. 
With  best  wishes  to  you  all  for  the 
coming  year,  I  am,  yours  sincerely, 

Isabella  Bush. 


ClarKs  Hill,  S.  C. 


Well,  here  comes  a  few  lines  to  the 
dear  old  Advocate  once  again  from  a 
little  C.  &  W.  C.  girl.  My  papa  still  be- 
longs to  the  Brotherhood.  I  think  it  is 
nice  to  have  a  father  belongs  to  such  a 
nice  Order  and  I  hope  the  brothers  will 
get  busy  and  make  this  a  happy  time. 
If  they  will  stick  together  and  pull  to- 
gether they  will  soon  get  their  road.or- 
ganized  and  have  a  comfortable  and 
happy  home. 

I  believe  the  girls  and  boys  are  sleep- 
ing or  their  fathers  do  not  belong  to  the 
Brotherhood,  or  they  would  write  a  few 
lines  and  tell  the  journal  readers  that 
they  have  fathers  who  are  union  men.  I 
love  my  papa  and  I  want  to  tell  you  that 
he  is  a  union  man.  I  haven't  read  a  let- 
ter from  the  C.  &  W.  C.  road  for  some 
time.  Now,  girls,  write  some  letters  to 
the  journal  as  I  like  to  read  them  from 
both  young  and  old  people. 

Christmas  will  soon  be  here  and  I 
guess  all  are  expecting  to  have  a  good 
time.  It  is  certainly  winter  time.  It  is 
time  everybody  witb  killing  hogs.  We 
have  two  more  to  kill.  Well,  dear 
editor,  I  feel  as  if  I  were  imposing  on 
your  valuable  time  and  space  so  I  will 
close  by  wishing  all  great  success.  Yours 
truly,  Sarah  Harnsby. 


Burlington,  N.  C. 


Dear  editor,  will  you  please  give  me  a 
little  space  in  the  Advocate,  if  con- 
venient? My  papa  is  a  bridge  foreman 
on  the  Danville  division  and  wojcks  a 
solid  force  of  union  men.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  He  receives 
the  journal  monthly,  and  I  enjoy  looking 
at  the  pictures  and  having  mamma  read 
the  little  children's  letters  for  me.  Wish- 
ing every  one  a  very  happy  Christmas, 
I  will  close.       Kathleen  B.  Collins. 

P.  S.— I  am  sending  you  my  photo 
herewith. 
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President  Ladies*  Auxiliary. 

I  promised  in  my  last  letter  to  write 
yoa  this  month  concerning  our  pleasant 
afternoon  with  White  Mountain  lodge  at 
^ijaconia,  with  Capital  lodge  of  Concord, 
as  entertainers.  I  regret  very  much  to 
say  that  a  very  small  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Laconia  lodge  accepted  our 
invitation,  but  Sister  Morgan  of  Hook- 
sett  came  up  and  helped  to  swell  the 
number  and  good  time.  A  short  musical 
and  literary  program  occupied  a  half 
boor  after  our  reg^ar  meeting  and 
a  Thanksgiving  contest  and  egg  race 
concluded  the  program.  Prizes  being 
won  by  Sister  Wilson  of  Penacook  and 
Sister  Clark  of  Newi)ort.  Sister  Clark 
displaying  much  dexterity  in  capturing 
the  egg  set  before  her.  Refreshments 
were  served  and  this  very  pleasant  meet- 
ing made  the  lodge  feel  a  fresh  impetus 
for  work,  and  general  satisfaction. 

At  our  December  meeting  we  served  a 
baked  bean  supper  at  the  hall  where  the 
brothers  hold  their  meeting  and  also  had 
a  contest  for  a  rug.  The  brothers  all 
patronized  us  nobly  and  a  goodly  number 
of  dollars  are  added  to  our  treasury.  I 
am  hoping  to  hear  a  like  account  from 
some  other  lodge  in  the  near  future. 

Brother  and  Sister  Jenness'  little 
daughter.  Vera,  has  been  ill  for  some 
weeks.  I  am  sure  that  all  the  brothers 
and  sisters  will  sympathize  deeply  with 
the  family. 

Oar  new  Rituals  have  not  been  received 
from  the  printer  yet,  but  are  in  process 
of  printing  and  I  am  hoping  that  they 
may  be  sent  out  by  the  first  of  January. 
In  the  mean  time  I  wish  all  the  lodges 
wonld  elect  officers  this  month,  accord- 
ing to  the  Rituals  in  pamphlet  form  which 
I  gave  out  at  Boston,  as  the  officers  pro- 
vided for  in  the  printed  Rituals  will  be 
the  same,  and  you  will  then  be  ready  to 
install  your  officers  in  January  and  be- 
gin work. 

Both  Brother  Pegg  and  myself  have 
been  looking  diligently  for  satisfactory 
styles  and  prices  in  charters  and  I  now 
think  that  I  have  received  a  sample 
from  which  a  supply  will  be  lithographed 
which  will  be  satisfactory  to  all.  I  have 
not  made   any    definite    arrangements 


about  going  south  yet,  on  account  of  our 
Constitution  and  Rituals  not  having  been 
finished,  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from 
more  brothers  and  sisters  down  that  way 
as  to  establishing  Auxiliaries.  An  en- 
couraging letter  was  received  by  me 
from  Sister  Smith,  of  Chicago,  saying 
that  with  Sister  Vurpia's  help  they  were 
going  to  'try  for  a  lodge  there,  which  I 
hope  will  be  successful.  I  am  also  hoping 
that  the  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  lodge  may 
be  revived  and  intend  to  go  there  soon 
to  make  an  effort,  in  the  meantime  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  from  some  of  the  sisters 
and  brothers  from  that  place,  as  to  the 
best  way  to  make  the  start. 

We  have  been  having  very  cold  weath- 
er here  since  December  began  and  think 
we  are  sure  to  have  a  white  Christmas. 

Sister  Forbes,  of  Dennysville,  Maine, 
has  the  promise  of  the  brothers  there 
that  they  will  help  her  and  the  other  sis- 
ters to  make  a  pie  social  and  dance  on 
the  23rd  a  success,  and  we  shall  all  be 
looking  forward,  I  am  sure,  for  the  read- 
ing of  an  account  of  the  good  time  in  the 
n^t  Advocate. 

Several  new  names  were  observed 
among  the  letter  writers  last  month.  I 
hope  the  ladies  will  endeavor  to  make  a 
special  effort  to  write  a  letter  each  month 
for  the  journal  and  make  our  department 
one  of  the  best  in  the  Advocate.  Sister 
Hart,  do  not  wait  many  months  before 
you  write  again,  and  in  the  meantime 
your  committee,  I  hope,  are  thinking 
about  selecting  emblems  for  our  pins. 
Already  several  sisters  have  asked  me 
regarding  them.  Wishing  you  all  a  very 
merry  Christmas,  I  am,  fraternally  yours 
in  L.  F.  and  T.,  Cora  B.  Smith, 

President. 


Marion,  Va. 


As  I  have  never  contributed  anything 
to  the  Advocate,  I  will  attempt  to  write 
a  few  lines,  hoping  that  it  will  find  a 
place  in  the  columns  of  the  next  issue. 
My  father  is  a  foreman  on  the  N.  &  W. 
and  has  been  for  eighteen  years.  He  is 
a  strong  Brotherhood  man,  being  at  the 
present  time  secretary  of  Pulaski  Lodge 
No.  14.  He  is  now  planning  a  trip  to 
Columbus,  O. ,  as  a  delegate  to  the  meet- 
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ing  of  the  joint  protective  board,  which 
meets  in  that  city  December  14, 1910. 

Father  is  always  quarreling  about  the 
non-attendance  of  the  members  of  Pulas- 
ki lodge.  The  last  meeting  was  held  at 
Rural  retreat  on  November  27,  and,  al- 
though they  have  a  large  membership, 
quite  a  number  were  absent.  They  are 
always  willing  to  receive  the  increase  of 
wages,  but  when  it  comes  to  attending  a 
meeting  it  is  entirely  out  of  the  question. 

I  am  18  years  old  and  am  in  the  ninth 
grade  in  the  high  school.  I  like  to  go 
very  nluch,  as  I  expect  to  finish  next 
year,  and  I  find  it  very  encouraging  to 
know  that  one's  school  days  are  soon  to 
be  over.  As  this  is  my  first  letter,  I  will 
close.  I  would  like  to  exchange  post 
cards  with  any  members  of  the  Brother- 
hood who  may  desire  to  do  so.  Wishing 
the  Brotherhood  success,  I  remain, 

MiSB  Ruby  Branch. 


SpriniSdale,  Ky. 


I  thought  I  would  write  to  the  dear 
old  Advocate  for  the  first  time. 

My  father  is  a  Brotherhood  man  dud 
has  been  for  ten  years.  There  are  only 
three  Brotherhood  men  on  this  section. 
Father  has  been  on  this  section  for  fif- 
teen years  and  he  is  a  section  hand. 
There  are  seven  of  tis  in  the  family. 

I  wish  the  Brotherhood  and  also  the 
Ladies'  Auxiliary  very  much  success. 
With  best  wishes,  I  remain, 

Leona  Bowens. 


Matewan,  W.  Va. 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt  to  write  to 
the  Advocate,  I  will  try  and  not  weary 
you  with  a  long  letter.  I  have  just  been 
reading  the  nice  letters  in  the  journal 
from  the  girls  all  over  the  United  States 
and  Canada. 

I  live  in  Matewan,  W.  Va.,on  the  N.  & 
W.  Ry.  I  have  a  brother  working  on 
the  section.  He  like  to  work  on  the 
track.  He  has  9.  good  foreman  to  work 
for  and  holds  his  membership  in  Tug 
River  Lodge  No.  31.  He  thinks  it  is  a 
fine  Order  to  belong  to.  They  hold  their 
lodge  meetings  once  a  month  at  laeger, 
W.  Va.,  in  the  Odd  FeUows'  hall.    They 


have  a  good  lodge  and  I  hope  they  will 
soon  be  stronger  and  better  organized. 

Laborers  receive  $1.65  per  day  and 
foremen  |61  per  month.  There  are  some 
good  Brotherhood  foremen  on  this  di- 
vision. 

I  would  like  to  exchange  post  cards 
with  all  the  Advocate  readers.  Will 
gladly  send  one  for  each  one  received. 
I  will  write  again.  Wishing  the  Broth- 
erhood success,       Georgia  Oomfton. 


Bogue  Chitto,  Miss. 

Will  you  let  a  little  Mississippi  girl 
join  your  happy  band?  My  papa  is  sec- 
tion foreman  on  the  I.  C.  Ry.  He  gets 
the  Advocate  each  month  and  1  like  to 
read  the  dear,  sweet  letters.  I  am  11 
years  old  and  am  in  the  fifth  grade  af 
school.  I  have  no  pets,  but  have  three 
sweet  little  brothers.  The  oldest  is  9. 
His  name  is  Oda.  One  is  7  and  the  other 
is  the  baby  4  years  old ;  his  name  is  Gary. 
1  am  going  to  spend  my  Christmas  with 
my  grandmother  at  Brookhaven.  Who 
all  are  going  to  their  grandmother's  for 
Christmas.  I  want  to  exchange  post 
cards  with  the  little  boys  and  girls.  As 
this  is  my  first  letter,  I  will  now  close 
and  will  come  again.  Your  little  friend,' 
Myra  WHrmNOTON. 


Dane,  Ont. 

Here  I  am  again,  writing  for  the  dear 
Advocate.  1  wish  the  girls  on  the  T. 
&  N.  O.  would  write  more  letters  for  the 
Advocate.  I  am  the  only  girl  who 
thinks  of  writing.  There  is  a  lot  of  snow 
now.  Papa  and  his  men  have  to  shovel 
the  side  track  every  time  there  is  a  snow 
storm.  It  is  pretty  cold  up  this  way. 
I  wish  the  girls  would  exchange  more 
postal  cards.  Wishing  the  journal  every 
success,  I  remain,       Luia  Stubinski. 


Dillon,  S.  C. 


I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines  to  the 
dear  old  Advocate.  I  like  to  read  it 
very  much.  This  is  my  first  attempt  to 
write  and  I  hope  to  see  it  in  print,  so 
that  some  other  little  girls  who  like  to 
read  these  letters,  will  also  write.    My 
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l>aj)a  b  a  section  foreman  on  the  North  and 
Soath  Carolina  Railway.  We  moved  down 
here  about  four  months  ago  and  like  the 
location  very  well.  My  papa  belongs  to 
the  I.  B.  M.  W.  £.  at  Hamlet,  N.  C.  I 
im  nine  years  old  and  I  like  to  live  near 
the  railroad.  Papa  has  worked  on  the 
S.  A.  L.  all  my  life  time  on  til  this  year. 
I  mast  dose  for  this  time,  hoping  for 
greater  success  to  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
Abcinia  Perry. 


Forest  Station,  Me. 

As  my  last  letter  reached  the  Advo- 
cate, I  will  write  again.  We  had  a  big 
snowstorm.  About  one  foot  of  snow  fell. 
The  men  on  this  section  were  called  out 
on  Sunday  night  in  the  snowstorm,  on 
account  of  a  broken  rail.  It  is  going  to 
be  hard  work  for  the  men  who  light  the 
signal  lamps  to  travel  through  the  snow 
this  winter. 

The  Maine  Central  built  a  new  station 
here  this  fall,  which  looks  very  nice, 
indeed.  If  this  does  not  reach  the  waste 
basket,  I  will  come  again. 

OEBTRUDB  a.  CA1.DWELL. 


North  Ranjre*  N.  5. 


Patronize  our  advertiHers. 


As  I  have  never  written  to  the  Advo- 
cate, will  now  write  a  few  lines  for  the 
next  issue.  I  hope  the  waste  basket 
will  be  absent  when  this  is  read  by  the 
editor.  I  enjoy  reading  the  nice  letters 
from  the  boys  and  girls  very  much. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
Dominion  Atlantic  Railway.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.,  to 
which  I  think  that  all  employes  in  the 
track  department  should  belong. 

I  worked  at  railroading  four  months, 
after  which  I  learned  telegraphy,  and 
am  now  station  master  for  the  Dominion 
Atlantic  Railway  and  belong  to  the 
union,  too,  which  is  the  O.  R.  T.  Be- 
fore any  union  was  organized  on  this 
road  the  wages  were  quite  small.  Since 
the  grand  union  has  been  working  wages 
are  now  more  reasonable. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  to  the  Advo- 
cate, will  close,  hoping  to  see  more 
Dominion  Atlantic  Railway  boys'  and 
girls'  letters  in  the  next  journal.  Will 
be  pleased  to  exchange  post  cards  with 
any  of  the  journal  readers. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  Brotherhood 
and  Auxiliary,  I  am,  F.  E.  Thbriault. 


Bro.  Lassob  Maun  and  Gang  at  Wicklow,  Ont.,  T.  &  N.  O 
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SOUHAITS  DE  BONHEUK. 
O  sonhaits  de  bonhenr  ponr  Tannee  qai  eommen«e. 
A  I'lmlon  ma  douce  reconnaissance; 
Econtez  bien  ma  Toix  qoand  paraitra  ranrore. 
Embrassez  vos  enfants  ponrmoi,  tonjonrs  encore. 

-A.C. 

En  ce  jour  de  tendresse  et  d'inn^fable 
joie  o^  chacan  vers  les  siens  renouvelle 
le  bonheor,  vers  vons,  mes  chars  amis, 
lectenrs  et  lectrices  de  PAdvance  Ad- 
VOCATB  s'61feve  mon  coeur. 

Encore  une  ann^e  oil  vons  avez  la  le 
bon  journal  avec  int6r€t,  mais  laissez- 
moi  vous  exprimer  le  regret  que  j'ai  eu 
de  voir  si  peu  de  lettres  fran9aises. 
Depuis  bien  des  mois  je  ne  vois  pins  les 
belles  lettres  de  Soeur  Ohevron,  des 
fr^res  oanadiens  et  antres;  pen  de  lettres 
fran9ai8es  et  pourtant  parmi  les  em- 
ployes de  la  track  beancoup  sont  fran9ai8. 

Aujotird'hui,  laissez-moi  vous  exprimer 
mes  pens^es  afin  que  mes  fr^res  et  soenrs 
puissent  me  lire  et  Pouter  ma  voix  pour 
la  transmettre  anx  non-nnionistes  afin 
de  les  convaincre. 

Depuis  un  an  1' organisation  de  1' union 
a  travailie  sans  rel&che  pour  nos  int6r6ts 
sans  avoir  pu  obtenir  une  augmentation 
de  salaire,  elle  a  fait  aupr^  de  compag- 
nies  des  reclamations  r^iter^es  sans  avoir 
pu  obtenir  la  plus  petite  satisfaction 
pour  ces  d^vouds  foremen  et  employes. 
Comme  I'explique  le  Fr^re  A.  Dumas 
dans  le  num^ro  de  novembre  jious 
sommes  comme  les  esclaves  men^s  k 
Paiguillon.  Je  ne  le  constate  que  trop. 
Pourtant  les  compagnies  savent  fort  bien 
que  nous  nesommes  pas  des  b^tes  de 
somme  et  malheureusement  nous  y 
sommes  compares. 

Les  employes  de  la  track  ne  jouissent 
d'aucune  consideration  travailiant  avec 
honneur  pour  Phumanite,  par  tons  les 
temps,  en  6t£  par  la  chaleur,  et  au  froid 
dea  rudes  hivers,  vous  les  voyez  toujours 
h  leurs  postes  pour  toucher  I'infime 
salaire  de  $1.70  et  |2.60  par  jour.  Si  nous 
regardons  les  employ^  des  autres  de- 
partements  nous  voyons  que  leur  salaire  , 
est  convenable.  Prenons  an  operatenr  . 
comme  exemple,  cet  homme  a  60  dollars 
au  minimum  plus  le  pourcentage  sur  les 
money  orders,  la  teiegraphie  et  autres 
qui  lui  font  de  |90  k  $100  par  mois,  de 


plus  11  est  k  I'abri  de  toute  temperature, 
loge  chauffe,  il  les  gagne  honn^tement 
et  sans  exageration.  Vous  direz  il  a  one 
grande  responsabilite,  oui,  mais  le  fore- 
man ne  I'a-t-il  pas  lui  aussi  et  plus  stricte 
encore,  il  a  de  7  11  8  milles  de  voie  k  en- 
tretenir,  peat-il  k  la  fois  6tre  aux  deux 
k>oute?  Surtout  quand  il  n'a  avec  loi 
qu'un  homme  devoue,  en  hiver  surtout 
qu'il  faut  pousser  an  pompe-cart  hors 
d'osage  et  detraque,  il  lui  est  impossible 
de  remplir  ces  responsabilites  sans  le 
plus  grand  effort  il  le  fait  pour  I'humani- 
te  et  au  detrement  de  sa  sante,  oar  il  eat 
comme  I'oiseau  sur  la  branche,  il  ne 
s'arr6te  par  ces  souffrances  rhumatis- 
males.  II  n'est  pas  considere  de  as 
peine,  il  est  charge  de  toute  sorte  de 
surveillance  et  H  est  I'homme  k  tout  faire 
m^me  le  nettoyage  plus  moins  propre. 
Je  consid^e  avec  peine  que  les  employes 
de  la  track  sont  les  esclaves  des  com- 
pagnies, lis  ne  jouissent  d'aucune  con- 
sideration, ce  sont  les  moins  payes  et 
ceux  qui  ont  le  plus  de  charges.  Avec 
leur  minime  salaire,  lis  ne  peuvent  join- 
dre  les  deux  bouts  pour  eiever  leur 
famille  et  se  v^tir.  Si  les  compagnies 
donnaient  des  gages  suffisante,  elles 
n'auraient  pas  k  implorer  un  personnel, 
comme  cela  arrive  souvent  elles  ne 
trouvent  personne  pour  I'entretient  (de- 
fectueuses)  de  leurs  voies  qui  sont  la 
base  premiere,  car  sans  trackman  elles 
ne  pourraient  rien  faire;  Ik  est  la  valeur 
premiere.  J'ai  vu  passer  pendant  une 
«aison  dans  une  section  22  hommes,  les 
uns  restaient  2  jours  et  d'autres  de  10 
k  11  jours  puis  se  retiraient  pour  aller 
gagner  davantage.  Si  les  compagnies 
payaient  consciencieusement  eUes  ao- 
raient  des  hommes  sedentaires  et  dea 
ouvriers  connaisseurs  et  devoues,  au  liea 
de  n' avoir  que  des  hommes  sans  expe- 
rience du  metier. 

A  vous  mes  chers  fr^res  qui  me  lisent, 
faites  que  vous  puissiez  reunir  parmi  les 
coliegues  de  braves  travailleurs,  encou- 
ragez-les  k  se  joindre  k  I'union,  ne  ditee 
pas  comme  j' ai  entendu  moi-m^me :  ' 'Les 
compagnies  ne  veulent  pas  payer,  je 
pars."  Mais  ces  hommes  qu'ont-ila  fait 
pour  I'union?  Bien!  Et  ce  sont  les 
premiers  k  crier,  *'L'union  c'est  de  la 
fumisterie."     Pauvres  ignorants   qu'ils 
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floDt)  lis  ne  compreiineiit  [>a8  que  s'ils 
donnaient  qaelques  dollars  pour  soutenir 
lenrs  reclamations  ils  y  gagneraient. 

LaiBsons  ceox-I^  r^€chir  et  nous,  f r^res 
sontenons  nos  droits,  rang^ns  nous  en 
faiscean  solide  et  quand  I'heure  sonnera 
que  nous  puissions  sontenir  la  cans#  de 
DOB  int^r^ts  et  dire  aux  eompag^ies  si 
Tons  voulez  des  travaillenrs,  soyez  g€n6' 
reux  pour  nos  employes,  oar  depnis  bien 
longtemps  i'esclavage  est  abolie  et  la 
civilisation  oblige. 

Bespeot,  hamanit£  et  consideration. 
Je  joins  k  ma  lettre  I'hymne  de  Tunion 
ctoar  k  4  voiz  pour  que  nous  puissions 
nous  reconnaitre.  D^vou^  en  B.  L.  et 
U.  fratemellement,  A.  Oognacq, 

OiBcier  d'Acaddmie,  ex-ohef  de  mn- 
siqne  de  la  marine  nationale  fran9aise. 

(Note. — ^L'Hymne  de  Punion  peraitra 
dans  le  prochain  ntim^ro  de  1'Advocate.  ] 
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St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Ayec  cette  issue  de  notre  Advocate, 
je  d^ire  envoyer  quelques  mots  k  tons 
mes  bons  amis,  souhaitant  &  chacun  une 
henrense  nouvelle  ann^  et  une  saison 
pleine  de  prosp^rit^.  Que  I'ann^e  1911 
soit  pour  tons  une  ann^e  remplie  de^ 
benedictions  et  de  bonheur! 

Nous  esp^rons  qu*au  commencement 
de  cet  an  nous  recevrons  Parrot  des 
commissaires  dans  les  investigations  r^- 
oemment  tenues  pour  le  Canadian  Pacific 
et  Canadian  Northern  et  Grand  Trunk 
Pacific  Railways,  et  que  nos  bons  fr^s 
SOT  ces  lignes  re^oivent  une  augmenta- 
tion gen^reuse  de  salaire,  et  de  cette 
mani^re  la  nouvelle  ann^e  apportera  tout 
oe  que  les  bons  fr^res  ont  travailie  si 
oonstamment  d'obtenir. 

Dans  le  num^ro  dn  journal  de  ce  mois 
nous  avons  des  lettlres  de  la  Soeur  Chevron 
et  Fi^re  A.  Oognacq,  tons  les  deux  nous 
envoyant  leurs  sonhaits  et  faisant  reten- 
tir  mon  souhait  sincere  que  nous  re- 
cevions  k  I'avenir  plus  de  lettres  de  nos 
aoeors  et  fr^res  canadiens-fran9ai8.  Je 
desire  remercier  ces  correspondants 
fiddles  de  leors  belles  lettres  et  aussi  les 
vcBux  qui  y  sont  Merits,  et  en  vous  sou- 
h^tant  k  tons  une  heureuse  nouvelle 
ann^e,  croyez-moi,  fratemellemen  en  B. 
L.  etU.,  A.  B.  Lowe,  President. 


5t.  Vincsnt  de  Paul,  Que. 

Avec  le  num^ro  de  Janvier,  1911,  j'en- 
vols  mes  meilleurs  souhaits  de  bonheur, 
suoo^  et  Constance  dans  toutes  les 
families.  Avec  rann^e  1910,  que  I'on 
oublie  tout  le  traoas,  tons  les  ennuis  qui 
ont  pn  assombrir  vos  coeurs.  L'ann^e 
qui  commence  je  voadrais  6tre  la  f^e 
bienfaisante,  la  t€e  qui  d'un  coup  de 
sa  baguette  enchant^e  ferait  mettre  du 
pain  etdn  fen  dans  les  families  d^laissdes 
et  da  comfort  n^Qessaire  tl  la  vie,  qui 
d'un  coup  de  baguette  irait  troaver  tons 
ceux  qui  souffrent  et  leur  donner  le 
bonheur,  k  ceux  qui  aiment  dans  esp^- 
rance,  je  leur  donnerais  dii  courage. 
J'irais  avec  ma  baguette  de  f6e  leur  dire 
tout  ce  que  je  ponrrais  pour  faire  revivre 
un  pea  de  bonheur  dans  leai^  vie  et  en 
voyant  tons  ceux  qui  me  sont  chers,  tons 
ceux  que  j'aime  heureux  et  combl^s  de 
bienfaits  sourire  gaiement  k  tons  ceux 
qui  les  entourent.  Et  moi,  }^  essay erai 
de  croire  au  bonheur!  Et  puis  si  par 
hasard  je  rencontrais  une  de  c^s  f4es  des 
vieux  temps,  muni  d'une  bagfuette  por- 
tant  le  bonheur  partout  ok  elle  frappe, 
je  lui  dirais  Madame  la  F€e  par  la  vertu 
de  votre  baguette  donnes-moi  nn  tr6sor, 
non  pas  un  monceau  d'or  ou  d' argent, 
non  pas  une  fortune  colossale,  mais  le 
tr^or  d'une  personne  coeur  large  et 
g^^renx,  pleine  de  noblesse,  d'une 
amiti^  vraie  et  fiddle,  et  alors  n'ayant 
que  du  bonheur  k  distribuer  k  droite  et 
k  gauche  j'offrirais  k  tons  pour  la  nou- 
velle ann^e  tout  ce  que  I'on  me  demande- 
rait  et  j'irais  avec  ma  baguette  frapper 
sar  les  doigts  de  ceux  qui  n' envoy  en  t 
rien  pour  1' Advance  Advocate,  j'y 
trouverais  des  lettres  fran9aise8  et  alors 
on  repondrait  k  I'appel  de  notre  cher 
pr^ldent  qui  maintes  fois  a  donn^  I'ex- 
emple  en  ^rivant  en  fran9ais. 

Vous  ne  savez  pas  chers  lecteurs  et 
lectrices  ce  que  j'en  aurais  k  demander 
k  une  f^  si  j'en  rencontrais  une.  Je  Ini 
demanderais  de  chasser  de  mon  front  les 
noirs  soucis,  d'^arter  la  voile  de  tristese 
qui  a  assombri  mon  existence,  de  me 
garder  encore  nn  pea  d' illusion  qui  con- 
sole et  ranime  mon  cceur  que  la  souf- 
france  a  bless^.  Je  lui  dirais  le  mettre 
dans  son  cceur  un  pen  de  souvenir  et  k 
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Bes  l^vres  un  mot  d'amiti^  et  d'un  grand 
coup  de  baguette  magique  donne  k  tous 
les  leoteun  de  1' Advance  Advocatk 
tout  06  qui  peat  lenr  porter  un  pea  de 
bonhenr.  Aax  viellards  de  porter  gaie- 
ment  les  ann^es  qai  s'accamalent  Bar 
leara  tfttes,  sax  jeanes  de  rester  bona  et 


lionn^tes  pour  faire  le  juio  de  leurs 
families,  aux  riches  de  partager  leans 
richesses,  aux  pauvre  d^laiss^  et  k  ceax 
qui  eomme  moi  n'ont  pas  beaacoup 
d' argent  dans  lear  bourse  de  bien  vouloir 
glisser  quelques  choses  pour  Pann6e  1911. 
Madame  M.  J.  Chevron. 


A  New  Train. 


A  uniqife  and  unusual  train  was  run 
overthe  Kansas  City,  Clinton  and  Spring- 
field line  in  October,  having  on  board 
the  Kansas  State  Food  and  Dairy  Com- 
mission, consisting  of  T.  E.  Quisenberry, 
Secretary  State  Poultry  Board;  W.  P. 
Cutler,  State  Food  and  Dairy  Commis- 
sioner; S.  M.  Jordan,  State  Farmers' 
Institute;  Prof.  F.  M.  Mumford,  Dean 
of  the  Missouri  University  Agricultural 
College;  Curtis  Hill,  State  Highway 
Engineer.  This  train  stopped  at  all  points 
en  route  between  Springfield  and  Kan- 
sas City,  to  make  talks  to  farmers  and 
business  men  on  farming,  poultry  rais- 
ing, good  roads  and  various  other  de- 
partments pertaining  to  the  farmer's 
life. 

Stops  of  from  thirty  minutes  to  one 
hour  were  made  at  the  various  stations,. 
and  lectures  were  delivered  on  the  sub- 
jects interesting  to  farmers. 

This  is  the  first  trip  of  the  kind,  and 


nearly  5,000  farmers  listened  to  talks  by 
these  specialists.  The  trip  was  made  on 
gasoline  motor  oars  furnished  by  Fair- 
banks, Morse  &  Co.,  and  not  only  proved 
a  very  interesting  occasion,  so  far  as  the 
farmers  along  the  line  were  concerned, 
but  made  it  possible  for  the  lecturers  to 
time  their  visits,  to  the  needs  of  the  com- 
munities, and  avoided  the  necessity  of 
either  moving  on  regular  trains,  which 
would  have  limited  the  time,  or  the  ex- 
pense which  a  special  train,  with  engine 
and  cars,  would  have  entailed. 

In  view  of  the  necessity— which  is  be- 
coming more  acute  every  day— for  in- 
tensified farming,  this  method  furnishes 
an  economic  and  novel  way  for  the 
quick  and  thorough  distribution  of  in- 
formation by  State  Food  and  Dairy 
Commisions,  and  for  bringing  the  in- 
formation which  Agricultural  Colleges 
possess  quickly  and  often  to  the  personal 
attention  of  the  farmer. 
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CouMn't  Stand  It. 


•*Sir,"  said  the  tramp,  **I  have  not 
tasted  food  for  seven  days;  another  half- 
hour  of  fasting  and  I  must  die!" 

"Then,"  exclaimed  the  philanthropist, 
"yoa  shall  live.  Take  this  ticket;  it  will 
admit  yon  in  my  stead  to  a  sumptnous 
banquet;  course  after  coarse,  meals, 
wines  and  dessert — a  feast  three  hours 
long,  glorious  company.  Mr.  Toofew, 
Mr.  Longyarn  and  other  eminent  men." 

"Will  there  be  any  after  dinner 
flpeeohest"  asked  the  craving  one. 

**Oolumns  of  them,"  said  the  philim- 
thropist. 

And  the  tramp  handed  back  the  ticket 
and  crawled  wearily  away  into  the  silent 
lumber  yard  to  die.— Ex. 

n  Hard  Nomentr 

"Well,  Jim,"  said  Bingleton,  as  he 
proudly  showed  off  his  first-bom,  "what 
do  you  think  of  that  for  a  kid?" 

"He's  some  kid,  all  right,  all  right," 
returned  Jim  unemotionally. 

"Think  he  looks  like  me,  old  man?" 
persisted  Bingleton. 

"H'm!  Well— er— ah— hum— well.  Bill, 
I — ^well,  old  pal,  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
I'm  afraid  he  does!"  replied  the  embar- 
rassed Jim.— Harper's  Weekly. 

**The  religion  of  some  people  is  too 
lenient,"  said  Bishop  Heslin  in  a  recent 
address  in  Natchez. 

"Some  people  suggest  to  me,  in  their 
view  of  religion,  a  little  girl  whose 
teacher  said  to  her: 

"Mary,  what  must  we  do  first  before 
we  can  expect  forgiveness  for  our  sins?" 

"We  must  sin  first,"  the  little  girl  an- 
swered."— ^Nashville  Banner. 


An  old  South  Carolina  colored  man 
was  sent  to  the  hospital  of  St.  Xavier  in 
Charleston. 

One  of  the  gentle,  blaick-robed  sisters 
put  a  thermometer  in  his  mouth  to  take 
his  temperature.  Presentlv,  when  the 
doctor  made  his  rounds,  he  said: 

"Well,  Nathan,  how  do  you  feel?" 

"I  feel  right  tbl'able,  boss." 

"Have  yon  had  nourishment?" 

"Yesshr." 

"What  did  you  have?" 

"A  lady  done  gimme  a.  piece  of  glass 
ter  suck,  boss."— Lippinoott*s. 


Mary  (age  6):  "Uncle  Charlie,  I  wish 
you  many  happy  returns  of  your  birth- 
day, and  mamma  said  that  if  you  gave 
me  a  dollar,  not  to  lose  it.— Lippincott's. 


Freedom  of  the  will  is  a  doctrine  which 
children  can  understand  and  ai^reciate 
The  little  girl  in  this  story  was  not  will- 
ing to  have  all  her  naughty  ingenuity  as- 
cribed to  supernatural  sources. 

"It  was  Satan,"  said  a  mother  to  one 
of  her  children,  "who  put  it  into  your 
head  to  pull  Elsie's  hair." 

"Perhaps  it  was,"  replied  the  little 
girl,  "but  kicking  her  shins  was  my  own 
idea."— Youth's  Companion. 


''I  imderstand  that  you  called  on  the 
plaintiff.    Is  that  so?" 

"Yes,"  replied  the  witness. 

**Whatdidhesay?" 

The  attorney  for  the  defense  jumped 
to  his  feet  and  objected  that  the  conver- 
sation could  not  be  admitted  in  the  evi- 
dence. A  half-hour's  argument  followed, 
and  the  judges  retired  to  their  private 
room  to  consider  the  point. 

An  hour  later  they  filed  into  the  court 
room  and  announced  that  the  question 
might  be  put. 

**Well,  what  did  the  plaintiff  say?" 

*'He  weren't  at  home,  sir,"  came  the 
-  answer.— The  Housekeeper. 


The  hen  returned  to  her  nest  only  to 
find  it  empty. 

*'Ver5^  funny,"  said  she,  **I  can  never 
find  things  where  I  lay  them.— Ex. 
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THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


NOTICE     OP    REGULAR    ASSESSMENT    NO.  169 
DUE  JANURAY  1,  1911 


UlTIOE  OF  GRAND  LODGE, 
Vanol  Building. 

St.  Louib,  Mo.,  January  1,  1911 


.} 


Acting  uuder  instructious  from 
the  Grand  Executive  Oommittee 
(Art.  XIV.,  Sec.  1,  and  2,  Cton- 
stitution)  Regular  Assessment 
No.  i6p  is  due  January  /,  1911^ 
payable  not  later  than  February  5, 
/?//.  All  who  were  members  of 
the  Insurance  Department  prior 
to  January  5,  1911,  are  required 
to  pay  this  assessment  on  or  before 
February  5,  1911. 


The  following  rates  will  apply  from  January  1,  1909.  All  certificates 
issued  prior  to  January  1,  1909,  will  remain  in  full  force  and  eiFect  at 
the  same  rates  as  heretofore. 


ON   $2&0  CBRTIFIGATBS. 

From  18  to  21  years  of  age  25  cents. 


"   21  "  25   ' 

"   80 

"  *.>5  "  30   " 

"   35 

"  ;»)  "  35  " 

'   40 

"  36  "40   " 

"  .  45 

"  40  "  45   " 

"   50 

"  45  "  50   " 

56 

"  50  "  55   " 

"   60 

ox    1600   CKRTIFICATKS. 

Frcni  18  to  35  years  of  age  60  ocuts. 
"     35  "  40      "         "      60      " 
"     4U  "  46       ••         •*      76       " 
"     45  "  50      "         "      $1  IM) 

ON    $1,000   tKKTiriCATKS. 

From  18  to  556  years  of  age      $1  OO 
'•      35  "  40      "         "  1   25 

"     40  "  45      "         "  1  60 


Frat^rually  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 


//Grand  Sec.-Treas, 


Make  aH  Money  Orders  and  Drafts  payable  to  SAMUEL  J,  PEGO. 
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e  Edisonk 

■IB   HHHHIHIIW^BB 

atettstjHle  Ediion  Phonograph  in 
prand  new  outfit — this  superb  en- 
tainer,Mr.Eclis<m's  latest,  fiul  im- 
ovement  of  phonogrttph,  shipped 

■REE! 


1  don*t  ask  a  cent  of  your  xnoney—I  don*t  want 
e  phonograph~I  jnst  want  to  Kiv9  Jt  tQ  yoti  on 
yon  may  return  it  at  my  own  expense. 

tMM^^mmm  I  will  ship  yott  free  thiM  erand  new 
F 1 1  Vr  ■  outfit. Fireside  Model. witXi  onedoc«n 
>  Gold  Molded  and  Apiberol  Teoordi. 


a  do  not  have  to  pay  me  a  cent  C.  O.D.  or  siarn  sitty 
et  or  mortcaffee.    I  want  you  to  ret  tfb  free 
master  piece  oi  Mr.  Edison's  ski  IT -in  vour  h 
t  you  to  see  ana  hear  Mr.  ICdison's  final  and 


ee  or  mortcaffee.    I  want  you  to  ret  lm»  free  ovtfit*- 
. #  *•_  .^j.  -^,_    kiM-in  your  home.    1 

.  , -. joii's  final  and  freateit 

rovement  in  phmoffriphs.  1  wanttooonviBceyoue^fts 


derful  superiority.  Give  a  free  concert;  five  a  fnM 
itrel  show,  music  dances,  the  old-faslUonedhymns,  craoa 
ra,  comic  opera— ail  this  1  want  you  to  bear  free  of 
rge— all  iB  yoor  own  home— on  t3d*  ktik  ma  ovcff. 

le  fliNtt  tiftinc  machine  evefmade  'lee  beloir. 


wmy  AmeHcM  Home.*^ 

ilaon*a  pet  and  hobby.  He  realises  fully  its  value 
itnre  of  the  city  riffht  to  the  vQlaffe  atid.ttief»rm 
improved  MtMlel,  is  the  latest  and  greatest  improved 
eard  other  taHcincr  machines  before,  you  cannot 
We  waat  to  cetmaee  you ;  we  want  to  prove  to 
«fore.    Don't  miss  this  wonderfully  liberal  offrr. 

m  to  buy  ansrthinff.  But  I  do  feel  that  if  I  can 
irince  you  of  its  merits,  of  its  absolute  su^etlority, 
\  and  friends  to  your  house  to  let  them  hear  tha 
lad  to  buy  one  of  these  great  tiaw  ontf\ts.  You 
!it  complete  with  records  for  only  $2.00  a  month— 
ne.  a  rock-bottom  price.  Peiliapi  y*  >aiisif 
raph  now  is  the  chance  to  get  the  bran4-new  aiyl 
'  liberal  offer.  But  if  neither  you  nor  your  frieoSs 
.  free  loan,  and  perhaps  somebody  who  heard  the 
>ffer  anyway.  I  will  take  ft  as  a  favor  if  you  will 
n  you  can  decide  whether  you  want  the  free  loan, 
that  is  all.  I  ask  not  for  one  cent  of  your  maoey . 
lay  get  one  for  $3.00  a  month,  if  they  vrant  it.  ^^^ 

tefyeurmeney  U'on'.iwr^^*' 

Mrful  and  hi*  familr  antertaiiwd,  cvety  ^^  Ar^ 
icarta  for  hi*  borne.  Ramarober,  tb*  ^P  ar.vlA 
rtUn*  C  O.  D.  V^  JrCW 


Oataloc^y; 


stofmtisic   m^^^^    .Xt  ^^A^ 
his  catalog    H^^r^^ 
her  or  uot 


^V 


ofmnsic   m^^f^^    ^  ^^-k^ 

scataiog  m^m^W  JrJ^A" 

»r  or  uot    ^'^^^  jF^^ 
:.  Remember.  ^  Jt  ^^ 
you  this  Ut-^    4r^  zfJr      .*  .•• 
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Tbe 

for 
Railway 
Service 


ILLINOIS 
WAICHE>S 


Bunn 
Special 

Sangamo 

A.  Lincoln 

.187 


THSY  ACCURATELY    MARK    THE    FLIGHT    OF   TIME. 


To  Be  Sure 

^^^jMfaat  what  you  buy  it 
UNION  MADE  sec  that  it 
bean  thc^^^^^.^^.^.^^^ 

Union  -  VM\ 

LOVELL'S  PRACTICAL 
SWITCH  WORK 


price  to  AemDets. 


.75c 


J^ddrm99  all  Orders  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PEOQ, 
3900  Olive  St,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

RUPTURE  CURED 


^^  '^^  MiBfU,liTltMiactraHAltaMth«, 
becaiwe  prooew  of  weorwy  u  aaU 
wmL  BfllBC  oMto  wK-Utal^ 
tlMj  •dh««  oloMlj  to  the  b0dr, 
parpoMiT  to  hold  tbo  rafituo  la 
plMO  wUlMat  olrBpo,  bueklM  or 


_^ ollp,  M  osaaot 

aRBiut  tbo  pelTle  boo*.    Tho 

^eo  owoi  In  tho  privaej  of  tho 

boML   ThooMBdobwoooooeoofBllft ■*•-— 


iiinv-niritUBIIAIfini,  IML  74.  ItlMb,  le. 


MTKNICOTINE. 


WE 


••OOIIIM  PIMMW* 


*f    (TBAos  MAU  aao.) 

40C  91.00 


Looks  and  eolors  like 
meerscb«am.  Absorbs 
the  nicotine  and  keeps 
on  tastinir  sweet. 

Yoa  noter  h*d  ouch  oa  fii' 
jOToble  smoko.    6eiitprepitld 
anjwhoro.   M «a«j  Mek  If 
Bot  MtialiMUry 
Order  S  er  Mere  Todey 

H.n6ESJItSMkirs'FrM 

414  IT.  7th  St.  St  Lotiig,  Mo. 


jle  Paralysis 


fipt  all  you  can  [..m 

Uulforyourrawrillol 


Kzpertenced  trapficni  and  fur  collectors  are  never 
In  doubt  as  to  vrhere  to  sbip  their  fUis.    They  all 
knew  that  St  Louis  belnir  the  lo-eatest  ftir  market  In 
the  world,  is  the  place  the  best  retarns  come  ttom. 
F.  C.  Taylor  A  Co^  who  own  and  eontrol  the 
Great  Fur  Exchange  BnildinR,  have  more 
money  invested  in  bnildiiiK  and  eqoip- 
ment  than  all  the  other  St.  Louis  tui 
honaes  combhied.    They  have  better 
facilities,  enjqj  a  creater  donand  and 
handle  more  rors  than  any  other  eoa- 
eem  in  America. 

F.  C.  Taylor  dc  Co.  Mstheratore  te 
position  to  send  Toa  qaSekcr  and  Wt- 
ter  aet  rcsolts  tor  Rus  thSA  yoa  can 
get  anyvrhers  else. 

Trapper's  Gnlde,  Market  ReMrta 
and  other  Taloable  Information  Free. 
^Wrtteat  once  for  Latest  Prtee  list 
*_*55  JJ^PP*?*  •■» •    Yoo  need  uo  In- 
trodaetkm-jMtiiEip. 

F.  C.  TAYIOI I C8.,  fireiM  hr  ItoiMli  taVvM 
910  Fur  Exchange  BIdg..  St.  LotUs,  Mo. 


•a* 

mm 

Rano 

PUTER  PIANOS 

UPRIGHTS  AND 

GRANDS 

rs* 


WING 

Piano 

HAYBR  PIANOS 

lOGimAI 

GRANDS 


«Me  Ot  0«r  40  OMICM 


Rock -Bottom! 

Yes,  Rock -Bottom  Prices 

and  on  a  piano  of  the  highest  quality 

I  ^iL  mm^m,  ^tmmm^^JL^^  ■>-.»>»-  tif  Mo«f«»WMiJing  pric— evCT  ofFered  on  oianos  of  ttneKCcOed  qoaUty. 
bd  US  OUO  LB  w  OU  '^^^  ^^^  rock-bottom  prices— prices  that  would  mean  min  to  the  local 
,  ^^  ^fl  — ■  ^^  ^^r  ^  -^^  ^m  dealer  or  the  mail-order  houses  that  buy  their  piMoa  from  the  mannfao* 


tnren  You  will  be  amazed  at  the  d»rect-from-thc-factory  prices  on  the  well-known  Wingr  Piano.  We  will  positively  savs 

of  highest  quality,  recofirni^ed  merit.  We  offer  toconvince  the parcfaaaer 
~l  freight  prepaid,  no  money  down^absolutely  free  trial— a  four  wseks* 
no  matter  wkelhsr  yott  Map  the  piaao  or  Mot. 


m  from  $180 to  $250  on  the  purchase  of  a  pianoof  highest 
D7  sbipping  your  choice  of  a  piano  on  approval,  all  freight 
<r«  tnaLJUaK»l»en  all  frmght  charges  prepaid. 


Cotnnly  with  such  an  offer  you  will  not  decide  npon  a  purchase  until  yoo  have  at  least  faivestigatad  the 
Pv^iunff  so  important  as  the  purcluse  of  a  piano,  voa  want  all  tlie  infomution  you  can  get  from  every 
wy.  00  evco  if  you  had  nracticaliy  made  up  your  mind      -•  •-      '-•  -  _.•._-    _.  i_  . 


WJMf  offer.  Whtakcemss 

^'  Speva  if  you  ladlncti'calf^^  the  make  of  pianoyou  wamU^roa  will  certahiiy  get  qnotatioas  fmilWiBC  A 

MO  JMJookioto  oar  chum  that  we  can  give  you  a  superior  piano  at  a  saving  oi  $lSOto|aSO. 

Every  discount  goes  ifirect  to  you 


Send  for 


the  best,  safest,  most  instructive 
book  of  piano-buying  information 
ever  compiled;  the 

Bookof  Inf onnatloii  FREEI 

Joojd  you  like  to  know  all  about  pianos,  how  they  are 
J^,  now  to  judjre  the  fine  points  of  quality  and  price  in 
2^iQgM>iano?  Then  send  the  coupon  for  the  piano  book 
*»«i  5i«  are  sending  out  FREE  for  the  present 


The  Win?  Piano  stands  alone— sold  direct  from  the  fac- 
tory—the only  one  sold  direct  from  an  eicclnshre  ptaaofadoff  irilh- 
out  going  through  the  hands  of  a  single  middlrnMin. 

When  you  boy  a  Wing  Piano  you  pay  no  salenMa's,  dsslers'  or 
middlemen's  profits.  You  pay  no  commasions  tommkleaclMfsaad 
supposedly  disinterested  friends.  We  cot  oot  all  middleBien  and 
you  put  the  diacounu  inyour  own  pocket.  The  piano  book  talis 
how  to  save  from  1130  to  |2S0.  ^ 

...  This  book  (156  pages)  tells  tbout  material,  manafactnre.  assetnbllog.  paleBted 

"2  devices  and  what  they  do,  all  about  soundboard,  action,  case,  in  fact  eyenr 

y\  detail  connected  with  the  production  of  a  fine,  high  grade  piano.    You  will 

^'  be  astonished  at  the  amonnt  of  information  about  piano  qnality  and  piano 

m  prices,  and  how  to  avoid  the  deceptions  of  piano  salesmsD.    ^^  ^  ^  ■ 

■  The  New  York  World  savs.  "A  book  of  educational  Interest      •  ?   Mine  a. 

I  everyone  should  own."  With  this  book  we  send  oar  direct*        w  1$  WiMI  « 
from-the-factory  prices  on  Wing  Pianos.  '      # 


Send  Coupon    >^ 


Dopt.  mi. 
jr^        lEWToncnrr 

CBNTLBMBIf:  WitheS*) 

say  whMgatiaes  te  | 


or  a  letter  or  postal  NOW. .  Don't  miss 
this  opportunity  to  get  the  very  latest 
todb^pjanoinformationthat  may  mean  hundreds  of  dollars  to  you.  whether 
'<^ojoya  piano  now  or  later.    Put  your  name  on  the  coupon  and  mail  it  to         ' 

^fOIGASON^  Est.  1868.  9th  Ave. db  13th St.,  Depl.  ISl^^Now  YoA  ^  ^ 

'''"aqrstteaevfltrle  Wfaiff  Pianos  aai  r«ttlnfr  into  homes  wherr  tlie  people  fniy      ^ 

(waU  cafe.tet«lnlerft  axe  tryiaa  to  tell  It  around  that  Wins  &  Son  RRFirSR  to  sell  W        Namr  . 

»'«e.   TUSbaat  true.    We  seU  lor  cash  Ok  on  VERY.  VKRY  RASV  PAY-        ^ 

>'^T«.  feat  M  voti  choose  after  your  lour  weeks'  free  trial.      And  mAny  ol      ^  i^......^,. 

«  •oMy  iKa  tc  baying  Wing  Pianos  right  now  on  our  easiest  monUily         ^         address  .... 


r  pay  for  uqrthins,  please  send 
^  me  fr<>e  and  prepaid  the  book  j/t 

W       ptano  infomaUon.  the  coraplele  eacy- 

^         dopedU  of  the  piano,  pieces  on  \i»sxA, 

^      etc..  all  free,  ptepaid. 
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The  Brotherhood  Badge. 

The  multiple  badge  illustrated  in  an 
exact  reproduction  of  the  badge  adopted^ 
at  New  Orleans,  and  is  made  up  of  satin- 
facedf  gros-grain,  tri-colored  ribbon  with 
lettering  in  gold  leaf  on  one  side,  which 
,  is  used  for  parade  purposes.  The  reverse 
side  is  black  with  silver  letters,  nd  is 
'  ^  used  for  funeral  purposes;  edges  trimmed 
in  best  gold  fringe  and  the  bottom  with 
gold  bullion.  The  metallic  portion  can 
be  detached  from  the  ribbon  an^used 
for  Lodge  purposes,  thus  giving  iHoadge 
for  all  occasions.  The  metal  is  silver 
oxidized;  the  lettering  on  metal  parts  is 
black  or  white  celluloid,  and  is  a  hand- 
some and  attractive  badge  in  every  re- 
spect. On  the  top  title  bar  is  name  and 
number  of  lodge  and  on  the  lower  bar 
iiame  of  officer  or  member,  while  the 
medallion  shows  the  emblem  fo  the  Or- 
ganization in  colors  on  celluloid. 

The  price  of  these  badges  is  for  set* of 
ten  officers'  badges  (7;  members'  badges 
75  cents  each  singly,  or  |8.40  per  dozen, 
when  ordered  in  dozen  lots.  Address  all 
orders  to  Samuel  J.  Pbgo, 

Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Louis  Mo. 


THIS  it  in  ILUISTRATIOI 

OF  OUR 


NEW  FOB 

%  SIZE. 

The  Medallion  is 
oxidized  silver  finish 
with  the  handcar  ex- 
ecuted in  colors  on 
celluloid.  The  strap 
is  calf  especially 
prepared  for  f  o  b  - 
straps.    The  price  is 

40t  Each 

or  $4.00  per  dozen  by 
registered  mail. 
Address  all  orders  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PE66. 

Secy.-Treas. 

Vanol  Bldir..  8900OliveSt.. 

St.  LouK  Mo. 

Canadian    members 
SOc  each  prepaid. 
Address  orders  to 
W.  H.  NOYES, 

86  Wright  Ave., 
Toronto,  Can. 
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A  Brotherhood  Watch 

On  a  Startlmg  Offer! 

I^P  Write  for  our  FREE  book  on  watches : 
a  book  that  potts  you  on  watches  and 
watch  vahiee  —  explains  reasons  for  our  most 
remarkable  rock -bottom -price  offer  DIRECT 
TO  YOU  on  the  highest  grade  Burlington. 

IF  YOU  WANT  a  liigkett  gndm  walch  (ladiet*  or  con- 
flam—'*),  or  if  jpm  ovor  expoct  to  own  tvcli  a  watch,  write 
NOW  for  tho  FREE  Burlinftoa  Book.    Soo  coupon  below. 

READ  lAWitcliOffBrWitlieiit  Parallel 

We  won't  '^knuckle  down"  to  selling  systemt  among 
dealers,  ao  we  have  dedded  to  make  toch  a  tremeodous  and 
wonderful  offer  direct  to  the  public  on  a  fint-dut  time- 
piece, that  no  dealers  under  contract  will  or  can  stop  us. 
You  too  will  seize  this  opportunity  to  get  the  '^Burlington 
Special*'  direct  on  this  wonderful  dntr, 
noi  buy  a  worihUsB  waiehju§i  b^cmtmm  k  £f  chmap.  Nor  n—d  you  pay  «ar/bor- 
now  for  a  top-notch  watch.     Thm  frmm  Burtmgiam  hook  mxpiaitu. 

$2^30  ^Monthatthe  Rock-BottomPrice 

$2.50  a  month  for  tho  workTs  most  suporb  tfanepiocot  The  easiest  pajr- 
oMiliai  tho  rock*boCtom  price  —  tho  Rack'Boiiom  price.  To  ossnre  as  thai  mvmryhody  wiO 
qwfafc^isicspf  this  introdactarydirmct  offmr,  worn  aMow  ca»h  armagypaymmnU^Jaui  asyoa  pnfmr. 

tjtgf^  MM^^mmMMmm  fi^m^mmmm  ^^  '^P  ^^  watch  on  approval,  prepaid  (your 
iW  JVWvVQrJf  EMWMwwn  choice  of  lady's  or  gentlemen's  open  face  or  hunt- 
mmmm^mammmmmamamm  wh^hhhhi^  ing  case}*  You  risk  abec^tely  nothing— you  pay 
nocbh^F-^-fiot  one  cent— unless  you  want  the  great  offer  after  seeing  and  thoroughly  inspecting 
thew«ieliu 

'The  Official  BrotbeMEmliloni Hand  Engraved  FREE! 

---M  sfrangoMBt,  we  arenow^abie  to  otter  the  BvlfaiitoB  apedal  toi.B.M.W.E.in«m^r«  only, 

;  watch  i»^ttiedeslia,M  yon  camot  e^^ 

lewatditlsdf.  Ifo  one  who  sees  iifaciqiidsitd^cniraTea  design  can  taSpbM  be  taniMresscdby 
idbcanty. 

GitiiieFree  BnrUn^ii  Book!  Now  Write  Sll^^tiSS^^.SrbXJ'- --^ 

BTwiOqiilddyeonTiiMMToatoothat  l[<!2f^ JPS^  *  S*^    ^*  «mj*"  J^??"  **»•    J' 
itodmsodcotwateh— mads  tothein-   uuUs  fsets  absot  wateh  prieM^aad  will  •xpUin       tT 
that  is  aivin*  batter  quality  and   *>>•  "iS^^!,""??^^*"  i^J^  Buriiii«ton 
ship  ^mwhoot;  we  will  qoickly   o?«  thadoubto-pdowl  pcodvets.  A,  n,/»Tnii 

«  «»v  tba  SarUnatoB  Wateh,  on  which     -^  .  -  V>      BUILWGTON 

t  #n«  rock-bottom  prieo  (tha  Mune  rock*   Jun  oona  yamr  iNmM    and  .A  WATm  rn 

m  awmrwhenh  i«  THE  wateh  for  the  dia-    ^MdJrmmm  #a^v  /  <^         ^^^. 

|boy«r;thatiti»THBwatchforth«inaaor   ^oormmtooayi  ^i      D«pi  1261  ISA mJ 

wants,  not  tho  lartest  Mllinff  brand  ^  Manbdl  thi. 

'^,i^\iu,tSJ:^^JS^^  No  Utter  U  ^h^         chicmo       ilunois 

^^y_M»^ ^    »__  ,_.»j.  ^ ^  »ii,.a«Mi....  ^^  a"          on  watches  and  copy  of  your  $1,000 

-JHEJffif^f^'S^iP-?*'^'**'*    .    JP!5??1?*"  ^^AMAAM  ft^       challenge,  with  foil  explanatlong  of 

y^lWl**  tha  BurUnffton  Ccmpany's  fraa  book  on  l^OUpon  ^  U     y^^  caah  or  98.50  a  month  offer  on  the 

aMQIk     .  •//  -0^       Burlington  Watch. 


kifington  Watch  Co. 
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YOU  NBBD  THESE 

Railway  Engineering 
Track  Standards 


Both  for  $1 


.50 
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Railway  Enpineeriiio  and  Mafntenancemf- 

Way  is  the  Br&btest,  Cleanest  Most  Ck>mplete 
monthly  macadne  on  Bridces.  Buildings.  Sicnal- 
ing  and  Track  Work,  published.  Every  number 
isTnll  of  information  and  timely  hints  and  helps 
for  you.  Bead  it  and  become  more  proficient  and 
valuable.  Be  ready  for  advancement  when  oppor- 
tunity comes.  The  msffasine  alone  is  H  per  year. 
Track  Stamlarda:— An  up-to-date  Book  on 
these  subjects  and  has  been  fully  approved  by 
the  enffineerinir  departments  of  all  the  railroads 
mentioned  in  it.  Gives  instant  and  exact  informa- 
tion on  Track  Standards  as  used  on  leadinf  rail- 
roads. Handy  pocket  size,  neatly  printed  and 
bound— price  |1.  Railway  SNonrBBanro  one 
year  and  this  book  both  for  H.fiO.  Send  your 
order  today  and  ask  for  terms  to  acents.  Splen- 
did opportunity.  Every  railroad  man  wants  one. 

THB  RAILWAY  LIST  CO. 
817  Dearborn  St..  Ohieaco.  m. 


A  Brotherhood  Emblem. 


The  above  cot  is  of  a  solid  gold  em- 
blem designed  and  used  entirely  by  our 
late  lamented  President  John  T.  Wilson. 
The  bar  and  pendant  are  of  solid  gold, 
the  pendant  faced  with  beautiful  white, 
hard  enamel ;  on  the  bar  the  name  of  own- 
er is  engraved,  making  the  emblem  a 
very  neat  and  attractive  one.  We  have 
purchased  a  quantity  of  them  ^pd  can 
now  supply  them  delivered  atafiy  post- 
office  in  Canada  or  the  United  States  by 
registered  mail  for  |3.25  each,  ttie  Cana- 
dian purchaser  to  pay  customs  charges, 
which  is  not  included.  Address  all  or- 
ders to  Samuel  J.  Pego, 
Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


PRICE  LIST  OF  SUPPLIES. 


The  Following    Supplier    Will     Be    Furnished  at  Prices 
Given  Below,  Expreaaor  Postage  Charges  Extra. 


Letter  Heads,  (per  1000)  $  3.00 

BnyelopMi  small  with  return  card  on  eomer  2.00 

Envelopes,  large     **         *"        "     "  2.50 

Ritnals,  (to  subordinate  lodges  only)  each. ...  15 

Ode  Cards  (to  subordinate  lodges  only )  each . .  2 

Secretaries  Receipt  Pads.  2  pads 25 

Personal  Cards,  per  100 ^  1.00 

Lodge  Record  Books,  each 1.00 

LodgeSeals 2.00 

CHASOKS  on  THB  FOLLOWING  PbKPAID. 

Officers  badges,  (set  of  10) 7.00 

Member  badges,  (each) 75 

Member  badges,  (perdosen) 8.40 


John  T.  Wilson  emblem,  (solid  gold)  each. . . .  3.25 

Solid  €k>ld  emblem  (lapel  button)  each 1.25 

Solid  Gold  Button,  per  dozen fl2.00 

Rolled  (}old  Emblem  (lapel  button) 75 

Rolled  Gold  Emblem  (lapel  button)  per  doz..  8.00 

Brotherhood  Watch  Fob,  each 40 

Brotherhood  Watch  Fob,  per  dos 4.00 

Pig  Skin  Card  Cases,  double  pocket,  each 40 

Pig  Skin  Card  Cases,  double  pocket,  dozen ...  4.00 
Lovell's  Practical  Switch  Work  to  members 

Each 75 

Loveirs  Practical  Switch  Work,  to  non-mem- 
bers, each 1.00 


I 


On  Canadian  orders  cnstoma  doty  must  be  added  to  above  prices. 

Address  all  orders  for  printing  and  supplies  to 

S.J.  PEQQ, 

Grand  SecretaryTreasurer, 
3900  Olive  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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"^uWfllNotnndTheseGoods  InEveiy  51ore 
Bennorii  On  ThemisTooSmall  forHost  Dealers 

CANADUNTRADESl]PPlJEDTR!m()imT(»I(»fTO&CTORY 

Write  tor  HaiulMme  Souvenir  and  Time-Book  nailed  Free  if  You  mention  Tbis  PuUicali 

Digitized  b; 


SIE6EL  COOPER CffS  GREAT  NEW  YORK 
STORE  CARRIES  A  FULL  LINE  OF 

E  ADLI G  HT 

'^  UNION      MADE  ^^  ^      i^ 


SIEGEL  COOPERCO  NEW  york 

SIXTH  AVE.  I8'-"ANDI9T^  STS. 
J.B.  GREENHUT.PRES. 


LARNED  CARTER  &  CO. 

MANUFACTURER  S 
DETROIT.  USA. 
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PAIN  IN  THE  BACK 

THAT'S 

LUMBAGO 

iftil  but  not  dangerous.    Rub  on  a  few  times 
well  tried,  old-time  home  remedy 

>t  Jacobs  Oil 

1  goes  I  You'll  be  sorry  you  didn't  try  it  sooner 

Raymond,  111.,  Tanuary  7th,  1910. 
tear  Sirs>— A  bottle  of  St.  Jacobs  Oil  I  used  on  my  back  gave  me 
i  nlief ,  /  Muv0  it  is  abotU  the  best  thing  a  person  can  use  an  a  lame 
With  much  confidence  in  St.  Jacobs  Oil  1  remain. 

Thos.  M.  Condon 

IT  CONQUERS  PAIN 

TIM  see  Bottle  CooUiiis  B  Tiinea  >»  Much  aa  the  Sfc  Size 


10  JAYS  FREE  TRIM. 

aflw  iwlaf  IIm  Meyel*  10  days. 


KACHT  b  an  MwmeoM  ywto 
UCni  wrttoaportilaadvmT- 
_lnff  wiU  b*  ewl  yvn  free  poeCpeld  hy 
rstaiaoiaiL  ToawiU  ffaflDMwhvmlaabtoia- 
tonnatlon.    I>OBoC  watt,  write  It  BOW 
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The  Kalamazoo  Improved  Reinforced  Pressed 
^/  Steel  Hand  Car  Wheel 

Is  the  most  economical  wheel 

Because  of  its  improved  construction ; 
its  extra  thickness  of  metal  in  throat 
and  flange;  its  greater  strength,  due 

I  to  deep  corrugations  in  web;  its  per- 
fect hub-fit,  absolutely  preventing 
loose  hubs;  its  interchangeability,  fit- 
ting any  make  of  car;  altogether 
making  it  the  best  all-around  wheel, 
«  which  will  last  twice  as  long  as  any  i 
}  other.  i 

Descriptive    circular    mailed    upon 
request. 

When   needing  a  VELOCIPEDE,  don*t  forget  to  write  us  for  prices  •a 

KALAMAZOO    VELOCIPEDES, 

For  we  make  the  larg- 
est variety  of  aiiytK>dy 
in  the  business,  meet- 
ing almost  any  re- 
quirement; three  and 
four  wheel  steel  frame, 

I  three  wheel  wood  frame 

land  ball  bearing.     We 

'know   we   will   please 
you. 
If  you  can*t  pay  cash  we'll  sell  you  on  the  installment  plan. 


li 


KALAMAZOO  RAILWAY  SUPPLY  CO^  "•rffSSrSl 


**      KALAMAZOO.  MICH. 
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ONE  DOLLAR  A  YEAR. 


This  Boy  Needed  Help 
—and  He  Got  It 

These  two  photographi  tell  a  story 
that  cannot  be  denied.  They  are  of 
Fred  Sells,  son  of  Mr.  A.  Bellg,  6M 
Hancock  Street,  Appleton,  Wis. 

Fred  was  bom  with  club  feet.  The 
upper  picture  shows  exactly  how  his 
feet  looked  when  Fred  was  two  years 
old.  The  other  was  made  at  the  ase  of 
six,  a  few  months  after  he  came  to  us 
for  treatment. 

Mr.  Sells  had  tried  plaster  parts  and 

other  methods  for  treatment  before  he 

brooffht  the  boy  to  os.    Wrtte  him  and 

r  have  him  tell  yon  of  his  expertence  In   the 

treatment  of  his  boy*s  aftUotlon.   The 

L.  C.  McLain 
Orthopedic 

^feAnif-Ainiim 


The  Shirt  YouVe  Always  Wanted 


Here's  the  shirt  you've  been  looking  for — your 
idea!  of  a  good  shirt.  Cut  coat-style,  so  you  can 
slip  in  and  out  easily^no  tugging — no  splitting  the 
yoke  when  you*re  in  a  hurry.  That's  only  om, 
good  feature  about  the 

Signal  G>at  Shirt 

Other  improvements,  found  only  in  this  shirt,  are  the 
extra  wide  flaps,  extra  button  at  bottom  of  breast 
plait,  reinforced  rip-proof  band  on  sleeve  slit,  which 
is  on  side  to  keep  it  from  gaping,  button-holes  for 
white  cuffs,  with  two  detached  collars,  or  with  soft 
collar  attached,   two   handy  pockets,    full  length 

^U^""-       Write  Today  for  a  Couple 

Your  dealer  should  have  them,  but  if  not,  tell  us 
his  name  and  your  rize,  and    we   will    send  you  a 
couple  by  express,  C.O.D.    Price  $1.00  per  gmnmi 
West  ef  MisMwri  Rirer  $1.25.  If  you  like  them,  pay 
the  express  company.  If  not  entirely  satisfactory, 
return  at  our  expense. 

HILKER-WIECHERS  MFG.  CO. 

1245  MowiaATa.       RACINE,  WIS. 

ol  Signal  Worit  Clothes— famous  for  comfort  and  wear, 
A  separate  factory  for  Overalls  and  Coats 
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A  DAMP  CLOTH  IS  YOUR  LAUNDRY 

Ba  certain  of  always  having  a  clean, 
smartly  styled  collar,  by  wearing  a 
LITHOLIN.  The  most  practical  for 
work  or  play.  Permanently  clean.  Will 
not  spot,  fray  or  discolor.  The  collar 
you  have  always  worn— only  water- 
proofed. 
Litholln  Waterproofed   Linen  Collars 

Carefully  deflisned  and  expertly  flnishwl.    Worn 
and  endorsed  by  men  in  every  walk  of  life. 

COLURS,  25c  Each.       CUFFS,  50c  a  Pair 

At  your  dealer's,  nr  by  mall  on  receipt  of  price. 
Write  for  booklet. 

FIBERL.OIDCO., 

7  &  9  Wiveriy  Place,  NEW  YORK 


$1 

4 

9 
5 


THI5  FINE  OOLD  FILLED  WATCH 

either  open  face  or  cloHe<l  case,  warranted  to  wear 
10  yeani,  fitted  with  a  Standard  Movement,  snaran- 
teed  to  keep  good  time.  Sent  to  you  prepaid  for  $4.K. 
Try  It,  test  it  and  If  not  satisfactory  return  it  and  we 
w<ll  refund  your  money.  Write  for  our  Bargain  List 

O.  R.  THURSTON  SUPPLY  CO., 
621  Benoist  Bldg,  i<t.  Luuis.  Mo. 


e  Standard  Railroad  Gloves  and  Mittens 

^Nfillions  of  pairs  of  "Atbettor*  gloves  and  mittens  are  worn 
W  by  railroad  men.  Nothing  but  the  merit  of  the  goods  could 
W  have  built  up  such  a  tremendous  demand.  Railroad  men 
r    know  glove  values— that's  why 

^^Asbestol"  Gloves  and  Mittens 

are  the  standard  for  railro"* '"      '^*' ^-— 

may  come  and  go,  but  **i 
i  the  stand-bys.  Always 
k  Heat,  steam  and  water 
m     main  soft  and  pliable 


1  9mnninm 
without  this  stamp. 


IBESTOi: 

EISENDRATH'S 

CELEBRATED 

HORSE    HIDC 


The  only  gloves  made 
Celebrated  Horsehide— ti 
process  which  keeps  the 
conditions  that  would  shx 
other  leathers. 

Be  sure  to  look  for  and  1 
trade  mark  on  the  palm 
twiy.  It  will  save  you  nic 
If  your  dealer  hasn't  the 
us.  We'll  see  you  are  i 
•end  you  a  handy  time-bo 

Eisendradi  Glove  ( 
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The  Advance  Advocate  b 

PUBUSHED  BY  THE  INTERNATIONAL  BROTHERHOOD  OF 

Maintenance  -OF  -  Way  Employes 

SAMUEL  J.  PEQG,  Editob  and  Manager 
Advertising  Rates  Furnished  on  Application, 


Entered  Jannarr  6. 1908,  at  St.  I^nis.  Mo.,  as  second-class  matter, 
under  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3»  1879 

14 


Vol.  XX.,  No.  2. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  February  1,  1911. 


Subscription  Price 
$1.00  Per  Year. 


ORGANIZATION. 

For  some  months  past  the  engin- 
eers  and  firemen,  trainmen  and 
conductors  of  numerous  roads,  in- 
deed of  all  roads,  running  out  of 
Chicago  and  west  of  it,  have  been 
in  conference  with  their  maimge- 
ments  and  have  secured  a  very  sub- 
stantial increase  in  their  rat^s  of 
pay. 

These  are  men  whom  we  think 
of  as  already  well  paid,  even  before 
this  last  substantial  increase  wa^ 
given  to  them,  and  doubtless  they 
were,  but  owing  to  the  increase  in 
the  cost  of  living,  they  found  that 
their  rates  of  pay  were  not  sufficient 
to  meet  the  increased  cost  of  living 
and  they  realized  keenly  just  as  we 
all  do,  that  where  the  cost  of  living 
increases  and  the  rate  of  pay  does 
not,  then  their  wages  are  being  cut 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  in  the 
cost  of  living,  just  as  surely  as  if 
an  order  came  from  the  general 
manager  and  had  been  accepted  by 
them,  reducing  their  wages  by  so 
much.  And  these  men  could  see 
no  reason  why  when  the  country 
was  prosperous,    when    there   had 


been  a  great  harvest,  giving  em- 
ployment that  was  taxing  the  pow- 
ers of  the  railway  companies  to 
handle  the  abundant  business  of- 
fered to  them,  these  men  could  see 
no  reason  why  at  such  a  time,  their 
wages  should  be  reduced,  as  the 
cost  of  living  was  assuredly  reduc- 
ing it.  So  like  wise  men,  they  put 
their  heads  together,  drafted  a  re- 
vision of  their  schedule,  and  author- 
ized their  committee  to  present  it 
to  the  management  of  their  road 
and  the  happy  result  was  that  on 
Christmas  eve.  Brother  Stone,  pres- 
ident of  the  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Engineers  was  able  to  tell 
his  good  fellows  that  a  substantial 
increase  had  been  given  to  them 
in  their  rates  of  pay,  not,  indeed, 
in  his  opinion  as  much  as  he  con- 
sidered that  they  were  fairly  en- 
titled to,  but  such  as  justified  him 
in  recommending  it  to  their  ac- 
ceptance rather  than  plunge  the 
country  into  a  strike  at  such  a  time 
of  peace  as  Christmas  brings. 

And  the  firemen  and  conductors 
and  trainmen  have  also  received, 
as  has  already  been  said,  substan- 
tial increases  and  are  beginning  tiie 


Digitized  by 


Google 


74 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


new  year  happily  working  under 
the  increased  rates  and  improved 
c'onditions. 

Now,  what  of  the  maiutenauce- 
of-way  er  ployes?  Alas,  what  a 
different  story  when  we  come  to 
the  maintenance-of-way  employes, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  for  thirty 
years  at  least  on  every  train  that 
has  passed  us,  there  have  been  four 
men,  an  engineer,  fireman,  conduc- 
tor and  brakeman,  practical  object 
lessons  on  the  splendid  results  that 
come  from  men  organizing  and  get- 
ting together.  On  comparatively 
few  roads  has  organization  yet  been 
so  thorough  and  so^  effective  that 
we  can  begin  the  year  happily  by 
telling  of  an  announcement  of  in- 
creased pay  and  improved  working 
conditions.  While  we  have  a  hap- 
py continuance  of  our  present  rates 
on  all  our  scheduled  roads  and  sub- 
stantial increases  on  some,  while 
others  getting  ready  to  present 
their  claims,  alas!  on  many  of  the 
unorganized  roads  in  addition  to 
the  cut  that  has  come  in  the  in- 
crease in  the  cost  of  living,  has 
come  another  cut,  l)y  reducing  the 
hours  of  labor  from  ten  to  nine  and 
paying  only  for  Jlie  nine  hours 
worked.  This  is  a  direct  cut  often 
per  cent,  just  as  much  as  an  an- 
nouncement of  such  a  cut  from  the 
management  would  be  and  this 
at  a  time  of  year,  too,  when  the 
cost  of  living  is  greatest,  when  the 
necessity  of  heat-producing  fcK)ds, 
fuel,  clothing,  warm  and  water- 
proof, is  an  absolute  necessity  to 
men  performing  the  duties  which 
we  have  to  perform,  and  whicli 
make  it  imperative  that  the  worse 
and  stormier  the  weather  the  more 
necessary  it  is   that  we   should  be 


out  in  it,  safe-guarding  the  precious 
lives  committed  to  our  care. 

Brothers,  what  do  you  think  of 
all  this?  Does  it  need  anything 
more  to  be  said  to  drive  home  the 
lesson  that  the  cure  for  the  ills 
which  we  suffer  is  in  our  hands? 
That  the  Lord  helps  the  man  who 
helps  himself,  and  that  even  om- 
nipotence can  do  but  little  for  men 
who  don't  take  a  hand  in  trying  to 
better  their  own  circumstances  and 
that  all  this  depends  upon  them? 
Not  only  are  they  bringing  up  their 
own  families  in  ignorance  and  com- 
parative poverty,  but  they  are  a 
menace,  and  no  small  one,  to  men 
who,  on  several  roads  have  shown  a 
desire  to  improve  conditions,  but 
find  a  ready  excuse  from  the  man- 
agement, that  some  unorganized 
road  is  paying  less,  perhaps  than 
our  enlightened  brothers  are  al- 
ready receiving  and  asking  for  more. 

A  letter  has  just  come  to  the 
president  from  a  foreman  in  Okla- 
homa, stating  that  i-ney  had  writ- 
ten to  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  telling  of  the  hard 
conditions  as  to  pay,  etc.  and  were 
advised  that  the  commission  could 
do  nothing  for  unorganized  men. 
Thus  giving  us  one  more  lesson  to 
the  old  story,  that  men  are  very 
largely  the  arbitrators  of  their  own 
destiny,  and  once  more  we  repeat, 
must  be  their  own  helpers  if  they 
are  to  be  helped. 

A  word  to  our  brothers  on  the 
scheduled  roads.  Don't  forget  that 
it  is  not  only  your  duty  in  view  of 
your  obligation,  to  do  all  that  you 
can  to  promote  the  interests  of  your 
Brotherhood,  but  in  your  own  in- 
terest, it  is  almost  a  necessity  that 
every  man  on  your  system   should 
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be  in  the  organization  ready  at  all 
times  to  support  your  committee 
when  they  are  dealing  with  the 
management  for  you.  And  rest 
assured  that  the  success  of  your 
committee  will  be  in  exact  propor- 
tion to  the  solidity  of  your  organi- 
zation on  your  road. 

Brothers,  be  up  and  doing.  Let 
1911  find  every  member  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  work  of  making 
organization  solid  on  his  own  road 
and  taking  advantage  of  every  op- 
portunity to  encourage  those  on  the 
unorganized  roads  to  get  together 
and  thus  while  helping  others,  help 
yourself. 


PATIENCE    A    CARDINAL    VIRTUE. 

One  of  the  evils  of  men  newiy 
organized  is  a  lack  of  patience,  a 
disposition  to  jump  hastily  at  un- 
ripe conclusions  and  to  assume  off 
hand  that  because  things  don't 
come  their  way  at  a  bound,  they 
are  not  coming  at  all.  To  educate 
such  impatient  ones  to  the  neces- 
sity of  xMitient  continuance  in  per- 
severing effort  is  one  of  the  duties 
of  an  organization  and  of  a  journal, 
and  this  editorial  is  given  you  in 
the  hope  of  leading  members  and 
others,  esx)ecially  any  wlio  have  be- 
come delinquent  because  their 
hopes  have  not  found  immediate 
fulfillment,  to  do  a  little  serious 
thinking. 

It  has  often  been  said  of  the 
maintenance-of-way  employes,  *'0! 
pshaw!  you  can't  organize  these 
fellows.  They  won't  hang  together. 
Unless  they  get  their  wages  raised 
the  month  after  they  join,  they 
will  quit."  Unfortunately,  too 
many  of   us  have  given  cause  for 


this  unfavorable  opinion,  but,  most 
fortunately,  enough  of  us  have  had 
the  necessary  character,  intelli- 
gence and  staying  qualities  to  get 
together,  stay  together  and  some- 
times fight  together  to  show  tliat 
applied  to  the  maintenance  of-way 
people  as  a  whole,  the  assertion 
that  we  are  quitters  is  a  slander  on 
as  good  men  and  women  as  are  to 
be  found  in  any  organization  in 
America. 

But,  as  before  said,  we  have,  un- 
fortunately, the  impatient  ones, 
whose  lack  of  staying i)ower8  brings 
reproach,  not  only  on  themselves, 
but  on  our  craft.  Let  me  press  this 
on  their  attention,  that  not  only 
are  they  showing  a  sad  lack  of  the 
craft  spirit,  but  they  are  showing 
themselves  lacking  in  intelligence 
in  going  back  on  their  comrades 
who  have  the  stability  of  character 
and  principle  to  ''stay  with  the 
Bunch,"  because  unionism  is  a  mat- 
ter of  principle,  not  of  selfish  ag- 
grandizement and  a  looking-out  for 
No.l,  and  makingthat  the  supreme 
end  of  joining  an  organization. 

Organization  aims  at  the  greatest 
good  of  the  greatest  number,  at  tlie 
interest  of  the  employer  as  well  as 
of  the  employe,  and  the  man  is  no 
true  unionist  whose  outlook  is 
bounded  by  what  tlie  union  will  do 
for  him,  not  l>y  the  thought,  ''How 
may  I  help  to  make  life  better  for 
all  hands?  and  how  can  I  improve 
my  worth  to  my  employer?"  for 
undoubtedly  your  representatives 
can  have  no  better  argument  in 
asking  for  schedule  revision  and 
improved  rates  than  the  fact  that 
previous  increases  have  improved 
the  service. 

To  the  hasty  ones  who  must  have 
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their  positions  improved  at  once,  I 
commend  the  history  of  other 
brotherhoods  of  railway  employes 
or  our  own  history.  Ten  chances 
to  one,  those  who  can  so  lightly  re- 
gard their  solemn  obligation  to  pay 
their  dues,  et«.,  promptly  know  lit- 
tle of  our  history,  or  of  the  years  of 
jjatient,  persevering  effort  and  the 
sacrifices  made  to  build  up  the 
schedule,  whose  benefits  they  take 
so  greedily  and  look  for  more,  while 
meanly  ceasing  to  chip  in  to  pay 
the  expenses  necessarily  incurred 
to  bring  the  improved  conditions, 
to  which  those  not  helping  to  pay 
for  have  no  honest  claim. 

As  a  case  in  point,  an  organizer 
recently  wrote  in  from  a  road  try- 
ing to  secure  a  schedule  not  yet  al- 
ready a  scheduled  road.  '^The  men 
refuse  to  pay  because  their  hours 
have  been  cut  to  nine,"  thus  mak- 
ing a  ten  per  cent  cut  in  their 
wages;  and  on  a  scheduled  road 
where  the  case  is  before  a  concilia- 
tion commission,  an  organizer  re- 
ports the  case  of  a  man  who  would 
not  pay  until  he  knew  what  '^they" 
were  going  to  do  for  us.  I  would 
not  give  much  for  his  paying,  no 
matter  what  ^'they"  do  for  him, 
and  safe  to  say  this  poor  chap  knows 
nothing  of  the  sacrifices  good  wives, 
mothers  and  husbands  have  made 
to  procure  for  him  the  improved 
conditions  under  which  he  is  work- 
ing, and  which  he  is  unmanly 
enough  it  would  seem,  to  continue 
to  receive  without  having  the  hon- 
esty or  intelligence  to  help  to  pay 
for  and  preserve  them. 

And  what  do  these  thoughtless 
ones,  to  give  them  a  mild  term, 
hope  to  gain  from  becoming  unor- 
ganized?     Presumably,    they   are 


expecting  all  hands  to  do  as  they 
do  and  let  organization  go  by  the 
board.  Then  what!  Well,  my 
prophecy  is  that  very  soon  some- 
thing would  be  doing,  the  railway 
company  taking  the  initiative,  and 
the  working  conditions,  fair  play, 
overtime,  protection  from  injustice 
would  soon  be  wiped  out  and  the 
old  conditions  of  favoritism,  night 
and  Sunday  work  without  pay,  and 
injustice,  without  appeal  or  inves- 
tigation once  more  be  the  order  of 
the  day. 

Why  not?  How  is  it  on  unor- 
ganized roads?  Just  as  it  was  with 
these  short-sighted  grumblers  and 
quitters  before  enough  good  men, 
backed  by  their  good  women  folk, 
made  the  necessary  sacrifice  which 
changed  all  these  wrongs  to  fair 
working  conditions. 

Think,  brothers,  of  these  things 
and  if  there  is  any  flaw  in  this  rea- 
soning I  am  not  aware  of  it  and  be- 
lieve every  word  of  it  just  as  I  send 
it.  Let  me  state  this  proposition — 
Every  man  who  accepts  and  is 
monthly  taking  an  increased  wage 
due  to  the  eflTorts  of  his  fellow 
craftsmen  and  the  good  work  of 
their  representative  committee  or 
protective  board,  and  every  man 
who  expects  to  receive  further  ben- 
efits from  the  same  cause,  should 
be  man  enough  to  pay  his  share  of 
the  expense. 

Is  that  a  fair  proposition?  If  so, 
how  is  your  standing  in  the  organi- 
zation? How  are  you  rated  by  your 
comrades,  a  helper  or  a  sponge?  '*Be 
not  weary  of  well  doing  for  in  due 
time  ye  shall  reap  if  ye  faint  not." 

Hearty  congratulations  to  the 
stout  hearted !  May  their  tribe  in- 
crease. 
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ADJUSTMENT  OP  GRiCVANCeS. 

Once  more  it  seems  necessary  to 
remind  the  members  of  the  fact, 
which  has  often  been  stated  be- 
fore, that  the  first  movement  for 
the  redress  of  an  alleged  grievance 
must  come  from  the  individual 
himself  writing  to  his  superior  of- 
ficer, asking  for  the  reason  of  the 
alleged  grievance  and  an  adjust- 
ment of  it,  doing  the  best  he  can 
tw  secure  it. 

Should  he  fail,  then  it  becomes  a 
duty  of  the  party  aggrieved  to 
take  the  matter  to  his  lodge,  giv- 
ing the  cold,  true  facts,  without 
any  embellishments  or  any  fiction, 
to  the  lodge,  and  it  is  then  up  to 
the  lodge  to  instruct  tlieir  local 
grievance  committee  regarding  it. 
Should  the  lodge  so  order,  the  fur- 
ther eflForts  to  adjust  (should  the 
grievance  committee  fail)  will  be 
found  by  referring  to  the  rules 
governing  the  protective  depart- 
ment in  our  constitution,  beginning 
on  page  88. 

Schedule  revision  should  begin 
in  the  local  lodges.  The  lodges  dis- 
cuss the  matter  and  advise  their 
chairman  and  the  chairman  of  their 
system  division  of  changes  needed, 
as  the  lodge  sees  it,  and  the  reasons 
therefor.  Then  when  the  joint  pro- 
tective board  meets  the  whole  mat- 
ter is  gone  over,  the  different  sug- 
gestions considered  and  the  sched- 
ule then  framed  to  meet,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  amendments  off*ered, 
and  prepared  for  submission  to  the 
officials,  fair  to  employer  and  em- 
ploye. 

The  chairman  of  each  local  griev- 
ance committee  or  local  protective 
board  would  have  a   copy  of  the 


schedule  thus  prepared  for  the  in- 
formation of  his  lodge,  and  thus  all 
hands  be  able  to  intelligently  sup- 
port their  joint  protective  board. 

This  is  given  in  answer  to  some 
correspondence  asking  questions 
relative  to  it,  which  information 
will  probably  be  serviceable  to 
others  than  the  parties  writing, 
hence  its  appearance. 


SECOND-CLASS    NAIUNG    NATTER 
AND   OUK    LEGISLATORS. 

Several  times,  in  the  journal, 
your  attention  has  been  called  by 
President  Lowe  and  myself  to  the 
importance  of  having  you  write 
•your  senator  and  member  of  con- 
gress regarding  the  matter  of  the 
proposed^  increase  in  second-class 
mailing  matter. 

We  wish  to  send  you  a  further 
quickener  in  the  letter  embodied 
in  this  editorial,  from  our  good 
friend  and  brother,  L,  W.  Quick  of 
the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers 
and  chairman  of  the  Association  of 
Editors  of  Official  Organs. 

Let  us  urge  you  to  attend  to  this 
matter  at  once.  It  is  most  impor- 
tant a;id  very  urgent,  and  if  action 
is  to  be  taken  by  you  at  all,  it 
should  be  taken  at  otce,  and  while 
this  refers  to  the  officers  of  the 
subordinate  lodges,  it  is  not  in- 
tended to  apply  to  them  alone,  but 
to  every  member  of  the  organiza- 
tion, and  we  trust  that  each  one  of 
you  will  see  tliat  it  is  your  duty 
to  act  on  the  matter  and  write  to 
your  senator  at  once.  Do  this  re- 
gardless of  what  your  politics  or  his 
may  be,  and  DO  IT  TODAY. 

The  following  is  the  letter,  ad- 
dressed to  the  editors  of  all  railway 
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journals,     indeed,    of     all     labor 

journals : 

**EDiT0it8  Official  Journals  : 

*' Brothers— On  June  18  last,  I 
addressed  a  communication  to  you 
in  regard  to  the  ruling  of  the  post 
oflBce  department  in  the  matter  of 
second-class  mail  privileges  as  ap- 
plied to  our  trades  journals,  and 
incorporated  in  that  communica- 
tion copy  of  a  bill  that  had  been 
passed  by  the  house  of  rei)re8enta- 
tives,  known  as  house  bill  No. 
22,289,  and  urged  that  all  inter- 
ested use  their  influence  with  their 
senators  to  endeavor  to  have  the 
bill  passed  before  the  recess  of 
congress.  That  bill  was  not  passed 
by  the  senate,  but  is  still  in  com- 
mittee of  that  body.  Unless  this 
bill  is  passed  by  the  senate  and 
signed  by  the  president  on  or  be- 
fore March  4,  it  dies,  and  would 
have  to  be  reintroduced  in  the 
house  at  its  next  session. 

'*In  the  meantime,  the  new  third 
assistant  postmaster-general  has 
announced  his  intention  of  stand- 
ing by  the  ruling  of  his  predecessor 
in  regard  to  our  journals  and  carry- 
ing that  ruling  into  effect.  There- 
fore, it  is  of  the  highest  importance 
that  house  bill  No,  22,239,  which 
was  passed  by  the  house  last  sum- 
mer, should  be  passed  by  the 
United  States  senate  before  its  ad- 
journment, and  that  that  bill  should 
become  a  law,  which  will  relieve 
our  journals  of  the  embarrassment 
caused  by  the  ruling  of  the  third  as- 
sistant postmaster-general.  There- 
fore, I  am  taking  the  liberty  of 
calling  this  matter  to  your  atten- 
tion, and  would  urge  that  you  do 
everything  possible  to  secure  the 
passage  of  this  bill  in  the  senate. 


Write  your  senators  at  once.  Yours 
fraternally,  **L.  W.  QmcK, 
''Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer." 
Let  me  add  just  one  more  word 
and  repeat  what  already  has  been 
said,  WRITE  AT  ONOE  AND  DO 
IT  TODAY. 


WILL   DISCUSS  ttftCAT   PKOBLENS. 

Representatives  from  thirty-four 
states  will  attend  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  National  Civic  Federa- 
tion on  January  12,  18  and  14,  to 
consider  a  plan  for  uniform  state 
legislation.  Theodore  Roosevelt, 
Secretary  Franklin  Mac Veagh,  Sen- 
ator Oummins,  Alton  B.  Parker, 
Andrew  Oarnegie  and  Seth  Low 
are  among  the  speakers.  Some  of 
the  topics  of  this  meeting  which 
will  be  discussed  are,  the  *'Kegu- 
lation  of  Combinations  and  Quasi 
Public  Utilities,"  ''Compensation 
for  Industrial  Accidents,"  '^Arbi- 
tration and  Profit  Sharing,"  "Me- 
diation in  Public  Utilities"  and 
"Labor  Disputes." 

Governor  Hadley  of  Missouri  in- 
dorses the  platform.  Governor  Mar- 
shall of  Indiana  also  favors  the 
movement. 

"On  tlie  subject  of  "Workmen's 
Compensation, "  a  proposed  uniform 
bill  will  be  presented  by  the  Fed- 
eration's Department  on  Compen- 
sation for  Industrial  Accidents  and 
their  Prevention.  This  department 
included  in  its  membership  600 
large  employers  of  labor,  working- 
men,  members  of  the  nine  official 
state  commissions  on  this  subject, 
members  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Uniform  State  Law  Com- 
missioners in  thirty-eight  states,  a 
committee   of  the    American   Bar 
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Association  and  representatives 
from  eighteen  state  bar  associa- 
tions. 

The  first  draft  of  the  uniform  bill 
was  sent  to  2,000  representative 
employers,  labor  leaders,  insurance 
experts  and  lawyers,  other  than 
the  members  of  the  department, 
for  their  criticisms  and  suggestions. 
As  a  result,  the  second  draft  is  now 
being  prepared,  with  amendments 
in  the  light  of  the  criticisms  offered, 
and  this  amended  draft  will  be 
brought  before  the  annual  meeting 
for  final  action.  This  department 
will  also  present  a  model  safety  act 
for  uniform  state  legislation  for  the 
proper  safeguarding  of  machinery, 
ventilation  and  other  provisions  re- 
lating to  the  safety  of  life  and  limb. 

The  subject  of  '^Mediation  and 
Arbitration  of  Industrial  Disputes' ' 
will  be  considered  by  representa- 
tive employers,  wage  earners  and 
students  of  the  subject  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  public.  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  State  Boards  of  Mediation 
and  Arbitration,  which  organiza- 
tion represents  twenty-six  states, 
will  also  participate  in  this  discus- 
sion. There  will  be  proposed  an 
amendment  to  state  mediation  laws 
relative  to  prevention  of  strikes  in 
street  railways,  gas,  electrie  light 
and  other  public  utilities,  which  is 
practically  an  adaptation  of  the 
Erdman  federal  act  to  state  and 
municipal  utilities.  It  is  under 
the  Erdman  act  that  threatened 
conflicts  between  the  great  railroad 
systems  and  the  brotherhoods  of 
railroad  employes  have  been  avoid- 
ed 80  successfully  the  past  few 
years,  but  it  applies  only  to  inter- 
state railroads. 


Tttef(CWB.OPLe.SCALL 


Press  advices,  dated  Chicago, 
December  24,  state  that  a  settle- 
ment has  been  reached  by  the 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engin- 
eers and  the  railway  managers  on 
sixty-one  railways.  Through  the 
intervention  and  mediation  of  Hon. 
Ohas.  P.  Neill,  a  general  increase 
10  1-8  per  cent  was  had,  which  on 
normal  service  amounts  to  about  40 
cents  per  day.  The  specific  figures 
in  wages  are  as  follows : 

On  passenger  service,  40  cents  a 
day;  on  suburban  service,  40  cents 
a  day ;  40  cents  a  day  on  through 
freight,  except  on  engines  weigh- 
ing 215,000  pounds  on  the  drivers, 
on  which  an  additional  differential 
of  25  cents  a  day;  also  on  engines 
of  the  mallet  type  an  additional 
differential  of  75  cents  to  $1;  on 
pushers,  helpers,  wreckers,  work- 
trains,  snow  plows  and  mixed  trains, 
40  cents  a  day. 

Up  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Neill's  ar- 
rival on  the  scene,  the  engineers 
were  seeking  practically  17  per 
cent  increase  on  the  old  pay,  and 
the  railways  had  agreed  to  a  raise 
of  approximately  9 1-2 percent,  and 
there  they  hung. 

When  the  conference  was  begun 
Mediator  Neill  announced  that  his 
efforts  were  about  concluded,  and 
that  unless  the  conferees  reached  a 
settlement  that  day  there  was  little 
use  of  his  remaining  in  Chicago. 

Visions  of  arbitration  under  the 
Erdman  act  on  the  one  hand,  and 
of  a  long,  destructive  strike  on  the 
other,  brought  the  opponents  to- 
gether within  an  hour  after  the 
conference  began. 

Warren  E.  Stone,  grand  chief  en- 
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gineer,  gave  out  the  following  let- 
ter regarding  the  settlement: 

'^Charles  P.  Neill.  Dear  Sir- 
Replying  to  your  favor  of  even 
date,  wherein  you  submit  for  our 
consideration  a  proposition  em- 
bodying the  terms  by  which  a  set- 
tlement may  be  reached  of  the  dif- 
ferences existing  between  the  con- 
ference committee  of  the  Western 
railway  managers  and  the  Brother- 
hood of  Locomotive  Engineers,  we 
beg  to  advise  as  follows : 

''After  thoroughly  considering 
tlie  proposal  and  the  question  in 
its  entirety,  we  are  of  the  opinion 
the  oflFer  will  not  yield  the  engin- 
eers campensation  commensurate 
with  the  services  performed,  and  it 
is  with  extreme  reluctance  we  in- 
form you  it  will  be  accepted. 

''In  this  connection,  we  are 
prompted  to  accept  the  proposition 
through  the  influence  of  yourself 
and  a  desire  on  our  part  to  avert 
a  calamity  that  would  bring 
suffering  and  loss  on  a  large  num' 
ber  of  people  who  are  not  parties  to 
the  controversy. 

"With  these  facts  in  mind,  you 
are  hereby  authorized  to  eifectj  a 
settlement  in  accordance  with  the 
proposed  t^rms  in  your  favor  of 
December  24,  1910.  Yours  respect- 
fully, "Warren  8.  Stone." 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 

JOINT  PKOTCaiVe  50ARDS. 


We  regret  to  say  that  our  good 
brother  and  most  energetic  grand 
secretary-treasurer  is  al)sent,  owing 
to  illness.  We  hopefully  expect  the 
rest  from  the  cares  of  office  will 
bring  him  back  in  vigorous  health, 
and  if  tlie  prayers  and  g(M)d  wishes 
of  the  craft  at  headquarters  pre- 
vail, we  will  soon  be  welcoming  him 
back  again. 


Joint  protective  boards  will  not 
fail  to  provide  funds  for  their  sys- 
tem division  work,  as  per  the  pres- 
ident's recent  reminder  of  the 
necessity  for  each  system  providing 
for  their  own  needs. 


THE  LADIES'  AUXILIARY. 

Will  our  lodges  in  Maine  not^e 
President  Smith's  visit  to  their 
good  state  and  give  her  all  the  aid 
in  their  power  to  make  her  visit 
pleasant  and  profitable  to  both  the 
Auxiliary,  the  Brotherhood  and  the 
good  sisters. 


Owmo  to  Brother  Pegg's  absence 
from  headquarters,  having  taken  a 
much  needed  rest,  the  Technical 
Department  is  omitted  from  this 
issue  of  the  Advocate.  As  Broth- 
er Pegg  has  made  an  iron-clad  i*ule 
that  all  communications  must  reach 
this  office  on  proper  time  in  order 
to  insure  insertion,  we  are  giving 
him  a  dose  of  his  own  medicine  by 
going  to  press  without  his  technical 
matter. 


To  B.  ife  M.  Members — Chairman 
R.  H.  Crawford  has  called  my  at- 
tention to  some  omissions  which 
should  have  appeared  in  the  book 
of  schedules  and  rules  of  the  B.  & 
M.  system  division.  The  last  clause 
of  Section  2  should  read,  ''If  five 
(5)  hours  are  worked  at  least  one 
day's  time  will  be  allowed."  Sec- 
tion 8  last  clause  should  read, 
''Positions  will  be  considered  per- 
manent when  it  is  known  that  work 
to  be  done  will  take  at  least  sixty 
days." 
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THE  LCNieUX  ACT. 

While  at  first  our  organization 
stood  almost  alone  in  approving  of 
the  Lemieux  act  as  a  decided  im- 
provement over  the  strike  method 
of  settling  a  wage  controversy,  it  is 
safe  to  say  it  has  now  the  indorse- 
ment of  the  chief  railway  organiza- 
tions. To  those  who  think  its  de- 
lay an  objectionable  feature,  it 
may  well  be  replied  that  its  delays 
are  not,  and  need  not,  be  any  more 
protracted  than  an  average  strike. 
The  advantage  of  the  Lemieux 
method  in  Canada  and  the  Erdman 
act  style  for  the  employes  to  whom 
it  refers  in  the  United  States  is 
this:  That  during  the  period  of 
hearings  of  the  parties  before  the 
board  and  the  time  of  the  commis- 
sioners taken  up  in  considering 
what  the  award  shall  be,  all  hands 
are  at  work,  the  daily  wage  is  be- 
ing earned,  the  pot  kept  boiling, 
and  while  there  is  suspense  and 
probably  anxious  thought  as  to  what 
the  award  may  bring,  it  is  not  the 
same  kind  of  anxiety  endured  when 
the  participants  in  a  strike  are  con- 
sidering what  the  outcome  of  th6 
strike  may  be.  Think  seriously  of 
these  things  and  the  result  is  cer- 
tain to  be  a  decision  in  favor  of  a 
settlement  by  a  method  where  the 
merits  of  the  question  have  full 
chance  of  being  heard.  A  strike 
touches  but  slightly  the  merits  of 
the  case,  being  usually  a  trial  of 
strength,  the  justice  of  the  case 
not  always  bringing  success.  Or- 
ganized labor  should  be  the  advo- 
cate of  fair  play  in  all  things,  and 
above  all  should  stand  for  such  a 
fair  method  of  settling  controver- 
sies as  arbitration,   and  resort  to 


force  should  be  the  last  thing,  not 
merely  a  matter  of  the  lips,  but  as 
a  working  principle.  Have  those 
who  oppose  the  Lemieux  or  Erd- 
man acts  anything  better  than  a 
strike  to  substitute  for  them?  If 
so,  what  is  it? 


C  P.  R.  SYSTEM  DUES. 

Forms  are  being  sent  to  secreta- 
ry-treasurers on  the  0.  P.  R.  Sys- 
tem instructing  them  to  send  a 
statement  to  Treasurer  Noyes  of  the 
amount  of  system  division  dues  re- 
mitted monthly  by  secretary-treas- 
urers to  Grand  Secretary-Treasurer 
Pegg.  System  division  and  all  oth- 
er monies  will  as  usual  be  remitted 
by  express  or  postoffice  money  or- 
der, check,  etc.  to  Brother  Pegg, 
but  the  form  sent  to  Brother  Noyes 
will  show  the  amount  of  0.  P.  R. 
system  division  dues  so  remitted, 
thus  making  a  record  of  the  amount 
of  these  dues  accruing  to  the  0.  P. 
R.  System. 


PHOTOGRAPHS. 


Many  of  our  members  are  under 
the  impression  that  any  sort  of  a 
photograph  will  answer  for  purpose 
of  reproduction.  In  order  to  secure 
good  results  we  must  have  a  good 
well-printed,  clean  photograph. 
Many  of  the  photographs  we  have 
published  are  not  at  all  satisfactory, 
but  in  deference  to  general  demand 
we  have  used  them. 

Our  members  therefore,  will  un- 
derstand, if  they  become  impatient 
at  not  seeing  a  picture  reproduced 
as  soon  as  they  would  like,  that 
they  will  have  to  take  their  turn  in 
the  order  in  which  the  picture  is 
received  in  this  oflSce. 
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BOLL  or  HONOR. 


During  the  period  from  December 
19,  1910,  to  January  19,  1911,  lodge 
secretaries  have  sent  in  the  follow- 
ing new  applications: 

NO.  NAME  IMCREABE 

142  St.  Paul  Star 30 

123  Pioneer 20 

146  Chicago  and  Western  Indiana 13 

285  Worcester 13 

278  Hoosac  Tunnel 12 

120  Boston 11 

317  Greenfield 10 

22  Manitowoc - 9 

114  Progressive 8 

112  Indiana  Harbor 7 

125  Medicine  Hat 7 

The  Honor  Roll  is  headed  this 
month  by  one  of  our  youngest  rep- 
resentatives, Brother  Gauthier.  Ho 
not  only  heads  the  list  but  has  bro- 
ken the  previous  best  record  of  col- 
lections for  one  month.  All  are 
doing  fairly  well  and  it  is  just  pos- 
sible the  best  workers  in  the  Honor 
Roll  for  January  will  have  to  hustle 
or  see  a  new  name  head  the  list. 

Tlios.  Gauthier...62    D.  N.  Veins 17 

S.  Riccio 46    A.  BeH 16 

E.  De Decker 41    W\  S.  Powell 13 

H.W.  Johnson    .  23    W.  H.  Hull  12 

C.  Peterson 20    Chas  Lyon,  Jr 9 

Individual  workers  '  sending  in 
applications  is  a  good  sign.  Co- 
operation, brothers,  is  tlie  order  of 
the  day.  All  at  it,  and  always  at 
it,  is  a  splendid  motto.  Adopt  it, 
live  it,  and  thus  fulfill  ycnir  duty  to 
your  conscience  and  the  Brother- 
hood. 

P.  F.  Muller,  Blue  Island,  111 4 

J.  E  Tucker,  Lynchburg,   Va 3 

Jos.  Cadone.  Whitehall,  N.  Y JS 

Chas.  Ross,  Brandt,  Pa 2 

J.  Courtland,  St.  Louis,  Mo 1 

J.  McOracken,  Martindale  Depot,  N.  Y.  1 

J  Brumfield,  Whites  Creek,  W.  Va 1 

W.  S.  Holmberff,  LeBlanc,  La 1 

J.  M.  Pittman,  Lula,  Ga 1 

J.  McRae  Wirth.  Ceredo,  W' .  Va 1 

D.  P.  Langlev,  Childersburg,  Ala 1 

N.  A.  McCall,  Cullen,  Va 1 

G.  A.  Ketchie,  Chinagrove,  N.  C 1 

New  members  from  December  19, 


1910,  to  January  19,   1911,    inclu- 
sive: 

United  States 426 

Canada 247 

ToUl -.  673 


PRIZE  WINNERS. 


The  prize  winners  for  the  moutli 
(»f  January  are  as  follows: 

Journal  Agents — "'Oeredo,  W. 
Va.,"  page  36. 

Members— ^^Ross,  Ky,"  F.  M. 
Oreasy,  page  26. 

Ladies— ^'Woodstock,  N.  B.,'* 
Mrs.  Laura  Dorey,  page  69. 

Girls— ''Marion,  Va.,"  Miss. 
Ruby  Branch,  page  68. 

Boys — ''Akis,Ga.,"  Jno.  Oooglen. 
page  49. 

Organizers — No  comeptition. 

OBITUARY. 

GALZONE— November,  1910.  at  707  Cam- 
bridge St..  Cambridge.  Mass.,  Bro.  S. 
Galzone,  Cert.  No.  81507 ;  Lodge  No.  120. 

HANEY— January  17,  1911,  Yorkville. 
lU.,  Bro.  Patrick  Haney,  Cert.  No.  45, 
Lodge  No.  1. 

SCHOBELOCK— December  20,  1910,  at 
South  Watt  St.,  Chillicothe,  O.,  Bro. 
Jacob  Schobelock,  Cert.  No.  a2184S. 
Lodge  No.  160. 

CONWAY— December  27,  1910,  at  Win- 
chester, N.  H.,  Bro.  J.  J.  Conwav, 
Cert.  No.  44926,  Lodge  No.  402. 

GALVIN— December  17.  1910,  at  11  Me- 
chanic  St.,  Waltham,  Mass.,  Bro.  Tim- 
othv  Galvin,  Cert.  No.  61418,  Lodge 
No.  120. 

WOODWORTH— December  20,  1910,  at 
Chicago,  III..  Bro.  Harry  Woodworth, 
Cert.  No.  a20137  Cly bourn  Lodge  No. 
246. 


Our  sympathies  goes  out  this 
morning  to  Organizer  Brother  T. 
Gauthier  and  family,  who  was  re- 
cently called  home  to  what  proreil 
to  be  the  death  bed  of  his  father. 
May  the  consolation  given  to  the 
stricken  family  by  Him  who  best 
knows  how  to  heal  the  wounded 
heart  be  abundantly  bestowed. 
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THE  BROTHERHOOD  THERMOMETER. 
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A  big  change  has  taken  place  among  the  lodges 
that  appeared  in  stem  of  the  Thermometer  last 
month,  only  four  remaining  this  month,  with  Cly- 
boum  Lodge  No.  246,  as  usual,  topping  the  list. 
Boston  Lodge  No.  120  is  holding  its  own,  claiming 
second  position,  with  Chicago  and  Western  Indiana 
No.  146.  Eagle  Bridge  No.  467  and  St.  Paul  No.  142 
close  up,  just  a  few  points  separating  them.  The 
strangers  to  make  their  debut  in  the  Roll  of  Honor 
column  are  St.  Paul  Star  No.  142  and  Royal  No.  417, 
which  bespeaks  very  well  for  them,  and  still  greater 
gains  may  be  looked  for.  But  yon  can't  keep  a  good 
lodge  down,  and  by  the  time  the  next  month  rolls 
by  the  secretaries  of  those  lodges  that  formerly 
occupied  coveted  positions  will  be  making  strenuous 
efforts  to  regain  lost  laurels. 

Vermilion  Bay  Lodge  No.  132  has  the  first  posi- 
tion in  the  bulb,  while  Kenova  Lodge  No.  67,  which 
occupied  tenth  position  in  the  stem,  is  second. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  members  of  those 
lodges  that  have  taken  such  a  tumble  will  pay  up 
their  dues  immediately,  thereby  restoring  confidence 
in  those  who  have  already  done  so. 

NUMBER  NAME  MEMBERS 

132 Vermilion  Bay 70 

67 Kenova 69 

87 Greensboro 67 

327 Star  Light 64 

128 Fort  William 56 

317 Greenfield - 55 

181 Nelson 52 

238 Rat  Portage 49 

273 Richlands 49 

390 Mt.   Kilbum 47 

102 Ronceverte 45 

111 Kanawha 45 

125 Medicine  Hat 45 

229 Cranbrook  45 

20 Champlain 44 

150 Scioto 44 

36 Columbia 43 

41 Clinton 43 

78 West  Concord 43 

591 Manchester. - 42 
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GRAND    LODGE    OFFICERS. 


A.B.  Lowe.  Grand  President;  Vanol  Building.  St. 

Louis,  Mo. 

GRAND  VICE-PRESIDENTS. 
A.  F.  8TOUT.  Ivanhoe.  Ont. 
W.  S.  PowEix,  808  Pearson  si..  Greensboro.  N.  C. 
M.  J.  Powers.  Vanol  Building.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
H.  A.  VuRPiA.  889  N.  Central  Park  av..  Chicago.  III. 
Hy  Irwin,  box  156.  Portage  la  Prairie.  Man. 
Geo.  B.  Jbnnbss.  box  22,  South  Danbury.  N.  H. 
Samuel  J.  Pboo.   Grand  Secretary-Treasurer  and 

Manager  Official  Organ;  Vanol   Btdlding.   Ht. 

Louis.  Mo. 
Judge  Wm.  Zachritz.  Solicitor.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
J.  S.  Eastman,  Chaplain,  Pompanoosuc.  Vt. 
Ai£X.  GiBB,  Grand  Inner  Sentinel,  Vanol  Building 

St.  Iiouis,  Mo. 
Walter  A.  Sprinokr.  Grand  Outer  Sentinel.  Vanol 

Building,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 
W.  H.  NoYBS.  Chmn :  86  Wright  ave..  Toronto.  Ont. 
George  Sbau  Sec.,  box  391,  Portage  la  Prairie.  Man. 
J.  £.  Smith,  Littleton.  Mass. 
O.  H.  Flynt.  406  Garrell  St..  Greensboxo,  N.  C. 
T.  J.  O'DoNNEUL.,  Hernando.  Miss. 
ORGANIZERS. 
Bell.  A.  Layne.  J.  T. 

Byrd.  O.  E.  Powers.  T.  C. 

Crotty,  Wm.  Peterson,  Chas. 

DeDecker  E.  Stokes.  H.B. 

Davis.  J.  F.  Sullivan.  J.  J. 

Farren  R.  B.  .   Turnbull,  W.  B. 

Gauthier.  Ttios.  Viens,  D.  N. 

Hull.  W.  H.  Walsh.  N.  W. 

Johnson.  H.  W.  Wynn.  C.  M. 

Keays.  Geo.  Wright,  Gus 

LADIES  AUXILIARY   TO  THE  L  B.  M.  W.  I. 
Mrs.  Cora  B.  Smith.  Grand  President.  Canaan. N.  H. 
Mrs.  Geo.  B.  Jennbss.  Grand  Secretary-Treasurer 
box  22.  South  Danbury,  N.  H. 


List  of  General  Chairmen. 


A..  B.  A  A.— J.  D.  Holt.G.  C,  701  East  Magnolia  st.. 

Fitzgerald.  Ga. ;  J.  K.  Rodgers.  Sec'y,  Wray.  Ga. 
Bangor  &  Aroostook— John  Turner.  Jr..  G.  C  55 

Franklin  av..  Houlton.  Me. ;  W.  S.  Neal.  Sec'y. 

RFD  8.  Bangor.  Me. 
Boston  A  Albany— P.  F.  Quinlan.  G.  C.  careT.  M. 

C.  A., Springfield.  Mass.:  John  F.  Foley,  Sec'y. 

box  64.  Rochdale.  Mass. 
B.  &0.  S.-W.— Wm.  Teepe.  G.  C.  R.  F  D.  6.  North 

Vernon.  Ind. :  E.  D.  Schleyer.  Sec'y.  605  Olive  St.. 

ChiJlicothe,  O. 

B.  &  O.  Chi.  Ter.  R.  R.— M.  B.  Owen,  G.  C,  4531  Sac- 

ramento av..  Chicago,  111. 
Baltimore  &  Ohio— W.  J.  Glenn.  Sec'y,  415  Merchant 

St..  Fairmount.  W.  Va. 
Boston  &  Maine— R.    H.   Crawford.  G.  C.  box   82 

Melrose.  N.  Y. :   W.  S.  Kenniston.  Sec'y.  No.  4 

R.R.  square.  Concord,  N.  H. 
Omadian  Northern— F.  H.  Fljozdal.  G.  C.  box  294. 

Warroad,  Minn. :  John  Henry,  Sec'y.  1168  4th  it.. 

Edmonton.  Alta. 
Canadian  Northern  in  Ontario— G.  H.  Nason.  G.  C, 

Parry  Sound  Ont. 
Canadian  Northern  Quebec  Ry.— H.  St.  Cyr,  L'Epi- 

phanie.  Que. 
Canadian  pacific— Wm.  Dorey.  G.  C.  Woodstock. 

N.  B.      D.  Campbell.     Sec'y  for   Eastern  dlv.. 

10  Thornton  ave..  London.  Ont. ;  Geo.  Seal.  Sec'y 

for  Western  div.,  box  891,  Portage  la  Prairie.  Man. 
Qwolina.  Clinchfield  A  Ohio— C.  C.  Williams.  G.  C. 

St.  Paul.  Va. :  C.  J.  Jones.  Sec'y.  Yuma.  Va. 
Central  of  Georgia— D.  G.  Borom.  Round  Oak,  Ga. ; 

P.  M.  Lesuenr.  Sec'y..  Opelika.  Ala. 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio— J.  B.Pugh.G.  C.  RFD  6  box  Al. 

Richmond.Va. ;  J.  W.  Brown,  Sec'y.  Griffith.  Va. 
Chicago  Junction— Jno.  Baker.  G.  C.  5014  Center  av., 

Chicago.  111. ;  Jas.  Consodine,  Sec'y.  8834  Wood 

St..  Chicago.  ID. 

C,  M.  &-St.  P.— Jas.  Browder.  o.  c  R.F.D.  1.  box  17 
Griggs.  Okla. 

Chi.  &  W.  Ind.— A.  M.  Ahr.  g.  c,    2819  .5th  av..  Chi- 
cago. 111. 

C.  &  N.  W.— Geo.  Bleimes.  Temp.  o.  c.  5823  Cedar 
St..  Austin  8ta.,  Chicago.  111. 

Delaware  &  Hudson— George  Smith,  G.  C,  Meadow- 
dale,  N.  Y. 

Dominion  Atlantic— M.  Kennedy.  G.  C.  Waterville, 
N.  S. :  M.  H.  McCurdy.  Sec'y.  Old  Bams,  N.  8. 

D..  S.  8.  &  A.— J.  n    Albright.  G.  C.  Sand  River, 
Mich. :  Q.  B.  Wild.  Wetmore.  Mich. 

D..  T.  &  I.— J.  G.  Keepers  G  C,  143  First  st.,  Green- 
field. O. 

Esq.  &  Nan.  Ry.— F.  Harper.  G.  C,  Maywood  P.  O. 
Victoria.  B.  C. ;  E.  Sketch,  Sec'y,  WellTngton.  B.C. 

Pla.  East  Coast— O.  H.  Baggott,  G.  C.  Port  Orange, 
Fla  ;  L.  S.Stone.  Sec'y.  Hobe Sound.  Fla. 

Ga  Ry.— J.  T.  Ivey,  G.  C,  R.F.  D.  2.  Thomson.  Ga. 

Georgia  &  Florida— J.  T.  Massey.  G.  C.  Valdosta 
Ga. :  John  Dyall,  Sec'y.  Douglas,  Ga. 


Grand  Trunk  Pacific— A.Barker,  G.C..  bx  580  Portage 

la  Prairie.  Man.;  J.  Wild,  Sec'y.  Melville.  Sa^ 
G.  8.  &  F.  Ry.— M.  McCormack.  G.  C  Arabi.  Ga. 
Halifax  &  8.  W.— Geo.  N.  Pox.  G.  C,  Bast  Pubnioo. 

N.  S. ;  R.  Feener,  Sec'y.  Bridgewater.  N.  8. 
Illinois  Central— W.  M.  Smith.  G.  C,  8650  Vernon  av., 

Chicago,  111. 
Intercolonial  &  P.  E.  I.— Geo.  W.  Murray.  G.  C 

Truro.  N.  S. :  J.  McGilHvray,  Sec'y.  17  Castle  St.. 

St.  John.  N.  B. 
Indiana  Harbor-J.  Bloom.  G.  C,  111  Broadway.  Blue 

Island  111. :  Frank  Schneidei*.  Sec'y.  419  Plummer 

av.,  Hammond.  Ind. 
Macon  &   Birmingham— W.   N.  Clements.   G.   C.. 

Thomaston,  Ga. 
Maine  Central— C.  C.  Allen.  G.  C.  Lincoln  Center, 

Me.:  Alex.  McMinn.  115  Winter  st..  Lewii^toii.Me. 
Michigan  Central— O.  Gillett  V.  C.  Lawton.  Mich.; 

W.  Ruess.  sec'y..  814N.Park  St..  Kalamazoo.  Midi. 
M..  St.  P.  A  S.  8.  M.  (SooLine)— L.  Norby.G.C, 

R.  F.  D.  I.  box  4.  White  Bet\T  Lake.  Minn. 
Mobile  &  Ohio— J.  M.  Young.  Q.  C  1720  N.  3d  bU, 

c^olumbus.  Miss. :  C.  L.Hale.  Sec'y  Columbus.  Ky. 
Norfolk  &  Southern— E.  D.  Finer.  G.  C,  Northwest, 

Va. ;  J.  T.  Phillips.  Sec'y.  502  E.  2d  St..  Washing. 

ton.  N.  C. 
Norfolk  &  Western- T.  H.  Oerrey.  G.  C,  R.F.D.  2. 

box  5,  Walnut  Cove.  N.  C. :  J.  P.  Stuart,  No.  8, 

Baldwin  ave..  Bluefield,  W.  Va. 
New   Brunswick  Southern— B.  F.    Austin,  (.actinc 

ch'm).  ainch's  Mills.  N.  B. 
N.  O..  M.  &  C— H.  L.  Barfield.  G.  C.  Beaumont, 

Miss. ;  H.  I.  Nicholson.  Sec'y.  Bay  Springs.  Miss. 
Pere  Marquette— Frank  King,  G.  C,  Sombra,  Oni. ; 

H.  McLaughlin.  Sec'y.  Highgate.  Ont. 
Quebec  Cen.— J.  A,  I^^essard.  G.  C.  Beauce  Jet..  Que. 
Quebec  &  L.  St.  John— J.  G.  Greffard,  G.  C  St.  Raj- 

mond.  Que. 
Queen  &  Crescent— I.  Riseden.  G.  C.  Dayton.  Tena. 
Seaboard  Air  Line— R.  D.  Bradley.  G.  C  box  108.  Bo- 

gart.  Ga. :  M.  C.  Sutton.  Sec'y.,  Vidalia.  Ga, 
Somerset  Ry.— E.  E.  Clark.  G.  C.  Madison.   Me.: 

E.  Pierce.  Sec'y.  box  253.  Bingham.  Me. 
Southern  Ry.— M.  Johnson.  G.  C  Lynch  Station, 

Va. :  A.  L.  Eppa,  Sec'y.  Almond.  N.  C. 
Southern  Pacific  « Atlantic  Division)— J.  \.  Holland 

G.    C.   Haasville.  La.:    G.  W.  Stewart.   .Sec'y 

Lafayette.  La. 
Southern  Pacific  (G..  H.  &  S.  A.  and  T.  &  N.  O.^ — 

C.  Huddleston.  Sec'y.  Rosenberg.  Tex. 
Southern  Pacific  (H.  &  T.  C.  and  H.,  E.  &  W.  T.)— 

A.  D.  Doerge,  Sec'y.  box  484.  Navasota.  Tex. 
T.  A  N.  O.— D.  A.  Little.  G.  C,  Kngl^art.  Ont; 

C.  Baker,  Sec'y.  Englehart,  Ont. 
Union  Pacific— Chas.  8.  Boulter.  G.  C,  box  97.   La 

Salle.  Colo. :  Chas.  Watkins.  Sec'y.  4640  Gilpin  st^ 

Denver,  Colo. 
Va.  Ry .— P.  J.  Noonan.  G.C. .  bx  458.Prinoeton.  W.  Va. 
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A-Rail  Unto  the  Silent  Places. 

Railroading  in  Canada  north  is  open- 
ing up  the  silent  places.  The  old  frontier 
ideas  which  we  conjured  up  when  we 
read  of  Winnipeg  and  Edmonton,  the 
pictures  of  the  cowboys  and  cattle  thieves 
that  the  mind  was  apt  to  frame  as  we 
thought  of  Medicine  Hat  and  of  Moose 
Jaw  are  sadly  out  of  place,  and  in  their 
stead  today,  North-Central  Canada, 
once  West  Canada  before  the  days  when 
one  got  west  of  the  Rockies,  is  a-hum 
with  the  whirr  of  industry  and  smiling 
under  the  tiller's  hand. 

Not  content  with  that,  they  are  open- 
ing still  more  of  the  silent  places. 

There  is  one  railway  in  that ,  section 
which  is  making  for  itself  the  claim  of 
a  mile  a  day  for  a  dozen  years  and  its 
end  is  not  yet. 

The  go^l  now  set  is  Hudson  Bay. 

In  fact  ever  since  the  era  of  railway 
development  struck  Canada  West  it  is 
remarkable  with  what  ease  and  compar- 
ative comfort  one  can  now  get  away  up 
beyond  the  Arctic  Circle. 

One  of  the  most  reliable  authorities  on 
transportation  in  the  silent  places  sets 
this  out  for  us  as  follows : 

* 'Leaving  Ottawa,"  he  says,  **it  is  a 
matter  of  not  exceeding  four  days  by  the 
Canadian  Pacific  to  Calgary,  once  an 
outpost  of  man's  advance.  One  day 
more  and  the  Calgary  and  Edmonton 
Railway  has  you  at  Edmonton,  the  old 
western  frontier  of  school  geography 
days. 

**There,  then,  for  a  time,  you  quit  the 
railway.  By  horse  one  covers  the  hun- 
dred miles  to  Athabasca  Landing,  and, 
according  to  weather  and  condition  of 
the  trails,  this  may  take  from  three  to 
four  days.  If  one  times  himself  to  reach 
the  landing  June  1st  he  will  catch  the 
steamer  Athabascan  and  can  descend  to 
Qrand  Rapids  in  this. 

** Again,  then,  there  are  three  are  four 


days'  travel  to  McMorray,  where  the 
steamer  Qrahame  connects.  One  day 
more  and  it  has  you  at  Chipewy an ;  an- 
other and  you  are  at  Smith's  Landing; 
a  third  finds  you  at  Smith's,  or,  in  fact, 
you  might  by  good  luck  arrive  at  this  ' 
last  named  point  the  same  evening. 
There,  then,  the  steamer  Wrigley  leaves 
bound  for  McPherson,  its  time  of  de- 
parture dated  about  the  last  of  June  or 
the  first  of  July,  and  needing  from  a 
week  to  eight  days  for  the  voyage.  The 
boat  will  carry  one  down  to  the  delta  or 
again  on  to  the  Arctic  coast — not  alone 
this,  but  along  that  coast  for  some  ways. 
-  •*In.brief  there — for,  it  is  evident  that 
one  can  reach  the  Arctic  Ocean  from 
Ottawa  in  twenty-three  days  and  per- 
haps less.  The  return,  on  the  other 
hand,  requires  forty. 

**As  to  the  country,  those  who  know 
it  best  summarize  it  as  twelve  hundred 
miles  of  beautiful  prairie  country  that 
extends  on  almost  to  Athabasca  Landing; 
and  from  the  landing  to  the  Arctic  Ocean, 
something  like  eighteen  hundred  miles, 
there  is  ordinary  river  navigation,  ex- 
cepting for  a  few  miles  on  Lake  Atha- 
basca, and  again,  at  the  most,  say  a 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  on  Qreat 
Slave  Lake. 

**A11  the  way  to  the  Arctic  Coast,*'  to 
quote  the  cicerone,  "there  is  timber  and 
plant  life,  as  in  better  known  Canada, 
although  the  absence  of  many  familiar 
trees  and  the  increased  duration  of  day- 
light alone  make  one  realize  that  he  has 
gone,  in  all,  some  four  thousand  miles 
of  Ottawa — sixteen  hundred  miles,  as 
the'bird  flies,  to  the  north  of  it. 

'*And  the  cost  of  the  trip,  at  the  max- 
imum, it  is  say,  three  hundred  dollars. 

**North  of  Edmonton,"  one  is  advised, 
'* the  steamers  have  no  regular  time  of 
sailing,  being  governed  by  the  needs  of 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  and  the  trans- 
port facilities  over  other  parts  of  the 
route." 
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That,  then,  is  the  transportation  of  to- 
day to  the  edge  of  the  polar  seas. 

Now,  however,  fi^om  Edmonton  the 
railway  is  proposed  to  go  on  north,  per- 
haps a  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  to  the 
landing  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  on 
the  Athabasca  river.  Thence  navigation 
by  sturgeon  boats  and  flat-bottomed 
steamers  of  the  H.  B.  0.  should  take  one 
to  the  Arctic  Ocean  by  the  Athabasca 
and  the  lake,  a  hundred  and  eighty-five 
miles  in  length,  bearing  the  same  name. 
Bat,  of  these  railways  into  the  old  silent 
places. 

One  may  well  begin  the  exploration  of 
the  system  with  Winnipeg. 

You  leave  Duluth  in  the  evening,  and 
your  train  over  the  Duluth,  Nessabie 
and  Northern  will  pull  out  say  at  nine. 
It  is  dark  by  that  time,  though  day  lin- 
gers longer  ap  in  these  latitudes  than  it 
would  in  many  parts  of  the  states.  In 
the  smoker  there  is  the  usual  assemblage 
diacossing  travel  generally,  but  now  ever, 
eternally,  wheat.  On  these  railways, 
for  many  and  many  a  mile,  we  shall  hear 
ever,  always,  eternally  and  perpetually 
the  price,  the  value  of  wheat. 

With  dawn  we  are  promised  to  pass 
this  day  through  the  Bainy  Lake,  Fort 
Francis  and  Lake  of  the  Woods  districts. 
We  are  coming  into  the  domains  of  the 
Canada  Northern,  the  railway  which  is 
doing  most  to  open  up  the  wilderness  of 
forest  and  stream  hereabouts.  We  hear 
folk  talk  on  the  platform  now  of  the 
great  development  of  water-power  in 
this  region,  the  greatest  perhaps  in  all 
America,  and  how  thousands  of  horse- 
power are  being  harnessed  to  invite  cap- 
ital to  the  district.  Of  Koochiching  and 
International  Falls,  already  places  of 
prominence,  of  the  rare,  rugged  beauty 
of  the  country,  passengers  dilate. 

Quarter  to  seven  next  morning  we  are 
at  Rainy  Lake  and  the  day  is  rainy,  as 
befits  its  name.  We  see  the  lake  off  in 
the  wilds  as  we  breakfast  in  the  diner. 
An  Indiana  and  a  Connecticut  man  dis- 
cuss with  us  the  southern  fruits,  the 
mackerel  from  Qloucester,  the  boiled 
potatoes  come  from  Michigan,  the  steak 
cut  from  Alberta  stock  perhaps,  the  egg 
and  the  coffee,  as  we  ride  ever  on.  Think 
of  being  on  a  diner  on  Rainy  Lake,  the 


place  you  had  to  locate  in  the  lonely 
north,  wasn't  it,  only  a  score  of  years  ago? 

We  are  stopping  now  at  a  village, 
frame  houses  with  sharp-pointed  roofs 
that  des(iend  to  right  and  to  left  of  the 
gable.  A  river  with  rough  rapids  indeed 
is  at  one  side  and  here,  as  at  New  Al- 
maden,  away  off  in  California,  there  is  a 
primitive  cable-carrier,  a  rope,  as  it  were, 
stretched  from  poles  on  either  shore. 
Such  was  the  old  form  of  transportation. 

We  have  come  now  to  St.  Francis  and 
board  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway. 
We  are  getting  on  to  the  old  silent  places 
now.  It  is  rainy  here  and  the  flats  are 
covered  with  the  fire-weed.  Even  were 
there  not  the  burnt  stump  land,  we  should 
know,  by  that  tell-tale  flower,  of  the 
great  conflagrations  which  betimes  sweep 
this  section.  Two  rough-looking  emi- 
grants, with  caps  of  foreig^n  make  and 
English  pipes,  are  down  to  see  the  train. 
A  typical  new  hamlet,  a  baby  city,  is 
this  place — the  houses  two-story  with 
two  rooms  each  on  the  front.  Wild  for- 
ests hem  them  in — forests  that  dissolve 
in  mist.  The  station  of  the  Duluth,  Rainy 
Lake  and  Winnipeg  Railway  is  over  yon- 
der, and  there,  too,  a  group  of  pioneers 
are  gathered.  The  Great  Northern  has 
its  telegraph  in  this  station,  one  remarks. 
Posters  of  the  Toronto  and  the  Winnipeg 
expositions  are  hung  out.  Two  or  three 
brick  houses  are  off  in  the  fields — abor- 
tive suburbs  these.  The  main  street 
stretches  off  to  them— you  look  vainly, 
though  for  its  stores.  It  is  a  long  stop 
here ;  7 :  10  i  t  is  now.  You  have  forty -five 
minutes  for  meals  if  you  wish.  The 
diner  is  a  goodly  one,  five  tables  at  eith- 
er side  the  aisle,  a  private  room  at  the 
end — it  is  intended  for  special  parties, 
they  tell  you. 

By  and  by  the  wild  land  seems  to  be 
slightly  better  cleared;  you  note  the 
birches  and  the  larches  and  huckleberry 
chaparral  in  among  the  fire- weed.  Along 
the  railway  there  extends  a  broad  ditch, 
and  into  this  there  extends  odd  squares 
of  the  turf  or  sod,  the  fire-line  for  pre- 
caution it  seems.  Qreen  meadows  slope 
away  to  the  horizon. 

Thanks  to  the  poor  coal  aboard  today, 
for  they  can't  make  the  fire  burn  well 
for  cooking  in  the  diner  and  breakfast  is 
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delayed.  Wild  evergreen  forests  with 
the  steepling  trees  hedge  in  the  gray 
skies,  while  you  work  at  your  diary. 
Baedeeker,  too,  is  consulted  as  regards 
the  day*8  route.  And  the  while  you  are 
having,  ever,  still,  the  Bainy  river  on 
the  left,  glassy  this,  as  it  passes  through 
wild  dense  forests  in  which  an  occasional 
black  frame  house  is  seen.  Fields  with 
the  sumach,  too,  intersperse  these  wilds. 

The  river,  your  guide  informs  you,  is 
the  connecting  link  between  Rainy  Lake, 
fifty  miles  in  length,  and  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods.  Its  sturgeon  yields  vast  quanti- 
ties of  the  world's  very  best  caviar. 

Beyond  Fort  Francis  we  are  to  go  on 
to  the  west,  following  the  river  to  Emo 
and  Beaudette,  along  the  lumbering  in- 
scitutions  at  Rainy  River  station  itself, 
and  then  cross  the  stream  into  Minnesota. 
Three  hundred  and  nine  miles  from  Pt. 
Arthur  is  the  town  of  Roosevelt;  then, 
at  three  hundred  and  twenty-two  miles, 
one  has  Warroad,  both  these  places  re- 
cent towns,  yet  with  populations  of 
about  two  thousand.  At  the  south  end 
of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  where  the 
Warroad  river  comes  in,  there  is  a  good 
harbor — improved  by  Uncle  Sara  so  that 
steamers  may  go  on  to  the  lake  and  to 
the  Rainy  river.  Ever,  however,  there 
is  the  wild  land  with  the  dead  trees  rising 
out,  or  the  green  ones  aspiring  occasion- 
ally, and  the  dewberries  and  the  fire- 
weed  to  clothe  the  earth.  The  ladies  in 
the  car  ahead  have  been  given  paper  hat 
bags  by  an  N.  P.  agent,  bearing  the 
queer  insignia  of  the  road,  and  these 
sway  with  the  train's  motion.  An  agent 
of  the  Canadian  government  is  with  us, 
and  to  the  country's  interest,  he  has  a 
great  map  of  Canada  to  hang  in  the 
smoker  and  descriptive  booklets  with 
other  maps  to  distribute.  Again,  now, 
we  are  in  Manitoba,  but  he  takes  rather 
more  interest  in  pointing  out  the  rail- 
way's proposed  new  road,  across  Ontario 
and  Quebec  province,  across  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Nova  Scotia,  to  St.  John  and 
Halifax— this,  then,  intended  to  give  an 
ice  free  port. 

Canada  maintains  twenty-eight  immi- 
gration agencies  in  the  United  States — 
at  St.  Paul,  Detroit,  Indianapolis,  Kan- 
sas City,  Boston,  Syracuse  and  Pittsburg, 


at  Spokane,  Great  Falls  (Mont.)  and 
elsewhere.  There  is  a  staff  at  each,  who 
work  out  the  districts,  making  visits  and 
lecturing,  as  well  as  holding  exhibits. 
Then,  too,  the  department  advertises  in 
some  seven  thousand  newspapers.  Each 
man  in  his  district  has  a  vast  corres- 
pondence to  attend ;  so  great  is  it  that 
it  must  be  keyed  up  to  the  finest  point. 
Every  man  who  writes  to  inquire  is  vis- 
ited or  literature  is  sent— his  interest  is 
aroused  and  kept.  The  lowest  possible 
rates  are  obtained  for  this  man  to  visit 
Canada.  There  is  a  staff  of  agents  main- 
tained to  meet  him  in  the  Dominion  and 
to  show  him  about.  To  safeguard  against 
folk  getting  a  mere  pleasure  trip  out  of 
this  sort  of  thing,  the  certificate  of  an 
agent  in  the  United  States  is  required, 
and  this  certificate  the  newcomer  must 
surrender  at  the  railway  boundary.  A 
fare  of  from  a  cent  to  a  cent  and  a  half 
a  mile  is  obtained  for  him.  As  a  result 
a  large  emigration  —  from  Minnesota, 
Dakota,  Iowa,  Illinois  and  Nebraska  in 
particular— is  obtained.  Last  year  Illi- 
nois alone  had  an  exodus  of  two  thous- 
and. These  folk  are  scattered  pretty 
well— one  man  locates,  then  advises  his 
friends  to  come. 

And,  ever  the  while,  we  are  stopping 
still  at  Rainy  River,  a  typical  village  of 
the  wild  land,  the  little  frames  set  out 
upon  it  by  the  newly  hewn  wilderness 
road.  Frame  houses  will  have  a  veranda 
on  the  second  front.  There  are  two 
hotels  and  the  golden  rod  lingers  at  the 
door-step.  Folk  go  out  into  the  dreary 
flats,  nine-ten  in  the  morning.  Wo  take 
on  a  smoking  car  here,  and,  again,  a 
Winnipeg  delegation  has  come  down  to 
welcome  some  intending  visitors. 

In  the  station  there  is  H.  M.  Customs 
and  the  exhibition  posters  cheer. 

We  are  to  cross  the  Rainy  River  again 
into  Minnesota  —  when,  however,  we 
wonder,  so  long  is  this  stop  out  in  the 
drear.  More  literature  anent  the  region 
is  given  us,  literature  now  anent  Winni- 
peg and  its  field,  **Prom  the  Great  Lakes 
to  the  Pacific." 

Once  across  the  river,  on  the  other 
side,  the  vast  lumbering  region  opens; 
in  the  scattering  forests  one  sees  the 
logs  piled  high   and  in   very  long  piles 
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indeed.  Right  and  left  are  these,  while 
little  shacks  of  the  lo|^  arise  in  the  for- 
est and  the  birches  tower  up,  very  tall. 
Some  of  these  houses  have  an  eternal 
coating  of  tin  probably,  but  so  painted 
as  to  imitate  stone.  There  is  one  main 
street  in  the  camps,  as  to  a  lumber  town 
—a  wide  street  with  a  broad  walk  and 
on  ahead  again  one  will  see  the  red- 
painted  frames.  Folk  aboard  the  cars 
now  take  to  cards — *'500"  just  now  is  the 
rage  and  in  the  halts  to  deal  the  deck 
they  will  look  off  to  more  wilds  with  an 
occasional  log  cabin.  Somehow  or  oth- 
er these  woodlands  here  make  one  think 
of  Virginia  and  its  cabins,  for  here,  too, 
tiiere  will  be  the  little  garden  about  and 
then  the  forest.  One  wonders  how  folk 
kill  time  here  in  the  wilderness,  with 
jodtthe  tall  trees  for  company,  dead  so 
many  of  them,  and  the  cattails  to  sway 
and  sing  in  the  swamps. 

Three  Canadians  have  entered  into  a 
farther  discussion  of  how  the  railways 
are  peopling  this  country — last  year  they 
took  in  sixty  thousand  people  from  the 
United  States.  This  means  that  they 
brought  in  fifty  millions  of  dollars  in 
cash  and  in  effect.  In  the  last  ten  years 
three  hundred  and  fifty  million  persons 
have  come  in  from  the  states,  but  each 
year's  ratio  is  increasing.  Prom  Europe 
too,  now,  they  are  soliciting  the  human 
sorplns. 

Not  over  a  hundred  out  of  the  sixty- 
five  thousand  go  back  to  the  states,  a 
very  slight  percent  indeed,  this.  If  the 
newcomer  be  poor,  he  is  allowed  to  live 
in  the  emigrant  buildings  for  a  week. 
Splendid  structiires  of  brick  and  stone 
are  these.  At  Winnipeg  there  is  even  a 
hospital,  a  fine  one,  for  them. 

The  most  who  come  are  unmarried 
men ;  where  not,  they  bring  their  fami- 
lies later. 

If  a  man  desires  a  homestead  he  can 
take  up  160  acres  now,  and  then  can  get 
up  more  as  he  goes  on,  say  another  160 
acre  tract.  More  land,  still  later,  can 
be  taken  np  at  about  three  dollars  the 
acre,  though  the  best  land  stands  at 
ten  or  twelve  around  Winnipeg. 

It  is  a  long,  interesting  discussion  that 
sncceeds,  but  a  story  so  long  as  to  be 
complete  in  iteeU* 


It  turns  finally  to  the  Grand  Trunk  Pa- 
cific Railway's  projected  line  from  St. 
John  on  the  east,  to  Prince  Rupert  on 
the  Pacific,  and  how  they  have  built  to 
760  miles  west  of  Winnipeg  in  order  to 
handle  the  crops.  It  is  an  almost 
straight  line  of  railway.  It  is  only  about 
six  years  ago  that  the  great  boon  started 
up  here,  the  Dominion  government  tak- 
ing the  lead,  the  railways  and  emigra- 
tion bureau  following.  Now  practically 
every  city  has  its  publicity  bureau,  with 
Winnipeg  as  the  center. 

The  story  of  the  railway  invasion — so 
fast,  so  successful— reads  almost  like  a 
miracle.— By  Felix  J.  Koch. 


Merchants  and  Unions. 

There  is  one  reason  if  no  other  why 
business  men,  especially  merchants, 
should  favor  union  labor  in  preference 
to  cheap  non-union  labor,  and  that 
reason  is  that  if  labor  is  poorly  paid  the 
wage  earner  will  have  no  money  to  spend 
.  with  the  merchant.  Every  business  man 
knows,  if  he  stops  to  think,  that  the  re- 
tail house  depends  upon  the  wage  earn- 
ers for  90  per  cent  of  their  trade.  If  he 
had  to  depend  upon  the  trade  of  the  rich  ^ 
for  his  support  the  retail  merchant  would 
stand  a  small  chance  of  succeeding.  I£ 
the  working  people  are  prosperous,  the 
merchant  thrives  from  his  trade,  and 
when  the  workingman's  wages  are  cut 
down,  it  takes  just  that  much  cash  from 
the  till  of  the  business  man  and  just  that 
much  comfort  from  the  cottage  fireside. 
Is  not  that  sufficient  reason  why  the 
business  men  in  this  country  should 
support  and  encourage  the  great  masses 
of  organized  labor?  The  union  men  in 
this  country  are  not  so  blind  or  deaf  that 
they  do  not  know  their  friends.  They 
know  the  sentiment  and  attitude  of 
every  business  man  of  any  prominence, 
and  a  careless  or  slighting  remark  made 
against  organized  labor  finds  its  way 
into  the  meeting  place  of  the  toiling 
masses  as  fast  as  one  spoken  in  its  favor. 

It  has  been  said  that  unionism  and 
anarchy  travel  hand  in  hand,  but  they 
are  so  far  removed  from  each  other 
today  as  heaven  is  from  the  last  resting 
place  of  the  man  who  deserted  his  union« 
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Union  men  today  are  the  bone  and  sinew 
of  civilization  and  our  republican  form 
of  government.  In  times  of  war  the 
union  man  is  the  first  to  shoulder  the 
musket  and  rush  to  the  defense  of  our 
flag,  and  he  will  do  so  again  if  he  is 
called  upon.  Union  men  are  the  cham- 
pions of  right  and  justice,  and  they  have 
the  manhood  to  resist  oppression  from 
those  who  would  sap  from  them,  drop 
by  drop,  the  means  of  support  for  their 
wives  and  children.— A.  R.  Wyatt  in 
American  Federationist. 


Trade  Unions  and  Trusts. 

One  frequently  reads  in  the  organs 
which  are  either  subsidized  or  owned  by 
those  * 'lovers  of  humanity"  distinguished 
from  the  rest  of  human  beings  by  the 
nouns  of  Post  and  Parry,  that  labor  or- 
ganizations are  trusts,  and  those  mon- 
strosities interpreting  the  Sherman  anti- 
trust law  have  also  declared  that  within 
the  meaning  of  that  law  organizations 
of  laboring  men  are  combinations  in 
restraint  of  trade. 

However,  and  analysis  of  the  two  in- 
stitutions— the  great  corporations  or 
trusts  and  the  labor  organizations— will 
reveal  no  similarity  whatever  between 
them.  Labor  unions  are  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  advancement  and  improve- 
ment in  industrial  conditions;  trusts  are 
brought  about  in  order  that  their  stock- 
holders may  comer  for  themselves  the 
profits  which  rightfully  should  go  .into 
the  hands  of  the  producer. 

Labor  unions  are  progressive,  produc- 
ing institutions,  while  trusts  are  financial 
organizations  producing  nothing  and 
simply  absorbing  the  wealth  that  the 
brain  and  brawn  of  the  worker  has 
brought  into  being. 

Labor  organizations  endeavor  to  fix 
the  wages  for  which  their  members  will 
work,  and  never  try  to  fix  a  price  on 
anything  which  does  not  belong  to  them ; 
trusts  fix  the  price  upon  what  they  own, 
what  other  people  own,  and  even  upon 
the  labor  which  produces  the  commodi- 
ties controlled  by  them. 

Labor  organizations  simply  regulate 
the  price  for  which  they  will  sell  their 
toil;  trusts  not  only  dictate  the  price 


to  the  consumer,  but  conpel  the  producer 
to  sell  at  the  price  fixed  by  them. 

Labor  organizations  are  formed  in  the 
interest  of  man;  trusts  in  the  interest  of 
money. 

Labor  organizations  serve  a  useful 
purpose  by  improving  conditions  and 
making  life  more  worth  while;  the 
function  of  the  trust  is  to  make  condi- 
tions harder  and  life  less  desirable. 

Labor  organizations  stand  for  "equal 
rights  for  all,  special  privileges  for 
none;"  trusts  stand  for  "everything  for 
us,  equal  privileges  for  none." 

Organized  labor  simply  endeavors  to 
compel  the  return  to  the  producer  of  a 
fair  share  of  the  product  of  his  toil;  the 
trust  strives  to  force  the  producer  to 
surrender  his  product  for  practically 
nothing  and  the  trust  then  waxes  fat  at 
the  expense  of  the  consumer. 

Labor  organizations  are  made  up  en- 
tirely of  human  beings;  trusts  are  com- 
posed of  few  men  and  many  dollars. 

Organized  labor,  in  order  that  the 
membership  may  be  employed,  encour- 
ages production;  trusts,  in  order  that 
prices  may  be  raised,  discourages  it. 

The  fact  is,  they  are  entirely  different 
institutions,  working  in  opposite  direc- 
tions.—J.  W.  Mullen  in  San  Francisco 
Clarion. 


Laiior  Seeks  New  Laws. 

Organized  labor  will  be  well  represent- 
ed at  the  state  capitol  during  the  next 
session  of  the  legislature. 

In  September,  during  the  nineteenth 
annual  session  of  the  Missouri  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  a  legislative  committee 
was  elected,  consisting  of  John  T.  Fits- 
patrick  and  Frank  Howard  of  Kansas 
City,  and  C.  F.  Leedon  of  Moberly,  and 
auUiorized  to  see  to  it  that  laws  were 
passed  which  will  advance  the  interests 
of  the  toiling  masses  of  Missouri. 

Three  measures  were  made  paramount 
issues  as  follows: 

An  act  covering  the  employers'  liabili- 
ty question;  a  statute  abolishing  the 
present  system  of  leasing  out  convicts  to 
contractors,  and  providing  for  some  oth- 
er way  of  employing  those  unfortunates 
so  that  their  labor  will  not  come  in  on- 
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fair  competition  with  that  of  the  honest 
toilers;  a  flfty-foar-hour  law  for  only  six 
days  daring  the  week. 

All  these  and  other  facts  of  the  1909 
and  1910  history  of  organized  labor  of 
this  state  have  been  embodied  in  the  1910 
Bed  Book.  Labor  Commissioner  Hiller, 
early  this  year,  requested  the  secretary 
of  every  labor  organization  in  Missouri 
to  send  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
a  list  of  the  new  laws  wanted  by  Mis- 
souri's toiling  men  and  women  and  the 
changes  which  are  necessary  in  the  old 
ones.  Betums  were  received  from  623 
unions,  representing  nearly  75,000  wage 
earners. 

All  of  the  suggestions  have  been  incor- 
porated into  a  chapter  by  S.  S.,  A.  T.  E., 
in  the  part  of  the  Bed  Book  devoted  to 
organized  labor.  The  title  of  the  same 
is  '*Labor  Legislation  Which  Is  Bequest- 
ed  of  the  1911  State  Assembly  by  Mis- 
souri** Wage-Earning  Men  and  Women." 

The  St.  Louis  suggestions  are : 

Barbers.— A  more  sanitary  condition 
in  all  shoi)s ;  to  strengthen  the  state  board 
of  barber  examiners;  and  to  do  away 
with  the  barber  colleges  in  this  and  every 
other  state. 

Blacksmiths  and  Helpers. — An  employ- 
ers' liability  act,  and  a  general  eight- 
hour  day  law. 

Beer  Drivers  and  Stablemen's  Union. — 
i^tiprohibition  measures  and  shorter 
hoors. 

Brewery  Firemen. — It  would  be  better 
for  our  organization  if  we  had  a  law  de- 
manding the  procuring  of  a  license  (fire- 
men license)  same  as  in  the  state  of 
Massachusetts. 

Beer  Bottlers. — Law  prohibiting  the 
employment  of  male  or  female  under  the 
age  of  18  years. 

Bookbinders. — Have  all  school  books 
used  in  Missouri  printed  by  state  and  by 
strictly  union  labor. 

Binding  Work.— Woman's  Union— Nine 
hours'  work  a  day  for  women ;  a  general 
state  child  labor  law  and  rigid  enforce- 
ment of  it. 

Beer  Brewers. — Initiative  and  refer- 
endum labor  laws  and  a  general  recall 
law. 

Brewery  Engineers.— Eight-hour  law 
for  all. 


Broommakers. — The  abolition  of  all 
prison  labor  shops. 

Carpenters.— Eight-hour  work  day  on 
all  state  work;  discontinue  prison  labor 
shops. 

Oigarmakers.— Bepeal  of  Sunday  law 
applying  to  the  liquor  interest. 

Cement  Workers.- Safer  conditions; 
higher  wages  on  building  on  account  of 
high  living  expenses. 

Coopers.— The  repeal  of  the  Sunday 
law  would  greatly  benefit  us,  inasmuch 
as  more  beer  cooperage  would  be  used. 

Cooper  (Machine).— Wide-open  state. 

Clothing  Cutters  and  Trimmers.— Abol- 
ishment of  the  prison  contract  system. 

Machinists.— Better  shop  ventilation 
and  toilet  facility  laws;  safe  guardian  of 
emery  wheels;  the  eight-hour  work  day; 
the  proper  indenture  and  instruction  of 
apprentices;  employers'  liability  law  in 
accidents  and  death. 

Marble  Workers.— Eight-hour  law  on 
all  state,  county  and  municipal  work. 

Metal  Workers  (Sheet).— Acts  com- 
pelling better  shop  conditions. 

Engineers  (Marine).— As  we  are  li- 
censed and  governed  by  the  United  States 
inspection  service,  I  know  of  no  state 
legislation  that  would  be  beneficial  to  us. 

Electrical  Workers.- Force  each  com- 
pany to  use  jobs  of  their  own ;  strict  in- 
spection laws. 

Glass  Blowers.— Antiprohibition  legis- 
lation. 

Qranite  Cutters.— Protection  from  dust 
of  surface  machines. 

Iron  and  Steel  Workers.— Protection 
on  sheet  and  tin  and  bar  iron  and  steel 
work;  the  keeping  out  of  foreign  labor, 
such  as  Chinese,  Japanese,  Italians, 
Greeks  and  Poles. 

Metal  Polishers.— Enforce  all  laws  on 
statutes  now. . 

Musicians'  Union.— Strict  enforcement 
of  the  laws  prohibiting  the  child  musi- 
cians' bands  from  being  paraded  and 
used  to  defeat  employment  of  profession- 
al musicians,  as  is  done  by  some  church- 
es and  institutions  under  municipal  guid- 
ance. 

Pile  Drivers.— Eight-hour  law;  no  dis- 
count in  wages  to  be  tolerated;  pay  day 
every  fifteen  days  with  not  more  than 
five  days  of  **hold  back";  when  quitting. 
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man  must  be   paid   in   legal   tender   at 
once. 

Plumber  Laborers.— General  compul- 
sory arbitration  laws. 

Patternmakers. — The  enactments  and 
enforcement  of  a  law  to  provide  proper 
safeguards  on  machinery. 

Postofflce  Clerks.— National  eight-hour 
law. 

Printing  Pressmen. — All  city,  county 
and  state  printing,  bookbinding,  letter 
head  work,  etc.,  should  be  done  by  mem- 
bers of  the  allied  prin  ting  trades  councils ; 
abolition  of  convict  labor  shops;  state 
printery  at  Jefferson  City  with  a  St. 
Louis  scale  of  wages,  print  and  publish 
Missouri  school  books  at  home.'  ,. 

Prin  ting  Compositors. — Eight-hour  law; 
printing  trades  label  on  all  state,  county 
and  municipal  printing;*  employers'  lia- 
bility law,  providing  compensation  to 
injured  workmen;  publish  all  Missouri 
school  books  at  home. 

Railway  Car  Builders  and  Inspectors. — 
Shorter  workday  for  protection  of  men ; 
prohibition  for  railroad  men ;  compulsory 
relief  and  medical  examination;  a  just 
employers  liability  law. 

Railway  Engineers. — Make  arbitration 
of  strikes  compulsory  to  both  parties  in 
a  dispute;  make  more  stringent  laws  in 
regard  to  all  the  railroad^  living  up  to 
the  laws  of  the  state;  laws  providing  for 
headlights  of  a  certain  brilliancy,  and 
shorter-hours  measures. 

Railway  Firemen  and  Engineers. — A 
law  for  inspection  of  locomotive  boilers; 
shorter  hours,  and  government  examina- 
tion of  engineers. 

Railroad  Telegraphers. — State  exami- 
nation for  telegraphers;  no  night  men 
be  em  pi  03^  ed  unless  21  years  old;  em- 
ployers' liability  law;  eight-hour  la>v; 
six  days'  work  a  week;  two  weeks'  va- 
cation each  year,  with  pay ;  pay  twice  a 
month  instead  on  once. 

Railroad  Trainmen. — Third  brakeman 
in  freight  crew. 

Railroad  Switchmen. — Eight-hour  law ; 
pay  day  twice  a  month. 

Retail  Clarks. — Shorter  working  hours. 

Steam  Fitters. — To  have  an  inspectors' 
law  for  heating  -and  ventilating;  high- 
power  pipe  work;  all  refrigerating  work 
also. 


Stone  Pavers — To  require  big  com- 
panies to  employ  union  labor;  for  in- 
stance, the  United  Railways  Company 
of  St.  Louis. 

Tobacco  Workers.— Enforce  the  anti- 
trust laws  now  on  our  statute  books 
against  the  Tobacco  Trust. 

Tailors. — To  compel  the  employer  to 
furnish  shops  for  men  to  work  in ;  better 
sanitation  in  shops  which  do  exist;  abol- 
ition of  the  present  system  of  leasing 
out  convict  labor. 


The  First  Cdnadian  Railway. 

What  is  said  to  have  been  the  first 
railway  in  Canada  was  between  Laprairie 
and  St.  Johns,  Que.,  and  it  replaced  a 
stage  coach  line.  The  charter  was  ob- 
tained in  1832,  and  it  provided  for  a  road 
sixteen  miles  long.  The  authorized 
capital  of  this  new  enterprise,  known  as 
The  Champlain  and  St.  Lawrence  Rail- 
road, was  £50,000.  This  was  in  fact  a 
capitalization  of  a  little  over  £3,000  a 
mile.  Work  was  commenced  in  April, 
1836,  and  the  line  was  opened  in  July, 
1836,  horses  at  first  being  used  to  haul 
the  cars.  The  rails  were  strips  of  wood 
covered  with  thin  plates  of  metal,  some- 
times called  strap  rails,  but  later  on 
replaced  with  iron  rails  of  more  modem 
pattern.  We  obtained  the  data  from  the 
Railway  and  Marine  World. 

An  advertisement  in  the  Montreal 
Transcript  of  thoqe  old  days  announced 
that  **The  Champlain  and  St.  Lawrence 
Railroad  Co. ,  in  connection  with  the 
steamboat  Princess  Victoria,  will  con- 
tinue to  run  as  follows:  Steamer  from 
Montreal,  precisely,  9:30  a.  m.,  8  p.  m. 
Cars  from  Laprairie,  10:30  a.  m.,  4  p.  m., 
by  locomotive."  Then  followed  tlie 
time  of  the  return  trips  and  the  times  of 
the  Sunday  service.  The  fare  for  the 
return  trip  on  the  same  day  was  78.  6d.; 
single  fare,  58. ;  children  half  price. 

This  advertisement  appeared  after  the 
railway  had  been  in  operation  only  a 
few  months.  In  the  same  issue  of  the 
Transcript  appeared  the  following  news 
paragraph,  which  shows  how  early  the 
new  line  developed  freight  traffic;  **A 
number  of  American  speculators  have 
been  engaged  in  this  city  for  the  last 
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two  weeks  baying  wheat  and  salt  for  the 
American  market.  The  steamer  Princess 
Victoria  has  already  brought  35,000 
bosbels  of  wheat  and  20,000  bushels  of 
salt  to  Laprairie  to  be  taken  to  St.  Johns 
via  the  said  road." 

The  political  troubles,  sometimes  called 
the  rebellion  of  1837-38,  hampered  rail- 
way expansion,  and  very  little  was  done 
until  1845,  when  a  charter  was  granted 
to  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Atlantic  Rail- 
way Company,  authorizing  them  to  build 
a  road  from  the  Sfc.  Lawrence  River, 
opposite  Montreal,  on  the  right  bank,  at 
at  St.  Lambert,  to  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  there  to  connect  with  a 
line  running  to  Portland,  Me.  In  1847 
Uie  line  from  Montreal  to  Lachine  was 
opened;  in  1850  the  line  to  Portland  was 
opened  as  far  as  Richmond,  Que.,  and  a 
charter  was  granted  to  build  a  branch 
from  Richmond  to  Point  Levis,  opposite 
Qaebec.  In  1852  the  St.  Johns-Laprairie 
line  was  built  to  St.  Lambert,  which 
became  the  general  junction  point,  and 
eight  years  later  it  became  the  southern 
terminus  of  the  Victoria  tubular  bridge, 
boilt  by  Robert  Stephenson  and  A.  M. 
Ross.  These  early  railways  are  today 
parts  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  sys. 
tern.— Railroad  and  Locomotive  Engi- 
neering. 


The  Crisis  in  tlie  Britisli  Movement. 

It  is  a  well-worn  saying  that  **two 
pieces  of  twisted  cord  are  not  easily 
broken."  The  strength  of  modern  in- 
dustrial combination  in  Qreat  Britain 
has  been  due  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
only  industrial  but  also  political.  It  has 
found  expression  for  itself  amidst  the 
select  aristocratic  surroundings  at  West- 
minister as  well  as  in  the  clouded  beer- 
befouled  atmosphere  of  the  public-house 
meeting  room.  To  this  diversity  of 
channels  for  making  itself  heard  and 
felt  it  owes  the  expansion  of  its  influence 
in  recent  years.  By  assuming  a  critical 
and  independent  attitude  on  public  and 
indnstrial  questions,  it  has  appealed  to 
thoughtful  minds  in  all  ranks  of  life,  and 
has  left  its  mark  on  the  social  and  polit- 
ical history  of  the  present  century. 

Bat  the  very  same  things  which  have 


been  to  it  a  source  of  strength  have 
proved  also  to  be  a  source  of  weakness. 
Because  it  has  dared  to  use  its  funds  for 
local  and  national  representation,  and 
been  enabled  thereby  to  use  the  medium 
of  the  city  council  hall  and  the  house  of 
parliament  to  voice  its  needs  and  aspira- 
tions; because  its  leaders,  like  Rousseau, 
Volney  and  Mirabeau  of  old,  have  used 
arguments  in  favor  of  the  ** lower  orders" 
against  the  pretensions  of  a  degenerate 
aristocracy  and  overbearing  commercial 
corporations,  whose  members  constitute 
today  mere  burdensome  manipulators  of 
commercial  and  industrial  life,  therefore 
must  its  strength  be  undermined,  its 
power  and  influence  be  destroyed.  The 
defenders  of  things  as  they  are  in  the 
main  have,  like  their  ancient  prototypes 
in  France,  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
if  history  cannot  be  retraced '  then  at 
least  a  stationary  state  must  be  main- 
tained. To  this  end  all  their  energies 
are  directed,  whether  it  be  in  social, 
industrial  or  political  life. 

The  labor  movement  in  Great  Britain 
within  the  last  ten  3  ears  has  passed, 
perhaps  too  rapidly,  to  a  new  phase  of 
life  and  activity.  Up  to  that  time  it  had 
been  scorned  and  abused,  but  all  at  once 
it  began  to  experience  a  run  of  prosperi- 
ty, when  almost  all  classes  of  society 
began  to  speak  well  of  it.  In  place  of 
indifference  or  open  derision,  it  received, 
a  sympathetic  slap  on  the  back  and 
praise  which  frequently  savored  of  flat- 
tery. This  change  was  fraught  with 
dangers,  and  was  part  of  a  well-con- 
sidered campaign  in  the  Interest  of  the 
employing  and  moneyed  classes.  Such 
things  had  been  known  to  happen  before, 
bat  its  aim  had  hitherto  been  to  cap- 
ture the  individual,  whereas  the  recent 
move  aimed  at  undermining  a  new  but 
vast  movement.  The  various  channels 
through  which  the  subtle  scheme  has 
traveled  have  all  converged  upon  a  given 
point,  viz.,  the  narrowing  of  the  scope 
of  this  gn*eat  industrial  awakening,  and 
to  force  the  movement  to  a  point  where 
the  rank  and  file  would  be  ready  to  be^ 
lieve  that  their  leaders  were  men  who 
placed  expediency  before  principle  and 
immediate  personal  credit  before  sound 
and  consistent  action. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


94 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


Recent  events  on  the  northeast  coast 
and  other  labor  centers  illustrate  how 
well  those  plans  have  undermined  the 
authority  of  executive  councils  in  large 
labor  unions.  The  agencies  which  have 
been  at  work  to  this  end  are  not  all 
composed  of  employers  of  labor  or  of 
those  in  financial  circles  who  are  bitterly 
opposed  to  labor  unions  meddling  with 
politics. 

The  discerning  element  in  working- 
class  life  and  organizations  has  been 
very  active  in  pointing  the  moral  in  the 
settlement  of  many  labor  disputes  re- 
cently, while  the  play  which  has  been 
made  upon  the  prejudices  of  the  con- 
servative trades-unionist  by  outside 
political  agencies  against  the  spending 
of  his  contributions  for  political  purposes 
have  been  most  effective,  as  the  Os- 
bourne  and  other  cases  testify.  The 
past  five  years  has  shown  a  spirit  of 
unrest  and  suspicion  among  the  member- 
ship of  the  gpreat  trade  unions  which  has 
been  played  upon  and  fanned  to  the 
point  of  open  rebellion.  Barnes  of  the 
engineers,  Bell  of  the  railway  servants 
and  Cummins  of  the  boiler  makers  have 
all  relinquished  their  posts,  but  in  spite 
of  this,  recent  events  have  been  as  un- 
expected as  they  have  been  startling. 
One  union  after  another  is  setting  its 
leaders  at  defiance  and  taking  the  settle- 
ment of  labor  disputes  into  its  own 
hands.  The  great  combinations  of  em- 
ployers have  not  been  slow  in  taking 
advantage  of  the  seeming  divisions  to 
drive  their  own  bargains.  Unfortunate- 
ly, we  have  no  Taff  Vale  movement  to 
weld  the  forces  of  labor  together,  as  was 
the  case  a  few  years  ago  when  some- 
thing of  a  similar  state  of  affairs  existed. 
Then  the  injunction  obtained  and  the 
decision  of  the  courts  would  have  frit- 
tered away  the  funds  of  the  unions  and 
given  the  employers  a  hold  over  them. 
In  face  of  such  danger,  every  man  stood 
to  his  post  and  fought  to  conserve  the 
funds  of  his  union  for  trade  and  friendly 
society  benefits. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  recently 
about  the  vote  taken  at  the  trades  union 
congress  re  the  **08bourne  case,"  but 
notwithstanding  that  decision  the  move- 
ment there  decide  ypou  mil  OQt  evoke 


the  same  spirit  of  enthusiasm  among  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  unions  as  did  the 
Taff  Vale  case,  although  it  places  far 
greater  impediments  in  the  path  of  trade 
union  activity  than  the  Taff  Vale  judg- 
ment.  The  recent  decision  of  the  labor 
party  executive  with  regard  to  the 
pledge  and  constitution  of  that  body 
was  taken  for  a  two-fold  reason,  and 
Mr.  Arthur  Henderson,  last  yearns  chair- 
man of  the  labor  party  in  the  house  of 
commons,  could  have  thrown  some  lig^t 
on  the  position  as  to  the  rank  and  file 
had  he  cared  to  discuss  the  matter  when 
interviewed  by  a  press  representative, 
which  wisely  he  did  not. 

The  principle  actuating  the  general 
membership  of  the  unions  is  the  same 
today  as  in  the  Taff  Vale  case,  viz.,  to 
conserve  their  funds  for  trade  union  and 
friendly  society  benefits.  The  inter- 
vention of  the  board  of  trade  and  the 
setting  up  of  joint  boards  for  the  con- 
sideration of  labor  disputes  have,  in  the 
opinion  of  many  active  trades  unionists, 
not  worked  well,  and  after  a  genuine 
trial  the  great  mass  of  the  workers  have 
become  savagely  distrustful  of  those 
methods  of  procedure,  and  unless  wiser 
counsels  prevail  among  the  employers 
the  worker  will  soon  become  permanent- 
ly alienated  from  them  altogether.  Fear 
has  been  expressed  in  many  qaarters 
that  collective  bargaining  is  endangered 
by  recent  events,  but  the  feelling  of  the 
trades  unionists  is  that  the  principle  has 
not  had  free  play,  or  even  fair  play,  in 
recent  years.  The  stand  they  at  present 
take  is  a  reaffirmation  of  the  principle 
of  collective  bargaining  in  its  broad  and 
original  sense.  At  the  cost  of  even 
personal  suffering,  they  are  prepared  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  waywardness  of  certain 
sections  of  the  employers  and  the  pro- 
crastination of  most  of  the  so-called 
conciliation  boards  with  which  they 
have  had  to  deal  up  to  the  present. 

As  bearing  upon  this  point  special  in- 
terest attaches  to  the  annual  report  of 
the  board  of  trade  relating  to  strikes  and 
lockouts  during  1909.  The  total  number 
of  workingmen  involved  numbered  900,- 
819,  the  largest  number  in  any  year 
since  1894.  With  regard  to  the  results 
of  these  disputes,  oaljr  11.2  per  cent  q{ 
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tboee  directly  involved  were  affected  by 
dispntes  settled  in  their  favor,  and  22.2 
per  cent  by  disputes  settled  in  favor  of 
the  employers.  Settlements  in  the 
nature  of  a  compromise  were  arrived  at 
in  dispntes  affecting  66  per  cent  of  the 
workingmen  directly  involved.  Spread 
over  the  whole  industrial  population, 
exclusive  of  agricultural  laborers  and 
seimen,  the  working  time  lost  in  1909 
(two  and  three  quarter  million  working 
diys)  averaged  only  about  one-quarter 
of  a  day  per  head.  This  was  little  more 
than  one-fourth  of  that  recorded  in  1908, 
and  was  well  below  the  average  of  the 
ten  years  1899-1908.  The  significant  point 
abont  this  matter  is  that  the  coal  mining 
indastry  accounted  for  90  per  cent  of  the 
woitingmen  affected  and  78  per  cent  of 
the  total  time  lost.  Fifty-one  per  cent 
of  the  dispntes  related  to  hours  of  labor 
resalting  from  the  operation  of  the  coal 
mines  regulation  act,  from  the  operation 
of  which  Northumberland  and  Durham 
were  exempt.  Herein  we  have  some 
explanation  of  the  unrest  among  the 
Welsh  miners  and  the  difficulty  expe- 
rienced by  their  leaders  in  keeping  con- 
trol of  their  actions. 

In  connection  with  the  dissatisfaction 
of  the  railway  employes  relative  to  the 
dilatory  action  of  the  company's  repre- 
sentatives on  the  Joint  boards  set  up  by 
the  board  of  trade,  on  the  questions  of 
wages  and  hours  of  labor,  it  has  been 
explained  that  there  are  about  180,000 
diiferent  railway  shareholders  getting 
annually  a  profit  of  £43,000,000  divided 
among  them,  or  an  average  of  about 
£295  to  each  man.  The  581,000  employes 
who  work  on  the  railways  get  £aO,000,- 
000  in  wages  among  them,  i.  e.,  £51  10s. 
on  an  average  a  year.  Thus,  for  every 
three  men  employed  by  the  railway, 
working  long  hours  for  a  sum  just  below 
twenty  shillings  a  week  on  an  average, 
there  sits  an  idle  shareholder  getting 
more  than  £6  10s.  a  week.  Railway 
workers  are  Just  now  setting  up  a  per- 
manent strike  committee,  composed  of 
all  grades,  to  settle  grievances  as  they 
arise.  The  principle  of  conciliation 
long-drawn-out  ceases  to  justify  its 
name,  for  it  then  becomes  a  serious 
■ource  of  irritation  and  counteracts  the 


very  designs  it  should  promote.  The 
tendency  of  this  dilatory  action  is  to 
destroy  the  effective  power  of  the  trade 
union  and  to  degrade  the  individual 
worker  to  the  level  of  a  mere  component 
and  lifeless  part  of  a  vast  machine, 
which,  if  it  has  any  object  at  all,  cer- 
tainly cannot  aim  directly  at  offending 
employers  of  labor.  The  power  of  unity 
is  therefore  greatly  impaired,  if,  indeed, 
it  is  not  utterly  destroyed,  because  its 
end  is  subverted. 

To  the  trade  union  movement  as  to  all 
great  movements  into  which  thinking 
men  are  organized,  there  arrives  sooner 
or  later  a  consciousness  of  that  move- 
ment, a  period  of  self-examination  and 
reflection,  when,  passing  out  of  the 
present,  it  turns  a  searching  gaze  upon 
both  the  past  and  the  future.  The  more 
it  recedes  from  the  simple,  unconscious 
heroism  of  its  early  years  does  it  become 
thus  serious  and  thoughtful,  reproaching 
its  own  shortcomings,  picturing  to  itself 
present  needs  necessitated  by  the  stem 
realities  of  modem  industrial  life,  con- 
trasting that  which  is  with  that  which 
has  been  or  might  be.  At  the  successive 
stages  of  such  reflection  what  more 
natural  than  that  seeming  anarchical 
tendencies  should  manifest  themselves, 
especially  when  vast  bodies  of  men  have 
been  led  to  think  they  have  cause  to 
rebuke  their  leaders  for  eccentricities  of 
conduct,  if  not  for  serious  defects  in 
management? 

The  trade  union  movement,  by  the 
action  of  the  law,  has  been  cast  back  to 
where  it  stood  forty  years  ago.  Those 
responsible  for  that  state  of  affairs  can 
not  complain  if  the  workmen  also  re- 
trace some  portion  of  the  road  traveled 
in  the  meantime  and  seek  to. re-establish 
that  militant  form  of  trade  unionism 
which  was  so  common  in  the  early  '70s. 

The  recent  events  which  have  been 
styled  in  certain  quarters,  "the  breaking 
up  of  trades  unionism,"  appear  to  many 
of  us  as  a  pledge  of  its  safer  and  surer 
advancement  in  the  future.  If  the  lead- 
ers in  this  present  crusade  escape  re- 
puted errors  in  previous  ones,  the  track  of 
trade  union  effort  will  not  be  strewn  with 
remnants  of  the  principle  of  collective 
bargaining    and    independent    political 
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activity,  but  will  yeveal  a  movement  of 
renewed  vigor,  of  power  restored  and 
rectified.  These  twin  cords  are  being 
more  closely  twisted,  to  hold  firmer 
labor's  future  abundant  harvest  of  power 
exercised  and  rights  secured. — By  W. 
Rines,  first  president  London  Tailors' 
Society. 


Prefer  Their  Own  Pension  Plan. 

Representatives  of  employes  of  the 
Boston  and  Maine  have  voted  against  re- 
ceiving pensions  from  the  company,  and 
are  said  to  be  in  favor  of  sticking  to  the 
Boston  and  Maine  plan,  which  was  form- 
ulated a  year  or  two  ago,  but  which  was 
never  put  in  force.  President  Mellen, 
speaking  to  the  committee,  told  them 
that  the  New  Haven  road  had  voluntar- 
ily put  in  force  **che  Pennsylvania  plan ;" 
and  he  proposed  apparently  to  do  the 
same  for  the  Boston  and  Maine;  but  the 
employes  preferred  their  own  plan,  un- 
der which  the  employes  would  contrib- 
ute to  the  pension  fund;  this  on  the 
ground  that  the  pensions  paid  by  the 
company  would  not  alone  be  large  enough 
to  satisfy  the  men.  The  Boston  and 
Maine  plan  was  made  the  subject  of  a 
special  act  by  the  Massachusetts  legis- 
lature ;  and  to  be  valid  it  would  have  to 
be  adopted  by  a  two- thirds  vote  of  all^of 
the  employes. 


Leader  Lights. 

He  who  dies  settles  his  last  debt. 

The  fa^t  man  is  usually  slow  pay. 

You'll  never  make  good  by  being  bad. 

Sweet  are  the  slumbers  of  an  honest 
man. 

What  makes  life  dreary  is  a  lack  of 
motive. 

Women  tell  the  truth  when  it's  con- 
venient. 

Saying  is  one  thing,  but  doing  is  an- 
other. 

Matrimony  is  the  latest  high  explosive. 

Love  is  a  disease,  and  divorce  is  the 
antidote. 

The  pessimist  is  only  happy  when  he 
is  miserable. 

The  aviator  has  lots  of  ups  and  downs 
in  life. 


Men  with  no  appetite  preach  againsi 
hearty  eating. 

Nothing  is  more  friendly  than  a  frieiu: 
in  need. 

Wives,  generally  speaking — ^are  gener- 
ally speaking. 

In  the  lottery  of  marriage  alimony  is 
the  capit-al  prize. 

It  takes  a  contrary  woman  to  like  a 
man  she  doesn't. 

Flattery  will  make  a  woman  believe 
almost  anything. 

Lots  of  self-made  men  are  not  a  bit 
proud  of  the  job. 

Only  the  brave  deserve  the  fair— but 
the  rich  get  them. 

When  a  man  is  down  in  the  world  he  is 
on  his  uppers. 

The  young  are  rash.  It  is  easy  for  the 
old  to  be  good. 

Necessitj'  is  the  mother  of  courage  as 
well  as  invention. 

The  dollar-mark  is  not  always  a  mark 
of  good  breeding. 

If  you  could  have  everything  you  want- 
ed, you  wouldn't  want  it. 

Never  try  to  prove  you  have  horse 
sense  by  being  stubborn  as  a  mule. 

It  takes  nerve  for  a  street  sweeper  to 
stop  an  auto  and  ask  the  time. 

Widows  advocate  divorce  because  it 
puts  more  husbands  in  circulation. 

The  world  is  a  comedy  to  those  who 
look  and  a  tragedy  to  those  who  feel. 

Mirth  is  self-effervescence  over  nothing 
•  in  particular  save  general  content. 

A  wedding  excites  a  woman  almost  as 
much  as  a  baseball  game  does  a  man. 

Some  men  go  fishing  just  to  have  some- 
thing to  lie  about  when  they  get  back. 

The  more  folks  need  money,  the  less 
scruples  they  have  about  how  they  gel 
it. 

When  you  tell  a  girl  she  is  pretty,  she 
credits  you  with  good  judgment  and 
taste. 

Girls,  don't  imagine  your  future  hap- 
piness is  assured  just  because  you  can 
make  fudge. 

Wild  oats  is  a  peculiar  grain.  It  is 
sown  in  a  bottle  and  reaped  in  the  pa- 
trol wagon. 

To  be  sweet-tempered  and  smiling 
while  putting  up  a  stove  is  a  masculine 
impossibility. 
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A  designing  wretch  is  the  fellow  who 
falls  in  love  at  first  sight  with  a  widow's 
bank  acooant. 

The  man  who  trains  the  Christmas  tree 
to  sprout  its  own  presents  will  be  a  mill- 
ionaire. 

The  man  who  heads  the  faneral  often 
has  a  larger  following  than  he  ever  had 
in  life. 

If  men  didn't  boast  of  their  honesty 
once  in  a  while,  the  world  woald  never 
know  they  had  ^ny. 

Cleanliness  may  be  next  to  (godliness 
with  some  people,  bat  it's  next  to  im- 
possibility with  others. 

Jf  man  could  find  as  many  excases  for 
S^ing  to  church  as  he  does  for  taking  a 
drink,  he  would  be  more  pious. — ^Balti- 
more Labor  Leader. 


The  Reformer 


From  the  man  who  takes  himself  too 
seriously,  and  from  him  who  thinks  that 
other  people  do — deliver  usl  The  first 
most  be  a  burden  to  himself,  while  the 
latter  is  a  bore  to  others.  You  have  met 
both  types — ^the  man  with  a  * 'mission," 
and  he  who  imagines  that  the  world  is 
determined  that  he  shall  not  carry  it  out. 
Both  are  usually  narrow,  bitter,  censo- 
rious. Your  average  reformer  can  see 
only  one  thing.  Everything  else  to  him 
is  painfully  distorted,  and  inadequate. 
He  cannot  believe  that  there  is  another 
view-point,  and  that  e&th  new  vision 
presents  a  new  outlook.  *He  is  an  indi- 
vidualist of  the  rankest  kinjd.  It  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  get  h\^  *iined  up" 
with  the  rest  of  us,  whos,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  must  have  had  other  experi- 
ences which  give  us  other  ideas.  These 
ideas  may  not  be  as  good  as  his,  but  they 
have  come  to  us  as  a  part  of  our  mental 
equipment.  And  because  they  form  so 
large  a  part  of  a  real,  vital  human  exper- 
ience, they  must,  of  necessity,  be  a  fac- 
tor in  determining  how  all  the  needs  of 
men  are  to  be  met.  If  all  men  were  run 
through  molds — made  from  the  same 
pattern  and  the  same  material — then  the 
problem  would  be  simple.  Or,  if  human 
nature  could  be  eliminated,  then  the  so- 
lution might  come  easier  to  hand.  But 
overy  man  is  a  problem  by  himself  and 


requires  individual  treatement.  You 
cannot  handle  men  in  the  mass.  Qod 
never  intended  that  this  should  be  so. 
What  might  suffice  for  the  man  of  slug- 
gish temperament,  who  is  never  disturbed 
by  a  single  new  idea,  will  not  answer  for 
that  throbbing  human  engine ;  who,  with 
red  blood  in  his  veins,  is  fired  with  a  rush 
of  thought  that  arouses  the  deepest  pas- 
sions. 

It  isn't  that  we  object  to  the  man  who 
has  a  mission.  We  need  him.  But  some- 
times a  sense  of  humor  would  save  him 
and  us  from  serious  embarrassment.  As 
for  the  poor  fellow  who  thinks  that  every- 
body is  set  against  him  on  account  of 
jealous  or  ignorance — he  is  to  be  pitied. 
He  is  his  own  worst  enemy.  People  do 
not  think  about  him  nearly  as  much  as 
his  self -consciousness  leads  him  to  sup- 
pose. Neither  do  they  oppose  him  quite 
as  much  as  he  foolishly  imagines. — By 
the  Rev.  Charles  Steele. 


The  Tragedy  of  ''Getting  Square."* 

What  an  awful  price  people  pay  for 
the  determination  to  '*get  square"  with 
those  they  fancy  have  injured  them  I  No 
matter  what  others  do  to  us,  every  bit 
of  retaliation,  every  bit  of  injury  we  do 
to  them,  every  blow  intended  for  an- 
other, really  wounds  ourselves. 

A  bitter,  revengeful  thought  is  a 
boomerang  which  is  hurled  back  to  the 
thrower.  It  is  impossible  to  injure  an- 
other either  in  thought  or  in  deed  without 
receiving  the  blow  ourselves. 

What  a  terrible  price  many  people  pay 
for  their  revenge — a  price  which  often 
staggers  their  advancement,  kills  their 
efficiency,  ruins  their  characters. 

I  have  known  people  to  carry  for  years 
feelings  of  bitter  hatred  and  revenge  for 
a  fancied  wrong,  to  hold  a  revengeful 
determination  to  **get  square"  with  those 
who.  injured  them,  until  their  whole 
characters  were  so  changed  that  they 
became  almost  inhuman. 

No  one  can  carry  a  grudge  against 
another,  a  hatred  thought,  a  revengful 
determination,  a  desire  to  injure  others, 
without  a  fatal  deterioration  of  charac- 
ter, as  well  as  serious  impairment  of  his 
getting-on    ability    and   his   happiness. 
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People  little  realize  what  they  do  when 
they  harbor  these  happiness-destroying^, 
success-killing  thoughts  toward  others. 
Such  feelings  kill  spontaneity,  blight  the 
character  and  stifle  self-expression. 

No  one  can  do  his  best  work  while  he 
harbors  revengeful  or  even  unfriendly 
thoughts  toward  others.  Our  faculties 
only  give  up  their  best  when  working  in 
perfect  harmony.  There  must  be  good 
will  in  the  heart  or  we  cannot  do  good 
work  with  the  head. 

Hatred,  revenge  and  jealousy  are  rank 
poisons,  as  fatal  to  all  that  is  noblest  in 
us  as  arsenic  is  fatal  to  the  physical  life. 

Just  think  how  unmanly  it  is  to  be 
waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  injure  an- 
other, or  to  '*get  square"  with  some 
one  I  If  you  wish  to  make  the  most  of 
yourself,  and  have  peace  of  mind,  never 
retire  at  night  with  an  unkind  feeling 
toward  any  one  in  the  world.  Forget, 
forgive.  Let  not  the  sun  go  down  upon 
your  wrath. 

You  cannot  afford  the  fatal  rankling 
of  these  hatred  and  revengeful  javelins 
in  your  soul.  They  are  success  killers, 
happiness  destroyers.— St.  Joseph  (Mo.) 
Unionist. 


To  Organized  Labor. 

There  are  at  present  some  46,000  gar- 
ment workers  out  on  strike  in  the  city 
of  Chicago.  These  people  were  previous- 
ly in  the  employ  of  Hart,  Schaffner  & 
Marx,  B.  Kuppenheimer  &  Co.,  and 
about  a  hundred  other  ready-made  and 
made-to-measure  clothing  concerns. 

The  conditions  under  which  these 
people  were  compelled  to  work  were  of 
the  vilest  kind: 

1.  Denied  the  right  to  belong  to  and 
discrimination  against  and  dismissal  for 
belonging  to  a  trade  union. 

2.  Compelled  to  secure  a  pass  from  a 
foreman  to  get  a  drink  of  water  or  go  to 
the  lavatory. 

3.  Compelled  to  pay  for  soap  in  the 
wash  rooms. 

4.  Petty  fines  for  various  infractions 
of  rules,  materially  decreasing  their 
earnings. 

6.  The  system  changed  from  week  to 
piece  work  and  the  prices  paid  being  so 


low  so  as  to  make  the  highest  speed 
necessary  to  earn  sufficient  to  keep  body 
and  sool  together. 

And  many  other  tyrannies  too  numer- 
ous to  mention. 

We  are  paying  no  strike  benefite,  but 
have  commissary  departments  to  feed 
the  strikers,  and,  there  being  45,000  of 
them,  it  takes  a  large  sum  of  money. 

On  behalf  of  these  people  we  make 
an  appeal  for  funds  that  are  urgently 
needed.  Act  at  on6e,  as  the  case  is  a 
needy  one. 

This  appeal  received  the  unanimous 
endorsement  at  the  St.  Louis  session  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
Fraternally  yours, 

B.  A.  Larobb, 

General  Secretary,  United  Qarment 
Workers  of  America. 

Send  all  funds  to  B.  A.  Larger,  Oen'l 
Sec'y,  U.  G.  W.  of  A.,  117  Bible  House, 
New  York  City. 


Protect  the  Boys. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  warn  the  parents 
of  boys,  that  contemplate  apprenticing 
them  in  any  factory  of  the  saddlery  and 
harness  industry,  except  where  the  num- 
ber is  limited,  to  thoroughly  investigate 
the  conditions  prevailing,  before  giving 
your  consent  and  being  a  party  to  the 
crime  of  enslaving  your  boy  and  placing 
him  in  a  condition  of  servitude,  for  the 
rest  of  his  life,  without  just  compensation. 

The  facts  in  connection  with  this  in- 
dustry as  it  effects  the  future  of  the  boy 
are:  Without  the  number  of  appren- 
tices are  limited  the  boy  will  never  be- 
come a  mechanic  in  the  trade  and  will 
never  be  able  to  command  a  scale  of 
wages  sufficient  to  occupy  the  intended 
position  in  life,  equality  with  all  man- 
kind, or  will  he  be  able  to  rear  and  edu- 
cate a  family  of  children,  sufficiently  to 
enable  them  to  occupy  a  position  other 
than  one  of  servitude  with  all  the  trials 
and  the  accompanying  denials  of  the 
luxuries  of  life  and  many  of  the  things, 
under  the  American  standard  of  living, 
classed  as  necessities. 

Some  of  the  manufacturers  in  this  line 
are  filling  their  factories  with  boys  and 
each  one  is  put  to  work  upon  some  piece 
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ot  bameBS,  and  under  instructions  he  is 
taugbt  bow  to  make  this  particular  piece, 
he  thuB  becomes  a  part  of  a  machine 
but  never  a  mechanic,  therefore  occu- 
pies only  an  infinitesimal  position  and 
completely  at  the  mercy  of  a  class  of 
employers  that  have  demonstrated  by 
institnting  this  system  into  their  facto- 
ries, the  greed  for  gain  is  greater  than 
the  welfare  of  the  human  family. 

In  factories  where  we  have  working 
agreements,  the  apprentice  is  taught 
step  by  step  intricacies  of  the  trade,  and 
if  be  applies  himself  and  has  any  me- 
chanical instinct  at  the  close  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship, he  becomes  a  mechanic  in 
his  chosen  trade  and  able  to  build  a  har- 
ness or  saddle  complete  and  command 
the  wages  of  a  mechanic,  prevailing, 
and  I  wish  to  assure  you  such  wages  is 
totally  insufficient  at  the  present  time 
to  support  a  family  as  they  should  be 
supported. 

Beware  -of  the  manufacturer  who  cries 
down  the  system  of  trade  unions  in  lim- 
iting the  number  of  apprentices,  endeav- 
oring to  show  that  it  limits  the  oppor- 
tunity of  the  boys  to  become  self  sup- 
porting; to  the  contrary,  their  purpose 
is  to  lower  the  standard  of  living  and  to 
make  slaves  out  of  the  boys  that  will 
serve  their  purpose  when  they  become 
men,  totally  unfitted  ad  mechanics,  to 
command  the  respect  and  compensation 
as  such. 

Such  employers  are  only  striving  to 
reduce  the  cost  of  production  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  workers  and  through  com- 
bination market  the  product  at  the  top- 
most price,  in  dii'ect  violation  of  the 
anti-trust  laws. 

Parents  who  may  see  this  article,  if 
you  are  contemplating  placing  your  boy, 
or  if  he  has  commenced  under  the 
conditions  here  described,  to  learn  any 
trade  connected  with  the  saddlery  and 
harness  industry,  you  will  do  your  son 
valuable  service  and  exercise  a  moral 
duty  to  your  child  by  causing  him  to 
give  up  the  work  or  to  banish  any  idea 
he  may  have  of  engaging  in  it.  Frater- 
nally, W.  E.  Bryan, 
Gen.  President. 

International  United  Brotherhood  of 
Leather  Wwk^W  QH  Horee  Goods. 


An  Enterprising  Union. 


It  is  not  as  well  known  as  it  might  be 
that  the  typographical  union  is  interested 
in  a  trade  educational  project.  A  book- 
let just  from  the  press  tells  us  that  nearly 
eighteen  hundred  students  are  enrolled 
and  that  the  lessons — which  are  given  by 
correspondence — are  sold  below  cost 
price.  The  union  furnishes  wh  at  in  high- 
er educational  circles  would  be  called  an 
endowment  by  paying  all  advertising 
and  promotional  expenses  and  giving 
each  person  who  finishes  the  Course  from 
%6  up.  It  is  estimated  that  from  |8,000 
to  flO.OOO  a  year  is  expended  in  this  way 
by  all  the  typographical  unions. 

The  booklet  referred  to  contains  testi- 
monials from  students  of  the  Course,  and 
from  the  youth  of  seventeen  to  the  vet- 
eran of  sixty-four  they  say  the  instruc- 
tion given  is  of  high  value  and  well  worth 
the  time  and  money  required.  This  is 
but  one  of  the  many  projects  sustained 
by  the  printers  union.  It  has  spent  a 
million  dollars  maintaining  a  home  and 
tuberculosis  sanatorium  which  is  con- 
ceded to  be  in  the  front  rank  of  world 
institutions  for  fighting  the  white  plague. 
It  has  also  a  pension  system  for  aged  and 
infirm  members  which  costs  about  |200,- 
000  a  year.  The  minimum  penson  is  $4 
a  week ;  in  the  larger  cities  this  is  sup- 
plemented by  the  local  union  so  that  in 
New  York  pensioners  draw  |8  a  week 
and  in  Chicago  |7. 


Drawing  a  train  of  twelve  cars  and 
rushing  over  the  rails  at  a  speed  of  forty- 
five  miles  an  hour  on  a  stretch  of  track 
near  Toronto,  a  powerful  engine  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  service  was 
brought  to  a  quick  standstill,  with  the 
throttle  wide  open  and  the  engineer 
standing  in  his  cab  a  mere  spectator, 
like  those  present  with  him,  to  view  the 
effect.  The  brakes  had  been  applied  on 
the  locomotive  and  the  train  of  cars  by  a 
wireless  wave  of  electricity.  Experi- 
ments with  a  wireless  train-control  sys- 
tem have  been  quietly  conducted  by  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company 
since  May  last,  and  this  recent  demon- 
stration was  the  culmination  of  a  long 
series  of  successful  tests. 
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The  Battle  of  Life. 


Life  ifl  not  a  Bummer  holiday,  or  aper- 
Bonally  oonduoted  tour  through  Joy  land, 
or  a  dream  we  must  accept  Just  as  it 
comes;  it  is  a  struggle,  a  battle.  It  is 
not  easy;  it  cannot  be  made  really  easy; 
but  we  can  make  it  a  bit  easier  for  our- 
selves and  others.  We  must  do  our  part ; 
we  must  fight — fight,  too,  with  no  war 
maps  of  the  full  campaign  spread  out  be- 
fore us  for  our  consultation  and  inspira- 
tion. We  must  fight  the  enemy  that  is 
nearest,  vanquish  the  duty  that  stands 
in  our  way,  help  the  faint  and  fallen, 
win  every  vantage  point  of  higher,  clear- 
er vision,  be  ready  for  whatever  comes, 
with  a  true  soldier's  defiance  of  the  odds 
against  him.  Whatever  is  worth  while 
is  worth  the  fight  to  attain  it.  If  you 
want  happiness,  fight  for  it  like  a  man; 
fight  to  be  worthy  of  it;  fight  to  win  it; 
fight  to  keep  it;  fight  to  share  it;  fight 
to  help  others  get  theirs.  And,  when 
things  look  darkest,  fight  harder. 

The  battlefield  in  our  fight  for  happiness 
is  not  the  world,  but  self.  Mere  attain- 
ment of  wealth,  fame,  success,  position, 
power  or  possession  dOes  not  necessarily* 
bring  happiness.  The  history  of  the 
ages  proves  this.  Happiness  comes  ever 
from  within.  It  is  the  atmosphere  of  an 
inner  calm  and  peace.  We  must  battle 
against  the  elements  within  us  that  keep 
happiness  from  us,  and  valiantly  on  the 
side  of  those  that  will  help  us  win  it. 
There  are  traits  within  us  that  often 
poison  the  cup  of  happiness  when  it  is 
safe  within  our  hand — ^jealousy,  malice, 
stubbornness,  envy,  pride,  selfishness, 
idleness,  fear,  worry,  suspicion  and  a 
host  of  others. — William  George  Jordan 
Globe-Democrat. 


On  the  theory  that  a  section  laborer  is 
"within  the  general  line  of  hazard  inher- 
itent  in  the  railway  business,"  although 
not  engaged  in  the  actual  operation 
of  trains,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  today  upheld  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  Mississippi  law  abroga- 
ting the  fellow-servant  rule  as  to  **every 
employe  of  a  railroad  corporation."  It 
has  been  claimed  that  a  section  laborer 
eould  not  be  held  to  be  engaged  m  9t 


hazardous  occupation  and  therefore  that 
the  law  was  unconstitional. 

The  point  arose  in  the  case  of  Ray 
Hicks,  of  Newton  County,  Mississippi. 
Judgment  of  |7,500  in  favor  of  his  heirs 
was  awarded  in  the  Mississippi  courts 
against  che  Mobile,  Jackson  and  Kansas 
City.  The  suit  was  then  appealed  to  the 
Supreme  Court. 


What  Better  Wages  Mean. 

'^Unfitness  means  low  wages,  low 
wages  mean  insufficient  food,  and  in- 
sufficient food  means  unfitness  for  work, 
so  that  the  vicious  circle  is  complete." 
This  is  what  Rountree  calls  the  ** vicious 
circle  of  poverty."  *'May  we  not,  how- 
ever, say  conversely,"  writes  Frederick 
Almy  in,  the  Survey,  **that  increased 
income  through  better  wages  means 
better  food  and  quarters;  these  mean 
better  strength  and  courage;  these  mean 
better  work  and  income,  and  so  instead 
of  an  endless  chain  of  poverty  we  may 
have  an  endless  chain  of  progress." 


Benefit  of  Untonisnu 

More  than  two  millions  of  dollars  in 
actual  money  added  to  the  pay  roll  of 
the  railroad  telegraphers  during  the 
year  1910,  as  a  result  of  the  efforts  of 
the  Order  of  Railway  Telegraphers,  is 
the  best  evidence  of  the  success  at- 
tained by  that  order.  A  long  pull,  a 
strong  pull  and  a  pull  altogether  has 
accomplished  wonders.  —  Saint  Louis 
Labor. 


A  THOROUGH  organization  of  labor  di- 
rected by  wise  and  conservative  leader- 
ship is  the  strongest  fortification  that 
can  be  established  for  the. conservation 
of  our  republican  form  of  government. 
It  is  the  strongest  guarantee  that  our 
constitutional  liberties  will  be  protected 
and  perpetuated.  Without  such  an  ef- 
fective balance  of  power  we  will  become 
a  judicial  monarchy  controlled  by  selfish 
moneyed  interests  that  will  lead  the 
nation  back  to  the  oppression  and  tyran- 
ny that  our  forefathers  fought  against 
and  from  which  they  successfully  es- 
caped.— Syracuse  Industrial  Weekly, 
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New  Railway  BttHtin  1910. 

The  following  is  a  reoord  of  new  traok 
construction  in  the  United.Stiates,  Cana- 
da, and  Mexico  in  1910,  compiled  from 
direct  information.  This  includes  only 
track  which  adds  to  the  mileage  of  the 
road.  Second,  third  and  fourVh  tracks, 
sidings,  spurs  and  yard  track  are  given 
in  another  table.  These  have  beenM^ept 
strictly  separate  in  these  cplumijs,  Where- 
as in  other  tabulations  published  at 
about  this  time,  they  are  "frequently 
mixed  in  with  new  roids:  ♦* 

•;  MIL.E8. 

Alabama - .....113,600' 

Alaska ^.-.-.- 67,00Q 

Arizona ' 97,774 

Arkansas .:..'....:: r..;...;A.^  60,640 

California :...  ..296,978 

Colorado - U  '^^030 

District  of  Columbia 3,780 

Florida : .....:......a5^,460 

Georgia  :...r..,.:....-. 101, 80a 

Idaho .- ...271,700 

Indiana ~- ^  ' 13,500 

Illinois ....:....::.....::  89^,390* 

Iowa 43,170 

Kansas ,.... :.  .- 15^000 

Kentucky -. ••:. *    •.  38,850 

Louisiana  «.: :..125,240; 

Maine  .-.....^3^230 

Maryland :' ^4,540; 

31ichjgan 58,300[ 

Minnesota ..:..276,660.' 

Mississippi •-  23,230 

Missouri -.. ■  -  22,^  r 

Montana :: :  121,470^ 

Nebraska :  •      12,960 

New  Jersey ..-. 10,680 

Nevada 12,250 

New  Mexico ' : 41,460 

New  York 75,728' 

North  Carolina :....137.970 

Ohio •• • 5,700; 

North  Dakota 300.960^ 

Oklahoma 210,820 

Oregon  .'.178,940 

Pennsylvanic-v 42,270 

South  Carolina 19,570 

South  Dakota  ..- 206,600 

Tennesee 41,440 

Texas 789,680 

Utah..- ;•    2,000 

Viiginia 33,560 


Washington ~ 55,260 

Wisconsin 104,990 

Wyoming 21,180 

Canada. 1,842,880 

Mexico 138,369 


Total... 6,392,929 

auhliaby  track  built  in  1910. 

MILES. 

United  States 3,464,090 

Canada 315,510 

Mexico 40,362 

:      Total 3,809,962 

2964.49  miles  of  automatic  block  signals 
were  extended  in  1910,  and  3571.97  miles 
of  non  antomatic  signals  was  extended 
in  1910  in  the  United  States. —Railway 
and  Engineering  Review. 


The  Workingman's  Duty. 

.  The  laborer  has  wrongs  to  right,  has 
'  obstacles  to  remove.    He  has  not  only  a 

right  but  a  duty  to  seek  to  correct  these 

wrongs  and  remove  these  obstacles,  and 

he  has  a  right — nay,  a  duty — to  combine 

with  his  fellows  in  his  work. 

I  look  upon  the  organization  of  labor- 
.  ers  as  the  morning  star  of  the  new  day, 

the  latest  and  finest  product  of  social 

evolution. 
Let  them  find  each  other  out,  discuss 

their  common  interests,   discover  their 

mutual  Qbltgfttion,   study   together  the 

perplexing  riddle  of  life. 
Let  them  combine.     Help  them  com- 
*  bine. — Rev.  Jenkin  Lloyd  Jones. 


"  Passes  Safe  Boiler  Bill. 

"  Responding  to  petitions  from  60,000  lo- 
comotive operatives,  the  senate  today 
passed  the  Burkett  bill  requiring  inter- 
state, rahways  to  equip  their  locomotives 
witti  **safe  and  siiitable*' boilers. 
'  The  bill  requires  complete  inspection 
of  all  locomotives,  and  to  this  end  pro- 
vides for  the  appointment  of  a  corps  of 
fifty  district  inspectors,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  cHief  inspector  and  two  assist- 
ants. 

These  inspectors  are  to  be  appointed 
only  upon  taking  a  civil  service  exami- 
nation. 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRESRONDENTS. 

All  oontribntloiis  to  oar  correspondenoe  columns  most  be  in  NOT  LATBB  than  the  TENTH  OF  THS 
MONTH  to  insure  publication. 

Artides  most  be  written  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Noms  de  plume  may  be  used,  but  every  article 
onutbeaooompaniedby  the  full  name  and  address  of  the  writer  to  insure  insertion. 

We  shall  be  i^ad  to  receive  articles  on  any  subject  of  general  interest  to  the  fraternity. 

Sectarian,  partisan,  sectional  or  racial  discussions  will  not  be  printed. 

All  communications  are  subject  to  revision  or  rejection,  as  the  editor  may  deem  proper. 

nie  editor  does  not  assume  responsibility  for  the  opinions  expressed  by  contributors  in  this  department. 

All  correspondence  pertaining  to  the  Adyooatb  should  be  addressed  to  8.  J.  Pbqo.  Editor  and  Manager, 
Yaaol  Building.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


President's  Message. 

Another  year,  with  its  responsibilities 
■nd  opportunities,  is  stretching  oat  be« 
fore  OS,  and  so  quickly  is  the  time  for 
making  the  best  of  our  opportunities  and 
realizing  to  the  fullest  extent  our  re- 
sponsibilities passing  a-way  that  when 
you  read  this  one  month  will  have 
slipped  quickly  by  in  1911. 

My  brief  gpreeting  in  the  January  Ad- 
vocate gave  the  information  that  we 
would  have  the  award  of  the  conciliation 
board  on  three  roads — the  Canadian 
Pacific,  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  and  the 
Canadian  Northern  west  of  Port  Arthur 
—early  in  January.  On  the  invitation 
of  Mr.  Lfoe,  our  commissioner,  to  be 
present  when  the  commissioners  meet 
to  form  their  awards  on  the  C.  P.  and 
0.  N.  Rys.,  which  is  January  6,  I  replied 
by  stating  that  Brothers  Irwin,  Dorey 
and  Fljozdal  were  on  the  ground  and  I 
knew  them  to  be  perfectly  able  to  give 
any  additional  information  needed,  but 
*lf  I  we're  required,  just  as  quickly  as 
•team  could  carry  me,  I  would  be  with 
them.  I  am  certain  before  the  Journal 
k  closed  for  the  printers,  we  will  have 
the  awards  for  all  three  roads,  and,  in- 
deed, I  have  no  doubt  that  the  award 
.lor the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  is  ready  for 
'pieaentation  to  the  minister  of  labor 
*;)iOw,  as  the  board  had  both  the  officials' 
add  our  statements  when  Chairman 
Barker  and  his  committee  left  for  the 


west.  So  I  expect  on  the  reiMsembling 
of  the  board  on  the  0th  this  award  will 
be  sent  to  the  honorable,  the  minister  of 
labor,  and  I  will  at  once  receive  a  copy. 
Just  as  soon  as  I  do,  I  shall  hand  it  to 
Editor  Pegg  for  the  information  of  all 
our  readers.  This  will  be  the  first  sched- 
ule for  the  maintenance-of-way  employes 
on  this  line.  The  general  manager  is 
Mr.  Chamberlain,  late  of  the  Canada- 
Atlantic  Railway,  who  gave  a  good 
schedule  of  rules  to  the  trackmen  of  that 
road,  so  he  is  not  dealing  with  mainte- 
nance-of-way employes  for  the  first  time. 
(General  Superintendent  Brewer  repre- 
sented the  company  before  the  concilia- 
tion board  and  seemed  to  wish  to  be  fair.' 
He  has  a  rather  backward  idea,  however, 
as  to  rates  for  laborers,  and  clings  to  the 
**8upply  and  demand"  theory.  That  is 
all  right  for  cattle  and  inanimate  objects, 
but  takes  no  account  of  this  fundamental 
fact  that  for  a  man  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States  there  should  be  a  standard 
of  living  and  a  rate  of  pay  to  support  it, 
which  will  be  sufficient  to  enable  a  man 
to  maintain  a  man  in  comfort,  educate 
his  children,  clothe  them  well  and  warm- 
ly for  our  winter  weather,  and  give  a 
little  to  lay  by  for  a  rainy  day.  This 
should  be  for  all  men,  citizens  of  our 
country,  whether  their  work  entails  any 
gpreat  skill  and  relUponsibility  or  not.  But 
in  the  case  of  our  men,  who  have  to 
inspect  and  maintain  the  tracks  and 
bridges  and  interlocking  system  of  our 
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coantry,  and  in  whose  fidelity,  skill  and 
effloienoy  the  lives  of  all  who  travel  by 
rail  depend,  the  rate  of  pay^  in  addition 
to  providing  for  the  wants  of  the  family, 
should  also  be  sufficient  to  take  account 
of  the  responsibility  placed  upon  us. 
The  rate  of  pay  should  be  sufficient  to 
make  it  an  incentive  to  men  to  hold  their 
positions,  and  for  the  proper  class  of 
educated  young  men  of  good  character 
to  seek  them,  remain  and  grow  up  with 
the  road  and  thus  have  the  esprit  de 
corps  so  essential  to  the  highest  success 
of  any  such  enterprise  as  the  modem 
railway. 

This  cannot  be  expected  where  the 
pay  is  so  low  as  to  offer  no  inducement 
to  the  right  kind  of  man  to  begin  on  and 
remain  with  the  work.  At  present  rates 
and  present  cost  of  living,  the  mainte- 
nanoe-of-way  service  is  too  much  looked 
upon  merely  as  a  place  to  earn  a  little 
money  to  help  him  move  elsewhere,  or 
to  wait  until  more  attractive  work  offers. 
I  have  hope  that  the  commission  will 
take  a  broad  and  liberal  view  of  this 
matter,  and,  indeed,  cannot  cease  won-^ 
dering  why  the  railway  companies  them- 
selves do  not  act  in  accord  with  a  more 
enlightened  wage  policy  in  our  case. 

Our  comrades  in  the  engine,  train  and 
telegraph  service,  h^ve  had  their  rates 
increased,  although,  as  compared  with 
ours,  they  seemed  very  good  before  the 
increase.  I  do  not  at  all  doubt  that  they 
deserve  the  10  per  cent  increase  given 
them,  but  assuredly,  in  that  case,  our 
claims  have  double  merit.:  I  am  hopeful, 
too,  that  these  awards  Vill  make  still 
more  popular  this  metlSod  of  settling 
wages  controversies,  and  Jthat  the  award 
will  be  so  generous  the  representatives 
of  the  men  will  have  no  difficulty  in  ac- 
cepting it.  The  companies  can  all  well 
afford  this,  and  the  0.  P.  E.  did  not  even 
make  pretense  of  being  unable,  however 
unwilling  they  might  seem  to  feel,  but 
I  am  very  sure  that  in  tliis,  as  in  every 
former  increase  given  us,  an  increase  in 
the  net  earnings  of  the  company  will 
follow  any  increase  in  our  rates,  and 
that  for  every  nickel  we  get  the  C.  P.  R. 
and  other  treasuries  will  get  a  dollar. 

Mr.  Leonard,  who,  along  with  general 
Burperintendents  Qutelius  and  Arundel, 


of  the  Superior  and  Western  divisions, 
represented  the  C.  P.  R.,  drove  out  the 
old^ wagon  which  I  recognized  at  once  as 
an  old  friend  of  the  days  of  1900,  when 
we  first  met  the  management  of  the 
O.  P.  R.  Mr.  Leonard  brought  the 
wagon  out  with  the  same  old  argument 
presented  to  us  then,  viz.:  Suppose 
there  were  two  wagon  makers  in  the 
same  city,  one  of  whom  unwisely  gave 
his  employes  more  salary  than  the  other. 
Now,  observe,  said  he,  what  would 
happen.  His  wagoAs  would,  of  necessi- 
ty, be  dearer  than  those  of  his  compet- 
itor, his  business  would  fall  off,  owing 
to  his  competitor  with  the  cheap  labor, 
and  the  generous  fellow,  with  his  high- 
priced  labor,  would  go  into  bankruptcy. 

I  greeted  the  good  old  wagon  as  an 
old  friend,  and  called  the  attention  of 
the  commissioners  to  the  fact  that  this 
same  good  vehicle  and  this  same  argu- 
ment was  presented^  but  failed  to  appeal 
to  us,  in  1900.  We  then,  as  now,  assured 
the  officials  the  effect  of  one  wagon 
maker  raising  his  employes'  wages  above 
his  competitor  would  have  the  very 
opposite  effect  to  that  stated  by  Mr. 
Leonard.  It  would  bring  to  his  service 
the  best  sldll  in  the  wagon  making  busi- 
ness. His  wagons  would  be  prized  so 
highly  and  the  demand  for  them  become 
so  igreat  he  would  be  unable  to  fill  his 
orders,  and  it  would  be  his  cheap-labor 
competitor  who  would  be  facing  bpuk- 
ru^tcy,  owing  to  his  niggardly  jKjIicy. 

And  most  assuredly  the  after  years 
prdfired  the  truth  of  our  contention,  for 
most  of  the  time  since  then  the  O.  P.  B. 
has  been  apologizing  and  explaining  to 
its  numerous  patrons  that  they  were 
unable  to  move  their  traffic,  so  abun- 
dantly offered,  owing  to  the  lack  of 
locomotives  and  cars,  and  this,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  they  had  orders 
for  locomotives  in  every  locomotive 
foundry  in  America,  and  for  cars  in  every 
car  factory.  So  I  am  persuaded  it  would 
be  again  that,  if  we  can  get  a  respectable 
increase  in  rates,  not  only  on  the  C.  P. 
R.,  but  on  every  other  road,  the  service, 
wherever  possible,  will  be  improved,  a 
better  class  of  men  brought  to  the  road, 
and  the  net  earnings  of  the  company 
continue  as  in  the  past  to  show  as  great 
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an  increase,  just  in  proportion  as  they 
increased  the  rate  of  their  employes. 

The  chief  argument  Mr.  Leonard  had 
to  offer  was  that  he  was  paying  more 
than  other  roads,  and  the  proper  reply 
to  that  was  that  these  other  roads  are 
not  getting  the  service  from  their  em- 
ployes that  the  O.  P.  R.  is.  Neither 
shonld  men  who  have  a  proper  interest 
in  themselves  and  their  families,  men 
who  wish  to  maintain  and  educate  their 
families  to  become  citizens  who  will  be 
a  credit  to  the  country,  be  compelled  to 
bring  down  their  standard  of  living  to 
that  of  those  who  are  willing  to  bring 
Qp  their  families  in  sqaalor  and  igno- 
rance. 

So,  waiting  hopefully  for  an  award 
from  these  different  boards  that  will 
popularize  this  method  of  settling  labor 
difficulties  and  banish  the  thought  even 
of  a  resort  to  a  strike,  I  trust  that  our 
next  journal  will  give  you  the  news  of 
an  award  accepted  all  round  and  fairly 
satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 

I  cannot  close  the  subject  without  ex- 
pressing my  gpratification  at  the  excellent 
way  in  which  the  case  of  the  mainte- 
nance-of-way  employes  was  presented 
by  their  representatives,  Vice-President 
Irwin  and  Chairmen  Dorey,  Fljozdal  and 
Barker  and  their  respective  committees, 
each  and  all  of  whom  did  good  service. 
Nor  can  I  drop  the  subject  without  the 
pleasing  information  that  we  were  met 
very  cordially  by  the  officials,  and,  for 
the  gentlemen  of  the  commission, 
Messrs.  Judge  McQibbon,  Lee,  McQuigan 
and  Dawsey,  only  words  of  commenda- 
tion could  be  given,  and  I  feel  satisfied 
they  will  live  up  to  the  great  responsi- 
bility which  their  position  as  commis- 
sioners has  placed  upon  them. 

Chairman  Murray  writes  me  that  the 
negotiations  with  the  commissioners 
representing  the  government  railways 
came  to  a  very  unsatisfactory  period, 
when  Chairman  Campbell  wrote  him 
making  some  amendments  to  the  rules, 
but  nothing  worth  mentioning  in  the 
rates.  A  sub-committee  of  the  joint 
protective  boards,  who,  with  Chairman 
Murray,  werfe  g^ven  power  to  bring  the 
matter  to  a  successful  close,  has  been 
called  in  to  Moncton,  and  in  response  to 


Brother  Murray's  request  I  have  sent 
him  full  information  regarding  the  ap- 
plying for  a  conciliation  board  for  the 
government  railways  also,  but  meantime 
I  am  in  communication  with  the  minister 
of  labor  and  the  minister  of  railways 
and  would  like-  very  much  if  we  could 
make  a  settlement  without  calling  in  the 
services  of  another  board.  And  on  this 
I  may  add  an  item  in  the  editorial  part 
of  the  journal  before  our  journal  is  given 
to  the  printers. 

The  new  constitutions  and  rituals,  both 
for  the  Brotherhood  and  the  Auxiliary, 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  our  members  in 
a  few  days.  Various  matters  have  de- 
layed the  sending  out  of  these,  not  the 
least  being  the  very  careful  considera- 
tion given  to  them  by  our  efficient  sec- 
retary-treasurer and  our  talented  solic- 
itor, but  when  they  do  come  out,  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  membership  will  realize 
that  we  have  the  best  constitution  that 
we  have  ever  had. 

The  winter  months  have  somewhat 
retarded  our  progress  in  the  organizing 
line  in  the  northern  and  central  west 
belt,  but  I  am  hopeful  that  with  January 
past,  the  balance  of  1911  should  be  a 
year  of  splendid  work,  and  once  more  I 
invite  the  heartiest  co-operation  of  all 
who  are  members  to  do  what  they  can 
to  assist  us  in  making  the  year  1911 
better  than  any  of  its  predecessors.  Do 
not  let  any  one  think  that  they  cannot 
do  anything.  Each  one  has  an  influence 
that  no  one  else  possesses,  and  all  can 
and  should  do  something.  On  roads 
where  all  maintenance-of-way  employes 
are  eligible  to  membership,  every  fore- 
man should  see  to  it,  not  only  that  he  is 
in  good  standing  himself,  but 'use  his 
influence  with  his  men  to  become  mem- 
bers also.  And  each  should  try  to  bring 
to  the  service  the  very  best  class  of  labor 
that  can  be  procured  for  the  rates  the 
companies  are  willing  to  pay.  Needless 
te  say,  all  hands  should  exercise  them- 
selves on  every  road  to  bring  about  a 
meeting  through  a  solidly  organized 
committee  with  their  managements,  and 
secure  a  better  class  of  labor  through 
securing  a  working  agreement  with  fair 
rates  of  pay. 

I  bespeak  a  good  word  for  the  officerc 
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and  members  of  our  Auxiliary  and  for 
that  worthy  institution.  I  believe  very 
strongly  in  the  benefit  that  the  Auxiliary 
can  be  to  the  Brotherhood  and  feel  cer- 
tain that  when  once  the  mothers,  wives 
and  daughters  of  the  maintenance-of- 
way  employes  realize  thoroughly  how 
closely  the  work  of  the  Brotherhood 
concerns  the  home,  they  will  be  loyal 
supporters  of  organized  labor,  both  in 
the  Brotherhood  and  the  Auxiliary.  In 
the  officers  of  the  Auxiliary  we  have 
women  who  are  part  and  parcel  of  the 
main tenance-of -way  service,  being  the 
wives  or  daughters  of  maintenance-of- 
way  employes,  and  on  that  ground  also 
they  are  certainly  deserving  of  our  sup- 
port and  all  the  encouragement  we  can 
give  them. 

I  bespeak  for  the  Auxiliary  and  for  the 
Brotherhood  a  year  of  great  prosperity 
and  urge  all  to  bring  it  to  pass  by  doing 
''with  their  might  what  their  hands  find 
to  do"  for  both  organizations. 

Wishing  each  and  every  sister  and 
brother  all  the  compliments  of  the  sea- 
son, and  health  and  strength  for  a  good 
happy  year's  work,  and  with  a  special 
good  word  for  our  numerous  correspon- 
dents, who  help  make  the  journal  inter- 
esting, I  am,  yours  very  sincerely  and 
fraternally,  A.  B,  Lows. 


KamsacK,  SasK. 


A  few  lines  to  the  Advocatb  this 
stormy  night.  It  seems  strange  to  be 
back  to  work  again  after  being  off  nearly 
two  months.  I  was  called  to  Dauphin 
on  October  28  and  made  my  first  move 
again  on  the  26th  of  December.  In  the 
interval  I  came  very  near  losing  my 
youngest  boy,  Paddy,  of  scarlet  fever 
and  dropsy.  However,  he  is  on  his  feet 
again  and  improving  in  health. 

I  hope  all  of  our  members  have  enjoyed 
a  merry  Christmas  and  that  they  will  see 
another  happy  year,  and  say  boys,  among 
your  other  New  Year  resolutions  do  not 
forget  to  resolve  to  do  a  little  toward 
improving  our  Brotherhood.  I  hope 
that  the  next  two  years  will  see  the 
Brotherhood  much  stronger,  not  only  in 
numbers  but  in  the  true  spirit  of  Broth- 
erhood. 


I  have  noticed  one  thing  on  my  last 
trip  and  that  is  that  our  boys  in  the  track 
department  are  studying  the  standard 
rules  for  which  they  will  have  to  pass  an 
examin(ition  on  some  time,  so  that  they 
are  studying  at  night  now.  It  is  a  good 
thing  for  it  will  do  away  with  the  old 
plea  of  the  officials  that  a  trackman  is 
not  necessarily  an  educated  or  expert 
craftsman,  but  the  railway  commission- 
ers are  putting  the  insignia  of  education 
on  their  positions,  so  I  figure  that  their 
pay  should  soon  be  on  a  par  with  €he 
other  classes. 

Since  my  last  letter,  I  have  thought 
seriously  on- the  matter  of  organization, 
although  my  time  was  pretty  well  taken 
up  wich  my  wife  and  boy's  illness.  One 
thing  that  impressed  me  somewhat  was 
the  tardiness  of  the  working  of  the  La- 
bor Act  of  Canada.  Take  for  instance 
the  case  of  the  Canadian  Northern,  Can- 
adian Pacific  and  the  Grand  Trunk  Pa- 
cific on  the  29th  of  December.  After  be- 
ing nearly  three  montha  under  advise- 
ment there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  set- 
tlement in  sight  yet,  and  by  the  silence 
maintained  by  the  honorable  board  of 
investigators  it  may  be  some  time  before 
the  decision  is  announced.  I  pity  our 
general  chairman  whom  I  am  sure  is 
tired  of  the  monotony  of  being  tied  up 
in  Toronto  and  Montreal.  I  saw  in  the 
December  Advocate  that  the  honorable 
chairman  had  to  try  a  case  that  came 
under  his  jurisdiction  as  a  judge,  hence 
a  certain  portion  of  the  delay. 

'Do  you  not  think,  my  Canadian  broth- 
ers, that  it  is  nearly  time  a  permanent 
board  of  conciliators  was  appointed  by 
the  government  whose  business  it  would 
be  to  take  evidence  in  any  dispute  that 
came  under  the  Lemieux  Act  and  pay 
these  men  a  good  salary  and  then  it 
would  be  a  quicker  way  of  rushing  a 
finale  of  any  of  these  disputes?  Under 
the  present  conditions  the  men  appoint 
a  man  and  the  company  appoints  a  man 
and  the  two  representatives  appoint  a 
chairman,  who  generally  are  business  or 
professional  men  with  interests  of  their 
own  to  look  after  and  the  sessions  are  at 
the  command  of  the  chairman,  who  can 
hold  lengthy  or  short  sessions  and  which 
through  other  engagements  may  be  ad- 
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Joaraed  for  a  time,  thereby  causing  de- 
Ukj  and  expense  to  our  brotherhood  or 
any  organization  that  may  be  having  a 
dispute  investigated  in  this  way.  The 
wages  allowed  being  only  witness  fees» 
hotel  bills  and  railway  transportation,  in 
Bfanitoba  the  salary  being  |1.50  per  day 
and  it  is  needless  to  say  the  Brotherhood 
has  to  pay  the  remainder,  which  comes 
oQt  of  yoor  pocket,  so  I  think  as  this  act 
is  on  the  statute  books  of  Canada  to  stay 
it  la  np  to  the  men  to  put  up  such  a  howl 
that  this  act  will  not  terminate  in  a  long 
drawn  out  affair  like  this  one  has  proven 
to  be.  Six  months  or  more  is  too  lengthy 
a  proposition  altogether. 

There  is  another  thing  that  should  be 
eliminated  and  that  is,  secret  sessions. 
The  public  is  paying  to  know  the  right 
and  wrong  of  these  questions  and  how 
in  the  name  of  common  sense  are  they 
to  know  without  hearing  the  evidence? 
Sappose,  for  instance,  a  case  like  this: 
A  railroad  company,  and  we  will  say 
the  men  of  the  mechanical  department, 
are  at  loggerheads  and  a  board  is  applied 
for  which  is  granted,  and  secret  sessions 
are  held  and  the  result  then  is  a  decision 
rendered  and  signed  by  the  majority  of 
the  board,  which  is  adverse  to  the  men, 
and  the  men  declare  a  strike  to  get  what 
they  consider  their  rights.  What  does 
the  public  know  about  their  case?  The 
report  says,  **we  find  as  follows,  and 
etc.  etc."  That  is  all  the  public  knows 
about  it  and  that  is  all  the  public  has  to 
render  its  decision  on.  But  suppose  the 
evidence  has  been  published  in  full  for 
and  against  the  men  t  Do  you  not  think 
the  reading  public  would  have  something 
to  help  it  decide  who  is  right  and  who  is 
wrong?  I  think  this  Lemieux  Act  should 
be  amended  so  that  there  would  be  a 
permanent  board  or  boards  under  the 
government's  pay  the  same  as  a  railway 
commissioner,  and  that  all  investigations 
ahoold  be  public,  who  is  paying  for  this 
and  would  get  value  for  their  money  and 
would  be  able  to  render  a  verdict  and 
from  their  opinion  according  to  the  evi- 
dence of  the  different  witnesses  and  not 
according  to  the  views  of  the  majority 
of  the  board. 

I  hope  the  editor  will  not  eliminate  the 
meaning  of  this  letter*  as  I  have  been 


seriously  struck  with  the  position  that 
the  general  public  of  Canada  is  placed  in. 
I  hope  this  letter  will  find  favor  in  your 
eyes  and  that  it  will  be  published  so 
that  it  will  be  a  question  open  for  dis^ 
cussion  among  our  members. 

I  will  close  for  this  time  by  hoping  that 
the  coming  year  will  be  fruitful  of  many 
successes  for  our  craft,  and  may  there 
be  many  new  schedules  and  many  new 
roads  organized  before  a  year  from  date 
arrives. 

I  must  not  forget  to  mention  that 
Bro.  Thos.  Gauthier  called  on  me  in 
Winnipeg,  and  we  had  an  enjoyable  time, 
and  I  say,  come  again,  Tom,  whenever 
you  are  in  the  ''Peg."  I  wislh  to  extend 
to  any  of  our  brother  organizers  who 
may  come  to  Winnipeg  an  invitation  to 
call.  You  will  find  me  for  the  present 
located  at  No.  450  Salter  St.  but  whether 
I  am  at  home  or  not  will  be  another 
question,  but  look  me  up  and  I  will  try 
to  use  you  in  the  right  way. 

Geo.  Kbays, 

Organizer  and  Journal  Agent  for  Ft. 
Garry  Lodge  No.  323. 

Port  Garry  lodge  meets  the  fourth 
Sunday  of  each  month  at  2  o'clock  in 
the  Trades  Hall,  Room  9,  Winnipeg,  and 
you  are  earnestly  requested  to  attend. 
Visiting  brothers  are  as  welcome  as  our 
own  members.  Geo.  Keays. 


Hernando,  Miss. 


I  read  the  other  day  that  the  world 
would  freeze  all  over  in  about  a  million 
years,  so  I  wrote  a  scientist  in  one  of 
your  northern  cities  around  Boston  I 
believe.  He  said  that  it  would  freeze 
around  the  equator  in  about  that  time. 
'A  safe  bet  for  that  scientist.  Did  you 
ever  notice  how  these  scientists  put  the 
happenings  of  their  predictions  along 
way  off  so  that  there  will  be  no  one  pres- 
ent who  heard  them  make  the  prediction. 
Scientists  handle  a  million  in  years  or  in 
miles  as  if  they  were  the  simplest  things 
imaginable. 

Solomon  said  that  there  was  nothing 
new  under  the  sun,  and  according  to  the 
theology  of  a  negro  preacher  down  here, 
that  thing  happened  at  the  equator  be- 
fore.   He  was  preaching  on  the  passage 
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over  the  Red  Sea  by  the  Isrealites,  and 
he  said  that  the  sea  froze  and  that  they 
passed  over  on  the  ice  and  when  the 
Egyptians  started  after  them,  the  ice 
thawed  out  and  they  all  got  drowned. 
One  of  his  deacons  stood  up  and  said, 
**Parson,  it  never  freezes  at  the  equa- 
tor." That  arouses  the  parson  to  assert 
his  knowledge,  his  whole  future  was  at 
stake.  He  looked  scornfully  at  the  dea- 
con and  said,  * 'Brother,  there  was  no 
equator  in  them  days,''  so  according  to 
the  scientist,  he  was  right.  « 

But  it  does  seem  that  the  climate  is 
changing,  at  least,  down  here.  There 
has  been  frost  way  down  in  Florida  and 
Louisiana,  and  it  does  seem  that  there 
will  soon  be  no  North  or  South  as  far  as 
the  climate  is  concerned  only  in  the  de- 
grees of  coldness.  That  will  be  the  only 
difference,  but  the  difference  means 
a  great  deal  when  you  have  no  over- 
coat. 

It  seems  that  the  cold  got  in  its  work 
on  me  sooner  than  usual.  I  caught  a 
cold,  it  was  the  same  old  cold,  but  at  a 
new  time.  This  time,  however,  it  seemed 
to  grip  me  harder  than  any  one  I  ever 
had  before.  I  had  a  crick  in  my  neck 
and  could  only  look  one  way.  Incon- 
^  venient,  isn't  it,  and  I  could  only  lie  on 
one  side  in  bed  and  whenever  I  would 
move  it  would  hurt  so  as  to  cause  me  to 
holler  out.  Mrs.  O'D.  says  that  I  am 
worse  than  a  baby  when  anything  is  the 
matter  with  me.  I  never  noticed  that 
before,  but  a  lady  in  St,  Louis  told  me 
that  all  men  are  big  babies  whenever 
anything  is  the  matter  with  them. 

I  know  that  a  young  man  during  the 
war  wished  that  he  were  a  baby.  We 
were  going  into  the  battle  at  Rosaca. 
Our  young  recruit  got  scared  and  com- 
menced to  cry.  His  captain  said,  **what 
are  you  crying  about.  Bill?  You  are 
crying  worse  than  a  baby."  Bill  replied, 
**I  wish  to  the  Lord  I  were  a  baby,  and 
a  girl  baby  at  that,"  but  Bill  made  a 
good  soldier  after  he  got  hardened  to  it. 
Brother  Gassy,  I  would  have  loved  to 
have  been  with  you  in  Albany.  I  would 
have  given  that  yeli  if  I  went  to  jail  for 
it.  It  is  all  we  have  left  to  be  proud  of 
and  they  ought  not  to  take  that  from  us. 
It  scared  them  pretty  often.    The  pretty 


girls  at  Columbus  would  have  been  just 
to  my  liking. 

I  want  to  call  the  printer's  attention 
to  an  error  he  made  in  my  letter  of  Jan- 
uary. He  has  made  me  say  that  if 
Beauregard  had  followed  up  our  victory 
at  Bull  Run  and  pursued  the  Federals  in- 
to Washington,  that  we  could  have  dic- 
tated terms  of  peace  from  Pennsylvania. 
He  ought  to  have  put  after  Pennsylvania 
that  is  where  the  capitol  stands.  How- 
ever, Walter,  that  is  all  right,  the  man 
who  never  made  a  mistake  died  when  he 
was  a  baby.    Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

T.  J.  O'DONNELL. 


Erdnmonton  Lodge  No.  324. 

Just  a  few  lines  to  the  Advocate  to 
let  you  know  we  held  a  meeting  of  our 
lodge  on  December  18  at  which  our  oflS- 
cers  for  1911  were  elected.  They  are  as 
follows:  President,  Jas.  Mc Arthur;  sec- 
retary-treasurer, R.  King;  journal  agent, 
F.  Wilcox;  chaplain,  J.  Stanton;  war- 
den, P.  Richardson ;  outside  sentinel*  W. 
Eleczso;  grievance  committee,  Jno. 
Fathergill,  chairman  and  Brothers  Mont- 
well  and  S.  Bruce.  The  vice-president, 
conductor  and  inside  sentinel  are  to  be 
elected  at  our  next  meeting. 

Now  members  of  Lodge  No.  324,  what 
appears  to  be  the  trouble?  At  our  meet- 
ing on  December  18  not  nearly  as  many 
members  turned  out  as  should  have, 
more  especially  when  we  consider  the 
meeting  was  for  the  election  of  officers. 
What  excuses  can  you  offer  for  non-at- 
tendance? The  company  is  good  to  give 
us  passes  to  our  lodge  meetings  so  you 
have  no  kick  coming  there  and  the  time 
of  our  meeting  was  advanced  a  week 
ahead  of  the  regular  time  so  that.it 
would  not  bring  it  too  close  too  Christ- 
mas. It  is  too  bad  that  more  do  not  at- 
tend the  meetings,  and  I  hope  that  our 
next  meeting  which  will  be  held  on  the 
last  Sunday  in  March  will  be  better  at- 
tended. Our  new  secretary -treasurer  is 
Bro.  R.  King  and  his  address  is  742  Na- 
mayo  Ave.,  Edmonton,  Alta.  I  will  not 
take  up  any  more  space  at  this  time,  but 
will  let  you  hear  from  me  again  soon. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

JOUBNAJ:.  AQ£NT. 
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Bear  CreeK,  B,  C. 

The  Bnow  shed  on  the  C.  P.  R.  through 
the  mountain  sections  vary  in  length  at 
from  50  to  600  feet  long.  These  sheds 
have  a  clearance  of  23  feet  above  the 
rail.  They  are  built  very  strongly  to 
stand  the  immense  weight  of  snow  which 
slides  from  the  side  of  the  mountains. 
The  timber  used  is  mostly  all  12x12, 
while  the  roofing  is  made  of  three-inch 
planking. 

There  are  about  forty  of  these  sheds 
on  the  grades  from  Roger's  Pass  from 
the  east  and  west.  The  new  shed  built 
last  summer  at  Summit,  one  mile  west 
of  Roger's  Pass,  is  1630  feet  long  and 
contains  approximately  two  and  one- 
h&If  millions  feet  of  timber.  This  shed 
is  built  on  the  spot  where  the  big  slide 
occurred  on  March  4,  1910, 

The  mountains  here  are  very  high  and 
steep,  ranging  from  seven  to  ten  thou- 
sand feetj  and  snow  sheds  also  vary  in 
size  as  well  as  in  length,  some  being 
very  small,  while  others  require  the 
rotary  snow  plow  being  from  thirty  to 
fifty  feet  deep. 

Slides  coming  over  the  sheds  are  so 
heavy  that  the  shed  itself  is  sometimes 
carried  away.  This  happened  in  several 
cases  the  past  spring,  when  parts  of  five 
sheds  were  carried  away.  The  roadbed 
is  also  torn  up  when  the  slide  is  com- 
posed of  very  heavy  snow,  rocks  and 
timber. 

Perhaps  many  of  our  readers  have 
never  heard  a  snow  slide,  but  to  describe 
one  is  too  great  a  task  for  my  pen.  The 
noise  resembles  something  like  distant 
thunder  when  the  slide  is  drawing  to  us, 
but  as  it  approaches  the  volume  of  sound 
increases,  and  when  the  slide  comes  up 
at  the  same  level  as  yourself  it  is  like 
the  explosion  of  ten  thousand  field  pieces 
all  being  discharged  simultaneously. 
The  snow  rushing  down  the  mountain 
side  in  its  passage  to  the  valley  below 
carries  with  it  huge  packs  of  snow  and 
ice,  trees,  rocks  and  everything  that  is 
in  its  pathway.  The  force  that  is  gener- 
ated by  its  passage  in  sufficiently  strong 
to  tear  down  trees  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  valley,  stripping  leaves  off  the 
branches  and  very  often  branches  off 


the  trees.  I  have  heard  the  roar  of 
Niagara,  and  it  is  as  the  blowing  of  a 
tin  horn  as  compared  with  an  ordinary 
heavy  snow  slide. 

When  the  slide  buries  itself  in  the  bed 
of  the  river  it  forms  a  dam.  The  deposit 
of  ice  and  snow  is  sometimes  fifty  to 
sixty  feet  in  depth,  and  water  dammed 
back  by  it  rises  until  it  reaches  the  top, 
and  as  soon  as  the  water  commences  to 
run  over  the  snow  it  quickly  cuts  its 
weight  down  and  thus  releases  the  im- 
mense body  behind  it.  The  next  summer 
you  will  be  able  to  see  pile  of  rock  and 
timber  that  have  been  carried  down 
from  the  side  of  the  mountain  in  the 
different  slides,  and  you  would  be  sur- 
prised to  know  that  these  rocks  have 
been  torn  from  various  places  where 
they  were  apparently  very  solid,  and 
that  the  trees  have  been  cut  off  just  as 
if  they  were  sawed  through,  excepting 
the  breaks  are  not  as  clean  cut.  Trees 
a  foot  or  more  in  diameter  are  cut  in 
this  way  and  carried  down  with  the 
slide. 

During  the  construction  of  the  road,  a 
number  of  serious  accidents  occurred,  one 
of  which  was  on  the  lUicillewaet  when 
Korey  Brothers'  train  was  caught  in  a 
slide  and  men,  horses  and  provisions 
were  hurled  down  to  the  bottom  of  the 
valley,  and  I  believe  that  some  of  the 
bodies  were  never  recovered. 

Wishing  our  brothers  from  the  East, 
North,  South  and  West  a  very  bright 
and  prosperous  new  year,  I  remain, 
fraternally  yours,  Louis  Obhbb. 


Dalmeny,  SasK. 


At  the  last  meeting  of  Humbolt  Lodge 
No.  350,  held  on  December  17,  I  was 
elected  journal  agent,  on  account  of  the 
death  of  Brother  Miller,  of  Invernay ,  who 
died  very  suddenly  on  November  8  and 
who  was,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
journal  agent  of  our  lodge.  Brother 
Miller  had  the  respect  and  love  of  every 
member  of  Humbolt  lodge.  There  were 
about  forty  members  present,  and  great 
interest  was  taken  in  the  meeting.  The 
boys  are  improving  in  their  attendance 
at  our  lodge,  but  there  are  a  number  of 
others  who  have   not  improved  much 
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yet.  We  don't  have  to  walk,  brothers; 
if  you  ask  for  transportation,  yon  always 
g^t  it.  We  have  some  members  in  our 
lodge  who  have  never  missed  a  meeting 
in  the  last  four  years.  Brother  Tolley  is 
one  of  them.  We  regret  very  much  that 
Brother  Gilmore  has  left  Lodge  No.  860 
and  moved  further  west,  but  we  do  know 
that  he  will  be  a  true  and  loyal  brother 
to  our  organization,  wherever  he  may 
happen  to  be,  and  takes  with  him  to  his 
new  home  the  best  wishes  of  all  the 
brothers  in  Humbolt  lodge.  Yours  in 
B.  L.  and  U.,  Journal  Agent. 


Geor^ria  and  FloridiL  Kailway. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  write  a  few 
lines  to  the  Advogatb,  but  knowing  my 
incompetency  makes  it  somewhat  of  a 
burden  for  me  to  write  anything  that 
will  be  of  general  interest  to  our  readers, 
but  as  the  members  of  Douglas  Lodge- 
No.  361  have  elected  me  journal  agent  I 
will  endeavor  to  do  the  best  I  can  and 
that  is  all  that  is  expected  of  me. 

I  took  a  trip  recently  to  South  Caro- 
lina and  spent  a  few  days  during  the  hol- 
idays and  enjoyed  myself  very  much. 
While  making  a  stopover  at  Batesburg  I 
met  Brother  Bhodes  of  that  place  on  the 
Southern  Railway  and  had  a  very  inter- 
esting talk  with  him.  He  says  all  the 
boys  on  the  Columbia  division  are  lined 
up  nicely. 

I  spent  a  day  in  Columbia  and  had  a 
drive  over  the  entire  city.  During  the 
drive  we  traveled  over  some  good  roads 
and  it  makes  me  feel  more  interested  to 
see  the  prosperous  condition  of  every- 
thing, and  I  believe  that  it  would  do 
every  foreman  good  to  take  a  vacation 
occasionally  and  see  something .  beside 
what  is  around  him. 

I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
readers  to  the  December  Advocate  and 
the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  A. 
F.  of  L.  convention,  particularly  to  Res- 
olution No.  78  offered  by  Vice-President 
Vurpia.  I  want  to  say  that  I  gladly  ap- 
IHTove  of  it  and  would  like  to  see  this 
resolution  enforced  and  if  every  foreman 
would  take  more  interest  in  talking  to 
the  public  and  agitating  among  repre- 
sentatives we  would  be  the  gainers.    We 


are  law  abiding  citizens  but  still  we  have 
no  protection  or  resolutions  passed  in 
our  favor,  and  I  think  it  is  time  for  the 
employes  in  the  main  ten  ance-of- way  de- 
partment to  wake  up  as  it  is  a  well 
known  fact  that  the  maintenance-of -way 
department  has  the  heaviest  burden  of 
any  of  the  railway  departments  to  carry. 
One  reason  is  that  there  are  so  many 
ignorant  impostors  and  we  will  always 
have  them  until  there  are  some  resolu- 
tions made  to  prevent  it.  I  could  say  a 
great  deal  more  on  this  subject,  but  I 
will  close  for  this  time.  I  hope  the  boys 
on  the  G.  &  F.  will  not  wait  for  me  to 
do  all  the  writing  for  they  have  the  same 
privilege  as  I  have  if  1  am  the  journal 
agent.    Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U.,  , 

Journal  Agent. 


St.  Paul  Star  Lodge  No.  142. 

In  the  December  issue  of  the  ever- 
welcome  Advancb  Advocate,  Brother 
Kelly  of  Olyboum  lodge  called  attention 
to  the  St.  Paul  Stars,  and  here  we  are 
with  143  members,  after  three  months' 
meetings  in  our  own  hall,  after  Olyboum 
Lodge  No.  246  had  turned  over  forty-five 
members  working  on  the  C,  M.  &  St.  P. 
terminals. 

Al  our  last  meeting  on  December  17, 
we  enrolled  thirty-four  new  members 
and  had  twenty  or  more  sign  applica- 
tions, and  we  are  looking  forward  to  our 
next  meeting  to  place  us  on  the  Brother- 
hood Thermometer. 

Our  meetings  have  always  been  very 
interesting.  It  is  good  to  see  the  earn- 
estness and  enthusiasm  which  the  mem- 
bers display.  Our  president,  Bro.  Tony 
Argentine;  vice-president,  Bro.  Tony 
Rosi ;  secretary-treasurer.  Brother  Walk- 
er; conductor,  Bro.  Wm.  Banallo,  and 
Bro.  W.  B.  Ryan  deserve  special  liiention 
for  their  individual  good  work.  This 
does  not  belittle  the  effective  work  done 
by  other  members  of  the  lodge,  but  I 
think  the  above  named  have  done  ex- 
ceedingly weir.  Let  eve^  one  of  as 
keep  up  the  good  work  and  bring  in  new 
members  at  every  meeting  and  we  shall 
soon  see  the  time  when  a  man  will  be 
ashamed  to  say  '*No"  when  approached 
and  asked  to  join  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.    It 
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iflpleasilig  to  see  so  many  of  those  who 
hive  Dot  yet  been  approached,  come  up 
voluntarily  because  of  the  good  of  the 
Order.  It  seems  to  have  electrified  the 
very  atmosphere  with  its  message  of 
hope  and  cheer.  The  good  work  is 
bound  to  spread,  and  to  spread  the  more 
quickly  if  each  and  every  one  will  help. 
The  letters  in  the  various  languages  in 
the  Advocate  are  very  interesting  and 
a  great  help  to  the  Brotherhood  in  keep- 
ing the  French  and  Italian  speaking 
brothers  posted.  Keep  it  up!  In  this 
iasne  of  the  joomal  you  will  find  a  com- 
monication  from  our  president,  Brother 
Argentine,  addressed  to  the  Italian 
members. 

When  the  next  issue  reaches  us  Christ- 
mas will  have  come  and  gone  and  the 
new  year  will  have  begun.  Let  us  hope 
everybody  has  been  merry  and  are  still 
happy.  Journal  Agent. 

[Note— This  letter  was  intended  for 
the  January  issue,  bat  came  too  late.] 


London,  Ont. 


Kathleen  B.  Ck>LLiNB,  Daughter  of 
Bbo.  W.  T.  Collins,  B.  F. 


Now,  what  do  you  know  about  this? 
In  the  December  issue  of  the  Advocate 
I  noticed  a  letter  from  Mrs.  J.  Wagg^ood 
of  the  Caradox  section,  which  I  read 
with  very  much  interest,  as  letters  from 
this  part  of  the  world  are  few  and  far 
between.  I  am  the  foreman  painter 
who  had  the  gang  painting  Mrs.  Wag- 
g^ood's  residence,  as  mentioned  in  her 
letter. 

Did  you  notice  how  changeable  some 
women  are?  In  the  first  place  she  says, 
**The  painters  are  fixing  things  up  nice- 
ly," but  later  on  she  says,  **The  rain 
will  come  and  wash  the  paint  off  again." 
Now,  if  the  bridge  and  building  master 
reads  that  letter  he  will  ''sack"  all  of 
us,  if  he  finds  that  we  are  selling  the  oil 
and  using  skimmed  milk,  as  is  usually 
used  in  the  country;  and,  my,  oh,  my  I 
if  the  Sherwin-Williams  Paint  Company 
should  read  that  letter,  how  angry  they 
will  be  at  Mrs.  Waggood  for  advising 
the  public  that  rain  would  wash  their 
"waterproof  paint"  off. 

We  all  appreciated  Mrs.  Waggood' s 
hospitality  while  working  at  Caradox, 
and  we  certainly  give  her  credit  for 
making  the  finest  fruit  cake  on  the  line. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smitherman,  a  brother  of 
the  agent,  treated  us  to  an  oyster  supper 
when  we  were  through  painting  the 
depot.  It  all  goes  to  show  how  Brother- 
hood men  are  treated  by  people  with 
good  union  principles.  The  paint  is  on 
this  kind  of  people  to  stay ;  they  are  not 
whitewashed,  to  be  washed  off  when  the 
rain  comes,  like  some  of  our  lukewarm 
brothers,  all  of  whom  are  union  men 
until  a  strike  comes,  like  the  one  inti- 
mated by  Mrs.  Waggood.  They  are 
easily  scared  by  the  officials  and  stick 
to  work. 

As  to  a  raise  in  pay,  etc. ,  they  never 
refuse  a  raise  in  wages,  but  always  show 
the  washed-of  paint  when  it  comes  to 
asking  them  to  g^ve  a  little  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  brainy  brothers  who 
fight  tlie  cause  for  all  alike.  Don't  be 
down  in  the  mouth!  The  time  is  fast 
approaching  when  it  will  be  compulsory 
to  join  the  Brotherhood  and  not  to  have 
to  do  any  coaxing.    We  are  fighting  a 
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noble  fight  now,  so  cheer  up,  brothers; 
"it  will  all  come  out  iu  the  wash." 

When  you  ask  a  non  to  join,  go  to  him 
something  like  this :  **You  have  received 
15  cents  raise  each  day  and  you  are 
working  313  days  each  year,  which  is 
$46.95  of  an  increase.  This  on  an  invest- 
ment of  $8  per  year,  or  about  600  per 
cent.  Could  you  invest  |8  in  any  other 
enterprise  that  would  pay  you  such  good 
interest?  not  saying  anything  about  the 
working  conditions  and  improvements 
received  through  the  Brotherhood.  They 
say  that  money  talks,  and  if  so,  some  of 
the  non-union  working  employes  should 
be  dumb  all  their  lives.  Yours  in  B.  L. 
and  U.,       Secretary  Lodge  No.  195.^ 


Waseca,  SasK. 


Just  a  few  lines  for  our  good  old  Ad- 
vocate. It  has  been  quite  a  long  time 
now  since  I  attempted  to  write  a  letter 
for  publication  and  I  made  up  my  mind 
to  make  another  try,  not  that  I  think 
that  I  am  going  to  take  the  place  of  our 
journal  agent  by  any  means,  so,  come 
along,  Frank,  with  your  budget  of  news. 

We  held  our  annual  meeting  on  De- 
cember 18  and  had  a  very  good  turn-out. 
The  east  end  might  have  been  better 
represented  than  it  was.  Come,  broth- 
ers, we  want  your  assistance  at  our 
meetings  and  possibly  at  some  future 
time  some  of  you  might  want  the  assist- 
ance of  the  lodge.  Let  us  therefore  unite 
cor  efforts  and  push  on  the  good  work. 
It  is  only  by  co-operation  that  we  will 
ever  attain  any  real  good  from  our  Or- 
der. 

The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
duly  elected  and  are  practically  the  same 
as  last  year  with  the  exception  of  our 
journal  agent.  Brother  Ferguson,  and  I 
believe  had  he  been  there  he  would  have 
been  elected.  By  the  way,  has  anybody 
here  seen  Kelly?  No  I  No  I  I  mean  Keays? 
Brother  Keays,  I  have  just  learned 
through  the  Advocate  that  you  are  still 
alive.  You  know  that  you  asked  me  to 
arrange  a  meeting  of  our  lodge  for  the 
18th  of  November.  I  called  the  meeting 
for  November  28  and  notified  you  as  per 
your  request.  I  am  sorry  that  you  could 
not  have  been  with  us,  but  never  mind, 


Brother  Keays,  when  you  come  to  visit 
us  again  you  will  find  us  ** Johnnie"  on 
the  spot. 

I  wish  to  close  by  wishing  Brother 
Keays  and  all  members  of  the  joint  pro- 
tective board  of  this  system  and  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Order,  nor  forgetting  our 
Qrand  Lodge  officers  all  the  joys,  good 
will  and  happiness  the  New  Year  can 
bring  to  you.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U. , 
D.  Atchison. 

[Note — For  Brother  Atchison's  infor- 
mation I  might  state  that  Brother  Keays 
was  confined  to  his  home  and  was  not 
permitted  to  receive  or  send  any  letters 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  owing 
to  the  dangerous  illness  of  one  of  his 
children  his  house  was  <][uarantined. 
This  will  probably  account  for  Brother 
Keays  not  being  present  at  the  meeting 
or  of  his  not  sendi;ig  any  word  to  Broth- 
er Atchison  explaining  why  he  could  not 
attend.— Editor.  ] 


North   Battleford  Lodge   No.    285. 

We  held  our  regular  meeting  on  Sun- 
day December  18  and  elected  the  officers 
for  the  coming  year.  It  was  the  best  at- 
tended meeting  we  have  had  for  a  long 
time  and  the  discussions  on  various  points 
moved  very  lightly  at  times  and  was 
very  good  evidence  that  the  cause  of  our 
Brotherhood  was  far  from  becoming  a 
dead  letter  on  this  division.  That  is 
the  right  thing,  boys!  The  more  and 
better  we  discuss  the  more  enlightened 
we  shall  become  with  the  constitution 
and  laws  governing  our  Brotherhood. 

There  are  very  little  changes  made  in 
the  personnel  of  officers,  a  fact  which 
speaks  well  for  itself,  and  with  our  able 
and  energetic  president,  Brother  Atchin- 
son,  supported  by  Vice-President  M.  Dee 
and  Brother  Balfour  as  our  secretary- 
treasurer  we  are  looking  forward  to  a 
very  seccessful  year. 

I  would  like  to  say  a  little  abont  the 
attendance  at  our  meetings.  After  one 
has  been  out  on  the  track  all  week,  it  is 
very  nice  to  spend  our  Sundays  at  home, 
but  boys,  our  meetings  do  not  come  very 
often  and  I  am  very  sure  you  will  go 
home  fully  repaid  for  making  a  little 
sacrifice  in  coming  to   the'  meeting  and 
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by  80  doing  it  will  help  as  to  know  and 
understand  each  other  better  and  we 
will  encourage  those  who  are  working 
for  oar  advancement. 

The  boys  from  the  west  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated for  taming  oat  in  such  goodly 
numbers  at  the  meeting.  We  would  like 
to  see  our  brothers  from  the  east  keep- 
ing time  with  them.  Now,  boys,  if  there 
is  any  lake  warmness  let  us  get  rid  of  it 
and  when  our  next  meeting  comes  around 
take  advantage  of  having  good  officials 
who  give  us  every  possible  chance  to  at- 
tend our  meeting  and  let  us  have  such 
a  meeting  as  we  never  had  before  in 
Lodge  No.  485. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  an  improve- 
ment in  oar  conditions  in  the  near  future, 
BO  do  not  let  us  sit  down  and  say  there 
is  nothing  more  to  do.  Do  not  let  as 
leave  a  few  to  run  our  meeting  bat  let  as 
encourage  them  with  oar  presence  and 
we  will  feel  that  we  have  done  oar  duty 
to  ourselves  and  our  Brotherhood. 

Hoping  I  have  not  encroached  too 
much  on  yoar  valuable  space,  I  am,  yours 
in  B.  L.  and  U. ,  Journal  Aqent. 


Otway,  O. 


AdalrsTille,   Ga. 


I  thought  I  would  write  a  few  lines  to 
the  dear  Advocate  and  its  readers.  I 
enjoy  very  much  reading  the  interest- 
ing letters  in  the  journal.  My  father  is 
an  organizer  for  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  B.  at 
this  time  and  has  been  for  nearly  two 
years.  He  returned  home  from  working 
the  G.  P.  &  A.  in  Florida  to  spend  Christ- 
mas with  us.  He  has  worked  on  differ- 
ent roads  but  the  L.  &  N.  is  the  last  one. 
He  was  discharged  from  the  L.  &  N.  for 
belonging  to  the  Brotherhood. 

I  will  say  something  of  where  we  live. 
We  are  situated  one  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  town  of  Adairsville.  My  little  sister 
and  I  go  to  school  in  town.  She  is  in 
the  fourth  grade  and  I  am  in  the  seventh 
grade.  We  walk  when  it  is  not  too  cold. 
The  other  day  we  had  a  little  frost  down 
this  way.  We  have  a  pet  pig  and  dog 
and  the  little  pig  likes  to  play  with  the 
dog;  they  both  sleep  together.  As  this 
is  my  first  letter  to  the  journal  I  will 
make  it  short,  bat  will  write  again  if  I 
»ee  this  in  print.       Jno.  Wm.  Stokes. 


I  am  going  to  write  a  few  lines  for  the 
Advocate  as  I  have  not  seen  but  few 
letters  in  it  from  this  division  and  would 
like  to  let  you  know  that  we  are  still  do- 
ing business,  although  we  are  having  a 
lot  of  bad  weather  for  track  work  and 
bridge  and  building  work  is  almost  at  a 
standstill  on  account  of  snow,  ice  and 
frozen  gpround  and  with  very  severe 
weather. 

I  have  left  the  track  work  and  have 
gone  to  the  B.  &  B.  department  work 
with  a  mason  gang  at  the  present  time. 
I  sent  you  a  photo  of  the  foremen  and 
roadmaster  of  Division  No.  18,  which  I 
hope  to  see  in  the  Advocate  the  coming 
issue  if  it  is  possible  to  print  it. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  we  still  have  a 
few  nons  who  do  not  belong  to  the  I.  B. 
M.  W.  E.  but  we  hope  to  have  them  in 
soon.  I  think  all  men  would  be  better 
if  they  would  belong  to  some  good  labor 
union  so  that  they  may  have  a  chance 
to  say  something  as  to  the  wages  they 
should  receive  and  under  what  condition 
they  should  work.  Wishing  you  all  a 
prosperous  New  Year,  I  remain, 

W.  C.  McDeb. 


Richland  Lodge  No.  388. 

Now,  as  the  Joyous  days  of  Christmas 
are  over,  and  the  time  for  labor  is  at 
hand,  let  us  get  to  work  with  a  good 
wish  and  a  better  will  to  do  our  duty  for 
ourselves  and  in  justice  to  the  company. 
What  we  want  is  true,  earnest  energetic 
men  who  can  face  the  world  and  say, 
give  me  justice;  give  me  my  rights. 

Now,  to  obtain  justice  and  rights  we 
must  be  organized  and  do  justice  to  our 
employer  and  do  not  be  so  foolish  as  to 
think  that  you  are  not  being  looked  after, 
for  they  have  a  constant  watch  over  you. 

Brothers,  let  us  get  together  and  work 
with  a  full  determination  to  win  our  own 
battle.  Fight  the  good  fight  and  let  the 
world  know  that  we  are  still  human  and 
not  brutes.  If  we  can't  be  as  men,  we 
would  better  do  as  it  is  written  in  Prov- 
erbs 6-6.  *  'Go  to  the  ant,  thou  sluggard ; 
consider  her  ways  and  be  wise." 

As  for  our  own  good  we  should  never 
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be  discouraged  or  down  hearted  and 
never  frown  at  oar  own  misfortones  and 
then  the  world  will  smile  with  as.  I  will 
here  give  a  sample  of  a  pleasant  smile: 

**Th6  thing  that  goes  the  farthest  toward  making  life 

worth  while— 
That  cost  the  least  and  does  the  most  Is— is  jost  a 

pleasant  smile. 
The  smile  that  babbles  from  the  heart,  that  loves  its 

fellowmen . 
Will  drive  away  the  elond  of  ^oom  and  eoaz  the  snn 


It's  full  of  worth  and  goodness,  too,  with  manlj  kind* 

ness  blent; 
It's  worth  a  million  dollars,  but  it  doesn't  eost  a  cent. 

**There  Is  no  room  for  sadness  when  we  see  a  cheery 

smile. 
It  always  has  the  same  good  look~ii*s  never  o«iof 

style; 
It  nerves  ns  on  to  try  again  when  failore  makes  as 

blue; 
Bach  dimples  of  enooaragement  are  good  fbr  me  and 

yoa, 
So  smile  away,  folks  anderstand  what  by  a  smile  Is 

meant. 
It's  worth  a  million  dollars  and  It  doesn't  eost  a  eent.*' 

Well,  I  guess  I  have  worried  you  all 
enough  for  one  time,  so  I  will  proceed  to 
close.  Please  remember  that  Richland 
Lodge  No.  388  meets  every  second  Sun- 
day at  Richland,  Ga.  Visiting  brothers 
have  a  hearty  welcome  and  we  are  glad 
to  have  you  with  as,  and  as  for  oar  own 
members  we  want  a  better  attendance 
in  the  future  than  we  have  had  in  the 
past  and  let  as  make  our  lodge  the  lead- 
ing one  of  its  size  in  the  United  States. 

With  New  Year  greetings  and  best 
wishes  for  a  happy  '  future  I  bid  you 
adieu.    Tours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

JOUBNAI.  Agbnt. 


Straasburg  Station*  9aaK. 

I  am  going  to  break  the  ice  by  writing 
my  first  letter  to  ourdear  old  Advocate, 
which  I  am  receiving  each  month.  I 
like  reading  the  letters  in  our  Journal 
but  I  would  like  to  see  more  from  North- 
ern Saskatchewan  where  we  are  living 
and  railroading. 

We  are  putting  our  branch  in  first-class 
shape  and  I'll  tell  you,  boys,  there  is 
nothing  like  gravel  to  make  a  good  road- 
bed where  the  engine  can  make  fast 
running.  I  believe  our  sections  should 
all  be  manned  by  good  onion  men  and  I 
do  not  believe  there  is  a  roadmaster  on 
the  road  but  who  will  say  the  same  thing. 


I  am  very  sorry  that  I  could  not  attend 
more  of  the  meetings  this  summer.  I 
was  so  busy  and  we  have  a  long  way  to 
go.  I  was  all  ready  to  go  ap  last  month 
bdt  was  prevented  by  a  big  snow  storm 
so  I  thought  I  would  better  stay  at  home. 
Toa  know  we  have  the  snow  plow  and 
flangershare  pretty  much  of  the  time, 
but  I  am  going  to  try  to  attend  the  meet- 
ings from  now  on.  I  have  126  miles  to 
go  to  attend  the  meeting  but  I  like  to  go 
and  think  it  is  nice  to  see  so  many  and 
have  a  talk  about  our  Order  and  our 
work  and  know  what  is  going  on  in  the 
world.  I  think  that  every  brother  should 
go  once  in  two  or  three  months  any  way. 
I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  all  of  our  mem- 
bers to  keep  their  dues  paid  up  whatever 
else  they  do.  If  they  cannot  attend  the 
meeting  they  will  know  they  are  in  good 
standing  and  that  so  far  as  they  have 
been  able  they  have  done  their  duty. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  I  do  not  wish 
to  take  up  too  much  space  in  our  book. 
Hoping  to  see  many  more  letters  from 
this  part  of  the  country,  and  wishing 
success  to  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  and  the 
Auxiliary,  I  am,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
J.  Stewabt. 


Chicago,  III. 


I  am  going  to  try  my  luck  for  the  first 
time  as  a  writer  for  the  Advocatb  and 
hope  that  the  editor  will  be  good  enough 
to  print  it  in  the  next  issue.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  business  part  in  Chicago  and 
surroundings  I  may  state  that  we  have 
done  some  but  not  as  much  as  I  had  ex- 
pected we  would.  There  is  a  reason  why 
and  you  all  know  it  as  well  as  I.  I  refer 
to  the  holidays.  Now  after  the  holidays 
I  expect  to  see  a  rush  and  I  hope  that 
everyone  will  try  their  best  to  beat  the 
record  of  last  year  or  this. 

During  the  month  of  December  we 
lost  two  of  our  members  here  in  Ohicago. 
Bro.  Theo.  Kremer,  employed  on  the 
Ohicago  and  Western  Indiana  and  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  146  was  killed  by 
an  engine  while  on  duty  at  41st  street  on 
the  Ohicago  and  Western  Indiana  tracks. 
The  funeral  was  held  December  7  at  Riv- 
erdale,  111.  Lodge  No.  146  attended. 
The    services    were    conducted   by   the 
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Modem  Woodmen  of  America  with  Lodge 
No«  146  participating. 

On  December  20,  Bro.  Harry  H.  Wood- 
worth,  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  246  died 
of  pneumonia  at  his  home  in  West  Chi- 
cago, lU.  With  the  permission  of  our 
grand  vice-president,  Brother  H.  A. 
Vurpia,  Organizer  Chas.  Lyons  Jr.  and 
Chas.  Lyons  Sr.,  myself  and  a  number 
of  other  members  attended  the  funeral 
services  at  his  home.  Cly bourn  Lodge 
No.  246  had  charge  of  the  funeral  and 
made  all  arrangements,  which  was  very 
much  appreciated  by  the  family  of  the 
deceased  brother,  who.  did  not  think  that 
our  Order  would  do  anything  of  the  kind. 
There  were  a  number  of  boys  from  the 
Chicago  and  Northwestern  signal  de- 
partment at  the  funeral  who  do  not  as 
yet  belong  to  the  Order,  but  I  understand 
that  they  will  Join  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  will  now  close  my  letter  by  wishing 
all  of  our  members  a  most  happy  and 
prosperous  New  Year.  Yours  in  B.  L. 
and  U.,  Chas.  Peterson. 


Prairie  Lodge  No.  145. 

As  my  last  letter  dodged  the  waste 
basket,  I  will  try  another.  Lodge  No. 
145  held  its  last  meeting  on  the  3l8t  of 
December  and  although  there  were  not 
as  many  present,  perhaps,  as  might  have 
been,  we  had  a  very  Interesting  meeting. 
Bosiness  was  put  through  in  the  usual 
quick  style,  and  under  the  head  of  "Gk>od 
of  the  Order,"  our  grand  vice-president, 
Brother  Hy  Irwin,  -  who  was  present, 
gave  us  a  good  speech  on  the  work  of 
the  conciliation  boards  of  the  C.  P,  R., 
C.  N.  and  Q.  T.  P.  Rys.  I  am  sorry 
that  every  member  of  our  lodge  was  not 
present  to  hear  this  address.  After  the 
meeting  we  adjourned  to  an  oyster  sup- 
per, and  BO  wound '  up  the  rest  of  the 
evening,  and  ended  the  old  year. 

Well,  brothers,  how  many  of  you  have 
turned  over  a  new  leaf,  and  what  are 
you  going  to  write  on  the  new  one?  Are 
you  going  to  be  an  active  worker  in  this 
live  organization,  or  a  drone?  We  need 
your  help  if  it  is  to  go  ahead.  Do  not 
think  because  you  pay  your  dues  that 
that  is  all  that  is  required  of  you.  Our 
anion  is  just  what  each  individual  makes 


it.  Don't  stay  at  home  and  growl. 
Don't  say  it  is  a  slow-going  Order,  that 
our  officers  are  no  good,  that  they  are 
there  for  the  money,  and  have  fat  jobs 
and  good  pay.  Don't  say  that  your  com- 
mitteemen are  no  good,  and  that  the 
delegates  are  out  for  a  good  tinie.  Why 
don't  you  attend  your  lodge  meetings 
and  hear  the  reports  on  progress  and 
take  a  hold  in  the  business,  and  show 
that  you  still  have  a  little  interest  alive? 
Do  you  suppose  that  the  sugar  trust,  the 
steel  combine,  or  say  a  railroad  corpora- 
tion would  get  so  highly  organized  and 
produce  such  good  results  and  dividends 
for  its  share-holders  if  its  members  were 
to  stay  at  home,  rest  on  their  oars,  and 
let  things  go  on  in  any  old  way?  Well, 
I  guess  not!  No,  my  brothers,  in  these 
days,  it  is  the  progressive  and  aggressive 
unions  that  are  going  to  do  the  business 
and  if  we  expect  to  get  our  share  we 
must  be  up  and  doing  and  adopt  as  our 
motto  **What  we  have  we  hold,  and 
what  we  have  not  got,  we  are  going 
after."  So  let  us  see  more  of  your 
cheery  faces  at  lodge  meetings  in  future. 
I  think  this  is  all  the  pen-ragging  I 
can  give  you  this  time.  I  will  close 
wishing  all  the  members  and  officers  a 
happy  and  prosperous  New  Year  and, 
although  it  is  &  little  late,  nevertheless 
it  is  quite  sincere.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and 
U.,  Journal  Agent. 


Richmond,  Va. 


I  #U1  endeavor  to  .write  a  few  lines  for 
our  worthy  Advocate,  and  although  I 
am  a  poor  hand  at  the  business,  I  feel 
that  I  am  due  at  leadt  an  effort.  As  we 
are  now  in  a  new  year,  most  of  us  are 
making  new  resolutions,  and  of  course, 
we  resolve  to  do  better  in  the  future 
than  we  have  in  the  past,  and  Isinperely 
hope  that  all  may  succeed  in  carrying 
out  our  plans.  I  hope  that  when  you 
are  making  these  resolutions,  you  will 
not  forget  our  noble  Order,  that  has  done 
so  much  to  improve  our  conditions  and 
trust  that  we  will  start  out  with  a  full 
determination  to  be  prompt  in  the  pay- 
ment of  our  dues  and  assessments,  attend 
the  meeting  of  onr  lodge,  and  use  every 
effort  possible  to  improve  the  service  in 
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the  maintenance-of-way  department  and 
to  bring  about  complete  harmony  be- 
tween the  employes  and  the  officials. 
Harmony  and  good  feelings  are  cheap 
and  it  pays  well  in  every  respect,  so  let 
OS  have  plenty  of  them.  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  harmony  does  exist  in  most 
cases  on  the  C.  &  O.  and  we  hope  may 
continue  more  so  in  the  future. 

I  am  also!  glad  to  say  that  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  most  of  our 
people  employed  in  the  maintenance-of- 
way  department  on  the  C.  &>  O.  and  I 
wish  to  thank  you  all  for  the  kindness 
shown  me,  which  I  appreciate  more  than 
words  can  express  and  hope  that  we  may 
continue  to  work  in  harmony  together 
in  the  future  and  for  the  best  interest  of 
all  concerned. 

I  wish  to  say  a  word  for  our  new  Aux- 


iliary, which  some  of  our  noble  ladies 
are  working  so  hard  to  build  up  and  I 
would  request  all  members,  especially 
our  people  on  the  C.  &  O.  to  give  them 
your  hearty  support  and  co-operation. 
I  am  sure  their  assistance  will  be  a  great 
strength  to  our  organization.  Now  that 
the  ladies  are  laboring  so  hard  to  build 
up  their  Auxiliary,  let  us  see  to  it  that 
they  do  not  suffer  defeat,  for  defeat  to 
them  means  defeat  for  ourselves.  Ask 
Brother  T.  J.  O'Donnell,  of  Hernando, 
Miss.,  about  the  Auxiliary  and  he  will  be 
able  to  tell  you  all  about  it.  I  will  close 
with  the  very  best  wishes  for  the  ladies 
in  their  endeavors,  our  grand  officers 
and  all  members  of  the  organization. 
Yours  fraternally, 

J.  B.  PUGH, 
Gen.  Chairman  C.  &  O.  Sys.  Div. 


BEO.  T.  J.  LiTTLBTON  AND  GANG,  LEXINGTON  DIVISION,  C.  &  O.  Ry, 
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Clybotim  Lodge  No.  246. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  of  the  death 
of  Brother  Harry  Wood  worth,  Certificate 
No.  a20137,  who  passed  away  December 
20, 1910,  age  29  years  8  months  and  10 
days.  The  funeral  was  held  in  West 
Chicago  on  December  2ard  1910.  Cly- 
boom  Lodge  No.  240  had  charge  of  the 
fuieral  and  was  assisted  by  representa- 
tives of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the  persons 
of  C.  W.  Peterson,  O.  Lyons  and  C.  E. 
Lyons,  Bro.  Walter  Nelson,  Chaplain  and 
Bro.  Robert  Kelly  acting  as  president. 

At  a  regalar  meeting  of  Clyboum 
Lodge  No.  246  held  on  January  2nd  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

^'Whereas,  it  has  pleased  Almighty 
Qod  to  call  to  His  heavenly  home  our 
esteemed  brother,  Harry  Wood  worth, 
and, 

**  Whereas,  by  his  death  this  Brother- 
hood has  lost  a  faithful  member,  his 
family  a  most  devoted  son  and  brother, 
therefore  be  it 

"Resolvbd,  that  Cly  bourn  Lodge  No. 
246  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  extend  to  the 
family  ite  most  heartfelt  sympathy,  and, 
farther,  be  it 

"RBSOiiVED,  that  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  the  next  thirty  days." 

Brother,  then  art  gone  before  us. 

And  thy  saintly  sonl  has  tlown 
Where  tears  are  wiped  from  every  eye 

And  sorrow  is  unknown. 

Fronn  the  burden  of  tlie  flesh. 

And  from  care  and  fears  released, 
Whore  the  wielced  cease  from  troabling 

And  the  weary  are  at  rest. 

Robert  Kbllt. 


AdairsTille,   Ga. 


I  will  make  another  attempt  to  write 
a  few  lines  as  I  saw  that  my  other  two 
letters  missed  the  waste  basket.  *  There 
is  not  roach  I  can  say,  but  I  feel  that  we 
should  all  take  an  interest  in  what  we 
are  trying  to  do,  and. while  I  know  that 
but  very  few  things  are  perfect  it  is  our 
duty  to  strive  to  reach  perfection  at  all 
times,  but  we  cannot  sit  still  and  make 
very  much  headway. 

The  first  lesson  we  are  taught  is  that 
of  getting  things  right  at  our  own  door- 
way and  then  we  can  look  for  other  fields 


to  labor  in.  I  would  ask  all  who  may 
have  a  chance  to  read  this  that  they  will 
take  this  from  a  strictly  Brotherhood 
standpoint  and  do  our  duty  as  we  come 
to  it  and  I  wish  to  start  right  at  my  own 
door  and  do  the  work  as  I  pass  on  the 
way.  My  experience  has  taught  me 
many  lessons.  I  will  give  you  a  short 
sketch  or  part,  for  were  I  to  attempt  to 
give  it  in  full  the  Advocate  would  not 
be  large  enough. 

I  will  first  refer  to  my  own  personal 
history.  I  worked  on  the  J.  T.  K.  W.  in 
Florida  as  a  laborer  for  nine  months  and 
left  there  and  went  back  to  Alabama, 
my  native  state,  and  went  on  construc- 
tion work  for  Messrs.  Wright  and  Straut- 
ter  and  helped  them  complete  the  Ozark 
extension  from  Clayton  to  Ozark.  I  then 
went  to  work  on  the  Alabama  Midland 
road,  first  on  the  grade  then  the  steel 
gang  with  A.  D.  Lonkford,  and  I  joined 
the  organization  just  after  the  comple- 
tion of  the  line  from  Bainbridge,  Qa.  to 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  took  a  section 
at  Arriosta,  Ala.  I  worked  on  that  line 
for  seven  years.  It  passed  into  the 
Plant  System,  but  is  now  owned  by  the 
Atlantic  Coast  line.  I  left  the  road  on 
my  own  accord  and  went  to  Tennesee 
and  took  a  position  with  the  Marietto 
and  Northern  Georgia  Company  and  was 
with  that  line  while  it  passed  from  them 
to  the  A.  K.  &  N.  Company  and  to  the 
L.  &  N.  which  company  now  operates 
from  Marietto,  Ga.  to  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
I  was  supervisor  on  that  road  for  nearly 
three  years  but  left  them  on  account  of 
my  membership  in  the  organization. 

I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  have  always 
held  up  the  banner  for  free  speech  and 
justice  to  all  with  the  rights  which  our 
government  offers  to  men  and  I  feel  that 
it  is  my  duty  to  stick  to  it. 

During  my  tramp  as  an  organizer  I  can 
say,  and  with  a  free  conscience  that  I 
find  that  where  our  men  are  educated 
we  have  no  trouble  to  get  them  to  un- 
derstand what  organization  means  and 
what  are  the  results.  It  is  so  plain  that 
at  times  it  seems  useless  for  me  to  talk 
to  a  man  and  tell  him  the  importance  of 
organizing,  and  then  I  stop  to  say  to  my- 
self why  did  Jesus  Christ  call  the  twelve 
disciples  and  send  them  out  and  after 
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that  send  seventy  more,  and  then  I  can 
see  that  He  knew  that  He  would  need 
them  to  do  the  work  which  He  wished 
to  be  tione,  and  as  I  look  and  see  our 
work,  line  after  line  as  we  pass  over  I 
have  to  stop  and  say  to  myself:  ** Won't 
we  soon  get  them  in  line  and  be  able  to 
go  home  with  a  solid  body  of  men  en- 
joying a  fair  compensation  for  their 
craft?"  Brothers,  let  each  one  ask  him. 
self,  is  it  right  to  organize  and  will  it  be 
of  any  benefit  to  you  to  get  together  as 
a  body  of  men,  or  can  I  alone  do  more 
for  myself?  If  you  think  you  cannot, 
give  us  your  assistance  with  all  the  pow. 
er  that  is  in  you  and  get  to  work;  not 
stand  idly  by  and  wait  for  your  brother 
next  to  you  to  pull  you  up  the  hill.  Take 
hold  yourself  and  pull  hard  and  ask  your 
brothers  to  take  hold  and  when  we  all 
'get  a  hold  it  would  be  just  about  com- 
pleted and  all  we  will  have  to  do  is  to 
hello  **your  heave"  and  we  will  lift  the 
yoke  and  the  burden  will  be  a  great  deal 
lighter,  and  we  will  have  more  pleasure 
around  our  fireside  and  we  will  be  able 
to  educate  our  children  and  place  them 
in  a  far  better  condition  than  a  lot  of  our 
craft  are  in  at  the  present  time. 

Brothers,  Jesus  Christ  began  to  or- 
ganize about  the  first  thing  he  did  and 
he  picked  his  men,  he  did  not  just  take 
any  and  every  one  but  he  picked  his  men, 
and  as  I  was  told  once,  organizers  are 
made  not  bom,  and  I  feel  sometimes  that 
I  was  hardly  finished  being  bom  yet 
but  then  I  am  taught  we  will  have  temp! 
tation,  and  that  gives  me  courage  and  I 
again  take  a  new  step  and  before  I  think 
of  it  I  am  a  mile  on  my  way  looking  for 
the  next  man  and  feeling  o.  k. 

Brothers,  do  not  expect  the  bright  side 
to  show  at  all  times.  When  you  have 
an  opportunity  speak  to  the  men  and 
have  them  join  the  Order.  Cast  a  smile 
and  life  will  pass  along  pleasantly  and 
you  will  be  spoken  well  of. 

Where  is  Brother  O.  E.  Byrd  and  Sis- 
ter Byrd?  I  trust  that  she  will  have  a 
long  letter  soon.  She  may  be  assisting 
Brother  Byrd  in  the  interest  of  the  Aux- 
iliary and  if  so,  she  will  be  o.  k.  I  ex- 
tend very  best  wishes  to  them  and  Broth- 
er John  Dyall.  He  would  better  let  me 
hear  from  him. 


I  would  like  to  say  if  any  would  like 
to  hear  from  me  on  the  Northern  Oeor- 
gia  to  send  me  a  letter  soon,  and  if  they 
want  an  application  blank  I  will  send  it 
by  the  first  mail. 

I  will  ring  off  now  and  ask  our  editor 
to  make  what  he  can  of  this  and  to  place 
it  in  some  comer  of  the  Advocate.  Ac- 
cept my  best  wishes  and  kind  regards 
for  1911  and  I  trust  that  it  will  be  the 
banner  year.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
H.  B.  STOKB8,  Organizer. 


Barre  Plains*  Mass. 

As  I  was  elected  journal  agent  for 
Lodge  No.  288,  Spring^eld,  once  more 
I  will  write  to  the  dear  old  Advocate. 
As  the  time  is  near  at  hand  when  we 
must  pay  our  dues  for  another  six 
months,  I  hope  that  our  members  will 
all  keep  this  in  mind. 

I  attended  the  meeting  of  January  8, 
1911,  at  Springfield  and  was  sorry  to  see 
so  few  members  at  this  meeting,  as  we 
had  arranged  to  elect  officers  on  that 
day.  I  do  not  know  why  there  were  no 
more  members  there,  as  each  member 
was  notified  by  the  secretary  of  Liodge 
No.  283.  I  wish  all  the  boys  along  this 
road  would  wake  up  and  get  together 
and  hold  a  meeting  and  see  where  we 
are  standing. 

Further,  there  are  a  few  members 
along  this  line  who  have  recently  joined 
the  Order  that  have  more  to  say  away 
from  the  meetings  about  the  Order  and 
their  officers,  but  those  are  the  ones  who 
are  afraid  to  attend  the  meetings  and 
make  their  statements  there.  Now, 
brothers,  why  don't  you  attend  these 
meetings  and  help  the  other  brothers  to 
elect  the  committee  and  instruct  them 
to  proceed  in  drawing  up  our  schedule. 
The  longer  you  neglect  to  attend  the 
meetings  the  harder  it  will  be  for  us  to 
secure  our  new  schedule. 

I  was  delighted  to  see  Brother  Foley 
of  Worcester  lodge  at  our  last  meeting 
of  Lodge  No.  283.  One  of  Brother  Foley's 
remarks  at  this  meeting  was  that  the 
first  start  of  the  organization  in  Massa- 
chusetts was  at  Worcester,  to  which  I 
do  not  agree,  as  the  records  will  show 
that  the  first  lodge  was  started  in  Spring- 
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field — Lodge  No.  414.  I  have  been  a 
member  of  the  organization  ever  since 
they  started  in  Springfield. 

Now,  brothers,  if  you  can't  boost, 
throw  away  yoor  hammer;  don't  knock. 
If  you  cannot  speak  good  of  a  brother, 
keep  your  lips  sealed.  I  hope  that  you 
will  wake  up,  and  we  will  be  pleased  to 
see  a  larger  attendance  at  our  next 
regular  meeting  than  there  has  been  at 
our  p^t  meetings.  Now,  brothers,  I 
have  said  as  much  as  I  am  entitled  to, 
so  let  us  get  down  to  business  and  give 
more  prompt  attention  to  our  meetings 
in  the  future.  I  hope  to  see  all  the  nons 
gathered  in  to  co-operate  with  us.  Yours 
in  B.  L.  and  U.,  JouBNAii  Aqent. 


Giatto,  W,  Va. 


I  will  write  a  few  lines  to  our  dear  old 
Advocatb  from  Bluefields  Lodge  No. 
84.  I  do  hope  that  this  will  escape  the 
waste  basket. 

Well,  brothers,  the  year  1911  is  here. 
Let  each  one  of  us  ask  the  question  of 
ourselves,  "what  are  we  going  to  do  for 
ourselves  this  year  to  better  our  condi- 
tions." I  would  like  for  each  one  on 
the  commencement  of  this  new  year  to 
stop  and  think  and  ask  themselves  this 
question,  '*have  I  attended  our  lodge 
meetings  as  I  should  have  done.  Have 
I  paid  my  dues  for  the  present  half  of  the 
year  and,  oh,  have  I  made  arrangements 
for  my  dear  loved  ones  if  I  should  be 
called  away  from  them  forever.  Broth- 
ers, give  this  matter  your  serious  thought. 
Our  insurance  is  as  cheap  as  anyone 
could  ask  for,  and  why  do  you  spend 
your  money  for  that  which  satisfies  not. 
You  could  take  this  small  amount  each 
month  and  place  your  dear  wife  and 
those  sweet  little  children  in  the  rounds 
of  safety  if  you  should  be  called  upon  to 
take  that  awful  trip  from  which  no  trav- 
eler has  ever  returned. 

I  am  still  on  the  old  N.  &  W.  By.  and 
I  will  give  you  a  little  sketch  of  my  rail- 
road life.  I  have  been  employed  on  a 
railway  thirty  years  today.  Is  that  not 
a  long  time  and  yet  the  time  has  passed 
so  quickly.  I  worked  for  four  years  on 
the  section  for  40  cents  per  day.  I  have 
worked    for   fifteen   years    for  f40  per 


month  as  a  foreman  and  sometimes  as 
often  as  three  and  four  nights  in  one 
week,  for  which  I  did  not  get  one  cent 
of  pay  and  nearly  every  Sunday  in  seven 
years.  This  was  usually  the  day  that 
all  important  work  was  banked  on  as 
traffic  was  not  so  great  on  that  day  and 
yet  we  did  not*get  one  cent  for  breaking 
the  holy  Sabbath  and  being  away  from 
church,  and  our  homes  and  our  dear 
ones.  I  have  worked  at  wrecks  as  much 
as  three  days  and  nights  in  one  week 
with  no  sleep  and  hardly  anything  to 
eat  and  not  one  cent  of  extra  pay. 

Can  you  see  any  change  in  our  condi- 
tions now?  What  brought  about  this 
great  change  and  who  is  it  that  we  are 
indebted  to  for  these  changes  in  our  con- 
ditions? I  will  proudly  tell  you,  it  was 
that  noble  man,  John  T.  Wilson,  for  I 
know  what  a  great  disadvantage  he  had 
to  labor  under  in  order  to  bring  about 
this  change  in  our  conditions.  I  was  one 
of  the  first  in  this  great  battle.  I  think 
that  in  the  year  1894  I  was  a  delegate  to 
the  convention  at  Atlanta,  Ga.  I  will 
never  forget  what  Brother  Wilson  said 
to  me  there.  He  slapped  me  on  the 
shoulder  and  said,  ''Brother  Pleasants, 
this  will  be  a  grand  Order  some  day,  bat 
we  have  got  to  make  it  one."  Oh,  those 
words  are  still  running  in  my  memory 
tonight.  Let  us  make  it  a  grand  success 
as  he  wished  us  to  do.  If  we  wish  to 
win  our  battle,  we  have  got  to  fight,  but 
the  first  thing  is  to  prepare  for  war  and 
do  our  duty.  If  every  brother  will  do 
his  whole  duty  and  show  to  our  officials 
that  we  are  men  worthy  of  our  position 
in  every  respect,  they  will  honor  us. 
They  know  that  we  are  due  more  than 
we  get.  It  is  not  up  to  them,  it  is  with 
us.  Our  grand  officers  are  to  be  compli- 
mented for  their  good  work  and  success. 
This  is  no  child's  play  to  have  all  this 
responsibility  to  contend  with  and  each 
one  should  do  all  in  their  power  to  make 
the  burdens  of  our  grand  officers  lighter 
by  keeping  our  dues  paid  up  and  practic- 
ing self-respect.  In  my  thirty  years  of 
railroading  this  has  been  the  coldest 
winter  up  to  this  time  that  I  have  seen. 

I  hope  that  all  our  members  enjoyed 
a  merry  Christmas  and  that  all  was 
happy  with  them  when  our  new  year 
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came  in.  Now,  just  a  few  words  more, 
if  we  expect  any  just  reward  we  have 
got  to  do  our  part;  first  thing,  pay  up 
your  dues  and  the  next  thing  is  to  keep 
them  paid  up  at  all  times.  I  will  write 
next  month  on  my  track  experience  and 
give  my  views  on  how  it  shouidbedone. 
I  will  now  take  the  siding,  wishing  you 
all  a  happy  New  Year,  I  am, 

C.  T.  Pleasants. 


From  the  Y.  ^  M.  V.  Ry, 

It  has  been  quite  awhile  since  any- 
thing has  been  heard  from  the  Vicksburg 
division  of  the  Y.  &  M.  V.  I  will  pen 
you  a  line  to  let  the  adjourning  divisions 
know  that  the  gumbo  mud  has  not  quite 
choked  all  the  .unionism  out  of  us  yet. 

Greenville  Lodge  No.  66  met  on  the 
8th  of  January,  at  a  called  meeting,  the 
first  meeting  we  have  had  for  some  time. 
While  our  numbers  were  small,  those 
who  did  meet  seemed  determined  to  do 
something  for  the  Order.  The  object  of 
the  meeting  was  to  elect  and  install  of- 
ficers for  the  ensuing  year.  Bro.  J.  O. 
Mills,  one  of  the  old-time  veterans,  was 
elected  to  fill  the  president's  chair,  and 
I  think  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that 
we  have  made  one  right  start,  for  Brother 
Mills  boasts  of  the  record  of  filling  one 
receipt  book  from  front  to  back  and  has 
had  to  get  a  new  one.  Bro.  G.  W. 
Rodgers  was  elected  vice-president,  and 
he  cannot  be  called  a  babe  in  arms,  as 
he  has  been  with  the  Order  a  long  time. 
Bro.  Chas.  Rippey  was  elected  past 
president,  and  he  is  known  as  the  best 
hunter  on  the  riverside  for  wild  game, 
and  I  know  myself  that  he  is  a  good 
shot,  with  sound  doctrine  or  reason 
when  he  goes  gunning  for  a  non  or  a 
backslider.  Bro.  J.  A.  Dickerson,  who 
is  quite  handy  with  the  pen,  was  elected 
to  fill  the  office  of  secretary.  All  of  the 
officers  elected  are  true,  good  men  and 
want  to  work  in  harmony,  building  up  a 
good  lodge,  which  will  be  a  credit  to  the 
Order  generally. 

Another  encouraging  feature  was  the 
pleasure  of  having  Brother  Wynn  with 
us  to  help  and  encourage  us,  and  some 
one  brought  him  some  material  to  work 
on,  as  he  wrote  up  two  new  members 


and  reclaimed  one  old  one.  So  yon  see 
on  the  whole  we  have  made  a  very  good 
start. 

I  hftve  just  read  Uncle  Tom's  letter, 
and  I  certainly  sympathize  with  him  in 
his  loss,  for  one  thousand  dollars  is  not 
a  sum  to  be  scoffed  at  in  these  hard 
times,  but  there  Is  more  than  a  one- 
thousand-dollar  lesson  in  his  letter  to 
trackmen.  Just  think  what  one  word's 
hesitation  has  cost  the  maintenance-of- 
way  employes,  for  in  these  times  we 
cannot  call  it  ignorance  that  keeps  a 
man  from  joining  his  craft  organization. 
Just  think!  thirtV  years  ago  the  very 
largest  wag^  paid  section  foremen  was 
from  |45  to  |60  per  month.  What  is  it 
today?  Only  about  15  per  cent  increase 
in  thirty  years,  and  at  that  time  section 
foremen  were  among  the  best-paid  em- 
ployes on  the  railway.  Now  they  are 
the  least,  considering  the  responsibility 
and  long  hours  they  have  to  work.  Take 
the  engineer  of  thirty  years  ago  and 
those  of  this  day  and  compare  their 
wages.  What  caused  the  g^eat  differ- 
ence that  you  see?  Unionism,  and  not 
hesitating,  and  I  say  thai  when  we  get 
the  maintenance-of-way  people  to  quit 
hesitating  and  waiting  to  see  what  the 
Order  is  going  to  do  for  them,  before 
they  join  and  help  the  ones  who  are  al- 
ready in  to  do  something,  then  and  not 
until  then  will  we  get  the  results  we  are 
so  much  in  need  of.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and 
U.,  Certificate  No.  a24072. 


Luray,  Va, 


Brothers,  I  will  try  to  write  a  few 
lines  for  the  Advocate  and  its  many 
readers,  but  as  this  is  my  first  attempt, 
I  will  make  it  very  short.  I  think  the  I. 
B.  M.  W.  E.  is  the  best  thing  that  was 
ever  gotten  up  for  the  trackmen  of  this 
country,  but  I  am  surprised  that  the 
members  do  not  push  it  along.  I  am 
sure  that  with  a  little  effort  1911  could 
be  made  a  prosperous  year  for  the  Broth- 
erhood. I  am  only  a  section  hand  on 
the  N.  &  W.  There  are  four  of  us  in  the 
gang  together  with  the  foreman,  but  we 
are  all  Brotherhood  men.  Hoping  to  see 
this  in  the  next  issue  of  the  journal,  I 
remain,    A  Membeb  of  Lodge  No.  99. 
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McAdams  Lodge  No.  175. 

Well,  brothers,  talk  about  your  lodge 
getting  a  gait  on,  but  it  is  McAdams 
Lodge  No.  175  just  now.  If  the  brothers 
who  were  not  at  our  meeting  on  Decem- 
ber 30th  had  been  there,  I  am  sure  you 
would  have  said  it  was  the  best  you  ever 
saw.  It  was  good  for  sore  eyes,  head- 
ache, earache,  cold  in  the  head,  con- 
Biunption  and  all  lung  troubles,  which 
are  pretty  hard  to  cure,  and  the  bone 
cases  such  as  rheumatism,  spavin,  ring- 
bone and  other  kinds  of  diseases  that  at- 
tack either  man  or  beast. 

Thirty  members  out  of  a  membership 
of  thirty-nine  walked  up  and  paid  their 
dues  for  the  first  half  of  1911.  What  do 
yon  think  of  that  for  a  small  lodge?  We 
think  we  have  been  traveling  some. 

We  elected  new  officers  excepting  the 
vice-president  and  secretary.  Bro.  L. 
Hndgeson  was  elected  president.  He  is 
a  big  shouldered  man  with  a  strong  com- 
manding voice.  Bro.  Jos.  Miller  was 
vice-president  and  this  is  just  the  place 
for  him.  I  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
secretary- treasurer  for  the  fourth  term, 
and  Brother  Easterbrook  was  elected 
chaplain,  and  we  all  know  that  he  will 
make  a  first-class  man  for  that  position. 
Bro.  Fred  Wilson  was  elected  to  the 
position  of  conductor.  He  is  a  big  strong 
man  to  lead  the  wild  goat.  Bro.  J.  Rob- 
inson was  elected  as  warden  and  I  am 
sore  he  will  do  his  duty  well.  Brother 
Hnnter  was  elected  inner  sentinel  and  I 
am  sure  that  all  can  agpree  he  can  handle 
that  job  all  right.  Qrandpa  Little  was 
elected  as  outer  sentinel  and  you  may 
rest  assured  that  he  will  look  after  all 
who  have  no  business  around  the  outer 
door. 

Brother  Kern  came  all  the  way  from 
St.  Stephens  and  brought  Brother  Robins 
with  him,  and  together  with  Brother 
Cameron  we  gave  a  merry  ride  on  the 
goat  at  one  time.  Too  much  of  a  load, 
don't  you  think?  Bring  the  other  fellow 
the  next  time,  Brother  Cameron,  you 
come  up. 

After  the  business  was  transacted. 
Brother  Dow,  the  past  president  favored 
us  with  a  very  nice  song.  Brother  Hodge- 
son  also  favored  us  with  a  song,  while 


our  inner  sentinel.  Brother  Hunter,  sang 
one  of  the  most  laughable  songs  that  was 
ever  sung.  A  number  of  the  brothers 
favored  us  with  recitations,  stories  and 
such  like  and  in  this  way  we  passed  a 
very  delightful  evening. 

Now,  brothers,  this  may  sound  very 
foolish  to  you,  but  I  think  it  is  nice  for 
every  brother  to  turn  out  and  come  to 
his  lodge.  Come  prepared  to  sing  a  song 
or  recite  in  case  you  are  called  upon  to 
do  so  and  put  some  life  in  the  lodge 
room.  A  man  is  not  too  old  until  he 
gets  his  name  on  the  pension  list.  Our 
meeting  nights  are  only  once  a  month 
and  are  always  an  evening  well  spent. 
It  will  make  the  old  young  and  besides 
it  shows  that  you  are  interested  in  the 
Brotherhood  officials  and  helps  the  busi- 
ness along  and  everybody  has  a  say  and 
in  the  lodge  room  is  the  place  to  say  it. 

Hoping  to  see  at  our  next  meeting 
more  of  those  who  were  absent  from  the 
last,  and  also  that  each  one  will  bring  a 
new  member  so  that  we  will  give  Broth- 
er Wilson  and  his  goat  a  good  stiff  trial. 
Wishing  you  all  a  happy  and  prosperous 
New  Year,  I  remain,  yours  in  B.  L.  and 
U.,  JouRNAii  Agent. 


Leosburg,  Fla. 

A  few  words  to  our  dear  old  Advocate. 
I  have  been  silent  for  some  time,  but 
having  been  elected  journal  agent  for 
our  lodge,  I  will  try  to  say  a  few  words. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  it  will  be  of  much 
benefit  to  any  of  you,  but  if  it  is  not,  I 
am  sure  that  it  can  do  you  no  harm. 

I  was  not  present  at  our  last  meeting 
so  I  am  at  a  loss  to  give  you  the  latest 
news.  I  am  sorry  that  I  failed  to  attend 
the  meeting,  as  it  was  very  necessary 
that  everyone  should  be  present.  It  was 
not  altogether  my  fault  that  I  did  not 
reach  there  as  I  was  delayed  in  getting 
away  from  home,  I  made  the  start,  at 
the  same  time  remarking  to  myself,  that 
if  I  was  late,  I  would  be  showing  a  will- 
ing mind  anyway. 

Now,  brothers,  I  believe  that  our  Or- 
der is  starting  out  in  the  right  way  to 
accomplish  something,  by  each  road  get- 
ting in  connection  with  the  neighboring 
roads,  and  all  asking  for  an  agreement 
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at  the  same  time,  but,  brothers,  it  is  also 
necessary  that  each  one  of  us  should  do 
all  in  our  power  to  help  the  g^ood  cause 
along.  There  are  a  g^at  many  ways  in 
which  that  can  be  done.  First,  b^  keep- 
ing our  dues  and  assessments  paid  up 
ourselves.  Second,  by  acting  as  an  or- 
ganizer, as  it  were,  talking  to  and  ex- 
plaining the  good  of  the  Order  to  all  the 
non-members  who  are  employed  on  our 
road.  How  is  that  man  on  your  adjoin- 
ing section?  You  will  probably  see  him 
as  often  as  once  a  week,  anyway,  and 
sometimes  oftener.  If  he  is  ignorant  as 
to  the  benefits  of  organization,  be  sure 
and  talk  to  him  and  point  out  the  fact 
that  the  Order  is  the  greatest  thing  we 
have  ever  had  during  the  history  of  rail- 
roading, that  our  Brotherhood  is  now 
stronger  than  ever  before,  that  our  work 
is  systematized  so  as  to  obtain  the  great- 
est results  possible,  that  it  is  to  his  in- 
terest to  co-operate  with  us. 

I  truly  hope  that  our  efforts  for  a  new 
schedule  on  all  the  roads  of  the  South 
will  be  a  success,  and,  brothers,  should 
we  have  to  be  called  out  on  a  strike,  let 
us  walk  out  like  men  and  show  both  the 
railway  company  and  our  brother  mem- 
bers what  kind  of  material  we  are  made 
of,  by  going  out  promptly  when  called 
out  by  the  Order  and  standing  up  man- 
fully for  our  rights,  and  let  us  do  so  in 
a  practical  manner  and  after  the  settle- 
ment is  made  let  us  show  our  apprecia- 
tion for  the  benefits  obtained  by  doing 
our  best  to  improve  our  sections  and  let 
the  company  know  that  we  are  worth 
every  cent  that  they  pay  us. 

It  is  true  that  we  have  to  handle  very 
sorry  labor  and  difficult  to  think  how 
to  improve  a  section  with  such  labor, 
but  if  the  company  will  pay  us  what  our 
labor  is  worth,  I  believe  they  will  also 
pay  a  sufficient  wage  to  secure  good  la- 
bor so  that  we  will  be  able  to  secure  the 
best,  especially  in  this  state  of  Florida, 
where  there  is  so  much  other  work  that 
pays  better  wages.  I  am  only  allowed 
to  pay  my  men  |1  per  day  and  the  farm- 
ers, fruitgrowers,  sawmills,  brickyards, 
etc.  all  around  me  are  paying  from  $1.26 
to  $1.50  per  day,  while  orange  packers, 
who  work  piece  work,  so  much  ber  box, 
making  anywhere  from  |2  to  |3  per  day. 


I  am  located  on  a  seventeen  and  a  half 
mile  branch  section  of  the  S.  A.  L.  and 
have  only  two  men.  True,  I  am  allowed 
six  men,  but  what  is  that.  If  I  were  al- 
lowed twenty  I  would  not  have  any  i 
more  than  I  have,  because  at  the  wages 
they  are  not  to  be  had,  and  during  cer- 
tain seasons  when  we  can  fill  out  to  our 
allowance  it  is  the  worst  kind  of  labor 
that  is  to  be  procured  in  the  country. 

I  will  ring  off  now  and  give  space  for 
someone  else  who  is  a  better  writer  than 
I  am.  I  will  ask  the  editor  to  jolt  and 
line  this,  and  I  will  try  to  tighten  the 
bolts.    Tours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal  Aobmt. 


Caribou*  Me. 


As  this  is  my  first  letter  to  the  Advo- 
cate, I  hope  you  will  correct  any  mis- 
takes I  may  make. 

Our  brothers  all  assembled  together 
on  December  31,  1910,  and  held  a  very 
interesting  meeting.  We  had  one  visitor 
from  a  neighboring  lodge,  and  he  cer- 
tainly enjoyed  a  very  happy  time  with 
us.  We  are  always  glad  to  have  visiting 
brothers  with  us  and  we  try  to  make 
them  welcome. 

The  lodge  was  opened  in  regular  form 
at  7:20  p.  m.,  and  we  had  a  very  busy 
meeting  and  considerable  business  was 
transacted.  The  discussion  in  regard  to 
the  regulation  of  our  schedule  for  the 
year  1911  was  good.  As  several  changes 
were  wanted  by  the  members,  a  great 
many  questions  were  discussed  and 
finally  adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
present.  We  elected  a  committee  to  lay 
our  program  before  the  officials  of  Uie 
B.  &  A. 

Our  dues  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
then  collected,  and  we  finished  up  all 
the  work  for  1910  by  reinstating  a  broth- 
er. The  boys  thought  we  should  have 
some  fun  and  proposed  te  give  him  a 
ride  on  the  goat,  but  as  he  did  not  seem 
to  appreciate  the  joke,  the  boys  did  not 
insist,  and  proceeded  to  elect  the  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  and  then  adjourned, 
the  members  all  going  home  with  happy 
thoughts  and  good  wishes  toward  each 
othei      Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

JOUBNAL  AQENT. 
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Behind  With  Your  Dues. 

Jut  a  word  of  ftdviee  to  all  brothers, 

ThoQch  to  some  it  Is  needless,  I  know. 
Pbr  they  ever  are  SQnare  with  the  treasurer. 

In  s  word.  "Thej  are  i^ady  to  go." 
fiat  some  of  the  brothers  are  careleas. 

And  to  listen  to  reason  refuse. 
They  go  on  their  way,  day  after  day. 

And  are  erer  behind  with  their  does. 

Oar  bnainees,  yon  all  know,  is  dangerous- 
Death  lingers  aronnd  ns  each  day. 

Hs  ealls  both  the  earefol  and  careless. 
To  a  bright  life,  we  trust,  far  away. 

Sappose  He  ealls  you,  are  you  ready? 
Yoo  may  think  or  may  sneer,  as  you  choose. 

Bat  it's  going  to  be  hard  with  your  family. 
Should  yon  be  behind  with  your  dues. 

Careless  brothers,  giTe  heed  to  this  warning- 
It  means  much  to  those  you  hold  dear. 

Jost  think  of  the  loss  it  would  be  to  the  folks 
Were  you  called,  and  found  "not  Into  clear." 

Be  warned,  and  I  faithfully  promise 
Not  a  thing,  In  the  long  run.  you  lose; 

In  fact,  you  are  saving  in  thousands 
When  you  don't  get  behind  with  your  dues. 

Should  yoor  torn  come,  sorrow  will  lighten 

When  they  realize  the  good  that  you've  done. 
Vou  left  them  enough  to  get  started. 

And  part  of  their  battle  is  w6n. 
Your  reward  will  be  greater  in  heaven : 

There,  above,  yon  may  ask  what  you  choose. 
If  you  did  your  duty  to  family  and  self 

And  were  never  behind  with  your  dues. 

E^  J.  Cabky. 


K.ennie,  Man. 


I  was  again  elected  journal  agent  of 
Rat  Portage  Lodge  No.  238  at  our  last 
meeting,  and  gness  I  will  have  to  let  the 
boys  know  that  I  am  still  alive  and  hold- 
ing down  the  Job. 

We  had  cor  regular  meeting,  as  usual, 
on  the  second  Sunday  in  December, 
1910.  It  reads  as  if  it  were  a  long  time 
ago,  but  when  we  come  to  think  that  we 
have  just  entered  into  the  year  1911,  it 
\»  not  so  long  after  all.  The  last  meet- 
ing was  the  one  at  which  our  officers 
were  elected.  Bro.  Wm.  Hirst  was  again 
elected  as  our  president,  which  goes  to 
prove  the  good  work  he  has  done  during 
1910,  his  first  year  in  office. 

For  the  information  of  those  who  were 
Dot  able  to  attend  this  meeting,  I  will 
g:ive  a  list  of  all  the  officers  elected: 
E^resident,  William  Hirst;  vice-president, 
D.  Smith ;  past  president,  G.  York ;  sec- 
retary, D.  B.  Nighswander;  journal 
agent,    P.    Esselmont;    chaplain,   Wm. 


Harris;  conductor,  B.  Hardy;  warden, 
I.  R.  Esselmont;  inner  sentinel,  S. 
Ripenda;  outer  sentinel,  W.  Demks;  sick 
committee,  G.  Esselmont,  B.  Hardy  and 
B.  J.  Clark;  auditing  committee,  G.  York 
and  P.  Esselmont. 

Well,  brothers,  we  intend  to  have  a 
good  treat  awaiting  you,  if  you  come  to 
town  the  Saturday  before  our  February 
meeting,  so  I  hope  to  see  as  many  there 
as  is  possible.  I  am  sure  that  yon  will 
spend  a  jolly  evening,  as  the  brothers 
appointed  to  make  arrangements  and 
entertain  you  that  night  are  all  three 
jolly  good  fellows. 

I  will  close  at  this  time,  hoping  that 
the  editor  will  line  the  kinks  out  of  thip 
and  put  it  in  print.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and 
U.,  P.  Esselmont. 


Chicago  and  Western  Indiana. 

Being  a  new  journal  agent  I  am  not 
up  to  the  correspondence  ways,  but  I 
have  a  letter  to  write,  so  here  goes. 

Western  Indiana  Lodge  No.  146  is  still 
on  the  work  and  was  out  in  full  force  on 
December  17  last,  feeling  good  over  our 
success  with  the  main  office.  Vice-Pres- 
ident Vurpia,  Brothers  Peterson,  Riccio, 
and  others  were  kept  busy  taking  in 
Grand  Lodg^  dues,  also  a  bunch  of  new 
members  rode  the  goat.  That's  right, 
^yS)  got  in  line.  You  can't  get  benefits 
if  you  don't  get  together.  There  are 
only  a  few  nons  left  and  we  want  to  see 
them  come  to  the  front. 

We  "^ere  all  put  on  edge  by  a  rousing 
talk  from  Vice-President  Vurpia  and  that 
led  to  prompt  work  in  the  election  of 
officers  which  followed. 

Our  most  efficient  president,  Brother 
A.  M.  Ahr  was  held  on  to  for  another 
term.  For  secretary-treasurer,  and  good 
hard  work,  we  have  again  our  old  friend, 
Bro.  C.  H.  Messman.  Brother  Voser  for 
vice-president,  is  another  good  worker. 
We  would  not  have  anyone  else  but 
**Big  Bill."  one  of  the  best  workers  in 
the  lodge,  and  Brother  Milton  French  is 
retained  and  is  a  most  effective  chaplain. 

The  committee  on  the  dance  to  be 
given  on  Feb.  18,  1911  had  been  working 
hard  and  the  prospect  looks  good  for  a 
big  time.    Our  friends  have  been  making 
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donations,  both  wet  and  dry,  for  the  re- 
freshment room.  Come  on,  boys,  bring 
your  girls  and  have  a  good  time. 

During  the  month  of  December  we  had 
two  bad  accidents.  One  leaves  a  man 
in  the  hospital  and  the  other  a  sad  loss 
to  the  signal  department,  when  a  blow 
from  a  switch  engine  took  away  our 
whole-souled,  big-hearted  friend  and  fel- 
low worker,  Bro.  Ted.  Cramer.  He  was 
laid  away  at  Riverside  on  Dec.  11,  with 
the  impressive  service  of  the  Woodmen, 
of  which  he  was  an  active  member. 
Fifteen  men  from  the  signal  department 
represented  the  lodge.  They  carried  a 
full  size  dwarf  signal  in  flowers  of  the 
proper  color.  (Rest  in  peace.)  Yours 
in  B.  L.  and  U. ,  Journal  Agent. 


Famhatn,  Que. 


I  have  been  looking  over  the  Advo- 
cate for  some  time  but  not  having  seen 
any  correspondence  from  Lodge  No.  187 
in  it,  I  have  concluded  to  write  a  few 
lines  myself. 

We  are  still  in  the  land  of  the  living 
and  held  our  regular  meeting  on  Decem- 
ber 30  with  a  good  attendance.  We  have 
126  members  in  good  standing.  Our 
meetings  are  always  very  interesting. 
We  had  quite  a  large  amount  of  business 
to  clean  up  the  year  1910  with. 

We  have  a  good  large  lodge  room  and 
and  plenty  of  room  for  all  our  members 
to  attend  and  I  wish  they  would  do  so. 
Now,  boys,  if  you  will  put  your  shoulder 
to  the  wheel  we  will  make  the  year  1911 
the  banner  year  for  Lodge  No.  187. 
There  are  a  few  men  in  our  department 
who  require  some  attention.  Let  us  get 
after  them,  for  in  union  there  is  strength 
and  there  is  no  reason  that  I  know  of 
why  Lodge  No.  187  should  not  be  the 
second,  at  least,  on  the  Thermometer. 

There  is  no  excuse  for  the  men  on  the 
C.  P.  R.  on  the  Eastern  Division  for  not 
paying  up  their  dues.  They  all  know  of 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  member- 
ship and  should  contribute  their  share 
toward  the  expense.  Get  after  them, 
boys,  and  bring  them  in  and  we  will  soon 
see  our  lodge  filling  its  proper  place  on 
the  Thermometer.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and 
U.,  B.  E.  S. 


Sprin^dale,  Ky. 

••WITHOUT  A  CARD." 
I  ought  to  get  a  large  reward. 
For  never  owning  a  union  card. 
I  have  never  grumbled,  I  have  never  stmek. 
Bot  I  moat  be  going  on  my  way  to  win. 
So  open,  St.  Peter,  and  let  me  in. 

St.  Peter  sat  and  stroked  his  staff, 
Despite  his  high  office,  he  had  to  laogh. 
Said  he.  with  a  fiery  gleam  in  his  eye, 
••Who  is  tending  this  gate,  you  or  I! 
I  have  heard  of  yon  and  your  gift  of  gab. 
You're  what  is  known  on  earth  as  a  scab. 

Thereupon  he  rose  in  his  stature  tall. 

And  pressed  a  button  on  the  wall. 

And  said  to  the  imp  who  answered  the  bell, 

"Escort  this  fellow  around  to  U . 

Tell  Satan  to  give  him  a  seat  alone 

On  a  red  hot  griddle  up  near  the  throne.' 

"But  stay,  even  the  devil  can't  stand  the  smell 

Of  a  cooking  scab  on  a  gridle  in  H . 

It  would  cause  a  revolt,  a  strike,  I  know. 
If  I  sent  you  down  to  the  imps  below. 
Qo  back  to  your  master.  Earth,  and  tell 
That  they  don't  even  want  a  scab  in  H . 

I  have  been  a  Brotherhood  man  for 
ten  years,  and  will  remain  as  long  as  I 
railroad.  We  have  three  Brotherhood 
men  on  the  section.  I  will  close  for  this 
time.    Yours  forever,    W.  H.  Boanes. 


From    the    Birminghatn    DiTision. 

I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines  to  the 
Advocatb  tonight,  although  I  am  very 
tired  and  nervous.  I  am  hardly  old 
enough  to  be  nervous,  but  you  can 
imagine  how  anyone  feels  after  being  in 
the  service  sixteen  years  and  being,  as 
we  all  are,  exposed  to  all  kinds  of 
weather.  We  all  get  old  at  a  young 
age,  but  we  have  to  stand  pat,  and  watch 
our  track  in  bad  weather,  or  something 
will  turn  up  that  will  more  than  keep  us 
busy  for  a  time. 

I  am  always  pleased  to  read  the  letters 
in  the  Advocate,  as  they  are  all  very 
interesting  to  me.  It  seems  to  me  that 
there  are  a  few  writers  who  are  left  to 
do  all  the  work.  Why  can't  we  all  con- 
tribute a  little  now  and  then?  I  am  sure 
you  can,  if  you  will.  Let's  all  go  to  our 
meetings,  too,  and  do  what  we  can  to 
help  the  good  work  along.  Look  at  the 
other  divisions  and  see  what  the  boys 
are  doing  there.  Can't  we  do  as  well? 
Yes,  of  course  we  can,  if  we  are  not  too 
lazy  or  afraid.    We  will  never  live  to  see 
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conditions  improve  one  bit  if  we  sit  at 
home  or  are  scared  to  go  to  our  lodge 
meetings  and  help  the  good  work  ad- 
vance. It  looks  to  me  as  though  we  had 
better  get  out  of  the  old  rut  we  have 
been  in  for  so  long  a  time.  Think  of  the 
farmer,  who  is  today  in  advance  of  us 
as  far  as  wages  are  concerned.  Why, 
right  here  in  my  home  town  we  have 
men  who  make  from  six  to  eight  hundred 
dollars  in  cotton  and  com,  and  have 
more  comforts  and  money  than  we  have, 
and  they  are  not  exposed  to  all  kinds  of 
weather  as  we  are.  Then,  too,  they  only 
work  about  eight  months  in  the  year  to 
get  their  product  on  the  market. 

We  had  better  begin  to  think  of  our 
conditions,  for  if  we  don't  no  one  else 
vill.  I  want  to  say  to  the  nons,  don't 
wait  for  Brother  Powell  or  Brother  Lay ne 
to  come  ont  again  after  you  and  your 
brothers  who  were  listed  last  year;  pay 
up  your  dues  and  let  us  show  our  true 
colors  and  be  a  united  body  to  the  end, 
is  my  humble  request  to  you  all.  Yours 
in  B.  L.  and  U. ,  JouRNAii  Agent. 


LoulsTille,  Miss. 


Having  been  elected  as  journal  agent 
for  the  N.  &  S.  division,  I  will  try  to 
write  a  few  lines  for  the  Advocate.  The 
members  of  Lodge  No.  152  met  at  Hous- 
ton, Miss.,  on  Sunday,  December  11, 
1910.  We  had  a  good  lively  meeting. 
The  attendance  was  not  large  and  the 
fun  of  it  was  that  every  man  there  was 
elected  to  either  one  office  or  the  other, 
so  you  can  see  we  were  full  of  business, 
and  have  arranged  it  so  that  everybody 
would  do  his  share. 

We  intended  meeting  today,  but  from 
some  unknown  cause  did  not  receive 
our  passes,  and  as  a  result  there  was  no 
meeting.  We  have  a  monthly  inspec- 
tion on  the  second  Sunday  in  each 
month,  so  our  boys  use  this  day  for  their 
meeting  day. 

Say,  you  backsliders,  why  don't  you 
pay  up  your  dues  and  come  into  the  fold 
of  unionism  and  brotherly  love?  It 
makes  me  feel  bad  for  you,  if  you  don't 
feel  bad  yourselves.  Some  of  you  cry 
out,  •*!  am  not  able  to  pay  my  dues,'* 
bat  I  see  that  you  are  able  to  order  a 


jug  of  whiskey  for  Christmas,  which 
costs  from  |3  to  $5.  Now,  men,  for 
humanity's  sake  and  the  sake  of  the 
rising  generations,  why  not  quit  this 
habit  of  sliding  back,  and  come  ont  o^ 
the  bright  side  and  be  one  of  the  thou- 
sand links  in  the  chain  which  cannot  be 
broken.  Be  as  a  mighty  kingdom  that 
cannot  be  overthrown.  Be  gentle  and 
of  a  strong,  sober  mind. 

Now,  as  I  have  taken  up  considerable 
space,  I  will  not  say  any  more  at  this 
time.  Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and 
the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  much  success,  and 
that  1911  will  be  the  banner  year  for  our 
organization,  I  am,  yours  in  B.  L.  and 
U.,  JouBNAL  Agent. 


Prentice  Lodge  No.  382. 

For  the  first  time  since  this  road  was 
organized  Prentice  lodge  will  appear  in 
the  Advocate,  providing  our  editor  will 
see  fit  to  publish  my  few  words.  We 
had  our  annual  meeting  at  Rhinelander, 
Wisconsin,  at  which  the  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  were  elected,  also  quite  a 
lot  of  lodge  business  was  transacted  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  present.  We  had 
a  good  meeting  and  enjoyed  ourselves 
very  well  indeed,  although  there  were 
only  half  of  the  members  of  the  division 
present.  Brothers  on  the  half  division 
who  did  not  attend  the  meeting,  do  you 
not  realize  that  instead  of  putting  your 
shoulder  to  the  wheel  to  make  it  roll 
faster  up  the  grade,  you  will  place  an 
obstruction  to  throw  the  wheels  off  the 
rail?  I  mean  by  your  shoulder  to  the 
wheel  to  make  it  roll  faster  that  you 
should  pay  your  dues  and  assessments 
promptly  and  help  the  organization  all 
you  can,  as  this  is  the  only  way  by 
which  we  can  hope  to  have  our  wages 
raised  and  to  better  our  working  condi- 
tions. Take  notice  of  the  thorough  or- 
ganization on  this  road,  trainmen,  en- 
ginemen,  carmen,  operators,  linemen 
and  operators  as  having  each  had  their 
wages  raised  during  the  past  eight 
months.  Where  is  your  raise?  We  will 
never  get  one  if  we  keep  away  from  the 
organization.  As  an  old  timer  said:  "It 
is  easy  to  break  one  stick,  but  a  hard 
matter  to  break  them  combined."  Again 
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I  warn  you  to  keep  up  your  dues  and 
stick  to  the  organization  as  it  is  the  only 
key  to  our  betterment. 

I  hope  the  editor  will  trim  up  these 
few  words  and  find  place  for  same  in  the 
columns  of  our  journal.  With  good  wish- 
es to  our  craft,  I  remain, 

JOUBNAL  AOBNT. 


FranRlinton,  N.  C. 

If  you  will  allow  me  space  in  your 
journal  I  will  write  a  few  lines  for  the 
February  issue.  Weldon  Lodge  No.  34 
met  at  Norlina  Sunday,  January  16  with 
a  very  good  attendance,  but  it  could 
have  been  better  if  all  the  brothers  on 
the  first  division  would  have  come  out. 
Brothers,  we  woald  like  to  see  all  the 
members  on  this  division  in  Weldon 
lodge  one  time.  I  am  sure  if  you  will 
only  come  out  once  and  get  interested 
in  the  good  work,  you  will  all  attend 
more  regularly.  Brother  Section  Fore- 
men, you  should  all  feel  more  interested 
in  your  own  welfare  and  the  importance 
of  getting  together  at  these  meetings 
once  a  month.  One  other  important 
thing  is  to  keep  your  dues  paid  up 
promptly.  The  first  division  of  the  Sea- 
board has  been  somewhat  in  the  sticks 
for  the  last  year.  I  hope  1911  will  be 
the  banner  year  for  this  division.  If  all 
the  brothers  will  only  try,  I  am  sure  we 
can  make  it  so.  I  hope  to  see  more  of 
the  members  at  our  next  meeting.  Wel- 
don lodge  meets  every  second  Sunday  at 
Weldon,  N.  C.  S.  M.  Hbafner. 


Progressive  Lodge  No.  114. 

The  ofiftce  -of  journal  agent  having 
fallen  to  my  lot,  I  guess  I  shall  have  to 
take  a  leaf  out  of  Brother  Organizer 
Keays'  book  and  give  an  account  of  how 
the  Brotherhood  is  progressing  in  the 
northwest  on  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific. 

We  held  oyr  last  meeting  at  Biggar 
the  west  divisional  point,  on  December 
17,  at  eight  oclock.  Twenty-five  mem- 
bers were  in  attendance,  some  of  the 
brothers  coming  forty  miles  from  the 
east,  and  as  far  from  the  west.  The 
election  of  officers  was  part  of  the  busi- 
ness transacted;    and    ^e   have  ft  flue 


bunch,  the  bridge  and  building  depart- 
ment being  well  represented  on  the  list 
We  also  had  thirteen  new  members  to 
initiate,  and  before  we  left  to  come  home 
seven  men  joined  the  noble  Order.  All 
who  attended  had  a  very  enjoyable  time, 
and  at  our  next  meeting,  which  is  to  be 
held  in  Watrous  on  March  19,  we  look 
for  a  still  larger  gathering.  * 

It  may  seem  like  a  long  time  for  us  to 
secure  our  first  schedule,  but  be  patient, 
boys,  and  hope  before  our  next  meeting 
we  shall  be  working  on  it.  Yours  in  B. 
L.  and  U.,  Journal.  Aoent. 


Columbust  O. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  joint 
protective  board  of  the  Norfolk  and 
Western  system  division  held  in  Colum- 
bus, O.,  on  December  14  and  16  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  our  present  general  chair- 
man, Bro.  T.  H.  (Kerrey,  has  served  m 
faithfully  and  effectually  for  the  past 
two  years,  therefore,  be  it 

Ebsolved,   First,  that  we  extend  to 

Brother  Gerrey  our  heartfelt  thanks  and 

•  appreciation  for  his  work  in  our  interest 

during  the  recess  of  the  joint  protecUve 

board. 

Second,  that  we  re-elect  Brother  Ge^ 
rey  to  the  ofiftce  of  general  chairman  for 
another  term. 

Third,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions 
be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this  meet- 
ing and  a  copy  be  sent  to  the  oflicial  or- 
gan for  publication,  all  of  which  were 
unanimously  and  enthusiastically  car- 
ried. Signed:  J.  P.  Stewabt,  Secy. 
J.  W.  Branch, 
J:  H.  Rowland. 

Resolution  number  two. 

Whereas,  our  organization  stands  for 
the  uplifting  of  humanity  and  for  an  in- 
crease in  wages  for  the  maintenance-of- 
way  employes,  and  as  our  men  need  pro- 
tection and  our  organization  offers  a 
good  insurance  to  our  men  at  small  cost, 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  we  use  our  efforts  to 
get  and  urge  our  men  to  take  out  some 
amout  of  insurance  in  the  organization. 
This  was  unanimously  carried. 

Sig^ned:       J.  P.  Stbtwabt,  Secy» 
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Johnson  City,  Tenn. 

We  missed  our  regular  meeting  of 
Clinchfield  Lodge  No.  43  in  January,  bat 
I  hope  we  will  be  able  to  muster  enough 
members  together  to  hold  our  next 
regular  meeting. 

What  is  the  matter  with  you  boys  on 
the  0.,  C.  &  O.,  that  yon  do  not  make  a 
greater  effort  to  attend  your  lodge  meet- 
ing? Yon  know  we  never  got  any  in- 
creases in  our  wages  until  after  we  had 
organized  our  lodge,  and  you  all  know 
that  it  was  not  much  trouble  to  get  a  $5 
raise.  Now,  if  you  expect  the  Order  to 
do  n£  any  good  or  to  ever  secure  another 
raise,  you  will  have  to  come  along 
promptly  with  your  dues  and  help  to  get 
more  members.  Let  every  brother  come 
in  on  February  5  and  bring  along  an  ap- 
plication for  membership  and  we  will 
soon  get  the  road  solid  $ind  have  a  bet- 
ter working  contract  with  another  raise 
of  wages.  Let  us  be  men  and  show  the 
other  roads  that  we  are  very  much  alive. 
Toors  in  B.  L.  and  U.,  A.  E. 


Boston  and  Maine. 

I  have  been  thinking  for  some  time  of 
writing  to  the  Advocate.  I  read  so 
many  good  things  in  it,  and  often  wish  I 
were  gifted  like  the  good  brothers  and 
sisters  who  write  for  it. 

We  have  already  started  on  the  .new 
year,  so  let  us  make  it  the  banner  year 
of  our  organization L  The  only  way  to  do 
this  is  for  every  member  to  do  his  share. 
The  officers  alone  cannot  do  it.  There 
is  work  for  each  one  of  us  to  do,  let  us 
be  np  and  doing.  The  time  is  coming 
when  we  will  not  be  here  to  do  it.  At 
that  tame,  may  it  be  said  of  each  one  of 
ns  **he  has  donb  what  he  could."  Have 
you  done  this,  brother?  If  not,  why  not? 
Be  a  booster,  not  a  knocker. 

By  the  way,  have  you  one  of  those 
bright  colored  working  cards  for  the  first 
hiifof  the  year  1911?  If  not.  Brother 
Pegg  will  send  you  one  for  the  same  old 
price.  The  lodges  in  the  stem  had  bet- 
ter keep  busy  or  some  that  are  in  the 
bolb  will  take  their  places  in  a  short 
time. 

I  want,  at  this  time,  to  thank  all  the 


brothers  on  the  Boston  and  Maine  for 
the  most  liberal  way  in  which  they 
helped  me,  and  all  the  other  brothers, 
for  their  kind  letters  of  sympathy  during 
my  recent  illness.  It  will  not  be  soon 
forgotten.    Fraternally  yours, 

R.  H.  Crawpoed. 


Y.  &  M.  V.  Ry. 

What  is  the  matter  with  the  boys  on 
this  road?  I  am  section  foreman  on  the 
Vicksburg  division  of  the  Y.  &  M.  V. 
and  like  this  division  the  best  of  the 
three.  We  have  good  officials  to  work 
for  and  I  think  that  if  everyone  will  do 
what  they  could  to  better  their  condi- 
tions that  we  would  certainly  have  good 
results  this  year.  Thorough  organiza- 
tion is  the  only  way  that  will  ever  do 
this  on  a  level  with  the  other  employes, 
so  let  us  get  together  at  once  and  see 
what  can  be  done.  Qood  trackmen  are 
in  demand  at  all  times,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  all  should  awaken  to  their  ef- 
forts and  endeavor  to  keep  this  great 
organization  in  force  as  a  band  of  good 
co-workers,  and  I  am  sure  that  if  all  will 
do  this  our  Brotherhood  will  be  one 
among  the  best.  I  trust  this  will  miss 
the  basket,  and  if  it  does  I  will  come 
again.    Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Certipicai'e  No.  18644. 


MattawamReag  Lodge  No.  333. 

Well,  boys,  after  a  year's  rest  from 
being  journal  agent,  I  will  try  to  write 
again  to  let  those  who  do  not  attend  the 
meetings  very  often,  know  how  the  lodge 
is  progressing. 

Everything  is  getting  along  well.  We 
have  over  ninety-five  percent  of  the  men 
on  our  division  in  good  standing  in  the 
I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  We  are  having  lovely 
winter  weather  for  the  section  men,  and 
I  hope  all  our  boys  are  enjoying  it. 
Anyway,  we  are  enjoying  the  raise  of 
pay  we  got  last  August,  thanks  to  the  I. 
B.  M.  W.  E,  and  our  tried  and  true 
chairman,  Bro.  C.  C.  Allen.  Yours  in 
B.  L.  and  IT.,  Jos.  Meagher. 


Have  you  received  your  working  card 
for  first  half  of  1911? 
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ChicagOt  111. 

Oome  membro  e  presidente  di  questa 
loggia  locale  alia  qaale  appartengo  da 
ire  med,  ho  letto  il  noetro  Advocate  e 
non  avendoci  mdi  trovato  nulla  suUa 
nofltiro  loeale,  mi  ^  yenuto  in  mente  di 
scriTere  to  due  righe  per  11  nostro  Advo- 
CATB  del  presente  mese. 

Pratelli  italliani,  per  primo  vi  dard  a 
comprendere  come  noi  abbiamo  formato 
qnesta  log^gia  No.  142. 

Oi  siamo  riuniti  una  Domenica  tutti  i 
caporali  delle  section  gang  ed  extra 
gangs,  di  sopra  al  terminal!  di  Chicago, 
della  compagnia  di  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry. 

A  questa  riunione  abbiamo  cominciato 
a  parlare  di  affari  di  altre  union!  che 
9orgoao  tutti  i  giomi,  e  come  sono  trat- 
tati  qoelli  che  appartengono  all'  unione 
6  la  eondotta  che  tengono  k>ro,  e  via 
dioendo. 

Pol  Qno  di  noi,  non  mi  rammento  il 
nomlB,  disse :  Perchd  non  apparteniamo 
anoh^  noi  all'  unione?  In  tutti  i  modi 
abblaiiio  troyata  la  at'rada  an  che  noi  di 
far  parte  alia  Oly  bourn  Lodge  No.  246. 

B  nel  breve  spazio  di  30  giomi,  abbiamo 
ragg^nnto  il  numero  d!  35  membri.  Po^ 
avettdo  raggiunto  questo  numero  di 
membri,  abbiamo  fatto  domanda  all' 
orgaaiaer.  Brother  Peterson,  che  vole- 
vam^  formare  una  locale  per  noi  suUa 
compi^rnia  O.,  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  detta 
doE&anda  fa  approvata,  dalla  Clyboum 
Lo4fe  No.  246  di  Chicago,  e  la  prima 
riunione  fo  aperta  per  noi  il  giomo  di 
24  Ottobre  1910,  col  numero  di  35  membri 
e  nella  stessa  seduta  abbiamo  ammessi 
cirds  altri  15  nuovi  membri.  La  seconda 
sedotsa  ne  abbiamo  ammessi  altri  26,  e 
alia  taeaoL  altri  65  Percid,  car!  fratelli,  in 
drea  4  mesi  che  ci  siamo  orgaiiizzati, 
abbiamo  raggiunto  il  numero  143  di  sooi, 
flno  al  giomo  d'  ogg^.  E  ancora  voglio 
dir^  ehe  ne  abbiamo  ancora  20  che  lavo- 
raiKl  sonza  far  parte  dell'  unione,  ma  vi 
.laslearo  che  per  la  prossima  seduta,  del 
31 41  JSennaio,  1911,  saramo  tutti  dentro 
nenif  locale,  St.  P.  Stars  No.  142.  II 
loog^  di  riunione  h  1223  Milwaukee  ave. 
sla  ogni  terzo  sabato  del  mese.  Di  piu 
vi  voglio  spiegare  che  il  lavoro  che 
hanno  fatto  vari  soci  di  questa  locale  h 
grandissimo. 


In  circa  altri  4  mesi,  credo  che  arrive- 
remo  al  numero  de  *  •Trimometor"  sopra 
a  tutti.  Percio  raccomando  ad  ogni 
socio  della  St.  P.  Stars  No.  142,  di 
prendersi  un  po  di  interesse,  di  far  ap- 
partenere  coloro  che  lavorano  sopra 
alia  compagnia  di  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry. 
Con  stima  vi  saluto,  vostro  fratello  e 
presidente  della  Sc.  P.  Stars  Lodge  No. 
142,  Tony  argentino. 


Riviere  du  Loup,  Que. 

Je  remercie  beaucoup  Monsieur  Lowe 
de  la  bonne  lettre  qu'ii  a  ^rice  dans  le 
mois  de  d^embre,  nous  donnant  de  I'en- 
couragement  que  nous  aurions  une  bonne 
augmentation  et  j'esp^re  que  cette  ques- 
tion de  salaire  va  continuer  plus  que 
jamais. 

Nous  avons  eu  une  belle  assembl^e  le 
mois  de  d^cembre,  tenue  k  Saio  Paschal, 
le  Fr^re  N.  Levesque  a  €t6  r^elu  pi'^sident 
et  le  Fr^re  G.  Fr^ve  secretaire,  ainsi  que 
les  autres  offloiers  qui  ont  ^t^  r6elu8. 

Je  souhaite  k  tons  une  bonne  et  heu- 
reuse  annde  et  tout  ce  qu'ils  d^sirent, 
la  paix,  la  sant^  et  le  bonheur  et  du 
succ^  dans  tontes  vos  entreprises. 

Croyex-moi,  fratemellement  en  B.  L. 
et  U.,  A.  Dumas, 

Agent  du  Journal. 


Alteau  Sta.,  Greenville  P.  0.«  Me. 

Je  ne  sais  si  ma  lettre  m^tera  les 
honneurs  de  la  publication  et  peut-^tre 
suis-je  t6m6raire  d'oser  I'espdrer.  Quol- 
qu'il  en  soit  je  d^ire  vous  6crire  du 
suce^  de  notre  soci^t^  k  la  demi^re  ri- 
union  du  17  d^cembre  k  Brownsville 
Junction. 

Je  ne  puis  exprimer  toute  la  satisfac- 
tion que  rious  avons  cue,  mon  mari  et 
moi  au  milieu  de  ce  groupe  choisi  d'amis 
entre  lesquels  notre  roadmaster  et  sa 
dame  faisalent  si  bonne  figure  et  dont  la 
pr^ence  a  cbarm6  tous  les  invito. 

Rien  ne  manquait  k  cette  fratemelle 
rencontre  qui  a  6t6  une  vraie  f^te  de 
jFamille.  Le  souper  au  dinde  fut  des' 
meilleurs  et  des  plus  joyeux,  le  beau 
chant  avec  la  belle  musiaue,  les  discours 
magnifiques  et  tr^s  appreci^s,  en  un  mot 
tout  se  passa  dans  d'excellentes  condi- 
tions et  chacun  se  retira  enchant^  et 
anim4  d'un  nouveau  courage  pour  re- 
prendre  son  labeur  quotidien. 

Nos  felicitations  et  remerctments  aux 
vaillants  organisateurs  de  ces  reunions 
si  encourageantes.  En  terminant  k  tous 
une  bonne  et  heureuse  ann€e  et  mes 
meilleurs  80uhait»,  je  suis,  bien  sinc^re- 
ment,  Madame  William  Girabd, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.^.. 


-> 

^ 

^ 


si 


\§ 


M 


•Jn 


^ 


iNi 


%1 


^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


181 


c 


# 

WOMAN'S 
CORRESPONDENCE 

# 

J 


From  the  S.  A,  L. 

Here  it  is  the  13th  and  I  am  just  now 
writing  and  I  don't*  know  whether  I'll 
fi^t  in  on  time  for  the  February  number 
or  not,  but  I'll  have  to  risk  it. 

We  are  having  regular  Florida  weather 
here  in  North  Carolina  these  days  and 
while  I  love  warm  weather  above  any- 
thing almost,  I  am  having  a  time  of  it. 
My  little  boy  has  been  troubled  for  two 
winters  with  bronchitis  in  acute  form, 
and  every  little  change  in  the  weather 
brings  on  the  attack,  which  means  much 
aftziety  and  loss  of  sleep  for  yours  truly, 
and  a  dreadful  hurry  to  get  breakfast 
ready  on  time  for  the  old  man  to  get  to 
work  in  the  morning  and  I  am  carrying 
a  blister  on  my  hand  now  the  size  of  a 
quarter  brought  on  by  over  sleep  and 
consequent  hurry.  I  have  been  at  it  a 
good  while  but  I  have  never  learned  to 
cook  gracefully  yet,  my  hands  always 
give  me  away. 

It  seems  a  little  out  of  date  to  refer  to 
Christmas  now,  but  I  want  to  tell  you 
how  nice  Santa  was  to  me  this  time. 
When  I  looked  into  my  stocking  Christ- 
mas morning,  I  found  a  big  six-hole 
range,  reservoir,  warming  closet  and  all, 
a  silver  baking  dish,  a  55-piece  dinner 
set,  a  lovely  leather  handbag  and  a  box 
of  lace  Jabots.  You  can  imagine  that 
piece  of  hosiery  was  stretched  somewhat. 
I  am  pretty  stout,  I'll  admit,  but  Santa 
Claus  ran  the  thing  in  the  ground. 

I  certainly  do  envy  you  your  Florida 
home.  Brother  Patten.  I'm  Florida  crazy, 
have  been  for  years,  and  reading  your 
letter  made  me  **blue."  Can't  you  find 
me  a  job  outthere  somewhere?  I'll  come 
"instanter."  You  know,  I  think  your 
climate  such  an  ideal  one  that  I  predict 
before  long  the  entire  state  will  be  over- 
run with  people  and  not  an  acre  of  land 
to  be  bad  at  any  price.  Oh,  for  a  land  of 
perpetual  summer  I    Some  people  claim 


to  love  autumn  and  winter,  but  not  I. 
Spring  is  so  full  of  promise  of  beautiful 
things  that  are  to  be,  my  whole  nature 
expands  at  that  time  of  year,  but  I  have 
never  been  able  to  see  any  beauty  in  au- 
tumn, however  much  poets  may  rave 
over  its  beauties.  To  me,  every  falling 
leaf  suggests  mortality,  it  is  typical  of 
the  evening  of  life,  and  is  the  forerunner 
of  winter,  which  to  me,  is  a  perfect 
nightmare.  Nearly  all  my  bad  luck  has 
come  in  autumn  and  I  always  dread  to 
see  it  come.  This  weather  makes  one 
want  to  get  out  of  doors  and  rake  and 
sweep  and  dig,  and  I  never  miss  an  op- 
portunity. The  closer  we  get  to  nature, 
the  closer  we  are  to  God.  Some  people 
seem  to  think  it  absolutely  essential  to 
go  to  church  regularly  in  order  to  get 
close  to  Him  and  while  I  approve  of 
church  going  all  right,  I  can  say  truth- 
fully that  I  have  never  felt  His  presence 
in  church  as  I  have  in  the  woods,  and  in 
the  fields  alone  with  the  birds  and  with 
the  sweet  voices  of  nature.  True,  I've 
been  going  to  church  and  Sunday  school 
and  revivals  all  my  life,  and  when  at  the 
latter,  my  headquarters  were  always  on 
the  **moumer's  bench"  so  called,  but 
more  rightly  termed  the  **scared  seat." 
Funny  how  some  peoples  emotions  can 
be  played  upon  until  they  feel  that  they 
are  forever  lost  and  undone  unless  they 
can  get  on  that  one  special  bench  right 
near  the  preacher,  and  once  having 
reached  there  they  feel  so  much  better 
— saved — at  peace  with  the  world,  when 
really  they  are  emotional,  over-sensitive, 
and  nervous,  and  sober  afterthought 
finds  them  unchanged  spiritually  and 
disgusted  for  being  such  an  emotional 
fool  and  for  making  such  an  exhibition 
of  one's  foolishness.  That  is  scared  up 
religion,  and  doesn't  usually  last.  The 
most  lasting  sort  is  that  which  comes  of 
sober,  at-home,  alone,  reflection,  when 
one  can  take  oneself  to  pieces  as  it  were, 
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and  see  the  real  need.  And,  after  all, 
why  should  we  allow  ourselves  to  become 
over-wrought  and  stirred  over  what  any 
minister  may  say?  We  have  our  bible 
the  same  as  he,  his  opinion  is  only  that 
of  one  man,  and  ours  is  probably  just  as 
logical  and  good.  And  while  I  am  on 
this  subject  I  want  to  say  that  a  great 
many  people  do  not  go  to  church  because 
they  are  not  able  to  make  as  good  ap- 
pearance as  others  and  are  too  proud  or 
too  big  a  fool  to  go  unless  they  can,  and 
I  have  often  wondered  why  there  is  not 
a  rule  all  over  the  world  to  adopt  some 
simple  uniform  for  church  wear — some- 
thing very  inexpensive,  that  the  hum- 
blest could  afford.  To  prevent  social 
distinction  and  much  humiliation,  a  great 
many  of  our  leading  colleges  have  adopt- 
ed this  measure  and  it  has  proven  suc- 
cessful, and  if  it  is  necessary  to  make 
young  people  clothe  themselves  so  there 
can  be  no  apparent  social  difference,  no 
caste,  is  it  not  more  necessary  in  the 
churches?  Surely  it  is  abominably  bad 
form  to  wear  one's  smartest  and  most 
expensive  garments  into  the  house  of 
Him  who  had  not  * 'where  to  lay  His 
head,"  where  all  social  differences  should 
be  forgotten. 

Sister  Jenness,  you  have  my  deepest 
sympathy  in  the  illness  of  little  Vera. 
I  know  what  that  means,  as  I  sat  up 
twenty-one  days  and  nights  with  my  lit- 
tle one  who  had  typhoid  fever  when 
small.  It  doesn't  seem  possible,  but  it 
is  nevertheless  true.  We  had  three  phys- 
icians with  him  for  three  weeks  and 
neither  of  them  held  out  any  hope  and 
many  days  at  sunset  we  did  not  expect 
to  have  him  with  us  until  midnight  and 
all  the  rest  I  got  was  lying  beside  him 
and  I  gave  every  dose  of  medicine  my- 
self. Of  course,  there  were  loving  friends 
who  would  have  helped  gladly,  but  you 
know  how  we  mothers  are  in  these  cases. 
I  sincerely  hope  your  littleoneis  well  by 
this  time.  It  is  a  great  pity  for  little 
ones  to  be  ill  for  one  reason  it  makes 
them  so  spoiled.  We  have  given  mine 
everything  in  the  house  to  play  with, 
but  the  bible  and  the  old  man's  razor, 
anything  to  keep  his  mouth  shut. 

My  sympathy  also  is  with  Brother  T. 
J.  O'Donnell,    It's  bad  to  be  burned  out 


but  it  ought  to  be  some  consolation  to 
know  that  you  had  something  to  get 
burnt.  My  little  bojr  often  asks  me  what 
I  would  do  if  I  should  awaken  to  find 
the  house  on  fire.  I  tell  him  that  would 
be  easy — ^just  waken  the  family,  throw 
the  grip  out  doors,  g^ab  him  and  get. 

Well,  this  is  sufficient  for  your  diges- 
tion until  another  month,  so  I  will  ring 
off.    With  best  wishes  to  all, 

EviE  Sabtor  Byrd. 


South  Danbury,  N.  H. 

The  holidays  have  come  and  gone  and 
we  have  started  on  a  new  year,  but  I 
can  hardly  realize  it,  as  our  baby  girl 
was  eo  sick  that  we  could  not  pay  any 
attention  to  the  holidays.  For  days  we 
thought  we  would  have  to  part  with  her, 
but  the  good  Lord  saw  fit  to  spare  her 
to  us,  and  now  she  is  slowly  recovering. 

Now,  as  we  start  the  new  year,  fet  us 
each  one  strive  to  do  all  in  our  power  to 
boom  the  Auxiliary,  and  I  think  we  will 
be  pleased  with  the  result.  I  hoi>e  all 
will  remember  that  under  the  new  con- 
stitution the  dues  are  50  cents  a  year,  to 
be  paid  annually  instead  of  semi-annual- 
ly, as  the  dues  are  so  small  that  all  can 
meet  them  and  it  saves  quite  a  bit  on 
postage  in  sending  out  the  cards,  and, 
as  the  old  saying  goes,  '*penny  saved  is 
worth  more  than  a  penny  earned, 

I  received  a  good  many  post  cards 
during  the  holidays  from  the  sisters,  and 
I  wish  to  thank  all  who  sent  them,  as  it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  answer  them 
on  account  of  little  Vera' s  illness. 

The  Advocate  has  just  come  and  I 
have  taken  what  spare  time  I  could  get 
in  looking  it  over,  and  was  pleased  to 
see  so  many  nice  letters  from  the  sisters, 
and  also  the  brothers. 

We  were  very  sorry  to  read  of  Bro. 
T.  J.  O'Donnell's  loss.  It  seems  hard  to 
work  so  long  to  get  the  crops  raised  and 
harvested  and  then  see  it  go  up  in  smoke 
in  a  very  few  moments. 

Well,  it  is  drawing  near  the  time  when 
this  must  be  at  headquarters  if  it  goes 
in  the  next  Advocate,  so  I  will  close  by 
wishing  you,  one  and  all,  a  bright  and 
happy  new  year.  Yours  in  L. ,  F.  and  T., 
Mbs.  Q.  B.  Jenness. 
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Carloton  Place*  Ont. 

The  following  communication  received 
by  Brother  Lowe  was  deemed  too  good 
to  be  withheld  from  oar  readers,  es- 
pecially so  since  we  learned  that  the 
joamal  agent  of  Carleton  Place  lodge 
has  no  pen  and  ink: 
Deab  Bbothbr  Lowb — 

Your  letter  to  hand  last  week,  with 
your  Christmas  card  (for  which  we  thank 
you  very  much — the  photo  is  very  much 
like  you)  and  also  the  check  for  your 
dues.  Sure,  you  know  you  were  not 
behind  in  your  dues,  as  they  were  paid 
up  to  January  5,  1911,  so  now  they  are 
paid  up  to  April  6,  1914.  We  have  de- 
cided to  put  them  at  60  cents  per  year. 
That  is  50  cents  for  Qrand  L6dge  and 
10  cents  for  our  own  lodge. 

I  must  tell  you  about  our  annual  oyster 
sapper  which  we  had  on  New  Year's  eve. 
The  brothers  had  their  election  and  in- 
stallation of  officers,  as  usual,  and  the 
Auxiliary  had  been  invited  to  HELP 
with  the  supper,  the  brothers  to  provide 
everything  except  the  cake.  We  divided 
oorselves  into  committees,  one  to  get 
tables  ready,  one  to  prepare  the  hall  and 
fix  up  good  fires,  another  to  get  dishes 
washed  and  another  to  make  sandwiches. 
The  ladies  did  the  baying  and  presented 
the  bills  to  the  brothers,  as  you  know  a 
woiQan  can  make  money  go  so  much 
further  than  a  man.  We  had  the  tables 
set  and  everything  ready  except  oysters, 
tea  and  coffee,  while  the  brothers  were 
paying  their  dues,  then  the  brothers  had 
their  meeting  and  some  initiating,  which 
took  up  considerable  time.  We  took  in 
two  new  members  and  gave  some  of  the 
old  ones  the  new  obligation.  We  have 
not  had  our  election  of  officers  for  the 
new  year  -yet,  but  intend  to  as  soon  as 
we  can.  When  the  brothers  adjourned, 
there  was  a  general  rush  for  the  tables, 
and  we  had  a  lively  time  for  awhile, 
serving  oysters,  tea  and  coffee,  some 
of  the  brothers  taking  the  trays  and 
pitchers.  After  justice  had  been  done 
to  the  good  things.  Sister  Robertson 
brought  out  a  fruit  cake  which  she  had 
donated,  for  members  to  guess  the 
weight  of,  at  10  cents  a  guess,  the  pro- 
ceeds to  go  to  the  Auxiliary.    Bro.  J. 


Millikin  took  the  cake,  his  guess,  two 
and  one-half  pounds^  being  the  nearest  to 
the  weight,  which  was  two  pounds  and 
seven  ounces.  Guessing  was  all  the  way 
from  one  and  three-fourths  pounds  to 
seven  pounds.  Each  one  was  allowed 
to  lift  the  cake.  After  that  we  had  a 
short  programme — ^reading  and  recita- 
tions— closing  with  **God  Save  the 
King."  Every  one  seemed  to  have  had 
a, good  time  and  enjoyed  themselves. 
We  would  have  been  glad  if  you  could 
have  been  with  us,  but  live  in  hopes  you 
may  see  your  way  clear  another  year. 

The  brothers  have  elected  Bro.  J. 
Millikin  president.  My  good  man  has 
charge  of  the  books  again.  I  think  we 
shall  have  to  present  the  journal  agent 
with  a  pen  and  bottle  of  ink. 

There  are  a  few  brothers  behind  in 
their  dues  and  do  not  attend  the  meet- 
ings. If  there  is  any  raise  in  pay,  I 
wonder  if  they  will  still  keep  hanging 
back — hiding,  as  it  were.  All  should 
put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and 
when  benefits  come  they  will  feel  as  if 
they  helped  to  earn  them,  but  it  seems 
there  are  always  a  few  drones  in  every 
hive  who  like  to  reap  benefits  some  one 
else  worked  to  earn.  I  wonder  how  a 
lodge  can  be  kept  up  if  local  lodge  dues 
are  not  paid.  Perhaps  I  am  saying  too 
much,  but  1  feel  strongly  on  these  points. 

Our  Advocate  is  getting  better  all  the 
time,  and  there  are  so  many  interesting 
letters.  We  intend  to  try  and  have  a 
better  Auxiliary  than  ever.  I  do  not 
have  much  time  to  devote  to  union 
work,  as  I  have  six  children  and  keep  no 
servant.  We  have  two  cows,  which, 
along  with  garden  work,  keep  the  chil- 
dren and  myself  very  busy.  Mr.  Steele 
is  away  all  week,  so  he  cannot  help. 

We  have  had  a  very  cold  winter,  but 
very  little  snow.  We  had  our  January 
thaw;  it  only  lasted  one  day,  but  it  made 
a  good  icy  bottom  for  sleighs.  We  are 
all  well,  also  all  the  brothers  and  sisters, 
and  hope  you  are,  too.  I  know  you  are 
a  very  busy  man,  so  will  not  waste  any 
more  of  your  valuable  time  in  reading 
this  epistle,  and  will  close  by  returning 
well  wishes  from  Mr.  Steele  and  myself. 
Yours  in  L.,  F.  and  T., 

Mbs.  I.  P.  Steele,  Secy-Treas, 
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Van  WycK,  S.  C. 


Hello,  Mr.  Editor,  open  the  door  and 
let  me  in  once  more,  will  you?  I  am  here 
again  as  it  is  God's  will.  I  have  just  re- 
ceived our  Advocate  today,  and  I  have 
read  until  I  am  tjred,  so  I  will  try  to 
write  a  few  lines  and  hope  that  all  our 
people  have  had  their  share  of  the  good 
things  of  the  past  year,  and  with  many 
g^od  wishes  for  the  incoming  1911. 

Now,  it  is  not  what  we  have  done,  or 
what  can  we  do,  but  what  will  we  do. 
Let  us  see  what  will  be  done  to  better 
our  conditions  and  to  help  our  brothers. 
While  we  are  helping  our  brothers,  we 
are  helping  ourselves,  don't  you  see? 
Sure.  Well,  why  do  you  stand  back  and 
say  **I  will  join  the  organization  when  I 
see  that  they  are  going  to  do  something." 
•*They.''  How  does  **they"  sound.  It 
takes  a  **we  will''  or  an  **I  will"  to  do 
anything.  Just  wait  on,  if  you  please, 
the  wagon  may  break  at  a  moments  no^- 
tice,  perhaps  too  late,  brothers,  if  We 
don't  soon  awaken  to  the  fact  that  we 
can  and  must  do  something.  Let  all  of 
us  women  give  our  husbands,  fathers, 
brothers,  whatever  they  may  be,  a  smile 
and  say  ''let  us  go  to  the  lodge  meeting 
and  have  a  jolly,  good  time,"  learn 
more  of  each  other  and  see  who  is  the 
best  looking,  who  can  enjoy  themselves 
the  best.  Say,  sisters,  let  us  give  a  prize 
to  the  man  bringing  the  best-looking 
woman  and  see  how  many  men  will  bring 
their  wives.  We  sisters  must  do  some- 
thing, or  we  will  have  to  just  sit  around 
the  cross-tie  fire  all  day  Sunday  because 
there  are  but  few  of  us  who  are  trying  to 
push  Lo  the  front.  I  believe  that  I  am 
about  as  far  behind  as  anyone  and  would 
very  much  appreciate  a  letter  from  any 
one  of  the  sisters,  as  I  want  to  join  the 
Ladies'  Auxiliary  and  be  one  of  the  ring. 
Now,  someone  tell  me  where  to  make 
my  first  stop,  please,  will  you. 

Now,  let  us,  one  and  all  try  to  do  some- 
thing to  help  one  another,  by  so  doing 
we  will  be  helping  No.  1.  Now  listen  to 
our  men,  they  don't  want  to  go,  or  let 
their  wives  go.  **Let  us  wait  until  the 
next  meeting,  don't  want  to  ask  for  so 
many  passes,"  always  an  excuse.  So  be 
it  with  the  woman  if  her  husband  asks 


her  to  go  with  him.  She  will  make  ex- 
cuses by  saying  *'my  dress  is  not  nice 
enough." 

As  long  as  we  are  making  excuses  we 
will  never  be  men  and  women  as  we 
ought  to  be.  We  will  never  go  to  heaven 
if  we  are  always  making  excuses.  We 
have  got  to  go  and  do  something,  so  here 
we  go,  1911. 

I  will  now  close  as  I  have  forgotten 
that  it  is  getting  late  and  that  I  have 
got  to  be  up  early  in  the  morning.  Wish- 
ing the  Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary  all 
success,  I  am,  yours  fraternally, 

Mbs.  Lucy  Savage. 


Willoughby,  Vt. 

As  my  first  letter  escaped  the  waste 
basket,  I  thought  I  would  try  again.  I 
enjoy  reading  the  Advocate  and  find  it 
very  interesting.  My  husband  is  a  fore- 
man on  section  No.  24,  where  he  gets 
the  Summit  breeze.  He  is  also  a  strong 
unionist  and  believes  that  all  union  men 
should  wear  everything  labeled.  A  few 
days  ago  I  invested  in  a  new  comb.  He 
aske  me  how  much  I  paid  for  it,  and  I 
told  him  15  cents.  He  asked  me  why  I 
did  not  get  a  good  comb  while  I  wu 
about  it  and  get  one  which  was  union- 
made.  He  is  such  a  stiff  unionist.  Per- 
haps some  of  the  sisters  can  tell  me  how 
to  make  union  bread.  This  is  all  right 
for  a  joke,  but  when  it  comes  right  down 
to  the  point,  I  am  with  him.  I  once 
heard  a  mother  say  that  she  did  all  she 
could  to  prevent  her  boy  from  joining 
the  Brotherhood.  Just  you  think  of  it! 
She  admired  him  more  for  scabbing, 
which  is  really  nothing  more  than  being 
a  thief,  as  it  is  certainly  taking  money 
from  those  who  are  honestly  earning  it 
by  standing  up  for  their  rights  and  try- 
ing to, earn  an  honest  livelihood,  than 
she  would  if  he  were  to  pursue  an  honest 
and  upright  course  and  be  thought  some* 
thing  of  by  all  honorable  people. 

Mr.  Carter,  why  don't  you  say  some- 
thing? and  what  ails  Brother  Folsom? 
Where  is  your  head  and  pen?  We  would 
like  to  hear  from  you.  Tou  are  not 
asleep,  are  you?  A.  J.  Waterman,  it  is 
time  to  wake  up,  get  into  business  and 
join  the  I.  B.  M»  W.  B.    They  are  jolly 
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food  fellows,  and  will  hold  the  ambrella 
over  yoa  to  keep  off  the  rain. 

TUi  worid  mi  best  is  but  s  hash 

Of  i^easors  and  of  pain; 
SoDM  days  are  bright  and  simnj 

And  some  all  slashed  with  rain. 

And  that's  Jnst  how  it  oosht  to  be. 

For  when  the  elonds  roll  hj. 
We'll  know  Inst  how  to  'preeiate 

The  briirfat  and  smilinc  skj. 

So  learn  to  take  It  as  it  oomes 

And  don't  swear  at  the  poors 
Beeanse  the  Lord's  opinion 

Don't  eoineide  with  yonrs. 

Bnt  always  keep  rememberln*. 

When  eares  yonr  path  enshrond. 
That  Ood  has  lots  of  sunshine 

To  spill  behind  the  elond. 

80,  now,  don't  let  the  scabs  discoorage 
yon,  and  when  yoa  join  I  would  like  to 
be  there  and  see  yon  ride  the  i^oat.  I 
wodid  ase  a  good  stick  to  make  him  kick 
the  harder,  and  then  yon  will  come  out 
a  new  man  and  will  have  a  right  to  think 
yoo  are  a  man.  Wishing  the  Brother- 
hood and  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  Gk>d- 
Bpeed,  I  am,         Edyths  E.  D.  Gray. 


Shellmaiit  Ga. 


As  I  have  never  written  a  letter  to  the 
Adyocats  before,  I  am  going  to  try  my 
band  at  it  now.  I  have  just  been  read- 
ing the  other  letters  from  the  boys  and 
prls,  and  will  see  if  I  can  write  one  that 
vill  miss  the  waste  basket.  My  father 
is  a  section  foreman  on  the  Central  of 
Qeorgia  and  has  been  for  six  years.  He 
vas  a  foreman  on  the  8.  A.  L.  for  eight 
rears.  We  all  think  there  is  nothing 
ike^the  Brotherhood.  I  have  been  read- 
Dg  the  letters  in  the  Advocate  ever 
ince  I  was  old  enough  to  read  them, 
tnd  now  I  am  14  years  old. 

The  name  of  the  little  place  in  which 
fe  live  is  PichiUa,  Qa.,  a  little  flag 
Ution.  I  like  to  live  here  very  well. 
7e  have  a  lot  of  nice  neighbors.  We 
lave  only  been  here  a  year.  My  cousin, 
Fho  livee  in  Opelika,  Ala.,  is  a  strong 
irotheriiood  man.  His  name  is  P.  M. 
leSuenr.  He  is  the  secretary  of  Opelika 
9dge.  I  have  a  number  of  other  rela- 
ives  who  are  Brotherhood  men.  I  have 
«ver  seen  my  cousin  yet,  but  I  have 
eard  a  lot  about  him. 

I  think  that  two  or  three  of  the  mem- 


bers of  each  lodge  should  take  the  time 
to  write  a  letter  each  month  for  the 
journal.  It  does  not  take  many  minutes 
to  sit  down  and  write  a  few  lines,  and 
every  one  who  reads  them  will  know 
you  enjoy  it. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter,  I  will  not 
make  it  long  and  if  it  escapes  the  waste 
basket  I  will  try  again,  and  as  the  little 
verse  says:  **If  you  try  once  and  don't 
succeed,  try,  try  again."  Your  sincere- 
ly,  Flobbib  Wallace. 


WoodatocKt  N.  B. 

The  Advocate  had  arrived,  but  what 
is  the  matter  with  everybody?  Even 
Sister  Hart  had  deserted  us.  I  am  hunt- 
ing for  Brother  Lowe's  letter  but  have 
not  found  it  yet.  I  have  seen  a  few 
lines  from  him,  wishing  us  all  a  happy 
New  Year  and  something  in  French  with 
his  name  below  it.  Surely  Mr.  Lowe  did 
not  let  his  Ohristmas  dinner  interfere 
with  the  Advocate.  Most  everybody 
looks  for  Mr.  Lowe's  letter  in  the  Advo- 
cate as  a  letter  from  home.  I  am  sure 
that  there  would  not  be  much  scramble 
for  the  journal  if  Mr.  Lowe  were  to  de- 
sert us  in  the  dear  old  Advocate. 

There  ought  to  be  no  room  for  friction, 
as  the  Qrand  Lodge  has,  as  near  as  I 
know,  forty  members,  I  mean  Auxiliary 
members.  Now  most  of  them  could 
write  a  nice  interesting  letter  if  they 
would  only  sit  down  and  think  a  few 
minutes.  Then  there  are  a  lot  who  need 
not  sit  down  before  hand  to  think,  only 
sit  down  and  write,  such  as  Sisters  Pngh, 
Byrd,  and  a  lot  of  others  too  numerous 
to  mention,  as  the  saying  goes,  but  these 
talented  people  seldom  bother  themselves 
to  write,  it  is  always  someone  like  my- 
self who  has  a  hard  time  to  rake  out  a 
few  lines,  who  will  try  to  put  the  best 
foot  forward  and  write  for  the  Advocate. 
It  must  appear  to  some  of  you  good 
writep  as  the  '* widow's  mite,"  but  it  is 
the  best  I  can  do. 

Now,  brother  readers,  Christmas  and 
New  Year  have  come  and  gone  and  we 
are  as  far  from  these  festive  seasons  as 
ever, 

With  candies,  spires  and  fmit  oake.  {ralore 
With  hustle  and  bostle.  thanlc  (iod  it  is  o'er. 
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Althoagh  we  welcome  these  festive  sea- 
sons, many  a  tired  mother  is  glad  when 
it  is  over  and  she  can  sit  down  to  rest 
and  think  we  had,  or  we  did  not  have  a 
merry  Christmas  and  a  happy  New  Year, 
as  the  case  may  be.  In  my  case,  I  had 
a  happy  Christmas  and  a  happy  New 
Tear,  as  we  were  all  together  and  only 
the  boy  that  is  oat  west,  and  I  did  not 
expect  Mr.  Dorey  home,  as  when  he  has 
a  case  on  hand  he  forgets  everything 
else,  even  my  beautiful  self. 

I  sincerely  sympathize  with  Brother 
O'Donnel  in  his  loss  by  fire.  It  is  always 
the  good  who  suffer,  I  don't  mean  by 
fire,  but  they  will  get  it  in  some  shape  or 
another,  but  it  is  good  to  know  there 
are  friends  who  sympathize  with  yon 
though  we  are  across  the  sea. 

In  regard  to  New  Years,  we  enter  it 
with  psalms  and  peals  of  bells  and  in  the 
fullness  of  our  hearts  we  wish  all  we 
meet  a  happy  New  Year.  This  is  a  time 
for  reflection  or  self-audit,  we  might  say, 
a  time  to  lay  upon  the  ledger  of  our 
hearts  and  see  how  our  debt  or  credit 
stands  for  good  or  evil,  for  avarice  and 
generosity,  a  time  to  take  council  with 
ourselves  to  make  a  strong  resolve  to 
mend  our  ways  and  although  these  good 
resolutions  be  not  fulfilled  to  the  letter, 
still  these  resolutions  are  not  profitless 
to  us.  Nine  people  out  of  ten  will  turn 
over  a  new  leaf  this  time  of  the  year. 
A  new  leaf  is  always  bright  and  clean, 
may  they  keep  it  so  throughout  the  com- 
ing year.  With  good  wishes  for  the 
Brotherhood  and  all  concerned,  I  am, 
sincerely  yours,  Laura  Dorby. 


Ohatchee,  Ala. 


I  have  looked  through  the  January 
Advocatb  and  have  seen  many  letters 
from  almost  everywhere  except  Alabama. 
I  wonder  what  is  the  matter  with  this 
part  of  the  world.  Why  can't  we  wake 
up  and  let  folks  know  there's  somebody 
living  on  the  S.  A.  L.?  I  have  been 
waiting  for  some  one  else  to  write.  I 
wrote  to  the  Advocatb  some  time  ago, 
but  my  letter  wasn't  printed  and  I 
thought  the  reason  was,  it  was  not  worth 
printing. 

I  certainly  do  enjoy  reading  the  letters 


in  the  dear  old  Advocate  because  t^ey 
are  from  railroad  people  and,  of  course, 
I  like  all  railroaders  just  simply  because 
my  father  is  one.  He  is  section  foreman 
on  the  S.  A.  L.  and  has  been  for  some 
time.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  B.  M. 
W.  E.  and  thinks  it  a  grand  Order.  He 
attends  his  meetings  every  third  Sunday 
unless  providentially  hindered.  He  was 
appointed  Journal  agent  in  November 
and  I  g^ess  he  will  write  before  long. 
He  has  been  talking  of  writing  before 
now,  but  he  doesn't  take  time  to  write 
to  any  one. 

Well,  I  hope  you  all  had  a  merry 
Christmas  and  will  have  a  happy  New 
Year.  I  had  a  very  nice  time,  although 
Christmas  was  dull  here.  I  have  four 
sisters  and  four  brothers  and  one  of  my 
brothers  got  married  last  June.  We 
certainly  miss  him.  He  was  so  good  and 
kind  to  us.  His  mother-in-law  died  yes- 
terday and  was  buried  today.  She  cer- 
tainly was  a  good  christian  woman.  I 
know  they  will  miss  her. 

Well,  guess  I  have  written  enough. 
Wish  I  could  write  a  more  interesting 
letter.  Say,  how  many  of  you  read  the 
letter  from  Coonville  on  the  N.  &  W. 
Ry.?  It  certainly  was  interesting.  My 
father  was  one  of  the  delegates  who 
went  to  Boston.  He  said  it  was  a  de- 
lightful trip  for  him.  I  feel  as  if  I  have 
imposed  on  your  valuable  time  and 
space,  so  wishing  the  editor  and  the 
many  readers  much  success  in  the  year 
1911,  I  will,  say  good-bye.  Yours  sin- 
cerely, DoNMiB  M.  Barrett. 


Alteau  Station,  Me. 

I  do  not  know  whether  my  letter  d«* 
serves  the  honor  of  being  published  in 
your  estdfsmed  magazine,  but  I  am  rather 
bold  to  dare  hope  that  it  will  escape  the 
waste  basket,  but  if  these  few  lines  find 
a  little  space  in  some  comer  of  our  dear 
Advocate,  many  of  our  friends  will  be 
delighted  to  hear  of  the  gn^and  meeting 
held  by  our  organization  at  Brownvilld 
Junction,  in  the  heart  of  the  Pine  Tree 
state,  on  the  17th  of  December,  1910. 
Words  fail  to  express  the  delightful  time 
we  had — my  husband  and  I — amidst  such 
kind,  refined  and  cheerful  friends,  the 
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roadmaater  and  his  wife  being  among 
the  moat  distinguished  members  of  our 
excellent  meeting.  Nothing  was  omitted 
to  make  the  Brownville  meeting  a  great 
SQccess.  We  had  nice  singing,  with  the 
best  masic.  Beautiful  speeches  were 
made,  and  the  turkey  supper  was  very 
good  and  the  entertainment  most  enjoy- 
able. Every  one  who  attended  that 
meeting  derived  much  benefit  from  it. 
It  left  us  with  a  strong  determination  to 
be  sober,  honest  and  upright  men  and 
women,  so  that  we  may  be  looked  upon 
as  good  citizens,  worthy  of  our  noble 
country.  Many  thanks  and  hearty  con- 
gratulations to  all  the  eager  workers 
who  got  up  the  Brownville  meeting,  and 
also  to  those  whose  kind  co-operation 
made  it  successful.  ^ 

Wishing  all  a  happy  New  Year  and 
with  my  best  wishes,  I  remain,  yours 
sincerely,  Mbs.  Wk.  Girabd. 


Paola,  Fla. 


I  have  been  enjoying  a  treat  the  last 
few  days,  having  been  away  from  home 
for  some  time,  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
reading  several  copies  of  the  Advocate 
all  at  one  time.  All  the  convention  news 
and  all  the  delightful  letters  and  other 
reading. 

Now,  don't  some  of  you  readers  envy 
me?  Perhaps  some  of  you  are  wonder- 
ing why  I  stayed  away  from  home  so 
long.  I  will  tell  you.  I  am  one  of  those 
not  always  wholly  loved  beings,  a  school- 
marm,  and  am  now  spending  my  holi- 
days with  the  home  folks  and  I  want  to 
say  right  here  to  some  of  you  young  la- 
dies who  do  not  appreciate  your  homes 
as  yoa  should,  just  try  teaching  for 
awhile.  ITou  will  have  to  possess  a  deep 
and  abiding  lave  for  the  work  if  you 
stick  to  it  for  many  .years.  Yes,  I  know 
all  about  the  beautiful  sentiments  in 
books  and  papers  regarding  the  * 'ideals 
of  children  and  guiding  their  young 
minds  along  right  paths,*'  etc.  etc.  It 
is  not  often  that  you  read  the  other  side. 
However,  there  really  is  a  gre&t  deal 
of  pleasure  in  the  work  if  you  are  the 
least  bit  inclined  to  look  on  the  bright 
side  of  things.  Some  of  the  children 
wUl  love  you  and  try  to  please.     Some 


parents  will  be  kind  to  you  and  will  have 
already  taught  the  little  ones  to  be  re- 
spectful and  obedient  and  if  you  try  real 
hard,  sometimes  you  find  a  sweetheart, 
but  after  all  the  most  pleasant  part  of  it 
all  is  getting  home  again. 

When  I  commenced  to  write  this  letter 
I  had  no  intention  to  enlarge  so  upon 
the  subject,  but  since  I  have  done  so,  I 
don't  believe  I  will  try  to  undo  it. 

I  would  be  glad  to  exchange  postals, 
especially  with  those  engaged  in  the 
same  work  as  myself,  but  I  would  be 
glad  to  hear  from  others  also.  My  post- 
office  for  thQ  next  two  months  will  be 
Chuluota,  Fla. 

I  am  glad  the  Auxiliary  is  doing  so 
well  and  hope  it  will  continue  to  do  so, 
as  it  surely  \^11,  if  each  and  all  will  do 
their  part.  I  know  that  the  grand  pres- 
ident is  all  right.  She  couldn't  be  oth- 
erwise with  the  name  she  bears.  With 
best  wishes  for  all  for  the  year  just  be- 
gun, I  am,  yours  very  truly, 

Sarah  Smith. 


Lower  £a«t  Pubnico,  N.  S. 

As  my  former  letter  appeared  in  the 
Advocate,  I  am  going  to  try  again,  and 
hope  that  this  letter  will  also  escape  the 
waste  basket.  There  are  two  lakes  quite 
near  our  home  and  we  have  a  real  nice 
time  skating.  We  are  living  near  a 
small  town  about  one  mile  from  the  post 
office.  I  would  like  to  exchange  post 
cards  with  any  of  the  boys  and  girls  who 
desire  to  do  so,  and  wishing  all  of  you 
a  merry  Christmas  and  a  prosperous 
New  Year,  I  remain,  your  little  friend, 
Maboaret  J.  Allen. 


Piedmont,  Ala. 


As  I  have  never  written  to  the  Advo- 
cate before,  I  ^ill  ask  the  editor  to 
allow  me  a  small  space  in  the  dear 
joiumal.  My  husband  is  a  section  fore- 
man here  and  has  been  employed  on  this 
division  for  nearly  seven  years.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood  and 
thinks  it  is  one  of  the  grandest  organiza- 
tions we  have.  We  live  in  a  very  nice 
town,  and  it  is  building  up  every  day. 
There  are  five  churches  here,  and  good 
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Sunday  schools  each  Sunday.  We  have 
about  three  thousand  inhabitants.  I  like 
to  reside  here  very  much.  We  have 
such  nice  neighbors. 

Wake  up,  you  ladies,  and  let  us  hear 
from  you.  I  wish  to  extend  my  sympa- 
thy and  condolence  to  Mrs.  Sauster  at 
Ragland,  Ala.,  who  has  lost  her  dear 
little  babe.  I  can  appreciate  her  feelings 
at  this  time,  as  death  also  visited  our 
home  on  the  11th  of  September  and  took 
our  little  girl,  aged  2  years  and  9  months. 
The  Lord  gives  and  the  Liord  takes  away. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter,  I  will  not 
take  up  too  much  space,  but  if  this 
misses  the  waste  basket,  I  wUl  write 
again.  Wishing  the  Advocate  and  its 
many  readers  every  success,  I  remain, 
yours  very  truly,       Mrs.  C.  L.  Smith. 


ClarK,  W.  Va. 


I  have  never  written  before  to  the 
Advocate,  but  will  now  try  to  write  a 
few  lines  for  the  next  issue  and  hope 
that  it  will  not  reach  the  waste  basket. 
My  father  is  a  section  foreman  and  he  is 
also  a  vice-president  of  an  I.  B.  M.  W. 
E.  lodge.  I  have  two  brothers,  one  is  a 
section  hand  and  the  other  is  working  on 
an  extra  force.  They  are  both  strong 
Brotherhood  men.  I  would  like  to  ex- 
change post  cards  with  any  of  the  Ad- 
vocate readers.  Wishing  the  Brother- 
hood and  Auxiliary  much  success,  I  re- 
main, yours  sincerely, 

Lola  W.  Hanqer. 


Buchanan,  Va. 


Hello,  little  girls  and  boys!  As  my 
first  letter  fopnd  room  in  the  dear  Ad- 
vocate, I  thought  I  would  write  again. 
Well,  Christmas  has  passed,  and  I  hope 
that  every  little  girl  and  boy  was  made 
glad  by  a  visit  from  Santa  Glaus.  He 
brought  me  a  lot  of  nice  things,  and 
brother  got  a  tool  box.  I  have  started 
to  school  again,  after  having  nearly  two 
weeks'  holiday.  I  am  learning  real  fast, 
and  I  like  all  my  schoolmates,  and  my 
teacher  is  so  kind  to  me.  Her  name  is 
Miss  Susie  McCling.  Mamma  is  going  to 
let  me  take  music  lessons  as  I  have  an 
organ  and  can  play  a  little.    Papa  has 


paid  up  his  dues  in  the  Brotherhood,  and 
I  think  tnat  all  the  other  brothers  who 
have  not  yet  done  so  should  pay  up  and 
be  in  good  standing  the  first  of  the  year. 
I  am  very  much  interested  in  the  letters 
of  the  boys  and  girls  who  write  for  the 
journal  and  often  wish  I  could  see  them. 
I  hope  this  will  be  on  time  for  the  Feb- 
ruary issue,  and  wishing  yon  one  and 
all  a  happy  New  Year,  very  sincerely, 
Jessie  Carter. 


Oranjroburg,  S.  C. 

I  have  often  thought  of  writing  to  the 
Advocate,  but  never  before  have  I 
made  the  attempt.  I  am  a  school  giii 
and  am  in  the  tenth  grade,  getting  along 
fine.  Several  weeks  before  Christmas 
our  class  organized  the  literary  society 
of  the  Orangeburg  high  school,  which 
prepares  us  for  our  graduating  in  June. 
I  am  going  to  Winthrop  college  next 
year  if  nothing  happens.  My  father  is  a 
section  foreman  and  a  Brotherhood  man 
also.  He  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  85.  He 
things  it  is  a  fine  Order.  They  meet  at 
Branchvllle  every  third  Sunday,  and  he 
is  nearly  always  there.  Wishing  the 
Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary  much  suc- 
cess, I  am,  yours  truly, 

Susie  Sutherland. 


Saltpetre,  W.  Va. 

I  will  endeavor  to  write  a  few  lines  to 
the  dear  old  Advocate,  but  as  this  is  my 
first  letter  I  will  make  it  short  and  if  it 
appears  in  the  journal  I  will  call  again. 
My  papa  is  a  section  foreman  and  he 
also  belongs  to  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  and 
all  of  his  regular  men  belong,  too.  Papa 
thinks  it  is  a  grand  Order.  I  am  a  little 
giri  11  years  old.  I  have  two  sisters  and 
two  brothers  younger  than  myself.  I 
have  one  mile  to  go  to  school.  I  like  to 
go  to  school  for  we  have  a  good  teacher. 
I  hope  all  the  little  boys  and  girls  en- 
joyed a  merry  Christmas.  Santa  Claus 
did  not  forget  as  by  any  means,  but  I 
did  not  enjoy  this  Christmas  as  well  as  I 
have  before.  I  do  not  like  the  place 
where  we  are  living.  I  will  ring  off, 
with  best  wishes  to  the  journal  readers, 
Victoria  Aiuff, 
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Block  Houae*  N.  S.  CaHorsville.  la. 


As  this  is  my  first  attempt  at  writing 
to  the  Advocatb,  you  cannot  ezpeot  a 
very  interesting  letter.  I  enjoy  reading 
the  Journal  from  month  to  month  and 
find  the  letters  from  all  the  writers  very 
interesting.  I  do  not  see  many  letters 
from  the  g^rls  and  boys  in  Nova  Scotia 
nor  from  any  of  the  other  provinces  in 
Canada.  Do  not  be  sleeping,  try  to 
write  a  few  lines  to  the  dear  Advocate 
for  I  am  sure  yon  all  can  write  as  inter- 
esting letters  as  I  because  I  am  not  an 
expert  in  ^writing  letters  for  the  pablio. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
H.  A  S.  W.  R.  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  and  thinks  it  is  a 
splendid  Order.  Since  the  Order  was 
established  the  men  have  received  quite 
an  increase  in  their  wages.  My  father 
has  been  working  on  the  railroad  for 
twenty-one  years.  We  have  had  a  very 
delightful  autumn  down  here  in  Nova 
Scotia,  with  very  little  snow,  which  was 
good  for  the  section  men.  I  hope  we 
will  have  a  splendid  winter.  I  am  17 
years  old  and  would  like  very  much  to 
correspond  either  by  letter  or  postal  with 
any  of  the  readers.  I  will  have  to  close 
my  letter  before  it  becomes  monotonous. 
If  this  should  appear  in  the  journal  I  will 
write  again.  Wishing  all  the  readers  a 
hapiqr  and  prosperous  New  Tear,  I  re- 
main, yours  truly,    Ida  R.  Veinottb. 


Broirimville»  Mo. 


Not  having  written  to  the  journal  for 
some  time,  I  thought  I  would  try  again. 
On  the  17th  of  December,  Piscataquis 
Lodge  No.  248,  of  which  my  papa  is  a 
member,  installed  their  officers  and  had 
a  public  installation.  Mrs.  W.  E.  Brown 
presided  at  the  organ  and  much  credit 
is  due  her  for  the  fine  entertainment  she 
arranged  and  also  to  the  brothers  who 
assisted.  A  banquet,  or  supper  followed, 
at  which  they  served  baked  turkey,  sal- 
ads, and  pastry  of  all  kinds.  The  whole 
thing  went  off  very  nicely.  I  have  just 
had  two  weeks'  vacation.  My  school 
will  begin  again  on  Tuesday.  Wishing 
you  all  a  very  happy  New  Year,  I  am, 
yours  very  truly,    0.  Edith  Nbwman. 


I  have  read  so  many  nice  letters  in  the 
Advocate  so  I  thought  I,  too,  would 
write  a  few  lines.  We  have  been  having 
some  very  stormy  weather  the  last  few 
days  and  have  had  to  stay  at  home  from 
school  on  account  of  blizzards,  but  the 
sun  has  come  out  again  today  and  I 
think  we  will  have  some  nice  weather 
now.  I  saw  some  letters  in  the  journal 
and  I  would  like  to  answer  them  but 
they  did  not  g^ve  their  address  and  I  do 
not  know  where  to  write.  I  would  like 
to  correspond  with  some  one  from  At- 
lanta, Qa.  or  Alabama,  as  my  father's 
people  come  from  there.  Hoping  to  hear 
from  them  soon,  I  remain, 

Valbby  Paulbttb,  Box  104. 


Honeadale,   Penn. 

As  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  attempt- 
ed to  write  a  letter  for  publication,  I 
hope  to  see  it  in  the  Advocate.  My 
papa  is  a  section  foreman  and  has  been 
for  sixteen  years.  My  papa  belongs  to 
the  Brotherhood  and  I  think  it  is  very 
nice  to  have  a  father  who  belongs  to 
such  a  nice  Order.  We  live  in  Honesdale 
and  I  think  it  a  very  quiet  little  place  to 
live.  I  have  five  brothers  and  one  sister. 
I  am  the  oldest  child  in  the  family  and 
am  now  fourteen  years  old.  With  best 
wishes  to  the  Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary, 
I  am,  sincerely  yours,  Rosa  Mubsabd. 


Foroat  dtation.  Me. 

As  my  last  letter  reached  the  Advo- 
cate, I  will  write  again. 

The  Mattawamkeag  lodge  met  in  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  Hall  January  14,  at 
Vanceboro.  There  was  one  new  member 
taken  in.  Every  man  on  this  section  is 
a  union  man  but  one.  The  laborers  on 
this  section  receive  $1.80,  $1.70  and  $1.66 
per  day.  The  foremen  receive  $2.40  per 
day. 

I  wish  some  of  the  girls  on  the  M.  O. 
R.  R.  would  write  more  letters  for  the 
Advocate.  There  is  about  a  foot  of 
snow  here  and  it  is  very  cold  indeed. 
Wishing  much  success  to  the  Brother- 
hood, I  am ,    Gebtbude  A.  Caldwell. 
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Lettre  de  Notre  President. 

J'esp^e  que  le  nouvel  an  trouvera  les 
bonnes  eoeurs  et  les  bons  Mres  benreuz 
et  diligents.  II  faut  €tre  oceup^  afln 
d'etre  content  car  **Le  Diable  trpuve 
toujonrs  quelqnechose  pour  les  mains 
qui  ne  travaillent  pas."  Le  travail  est 
le  meilleur  antidote  pour  le  m6contente- 
ment  et  par  consequent,  j'esp^re  que 
tout  le  monde  est  bien  employ^. 

Nos  bons  amis  sur  le  Canadian  North- 
ern &  Quebec  furent  les  premiers  d'etre 
f€licit6s  sur  la  revision  de  leur  schedule. 
Quoique  I'ang^entation  n'est  pas  tr^s 
large,  elle  est  trte  acceptable  et  oomme 
I'Ecossais  dit:  '*Every  little  makes  a 
muckle  (much),"  chaque  addition  k 
notre  salaire  aide  beaucoup  vers  le  bon- 
heur  de  la  maison  matemelle  et  tons 
ceuz  qui  y  demeurent,  et  par  cons^uent 
la  femme,  la  m^re  doit,  par  ses  efforts, 
encourage  son  mari  d'etre  fid^e  k  son 
union. 

La  premise  fois  que  j'ai  organist  le 
Quebec  division  du  C.  P.  R.,  les  foremen 
recevaient  |1.40  et  les  hommesde  section 
90  cents  par  jour.  Aujourd'hui  les 
hommes  re9oivent  $1.55  par  jour  ou  15 
cents  plus  que  les  foremen  recevaient 
autrefois,  et  je  crois  que  le  conciliation 
board  k  pr^ent  consid^re  une  augmenta- 
tion. Comment  ont-ils  accompli  ceci? 
Par  P  organisation  et  par  cons^nent  tons 
ceux  qui  ont  re9U  des  bien f aits  devraient 
faire  leur  possible  de  payer  les  ddpenses 
contract^es  par  leur  joint  protective 
board.  N'est-ce  pas  cela  le  devoir  de 
chaque  homme  qui  travaille  dans  le  d6- 
partement  du  C.  P.  R.  comme  track  ou 
B.  &  B.?  Assur^ment?  Avez-vous  une 
carte  de  travail,  et  si  non,  pourquoi? 
J'espfere  que  je  n'adresse  pas  un  frfere 
fran9ais  parmi  vous  qui  n'est  pas  sans 
cette  carte.  Comment  est-ce  aveo  vous 
bonnes  femmes?  Vos  maris  sont-ils  en 
r^gle?  Si  non,  montrez-leur  la  n^cessit^ 
d' avoir  leurs  cartes,  car  "pas  de  carte, 
pas  de  faveurs." 

Les  gar^ons  du  Qrand  Trunk  Pacific 
ont  re9a  une  augmentation  qui  vaut 
quelquechose  sur  cette  portion  de  la 
transcontinental  op^r^e  de  Port  Arthur, 
Ontario,  k  Edmonton,  Alberta,  les  r^gle- 
ments  donnant   temps   extra   pour  les 


nuits  et  les  dimanches,  de  la  promotion 
oil  qualifi^  selon  l'anciennet6,  I'investi- 
gation  oil  un  homme  consid^re  qu'il  a 
€b6  injustment  traits,  etc. ,  etc. 

Le  C.  P.  R.  de  Toc^n  k  Toc^n  attend 
joumellement  une  decision  du  board  et 
sans  donte  que  le  journal  prochain  pub- 
lierea  les  r^sultats  afin  que  toutle  monde 
saohe  ce  que  nous  avons  gagn^.  Ces 
investigations  sont  tenues  sous  le  Le- 
mieux  act,  une  loi  pass^e  par  le  gouveme- 
ment  de  Sir  Wilfred  Laurier,  et  qui  in- 
siste  sur  an  board  of  arbitration,  et 
aucun  changement  pent  6tre  fait  dans 
les  regies  ou  r^lements  de  la  compagnie 
ou  une  gr^ve  par  les  emplop^  avant  que 
cette  decision  soit  donnde.  Oenx  qui 
ont  particlp^  nans  nne  gr^ve  savent  que 
c'est  beaucoup  mieux  de  I'ajuster  pais!- 
blement  au  lieu  d'adopter  les  mesures 
violentes  d'une  grfeve. 

En  vous  souhaitant  encore  une  bonne 
nouvelle  ann^e  et  tout  le  boheur  possible 
de  la  saison.    Fraternellement, 

A.  B.  Lovrs, 
President 
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NOTICE     OF    REGULAR    ASSESSMENT    NO.  170 
DUE  FEBRUARY  1,  1911 


OFFICE  OF  GRAND  LODGE, 
Vanol  Building, 

St.  Lonis,  Mo.,  February  1,  1911 


.} 


Acting  under  instructions  from 
the  Grand  Executive  Committee 
(Art.  XIV.,  Sec.  1  and  2,  Oon- 
stitution)  Regular  Assessment 
No.  lyo  is  due  February  /,  /p//, 
payable  not  later  than  March  j, 
/p//.  All  who  were  members  of 
the  Insurance  Department  prior 
to  February  5,  1911,  are  required 
to  pay  this  assessment  on  or  befofe 
March  o,  1911. 


The  following  rates  will  apply  from  January  1,  1909.  All  certificates 
issued  prior  to  January  1,  1909,  will  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  at 
the  same  rates  as  heretofore. 

ON   ?5()0   CERTIFICATES. 

Ffom  18  to  21  years  of  age  25  cents.     Frcm  18  to  8o  years  of  age  50  cents. 

''  Wh  "  40  ''  "  60  '' 
''  40  ''  45  "  "  75  '' 
''     45  ''  50       ''         "      $1  00 

ON   $1,000   CERTIFICATES. 

From  18  to  85  years  of  age   $1  00 
''     ^&''   40   "    ''      1  25 

''     40  ''   45  ''         '"  1  50 


ON  $260 

CKKTIFICATES. 

»ni  18  to  21  J 

ears 

of 

age  25  cents. 

'  21  "  25 

■'   30   " 

'  25  "  80 

"   35   " 

'  30  "  35 

'   40   " 

'  35  "  40 

"   45   " 

'  40  "  45 

"   50   " 

'  45  "  50 

"   55   " 

'  50  "  56 

"   60   " 

Fraternally  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 


//Grand  Sec.-Tre  as  , 

Make  all  Money  Orders  and  Drafts  payaMe  to  SAMUEL  \.  PEGG. 
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ILLINOIS 

yaacnBs 

THET  ACCUKATELY   MAIUC   THE    rUGHT   Ot  TIME 

MONTGOMERY  NUMERICAL  ^m^r\^lVtrj^2^^^^^ 


PRICE  LIST  OF  SUPPLIES. 


The  Following    Supplies    Will     Be     Furnished  at  Pricec 
Olven  Below,  Express  or  Postage  Charges  Extra. 


Letter  Heads,  (per  1000)  $3.00 

Envelopes,  smftll  with  return  card  on  corner  2.00 

Envelopes,  large     **          *'        "     "       **  2.S0 

Ritnals,  (to  subordinate  lodges  only)  eaeh ....  15 

Ode  Cards  (to  subordinate  lodges  onlj)  eaeh . .  2 

Secretories  Receipt  Pads,  2  pads 2S 

Personal  Cards,  per  100 1.00 

Lodge  Record  Books,  eaeh 1.00 

Lodge  Seals 2.00 

Charges  on  thk  FoLLOWiMa  Pbkpaid. 

Officers  badges,  (setof  10) 7.00 

Member  badges,  (each) 75 

Member  badges,  (per  dozen) 8.40 


John  T.  Wilson  emblem.  (soUd  gold)  eaeh. . . .%  8.25 

Solid  Gold  emblem  (lapel  button)  eaeh 1 .25 

Solid  Gold  Button,  per  dozen 12.M 

Rolled  Gold  Emblem  (lapel  button) 75 

Rolled  Gold  Emblem  (lapel  button)  per  dos. .  %M 

Brotherhood  Watch  Fob.  eac^ 4% 

Brotherhood  Watch  Fob,  perdoz 4.00 

Pig  Skin  Card  Cases,  double  pocket,  each 40 

Pig  Skin  Card  Cases,  double  pocket,  dozen. . .  4.00 
Lovell's  Practical  Switch  Work  to  members 

Each 76 

Loveirs  Practical  Switch  Work,  to  non-mem- 
bers, each 1.00 


On  Canadian  orders  customs  daty  most  be  added  to  above  prices. 

Address  all  orders  for  printing  and  supplies  to 

S.  J.  PEOQ, 

Grand  Secretary-Treasurer, 
3900  Olive  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


LOVELL'S  PRACTICAL 
SWITCH  WORK 

price  to  /©embers 75C 

Jtddr0ss  all  Ordmn  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PEQQ, 
3900  Olive  St.,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

If  You  Want 
To  Be  Sure 

u»u»u»u»that  what  jcn  buy  H 
UNION  MADE  wtt  tiutt    It 
bean  tlie>^^^^.^^^>^> 

llnon '  Label 
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1W 

WING 

Piano 

RATER  PIANOS 

MUGHTSAND 

GSANDS 


The 

WING 

Piano 

PLAYER  PIANOS 

UPRlGirrSAND 

GRANDS 


Rock- Bottom! 

Yes,  Rock -Bottom  Prices 

and  on  a  piano  of  the  highest  quality 

I  ^kA  aa^  ^mmm^^<^^^  ..^^aa  th»aM«tMto«idiBtprk««everoff6red  onpli 
bd  US  OUOTB  VOU  The  veiy  rock-bottom  prices— prices  that  wo 

ZZT^  •■^^  *i»"^^*^*  #^^**  dealer  or  the  mall-order  houses  that  buy  thei.^ . 

ww^Ycji  win  be  amased  at  the  d»rect-from-the-f  actory  prices  on  the  well-known  Wtaar  Piano.  We  will  positively  save 
|[]^£ram$180  to  9250  on  the  purchase  of  a  piano  of  highest  qualitv.  recosnized  merit.  We  offer  to  convince  the  purchaser 


_  ptiees  ever  offered  on  pianos  of  ttnexeeOed  onallty. 
very  rock-bottom  prices — prices  that  would  mean  ruin  to  the  local 
or  the  mail-order  houses  that  buy  their  pianos  from  the  manufac- 


no  money  down— absolutely  free  trial— a  four  weeks* 


C^-^  J     £^^   the  best,  safest,  most  instructive 
l3CDU     kOk     tx>ok  of  piano-buyinsT  information 
**^*    *  ^^*     ever  compUed;  the 

Book  of  Infciniiatlon  FREEt 

Wookl  yoa  like  to  know  all  about  pianos,  how  they  are 
Mde.  how  to  judge  the  fine  points  of  quality  and  price  in 
vyinffapiano?  Then  send  the  coupon  for  the  piano  book 
rhkh  we  are  aendinff  out  FREE  for  the  present 


„.  Whenh 

source,  before  you 

quoUtiens  from  Wfatg  A 

Every  discount  goes  direct  to  you 

The  Winjf  Piano  stands  alone— sold  direct  from  the  fac- 
tory—the only  one  sold  direct  from  an  exclusive  piano  factory  witb> 
out  ffoing  through  the  hands  of  a  single  mtridlrnian. 


When  you  buy  a  Wing  Piano  you  psT  no  salesmen's,  dealers'  or 
middlemen's  profits.  You  nay  no  commissions  to  music  teachers  and 
supposedly  disinterested  friends.    We  cut  ontjdl  middlemen  and 


tou'  put  the  discounts  in  your  own  pocket.    The  piano  book  telU 
ow  to  save  from  1150  to  1250.  '  ^ 

This  book  (156  pages)  tells  about  material,  manufacture,  assembling,  patented 
devices  and  what  they  do.  all  about  soundboard,  action,  case,  in  fact  every 
detail  connected  with  the  production  of  a  fine,  high  grade  piano.  You  will 
be  astonished  at  the  amotmt  of  information  about  piano  quality  and  piano 
prices,  and  how  to  avoid  the  deceptions  of  piano  salesmen.  ^  ^  ^  . 
The  New  York  World  says.  "A  book  of  educational  interest  ^  J^l—-  .  -Jl 
everyone  should  own."  With  this  book  we  send  our  direct-  ^  *•  rJi*  ^' 
from-thefactory  prices  on  wing  Pianos.     With  the         ♦  gj,l  AYi^jJjiTHrr 

book  we  send  our  handsome  art  catalog  showing       ^  jf^f^  T(MtX  QT? 

our  many  designs  in  color.  ^    GBjm.niBN:  Wi  thorn-. 

SEND   COUPON       ^^«:yfrjjss?.*s£5rtsi 

^  V  ^  _^  M^M  ^       *•.  *  ^         t**'"  ?^^^?^2%  *°  ^®*  •"•  ^^\y  J^^^*^       #         dopedU  of  the  piano,  piece*  m  pl*:»4, 

>d  best  piaoo  fnformatioo  that  may  mean  hundreds  of  dollars  to  vou.  whether     ^  ^     etc..  aii  free,  prepaid, 
w  boy  a  piaDO  now  or  later.   Put  your  name  on  the  coupon  and  mail  it  to     ^  ^ 
I  AT  ONCE.  # 

nNG  A  SON.  Eat.  1868.  Ik  Aw.  St  13ASL,  Dept  l»^.N«wYoik  ^^ 

•■ajrof  AeaevsiyteWlnsPtaiiosaii  geitlaff  Into  homes  where  the  people  buy     ^ 

I  tH  l-uIl  iiut  iliMli""  ■III  tijiiitt  111  III!  II lilni  iriin  [ti  "nil  awrmn  i II         W      Namb , 

itiBK.    Tids Isaac  tram.    We  seO  loe  cash  oa  on  vbky.  VBKV  BASV  fat-       ^ 
■arra.  Imc  as  TOV  ckoost  after  your  fooff  wedu'  free  trW.     And  munr  el     ^ 
r««altermesaMbiqrlas  Wing  naaos  debt  now  CO  our  easiest  noethly         W 


Annaass. 


"fclgitizecT  by 


Goog-le — 


STARTLING 

LTCH 

OFFER 


1^ 


The  Great 

l«rl 

cial  at  the 

[torn  Price 

)srpiae«  of  watch 

tolddltectl  — 

The  most  amasinff  offer  tver  mad*  In  the  whole  hlrtory 
of  the  wAtch  indnstnr  — >  m  offw  which  hee  abeoliit^ 
PARALYZED  competition  —  the  eHer  el  the 
BarBnctea  SpecUl  Arect  to  the  piUfe  et  the  rea^Jbet»om 
price,  and  beddee  without  middlemen's  pvoAtib 

A  WATCH  OFFER 
WITHOUT  PARALLEL 

We  won't  'Icnackle  down"  to  ■ellinff  eyatems  amonff  dea- 
lers, M>  we  have  decided  to  malce  aoch  a  tremnodoas  and 
wonderful  offer  direct  to  the  public  on  a  ilrst-claaa  time 
piece,  no  dealers  under  contract  will  or  can  stop  ns.  Yon 
too  will  seize  this  opportunity  to  aret  the  'Burlington 
Special"  direct  on  this  wonderf  nl  offer. 
And  so  wears  maunfr  thit  offer— ttie  moit  ■weeptng^ssteondtog 
offereTermadeonahlj^h-frnMlewatoh.  The  famonaBuiojiioTON 
dlreoS  and  atthessme  priee  WHOLBSALS  Jiwilws  meet  pey. 
And  tn  order  to  make  fbepropodtlondoobtreMy  (OrthepebUo 
we  will  eraa  alio w  this  rooJE-bottom  prios.  If  deslxed,  on  temia  oif 
AA  fe/%  A  AJItf^Melm  I>oQ*tnilMchlswoad«rfallyttbsna 
9Z.IHJ  a  IVIOnUI  cfftr.  BlffB and atsUeoapoonow. 
UwnwBbw  ttM  Boek-boMom  prlet^  wImUmt  yoe  liey  Cor  cmIi  or  Uhm. 

POST  YOURSELF!  ^^ 

Be  sure  to  set  posted  on  watche*  and  watch  values.  ^^^^ 
Our  book  will  tell  you  all— Before  you  bay  a  ^^  ^ 
watch.    Lesra  to  iudffe  watch  values.  .^^  ji 

G«t  Ihm  Burlington 
Wttloh  Company** 


FREE  WITCH  BOOK  ^S^"^ 

yoa  ^Hiat  yoa  oavbt  to  know      ^  ^    K      -^  -^ 


.'V]pHll*te!lVo. 

UnstorTovwr'     ^^ 
prodoeto.     ^^  ^ 

isfijrmrr.^  # 

Blfn  a  eiall  ooopoa.  ^^^  ^ 
\ 


'// 
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Oe -Third  Saved 

:\   Months   to  Pay 


iamplea 

fewest 

fabrics 

Ftm.  Si 

Madein 

Smarted 

»12 

to 

loPa 

Sent  On  Approval 

Tk«  Clement  Style  Book  for  sprinff  Is  reafly. 
M  evenr  man  cuffbt  to  see  it.  It  shows,  m 
tml.  aif  the  clever  styles. 
Jffth  It  we  seod  bfe  book  of  all-wool  fabrics, 
niHcslBd.  London  shrunk.  All  the  newest  pa^ 
BTm, 

We  alio  send  a  taflor*s  tape  so  yon  can  take 
w  own  measures.  No  use  to  pay  SIO  to  fl5  mort 
ui  to  haye  someone  measure  for  you. 
Aay  ityle  made  in  any  fabric  will  be  sent  to  yov 
0  approral.  If  not  satisfactory  in  fit.  materials 
Bd  uaorinff  you  can  send  it  back,  and  we  will 
17  express  t>oth  ways. 

If  you  are  delighted,  pay  a  little  each  month  for 
«  months.  No  extra  price,  no  interest,  no 
Knxity,  no  red  tape. 

Teas  of  thousands  of  men  now  have  charge 
KOMU  here.  They  save  on  their  clothes  from 
Ito  SD  per  cent.  They  ffet  clothes  that  hold  their 
"Ps-^gpfbes  that  won't  fade— made  of  all-wool 
^  They  get  the  cleverest  styles  made  to  fit 
BHtetly.     At  DO  price  ooukl  Oier  be  served 


We  want  to  Drove  this  to  von.  Write  as  % 
Wsl--now.  before  you  forget  it~askinff  for  style 
iok  aad  samples.  The  whole  outfit  Is  mailed  free. 

THE  CLEMENT  CO. 
S()4  Morgan  Sb     (is)       Chkago 
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The  Brotherhood  Badge. 

The  multiple  badge  illustrated  in  an 
exact  reproduction  of  the  badge  adopted 
at  New  Orleans,  and  is  made  up  of  satin- 
faced,  gros-grain,  tri-colored  ribbon  with 
lettering  in  gold  leaf  on  one  side,  which 
is  used  for  parade  purposes.  The  reverse 
side  is  black  with  silver  letters,  nd  is 
used  for  funeral  purposes;  edges  trimmed 
in  best  gold  fringe  and  the  bottom  with 
gold  bullion.  The  metallic  portion  can 
be  detached  from  the  ribbon  and  used 
for  Lodge  purposes,  thus  gfiving  a  badge 
for  all  occasions.  The  metal  is  silver 
oxidized ;  the  lettering  on  metal  parts  is 
black  or  white  celluloid,  and  is  a  hand- 
some and  attractive  badge  in  every  re- 
spect. On  the  top  title  bar  is  name  and 
number  of  lodge  and  on  the  lower  bar 
name  of  officer  or  member,  while  the 
medallion  shows  the  emblem  fo  the  Or- 
ganization in  colors  on  celluloid. 

The  price  of  these  badges  is  for  set  of 
ten  officers'  badges  |7;  members'  badges 
75  cents  each  singly,  or  |8.40  per  dozen, 
when  ordered  in  dozen  lots.  Address  all 
orders  to  Samuel  J.  Peog, 

Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Louis  Mo. 


THIS  is  an  ILLUSTRATIOI 

OP  OUR 


NEW  FOB 

%  SIZE. 

The  Medallion  is 
oxidized  silver  finish 
with  Lhe  handcar  ex- 
ecuted in  colors  on 
celluloid.  The  strap 
is  calf  especially 
prepared  for  f  o  b  - 
straps.    The  price  is 

400  Each 

or  $4.00  per  dozen  by 
registered  mail. 
Address  all  ordert  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PEGS, 

Secy.-Treas. 

Vanol  BldV..  8900OliveSt.. 

St.  LouiB.  Mo. 

Canadian    members 

SOc  each  prepaid. 

Address  orders  to 

W.  H.  INOYES. 

86  Wright  Ave., 

Toronto,  Can. 
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UNIFOKMl 

AND 

GbOVES 


flRSTlNTlIE 

Hearts 
Of   All 

tolONMEN 


lAMILTON  CARHARTT 

MANUFACTURER 

A  CORPORATION 

WVubWeixinq  Carhaiitt 

VICE-PR  BSIDBNT 

A.NO 

OENERAL  MANAOBIC 

DeWoit.Miclugan* 
U.S.A. 

YyoVfOlNoftTindTheseGoods  InEveiy  51ore 
IhelVofii  On  Them  isTooSnanfottfost  Dealers 


CANADUNTRADESllPI1JEDfR(M()lJRT(MK»}10lk 

Write  for  HandMme  Sonvenir  and  Tune-Book  mailed  Fi«e  if  Y9»Q!nQti9|iTlus  PoIiH 


Free  if  Yoii-m«ntio|i  T 
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The 
Standard 

for 
Railway 
Service 


ILUNOIS 
WAICHOS 


THSY  ACCURATELY    MAILK    THE    FLIGBT    Ot   TlltC 


MONTGOMERY  NUMERICAL  DIAL 


\  FITTED  TO  RAILROAD  GRADES 
'  WITHOUT  EXTRA  CHARGE. 


iThesePictun 
are  Proo 


These  two  photoerapli 

tell  a  f  tory  that  canxu 

be  dented.     They  are  < 

Edaa   Guyton,    dauKhtc 

of  Mr.  I4.  E.  Gaj^on,  Wa 

nut  SprinflTs,  Teza^ 
Ednia  was  bom  wi  th  clu 

feet.    The  left  picture 

shows  exactly  how  her 
feet  looked  when  she  came  to  us  July  12, 
1910.    The  other  was  made  shortly  after  she  left  the 
Sanitarium,  September  23, 1910. 

Mr.  Guyton  had  tried  plaster  paris  and  other 
methods  for  treatment  before  he  brought  the  rirl  to 
us.  Write  htm  and  have  him  tell  you  of  his  experi- 
ence  in  the  treatment  of  his  sirrs  aAiction.     The 

L-CMcLabi 
Orthopedic 
Sanitarium 

IS  a  private  institution,  devoted  exclusively  to  the  '- 
treatment  of  crippled  and  deformed  conditions, 
especially  of  children  and  sbduuk  adults. 

Write  us  freely  reffardiuff  Club  Feet«  Spinal  Dis- 
eases, Deformities,  Infantile  Paralysis,  Rip  Disease, 
Bow  Less,  Knock  Knees,  Wry  Necic,  etc..  and  we 
will  send  3rou  descriptive  literature  and  advise  you 
fully.    Ez-patients  everjrwrhere  as  reference. 

Tbe  L.  C  McLaln  Sanltariam, 
^      seSAabcrt  Avcbik,  St.  Loute,  Mo. 
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ROBERTS'  RULES  OF  ORDER 


having  been  re-adopted  by  our. 
Boston  Convention  to  govern  the 
Parliamentary  Practices  of  our 
Brotherhood,  a  supply  has  been 
obtained  at  Iieadquarters,  whicli 
wilT  be  furnished  to  our  members 
upon   the    receipt  of  the   price  of 

75  GENTS  FOR  EACH  COPY. 


Each     Subordinate    Lodge     should 
have    at  least  one   or  two   copies. 


Address  all  Orders  to 


SAMUEL  J.  PE66,  Secretary-Treasurer, 

3900  OLIVE  STREET,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 


SUB8CRIB&     FOR    TH&: 

RDVflNGE  flDVOGRTE 

ONB    DOLLf^R    f\    YBAR 
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For  Rheumatism  You  should  try 

St  Jacobs  Oil 

Ton  would  thMi  know  tluit  it  actttsOy  doai  ifUert  the  tato.  >t  oac»;  th«t  it  i 
and  givM  HTSTABT  relief;  remoTet  the  atUhieM  and  preveats  its  return.  St. 
Oil  baa  a  reputaUon  in  all  part*  of  the  world  and  hat  boea  awarded  SIX 
MBDALS  at  International  Expoaitions  for  beinc  THE  BEST  PAIN  CURE. 

IT  CONQUERS  PAIN 

P.  O.  Box  179.!San  Josb.  Costa  Rica.  May  2jd, 
Gentlemen  ^— I  have  often  experienced  ine  good  results  of  this  admiral 
both  for  myself  and  family,  for  all  pains,  especially  neuralgic,  nervous  an 
malic  ones,  in  healing  which  it  never  has  faiUd. 

Yours  respectfully,       Emilio  Akta^ 

Th«  Me  BoCde  CeBtalM  7  TllffiW  %f  MmV  ee  the  28e  SIm 
St.  JacolM  Oil  Lta..  Balliiiiors,  Md. 

Send  for  lUustrattd  Booklet  Containing  Free  Mnsic  Offer 


PCK  GROWTH  OF  HAIR 


ffl  Will  SMi  |H 

BROCHURE 


ATTAINED    AT   LAST-THE    TRUE    METHOD 

'  Let  «•  ^rere  te  jmi  that  th*  Ko«k«tt  M«thM  nf  Hair  Orowliif  if  tb*  Ma«l««  a»d  stle»ttte  e«e> 
W«  vUl  Mo4  you  Mr  ootabie  Bnwhor*  PRRR.  W«  ^aaniatee  t«  jrrvw  bair  ■•«»  Msh  IvMmn. 
Ov  iMthoA  U  dlreoMi  mi  roMvin*  tteeaute.  Cb«  d€rmodex/olhrulorum-<"t»!naa"i  m4  •petfas.A* 
olOMd  MHelM  to  thu  Um  hair  reeu  wW«h  m*  not  dead,  but  dmuuit,  (Hk«  » tolip  balb.  orjrMa  M«d  la  % 
boctU)  mr«  flTeo  Ibnllitr  and  a  ekaaee  Xm  «rew.  Ihin  Is  the  treefeat  tba4  MAKES  «••■^ 
It  la  fmaraHteed.  Koakou  li  for  idm  ■,  VMBra*  4  ebiMm'i  heada,  to  «l««r  aoalp  of  far^lniT  >tap  fUU 
lac  hair  aod  to  pronoto  srewth  efaew  halK  LADIES,  by  aalat  Kaakon  ywi  oaa  aooo  tbrav  a««r 
fUac bair.  Wa aipeoUlly  vast  70a  to  aatwar  tbia adr. If  ym  b&ra  wastod  ttana  aad  tooaer  is  UqvMa^MfV* 
dera.  waibea.  aoapa.  ata.,  wbleh  aoeampHab  noihlatc.  Wa  wAot  to— r»rfseaa< deilsht yea,  Wrtte 
t«4«7  (a  poflteard  wtlt  do)  aod  we  will  aend  tba  Tala»b1o  BKOClllfKS  jabMlatcly  free»  paarpaM. 

AMnM:KOSKOTT LABORATORY*  1 209 Broadway. 388D  New Yonc«N.V. 

-=— BROTHERHOOD  BUnON^^ 


This  cut  is  a  front  view  of  one         ^  button  is  mounted  by  a  red  and 

of  the  Brotherhood  Buttons.  It  is  A&A^  ^  green  flag,  with  a  lantern  in 
very  distinctively  arranged  and  ^^v^j^  center.  The  initials  **I.  B.  of 
in  appearance  is  very  attractive.  i^^^»M.  W.  E.''  appear  in  black  let- 
The  background  is  of  white  ^^^^J  ters  on  a  rolled  gold  plate  at  the 
enamel  with  a  rolled  gold  hand-  ^^^j^^  bottom.  Price.  75  cents  each; 
car  in  the  center.  The  top  of  the  ^"^^  $g  p^^  dozen.  Canadian  mem- 
bers address  orders  to  W.  II.  Noyks,  86  Wright  Ave.,  Toronto,  Can. 

25  cents  extra  will  be   required  for  duty. 

We  will  supply  the  same  Imtton  as  above  design  in  solid  gold  for  fl.25 
each,  or  $12  per  dozen. 

Address  orders  to   SAMUEL  J.  PEGG,  SccV-Treas. 

Vanol  Bldg.,  3900  Olive  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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PLACING  THE  RESPONSIBILITY. 

Very  rarely  a  day  passes  that  the 
daily  papers  do  not  contain  details 
of  a  horrible  train  wreck  some  place 
or  other  in  the  country,  involving 
great  loss  of  life  and  destruction  of 
property  together  with  a  long  list 
of  the  injured.  People  are  horri- 
fied for  a  few  days  and  then  forget ; 
but  these  terrible  catastrophes  have 
l)een  so  frequent  and  the  fatalities 
have  been  so  large  lately  that  the 
general  public  have  commenced  to 
take  notice  and  are  asking  why. 
By  the  way  have  you  ever  remarked 
that  it  frequently  happens,  where 
one  or  more  employes  are  killed, 
the  blame  is  saddled  on  the  dead 
men,  as  they  cannot  deny  their  re- 
sponsibility. This  sort  of  an  ex- 
planation may  suffice  for  a  while, 
but  after  a  few  more  thousand  are 
maimed  and  killed  by  these  acci- 
dents the  Why?  of  the  public  will 
result  in  their  demanding  a  thor- 
ough investigation  by  experts  as  to 
their  causation  so  that  the  true  re- 
sponsibility may  be  fixed  and  the 
blame  placed  upon  the  proper  per- 


sons. When  this  occurs  the  ver- 
dict will  be  in  a  majority  of  tlie 
cases  that  a  large  proportion  of 
these  accidents  might  have  been 
prevented  if  the  proper  precautions 
and  business  methods  had  been 
adopted. 

Chief  among  the  preventable 
causes  will  be  found,  we  believe, 
the  penurious  practice  of  refusing 
to  supply  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
proper  material  and  men  to  make 
the  necessary  repairs.  Another 
cause  is  the  employment  of  inex- 
perienced and  incompetent  men 
who  have  plenty  of  material  at  hand 
but  cannot  use  it  to  good  advantage 
as  they  have  not  a  sufficient  knowl- 
edge to  enable  them  to  determine 
when  renewals  are  necessary. 

The  remedy  for  tlie  first  is  ex- 
pert inspection,  several  times  eadi 
year,  of  all  roadbeds  over  which 
trains  are  operated  and  when  a  road- 
bed falls  below  a  safe  standard,  to 
insist  upon  repairs  and  renewals  at 
any  cost  under  penalty  of  stopping 
the  traffic.  The  remedy  for  the 
second  condition  is,  a  strict  exam- 
ination each  year  as  to  the  compe- 
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tency  of  every  man  in  charge  of  re- 
pairs or  renewals,  requiring  a  re- 
newal of  his  previous  years  certifi- 
cate. 

Undoubtedly  there  are  many  rail- 
road oflScials  entrusted  with  direct- 
ing the  work  of  men  under  them 
who  are  utterly  incompetent,  from 
a  practical  standpoint,  who  are  wil- 
ling and  who  do  every  day  take 
great  chances  in  an  endeavor  to 
save  a  few  more  pennies  for  the 
share-holder  which  is  the  only  rec- 
ommendation they  possess  to  en- 
able them  to  hold  down  the  job. 
These  things  were  possible  twenty 
years  ago  with  forty-ton  engines 
and  ten  to  fifteen-tons  capacity  cars, 
although  not  always  profitable  even 
then,  but  today  with  one  hundred- 
ton  engines  and  100,000  pounds  ca- 
pacity cars,  together  wMth  the  great 
increase  of  speed,  nothing  but  prac- 
tical experience  should  count. 

If  the  share-holders  want  to  pare 
down  expenses  and  ihe  officials  have 
untried  experiments  to  work  out, 
let  them  do  the  work  themselves 
and  by  the  time  a  few  more  of  each 
class  are  either  maimed  or  killed, 
those  left  will  be  willing  to^  forego 
their  dividends  and  get  down  to 
practical  experience  and  common- 
sense  methods. 

It  is  probable  that  not  one  bro- 
ken rail  in  ten  reported  as  the  cause 
of  an  accident  is  at  fault  through 
flaw  or  other  defect  excepting  the 
incompetence  of  the  men  handling 
them  aft^r  they  leave  the  mill, 
either  in  unloading  or  loading  or 
after  they  are  placed  in  track. 

Another  cause  too  often  given  for 
wrecks  is  spread  track.  Every 
practical  railroad  man  knows  that 
to  have  spread  track  under  most  of 


the  ordinary  conditions  is  an  hein- 
ous offense  and  in  most  cases  is 
simply  due  to  criminal  negligence. 
If  a  foreman  is  furnished  with  suf- 
ficient ties  and  men  to  make  the 
proper  renewals  each  year  there  is 
rarely  any  excuse  for  spread  track. 
If  he  is  refused  the  ties  or  men  then 
the  official  who  cuts  downhisrequi- 
sition  is  guilty  and  should  be  hauled 
before  the  courts  and  severely  pun- 
ished for  his  negligence. 

It  would  be  a  benefit  to  the  re- 
sponsible main t«nance-of- way  em- 
ployes if  the  public  would  become 
aroused  to  such  an  extent  that  they 
would  insist  upon  a  strict  investi- 
gation whenever  these  terrible  ac- 
cidents occur.  It  would  result  in 
placing  the  resptnisibility  for  them 
where  it  belongs.  We  feel  confi- 
dent that  in  many  cases  the  blame 
would  not  bejplaced  upon  dead  men 
who  cannot  defend  themselves; 
but,  it  is  probable  before  such  an 
investigation  will  l)e  demanded  by 
the  people  the  slaughter  of  human 
life  and  the  destruction  of  valuable 
property  will  continue  under  the 
mistaken  idea  that  it  is  economy 
to  delay  the  spending  of  a  dollar 
until  the  last  make-shift  is  ex- 
hausted. 


coeeciON  on  union  pacipic 

The  officials  of  the  Union  Pacifid* 
are  discharging  all  their  employes 
in  the  maintenance-of-way  depart- 
ment who  refuse  to  withdraw  from 
their  trade  organization  and  sign  a 
statement  that  they  are  satisfied 
with  their  present  wages  and  con- 
ditions. 

Of  course,  the  employe  is  given 
his  choice.    If  he  refuses  to  sign 
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and  withdraw,  arrangements  are  at 
once  made  to  extend  the  section  on 
either  side  of  his  and  thus  absorb 
it.  To  '^reduce  expenses"  is  the 
excuse  given.  They  are  not  dis- 
charged on  account  of  membership 
in  the  organization.  Oh,  no!  But 
is  it  not  peculiar  that  every  man 
known  to  be  a  member  has  been 
asked  indirectly  to  withdraw,  and 
if  he  demurs  or  refuses  he  is,  upon 
one  excuse  or  another,  deprived  of 
employment? 

If  the  men  employed  in  the  main- 
tenance-of-way  department  of  the 
U.  P.  are  free  American  citizens, 
and  not  slaves,  they  will  resent 
this  kind  of  treatment  at  the  hands 
of  the  officials. 

The  good  work  will  still  go  on, 
notwithstanding  the  tyranny  of  the 
administration. 


CANADIAN  GOVeeNneNT  RAILWAYS 

At  a  conference  between  the  com- 
missioners managing  the  Int.  Ool. 
and  P.  E.  I.  Rys.,  the  commissioners 
being  Mr.  Campbell,  deputy  min- 
ister of  railways  and  canals  for  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  Mr.  Pottinger, 
Mr.  Brady,  late  general  superin- 
tendent of  the  Superior  division  of 
the  C.  P.  Ry.,  Mr.  Tiffin  and  Mr. 
Caron,  and  the  representatives  of 
the  main tenance-of -way  employes, 
led  by  General  Chairman  George 
W.  Murray,  an  agreement  was 
reached  increasing  considerably  the 
rates  paid  to  our  people  on  the 
roads  named.  The  minimum  for 
sectionnien  was  raised  to  $1.60  per 
day  and  foremen  $2.10,  proportion- 
ate increases  being  given  to  all  the 
rest  in  the  schedule. 

Amendments  to  the  working  con- 


ditions or  rules  proposed  in  the 
schedule  were  also  made  as  re- 
quested by  the  joint  protective 
board,  important  amendments,  too, 
and  meaning  more  money  to  our 
people.  Amongst  them  were  pay- 
ment of  exi)enses  to  carpenter  and 
track  foremen  sent  to  inspe<'t  Inni- 
ber,  building  material  or  buildings, 
and  to  section  foremen  sent  to  in- 
spect ties;  also  time-and-a-half  for 
overtime  to  men  on  snowplows  and 
flangers,  instead  of  straiglit  time 
as  formerly. 

While  the  agreement  was  a  com- 
promise, the  commissioners  giyng 
more  than  they  had  at  first  in- 
tended and  the  committee  accept- 
ing less  than  they  bad  asked,  it 
may  as  well  be  said  that  most 
schedules  are  a  compromise,  and  in 
this  case  your  board  believed  that 
they  were  acting  wisely,  all  things 
considered,  in  coming  to  the  agree- 
ment reached  and  letting  the  in- 
crease in  the  rates  for  our  craft  go 
into  effect  at  once. 

There  were  five  or  six  otlier  com- 
mittees all  on  the  same  errand  and 
at  the  same  time.  The  alternative 
was  to  refuse  the  amount  offered 
and  take  the  chance  of  getting  a 
board  of  conciliation  under  the 
Lemieux  act,  and  then  take  the 
further  chance  of  bettering  the  pro- 
posal, taking  the  cost  and  neces- 
sary delay  of  proceedings  under  the 
Ijeniieux  act  into  account. 

As  ycm  saw  in  the  journal  last 
month,  both  tlie  leader  of  the  op- 
position and  prominent  supporters 
of  the  government  question  the 
right  of  the  minister  of  railways  to 
allow  boards  to  government  railway 
employes,  asserting  the  act  does 
not  apply  to  them.    Even  when  the 
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board  is  given,  there  is  always  con- 
siderable delay,  and  the  witness 
fees  allowed  under  the  act  do  not, 
by  any  means,  meet  the  actual  ex- 
penses incurred.  Taking  into  con- 
sideration the  numerous  claimants 
for  increased  wages,  with  the  con- 
siderations just  mentioned,  I  think 
3'ou  will  agree  that  the  board  acted 
wisely  in  settling  at  once  with  the 
commissioners,  and  the  further  rea- 
son, which  I  think  has  weight,  lies 
in  the  fact  tliat  this  was  the  first 
meeting  for  a  revision  of  schedule 
with  the  commissioners  and  the 
qu^tion  of  parting  with  the  cordial 
relations  intact,  or  leaving  a  sore- 
ness, possibly,  in  the  minds  of  the 
commissioners,  on  account  of  our 
going  over  their  heads  (and  that  is 
practically  what  a  reference  to  the 
Lemieux  act  would  be),  also  has  its 
weight,  as  I  am  sure  it  will  with 
the  employes  of  our  craft  generally, 
in  commending  action  of  your  board. 
And  when  you  remember  that  a 
few  years  ago  the  wages  of  the  fore- 
men were  only  that  which  will  be 
the  minimum  for  sectionmen  now, 
you  wmII  see  that  ycmr  joint  pro- 
tective board  has  been  doing  well 
in  the  past,  has  done  well  in  this 
present  instance,  and  are  now  in  a 
good  position,  owing  to  the  cordial 
relations  established  between  your 
representatives  and  the  manage- 
ment to  still  further  your  interests 
in  the  future. 

We  congratulate  Brother  Murray 
and  his  comrades  on  the  joint  pro- 
tective board,  whose  names  and 
photographs  will  appear  either  in 
this  or  the  coming  issue  of  the 
journal,  on  the  good  work  which 
they  have  done  for  their  comrades. 
Serving  on   these   boards  is  not  a 


matter  of  a  picnic,  but  the  assur- 
ance that  their  work  was  appre- 
ciated by  the  craft,  as  it  certainly 
has  been  by  the  Grand  Lodge  offi- 
cers of  our  organization,  as  well  as 
the  consciousness  of  having  done 
their  duty  to  the  very  best  of  their 
ability,  will  be  no  slight  reward 
for  the  strain  which  these  negotia- 
tions always  cause  to  conscientious 
men,  sincerely  desirous  of  serving 
well  the  interests  of  both  employer 
and  employed. 


OUR  New  CONSTITUTION. 

The  new  constitution  adopted  at 
Boston  convention  in  September  of 
last  year  has  now  been  generally 
distributed  among  the  secretaries 
of  all  lodges  A  full  supply  is  on 
hand  at  headquarters  and  any  de- 
siring them  can  have  same  by  send- 
ing a  postcard  request. 

The  attention  of  members  is 
called  to  the  many  changes  that 
were  made  in  the  constitution  at 
Boston.  This  particularly  applies 
to  our  insured  members. 

Under  the  new  constitution  the 
reinstatement  of  an  insurance  cer- 
tificate that  has  been  cancelled  by 
the  grand  secretary-treasurer  on 
account  of  assessments  not  being 
promptly  paid  cannot  be  reinstated 
but  a  new  application  made  at  a 
new  rate  charged  according  to  the 
age.  (See  section  4  of  Article  XIV 
on  pages  21  and  22  of  the  new  con- 
stitution.) 

Insurance  assessments  are  due 
and  must  be  paid  to  the  grand  sec- 
retary-treasurer and  to  none  other 
on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  each 
mcmth. 

I  hope  that  our  insured  members 
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will  bear  this  in  mind  and  will  be 
prompt  in  paying  np  all  dues  and 
assessments  so  that  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  cancel  their  insurance 
certificate. 

Insurance  in  the  Brotherhood  is 
to  be  had  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  is 
possible  to  be  secured  in  any  of  the 
other  insurance  companies  by  rea- 
son of  the  fact  that  an  insurance 
company  has  heavy  expenses  annu- 
ally for  rent,  salaries  of  officers,  and 
agents  besides  books  and  supplies. 
The  work  of  the  insurance  depart- 
ment of  the  Brotherhood  is  carried 
on  in  connection  witli  the  other 
work  and  the  interest  on  insurance 
funds  in  the  bank  has  ])een  found 
suflScient  to  pay  all  current  expen- 
ses for  stationery  and  postage.  0<m- 
sequently  every  cent  of  money  paid 
into  the  insurance  department  as 
assessments  by  its  members,  is  paid 
out  again  to  the  members  in  claims. 

I  hope  that  our  members  will  all 
investigate  fully  the  statements 
herein  made  when  they  think  of 
placing  any  additional  insurance 
for  the  benefit  of  their  families. 


lUULROAD  EliPLOYES'  DEPARTNENT 

For  many  years  past  railroad  em- 
ployes have  talked  about  getting 
together,  but  nothing  of  a  tangible 
nature  whereby  such  getting  to- 
gether could  be  accomplished  has 
been  attempted  until  very  recent- 
ly. At  tlie  Chicago  convention  of 
the  department,  which  closed  on 
January  11, 1911,  important  clianges 
were  made  in  the  constitution  and 
by-laws,  which  are  confidently  ex- 
pected to  bring  very  desirable  re- 
sults. Up  to  this  time  charters 
have  been  granted  to  twenty  sys- 


tem federations  on  as  many  rail- 
roads and  on  these  federated  sys- 
tems there  has  been  a  very  general 
inquiry  respecting  the  matter  of 
getting  together  locally. 

After  studying  the  matter  from 
many  different  angles,  a  plan  has 
been  devised  and  incorporated  in 
the  by-laws  whereby  the  local 
branches  may  be  formed  at  any 
railroad  division  point,  or  any  other 
place  along  the  line  where  any  con- 
siderable number  of  railroad  em- 
ployes reside,  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  regular  meetings  at  stated 
periods,  thereby  bringing  people  to- 
gether who  have  mutual  interests. 

These  local  branches  are  to  be 
composed  of  members  of  the  vari- 
ous organizations  that  have  allied 
themselves  with  the  system  fed- 
eration. 

Very  liberal  arrangements  have 
been  made  respecting  the  admis- 
sion of  the  families  of  members 
and  other  non-members. 

Programs  will  be  arranged  pro- 
viding for  vocal  and  instrumental 
.  music,  in  which  the  members'  fam- 
ilies are  expected  to  take  part;  de- 
bates upon  various  subjects  will  ])e 
arranged  by  a  board  of  trustees 
and  many  other  methods  of  enter- 
tainment that  will  suggest  them- 
selves from  time  to  time. 

It  is  expected  by  these  means 
that  railroad  men  and  their  fami- 
lies will  get  better  acquainted  with 
one  another,  and  that  such  func- 
tions at  places  where  social  life  has 
hitherto  been  neglected  will  result 
in  creating  a  more  enduring  in- 
terest in  the  work  of  organiza- 
tion, besides  surrounding  men 
now  at  the  outposts  of  organized 
labor  with  more  favorable  and  con- 
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genial  influences.  This  plan,  prop- 
erly worked  out,  will  to  a  large  ex- 
tent prevent  the  necessity  of  con- 
stantly reorganizing  our  forces  and 
decrease  the  number  of  men  who 
are  habitually  dropping  out  because 
of  lack  of  interest  and  consequent 
nonpayment  of  their  dues. 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
system  federation  is  the  Ixnly  that 
will  look  after  the  business  interests 
of  the  federation,  while  the  local 
branch  will  devote  itself  to  amuse- 
ment and  the  advancement  of  the 
social,  moral  and  intellectual  life  of 
the  employes  and  their  families. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  get 
the  women  folk  more  closely  inter- 
ested in  the  work  of  the  men's  or- 
ganizations. They  have  trou])le8 
of  their  own,  that  usually  engross 
their  entire  attention,  ajul,as  a  rule, 
they  cannot  understand  why  organ- 
ization matters  take  up  so  much  of 
the  men's  time  and  thougiit.  At 
the  local  branch  meetings  they  will 
undoubtedly  get  a  much  clearer 
idea  of  the  problems  that  the  men 
folk  are  contending  with,  and  that 
means  thei^  enlisting  in  the  cause 
in  the  whole-hearted  way  peculiar 
to  the  sex. 

''Laugh  and  the  world  laughs 
with  you;  weep  and  you  weep 
alone."  There  has  been  altogether 
too  much  crying  out  about  griev 
ances  and  at  the  same  time  too  lit- 
tle actually  accomplished  toward 
their  adjustment.  Let  us  make 
a  new  departure  and  leave  the 
grievances  to  the  grievers  for  ad- 
justment, and  meantime  take  what 
comfort  we  can  out  of  life  as  we 
journey  along.  Sociability  draws 
a  crowd,  while  the  elaboration  of  a 
grouch  tends  the  other  way. 


Presidents,  vice-presidents,  gen- 
eral chairmen,  local  chairmen  and 
other  active  members  can  easily 
start  l(K*al  branches  on  any  feder- 
ated system  and  it  will  help  them 
in  their  work.  When  lecturing  trips 
are  undertaken  large  crowds  are 
preferable  to  small  groups.  A  fluent 
speaker  will  get  a  greater  return 
for  his  efforts  when  addressing 
members  of  eleven  organizations 
than  if  lie  was  addressing  a  smaller 
group  of  his  own  particular  craft. 

The  good  results  possible  from 
such  work  are  beyond  computation. 
Let  us  give  it  a  trial. 

All  persons  in  any  way  interested 
are  invited  to  send  to  the  chairman 
or  the  secretary-treasurer  for  liter- 
ature upon  the  subject,  and  such 
requests  will  receive  very  cheerful 
and  prompt  attention. 

H.  B.  Pkrham,  Chairman, 
St-ar  Bldg.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
P.  F.  KicHARDson,  Sec.-Treas., 

Morton  Bldg.,  Chicago,  IlL 


ATLANTA  MEETING  OP  SOUTHERN 
ASSOCIATION  A. 

The  Southern  Association  A  of  (General 
Chairmen  met  at  the  Qate  City  Hotel, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  Wednesday,  February 
15.  The  following  officers  and  members 
were  present: 

T.  H.  Gerrey,  of  the  Norfolk  and  Wesi>- 
ern  Railway,  chairman;  M.  Johnson, 
Southern  Railway,  vice-chairman;  D. 
G.  Borum,  Central  of  Georgia,  secretary- 
treasurer;  C.  C.  Williams,  C.  C.  &  O. ; 
J.  T.  Massey,  Georgia  and  Florida  Rail- 
way; S.  A.  Sutton,  Norfolk  Southern; 
J.  B.  Pugh,  C.  &  O.;  O.  H.  Baggott,  F. 
E.  C;  J.  D.  Holt,  A.  B.  &  A.;  J.  T. 
Ivey  of  the  Georgia  and  R,  D.  Bradley 
of  the  S.  A.  L. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
the  chairman  promptly  at  9:00  a.  m.  and 
the  following  visitors  were  introduced: 
Bro.  A.  B.   Lowe,   grand  president;  W. 
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S.  Powell,  vice-president;  S.  J.  Pegg, 
grand  secretary -treasurer ;  A.  B.  Brown- 
low,  of  the  Georgia;  A.  E.  Shell,  of  the 
C.  C.  &  O.  Brother  Ivey  was  appointed 
door  keeper  and  Bro.  S.  J.  Pegg  was  ap- 
pointed assistant  secretary. 

Brother  Gerrey,  in  a  few  well  chosen 
remarks  welcomed  the  members  and  vis- 
itors and  briefly  explained  the  aims  and 
objects  of  the  association.  Brother  Lowe 
was  requested  to  lead  in  prayer.  Bro. 
W.  S.  Powell  was  appointed  to  ascertain 
if  all  present  were  qualified  to  remain 
and  upon  his  report  in  the  affirmative, 
the  meeting  was  declared  open  for  the 
transaction  of  such  business  as  might 
come  properly  before  it. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  held  at 
Boston,  Mass.,  on  September  10,  ItflO, 
were  read  by  Secretary  Borom.  Brother 
Sntton  called  attention  to  a  slight  error, 
and  on  motion  the  minutes  were  adopted 
as  corrected.  On  motion  of  Brother  Sut- 
ton, seconded  by  Brother  Baggott,  the 
sessions  were  from  8:00  a.  m.  until  12:00 
noon,  and  from  1:30  p.  m.  until  5:00  p. 
m.  central  time. 

Proposed  schedules  were  submitted 
and  read  by  representatives  of  the  Nor- 
folk and  Western,  Norfolk  Southern, 
Southern,  O.  C.  &  O.,  Georgia  Railway, 
Central  of  Georgia,  Georgia  and  Florida, 
S.  A.  L.  and  the  Virginian  Railway. 

Brothers  Todd  and  Meyers  of  the  S.  A. 
L.  were  introduced  by  Brother  Bradley 
and  seated  in  the  hall.  A  spirited  and 
lengthy  discussion  was  now  had  on  each 
of  the  schedules  presented,  and  the  work 
of  the  afternoon  session  was  taken  up  in 
the  framing  of  a  standard  schedule  for 
the  Southern  Association  A. 

1.  A  standard  of  ten  hours  for  a  day's 
work  was  adopted. 

2.  Board  and  lodging  being  furnished 
by  the  company  when  the  men  are  taken 
away  from  their  regular  boarding  house 
or  cars  on  temporary  or  emergency  work. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Borom  a  night 
session  was  ordered  from  7:00  p.  m.  un- 
til 11:00  p.  m.  when  the  matter  of  passes, 
promotion,  section  houses  and  camp  cars, 
an  just  dismissal,  discrimination,  expen- 
ses while  attending  court,  leave  of  ab- 
sence, dnties  of  employes  in  the  mainte- 
nance-of-way  department  and  rates  of 


pay.  were  each  and  severally  thoroughly 
discussed. 

At  the  Thursday  morning  session  a 
resolution  was  offered  by  Brother  Mas- 
sey  that  this  association  of  general  chair- 
men endorse  the  resolution  presented  by 
Vice-President  Vurpia  at  the  convention 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  and  that  a  copy  of 
same  be  prepared  and  forwarded  to  the 
U.  S.  senator  of  each  state  represented 
by  this  association  with  an  urgent  re- 
quest that  he  co-operate  with  us  in  an 
effort  to  have  a  federal  law  passed  cov- 
ering the  resolution. 

An  adjournment  was  had  to  have  pic- 
tures taken  of  the  group  on  the  steps  of 
the  State  Capitol.  Two  pictures  were 
made  but  the  photographer  got  '*all 
balled  up"  and  made  both  exposures  on 
the  same  plate  so  the  picture  was  a  fail- 
ure. 

The  following  citities  were  placed  in 
nomination  for  the  next  meeting  of  As- 
sociation A.:  Richmond,  Va.,  Birming- 
ham, Ala.,  Augusta,  Ga.,  Washington, 
D.  C,  Norfolk,  Va..  Charlotte,  N.  C. 
and  Jacksonville,  Fla..  Norfolk,  Va., 
was  eventually  chosen  as  the  next  place 
of  meeting.  On  motion  the  regular  meet- 
ing of  Association  A.  will  be  held  on  the 
second  Wednesday  in  January  of  each 
year. 

Bro.  T.  H.  Gerrey,  general  chairman 
of  the  Norfolk  and  Western  was  re-elect- 
ed as  chairman  for  the  coming  term. 
Bro.  M.  Johnson,  general  chairman  of 
the  Southern  Railway  was  re-elected  as 
vice-chairman  and  Bro.  D.  G.  Borom, 
general  chairman  of  the  Central  of  Geor- 
gia was  re-elected  secretary-treasurer, 
while  Bro.  R.  D.  Bradley,  general  chair- 
man of  the  S.  A.  L.,  Bro.  O.  H.  Baggott, 
general  chairman  of  the  F.  E.  C.  and 
Bro.  S.  A.  Sutton,  general  chairman  of 
the  Norfolk  Southern  were  elected  as  an 
executive  committee. 

At  the  conclusion  of  a  business  meet- 
ing each  member  of  the  Association  A. 
expressed  his  entire  satisfaction  with  the 
progress  and  success  of  their  efforts,  and 
enthusiastic  speeches  were  made  by 
each  member,  followed  by  President 
Lowe,  Vice-President  Powell  and  Grand 
Secretary -Treasurer  Pegg,  each  pledg- 
ing himself  and  his  system  division  to 
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the  support  of  the  Association.  The 
meeting  was  adjourned  at  7:00  p.  m.  to 
meet  again  at  the  call  of  the  chair. 

A  very  pleasant  time  was  had  on  Fri- 
day by  a  ride  through  the  principal 
parts  of  the  city  on  street  cars,  and  a 
visit  was  made  to  the  beautiful  park 
where  the  animals  and  birds  were 
kept.  We  also  visited  the  cyclorama. 
The  lecturer  in  the  cyclorama  was  an 
old  Confederate  veteran,  and  he  wished 
to  ascertain  when  he  saw  the  crowd 
coming  in  where  the  different  parties 
were  from.  Vice-President  Powell  tried 
to  assure  him  that  all  present  were 
Southerners,  but  the  oldgentleman  would 
not  have  it  this  way;  pointing  to  our 
grand  president,  Brother  Lowe,  he  asked 
where  this  gentleman  was  from,  and 
President  Lowe  promptly  replied  **New 
York,"  to  which  the  old  gentleman  an- 
swered, **That'8  all  right!  I  always  like 
to  know  before  I  commence  my  speech 
so  that  I  may  not  unnecessarily  hurt 
anyone's  feeling  in  explaining  the  various 
scenes  depicted  of  the  magnificent  pic- 
ture of  the  *Battle  of  Atlanta,*"  which 
is  truly  a  work  of  art  and  one  which 
shows  some  of  the  horrors  of  warfare. 

The  lecturer  went  carefully  over  the 
ground,  explaining  the  names  of  the  va- 
rious leaders  and  brigades  engaged.  His 
story  as  a  whole  was  very  well  told  and 
very  pathetic,  and,  as  he  explained, 
**We  old  fellows  cannot  forget;  every 
general  and  leader  on  the  Union  side 
were  gentlemen  excepting  Sherman, 
and,  from  the  fact  that  he  applied  the 
torch  to  Atlanta,  they  thought  it  was  a 
sin,  and  could  not  forgive  nor  forget." 

When  nearing  the  last  of  the  picture, 
and  pointing  out  various  leaders,  he  ex- 
claimed in  a  loud  voice,  looking  square- 
ly at  President  Lowe,  **There  he  is, 
Yankee,  upon  top  of  the  hill;  the  third 
man.  You  can  almost  see  him  now  with 
the  torch  in  his  hand." 

The  picture  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
building  showed  the  Central  of  Georgia 
tracks,  while  the  space  intervening  was 
taken  up  by  a  real  track  composed  of 
real  rails  and  ties,  which  had  been  torn 
up  by  invading  armies  or  the  Confeder- 
ates, and  the  rails  lay  there  twisted  so 
that  they  could  never  be  used  again. 


The  method  by  which  this  was  done  was 
explained  by  the  lecturer,  and  I  have 
very  much  doubt  if  the  same  feat  could 
be  accomplished  with  our  modern  rails 
today.  However,  the  rails  shown  there 
were  effectually  destroyed  for  all  time. 
The  viewing  of  this  magnificent  picture 
was  enjoyed  by  everyone  present,  and  I 
wish  to  say  to  any  of  our  members  who 
may  chance  to  visit  Atlanta  not  to  fail 
to  see  it,  for  I  am  sure  they  would  enjoy 
it  as  much  as  did  the  members  of  Asso- 
ciation A. 

For  the  benefit  of  our  Western  and 
Northern  members,  also  those  in  the 
East,  would  say  that  this  country  is 
rightly  named  **the  land  of  flowers," 
for  on  every  hand  we  found  beautiful 
flowers  fip?owing  in  the  gardens,  and 
peach  and  plum  trees  were  in  full  bloom, 
which  indeed  was  a  beautiful  sight,  and 
so  leaving  Atlanta  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, the  trip  was  most  delightful,  as  it 
was  also  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  where  we 
laid  over  for  two  or  three  hours,  but  on 
awakening  Sunday  morning  and  looking 
out  of  the  Pullman  window,  we  were 
surprised  to  see  the  ground  covered  with 
snow,  and  when  we  reached  St.  Louis 
found  the  heaviest  snow  we  have  had 
this  winter. 


THE  LORD  LOVETH  THOSE  WHO 
HELP  THEMSELVES. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
the  secretary  of  Lodge  No.  281, 
Bro.  R.  B.  Clements,  calling  my 
attention  to  a  response  he  received 
from  his  senator,  the  Hon.  J.  H. 
Bankhead,  to  a  letter  he  wrot«  the 
senator,  asking  his  support  of  the 
Dodd  bill  now  before  congress. 

I  am  also  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  Bro.  Paul  Oochran,  with  a  re- 
ply from  Ills  senator,  Robt.  L.  Tay- 
lor, on  the  same  subject,  promising 
his  support  of  this  bill,  which  is 
entirely  satisfactory. 

If  every  one  of  our  members 
would  make  a  like  request  on  their 
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U.  S.  senators  and  receive  a  like 
assurance^  its  passage  will  certainly 
be  sure.  It  is  only  by  continued 
alertness  that  we  can  safeguard  the 
interest  of  working  classes  against 
unjust  discrimination,  and  if  you 
have  not  already  done  so,  I  would 
qrgently  request  each  of  our  mem- 
bers in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  to  at  once  write  their  sena- 
tors today  on  the  subject. 

It  is  unfair  that  the  Advance  Ad- 
vocATR  should  be  discriminated 
against.  It  is  true  that  the  Ad- 
vance Advocate  is  not  alone,  but 
that  all  union  publications  are 
alike  affected.  These  publications 
are  issued  in  the  interest  of  the 
people  they  represent,  by  them 
and  for  their  sole  benefit.  If  they 
were  controlled  by  a  trust,  no  such 
discrimination  would  be  attempted. 
It  is  up  to  you  to  let  your  voice  be 
heard  in  protest  against  it,  and  the 
time  to  do  it  is  now.  If  you  wait 
until  the  matter  is  disposed  of,  it 
YfWl  not  be  necessary  to  write  at 
all.  Each  member  of  our  organi- 
zation is  a  part  owner  of  the  Ad- 
vance Advocate  and  pays  his  share 
of  the  expense  of  publication. 
Therefore,  it  is  to  your  interest  in- 
dividually, that  you  should  do 
everything  you  jwssibly  can  at  this 
time  to  secure  a  square  deal. 


CORRECTION. 

On  page  101  of  the  February  Ad- 
vocate is  a  table  of  mileage  of 
track  built  in  1910,  copied  from  the 
Railway  and  Engineering  Review. 
In  setting  the  type  for  this  the 
printers  have  used  a  comma  in 
place  of  a  period  between  tlie 
miles  and  the  decimal  parts  of  a 


mile,  which  has  confused  a  number 
of  our  readers.  The  last  three  fig- 
ures to  the  right,  in  each  instance, 
designate  the  decimal  parts  of  a 
mile.  For  instance  —  Alabama, 
118.600,  is  a  little  more  than  118  1-2 
miles;  Alaska,  67.000,  equals  67 
miles,  etc.,  etc. 


The  O.  K.  Thurston  Supply  Co. 
of  St.  Ixmis,  Mo,,  will  furnish  you 
with  articles  of  merit  cheaper  than 
can  be  prcKjured  in  most  places. 
We  have  known  each  of  the  prin- 
cipals of  this  firm  for  years,  and 
the  bare  word  of  *'Daddy  Thurston" 
is  as  good  as  any  man's  bond.  He 
is  an  old  railroad  man,  and  the 
father  of  the  Order  of  Railway 
Telegraphers.  You  may  be  sure  of 
a  square  deal  if  you  patronize  this 
firm. 


Will  our  brothers  advise  me  if 
they  know  of  any  vacancies  for 
competent  pumpers?  We  have  sev- 
eral applications  for  pumping  posi- 
tions from  members  who  desire  to 
change  their  present  locations.  If 
you  know  of  any  vacancies,  please 
drop  me  a  card  at  once,  giving  the 
name  of  party  to  whom  the  appli 
cation  for  position  must  be  made, 
and  I  will  advise  the  brothers  of 
same. 


Brother  E.  DeDkcker  having 
gone  into  business  for  himself,  has 
given  up  the  work  of  organizing  for 
the  present,  but  expects  to  be  in  a 
position  to  again  take  up  the  work 
in  the  near  future.  We  cordially 
wish  Brother  DeDecker  abundant 
success  in  his  new  field  of  labor. 

Patromzk  our  advertisers. 
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ROLL  or  HONOR. 


The  following  are  the  lodges  send- 
ing in  the  largest  number  of  new 
applications  between  January  19 
and  Fedruary  19,  1911,  showing  an 
increase  of  74  members  over  same 
number  of  lodges  last  month. 

NO.  NAME  INCBBASE 

142  St.  Paul  Star 52 

227  Reliance.. 26 

187  Fsmham 24 

223  Ottawa 20 

8  Limestone .- 18 

67  Kenova 14 

112  Indiana  Harbor 14 

146  Chicago  and  Western  Indiana 14 

18  Lake  City 11 

153  Toano 11 

308  Madison 11 

Bro.  E.  G.  Gashell  Tieads  the  list 
or  organizers  with  171  new  mem- 
bers to  his  credit.  Well  done,  Ed. 
If  our  readers  will  make  comparison 
with  previous  months  they  will 
note  that  the  average  is  much  high- 
er this  month  all  round.  It  is  in 
the  atmosphere.  Organize  and  get 
results  is  a  slogan  that  wins. 

E.  G.  Gasliell 171    Geo.  Keays 17 

R.  B.  Farren 50    H.  B  Stokes 16 

A.  Bell 37    D.  P.  Langley 14 

M.J.  Powers 37    H.W.Johnson 14 

H.  A.  Vurpia 29    C.  M.  Wynn 14 

C.  Peterson 27    T.  0.  Powers 13 

Thos.  Qauthier  .22    W.  S.  Powell 13 

Individual  effort  was  productive 
of  a  better  count  this  month  than 
last.  Eleven  brothers  in  February 
send  in  24  new  members,  as  against 
21  new  members  by  18  brothers  in 
January. 

W.  B.  Nichols,  Hinton,  W.Va 5 

G.  W.  Manes,  Knoxville,  Tenn 4 

E.  DeDecker,  Winnipeg,  Man 4 

J.  T.  Brufify,  Lawyers,  Va 3 

R.  W.  Moore,  Jenkinsburg,  Ga 2 

T.  J.  O'Donnell,  Hernando,  Miss 1 

J.  Chappie,  Cochrane,  Alta 1 


J.  Ryan,  Poplar  Bluff,  Mo —.1 

T.  Nolan,  Drnmbo,  Ont 1 

C.  W.  Barrett,  Eholt,  B.  C.  - ~.l 

Grant  Baker,  Putnam  Sta.,  N.  T 1 

New  members  from  January  19, 
1011,  to  February  19,  1911,  inclu- 
sive : 

United  States 731 

Canada 256 

Total ..^ 961 


PRIZE  WINNCRS. 


The  prize  winners  for  the  month 
of  February  are  as  follows : 

Organizers — Stokes  and  Keays, 
equal. 

Journal  Agent — ''Leesburg,  Fla." 
page  121. 

Members — 0.  T.  Pleasants,  page 
119  and  Toney  Argentino,  page  129; 
equal. 

Ladies — Mrs.  Steele,  Page  134, 

Girls — Ida  R.  Venotte,  page  189. 

Boys — No  competition. 


OBITUARY. 

HAY— December  6,  1910,  at  925  N.  Ist  at 
Cherokee,  la.,  Brother  Wesley  Hay, 
Cert.  No.  57696;  Lodge  No.  462.' 

GRINER—At  Mt.  Vernon  ave.,  Augusta, 
Me.,  Brother  Archie  Qriner,  Cert. 
No.  al6226;  Lodge  No.  378. 

LEWIS— At  Lyerly,  Ga.,  Brother  J.  P. 
Lewis,  Cert.  No.  a7952;  Lodge  No.  122. 

KELLY— At  1606  Chillicothe  St.,  Ports- 
mouth, Ohio,  Brother  Kelly,  Cert.  No. 
89813;  Lodge  No.  150. 

TEAHAN— At  219  N.  Washington  Ave., 
Chicago,  111.,  Brother  Jas.  Teahan, 
Cert.  No.  al3868;  Lodge  No.  327. 

CRAMER— Brother  Theo.  H.  Cramer 
Cert.  No.  22205;  Lodge  No.  146. 

LATON  AS  — Brother  Latonas-,  Cert 
No.  19481;  Lodge  No.  198. 
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Our  Brotherhood  Tiierraomeier  shows  nearly  as 
many  changes  this  month  as  the  spring  weather. 
The  banner  lodge,  Clyboom  No.  246,  still  retains  the 
lead,  with  Chicago  and  Western  Indiana  No.  146  a 
close  second  and  St.  Paul  Star  No.  142  a  near  third. 
Famham  Lodge  No.  187  and  Richmond  Lodge  No. 
235  are  both  equal  in  numbers  and  are  new-comers 
to  this  page.  Kenora  Lodge  No.  67  has  worked 
ahead  from  second  place  in  February  to  sixth  place 
in  the  stem  this  month.  Boston  Lodge  No.  120  has 
dropped  back  a  few  points  this  month  to  seventh 
place.  Fitchburg  Lodge  No.  400  fills  the  eighth 
position  and  is  another  new-comer.  Greensboro 
Lodge  No.  87  is  back  in  the  race  again  to  ninth 
place.  Portage  la  Prairie  Lodge  No.  145  and  Eagle 
Bridge  Lodge  No.  467  are  equal  in  numbers. 

The  bulb  shows  a  number  of  changes  in  position 
this  month.  Ottawa  Lodge  No.  223  takes  first  posi- 
tion this  month,  but  did  not  appear  in  the  roll  call 
lasc  month.  Scioto  Lodge  No.  150  jumped  from  six- 
teenth position  in  February  to  fifth  place  this 
month.  Clinton  Lodge  No.  41  jumped  from  eight- 
eenth place  in  February  to  sixth  place  this  month. 
Oharaplain  Lodge  No.  20  jumped  from  fifteenth  to 
ninth  position.    Several  other  lodges  moved  ahead. 

Next  month  we  want  to  publish  the  names  and 
numbers  of  those  lodges  which  have  100  per  cent  of 
all  those  eligible  within  their  jurisdiction,  but  which 
have  had  no  showing  on  our  Roll  of  Honor  on  ac- 
coimt  of  other  lodges  having  more  members.  We 
believe  that  all  those  lodges  which  have  secured  all 
the  eligible  members  in  their  territory  are  entitled 
to  a  special  place,  so  we  will  make  a  comer  for  them. 

Will  each  lodge  which  is  entitle  to  a  place,  please 
notify  the  editor,  so  that  he  may  arrange? 

Nl'MBER  NAME  MEMBERS 

223 Ottawa ^ 100 

278 Hoosac  Tunnel 98 

112 Indian  Harbor 96 

102 Ronceverte 95 

150 Scioto 93 

41. Clinton 91 

64 St.  Johnsbury 91 

144 Chicago  Term.  Trans.  Local 89 

20 Champlain 85 

8 Limestone 81 

125 Medicine  Hat 81 

281  Selma 81 

238 Rat  Portage 79 

417 Royal  79 

76 Nashua 78 

132 Vermilion  Bay 78 

231 Heron  Bay 78 

111 Kanawha  77 

591 Manchester 77 

128- Fort  William 76 
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GRAND    LODGE    OFFICERS. 


A.  B.  LowB.  Grand  President;  Vanol  Boildinc.  St. 

Louis,  Mo. 

ORAND  VICB-PRE8IDENTS. 
A.  F.  Stout.  Ivanhoe.  Ont. 
W.  8.  PowsLL.  808  Pearson  st.,  Greensboro.  N.  C. 
M.  J.  PowRBS,  Vanol  Bnildinff.  St.  Loais.  Mo. 
H.  A.  VuRPiA.  389  N.  Central  Park  av..  Chicaco.  lU. 
Hy  Irwin,  box  166.  Portace  la  Prairie.  Man. 
Gbo.  B.  Jrnnbss.  box  22,  Sonth  Danbury,  N.  H. 
Sakubl  J.  Pboo,  Grand  Secretary- Treasurer  and 

Manager  Official  Organ:  Vanol   Buildinc.   St. 

Louis.  Mo. 
JuDOB  Wm.  ZxcHRm.  Solicitor,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
J.  S.  Eastman.  Chaplain,  Pompanoosuc.  Vt. 
AuuE.  GiBB.  Grand  Inner  Sentinel.  Vanol  Buildinc 

St,  lA>nis.  Mo. 
Wai/tbb  a.  SraiNOBR.  Grand  Outer  Sentinel.  Vanol 

Buiklinc.«t.  Louis,  Mo. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 
W.  H.  NoTBs.  Chinn ;  86  Wrfarht  ave..  Toronto  Ont. 
Obo^b  Seau  Sec.,  box  801.  Portace  la  Prmlrie.  Man. 
J.  E.  SMITH.  Littleton.  Mass. 
G.  H.  Flynt,  406  Garrell  St..  Greensboro.  N.  C. 
T.  J.  O'DONNBIX.  Hernando.  Miss. 
ORGANIZERS^ 
BeU.  A.  Moyer.  W.  T. 

Davis,  J.  F.  Powers.  T.  C. 

Fftrren  R.  B.  Peterson.  Chas. 

Gauthier.  Thos.  Stokes.  H.  B. 

Hull.  W.  H.  Sullivan.  J.  J. 

Johnson.  H.  W.  Viens.  D.  N. 

Keays.  Geo.  Walsh.  N.  W. 

Kirkwood.  P.  W.  Wynn.  C.  M. 

Layne.  J.  T.  Wright.  Gus 

LADIES  AUXIUARY   TO  THE  L  B.  M.  W.  E. 
Mas.  Cora  B.  SMrra.  Grand  President.  Omaan.N.  H. 
Mrs.  Gbo.  B.  Jbnnbss,  Grand  Secretary- Treasurer 
box  22.  South  Danbury.  N.  H. 


List  of  General  Chairmen. 


A..  B.&A.— J.  D.Holt.G.O„  701  East  BlacBolU  St., 

Pitigerakl,  Ga. ;  J.  K.  Rodgers.  Sec>.  Wray.  Ga. 
Bangor  St  Aroostook— John  Turner.  Jr..  G.  C  55 

Franklin  av..  Houlton.  Me. :  W.  S.  Neal.  Sec'y. 

RFD  8.  Bangor.  Me. 
Boston  A  Albany— P.  F.  Quinlan.  G.  C.  careT.  M. 

C.  A., Springfield.  Mass.;  John  F.  Foley.  Sec*y. 

box  64.  Rochdale.  Mass. 
B.  &  O.  S.-W.— Wm.  Teepe.  G.  C,  R.  F  D.  6.  North 

Vernon.  Ind. :  E.  D.  Schleyer.  Sec>.  505  Olive  st.. 

•  'hiilicothe.O. 

B.  St  O.  Chi.  Ter.  R.  R.— M.  B.  Owen.  G.  C.  4531  Sac- 

ramento av..  Chicago.  III. 
Baltimore  St  Ohio— W.  J.  Glenn,  Sec*y.  415  Merchant 

St..  Fairmount.  W.  Va. 
Boston  St  Maine— R.    H.   Crawford.  G.  C.  box   62 

Melrose.  N.  T.;  W.  S.  Kenniston.  Sec>.  No.  4 

R.R.  square.  Concord.  N.  H. 
Canadian  Northern— F.  H.  Fljozdal.  O.  C  box  294. 

Warroad.  Minn. ;  John  Henry.  Sec*y.  1169  4th  st.. 

Edmonton.  Alta. 
Canadian  Northern  in  Ontario— G.  H.  Nason.  G.  C. 

Parry  Sound  Ont. 
Canadian  Northern  Quebec  Ry.—H.  St.  Cyr.  L*Epl- 

i>hanie.  Que. 
Canadian  Pacific— Wm.  Dorey.  G.  C,  Woodstock. 

N.  B.      D.  Campbell.    Sec'y  for  Eastern  div.. 

10  Thornton  ave..  London.  Ont. ;  Geo.  Seal.  Sec*y 

for  Western  div..  box  881.  Portage  la  Prairie.  Man. 
Carolina.  Clinch  field  A  Ohio— C.  C.  Williams.  G.  C, 

Ht.  Paul.  Va. ;  C.  J.  Jones.  Sec'y.  Yuma.  Va. 
Central  of  Georgia— D.  G.  Borora.  Round  Oak.  Ga. : 

P.  M.  Lesueur.  Sec'y..  Opelika.  Ala. 
Che^peaice  St  Ohio— J.  B.  Pugh.  G.  C.  RFD  6  box  Al, 

Richmond.Va. :  J.  W.  Brown.  Sec'y.  Griflath.  Va. 
Chicago  Junction— Jno.  Baker.  O.  C.  5014  Center  av.. 

Chicago.  HI. :  Jas.  Consodine.  Sec*y,  3334  Wood 

St.,  Chicago.  111. 

C,  M.  St  St.  P.— Jas.  Browder.  g.  c  R.F.D.  1.  box  17 
Griggs.  Okla. 

Chi.  A  W.  Ind.— A.  M.  Ahr.  c.  c.  2819  5th  av..  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

C.  &  N.  W.— Geo.  Bleimes.  Temp.  o.  c,  5823  Cedar 
Bt.,  Austin  Sta..  Chicago.  111. 

Delaware  St  Hudson— George  Smith.  G.  C,  Meadow- 
dale.  N.  Y. 

Dominion  Atlantic— M.  Kennedy.  G.  (\,  Water\'ille. 
X.  S. :  M.  H.  McCurdy.  Sec'y.  Old  Bams.  X.  S. 

D..  S.  8.  &  A.— J.  D  Albright.  G.  C.  Sand  River. 
Mich. :  G.  B.  Wild.  Wetmore.  Mich. 

D.,  T.  St  I.— J.  G.  Keepers  G  C.  143  First  St..  Green- 
field. O. 

Esq.  St  Nan.  Ry.— F.  Harper.  G.  C,  Maywood  P.  O, 
Victoria.  B.  C. :  E.  Sketch.  Sec'y.  Wellington.  B.C. 

Fla.  East  Coast— O.  H.  Baggott.  G.  C.  Port  Orange. 
Fla. ;  L.  8.  Stone.  Sec'y.  Hobe  Sound.  Fla. 

Ga.  Ry.— J.  T.  Ivey.  G.  C.  K.  F.  D.  2.   Thomson.  Ga. 

Georgia  &  Florida— J.  T.  Massey.  G.  C,  Valdosta 
Ga. :  John  Dyall.  8ec*y.  Douglas.  Ga. 


Grand  Trunk  Pacific— A.Barker.  G.C..  bx  660  Portage 

la  Prairie,  Man.:  J.  Wild.  Sec'y,  Melville.  SmL 
G.  S.  St  F.  Ry.— M.  McCormaok,  G.  C,  Arab!.  Ga. 
Halifax  A  8.  W.-Geo.  N.  Fox.  G.  C.  East  Fubnicow 

N.  S. :  R.  Feener.  Sec'y,  Bridgewater.  N.  S. 
Illinois  Central— W.  M.  Smith.  G.  C.  3650  Vernon  av., 

Chicago.  JIl. 
Interoolonial  St  P.  E.  I.— Geo.  W.  Murray.  G.  C 

Truro.  X.  S. :  J.  McGilUvray.  Sec'y.  17  Castle  st. 

St.  John.  X.  B. 
Indiana  Harbor— J.  Bloom.  G.  C.  Ill  Broadway, Bhie 

Island  111. :  Frank  Schneider.  8ec*yt  419  Plnnbner 

av..  Hammond.  Ind. 
Macon  St   Birmingham— W.   N.  aements,  G.  C 

Thomaston,  Ga. 
Maine  Central- C.  C.  Allen.  G.  C  Lincoln  Center. 

Me.:  Alex.  MoMinn.  115  Winter  at..  LewistonJIe. 
Michigan  Central— O.  Gillett.  V.  C,  Lawton,  Mich.: 

W.  Rness.  sec'y..  814N.ParkSt..  Kalamasoo,  Mich. 
M.,  St.  P.  St  S.  8.  M.  <SooLine)— L.Norby,G.a, 

R.  F.  D.  1.  box  4.  White  Ber.r  Lake.  Minn. 
Mobile  St  Ohio— J.  M.  Young.  G.  C  1720  N.  8d  st, 

Columbus.  Miss. :  C.  L.Hale.  Sec'y  Columbus.  Ky. 
Norfolk  Southern— S.  A.  Sutton  G.  C.  Ill  E.  Bram- 

bleton  A%e.,  Norfolk  Va.:  J.  T.  PhiUips,  Sec'y, 

Bridget  on.  N.  C. 
Norfolk  St  Western— T.  H.  Gerrcy.  G.  C.  R.F.D.  % 

box  5.  Walnut  Cove.  N.  C. :  J.  P.  Stuart,  No.  H 

Baldwin  ave.,  Bluefield.  W.Va. 
New   Brunswick   Southern- B.  F.    .\ustin.  (acting 

ch'm).  Clinch's  Mills.  N.  B. 
N.  O..  M.  St  C— H.  L.  Barfleld;  G.  C,  Beaumont, 

Miss. :  H.  I.  Nicholson.  Sec'y,  Bay  Springs.  Miss. 
Pere  Marquette— Frank  King.  G.  C.  Sombra.Ont.: 

H.  McLaughlin.  Sec'y.  Highgate.  Ont. 
Quebec  Cen.— J.  A.  Lessard.  G.  C.  Beanoe  Jet..  Que. 
Quebec  St  L.  St,  John— J.  G.  Greffard.  G.  C.  St,  Ray- 
mond. Que. 
Queen  &  Crescent— I.  Riseden.  G.  C.  Dayton.  Tenn. 
Seaboard  Air  Line— R.  D.  Bradley.  G.  C.  box  108.  Bo- 

gart,  (}a. ;  M.  C.  Sutton.  Secy.,  Vidalia.  Ga. 
Somerset  Ry.— E.  E.  Clark.  O.  C,  Madison.  Me.; 

E.  Pierce.  Sec'y.  box  253.  Bingham.  Me. 
Southern  Ry.— M.  John.ion.  G.  C,  Lynch  Station. 

Va. ;  A.  L.  Eppa.  Sec'y.  Almond,  N.  C. 
Southern  Pacific  (Atlantic  Division)- J.  A.  Hollsna 

G.    C,   Haasville,   La.:    G^  W.  Stewart  Sec'y 

I-afayette.  La.  ,  „   .  ^,  ^\ 

Southern  Pacific  (G..  H.  ft  S.  .V.  and  T.  ft  N.O.J— 

C.  Hud.lleston.  Sec'y.  Rosenberg.  Tex. 
Southern  Pacific  <  H.  A  T.  C.  and  H..  E.  ft  W,  T.)- 

A.  O.  Doerge.  Sec'y.  box  484.  Navasota,  Tex, 
T.  ft  N.  O.— n.  A.   Little.  G.  C.  Englehart.  OnU; 

r.  Baker.  Sec'y.  Englehart.  Ont. 
Union  Paciftc-Chas.  S.  Boulter.  G.  C,  box  97.  lA 

Va.  Rv.— P.  .1 .  Noonan.  G.C..  bx  458.Princeton.  ^^*» 
Washington  (  o.  Ry.—Zina  M.  Cook.  «.  C..  JafWJ"- 

ville.  Me. :  E.  J.  Palmer.  Sec'y.  W hitnepilte.  He. 
Wi«.  Cen.— P.  Rasmu-ssen.  G.  C.  Cy\on.  Wis.:  P.  Mo- 

Gee.  Sec'y..  322  Court  St..  Chippewa  Falls  Wis, 
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Don't  B«  a  Knocker. 

Put  tho  hammer  in  the  lot-ker. 

Hide  tlie  soundins  board  likewise; 
Anyone  can  be  a  knocker. 

Anyone  can  cxiticise. 
Cultivate  a  manner  winning. 

Tho*  it  hnrts  your  face  to  smile 
And  seems  awkward  in  besinnine. 

Be  a  booster  for  awhile. 

Let  the  blacksmith  do  the  pounding. 

That's  the  one  that  draws  the  pay— 
You  don't  get  a  cent  for  lionnding 

Saints  and  sinners  night  and  day. 
Just  for  sol  id  satisfaction 

Drop  a  kind  word  in  the  slot. 
And  I'll  warrant  you'll  get  action 
;    For  your  effort  on  the  spot. 

Kindness  every  time  beats  knocking. 

Mirth  is  better  than  a  frown; 
Do  not  waste  your  time  in  picking 

Flaws  with  brothers  who  are  down. 
And  it  isn't  so  distressing 

If  yea  give  a  little  boost 
To  the  man  the  fates  are  pressing. 

When  tho  chicks  come  home  to  roost. 

Yes.  the  old  world  would  be  brighter. 

If  you  kindle  friendship  s  ilame; 
And  this  makes  the  trouble  lighter 

Of  the  man  against  the  game. 
Send  yoor  srouch  on  a  vacation. 

Give  your  iprumbling  tones  the  shake. 
And  with  w^lva.  determination. 

Throw  your  hammer  in  the  lake. 

—Selected. 


On  Cowards, 


I  can  stand  for  tho  coward  afraid  of  the  dark. 

And  Uie  coward  afraid  of  his  life. 
And  the  man  who's  afraid  to  go  out  on  a  lark 

Because  he's  afraid  of  his  wife : 
I  can  stand  for  the  man  who's  afraid  to  attempt 

A  venture  because  he  may  fail. 
And  even  the  coward.  1  m  glad  to  exempt. 

Afraid  of  tho  bi£  comets  tail; 
But  I've  neither  patience  nor  time  for  the  man 

Who's  afraid  to  go  up  to  a  brother 
And  say  something  cheerful  the  times  that  he  can. 

And  praise  him  for  something  or  other. 

1  dont  mind  the  brother  who  winces  at  pain. 

And  shrinks  when  the  dentist  is  grinding. 
I  can  stand  for  the  coward  afraid  of  the  skein 

His  own  fooHsh  actions  are  winding; 
And  I  feel  for  tho  coward  whose  courage  is  gone. 

And  sigh  for  his  lost  moral  sense. 
1  can  sUnd  for  the  coward  afraid  to  go  on. 

Where  the  battle  of  life  is  intense. 


But.  oh !  1  ve  no  use  for  the  coward  who  knows 

Something  good  of  another  to  say. 
Yet  silently,  heedlessly,  onward  he  goes. 

Afraid  to  speak  praise  when  he  may. 

The  coward  who  idly  sits  by  in  his  ease 

When  wrong  seems  to  rule  over  right. 
And  meekly  snbmiU  to  the  evil  he  sees. 

Because  he's  afraid  of  a  flght, 
Is  a  subject  for  censure  beyond  any  doubt. 

But  I've  only  pity  for  him. 
The  coward  I'm  after  and  want  to  turn  out 

Is  the  coward  with  countenance  grim. 
Who  never  lets  slip  from  his  tongue  any  word 

That  may  cause  some  one  else  to  rejoice. 
Who,  whenever  a  praiseworthy  thing  has  occurred, 

Is  afraid  of  the  sound  of  his  voice. 
The  coward  who  thinks  pleasant  things  of  a  man. 

But  never  by  word  or  by  deed 
Cheers  the  toller  along  when  he  ought  and  he  can. 

Is  the  worst  of  the  cowardly  breed. 

—Anon. 


Patiencm. 

Supposin'  fish  don't  bite  at  first— 

What  are  you  goin'  to  do? 
Throw  down  your  pole,  chuck  out  your  bait. 

And  say  your  fishin's  through? 
You  bet  you  ain't— you're  goin'  to  fish 

N  fish  n  fish  'n  wait 
Until  you've  ketched  a  basketful, 
N  used  up  all  your  bait. 

Suppose  success  don't  come  at  first. 

What  are  you  goin*  to  do? 
Throw  up  the  sponge   n  kick  yourself 

'N  growl,  n  fret,  'n  stew? 
You  bet  you  ain't— you're  goin'  to  fish; 

You'll  bait  n  bait  agin. 
Until  success  will  bite  your  hook. 

For  grit  is  sure  to  win. 

—Frozen  Dog  Idyls. 


Promises, 

If  you  make  a  promise,  keep  it- 
Promises  are  sacre<l  stuff; 

There'll  be  trouble  and  and  you'll  reap  it 
If  you  prove  they're  all  a  bluff. 

Never  trifle  with  your  credit. 
Never  wear  the  tag  of  cheap: 

And  a  promise— though  you  dread  itr- 
Is  a  thing  that's  made  to  keep. 

Do  not  promise  in  a  hurry- 
Think  it  over,  count  the  cost; 

Let  no  promise  give  you  worry. 
Let  your  credit  know  no  frost. 

Truth  is  still  the  dearest  treasure- 
How  its  beauties  glow  and  leap! 

Scorn  the  truckling,  half-way  measure- 
Promises  were  made  to  keep. 

—Piano  Workers'  Journal. 
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A  Success. 


Byker— I  attended  a  successful  sleight 
of  hand  performance  last  night. 

Pyker— Really? 

Byker — ^Yes.  I  lent  a  conjurer  a  coun- 
terfeit half-crown,  and  he  gave  me  back 
a  good  one. — ^Tit-Bits. 


Pormality. 

Old  Lady — Can't  something  be  done? 

Bystander — Oh,  yes.'  They've  sent  the 
crew  a  line  to  come  ashore. 

Old  Lady — Qood  gracious;  were* they 
actually  waiting  for  a  formal  invitation 
in  this  weather! — London  Opinion. 


Went  Him  One  Better. 

A  Scottish  clergyman  got  into  conver- 
sation in  a  railway  carriage  with  a  work- 
ingman,  who  informed  him  that  he  had 
been  a  coupler  on  a  railway  for  several 
years.  '*Oh,'*  said  the  minister,  *'I  can 
beat  that.  I  have  been  a  coupler  for 
over  twenty  years."  •*Aye,'*  replied  the 
workman,  "bat  I  can  uncouple  and  you 
canna!" — Pittsburg  Dispatch. 


When  nnnegan  Died. 

Two  Irishmen  were  in  a  city  bank  re- 
cently waiting  their  turn  at  the  cashier's 
window. 

**Thi8  reminds  me  of  Finnegan,"  re-' 
marked  one. 

''What  about  Finnegan?"  inquired  the 
other. 

**  'Tis  a  story  that  Finnegan  died  and 
when  he  gpreeted  St.  Peter  he  said:  *It's 
a  fine  job  you  have  here  for  a  long  time.' 
'Well,  Finnegan,*  said  St.  Peter,  'here 
we  count  a  million  years  as  a  minute  and 
a  million  dollars  as  a  cent.  *AhI'  said 
Finnegan,  I'm  needing  cash.  Lend  me 
a  cent.' 

••  'Sure,'  said  St.  Peter,  'just  wait  a 
minute.'  "—St.  Paul  Dispatch, 


Punctuation  tiavKs. 

Returning  from  school  the  other  after- 
noon, a  little  girl  profoundly  informed 
her, mother  that  she  had  learned  how  to 
"punchtate." 

"Well,  dear,"  said  her  mother,  "and 
how  is  it  done?" 

"You  see,  mother,"  explained  the 
child,  "  when  you  writ  'Hark I'  you  put 
a  hatpin  after  it,  and  when  yon  ask  a 
question  you  put  a  buttonhook!"— The 
Pathfinder. 


Circumstantial  Evidence. 

The  man  of  the  house  was  looking  for 
his  umbrella,  and,  not  finding  it,  asked 
the  members  of  his  family  if  they  had 
used  it. 

"I  think  sister's  bean  took  it  last 
night,"  said  Harry. 

"Why  do  you  think  so,  my  son?"  asked 
his  father. 

"  'Cause,  when  I  was  in  the  hall  last 
night  I  heard  him  say  to  sister:  '1  be- 
lieve I'll  just  steal  one.'  " — Lippincott's. 


Tlie  irishman's  Remedy. 

The  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Cheat,  formerly 
our  ambassador  to  England,  tells  the  fol- 
lowing story,  crediting  the  same  to  a 
political  speech  made  by  Sir  Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman. 

A  head  of  a  house  had  complained  to 
three  friends — an  Englishman,  an  Irish- 
man and  a  Scot — ^that  his  servant  broke 
a  great  deal  of  china. 

The  matter-of-fact  Englishman  gave 
the  short  bit  of  practical  advice,  "Dis- 
miss him." 

"Take  it  out  of  his  wages,"  spoke  the 
thrifty  Scot. 

Objection  to  the  latter  course  was 
made  on  the  ground  that  the  wages  were 
less  than  the  amount  of  damage.  The 
Irishman  at  once  came  to  the  rescue  with : 

"Then  raise  his  wages."— Judge. 
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A  Pinancial  Thought.  A  Lesson  in  Bonking. 


John  Purroy  Mitchell,  New  York's  act- 
ing mayor,  said  the  other  day  to  a  re- 
porter, apropos  of  a  certain  abuse : 

'*The  conduct  of  these  people  is  omin- 
ous. It  reminds  me  of  the  famous  finan- 
cier. 

**  *George,'  said  the  famous  financier 
to  his  secretary,  *I've  been  thinking.' 

***Ye8,  sir,'  said  the  secretary,  re- 
spectfully.    *What  about,  sir?' 

***Well,  George,'  said  the  financier, 
•I  can't  help  wondering  where  on  earth 
the  lambs  get  this  inexhaustible  stream 
of  millions  that  we  get  from  them.'" 


An  Eye  to  Business. 

H.  G.  Wells,  the  novelist,  tells  a  story 
of  a  gentleman  next  to  whom  he  once 
sat  at  a  public  dinner.  The  conversation 
had  turned  upon  one  of  his  own  books 
and  Mr.  Wells  had  said  something  to  the 
e£rect  that  **were  there  no  self-seekers 
the  world  would  be  a  very  Utopia." 

This  neighbor  promptly  observed:  **I 
maintain  that  all  the  water  used  for 
drinking  and  culinary  purposes  should 
be  boiled  at  least  an  hour." 

**You  are  a  physician,  I  presume," 
suggested  the  novelist. 

•*No,  sir,"  was  the  unexpected  reply, 
•*I  am  in  the  coal  line."— The  Standard. 


Blocited  System. 

He  was  traveling  on  a  branch  railroad 
in  the  North.  After  a  series  of  sudden 
bumps  and  unexpected  stops  he  became 
uneasy. 

*'Look  here,"  he  said  to  the  porter, 
**is  tliis  train  safe?" 

**It  sure  am,"  said  the  porter. 

*'Well,  have  they  a  block  system  on 
this  road?" 

** Block  system,  sah?  We  hab  de 
greatest  block  system  in  world.  Ten 
miles  back  we  were  blocked  by  a  load 
of  hay,  six  miles  back  we  were  blocked 
by  a  mule,  just  now  we  were  blocked  by 
a  cow,  and  I  reckon  when  we  get  further 
souf  we'll  be  blocked  by  an  alligator. 
Block  system,  boss?  Well,  Ah  should 
smile." — Exchange. 


The  leading  negroes  of  a  Georgia  town 
started  a  bank  and  invited  persons  of 
their  race  to  become  customers.  One 
day  a  darkey,  with  shoes  run  down  at 
the  heels,  a  gallus  over  one  shoulder  and 
a  cotton  shirt,  showed  up  at  the  bank. 

**See  here,"  he  said,  **I  want  mahten 
dollahs," 

**Who  is  yuh?"  asked  the  cashier. 

'*Mah  name's  Jim  Johnson,  an'  I  wantB 
dat  ten  dollahs." 

**Yuh  ain't  go'  no  money  in  dis  here 
bank,'*  said  the  cashier,  after  looking 
over  the  books. 

**Yes,  I  has,"  insisted  the  visitor,  **I 
put  ten  dollahs  in  here  six  months  ergo." 

**Why,  man,  yuh  shure  is  foolish.  De 
intrist  done  et  dat  up  long  er  go." — Chi- 
cago Daily  Sketch. 


Who  Should  Be  Boss. 

Once  on  a  time,  runs  a  modem  fable, 
a  youth  about  to  embark  on  the  sea  of 
matrimony,  went  to  his  father  and  said: 

**Father,  who  should  be  boss,  I  or  my 
wife?" 

The  old  man  smiled  and  said: 

'*Here  are  one  hundred  hens  and  s 
team  of  horses.  Hitch  up  the  horses, 
put  the  hens  into  the  wagon,  and  when- 
ever yon  find  a  man  and  his  wife  dwell- 
ing stop  and  make  inquiry  as  to  who  is 
the  boss.  Whenever  you  find  a  woman 
running  things  leave  a  hen.  If  you  come 
to  a  place  where  a  man  is  in  control  give 
him  one  of  the  horses." 

After  99  hens  had  been  disposed  of,  he 
came  to  a  house  and  made  the  usual  in- 
quiry. 

**I'm  boss  of  this  farm,"  said  the  man. 

So  the  wife  was  called  and  she  affirmed 
her  husband's  assertion. 

**Take  whichever  horse  you  want," 
was  the  boy's  reply. 

So  the  husband  replied,  "I'll  take  the 
bay," 

But  the  wife  did  not  like  the  bay  horse, 
and  called  her  husband  aside  and  talked 
to  him.    He  returned  and  said: 

**I  believe  I'll  take  the  gray  horse." 

*'Not  much,"  said  the  young  man, 
••you  get  a  hen."— Ex. 
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Railroads  and  Death. 

Daniel  L.  Cease,  editor  of  the  Railway 
Trainmen's  Magazine,  and  member  of 
the  National  Commission  on  Employer's 
Liability,  submitted  a  paper  on  **Com- 
polsory  Compensation  for  Injured  Work- 
men." He  said  that  the  railroad  casu- 
alty statistic  for  the  last  year  showed 
that  **9  men  were  killed  each  24  hours, 
and  that  1  was  injured  or  killed  every  7 
minutes.  One  man  was  killed  for  each 
206  employed,  and  1  was  injured  for  every 
9  employed.  The  working  life  of  a  brake- 
man  is  estimated  at  only  7  years. 

**Pull  statistics  covering  other  occu- 
pations are  lacking,  but  the  miners  claim 
that  4  men  are  killed  in  America  to  1  in 
Eorope;  and  it  is  admitted  that  mining 
ordinarily  and  normally  ought  to  be  ac- 
companied with  less  danger  here  than 
abroad. 

'^Structural  iron  and  steel  workers  and 
electrical  workers  stand  a  heavy  loss  in 
death  and  disability  only  to  be  guessed 
at  in  the  total. 

**Iti8  customary  to  aver  that  compen- 
sation for  injury  and  death  will  go  a  long 
way  to  reduce  casualties,  meaning  that 
employers  will  install  safety  devices  and 
exercise  greater  care  in  the  operation  of 
dangerous  machinery;  but  I  feel  sure 
that,  even  with  assured  compensation, 
and  the  most  perfect  safety  devices, 
there  will  always  be  a  most  terrible  loss 
of  life  and  limb.  We  have  reached  that 
stage  in  industry  of  which  it  can  be 
said  we  have  gone  **outputmad."  Every 
scientific  means,  every  mechanical  de- 
vice, has  been  employed  as  an  aid  to 
production,  and  with  it  the  man  has  been 
shifted  to  the  high  speed  which  reduces 
the  efllciency  of  safety  devices;  for  it 
places  the  entire  question  of  safety  auto- 
matically upon  the  device. 

**I  almost  wish  my  paper  had  been 
confined  to  the  specific  rules  for  safety 
that  arc  supposed  to  be  in  operation  on 


certain  of  our  railroads.  These  rules  are 
for  the  legal  protection  of  the  company, 
and  it  is  not  intended  the  employes  will 
observe  them  literally.  These  rules  are 
used  as  common  law  defences  against 
liability,  and  are  forced  on  the^  employe 
as  a  condition  of  employment. 

•*I  will  quote  a  paragraph  from  an  of- 
ficial railroad  bulletin  of  the  'protection 
to  the  employe'  kind;  and  then  I  will 
quote  from  a  letter  issued  by  a  superin- 
tendent to  his  employes.  I  quote  from 
the  bulletin : 

**  'Employes,  before  they  attempt  to 
make  couplings  or  to  uncouple,  will  ex- 
amine and  see  that  the  cars  or  engines 
to  be  uncoupled  or  coupled,  'couplers, 
drawheads,  and  other  appliances  con- 
nected therewith,  ties,  rails,  tracks  and 
roadbed,  are  in  good  safe  condition. 
They  must  exercise  great  care  in  coup- 
ling and  uncoupling  cars.  In  all  cases 
sufficient  time  must  be  taken  to  avoid 
accident  or  personal  injury.' 

**This  rule  is  for  the  legal  defense  of 
the  company.  Now  note  the  rule  for  the 
men: 

'*  'Entirely  too  much  time  is  being  lost, 
especially  on  local  trains,  due  to  train 
and  enginemen  not  taking  advantage  of 
conditions  in  order  to  gain  time  doing 
work,  switching  and  unloading  and 
loading  freight.  Neither  must  3'ou  wait 
until  train  stops  to  get  nien  in  position. 
It  is  also  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
enginemen  be  alive,  prompt  to  take  sig- 
nals, and  make  quick  moves.  In  this 
respect  it  is  only  necessary  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  old  adage,  which  is  a 
true  one,  that,  when  train  or  enginemen 
do  not  make  good  on  local  trains,  it 
thoroughly  demonstrates  those  men  are 
detrimental  to  the  service  as  well  as  their 
own  personal  interests,  and  such  men, 
instead  of  being  assigned  to  other  runs, 
should  be  dispensed  with.  I  am  calling 
your  attention  to  these  matters  with  a 
view  of  invigorating  energy  and  ambi- 
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tion,  in  order  that  your  families  who  are 
dependent  on  you  to  make  a  success 
shall  not  some  day  point  the  finger  of 
scorn  at  you,  and  that  the  public  may 
not  be  able  to  say  you  lost  your  position 
due  to  lack  of  energy  and  interest  in 
your  own  personal  welfare,  for  which 
you  can  consistently  place  the  responsi- 
bility on  no  one  but  yourself.' 

**Compare  the  bulletin  with  the  letter, 
and  note  the  difference.  I  say  to  you 
now  that,  if  railroad  employes  observed 
the  companies'  rules  for  safety  the  rail- 
roads of  the  United  States  would  be, 
within  twelve  hours,  as  hopelessly  con- 
gested as  they  possibly  could  be  if  a  gen- 
eral strike  had  been  in  operation  for  a 
week. 

**A  system  of  almost  perfect  mechan- 
ical production  has  been  installed,  and 
the  man  must  keep  pace  with  it.  So 
much  must  be  produced  per  man  per 
machine  per  hour,  and  the  man  knows 
if  he  falls*  below  the  minimum  of  produc- 
tion he  will  lose  his  job,  and  a  job  is  a 
job  even  in  this  land  of  opportunity. 
He  knows  the  inexorable  rule.  The  re- 
sult is  that  to  change  a  gear,  shift  a  belt, 
adjust  a  feed,  or  any  one  of  the  thou- 
sands of  ways  that  are  offered  a  man  to 
take  a  chance  and  keep  his  machine 
going  without  loss  of  time,  are  accepted 
at  the  price  of  safety,  and  he  pays  the 
price.    The  employer  pays  nothing. 

**So  we  say  advisedly,  until  some  rules 
of  employment  regulate  industry,  until 
it  costs  more  to  kill  a  man  than  to  pro- 
tect him,  until  the  man  and  the  machine 
are  brought  closer  to  the  relative  en- 
durance of  each  other,  and  safety  de- 
vices are  installed  that  autojnaticaily 
will  prevent  accidents,  we  will  have  an 
annual  casualty  roll  that  will  warrant  a 
repetition  of  the  statement, — the  mines 
are  stained  with  the  blood  of  their  vic- 
tims; every  skyscraper  is  cemented  with 
the  blood  and  brawn  of  its  builders; 
every  large  enterprise  is  baptized  in  the 
blood  of  its  workmen. 

**Does  it  not  appeal  to  you  that  there 
is  an  underlying  cause,  other  than  neg- 
ligence, that  is  responsible  for  the  cas- 
ualty record?  We  have  been  so  busy 
making  money  that  we  have  forgotten 
the  real  man  who  made  it,  forgotten  his 


family,  neglected  ordinary  rules  for  na- 
tional welfare  and  safety,  until  we  are 
overwhelmed  with  the  enormity  of  oar 
industrial  offences,  and  we  hope  shamed 
into  an  effort  towards  forcingrestitution. 
I  say  'forcing,*  for  it  never  will  be  made 
otherwise. 

**We  ask  that  every  human  sacrifice 
be  fully  compensated  without  having  to 
wait  for  the  delays  and  uncertainties  of 
the  courts;  we  want  the  injured  not  to 
have  to  sufifer  mental  pain  with  his  phys- 
ical ills  for  fear  of  the  future  for  himself 
and  his  family;  we  demand  medical, sur- 
gical, and  hospital  attention;  we  want 
certainty  of  responsibility  fixed  for  the 
employer,*  with  certainty  of  compensa- 
tion fixed  for  the  employe.  We  want 
the  defenses  of  negligence,  fellow  ser- 
vant, and  assumption  of  risk  eliminated; 
we  want  all  tiie  bommon  law  defenses 
now  open  to  the  employer  removed,  and 
the  professional  risk  to  rest  upon  t<he 
profession,  not  upon  the  man.  That  is, 
I  believe,  the  only  way  we  can  enforce 
compensation.'' 


A  Nilikm  a  Day. 

The  statements  made  by  Mr.  Louis 
Brandeis,  representing  the  seaboard 
shippers  in  the  railway  rate  hearings 
before  the  interstate  commerce  com- 
mission, to  the  effect  that  efficiency 
could  save  the  railroads  a  million  dollars 
a  day,  stirred  up  something,  railway 
employes  included. 

We  take  it  that  the  statements  made 
referred  principally  to  economies  in 
shop,  maintenance  and  construction 
work.  We  take  it  for  granted  that  of- 
fice work  is  doing  its  full  stunt,  and  as 
for  the  traffic  department,  when  it  is 
considered  that  two  engines  are  being 
coupled  together  and  manned  by  one 
crew  of  two  men,  that  trains  have  been 
doubled  in  tonnage  with  fewer  men  to 
the  train,  and  that  switching  service 
means  * 'rawhide''  all  the  time,  it  can 
hardly  be  supposed  that  the  office  and 
traffic  departments  were  included,  bat 
even  at  that  the  assertion  of  possible 
increased  efficiency  in  other  depart- 
ments cannot  be  passed  over  for  the 
reason  that  we  believe  the  ideas  back  of 
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grater  efficiency  are  more  academic 
than  practical.  And  the  term  * 'aca- 
demic" i8  used  with  the  understanding 
that  greater  efficiency  in  shop,  main- 
tenance and  construction  work  can  only 
be  had  at  a  greater  sacrifice  of  physical 
and  mental  energy  oh  the  part  of  the 
employe.  When  we  consider  that  de- 
mands now  made  on  him  put  him  out  of 
Uie  desirable  employes  class  at  the  age 
of  thirty-five,  because  he  is  worked  out, 
any  discussion  that  bases  its  results  on 
greater  demands  on  the  employe  is  not 
practical  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  con- 
servation of  humanity. 

No  one  denies  that  greater  results  can 
be  produced  by  a  general  adoption  of 
the  piece  work  and  bonus  system,  but 
what  of  the  men?  They  deserve  some 
consideration  which  they  have  not  been 
given  in  the  proposition.  It  has  been 
taken  for  granted  that  piece  work,  with 
wages  for  what  is  produced,  will  result 
in  greater  efficiency,  which  is  not,  strict- 
ly speaking,  the  fact.  The  incentive  to 
develop  skill  and  product  doubtless  would 
be  more  in  evidence  if  the  experience  of 
the  workmen  with  the  sweating  system 
as  encouraged  by  the  bonus  and  piece 
work  plan  had  not  been  turned  to  their 
disadvantage.  Experience  has  repeated- 
ly shown  that  extra  production  under 
the  high  speed  process  has  resulted  in 
advantage  to  the  employer,  who  has 
taken  it  all  to  himself  and  left  labor  no 
better  off  than  it  was  before  it  laid  down 
its  life  for  greater  efficiency. 

The  idea  doubtless  includes  the  saving 
of  time  **by  teaching  employes  the 
proper  motions  whereby  time  can  be 
saved,  of  having  a  mechanic  and  a  helper 
and  a  helper  for  the  helper,  all  of  which 
is  well  for  efficiency  and  production,  but 
does  the  proposition  include  any  as- 
surance for  tne  welfare  of  the  workmen? 
The  lower  paid  man  is  increased  in 
number,  which  is  not  a  desirable  result 
from  any  point  of  view.  What  benefit 
will  it  be  to  the  workmen  to  save  a 
million  a  day  if  they  go  backward  doing 
it?  America  does  not  stand  in  need  of 
lower  paid  wages  or  lower  class  work- 
men. If  it  is  to  be  anything  of  a  con- 
stnner  of  its  own  products  it  will  have 
to  provide  the  way  for  the  purchase  of 


those  products.  It  is  estimated  that  a 
man  now  makes  twelve  times  more  than 
he  consumes,  and  if  the  ratio  between 
his  production  and  consumption  is  worth 
anything  to  the  general  welfare,  higher 
grade  workmen,  and  higher  wages  must 
be  a  part  of  the  consideration,  not  many 
millioLS  of  human  machines  making 
studied  motions  for  the  simple  sake  of 
saving  a  million  a  day  that  others  out- 
side of  railway  employments  possibly 
may  fix  a  part  of  their  own  legitimate 
costs  of  living  upon  railway  employes. 

Railway  traffic  departments  were  ex- 
cepted in  the  statements  by  one  of  the 
most  important  witnesses  for  Mr.  Bran- 
deis,  that  is,  Mr.  Harrington  Emerson, 
who  wrote  a  book  on  **Efficiency."  He 
said:  **The  efficiency  of  the  traffic,  by 
my  standards,  is  very  high;  that  is,  the 
efficiency  of  expense  in  the  traffic  de- 
partment." 

We  aie  glad  to  know  that  the  traffic 
department  has  not  been  operated  at  a 
price  exceeding  its  worth.  E\en  if  the 
statement  had  been  made  to  the  con- 
trary, we  would  have  had  to  be  shown 
something  more  than  opinions  to  make 
us  believe  it. 

Another  question  that  entered  into  the 
discussion  was  that  of  labor  organiza- 
tion, which  has  been  described  as  one  of 
the  four  great  forces  dominating  railway 
management.  The  others  are  quoted  as 
the  government,  the  owners  and  the 
customers.  The  railway  union  and  its 
possible  interference  with  the  sugges- 
tions made  has  received  its  due  atten- 
tion, and  the  assertion  made  that  the 
unions  will  stand  in  the  way.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  they  will,  for  if  these  labor 
organizations  are  for  any  purpose  it  is 
for  the  protection  of  the  human  rights 
of  their  members,  among  which  are  in- 
cluded the  right  to  a  decent  job  and. fair 
wages  that  will  assure  them  of  a  chance 
to  work  for  wages  after  they  have 
reached  the,  now,  dead  line  of  labor. 
This  statement  opens  the  argument  to 
the  charge  of  labor's  opposition  to  the 
use  of  improved  machinery.  The  ob- 
jection is  not  to  the  machine  but  against 
abuse  of  the  man. 

The  entire  piece  work  and  bonus  sys- 
tem is  based  on  what  the  high  capacity 
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man  can  do.  The  basis  for  jading  his 
capacity  diffei-s  largely.  It  may  be  on 
his  strength,  his  superior  skill  or  his 
willingness  to  work  his  head  off  regard- 
less of  the  effect  on  himself  and  his 
fellows — usually  the  latter.  The  organ- 
ization plan  is  to  secure  minimum  wage 
payments  based  on  the  efficiency  of  the 
average  man,  not  a  sliding  scale  based 
on  the  performances  of  the  speed  hog, 
for  he  inaugurates  a  sweat  shop  sj'stem 
wherever  wages  are  based  on  piece  work. 
Labor  con  tell  a  story  of  injustice  in 
this  connection  that  would  shut  off  some 
of  the  scientific  efficiency  propositions. 
As  one  writer  has  said: 

**Under  a  perfectly  developed  sweating 
system  the  strongest  and  most  skillful 
workman  is  incited  to  produce  at  his 
highest  capacity.  His  output  is  then 
taken  as  the  normal;  weaker  and  less 
skillful  hands  are  penalized  for  falling 
short  of  it.  The  most  productive  hand 
gets  barely  a  decent  living;  the  less 
productive  gets  something  less.  That 
this  has  happened  over  and  over,  no 
impartial  student  of  the  subject  will 
deny.  Union  opposition,  in  short,  is 
based  upon  a  profoundly  pessimistic 
view  that  capital  preys  upon  labor;  and, 
if  it  discovers  or  develops  a  further 
reservoir  of  productiveness  in  labor,  will 
simply  appropriate  it,  leaving  labor  no 
better  off  than  before. 

*'This  pessimistic  view  has  much  his- 
toric sanction.  To  a  degree  it  is  a  heri- 
tage from  the  cheerful  days  when  labor 
was  put  in  jail  for  trjing  to  organize. 
Every  denunciation  of  labor  organization 
today  helps  to  perpetuate  it.  Only  by 
tolerance,  an  open  mind,  a  fair  judg- 
ment, a  modest  tongue,  will  any  advance 
be  made  toward  ameliorating  the  antag- 
onism and  suspicion  between  capital  and 
labor,  which  certainly  in  one  way  and 
another  costs  a  good  deal." 

But,  at  that,  we  find  a  champion  now 
and  then  who  knows  the  truth  when  he 
meets  it  even  among  the  scientific 
economists  and  who  tells  it,  too,  without 
blushing  for  his  argument.  Mr.  Benja- 
min Baker  is  one.  He  said  in  the 'Re- 
view of  Reviews  for  January : 

•*One  hasty  and  misleading  attack  on 
scientific  management  that   should  be 


*nailed'  is  the  assertion  that  organized 
labor  stands  in  the  way.  In  the  actual 
experience  of  those  who  testified  at  the 
hearings  in  Washington  this  has  not 
been  the  case.  Mr.  Gilbreth,  who  has 
done  construction  work  under  the  scien- 
tific system  in  such  a  labor  stronghold 
as  San  Francisco,  said  that  he  dealt  by 
preference  with  unions  and  union  men. 
The  unions  were  at  first  inclined  to  be 
suspicious,  but  as  soon  as  they  under- 
stood the  plan  there  was  no  opposition. 
The  reason  is  plain.  The  primary  object 
of  the  labor  union  is  to  get  work  for  all 
its  members,  and  to  secure  for  them  a 
minimum  daily  wage.  It  is  the  practical 
essence  of  scientific  management  that  it 
offers  to  every  worker  as  a  minimum, 
the  prevailing  day  wage  of  his  locality. 
Then,  in  addition,  scientific  management 
shows  him  how  to  earn  a  bonus  in  ad- 
dition to  that  daily  wage  by  performing 
his  work  more  efficiently.  He  does  not 
work  more  hours,  but  the  effort  he  makes 
is  all  work,  is  really  productive.  It  is  a 
safe  prediction  that  were  scientific  man- 
agement generally  introduced  into  our 
industries,  the  efforts  of  the  unions 
would  be  restricted  to  maintaining  the 
minimum  wage.  In  a  New  York  presn 
room,  under  a  strong  union,  the  press- 
men get  their  regular  $24  a  week,  and 
some  of  them  earn  bonuses  amounting 
to  as  much  as  $7  a  week.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  the  unions  are  held 
together  by  the  interest  of  the  members. 
No  union  could  long  stand  the  strain  of 
opposing  a  maximum  wage  that  is  within 
the  reach  of  every  member." 

And  every  fair-minded  employer  can- 
not argue  much  differently  unless  be 
takes  an  exceptional  case  and  tries  to 
prove  the  general  situation  from  it. 

Here  is  the  proposition  reduced  to  a 
few  terms  by  which  the  million  a  day  is 
to  be  saved:  **To  get  a  reasonably  higb 
return  from  outlay  on  labor  and  mate- 
rials, that  is  held  to  be  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal causes  for  the  high  cost  of  living." 
Witnesses  told  how  in  the  trades  the 
scientific  study  of  necessary  motions, 
the  time  to  be  consumed  in  making 
them,  organization  and  planning  of  work 
beforehand,  had  largely  reduced  the  cost 
of  production  while  at  the  same  time 
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wages  and  profits  were  increased.  It 
was  argued  that  since  these  things  had 
been  done  in  private  workshops  they 
could  be  done  in  railway  shops. 

The  argument  as  to  the  high  cost  of 
living  from  the  witnesses  who  argued 
that  railway  practices  contributed  to  it 
is  hardly  consistent.  They  have  prac- 
ticed all  these  things  themselves,  and 
living  is  still  high  and  rates  are  not 
raised.  In  the  face  of  their  arguments 
wages  are  low  and  production  far  ex- 
ceeds consumption. 

There  is  no  objection  to  the  railroads 
saving  a  million  a  day  if  they  can,  but . 
we  do  not  see  the  need  nor  justice  of 
taking  it  out  of  the  hide  of  the  employe 
to  save  that  of  any  association  of  ship- 
pers.—^The  Railroad  Trainman. 


The  Open-Shop  Menace  to  Labor. 

Trade  unionism  had  a  long  and  bloody 
fight  before  it  won  the  right  to  organize ; 
but  today  few  men,  however  hostile  to 
Uie  cause  of  labor,  would  dare  deny  this 
right. 

It  is  now  generally  admitted  that  work- 
ing men  should  have  the  right  to  organ- 
ize for  manuel  help  provided  they  do 
nothing  with  their  unions  except  to  hold 
meetings  and  pass  resolutions. 

The  attacks  on  unionism  are  now  made 
indirectly,  and  are  mainly  made  along 
the  line  of  the  demand  for  an  open  shop 
—that  is,  the  right  of  the  employer  to 
hire  union  or  nonunion  men  as  he  sees 
fit 

Of  course,  there  can  be  small  chance 
to  doubt  which  he  will  choose  so  long  as 
the  matter  is  left  to  him.  For  this  reason 
the  hottest  battle  over  unionism  is  over 
the  closed  shop. 

In  this  struggle  both  combatants  are 
perfectly  logical  and  both  are  working 
directly  for  their  class;  the  feelings  of 
the  great  mass  of  men  will  be  determined 
by  their  selfish  interests  and  their  natur- 
al sympathies  for  one  side  or  the  other 
in  this  conflict. 

The  financial  interest  of  the  employer 
and  the  employed  are  diametrically  op- 
posed to  each  other. 

The  employers  buy  his  coal  and  his 
iron  as  cheap  as  he  can. 


For  the  same  reason  he  buys  his  labor 
as  he  can. 

He  knows  that  his  propertj^  depends  on 
selling  his  product  liigh  and  buying  his 
raw  material  cheap. 

He  knows  that  to  sell  high  he  should 
control  and  limit  his  product  to  make  it 
scarce  and  dear,  and  that  to  buy  cheap 
he  should  be  able  to  get  his  raw  material 
in  the  open,  unrestricted  markets  of  the 
world. 

The  employer  is  .  interested  in  buying 
his  labor  the  cheapest  he  can  and  the 
workman  is  interested  in  selling  his  labor 
as  high  as  he  can. 

The  humanity  of  either  employer  or 
workman  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  case, 
for  unfortunately  the  laws  of  trade  have 
nothing  to  do  with  humanity. 

Thus  far,  the  workingman  has  no  means 
of  supplying  the  supply  of  labor  except 
his  union. 

Industrially  the  business  man  is  inter- 
ested in  buying  his  labor  at  the  cheapest 
price  and  working  it  the  longest  hours 
and  under  the  cheapest  and  poorest  con- 
ditions. 

The  unions  of  working  men  are  formed 
to  bring  about  the  opposite  results ;  and 
to  do  this  they  must  interfere  with  what 
the  employer  has  always  considered  his 
business. 

So  from  the  employer's  standpoint  the 
union  is  meddlesome  and  expensive  and 
destructive  of  the  employers  rights. 

Most  employers  never  seem  to  know 
that  they  do  not  own  the  business. 

They  own  the  plant;  the  workman 
owns  the  labor,  and  the  two  interests 
must  agree  to  make  a  business. 

Bitter  as  has  been  the  dispute  over  the 
open  shop,  the  employer  and  the  work- 
man have  always  agreed  upon  the  facts. 

The  employer  knows  that  the  open 
shop  means  more  work  and  less  pay  and 
poorer  conditions  and  more  profits. 

The  workman  knows  that  the  closed 
shop  means  more  pay,  less  work,  shorter 
hours  and  better  conditions. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  division  is 
so  clear  and  sharp  between  the  selfish 
interests  and  the  sympathizers  of  either 
side. 

Instinctively  both  sides  know  that  the 
open  and  closed  shop  is  really  vital  to 
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the  life  of  the  union,  and  the  employer 
who  is  against  the  closed  shop  is  against 
the  union  whether  he  understands  the 
case  or  not. 

To  deny  working  men  the  right  to  or- 
ganize is  no  longer  possible  in  this  way 
or  any  other  fairly  civilized  land. 

But  giving  the  employer  the  right  to 
choose  union  or  nonunion  men  as  he  will, 
the  advantage  is  always  with  the  non- 
union man  who  in  effect  is  a  traitor  to 
his  class. 

The  nonunion  man  is  chosen  because 
he  stands  alone,  because  he  is  hostile  to 
his  fellows,  because  he  is  easily  con- 
trolled, and  because  in  all  emergencies 
he  can  depended  upon  to  betray  and  de- 
feat his  fellow  workman  for  his  own 
narrow,  selfish  ends. 

Under  the  open  shop  the  hardest,  most 
dangerous  job,  the  longest  hours,  and 
the  smallest  pay  goes  to  the  union  man, 
while  the  easy  places,  shortest  hours, 
safest  work,  and  the  holidays  go  to  the 
nonunion  man. 

When  work  is  scarce,  it  is  the  union 
man  that  leaves,  and  the  nonunion  man 
that  stays. 

Both  employers  and  employed  know 
that  such  improved  conditions  as  the 
working  man  now  enjoys  has  come  large- 
ly from  labor  unions  which  have  been 
the  first  to  make  demands,  and  the 
strongest  to  fight  for  everything  that 
improves  the  wage-earner's  lot. 

It  is  not  in  human  nature  that  men 
that  have  borne  the  sacrifice  and  toil 
and  expense  of  sustaining  the  unions 
should  sit  idly  by  and  see  their  mem- 
bers punished  for  their  loyalty,  and  the 
scab  rewarded  for  his  treason  to  his 
class 

The  open  shop  never  was  anything  ex- 
cepting an  insidious  and  indirect  attack 
on  trade  unionism  and  trade  union  prin- 
ciples. 

An  industry  cannot  really  be  union 
and  nonunion  at  the  same  time,  and  the 
trade  union  is  not  completely  recognized 
until  it  is  able  to  insist  on  the  closed 
shop. 

There  is  only  one  place  where  a  union 
is  justified  in  waving  this  demand  and 
that  is  where  the  union  ^annot  get  jt,-=- 
Clarence  Darrow, 


Reduction  in  Sieeping  Car  Rates. 

Reductions  in  sleeping  car  tariffs,  ef- 
fective quite  generally  throughout  the 
country  on  February  1,  have  been  an- 
nounced by  the  Pullman  company. 
Taking  the  hint  from  the  recent  action 
of  the  interstate  commerce  commission 
and  several  state  railroad  commissions 
in  insisting  on  reduced  rates  in  both 
lower  and  upper  berths,  especially  the 
latter,  the  sleeping  car  company  not 
only  forestalled  any  further  govern- 
mental action,  but  actually  went  the 
federal  commission  one  better  by  adopt- 
ing in  several  instances  a  lower  schedule 
than  was  demanded.  Tariffs  as  filed 
provide  that  where  the  lower  berth  rate 
is  $1.50  the  upper  berth  rate  will  be  |1.25, 
and  where  the  lower  berth  rate  is  more 
than  $1.50  the  upper  berth  rate  will  be 
20  per  cent  less.  The  minimum  rate  for 
lower  berths  will  be  $1.50  and  that  of 
upper  berths  $1.25.  Another  entirely 
new  feature  of  sleeping  car  rates  is  the 
putting  in  of  an  intermediate  lower  berth 
rat-e  between  the  even  dollar  and  half 
dollar.  Heretofore  the  rate  of  $1.60 
would  carry  for  a  certain  time  and  dis- 
tance with  the  next  higher  rate  advanced 
to  an  even  $2,  the  next  $2.50,  and  so  on. 
In  the  new  tariffs  rates  of  $1.75,  $2.25, 
$2.75  and  so  on  upward  have  been  put  in 
wherever  it  was  necessary  to  bring  about 
an  equalization  of  the  lower  berth  rates. 
According  to  G.  S.  Pemald,  general  at- 
torney for  the  Pullman  company,  the 
new  tariffs  are,  with  three  or  fonr  ex- 
ceptions, wholly  voluntary  on  the  part 
of  the  sleeping  car  company.  He  is 
quoted  as  follows:  **The  Pullman  com- 
pany every  few  years  has  made  a  com- 
plete revision  of  its  tariffs.  Even  before 
the  present  agitation  by  the  public  we 
had  started  a  comprehensive  study  of 
the  situation  and  the  tariffs  just  filed  are 
a  cencrete  result  of  it.  The  complete 
tariffs  were  forwarded  to  the  interstate 
commerce  commission  on  January  21. 
The  tariffs  are  in  accordance  with  the 
plan  of  revision  throughout  the  country, 
which  was  laid  before  Commissioners 
Lane  and  Clark  at  a  hearing  of  all  the 
sleeping  car  rate  cases  in  Chicago  in  the 
early  part  of  December.    The  revisions 
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in  rates  and  reductions  made  are  volun- 
tSLTy  on  the  part  of  the  Pallman  company 
except  in  three  or  fonr  specific  rates 
which  were  passed  on  by  the  commission 
in  the  Loftus  cases.  As  was  stated  at 
the  hearing,  the  commission  haying 
established  the  principle  of  a  differential 
rate  in  favor  of  the  upper  berth  and  the 
public  generally  considering  the  upper 
berth  worth  less  for  occupancy  than  the 
lower,  the  Pullman  company  has  ex- 
tended the  idea  of  the  differential  rate 
throughout  the  country  and  has  thereby 
saved  the  necessity  for  further  com- 
plaints or  further  action  by  the  commis- 
sion iu  extending  it.  It  costs  the  Pull- 
man company  more  to  build,  maintain 
and  operate  the  upper  berth  than  the 
lower.  Notwithstanding  this  the  public 
seems  to  evince  a  belief  that  they  should 
not  pay  as  much  as  they  do  for  a  lower 
berth,  and  we  have  heeded  this  public 
sentiment  by  making  this  horizontal  re- 
daction throughout  the  country.'' — ^The 
Railway  and  Engineering  Review. 


The  Strength  of  Simplicity. 

Every  mechanic  knows  that  the  best 
machine  and  the  strongest  is  the  one 
built  on  simplest  lines  and  having  the 
fewest  parts.  It's  not  so  likely  to  get 
oat  of  order.  The  bank  note  which  is 
most  difficult  to  counterfeit  is  the  one 
with  the  fewest  lines.  The  greatest  men 
and  women  in  the  world  are  the  simplest 
men  and  women  in  their  tastes  and 
manners.  The  novice  in  literature  will 
invariably  use  involved  language.  The 
most  famous  writers  use  the  simplest 
language.  The  world's  best  orators  use 
Words  of  one  syllable,  wherever  possible. 
Their  illustrations  are  taken  from  the 
common  things  of  life.  The  greatest 
books  in  the  English  world  are  written 
in  the  plainest  Anglo-Saxon. 

Simplicity  is  the  elimination  of  all  un- 
necessary things  in  life.  Life  becomes 
roost  beautiful  when  we  can  brush  aside 
trivial  cares  and  worries  and  say:  **They 
do  not  count.  They  are  not  the  real 
things.  They  are  the  interruptions." 
Women  worry  about  elaborate  home 
fomishings — the  fancy  things  which 
collect  dust  and  worr^F  the  housekeeper 


to  death.  Simplicity  in  eating  saves 
from  dyspepsia  and  its  attendant  worries. 
Simplicity  is  restful  contempt  for  the 
non-essentials  in  life.  Therefore,  if  you 
would  be  cured  of  worry,  cultivate  sim- 
plicity— in  manner,  in  dress,  in  thought. 
Simplicity  is  not  weakness  or  ignorance. 
It  is  strength  and  knowledge  and  wis- 
dom. It  means  that  the  individual  has 
seen  the  folly  and  the  nothingness  of 
those  things  which  make  up  the  sum  of 
the  life  of  others. — Rev.  Chas.  Stelzle. 


Value  of  Unions. 

Let  him  who  questions  the  value  of 
unionism  cause  to  consider  for  a  moment 
just  one  thing  that  unionism  has  accom- 
plished. 

It  is  well  known  that  in  the  early  days 
of  the  present  factory  system  the  day's 
work  extended  usually  to  fourteen  or 
sixteen  hours. 

This  long  day  existed  for  all  workers — 
the  skilled  and  the  unskilled,  the  children 
as  well  as  the  men  and  women. 

The  workers  had  not  yet  learned  to 
organize,  and  as  individuals  they  were 
utterly  helpless  to  effect  a  change  in  the 
hours  of  their  labor  or  in  the  scale  of 
their  wages. 

There  were,  of  course,  no  laws  to  pro- 
tect them,  and  so  they  lived  entirely  at 
the  mercy  of  their  employers. 

The  normal  conditions  that  existed 
little  more  than  half  a  century  ago  in 
England  and  elsewhere  throughout  the 
world  of  the  factory  system  are  equaled 
today  only  in  certain  plague  spots. 

When  one  reads  the  stories  of  the 
misery  and  oppression,  the  long  hours 
and  low  wages  of  those  days  one  wonders 
how  the  workers  managed  to  live  at  all. 

How  much  the  condition  of  the  work- 
ers generally  has  been  improved  it  is  by 
no  means  easy  to  say,  but  we  do  know 
that  the  condition  of  the  workers  has 
vastly  improved  wherever  they  have 
learned  to  value  unity. 

In  those  trades  where  the  men  have 
known  enough  to  fight  for  their  rights 
and  to  stand  together,  there  has  arisen 
what  some  scoffers  like  to  call  an  * 'aris- 
tocracy of  labor.'* 

And  if  in  certain  trades  there  are  in- 
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deed  aristocrats  of  labor  it  is  simply  be- 
cause they  have  had  intelligence  enough 
to  fight  together,  to  pay  dues  tp  one 
organization  and  to  battle  always  with 
unity  and  solidarity. 

And  what  they  have  done  all  other 
workers  can  do. 

The  **ari8toerats'*  hold  no  patent  on 
their  method  of  action,  and  by  acting  in 
the  same  manner  all  other  toilers  can 
win  all  the  ** aristocrats*'  have  won. 

Now,  it  is  diMcult  to  ascertain  just 
how  much  union  workers  have  benefited 
by  higher  wages. 

In  that  matter  there  is  always  the 
question  as  to  Jbhe  increased  cost  of 
living,  which  makes  difficult  any  com- 
parison of  wages  here  and  abroad  or  of 
wages  now  with  those  of  forty  years  ago. 

The  best  one  can  do  is  to  compare 
wages  and  hours  today  in  one  trade  that 
is  organized  with  the  wages  and  hours 
in  another  trade  that  is  unorganized. 

This  has  been  well  done  by  the  depart- 
ment of  labor  at  Washington,  and  the 
figures  gathered  by  that  department 
show  beyond  dispute  the  enormous  bene- 
fits that  have  come  to  labor  as  a  result 
of  organization. 

Consider  for  one  moment  ttie  following 
facts: 

We  all  know  that  the  workers *in  the 
iron  and  steel  trade  are  poorly  organ- 
ized, and  we  find  that  the  hours  of  labor 
in  this  trade  are  from  sixty  to  seventy- 
two  per  week. 

The  hot  blast  men  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  work  about  eighty-four  hours 
per  week. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  all  know  that 
the  stone  and  granite  cutters  are  well 
organized. 

When  we  look  up  the  figures  of  their 
hours  we  find  that  they  work  about 
forty-eight  hours  per  week. 

The  bricklayers,  the  carpenters,  the 
hodcarriers,  the  painters,  the  paper- 
hangers  and  the  plumbers  are  highly 
organized  trades,  and  when  we  inquire 
into  the  hours  worked  by  these  men  we 
find  that  they  rarely  average  more  than 
fifty  hours  per  week. 

These  workers  then  are  the  aristocrats 
of  labor  simply  because  they  are  well 
united  in  their  trade,  are  loyal  lo  their 


organization,  pay  their  dues  and  fight  a 
common  battle. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find  an  argu- 
ment in  support  of  unionism  so  potent 
as  this  one. 

To  find  one  set  of  workers  like  the 
stonecutters  working  forty-eight  hours 
per  week  and  another  set  of  workers  in 
the  iron  and  steel  trade  working  eighty 
hours  per  week  should  alone  be  enough 
to  convince  every  toiler  in  this  wide 
land  of  the  value  of  unionism. 

Think  of  this  and  then  consider  how 
tragic  it  is  that  one  must  actually  pe^ 
suade  workingmen  to  believe  in  indus- 
trial unity  I 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  believe  that 
any  class  of  workers  should  be  blind  to 
the  value  of  unionism  or  loath  to  suffer 
almost  anything  to  achieve  it. 

And  what  astounding  evidence  of 
working  class  stupidity  it  would  be  if  the 
workers  of  this  country  should  without 
a  fight  allow  their  unions  to  be  crushed 
and  their  right  of  organization  taken 
away  by  the  capitalist  legislatures  and 
courts. 

The  value  of  unity  is  so  clear,  the 
gains  for  those  who  have  united  are  so 
evident  and  the  necessity  of  organiza- 
tion for  all  workers  is  so  g^eat  that  it 
would  seem  that  men,  if  they  have  in- 
telligence to  fight  for  anything,  would 
surely  fight  for  this. — Robert  Hunter. 


Steel  Orders  Increase. 

The  efforts  made  by  the  steel  mills  for 
new  business  were  rewarded  the  last  week 
in  January  by  larger  orders  and  specifi- 
cations for  some  railroad  material,  plates, 
fabricated  steel  and  wire  products.  Some 
of  the  railroads  fulfilled  a  few  longstand- 
ing promises  for  rail  tonnages,  but  bridge 
orders  were  still  woefully  small. 

Taking  January  as  a  whole,  there  is 
some  reason  for  encouragement,  but  in 
relation  to  mill  and  furnace  capacity  the 
tonnage  secured  is  not  impressive. 

It  is  now  recognized  that  the  advance 
in  wire  products  was  a  shrewd  move  to 
bring  in  specifications  which  were  on- 
comfortably  small. 

The  tin  plate  business  has  been  active 
because  the  spectacular  advance  in  pig 
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Uds  has  been  equivalent  to  a  reduction 
in  the  price  of  20c  to  30c  a  box. 

The  heavier  material,  outside  of  rails, 
seems  to  be  in  the  doldrums,  and  more 
consideration  for  consumers  seems  nec- 
essary to  stimulate  trade.  Including 
some  contracts  to  be  closed  soon,  the 
January  tonnage  of  fabricated  structural 
steel  will  be  about  90,000  tons,  against 
126,000  tons  in  January,  1910. 

Rail  contracts  probably  will  reach  400,- 
000  tons,  the  largest  monthly  orders 
8ince  October,  1909.  Locomotive  orders, 
too,  are  likely  to  exceed  400,  the  largest 
since  April,  1910,  and  car  orders  the 
largest  since  last  June;  but  it  should  be 
recalled  that  business  in  steel  and  col- 
lateral lines  contracted  for  40  to  50  per 
cent  in  1910  and  the  beginning  of  Janua- 
ry was  at  even  a  lower  rate. 

Oontracts  for  pig  iron  last  week  aggpre- 
gated  about  75,000  tons  in  all  districts. 
Competition  for  business  has  been  keen 
and  orders  have  been  taken  mainly  at 
minimum  prices. 

Consumption  is  decreasing  as  well  as 
output,  and  furnace  stocks  do  not  recede. 


Railroads  Assisting  tlie  Parmers. 

It  is  doubtful  if  the  railroads  have 
entered  into  any  new  departure  in  re- 
cent years  that  will  result  in  more 
material  good  than  the  educational  work 
tiiey  are  now  carrying  on  in  promoting 
practical  farming.  The  special  interest 
taken  in  the  science  of  intensive  farming 
along  their  respective  lines  has  assisted 
the  farmers  and  given  them  new  inspira- 
tions as  well  as  new  ideas.  Railway 
companies  are  spending  thousands  of 
dollars  annually  now  in  this  way,  even 
running  special  trains,  which  carry  ex- 
perts to  demonstrate  practical  methods, 
stops  being  made  at  every  rural  point 
.where  a  gathering  of  farmers  can  be 
secured.  Experimental  farms  are  being 
maintained  by  several  railroads;  others 
are  co-operating  with  the  state  agricul- 
tural colleges,  and  all  forms  of  encour- 
agement and  support  are  given  for  the 
improvement  of  farm  work  and  farm 
life.  While  this  is  costing  the  railroads 
many  thousand  dollars,  it  will  eventually 
result  in  a  great  benefit  to  the  country, 


which  of  course  means  returns  to  the 
railroads.  If  the  rural  worker  will  take 
every  advantage  of  these  great  educa- 
tional institutions  and  co-operate  with 
the  roads  wherever  possible,  a  closer 
union  for  material  progress  will  be  at- 
tained. There  are  many  interests  of 
this  nature  in  which  the  welfare  of  the 
farmer  and  the  railroads  are  identical; 
therefore  they  should  join  hands  wher- 
ever possible  to  promote  these  interests. 
Farming  and  the  railroads  represent  the 
two  greatest  industries  in  the  United 
States,  and  if  they  become  united,  co- 
operative, as  it  were,  in  their  commer- 
cial relations,  no  force  in  the  world  can 
stand  against  them,  neither  financial  nor 
political.  It  would  mean  the  elimination 
of  their  worst  enemies,  the  middleman, 
the  unscrupulous  politician  and  all  forms 
of  dishonest  schemers  who  have  been 
working  against  both.  Such  a  co-opera- 
tion, we  believe,  would  bring  about  a 
commercial  condition  which  would  be 
well-nigh  Utopian  for  both,  and  one  of 
the  greatest  blessings  that  could  be 
accomplished  for  this  country,  for  every 
element  of  our  industrial  life  is  depend- 
ent upon  these  two  great  factors — the 
farmer  and  the  railroads.  —  Railway 
Journal. 


Duty-Doing. 

Duty-doing  is  not  a  matter  to  be  put 
on  or  laid  off  like  a  coat.  Nor  is  there 
ever  a  moment  in  one's  life,  sleeping  or 
waking,  without  its  one  and  only  su- 
preme duty.  How  often  we  miss  this 
truth,  as  we  speak  of  a  day  being 
"crowded  with  duties"  in  implied  con- 
trast with  another  day  comparatively 
free  from  duties  I  There  is  no  such  dis- 
tinction between  days.  The  tasks  of  one 
day  may  be  more  burdensome  and  more 
multiplied  than  those  of  another;  but 
the  day  of  vacation  ought  to  be  just  as 
truly  and  as  fully  a  time  of  duty-doing 
as  the  day  that  racks  mind  and  body 
and  nerves  with  the  pressure  of  some 
great  accomplishment.  Duty-doing  is 
simply  doing  what  ought  to  be  done; 
and  life  is  not  worth  living  if  we  give 
ourselves  to  anything  else.— The  Railway 
Times. 
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For  NoR-Unionists  to  Ponder. 

Do  you  know  that  when  wages  are  re- 
duced in  times  of  panics  they  never  rise 
again  among  unorganized  workers? 

Do  you  know  that  each  succeeding 
panic  has  left  the  wages  of  the  unorgan- 
ized worker  smaller  than  they  were  be- 
fore? 

Do  you  know  that  in  spite  of  all  pan- 
ics the  wages  of  organized  labor  have 
steadily  advanced  and  the  hours  of  labor 
shortened? 

Do  you  know  that  if  the  wage  earners 
were  all  organized,  panics  would  be  less 
frequent  and  less  severe? 

Do  you  know  that  the  recent  cut  in 
your  wages  will  never  be  recovered  un- 
til you  organize? 

Do  you  know  that  the  long  hours  of 
labor  lesson  your  pay?  How  will  you 
increase  it? 

Do  you  know  it  is  a  duty  you  owe  your 
family  and  your  f ello w-craf  temen  to  join 
the  union  of  your  craft? 

Do  you  know  that  the  longer  you  de- 
lay joining  the  union  of  your  craft  the  *^ 
longer  you  will  be  in  bettering  your  pres- 
ent condition,  shortening  your  hours  of 
labor  per  day,  and  increasing  your  pay? 
— Scranton  News. 


Wc  BcllcvcThat— 

1.  Fraternity  will  bring  us  the  broth- 
erly affection  and  good  fellowship  of  our 
fellow  beings. 

2.  Co-operatioii  is  necessary  for  all 
real  progress  of  the  individual  or  of  so- 
ciety, and  in  order  that  each  may  re- 
ceive the  most  good  and  the  greatest 
profit  from  this  life  all  must  join  hands 
and  work  together  for  our  common  good. 

3.  Liberty  means  equal  rights  to  each 
and  every  one  of  us  and  special  privi- 
leges only  to  those  of  us  who  by  our  in- 
dustry and  economy  earn  them. 

4.  Protection  is  necessary  for  the 
family  against  the  time  when  sickness, 
accident  or  death  might  overtake  us. 

5.  Self-education  opens  wide  every 
field  of  opportunity,  and  that  each  of  us 
can  train  our  powers  into  a  force  that 
will  help  us  overcome  all  the  difficulties 
in  our  path  to  a  better  living. 


6.  (Godliness  allows  the  spirit  of  God 
to  enter  our  hearts  and  to  teach  us  the 
Ohristian  way  of  living. 

7.  Health  depends  upon  personal 
cleanliness  and  the  observance  of  the 
simple  laws  of  nature. 

8.  Harmony  produces  the  agreement 
of  feelings,  thoughts  and  actions  that 
make  a  happy  life,  and  that  music  is  the 
best  expression  of  harmony. 

9.  Industry  makes  all  things  possible, 
and  that  the  industrious  man  is  bound  to 
succeed. 

10.  Economy  is  necessary  to  inde- 
pendence, and  that  the  saving  man  be- 
comes the  prosperous  man. 

11.  Purity  of  life  is  the  bulwark  and 
foundation  of  the  home. 

12.  Recreation  is  the  companion  of 
industry,  and  is  as  necessary  to  a  happy 
and  contented  life. — The  Union  Leader. 


The  Strongest  Trait. 

The  man  whose  independence  is  his 
strongest  trait  is  the  fellow  whose  ex- 
ample we  should  follow  to  the  bitter  end, 
for  with  all  his  other  faults,  he  has  the 
courage  to  hold  up  his  head,  to  demand 
his  rights,  to  claim  his  recognition,  to 
compel  respect  and  to  dominate  his  own 
interests.  He  is  the  fellow  who  always 
succeeds,  for  the  reason  that  he  has 
both  manhood  and  pluck,  and  that  it  is 
a  big  undertaking  to  down  a  mortal  who 
possesses  a  proper  proportion  to  these 
priceless  qualities  in  his  makeup.  The 
independent  man  is  generally  the  sensi- 
ble man,  the  reasonable  man  and  the 
thrifty  man.  He  does  not  rush  in  *  *  where 
angels  fear  to  tread,"  headlessly  and 
foolishly,  but  with  calm  and  deliberately 
planned  action  makes  his  demands  and 
sees  that  they  are  granted.  His  very 
independence  makes  him  the  object  and 
admiration,  not  only  among  his  fellow- 
men,  but  also  with  those  by  whom  he  is 
employed,  and  who,  in  a  monetary  sense, 
at  least,  occupy  a  higher  place  on  the 
social  scale.  His  employer  may,  to  some 
extent,  inwardly  object  to  his  firm,  in- 
dependent demeanor,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  cannot  help  but  admire  it,  and 
to  respect  him  for  it.  Of  course,  inde- 
pendence   should  be  tempered  with  » 
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proper  degree  of  respect  for  the  rights 
of  others,  and  should  not  be  arrogantly 
and  impudently  made  manifest.  It 
should  be  diluted  with  dignity  and  sea- 
soned with  civility  and  courtesy  toward 
all,  and  generally  is,  for  the  man  who 
has  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  and 
who  will  stand  by  them  without  fear  or 
favor,  is  the  man  who  has  education 
enough  to  be  a  gentleman.  As  a  leader 
of  men  the  independent  man  is  abso- 
lutely a  necessity,  and  for  those  who  are 
among  the  wage-earners  of  the  earth 
such  a  character  is  vitally  important  to 
lead  them  onward  in  successful  demand 
and  accomplishment.  No  one  can  re- 
spect the  cringing,  cowardly  mortal 
whose  every  act  is  of  the  cur.  Only  the 
independent  man  is  worthy  of  the  name. 
-Ex. 


Desired  Legislation. 

I  propose  at  this  time  to  suggest  a  dec- 
ologne  of  laws,  desirable  of  enactment 
generally  as  a  matter  of  public  policy, 
and  particularly  for  the  benefit  of  the 
wage  earners,  those  individuals  whose 
brain  and  brawn  are  their  only  asset. 

Now  that  the  legislatures  of  the  various 
states  are  in  session,  the  present  seems 
the  opportune  time  to  call  this  to  public 
attention. 

1.  The  National  Employers'  Liability 
Act,  as  far  as  applicable,  should  be  en- 
acted in  every  state.  Only  a  few  of  the 
states  so  far  have  adopted  it. 

2.  Air  Employer's  Compensation  Act, 
providing  indemnity  in  extra  hazardous 
occupations  for  injuries,  irrespective  of 
negligence.  Such  a  law  is  now  in  force 
in  twenty-two  civilized  countries,  and  in 
the  state  of  New  York  as  the  only  one 
in  the  United  States. 

3.  A  law  of  procedure  making  con- 
tributory negligence  and  assumption  of 
risk  questions  of  fact  for  the  jury  and 
never  of  law  for  the  court.  Oklahoma 
has  this  in  its  constitution,  and  a  few  of 
the  states  have  adopted  it. 

4.  The  repeal  of  all  statutes  limiting 
the  amount  of  recovery  in  death  cases, 
leaving  the  assessment  of  the  amount  to 
the  jury  under  the  evidence. 

5.  The   fellow-servant  rule,   making 


the  employer  responsible  in  all  cases  and 
in  all  occupations,  for  the  negligence  of 
a  fellow  servant.  This  rule  too  fre- 
quently now  applies  in  the  hazardous 
and  extra  hazardous  occupations. 

6.  That  nine  of  the  twelve  jurors  may 
render  a  verdict.  This  wocdd  be  a  much 
needed  safeguard  against  jury  fixing. 

7.  State  laws  preventing  foreign  cor- 
porations and  nonresidents  from  remov- 
ing cases  to  the  federal  court.  This 
seems  now  t>ossible  by  a  provision  can- 
celing their  right  to  do  business  in  the 
state,  if  they  remove,  or  attempt  to  re- 
move, their  cases  to  the  federal  courts; 
but,  if  this  should  fail,  then  such  cor- 
porations cannot  complain  of  too  great 
a  burden  imFK>sed  if  compelled  to  take 
out  charters  in  the  various  states  and 
become  domesticated. 

8.  That  no  appeal  be  allowed  from 
the  judgment  of  a  trial  court  for  tech- 
nical error, — that  not  affecting  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury. 

9.  Requiring  the  trial  judge,  in  giving 
his  ruling  on  demurrers  and  final  orders 
to  make  findings  of  facts  and  conclusions 
of  law  to  be  filed  as  part  of  the  record  in 
the  case,  and  reviewable  on  appeal. 
This  would  have  the  efPect  of  importing 
a  seemliness,  and  if  I  were  not  a  lawyer, 
I  might  say  a  decency,  into  the  consid- 
eration of  such  matters,  now  so  sadlv 
lacking. 

10.  A  law  prohibiting  the  employment 
within  the  states  of  foreign  detectives 
or  foreign  detective  agencies. 

Like  the  Decalogue  of  old,  the  neces- 
sity for  these  laws  seems  quite  self-evi- 
dent, and  no  argument  should  be  re- 
quired to  enforce  them  upon  the  people. 
The  fact,  however,  is  quite  otherwise. 
**Thou  Shalt  not  kill,"  has,  as  seems, 
neither  been  a  preventative  nor  even  a 
deterrent  of  murder,  but  is  the  law  only 
of  the  remedy.  The  same,  in  a  very  im- 
portant sense,  is  the  fundamental  philos- 
ophy of  all  laws,  that  they  furnish  a 
means  for  redress  rather  than  act  as  a 
preventative.  The  present  suggestions 
are  entirely  along  these  lines. 

How  shall  we  obtain  these  laws?  you 
ask  I  If  you  wait  for  a  Moses  to  bring 
them  to  you,  engraven  on  tables  of  stone, 
you  will  wait  s^  long  while;   but  some- 
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thing  like  this  would,  in  fact,  have  to 
happen,  if  the  obtaining  of  them  were 
left  to  the  efforts  of  most  of  those  who 
will  read  this.  And  yet  you  complain  I 
I  suggest  that,  as  the  legislatures  are 
now  made  up,  you  and  each  of  you  write 
an  individual  letter  to  your  state  sena- 
tors and  representatives,  asking  them 
to  enact  these  laws  where  not  now  in 
force ;  that  your  lodges  and  brotherhoods 
memorialize  your  legislatures  to  the  ef- 
fect; and  that,  because  the  work  will 
last,  when  your  next  legislators  are  to 
be  elected,  see  that  capable  men,  men 
favorable  to  these  laws,  are  brought  for- 
ward, and  chosen  for  this  most  import- 
ant place,  and  that,  in  so  doing,  you  lay 
aside  the  rancor  of  party  politics,  and 
act  sanely  and  sensibly  just  once,  in  the 
face  of  political  affiliations. 


Why  i  Carry  insurance. 

I  carry  life  insurance  because  my 
worldly  possessions  are  not  sufficient  to 
maintain  my  wife  and  children  should  I 
be  taken  from  them.  My  wife  has  never 
had  to  make  a  living  other  than  to  attend 
to  her  household  duties,  and  her  time  is 
pretty  much  taken  with  them  and  our 
children.  I  want  our  children  to  be  good 
men  and  women,  an  honor  to  us  and  a 
credit  our  country.  To  do  this,  they 
must  have  education  and  home  influence, 
which  they  could  not  have  if  they  were 
to  be  separated.  I  want  my  wife  to  re- 
spect and  remember  me  when  I  am  gone, 
which  she  cannot  do  if  I  fail  to  provide 
for  her. — Fraternal  Index. 


A  New  idea  of  AccMent  insurance. 

At  the  national  convention  of  the  Brew- 
ery Workers,  which  met  in  Chicago  re- 
cently, the  delegates  considered  and  en- 
dorsed a  new  plan  of  accident  insurance. 
It  will  be  submitted  to  a  referendum 
vote  of  the  members,  and  if  approved, 
will  be  put  into  effect.  The  plan  is  this: 
It  seems  the  brewery  owners  have  been 
paying  for  each  of  their  employes,  $18  a 
year  to  insurance  companies,  who  guar- 
antee them  against  loss  from  lawsuits, 
etc.,  for  accidents  and  deaths.  They 
now  agree  to  torn  this  amount  into  a 


fund  to  be  controlled  by  a  commission  of 
seven  members,  three  to  be  chosen  by 
the  brewery  owners,  three  chosen  by 
the  union  and  the  seventh  to  be  selected 
by  these  six.  If  the  plan  isinaugrnrated, 
each  member  of  the  union  must  pay  into 
this  fund  |6  a  year,  and  if  a  workman  is 
injured  in  the  course  of  his  employment, 
he  will  receive  65  per  cent  of  his  wages 
for  a  period  not  to  exceed  fifty- two  weeks 
for  any  one  accident.  In  case  of  an  in- 
jury causing  protracted  incapacity  for 
work,  the  board  of  managers  shall  have 
the  power  to  make  an  allowance  by  way 
of  single  and  final  payment,  not  to  ex- 
ceed one-half  of  the  amount  payable  in 
case  of  accidental  death.  In  case  of 
death  through  accidental  injury,  an 
amount  equal  to  four  years'  wages  shall 
be  paid  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

The  acceptance  of  the  plan  by  the 
workers  will,  of  course,  carry  with  it, 
the  waiving  of  all  rights  to  enter  suits 
against  the  brewery  owners  for  accidents, 
causing  injury  or  death.  The  idea  is  to 
do  away  with  lawyer's  fees,  middlemen's 
profits,  etc.,  and  to  give  to  the  injured 
or  his  family  the  largest  possible  amount. 
The  opinion  is  expressed  by  those  who 
profess  to  know,  that  after  the  fund  is 
established  awhile,  it  will  be  large  enoogh 
to  provide  for  a  liberal  old  age  pension. 
The  plan,  upon  the  face  of  it,  seems  to 
be  a  fair  proposition  and  if  adopted,  its 
working  and  the  result  will  be  watched 
with  interest. — Leather  Workers'  Jour- 
nal. 


And  So  it  is.  (?) 

A  LEGISLATOR  is  the  only  man  who  can 
tell  whether  or  not  a  law  ought  to  be 
passed. 

An  executive  is  the  only  man  who  can 
tell  whether  or  not  it  ought  to  be  en- 
forced. 

A  judge  is  the  only  man  who  can  tell 
whether  or  not  it  has  been  violated. 

A  lawyer  is  the  only  man  who  can  tell 
how  it  may  be  violated  with  impunity. 

A  layman  is  one  who  cannot  possibly 
know  anything  about  a  law  without  see- 
ing a  lawyer. 

A  criminal  is  one  who  would  rather 
take  chances  than  see  a  lawyer.— Life. 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

All  oontrfbntioiis  to  oar  oorrespondenoe  columns  must  be  in  NOT  LATER  tluui  the  TENTH  OF  THE 
MONTH  to  insore  pablication. 

Articles  most  be  written  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Noms  de  plome  maj  be  used,  but  every  article 
Bnst  be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  and  address  of  the  writer  to  insure  insertion. 

We  shall  be  fflad  to  receive  articles  on  any  subject  of  sreneral  interest  to  the  fraternity. 

Sectarian,  partisan,  sectional  or  racial  discussions  will  not  be  printed. 

All  oommonications  are  subject  to  revision  or  rejection,  as  the  editor  may  deem  proper. 

The  editor  does  not  assume  responsibility  for  the  opinions  expressed  by  contributors  in  this  department. 

All  correspondence  pertaining  to  the  Advocate  should  be  addressed  to  S.  J.  Pbgo,  Editor  and  Manager. 
Vanol  Building.  St.  Louis.  Ho. 


President's  Message. 

The  new  constitation  has  come  from 
the  printer  and  is  now  being  distri bated 
to  the  membership.  I  recommend  a 
careful  reading  of  it  to  our  entire  mem- 
bership so  that  all  may  become  familiar 
with  its  contents.  The  good  work  done 
by  Chairman  Irwin  and  his  comrades  on 
the  committee  of  laws  in  the  convention, 
that  of  Secretary-Treasurer  Pegg  and 
Solicitor  Zachritz  in  revising  and  com- 
piling the  work,  as  well  as  the  work  of 
the  executive  committee  and  Grand 
Lodge  officers  in  St.  Louis  before  the 
Grand  Lodge  met  in  convention,  has  re- 
sulted in  a  finished  product,  giving  us 
the  best  constitution  we  ever  had.  I 
refer  not  only  to  the  subject  matter  of 
the  work,  but  also  to  its  arrangement, 
and  hope  all  who  are  to  be  guided  and 
governed  by  it  will  find  it  a  pleasing 
study  until  they  all  thoroughly  master 
its  contents. 

••Ignorance  of  the  law  excuses  no  one" 
is  the  maxim  of  the  legal  fraternity,  and 
ignorance  of  our  laws  will  certainly  be 
inexcusable  hereafter,  if  a  work  so  well 
arranged  to  give  information  on  any 
subject  with  which  it  deals  so  clearly 
and  accurately  fails  to  be  read  and  re- 
membered. 

With  the  passing  of  winter  the  usual 
stir  in  the  joint  protective  boards  is  be- 
coming^ noticeable.  Where  meetings 
for  consultation,  revision  of  schedules, 


electi6n  of  chairmen  and  other  officers 
and  members  of  the  joint  protective 
boards  have  not  yet  been  held  they  are 
being  arranged  for.  The  Bangor  and 
Aroostook  and  the  Boston  and  Maine 
are  among  the  first,  as  usual. 

On  February  15,  the  general  chairmen 
of  several  southern  roads,  forming  the 
Southern  Association  of  General  Chair- 
men, meet  in  Atlanta,  and  I  purpose, 
D.  v.,  to  be  present  to  confer  and  advise 
with  them. 

The  Illinois  Oentral,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  that  worthy  veteran,  Bro.  T.  J. 
O'Donnell,  is  being  asked  for  a  confer- 
ence for  a  representative  committee  for 
the  purpose  of  revising  the  1907  schedule. 
As  the  request  for  a  hearing  has  just 
gone  to  Chief  Engineer  Baldwin,  the 
result  of  the  interview  must  be  a  matter 
of  later  news ;  but  as  the  new  manage- 
ment of  the  I  C.  Ry.  have  pronounced 
themselves  as  favorable  to  organized 
labor,  there  should  be  no  difficulty,  at 
least  in  securing  a  hearing.  If  this  right 
is  refused,  the  ''Mississippi  Rebel,"  as 
his  comrade  on  the  Grand  Executive 
Committee,  Brother  Smith,  terms  *  *T.  J. , " 
will  be,  I  am  sure,  in  a  war-like  mood. 
But  I  will  not  anticipate  anything  so 
unlikely  as  the  request  for  the  hearing 
being  turned  down,  and  so  sincerely 
wish  them  Godspeed. 

Just  now  the  anxious  seat  is  in  Toron- 
to, where  the  commissioners  seem  to  be 
taking  an  unduly  long  time  in  getting 
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down  to  their  awards.  I  am  certain 
that  when  they  are  made  they  must  be 
favorable  to  our  good  folk  on  the  roads 
concerned.  Just  how  much  the  increase 
in  each  class  to  each  individual  will  be 
is  a  question,  I  fancy,  occupying  the 
minds  of  the  maintenance-of-way  em- 
ployes on  the  roads  in  question.  That 
the  increase  will  be  a  handsome  one,  to 
keep  p^e  with  the  cost  of  living,  need 
not  be  repeated,  and  I  have  great  faith 
in  Judge  McGibbon's  ability  to  deter- 
mine what  is  right  and  his  integ^ty  to 
put  it  in  words,  and  so  have  never  fal- 
tered in  my  faith  that  the  result  will  be 
one  which  the  representatives  of  the 
men  concerned  can  accept.  It  will  be  a 
sad  blow  to  a  scientific,  20th  century 
method  of  settling  wage  controversies 
if  an  award  was  given  which,  for  any 
reason,  did  not  do  justice  to  the  reason- 
able proposal  for  an  increase  in  rates 
made  by  the  men.  Before  this  gets  to 
the  reader,  the  awards  will  have  been 
made  and  possibly  meetings  held  be- 
tween some  of  the  joint  protective  boards 
and  the  managements  to  adjust  matters 
more  satisfactorily  all  round,  as  was 
done  in  our  award  on  the  Canadian 
Northern  a  couple  of  years  ago.  But  this 
is  prophecy,  so  I  will  wait  for  the  knowl- 
edge which  the  future  has  in  store  for  us. 

Organization  is  proceeding  apace  on 
several  roads,  and  more  inquiries  as  to 
our  Brotherhood  and  the  means  of  get- 
ting together  from  several  roads  not  yet 
organized  are  coming  to  me  than  for  a 
good  while  past.  The  high  cost  of  living 
is  hurting  our  people,  as  well  as  the  rest 
of  the  community  and  their  stomachs 
are  helping  them  to  put  their  brains  to 
use.  Isn't  it  strange  that  men  as  brainy 
as  the  maintenance-of-way  employes 
should  be  so  far  below  their  comrades 
on  organized  roads;  so  for  behind  their 
comrades  in  the  engine  and  train  service 
on  all  roads,  in  the  matter  of  getting 
together  and  sticking  together  to  secure 
fair  schedules  of  working  conditions  and 
rates  of  pay?  But  they  are  having  the 
need  of  it  strongly  enforced  upon  their 
minds  through  their  stomachs  and  their 
backs  in  these  high-priced  days. 

On  the  government  railways  the  board 
is  awaiting  an  interview  with  the  com- 


mission managing  the  system.  If  the 
rate  does  not  meet  their  approval,  I 
presume  they  will  apply  for  a  conciliation 
board.  I  have  heard  it  suggested  that 
the  act  does  not  apply  to  the  govern- 
ment system  of  railway  and  that  Mr. 
Borden,  the  leader  of  the  opposition  in 
the  Canadian  Parliament,  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald, a  prominent  supporter  of  the 
government,  are  opposed  to  the  govern- 
ment granting  boards  to  railway  em- 
ployes on  the  government  roads.  It 
appears  that  the  Lemieux  act  does  not 
provide  for  it  specifically  as  the  Mulock 
bill,  I  believe,  did.  But  surely  the  prop- 
er thing  to  do  would  be  to  amend  the 
act  so  as  to  make  it  apply  to  railway 
employes  whether  on  government  roads 
or  any  other.  What  the  government  has 
made  sauce  for  other  railways'  goose 
should  be  sauce  for  their  own  gander. 

Sister  C.  B.  Smith,  president  of  our 
Ladies'  Auxiliary,  is  holding  meetings  in 
lodges  in  Maine  and  I  am  very  sure  that 
much  good  will  come  from  the  trip.  She 
proposes,  just  as  soon  as  the  funds  ather 
disposal  will  permit,  and  as  soon  as  ar- 
rangements can  be  made  with  the  sisters 
and  brothers  on  our  southern  roads,  to 
make  a  trip  in  that  direction  and  invites 
correspondence  from  any  of  the  lodges 
and  members  of  subordinate  lodges  will- 
ing and  able  to  aid  her.  And  her  trips 
are  not  bounded  by  any  special  point  of 
the  compass,  but  East,  West,  North  and 
South,  wherever  her  services  can  be 
made  available,  she  will,  I  am  sure,  be 
glad  to  respond.  I  bespeak  for  her  all  the 
assistance  that  our  membership  can  give. 

I  had  the  pleasure  in  January  of  at- 
tending the  meeting  of  the  Federated 
Railway  Brotherhoods,  with  which,  I 
presume,  you  are  all  acquainted,  or,  if 
not,  it  is  a  matter  on  which  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  give  you  information  or 
send  yon-  a  copy  of  the  constitution. 
Briefly,  the  idea  is  to  bring  about  a  fed- 
eration of  all  the  railway  brotherhoods 
for  co-operative  purposes,  getting  better 
acquainted  with  each  other,  improving 
the  efllciency  of  the  services  of  the 
various  crafts  and  assisting  in  improv- 
ing conditions  by  elimination  of  friction 
and  strikes. 

President  H.  B.  Perham,  of  the  Order 
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of  Railway  Telegraphers,  is  chairman  of 
the  federated  body,  Brother  Franklin, 
of  the  Boilermakers,  is  vice-chairman^ 
and  Brother  Richardson,  of  the  Car  work- 
era,  is  secretary- treasurer,  and  at  the 
meeting  all  of  these  officers  were  re- 
elected. Various  matters  in  connection 
with  the  interest  of  railway  workers 
were  considered.  A  matter  which  will 
be  of  special  interest  was  the  formation 
of  social  clubs,  at  which  the  railway  em- 
ployes and  their  good  wives  could  meet 
for  social  intercourse  at  divisional  points 
or  wherever  such  gathering^  could  be 
best  held.  By  adopting  this  and  putting 
it  into  practical  operation,  our  people  in 
the  different  crafts  will  become  better 
acquainted  with  each  other  and  the  bet- 
ter they  know  each  other  the  more  har- 
moniously they  will  work  together  for 
the  common  good.  May  the  good  work 
go  on  until  every  organization  of  railway 
employes  is  included  in  it  and  are  all 
acting  together  for  the  good  of  each. 

The  new  year  has  opened  very  auspi- 
ciously and  the  clerical  department  is 
showing  that  our  members  are  waking 
up  to  the  responsibilities  and  privileges 
of  the  new  year,  and  I  thank  all  our  good 
workers  in  office,  field  and  lodge  for  cor- 
dial co-operation  which  the  activity  at 
headquarters  speaks  of. 

Last  summer  I  raised  the  salary  of  an 
organizer  who  had  been  doing  exception- 
ally good  work  and  in  reply  to  my  letter 
he  used  a  motto  which  I  will  give  to  the 
membership  in  connection  with  what  I 
am  speaking  of,  viz.,  hearty  co-opera- 
tion: '*Let  the  good  work  go  on." 

I  must  here  give  a  special  word  of 
commendation  to  the  many  writers  who 
are  making  our  journal  every  month  bet- 
ter worth  reading,  brighter  and  more  in- 
teresting, and  again  I  wish  to  say  '*Let 
the  good  work  go  on." 

I  am  g^ad  to  be  able  to  close  my  notes 
with  the  good  news  that  our  efficient 
secretary-treasurer,  and  manager  and 
editor  of  our  journal,  is  back  again  at 
his  office,  and  as  he  said  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  me  before  coming  ''as  fit  as 
one  of  Alec's  (Mr.  Gibb)  fiddles,  and  the 
best  one  at  that/'  Wishing  health  and 
happiness  to  all  our  good  people,  yours 
fraternally,        A.  B.  Lowe,  President. 


Iimisfree,  Alta. 


It  is  Sunday  again,  and  I  am  in  a  small 
western  village  just  for  a  day  on  my  way 
to  Edmonton,  where  I  have  arranged  for 
a  meeting  on  February  5.  I  hope  that 
there  will  be  a  good  turnout  of  the  boys. 

I  see  by  the  report  of  the  conciliation 
board  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  that 
the  majority  award  is  in  favor  of  the 
employes  as  far  as  the  rates  are  con- 
cerned, and  that  three  members  of  the 
board  agreed  on  the  rules.  This  looks 
good  to  me. 

I  had  a  letter  from  Vice-President 
Irwin  in  which  he  informed  me  that 
Brother  Fljozdal,  general  chairman  of 
the  Canadian  Northern  Railway,  is  sick. 
I  am  sure  you  will  all  join  with  me  in 
wishing  him  a  speedy  recovery  to  good 
health.  President  Lowe  writes  also  that 
Brother  Gauthier,  one  of  our  new  organ- 
izers, turned  in  eleven  hundred  dollars 
for  December.  Good  for  you,  Tommy; 
do  it  again  I  I  hope  that  success  may 
further  attend  your  efforts.  This  is  the 
high  water  mark  for  collections  for  any 
one  month  since  the  organization  began. 
Brother  Lowe,  I  think  you  should  have 
a  good  substantial  prize  for  us  organizers. 
Lay  out  a  plan  of  competition  and  award 
the  prize  to  Brother  Gauthier  for  the 
present.  I  am  anxious  to  do  my  little 
best  to  wrench  the  honor  from  Brother 
Gauthier,  but  I  do  not  expect  to  vanquish 
him  for  a  little  while  yet.  I  see  Brother 
DeDecker  has  made  things  hum  some, 
too.  Go  after  them,  brethren.  You  are 
both  doing  good  work. 

Now,  at  the  present  time,  Canada  is 
in  a  mixup  over  the  tariff.  There  has 
been  a  reduction  along  some  lines  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Canada, 
and  the  members  of  the  Canadian  Manu- 
facturers Association,  of  course,  have 
been,  as  usual,  looking  after  the  inter- 
ests of  Canada,  as  far  as  they  are  con- 
cerned. You  bet  that  everything  that 
has  a  tendency  to  reduce  the  profits  of 
our  friends  is  necessarily  wrong.  The 
farmers,  through  their  different  associa- 
tions, have  urged  the  Dominion  govern- 
ment to  reduce  the  tariff,  and  the  manu- 
facturers have  fought  it,  tooth  and  nail, 
as  usual.     It  would  not  be  so  bad  if  the 
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Canadian  workman  got  the  benefit  of  it, 
bat  he  does  n«t.  He  pays  it  out  in  the 
high  expenses  of  living.  I  came  very 
near  repeating  J.  J.  Hill's  assertion  and 
making  it  "high  living  expenses"  in- 
stead of  high  expenses  of  living. 

There  is  another  thing  that  we  should 
thank  the  Canadian  Manufacturers'  As- 
sociation for,  and  that  is,  looking  after 
the  laboring  classes'  interests  in  the 
matter  of  an  eight-hour  day  on  govern- 
ment work.  If  you  noticed,  they  fought 
that  to  the  finish.  They  know  that  we 
could  not  stand  a  reduction  in  labor 
to  eight  hours  a  day.  Not  being 
nsed  to  such  short  days  it  would  be  an 
awful  calamity  to  the  laboring  classes. 
I  fancy  I  can  hear  some  of  you  saying, 
**I  don't  see  it  that  way."  Well,  it  would 
mean  more  men  employed,  more  time 
for  the  laboring  classes  to  become  ac- 
complished and  finish  their  education 
through  their  having  more  time  for 
reading  and  recreation.  Ah,  yes,  recre- 
ation would  give  us  a  chance  to  spend 
more  money  in  our  spare  time,  when  we 
are  not  working.  So  yon  see  how  kind 
the  Canadian  Manufacturers'  Association 
is  to  us  poor,  deluded  mortals  who  know 
not  what  is  best  for  us.  Long  life  to 
you  who  compose  the  Canadian  Manu- 
facturers' Association,  who  never  weave 
nor  toil,  but  live  on  the  spoils  begotten 
by  your  system  of  keeping  the  masses 
in  subjection,  and  by  obtaining  your 
ends  by  creating  a  monopoly  by  having 
laws  passed  that  will  give  you  special 
privileges.  This  would  be  called  steal- 
ing in  any  other  walk  of  life  but  your 
own.  * 

Oh,  what  a  grand  lesson  we  could 
learn  from  our  friends,  the  Canadian 
Manufacturers'  Association,  if  we  would 
apply  some  of  their  methods  to  our  own 
class.  You  trackmen,  bridgemen,  car- 
penters, pump  repairers,  pumpmen  and 
signal  men,  when  will  you  get  wise? 
When  will  you  see  that  you  must  com- 
bine for  your  own  benefits?  When  will 
you  see  that  you  must  use  your  vote 
for  your  own  ends?  When  will  you 
see  that  you  must  keep  the  minions 
of  capitalism  out  of  our  house  of  parlia- 
ment? When  will  you  see  that  you  musl 
oontribote  toward  keeping  a  lobby  in 


your  different  houses  where  laws  are 
passed?  When  will  you  see  that  you 
must  h Jive  your  own  class  in  these  houses 
to  represent  you?  When  will  you  see 
that  you  must  take  an  active  part  in  the 
political  life  of  your  country?  You  will 
have  to  get  a  divorce  from  you  own 
party  and  form  a  party  of  your  own — a 
party  composed  entirely  of  laboring  men; 
men  whose  hands  are  calloused  from 
their  toil;  men  whose  lives  have  been 
in  bondage  from  the  day  of  their  birth 
to  the  present.  It  is  up  to  you  and  me 
to  demand  a  * 'government  of  the  people, 
for  the  people"  first  and  last,  a  repre- 
sentative government  for  the  masses 
and  not  the  classes,  and  especially  as  at 
the  present  time — for  privileged  classes. 

You  of  the  laboring  classes,  your  birth- 
right has  been  stolen  from  you,  and  it 
has  been  hedged  and  fenced  in  by  laws 
and  incumbrances  that  I  see  no  other 
way  of  regaining  that  birthright  than 
through  the  ballot.  I  wonder  how  long 
it  will  be  before  you  commence  to  use  it. 
I,  for  one,  would  like  to  see  a  start  made 
in  the  very  near  future. 

Now,  brothers,  my  letter  to  you  is 
about  long  enough,  so  I  must  bring  it  to 
a  close ;  but  before  doing  so,  I  would  like 
to  ask  of  my  brethren  who  are  party 
men,  do  you  ever  receive  any  material 
benefit  from  your  party?  Have  you  not 
been  sold  time  and  time  again?  Have 
you  not  had  your  hours  legally  pre- 
scribed longer  than  any  other  class?  and 
for  what?  That  you  might  have  a  bed 
to  sleep  on  and  three  meals  a  day,  and 
in  many  cases  very  meager  ones  at  that, 
while  the  few  travel  in  carriages  and 
live  in  their  mansions,  their  wives  and 
daughters  carrying  more  on  their  backs 
in  value  in  the  shape  of  clothes  and  furs 
than  the  majority  of  you  make  in  wages 
in  six  months.  Your  wife  and  mine  have 
to  fight  with  stoves,  furnaces,  and  what 
not,  to  get  a  little  comfort,  and  any 
little  comfort  that  you  get  you  must  pay 
nearly  ninety -nine  cents  out  of  a  dollar 
for.  Why?  Because  the  dice  are  loaded. 
The  game  of  life  is  unfair,  because  the 
laws  are  against  the  masses  in  favor  of 
the  few.  Who  made  them  that  way? 
Why,  your  party,  of  course.  I  do  not 
care  whether  you  are  a  liberal  or  a  toiy. 
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a  republican  or  a  democrat,  you  are  to 
blame  for  putting  your  enemies  in  power. 
Consider  this  matter,  my  brethren,  and 
see  if  there  is  no  outlet  for  the  working 
classes.  I  believe  that  there  is,  and  I 
think  that  when  our  servants,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  different  law-making  bodies 
of  Canada  and  the  United  States,  learn 
the  lesson  that  we,  the  masses,  expect 
and  must  have  obedience  to  our  wishes 
or  there  would  be  a  politician  looking 
for  a  job  elsewhere.  That  he  must  refer 
these  laws  to  the  people,  that  the  people 
must  pass  judgment  on  them  and  instruct 
them  what  laws  to  pass,  and  the  mem- 
ber failing  to  comply  with  the  instruc- 
tions g^ven  would  be  put  out  of  office 
and  somebody  else  put  in  who  would  do 
as  the  people  desired.  In  this  way,  an 
outlet  will  be  found.  Will  you  take  a 
hand  in  this  and  throw  these  loaded-dice 
gentlemen  down  to  where  they  belong? 

Now,  I  am  closing  in  hopes  that  you 
of  the  roadmaster's  and  bridge  and 
building  master's  departments  are  com- 
bining in  our  noble  Brotherhood  for  the 
betterment  of  our  classes,  and  wishing 
yon  one  and  all  a  prosperous  year,  I  am, 
yours  in  B.  L.  and  XJ., 

Geo.  Keays,  Organizer. 

[Hello,  brothers  of  Lodge  No.  323.  Don't 
forget  your  meetings  on  the  fourth  Sun- 
day of  each  month,  room  No.  9,  Trades 
Hall,  Winnipeg.  All  members  are  wel- 
come at  these  meetings. — G.  K.] 


the  freight  conductor  a  few  years  ago 
received  the  same  pay  as  you.  What  is 
he  getting  today?  What  secured  it  for 
him?  Brothers,  get  in  line.  There  isno 
more  science  in  his  line  of  work  than 
there  is  in  our  own.  We  have  two  of  the 
hardest  problems  to  contend  with ;  one 
^s  to  put  our  track  in  perfect  condition, 
and  the  olher  is  to  control  a  gang  of  men. 
Now,  brothers,  let's  all  stand  firm,  put 
on  a  solid  front  and  we  can  accomplish 
anything  that  is  within  the  bounds  of 
reason.  An  up-to-date  and  well  founded 
organization  has  its  influence  in  improv- 
ing the  wage  conditions  without  strikes. 
There  is  no  business  until  the  owner  of 
the  factory  and  the  workmen  meet, 
agree  upon  terms  and  the  men  enter  the 
factory  and  go  to  work.  The  employer 
puts  his  money  into  the  business  and  the 
workman  his  life.  One  has  as  much 
right  as  the  other  to  regulate  that  busi- 
ness.   Yours  in  B.  L.  and  XJ., 

Journal  Agent. 


Lodge  No.  285. 


Well,  brothers  on  the  west  end,  brace 
up  and  get  in  line  with  us.  We  are  having 
splendid  meetings  now,  thirty-one  mem- 
bers being  present  at  the  last  one.  It 
begins  to  look  like  business.  Brothers, 
we  should  all  take  hold  and  make  1911 
the  greatest  year  of  all  for  our  Brother- 
hood. 

When  railroading  first  started  in  this 
country  the  engineers,  conductors  and 
section  foremen  were  paid  the  same  sal- 
ary, but  look  where  the  engineers  and 
conductors  are  today.  They  have  left 
us  behind  and  it  was  all  brought  about 
by  organized  effort  on  their  part.  This 
is  what  has  made  the  gulf  between  us. 

Brothers,  most  of  you  can  remember 


Organizer  Ohas.  Peterson. 
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Piedmont  Lodge  No.  404. 


I  will  now  endeavor  to  send  my  ftrat 
oommanioation  since  my  election  as 
journal  agent.  I  was  elected  journal 
agent  at  our  last  election  of  officers  and 
requested  by  the  lodge  to  write  for  the 
Advocate  as  often  as  I  could.  I  am 
such  a  poor  hand  to  compose,  that  I  am 
almost  ashamed  to  undertake  to  try  to 
write  a  letter  for  publication,  but  I  will 
do  the  best  I  can  and  if  I  find  my  efforts 
are  acceptable  I  will  certainly  want  to 
write  again. 

I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  belong  to 
Piedmont  Lodge  No.  404,  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
and  also  glad  that  I  am  with  so  many  of 
our  boys  who  think  enough  of  them- 
selves and  the  Brotherhood  to  keep  their 
dues  paid  up.  f  have  just  received  a  let- 
ter from  our  secretary,  Brother  Case, 
who  has  just  completed  a  canvass  of  the 
west  end  of  the  division.  He  tells  me 
that  he  only  passed  four  who  did  not 
pay  up  their  dues  for  the  first  half  of 
1911  and  has  the  promise  that  they,  also, 
will  pay  up  soon. 

I  would  like  to  say  to  the  boys  on  the 
north  end  of  this  division  and  all  of  you 
on  the  S.  A.  L.,  "How  is  this  for  a  line 
up?''  We  boys  on  the  Birmingham  end 
of  the  third  division  are  made  of  the 
proper  stuff  and  I  believe  that  all  the 
boys  on  the  S.  A.  L.  are  good  boys,  but 
some  are  a  little  neglectful  when  it  comes 
time  to  pay  up  dues. 

I  am  also  glad  that  I  belong  to  this 
good  and  gprand  old  Order,  the  Interna- 
tional Brotherhood  of  Maintenance-of- 
Way  Employes  and  I  am  glad  that  I  am 
working  for  a  road  whose  officials  recog- 
nize the  Order  and  its  officers  and  mem- 
bers. I  need  not  take  up  time  and 
space  here  to  tell  of  the  benefits  of  this 
Brotherhood  for  all  who  belong  to  it.  I 
have  been  in  it  for  some  time,  and  know 
what  it  has  done.  We  are  looking  for- 
ward to  the  time,  and  it  may  come  soon, 
when  we  will  not  have  any  unorganized 
maintenance-of-way  employes  on  our 
railways.  It  is  a  known  fact  that  the 
railway  officials  who  have  had  any  ex- 
perience with  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  have 
already  learned  that  we  have  only  come 
together  to  demand  our  rights  and  not  to 


the  detriment  of  the  company  tve  woric 
for.  We  are  striving  hard  to  build  up 
our  craft  with  intelligent  and  industrious 
men  and  the  way  we  will  do  this  is  to 
have  a  wage  scale  that  will  justify  edu- 
cated and  intelligent  men  to  take  np  the 
work  of  our, trade.  * 

Wake  up,  you  boys  on  the  S.  A.  L. 
Let  every  man  pay  up  his  dues  and  then 
get  behind  the  joint  protective  board 
and  support  them.  They  are  in  tbe  lead, 
and  as  they  begin  to  pull,  let  us  get  be- 
hind and  push,  and  something  will  be 
doing.  Now,  brothers,  don't  say,  **I 
have  done  all  I  am  going  to  do  until  the 
Brotherhood  does  something. ' '  My  good 
brothers  who  talk  that  way,  do  you 
know  who  **They"  are.  If  you  think  it 
is  the  joint  protective  board  you  are 
mistaken.  Neither  are  **They"  the 
Grand  Lodge  officers.  Did  you  ever  go 
to  your  tool  house  at  work  time  in  the 
morning,  with  a  big  day's  work  ahead  of 
yon  all  planned,  and  oh  t  how  ^nzioos 
you  were  to  get  out,  and  when  you  got 
there,  three  or  four  of  your  men  whom 
you  intended  to  work  that  day  were  not 
there?  Then  you  puff  and  blow  awhile, 
but  that  does  not  do  the  work  or  you 
any  good.  I  know  that  we  have  a  good 
joint  protective  board,  men  who  want  to 
do  something  for  us  but  unless  we  do  our 
part  the  board  cannot  do  anything  for 
US  no  more  than  you  could  that  big  day's 
work  with  three  or  four  of  your  men 
missing. 

Brothers,  our  part  in  this  great  work 
is  to  keep  our  dues  paid  up  to  date.  Stop 
gprumbling  so  much  about  what  the  oth- 
er fellow  has  done  or  has  not  done.  We 
have  not  time  to  talk  about  the  little 
wrongs  Brother  A  or  Brother  B  has  done, 
but  we  must  get  busy  and  go  to  work  to 
better  our  conditions. 

The  only  way  I  see  is  for  one  and  all 
to  line  up  and  stay  that  way,  and  some- 
thing will  surely  happen.  I  have  no 
patience  with  a  man  who  says,  *  *yes,  I 
am  going  to  pay  up  next  pay  day"  and 
goes  on  until  next  pay  day  comes  and 
then  decides  that  he  needs  his  money 
worse  than  the  Brotherhood,  and  puts  it 
ofF  again.  I  certainly  earn  all  I  get,  bat 
after  I  pay  my  dues  I  have  a  good  mar^ 
gin  left  on  the  last  raise  we  got.    Don't 
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you  believe  we  would  ever  be  getting  the 
wages  we  are  had  it  not  been  for  the 
Brotherhood.  You  all  know  that  we  are 
not  getting  what  we  ought  to  have  now, 
when  we  consider  the  cost  of  living.  It 
fcakes  a  little  more  than  I  am  making  to 
meet  my  expenses  and  send  my  children 
to  school.  It  is  true  that  I  have  a  lai^e 
family,  as  you  have  already  seen  in  my 
daughter's  letter  in  the  February  journal, 
and  by  the  way,  she  made  a  little  mis- 
take in  the  count,  she  has  five  brothers 
instead  of  fonr,  but  I  i^m  proud  of  them 
all. 

Well,  before  you  read  this  letter,  if  it 
does  not  drop  in  the  basket,  we  will  hold 
onr  second  meeting  and  make  three  or 
four  new  members. 

I  have  just  looked  in  the  February 
Advocate  and  seen  so  many  good  let- 
ters. Oh,  I  think  if  I  could  write  such 
good  letters  as  some  do,  I  would  always 
be  coming.  I  am  very  much  impressed 
with  Sister  Byrd's  letter  as  it  speaks  my 
sentiment.  All  of  you  who  have  bad 
sickness  in  your  homes  have  my  deepest 
sympathy.  Let  us  all  read  more  letters 
from  the  S.  A.  L. ,  we  get  closer  together 
in  that  way. 

Before  I  close,  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  about  my  Boston  trip,  but  it  is 
rather  late,  as  it  is  quite  awhile  since 
we  delegates  returned  home  from  the 
convention.  I  surely  did  enjoy  my  trip. 
It  makes  one  very  much  enthused  to  get 
together  with  such  men  as  composed  the 
convention  at  Boston.  I  believe  that 
this  was  the  best  Grand  Lodge  meeting 
the  Brotherhood  has  ever  held  and  I 
know  that  we  have  got  a  good  lot  of 
Grand  Lodge  officers,  and  I  believe 
that  they  will  do  their  best  to  make 
1911  and  1912  the  banner  years  of  the 
Brotherhood,  though  it  is  just  what  we 
make  it.  Every  m.ember,  whether  an 
officer  or  a  private  has  something  to  do 
and  must  do  something  if  we  want  this 
great  and  grand  Order  to  grow  and  ac- 
complish what  it  was  intended  to.  There 
is  an  old  adage  "Patience  and  persever- 
ance is  the  road  to  success,"  and  there 
is  also  a  saying  of  one  of  our  great  men, 
the  founder  of  our  great  Methodism, 
John  Wesley,  "All  at  work  and  work  all 
the  time,"     So  let  each  one  of  us  play 


our  part  in  this  great  work  and  do  all 
things  right  and  in  the  right  way,  and 
Qod,  who  desires  all  good  things,  will 
lead  us  from  conquest  to  victory. 

Pardon  such  a  long  letter,  I  will  ring 
off,  wishing  the  editor  and  his  readers  a 
most  successful  year.    Yours  fraternally , 
Journal  Agent. 


Fort  FrancU  Lodge  No.  313. 

Having  been  elected  journal  i^^nt  at 
our  last  meeting,  it  is  my  duty  to  try  my 
hand  and  see  how  it  looks  in  print.  Our 
meeting  was  held  on  January  15  and 
everything  went  off  fine,  the  only  diffi- 
culty being  that  not  as  many  of  the  boys 
turned  out  as  we  expected.  We  bad 
made  arrangements  for  a  full  lodge  room 
on  account  of  it  being  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  but  there  was  room  for  a  few 
more. 

Now,  boys,  wake  up  and  attend  the 
meetings  of  your  lodge  and  let  us  get  in 
touch  with  what  is  going  on.  I  enjoy 
being  there  very  much,  sitting  with  my 
ears  cocked,  taking  it  all  in. 

Don't  forget  that  this  is  the  time  for 
you  to  get  your  working  card  for  the 
first  half  of  1911.  Don't  forget  that 
there  is  50  cents  local  lodge  dues  in  ad- 
dition to  your  g^and  and  protective  dues. 
A  number  of  the  brothers  forgot  to  pay 
up  their  local  lodge  dues  last  year.  They 
are  still  owing  and  this  year  will  have  to 
pay  for  the  present  half  as  well  as  the 
last.  It  is  much  better  if  you  pay  them 
when  they  are  due.  Then  the  amount 
doesn't  seem  so  much.  A  man  is  not 
entitled  to  a  working  card  under  the  new 
constitution  until  his  local  lodge  dues 
are  paid. 

We  were  badly  disappointed  that  our 
general  chairman  was  not  present  at  our 
meeting,  as  the  brothers  were  anxious 
to  hear  what  he  had  to  say. 

I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  with 
regard  to  the  men  on  this  division  who 
call  themselves  union  men.  When  a 
Grand  Lodge  organizer  comes  along  they 
will  line  up  and  pay  their  dues  for  the 
first  half  year,  and  think  it  requires  noth- 
ing more  to  keep  them  in  good  standing 
so  long  as  they  stick  to  the  old  hand  car. 
Now,  for  this  kind  of  man,  I  think  it  is 
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necessary  that  each  good  union  man 
shoold  be  an  organizer  and  escort  a  few 
of  them  to  the  lodge  room  occasionally 
and  have  them  square  themselves,  and 
when  they  attend  a  couple  of  meetings, 
read  their  Advocate,  and  get  their  eyes 
opened  to  what  the  organization  is  doing 
for  them,  they  will  never  be  late  for  the 
meetings  or  behind  with  their  dues.  I 
will  close  for  this  time  and  if  this  does 
not  hit  the  waste  basket  I  will  come 
.again.    Tours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal.  Agbnt. 


North  Baittleford*  SbiaK. 

I  expect  I  will  have  to  write  again  for 
the  Advocate  so  as  to  have  it  in  time. 
Did  you  notice  a  letter  from  our  journal 
agent  in  the  January  number?  Yes, 
brothers  of  Lodge  No.  486, 1  did  certainly 
fail  you,  but  I  was  more  interested  in 
something  else  at  that  time.  You  all 
know  now  what  it  was — the  life  of  my 
youngest  boy.  That  seemed  to  be  of 
more  value  Just  then  than  anything  else. 
Certainly,  I  could  have  wired  you,  but 
to  tell  the  truth  your  meeting  slipped 
my  memory  until  it  was  over,  so,  broth- 
ers, if  I  can  be  forgiven  this  time,  I  will 
be  thankful. 

Another  thing  in  this  brother's  letter, 
and  that  is,  he  asks  the  question  whether 
an  organizer  can  be  taken  to  task  by 
the  rank  and  file.  Certainly.  Is  it  not 
your  money  that  pays  our  wages,  and 
that  being  the  case,  are  we  not  responsi- 
ble to  the  Brotherhood  at  large?  I  con- 
sider myself  your  servant  as  much  as 
anybody  else's.  I  consider  everybody 
in  the  office,  from  the  grand  president 
down,  a  servant  of  the  Brotherhood. 

Now,  brothers,  what  do  you  think  of 
this  subject?  Should  there  be  internal 
strife  in  our  ranks?  I  say  there  should 
not  be,  but  there  seems  to  be  a  certain 
amount  of  it  bound  to  creep  in.  Why  is 
it?  Brothers,  I  believe  it  is  because  you 
and  I  do  not  educate  ourselves  enough. 
How  many  of  you  make  a  study  of  your 
constitution?  I  wonder  if  one  per  cent 
of  you  do  that.  Still,  the  other  ninety- 
nine  per  cent  should  do  so.  How  do  you 
expect  to  carry  on  the  business  properly 
if  you  do  not  know  the  legal  way  to  do 


business?  You  failing  to  do  business  in 
the  proper  way  makes  it  bad  on  account 
of  friction,  etc.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  yon  and  I  should  make  a  deep  study 
of  this  matter. 

In  my  trips  I  am  continuously  being 
asked  about  the  proper  way  of  taking  up 
grievances,  etc.  For  the  information  of 
all,  I  am  not  supposed  to  advise  you,  as 
that  is  other  people's  affair,  but  there 
are  so  many  questions  asked  that  it 
seems  hard  to  not  say  something.  If  1 
appear  ignorant  to  you  on  that  subject, 
do  not  blame  me,  for  I  am  not  supposed 
to  do  that  work,  but  if  you  will  read 
your  constitution  you  will  know  as  much 
about  it  as  I  do. 

Well,  brother  organizers,  what  kind  of 
weather  are  you  having?  For  my  part 
we  are  having  awful  storms — thirty-five 
to  fifty-four  degrees  below  zero,  gales 
blowing  in  Manitoba,  and  the  West  is 
the  worst  that  we  have  had  for  some 
time.  People  have  frozen  in  Winnipeg, 
North  Portal  and  other  places,  and  I 
have  felt  King  Frost  myself,  having  had 
my  face  and  ears  and  nose  frozen,  al- 
though slightly.  The  train  service  has 
been  from  one  hour  to  thirty-four  lat«, 
so  it  certainly  has  been  very  pleasant, 
I  don't  think. 

Now,  what  is  the  matted  with  these 
conciliation  boards  of  the  Canadian 
Northern,  Canadian  Pacific  and  Qrand 
Trunk  Pacific?  Are  they  all  dead,  or 
what  is  the  matter  with  them?  I  should 
think  that  they  could  have  disposed  of 
all  evidence  offered  and  made  up  their 
minds  by  this  time.  It  does  seem  to  be 
an  unearthly  long  time  since  they  started 
to  take  evidence — nearly  four  months 
now.  I  should  think  their  verdict  could 
be  heard  by  this  time.  I  have  every 
confidence  in  our  own  boys  being  there 
with  the  goods,  but  one  would  think  the 
board  could  examine  all  the  witnesses 
and  then  some  in  four  months.  I  hope 
before  this  letter  will  have  appeared  in 
print  that  they  will  have  rendered  their 
verdict  so  we  will  know  what  we  are  up 
against. 

I  must  tell  all  the  brethren  who  know 
Roadmaster  Sevick  of  the  Canadian 
Northern  that  he  has  been  very  sick 
since  his  return  from  Toronto.    On  his 
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way  home  he  got  a  severe  cold,  and 
upon  his  arrival  in  Winnipeg  he  had  to 
go  to  St.  Boniface  Hospital,  where  he 
remained  for  two  weeks.  He  is  now 
convalescent  and  able  to  be  around 
again.  I  hope  he  will  be  o.  k.  in  the 
near  fntore,  as  I  am  sare  all  you  who 
know  him  will. 

Now,  I  am  going  to  close  for  this  time, 
but,  say!  don't  forget  to  come  to  St. 
Garry  lodge  meeting  the  fourth  Sunday 
of  each  month,  in  room  No.  9,  Trades 
hall,  at  14  o'clock.  Visiting  brethren 
are  welcome,  and  our  own  members  are 
more  than  welcome,  so  see  that  you 
come.  Canadian  Pacific  boys  in  Winni- 
peg, we  would  welcome  you  to  our 
meetings. 

Now,  brethren  of  Lodges  Nos.  207  and 
323,  what  is  the  matter  with  our  arrang- 
ing a  joint  meeting.  Say  every  three 
months  and  turn  out  en  masse.  The 
idea  would  be  beneficial  to  all  concerned 
on  account  of  exchange  of  ideas.  Say, 
brethren  of  Lodge  No.  323,  take  this  up 
in  your  meetings,  and  if  you  think  well 
of  it,  send  invitations  to  No.  207  to  visit 
you  on  your  next  meeting.  We  belong 
to  the  one  Order,  and  why  not  mix  a 
little?  Now,  I  am  not  as  religious  as 
you  may  think  I  am  by  the  following 
sugg^estion:  Why  not  No.  207  and  No. 
323,  in  the  summer  time  arrange  to  hold 
a  church  parade  some  Sunday?  Come 
on,  brothers,  let  us  get  in  the  foreground, 
introduce  ourselves  to  the  public,  get 
acquainted  in  a  body,  and  I  think  this 
would  be  a  good  way,  so  kindly  let  us 
hear  from  you  on  this  matter  in  the 
following  issue  of  the  journal.  Yours  in 
B.  L.  and  U.,  Geo.  Keays, 

Organizer  and  Journal  Agt.  No.  323 


as  a  foreman,  and  another  thing,  *'In 
union  there  is  strength."  If  we  are  not 
organized  the  railways  can  do  as  they 
please  with  us.  Just  look  at  the  other 
branches  of  the  service  who  are  organ- 
ized and  note  the  respect  paid  them  by 
the  ofiicials.  There  are  but\a  few  fore- 
men on  this  division  who  are  not  mem* 
bers.  I  have  only  been  a  foreman  a  short 
time,  and,  of  course,  do  not  know  much 
about  the  work  as  many  of  the  older 
foreman  do,  but  I  get  considerable  infor- 
mation from  the  pages  of  the  Advocate. 
I  formeriy  worked  under  a  Brotherhood 
foreman,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  fore- 
men ever  on  this  division.  He  joined  the 
Brotherhood  when  it  was  first  founded 
on  this  division. 

If  the  editor  will  line  this  over  and  it 
finds  its  way  into  the  journal  I  might 
find  courage  to  write  again  Yours  fra- 
ternally, Certipicatb  No.  a23d97. 


Croaa  Keys,  Ga. 


Not  having  seen  a  letter  from  the 
Charlotte  Division  of  the  Southern  for 
some  time,  and  in  order  that  the  brothers 
on  other  parts  of  the  system  should  not 
think  we  are  asleep,  I  am  going  to  write 
a  few  lines  to  the  Advocate  myself. 

I  think  that  every  section  foreman 
should  belong  to  the  Brotherhood.  Some 
day  the  man  who  does  not  belong  may 
not  be  able  to  get  a  job  on  the  railroad 


Cabin  and  Snow  Shed  in  British 

Columbia,  C.  P.  R.     L.  E.  Gil, 

Bear  Creek,  B.  C. 
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OJuft,  Fla.. 


As  I  have  not  seen  anything  from  the 
boys  on  the  F.  E.  C.  for  some  time,  I 
will  try  to  contribute  a  few  lines  for  the 
March  Advocate. 

First  of  all,  I  want  to  say  a  word  to  the 
boys  on  the  third  and  fourth  divisions  of 
the  F.  E.  C.  Ry.  What  is  the  matter 
with  you?  I  had  a  letter  from  the  sec- 
retary of  our  lodge  which  is  held  every 
fourth  Sunday  at  Miami,  to  be  sure  to  go 
on  the  third  Sunday  in  December  as 
Christmas  was  on  the  regular  meeting 
day.  He  had  notified  each  and  member 
to  be  there  on  that  day,  and  I  want  to 
say  right  here  that  I  was  the  only  man 
from  the  third  division,  and  very  few 
were  there  from  the  fourth  division,  and 
still  one  of  them  lives  there.  Boys,  yon 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  yourselves.  No 
wonder  officials  say  that  the  men  on  the 
F.  £.  C.  don't  care,  and  that  it  was  not 
the  company's  fault  at  all.  Boys,  yon 
will  never  do  anything  good  for  your- 
selves as  long  as  you  keep  this  kind  of 
work  up.  Is  it  because  you  are  afraid  that 
you  would  lose  your  job  if  you  attend 
the  meetings  of  your  lodge?  If  this  is  it, 
don't  you  know  that  the  IJjiited  States 
is  full  of  railways  and  that  each  of  them 
want  men  every  day  and  cannot  get 
them? 

The  boys  of  the  first  and  second  divi- 
sions I  hope  that  you  will  not  be  like  the 
boys  down  here,  but  attend  your  meet- 
ings show  the  officials  that  you  mean 
business,  keep  your  shoulder  to  the  driv- 
ing wheel,  and  push  ahead.  Pay  your 
dues  on  time  and  keep  in  good  standing. 
I  love  to  meet  a  true  Brotherhood  man, 
and  what  I  call  a  good  and  true  man  is 
one  who  stays  in  good  standing,  and  at- 
tends the  meetings  of  his  lodge  regularly. 
I  am  ashamed  of  myself  for  not  being 
able  i;o  aotend  my  meetings  as  often  as  I 
would  like  to.  It  will  not  be  long  now, 
before  I  am  where  I  can  attend,  as  this 
is  all  the  privilege  I  have,  that  is  to  go 
to  the  meetings  and  meet  all  the  boys 
once  a  month  and  find  out  what  they  are 
doing,  and  get  their  ideas  about  the  work 
that  is  being  carried  on.  All  the  boys 
think  about  down  here  is  how  to  make  a 
dollar  and  if  they  can  get  that,  they  are 


all  right.  They  think  the  lodge  can  take 
care  of  itself,  and  they  say  *'If  I  go  to 
the  meeting  I  will  have  to  spend  the  day 
and  I  cannot  stand  that."  Boys,  that 
will  not  do.  The  officials  find  out  that 
you  are  not  attending  the  lodge  and  they 
don't  recognize  you  at  all,  they  just  put 
you  down  in  their  book  as  **No  good" 
and  so  I  think  you  had  better  get  right, 
and  stay  thai  way. 

Well,  I  will  close  and  wish  each  one  of 
you  much  success,  and  may  you  all  wake 
up  and  not  be  faint  hearted,  for  a  '*faint 
heart  never  won  a  fair  lady." 

I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  to  the 
readers  of  the  Advocate  with  regard  to 
Bro.  L.  P.  Puckett's  Tie-Spacer.  I  have 
seen  them  work,  have  worked  the  same 
one  that  he  shows  in  the  January  Advo- 
cate and  will  say  they  work  like  a  charm 
and  I  believe  that  each  railroad  ought  to 
secure  the  right  to  make  and  use  them 
as  they  are  a  labor  ^aver  and  I  will  say 
just  here  that  you  will  find  Brother 
Pucket  perfectly  reliable  in  every  respect. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U.,     T.  M.  Major. 


Pa.rry  Sound  Lodge  No.  268. 

As  I  have  never  seen  any  letters  from 
our  lodge,  I  thought  I  would  write  a  line 
or  two.  Wake  up,  brothers,  and  let  us 
hear  from  you.  We  are  well  in  the  new 
year;  get  a  move  on  and  help  to  get  an 
increase  in  pay.  I  am  afraid  our  broth- 
ers are  not  working  very  hard,  but  thanks 
to  Brother  Noyes,  our  chairman,  and 
Brother  Forbes,  ourpresident,  (who  have 
done  their  share  to  make  our  lodge  what 
it  is)  the  time  is  coming  when  the  scabs 
on  this  line  will  have  to  have  an  up-to- 
date  card  in  their  pocket,  or  go  on  the 
G.  T.  R.  and  scab.  So,  boys,  put  your 
shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  give  us  a 
shove.  Now,  brothers,  if  any  of  you 
have  not  paid  up  your  dues,  do  so.  Pay 
up  and  look  big.  I  would  like  to  see  a 
meeting  with  a  good  attendance— not 
like  last  meeting. 

Boys,  I  will  tell  you  a  story  about  some 
of  the  boys.  They  pumped  twenty  miles 
on  a  car  to  attend  a  meeting.  They 
went  to  the  C.  P.  R.  meeting  and  left 
their  car  to  be  put  on  the  train  and  took 
the  C.  P.  R.   back  home;  didn't  attend 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


183 


th^r  own  meeting,  but  the  fun  was, 
they  left  their  car  to  be  put  on  the  train, 
hot  instead  of  putting  it  on  the  train, 
they  shoved  it  in  the  river,  which  gave 
them  the  trouble  to  go  back  after  it. 
They  will  know  better  another  time. 
Experience  is  a  dear  school,  but  fools 
will  learn  in  no  other. 

The  gang  is  now  cut  down  to  section 
foreman  and  one  man  to  look  after  sev- 
en miles,  and  are  lifting  one  inch  shims 
already.  This  is  a  cheap  road.  At  our 
last  meeting  we  had  Brothers  Irwin  and 
Dorey  with  us.  Come  often,  brothers, 
for  you  are  needed  to  wake  us  all  up. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  Bro.  H.  Rose  is  still 
in  Parry  Sound  Hospital  with  three  toes 
minus.  Hope  he  will  soon  be  better.  I 
will  soon  ring  off.  Let  us  see  how  many 
we  can  each  get  for  our  lodge  to  make  it 
larger.  There  are  a  few  nons  yet.  I  re- 
main, yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

L.  B.  F.,  Cert.  No.  a21489 


Superior  Lodge  No.  141. 

Well,  brothers,  here  I  am  again.  If 
this  letter  escapes  the  waste  basket  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  trackmen  on  the  D. 
8.  S.  &  A.  '  Vhen  are  you  going  to  get 
your  pay  increased?"  The  engineers 
received  a  fair  raise,  so  did  the  train- 
men and  conductors  on  sixty-one  rail- 
ways. 

I  want  to  urge  the  nons  and  backsliders 
on  the  D.  S.  S.  &  A.  to  wake  up,  look 
around  and  see  what  other  classes  of  or- 
ganized labor  are  doing.  Do  not  sleep 
your  time  away  and  then  when  you 
wake  up  at  the  eleventh  hour  blame 
some  one  else  for  your  condition.  Do 
not  curse  your  Order  and  say  the  Grand 
Lodge  is  to  blame. 

I  have  heard  backsliders  say,  if  the 
committee  had  done  some  other  way  we 
would  have  had  a  thousand  and  one 
things  added  to  our  privileges.  Mr. 
Backslider,  what  have  you  done,  and 
Mr.  Non,  what  have  yon  done  to  improve 
your  condition?  Tell  the  truth  and  say, 
**I  went  ahead  of  you  and  piled  all  the 
old  ties  and  rails  that  I  could  find,  across 
your  pathway  to  make  a  stumbling-block 
for  you,  BO  I  could  have  something  to 
klQk  about."    Now,  boys,  it  is  up  to  you 


to  do  your  part  and  we  will  get  a  con- 
tract without  any  trouble.  So  please 
open  your  eyes  and  unite  with  us,  as  this 
is  the  only  way  that  you  can  do  anything 
for  your  own  advancement.  You  can 
never  better  your  condition  by  staying 
out  of  the  Order.  Pay  no  attention  to 
those  knockers  who  say  the  Brotherhood 
can't  do  anything.  People  who  talk  that 
way  are  only  trying  to  hold  you  down 
while  they  derive  the  benefits  that  you 
should  enjoy.  We  havjs  some  men  on 
this  road  ,who  will  take  all  the  benefits 
the  Brotherhood  secures  for  them,  but 
will  not  spare  the  money  necessary  to 
pay  their  dues.  They  will  ride  on  the 
coat-tail  of  the  union  men.  Some  day 
they  will  fall  off.  Well,  we  must  try  and 
do  a  little  more  for  ourselves  and  our 
union. 

Now,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  to 
each  and  every  brother  on  the  D.  S.  S. 
&  A.  system.  Don't  get  discouraged, 
but  be  prompt  in  paying  your  dues  when 
they  come  due,  and  if  there  is  a  non- 
union man  working  with  you  try  and  get 
him  to  join  the  good  old  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
Wishing  the  Brotherhood  success,  I  am, 
yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal  Agent. 


Lodge  No.  244,  North  Bay,  Ont. 

In  accordance  with  my  promise  to 
start  the  new  year  fresh  with  an  early 
letter,  I  will  try  to  pen  a  few  lines  of 
interest  to  all  concerned.  We  held  our 
New  Year's  meeting  on  Saturday  night, 
with  the  usual  attendance,  but  the  busi- 
ness was  carried  through  with  spirit  and 
interest,  interspersed  with  the  spice  of 
humor,  harmony  and  refreshment  that 
balanced  the  proceedings  admirably. 

The  majority  of  our  officers  were  re- 
elected for  another  year.  A  goodly 
number  went  through  the  ceremony  of 
initiation,  and  a  decided  improvement 
in  the  curtailment  of  speeches  made  it 
possible  to  more  rapidly  enhance  the 
disposition  of  business,  which,  to  say 
the  least,  is  highly  commendable. 

And  now,  as  usual,  I  have  to  make  a 
kick,  and  that  is  about  the  use,  or  rather 
the  want  of  proper  use,  made  of  the 
Advocate  by  some  of  the  brothers.    I 
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find  that  many  of  the  brethren  never 
look  inside  one,  much  less  read  it.  This 
is  very  foolish  and  sbows  but  little  re- 
spect for  those  who  do  take  an  interest 
in  the  journal,  from  the  gprand  president 
down  to  the  merest  tyro  of  a  correspond- 
ent. The  paper  is  interesting,  communi- 
cative and  instructive  and  should  be 
more  considered  and  not  put  to  such 
abuse  as  I  often  see  it. 

One  good  method  of  disposing  of  it  to 
advantage  when  done  with  is  to  hand  it 
to  a  non  with  a  request  that  he  peruse  it 
at  his  leisure,  and  I  believe  you  will  do 
more  to  convince  him  and  change  his 
opinion  than  a  lot  of  personal  argument. 
Try  it,  brothers. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  pointing  out 
to  absentees  that  owing  to  the  late  hour 
at  which  our  meeting^  are  held,  we  pro- 
vide some  light  refreshments  to  satisfy 
the  craving  of  the  inner  man,  during  the 
winter  months,  at  any  rate.  We  hope 
to  see  a  larger  number  gather  together 
at  our  next  meeting,  on  March  25  (of 
which  please  make  a  note),  when  we 
hope,  if  not  before,  to  have  the  decision 
of  the  Montreal  conference,  a  matter 
which  is  certainly  trying  the  patience 
of  most  of  US.  With  fraternal  greetings 
to  one  and  all,  yours  sincerely, 

JouRNAi.  Agent. 


Chicaigo,  111. 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

Theo.  H.  Cramer,  a  member  of  Chicago 
and  Western  Indiana  Lodge  No.  146, 
died  December  8,  1910,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  December  11,  1910,  age  23  years. 

Just  a  few  days  aco  yon  left  us; 

How  we  miss  yoa,  brother  dear! 
We  remember  all  your  kindness, 

As  we  drop  a  silent  tear. 

Gone,  dear  brother,  gone  forever; 

How  oft  we  miss  your  loving  face  I 
But  yon  left  ns  to  remember 

None  on  earth  can  fill  yonr  place. 

Though  you're  gone,  you're  not  forgotten; 

Never  shall  your  memory  fad*  I 
Loving  hearts  will  often  linger 

Round  the  grave  wher'  you  are  laid. 

But  we  know  that  you  are  happy 

In  the  mansions  of  the  blest. 
Where  there  is  no  pain  or  sorrow. 

In  one  sweet  eternal  rest. 

C.  H.  Mebsman. 


Fourth  DUtrict,  Soo  Line,     ^ 

Gladstone  Lodge  No.  45  held  a  meeting 
at  Gladstone  Friday  evening,  January 
27,  with  a  fairly  good  attendance,  con- 
sidering the  many  obstacles  that  were 
thrown  in  our  way  to  prevent  a  full  at- 
tendance. As  we  had  not  held  a  meeting 
for  some  time,  we  both  elected  and  in- 
stalled our  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Aboat  65  per  cent  of  the  foremen  and  a 
nice  bunch  of  the  laborers  on  this  division 
are  in  good  standing,  but  still  there  are 
too  many  weak-kneed  ones  among  us, 
most  of  whom  say  that  they  intend  to 
join  the  Brotherhood  when  they  see  that 
they  are  going  to  do  something.  It 
seems  next  to  impossible  to  impress 
upon  their  minds  that  '4n  union  there  is 
strength,"  and  that  it  is  worse  than 
useless  to  expect  to  better  conditions 
without  being  united.  '  'United  we  stand, 
divided  we  fall." 

The  railroad  officials  are  not  ignorant 
of  this  fact,  but  we  are  not  striving  to 
obtain  the  upper  hand  of  our  employers. 
What  we  want  is  recognition  by  the 
company  according  to  the  responsibili- 
ties placed  upon  us.  Any  foreman  or 
laborer  who  is  not  willing  to  give  good 
and  faithful  services  for  a  fair  rate  of 
compensation,  we  don't  want  them  in 
our  Brotherhood.  We  have  a  good  set 
of  officials  on  the  Soo  Line,  but  each  one 
of  them  seems  to  be  afraid  of  offending 
his  superior  if  he  extends  a  favor  in  the 
way  of  transportation  and  leave  of  ab- 
sence to  attend  union  meetings  to  mem- 
bers of  our  craft.  We  cannot  blame 
them  for  not  helping  us  if  we  are  not 
men  enough  to  get  together  so  that  we 
may  help  ourselves. 

Now,  brothers  in  the  maintenanoe-of- 
way  department,  let  us  one  and  all  get 
together  and  not  be  afraid  to  let  oar 
superiors  know  what  we  want  and  what 
conditions  we  would  like  to  work  under. 
Look  at  all  classes  of  trainmen.  They 
are  continually  being  advanced  with  the 
advancement  of  the  times  and  the  coun- 
try, and  all  because  they  ask  for  it. 
They  stand  together  and  let  the  officials 
know  what  they  want  and  what  they 
expect  to  get,  and  what  is  4>etter,  they 
nearly  always  come  to  a  mutual  agree- 
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ment  with  their  company,  and  the  of- 
ficials think  more  of  them  for  having 
backbone  enough  to  come  forward  and 
state  their  grievance. 

Now,  this  is  not  intended  for  a  funeral 
sermon,  but  the  union  has  been  dragging 
along  for  some  time.  This  is  not  what 
we  want.  Let  us  awaken  and  let  people 
know  that  we  are  alive. 

Our  next  regular  meeting  will  be  held 
at  Gladstone  on  April  28,  at  9  p.  m.,  and 
I  hope  by  that  time  matters  will  be  ad- 
justed so  that  there  will  be  no  drawback 
in  regard  to  receiving  leave  of  absence 
and  transportation  for  at  least  every 
other  foreman  and  a  reasonable  number 
of  laborers. 

Urging  the  employes  of  our  depart- 
ment, not  only  in  our  own  division,  but 
on  the  division  west  of  us,  also,  to  get 
boay,  not  only  with  their  track  work, 
but  with  the  union  as  well,  I  am,  yours 
In  B.  L.  and  U.,  Cert.  No.  all682. 


Richland  Lodge,  No.  388. 

Now  as  it  is  spring  time,  and  all  the 
branches  of  the  forest  have  put  forth 
every  effort  to  look  gay  and  to  go  6  all 
the  Bubstance  that  can  be  obtained  from 
this  earth,  which  supports  them,  yet  they 
bring  forth  their  beauty  and  their  fruit 
in  payment  of  what  they  receive. 

Now  as  a  lesson  for  us,  let  us  try  to  learn 
our  duty  from  the  forest  and  see  the  vast 
difference  there  is.  How  many  boys 
have  even  tried  to  put  fourth  an  effort 
to  better  our  conditions.  How  many  of 
OS  have  acted  like  as  though  we  were 
trying  to  give  satisfaction  to  our  employ- 
er to  whom  we  look  so  faithfully  once  a 
month  for  what  is  coming  to  us,  be  it 
ever  so  small.  Yet  how  often  do  you 
coant  up  to  see  how  much  the  merchant 
is  going  to  take  from  it  for  your  supplies. 
The  old  family  doctor  comes  along,  the 
preacher,  the  school  teacher,  and  the 
tazman,  all  get  a  portion  of  it,  yet  it  was 
bat  small  in  the  beginning.  Now  after 
it  is  all  over,  what  is  the  laboring  man 
going  to  do.  He  cusses  and  swears  that 
he  going  to  g^t  another  job.  Why?  Be- 
cause he  is  not  getting  a  living  off  his 
labor  and  it  is  truly  disheartening  for  a 
maa  u>  toil  through  the  heat  and  cold 


and  rain  and  sunshine  for  so  small  a  sti- 
pend as  we  are  getting. 

Now,  seeing  our  condition  as  we  do, 
can  you  spare  just  a  little  of  your  energy 
to  help  try  to  better  ourselves?  What 
are  you  doing,  and  what  have  you  al- 
ready done  to  help  the  cause  along? 
Have  you  joined  the  union?  If  so,  are 
you  carrying  an  up-to-date  card  in  your 
pocket?  Do  you  ever  go  to  the  lodge 
meetings,  or  say  a  word  of  encourage- 
ment to  the  non  concerning  the  duty  he 
owes  to  himself  and  his  family?  Now, 
are  you  just  going  to  dwindle  down  to 
nothing  and  let  the  other  organizations 
come  ahead  and  get  it  all?  Oh,  no,  I 
hope  that  every  man  who  has  any  good 
will  for  himself  and  family,  will  join 
hands  and  help  us  in  the  battle  for  our 
rights  for  if  we  fail  to  fight  for  them,  it 
looks  as  if  we  would  be  shy  that  much. 
Brothers,  what  have  the  engineers  done, 
and  look  at  the  conductors  and  flagmen 
and  compare  their  wages  with  those  paid 
you,  and  you  willflnd  that  they  are  nearly 
double.  Now  is  not  our  work  just  as 
necessary  to  the  railroad  as  theirs?  I 
say  it  is,  and  the  man  who  says  **Not" 
is  mistaken.  If  it  were  not  for  the  track, 
the  water,  the  bridge  and  signal  depart- 
ments in  our  line  of  work,  the  others 
would  have  no  jobs. 

Why  is  it  then  that  we  cannot  get  our 
share  of  the  profits  from  our  labor? 
Simply  because  we  do  not  prepare  our- 
selves and  demand  It.  We  are  just  simp- 
ly cowards  and  we  are  scared  of  our  lit- 
tle jobs  and  there  are  some  men  along 
the  road  who  are  actually  so  scared  of 
their  positions  and  will  not  ask  for  a 
thing,  not  even  a  pass  to'  go  to  their 
lodge  meeting  with. 

Now  I  sincerely  hope  that  our  commit- 
tee will  succeed  this  time  for  we  are  bad- 
ly in  need  of  an  increase  in  wages  owing 
to  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  and 
the  best  way  to  do  this,  is  for  everyone 
to  get  busy,  pay  up  your  dues  promptly, 
go  to  the  meetings  of  your  lodge  regular- 
lyi  get  every  man  to  perform  his  share 
and  let  the  world  know  that  we  are  right 
and  let  the  big  bosses  know  that  we  are 
not  afraid >and  then  go  to  them  like  men 
and  ask  for  what  we  want  and  if  we  do 
not  get  it,  just  walk  out  and  not  hit  a  liok 


Digitized  by 


Google 


186 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


until  they  do  something  for  us.  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  attendance  at  our  next 
meeting  and  we  ask  all  visiting  brothers 
to  come  out  and  be  with  us  at  Richland, 
Qa.  on  the  second  Sunday  in  each  month 
and  so  have  your  pass  residy  in  time. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal  Agent. 


Clybourn  Lodge  No.  246. 

To  Alli  Members  op  Clybourn  Lodge 
No.  246: 
At  our  regular  meeting  it  was  decided 
that  a  local  lodge  dues  would  be  assessed 
to  every  member  at  the  rate  of  50  cents 
per  year,  payable  every  half  year.  This 
due  to  be  paid  at  the  same  time  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  dues  are  paid.  Kindly  be 
governed  accordingly.  These  local  lodge 
dues  take  effect  from  January  1,  1911, 
so  kindly  remit  your  dues  to  the  secre- 
tary.   Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U. , 

Robert  Kelly,  Secy. 


The  Conquered  Banner. 

The  following  poem  has  been  sent  in 
by  Bro.  T.  J.  O'Donnell,  one  of  the 
veterans  who,  in  his  youth,  fought  for 
the  banner.  Doubtless,  however,  those 
who  were  its  most  ardent  defenders  are 
glad  that  it  has  been  furled,  never  again 
to  be  unfolded,  and  that,  **henceforth 
and  forever,  one  and  inseparable,"  North 
and  South  will  move  on  hand  in  hand  in 
the  greatest  republic  and  the  mightiest 
empire  that  the  world  has  known.  Father 
Abram  J.  Ryan,  a  Catholic  priest  of 
Georgia,  was  the  author  of  this  pathetic 
little  poem,  which  pictured  the  downfall 
of  the  Confederacy,  and  has  been  sung 
and  recited  in  honor  of  the  *' Stars  and 
Bars"  for  a  generation.— 

Fori  that  Banner,  for  'tis  weary; 
Round  its  staff  'tis  drooping  dreary; 

Furl  it.  fold  it- it  is  best. 
For  there  8  not  a  man  to  wave  it. 
And  there  s  not  a  sword  to  save  it. 
And  there  s  not  one  left  to  lave  it 
In  the  blood  which  heroes  gave  it, 
And  its  foes  now  scorn  and  brave  it; 

Furl  It.  hide  It- let  it  rest! 

Take  that  Banner  down?  tis  tattered: 
Broken  is  its  staff  and  shattered; 
And  the  valiant  hosts  are  scattered. 
Over  whom  it  floated  high. 


O,   Us  hard  for  us  to  fold  it. 
Hard  to  think  there's  none  to  hold  it. 
Hard  that  those  who  once  unrolled  it 
Now  must  furl  ft  with  a  sigh ! 

Furl  that  Banner^furl  it  sadly! 
Once  ten  thousands  hailed  it  gladly. 
And  ten  thousands  wildly,  madly 

Swore  it  should  forever  wave; 
Swore  that  foeman's  sword  could  never 
Hearts  like  theirs  entwined  dissever. 
Till  that  flag  should  float  forever 

O'er  their  freedom  or  their  grave! 

Furl  it!  for  the  hands  tliat  grasped  it. 
And  the  hearts  that  fondly  clasped  it 

Cold  and  dead  are  lying  low; 
And  that  Banner— it  is  trailing. 
While  around  it  sounds  the  wailing 

Of  its  people  in  their  woe. 

For.  tiiough  conquered,  they  adore  it- 
Love  the  oold.  dead  hands  that  bore  it. 
Weep  for  those  who  fell  before  it. 
Pardon  those  who  trailed  and  tore  it; 
And  O,  wildly  they  deplore  it.         , 
Now  to  furl  and  fold  it  so' 

Furl  that  Banner?    True,   tis  gory. 

Yet  tis  wreathed  around  with  glory. 

And  'twill  live  in  song  and  story. 
Though  its  folds  are  in  the  dust! 

For  its  fame  on  brightest  pages. 

Penned  by  poets  and  by  sages. 

Shall  go  sounding  down  the  ages- 
Furl  its  folds  though  now  we  must. 

Furl  that  Banner  softly,  slowly! 
Treat  it  gently;  it  is  holy. 

For  it  droops  above  the  dead. 
Touch  it  not— unfold  It  never; 
Let  It  droop  there,  furled  forevei^ 

For  Its  people's  hopes  are  fled! 


CheroKee  Lodge  No.  462. 

As  the  grass  falls  before  the  mower's 
scythe,  so  man  like  the  flower  and  grass 
of  the  field,  must  fall  before  the  scythe 
of  Time. 

Thus  has  Cherokee  Lodge  No.  462 1.  B. 
M.  W.  E.  g^ven  to  the  harvest  our  es- 
teemed brother,  R.  W.  Hay,  and, 

Whereas,  his  long  association  with  ns, 
his  consistent  council  as  a  member,  his 
faithful  and  untiring  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  secretary-treasurer  and  exem- 
plary character  brings  from  the  hearts 
of  lodge  brothers  and  co-workers  the  de- 
sire to  express  our  sincere  and  g^ratefol 
appreciation  of  our  true  Brother.  There- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  that  we  tender  to  the  be- 
reaved family  of  Brother  Hay,  our  heart- 
felt sympathy  in  his  hour  when  shadows 
have  clouded  their  home,  and  may  you 
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And  comfort  in  hope  which  He  has  given 
to  us,  that  hope,  which  bends  overman's 
last  resting  place,  a  bow,  bright  with 
immortallity,  which  based  upon  earth, 
extends  far  into  the  sacred  realms  of 
eternity.    Be  it  further 

Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  forwarded  to  the  family  ot  our 
deceased  Brother;  that  they  be  spread 
upon  the  minutes  of  this  meeting  and  a 
copy  be  sent  the  Advance  Advocate. 

Sincerely  and  fraternally  on  behalf  of 
the  lodge,  John  P.  Myer, 

Andrew  Larson, 
Andrew  Nelson, 
Committee. 


Lauan  Division. 


I  have  just  a  few  things  I  would  like 
to  say  regarding  our  union.  In  the  first 
place  you  often  see  it  written,  *'Don'tbe 
a  kicker.**  Now,  if  there  were  not  any 
kickers  we  would  not  get  what  we  want. 
In  1900  we  kicked  because  we  were  not 
being  paid  enough  wages,  then  we  got 
together  and  organized  and  what  fol- 
lowed. Why,  we  made  another  kick, 
which  lasted  eleven  weeks  and  things 
have  been  running  smoother  ever  since, 
bat  still  there  are  a  few  things  that 
should  be  looked  after. 

In  the  first  place,  Section  3  of  our 
schedule  of  1907  says:  ''the  several  sen- 
ior employes  shall  be  advised  of  any  va- 
cancies and  on  western  lines  they  shall 
also  be  advised  of  any  new  appointments 
to  the  position  of  foreman."  I  would 
like  to  know  if  any  foremen  have  been 
notified  on  the  Alta  division  of  any  va- 
cancies for  the  past  four  years.  I  do 
not  think  there  has  been  any.  If  so,  I 
liave  never  heard  of  any,  and  again  in 
Section  3  it  says:  *'when  a  foreman  quite, 
he  shall,  in  the  event  of  re-employment 
rank  as  a  new  man"  and  if  some  of  the 
foremen  will  look  in  their  circular  book, 
they  will  find  that  when  a  foreman  quits 
he  shall  not  be  reinstated  under  any  con- 
sideration. I  know  of  several  who  have 
violated  this  rule.  Now  right  is  right, 
and  wrong  is  no  man's  right.  Brothers, 
we  are  paying  our  good  money  out,  and 
we  should  see  that  we  get  onr  just  rights 
for  it,  as  I  see  in  the  last  month's  Advo- 


cate if  we  do  not  help  ourselves,  who  is 
going  to  help  u»?    J^o  one. 

Hoping  that  you  will  not  think  that  I 
am  a  chronic  kicker,  but  having  been 
railroading  for  the  last  eighteen  years,  I 
always  notice  that  the  foreman  who 
does  the  most  kicking,  gets  the  most 
gravel  and  ties,  and  so  it  gets  to  be  a 
regular  habit. 

There  is  another  thing  that  I  would 
like  to  mention.  When  I  was  secretary 
of  one  of  our  local  lodges,  it  was  a  rule 
to  send  out  notices  to  each  foreman  when 
the  next  meeting  will  be  held,  at  least 
eight  clear  days  before  the  regular  meet- 
ing, so  to  give  the  foremen  time  to  get 
off  and  get  a  pass  if  possible.  I  don't 
know  why  this  is  hot  done  lately,  but  it 
will  certainly  be  a  help  to  bring  the  boys 
together.  Hoping  that  I  have  not  taken 
up  too  much  of  your  valued  space,  I  re- 
main yours  in  B.  L.  and  U.,       Snave. 


Rosedale  Lodge  No.  370. 

Will  you  give  me  a  little  space  in  the 
dear  old  Advocate  to  air  a  few  remarks 
in  connection  with  the  machinery  of  the 
Canadian  government,  which  I  believe 
has  a  few  low  joints,  with  a  flat  wheel 
or  two  and  perhaps  two  or  more  wheels 
missing.  We  all  know  that  the  govern- 
ment dictates  to  the  railroad  company 
the  rates  they  shall  charge,  and  the  rail- 
roads in  turn  have  to  cut  down  the  salary 
of  their  employes  in  order  to  make  divi- 
dends. This  is  all  right  as  far  as  it  goes, 
but  it  doesn't  go  far  enough. 

Now,  when  an  employe  goes  to  a  gen- 
eral store  and  purchases  the  necessaries 
of  life  with  his  wages,  what  does  he 
find?  Why,  he  is  entirely  at  the  mercy 
of  the  storekeeper,  especially  the  smaller 
stores  in  the  country  villages  where 
there  is  little  or  no  competition.  Gov- 
ernment interference  or  the  dictation  of 
profits  is  as  much  out  of  place  and  un- 
heard-of as  Christmas  on  the  railroad. 

Now,  as  I  said  before,  government 
rates  are  all  right,  but  they  want  to  be 
carried  into  every  industry  on  which  the 
general  public  is  dependent.  If  the 
public  cannot  be  trusted  to  the  mercy 
of  railroads,  banks  and  a  few  other  in- 
dustries for  which  the  government  fixes 


Digitized  by 


Google 


188 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


the  rates,  why  are  they  trusted  to  the 
mercy  of  the  merchant?  Is  he  any  more 
honest  than  the  banker?  Is  the  butcher 
any  more  just  than  the  railroads?  Why 
does  the  government  not  set  rates  for 
those  industries?  Take  the  meat  market 
for  instance.  You  will  pay  a  butcher 
about  one-half  more  for  your  meat  than 
he  pays  for  it.  Many  other  articles  are 
equally  as  high,  and  especially  the 
smaller  ones.  One  article  that  comes  to 
my  mind  was  bought  at  a  country  store 
for  10  cents  and  was  bought  at  a  mail- 
order house  for  25  cents  per  dozen.  Is 
there  not  room  for  government  rates 
here?    Yours  truly, 

Certificate  No.  69663. 


North  R.a.nge»  N.  S. 

My  first  letter  to  the  Advocate  es- 
caped the  waste  basket,  so  I  will  come 
again.  We  are  having  very  fine  weath- 
er here  now,  but  there  is  not  much  snow. 
So  far  this  season  we  have  only  had 
about  three  weeks'  good  sleighing  and 
father  says  it's  just  the  kind  of  weather 
he  likes  for  railroading. 

We  operators,  and  I  think  the  section 
men,  too,  for  that  matter,  are  hoping 
for  the  time  when  the  C.  P.  R.  will  take 
charge  of  the  D.  A.  Ry.  We  think,  in 
that  case,  there  may  be  some  improve- 
ment in  our  conditions  of  employment. 
Father  thinks  likely  that  the  foremen 
will  have  a  couple  or  more  men  to  work 
on  section.  In  the  winter  season,  the 
foremen  only  have  one  man  and  himself, 
and  in  the  summer  he  is  allowed  two,  so 
it  is  pretty  hard  for  them  to  keep  seven 
miles  of  track  in  good  condition  with 
only  two  men,  having  six  or  more  trains 
passing  over  the  rails  in  summer. 

There  is  neither  a  telegraph  station 
nor  a  telephone  on  my  father's  section, 
and  in  case  anything  happens  that  has 
to  be  reported,  he  has  to  come  over  to 
my  station  where  I  am  an  operator  to 
report  by  telegraph.  The  station  is  about 
eight  miles  and  a  half  from  the  east  end 
of  his  section  so  its  quite  an  out-of-the- 
way  road  for  him.  He  is  in  hopes  that 
the  C.  P.  R.  will  have  a  telegraph  station 
on  his  section. 

My  father  has  been  a  section  foreman 


for  about  twenty-five  years,  working  for 
hardly  enough  salary  to  keep  uphisfam* 
ily,  until  about  three  or  four  years  ago 
the  great  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  came  along, 
and  he  joined  it.  Since  then  his  salary 
is  increased  quite  a  little.  This  union  is 
what  we  should  have  had  years  ago,  not 
only  for  the  section  foremen,  but  for  us, 
the  telegraph  operators,  who  in  small 
stations  did  not  earn  enough  money  to 
buy  their  salt.  If  any  late  trains  were 
out  at  night  we  had  to  stay  on  duty  until 
sometimes  midnight  without  any  extra 
pay.  Now,  on  the  D.  A.  Ry.  we  get 
more  pay  per  month,  and  after  twelve 
hours'  work  we  get  25  cents  per  hour. 
This  has  only  been  about  four  years 
since  our  union,  the  grand  O.  R.  T. 
came.  I  think  every  workingman  should 
belong  to  the  union  of  his  craft. 

Guess  I  will  ring  off  for  this  time  for  I 
am  taking  up  lots  of  room  in  the  journal 
Thanking  the  readers  for  the  nice  cards 
I  received  from  them  and  with  best  wish- 
es to  the  Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary,  I 
am,  sincerely  yours, 

Frank  E.  Thbriault. 


Slocomb*  Ala. 


As  I  have  been  elected  journal  agent 
for  Lodge  No.  276,  I  will  give  you  a  few 
lines  for  publication.  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  we  have  our  lodge  in  first-class 
working  order.  Brothers,  we  may  not 
have  as  big  a  time  at  our  meetings  as 
some  lodges  do,  as  there  are  only  a  few 
of  us,  so  we  just  do  the  best  we  can. 
There  are  a  few  of  our  members  who 
appear  to  be  troubles  with  weak  knees, 
but  perhaps  they  will  get  all  right  soon. 
I  don't  think  that  some  of  our  good  old 
trackmen  study  the  matter  of  organisa- 
tion enough.  My  idea  is  to  get  right 
down  to  the  first  principles  of  unionism, 
study  it  from  the  bottom  up,  and  if  you 
do  not  find  it  as  we  claim  it  to  be,  then 
throw  it  down,  but  if  you  do  find  it  as 
we  say,  give  us  a  helping  hand,  becaase 
it  takes  every  one  to  run  this  train  of 
unionism. 

I  think  it  is  a  shame  the  way  we  are 
paid  as  compared  to  the  way  other  em- 
ployes are  paid,  some  of  them  receiving 
three  times  as  much  each  month  as  we 
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do,  and  not  half  as  much  retiponsibility 
on  them.  What  is  the  cause  of  this? 
Nothing  bnt  lack  of  organization.  What 
others  have  done  we  can  do,  bnt  it  has 
got  to  be  done  in  pretty  much  the  same 
way  in  which  they  did  it;  that  is,  for  all 
of  us  to  get  together  and  stick  together. 
The  high  cost  of  living  is  demanding 
more  pay,  and  you  know  we  do  not  get 
it,  simply  because  we  have  never  asked 
for  it  in  the  proper  manner.  We  all 
know  that  the  officials  are  not  going  to 
voluntarily  raise  our  salaries  without  we 
ask  for  it,  but  the  high  cost  of  living  is 
not  one  half  as  great  a  problem  as  how 
to  get  the  cost  to  pay  for  it.  If  every- 
body worked,  the  day's  labor  could  be 
cat  down  to  four  hours  a  day,  and  then 
there  would  be  enough  produced,  if 
equally  distributed,  for  all  to  live  in 
comfort  and  even  have  a  few  luxuries, 
bat  as  long  as  the  people  stand  back  and 
do  not  ask  for  these  things,  they  will 
always  have  to  work  their  ten  to  sixteen 
hours  per  day  in  order  to  support  the 
drones. 

It  is  queer  how  mean  it  is  for  a  poor 
devil  to  steal  a  loaf  of  bread  and  how 
smart  it  is  for  a  rich  man  to  steal  a  rail- 
road. Now,  brothers,  I  think  that  it  is 
time  we  were  looking  out  to  see  what 
the  people  of  this  old  world  are  doing. 
Tou  can  see  these  things  as  good  as  any 
man  if  you  will  only  stop  and  think  a 
little.  You  have  as  much  brains  as  any- 
body else — it  is  not  the  quantity  of  the 
brain,  bnt  the  quality  that  counts.  All 
brains  are  made  of  the  same  material. 
Cultivation  produces  quality.  Study 
these  things  and  see  what  a  condition 
the  poor  laboring  class  of  people  are  in. 
Convince  yourself.  But  some  of  these 
good  non-union  fellows  are  standing  out 
to  one  side,  sending  up  their  daily 
prayers  something  like  this:  '*The  boss 
man  of  this  road  is  my  shepherd ;  I  shall 
not  want  for  shearing;  he  maketh  me  to 
knuckle  down  in  dry  pastures;  he  lead- 
eth  me  by  the  nose  to  his  waters;  he 
exalteth  my  soul ;  he  leadeth  me  in  the 
paths  of  capitalism  for  his  gain's  sake; 
yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley 
of  starvation,  thou  anointeth  my  head 
with  turpencine;  my  cup  of  sorrow  run- 
neth over;   surely  curses  and  poverty 


shall  follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  life ; 
I  will  never  disobey  thee  in  the  way  of 
asking  for  anything  better;  I  will  dwell 
in  the  little  red  shanty  forever.  Amen." 
Now,  I  like  to  see  a  man  respect  his 
superior  officers  and  also  his  job,  but 
after  all  these,  he  has  some  time  to  look 
after  his  own  interests.  Yours  in  B.  L. 
and  U.,  W.  W.  F. 


Vegreville,  Alta. 


After  a  rest  of  four  years  I  thought  I 
would  try  to  write  a  few  lines  to  the 
Advocate.  The  last  letter  I  wrote  was 
criticized  by  some  of  the  members  on 
account  of  my  frankness  in  regard  to 
statements  made  with  reference  to 
homesteading,  and  as  some  of  my  state- 
ments were  misconstrued  I  meant  to 
write  again  and  make  them  clear  to  all 
the  brothers,  but  Editor  Mulkey  said 
that  as  the  matter  was  getting  too  in- 
teresting, he  did  not  wish  to  publish  any 
more  correspondence  with  reference  to 
this  matter,  so  I  will  write  about  some 
other  topic  this  time  that  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  write  further  on  same  subject. 

Brother  Keays  came  along  yesterday 
where  I  was  pumping.  As  the  winter  in 
western  Canada  has  been  somewhat 
colder  during  the  past  month,  I  was 
keeping  up  big  fires,  and  having  some 
time  to  spare  I  was  looking  through  my 
Advocate.  I  have  kept  all  the  copies 
of  the  Advocate  for  over  four  years, 
and  while  I  was  attending  my  fire 
Brother  Keays  discovered  my  collection 
and  began  to  look  them  over,  and  he 
said  he  did  not  see  any  too  many  letters 
in  the  journal  from  the  Canadian  North- 
em  Railway,  and  that  started  me  think- 
ing that  possibly  I  could  try  my  hand 
again  and  then  when  Brother  Keays  or 
some  other  organizer  came  along  and 
passed  the  same  remark  I  could  say, 
**Well,  I  have  done  my  best,"  and  that 
means  a  whole  lot. 

If  we  will  do  our  best  it  would  help, 
more  especially  in  paying  our  dues.  If 
we  would  pay  our  dues  promptly  think 
of  the  expense  we  could  save.  How 
many  organizers  would  be  out  of  a  job 
or  could  use  their  time  for  some  other 
purpose  instead  of  collecting  dues.  Boys, 
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let  us  look  at  it  in  this  light,  that  if 
some  of  the  brothers  (and  I  am  afraid, 
from  information  which  I  have,  it  is  so) 
neglect  to  pay  up  tlieir  dues  promptly, 
the  brothers  who  do  pay  up  without 
having  an  organizer  chase  them  will 
certainly  have  to  pay  the  expense  of 
trying  to  collect  the  dues  of  the  negli- 
gent. It  is  not  always  carelessness  that 
prevents  many  from  paying  up  prompt- 
ly; it  is  simply  because  they  don't  want 
to  pay  at  all.  What  they  want  is  to 
draw  a  check  big^ger  every  month  and 
let  some  other  fellow  pay  up  and  do  the 
fighting.  If  it  were  only  possible  to  give 
the  men  who  pay  their  dues  promptly, 
excepting  in  case  of  sickness,  the  raise 
in  pay  and  other  privileges,  and  leave 
the  ones  who  don't  pay  take  what  their 
employer  would  give  them,  I  think  we 
would  not  need  an  organizer  to  collect 
the  dues.  None  of  us  pay  up  our  dues 
for  the  simple  reason  that  we  want  to 
help  the  Brotherhood  along.  What  we 
pay  out  our  dollars  for  is  to  try  to  have 
them  returned  with  interest  in  the  form 
of  benefits  and  wages. 

When  I  first  started  to  work  on  the 
Canadian  Northern  Railway  sectionmen 
got  |1.25  per  day,  and  they  had  to  work 
pretty  hard  for  it,  too,  and  they  had  no 
privileges  such  as  our  agreement  gives 
us  today.  Section  foremen  got  $45  per 
month  and  overtime,  if  they  could  get 
it.  In  the  winter  time  they  were  all 
alone  sometimes  with  sixteen  to  eighteen 
miles  of  track.  Brothers,  what  has 
changed  this?  The  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.,  and 
if  you  don't  want  to  go  back  to  the  same 
condition  that  existed  ten  years  ago  we 
must  pay  up  our  dues  promptly  so  that 
our  organization  will  be  in  a  position  to 
fight  for  our  rights.  Of  course,  if  we  are 
always  in  a  position  to  fight  for  what  we 
want  and  were  strong  enough  to  win 
out,  we  would  not  need  to  fight  at  all 
and  would  thereby  save  expense.  Let 
us  as  units  of  our  organization  get  after 
the  members  who  owe  their  last  half 
year's  dues  and  get  them  to  pay  up  and 
thereby  save  ourselves  the  extra  expense 
of  having  an  organizer  come  over  the 
road  for  that  purpose. 

Let  us  look  at  ourselves  in  this  way: 
We  are  the  employer;  we  pay  our  grand 


officers  who  work  for  us.  They  run  the 
business  for  us  and  we  pay  them  wages. 
Therefore,  why  not  do  a  little  work  for 
ourselves?  Let  us  make  up  our  minds 
that  if  we  cannot  get  our  neighbor  to 
cash  up  for  July  and  January  that  it  is 
not  our  fault,  and  let  us  make  up  6iir 
minds  that  if  we  cannot  get  our  brothers 
to  pay  up  it  is  no  use  having  an  organizer 
try  to. 

I  hope  this  letter  will  get  some  of  the 
members  on  the  C.  N.  to  writing  for  the 
Advocate,  and  if  the  editor  will  take 
the  kinks  out  of  this  letter  and  make  it 
presentable  in  print,  I  may  be  encour- 
aged* to  write  again.  Hoping  that  some 
brother  will  make  a  suggestion  as  to 
how  the  work  of  collecting  dues  may  be 
made  easier,  I  remain,  yours  in  B.  L. 
and  U.,  E.  L.  Bikks. 


Soo  Line. 

I  have  seen  but  very  few  letters  from 
this  part  of  the  country,  I  mean  from 
the  boys  on  the  Soo  Line.  Gome,  boys, 
let  us  get  together  and  make  this  year 
one  that  will  not  soon  be  fosgotten.  I 
know  that  if  each  of  us  will  get  busy  and 
only  get  one  new  member  each  and  each 
be  a  good,  true,  loyal  member  himself, 
that  we  will  certainly  get  a  contract  this 
year.  Now,  do  not  understand  me  to 
say  that  I  alone,  will  do  these  things, 
but  I  do  say  that  WE  can  and  I  will  say 
that  I  mean  everyone  in  the  track  de* 
partment  on  the  Soo  Line. 

It  has  been  truly  said,  ''a  rolling  stone 
gathers  no  moss."  Let  us  keep  the  ball 
rolling  now,  that  it  is  started,  for  if  we 
stop  the  moss  will  soon  grow  over  the 
good  old  way  and  the  boys  who  handle 
the  pick  and  shovel  will  soon  be  looked 
at  as  the  lowest  class  in  the  service  of 
the  railroad.  Now,  would  it  not  be  bet- 
ter to  spend  a  few  dollars  as  lodge  dues 
and  be  recognized  as  men  who  have 
some  say  about  their  rights  than  to 
spend  a  few  dollars  for  booze  and  have 
no  say  at  all  in  our  affairs. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  tell  the 
non-member  of  the  conditions  they  are 
working  under.  Ask  yourselves  these 
questions.  Am  I  getting  what  is  due 
me?    Am  I  receiving  the  money  I  earn? 
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Are  my  wages  advanced  according  to 
the  cost  of  living  and  my  ability?  Is 
it  right  for  me  to  try  to  better  the  con- 
dition of  myself,  my  family  and  my 
brother?  Just  consider  these  things  a 
few  momenta  and  make  np  your  mind 
that  yovL  are  going  to  try  to  get  more  re- 
lief. The  only  way  I  know  of  is  to  join 
the  Brotherhood  and  get  everyone  else 
on  the  road  to  do  the  same  thing  and  re- 
lief will  snrely  come,  for  the  Lord  hath 
8ud,  '*ask  a9d  ye  shall  receive."  Now, 
brothers,  yon  who  have  a  family  like 
myself,  there  may  be  girls  and  boys  who 
will  grow  np  and  it  is  only  a  few  years 
nntil  they  will  be  following  in  yonr  foot- 
steps. Do  you  want  them  to  labor  under 
the  same  condition  that  you  are  now 
working.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  de- 
ny yoorself  a  little  now  and  secure  a 
contract  and  better  yonr  condition  so 
that  yon  may  be  able  to  send  yonr  chil- 
dren to  school  and  educate  them  to  fight 
the  battles  of  life  with  more  ease  than 
you  have  had? 

Now,  boys,  I  am  in  favor  of  doing  a 
little  coaxing.  Talking  is  necessary  to 
get  all  of  the  nons  lined  up  to  join  us.  If 
you  meet  a  man  that  will  not  join,  I  am 
in  favor  of  doing  like  the  boys  who  or- 
ganized a  secret  society  and  when  one 
of  their  number  refused  to  join  at  their 
request  they  would  do  as  these  boys  did. 
They  were  out  playing  one  day  and  they 
were  climbing  small  trees  and  swinging 
back  and  forth.  The  boys  on  the  ground 
would  pile  up  the  leaves  for  them  to  fall 
on,  but  when  Bill,  the  boy  who  would 
not  join  their  society,  had  climbed  to  the 
top  of  the  tree  to  swing  down,  the  boys 
on  the  ground  raked  the  leaves  away  and 
said  to  him:  "Bill,  when  you  agree  to 
come  over  on  our  side  we  will  pile  up  the 
leaves  for  you.  If  you  won't  come  with 
ns,  we  won't  pile  up  the  leaves."  It  was 
not  long  until  Bill  said,  '*well,  boys,  pile 
up  the  leaves,  I  am  with  you  and  am 
going  to  join  right  now."  When  you 
catch  one  of  those  chronic  kickers  up  a 
tree  just  let  him  hang  until  he  asks  you 
to  pile  up  the  leaves. 

Let  us  go  about  this  work  of  Increasing 
the  membership  and  show  that  we  really 
appreciate  what  it  means  to  have  better 
working  conditions  and  the  welfare  of 


our  families,  the  educating  of  our  chil- 
dren and  the  protection  of  our  home  life. 
Not  one  of  us  would  ask  another  to  look 
after  these  matters  for  us  nor  would  the 
average  man  outside  the  Brotherhood. 
Qet  after  these  men  who  do  not  see 
where  the  Brotherhood  has  ever  done 
anything  and  show  them  how  little  they 
know.  Teach  them  something  of  the 
real  position  as  relates  to  advantages 
secured  by  the  Brotherhood  that  will  be 
enjoyed  by  them  in  the  future. 

You  may  see  the  company  in  cases 
where  they  suspend  work  would  soon  fill 
our  places  because  it  is  unskilled  labor, 
but,  brothers,  how  many  section  foremen 
do  you  know  oh  the  road  who  are  not 
practical  trackmen?  A  machine  has  not 
yet  been  invented  to  take  the  place  of  a 
section  foreman.  I  trust  that  you  boys 
on  the  Soo  Line  will  open  your  hearts 
and  speak  a  few  words  in  favor  of  the 
good  work,  and  when  the  roll  is  called, 
let  us  all  be  there.  Tours  in  B.  L.  and 
U.,  Prank. 


Watson*  SaaK. 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  again  risk 
our  stake  when  our  organizer  comes 
around  spotting  out  the  bad  places  for 
us.  I  was  pleased  to  see  the  little  chap 
at  work  getting  some  of  the  boys  in 
shape.  There  is  one  thing  I  can't  for 
the  life  of  me  understand  and  that  is, 
patching  up  members  of  our  union.  I 
mean  members  who  have  gotten  behind 
with  their  dues  and  some  one  suggests, 
''you  are  too  far  behind  and  to  start 
afresh,  and  join  the  union  once  more  boy 
and  you  are  all  right."  That  is  all  very 
fine,  but  is  the  organization  so  cheap  as 
that?  To  soma  sensible  thinking  man 
or  brother  it  might  be  altogether  differ- 
ent. Why  should  a  brother  be  allowed 
to  get  behind  and  receive  the  same  com- 
pensation as  his  brother  who  is  marching 
with  him  and  who  carries  an  up-to-date 
working  card.  Now  I  can  tell  of  men 
who  have  refused  to  go  through  the  oper- 
ation of  a  patch-up,  though  far  behind. 
They  would  hot  join  afresh  but  would  be 
men  on  their  own  merits,  and  would 
receive  benefits  for  which  others  were 
paying. 
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Now,  Mr.  Editor,  these  are  the  kind  of 
men  to  run  up  against  who  are  not  afraid 
to  make  a  stand.  They  must  have  the 
grit  of  independence,  and  manliness  too, 
but  still  if  this  getting  behind  and  join- 
ing afresh  is  practiced  among  the  mem- 
bers of  any  o'ther  union  bodies,  it  may 
be  all  right,  but  if  we  are  the  only  oi^an- 
ization  that  has  the  habit,  let  us  cut  it 
out  and  I  should  say,  at  once.  Yours  in 
B.  L.  and  U.,  Frank  Ferguson. 


Aahlandt  Ky. 


As  I  seldom  see  any  letters  from  my 
lodge  in  the  Advocate,  I  will  send  my 
first  letter  while  I  am  waiting  for  the 
train  to  take  me  to  the  regular  meeting 
of  Mt.  Sterling  Liodge  No.  225  of  which  I 
am  the  secretary. 

I  have  been  at  Maysville  on  the  Cin- 
cinnati division  of  the  C.  &  O.  for  four 
weeks  where  they  are  erecting  a  larg^ 
coal  elevator.  I  visited  Limestone  Lodg'e 
No.  8  there  last  Saturday,  and  they  took 
in  19  new  members  and  it  made  me  feel 
good  to  know  that  my  brethren  on  the 
**Cincy"  division  were  awakening  to  the 
fact  that  in  unionism  is  our  only  salva- 
tion. I  am  pleased  to  note  that  the  Or- 
der on  the  Kentucky  general  division  is 
composed  of  the  very  best  mechanics, 
the  poorer  mechanics  and  drones  remain- 
in  the  ranks  of  the  **scabs."  It  seems 
to  insttlt  some  of  them  to  ask  them  to 
get  in  the  Order,  and  they  say  there  is 
no  use  to  pay  dues  in  an  order  when  they 
get  benefit  by  the  work  of  other  men  who 
pay  dues  into  the  Order.  They  are  not 
insulted  however,  when  we  secure  an  in- 
crease in  wages,  which  they  eagerly  gprab. 
There  are  five  forces  at  Maysville ;  three 
are  solid  Brotherhood  men,  one  is  non- 
union and  one  has  but  one  Order  man. 
Three  foremen  are  union  men  and  two 
are  like  the  ones  of  whom  Patrick  Henry 
said :  *  *They  have  eyes  yet  they  see  not ; 
they  have  ears  yet  hear  not  the  things 
which  so  nearly  concern  their  temporal 
salvation." 

We  must  all  get  together  for  our  com- 
mon good.  Those  who  have  roamed 
from  the  battlefield  of  organization  and 
have  roamed  far  on  a  desolate  track, 
are  invited  to  get  right  and  will  receive 


a  cordial  welcome.  Do  not  let  the  neg- 
lect and  procrastination  of  some  of  your 
fellow  workmen  discourage  you.  Get 
after  them  more  earnestly.  We  can  not 
hope  to  win  if  we  atop  for  small  obstnic- 
tions.  Forge  ahead  1  For  as  the  poet 
said:  * 'Roses  have  thorns,  silver  foun- 
tains, mud;  clouds  and  eclipses  suic 
both  moon  and  sun."  So  we  most  keep 
busy  for  our  Order. 

I  see  a  letter  from  Bro.  J.  B.  Pugii, 
general  chairman  of  the  0.  &  O.  system 
division  in  regard  to  the  Auxiliary.  I  in- 
dorse Brother  Pugh's  letter  and  ur^ 
that  we  all  support  the  Auxiliary. 
Brother  Pugh  is  well  known  over  the  C. 
&  O.  and  has  countless  friends.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  meet  such  men  as  Brother 
Pugh.  I  also  met  Bro.  B.  F.  Swearingen 
and  Brother  Stevens,  president  of  Mays- 
ville Lodge  No.  8  both  of  whom  are  in- 
telligent Brotherhood  men  and  hard 
workers  for  it. 

Well,  my  letter  is  so  lacking  in  inter- 
est that  I  will  bring  it  to  a  oloae  and 
hope  that  1911  will  be  a  most  successful 
year  for  the  Order.  Tours  in  B.  L.  and 
U.,  Secbbtary  Lodge  No.  226. 


Bre^ver,  Me. 


I  am  a  boy  14  years  old  and  this  is  my 
first  letter  to  the  Advocate.  My  fatiier 
is  a  foreman  on  the  Buckport  branch  of 
the  Maine  Central  Railway,  and  secre- 
tary of  Penobscot  Lodge  No.  334.  Be- 
fore Mr.  Stout  organized  the  Me.  C.  By., 
my  father  received  |2  per  day  and  his 
men  $1.00.  Now  his  wages  are  |2.40  and 
his  men  receive  $1.80  in  addition  to 
many  other  privileges.  There  are  a  few 
nonmerabers  and  backsliders  on  this  road 
yet  who  are  willing  to  enjoy  the  benefits 
gained  for  them  by  others. 

On  the  8th  of  February  Mrs.  Cora  B, 
Smith,  president  of  the  Ladies'  Auxili- 
ary, was  here  organizing  the  wives  and 
daughters  of  Penobscot  lodge  members 
to  a  lodge  of  the  Auxiliary  so  as  to  be  en- 
abled to  assist  the  male  members.  Let 
us  hope  that  by  the  time  this  letter  is  in 
print,  their  lodge  will  be  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and 
Auxiliary  much  success  I  am,  yom 
truly,  Wll.  Bbennek. 
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Deerfield.   111. 

Being  a  member  of  St-  Paul  Star  Lodge 
No.  142  of  Chicago,  111.^  I  thought  I 
would  write  a  little  story,  or  verse,  which 
might  interest  the  brothers.  But  first  of 
all  let  me  congratulate  you  upon  the 
good  work  being  done  by  the  officials  of 
the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  and  also  your  highly 
prized  Advance  Advocate,  of  which  I 
am  a  highly  interested  reader.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  fact  of  the  story  on  which 
I  tried  my  hand  to  turn  into  a  poem  or 
rather  an  attempt  at  one. 

A  **down  east"  section  foreman  not 
long  ago  told  me  these  facts  as  true.  It 
seems  that  the  boys  on  that  certain  line 
were  organized  but  had  one  man  known 
as  a  scab  working  among  them.  This 
scab  thought  he  could  get  a  good  stand- 
in  with  the  new  roadmaster  by  knocking 
on  the  rest  of  the  foremen.  When  the 
boys  heard  that  the  scab  had  maliciously 
lied  about  them,  they  demanded  that 
the  roadmaster  discharge  him.  The 
roadmaster  not  wishing  to  discharge  him 
in  that  manner,  called  a  meeting  of  all 
foremen  concerned  to  meet  him  the  fol- 
lowing day  on  the  scab's  section.  The 
day  following  when  roadmaster  and  fore- 
men stepped  off  the  train  this  scab  no- 
ticed them  and  made  for  ttie  woods  and 
has  not  beeir  heard  of  since. 

THE  SCAB'S  GET-AWAY. 

Listen!  ye  brothers,  to  this  tale  of  woe. 

As  it  happened  to  a  scab  not  long  aco. 
He  worked  as  a  foreman  on  section  nine. 

The  one  to  the  south  adjoining  mine. 
He  certainly  had  the  gift  of  gab. 

For  being  an  ordinary  everyday  scab. 

He  thonght  he  was  a  wise  galoot. 

Bat  in  the  end  he  got  the  boot. 
He  was  a  knoeker,  and  he  knocked  away. 

Until  we  got  his  goat  one  day. 
He  threw  hot  air  into  Roadmaster  MeGlenn. 

And  kept  knocking  the  nnion  men. 

Of  course  we  lads  were  organized. 
When  roadmaster  heard  this  he  was  surprised. 

As  he  was  a  new  man  in  the  game. 
Having  come  from  some  railroad  in  Maine. 

But  he  knew  the  value  of  union  men- 
Glory  to  the  name  of  Roadmaster  MeGlenn. 

He  didn't  like  the  looks  of  scabs 

As  well  as  he  did  the  nnion  lads. 
Of  cdorse  the  lad  kept  nunors  afloat 

That  he  and  the  roadmaster  were  in  the  same 
boat. 
Trying  to  discharge  the  union  lads, 

And  replaee  them  with  a  bunch  of  scabs. 


When  the  roadmaster  had  heard  what  the  scab 
had  Kaid 

He  wanted  to  hit  him  on  the  head. 
But  on  second  thought  he  changed  his  mind. 

Tiiinking  the  treatment  would  be  too  kind. 
So  he  sent  a  message  along  the  line 

For  the  foremen  to  meet  on  section  nine. 

The  following  day  we  were  all  on  hand 
To  deport  the  scab  to  another  land. 

The  tar  and  feathers  were  in  a  pail 
Ready  to  accompany  the  scab  on  a  rail. 

When  the  scab  saw  that  we  had  the  goods 
He  made  deep  footprints  leading  to  the  woods. 

It  certainly  was  a  laughable  sight. 
To  see  the  scab  go  in  his  wild  flight. 

He  never  stopped  to  say  good  bye 
Or  even  to  retrm^  bis  lies. 

His  legs  moved  some,  now  yon  can  bet 
If  he  hasn't  stopped  ho  is  going  yet. 

If  you  can  line  this  up  and  get  the  low 
joints  and  high  centers  out  of  it  and 
think  it  is  fit  for  publication »  why  I  am 
yours  truly,  as  I  know  you  are  the 
**Jedge." 

I  will  try  my  hand  at  some  signal  and 
track  work  in  the  Technical  Department 
if  I  may  come  again,  as  I  may  know 
some  of  the  kinks  that  the  boys  have 
forgotten.  Wishing  every  one  success, 
I  remain,         Certificate  No.  a20903. 


Madiaon  Lodge,  No.  4. 

As  I  have  been  elected  journal  agent 
for  Lodge  No.  4,  I  will  try  to  write  a  few 
lines  for  the  good  of  the  Order.  We  are 
having  good  meetings  of  our  lodge  and  I 
certainly  do  enjoy  to  attend  them.  I 
love  to  go  to  the  meeting  and  meet  the 
brothers.  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to 
meet  them  and  grasp  their  hands,  and  I 
want  to  say  to  all  the  brothers  on  the 
Ga.  By.  that  we  are  now  meeting  at 
Union  Point  every  second  Sunday  of  each 
month.  You  brothers  who  are  always 
promising  to  come  to  the  next  meeting 
must  come  for  we  want  to  see  you.  You 
have  no  excuse  for  not  coming.  Trans- 
portation is  to  be  had  and  all  you  have 
to  do  is  to  ask  for  it.  We  have  a  nice 
set  of  officials  to  work  for,  and  I  am  sure 
you  all  like  them,  and  also  our  work  on 
the  old  Ga.  By. 

I  would  like  to  say  to  the  new  men  on 
our  road  who  never  come  to  our  meet- 
ings, what  is  the  reason  you  do  not  come? 
Are  you  scared  to  ceme,  or  are  you  just 
too  lazy  to  leave  home?    I  like  to  stay 
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with  my  wife  and  babies  on  Sanday  as 
well  as  anyone  does,  but  when  the  time 
comes  for  the  meeting  my  wife  helps  me 
get  ready  just  as  she  prepares  my  lunch 
every  day.  We  must  get  together  and 
stick  like  tar  it  we  ever  expect  to  ac- 
complish anything  worth  while,  and  if 
the  poor  trackmen  ever  need  help  it  is 
now. 

I  am  glad  to  say  the  bridge  and  build- 
ing men  are  coming  into  the  Order. 
Come  on,  boys,  we  want  everyone  of  you 
and  you  all  need  us.  You  know  the  old 
adage,  '*Unibed  we^tand,  divided  we 
fall"  and  it  is  true  in  our  case.  As  this 
is  my  first  attempt,  I  will  close  for  this 
time.  Every  member  of  the  organisa- 
tion is  cordially  invited  to  meet  with  as. 
You  will  all  receive  a  hearty  welcome. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U. , 

Journal.  Aobnt. 


Lamley*  Ala. 


Well,  brothers,  I  guess  all  the  mem- 
bers of  Selma  Lodge  No.  281  are  still 
looking  in  each  Advocatb  to  hear  from 
the  new  journal  agent.  As  I  did  not  see 
my  letter  in  the  journal  I  will  try  again. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  boys  on  the 
Mobile  division  on  the  Southern  are  in 
very  good  shape  with  their  work,  con- 
sidering the  appropriation  and  mileage, 
though  we  hope  to  get  more  money  to 
work  the  labor  with  soon.  We  have 
good  officials  to  work  for  and  we  know 
that  they  will  do  all  they  can  for  us  to 
make  improvements  as  they  know  when 
we  improve  our  job  it  improves  theirs, 
and  now,  boys,  let  us  get  after  our  duties 
in  the  Order  as  we  do  for  our  railroad 
company,  and  our  officials  of  the  Order 
will  see  some  improvements  and  we  will 
see  the  same  and  our  wives  and  babies 
will  be  better  taken  care  of.  Let  all  get 
down  to  business.  If  you  see  or  know 
of  a  man  on  your  division  who  is  out  of 
the  Order  or  who  is  behind  with  his  dues, 
let  us  see  him  and  talk  with  him  in  a 
brotherly  way  and  try  to  get  him  to 
come  in  with  us.  I  know  we  have  a  few 
on  our  line  who  ore  in  arrears  and. I 
know  they  are  good  men  but  they  have 
strayed  off  and  I  think  all  they  need  is 
just  a  little  encouragement,  but  I  am 


glad  to  say  we  have  but  few  who  hive 
not  come  in  yet.  They  are  good  men 
and  I  would  like  to  see  them  in  the  0^ 
der.  I  think  they  would  all  come  if  we 
would  get  after  them  and  give  them  a 
pressing  invitation. 

There  is  one  thing  I  want  to  say  es- 
pecially, and  that  is,  we  don't  attend  oor 
lodge  meeting  as  regularly  as  we  should, 
or  at  least  some  of  ns  don't.  We  will 
stay  away  from  the  meeting  nntO  we 
are  ashamed  to  go  to  the  meeting  and 
meet  another  fellow  who  has  done  the 
same  thing,  then  he  will  say,  '*how  aboot 
the  Order,  Bill?"  Then  Bill  wiU  say. 
"John,  I  don't  know  anything  about  it, 
so  I  think  it  has  gone  dead  or  some  one 
has  sold  out,"  and  then  Bill  and  John 
will  get  to  talking  and  in  thirty  minutes 
some  one  has  sold  out  and  the  Order  has 
gone  dead  and  they  are  not  going  to 
throw  away  any  more  money  in  .the 
Order; 

Now  let  us  cut  all  of  this  out  and  at- 
tend the  meeting  and  we  will  know 
about  the  improvements  in  our  Order, 
for  we  can't  expect  to  know  anything 
and  stay  out. 

Well,  as  this  will  be  considered  my 
first  letter  to  the  Advocatb  and  it  will 
take  up  so  much  of  the  editor's  time  to 
make  it  out  so  all  will  know  what  I  am 
trying  to  say,  I  will  close  with  best  wish- 
es to  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 

Journal.  Aobnt. 


Beckley*  W.  Va. 

As  I  have  never  written  a  letter  for 
the  dear  old  Advocatb,  I  thought  I 
would  try  my  hand.  I  may  not  make  a 
hit  but  I  am  going  to  try  my  luck  any- 
way. 

I  don't  see  any  letters  from  the  bridge 
and  building  carpenters  from  the  C.  &  0. 
I  don't  know  why  they  don't  write.  I 
guess  tney  are  like  myself,  they  don't 
read  anything  in  the  Advocatb  about 
their  work  and  they  don't  feel  like  writ- 
ing about  their  work.  Now,  I  don't  know 
whether  I  am  right  or  not,  but  I  think 
we  should  wake  up  once  a  year  and  g«t 
in  some  new  members.  There  is  another 
thing  I  wish  to  talk  about  and  that  is  to 
the  interest  of  us  all.    The  bridge  and 
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building  carpenters  are  pretty  well  lined 
Ep  on  the  Hinton  division  and  I  am  be- 
ginning to  feel  that  we  ought  to  get  a 
raise.  We  send  men  to  represent  as  and 
when  the  rest  of  the  maintenanoe-of- 
way  men  get  theirs,  they  jnst  give  the 
carpenter  the  same  raise  they  do  the  sec- 
tion hands  and  they  don't  have  to  buy 
the  first  tool,  while  we  have  to  carry  a 
full  kit. 

Now  I  would  like  for  the  carpenters  to 
be  represented  as  skilled  labor  and  they 
should  be.  I  am  sore  tiie  Brotherhood 
is  all  right  and  I  hope  that  the  carpen- 
ters will  see  to  it  that  they  are  repre- 
sented as  skilled  labor,  not  as  section 
men.  I  wonld  like  to  hear  from  some 
one  else  in  the  Advocate.  Now  if  this 
misses  the  waste  basket,  I  will  come 
again.  With  best  wishes  to  the  Advo- 
cate and  all  its  readers,  I  remain,  yonrs 
ioB.  L.  and  U., 

Certificate  No.  al8390. 


Opelilia»  Ala. 


I  am  a  little  boy  11  years  old,  I  have 
never  written  a  letter  for  publication 
before.  My  father  is  a  sectionman  on 
the  0.  A  W.  and  is  a  strong  Brotherhood 
man.  He  has  to  walk  seven  miles  to  his 
lodge.  He  has  been  a  member  for  over 
six  years  and  has  had  to  walk  there  and 
back  each  time.  We  live  in  a  pretty 
place,  but  have  no  near  neighbors.  We 
live  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  pablic 
road.  We  have  no  churches  or  schools 
near  ns.  I  have  one  little  brother  and 
twin  sisters.  As  this  is  my  first  letter, 
I  will  make  it  short.  Yonrs  sincerely, 
Fletcher  Wau^acb. 


Eagle  Bridge  Lodge  No*  467. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  be  in  troubled 
waters  all  the  time,  on  account  of  a 
little  negligence  in  paying  up  your  dues 
promptly.  It  is  like  undergoing  an  op- 
eration with  some  brothers  to  dig  down 
tod  pay  up  the  few  dollars  they  are  in 
arrears.  Those  who  are  outside  of  the 
fdBce  should  take  a  tumble  ^me  day 
and  pay  up  their  dues  and  see  what  a 
difference  it  will  make. 

The  moneyed   men    are   banded   to- 


gether. They  are  not  like  us  working 
men— half  scattered  and  half  united. 
They  go  at  their  business  easy  and  silent. 
Some  of  us  holler  and  Mow  about  this 
or  that.  Sometimes  it  is  your  officers, 
sometimes  your  roadmaster  or  foreman. 
Qo  to  your  lodge  meetings  and  pay  up 
your  dues  and  assessments.  Those  who 
talk  the  loudest  do  ^ot  attend  the  lodge 
meetings.  "A  cat  never  purrs  when  it 
is  after  a  mouse." 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Bro.  M. 
J.  Powers  last  week.  H'e  is  doing  some 
very  excellent  work  on  the  D.  &  H., 
although  he  has  some  up-hill  work  to 
do.  He  is  lining  them  up  in  good  shape 
in  spite  of  the  protests  of  a  few  petty 
officials.  Brother  Powers  is  a  hustler 
and  never  stops  for  anything.  More 
power  to  his  muscle.  I  will  ring  off  now, 
as  the  candle  is  burning  low.  Fraternal- 
ly yours,  Journal.  Agent. 


Opelilia,  Ala. 


Hello,  boys!  Good  morning!  I  have 
come  again.  I  don't  know  what  I  could 
say  that  would  be  interesting  for  all  of 
you  to  read,  but  I  will  attempt  to  say 
something.  Well,  as  the  weather  was 
bad,  this  is  the  reason  I  did  not  go  to 
the  meeting.  I  did  not  feel  like  walking 
fourteen  miles,  but  if  I  am  well  and 
nothing  happens,  I  will  go  to  the  meet- 
ing before  I  see  this  in  print,  if  it  should 
miss  the  waste  basket. 

It  is  stated  that  '*self  praise  is  half 
scandal,"  but  I  am  not  saying  this  to 
praise  myself,  but  I  have  been  on  this 
section  eight  years  and  two  months  and 
when  I  came  here  the  track  was  in  such 
bad  shape,  which  you  will  know  when  I 
tell  you  that  I  unloaded  five  cars  of  ties 
on  five  miles  of  track  the  first  day  I  was 
here.'  I  have  only  just  been  promoted 
and  some  of  you  can  guess  how  I  feel, 
but  I  went  at  it  to  make  a  success  as  a 
foreman  and  I  want  to  say  that  there 
has  only  been  one  little  accident  on  my 
eight  miles  of  track  during  eight  years 
and  that  was  a  car  of  scrap  iron  loaded 
too  heavy  which  melted  the  journals  off, 
throwing  the  front  trucks  off  the  track, 
jnst  think  of  it.  If  there  is  a  section 
foreman  anywhere  who  has  been  as  for- 
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tunate  as  this  please  write  to  the  Advo- 
cate and  tell  of  it.  If  I  have  a  partner 
I  would  like  to  know  who  he  is.  There 
is  no  knowing  how  soon  it  will  be  before 
I  will  have  an  accident  on  my  section. 
I  went  out  Sunday  last  to  cut  a  break 
rod  out  of  a  tie  when  it  had  dropped 
from  an  engine  and  went  under  one  tie 
and  turned  up  and  stuck  in  the  next  one 
on  the  comer  at  the  bottom  and  came 
out  through  the  opposite  comer  on  top 
with  each  end  above  the  rail. 

Now,  boys,  you  will  know  by  this  that 
I  have  tried  to  make  a  good  trackman 
and  I  have  tried  just  as  hard  for  six 
years  to  be  a  true  and  first-class  Broth- 
erhood man  and  I  am  going  to  continue. 
I  believe  we  have  intelligent  men  and  I 
believe  this  is  going  to  be  a  great  year 
for  our  Order  and  I  hope  that  the  boys 
on  the  C.  &  W.  who  have  not  already 
paid  dues  to  July  1911  will  do  so  and 
come  along  and  help  to  roll  the  wheel  of 
progress  and  see  what  is  on  the  other 
side  for  you.  You  know  the  good  book 
says:  **Whatever  you  sow  you  reap.'* 
If  you  do  not  sow,  you  cannot  expect  to 
reap.  It  seems  that  some  think  the  Or- 
der can  be  kept  up  without  them.  If 
you  are  ordered  by  the  roadmaster  to 
take  a  section  laid  with  90  pound  rail 
and  go  out  with  two  men  and  bars  to 
line  it  up  and  not  use  a  jack,  how  do  you 
expect  to  do  it,  i  want  to  know.  So  you 
think  you  can  take  two  men  and  do 
what  it  should  have  six  or  eight  men 
to  do.  No,  you  require  a  full  gang.  You 
say  I  can't  do  the  work  like  it  should  be 
done  with  just  two  men  and  neither 
can  we  have  an  Order  like  it  should  be 
without  you  all. 

Well,  Mr.  Editor,  I  will  ask  you  to 
please  see  if  you  can  straighten  this  so 
some  one  can  read  it.  Yours  in  B.  L. 
and  U.,  A.  R.  W. 


Raglandt  Ala. 


As  I  have  never  previously  written  to 
the  Advocate,  I  would  like  to  have  the 
editor  publish  the  following  few  lines. 
I  am  employed  on  the  S.  A.  L.  Ry.  forty- 
three  miles  east  of  Birmingham,  and  I 
am  trying  my  best  to  keep  the  low  joints 
and  the  worst  kinks  up  and  out  with  the 


force  I  have — four  men  on  Ave  miles  of 
track  which  has  fourteen  curves  on  it. 
I  am  a  member  of  Liodge  No.  404  and 
hope  that  the  members  of  our  lodge  will 
attend  our  meetings  more  regularly  in 
the  future  than  they  have  in  the  past. 
I  went  last  meeting,  and  there  were  only 
eight  members  there.  We  must  do  better 
than  that.  *  Our  Brotherhood  is  just  what 
we  make  it.  We  must  not  stay  at  home 
and  say  there  will  be  enough  without 
us,  for  every  one  has  his  work  to  do 
and  it  is  his  duty  to  do  it.  If  every 
member  will  perform  his  duty  and  do 
his  part  of  the  work,  we  will  soon  be 
getting  what  is  justly  and  honestly 
ours.  I  guess  I  have  said  enough  for 
this  time.  Wishing  the  Brotherhood 
success,  I  am,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
Certificate  No.  16906. 


R.owesville»  S.  C. 

I  am  a  tall  slim  boy  of  12  years.  My 
father  is  a  section  foreman  and  has  been 
for  20  years.  He  now  has  a  motor  car 
on  his  section,  and  has  14>^  miles  of 
track  and  is  allowed  eight  men.  Father 
is  trying  to  give  me  a  good  education. 
I  don't  think  I  will  ever  be  a  foreman, 
but  I  like  railroad  work.  I  like  hunting 
best  of  all.  I  have  a  nice  rifle  and  I 
make  good  use  of  it  every  afternoon. 
Father  has  been  receiving  his  annual 
pass  for  the  past  three  years.  It  is  good 
all  over  the  Southern  Railway.  Why 
don't  the  foremen's  children  set  out  fruit 
trees  in  their  yards?  If  they  did  this, 
the  yards  around  the  section  houses 
would  be  full  of  nice  fruit  trees.  Yours 
tmly,  Aubrey  Baxter. 


M«dicin«  Hat,  Alta. 

I  thought  I  would  write  to  the  dear  old 
Advocate  for  the  first  time.  My  father 
works  on  the  O.  P.  Ry.  He  has  been 
working  on  it  for  17  years.  Father  is  not 
home  all  the  time  in  winter,  as  he  has  to 
go  on  the  snow  plow.  I  have  one  brother 
and  one  sister.  My  brother  is  16  years 
old  and  my  sister  14.  I  am  twelve  years 
of  age.  There  are  five  in  our  family.  If 
this  is  printed,  I  will  write  again. 

Adolph  Anderson. 
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Winter  TracK  WorK. 

This  is  the  season  of  the  year  when 
the  frost  has  a  firm  grip  on  the  roadbed, 
showing  np  all  the  weak  spots  even  in  a 
fairly  good  track,  while  the  tracks  that 
were  roagh  before  the  frost  came  are 
many  times  worse  now.  On  a  track  that 
is  out  of  Hne  or  surface,  look  closely 
now  for  broken  rails,  angle  bars,  and 
also  spread  track.  The  ties  being  held 
solid  in  the  frozen  roadbed,  will  not 
cushion  the  wheels  passing  over  a  low 
joint.  If  the  spike  are  not  strong  enough 
to  hold  the  rail,  then  spread  track  will 
surely  result. 

Foremen  should  make  a  diagram  of 
their  track  and  closely  note  the  places 
that  heave  more  than  other  portions  on 
their  sections,  so  that  each  place  may 
have  special  attention  next  summer 
when  the  frost  is  gone.  In  inany  in- 
stances where  the  heaving  is  above 
normal,  a  reason  for  same  can  be  found 
upon  investigation.  Water  is  one  of  the 
chief  causes,  sometimes  on  account  of 
bad  grading,  especially  where  the  ma- 
terial had  to  be  blasted,  pot  holes  were 
blown,  which  were  afterwards  filled  with 
soft  material  that  soaks  up  and  holds 
the  water. 

The  remedy  in  cases  of  this  kind  is  to 
tap  the  bottom  of  the  hole  with  a  drain 
80  as  to  permit  the  water  running  oft 
before  freezing  sets  in.  A  large  boulder 
or  piece  of  timber  or  other  obstruction 
in  the  roadbed  sometimes  causes  heav- 
ing, the  frost  getting  under  and  lifting 
the  stone.  The  remedy  in  these  cases, 
of  course,  is  to  remove  the  obstruction, 
filling  in  the  spaces  with  ballast  or  other 
porous  material.  Another  cause  is  clay 
streaks  in  Sand  or  gravel  cuts. 

Two  things  always  combine  to  cause 
heaving;  namely,  moisture  and  freezing, 
and  where*  the  most  moisture  is,  the 
heaving  is  greatest.  A  roadbed  should 
have  the  same  conditions  in  all  its  parts 


for  draining  o£P  the  water,  and  the  frost 
will  not  then  afPect  one  part  more  than 
another.  Dig  out  your  clay  streaks  and 
fill  the  hole  with  ballast  or  cinders. 
Roadbeds  that  are  properly  drained  and 
well  ballasted  never  heave  badly  or  get 
out  of  alignment  so  quickly. 

You  will  generally  notice  that  spots 
which  heave  badly  in  winter  time  also 
settle  the  most  in  the  summer  time,  and 
from  the  self-same  cause — water.  Some 
ballast  will  cause  track  to  heave  by 
reason  of  having  quicksand  or  other 
material  mixed  with  it  that  absorbs  and 
retains  water. 

All  track  during  freezing  weather 
should  have  constant  and  careful  at- 
tention every  day,  because  the  effect  of 
freezing  is  often  very  erratic.  Some 
track  may  heave  slightly  after  a  week 
of  heavy  freezing,  and  when  the  weather 
gets  apparently  milder,  up  will  go  the 
rail  in  a  single  night  more  than  it  had 
heaved  previously  after  a  week  of  hard 
weather. 

I  don't  approve  of  adzing  a  tie,  only 
jn  extreme  cases.  Track  should  be 
shimmed  and  carefully  spiked  and  fully 
braced  in  "preference  to  adzing  down 
the  heaved"  spot.  Tie  timber  is  getting 
scarce  and  expensive.  After  adzing  a 
tie  this  winter,  if'the  cause  of  the  heav- 
ing is  not  removed, '  the  same  tie  will 
heave  again  next  winter,  when  more 
adzing  will  be  required,  and  the  first 
thing  you  know  the  point  of  the  spike 
projects  below  the  bottom  of  the  tie, 
after  which  the  tie  is  of  very  little  use, 
for  when  once  the  point  of  the  spike 
works  through  the  bottom  of  the  tie,  the 
spike  soon  works  loose  in  the  wood  and 
its  usefulness  is  gone. 

The  weakest  part  of  the  track  either 
in  summer  or  winter  is  undoubtedly  the 
joint.  There  are  a  number  of  different 
patterns  of  angle  bars  and  splices  that 
are  supposed  to  strengthen  the  joint, 
but  the  editor  has  never  yet  seen  a  joint 
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under  a  load  that  was  as  strong  as  the 
center  of  the  rail,  and  daring  the  winter 
months  it  is  more  important  to  maintain 
the  line  and  surface  as  near  perfect  as 
is  possible.  Trains  passing  over  track 
with  bad  surface  or  alignment  in  winter 
time  swing  from  side  to  side,  the  wheels 
striking  with  tremendous  force  against 
the  rail,  loosening  the  spikes  and  causing 
si»read  track  and  often  breaking  the  rail, 
particularly  if  the  low  spot  is  at  a  joint, 
the  weakest  part  of  the  rail  and  the  point 
least  able  to  stand  up  against  such  ter- 
rible pounding. 

Many  railroad  companies,  through 
ignorance  of  the  importance  of  keeping 
their  track  up  to  the  standard  in  winter 
time  so  as  to  preserve  and  extend  the 
life  of  the  rails  and  ties  or  from  reasons 


of  false  economy,  reduce  their  section 
gangs  in  winter  time,  laying  off  two  or 
more  men  on  each  section  instead  of 
retaining  the  regular  force  to  look  after 
the  rails  and  ties  and  engage  extra  men 
to  remove  what  snow  is  necessary. 

The  track  department  is  not  keeping 
pace  with  the  locomotive  and  oar  depart- 
ment in  the  matter  of  improvements. 
Twenty-flve  years  ago  we  had  fifty-ton 
engines  hauling  a  train  of  ten  and  fifteen 
tons  capacity  cars  on  a  schedule  of  about 
twelve  and  fifteen  miles  per  hour  over 
a  sixty-pound  rail  laid  on  ties  2,000  to 
the  mile.  Now  we  have  12Q-ton  engines 
hauling  60-ton  capacity  cars  twenty-five 
to  thirty  miles  per  hours  over  80-poand 
rails  laid  on  ties  3,200  to  the  mile. 

S.  J.  Pbqg. 


1 


Section  No.  5,  Richmond  Division,  Southern  Railway. 
1,  J.  W.  Dean;  2,  Jos.  Wilkebson,  Lodge  No.  348. 
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Bangor »  Me. 

Possibly  some  of  you  missed  my  letter 
in  the  Febmary  Advocate,  and  althongh 
I  cannot  write  you  much  about  my  trip 
to  Maine  sisters  and  brothers  this  month, 
I  will  tell  yon  of  my  good  success  thus 
far. 

I  left  home  on  February  5  and  reached 
Brewer  on  the  6th,  where  I  was  met  at 
the  station  by  Sister  Brennen  and  most 
cordially  entertained  at  her  home  with 
tea  by  herself  and  Brother  Brennen.  In 
the  evening  we  went  to  Bangor,  where 
the  Brotherhood  holds  its  meeting,  this 
being  one  of  the  regular  meeting  nights, 
and  after  their  meeting  and  I  had  ex- 
plained some  of  the  advantages  of  our 
Order,  a  goodly  number  gave  me  their 
names  and  we  instituted  a  lodge  of  the 
AmdUsry.  As  many  of  the  ladies  who 
were  ^gible  to  membership  were  un- 
a^cidftbly  detained  at  home  on  the 
evBtdng  of  the  meeting,  the  name  of  the 
lo^lfi^  amount  of  dues  and  other  small 
were  put  off  until  their  meeting 
» month,  the  night  having  been  set 
for  tihe  first  Monday  of  each  month  to 
ecMPgsipond  with  the  brothers'  meeting. 

ngB  new  lodge  elected  an  able  aftd 
■tfcviniT  8®^  o'  officers,  and  as  Bangor  is 
a  centnd  location  and  the  hall  facilities 
ar«r  excellent  for  holding  meetings  and 
soefal  ttftairs,  I  bespeak  a  brilliant  future 
for  Hiis  newest  baby  lodge. 

'J.  L.  Brennen,  for  many  years 
of  the  Brotherhood  lodge, 
me  valuable  assistance  among 
tlMi  members,  and  I  did  enjoy  meeting 
so'  many  of  the  sisters  and  brothers 
piesent  at  the  meeting.  As  Brother 
Herxffi  has  promised  to  send  a  list  of 
tdri^officers  to  the  Advocate,  I  will  not 
i$|ieat  what  he  pr^ftaised'to  do. 

'^Irotiiers  and  sisters  in  the  vicinity  of 
Bangor  lodge,  do  not  hesitate  to  help 
the  organization  with  your  name.    If  you 


but  try  you  ivill  gain  success  and  make 
your  lodge  not  only  the  largest  in  num- 
bers but  greater  in  the  benefits  derived 
from  it,  both  socially  and  fraternally. 
I  think  Brother  and  Sister  Stout  must 
have  made  themselves  immensely  popu- 
lar in  this  section,  as  I  hear  nothing  but 
kind  words  and  praise  for  them  from  the 
brotlftrs  and  sisters. 

My  next  visit  will  be  to  Sister  Forbes's 
lodge,  which  meets  each  month  at  Ma- 
chias,  and  I  hope  to  have  a  pleasant 
evening,  although  at  this  writing  the 
snow  is  falling  at  a  dangerous  pace  for 
the  bespeaking  of  pleasant  weather 
within  the  next  twenty-four  hours.  I 
have  also  arranged  to  visit  several  other 
places  in  the  state  and  expect  to  return 
home  about  the  22d,  at  which  time  I 
shall  expect  a  letter  from  Sister  Pearl 
Smith  and  Sister  Vnrpia,  containing  the 
good  news  of  the  lodge  in  Chicago. 
Capitol  lodge  of  Concord  installed  most 
of  its  members  in  January  and  the  re- 
mainder will  be  installed  in  February. 
I  hope  that  all  the  lodges  have  installed 
their  officers  for  the  present  year  and 
begun  business  up  to  date. 

Our  charters  will  be  ready  for  distribu- 
tion the  first  of  the  month.  Will  each 
secretary  please  send  Sister  Jenness,  our 
grand  secretary-treasurer,  a  list  of  their 
newly  elected  officers  and  all  their  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  in  order  that  the 
charters  may  be  properly  filled  out?  The 
price  of  the  charters  will  be  fl  each. 
The  constitutions  are  finished  and  the 
rituals  are  expected  every  day  and  they 
will  both  be  forwarded  to  tiie  various 
secretaries. 

I  will  be  pleased  to  hear  from  any  of 
the  sisters  at  any  time,  and  any  assist- 
ance I  can  render  regarding  the  work  of 
our  Order,  and  that  fs  within  the  reach 
of' our  treasury  funds,  will  be  gladly 
rendered.  Fraternally  yours  in  L.,  F. 
and  T.,  Coba  B.  Sioth, 
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Caron,   9&«K. 


Our  Febraary  Advocate  gave  as  a 
pleasant  surprise  by  its  early  arrival  this 
month.  We  seldom  get  ours  until  after 
the  15th.  As  usual  it  is  full  of  interest- 
ing reading  from  cover  to  oover.  We 
are  very  sorry  to  hear  of  Brother  Pegg's 
illness,  but  trust  his  recovery  may  be 
speedy  and  permanent. 

The  article  in  the  last  issue  **Patienoe 
a  Cardinal  Virtue"  claimed  our  attention 
and  gives  food  for  much  thought,  as  it 
describes  so  clearly  a  class  of  members 
in  every  organization.  Just  as  soon  as 
they  enter  their  names  and  pay  their 
first  six  month's  dues,  they  expect  an 
increase  in  salary  Immediately. 

As  one  organizer  said,  it's  like  planting 
an  apple  tree  and  expecting  it  to  bear 
fruit  the  same  season.  As  John  Mitchell 
said  when  the  great  struggle  between 
the  miners  and  mine  owners  in  Pennsyl- 
vania was  on  some  years  ago,  *4n  the 
miner's  hand  was  the  hand  of  a  little 
child,"  and  this  should  be  the  spirit  of 
unionism.  Not  every  man  for  himself, 
but  prompted  by  the  desire  to  help  others 
and  remembering  their  little  ones  who 
will  succeed  them.  Selfishness  is  detri- 
mental to  the  spirit  of  the  Brotherhood. 

I  know  of  no  organization  of  railway 
employes  that  has  accomplished  so  much 
in  so  short  a  time,  and  especially  when 
the  peculiar  differences  and  obstacles  to 
their  meeting,  owing  to  their  isolation, 
etc.,  is  considered.  Other  railway  em- 
ployes live  in  towns  and  cities  but  I.  B. 
M.  W.  E.  are  scattered  and  often  have 
to  travel  over  a  hundred  miles  each  way, 
and  even  when  passes  are  secured,  still 
there  is  the  hotel  bill  and  absence  from 
home  over  night.  The  other  craft  or- 
ganizations have  been  in  existence  from 
ten  to  twenty  years  before  the  I.  B.  M. 
W.  E.  and  have  also  had  to  learn  from 
experience. 

People  generally  take  us  at  our  own 
price,  and  here  in  Western  Canada 
maintenanoe-of-way  men  and  their  fam- 
ilies take  no  '*back  seats."  In  regard 
to  the  men  who  are  willing  to  take  the 
benefits  but  refuse  to  help  pay  for  them, 
one  brother  asked  the  question,  **wbat 
do  those  fellows  lack  of  being  hogs?" 


and  the  prompt  reply  was,  '^nothing  but 
the  bristles." 

We  are  pleased  to  see  so  much  activ- 
ity in  the  Auxiliary.  Some  one  asked 
in  a  recent  issue  of  the  journal  that  the 
benefits  of  the  Auxiliary,  or  its  objecti, 
be  explained.  My  explanation  may  not 
be  very  lucid,  but  I  feel  it,  if  I  oould 
only  say  it  intelligently. 

The  word  * 'Auxiliary"  means  helper, 
assistant,  conferring  aid  pr  support  by 
joint  action,  influence,  or  use,  and  so  we 
seek  to  assist  the  Brotherhood  by  keep- 
ing up  enthusiasm,  stimulating  their 
interest  in  the  Brotherhood  affairs  and 
taking  charge  of  the  social  part  of  their 
meetings,  educating  our  children  to  nn« 
ion  principles  and  being  brave  and  help- 
ful to  our  men  folks  in  times  of  emergen- 
cy, in  case  of  * 'strike"  for  instance. 
But,  of  course,  this  does  not  begin  to 
cover  all  the  objects  of  the  Auxiliary. 
What  of  good  has  ever  been  accomplished 
in  this  world  without  the  help  and  in- 
spiration of  woman?  And  so  oar  women 
folks  Jiave  a  g^at  responsibility.  The 
welfare. of  family,  husband  and  home 
depend  to  a  great  extent  on  their  atti- 
tude in  this  matters,  and  the  administra- 
tion of  Auxiliary  affairs  will  give  them  a 
broader  outlook  and  fit  them  for  greater 
responsibilities.  So  let  us  all  do  what 
we  can  to  keep  the  wheels  moving  so 
that  this  year  (1911)  may  be  one  of  nn- 
I>aralleled  progress. 

The  letters  in  this  (February)  Advo- 
cate are  very  special  and  it  is  good  to 
see  Brother  Lowe's  nice  long  letter  again. 
We  were  pleased  to  see  the  letters  from 
Saskatchewan  and  enjoyed  reading  the 
splendid  letters  from  Bear  Creek,  B.  C, 
giving  such  a  graphic  description  of  the 
snow-slides  down  the  mountainside,  and 
the  disaster  a  year  ago  at  that  point. 
Brother  O'Donnell,  we  are  so  sorry,  bat 
sympathy  is  not  much  compensation  for 
getting  burned  out. 

Thanks  for  the  compliments  and  also 
your  interesting  letters  to  the  Advocatb. 
Keep  it  up,  Sister  Byrd.  So  you  like 
warm  weather?  I  prefer  the  cold.  Oar 
snow-  banks  this  winter  eclipse  all  pre- 
vious records  and  the  thermometer  from 
20  to  40  with  frequent  blizzards.  This 
has  been  an  exceptionally  hard  winter< 
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I  trust  Sister  Jenness's  little  daughter 
has  completely  recovered.  Some  of  the 
old  timers  still  fail  to  write  for  the  jour- 
nal, and  among  others  Evelyn  Speight, 
who  used  to  write  such  splendid  letters. 
I  was  on  the  sick  list  myself  last  month 
when  I  should  have  written  for  the  jour* 
nal. 

So  much  snow  makes  heavy  work  for 
trackmen  this  winter.  They  certainly 
have  their  hands  full,  and  our  fuel  bill  is 
twice  the  amount  of  other  winters.  Much 
Buffering  is  likely  to  be  experienced  by 
settlers  in  outlying  districts. 

This  ''Reciprocity"  is  all  that  is  talked 
of  these  days,  but  it  will  be  old  by  the 
time  this  is  in  print.  Old  country  poli- 
tics will  claim  attention  again.  They 
seem  to  have  exciting  times  over  there 
now. 

Very  kind  regards  to  all  contributors 

and  workers  in  the  various  departments 

of  tiie  oiganization  and  with  fond  hopes 

for  the  future,  fraternally  and  sincerely, 

Mary  J.  Soott. 


«  Three  Valley,  B.  C. 

I  think  it  about  time  I  was  writing  to 
the  dear  old  Advocate  again,  and  this 
time  I  have  some  news  to  tell  yon  all. 
Since  my  last  letter  my  husband  has 
been  moved  and  is  now  section  foreman 
at  Three  Valley.  This  is  the  first  time  I 
have  ever  lived  in  one  of  the  O.  P.  R. 
section  houses,  and  I  ean  tell  you  all  this 
is  a  very  nice  one,  very  clean,  too,  as  it 
has  just  been  painted.  There  is  a  nice 
lake  at  the  back  door,  and  a  nice  depot 
here,  too.  There  is  also  a  bunk  house. 
Trains  stop  here  every  day,  but,  of 
coarse,  on  account  of  the  snow  and  cold, 
there  %^  not  as  many  trains  through 
here  nW  as  there  were  before  Christ- 
mas. The  trainmen  always  have  a 
pleasant  ''good  morning"  for  you,  and 
ail  the  passenger  trains  stop  here. 

Why  is  it  we  never  hear  from  British 
Columbia,  or  rather  this  end  of  the  di- 
vision? Are  the  brothers  too  slow,  or 
don't  they  find  time  to  write?  If  that 
is  the  case,  .why  don't  some  of  the  wives 
write  a  short  note  now  and  then  to  keep 
up  the  interest?  Surely  they  cannot  be 
so  bcuy  all  the  time  that  they  couldn't 


write  a  line  occasionally  until  they  have 
enough  to  make  an  interesting  letter. 
Maybe  some  of  you  sisters  are  not  as 
lucky  as  I  am,  for  you  see  I  have  only 
three  children,  two  of  whom  go  to  school. 
By  the  way,  the  school  here  is  very  nice, 
and  the  children  seem  different  com- 
pared with  those  of  some  I  have  seen 
since  I  came  to  Canada. 

I  must  ring  off  now,  or  I  will  be  having 
to  pay  extra  for  holding  the  wire  so  long 
a  time.  Wishing  the  Brotherhood  every 
success  for  the  year,  and  with  best 
wishes  to  all  the  Advocatb  readers,  I 
am,  yours  in  S^  L.  and  U., 

Mbs.  Clbaveb. 


Salt  SpHngs  Statian»  N,  S. 

The  January  and  February  issues  of 
the  Advocate  both  arrived  in  the  same 
week,  and  in  looking  over  the  corre- 
spondence for  familiar  signatures,  we 
missed  Grand  President  Lowe's  cheery 
letter,  as  well  as  one  from  Grand  Presi- 
dent Smith  of  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary, 
from  the  pages  of  the  journal,  but  we 
did  find  a  greeting  for  the  new  year  from 
the  first  named  in  the  January  copy,  and 
near  the  last  of  the  correspondence  one 
from  President  Smith.  The  February 
issue  contained  President  Lowe's  letter 
in  its  accustomed  place,  but  not  a  line 
from  Sister  Smith.  We  do  hope  March 
will  find  letters  from  both  in  their  ac- 
customed places  in  their  respective 
columns. 

It  has  been  some  time  since  I  endeav- 
ored to  write,  but  I  find  in  reading  letters 
in  Hhe  journal  mentioned,  that  others 
haire  been  afflicted,  and  the  holiday 
season  was  indeed  sad  enough  for  us, 
owii^g  to  the  illness  of  one  of  our  family, 
but  we  are  thankful,  indeed,  to  say  that 
he  is  now  recovering  and  will,  we  trust, 
in  a  short  time  be  as  well  as  ever.  I 
think  it  wiU  be  only  fair  to  thank  the 
kind  friends  who  remembered  us  with 
Christmas  wishes  and  greetings.  At  the 
time  of  their  arrival  our  boy  was  so  very 
ill  that  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  ac- 
knowledge them,  and  the  days  seemed 
to  grow  into  weeks  quickly,  but  we 
hope,  if  spared,  to  remember  each  one 
in  a  more  tangible  way* 
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We  noce  what  Brother  Patten  says  of 
Florida,  and  as  we  have  the  coldest 
weather  in  Nova  Scotia  we  have  had  for 
years,  naturally  we,  too,  wish  that  we 
could  enjoy  the  summer  climate  spoken 
of.  Yet,  at  the  same  time,  I  wonder  if 
Brother  Patten  does  not  rememher  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  spent  in  Nova  Sootia 
better  from  the  extreme  change  he  now 
enjoys.  Years  ago  the  children  here 
enjoyed  coasting,  skating,  sleigh  riding, 
etc.,  but  the  winters  have  changed  so 
much  during  the  past  few  years  that  a 
good  deal  of  the  pleasures  of  ''ye  olden 
time"  seem  to  have  flown,  although 
there  is  some  skating  for  the  young  folks 
and  certainly  enough  frost.  One  friend 
of  this  family  who  formerly  lived  in  a 
town  in  Nova  Scotia  has  been  in  Florida 
the  last  year  or  two  and  frequently  sends 
cards  showing  the  difference  in  the 
climate.  For  instance,  one  card  has 
two  scenes  on  it.  One  half  represents 
orange  trees  and  children  playing  be- 
neath them  in  summer  array.  The  other 
half  has  children  clothed  in  coats,  caps, 
overshoes,  etc.,  building  snow  men  and 
throwing  snow  balls,  and  below  we  read, 
'*I  eat  oranges  for  you  while  you  throw 
snow  balls  for  me."  Just  now  we  have 
a  great  lot  of  snow  here,  but  poor  snow 
for  the  above. 

I  note  from  President  Lowe's  letter 
that  the  constitutions  will  soon  be  ready, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  so.  We  have  been 
patiently  waiting  for  them. 

Truro  lodge  generally  succeeds  in  hold- 
ing regular  meetings,  but  not  so  with 
Evangeline,  and  I  fear  the  extreme  cold 
weather  will  succeed  in  freezing  them 
up.  However,  when  the  spring  comes 
I  trust  the  sun  will  be  strong  enough  to 
thaw  them  out. 

In  sending  out  the  notices  in  Decem- 
ber, I  inadvertently  made  the  mistake 
of  calling  for  half-yearly  dues  from  our 
members,  as  the  Brotherhood  does. 
Seven  members  responded,  and  the 
amount  was  sent  forward  to  our  grand 
secretary  (but  it  is  certainly  a  much 
better  idea  to  send  the  full  amount  of 
50  cents,  seeing  that»it  saves  money  in 
issuing  but  one  card  per  year).    . 

Our  next  meeting  is  called  for  the  16th 
of  February,  but  no  one  knows  what  the 


weather  will  be  then.  A  bosineas  lettef 
that  left  here  November  29,  addressed 
to  Mrs.  Nannie  Pugh,  Richmond,  Va., 
has  been  returned  from  the  dead  letter 
office,  so  could  not  have  had  the  correct 
address.  One  left  at  the  same  time  to 
Mrs.  Irwin  and  may  have  met  the  same 
fate,  as  no  reply  has  come  to  that.  Both 
were  in  r^^ard  to  our  committee  work. 
I  received  your  card.  Sister  Irwin.  Tell 
me,  did  you  get  the  lettert  I  have  your 
address,  but  may  have  neglected  writing 
it  all  out  on  the  envelope.  Sister  Robert- 
son, we  were  glad  to  hear  the  news  from 
Oarieton  Place.  Sister  Forbes,  how  are 
yoa  succeeding?  Say!  do  you  or  any  of 
the  sisters  file  your  copies  of  the  Advo- 
cate? I  hope  so.  I  met  one  sister  at 
Boston  who  has  every  copy  but  one  that 
has  ever  been  issued,  if  I  understand 
correctly.  We  have  quite  a  number  now 
and  did  have  a  lot  of  bygone  dates  but 
they  were  sacrificed  in  the  interest  of 
nnionism,  the  head  of  the  honse  sending 
them  out  to  the  different  localities  to 
interest  or  sow  the  seed  for  future  lodges, 
and  they  helped,  for  lodges  are  there 
now,  and  so  we  will  suppose  they  did. 

Well,  really,  I  must  dose,  for  there 
are  a  lot  of  other  letters  waiting  to  be 
answered;  in  fact,  a  few  days  ago  I  had 
over  twenty  unanswered,  so  must  ceaee 
this.  With  best  wishes  for  success  to 
the  Order,  I  remain,  yours  in  L.,  F.  and 
T.,  Mb8.  B.  G.  H. 


ChicsiCo,  III. 


Have  thought  for  some  time  I  woold 
write  a  letter  for  the  Advooatk,  and  the 
following  is  my  first  attempt  at  any 
thing  in  this  line. 

How  do  yon  do,  gentlemen  of  the 
Brotherhood  and  ladies  and  gentlemen 
of  the  Auxiliary,  whom  I  met  at  oar 
convention  at  Boston.  It  is  too  late  in 
the  year  for  me  to  say  anything  anent 
the  convention.  All  who  have  written 
letters  to  the  Advocatb  have  e3q>atiat6d 
on  the  good  times  we  all  had,  so  I  will 
not  weary  you  with  any  furtiier  remarks. 

I  have  never  before  written  a  letter  fcnr 
publication,  as  I  am  not  a  good  writer. 
When  necessary  I  can  stand  up  in  a 
lodge  room  and  say  what  I  think  is  right. 
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I  think  I  was  called  a  * 'chronic  kicker" 
at  Boston  bat  the  ladies  who  had  griev- 
ances were  very  backward  aboat  airing 
them,  so  to  help  the  cause  along  I  vir- 
taally  did  the  talking  for  them. 

What  is  the  matter  with  yon  men  on 
the  I.  C.  R.  R.,  why  don't  you  wake  up 
and  do  somethingf  If  you  always  leave 
it  to  the  other  fellow,  what  do  you  ever 
expect  to  accomplishf  Do  yon  think 
the  officials  of  the  road  are  going  to  walk 
np  and  hand  yon  out  an  increaseed  sal- 
ary, unless  yon  band  together  and  fight 
for  it?  If  it  is  not  worth  fighting  for  it 
is  not  worth  having. 

Here  comes  a  new  year  and  yon  have 
nothing  to  show  for  the  year  just  passed 
and  gone,  while  some  other  roads  have 
a  signed  agreement  andinoreased  wages. 
How  did  they  get  it?  Don't  you  want 
better  conditions,  so  when  your  children 
need  an  education,  better  clothes  and 
some  of  the  comforts  of  life  yon  will  be 
able  to  give  it  to  them.  Then  don't  set 
back  and  wait,  thinking  some  one  else 
will  do  the  work  for  you,  but  get  up  and 
make  a  new  resolution  in  this  new  year, 
that  yon  will  stick  by  the  Brotherhood 
and  help  make  others  stick,  so  that  in  six 
months  you  can  walk  up  to  the  officials 
and  demand,  and  get  what  you  demand. 
Yon  can  look  around  you  and  see  that  in 
all  kinds  of  labor  the  workingmen  have 
to  organise  before  they  can  accomplish 
anything  to  better  their  condition.  With- 
out organization  where  would  you  be 
today.  Even  in  religion,  look  way  back. 
Didn't  tiie  people  have  to  band  them- 
selves into  organizations  and  fight  even 
for  the  right  to  worship  Qod  according 
to  their  beliefs?  The  necessity  has  come 
from  generation  to  generation  to  fight 
for  human  rights.  So  now,  why  don't 
you  in  the  name  of*humanity  get  up  and 
do  something  to  better  your  own  condi- 
tion. Maybe  yon  are  perfectly  satisfied 
with  what  you  have,  but  think  of  your 
wife  and  children,  have  they  not  some 
claims  upon  your  knowledge  and  ener- 
gy?   Think  it  over  and  do  something. 

I  think  of  one  thing  that  many  can  do 
and  ought  to  do,  that  is,  ^get  insured. 
Now  that  the  way  has  been  opened  by 
the  Brotheriiood  making  the  expense 
very  reasonable,  every  member  not  in- 


sured should  immediately  assign  a  por- 
•tion  of  his  monthly  earnings  for  this 
purpose.  A  brother  of  the  Order'  has 
lately  been  killed  in  a  hand  car  ac- 
cident, he  left  a  widow  and  five  children. 
He  Ind  no  insurance.  Just  think  what  a 
benefit  an  insurance  of  f  1,000  would  have 
been  to  them. 

Sisters,  I  have  read  all  of  your  good 
letters  in  the  Advocate  and  enjoy  them 
very  much.  I  have  received  personal 
letters  from  Sisters  Harrison  and  Forbes 
and  they  do  write  beautifully.  There 
was  another  sister  promised  to  write, 
but  I  must  say  she  is  a  Byrd.  But  I 
read  her  letters  in  the  Advocate  and 
enjoy  them  very  much. 

We  have  no  Auxiliary  in  Chicago  yet, 
but  I  hope  we  will  soon  be  ready  to  in- 
stall a  lodge  here,  and  if  we  do,  I  know 
we  will  all  work  to  make  it  a  success. 
With  kindest  wishes  and  a  happy  New 
Year  to  you  all,  yours  in  L.,  F.  and  T., 
PeablR.  Smith. 


Molaon,  Man* 


Just  a  line  to  the  Advocate  and  its 
readers  and  to  wish  you  all  a  prosperous 
new  year.  I  like  to  read  the  letters  in 
the  journal  and  am  very  interested  in 
them,  especially  the  one  written  from 
Florida.  We  poor  mortals  in  the  North 
have  rather  a  tough  time  of  it.  I  think 
that  if  Cook  or  Peary  had  come  this  way 
they  would  not  have  had  any  trouble 
locating  the  pole.  I  am  sorry  we  all 
can't  live  in  Florida,  as  we  would  like  to. 
My  husband  has  worked  on  the  O.  P.  R. 
four  years.  He  joined  the  union  as  soon 
as  it  started,  as  having  lots  of  experience 
in  unions  in  the  old  country  he  knew 
what  he  would  get  if  it  were  not  for  the 
union. 

Now,  just  a  word  to  the  wise.  If  any 
of  you  are  backsliding  get  busy  and  pay 
up  your  dues  like  men  and  all  who  don't 
belong  get  a  hustle  on.  Don't  feel  mean 
when  an  organizer  comes  around  and 
asks  you  if  you  belong  to  the  union. 
Remember  unity  is  strength,  and  don't 
let  the  union  have  to  get  a  flanger  out 
to  make  you  see  your  own  interests. 
Put  your  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  not  of 
the  handcar,  but  to  the  wheel  oi  prog- 
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Remember  that  there  will  always 
be  capital  and  labor  and  get  prepared 
through  the  union  to  sell  your  labor  at 
the  best  value.  Section  foremen  and 
also  men  preach  the  gospel  of  progres- 
sion, and  when  your  troubles  arise,  be 
prepared  to  get  your  delegate  a  hearing. 
The  power  is  in  your  own  hands.  Yours 
fraternally.  Mb8.  H.  B. 


K«nt  County*  N.  B« 

Each  month  as  I  read  the  letters  in 
the  dear  old  Advocate,  I  think  to  my- 
self, I  will  write  one  for  the  next  issue, 
but  (as  many  of  us  do)  keep  putting  it 
oft  until  it  is  too  late.  But  I  am  going 
to  try  my  first  letter  now  and  if  it  es- 
capes the  waste  basket,  I  will  try  again. 

I  think  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  a  fine  Order 
(though  there  are  lots  who  don't  seem 
to  think  so)  and  if  I  were  a  man  I  would 
certainly  join  it  as  quickly  as  you  could 
say  '*jack  knife."  Or  if  there  was  an 
Auxiliary  within  my  reach  I  would  join 
it  with  pleasure. 

Now,  brothers  and  sisters,  (speaking 
in  behalf  of  my  father)  as  this  is  the  be- 
ginning of  a  new  year,  we  wish  you  one 
and  all  success  and  prosperity  through- 
out the  year,  and  the  right  and  only  way 
to  obtain  that  is,  to  all  pull  together  and 
pay  up  your  dues.  As  the  saying  goes, 
'*no  time  is  like  the  present  time."  Just 
stop  and  think  how  unfair  you  are  to 
your  brothers  if  you  share  the  benefits  of 
organization  and  neglect  to  pay  dues. 

I  dare  bet  '^dollars  to  doughnuts"  that 
if  any  one  of  your  fellow  men  gave  you 
a  nice^  present,  you  would  feel  more 
or  less  indebted  to  him  until  you  returned 
it  in  some  way.  Now,  how  does  that 
apply  to  the  increase  of  pay  you  are  all 
receiving  monthly  through  the  Brother- 
hood? That's  a  present,  yet  what  are 
you  returning  for  it?  Ask  yourselves 
the  question.  Not  even  your  dues  (if  I 
understand  the  meaning  of  these  letters), 
neither  do  they  honor  their  lodge  with 
their  company.  Oh  I  brothers,  don't  be 
so  afraid  of  a  few  cents  or  a  few  hours' 
less  sleep.  Think  it  a  pleasure,  as  well  as 
a  duty. 

My  father  is  a  Brotherhood  man  and 
is  very  thankful  for  the  benefits  he  has 


received  through  it.  There  are  not 
many  of  papa's  fellow  workmen  who  be- 
long to  the  Brotiierhood,  though  they 
are  all  receiving  the  same  benefits  as  he 
is.  (What  a  mean  set  of  men.)  Out  of 
a  gang  of  about  fifty  men  only  about 
eight  or  ten  of  them  are  Brotherhood 
men.  Then  to  think  a  non-member 
would  have  the  impudence  to  ask  for  a 
raise  in  pay. 

I  am  so  glad  papa  is  not  a  non.  He  is 
a  member  in  good  standing  and  I  will  do 
all  in  my  power  to  keep  him  so.  Papa 
is  an  I.  C.  R.  man,  his  division  exteikl- 
ing  from  Newcastle  to  Moncton. 

I  would  like  to  see  some  letters  in  the 
journal  from  this  part  of  the  country.  I 
know  there  are  people  a  great  deal  more 
capable  of  writing  letters  for  publication 
than  I  am — some  of  you  try.  I  would 
like  to  exchange  post  cards  wiUi  some 
of  the  sisters  in  N.  H.  and  B.  C. 

Now,  I  trust  that  all  the  brothers  will 
step  forward  at  this,  the  beginning  of 
1011  and  make  a  record  worth  smiling  at, 
and  that  when  the  close  comes  each  one 
can  say,  '*!  have  done  my  duty  to  the 
best  of  my  ability."  If  I  can  be  of  any 
benefit  to  the  Auxiliary  or  Brotherhood 
I  will  only  be  too  glad  to  render  my 
service  at  any  time.  I  will  not  try  the 
editor's  patience  too  much.  As  this  is 
my  first  letter,  I  trust  it  will  escape  the 
waste  basket  and  I  will  try  again.  I  am, 
yours  for  the  cause, 

A  New  Beqinneb. 


Saltpetre  Cav«»  Va. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  to  the  Advo- 
cate, I  will  try  and  not  weary  you  with 
a  long  one.  I  enjoy  reading  the  nice 
letters  from  the  girls  and  boys.  My 
father  is  a  section  fbremanon  theC.  &0. 
By.  and  he  is  also  a  Brotherhood  man. 
I  think  it  is  nice  to  have  a  father  belong 
to  such  a  nice  Order. 

I  am  a  little  giri  15  years  of  age.  I 
am  going  to  school.  My  teacher's  name 
is  Miss  Emma  Peery.  If  this  does  not 
reach  the  waste  basket  I  will  come  again. 
I  would  like  to  exchange  post  cards  with 
any  of  the  journal  readers.  Wishing  the 
Brotherhood  much  success,  I  remain, 
NbixibPeebt. 
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Woodatockt  N.  B. 

As  it  is  Sunday,  and  the  6th  of  Febm- 
ary  and  such  a  lovely  day  nearly  every- 
one is  sleigh  riding.  Everybody  bat  me. 
I  think  it  was  Richard  III  who  said: 
"Ahorse,  a  horse;  my  kingdom  for  a 
horse,"  and  I  would  say  the  same  today. 
The  roads  are  jost  lovely  and  the  snn 
is  shining  so  nicely,  and  having  a  winter 
as  we  have  had,  five  weeks  of  stormy 
weather,  hence  the  rush  for  horses  today. 

It  is  seldom  that  I  have  time  to  think 
whether  it  is  storming  or  the  sun  shining, 
bat  I  now  enjoy  the  luxury  of  a  hired 
girl,  hence  the  time  for  reflection.  We 
had  some  nice  weather  in  December, 
bat  January  came  in  cold  and  stormy 
and  everyone  is  complaining  about  the 
ookL  My  poor  flowers  are  looking  as  if 
they  were  touched  with  frost,  but  I  think 
they  will  recover  as  they  were  only 
li^tly  touched.  Our  house  was  very 
warm  but  this  winter  capped  all  I  ever 
knew,  but  the  winter  will  pass  and  spring 
will  come  with  its  blossoms  and  the  sun 
will  shine  just  as  time  flies. 

Jnst  think  of  it!  It  has  just  been  five 
months  since  we  all  met  at  the  conven- 
tion when  we  pledged  to  be  true,  staunch 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  organization, 
and  although  we  may  never  meet  again 
still  we  will  all  remember  one  another. 
Any  man  who  does  not  see  any  good  in 
the  organization  is  either  a  crank  or  a 
victim  of  a  diseased  mind.  He  is  also  a 
nuisance.  He  gorges  himself  with  tid- 
bits of  petty  grievances  and  i^en  gives 
the  public  an  itemized  account  of  his 
meal  and  so  weaving  tales  and  accounts 
.  of  what  the  organization  had  or  had  not 
done.  He  is  a  chronic  kicker  and  would 
not  join  the  organization  himself,  but 
tries  to  discourage  others  who  might 
have  done  differently  had  they  known 
better  in  the  first  place. 

The  man  who  thinks  his  children  are 
as  well  off  as  he  was,  or  his  father  and 
mother  did  not  know  much  about  luxury 
and  they  were  all  right,  or  who  does  not 
believe  in  the  new  fangniangled  things, 
or  as  we  put  it,  up-to-date  things  of  life, 
what  we  would  call  necessities,  or  who 
does  not  see  any  use  in  keeping  pace 
with  the  times,  is  to  be  pitied*    Indeed 


those  people  who  do  not  see  any  use  in 
joining  the  Order  that  would  lift  them 
out  of  the  mire  as  it  were,  must  be  deaf 
to  the  music  of  good  will  and  love.  Deaf 
to  the  sound  that  inspires  the  worker  and 
the  helper.  He  is  a  stranger  to  the  no- 
bility and  entimsiasm  that  cheers  and 
encourages  the  working  man.  Yet  he 
encumbers  the  earth  and  should  be  an 
object  lesson  to  the  people  who  are  try- 
ing to  better  their  condition.  Yet  we 
have  no  contempt  for  him.  Poor  fellow, 
his  road  is  a  hard  one.  He  is  to  be  treat- 
ed with  pity  not  scorn. 

How  different  is  the  trainman's  lot 
from  what  it  was  twenty  years  ago. 
They  would  be  in  the  same  condition 
today  if  they  had  not  organized.  Why 
do  the  express  messengers  get  such  poor 
pay?  Because  they  were  never  oi^an- 
ized  and  have  no  one  to  fight  their  case 
for  them.  An  express  messenger  has  to 
have  an  education  fitting  for  a  lawyer 
and  a  recommendation  fit  for  a  minister 
to  enable  them  to  handle  such  valuable 
property  as  we  would  send  by  express, 
but  any  uneducated  trainman  will  get 
double  his  pay  because  they  had  enough 
thought  to  organize,  but  yet  the  people 
will  hesitate  to  join  the  Order,  but  some 
day  they  will  see  differently.  Men  must 
watoh  and  wait;  women  must  hope  and 
pray.  With  best  wishes  to  all  concerned, 
I  remain,  Mbs.  Laura  Doret. 


Durbin,  Flau 


Will  the  kind  editor  please  allow  me 
space  in  the  dear  Ajovooatb  for  a  few 
lines.  As  this  is  the  third  attempt  to 
get  a  letter  in  the  journal,  I  don't  know 
what  I  will  do  if  I  don't  see  this  in  the 
March  number.  I  am  a  little  girl  16 
years  old,  or  at  least  I  will  be  16  the 
7th  of  March.  I  am  5  feet  5  inches  tall 
and  have  brown  hair  and  brown  eyes. 

My  papa  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
Florida  East  Coast  Railway.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  and 
thinks  it  is  a  grand  Oider.  What  is  the 
matter  with  the  boys  and  girls  on  the 
P.  E.  C?  Why  don't  they  wake  up  and 
write  often  for  the  journal? 

Darbin  is  a  very  lonesome  place.  Our 
closest  neighbors  live  one  and  a  half 
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miles  from  the  section  house,  so  you  will 
all  see  that  it  is  quite  lonesome  here,  or 
at  least  I  think  so.  We  have  been  livinsr 
here  at  Durbin  six  years.  I  do  not  go  to 
school  now  as  I  have  to  stay  home  with 
mamma.  My  two  oldest  brothers  go  to 
school.  I  have  one  married  sister.  I 
certainly  did  miss  her  when  she  got 
married  and  went  away.  I  am  the  sec- 
ond oldest  child  in  the  family.  I  have 
three  brothers  and  three  sisters. 

Mrs.  Byrd,  I  enjoy  reading  yoor  letters 
very  much.  Yon  are  quite  right  about 
Florida,  the  land  of  orange  blossoms. 
It  is  quite  a  beautiful  place  indeed  and 
I  hope  you  will  some  time  come  to  Flor- 
ida to  live. 

I  would  like  very  much  to  exchange 
post  cards  with  the  readers  of  the  jour- 
nal. I  will  not  answer  any  comic  cards 
so  do  not  send  them.  Well,  as  I  cannot 
write  very  interesting  letters,  I  will  ring 
off.  Hoping  the  kind  editor  will  correct 
all  mistakes  and  publish  my  letter,  I  re- 
main, with  best  wishes  to  the  Brother- 
hood and  all  concerned, 

Viola  STAUiB. 


Carleton  Place  Ont. 

The  boys  and  girls  of  Carleton  Lodge 
No.  222  and  Mississippi  Lodge  No.  29 
met  on  the  31st  of  December  for  their 
election  and  installation  of  officers.  The 
brothers  initiated  five  new  members  into 
the  Brotherhood  and  the  ladies  initiated 
three  old  members  and  two  new  mem- 
bers into  the  new  Auxiliary. 

After  the  business  was  over,  the  lodge 
adjoarned  and  their  annual  oyster  supper 
was  served  by  the  ladies.  We  had  a 
guessing  contest  on  the  weight  of  a  fruit 
cake  put  up  by  the  Auxiliary,  and  it 
livened  things  up  for  a  while.  The  con- 
test was  won  by  Brother  Milliken,  the 
new  president,  and  which  put  |2  in  tiie 
treasury  of  the  Auxiliary. 

After  the  lodge  was  called  to  order  a 
short  program  was  rendered,  consisting 
of  readings  aAd  recitations,  which  added 
to  the  enjoyment  of  seeing  the  old  year 
out  and  the  new  y^ar  in.  The  brothers 
and  sisters  went  home  well  pleased  with 
the  evening's  entertainment. 

Thank  you  Brother  Lowe  and  Brother 


and  Sister  Pegg  for  your  kind  remem* 
brance  at  Christmas. 

Sister  Hart  I  did  not  get  lost  with 
that  bag  of  stones  and  shells,  and  I  hqw 
Sister  Vurpia  and  I  will  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  spending  another  hour  with  yon 
on  the  seashore  in  the  future.  I  tUnk 
we  shall  always  remember  the  pleasant 
time  we  spent  in  Boston  and  Salem.  I 
will  close  for  this  time  by  wishing  the 
Order  every  success.  Yours  in  L.  F.  and 
T.t  Florbncb  Robkbtson. 


South  Dmnbtsryt  N*  H« 

Well,  dear  sisters  and  brothers,  I  take 
great  pleasure  in  telling  you  that  the 
new  Auxiliary  is  going  to  be  a  live  one, 
as  the  remittances  I  liave  received  from 
the  different  secretaries  all  have  new 
members  on  them,  which  shows  that 
they  are  working  hard.  But,  dear  sisten, 
don't  let  the  secretary  do  it  alL  Each 
one  of  yon  try  to  get  a  new  member  and 
help  to  make  your  meetings  interestiiig 
ones. 

I  see  by  Sister  Steele's  letter  that  they 
had  a  nice  time  and  got  two  new  mem- 
bers. I  think  the  brothers  en}oy  a  little 
supper  or  entertainment  of  some  kind 
once  in  a  while.  We  have  just  had  a 
"baked  bean"  suj^ier  and  sold  a  mg  by 
tickets,  (ten  cents  each)  having  a  g^ood 
time  and  getting  a  nice  little  sum  for  our 
treasury. 

Our  grand  president  is  taking  a  trip 
through  Maine  where  she  expects  to  in- 
stitute some  lodges,  but  then,  I  will  leave 
that  for  her  to  tell.  We  only  hope  that 
she  has  not  been  buried  in  the  large 
snow  storm  we  have  had  since  she  left 
home.  As  I  am  Just  recovering  from  an 
attack  of  la  grippe  my  letter  must  neces- 
sarily be  brief.  Wishing  success  to  the 
cause,  I  remain,  yours  in  L.  F.  and  T., 
Mrs.  Obo.  B.  Jsnuess. 


Coml  Grove,  Ohio. 

Dear  readers  of  the  Advocate:  Not 
seeing  anything  from  the  Norfolk  and 
Western  boys  of  Ck>al  Grove,  I  will  try 
to  write  a  few  lines.  I  am  not  very  good 
at  letter  writing,  but  I  am  going  to  do 
the  best  I  can,  as  Mrs.  Brooks  of  Ironton 
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tells  me  that  she  is  going  to  send  a  letter 
for  the  March  Journal  and  yon  know  I 
conld  not  let  her  get  ahead  of  me  in  that 
way,  as  what  one  of  ns  does  the  other 
does  likewise. 

My  husband  is  a  section  f<Mreman  at 
Goal  Grore.  We  have  been  living  here 
for  2  years  and  8  months.  We  have  a 
very  pretty  place  in  the  sommer  time  and 
live  in  a  very  good  house,  but  I  think 
the  N.  &  W.  By.  should  make  it  better 
by  papering  and  painting  it.  We  have  a 
large  garden  and  keep  cows,  hogs  and 
chickens.  The  only  fault  I  find  to  living 
here  is  that  the  east  end  of  the  Goal 
Grove  yard  is  between  the  house  and  the 
street,  but  it  is  very  nice  after  all.  It  is 
not  five  minutes  walk  to  the  car  line. 
We  have  no  real  close  neighbors  and  it 
gets  very  lonesome  some  times,  but  then 
it  would  be  lonesome  anywhere. 

There  is  no  one  who  can  take  the  place 
of  my  little  boy  who  died  December  4th, ' 
1910,  from  the  effects  of  being  burned. 
We  have  three  other  children  to  care  for 
bat  none  of  them  can  fill  his  place.  I 
some  times  grow  sad  and  dreary,  but  I 
try  to  bear  my  cross  as  best  I  can,  and 
live  in  hopes  of  seeing  him  some  day  in 
the  other  world.  I  must  close  this  letter 
and  give  space  for  some  more  interesting 
letters.  If  I  could  write  as  some  of  the 
other  ladies  do,  I  don't  think  I  would 
miss  a  single  issue,  and  I  would  write  a 
good,  long  letter.    Youry  truly, 

Mrs.  Hy.  Murpht. 


Lafayett*.  Ga. 


If  you  wiU  allow  me  space  in  the  Ad- 
VOOATB,  I  would  like  to  write  a  few  lines. 
We  live  near  the  depot  and  have  a  nice 
place  to  live  Mid  we  like  the  neighbor- 
hood very  fine,  have  a  good  school,  and 
three  nice  churches  and  Sunday  schools. 

Mr.  Suggs  went  to  work  on  the  Ist  of 
February,  after  being  oft  for  four  months 
and  a  half.  He  was  taken  sick  on  the 
15  of  September  with  typhoid  fever. 
We  wish  to  extend  our  hearty  thanks  to 
the  I.  B.  M.  W.  £.  members  and  to  oth- 
ers for  the  kindness  shown  during  his 
siekness.  We  are  living  on  the  Central 
of  Georgia,  Ohattanooga  division.  The 
oflleials  are  all  so  nice  to  us  and  were 


especially  good  during  our  trouble.  The 
doctor  has  condemned  i^e  well  water 
here  as  being  the  cause  of  the  typhoid 
fever,  and  the  company  is  going  to  have 
the  town  put  in  a  hydrant  for  us.  We 
have  the  fever  here  every  summer  and 
fall,  so  perhaps  when  the  hydrant  is  in, 
we  will  not  have  it  any  more. 

I  would  like  to  say  to  the  sisters  whom 
I  don't  know  and  who  don't  know  me, 
that  iny  husband  is  foreman  here  at  this 
place.  He  has  been  working  for  this 
company  for  quite  a  while  and  is  the 
sixth  foreman  on  the  division.  Mrs. 
Shope,  whose  husband  is  foreman  of  the 
Ohattanooga  yard  is  quite  sick  at  the  Er- 
langer  Hospital.  Mrs.  J.  E.  Shope,  you 
are  all  acquainted  with  her.  She  has 
written  often  to  the  Advocate. 

I  will  close  for  this  time  and  will  write 
again  in  the  near  future.  We  wanted 
in  some  way  to  express  our  thanks  to  the 
brothers  for  their  kindness  to  us,  and  I 
do  not  know  of  a  better  way  than  through 
the  columns  of  the  dear  old  Advocate. 
With  best  wishes  to  the  Advocate  and 
and  its  many  readers,  I  am,  yours  sin- 
cerely, Mbs.  B.  Suggs. 


Woodland*  Miaa. 


I  have  read  and  enjoyed  many  num- 
bers of  the  dear  old  Advocate  and  have 
often  promised  to  pen  a  few  lines  for 
publication  but  have  just  been  putting 
it  off.  However,  this  morning  I  find 
myself  telling  what  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Brotherhood  are  doing  in  this 
part  of  Mis^ssippi.  My  brother-in-law 
has  been  a  member  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  is  now  foreman  on  the  Col- 
umbus division  of  the  Southern  Railway 
and  was  also  personally  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Oooper,  (late  Mr.  Cooper)  from 
Mathiston,  Miss.  He  was  a  good  man 
and  a  dilligent  worker  for  the  Brotheiv 
hood. 

About  a  year  ago  I  took  a  trip  to 
Richland,  Ga.  I  traveled  over  the 
Southern  as  far  as  Birmingham,  Ala., 
where  I  changed  and  went  to  Columbus, 
Qa.  on  the  Seaboard  and  from  there  I 
boarded  the  Central  for  Richland.  While 
there  I  traveled  some  on  a  new  line,  the 
O.  F.  A  A.    I  think  the  union  is  doing 
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well  there.  I  liked  the  ooantry  fine  and 
have  spent  three  months  there  but  I  was 
glad  to  get  back  to  dear  old  Mississippi. 
I  have  been  aroand  so  many  railroad 
people  until  I  almost  feel  like  I  was  a 
member  of  them. 

Mrs.  Evie  Sartor  Byrd,  come  again. 
Yon  always  speak  my  sentiments,  hence 
I  enjoy  your  letters.  I  think  it  is  a  cap- 
ital idea  for  a  church  uniform  though  I 
fear  the  day  is  far  distant  for  such  a 
ruling. 

We  are  having  some  real  spring  time 
weather  here  now,  though  I  am  afraid 
we  will  have  some  cold  weather  yet, 
perhaps  snow,  as  we  had  in  April  last 
year. 

I  am  visiting  my  sister  and  am  enjoy- 
ing myself  immensely.  I  spent  Christ- 
mas at  Houlka,  Miss,  and  had  the  most 
enjoyable  Ume  of  my  life.  I  attended 
several  parties,  some  of  which  were 
g^ven  especially  for  me.  Now  don't  be- 
gin to  make  a  face  and  say  she  is  not  a 
Christian.  I  did  not  dance  at  all;  they 
were  only  play  parties,  but  we  did  two- 
step  a  little. 

To  those  who  have  sick  ones  I  extend 
my  sympathy.  Sister's  children,  (she 
has  four)  have  whooping  cough  and  of 
course  you  know  she  has  trying  times. 

How  many  of  you  like  living  in  the 
country?  Where  one  has  close  neigh- 
bors it  is  a  pleasure  to  live  in  the  ooantry. 
I  have  lived  in  town  a  great  deal  since  I 
was  15  and  once  thought  I  would  never 
be  contented  in  the  country  again,  but 
since  trying  it  six  months  I  like  it  very 
much.  I  have  visited  a  lot  and  have 
made  my  home  in  so  many  different 
places  I  can  hardly  find  a  place  where  I 
can  really  be  contented.  I  have  been 
what  is  termed  a  grass  widow  ever  since 
I  was  17  years  old.  About  six  years  of 
my  life  were  blighted,  but  I  tried  to  look 
on  the  bright  side  of  things  and  have 
thought  since  that  everything  was  for 
the  best.  I  was  married  to  a  man  who 
was  said  to  have  a  wife  and  family  and 
I  am  sure  he  mistreated  me  by  marrying 
me  under  an  assumed  name.  However, 
none  of  us  are  perfect  and  I  try  to  con- 
demn no  one.  I  have  been  afraid  to  sail 
out  on  the  stormy  sea  of  matrimony 
again,  although  I  enjoy  meeting  and  as- 


sociating wiUi  nice  young  men  and  may 
be  some  day  I  may  find  my  * 'Prince 
Charming."  My  one  hope  is  to  live  a 
true  Christian  life  so  I  will  be  prepared 
for  that  bright  world  above  when  I  am 
called  home.  I  could  say  much  more  on 
this  subject  but  space  will  not  allow. 

Would  the  journal  agent  of  the  Laggan 
division  mind  giving  me  his  address.  I 
would  like  to  communicate  with  him  as 
I  believe  I  recognise  a  long  lost  friend 
in  the  group  in  the  last  number  of  the 
AdVooatb,  and  perhaps  he  could  tell  me 
farther  and  to  whether  I  am  right  or  not 
I  will  return  all  postage  and  will  expect 
a  letter  soon.  The  one  I  wish  to  leani 
about  is  the  third  man  to  the  left  hand 
comer  at  the  back  row  in  the  lucture  of 
section  foremen  on  the  Laggan  division 
of  the  C.  P.  R.  If  he  is  light  complez- 
ioned  and  has  light  cuxly  hair  and  hasel 
blue  eyes,  be  sure  to  write,  giving  his 
name  and  address  so  I  may  write  him. 
His  relatives  are  very  anxious  to  bear 
from  him.  If  it  is  the  one  I  am  thinking 
of,  he  followed  railroad  work. 

For  fear  of  tiring  you  all  I  will  describe 
myself  and  ask  for  a  few  correspondent! 
and  go.  I  have  dark  brown  hair  and 
eyes;  am  fair  oomplexioned  and  am  5 
feet  6  inches  tall  and  weigh  145  pounds. 
Now,  don't  get  frightened,  I  am  going. 
If  I  am  welcome  this  time,  I  will  try  to 
write  again  and  make  it  more  interest- 
ing.   Yours  sincerely, 

Mb8.  Annie  Mae  Sprxtill  (Edwards). 


Matewan.  W.  Va. 

As  I  saw  my  last  letter  printed  in  the 
January  Advocate,  I  will  write  again. 
I  have  received  many  post  cards  from 
the  journal  readers.  I  have  tried  to  send 
one  in  return  for  each  one  received.  We 
had  a  large  fire  in  Matewan  the  other 
day.  At  my  last  writing  Matewan  was 
a  flourishing  little  town,  but  at  Uiis 
writing  it  is  lying  in  ashes,  or  the  grea^ 
er  part  of  it  is.  Several  people  were 
left  homeless  and  many  business  booses 
homed  oat.  We  live  in  Matewan,  hot 
fortunately  oor  home  did  not  bum. 

My  brother  is  still  working  on  the  sec* 
tion  and  is  going  to  attend  the  lodge 
meeting.    I  am  eighteen  years  old,  bkM 
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eyes,  light  hair,  light  complexion,  five 
feet  five  inches  in  height,  and  weigh  116 
pounds.  I  have  two  sisters,  Fanny  and 
Julia. 

I  go  to  school  every  day.  I  will  not 
weary  you  with  a  long  letter,  but  if 
this  appears  in  the  journal,  will  write 
again.  I  hope  in  the  near  future  that 
the  maintenance-of-way  employes  will 
have  a  better  schedule  to  work  under 
and  will  be  paid  more  for  their  hard 
labor.  Wishing  to  see  many  nice  letters 
in  each  issue  of  the  journal  and  wishing 
the  Order  and  Auxiliary  much  success,  I 
am,  yours  sincerely, 

Georgia  Compton. 


Willoughby,  Vt. 

[AIR:  •  America."] 

God  bless  oar  nnion  brave; 
Soon  shall  our  colors  wave 

O'er  land  and  sea. 
Clothe  us  in  riehteonsness, 
Our  faithful  members  bless. 
And  crown  with  great  success. 

Our  onk>D  brave. 

The  Advocate  bestow, 
With  us,  where  e'er  we  go, 

To  fight  for  thee. 
Long  w|th  our  union  stay. 
Drive  sneaks  and  scabs  awaj. 
Give  victory  day  by  day 

On  the  union  side,  r 

God  bless  our  president. 

Our  oflSeers  as  well- 
God  bless  them  all. 

O.  give  us  power  toflght. 

To  put  all  scabs  to  fligiit. 

In  victory  we  may  delight 
Oar  union  brave. 

Edythe  E.  D.  Gray 


Van  WycK,  S.  C. 

Hello,  dear  readers,  I  am  here  again.  I 
have  just  read  the  Advocate  with  much 
pleasure  for  there  were  so  naany  inter- 
esting letters.  I  wish  so  much  that  it 
were  convenient  for  me  to  meet  many 
of  the  writers.  I  am  sure  we  would  have 
asw^U  time.  I  would  be  glad  to  cor- 
respond with  any  of  the  sisters. 

I  have  just  received  a  nice  letter  from 
Mrs.  Eugene  Heard  and  one  from  Mrs. 
Jenness  which  gave  me  much  pleasure. 
I  am  going  to  be  a  member  of  the  Aux- 
iliary as  soon  as  I  receive  my  application 


blank.  Are  there  any  other  section  fore- 
men's wives  or  daughters  who  want  to 
join  the  Auxiliary?  If  so,  let  sister  Jen- 
ness know  and  I  am  sure  she  will  be  glad 
to  send  you  an  application  blank.  I  am 
sorry  that  there  are  not  more  of  the  S. 
A.  L.  people  who  write  for  the  journal. 
I  am  sure  there  are  a  number  who  could 
write  very  interesting  letters.  Let  us 
see  if  we  can't  get  more  letters  from  this 
division  in  the  journal.  I  know  many 
faces  and  have  many  friends  along  this 
line  who  could  write  and  also  on  several 
other  roads. 

Let  us  all  wake  up  to  the  fact  that 
we  are  all  of  one  family  and  let  us 
all  pull  together  and  pull  the  right 
way.  Just  stop  a  moment  and  look  both 
ways.  If  we  pull  against  our  brother  or 
sister  we  are  not  only  hurting  them  but 
are  hurting  ourselves  also.  If  we  will 
all  work  together  we  will  have  much 
greater  power  with  which  to  gain  our 
rights  and  live  as  Qod  will  have  us 
live. 

Sometimes  I  think  that  tiie  Advocatb 
must  be  thrown  aside  by  some  of  our 
members  as  I  never  see  their  letters  in 
our  journal.  Dear  ones,  I  want  to  say 
right  here,  you  must  not  just  simply 
glance  through  the  journal  at  the  head- 
ings, you  have  to  read  it  through  from 
start  to  finish,  and  if  you  will  do  this  you 
will  see  that  there  is  a  large  number  of 
nice  letters.  Surely  there  are  none  of 
you  who  have  more  to  do  than  I  have. 
I  have  five  children,  ages  from  5  to  17, 
do  all  my  own  work  and  visit  the  sick 
whenever  I  can  reach  them,  and  a  lot  of 
other  things,  but  I  can  always  find  time 
to  read  the  dear  journal.  If  you  have 
not  time  to  read  during  the  day  and  feel 
too  tired  to  sit  up  at  night,  after  saying 
your  prayers  and  getting  into  bed,  set  a 
lamp  near  you  at  your  bedside  and  read 
yourself  to  sleep.  It  is  the  sweetest 
sleep,  I  believe,  I  ever  had.  Try  it  once 
and  I  am  sure  you  will  try  again.  I 
often  go  to  sleep  and  drop  my  book, 
leaving  the  lamp  burning.  I  am  going 
to  stop  for  this  time  and  I  hope  to  see 
more  letters  in  the  next  issue.  With  my 
good  wishes  for  both  the  Brotherhood 
and  Auxiliary,  I  am,  as  ever  yours, 

Lucy  Savage. 
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Gilmores  MilU,  Va.  Wilmore,  W.  Va. 


Hello,  here  come  the  same  little  Gil- 
more  girl.  This  is  the  second  letter  I 
have  written  to  the  Advocate.  I  am 
12  years  old.  I  don' t  know  much  to  write, 
bat  I  will  do  the  best  I  can.  My  father 
belongs  to  the  Brotherhood  and  thinks 
it  is  a  grand  Order.  I  go  to  school  and 
am  in  the  fourth  grade.  My  teacher's 
name  is  Miss  Belle  C.  Martin.  She  lives 
at  Qardensville,  Va.  My  father  keeps 
his  dues  paid  up.  He  is  a  very  old  man. 
We  often  feel  sorry  for  him,  as  he  has 
not  had  any  work  this  whole  winter.  I 
hop9  the  company  will  soon  open  their 
hearts  and  give  him  some.  I  will  be 
glad  when  snmmer  comes.  I  like  it  very 
much,  because  everything  looks  so  pret- 
ty and  green.  It  makes  everybody's 
heart  feel  glad.  My  sister,  Buby,  and  I 
want  to  visit  our  married  sister  in  Bed- 
ford   some    time    this    spring.      Tours 


sincerely. 


Mamie  L.  Latke. 


Hello,  boys  and  girls!  As  this  is  my 
first  attempt  to  write  a  few  lines  to  the 
Advocate,  I  hope  to  see  it  in  the  next 
issue.  I  never  do  see  any  letters  from 
the  boys  and  girls  on  the  Norfolk  and 
Western  Railway.  I  am  a  little  girl,  10 
years  of  age.  My  papa  is  section  fore- 
man on  the  Pocahontas  division.  He 
has  been  a  section  foreman  for  twelve 
years  and  has  been  living  here  most  of 
the  time.  I  have  one  little  brother.  His 
name  is  Ellis  Clark.  He  has  blue  eyes 
and  fair  skin.  I  go  to  school  every  day 
and  am  learning  fast.  I  am  in  six  studies. 
My  papa  is  a  Brotherhood  man  and  has 
been  ever  since  the  Brotherhood  was 
first  organized.  He  thinks  it  is  a  grand 
Order.  Wake  up,  girls,  and  pat  your 
shoulders  under  the  wheel  and  keep  it 
rolling.  If  this  escapes  the  waste  basket 
I  will  call  again.    Sincerely  yours, 

Mae  Perddc. 


D.  Stallabd,  O.  C.  Mannhyq,  D.  H.  Walsh,  J.  Muuiain,  B.  &  B.  Forbmbn,  O.  P.  B. 
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A  Unic^n  Pair. 

A  JUcstfted  m»ti  on  »  beaotiful  hone 

Rode  over  a  bridgtt  one  day. 
Nor  baited  he  till  a  boantif  nl  lass 

Across  his  path  did  stray. 
A  beantifiil  lass  in  a  tailor-made  gown. 

With  a  peach-basket  hat  of  red. 
And  into  her  face  the  yonnc  man  looked, 

And  from  her  heart  he  read 
Of  love  and  charity  and  content. 

Of  feminine  fancies,  too. 
This  beantiful  girl,  in  her  tailored  leown, 

In  her  tailored  gown  of  bine— 
She  was  a  girl  with  a  woman's  heart— 

With  some  of  her  faults  'Uh  true. 
Bat  the  neat,  slim  figure  In  tailored  suit 

Is  feminine  just  the  same, 
Ko  the  dignified  man  on  his  beantiful  horse. 

He  paused  to  look  again; 
For  she  was  a  girl  with  beautiful  hair 

And  beantiful  eyes  of  blue. 
And  he  was  a  man  with  a  man's  desire 

For  beautiful  things,  'tis  tme. 
So  maid  and  master  went  marching  up 

To  the  altar  rail  one  day. 
And  it  was  then  as  It  always  is. 

The  gentleman  had  his  way. 
For  they  were  married  in  union  suits 

With  union  gloves  to  match. 
Their  beautiful  shoes  were  union  made. 

As  well  as  their  beautiful  hats. 
He  wore  a  rose  in  his  button-hole. 

And  she  wore  one  in  her  hair. 
They  were  dressed  alike  as  much  as  could  be, 

For  they  were  a  union  pair. 

L.  D. 


North  CoTe,  N.  C. 


Here  comes  a  few  lines  for  the  dear  old 
Advocate.  I  am  a  little  girl  12  years 
old.  My  papa  is  a  foreman  and  has  been 
for  twenty  years.  I  have  no  pets  at  all. 
I  have  bat  one  sister  and  she  is  -married 
sod  lives  in  Kansas.  Papa  belongs  to 
the  Brotherhood  and  thinks  it  is  grand. 

We  t»ed  to  live  in  Kansas,  bnt  mam- 
ma's health  was  so  poorly  that  we  had 
to  oome  away.  We  lived  in  a  big  fine 
residence  and  papa  worked  for  the  Mis- 
soodPacific  and  got  fifty  dollars  a  month, 
and  this  residence  was  ours.  It  was  high 
and  had  a  top.  Shanties  are  low  and 
ha^  no  foundation,  and  the  water  runs 
down  the  stove  pipe  like  black  snakes. 
We  can't  wash  our  dinner  dishes  some- 
times on  account  of  having  to  put  the 
pan  under  the  drips.  Birds  build  new 
nfato  in  the  spring,  but^  we  have  to  live 
hirtiie  old  shaniies  by  the  OaroHna, 
CKnoUeld  and  Ohio. 

Papa^s  salary  is  $55  per  month,  but 
sometimes  it  is  |60  and  the  last  oheok 


was  |45,  but  we  haven't  seen  a  house 
come  in  sight  to  keep  the  water  out  of 
our  eyes.  Wake  up,  Brotherhood  men, 
and  stop  those  bob-tail  checks  if  yon 
pleade.  Hoping  this  will  miss  the  waste 
basket,  I  remain,  L.  K. 


Fairlee»  Vt. 


Th§  letters  written  from  various  places 
by  the  Advocate  readers  are  interesting 
and  I  enjoy  reading  them  very  much. 
Each  month  my  sister  and  I  look  forward 
to  the  arrival  of  the  journal  with  as  much 
pleasure  as  father  and  mother  do.  My 
father  has  been  working  on  the  railroad 
for  nearly  twenty- three  years  and  was 
one  of  the  first  members  to  join  the  lodge 
when  it  was  organized  here.  I  would 
like  to  exchange  post  cards  with  any  of 
the  readers.  Wishing  success  to  the  I. 
B.  M.  W.  E.,  Ethel  Sanboi^. 


Fairlee,  Vt. 


As  the  first  letter  I  wrote  to  the  AD- 
VOCATE was  published,  I  will  now  write 
again.  I  have  received  quite  a  large 
number  of  pretty  post  cards  from  jour- 
nal readers  and  have  answered  all  of 
them.  I  wish  the  boys  and  girls  on  this 
division  would  take  more  interest  and 
write  to  the  journal.  I  never  see  any 
letters  from  them.  We  have  been  hav- 
ing some  nice  coasting  and  skating  here 
and  I  enjoy  outdoor  life  very  much  and 
although  the  winter  is  v^ry  cold  the 
sport  is  exhilarating.  Wishing  success 
to  all,  Esther  Sanborn. 


Dayton,  Ky. 

As  this  my  first  attempt  to  write  for 
the  Advocate,  and  if  it  does  not  reach 
the  waste  basket,  I  will  write  again.  I 
am  10  years  old  and  am  in  the  fourth 
grade.  I  attend  the  district  school  at 
Dayton,  Ky.  My  papa  is  a  section  fore- 
man on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Brotherhood  and  ho 
thinks  it  is  a  good  Order.  I  have  tWo 
sisters,  one  17  and  one  3  years  old.  I 
would  like  to  exchange  postal  cards 'with 
some  of  the  little  readers  of  the  journal. 
Sincerely  yours,  Euzabeth  Bars» 
825  4th  Ave,  Dayton,  Ky. 
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Ignace*  Mich. 


Et  bien  mes  ohers  amis,  je  n'aime  pas 
beaucoup  ^rire  mais  j'aime  beaacoup 
lire  les  bonnes  lettres  fran9aises  comme 
celle  qae  j'ai  lu  de  Monsieur  Cognacq. 
Croyez-moi  je  n'ai  jamais  la  dans  ma 
vie  nne  lettre  ainsi  remplie  de  v€rit6 
pour  les  pauvres  employ^  de  la  track, 
et  je  pense  que  j'ai  an  pea  d' experience 
car  je  suis  foreman  trois  ans  et  j'ai  tra- 
vailie  sur  le  D.,  S.  S.  &  A.  Ry.  cinq  ans, 
et  je  suis  d'un  &ge  assez  avanc^  mainte- 
nant^que  je  ne  pnisse  pas  faire  d' autre 
chose.  Je  commence  k  trouver  I'ouvrage 
un  pen  dur,  commen9ant  k  six  heures  et 
et  demie  et  j'ai  un  gros  demi  mille  k 
marcher  et  six  autres  milles  k  entretenir 
avec  un  seul  homme.  Pensez  iLmoi  dans 
le  plus  dur  froid  de  I'faiver.  Si  an  moins 
on  n'avait  que  huit  heures  k  travailler 
en  hiver  recevant  les  m^me  g&ges!  Une 
autre  chose,  si  nous  pouvions  garder  les 
hommes  qu'on  nous  donne,  nous  r^us- 
sirions  k  les  faire  joindre  I'union,  mais 
aussitdt  qu'un  nouveau  commence  k  tra- 
vailler pour  nous  la  compagnie  le  d^** 
charge  et  nous  donne  I'order  de  reprendre 
on  ou  deux  d'autres  hommes  qui  ne 
gardent  pas  des  places  nulle  part.  Je 
pense  aussi  comme  Madame  Chevron 
que  si  j'avais  une  baguette  de  f^,  je 
'  ohangerais  beaucoup  de  choses  pour  les 
pauvres  employ^  des  chemins  de  fer. 

Je  crains  maintenant  que  ma  lettre 
sera  trop  longue  mais  avant  de  terminer 
je  d^ire  dire  k  tous  de  vous  conformer 
k  tous  les  r^lements  et  vous  n'aurez  pas 
de  cause  de  craindre  I'avenir.  Mes  plus 
sinc^res  respects  k  Monsieur  A.  B.  Lowe, 
pr^ident,  et  k  tous  les  bons  fibres  et 
•GBurs.    Votre  trfes  d^vou^, 

Gedeon  Maii^ot. 


Alfred,  Ont. 


..] 


Permettez-moi  de  vous  ^rire  quelques 
lignes  pour  P  Advance  Advocate.  Je 
vols  des  lettres  fran9aise8  dans  le  journal 
et  selon  les  directions  de  mon  mari  je 
me  permets  de  vous  envoyer  une  autre. 
Je  ne  suis  pas  instruite  dans  la  langue 
anglaise  et  par  cons^uent  je  ne  saurais 
pas  ^crire  dans  cette  langue. 

Maintenant,  11  faut  que  les  foremen 


sur  le  N.  &  O.  se  foroent  pour  faire  en- 
trer  leurs  homes  dans  le  I.  B.  M.  W.  M. 
E.  Mon  mari  a  deux  de  ses  hommes 
qui  vont  se  joindre  k  I'union  le  premier 
f^vrier,  mais  il  pense  que  la  log^e  223  ne 
fait  pas  des  progr^  suffisante  quoique 
nous  avons  de  branches  sur  le  Pontiac, 
Gatineau,  Prescot  et  Waltham.  Le  fr^ 
de  mon  mari  a  dit  le  4  juillet  que  la  loge 
223  serai t  bientdt  ausssi  €\ev6e  que  d' au- 
tres loges. 

Je  termine  en  remer9iant  notre  editeor 
de  publier  cette  lettre  dans  le  journal,  et 
si  elle  6chappe  le  panier  cette  fois,  je 
serai  heureuse.  Esp6*ant  que  le  bon 
Dieu  r^pand  ses  b^n^ictions  sur  I'union, 
Madame  Charles  Bribbais. 


Dennyaville*  Me. 

A  stands  for  our  AazlUary:  its  members  nre  few; 
We  jost  Ions  for  more.    What  about  youf 
B  Is  for  Business,  that  carried  on  with  care. 
Of  work  and  worry  we  each  should  share. 

0  stands  for  Cash,  and  that  is  what  we  ask 
To  build  up  our  sisterhood  so  it  may  last. 
D  is  for  Dues,  which  we  owe  every  year. 
Which  a  few  have  forgotten  this  season,  I  fear. 
E  is  the  Ecstacy  we'd  certainly  feel 

If  these  dues  should  be  paid  without  any  appeal. 

F  stands  for  Future,  which  we  look  forward  to. 

Don't  get  discouraged,  that  never  will  do. 

Q  is  for  Go.  and  that  we  must  do 

To  meet  brothers  and  sisters  so  loyal  and  true. 

H  stands  for  Help,  which  we  find  is  a  task. 

Now,  brothers,  come  help  us  and  that's  all  we'll  ask. 

1  stands  for  Influence— each  member  has  some; 
Let  us  use  it  for  good,  not  live  just  for  fun. 

J  stands  for  Jokes,  which  we  often  crack. 

There's  more  where   they  came   from,   if  more  yon 

should  lack. 
K  is  for  Knocker— we  hope  there  are  none. 
If  you  hear  one.  don't  listen.  Jnst  turn  'round  and  mn. 
L  stands  for  the  Loyalty  each  member  should  feel 
To  help  the  Auxiliary  out,  we  make  this  appeal. 
M  stands  for  Music,  of  which  we  have  none. 
If  all  would  attend,  we  might  have  some. 
N  stands  for  Nons.    1  wish  there  were  few: 
It  would  make  our  Auxiliary  go  booming  throni^. 
O  is  for  Order  we  have  in  our  lodge. 
To  make  it  po  better,  the  meetings  don't  dodge. 
P   tands  for  President,  whom  we  all  should  obey. 
Let  us  all  help  her  out.  and  make  her  feel  gay. 

8  is  f'^r  Questions  that  we  do  ask, 
ope  hey  will  Le  avnrable  and  all  will  pass. 
R  stands  for  Ritual— this  book  we  should  know: 
It  w.  uld  m  n  im  r^s^ion  and  a  much  better  show 

S  is  f -r  St.ivin  .  and  striving  we  come. 
To  n.ake  our  A  xiliary  A  No.  1. 
T  stand  for  Tal*  ng.  so  mnch  must  be  done. 
And  it's  .   st  he  Kjime  everywhere  under  the  sim. 
U  is  for  Union,  this  appeals  to  us  all. 
For  "United  we  stand,  and  divided  we  fall." 

V  stands  for  Victory,  so  we  earnestly  run. 
Now  don't  let  us  falter  till  the  victory  is  won. 
W  is  for  Work,  waiting  now  to  be  done. 
So  when  a  meeting  is  called,  it's  your  duty  to  c 
X  is  an  obstinate  letter,  yon  know. 
It  refuses  to  stand  for  a  word,  that  s  just  so, 

Y  stands  for  Yearnings;  let  us  all  have  some  i 
So  showers  of  blessings  upon  us  may  pour. 
Z  is  the  Zeal  every  member  should  8how: 
Without  it.  there  ■  nothing  succeeds,  as  you  know. 

Mrs.  Vblma  L.  Fobbbb. 
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NOTICE     OF     REGULAR    ASSESSMENT    NO.  171 
DUE  MARCH  1,  1911 


OFFK^E  OF  GRAND  LODGE,  ] 

Vanol  Building,  > 

8t.  Louis,  Mo.,  March  1,  1911.  J 


In  accordance  with  Section  1, 
Article  XIV.,  of  the  Constitution, 
Regular  Assessment  No.  iji  is  due 
March  /,  igii^  payable  not  later 
than  April  5,  igii.  AH  who  were 
members  of  the  Insurance  Depart- 
ment prior  to  March  6,  1911,  arc 
required  to  pay  this  assessment  on 
or  before  April  5,  1911. 


The  following  rates  will  apply  from  January  1,  1909.  All  certificates 
issned  prior  to  January  1,  1909,  will  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  at 
the  same  rates  as  heretofore. 


ON   $250   CKKTIFICATKS. 

From  18  to  21  years  of  nge  25  cents. 


21  "  25   ' 

:jo 

" 

25  "  30   " 

'   35 

30  "  35   " 

•   40 

35  "  40   " 

'   45 

40  "  45   " 

'   50 

15  "  50   " 

'   65 

. 

EO  "  55   " 

60 

ON   $500  CERTIFICATES. 

Frr  m  18  to  85  years  of  age  50  cents. 
..   35  -  4()  ■  -    -   (50   '^ 

"   40  ''   45  ''         ''      75  '' 
''     45  ''   50  ''         ''      $1  00 

ON   $1,000   CERTIFICATES. 

From  18  to  :35  years  of  age     $1  00 
'*     85  ''  40      '*         "  1  25 

''     40  ''  45      ''         '^  1  50 


Fraternal Jy  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 


^QrandSeo.-Treas. 

Mate  ail  ftowcv  Onlers  and  Drafts  payable  to  SAMUEL  J,  PEGG. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


The  Brotherhood  Badge* 

The  multiple  badge  illustrated  iu  an 
exact  reproduction  of  the  badg^  adopted 
at  New  Orleans,  and  is  made  up  of  satin- 
faced,  gros-gprain,  tri-colored  ribbon  with 
lettering  in  gold  leaf  on  one  side,  which 
is  used  for  parade  purposes.  The  reverse 
side  is  black  with  silver  letters,  nd  is 
used  for  funeral  purposes ;  edges  trimmed 
ill  best  gold  fringe  and  the  bottom  with 
gold  bullion.  The  metallic  portion  can 
be  detached  from  the  ribbon  and  used 
for  Lodge  purposes,  thus  giving  a  badge 
for  all  occasions.  The  metal  is  silver 
oxidized ;  the  lettering  on  metal  parts  is 
black  or  white  celluloid,  and  is  a  hand- 
some and  attractive  badge  in  every  re- 
spect. On  the  top  title  bar  is  name  and 
number  of  lodge  and  on  the  lower  bar 
name  of  officer  or  member,  while  the 
medallion  shows  the  emblem  fo  the  Or- 
ganization in  colors  on  celluloid. 

The  price  of  these  badges  is  for  set  of 
ten  officers'  badges  |7;  members'  badges 
75  cents  each  singly,  or  |8.40  per  dozen, 
when  ordered  in  dozen  lots.  Address  all 
orders  to  Samuel  J.  Pegg, 

Vanol  Bldg. ,  St.  Louis  Mo. 


THIS  is  tn  ILLUSTRATIOI 

OF  OUR 


NEW  FOB 

3i  SIZE. 

The  Medallion  is 
oxidized  silver  finish 
with  the  handcar  ex- 
ecuted in  colors  on 
celluloid.  The  strap 
is  calf  especially 
prepared  for  f  o  b  - 
straps.    The  price  is 

40°  Each 

or  |4.00  per  dozen  by 
registered  mail. 
Address  all  orders  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PE6G. 

Secy.-Treas. 

Vanol  Bldff..  SDOOOliveSt.. 

St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Canadian    members 

SOc  each  prepaid. 

Address  orders  to 

W.  H,  NOYES, 

8C  Wright  Ave., 

Toronto,  Can. 
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PIANO 

OFFER 
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This  Superb 

WING  PIAINO 

Shipped  FREE 

to  Your  Home 


Yes,  Absolutely  FREE 


We.  the  mamifactnrera  of  Wing  Pianos  for  48  years,  will  send  you  a  genuine  Wing  Piano  tested  and 
ffoaranteed  by  us,  without  one  penny  from  you.  We  will  ship  the  piano  free  with  all  freight  paid 
In  advapce  by  us*  You  are  not  out  one  cent  in  money  or  trouble.  This  is  an  offer  never  equaled 
before  by  a  biff  manufacturer.  An  offer  direct  from  one  of  the  largest  manufacturers  of  pianos  In 
ffce  worM.  This  offer  is  backed  by  a  twelve-year  guarantee  by  the  manufacturer.  This  offer  places 
you  in  the  very  same  posidon  as  If  you  were  a  dealer.  You  buy  at  exactly  the  same  price  as  the 
dealer  pays.  Tou  do  business  direct  with  the  factory  ivMch  has  sent  out  more  than  42,000  planoa. 

Think  of  what  this  offer  means  I  We  allow  you  to  keep  the  genuine  Wln^  in  your  house  for  four 
niN  weeks  ivlthout  paying  anybody  anything.  You  play  on  it.  Use  it  just  as  if  it  were  your  own. 
Tike  musio  lessons  on  it.  Test  it  in  every  way.  Compare  it  with  any  other  piano  you  wish.  Decide 
yourself.    There  won't  be  any  salesman  around  to  bother  you. 

After  the  four  weeks'  free  trial  is  up  make  your  decision.  Either  keep  the  piano  or  send  it  back : 
Just  as  you  choose.  We  ask  yon  NOT  to  keep  it  unless  you  are  fully  satisfied— MORE  than  satis- 
fled.  Unless  you  are  charmed  with  the  dtiiffhtful  tone-HJie  splendid  beauty  of  the  Winer  Piano— we 
would  rather  you  would  not  have  it.    Because  we  want  every  Winer  to  sell  another  Winff . 


We  Will  Allow  You  Full  Value  for 
Your  Old  Organ  or  Piano 

oldorpran  or  piano  we  will 
lue  in  exchanere  for  a  Wine 
free  cataloir  which  explains 
»will  tell  you  just  what  we 
lollars  and  cents.  Find  out 
tm  iret  for  that  old  onran  or 
Send  the  free  coupon  for  the 


Wi  Famish  ibi  Fifcwiig  Ariidet  FREE  V^o';:;S,c 


rn  r  r  Handsome  stool  of  the  very  latest  design . 
rnrr  A  beautiful  brocatel drapery,  French  ve- 
"  ""^^  lour  drapery.  Japanese  silk  scarf,  China 
silk  scarf  or  a  satin  damask  scarf.  Free  musical 
education— a  positively  free  scholarship  In  one  of 
the  leadfaig  Musical  Colleges.  Let  us  ted  you  all 
about  this  most  wonderful  opportunity.  OUR 
FAMOUS  NOTEACORD  (The  automatic  music 
teacher  which  aids  you  In  learning  to  play. 
It  Is  a  teacher  which  never  becomes  tired  and 
never  makes  a  mistake) . 


Send   FREE  Coupon  ^ST' ^'"^J''^.^ 

Piano  Book 
The  book  of  complete  Information  about  Planoa  -'wi^ 

This  book  is, positively  free.    It  is  the  bluest  piano  book  ever  published.    It 
totls  yon  Just  how  to  Judge  a  piano.     It  eontains  ten  teste  to  apply  to  every 
pisno.  Apply  these  teste  to  any  piano  and  you  will  know  absolutely  whether 


GKNTLEMBN-Withoat  the  slight- 
est obligation  to  accept  anything 
or  to  pay  for  anything,   I  would 
like  to  get  free,   fall   information 


every! 
we  ean  give  you  an  absolute  40  year  guarantee.   Isn't  this  better  than 
s  second-hand  guarantee  from  a  small  dealerf    Besides  yon  know   ^ 
HOW  Winss  are  made  because  yon  get  them  straight  from  the      ^ 

FACTORY.    Why  take  a  chance  on  a  piano  when  yon  don't  know  ^  —  —   .. 

where  it  is  made,  a  piano  which  is  merely  branded  with  a     ^      abont  yonr  wonderful  free  shipment 
name— a  name  which  CANNOT  mean  the  seasoning  and  ^  oflferon    the   new   style  highest  grade 

workmanship  whieh  goes  into  a  Wing.     Don't  neglect  to     #       Wing  Piano.     Please  explain.     Also  send 
get  our  free  book.    Send  the  free  coupon  today.  free  the  156  page  book,  giving  the  ten  teste 

%        for  judging  the  value  of  a  piano  and  other  im- 
portent  information  for  people  who  may  want 
to  buy  a  piano. 


WING&SON(^iS)^ 

^^^No  letl 
1^     ting  th 


«li«  Mf..  mk  St.  ss4  Mh  An..  It»f.  1283 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


MyNamk  is. 


Address  is 

_     letter  necessary:  ooupon  will  do. 
ting  the  1S9  page  book,  ete.  all  free. 


No  obligation    In  get- 
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Credit  Tailors 


This 


Suit 

Perfect  Fit 
Guaranteed 

$1655 


Six  Months 
to  Pay 

Others  From 

$12.95  to  $35 

All-Wool 
Fabrics 

The  Smartest 
Spring  Styles 


Samples  Fre 


Ask  U8  to  send  you  our  sample  book  of  aJl-wool 
dothr-tbe  newest  patterns  out.  Also  the  Clement 
Style  Book  for  spring,  showing  what  the  best- 
dressed  men  will  wear.  Bvery  up-to-date  man 
should  see  the  Clement  styles  and  fabrics  before 
he  orders  clothes. 

We  wUl  send  with  the  outfit  a  tailor's  tape,  so 
you  can  take  your  own  measure.  This  dealinr 
direct,  without  a  local  a«ent,  saves  you  one-third 
on  the  price.  It  enables  you  to  get  a  $30  suit  for 
less  than  $20. 

Clement-made  suits  cost  from  $12.95  to  $39XXK 
Every  fabric  is  all-wool,  acid-tested.  London  shrunk. 
The  tailoring  is  perfection,  and  fit  is  guaranteed. 
No  man  wants  anything  better. 

The  suit  will  be  sent  on  approval,  made  in  any 
fabric,  any  style.  If  not  satisfactory,  you  can  return 
it.  Mid  we  will  pay  express  both  ways. 

If  you  are  delighted,  pay  a  little  each  month  for 
six  months.  No  extra  price,  no  interest,  no  secu- 
rity, no  red  tape. 

We  are  making  clothes  for  tens  of  thousands  of 
particular  men.  We  save  them  from  30  to  50  per 
cent  on  the  highest  class  of  tailored  clothes.  You 
will  wish  you  had  known  of  us  years  ago  when  you 
find  out  what  clever,  all-wool  clothes  we  make  for 
very  little  money. 

Write  for  the  samples  and  Style  Book  now.  A 
postal  will  do.  There  isn*t  any  place  else  to  get 
such  clothes  for  so  little. 

THE  CLEMENT  CO. 

3545  Morgan  St     d^)     Chicago 


A  Brotherhood  Emblem. 


i      l 


The  above  cut  is  of  a  solid  gold  em- 
blem designed  and  used  entirely  by  our 
late  lamented  President  John  T.  Wilson. 
The  bar  and  pendant  are  of  solid  gold, 
ihe  pendant  faced  with  beautiful  white, 
hard  enamel ;  on  the  bar  the  name  of  own- 
er is  engraved,  making  the  emblem  a 
very  neat  and  attractive  one.  We  have 
purchased  a  quantity  of  them  and  can 
now  supply  them  delivered  at  any  post- 
office  in  Canada  or  the  United  States  by 
registered  mail  for  |3.25  each,  the  Cana- 
dian purchaser  to  pay  customs  charges, 
which  is  not  included.  Address  all  or- 
ders to  Samuel  J.  Peqo, 
Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

PAY  50  CENTS  A  WEEK 

NOTHING  DOWN 
I  wlU  sell  yon  the  best  Dm  Head 
Oak  Cabinet  High   Am  5ewiDf 
Machine  made.    Pay  me  nothing 
until  you  get  it,  try  it  and  decide 
if  you  want  it :  after  that  pay  roe 
50  dents  a  week  (or  if  more  con- 
venient you  may  pay  monthly). 
To  married  railroad  men  I  require 
no  contract  or  lease  of  any  kind. 
I>eal  is  strictly  confidential  and,  further,  I  will  save 
you  one-half  in  cost.    If  you  are  a  railroad  man  and 
can  use  a  sewinir  machine  I  will  make  you  a  marvel- 
ously  low  price  and  liberal  terms  offer.  Just  write  me 
a  postal  card  and  say.  "Mail  me  your  offer."  No.  887. 
PRBD  BiPPAR.  40  attrtoni  Stratt.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


LOVELL'S  PRACTICAL 
SWITCH  WORK 

price  to  iUembers 75C 

Jtddrmss  all  Ordmrs  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PEQO, 

3900  Olive  St.,  ST.  LOUIS,  «0. 
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Bargain  Book 
Edition  No.  24 


Picturing  3,000  Furnishings 

BottohtWhcn  Makers 
Needed  Money 


Ccish  or  Credit 


Our  whole  bosinesB  is  to  buy  and  sell 
bargains  in  hoosef  nmishing^.  We  buy 
Borplus  stocks  on  which  makers  dare 
not  cut  prices  to  dealers. 

Hard-up  makers  unload  on  us,  and 
we  sell  direct  to  the  user  at  savings 
up  to  50  per  cent. 

Our  latest  Bargain  Book  pictures 
3,000  articles  at  almost  unbelievable 
prices. 

Graphophones 
Refrigerators 
Kitchen  Cablnots 
Sewing  Machines 
Baby  Cabs,  etc. 

Ho«toftb«M  things  wer»  bought  in  midwinter, 
when  makers  had  to  eelL 

Pay  as  Convenient 

We  sell  for  eash  or  credit  at  an  equal  mrice. 
We  haire  eharge  aeeoonts  with  COO.OOO  homes.  They 
take  on  the  averaoe  a  year  to  pay— a  little  each 
month. 

Ton  are  welcome  to  such  an  account  if  yon  wish 
it.  There  is  no  interest,  no  security,  bo  red  tape 
or  poblieiiy— Just  an  open  charge  account.  We 
sladlj  trust  people  who  buy  things  for  the  home. 

K<T«rything  is  sent  on  30  days'  approval.  Use  it 
a  month  before  deciding  to  keep  it.  If  it  isn't 
I  raeh  SI  bargain  as  you  expect,  return  it  at  our  ex- 
penea  for  freight  both  ways. 

On  these  fair  lines  we  hare  built  up  hers  the  lar- 
gest trade  in  our  line  in  the  world. 

Bargain  Book  Free 


Tliis  manunoth  book  of  SiOM'bargains— size  12x24 
I  HI  lien  win  be  mailed  you  free.  It  pietuxes  more 
artsela««nd  Quotes  lower  prices  than  any  book  of 
its  kind  ever  issued.    Every  home  should  have  it. 

Simply  send  us  your  name  and  address— a  postal 
will  dii>»  Write  it  now,  before  you  forgst  It,  and 
the  booik  will  be  mailed  yon  free. 

Spiegel,  May,  Stern  Co. 

1393  S5th  Street         c^)         CHICAGO 


Rugs 
Carpels         Stoves 
Drafierles     Ranges 
Silvenvare    Pianos 

Lamps 


lU 

F 
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Shipped  FREE! 

Hie  Great  New  1910  offer  on  the  Genuine 
Edison.  This  offer  is  for  every  one  who  has 
not  yet  heard  onr  Edison  In  his  own  home— for  iron  to 
hear  concerts  and  entertainments  by  the  world-fiunous 
musician*— just  such  entertainmenta  as  the  metronoU- 
tan  theaters  are  producing.  ^^ 

MY  OFFFR  ^^2?x"«s^^^ 

Ifl  I  VI  I  Ul  modeDcomplete  with  1  dozen 
•^  i»  ^  .^  ,.  EdisonpoidMouldcdandAm- 
berol  Records,  fbr  an  absolutely  Fraa  Uaa.  I  don't  ask 
any  money  down  or  in  advance.  There  are  no  C.  O.  D. 
ahipments;  no  leases  or  mortgaoes-abaolutely  nothing 
but  a  plain  out-and-out  offer  to  ship  you  this  phono- 
arapb  together  with  a  doten  records  of  your  own  selec- 
tion on  a  tree  trial  so  that  yon  can  hear  it  and  play  it 
in  your  own  home. 

Why 


I  Wart  to  LflMi  Ym  TMs  PhoMigrapli 

^1^^%^  thooMdi  Of  people  who  have  never  heaid  the 
-:«..-^  riT*^!?*  SS?*^^"-  ^°*»  «*»«»*■  only  one  way  to  conrince 
people  thnt  t  he  EdiioB  le  Miperlor.  end  that  Is  to  let  them  actuaUv  see 
^  ^?HJM»  fSy**^^  iagnunent  for  themeelvee.  Tlketlsv^yl 
T^??*"??  '■■?  ewer.  7**  *»i/r  ewv  /*  mnktyou  actuaity  real' 
**  f'>»'i**^***rsf»r  yourstt/U  t»  Uohj^u  a  Ctnut$t»  Editon  Phono- 
trmthJ^rttmHdltiyou  try  it, 

9M  Vsksa  IIaaJ  Aa  An  1  ask  yon  to  do  Is  to  tnvtte  as 
nil  m^K^  I16BO  WO  ^°*^y  **  possible  of  your  friends  to 
nV  VTZV^TT^^  hear  this  wonderhil  Fireside  Edison. 
I  leel  abeohitely  cenahi  that  oat  of  the  niunberol  your  friends  who  wilt 
kear  your  aachlae  there  wiU  be  at  least  one  and  probably  mote  who 
wlU  want  SB  Ediaoa  ol  his  own.  If  there  isn't  Oind  this  sotnetimee 
happens)  I  won't  blame  you  In  the  least.     You  won't  be  asked  to  act 


t  or  evca  assist  la  the  aale  of  a  iiosle  instrument. 


IfYosWarttoKssplhePiMaegrapii^":^^ 

inake  the  phoaogimph  your  own,  you  may  do  so.    Either  remit  us  the 
Ja.wB».<*  "y«>  Pi'rfw,  we  wiUaUowyoutopayforitonthe 


easiest  klad  of  payaeats. 


Am*  EaCV  PlaVaiMlf  PIms  two  donars  a  mouth  pays  foran 
~"  '••J  rojHIWlH  riMl  outlit.  There  is  absohitely  no 
lease  or  mortsac*  of  any  kind,  no  twantee  from  a  third  party,  no 
going  before  a  aotary.  so  publicity  of  any  kind,  and  the  »«-»-«*•  -w. 
so  ireiy  smaU.  and  our  terms  so  libenlyounerer  notfce 

FDPP  JvstsliBtliitcoapoii  aowand  m^^^  ^^\ 
PlfPP  naillttoua.  1  will  send  you  |^V  J^^ 
■  Hkb  our  Edison  Phonograph  CatX^Tthe  J^  FJ( 

^.    ^      .irerylatcstliatofEd&mGoldMoulded  j^  migftss 

end  AarixrolReoardsdSOOof  them)  and  our  Free  ^  .  ""•"" 
Trial  Certiflcate  entitling  you  to  this  gnad    ^r  I 

offer.    Sign  this  coupon  or  send  poetalor    ^  H 

Mo  obUgttieiis-tet catalog,   j^  "    ,^^ 

■lnfif,C1ilcMa,t 

send  me.  without  any  ob> 
ligations,  your  1910  Edison  Phono- 
graph Catak>g.  list  of  Edison  Gold 
Moulded    and  Amberol   Records  and 
1373  j^  Free  Trial  Certificate  entitling  me  to  your 

grand  offer,  all  free. 
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The  Kalamazoo  Improved  Reinforced  Pressed 
Steel  Hand  Car  Wheel      '=V 

Is  the  most  economkal  wheel  ^'  "^ 

Because  of  its  improved  construction ; 
its  extra  thicknese  of  metal  in  throat 
and  flange ;  its  greater  strength,  due 
to  deep  corrugations  in  web;  its  per- 
fect hub-flt,  absolutely  preventing 
loose  hubs;  its  interchangeability,  fit- 
ting anv  make  of  car;  altogether 
making  it  the  best  all-around  wheel, 
which  will  last  twice  as  long  as  any 
other. 
Descriptive  circular  mailed  upon 
request. 

When   needing  a  VELOCIPEDE,  don't  forget  to  %iTite  us  for  prfees  on 

^    VELOCIPEDES. 

'  we  make  the  larg- 
variety  of  anybody 
;he  basiness,  meet- 
almost    any    re- 
rement;  three  and 
r  wheel  steel  frame, 
Be  wheel  wood  frame 
I  ball  bearing.    We 
>w  we   will   please 
,  _  J. 
If  you  can't  pay  cash  we'll  sell  you  on  the  Installment  plan. 

KALAMAZOO  RAILWAY  SUPPLY  CO^  ^•ffSSSKgoo.  mich. 


PRICE  LIST  OF  SUPPLIES. 


The   Following    Supplies    Will     Be     Furnislied  at  Rrices 
Qlven  Below,  Express  or  Postage  Cliarges  Extra. 


Letter  Heads,  (per  1000)  $3.00 

Envelopes,  small  with  retam  card  on  comer  2.00 

Envelopes,  large      "           "         * 2..'i0 

Rituals,  (to  subordinate  lodges  only)  each 15 

Ode  Cards  (to  subordinate  lodges  only)  each. .  2 

Secretaries  Receipt  Pads.  2  pads 25 

Personal  Cards,  per  100 1.00 

Lodge  Record  Books,  each 1.00 

LodgeSeals ^ 2.00 

Charges  on  the  Following  Prepaid. 

Officers  badges,  (setof  10) 7.00 

Member  badges,  (each) 75 

Member  badges,  (per  dozen) 8.40 


John  T.  Wilson  emblem,  (solid  gold)  each. . .  .$  3.S 

Solid  Gold  emblem  (lapel  button )  each 1 .25 

Solid  Oold  Button,  per  dozen 12.00 

Rolled  Gold  Emblem  (lapel  batton) 75 

Rolled  Gold  Emblem  (lapel  botton)  per  doz. .  8.00 

Brotherhood  Watch  Fob.  each 41 

Brotherhood  Watch  Fob,  per  doz 4.O0 

Pig  Skin  Card  Cases,  double  pocket,  eaeh 40 

Pig  Skin  Card  Caaet.  doable  pocket,  doaen...  4M 
Lovell's  Practical  Switch  Work  to  members 

Each TS 

Lovell's  Practical  Switch  Work,  to  non-mem- 
bers, each iM 


On  Canadian  orders  ca8tx)m8  duty  must  be  added  to  above  prices. 

Address  all  orders  for  printing  and  supplies  to 

S.  J.  PEQQ, 

Grand  Secretary-Treasurer, 
3900  Olive  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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The  Brotherhood  Badge. 

The  multiple  badge  illustrated  in  an 
exact  reproduction  of  the  badge  adopted 
waeOr  Nn  cans,  and  is  made  up  of  satin- 
faced,  gros-grain,  tri-colored  ribbon  with 
lettering  in  gold  leaf  on  one  side,  which 
is  used  for  parade  purposes.  The  reverse 
side  is  black  with  silver  letters,  nd  is 
used  for  funeral  purposes;  edges  trimmed 
in  best  gold  fringe  and  the  bottom  with 
gold  bullion.  The  metallic  portion  can 
be  detached  from  the  ribbon  and  used 
for  Lodge  purposes,  thus  giving  a  badge 
for  all  occasions.  The  metal  is  silver 
oxidized;  the  lettering  on  metal  parts  is 
black  or  white  celluloid,  and  is  a  hand- 
some and  attractive  badge  in  every  re- 
spect. On  the  top  title  bar  is  name  and 
number  of  lodge  and  on  the  lower  bar 
name  of  officer  or  member,  while  the 
medallion  shows  the  emblem  fo  the  Or- 
ganization in  colors  on  celluloid. 
•  The  price  of  these  badges  is  for  set  of 
ten  officers'  badges  |7 ;  members'  badges 
75  cents  each  singly,  or  |8.40  per  dozen, 
when  ordered  in  dozen  lots.  Address  all 
orders  to  Samuel  J.  Pegg, 

Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Louis  Mo. 

LIQUOR  HABIT 

CONQUERED 

Ht  more  misery*  Qet'rld  ot 
the  drink  habit  In  3  days. 

Attn  being  A  beary  drlakcr  for  jcais. 
I  WAS  •ave4  and  proTidentiallr  mme 
toto  poMeMi«B  of  the  imc  Rcmedj  for 
oTeroomios  «lf«k«lUHk  Tbtdriiiker 
wbe  wants  to  «nlt  forever,  K«ttlag 
rid  of  tbc  awftil  orarlDf,  oan  Matlfde  m, 
loalof  DO  time  and  ei^ylnc  lifo  botter 


BeM.  Ssfo,r«lUU«,  medieallyiiMtoraML 

Drinktrs  Secritl)  Smd 

I  ir  a  |>«r«OB  la  Addleied  m  trrmg\j 
h<>  (or  the)  bai  tout  dadre  to  be  rtaeoed.  be  caa  bo  treated  •eeratlj't 
will  be«.ome  dltguttcd  witb  odor  and  taite  of  Uquor.  Lefloan  of  te«- 
tlHtmilaU  verllVinir  genalneneM  of  my  Method.  JajMis  aewa 
for  drinkers  and  for  nioCli«ra.wlTM.  eto..  contained  In  mr  Book. 
Mailed,  plain  wrappOT,  free.  Kwp  tbli  adT.or  pam  It  en.  AddreM 

EDW.  J,  woods;  634  Sixth  Ave.,  388  K  N«»  York,  N.Y, 

LOVELL'S  PRACTICAL 
SWITCH  WORK 

price  to  flDembers 75C 

Jfddrmss  all  Ordmrs  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PEGG, 
3900  Olive  St.,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 
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THI5  RNE  GOLD  FILLED  WATCH 

eitber  open  face  or  closed  case,  Avarranted  to  wear 
H^Murs.  fitted  with  a  Standard  Morement.  truaran- 
tied  to  keep  good  time.  Sent  to  you  prepaid  for  |4.96. 
Try  It.  test  it  and  If  not  satisfactory  retnm  i  t  and  we 
will  refund  your  money.  Write  for  our  Bargain  List. 

O.  R.  THURSTON  5UPPLY  CO.. 
CB  Besioisi  Bldg.  >it.  Lonis.  Mo. 


A  Brotherhood  Emblem. 


80BERTS'  RULES  OF  ORDER 

having  been  re-adopted  by  our 
Boston  Convention  to  govern  the 
Parliamentary  Practices  of  our 
Brotherhood,  a  supply  has  l)een 
obtained  at  headquarters,  which 
will  be  furnished  to  our  members 
upon   the    receipt  of  the   price  of 

75  GENTS  FOR  EACH  COPY. 

(If  registered,  10  cents  extra. ) 

Each  Subordinate  ^Lodge  should 
have   at  least  one   or  two  copies. 

Address  all  Orders  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PE66,  Secfetary-Treasurer, 

3900  OLIVE  STREET.  ST.  LOUIS.  MO. 

TOBACCO  HABlT.f:x°uTi!:;r<:; 
laprof*  joaf  bcelth.  areleiis  y**'  Ul^c  No  mapt  Momacti 
uso%l«.  M  feol  bwath.  n*  hmn  «««kMst.  Regaia  manly 
Tlsvr.  calai  acrree*  el^r  •jtm  and  iap«iior  nentml  Btrenfth. 
Wfe^tlKT  roa  ehev:  or  amoke  Dipt.  elMrettce,  alfmn.  nt  ur  in  I 
tefnttef  TebMoo  BmK.    Worth  Its  vefaht  In  coM.    Mailed  fVee.      I 

E.  i.  WOODS,  634  Stoth  Avt.,lE67  A,  New  York.  N.  Y.     I 


The  above  cut  is  of  a  solid  gold  em- 
blem designed  and  used  entirely  by  our 
late  lamented  President  John  T.  Wilson. 
The  bar  and  pendant  are  of  solid  gold, 
the  pendant  faced  with  beautiful  white, 
hard  enamel ;  on  the  bar  the  name  of  own- 
er is  engraved,  making  the  emblem  a 
very  neat  and  attractive  one.  We  have 
purchased  a  quantity  of  them  and  can 
now  supply  them  delivered  at  any  post- 
office  in  Canada  or  the  United  States  by 
registered  mail  for  $3.25  each,  the  Cana- 
dian purchaser  to  pay  customs  charges, 
which  is  no^  included.  Address  all  pr- 
ders  to  Samuejl  J.  Peqg, 

Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


I 


THIS  » iR  ItiUSTIUTIOII 

OF  OUR 

NEW  FOB 

?i  SIZE. 

The  Medallion  is 
oxidized  silver  finish 
with  the  handcar  ex- 
ecuted in  colors  on 
celluloid.  The  strap 
is  calf  especially 
prepared  for  f  o  b  - 
straps.    The  price  is 

40C  Each 

or  $4.00  per  dozen  by 
registered  mail. 
Address  all  orders  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PE66, 

Secy.-Treas. 

Vanol  Bldflr.,  8900OliveRt.. 
St.  Ix>ui8.  Mo. 

Canadian    members 

SOc  each  prepaid. 

Address  orders  to 

W.  H.  INOYES, 

86  Wright  Ave., 

Toronto,  Can. 
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M^l  Bargain* 
in  Furniture 


Our  whole  business  is  to  buy  and 
sell  bargains  in  housefurnishings.  We 
buy  surplus  stocks  which  makers  have 
to  unload.  We  help  out  hard-up 
makers. 

We  have  a  combined  capital  of 
$7,000,000,  so  no  overstock  is  too 
large  for  us  to  handle  if  the  price  is 
right. 

Our  latest  Bargain  Book — Edition  24 — 
pictures  3,021  lines  of  bargains,  bought 
from  180  makers.  They  were  picked  up  by 
us  in  the  dull  midwinter — just  before  in- 
ventory, when  makers  must  turn  their 
stocks  into  money. 

They  include  an  endless  variety  in  all 
these  lines,  and  the  prices  we  quote  are 
amazing.  Hundreds  of  them  will  show  you 
a  saving  close  around  50  per  cent. 


Furniture        Rugs 
Carpets  Stoves 

Draperies  ,  Ranges 
Silverware  Pianos 
Chinaware       Lamps 


Refrigerators    , 
Talking  Machines 
Kitchen  Cabinets 
Sewing  Machines 
Baby  Cabs,  etc 


Cash  or  Credit 


We  sell  for  cash  or  credit  at  an  equal 
price.  About  600,000  homes  have  charge 
accounts  with  us.  They  take  on  the  average 
a  year  to  pay,  without  any  interest  or  any 
security. 

You  are  'welcome  to  such  an  account  if  you  wish 
It.  There  Is  no  red  tape  or  publicity.  We* arc  srlad 
to  sell  people  who  buy  thinsrs  for  the  home  on  open 
charsre  account. 

Everythinsr  i«  sent  on  30  days'  approval.  You 
may  use  it  a  month  before  decidinsr  to  buy  it.  If  it 
isn't  such  a  bargain  as  you  expect,  return  it  and 
we'll  pay  the  freight  both  ways. 

On  these  fair  lines  we  have  built  up  here  the 
larsrest  trade  in  our  line  in  the  world. 


Bargain  Book  Free 


This  mammoth  book  pictures  over  3,000  bar- 
firains.  The  pictures  are  larsre— many  In  actual  col- 
ors.   The  size  of  the  book  is  12x24  Inches. 

This  book  is  exceedinsfly  interestinsr.  It  shows 
more  thinsrs  for  the  home,  and  at  lower  prices,  than 
uny  book  you  ever  saw.  Every  home  should  have  it. 

Simply  send  us  your  name  and  address— a  postal 
will  do.  Write  it  now,  before  you  forsret  It,  and  the 
book  will  be  mailed  you  free. 

SPIEGEL,  MAY,  STERN  CO. 

1483  3Sth  Street        (119)  Chicago,  IIL 


Samples  Free 


We  want  to  send  yon  the  new  Clement  Book» 
filled  with  spring  styles  for  young  men.  Also  34 
samples  of  all-wool  fabrics  — acid-tested,  pre- 
shrunk— the  very  cream  of  all  new  patterns. 

We  will  send  with  them  a  tailor's  tape,  so  you 
can  take  your  own  measures.  That  saves  you 
one-third  under  what  it  would  cost  if  we  had  a 
local  agent  to  take  the  measurements  for  you. 

We  will  make  you  a  suit  in  any  style  or  fabric 
you  select,  and  send  it  to  you  on  approval.  The 
fit,  the  fabric,  the  tailoring,  all  will  be  guaranteed. 
If  not  satisfactory  in  every  way,  send  the  clothes 
back  and  we  will  pay  express  both  ways. 

If  all  is  satisfactory,  and  you  are  delighted,  pay 
a  little  each  month  for  six  months.  No  extra  price, 
no  interest,  no  security,  no  red  tape. 

Clement  suits  and  overcoats  run  from  $1235  to 
$35.00.  That  means  for  i>erfectly  tailored  clothes, 
made  of  all-wool  cloth  which  won't  shrink  and 
won't  fade.    Good  enough  for  a  millionaire. 

Many  thousands  of  the  best  dressed  men  buy 
Clement  clothes  every  season:  Some  men  whom 
you  know  are  among  them . 

Send  us  your  address  for  the  Style  Book  and 
samples.  A  postal  will  do— write  it  now.  The 
whole  outfit  is  mailed  free. 

THE  CLEMENT  CO. 

35  9:3  Morgan  St      m  Chicago 
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The  Advance  Advocate  [j 

pltbushed  by  the  international  brotherhood  of 
Maintenance-op- Way  Employes 

SAMUEL  J.  PE(}G,  Ebitob  anq  Manager 
^  Ai>VBBTisiNO  Rates  Furnished  on  Appucation. 

Siit«r»d  Jmiiuut  6.  K03.  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  as  seoond-elau  matter, 
under  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3. 1879 


»14 


Vol.  XX„  No.  4. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  April  1, 1911. 


Subscription  Price 
f  l.OD  Per  Year. 


PKETENDCD  GENEROSITY. 

''Every  revolution  was  first  a 
thought  in  one  man's  mind,"  said 
Emerson,  and  every  change  ever 
made  for  the  advancement  of  the 
laborer  was  revolutionary  in  the 
mind  of  the  autocrat.  History  is 
full  of  instances  to  prove  that  each 
step  leading  to  the  emancipation 
of  the  toiler  was  brought  about 
directly  as  a  result  of  their  concen- 
teition  of  effort. 

Reviewing  the  situation  as  it  af- 
fects our  class  of  workers  I  can  pos- 
itively say  that  there  never  was  a 
railway  company  that  increased  the 
wages  or  improved  the  working  con- 
ditions of  its  employes  voluntarily. 
Each  large  railway  system  retains 
in  its  service  a  host  of  trained 
people,  whose  business  it  is  to  keep 
very  near  the  employes,  quite  oft^n 
as  one  of  themselves  whose  duty  it 
is  to  keep  the  officials  advised  of 
any  discontent  or  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  employes  looking  to 
some  preferment  they  are  not  at 
that  time  receiving. 

Very  often  when  men  are  getting 


together  in  forming  plans  for  a 
visit  to  the  office  of  the  general 
manager  for  more  wages,  even  be- 
fore the  word  is  spoken  officially 
the  general  manager  announces  an 
increase  of  5  or  10  cents  per  day, 
where  the  men  themselves  had  fig- 
ured that  25  or  80  cents  would  be 
the  proper  amount.  A  move  of 
this  kind  on  the  part  of  the  general 
manager  has  its  effect  on  the  weak- 
kneed  and  faint  hearted  employes, 
who  are  afraid  of  trouble,  who  would 
leave  well  enough  alone  and  depend 
on  the  generosity  and  fairness  of 
the  general  manager  to  right  other 
grievances  when  he  has  so  kindly 
and  without  any  request  seen  that 
his  men  were  not  paid  sufficient. 
You  can  make  up  your  mind  that 
there  are  very  few  roads  who  do  not 
keep  up  a  system  of  espionage  over 
their  employes  and  that  the  gener- 
al manager  and  other  officials  know 
from  day  to  day  every  move  that  is 
made.  They  know  the  strong  and 
the  weak  men  and  just  about  how 
many  are  co-operating.  Let  a  few 
men  attempt  to  secure  any  conces- 
sions of  this  kiiid  without  the  back- 
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ing  of  the  majority  and  you  will 
see  that  the  strong  men,  singly  or  in 
a  bunch,  are  dropped  out  of  tbe  ser- 
vice on  one  pretext  or  another,  and 
let  a  majority  be  co-operating  and 
the  general  manager  at  once  steals 
their  thunder  by  granting  certain 
concessions  without  any  request 
having  been  made  by  the  employe. 


CO-OPERATION,  PARTNEKSHIP  AND 
PROriT-SHARING. 

With  the  passing  of  winter  and 
its  benumbing  influence  and  unfa- 
vorable weather  we  welcome  spring 
with  its  hopeful,  helpful  spirit  and 
its  opportunities  for  aggressive 
work.  It  is  pleasant  to  tell  of  the 
good  work  of  our  vice-presidents, 
organizers,  secretary-treasurers  and 
officers  and  members  of  subordinate 
lodges  for  the  first  two  months  of 
this  year.  And  it  will  be  still  more 
pleasant  reading  and  telling  if  each 
month  will  have  a  like  pleasing 
story  of  larger  returns  than  a  like 
period  in  a  former  year  can  show. 

It  can  be  done  if  all  will  take  a 
part  in  the  work.  Oo-operation  in 
the  work,  as  well  as  partnership  in 
the  profits,  should  be  the  position 
of  each  member.  Especially  should 
this  be  the  case  on  our  scheduled 
roads  for  each  individual  in  the 
maintenance-of-way  department  is 
surely  a  sharer  in  the  profits  of  the 
work.  That  each  has  taken  part  in 
the  profit-sharing  goes  without  say- 
ing. Did  any  one  ever  hear  of  a 
man  mean  enough  not  to  join  in  the 
co-operation  and  putting  some  of 
his  cash  into  the  partnership  who 
was  honorable  enough  to  refuse  to 
take  the  profits  to  which  he  had  no 
honest  right?    Never  once.    If  any 


one  knows  of  such  a  man,  send  us 
his  name  and  address.  He  would 
be  a  veritable  curiosity. 

Then  as  each  has  shared  in  the 
profit-taking,  is  it  anything  but  fair 
and  honorable  that  they  should  l)e 
partners  also  in  the  work?  Y(»a 
will  easily  admit  it.  Then,  brother, 
put  your  profession  into  practice. 
Go  out  to  some  employe,  not  yet  co- 
operating with  us,  put  the  proposi- 
tion up  to  him  as  to  his  duty  in  the 
matter  aiid  thus  you  will  help  the 
workers  in  making  each  month  bet- 
ter its  fellow  just  past.  Not^  the 
pleasure  wiiich  comes  to  you  from 
the  work.  There  are  few  things 
which  give  one  greater  pleasure 
than  the  consciousness  of  knowing 
that  a  duty  plainly  ours  has  l>eeu 
performed.  Thus  'Virtue  is  its  own 
reward."  Note  also  how  the  actof 
persuading  another  to  join  us  in 
making  the  world  better  for  our 
having  lived  in  it  increases  your 
power  for  such  service.  Just  as 
surely  as  exercising  your  muscles 
strengthens  them  and  disuse  allows 
them  to  become  weak  and  flabby, 
just  so  surely  practice  in  getting 
members  into  the  Order  makes  one 
perfect  in  the  work  and  increases 
the  power  for  such  service.  Broth- 
ers, how  are  your  muscles? 

If  every  member  were  Jnst  Itke  me 

What  kind  of  a  Brotherhood  would  onn  be? 


THE  NEW  WAV. 


Reading  in  a  })ook  a  few  days  ago, 
the  history  of  a  roatl,  how  it  was 
laid  out  so  straight  and  direct  it  is 
said  that  ''one  night  a  little  calf 
got  out  of  the  pasture  and  scamp- 
ered through  the  woods  to  the  river 
bank  beyond.     Instinqtively,  like 
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all  animals,  he  picked  the  straight 
course  as  he  ran.  He  kicked  np  a 
path  in  the  leaves.  In  the  early 
morning  his  mother  missed  him. 
Frantic,  she  broke  through  the 
crude  fence  and  followed,  widening 
the  path  with  her  flat  nose  and 
marking  it  with  her  sharp  hoofs. 
When  a  man  on  horse  back  drew 
near,  the  path  was  quite  plain.  He 
thought  it  a  short  cut  through  the 
woods  and  turned  from  the  old  road. 
And  it  was  a  short  cut.  The  old 
winding  road  grew  up  with  weeds. 
The  straight  path  through  the  woods 
— blazed  by  a  calf,  a  cow,  and  a 
horseman  became  a  great  highway. '' 
This  is  history.  If  you  will  re- 
view tlie  history  of  labor  organiza- 
tions you  will  remark  thaf  History 
is  repeating  itself."  The  old  la- 
borious winding  methods  of  better- 
ing our  conditions  is  now  supersed- 
ed by  a  more  direct  and  surer 
method.  Concentration  of  forces 
is  the  watchword.  Conciliation  and 
arbitration  are  the  methods;  per- 
severing and  conserving  our 
strength  until  the  goal  is  finally 
reached.  The  strike,  once  so  i)op- 
ular,  is  now  resorted  too  only  after 
every  other  method  had  been  tried 
and  failed,  when  to  submit  or  re- 
tire, means  slavery. 


SOMETHING  DOING  IN  CHICAGO. 

I  have  just  time  to  give  you  a  few 
words  on  my  trip  to  Chicago  before 
going  to  press. 

Leaving  St.  Louis  at  8  a.  m., 
March  19,  reaching  Chicago  the 
same  evening,  I  attended  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Chicago  Terminal  Trans- 
fer lodge  where  an  enthusiastic 
crowd  had  gathered  and  reported 


g(x;d  progress  being  made  inclosing 
up  the  ranks  in  their  jurisdiction. 
Leaving  there  at  ten  p.  m.,  under 
the  able  guardianship  of  Brpther 
Kelly  of  Clybourn  lodge,  I  next 
visited  the  Indian  Harbor  Belt 
lodge  and  spent  a  pleasant  and 
profitable  time  with  the  brothers 
of  that  lodge  and  there  were  also 
present,  Grand  President  A.  B. 
Lowe,  and  Vice-President  Vurpia. 
The  meeting  broke  up  at  a  late 
hour  and  we  arrived  at  our  hotel 
a1)out  midnight. 

On  Sunday  at  10  a.  m.  I  attended 
a  meeting  of  the  joint  protective 
board  of  the  Chicago  and  Nortli- 
western  Railway  at  the  Marine 
Firemen's  Hall,  and  assisted  them 
in  framing  a  schedule  for  presenta- 
tion to  their  management  in  the 
near  future. 

At  2  we  visited  Clybourn  lodge 
and  spent  a  very  pleasant  afternoon 
witnessing  the  initiation  of  twenty- 
one  members.  Clybourn  lodge  does 
everything  on  tlie  wholesale  plan 
and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
they  handed  over  nearly  one  hun- 
dred of  their  members  to  the  new 
lodge  started  recently  at  Minneap- 
olis, they  will  soon  reach  the  three 
hundred  mark  again,  possibly  by 
their  next  meeting. 

Wherever  we  went  and  every 
brother  we  spoke  to,  we  found  them 
all  imbued  with  the  same  enthusi- 
asm. Under  the  leadership  of 
Vice-President  Vurpia  the  Chicago 
lodges  are  fired  with  ambition  and 
enthusiasm  at  tliis  time  and  are 
making  a  strong  effort  to  unionize 
their  road  in  Chicago. 

On  Tuesday  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  visiting  the  I.  C.  Terminal  lodge 
and  met  with  an  enthusiastic  crowd 
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who,  1  judge,  are  prepared  to  throw 
in  their  h)t  with  the  other  Termi- 
nal eniph)ye8  and  go  in  for  a  stand- 
ard s<*liedule.  All  the  veterans 
were*  present  and  pledged  their 
support  to  the  connnittee. 

Brother  Newman,  first  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  Order  of  Railroad  Tel- 
egrapliers,  also  Bro.  G.  Dal  Jones, 
chief  telegraplier  of  division  No.  91, 
of  the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegra- 
phers, were  also  present  and  ad- 
dressed the  meeting  on  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  througli  thorough  or- 
ganization. These  speeches  were 
all  received  enthusiastically  by  the 
meml>ers  as  also  were  the  remarks 
of  Grand  President  A.  B.  Lowe, 
Grand  Secretary-Treasurer  Pegg 
an<l  Vice-President  Vurpia.  Broth- 
er Vurpia  received  an  ovation  when 
lie  had  outlined  the  prospects  for 
Chicago  in   the   immediate  future. 

Owing  to  President  Lowe  having 
to  leave  to  catch  a  train,  we  did  not 
wait  until  the  close  of  the  meeting, 
but  I  am  sure  from  what  I  saw  and 
heard,  that  the  I.  0.  boys  are  taking 
on  their  old  form  again  and  will 
certainly  be  heard  from  in  a  sub- 
stantial manner  very  soon. 

A  great  deal  of  the  pleasure  of 
our  visit  to  Chicago,  in  addition  to 
meeting  so  many  of  our  good  broth- 
ers there,  was  the  visit  to  the  Coli- 
seum to  the  exhibit  of  railroad  ap- 
pliances. Our  thanks  are  due  to 
Mr.  Reynolds,  the  secretary,  for 
five  hundred  passes,  which  he  ten- 
dered for  the  use  of  the  mainte- 
nance-of-way  employes  in  and 
around  the  city  of  Chicago.  A  small 
estimate  of  our  members  who  have 
attended  this  exhibit  during  the 
week  would  be  1,500,  from  three  to 
four     hundred     were     present     on 


Wednesday  evening.  Our  old  friend, 
Mr.  McKinuon  of  the  Kalamazoo 
Railway  Supply  Co.,  was  on  hand 
with  a  very  attractive  display  im- 
mediately to  the  left  as  one  entered 
the  building,  but  as  our  space  is 
short,  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe 
at  this  time  the  exhibit,  but  will 
try  to  have  a  description  of  the 
many  good  things  seen  there  in  tfce 
next  issue  of  the  Advocate. 

It  was  certainly  a  show  that  was 
well  worth  going  to  see  and  I  am 
sorry  that  we  do  not  have  more  of 
these  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, so  that  our  members  might  visit 
them  and  see  the  various  appliances 
used  in  diH'ereut  parts  of  the  coun- 
try and  also  the  latest  improve- 
ments that  are  being  made  in  all 
these  classes  of  goods. 

Present  indications  are  that  by 
the  1st  of  May  Chicago  Terminals 
will  be  one  hundred  per  cent  strong 
throughout  the  entire  city. 


WORTHY  LEGISLATION. 

Press  dispatches  from  Little  Rock 
Ark.  advises  the  passage  of  a  dras- 
tic senate  bill  making  railroads  and 
other  common  carriers  liable  to 
damage  in  all  cases  for  injury  or 
death  of  employes  without  recourse 
or  defense  in  court.  This  message 
repeals  the  ''contributory  negH- 
gence"  clause  heretofore  governing 
and  relied  upon  as  defense  by  the 
railroads.  The  governor's  approval 
is  certain  as  he  himself  recommend- 
ed this  bill  in  his  message. 

Arkansas  has  made  the  first  start 
in  preventative  legislation  and  is 
the  only  means  in  which  the  law 
can  be  made  effective  when  other 
states  have  followed  the  lead.  Hobo 
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foremen  and  inexperienced  men 
will  not  be  so  readily  employed  for 
a  few  days  at  a  time,  at  starvation 
wages,  to  do  work  with  which  they 
are  not  familiar  nor  competent  to 
do;  nor  will  exi)erienced  men  be 
heart-broken  trying  to  do  work  with 
insufficient  material  or  lack  of  help. 
Railway  companies  operating  in 
Arkansas  will  now  find  that  itpaj^s 
to  take  no  chances  but  insist  in 
having  their  track  work  done  in  a 
safe  and  workman-like  manner,  as 
the  cost  of  competent  help  and  suf- 
ficient Qiaterial  will  be  less  than 
the  damage  costs  or  the  lamentable 
accidents  tliat  have  been  so  prev- 
alent on  American  Railways  in  the 
past  decade . 


THE  GRAND  PRESIDCNFS  SUI1I1ARY 
or  OMRATIONS  OT  J.  P.  B'S. 

Our  March  editorial  informed  you 
of  the  meeting  of  the  Southern  As- 
sociation of  General  Chairmen  at 
Atlanta,  and  fulfilling  President 
Lowe's  promise  of  keeping  mem- 
bers informed  of  current  events  in 
the  history  of  our  Order,  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  summary  of  the  joint 
protective  board's  operations  on 
various  roads  to  date. 

On  the  Boston  and  Maine  the 
joint  protective  board  held  their 
annual  meeting  re-electing  all  their 
former  officers,  a  well  deserved 
compliment. 

On  the  Bangor  and  Aroostook  a 
conference  was  held  between  the 
joint  protective  lK>ard  and  the  offi- 
cials. General  Chairman  Turner 
reports  '* nothing  doing"  and  he  has 
applied  for  an  arbitration  board. 
I  have  instructed  Vice-President 
Jenness,    who    has  charge   of   the 


work  in  Maine  and  Massachusetts, 
to  render  any  needed  assistance, 
promising  my  presence  also,  if  at 
all  possible. 

The  awards  have  been  given  for 
the  0.  P.  R.  and  C.  N.  R.  and  have 
been  accepted  by  General  Chair- 
man Dorey  for  the  C.  P.  R.  and 
General  Chairman  Fljozdal  for  the 
C.  N.  R.  maintenance-of-way  em- 
ployes. The  G.  T.  P.  award  was 
made  in  January  and  accepted  for 
the  men  shortly  afterward,  but 
nothing  has  been  heard  from  the 
company  as  to  their  position  in  ref- 
erence to  it.  While  this  is  being 
written  President  Lowe  is  awaiting 
a  call  for  a  conference  requested 
from  him  by  General  Superintend- 
ent Gutelius  on  behalf  of  Vice- 
President  McNicoll  and  other  C.  P. 
R.  officials  and  the  joint  protective 
board  to  consider  the  award.  The 
result  will  be  made  known  later. 
Nothing  at  date  of  writing  has  been 
heard  from  C.  N.  R.  company's 
officials. 

The  C.  C.  &  O.  joint  protective 
board  met  their  officials,  Vice-Pres- 
ident Powell  being  with  them  and 
their  scliedule  of  rules  was  practic- 
ally agreed  to,  the  rates  being  by 
mutual  consent  left  for  adjustment 
at  a  future  date. 

On  the  8.  A.  L.,  Chairman  Brad- 
ley reports  a  conference  arranged 
for  March  27  and  Chairman  Borom 
the  same  for  his  gallant  little  road, 
the  C.  of  Ga.,  on  March  28. 

A  meeting  of  General  Chairman 
Gerrey  of  the  Norfolk  and  Western 
and  his  board  with  their  manage- 
ment is  under  adaisement  at  pres- 
ent. 

On  the  Southern,  General  Chair- 
man Johnson  has  asked  for  an  in- 
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terview  and  expects  to  meet  Mr. 
Lum  early  in  April. 

Chairman  Pugh,  on  the  0.  &  O., 
will  also  in  the  near  future  ask  for 
a  meeting  for  the  niaintenance-of- 
way  employes  on  that  road,  and  for 
the  first  time  the  members  on  the 
0.  0.  &  L.,  recently  taken  over  by 
the  C.  &  O.  management,  will  be 
represented. 

.  On  the  I.  0.  and  Y.  &  M.  V.  Rys. 
considerable  activity  was  worked 
up,  especially  south  of  the  Ohio 
river,  by  Delegate  McWatt  of  Mc- 
Oomb,  Miss.,  and  our  old  veteran, 
T.  J.  O'Doiinell,  as  a  result  of  the 
conference  at  tlie  Boston  ccmven- 
tion.  At  a  meeting  held  later  at 
Memphis,  at  which  General  Chair- 
man Smith  was  the  only  representa- 
tive from  the  north,  a  committee 
was  elected  to  meet  the  manage- 
ment. Brother  O'Donnell  was  elect- 
ed chairman  and  authorized  to  ask 
for  a  conference,  and  has  the  prom- 
ise of  an  early  date  from  chief  en- 
gineer maintenance-of-way,  Mr. 
Baldwin,  and  from  some  of  the  of- 
ficials an  assurance  that  the  com- 
pany are  figuring  on  giving  an  in- 
crease in  the  rates  of  pay.  Broth- 
er O'Donnell  and  comrades  will  try 
to  secure  a  contract  this  time. 

On  the  Virgi;iian  Railway,  the 
Halifax  and  Southwestern,  and  C. 
&  0.  Kys.  schedules  has  been  sent 
in  for  approval  tind  interviews  will 
be  shortly  requested  and  on  the  Q. 
&  L.  St.  J.  a  meeting  with  General 
Superintendent  Spaidal  and  Chair- 
man Greffard  and  comrades  is  an- 
other event  of  the  near  future. 

This  fairly  summarizes  the  spring 
fleet's  movements,  actual  and  pros- 
pective. President  Lowe  means  to 
answer  all  calls  on  his  time  on  the 


fair  principle,  **first  come,  first 
served''  and  were  unable  to  attend 
will  instruct  the  vice-president,  ap- 
pointed to  that  territory  at  a  con- 
ference of  the  grand  officers  elect 
immediately  after  the  Boston  con- 
vention, to  attend  to  it  from  what- 
ever territory  the  call  comes. 


ACKNOWLCDGIieNT. 

The  following  acknowledgment 
has  just  been  received  by  me,  and 
I  sincerely  trust  that  it  may,  as 
our  g<K)d  sister  writes,  lead  some 
member  to  see  the  necessitj^  of  pro- 
viding at  this  time  for  his  loved 
ones  while  he  has  health  and 
strength  and  is  enabled  to  do  so : 

ROANOKB,  ALA. 

Mb.  S.  J.  Pbog,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Deab  Snt— Please  aocept  my  heartfelt 
thanks  for  your  promptness  in  setUiD^^ 
my  claim  in  full,  $1,000.  The  certificate 
Nq.  20147  was  issued  to  my  late  husband 
John  F.  Hamilton  in  my  favor. 

May  heaven's  richest  Messing  rest  op* 
on  you  and  yonr  noble  Order,  which  my 
husband  loved  so  well,  and  will  ever  be 
remembered  by  myself  and  four  little 
children,  and  I  hope  and  trust  that  these 
few  lines  may  lead  some  father  to  see 
the  need  of  protecting  his  loved  ones  by 
taking  out  insurance  in  the  dear  and  no- 
ble Brotherhood.  Thanking  you  again, 
I  beg  to  remain,  youra  very  respectfully, 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Hamilton. 


JOINT  PROTCCTIVe  BOARDS. 

Too  much  care  cannot  be  exer- 
cised in  electing  joint  protective 
boards,  who  represent  the  employes 
on  any  system  of  railway,  on  which 
the  employes  on  the  M.  of  W.  De- 
partment are  organized.  These 
should  in  all  cla&ses  be  men  of  A. 
No.  1  character,  level  headed  and 
of  sound  judgment,  and  men  who 
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c»n  stand  the  temptations  of  hotel 
ftfid  city  life  in  the  matter  of  booze. 
A  man  who  can't  leave  that  alone 
should  be  severely  left  off  any  com- 
mittee and  one  succumbing  to  its 
influence  should  be  promptly  ejec- 
ted from  any  plmce  of  responsibility, 
siich  as  a  place  on  a  joint  protective 
board  undoubtedly  is.  I  am  pleased 
to  say,  from  personal  knowledge, 
that  the  d^y  when  drinking  men 
are  in  evidence  to  any  cuuaiderable 
extent  in  our  department  is  fast 
passing  away  never  to  return.  But 
a  word  of  advice  in  this  direction 
is  not  out  of  place  and  one  of  the 
purposes  of  our  organization  is  to 
itnprove  the  morals  of  our  member- 
shipand  thus  increase  their  efficien- 
cy and  their  i)ower  of  good  service, 
both  to  their  employers  and  their 
comrades  if  called  on  to  act  as  rep- 
resentatives in  any  capacity,  es- 
pecially on  joint  protective  boards. 


TO  WHOM  THE  CREWT? 


jonrr  pnoTEaivE  board. 

When  there  is  an  election  of 
chairman  or  members  of  a  joint 
protective  board  and  any  change 
made  eitlier  in  the  officers  or  mem- 
bers on  the  board,  do  not  fail  to 
send  the  names  and  post  office  ad- 
dresses of  any  new  members  of  said 
board.  Indeed,  after  any  meeting 
to  elect  a  board,  it  would  be  well 
to  send  in  a  complete  list  of  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  mem- 
bers on  the  board.  Yours  frater- 
nally, A.  B.  LowB. 


Have  you  taken  out  an  insurance 
policy  yet?  If  not,  you  should  be 
ashamed  to  look  your  wife  and 
children  in  the  face.  Do  it  now, 
tomorrow  may  be  too  late. 


The  February  issue  of  the  * 'Rail- 
way Bridge  and  Building  Magazine" 
on  page  30  makes  reference  to  the 
advance  in  wages  on  the  0.  &  N. 
W.  Railway.  The  article  quoted 
is  as  follows: 

There  will  be  no  question  in  the  minds 
of  oar  members  who  are  receiving  these 
advances  almost  without  asking  for  them 
to  know  that  it  pays  to  organize. 

Yes,  Brother  Olothier,  we  agree 
with  every  word  you  say,  but  you 
neglected  to  inform  your  readers 
that  the  increase  was  gained  by  the 
International  Brotherhood  of  Main- 
tenance-of-Way  Employes'  Com- 
mittee and  members,  and  not  by 
the  Railway  Bridge  and  Building 
Brotherhood. 

We  were  not  aware  that  the 
Bridge  and  Building  Brotherhood 
accepted  interlocking  men  in  their 
organization.  If  they  do  so  they 
should  change  their  name,  as  it  is 
now,  it  is  very  misleading. 


OoMPLAiNTS  are  made  by  members,^ 
who  have  remitted  direct  to  Grand 
Lod^^Y  grand  and  system  division 
dues,  that  their  working  cards  are 
sent  to  the  local  secretary  because 
they  did  not  send  local  lodge  dues 
or  a  receipt  from  their  local  secre- 
tary for  same  with  their  remittance. 
The  grand  secretary-treasurer  de- 
sires to  call  the  attention  of  the 
members  to  Article  20,  Section  Ion 
page  82  of  the  revised  Constitution, 
commencing  on  line  9  to  16.  Tlie 
Boston  convention  ruled  that  as 
soon  as  the  new  constitutions  were 
distributed  among  the  meml>er6, 
this  section  was  to  be  put  into  effect 
and  our  clerks  at  headquarters  have 
received  positive  instructions  to  do 
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this.  The  attention  of  all  members 
wlio  remitted  direct  to  Grand  liodge 
previous  to  the  distribution  of  the 
constitutions  will  please  note  that 
the  fact  that  Grand  Lodge  issued 
them  their  working  cards  for  the 
current  term  does  not  relieve  them 
from  the  payment  of  their  local 
lodge  dues,  and  if  they  have  not 
already  paid  them  to  the  secretary 
of  their  hical  lodge,  the  amount 
stands  against  them  on  the  lodge 
books  and  they  should  at  once  send 
the  an)ount  to  tlieir  local  secretary 
in  order  that  they  may  be  in  good 
standing  all  around. 


A  LETTER  received  from  a  mem- 
ber asked  me  why  the  Advocate 
never  has  any  B.  &  B.  technical  in 
its  pages.  There  is  only  one  answer 
I  can  make;  that  no  B.  &  B.  men 
submit  articles  on  their  work  for 
publication.  The  editor  is  not  a 
practical  B.  <fe  B.  man  and  could 
not  write  up  technical  work  in  that 
department  for  publication,  but 
we  have  a  large  number  of  skilled 
mechanics  and  expert  workmen 
among  our  members  who  are  thor- 
oughly competent,  and  the  editor 
will  gla<lly  assign  space  in  the  Ad- 
vocate each  month  for  their  letters 
if  they  will  send  them  in. 


While  in  Chicago  we  learned  that 
our  old  friend,  Bro.  D.  G.  Ramsey, 
past  president  of  the  Order  of  Rail- 
road Telegraphers,  was  a  candidate 
for  the  democratic  nomination  for 
judge  of  the  circuit  court. 

We  would  ask  for  Brother  Ram- 
sey the  unanimous  support  of  each 
of  our  Chicago  members  for  the 
reason  that  Brother  Ramsey  either 
in  official  or  private  life,  has  always 


been  the  friend  and  supporter  of 
the  worker,  and  now  that  oppor- 
tunity is  afforded,  let  every  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  in  Chicago 
show  his  .  appreciation  of  honest, 
sterling  worth  by  voting  solid  for 
D.  G.  Ramsey  on  April  11,  1911. 


We  have  an  advertisement  of 
Oassells  Cyclopaedia  of  Mechanics 
in  this  issue.  We  have  a  set  of 
these  works  in  our  library  and  mast 
say  that  the  entire  range  of  me- 
chanics is  thoroughly  covered  by 
descriptions,  rules,  formula^s  and 
recipes  boiled  down  to  the  pith  of 
reliable  and  useful  information. 
The  name  of  the  author  is  sufficient 
to  ensure  tlie  knowledge  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  each  item. 


A  NUMBER  of  inquiries  have  been 
made  with  regard  to  the  picture 
supplement  of  tlie  convention  of 
the  officers,  permanent  workers  of 
Grand  Lodge  and  of  the  Ladies' 
Auxiliary.  We  are  still  waiting 
the  receipt  of  several  photos  to 
complete  the  group  of  the  Ladies' 
Auxiliary.  As  soon  as  these  are 
received  we  are  ready  to  have  the 
half  tones  made  and  the  pictures 
mailed  to  each  of  our  members. 


An  earnest  revival  is  l>eing  had 
this  spring  on  all  railroads  in  the 
South.  A  standard  schedule  has 
been  prepared  for  presentation  to 
the  respective  companies  operating 
in  the  South  in  the  territory  cov- 
ered by  Association  A.  of  General 
Chairmen.  There  is  not  any  good 
reason  why  any  of  these  roads 
should  pay  their  foremen  lees  wages 
than  that  paid  on  another  rc^d  iu 
the  same  territory. 
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For  the  further  improvement  of 
the  Advocate  the  editor  wishes  to 
annouuce  that  he  expects  in  the 
near  future  the  appointment  by  the 
grand  president  and  Grand  Execu- 
tive Oommittee  of  the  foUowing  as- 
sociate editors,  who  will  contribute 
technical  articles  each  month.  In 
the  B.  &  B.  Department,  Inter- 
locking and  Signal,  Water  Service 
Department,  Masonry  and  Concrete 
Departments,  while  special  letters 
will  be  published  occasionally  on 
painting,  building  and  structures, 
steam  shovel  work  and  pile  driving 
etc.,  etc.  No  trouble  or  expense 
will  be  spared  in  making  the  Ad- 
vocate what  it  was  intended  to  be, 
a  useful  source  of  information  and 
recreation  for  the  workers  in  every 
department  of  the  mainteuance-of- 
way,  their  wives  and  families. 


ANOTHER  l1USHiM)OI1. 


All  the  principal  railways  in  Can- 
ada excepting  one  are  now  under 
contract,  and  the  wages  are  from 
10  to  26  cents  per  day  higher  on 
these  roads  than  they  are  on  the 
unorganized  roads  in  the  same  ter- 
ritory, and  still  some  people  con- 
tinue to  ask,  *'does  it  pay  to  organ- 
ize?" Ask  the  men  on  the  Inter- 
colonial and  Prince  Edward  Island 
Railways,  on  the  Grand  Trunk  Pa- 
cific, on  the  Canadian  Pacific  or 
those  on  the  Canadian  Northern. 


Thk  Canadian  Northern  in  On- 
tario, Quebec  and  Lake  St.  John, 
Michigan  Central  and  Pere  Mar- 
quette are  each  going  up  for  an  in- 
increase  and  better  conditions  in 
the  near  future,  and  still  people 
will  tell  you  that  the  Lemieux  Act 
is  no  good  ;  neither  is  anything  else 
unless  you  go  after  it. 


We  are  advised  that  an  organiza- 
tion called,  ''Tiie  Order  of  Railway 
Track  Foremen  of  America/'  an- 
other of  those  mushroom  organiza- 
tions of  the  get-rich-quick  variety, 
has  addressed  a  circular  to  all  track 
foremen  on  the  B.  &  M.  system,  in 
viting  them  to  join  their  organiza- 
tion, oifering  as  an  inducement 
that  their  membership  in  the  I.  B. 
M.  W.  E.  will  be  accepted  in  place 
of  a  fee  in  their  organization. 

We  also  learn  that  one  of  our  one 
time  members  named  James  Fair- 
brother,  is  assistingin  the  nefarious 
work  of  trying  to  disrupt  our  organ- 
ization on  the  B.  &  M. 

This  man  Fairbrother  is  now  in- 
debted to  (mr  organization  for 
money  that  he  collected  several 
years  ago  from  members  and  failed 
to  remit  the  cash.  Our  Grand 
Lodge  had  to  make  good  to  the 
meml)ers,  but  James  Fairbrother 
failed  to  come  across  withi|f65.55. 

The  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  asks  only  a 
square  deal  from  anyime.  We  are 
willing  to  be  judged  by  the  actual 
results  obtained.  Perhaps  James 
and  his  confreres  of  the  Railway 
Track  Foremen  of  America  have 
an  eye  to  the  accumulated  system 
division  funds  now  in  the  treasury 
of  tiie  B.  &  M.  and  think  it  would 
make  good  picking  if  they  can  dis- 
rupt (Hir  organization. 

We  are  going  to  get  further  data 
in  regard  to  this  scK'alled  organiza- 
tion and  will  endeavor  to  give  our 
members  the  result  of  our  investi- 
gation next  month. 


If  a  thing  is    worth  doing,  do  it 
now. 
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ROLL  or  HONOR. 


Jas.  Browder,  Chicago,  111 4 

O.  R.  May,  Tomsbury,  W.  Va 3 

C.  Gould,  Clyde,  111 8 

J.  D.  Buric,  Dothan,  W.  Va 2 

E.  De  Decker,  Winnipeg,  Man 

Y.  F.  Gower,  Randolph,  Mo 

W.  M.  Williard,  Cincinnati,  la --.-.-. 

J.  E.  Duckworth,  Payetteville,  Tenn.. 

J.  R.  Knight,  Day,  Fla 

A.  H.  Sears,  Harms,  Tenn 

F.  M.  Creasy,  Buchanan,  Va 

Cly bourn  61      F-  Duniond,  Ramsay^  Ont 

Tue  River  39     J.  F.  Bryant,  Huntland,  Tenn 

Farnham 26     Daniel  Gray,  Millikin,  La 

St.  Paul  Star 22      G.  W.  Rimmer,  Richlands,  Va - 

Greater  Success 18         New  members  initiat-ed  between 

sl^lT  Co.«i^uct;o«.::::::Z .: .:  February  19  and  March  19,  1911  in- 

elusive  are : 

United  States Ii082 

Canada 282 


The  lodges  initiating  the  largest 
number  of  new  menil>er8  between 
February  19  and  March  19,  1911, 
show  an  increase  of  91  members 
more  than  the  previous  month. 

NO.  NAMK  INCREASE 

246 

31 
187 
142 
169 
4 
518 

76 
227 


Nashua 13 

__      Reliance 13 

144    Chicago  Term.  Trans.  Local 11 

8    Limestone 10 

146    Chicago  and  Western  Indiana 10 

282    Pitsfield 10 

20    Champlain ^ 

36    Columbia » 

87    Greensboro ^ 

148    Chicago  Junction 9 

285    Worcester ^ 

Bro.  R.  B.  Farren  heads  the  list 
of  organizers  with  105  new  mem- 
bers to  his  credit  this  month. 
Twelve  of  our  field  force  gained  537 
new  members,  as  compared  with 
474  obtained  by  14  of  our  field  force 
last  month. 


R.  B.  Farren 105 

M.  J.  Powers 87 

H.  B  Stokes 60 

J.  J.  Sullivan 51 

Thos.  Gauthier    44 
Gus  Wright 32 


W.  8.  Powell 32 

J.  T.  Layne 30 

J.  F.  Davis 26 

Sam  Riccio 24 

D.  P.  Langley 23 

E.  G.  Gashell 23 


Individual  effort  also  sliows  a  to- 
tal of  49  new  members  this  month 
as  compared  witli  24  last  month. 
Through  an  oversiglit  last  month 
we  omitted  to  credit  Brother  James 
Brumfleld  of  Whites  Creek,  W.  Ya. 
with  having  sent  in  ten  new  mem- 
bers on  February  2.  The  omission 
was  not  intentional.  Brother  Brum- 
fleld is  worthy  of  all  credit  and  we 
regret  very  much  that  it  was  over- 
looked last  month. 

G.  W.  Manes,  Knoxville,  Tenn 15 

W.  B.  Nichols,  Hinton,  W.Va 6 

Jas.  Brumfleld,  Whites  Creek,  W.  Va...  4 


Total 1.3M 

A  gain  of  383  over  the  previous  month. 


PRIZE  WINNERS. 


The  prize  winners  for  the  month 
of  March  are  as  follows : 

Members— 800  Line,  ''Frank," 
Page  190. 

Journal  Agents — Superior  Lodge 
No.  141,  Page  183. 

Ladies — Molson,  Man.,  ''Mrs.  H. 
B.,"  Page  208. 

Girls— Kent  County,  N.  B.,  "A 
New  Beginner'^  on  Page  2(4. 

Boys— Rowesvillo,  8. 0.  "Aubrey 
Baxter,"  Page  196. 

Organizers — No  competition. 


OBITUARY. 


KNIGHT— Bro.  J.  G.  Knight,  member 
of  Lodge  No.  493,  died  February  10, 
1911,  of  pneumonia. 

PRYTKA— Bro.  M.  Prytka,  member  of 
Lodge  No.  132,  killed  by  Italian  with 
with  an  ax  February  7,  1911. 

COMMER— Bro.  F.  A.  Commer,  member 
of  Lodge  No.  9,  killed  at  Drew,  Miss. 

NELSON— Bro.  Walter  Nelson,  member 
of  Cly  bourn  Lodge  No.  246,  died.  Feb- 
ruary 26, 1911. 

WEYMARK— Bro.  H.  Weymark,  mem- 
ber  Lodge  No.  195,  killed  in  snow  plow 
collision,  February  15,  1911. 
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THE  ftROTHCRHOOD  THERNONCTeR. 


The  spring  boom  is  surely  witli  us.  l^ote  the 
changes  this  month  in  the  Honor  Roll.  The  banner 
lodge  still  leads  with  289  members,  an  increase  of 
103  members  since  last  month.  Lodge  No.  146  retains 
second  position,  but  with  an  increase  of  34  members 
and  Lodge  No.  142  comes  third  on  the  list  with  an 
increase  of  26  members.  Boston  Lodge  No.  120 
jumps  ahead  three  points  this  month  with  an  in- 
crease of  79  members  while  Famham  Lodge  No.  187 
drops  back  one  point,  although  they  show  an  increase 
of  61  members  over  the  previous  month.  Fitch  burg 
Lodge  No.  400  jumps  ahead  two  points  with  an  in- 
crease of  48  members.  Lodge  No.  285  was  not  rep- 
resented on  this  page  last  month,  but  is  seventh  in 
the  st^m  this  month.  Lodge  No  144  did  not  appear 
on  the  page  last  mouth  and  is  eighth  in  line 
with  148  members.  Lodge  No.  78  is  also  a  new- 
comer with  145  members.  Lodge  No.  285  drops  back 
a  few  points  this  month  with  a  gain  of  13  members 
since  last  report. 

A  boom  is  now  on  in  the  Chicago  Terminals  and  ' 
we  may  look  for  big  changes  in  our  figures   next 
month,  especially  among  Chicago  Terminals  lodges. 

The  bulb  of  our  Thermometer  shows  a  number  of 
changes  in  positions.  Our  readers  will  note  that  the 
figures  are  all  very  close,  only  a  difference  of  34  in 
number  divided  among  the  22  lodges  between  the 
highest  and  lowest,  and  unless  we  are  very  much 
mistaken  there  will  be  a  great  many  changes  in 
position  in  the  stem  next  month. 

Last  month  we  announced  that  we  would  give 
position  on  the  Honor  Roll  for  each  lodge  who  had 
100  per  cent  of  all  those  eligible  in  their  jurisdiction, 
irrespective  of  their  numbers  of  members,  but  up  to 
this  writing,  no  lodge  has  forwarded  any  claim  to 
this  honor.  Next  month  we  will  give  place  to  all 
lodges  who  have  90  per  cent  and  over  of  the  main- 
tenance-of-way  employes  in  their  jurisdiction  en- 
rolled. If  the  lodges  will  kindly  notify  the  editor 
giving  the  actual  percentage  it  will  be  published. 

NrMBEK  NAME  MEMBERS 

67 Kenova 134 

87 Greensboro  133 

20 Ohamplain 132 

273 Richlands 126 

112 Indian  Harbor 126 

467 Eagle  Bridge 126 

76 Nashua ' 120 

41 Clinton 119 

145 Port-age  La  Prairie 118 

223 Ottawa - 118 

281 Selma 117 

8 Limestone 115 

102 Roncevertp 112 

278 Hoosac  Tunnel 112 

28.3 Springfield 108 

591 Manchester 107 

ni Kanawha  106 

31 Tug  River 106 

64 St.  Johnsbnry 106 

125  Medicine  Hat 103 

18  LakeOitv 100 

154 Truro .: 100 
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GRAND    LODGE    OFFICERS. 


A.  B.  Lows,  Grand  Pres. :  Vftnol  Bids,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
GRAND  VICB-PK£SID£NT8. 

A.  F.  Stout,  Ivanhoe.  Out. 
W.  S.  Powell.  803  Pearson  8t..  Greensboro.  N.  C. 
M.  J.  Powers,  Vanol  Buildin«r.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
H.  A.  VuRPiA,  839  N.  Central  Park  av..  Chicago.  111. 
Hy  Ibwin,  box  156,  Porta«:e  la  Prairie.  Man. 
'  Geo.  B.  Jbnnbbs,  box  22.  South  Danbury.  N.  H. 
Sajcuel  J.  Pbgg.   Grand  Secretary-Treasurer  and 

Mgr.  Official  Omran ;  Vanol  Bid?..  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
Judge  Wm.  Zachritz,  Solicitor,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
J.  S.  Eastman,  Chaplain.  Pompanoostic,  Vt. 
Alex.  Gibb,  Grand  Inner  Sentinel.  Vanol  Building 

St.  liouis.  Mo. 
Walter  A.  Spbinobr.  Grand  Outer  Sentinel.  Vanol 

Building,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

LADIES  AUXILLA.RY   TO  THE  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
Mrs.  Cora  B.  Smith.  Grand  President.  Canaan.N.  H. 
Mrs.  Geo.  B.  Jbnxbss.  Grand  Secretary- Treasurer 
box  22.  South  Danbury.  N.  H. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

W.  H.  NoYES.  Chnin ;  86  Wright  ave..  Toronto.  Ont 
George  Seal.  Sec.  box  891.  Portage  la  Prairie.  Man. 
J.  E.  Smitb.  Littleton.  Mass. 
G.  H.  Flynt.  408  Garrell  St.,  Greensboro.  N.  C. 
T.  J.  O'Dokkell.  Hernando,  Miss. 


ORGANIZERS. 


Bell,  A. 
Carr,  P.  C. 
Chapman.  B.  G. 
Davis,  J.  P. 
Devaney.  Con. 
Farren  R.  B. 
Gauthier.  Thos. 
HuU.  W.  H. 
Johnson.  H.  W. 
Keays.  Geo. 
Kirkwood.  P.  W. 


Layne.  J.  T. 
Powers,  T.  C. 
Peterson.  Chas. 
Robinson,  R. 
Stuart.  J.  P. 
Stokes,  H.  B. 
Sullivan.  J.  J. 
Viens.  D.  N. 
Walsh.  N.  W. 
Wynn.  C.  M. 
Wright,  Gus 


List  of   Generail  Chaiirinen. 


A..  B.  &  A.-:J.  D.  Holt.G.  C,  701  East  MagnoUa  st.. 

Fitzgerald,  Ga. ;  J.  K.  Rodgers.  Sec'y.  Wray,  Ga. 
Bangor  A  Aroostook— John  Turner.  Jr..  G.  C.  55 

Franklin  av..  Houiton,  Me. ;  W.  S.  Neal.  Sec'y. 

RFD  8,  Bangor,  Me.  ^ 

Boston  &  Albany— Benjamin  Bennett.  19  Woodbine 

St.,  Aubumdale.  Mass..  G.C..  M.J. Powers,  box 48 

fiouthville.  Mass..  Sec'y. 
B.  St  O.  S.-W.— Wm.  Teepe,  G.  C.  R.  F  D.  6.  North 

Vernon,  Ind. :  E.  D.  Schleyer.  Sec'y.  505  Olive  St., 

Chillicothe.  O. 
B.  A  O.  Chi.  Ter.  R.  R.— M.  B.  Owen,  G.  C.  4681  Sac- 
ramento av..  Chicago,  111. 
Baltimore  ft  Ohio— W.  J.  Glenn,  Sec'y.  415  Merchant 

St..  Fairmount.  W.  Va. 
Boston  A  Maine— R.    H.   Crawford.  G.  C.  box   62 

Melrose.  N.  Y. :   W.  S.  Kennislon,  Secy.  No.  4 

B.R.  square.  Concord,  N.  H. 
Oanadian  Northern— F.  H.  FIJozdal.  G.  C.  box  294, 

Warroad.  Minn. ;  John  Henry.  Sec'y,  1160  4th  St.. 

Edmonton.  Alta. 
Canadian  Northern  in  Ontario— R.  Givens.   g.  C. 

Udney,  Out. 
Canadian  Northern  Quebec  Ry.— H.  St.  Cyr.  L'Epi- 

phanie.  Que. 
Canadian  pacific— Wm.  Dorey.  G.  C,  Woodstock. 

N.  B.      D.  Campbell.     Sec'y  for   Eastern  div.. 

10  Thornton  ave..  London.  Ont. :  Geo.  Seal.  Sec'y 

for  Western  div..  box  391.  Portage  la  Prairie.  Man. 
Ourolina,  Clinchfleld  &  Ohio— C.  C.  WilUams.  G.  C. 

St.  Paul.  Va. ;  C.  J.  Jones.  Sec'y.  Yuma.  Va. 
Central  of  Georgia— D.  G.  Borom,  Round  Oak.  Ga. ; 

P.  M.  Lesueur,  Sec'y.,  Opelika.  Ala. 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio— J.  B.  Pugh.  O.  C..  RFD  6  box  Al. 

Richmond. Va. ;  J.  W.  Brown.  Sec'y.  Griffith.  Va. 
Chicago  Junction— Jno.  Baker.  G.  C  5014  Center  av.. 

Chicago.  111. ;  Jas.  Consodine,  Sec*y.  3384  Wood 

St..  Chicago.  111. 
Cm  M.  ft  St.  P.— Jas.  Browder,  o.  c,  R.F.D.  1.  box  17 

Griggs.  Okla. 
Chi  &  W.  Ind.— A.  M.  Ahr.  o.  c„    2819  5ih  av.,  Chi- 
cago. 111. 
0.  ft  N.  W,— Geo.  Bleiraes.  Temp.  g.  c,  5823  Cedar 

St..  Austin  StA..  Chicago.  111. 
Coal  &  Coke  Ry.— W.  L.  SUughter.  G.  C.  Gassoway. 

W.  Va. :  W.  L.  Quickel,  Sec'y,  Gassoway.  W  Va. 
Delaware  ft  Hudson— George  Smith.  G.  C,  Meadow- 
dale.  N.  Y. 
Dominion  Atlantic— M.  Kennedy.  G.  C.  Waterville. 

N.  S. ;  M.  H.  McCurdy.  Sec'y.  Old  Bams,  N.  S. 
D..  8.  8.  ft  A.— C.  A    Fellman.  G.  C.  618  N  3d  st., 

Marquette.  Mich. :  Wm.  Peterson,  box  95.  L'Anse 

Mich. 
D.,  T.  ft  I.— J.  G.  Keepers  G  C.  U3  First  st..  Green- 

field.  O. 
Esq.  ft  Nan.  Ry.— F.  Harper.  G.  C,  May  wood  P.  O. 

Victoria,  B.  C. ;  E.  Sketch.  Sec'y,  Wellington.  B.C. 
Fla.  East  Coast— O.  H.  Baggott.  G.  C.   Port  Orange. 

Fla. :  L.  S.  Stone.  Sec'y,  Hobe  Sound.  Fla. 


Ga.  Ry.— J.  T.  Ivey.  G.  C.  K.F.  D.  2.   Thomson.  Gs, 

W.  £.  Bray.  Sec'y.  P.  O.  box  65,  Stephens.  Ga. 
Georgia  ft  Florida— J.  T.  Massey.  G.  C  Valdosla, 

Ga. :  John  Dyall,  Sec'y.  Douglas.  Ga. 
Grand  Trrnik  Pacific— A. Barker.  G.C..  bx580  Portage 

la  Prairie,  Man. ;  J.  Wild.^Sec'y,  MelvUle,  Sask. 
G.  8.  ft  F.  Ry.— M.  McCormack,  G.  C,  Arabi,  Ga. 
Halifax  ft  S.  W.— Geo.  N.  Fox.  G.  C  East  Pubnioo. 

N.  S. :  R.  Feener,  Sec'y,  Bridgewater.  N.  S. 
IlUnois  Central— W.  M.  Smith.  G.  C,  8650  Vernon  iv., 

Chicago,  111. 
Intercolonial  ft  P.  E.  I.— Geo.  W.  Murray.  G.  C, 

Truro,  N.  S. ;  J.  McGillivray.  Sec'y.  17  Castle  su, 

St.  John,  N.  B. 
Indiana  Harboi^J.  Bloom.  G.  C.  128  Broadway.  Bine 

Island  111. ;  Frank  Schneider,  Sec'y.  419  Plummer 

av.,  Hammond.  Ind. 
Macon  ft  Birmhigham— W.   N.  Clements.   G.  C 

Thoinaston.  Ga. 
Maine  Cent  ral—C.  C.  Allen.  G.  C,  Lincoln  Center. 

Me.:  Alex.  McMinn.  115  Winter  st.,  Lewiston.Me. 
Michigan  Central— O.  Gillett,  V.  C.  Lawteto,  Mich.: 

W.  Ruess,  sec'y.,  814N.Park  St..  Kalamazoo.  Mich. 
M..  St.  P.  ft  8.  8.  M.  "SooLine)— L.  Norby.G.C, 

R.  F.  I).  1.  box  4.  White  Bear  Lake.  Minn. 
Mobile  ft  Ohio— J.  M.  Young.  Q.  C.  1720  N.  3d  st. 

Columbus.  Miss. ;  C.  L. Hale. Sec'y  Columbuii. Ky. 
Norfolk  Southern— S.  A.  Sutton  G.  C„  111  E.  Brara- 

bleton  Ave..  Norfolk  Va. ;  J.  T.  PhilUps.  Secy. 

Bridgeton.  N.  C. 
Norfolk  ft  Western- T.  H.  Gerrey,  G.  C.  R.F.D.  1 

box 5.  Walnut  Cove.  N.  C:  J.  P.  Stuart.  No.*. 

Baldwin  ave..  Bluefield.  W.Va. 
New   Brunswick  Southern— B.  F.    Austin,  (acting 

ch'm).  Clinch's  Mills.  N.  B. 
N.  O..  M.  ft  C— H.  L.  Barfleld,  G.  C.   Beaumont. 

Miss. :  H.  I.  Nicholson.  Sec'y,  Bay  Springs.  Miss. 
Pere  .Marquette— Prank  King.  G.  C,  Sombra.  Ont,; 

H.  McLaughlin.  Sec'y,  Highgate,  Ont. 
Quebec  Cen.— J.  A.  Lessard.  G.  C.  Beauce  Jet..  Que. 
Quebec  ft  L.  St.  John— J.  G.  Greffard.  Q.  C  St.  Ray- 
mond. Que. 
Queen  ft  Crescent— I.  Riseden.  G.  C,  Dayton.  T«in. 
Seaboard  Air  Line— R.  D.  Bradley.  G.  C.  box  108.  Bo- 

gart.  Ga. :  M.  C.  Sutton,  Sec'y..  Vidalia.  Ga. 
Somerset  Ry.— E.  E.  Clark,  o.  C  Madison.   Mc; 

E.  Pierce.  Sec'y.  box  253,  Bingham.  Me. 
Southern  Ry.— M.  Johnson.  G.  C,  Lynch  Siation. 

Va. ;  A.  L.  Epps.  Sec'y.  Almond.  N.  C. 
Southern  Pacific— G.  W.  Stewart.  Sec'y  Lafayette. 

La. 
T.ftN.O.— W.SwitJter.  G.  O,  Latchford.  Ont.:  L 

Pelkie.  Sec'y,  Thomloe.  Ont.,  Can. 
Union  Pacific— Chas.  S.  BooltCfr,  G.  C,  box  97,   La 

Salle.  Colo. 
Va.  Ry .— P.  J.  Noonan.  G.C..  bx  458.Pnnceton.  W.  Va. 
Washington  Co.  Ry.— Zina  M.  Cook.  G.  C.  Jackson- 
ville, Me. :  K.  J.  Palmer.  Sec'y.  Whitneyville,  Me. 
Wi^.  Cen.- P.  Rasmussen,  G.  C,  Cylon,  Wis.;  P.  Mc- 

Gee,  Sec'y..  822  Court  St.,  Chippewa  Falls  Wis. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRESRONDENTS. 

AU  oontributiona  to  our  correspondence  columns  most  be  in  NOT  LATER  than  the  TENTH  OF  THE 
MONTR  to  insure  publication. 

Articles  most  be  written  on  one  side  of  the  paper  onlj.  Noms  de  plume  may  be  used,  but  every  article 
moat  be  aooomponied  by  the  full  name  and  address  of  the  miter  to  insure  insertion. 

We  shall  be  irlad  to  receive  articles  on  any  subject  of  ireneral  interest  to  the  fraternity. 

Sectarian,  partisan,  sectional  or  racial  discussions  will  not  be  printed. 

All  communications  are  subject  to  revision  or  rejection,  as  the  editor  may  deem  proper. 

The  editor  does  not  assume  responsibility  for  the  opinions  expressed  by  contributors  in  this  department. 

▲11  oorrespondeiioe  pertaining  to  the  Advooatb  should  be  addressed  to  S.  J.  Pbog.  Editor  and  Manacer. 
Vane!  Buildini:.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


President's  Message. 

Once  more  time  in  its  quick  winged 
flight  has  slipped  another  month  off  its 
yearly  record  and  February  is  numbered 
with  the  months  that  have  fled  forever 
from  our  lives.  I  am  pleased  to  believe 
and  still  more  pleased  to  send  you  the 
good  tidings  that  assuredly  our  good 
workers  have  been  living  well  up  to 
their  privileges  and  opportunities,  for 
both  January  and  February  have  shown 
marked  improvement  on  the  same 
months  of  1910.  Thanks,  from  my  heart, 
to  all.  This,  as  I  have  had  occasion  to 
say  before,  does  not  come  to  people  who 
sit  with  folded  hands,  but  is  the  result 
of  earnest  effort,  kindly  co-operation 
and  real  hard  work.  **Let  the  good 
work  go  on."  I  promise  you  the  best 
help  and  the  most  cordial  kind  of  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  every  one  at 
headquarters  to  assist  each  and  every 
one  to  make  the  very  most  of  his  or  her 
opportunities  for  service  and  for  the 
upbuilding  of  our  Brotherhood  and  its 
graceful  young  ally,  our  Ladies*  Auxil- 
iary. ** Money  talks,"  and  I  have  its 
assurance  as  given  by  our  efficient  sec- 
retary-treasurer. Brother  Pegg,  for  the 
improvement  of  the  first  two  months  of 
1911  over  the  same  penod  of  1910.  He 
and  his  staff  of  able  assistants  are  busy 
as  nailers  keeping  the  records  even  with 
the  remittanceef,  and  I  can  assure  yon 
bees  in  their  busy  season  are  not  busier 


than  our  hive;  and  I  can  add,  also,  (and 
that  is  saying  a  good  deal,  when  you 
come  into  competition  with  bees)  they 
are  just  as  efficient  in  their  line  as  the 
bees  in  theirs. 

Our  organizers,  that  hard-working 
band  for  whom  we  do  not  perhaps  take 
sufficient  thought,  have  been  showing 
considerable  improvement  in  their  re- 
turns, and  I  am  glad  to  make  mention 
of  them,  and  honorable  mention,  too. 
I  do  not  mention  our  vice-presidents,  for 
of  course  they  are  always  doing  good 
work,  and  a  good  deal  of  it. 

Do  you  notice  the  changes  in  the  Honor 
Roll?  That  tells  of  the  abounding  life  o^ 
our  membership,  and  is,  I  need  not  say, 
very  gratifying  to  me.  Kindly  compe- 
tition is  good  all  around,  and  I  feel  sure 
that  in  this  case  it  is  an  honorable  emu- 
lation of  who  best  can  work,  best  can 
serve  and  best  agree.  *'Let  the  good 
work  go  on."  In  future  a  place  in  the 
Roll  of  Honor  will  be  given  to  those 
lodges  who,  having  worked  up  all  the 
available  material,  have  no  opportunity 
to  increase  their  membership.  These 
are  entitled  certainly  to  a  place  among 
the  worthy,  and  in  future  will  receive  it. 
It  is  up  to  the  officers  of  such  lodges  to 
notify  Brother  Pegg. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the 
members  of  the  Southern  Association 
A  of  general  chairmen  in  Atlanta  on 
February  15,  accompanied  by  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer Pegg  and  Vice-President 


Digitized  by 


Google 


228 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


Powell.  Brothers  Gerrey,  chairman; 
Johnson,  vice-chairman,  and  Secretary - 
Treasurer  Borom,  and  almost  every 
chairman  of  our  organized  roads  in  the 
territory,  were  present,  and  a  very  prof- 
itable and  pleasant  time  was  spent.  See 
the  interesting  account  in  our  March 
journal,  pages  151-2.  If  you  have  not  a 
journal,  write  me  for  one.  As  the  pro- 
ceedings are  given  there  so  very  fully, 
I  need  not  repeat  them  here.  The  former 
officers  were  re-elected,  a  confidence  or 
compliment,  or  both,  most  assuredly 
well  deserved — Bros.  T.  H.  Gerrey,  N. 
&  W.,  chairman;  M.  Johnson,  Southern, 
vice-chairman,  and  D.  G.  Borom,  C.  of 
G.,  secretary -treasurer.  In  addition  to 
these,  an  executive  committee  of  three 
was  elected — Bros.  R.  D.  Bradley  of  the 
S.  A.  L.,  O.  H.  Baggott  of  the  F.  E.  C. 
and  S.  A.  Sutton  of  the  Norfolk  Southern. 
Read  again  the  proceedings  as  given  in 
the  March  Advocate,  pages  151-2,  and 
g^ve  this  association  your  best  help.  You 
can  best  assist  them  by  keeping  your 
road  solidly  lined  up  and  always  lined  up. 
I  have  sympathized  deeply  with  the 
men  on  the  O.  P.  R.  and  C.  N.  R.  in  the 
delay  in  hearing  of  the  awards  from  the 
commissioners  in  their  cases  and  before 
leaving  headquarters  for  Atlanta,  Geor- 
gia, I  wrote  Mr.  Lee,  our  commissioner 
regarding  the  matter.  A  letter  forward- 
ed to  me  at  Atlanta  from  our  commis- 
sioner, Mr.  Lee,  gave  me  to  understand 
that  there  might  be  three  awards  and 
this  was  helping  to  make  the  delay  great- 
er. I  wired  and  wrote  him  urging  an 
early  decision  and  on  my  return  to  St. 
Louis,  was  glad  to  receive  a  communica- 
tion from  him,  stating  the  awards  would 
go  to  the  minister  of  labor  that  day  or 
the  day  following.  The  next  gratifying 
piece  of  news  in  connection  with  the 
controversy  was  a  wire  from  General 
Chairman  Dorey  notifying  me  that  he 
had  informed  the  honorable  minister  of 
labor  that  he  had  accepted  the  award  on 
the  part  of  the  men.  This  good  news 
was  followed  by  similar  intelligence  from 
Chairman  Fljozdal  on  behalf  of  the  men 
of  the  Canadian  Northern,  and  as  Chair- 
man Barker  had  previously  accepted  the 
award  for  the  G.  T.  P.  on  behalf  of  his 
board,  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 


that  in  each  case,  awards  favorable  to 
our  contention  had  been  given. 

I  was  very  much  gratified  over  the  re- 
sult thus  far,  chiefly  because  it  added  to 
the  home  comforts  of  our  people  and 
made  life  a  little  brighter  for  the  good 
wives,  mothers  and  children  there,  bnt 
also  because  it  assured  me  the  case  for 
our  people  had  been  well  prepared  and 
well  presented. 

The  awards  in  all  three  cases  as  ac- 
cepted by  the  general  chairmen  was  a 
majority  award,  that  is  the  chairman  of 
the  commission.  Judge  McGibbon  of 
Brampton,  an  exceedingly  painstaking 
officer  of  justice,  with  the  ability  to 
weigh  the  arguments  presented  to  him 
and  estimate  their  value,  and  the  cour- 
age to  put  his  deliberate  convictions  into 
the  award,  agreed  with  Mr.  Lee  as  to 
what  the  rules  and  rates  of  pay  should 
be  and  the  award  of  the  majority  be- 
comes **the  award,"  the  compaliy's  com- 
missioner's minority  report  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  It  is  made 
effective  from  December  1,  1910. 

The  award  is  not  compulsory  and  the 
action  of  the  various  railway  companies 
will  now  be  awaited  hopefully.  The  C. 
P.  R.  accepted  the  principle  of  arbitra- 
tion with  us  in  1902  and  President 
Shaughnessy  agreed  that  the  decision  of 
the  majority  of  the  arbitrators  should  be 
binding.  We  accepted  the  principle  of 
arbitration  also  and  also  agreed  the 
award  of  the  majority  should  be  binding 
and  both  lived  honorably  up  to  the  agree- 
ment, although  the  C.  P.  R.  arbitrator 
submitted  then,  as  now,  a  minority  re- 
port. The  C.  P.  R.  has  never  yet  turned 
down  an  award  and  I  am  very  hopeful 
will  not  do  so  now.  They  are  abundant- 
ly able  to  pay  and  I  shall  be  glad  if  my 
own  old  road  shall  be  the  leader  in  put- 
ting the  award  into  effect  and  I  shall  ex- 
pect the  C.  N.  R.  to  be  a  good  second. 
The  officials  of  the  C.  N.  R.  have  always 
met  us  fairly,  their  agreements  have 
been  most  honorably  lived  up  to  by  their 
officials  and  they  have  been  liberal  in 
the  matter  of  pay.  I  trust  they  will  con- 
tinue to  deserve  our  good  opinion  in  this 
case  and  I  feel  sure  they  will. 

The  G.  T.  P.  have  an  opportunity  of 
starting    well    with   their    employes   in 
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their  great  enterprise  in  the  great  west 
and  of  continuing  under  General  Mana- 
ger Ohamperlain  the  liberal  policy  he 
put  into  effect  when  manager  of  the 
Canadian  Atlantic.  And  if  all  three 
roads  accept  the  award  promptly  as  has 
been  done  by  their  general  chairmen, 
my  word  for  it  they  will  receive  in  loyal 
service  and  cordial  co-operotion  mani- 
fold returns  in  dividends  earned,  for  the 
increase  of  pay  so  well  deserved  and 
which  they  will  assuredly  find  it  excel- 
lent economy  to  give. 

My  letter  is  too  long,  so  with  thanks 
to  all  workers,  a  good  word  for  our  Aux- 
iliary, commending  it  to  your  best  help, 
and  a  special,  complimentary  and  grate- 
ful word  to  the  correspondents  who  are 
assisting  Editor  Pegg  in  making  out  jour- 
nal a  power  for  good,  I  am,  yours  fra- 
ternally, A.  B.  Lowe. 


Pinners  Point,  Va. 

As  I  have  not  written  anything  for  the 
Advocate  for  some  time  I  will  try  to 
pen  a  few  lines  and  let  the  brothers 
know  that  I  am  still  with  them.  We  had 
our  regular  meeting  the  fourth  Sunday 
in  January.  I  could  not  attend  myself, 
but  will  try  to  be  present  at  the  next 
meeting. 

I  am  sorry  my  letter  for  the  December 
Advocate  was  too  late  and  I  am  a  little 
late  with  this  one  also,  but  hope  that  it 
will  be  in  time  for  the  March  issued  We 
are  having  fine  weather  here  now  and 
everyone  seems  to  be  enjoying  the  bright 
sunshine. 

I  hope  that  all  of  our  members  have 
placed  themselves  in  good  standing  for 
the  first  half  of  this  year  and  will  remain 
80,  for  we  have  a  splendid  lodge  and  I 
am  sure  we  all  enjoy  going  to  it  although 
it  may  cause  us  to  lose  a  little  sleep,  but 
what  of  this?  It  will  mean  more  to  us 
when  we  get  our  increase.  We  would 
certainly  regret  it  if  we  failed.  Always 
look  before  you  jump  and  always  think 
before  you  speak  is  a  good  adage  and  if 
we  heed  it  we  will  nearly  always  keep 
out  of  trouble.  I  hope' to  see  this  letter 
in  print.  Wishing  the  Brotherhood  every 
success,  I  remain,  sincerely  yours, 

Journal  Agent. 


From  Macon  Lodge  No.  7. 

Just  a  few  lines  to  the  dear  Advocate 
to  let  the  boys  on  the  Central  of  Qeorgia 
know  that  their  journal  agent  has  not 
forgotten  his  duty.  Macon  lodge  met 
last  Sunday,  and  there  was  a  goodly 
crowd  present  and  one  brother  taken 
into  the  fold.  The  usual  business  was 
disposed  of  and  everyone  seemed  to  be 
cheerful.  It  is  so  nice  to  be  able  to  meet 
your  brother  trackmen  and  converse 
with  them  and  see  what  they  think  of 
things.  Sometimes  I  think  it  is  worth 
all  I  have  to  pay  in  dues  to  meet  the 
boys  and  have  a  chat  with  them,  yet 
there  are  some  who  don't  consider  it 
worth  their  while  to  come  for  that  pur- 
pose or  any  other.  I  want  you  all  to 
understand  that  I  am  not  after  the  mem- 
bers who  don't  come  to  all  meetings, 
although  I  would  be  glad  if  every  fore- 
man on  the  Macon  division  would  attend 
our  meeting^  on  the  first  Sunday  of  each 
month.  I  never  expect  to  see  them  all 
there  at  one  time. 

We  have  some  nons — yes,  I  mean  nons, 
and  to  be  plain,  they  are  non-believers 
and  cannot  be  convinced  that  to  be  a 
Brotherhood  man  is  the  proper  thing  for 
them;  and  yet  there  are  some  more — 
yes,  some  more — the  back-sliders.  I  am 
not  going  to  let  them  pass  unnoticed, 
for  they  are  the  vilest  of  them  all.  No 
man  who  is  a  true  man  can  be  a  back- 
slider, and  I  defy  any  man  to  show  me 
a  man  who  has  taken  and  violated  the 
solemn  obligation  of  this  the  most  noble 
Order  that  the  trackmen  have  ever  had, 
or  will  ever  have,  and  if  he  has  gone 
back  on  it  I  pity  his  family,  his  wife  and 
children,  if  he  has  any.  I  may  be  too 
severe  on  such  men  as  these  I  mention, 
but,  dear  brother,  let  me  tell  you  one 
thing;  if  your  obligation  is  no  good  in 
this  case  it  is  no  good  anywhere,  and 
your  chances  for  the  eternal  glory,  that 
place  called  Heaven,  are  poor. 

It  is  up  to  us  to  look  out  for  ourselves, 
as  it  has  always  been.  Now  that  we 
have  entered  into  a  new  year,  let  us  ever 
strive  to  make  this  the  best  Order  of  all 
and  bring  more  of  the  lost  ones  to  the 
altar  to  take  the  obligation  and  become 
one  of  the  many  thousands  of  members 
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in  our  craft  organization.  I  am  going  to 
try  my  best  to  get  everyone  that  I  meet 
to  join,  especially  those  whom  I  think 
there  is  anything  in.  I  am  opposed  to 
taking  everything  that  bobs  up  and  says 
he  is  a  jerry,  and  I  think  that  we  should 
all  be  on  the  lookout  for  good  men  and 
take  care  that  the  trash  does  not  get  in 
our  eyes. 

Just  a  few  more  words  and  I  will  close, 
for  I  am  sure  the  typesetter  Vill  be 
angiy,  or  if  he  is  not,  someone  else  may 
be.  I  don't  want  the  members  of  Macon 
lodge  to  depend  entirely  on  me  for  all 
the  letters.  Write  a  letter,  each  one  of 
you,  for  there  are  a  number  in  our  lodge 
who  can  write  better  letters  than  I  can, 
and  I  love  to  read  them.  My  failing  when 
writing  is  that  I  cannot  think  of  the  im- 
portant matters  that  I  should  write 
about.  I  believe  that  I  was  not  cut  out 
for  this  kind  of  work,  but  having  been 
elected  journal  agent  I  will  do  my  best. 

By  the  time  this  letter  reaches  you 
through  the  Advocate  I  guess  our  joint 
protective  board  will  be  at  home  at  work 
and  we  will  know  something  new.  I 
hope  so,  at  least,  though  I  cannot  say 
what  it  will  be.  We  are  in  district  A 
and  are  connected  with  several  large 
roads.  The  cost  of  living  is  advancing 
and  we  certainly  need  an  increase  in 
wages  to  enable  us  to  live.  At  present 
we  can  hardly  meet  the  grocery  bill. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal  Agent. 


Happy  Creek,  Va. 

Well,  as  I  am  the  one  who  has  been 
elected  journal  agent  for  Lodge  No.  258 
of  the  Southern  Railway,  I  suppose  I 
must  try  to  write  a  letter  for  our  Advo- 
cate and  let  the  brothers  know  that  we 
are  still  interested  in  our  organization 
and  have  that  light  red  colored  card  in 
our  pockets  for  the  first  half  of  this  year. 
I  think  every  man  who  has  worked  in 
the  service  of  the  railway  company 
should  have  one  of  these  cards,  and  I 
hope  to  see  the  time  when  every  employe 
in  tho  track  department  is  a  union  man, 
that  he  is  compelled  to  be  one  and  that 
he  will  have  to  promise  to  become  a 
member  as  soon  as  he  is  eligible  before 


he  commences  to  work  in  that  depart- 
ment. 

I  presume  that  every  class  of  laborers 
in  every  department  are  better  organized 
than  they  are  in  the  maintenance-of-way 
department.  There  are  a  great  many 
more  unions  than  one  would  think,  which 
is  shown  by  the  letter  in  the  February 
Advocate  headed  **Labor  Seeks  New 
Laws." 

The  past  has  shown  that  we  cannot 
better  ourselves  unless  we  are  banded 
together.  It  goes  to  show  that  we  most 
co-operate  before  we  can  do  anything. 
Most  of  us  know  that  not  more  than  a 
half  dozen  years  ago  we  signed  a  petition 
and  sent  it  in  to  the  management,  asking 
for  a  raise  in  wages,  and  that  was  the 
last  of  it.  At  one  time  it  was  rumored 
we  were  to  get  15  cents  raise,  and  we 
expected  every  night  to  hear  that  the 
foreman  had  received  a  letter  to  that 
effect.  We  looked  for  that  letter  for 
twelve  months,  but  it  hasn't  come  yet. 
The  past  has  shown  that  what  benefits 
we  have  received  have  been  gained  by 
organization  only.  The  ofi9cials  of  the 
road  are  organized,  and  other  business 
men  are  organized.  They  put  their 
money  together,  co-operate  and  form 
trusts  and  companies,  and  it  looks  like 
we  certainly  should  do  the  same.  There 
is  altogether  too  little  interest  shown 
here  on  this  road,  I  think,  toward  our 
great  organization.  Your  life  and  my 
life  banded  together  in  the  spirit  of  co- 
operation means  an  uplift  for  the  lives 
of  all  dependent  upon  us.  We  all  know 
the  cost  of  living  is  too  high  now  to 
work  for  the  same  rate  of  pay  we  did 
ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  and  if  you  read 
you  will  see  that  the  wages  have  been 
raised  substantially  all  over  the  country, 
and  why  not  let  all  of  us  men  here  on 
the  Southern  try  to  get  a  reasonable  in- 
crease? Some  have  already  done  so, 
but  the  track  laborers  are  way  behind. 
I  think  it  is  worth  as  much  to  work  on 
one  railway  as  it  is  on  another  one,  when 
the  conditions  and  climate  are  the  same. 

Now,  it  will  soon  be  time  for  our  com- 
mittee to  go  to  Washington  again,  and 
I  do  hope  we  will  be  in  shape  to  get* 
raise.  One  trouble  with  our  people  here 
is  that  they  have  been  getting  so  little 
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money  in  the  past  that  they  think  they 
cannot  get  more,  and  so  they  just  don't 
bother  about  it.  They  don't  know  what 
money  is,  but  those  times  are  fast  pass- 
ing. You  have  to  have  money  or  its 
eqnivalent  now  in  order  to  live.  There- 
fore, we  should  all  try  to  get  together  at 
once  and  endeavor  to  get  our  wages  up 
somewhere  near  what  the  other  roads 
around  us  are  paying  their  men.  These 
men  laugh  at  us  and  say:  "Come  into 
the  union  and  see  what  is  going  on.  Qet 
the  journal  and  read  the  good  letters 
in  it.  Come  in  and  stay  in.  Persever- 
ance and  sticking  to  anything  is  what 
coants."  I  think  there  is  a  lot  of  good 
reading  in  the  February  journal,  and  I 
believe  I  read  about  all  there  was  in  it. 
Some  of  you  brothers  show  the  poem 
.headed,  **Springdale,  Ky.,  (Without  a 
Card)"  to  the  nons. 

I  must  close  for  this  time.  Hoping 
this  will  reach  the  editor  for  the  March 
issue,  I  am  fraternally  yours, 

Journal  Agent. 


Council  Bluffs,  la. 

For  the  past  five  years  I  have  been  a 
member  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  and  have 
taken  a  keen  interest  in  its  propagation. 
As  secretary  of  Lodge  No.  215,  I  have 
worked  in  various  ways  to  increase  its 
membership,  but  it  was  only  for  the 
moment.  The  lodge  was  first  started  in 
1906  for  the  I.  C,  Omaha  division,  fore- 
men and  laborers.  Today  there  are  two 
members  of  this  lodge  employed  on  the 
I.  C,  and  the  balance  are  from  the 
various  roads  terminating  here,  and  in 
five  more  years  the  present  members 
will  all  be  gone  and  new  names  will  ap- 
pear on  the  lodge  record  book.  Why  is 
this?  Surely  there  is  some  reason  for  it. 
Yes,  there  are  several  reasons,  and  the 
principal -one  is  this,  that  on  the  I.  C. 
and  other  roads,  also,  there  are  two 
classes  of  trackmen.  The  first  class  is 
composed  of  men  who  know  their  busi- 
ness and  are  for  bettering  their  condi- 
tions. The  other  or  second  class  is 
composed  of  men  who  call  themselves 
trackmen,  but  are  not — simply  held  there 
as  figure-heads,  their  sections  and  work 
being  done  for  them  by  extra-gang  men. 


This  class  also  would  like  to  have  their 
conditions  bettered  at  the  moral  and 
financial  expense  of  class  No.  1,  and  as 
long  as  this  state  of  affairs  exists,  class 
No.  I  need  not  expect  much  relief. 

Are  there  any  remedies?  Yes,  and 
good  strong  ones.  The  Americans,  Ger- 
mans, Irish,  Norwegians  and  Danes  and 
other  old-time  track  foremen  are  getting 
scarce.  Like  the  G.  A.  B.,  every  year 
shows  a  diminution  in  their  ranks, 
caused,  not  by  death,  but  by  disgust. 
They  are  called  upon  by  the  roadmaster 
to  do  the  work  of  incompetent  men,  the 
latter  receiving  the  credit.  Are  those 
men  leaving  our  ranks  going  to  work 
inferior  in  pay  to  track  work?  No!  I 
have  seen  twenty  good  trackmen  quit  or 
get  fired  (for  being  union  men)  in  the 
past  five  years,  and  not  a  single  one  out 
of  the  twenty  went  backward.  Some  are 
in  for  better  positions;  others  are  inde-  ' 
pendent  for  life.  Can  this  state  of  affairs 
be  stopped?  Yes;  by  the  extra-gang 
foremen  refusing  to  do  the  work.  One 
or  two  may  lose  their  jobs,  but  that  will 
be  all.  Good  men  are  too  scarce  to  fire 
them  now  days.  The  man  who  is  se- 
lected by  his  roadmaster  to  do  extra 
work  is  generally  a  first-class  man.  He 
is  given  a  floating  gang  and  is  moved 
from  station  to  station,  where  they  have 
fellows  of  the  second  class — ** figure- 
heads." .  The  extra  man  puts  up  one 
section  after  another  on  the  division  and 
in  the  fall  is  put  back  in  his  old  place  to 
commence  his  own  work,  after  fixing  up 
five  or  six  other  sections.  Had  this  man 
refused,  proJ>ably  he  would  have  been 
fired,  but  as  long  as  he  knows  his  busi- 
ness, what  of  it?  Twenty  other  positions 
as  good,  if  not  better,  are  open  to  him 
for  the  asking.  Let  the  next  man  be 
asked  to  take  the  floating  gang  and 
refuse  and  that  would  settle  it.  The 
"figure-heads'*  would  be  compelled  to 
make  an  attempt  to  do  their  own  work. 
The  roadmaster  would  scratch  his  head, 
but  that  is  about  all  he  could  do,  since, 
if  he  fired  one  **figure-head,"  he  would 
probably  have  to  take  worse. 

The  fault  is  here :  The  inspection  train 
passes  over  the  division.  The  chief  en- 
gineer is  asked  what  is  the  matter  with 
his  track.    He  goes  after  the  roadmaster. 
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The  latter  tells  him  he  can't  get  compe- 
tent foremen.  Then  something  would 
be  doing.  In  a  year  or  two,  at  the  most, 
the  * 'figure-head"  would  be  a  thing  of 
the  past,  and  foremen  need  not  be  afraid 
of  carrying  a  working  card  signed  by 
the  grand  secretary-treasurer  of  the  I. 
B.  M .  W.  E. 

The  present  conditions  will  exist  until 
the  competent  trackman  will  stand  up 
and  tell  his  roadmaster,  **I  will  not  put 
this  or  that  man's  section  in  shape;  give 
him  the  men  and  let  him  do  it;"  which 
the  roadmaster  knows  he  cannot  do. 
This  articles  refers  to  unorganized  roads. 
Of  course,  on  organized  roads  we  have 
some  poor  foremen,  but  all  are  willing 
to  help  as  long  as  they  are  brothers  in 
good  standing. 

I  am  about  to  sever  my  connections 
with  the  railroad  life  to  work  for  some- 
thing better.  Whatever  I  have  said  in 
this  little  article  is  from  personal  ex- 
perience and  knowledge.  I  would  like 
to  see  the  section  foremen  of  today  at 
the  top  of  the  mast,  even  though  I  am 


retiring,  and  the  only  way  they  can 
attain  that  goal  is  to  be  independent,  to 
have  courage.  Do  not  be  afraid  to  say 
no  when  the  occasion  calls  for  it.  If  the 
competent  ones  would  only  see  to  it  that 
they  are  being  made  dupes  of  by  the 
officials,  this  thing  would  stop  and 
trackmen  would  have  their  own  way  in 
reason. 

I  wish  to  take  this  occasion  to  say 
good-bye  to  the  brothers  with  whom  I 
have  come  in  contact  dmring  my  eleven 
years  of  service,  and  say,  do  not  give 
your  brains  to  others  for  less  than  they 
are  worth.  Be  men!  Give  your  em- 
ployers to  understand,  in  a  polite  way, 
that  you  are  as  good  a  man  as  their 
engineer  or  conductor  and  that  your 
family  is  as  precious  to  you  as  theirs  are 
to  them.  *. 

Thanking  the  officers  of  the  Qrand 
Lodge,  particularly  our  grand  secretary- 
treasurer,  S.  J.  Pegg,  for  his  kindness 
and  toleration  while  I  was  secretary,  I 
am,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Frank  Hennesst. 


Kehoe  and  Haines  Section  Gangs,  Canadian  Northern  Railway. 
W.  J.  Kehoe,  Roland,  Man.  ;  R.  Haines,  Miami,  Man. 
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Houston,  Tex. 

Just  a  few  words  to  say  that  "Big  Foot 
John''  is  still  alive  and  still  hopes  that 
he  will  see  the  day  when  all  the  so-called 
section  foremen  in  the  Lone  Star  State 
will  be  recognized  as  free  laborers  and 
have  the  right  of  petition  and  the  right 
of  free  speech. 

Now,  Brother  Non,  don't  let  the  strike 
on  the  Soathem  Pacific  discourage  you 
one  bit.  Don't  let  some  knocker  tell 
yon  that  it  did  not  do  any  good,  when 
we  all  know  that  in  many  places  the 
pay  of  the  laborers  was  raised  from  10 
to  20  cents  per  day,  and  in  other  places 
the  foremen's  pay  was  increased  $5  per 
month,  besides  allowing  us  larger  gangs 
all  over  the  system.  Being  in  a  position 
to  know,  I  want  to  say  that  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  the  men  went  back  to 
work  themselves  did  we  lose  the  strike. 
If  the  men  who  went  out  had  stayed  out, 
there  would  not  have  been  a  single  job 
sacrificed  and  all  would  have  had  what 
we  asked  for. 

Now,  to  the  men  who  chance  to  read 
this  and  who  are  still  in  the  service  of 
the  Southern  Pacific,  I  want  to  ask  you, 
**Do  you  claim  to  be  a  man?"  Webster's 
Dictionary  says  that  a  man  is  a  human 
being.  He  is  made  in  the  image  of  Gk>d 
and  of  His  likeness.  Now,  if  you  claim 
to  be  a  man,  why  don't  you  say,  '*I  wUl 
seek  employment  somewhere  else  and 
remove  that  name— that  awful  stigma  of 
being  a  scab.  The  dictionary  says  a 
scab  is  a  mean,  dirty,  paltry  fellow. 
Everyone  knows  what  the  Southern 
Pacific  is,  and  it  probably  will  continue 
so  until  you  knockers  become  boosters. 
It  is  just  as  easy  to  boost  as  it  is  to 
knock,  and  I  would  like  to  see  you  boys 
get  .together,  and  let  us  all  do  some 
boosting  and  make  everything  over  new. 

Throughout  the  world  today  there  Is 
a  great  controversy  going  on — a  great 
straggle  between  two  great  forces,  capi- 
tal sold  labor.  While  this  is  true,  there 
are  a  g^at  many  who  are  standing  aside 
taking  no  interest,  but  the  time  is  near 
at  hand  when  you  will  be  forced  to  take 
either  one  side  or  the  other.  Just  across 
the  border  of  the  Lone  Star  State,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  what  do 


we  see?  A  revolution  that,  from  this 
day  on,  will  be  called  the  Mexican  war 
— a  war  between  labor  and  capital.  Now, 
brothers,  do  you  suppose  that  those 
poor,  innocent  laborers  would  have 
shouldered  their  guns  and  gone  to  war 
without  a  cause?  No,  I  should  say  not. 
They  have  a  cause,  and  a  just  one. 

Now,  I  want  to  say  to  every  non  in 
gprand  old  America  that  this  very  same 
cause  is  looking  you  straight  in  the  face ; 
the  very  same  cause  that  forced  the  poor 
Mexicans  to  leave  their  homes  and  fam- 
ilies to  fight  for  their  rights  is  right  be- 
fore you  and  me,  and  it  is  up  to  you  to 
say  what  we  are  going  to  do.  Are  we 
going  to  drag  along  in  the  same  old  rut 
and  be  forced  to  follow  our  leaders  to 
the  battle  ground,  either  to  kill  or  be 
killed,  as  these  poor  Mexicans  are  doing, 
or  shall  we  get  together  and  elect  our 
committee  and  go  as  men  should  go  and 
have  things  arranged  so  as  to  lift  us  out 
of  bondage  that  we  may  live  as  other 
men  in  this  gprand  old  country  of  plenty? 

I  want  to  speak  of  brotherly  love  and 
our  duty  toward  our  fellowmen.  We 
need  each  other's  support.  We  all  have 
our  troubles,  so  when  you  see  a  brother 
who  is  down-hearted  you  cannot  do  any- 
thing that  will  comfort  him  more  than 
to  sympathize  with  him.  Remember, 
boys,  if  you  can  dress  better  than  the 
other  brother  can,  or  if  you  have  a  job 
and  he  has  none,  there  is  no  reason  why 
you  should  become  cold  toward  the  less 
favored  brother.  We  owe  a  duty  to  each 
other  that  no  one  but  ourselves  can  per- 
form. Let  our  actions  and  our  lives  be 
pure  and  like  those  of  the  Apostle  Paul 
when  he  said:  *'I  thank  God  I  am  what 
I  am."  Let  us  do  as  he  says  in  Romans 
15 — 1:  **We  that  are  strong  ought  to 
bear  the  infirmities  of  the  weak  and  not 
to  please  ourselves."  We  read  in  the 
Proverbs  of  Solomon  that  **A  good 
name  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than  great 
riches,  and  loving  favor  rather  than 
silver  and  gold." 

Hoping  to  see  many  good  letters  from 
Texas  in  the  future  issnes  of  the  Advo- 
GATB,  I  will  cut  this  out  for  this  time 
and  will  promise  to  do  better  tiie  next 
time.  With  kind  regards,  I  remain,  yours 
in  B.  L.  and  U.,  Bio  Foot  John. 
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Fitchburg,  Mass. 


Pitchburg  Lodge  No.  400  held  a  meet- 
ing that  was  a  record  breaker  for  atten- 
dance. We  also  initiated  eleven  new 
members.  A  collation  was  served  and 
recitations  given  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Burke  and 
also  a  musical  program e  by  the  Wiley 
Brothers,  all  of  which  was  highly  appre- 
ciated by  the  brothers  present.  The  vio- 
lin and  piano  selections  by  the  Wileys 
were  excellent,  and  Mr.  Burke's  dialect 
stories  made  a  great  hit.  Our  vice-pres- 
ident, Brother  James  Denny  also  brought 
down  the  house  wi^h  his  clever  imitation 
of  a  politician  making  a  speech.  Broth- 
er Denny  is  also  a  ventriloquist  of  no 
mean  ability.  Take  it  all  in  all  it  was  a 
very  enjoyable  meeting.  The  Greenville 
and  Mil  ford  branches  were  well  repre- 
sented and  the  main  line  from  Athol, 
East  to  Lincoln  sent  a  goodly  bunch,  as 
did  the  Worcester  branch.  No  pale  and 
and  sickly  dudes  in  this  outfit,  but  a 
weather  beaten,  ruddy  faced,  clear-eyed 
able  bodied  gang,  and  as  our  secretary- 
treasurer,  Brother  Lawrence  can  prove, 
they  delivered  the  goods. 

Fitchburg  is  not  quite  as  large  as 
**Beantown,"  but  if  we  have  good  luck 
and  the  rest  of  our  backward  brothers 
loosen  up  on  time,  that  Beacon  Hill 
bunch  will  have  to  go  some  to  retain 
their  lead  in  1911.  Now,  then,  you  mem- 
bers of  Lodge  No.  400  who  have  not  come 
up  with  the  dough,  dig  down  into  your 
jeans  and  hustle  the  coin  right  along  to 
Brother  Lawrence,  even  if  you  have  to 
skip  that  pew  rent  or  let  that  tax  bill 
wait  a  month,  and  **Arthur"  will  do  the 
rest.  You  know,  without  that  working 
card  you  are  not  in  it,  so  for  mercy's 
sake  get  wise  and  loosen  up.  You  are 
not  paying  for  a  dead  horse.  Don't  put 
the  journal  agent  in  bad. 

After  this  gets  in  print  and  your  Boston 
brothers  read  it  in  the  Advocate,  Presi- 
dent Murphy  and  his  trusty  followers  will 
get  busy  and  try  to  round  up  everything 
that  looks  like  a  trackman  or  bridge  and 
building  man  and  get  them  into  that 
* 'bigger,  busier,  better  Boston  Lodge," 
(Apologies  to  Mayor  Fitzgerald,)  but 
I  honestly  believe  that  if  you  will  all  sej)- 
arate  yourselves  from  that  insignificant 


three  dollars  or  what  ever  yoa  are  hold- 
ing on  to,  that  we  could  make  them  look 
like  a  lodge  in  the  wilderness  of  Nahant. 
Also  please  wake  up  them  nons,  some  of 
them  working  for  years  and  taking  the 
increase  just  the  same  as  the  men  who 
have  paid  in  their  coin  to  win  it.  Union 
man  sounds  better  to  us  all  nnder  pres- 
ent conditions  than  * 'non-onion'*  that  is, 
provided  he  is  a  man.  If  he  is  not  a 
man  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  he  is 
not  fit  for  the  union,  and  a  man  who  is 
not  fit  for  the  union  is  not  fit  to  associate 
with.  Yon  see  I  am  giving  them  fits, 
but  it  fits  the  case. 

Now  as  none  of  the  generous  brothers 
have  said  anything  aboat  raising  the 
journal  agent's  salary  for  the  year  1911  I 
am  going  to  cut  this  article  short.  I 
hope  to  see  the  organization  grow  until 
every  honest  maintenance-of-way  man 
is  enrolled  and  if  Fitchburg  Lodge  could 
pass  for  just  once  that  Pilgrim  Lodge  of 
* 'Bean  town,"  I  could  and  would  lay 
aside  my  erratic  pen  and  say  **we  are 
the  people,"  but  brothers  keep  it  dark; 
down  at  the  *'Hub,"  they  have  the  ad- 
vantag^e  for  this  reason  only.  When 
yon  go  to  Boston  you  have  to  take  mon- 
ey with  you  and  many  a  poor  man 
brought  money  there  and  when .  he  left 
he  had  none.  Also  in  Fitchbni^  they 
keep  the  lid  on.  Oood  luck  to  the  broth- 
ers at  home  and  abroad.  Yours  in  B.  L. 
and  U.  Journal  Agent, 

Fitchburg  Lodge  No.  400. 


Warroad*  Min. 


The  following  members  of  the  joint 
protective  board  on  the  C.  N.  R.  have 
resigned  to  take  promotion  as  follows: 
Bro.  J.  Henry,  former  secretary,  was 
promoted  to  the  position  of  roadmaster 
with  headquarters  at  Brandon.  Bro.  T. 
Harris  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
assistant  bridge  and  building  supervisor 
with  headquarters  at  Winnipeg.  Bro. 
Wm.  Moulton  resigned,  but  re-entered 
the  service  of  the  C.  N.  again  as  bridge 
and  building  foreman  with  headqaarters 
at  Saskatoon,  Sask.,  bat  as  he  is  now 
employed  on  another  part  of  the  system 
he  cannot  hold  his  membership  on  the 
board. 
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The  above  brothers  have  all  been  val- 
nable  members  on  our  board  and  we  can- 
not bat  regret  to  lose  them  from  among 
our  council,  but  we  rejoice  in  the  fact 
that  they  have  all  bettered  themselves 
in  their  new  positions  with  the  company, 
and  we  know  them  to  be  men  who  will 
make  good  and  that  the  company  will 
have  no  reason  to  regret  their  choice  of 
men  for  these  positions. 

I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  board  at  our  meeting  in 
Winnipeg  last  summer. 

I  might  say  further  in  regard  to  the 
promotion  of  our  brothers  on  the  C.  N. 
that  among  those  promoted  within  the 
last  six  months,  are  Bro.  O.  Eyford,  a 
former  member  of  our  joint  protective 
board  and  yard  foreman  at  Kamsack, 
Sask.  to  the  position  of  roadmaster  with 
headquarters  at  Prince  Albert,  Sask., 
and  A.  A.  Draper^  section  foreman  at 
Lorette,  Man.  to  the  position  of  road- 
master  with  headquarters  at  Saskatoon. 
Brother  Drapor  was  for  years  chairman 
of  the  local  greivance  committee  for  dis- 
trict one,  which  position  he  held  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  men  he  rep- 
resented. 

We  all  join  in  wishing  all  these  boys 
every  success  in  their  new  positions  and 
we  congratulate  the  company  on  their 
good  judgment  in  their  selection  of  men 
for  these  positions. 

The  following  are  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  the  men  who  are  at  present 
the  authorized  members  of  our  joint  pro- 
tective board:  For  the  the  trackmen, 
Geo.  Ayers,  secretary,  637  3d  street,  Bran- 
don, Man.  Walter  Wilson,  vice-chair- 
man, box  723  Prince  Albert,  Sask.  F. 
Finnson,  Warroad,  Minn.  G.  T.  Clark- 
son,  Olair,  Sask.  B.  Ward,  Deepdale, 
Man.  For  the  bridge  and  building  men, 
L.  L.  O'Oonner,  care  of  K.  D.  McLay, 
Vermilion,  Alta.  August  Kerr,  Dau- 
phin Man.  A.  Crawford,  care  of  bridge 
and  building.  Port  Arthur,  Out.  For  the 
pomp  repairers,  J.  J.  Law,  344  Foley 
street,  Port  Arthur,  Ont. 

I  am  giving  this  list  of  names  for  the 
benefit  of  members  who  may  wish  to 
correspond  with  any  of  the  members  in 
either  department;  also  for  the  benefit 
of  our  officers  at  headquarters,  so  that 


any  correspondence  they  may  send  out 
for  the  members  of  the  board  may  go  to 
the  right  man. 

I  would  say,  in  conclusion-,  to  all  main- 
tenance-of-way  men  on  the  C.  N.  who 
are  eligible  for  membership,  if  they  have 
not  already  done  so  that  they  should  at 
once  send  in  an  application  for  member- 
ship together  with  the  necessary  fees 
and  dues  and  supply  themselves  with  an 
up-to-date  card  and  make  our  organiza- 
tion on  the  C.  N.  an  endless  chain. 

With  best  wishes  to  all  that  this  year 
may  excel  in  happiness  and  success  any 
of   the  former  years  of  our  life,  I  am, 
yours  fraternally,     F.  H.  Fljozdal, 
General  Chairman. 
Winnipeg,  Man.,  June  23d,  1910. 

The  joint  protective  board  of  theC.  N. 
in  session  at  Winnipeg  on  June  23d,  1910, 
wishes  to  tender  their  sincere  and  appre- 
ciative thanks  to  our  retiring  secretary 
on  this  board,  Bro.  J.  Henry,  of  Edmon- 
ton, Alta.  for  his  support  and  eflacient 
work  in  the  capacity  of  secretary  for  the 
joint  protective  board. 

As  we  realize  Brother  Henry  'a  efficiejicy 
and  splendid  qualities,  we  know  that  the 
company  has  made  no  mistake  in  pro- 
moting Brother  Henry  to  the  position  of 
roadmaster  and  heartily  congratulate 
him  on  his  promotion. 

(Signed)  F.  Finnson, 

B.  Ward, 
T.  Harris, 

Committee. 


Wyndale,  Va. 

I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines  for  thp 
Advocate  and  its  many  readers  and  as 
this  is  my  first  attempt  I  will  make  it 
short.  I  think  that  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
is  the  best  thing  that  was  ever  gotten  up 
for  the  trackmen  of  this  country,  but  I 
am  surprised  that  the  members  do  not 
push  it  along.  I  am  sure  that  with  a  lit- 
tle effort,  1911  could  be  made  a  prosper- 
ous year  for  the  Brotherhood.  I  am  a 
section  hand  on  the  N.  &  W.  There  are 
three  of  us  in  the  gang  together  with  the 
foreman  and  we  are  all  Brotherhood  men. 
Hoping  to  see  this  in  the  next  issne  of 
the  journal,  I  remain,  yours  in  B.,  L. 
andU.,  Journal  Agent. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


236 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


Carman  Station,  Man. 


I  am  going  to  try  to  write  a  letter  to 
the  Advocate  but  as  this  is  my  first  at- 
tempt I  will  make  it  short.  I  was  not 
present  at  the  last  meeting  of  oar  lodge, 
but  I  understand  I  was  elected  vice-pres- 
ident which  makes  one  feel  that  he  was 
not  forgotten. 

It  is  forty  degprees  below  zero  now  and 
the  snow  is  knee  deep  or  a  little  more 
and  handcaring  is  very  difficult,  but  is 
will  up  to  the  foremen  from  now  on  until 
spring  to  go  over  his  section  by  putting 
one  foot  ahead  of  the  other  and  keep  on 
changing  until  he  reaches  the  end  and 
and  the  same  way  back.  When  we  have 
kept  this  up  for  awhile  and  find  ourselves 
turning  out  each  morning  with  a  few 
scars  on  our  faces  from  frost  bites  and 
then  face  the  stiff  winds,  say  twenty  to 
thirty  degrees  below,  it  is  no  joke. 

The  company  has  just  been  putting  us 
through  an  examination  on  signals  and 
general  rules,  and  I  guess  it  made  some 
of  us  open  our  eyes  and  think  of  what 
we  had  been  doing  for  a  few  years  back. 

I  enjoyed  reading  the  the  letter  in  the 
December  journal  from  our  secretary- 
treasurer,  Brother  Isberg.  I  do  not  think 
there  are  many  writers  who  are  members 
of  Lodge  No.  366.  Well,  there  can't  be, 
when  I  have  to  turn  out.  I  have  a  little 
Irish  in  me  and  I  am  somewhat  long 
faced  which  never  seems  to  hurt  me  for 
work,  you  know,  for  as  long  as  a  fellow 
is  a  good  worker  he  is  always  welcome. 
I  wonder  if  President  Lowe  remembers 
of  trying  to  organize  a  lodge  in  Guelph, 
Ont.?  It  must  be  nearly  15  years  ago. 
I  was  there  along  with  the  rest  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  and  Qrand  Trunk  Pa- 
cific boys.  I  guess  we  could  not  have 
been  much  good  in  those  days  for  the 
lodge  did  not  last  long. 

I  lost  my  first  man  the  other  day.  He 
started  out  on  his  own  hook  to  handle  a 
section  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  he  will 
make  a  go  of  it  if  there  is  any  go  to  it. 
Hit  her,  George,  in  the  right  place.  It 
seems  to  me  that  most  any  young  fellow 
who  starts  on  a  section  should  work  for 
an  Irishman  first,  then  he  will  make  a  go 
of  it,  for  I  believe  they  can  drill  any  fel- 
low as  good  as  anyone  can  for  I  worked 


for  one  myself  and  he  could  certainly  tell 
you  where  to  get  off  if  you  did  not  do 
what  was  right.  He  was  something  like 
the  Irishman  who  made  his  men  lift  the 
handcar  of  and  on  again  so  often  just  to 
show  them  he  was  boss. 

Well,  as  I  said  I  would  make  the  letter 
short,  I  will  ring  off  and  if  it  appeals  in 
print  I  will  try  again.         Yours  truly, 

D.  Gray. 


Kenova  Lodge  No.  67. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  write  a  few 
lines  to  the  Advocate,  and  knowing  my 
incompetency  makes  the  task  somewhat 
of  a  burden  to  write  those  things  which 
will  be  of  general  interest  to  our  readers, 
but  I  will  endeavor  to  write. 

I  have  just  completed  a  trip  over  oar 
division,  collecting  dues  and  taking  in  a 
few  new  members,  some  ten  in  number. 
This  is  only  about  one-half  of  the  new 
men  I  should  have  secured.  I  find  that 
there  are  quite  a  number  of  nons  that, 
have  been  working  for  some  time  on  the 
road,  and  I  believe  that  if  the  foremen 
took  the  interest  they  should  in  our  or- 
ganization there  would  not  be  so  many. 
Why  do  not  the  foremen  awaken  to  a 
sense  of  their  duty  and  see  that  all  the 
men  who  are  eligible  that  are  working 
under  them  join  the  Brotherhood?  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  there  are  some  foremen 
who  stand  up  and  say  they  are  not  going 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  Order 
and  never  intend  to.  I  expect  that  such 
men  as  these  are  to  be  found  on  nearly 
every  road.  I  trust  the  day  is  drawing 
near  when  they  will  see  the  error  of 
their  way  and  come  over  with  ns  and 
use  their  influence  in  the  upbuilding  of 
our  organization,  instead  of  using  it 
against  us. 

Now,  brothers,  our  future  welfare  de- 
pends upon  your  faithfulness  to  the 
organization.  If  you  stand  back  and  do 
not  pay  your  dues  what  can  you  expect 
when  your  committee  goes  before  the 
management?  Their  success  depends 
upon  the  backing  they  receive  from  the 
members.  If  they  succeed  in  getting  a 
10  or  15-cent  raise  in  your  wages,  every- 
one will  be  pleased;  but  will  the  nons 
say,  * 'There  is  no  use  in  my  paying  my 
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money,  for  here  is  this  man  So-and-so  ^ 
who  paid  $7  per  year  for  dues  and  I  get 
jost  as  much  as  he  does  without  paying 
anything.'*  The  brothers  who  know  of 
such  people  should  go  after  them,  and  if 
a  man  is  not  willing  to  contribute  his 
share  to  the  sapport  of  an  organization 
which  has  done  so  much  for  us,  he  should 
not  be  willing  to  accept  the  increases 
obtained  by  the  organization.  It  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  explain  all  that  has 
heen  done  for  us  by  the  organization — 
each  one  knows  himself.  There  are, 
unfortunately,  some  very  impatient  peo- 
ple in  the  world  who,  lacking  any  stay- 
ing abilities,  bring  reproach  not  only  to 
themselves  bat  to  the  organization.  Let 
it  be  impressed  upon  your  minds  that 
such  men  not  only  show,  a  lack  of  the 
craft  spirit,  bat  are  also  proving  them- 
selves lacking  in  intelligence  by  going 
back  on  their  comrades  who  have  the 
rock-bottom  gn^t  to  stay  with  the  finish. 
Unionism  is  a  matter  of  principle. 

I  was  surprised  to.  see  a  letter  in  our 
last  month's  journal  from  n^  old  friend, 
Gassey,  from  Coonville,  W.  Va.  That 
was  a  hot  shot.  Gome  again,  as  I  have 
already  got  my  Pullman  ticket  back. 

I  notice  that  our  journal  agent  of 
Kenova  Lod^e  No.  67  received  the  prize 
last  month.  I  am  proud  to  know  that 
we  have  a  busy  journal  agent  in  our 
lodge — one  "who  is  ready  to  be  up  and 
doing  something  for  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
I  will  close  now,  hoping  the  editor  will 
surface  and  line  the  kinks  and  correct 
my  mistakes.  J.  B. 


S.  A.  L.  Ry. 

February  is  a  month  fraught  with  events 
of  historical  importance  to  Americans, 
for  in  February  was  born  George  Wash- 
ington, the  father  of  his  country,  and 
had  not  this  event  occurred,  America 
could  at  best  only  have  boasted  a  step- 
father and  the  story  of  the  **cherry  tree" 
and  the  harrowing  at  Valley  Forge  would 
never  have  gone  down  in  history  for  the 
edification  of  America's  posterity. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  also  born  in  the 
month  of  Febraary,  giving  to  us  a  log 
cabin  philosopher,  a  rail  splitter,  a  pres- 
ident and  a  martyr. 


The  month  of  February  having  chron- 
icled the  birth  of  these  two  illustrious 
men  on  the  pages  of  her  history  ^  should 
have  deemed  it  sufficient  honor  bad  she 
not  witnessed  the  ushering  into  being  of 
a  no  lesser  personage  than  the  writer  of 
this,  and  that,  too,  on  the  birth  date  of 
**Mars  Lincoln."  Now,  while  I  have 
never  assumed  the  office  of  president, 
nor  to  the  more  humble  one  of  rail  split- 
ter, being  the  father  of  seven,  I  might 
take  the  roll  of  martyr  partly  to  myself, 
while  I  know  that  I  am  fully  as  patriotic, 
and  no  doubt,  a  much  better  railroad 
man  than  *'Mars  Lincoln"  ever  dared 
to  dream  of  being. 

Now,  while  I  am  not  a  patriarch  by 
any  means,  forty-six  years  makes  yes- 
terday look  like  thirty  cents  just  the 
same.  There  have  been  some  changes 
during  these  forty -six  years,  I  have  just 
dropped  by  to  tell  you.  Daring  this  time 
by  force  of  arms  and  by  diplomacy,  the 
map  of  the  world  has  been  materially 
changred.  Many  of  our  large  cities  had 
not  yet  sprung  into  existence,  or  at  most, 
were  but  small  villages.  The  great  part 
of  our  country  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
drained  by  the  Missouri  and  Platte  rivers, 
was  a  wilderness  occupied  by  wild  ani- 
mals and  still  wilder  men  and  the  only 
sound  that  might  be  heard  on  those  ivest- 
ern  wilds  was  the  **howl'*  of  th^e  jack 
rabbit,  the  yelping  of  the  coyote,  and 
the  cackling  of  the  sage  hen  a^  they  for- 
aged over  this  trackless  waste  of  distance 
and  desolation,  during  the  interval  be« 
tween  the  years  1865  and  1911.  This 
waste  with  its  wild  and  woolly  ways  has 
been  subdued;  its  deserts  have  been 
made  to  bud  and  to  bloom,  bounded  by 
cables  of  wire  and  bands  of  steel,  it  is 
one  of  the  most  famous  sections  of  the 
most  famous  country  under  the  sun. 

Without  delving  too  deeply  into  his- 
torical events,  I  will  attempt  to  outline 
a  few  of  the  improvements  and  changes 
that  have,  and  are  being  inaugurated, 
within  the  span  of  my  career;  the  laying 
of  the  submarine  cables,  completing  the 
Panama  Canal,  the  perfecting  printing 
press  and  linotype,  the  typewriter  and 
mimeograph,  trolley  cars  for  city  and 
suburban  use,  electric  lights,  telephones 
and  phonographs,  the  wireless  telegraph 
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and  telephones,  the  rifled  cannon,  sub- 
marine torpedoes  and  the  perfection  of 
iron  clads  and  monitors  and  turretted 
class  of  fighting  vessels,  reinforced  con- 
crete and  angle  steel  framing,  making 
possible  the  modern  sky  scraper,  the 
self-binder,  the  automobile  and  the  self 
propelled  airship,  liquid  air,  radium  and 
aluminum,  and  many  other  things  that 
are  of  consequence  to  mankind.  It  all 
reminds  me  that  time  is  actually  * 'going 
some." 

My  mind  often  reverts  back  to  the 
days  of  my  boyhood  and  I  seem  to  still 
see  the  hillside  with  the  berries,  oh !  so 
red,  the  *'old  swimmin'  hole'*  and  the 
forks  of  the  cireek  where  I  fished.  The 
spring  and  the  little  school  house,  the 
cattle  on  the  hill  and  my  pony  and  dog. 
I  believe  that  Thomas  Rood  must  have 
harbored  just  such  thoughts  as  these 
when  he  was  prompted  to  write  that 
most  estimable  poem,  **I  remember,  I 
remember." 

1  remember,  I  remember,  the  honse  where  I  was  bom. 
The  little  window  where  the  sun  came  peeping  in  at 
mom: 
He  never  came  a  wink  too  soon,  nor  broaght  too  lone 
a  day, 
Bnt  now   I  often  wish  the  night  had  bonme  my 
breath  away. 

I  remember,  I  remember,  the  roses,  red  and  white, 
Violets  and  the  lily-cups,  these  flowers  made  of  light. 

The  Iilac&  where  the  robins  built,  and  where  my  broth- 
er set. 
The  labnmnm  on  his  birthday— the  tree  is  living  yet. 

0.  R.  Patten, 
Jacksonville,  Pla. 


Victoria,  Va. 


Well,  as  I  have  never  written  a  word 
for  the  Advocate  I  will  try  and  let  the 
readers  know  of  one  new  member  on  a 
new  road,  as  I  have  never  seen  anything 
from  the  Virginian  for  which  I  have  been 
looking,  but  it  may  be  that  I  am  one  of 
those  who  ought  to  be  reproved  for  neg- 
ligence, and  will  acknowledge  that  I 
have  been  waiting  instead  of  doing  my 
duty.  I  want  to  make  some  apologies  as  I 
am  not  much  of  a  writer,  but  can  read  all 
o.  k.  I  have  some  encouragement  to  try 
to  write  when  I  read  Brother  Lowe's  let- 
ter, juflt  received  my  working  card  for 
the  first  half  of  1911,  and  I  think  that 
every   member  receiving   this    circular 


should  feel  this  way,  and  if  there  are  any 
who  read  this  letter  have  not  heard  from 
Brother  Lowe  I  want  to  say  to  you  that 
you  have  missed  a  great  treat  and  I  would 
beg  you  to  get  in  shape  and  get  his  mes- 
sage which  is  your  duty  to  yourself  and 
it  will  put  a  new  life  in  you. 

Now,  I  know  there  are  a  lot  of  others 
like  myself  who  are  reading  and  are  not 
writing.  As  we  all  like  to  read,  suppose 
we  let  those  who  have  been  so  faithful 
see  that  we  want  to  help  them  and 
write  a, few  lines  ourselves  and  it  will  be 
encouraging  to  all. 

If  the  editor  thinks  this  fit  for  his  pre- 
cious pages  I  want  to  call  every  mem- 
ber's attention  to  the  fact  that  I  would 
like  them  all  to  join  hands  and  help  the 
Virginian  as  itvis  young  and  needs  our 
help.  Also  help  the  Aj[>vocate  and  we 
can  make  it  one  of  the  best  journals 
published.    Tours  in  B.  L.  and  U. , 

Oebtificatb  No.  a23099. 


RocRy  Mount*  Va. 


To  all  of  the  brothers  of  the  Inter- 
national Brotherhood  of  Main  ten  ance- 
of-Way  Employes  on  the  Norfolk  and 
Western  Railway : 

I  sincerely  hope  you  all  will  excuse 
me  for  being  so  tardy  in  thanking  one 
and  all  for  your  very  liberal  response  to 
my  appeal  for  a  little  help  in  a  time  of 
trouble.  I  received  |63.13  from  my  com- 
rades on  the  N.  &  W. ,  and  I  assure  you 
it  was  a  very  great  help  to  me  in  my 
need.  I  am  very  thankful  to  yon  all, 
and  if  ever  I  can  return  the  favor  to  a 
brother  in  trouble,  I  will  be  more  than 
glad  to  do  so.  However,  I  do  hope  tha^ 
none  of  you  will  have  as  much  trcmb||'. 
as  I  have  had  recently.  --y 

This  action  on  the  part  of  the  N.  1^  1|^ 
boys  shows  what  kind  of  material' 
have  in  our  track  department.  I 
want  to  thank  Bro.  T.  H.  Qerreyi 
efficient  general  chairman,  for  the  i 
interest  he  took  in  my  case.  I  am  ] 
to  be  in  such  an  Order,  swd  I 
will  grow  until  there  will  not  be  a  1 
left  ''to  teU  the  tale."  Again  t^a 
you  all  for  what  you  have  done  for  me, 
and  with  best  wishes,  1  am,  yours  in  B. 
L.  and  U.,  J.  W,  Pendleton, 
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Burlington,  N.  C. 

I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines  to  tl^e 
Advocate,  although  I  do  not  feel  very 
mach  like  writing,  having  been  confined 
to  my  bed  for  a  week  with  the  doctor  at- 
tending me,  but  I  am  glad  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  I  can  sit  up  some  now  and 
ho|>e  that  I  will  be  able  to  resume  my 
work  soon.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  work 
a  solid  union  gang  and  when  I  am  sick 
or  off  duty  for  any  cause  they  do  not  have 
to  send  a  man  to  work  my  force  while  I 
am  away.  All  my  men  are  young  and 
they  are  able  to  handle  the  job  while  I 
am  away. 

I  work  under  two  roadmasters.  T.  B. 
Summers  and  H.  D.  Knight.  Both  are 
g^od  men  and  never  have  anything  to  do 
with  me  at  all  as  we  are  strictly  under 
Mr.  N.  L.  Hall,  supervisor  of  the  bridge 
and  building  department.  I  have  been 
bridge  foreman  under  him  for  nearly  11 
years  and  would  hardly  know  how  to 
work  for  any  other  supervisor  excepting 
him.  He  is  a  good  man,  one  of  the  best 
I  ever  worked  for,  that  is,  of  course,  if 


you  attend  to  your  business.  I  hope  that 
some  day  I  may  be  able  to  step  into  some 
good  man's  place  like  Mr.  Hall.  He  has 
about  400  miles  of  road  to  keep  up  beside 
buildings,  trestles  and  bridges.  He  has 
nine  or  ten  large  stations:  Greensboro, 
N.  C,  Spencer,  N.  C,  Salisbury,  N.  C, 
Durham ,  N.  C. ,  Goldsboro,  N.  C. ,  Raleigh, 
N.  C,  High  Point,  N.  C,  Ashboro,  N.  C, 
Rocky  Mount,  Va.,  Lynchburg,  Va., 
and  Danville,  Va. 

I  think  we  have  a  good  lot  of  men  on 
the  Danville  division.  All  are  men  of 
the  Danville  division  and  that  is  what 
makes  a  good  railway.  Our  superinten- 
dent ia  a  young  man  about  26  years  of 
age  and  although  he  was  raised  on  the 
division,  I  think  we  have  as  good  a  divi- 
sion as  could  be  found  anywhere.  I  can- 
not think  of  much  to  write  about  now 
and  am  not  a  very  good  scribe.  Our 
Brotherhood  is  about  96  per  cent  strong 
on  the  Danville  division  and  I  hope  and 
trust  that  we  may  be  a  100  per  cent 
strong  shortly.  I  guess  I  would  better 
close.  I  belong  to  Lodge  No.  ,348.  Yours 
in  B.  L.  and  U.,    A  Bridob  Foreman. 


Bbo.  M.  O'Connor  and  Qang,  Eiver  Bend,  Col.,  Section. 
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This  being  my  first  attempt  in  corre- 
sponding for  the  Advocate,  you  will 
please  excuse  me  if  I  make  any  mistakes 
as  I  am  not  used  to  handling  anything 
smaller  than  a  railway  spike,  so  here 
goes.  We  held  our  regular  meeting  of 
Beaverton  Lodge  No.  262  on  February  4 
and  had  a  very  fair  turnout  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  from  the  south  end. 
We  would  be  very  pleased  to  see  some 
of  onr  south  end  brothers  at  the  next 
meeting. 

We  have  our  wheel  almost  completed; 
there  are  two  more  spokes  to  put  in  and 
then  it  will  be  ready  to  roll.  My  advice 
to  all  members  is  to  put  your  shoulder  to 
the  wheel  and  keep  it  rolling  merrily  on, 
for  now  is  the  best  time  of  the  year  for 
business  to  be  done  as  spring  is  drawing 
near.  Let  us  go  out  and  help  ourselves 
in  the  same  manner  as  our  brothers  on 
the  C.  P.  R.,  C.  N.  R.  and  G.  T.  P.  are 
doing.  We  cannot  expect  others  to  help 
us  if  we  do  not  help  ourselves.  Let  the 
brothers  all  turn  out,  get  together,  attend 
the  meetings  and  find  out  for  yourselves 
how  you  are  standing.  If  you  would  do. 
this,  you  would  not  have  so  much  fault 
to  find  with  the  officers  when  they  can- 
not do  any  better.  Hoping  no  one  will 
take  offense  and  wishing  the  officers  and 
members  success,  and  hoping  to  see  a 
letter  from  the  Sudbury  agent  this  month, 
I  remain,  Journal  Agent. 


MilwauKee  Lod^e  No*  385* 

Milwaukee  Lodge  No.  286  had  a  fairly 
good  attendance  at  our  last  regular 
meeting  on  January  22,  and  as  Brother 
Peterson  of  Chicago  was  there  to  g^ve 
ua  a  lot  of  good  advice,  we  had  a  lot  to 
be  thankful  for.  The  bridge  and  building 
and  signal  men  were  fairly  well  repre- 
sented. The  trackmen  were  the  back- 
sliders this  time.  We  have  a  number  of 
sectionmen  on  the  north  side  of  Milwau- 
kee that  ought  to  have  their  pedal  ex- 
tremities warmed  up,  for  they  seem  to 
be  quite  indifferent.  Now,  it  is  of  vital 
importance  that  we  get  all  of  them ;  not 
one  or  two  or  a  dozen,  but  the  whole 
line,  and  if  some  of  you  section  foremen 


who  are  members  would  get  after  thenly 
I  think  it  would  do  a  world  of  good. 

Our  next  regular  meeting  comes  on 
the  22d  of  February,  and  we  hope  that 
all  of  our  members  will  be  patriotic  and 
loyal  enough  to  uie  L  B.-M.  W.  £.  to 
show  up  on  this,  the  birthday  of  the 
**Pather  of  his  Country." 

Brothers,  when  you  meet  those  unde- 
cided chaps,  go  to  them  and  show  them 
by  an  argument  or  any  other  legitimate 
persuasion  that  their  own  future  welfare, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  union,  lies  in  join- 
ing us.  Take  the  Advocate  out  and 
let  them  see  how  maintenance-of-way 
employes  all  over  the  country  are  waking 
up,  and  I'll  bet  a  cookie  or  my  check 
next  pay  day  that  a  ]pt  of  them  wUl 
come  around.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
Journal.  Agent. 


Birmingham  Divisioii. 

Onr  Advocate  has  come  and  been  read 
by  many  this  month  and  was  very  inter- 
esting to  me  to  read  so  many  good  let- 
ters. While  it  is  our,  desire  to  do  good 
to  all  mankind,,  yet  sometimes  I  feel  em- 
barrassed to  try  to  write  for  so  many  to 
see  and  read  my  badly  composed  letters, 
though  we  all  have  a  right  to  our  opin- 
ions. 

We  might  ask  ourselves  this  question: 
I  wonder  how  the  union  brings  so  many 
blessings,  help  and  success  to  its  mem- 
bers? We  then  say  it  is  because  we  have 
got  our  eyes  open  to  our  duties  of  life 
and  we  are  beginning  to  realize  ourselves 
that  it  must  be  true. 

We  might  also  ask  this  question :  Who 
are  all  the  people  who  write  about  the 
union  being  such  a  help  to  them?  I 
would  say  that  it  is  the  men  and  ladies 
of  the  Auxiliary.  They  see  the  happi- 
ness and  success  in  the  near  future.  Why 
don't  everyone  know  these  things  with- 
out being  taught?  Because  mankind 
discovers  very  slowly.  See  how  long  it 
took  to  discover  electricity  and  steam 
and  other  useful  unseen  forces. 

Why  can't  we  make  ourselves  usefnlt 
We  can  see  the  good  that  the  union  is 
doing  for  us.  If  you  wish  success  in  life 
make  perseverance  your  bosom  friend, 
experience  your  wise  counselor,  oaution 
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your  elder  brothers  and  hope  your  guar- 
dian genias.  Every  man's  actions  form 
a  center  of  influences  upon  others,  and 
every  dee^*  however  trivial,  has  some 
weight  in  determining  the  future  destiny 
of  the  world. 

Loyalty  is  a  quality  which  impels  one 
to  do  his  duty ;  his  full  duty  to  the  cause 
he  believes  in  and  to  the  principles  for 
which  that  cause  stands.  Loyalty  is  not 
merely  shouting,  it  is  service.  It  is  not 
simply  knowledge,  it  is  strength  and 
knowledge.  It  never  falters  in  the  race 
of  discouragement,  never  makes  terms 
with  the  enemy,  never  owns  defeat  and 
there  never  was  a  time  when  such  loy- 
alty was  needed  as  now.  Yours  for  loy- 
alty and  service,         Journal  Agent. 


A.,  B.  &  A.  Ry. 


Southern  R.ail'way. 

Emporia  Lodge  No.  341  appears  to 
have  taken  on  new  courage  since  the 
new  year.  We  have  very  few  drones  in 
oxa  hives.  Everyone  is  ready  to  do  his 
part,  and  it  is  a  grand  privilege,  as  well 
as  blessing,  to  work  with  such  noble 
men.  The  officials  on  the  Norfolk  di- 
vision are  very  nice  gentlemen.  They 
know  a  good  man  when  thby  see  him. 
The  bridgemen  are  all  members  of  the 
Order,  and  every  track  foreman  but  one, 
and  he  is  no  good,  so  we  do  not  care  to 
have  him.  .  Our  meetings  are  well  at- 
tended, and  much  interest  is  manifested. 
The  president  of  our  lodge  is  a  hustler, 
which  goes  a  long  way  toward  making 
up  a  good  lodge. 

I  would  not  have  you  think  because 
Virginia  is  behind  in  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance that  she  is  also  behind  in  union- 
ism. Just  come  over  to  Norfolk,  Va., 
and  I  will  show  you  more  organizations 
of  anion  labor  than  you  will  find  in  any 
other  state  in  the  South.  Even  the 
mosquitoes  are  organized  here  in  the 
warm  weather,  and  they  have  a  griev- 
ance every  time  they  meet  you. 

What  has  become  of  the  old  boys  on 
the  Charlotte  division?  I  would  be  glad 
to  see  some  letters  from  that  division  in 
the  Advocate.  Let  us  all  work  with  a 
good  will  and  make  this  the  banner  year 
in  the  history  of  our  Order. 

O.  L.   PlTTMAN. 


I  will  attempt  to  write  a  few  lines  so 
that  the  boys  can  read  one  more  short 
one  from  the  Birmingham  division.  No 
ones  knows  what  we  have  to  contend 
with  on  this  new  road  bed  but  the  ones 
actually  in  the  service.  Mud  track, 
heavy  tonnage  and  sorry  labor  to  con- 
tend with  and  small  salaries.  Our  pay 
is  almost  as  much  as  the  negro  brake- 
man,  and  our  responsibilities  for  the 
past  two  months  have  been  very  great 
and  if  we  did  not  have  such  nice  officials 
we  would  certainly  break  down  and  give 
up  the  ghost,  but  while  we  are  wading 
through  mud  and  water  we  can  read  the 
thoughts  of  our  officials  as  they  pass 
us  by  in  the  ditch  and  think  how  they 
sympathize  with  us  and  how  they  wish 
to  see  the  day  when  our  salary  will  be 
increased  15  or  20  percent. 

All  other  employes  on  our  line  have 
received  a  handsome  increase  in  salary 
from  the  engineers  down.  The  flagman's 
pay  for  the  last  eighteen  months  has  in- 
creased about  40  per  cent  while  the  old 
trackmen's  has  increased  but  very  little, 
but  cheer  up,  boys,  and  come  to  the  polls 
for  every  dog  has  its  day,  so  if "  your 
neighbor  is  a  non,  get  his  application  and 
bring  him  into  the  fold  and  by  this  meth- 
od you  will  help  the  general  chairman 
and  committee  to  stand  up  when  the 
g^eneral  roll  is  called  up  yonder  next 
time.  Take  this  to  bed  with  you  and 
dream  over  it  and  co-operate  with  your 
brothers.    Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

A  Trackman. 


Caasa'way,  Va. 

I  have  been  watching  the  Advocate 
to  see  something  from  the  Elk  Valley 
Lodge  No.  117,  but  so  far  have  been  dis- 
appointed. Brothers,  we  should  all  be 
up  and  doing;  you  know  a  steady  drop 
will  wear  a  hole  in  a  stone.  Let  every 
member  of  Elk  Valley  Lodge  work  for 
the  good  of  the  Brotherhood  and  try  to 
get  all  the  nons  in.  If  we  keep  after 
them,  we  will  reap  our  reward  in  the 
end.  There  are  a  few  brothers  who  have 
not  paid  their  dues  for  the  first  half  of 
the  year  1911.     Brothers,  pay  up,  and  in 
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this  way  help  to  push  the  good  work  to 
the  front.  Let  all  the  members  of  Lodge 
No.  117  be  bold  and  stalwart  soldiers  for 
our  rights. 

If  any  of  the  members  of  Elk  Valley 
Lodge  are  in  doubt  about  any  of  the 
workings  of  the  lodge,  if  they  will  write 
to  me,  I  shall  be  more  than  pleased  to 
give  them  all  the  information  I  can. 
There  are  quite  a  few  vacant  chairs  in 
our  lodge  room  on  meeting  night.  Broth- 
ers, come  out  and  fill  them  up,  it  will 
make  us  all  feel  better.  If  we  expect  to 
get  any  good  out  of  the  Order  we  will 
have  to  attend  our  meetings  and  see 
what  is  going  on. 

If  we  want  our  committee  to  succeed 
in  their  efforts  to  secure  better  wages 
and  better  conditions  for  us,  now  is  the 
time  to  begin  showing  the  company  what 
kind  of  material  you  are  made  of,  and 
prove  to  them  that  we  are  worthy  of  any 
increase  that  our  committee  may  be  able 
to  secure  for  us.  If  all  brother  foremen 
and  laborers  will  put  their  best  foot  for- 
ward now,  it  will  pave  the  way  for  our 
committee's  success.  Well,  brothers, 
you  will  see  by  my  letter,  if  it  misses 
the  waste  basket,  that  I  am  not  an  orator, 
BO  I  will  close  now,  and  if  I  see  this  in 
print,  I  will  come  again,  yours  in  B.  L. 
and  U.,       Secretary-Treasurer, 

Lodge  No.  117. 


Dochery  Miss. 

I  see  lots  of  letters  from  all  over  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  many  of 
which  are  very  interesting,  and  I  see 
some  poetry  too.  For  instance,  where 
St.  Peter  met  a  scab  and  ordered  him  to 
depart.  That  made  me  laugh  and  I  am 
sure  Brother  O'Donnell  laughed  too.  I 
note  another  poem,  where  a  smile  is 
mentioned,  which  I  think  is  very  oppor- 
tun9  and  certainly  true.  There  is  noth- 
ing more  conducive  to  good  health  than 
a  cheerful  smile  at  any  and  all  times, 
also  a  **thank  you*'  for  all  favors,  which 
always  shows  good  breeding.  So  let  us 
all  join  in  applauding  the  authors  of  these 
two  poems. 

Digressing  from  this  quite  interesting 
question,  let  me  say  a  few  things  of  the 
great  Y.  &  M.  V  Ry.     She,  today,  looks 


prettier  and  cleaner  both  as  to  policy 
and  construction,  and  is  physically  bet- 
ter able  to  do  her  traffic  than  ever  be- 
fore on  account  of  a  thorough  canvass- 
ing by  Bro.  C.  M.  Wynn  and  a  gradual 
elimination  of  the  scab  timber  we  got 
from  some  of  the  other  roads.  A  man 
here  who  is  not  an  Order  man  is  always 
shunned,  never  trusted,  and  his  job  is 
always  slippery,  for  I  notice  the  scab  is 
poor  timber.  He  is  like  the  nine  of  hearts 
when  diamonds  are  trumps,  too  high  for 
low,  too  low  for  high  and  nothing  in  it 
for  game.  I  speak  of  scab  as  "it";  men 
do  not  scab,  scabbing  is  worse  than  steal- 
ing, for  the  thief  only  steals  from  a  few, 
while  the  scab  steals  from  man,  woman 
and  child;  all  people  look  alike  to  him. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor  and  brothers,  for  fear 
some  of  you  may  think  I  am  too  severe 
in  my  arraignment,  let  some  scab  reply 
through  these  columns  and  if  I  am  off, 
I  will  cheerfully  take  it  all  back,  bat 
the  line  of  defense  I  shall  put  up  will  be 
lunacy.  With  best  wishes  and  good  luck 
to  you  all,  in  which  my  wife  heartily 
joins  me,  I  am,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
Old  Few  Hairs. 


Chicago,  111. 

It  is  now  time  for  another  letter  from 
the  journal  agent,  who,  at  the  present 
time,  cannot  think  of  much  but  the  dance 
that  is  to  be,  and  that  will  be  passed 
when  this  goes  to  press,  so  that  the  re- 
ports of  the  good  times  will  not  be  in 
before  the  next  issue.  Everybody  has 
been  working  hard,  and,  ''just  before 
the  battle,"  the  dance  looks  like  a  big 
success. 

In  my  letter  of  the  last  issue,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  the  names  of  some  of  the  officers 
elected  at  the  December  meeting  did  not 
appear  in  print.  It  was  an  oversight^ 
because  I  did  not  have  their  names. 
They  are :  Martin  Ward,  past  president; 
John  Schoenig,  warden;  Frank  Barrett, 
inner  sentinel,  and  last,  but  not  least. 
Earl  Kent,  outer  sentinel — ^all  good  union 
men  and  hard  workers  in  the  cause.  I 
assure  you,  boys,  it  was  unintentional 
and  will  not  happen  again. 

It  is  now  coming  to  the  time  of  year 
to  get  our  new  working  schedules  with 
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the  roads,  and  I  hope  all  the  brothers 
will  get  basy  and  give  the  lodge  their 
hearty  support  and  see  that  everyone  is 
lined  np  and  in  good  standing,  so  that 
we  can  get  good,  favorable  working 
agreements  for  the  coming  year. 

We  missed  the  genial  smile  and  hearty 
hand-shake  of  Vice-President  Vnrpia  at 
oar  last  meeting,  but  we  hope  that  he 
and  his  fiery  eloqaence  will  be  with  as 
at  cor  next  reg^ular  meeting  on  February 
17.  In  the  near  future,  we  intend  to 
have  a  good,  old-time  smoker  to  stir 
up  enthusiasm  and  good  union  feeling 
among  the  boys  for  the  good  of  the 
Order,  and  also  have  something  interest- 
ing to  talk  about  afterwards. 

We  have  had  one  good,  hard  snowstorm 
this  winter,  causing  some  damage,  block- 
ing traffic  on  all  trunk  lines,  with  lots  of 
work  for  everybody,  but  no  delays  to 
amount  to  anything  on  the  C.  &  W.  I., 
which  shows  a  well  organized  mainte- 
nance-of-way  for  local  Lodge, No.  146. 
Yowrs  in  B.  L.  and  U.| 

Journal  Agent. 


Suthorlandt  SasK« 


NoHh  Cove,  N.  C. 

As  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  tried  to 
write,  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words, 
I  am  a  section  foremam  on  the  C.  C  & 
0.  We  are  about  solid  on  this  road  and 
ready  for  business  and  I  hope  that  every 
man  who  works  on  the  railway  in  the  U« 
S.  A.  will  shake  hands  with  us  before 
Joly  1.  Clome  on,  boys,  get  on  the  wagon 
and  let's  take  a  ride.  Don't  hang  back 
but  get  in  line  so  you  will  be  able  to 
stand  up  for  your  rights.  Only  stop  for 
a  moment  and  think.  The  railroads  could 
not  run  their  trains  without  our  help. 
Come  along  boys  and  help  get  half  of  our 
rights  which  is  |75  per  month.  We  have 
six  miles  of  track  and  are  allowed  four 
men.  Our  present  wage  is  |50per  month 
with  a  house  or  |55  per  month  without  a 
house.  The  most  of  us  have  to  live  in 
shanties  and  our  wives  have  to  place 
pans  all  over  the  floor  to  catch  the  water 
which  leaks  from  the  roof  whenever  it 
rains.  .These  certainly  are  not  condi- 
tions that  are  expected  to  elcist-  in  a  civ- 
ilized place.    Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

D.  B.  K. 


One  of  the  most  interesting  meetings 
we  have  had  here  at  Sutherland  was 
held  on  February  26,  and  I  believe  that 
all  the  members  who  were  present  en- 
joyed it  very  much.  We  would  have 
liked  to  have  seen  more  present,  but  un- 
fortunately the  boys  from  the  west  end, 
if  they  had  wanted  to  come,  were  handi- 
capped by  the  way  the  trains  are  running 
at  the  present  time,  as  they  would  have 
had  to  have  lost  at  least  one  day  to  at- 
tend the  meeting.  Yon  can  hardly  ex- 
pect them  to  do  this,  but  the  boys  from 
the  east  end  have  not  that  excuse  to 
make,  as  they  can  nearly  all  come  in 
and  out  without  any  loss  of  time,  as  our 
meetings  are  always  held  on  Sunday 
morning. 

Among  other  business  we  had  election 
of  officers,  and  the  writer  was  elected 
journal  agent.  I  hope  that  when  the 
members  read  this  letter  they  will  see 
that  I  am  at  least  making  an  effort  to 
do  my  duty.  A  suggestion  was  given 
that  it  would  help  to  make  our  meetings 
more  interesting  if  some  brother  would 
bring  or  send  in  a  paper  for  debate  on 
any  subject  for  the  good  of  the  Brother- 
hood, or  in  connection  with  any  work 
he  may  be  called  upon  to  do,  or  any 
point  not  clear  in  our  rules.  We  have 
found  that  some  of  our  members  put  a 
different  construction  on  the  rules,  and 
perhaps  a  discussion  would  help  each 
member  to  thoroughly  understand  the 
rules. 

In  reference  to  papers  that  may  be 
brought  in  in  connection  with  our  daily 
work.  You  are  aware  there  are  several 
different  gangs  at  work  on  the  road,  and 
any  man  may  be  called  upon  in  emer- 
gency to  do  work  that  he  has  but  the 
faintest  idea  of  how  it  should  be  done, 
while  he  may,  or  can,  do  some  particular 
work  and  be  a  good  man  in  that  respect. 
To  illustrate  what  I  mean,  I  would  offer 
a  few  suggestions.  For  instance,  a 
bridgeman  or  foreman  may  send  in  a 
paper  giving  the  proper  way  to  line  and 
shim  a  bridge;  a  section  foreman  may 
send  in  a  paper  on  track  work,  or  a  well 
digger  may  send  in  a  paper  on  well 
digging  or  cribbing.    I  think  this  would 
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be  the  means  of  making  some  of  us  who 
are  interested  in  railroad  work  (and  we 
all  should  be)  better  all-ronnd  men  and 
equal  to  the  task  of  undertaking  those 
jobs  which  at  the  present  time  some 
might  be  sadly  in  doubt  of. 

While  I  am  on  this  subject  I  would 
like  to  see  started  up  in  our  Advocate 
a  correspondence  column  relating  to  our 
work,  as  no  doubt  some  of  us  occasion- 
ally run  up  against  knotty  problems. 
We  have  from  time  to  time  read  papers 
written  by  our  worthy  grand  secretary- 
treasurer  on  track  work,  but  we  would 
like  to  see,  if  possible,  papers  on  other 
subjects  as  well. 

Our  next  meeting  will  be  held  on 
March  19,  and  we  would  like  to  see  all 
of  our  members  who  can  possibly  attend 
to  do  so,  for  we  are  certainly  going  to 
have  an  interesting  time  and  we  want 
you  to  know  all  and  get  better  ac- 
quainted^  .Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

,  .      .,  , ..  Journal  Agent. 

[NoTJ^— tT^*®  brother  has  referred  to 
items  Ml  ^e- e4itorial  column  of  this  is- 
sue w^tj:ij:eg^rd  to  lettere  from  othe- 
departnients. — Editor.  ] 


From  the  Southern. 

What  is  the  matter  with  the  boys  on 
this  road?  I  am  a  section  foreman  on 
the  Memphis  division  and  like  it  best  of 
all.  We  had  a  very  nice  meeting  of  our 
lodge  the  last  fourth  Sunday  and  initi- 
ated three  new  members,  beside  having 
a  very  lively  meeting  all  through.  I  want 
to  say  a  few  words  to  the  backsliders. 
Why  don't  you  pay  up  your  dues  and 
come  back  into  tho  fold  of  unionism  and 
brotherly  love.  It  makes  me  feel  bad  for 
you  if  you  don't  feel  bad  for  yourselves. 
Some  of  you  cry  out,  I  have  no  new 
clothes  to  wear  and  I  am  not  able  to  pay 
my  dues,  but  I  notice  some  of  you  are 
able  to  order  other  things  for  Saturday 
night  and  Simday  that  cost  you  over 
|3  and  f4.  Now,  men,  for  humanity's 
sake  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  rising 
generation,  why  do  you  not  quit  the  habit 
of  sliding  back?  Get  on  the  right  side  and 
be  as  one  of  the  thousand  links  of  the 
chain  that  can  never  be  broken.  Let  us 
all  join  together  in  a  united  manner  and 


give  a  long,  strong  pull  altogetlier  and 
you  will  be  surprised  at  the  result.  It  is 
the  duty  of  every  man  at  this  time  to  use 
his  utmost  efforts  to  secure  the  co-opera- 
tion of  his  fellow  workmen  so  as  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  our  committee 
that  is  soon  to  go  before  the  management 
to  make  a  plea  for  better  wages  and  bet^ 
ter  conditions. 

W^ishing  the  Brotherhood  much  sno- 
cess,  and  as  this  if  my  first  letter  to  tb« 
Advocate  I  will  stop  for  this  time 
Hoping  to  see  it  in  print,  I  remain,  yours 
inB.  L.  andU.,  J.  C.  F. 


Truro  Lod^e  No.  154. 

A  stranger  entering  the  hall  on  Ongles 
street  on  February  17,  where  the  main- 
tenance-of-way  employes  meet  on  the 
third  Thursday  of  each  month,  woald 
have  wondered  if  sucU  an  eager  crowd 
were  present  at  every  meeting*  for  on 
this  occasion  the  hall  was  filled  to  the 
doors  and  seats  were  at  a  premitun.  The 
reason  for  all  this  was  that  all  were 
anxious  to  hear  the  reports  of  the  pro- 
tective board,  which  had  been  negotiat- 
ing for  a  raise  of  pay  and  a  new  schednle 
with  the  board  of  commissioners  of  onr 
railway. 

After  the  lodge  had  been  duly  called 
to  order  and  the  general  routine  of  busi- 
ness transacted,  the  outer  sentinel  an- 
nounced the  members  of  the  Auxiliary  at 
the  door.  After  they  had  been  escorted 
to  their  seats,  the  report  of  the  general 
chairman  was  called  for  and  listened  to 
with  rapt  interest.  He  reviewed  the 
entire  proceedings  in  a  clear  and  concise 
manner,  giving  due  prajse  to  the  manner 
in  which  our  minister  of  railways  and 
board  of  commisioners  had  received  and 
argued  the  point  at  issue,  while  parUco- 
larly  did  he  praise  the  worth  of  our  grand 
president,  Brother  Lowe,  at  the  sessions 
held  at  Montreal  and  Ottawa. 

The  employ  Is  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  from  February  1, 1911,  they 
are  entitled  to  a  raise  of  pay  and  in- 
creasea  in  the  maintenance-of-way  de- 
partment on  the  Int.  Col.  and  P.  E.  I. 
(j^overnment  railways)  which  adds  from 
136,000  to  $40,000  to  the  pay  roU 

Hardly    had    the    general    chairman 
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Mated  himself  at  the  closing  of  his  re- 
marks when  Brother  Skerry  was  on  his 
feet,  and  his  thrco  cheers  for  our  general 
chairman  brought  every  man  to  his  feet. 
Well,  you  have  some  idea  w<hat  a  heartj'^^ 
hip,  hip,  hurrah!  could  come  from  Broth- 
er Skerry's  throat,  to  say  nothing  of  one 
hundred  others  added,  bo  it  is  needless 
to  say  what  the  applause  was  like.  At 
the  close  of  the  cheers  we  heard  a  voice 
say,  from  the  lower  end  of  the  hall,  **A 
Uger^  Mike!"  So  the  work  done  was 
appreciated.  The  members  ^of  the  Aux- 
iliary, then  proceeded  to  leave  the  hall, 
after  expressing  thanks  for  the  kindness 
TFith  which  they  had  been  received. 

Quiet  was  again  restored  and  further 
business  in  connection  with  our  lodge 
was  carried  on  and  finally  the  lodge 
closed,  but  the  conversation  of  those 
who  traveled  some  distance  by  train  to 
and  from  Truro  displayed  deeper  interest 
than  was  shown  in  the  hall,  and  your 
correspondent  does  not  believe  in  keep- 
ing all  the  good  words  heard  and  said 
about  his  fellow  men  until  after  death 
and  then  heap  eulogies  and  flowers  upon 
them.  One  point  I  wish  to  say  here,  so 
that  all  will  know  what  our  sentiments 
are  regarding  them.  What  would  our 
Order  do  without  President  Lowe  at  its 
head?  He  has  done  more  for  mainte- 
nance-of-way  employes  since  filling  the 
chair  than  all  the  previous  years  ever 
dreamed  of;  and  coming  down  to  Truro 
lodge,  what  would  we  do  without  G.  W. 
Murray?  Long  may  he^  be  spared,  for 
difficult  would  it  be  to  find  a  man  to  fill 
his  place.  Such  expressions  deserve  to 
be  repeated  so  they  will  reach  those  for 
whom  they  were  intended. 

We  know  it  is  the  true  union  man, 
with  an  up-to-date  card  in  his  pocket, 
who  thus  expresses  himself  in  quiet 
conversation,  although  perhaps  a  little 
backward  about  doing  so  in  a  public 
meeting.  While  the  Intercolonial  em- 
ployes in  the  maintenance-of-way  de- 
partment, Truro  lodge  partfculdrty,  are 
rejoicing  over  the  present  relation  ex- 
isting between  themselves  and  the  man- 
agement, there 'are "a  number  of  non- 
unionists  and  ba^jksliders  who,  under 
the  new  regime  or  raise  of  pay,  will  be 
receixing  tha  same  magnaiumous  treat- 


ment as  their  fellow  men  who  have 
striven  to  help  themselves  and  their 
families.  How  these  men  can  look  a 
union  man  in  the  face  is  a  wonder  to 
me,  when  they  are  simply  taking  his 
hard  earnings  just  the  same  as  if  they 
dipped  their  hands  in  his  pockets  and 
deliberately  purloined  the  amount. 
'*Thou  Shalt  not  steal"  applies  in  such  a 
case,  so  just  take  this  surplus  cash  and 
put  yourself  in  a  position  to  be  what  you 
were  intended  to  be^a  union  man. 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  nothing  had  aver 
been  done,  by  r\\e  in  an  effort  to  raise  my 
wages  from  |1.15  to|1.60  and  |1.70  again, 
then  $2.00  to  |2.10  and  now  to  |2.50,  my 
conscience  would  demand  a  cash  present 
of  |10  or  |20  to  the  Brotherhood  for  what 
it  has  done  for  me.  Yet  in  nine  oases 
out  of  ten  the  only  voice  raised  in  com- 
plaint because  the  increase  is  not  larger 
will  be  from  some  non  or  scab  or  delin- 
quent brother  whose  dues  are  unpaid 
until  it  would  take  his  wages  for  a  week 
or  two  to  place  himself  in  good  standing. 
Well,  there  is  always  hope  for  him  who 
repents  and  acknowledges  his  errors,  so 
don't  forget  this  and  make  up  your  mind 
to  be  a  man  in  the  future,  for  the  best 
man,  remember,  carries  an  up-to-date 
union  card  every  time. 

With  the  best  of  all  good  wishes  for 
our  union's  success,  and  with  the  earnest 
prayers  that  the  good  feeling  existing 
between  employes  and  employers  may 
long  continue,  I  remain,  yours  in  B.  L. 
and  13 .  Union  Fobeveb, 


Ow^en  Sound,  Ont. 

He  has  gone,  forever  gone,  before  we 
had  time  to  say  farewell. 

Whereas,  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the 
Universe  has  in  His  infinite  wisdom  re- 
moved from  among  us  our  worthy  and 
esteemed  brother,  Thos.  Hiley  of  Orange- 
ville  Lodge  No.  214,  and 

Whereas,  with  our  intimate  relation- 
ship held  with  him  by  reason  of  his  faith- 
ful discharge  of  his  duties  in  connection 
with  our  beloved  Brotherhood,  it  m^:e8 
it  eminently  fitting  that  we  record  of 
him  our  appreciation,  and,  therefore,  be 
it  further, 

Rksolvkd,  that  while  we  deeply  sym« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


246 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


pathize  with  hia  wife  and  family,  we  also 
express  a  hope  that  even  though  the  loss 
ma^^  seem  great  to  us,  it  may  be  the 
means  of  good  by  Him  who  doeth  all 
things  well. 

Farewell  my  wife,  kind  and  tnie. 
Farewell  my  children,  I  leave  behind. 
Farewell,  all  of  the  friends  ro  dear, 
At  rest  at  last  the  weary  brain 
That  battled  fiercely  in  the  past. 
(!ntil  from  thongut  broncht  wiih  it  pain. 
Save  this  from  which  it  rests  at  last. 

Dear  is  the  spot  where  Christians  sleep. 
Dear  are  the  strains  whicli  aneels  pour. 

Why  shoold  we  in  anguish  weep. 
They  are  not  lost  but  gone  before. 

Wt  loved  him  well  no  tongue  can  tell 
Bow  deep,  how  truly  and  how  well. 
Christ  loved  him.  too,  and  thought  It  liest 
To  take  him  home  with  him  to  rest. 

Dressed  for  the  grave  he  smiling  laid. 
How  can  we  stay  onr  streaming  eyes. 
He  will  never  be  forgotten, 
Never  will  his  memory  fade. 
Sweetest  thought  will  ever  linger. 
Round  the  spot  where  he  is  laid. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Orangeville 
on  Saturday,  January  21,  and  was  very 
well  attended.  The  pall  bearers  were 
Bros.  Sam  Lackey,  Wm.  Lackey,  Wm. 
Kahn,  Jas.  May,  Sam  Mossopp  and  Robt. 
Mcintosh.  A  number  of  representatives 
from  the  train  men  were  also  present, 
as  was  also  our  worthy  roadmaster,  Mr. 
Andy  Frost. 

Resolutions  of  condolence  and  sympa- 
thy for  the  family  were  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  members  of  Lodge  No.  214. 
Journal  Agent. 


Washington  DWision,  Southern  Ry. 

We  have  on  this  division  about  350 
miles  of  track  passing  through  the  valley 
and  Piedmont  sections  of  Virginia.  It 
has  been  my  honest  endeavor  to  make 
this  division  the  banner  one  of  the 
Southern  Railway.  Why  not?  It  is  the 
first  division  out  of  the  city  of  Washing- . 
ton,  passing  through  a  fine,  fertile,  his- 
torical section  with  as  few  drawbacks  as 
any  other  city  in  the  union. 

We  have  two  lodges  on  the  division; 
one  at  Charlottesville  and  one  at  Manas- 
ses.  Our  lodge  meets  at  Charlottesville 
the  first  Sunday  after  the  19th.  We 
usually  have  a  very  good  attendance. 


The  bridge  and  building  men  are  better 
organized  than  the  trackmen  are.  Our 
brothers  continually  harass  the  nons, 
and  I  think  they  are  getting  tired  of 
being  called'  parasites,  scabs,  etc.,  and 
will  soon  come  over  with  us.  We  have 
had  very  able  organizers  working  over 
this  division — men  who  tackle  the  nons 
without  gloves — and  it  would  seem  that 
any  man  outside  of  an  asylum  should 
belong  and  see  the  issue  in  ita  proper 
light. 

I  was  accidentally  thrown  in  company 
with  a  very  pompous  section  foreman 
who  did  not  know  that  I  waa  a  railroad 
man.  His  boast  was  that  be  had  two 
farms  and  that  the  railroad  company 
supplied  passes  for  himself  and  wife  to 
go  over  the  division.  I  told  him  I  thought 
it  wss  a  shame,  his  having  these  priv- 
ileges and  be  back  eight  or  ten  dollars 
with  his  dues.  He  hemmed  and  hawed 
considerably  and  then  said  that  he  had 
not  paid  all  he  owed  on  the  last  land  yet, 
but  he  was  certainly  going  to  settle  np. 

We  have  some  would-be  foremen  (I 
hope  there  are  not  many)  that  have  not 
the  Brotherhood  at  heart  at  all.  They 
pay  no  attention  to  their  obligation  when 
opportunity  gives  them  a  chance  to  pat 
a  brother  to  work.  They  ignore  him  and 
put  in  some  unknown  tramp.  We  are 
gradually  gaining  our  rights,  however. 
Less  than  ten  years  ago  we  were  being 
sadly  imposed  upon.  We  had  to  get  up 
at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  work 
until  9  at  night,  with  no  dinner  hour  and 
not  a  cent  extra  for  overtime  and  some 
of  our  best  workmen  getting  a  little  over 
a  dollar  and  no  recognized  rights.  Con- 
sider this,  some  of  you  short-sighted, 
fault-finding  brothers,  before  you  cen- 
sure your  representative.  Don't  de- 
nounce the  Brotherhood!  and  say  it  is  no 
good  just  because  you  dislike  some  of  its 
members.  Don't  try  to  still  yomr  selfish 
motives  at  the  expense  of  our  noble 
Order. 

Occasionally  we  hear  of  some  egotist 
remarking  that  he  would  puU  up  and 
leave  the  Brotherhood,  intimating  that 
his  leaving  would  play  havoc  with  our 
Order.  This  reminds  me  of  the  story  of 
Patrick  McQinnes  at  the  great  battle  of 
Gettysburg.      (Perhaps    our    venerable 
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brothers,  T.  J.  O'Donnell  and  Smith, 
were  there).  Pat  said  that  General  Lee 
rode  up  and  down  the  line  inquiring  if 
Patrick  McGinnes  was  in  the  ranks  and 
the  answer  was  in  the  affirmative.  Upon 
hearing  this.  General  Lee  exclaimed: 
**It  is  well;  let  the  battle  commence!" 
So  now,  l^rothers,  let  the  great  battle  go 
on.  We  need  you  with  your  ammunition 
all  in  good  shape,  so  train  your  guns 
toward  the  enemy  and  not  toward  your 
representatives,  whom  I  think  are  doing 
all  they  can  to  help  us.  Don't  think  if 
you  lag  or  desert  that  tho  work  will 
cease,  becaoee  it  is  here  to  stay.  Yours 
fraternally,  L.  B. 


Giatto,  W.  Va. 


I  will  again  try  to  write  a  few  lines  for 
the  old  and  good  Advocate.  Well, 
brothers,  things  are  looking  somewhat 
blue  and  not  so  very  encouraging  on  out 
division,  bnt  there  will  be  dark  days  in 
all  lines  of  business  and  don't  let  us  be 
discouraged,  for  there  never  was  a  cloudy 
or  rainy  spell  bnt  what  the  sun  came  out 
afterward  and  all  was  as  bright  as  ever 
again. 

The  time  is  drawing  near  when  we  will 
have  to  go  before  our  officials  and  make 
our  wants  known  in  order  to  better  our 
conditions.  The  men  who  go  there  take 
courage  and  impress  on  the  minds  of  the 
officials  that  we  are  men  at  this  time 
who  stand  in  need  of  their  consideration, 
and  that  we  are  the  poorest  paid  men 
according  to  the  great  responsibility  that 
rest  upon  ns,  and  I  believe  that  if  the 
matter  is  placed  before  them  in  an  in- 
telligent way,  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  will 
be,  I  believe  that  the  noble  hearts  of  our 
officials  will  open  and  place  the  reward 
where  it  belongs.  It  takes  a  man  with 
congiderable  moral  courage  to  go  before 
oar  officials  in  this  capacity;  one  with 
stiff  knees  and  backbone.  He  must  be 
in  earnest  and  know  exactly  what  he 
goes  there  for.  I  may  be  called  upon  to 
go  there  myself  and  if  I  am,  I  am  simply 
going  to  tell  them  in  a  frank  and  intelli- 
gent way  what  our  services  and  respon- 
sibilities are  worth.  There  is  not  a  man 
in  any  of  the  other  departments  that  has 
been  before  our  officials  so  far  this  year 


that  has  received  a  single  dollar.  Now 
say,  that  don't  look  very  good,  does  it? 
But  just  think  how  much  more  each  of 
the  other  craftsmen  are  receiving  than 
the  section  foremen  who  are  held  respon- 
sible for  the  safety  of  all  of  them.  This, 
of  course,  will  be  placed  before  our  offi- 
cials in  a  proper  manner.  They  know 
it  now  and  will  not  come  across  unless 
the  thing  is  handled  in  the  right  way. 

It  is  our  duty  as  honest  men  to  place 
the  matter  before  the  officials  concisely. 
There  is  a  right  way  to  do  everything, 
but  it  may  be  done  the  wrong  way.  My 
experience  in  life  is  to  be  sure  you  are 
right  then  go  ahead.  I  am  surprised 
that  some  of  the  employes  are  not  taking 
more  interest  in  their  own  welfare  and 
conditions  than  they  do  for  they  know 
what  they  can  derive  from  their  efforts 
and  why  do  yon  not  do  your  duty?  Re- 
member the  obligation  you  have  taken 
and  be  a  man.  If  you  do  not  prepare  for 
war,  you  need  not  expect  to  win  the  bat- 
tle. iUmember  jyour  conditions  in  the 
past  and  what  has  been  done  for  yon. 
Do  not  expect  another  to  carry  y  onr  load. 
We  should  join  hand  in  hand  in  this  mat- 
ter, united  as  one  man.  Get  down  to 
business  and  say  that  yon  are  a  Broth- 
erhood man.  Yon  have  to  raise  the  joint 
before  you  can  get  in  under  it  and  yoa 
have  to  watch  the  gauge  or  you  will  have 
spread  track,  and  you  all  know  what 
that  means. 

There  is  no  man  who  loves  this  old  Or- 
der better  than  I  do,  and  my  heart  and 
hand  are  always  open  to  any  emergency, 
but  the  old  men  will  soon  be  gone  and 
some  one  else  will  have  to  take  our  places. 
Of  course  we  will  be  missed,  but  it  de- 
pends upon  ourselves  how  greatly  we 
will  be  missed,  by  our  own  conduct,  for 
we  will  be  judged  by  it. 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  luck.  A  man's 
destiny  here  on  earth  is  just  what  he 
makes  it,  be  it  good  or  bad.  I  have  been 
on  the  railway  for  thirty-one  years  and 
I  have  never  had  a  day  marked  against 
my  record  in  my  life  and  I  have  never 
had  a  wheel  off  on  my  main  line  in  all 
the  thirty-one  years.  Was  that  luck? 
No!  I  will  tell  you  it  was  good  manage- 
ment and  judgment  and  looking  after 
my   work.     Now,   brothers,    remember 
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your  duty.  Keep  yonr  mind  fixed  on 
your  future  welfare.  This  is  your  whole 
daty  to  yourself  and  family. 

I  promised  to  write  my  next  letter  and 
give  some  of  my  experience  in  track 
work  but  I  wanted  to  give  this  message 
to  our  members  at  this  time  and  I  will 
write  you  on  track  work  later,  if  I  live. 
Hoping  yoa  are  all  enjoying  good  health 
and  a  prosperous  year,  I  remain,  yours 
in  B.  L.  and  U.,  C.  T.  Plbabants. 


ETer^reen  Lodge  No.  453. 

We  held  a  meeting  at  Bloomington, 
111.,  Saturday,  December  81,  1910  and 
re-organized  and  elected  a  new  set  of 
officers  and  made  a  promise  to  start  the 
new  year  1911  right.  We  jnst  had  six 
members  to  start  with,  so  each  one  was 
elected  to  an  office  in  the  Order.  Our 
grand  secretary- treasurer,  Bro.  S.  J.  Pegg 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  our  general  chair- 
man, Bro.  W.  M.  Smith,  of  Chicago,  111., 
were  present,  and  both  gave  good  in- 
structiohs  why  each  one  of  os  should  be- 
long to  our  craft  organization  as  a  duty 
we  owe  to  ourselves  and  families  to  pro- 
tect them  and  support  them. 

All  the  foremen  were  duly  notified  and 
had  no  excuse  for  not  being  present  as 
we  have  a  good  set  of  officials  and  have 
no  difficulty  in  getting  passes  and  leave 
of  absence  wiien  we  ask  for  the  same. 

Now  to  the  men  who  are  holding  back. 
Why  do  you  not  come  in  and  pay  your 
dues  like  other  foremen.  I  am  sure  you 
cannot  invest  a  few  dollars  in  any  way 
where  it  would  pay  you  a  better  dividend 
than  by  joining  the  organization  and  as- 
sisting to  line  up  so  we  can  send  a  com- 
mittee to  the  general  officials  and  get  an 
increase  in  our  wag^s  as  well  as  all  the 
other  classes  of  employes  who  run  over 
the  rails  we  maintain  and  whose  lives 
are  protected  by  our  strong  attention  to 
our  duty  and  for  which  we  know,  as  also 
do  all  others,  that  we  are  not  now  re- 
ceiving a  jnst  compensation  for  the  re- 
sponsibilities we  have.  In  my  opinion 
our  responsibilities  are  greater  than  that 
of  any  other  single  employe  in  any  of 
the  other  departments  of  the  railway 
service.  We  take  care  of  the  foundation 
upon  which  is  built  the  entire  fabric  of  a 


railway  system.  When  there  is  a  block- 
ade of  snow,  wreck,  washout,  who  are 
the  busy  men  then?  Is  it  not  xhe  men 
in  our  department?  AU  the  men  in  the 
other  departments  can  go  home  and  rest 
or  sit  around  the  fire  on  the  cold  wintry 
nights  or  during  the  heavy  ra|ns  when 
we  have  a  washout,  while  our  men 
must  be  out  braving  the  storm  making 
repairs  so  that  the  other  department 
may  proceed  with  their  work.  Who  is 
it  that  wires  or  dispatches  a  roadmaster 
after  a  washout  or  wreck  that  the  track 
is  o.  k.  and  that  you  can  resume  busi- 
ness on  schedule  time?  The  Foreman. 
Without  it  the  dispatcher  would  hesitate 
to  send  a  train  over  tho  washed  out  track 
or  the  point  where  the  wreck  had  oc- 
curred. 

We  held  a  meeting  at  Minonk,  111.  on 
February  18  and  received  three  more 
foremen  to  our  lodge.  We  were  sorry 
that  Bro.  M.  Kirke's  mother  was  sick  so 
he  could  not  attend  the  meeting.  We 
held  this  meeting  at  Minonk  for  his  con- 
venience as  he  could  not  possibly  get 
away  to  attend  the  meeting  at  other 
points.  The  March  meeting  will  be  held 
at  Lasalle,  111.,  on  Saturday,  March  18, 
at  8:90  p.  m.  so  as  to  give  the  north  end 
foremen  on  our  division  a  fair  chance  to 
attend,  as  some  of  them  have  an  excuse 
now  that  Bloomington  is  too  far  away. 

I  asked  one  of  the  officials  the  other 
day  if  the  track  men  would  get  a  raise 
this  spring,  and  in  reply  he  asked  me  if 
we  had  made  a  request  for  it,  and  I  had 
to  answer  him  no,  so  you  will  see  that 
we  are  not  likely  to  get  any  advance  on- 
less  we  ask  for  it,  but  before  we  ask  for 
it  it  is  necessary  that  each  foreman  get 
in  line  in  the  craft  organization  and  select 
a  committee  and  send  it  to  Chicago  to 
the  general  officials  and  I  feel  sore  that 
we  will  get  a  just  increase  and  good  re- 
turns for  the  small  amount  we  pay  out 
in  fees  and  dues  in  the  organization. 

Let  every  brother  get  together  now 
and  do  his  duty  so  that  the  finger  of 
scorn  may  not  be  pointed  to  the  empioyen 
on  the  I.  C.  and  say  that  they  were  not 
men  enough  to  get  together  and  enable 
them  to  ask  for  an  increase  in  wages  and 
get  it.    Fraternally  yours, 

Certxficatb  No.  AMiS^ 
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Southern  R.y« 

Ab  I  have  not  seen  anything  from  the 
Knoxville  division  for  a  longtime,  I  will 
try  to  say  a  few  words  in  favor  of  Lodge 
No.  41,  and  to  compliment  our  members 
for  their  good  talks  last  meeting.  As 
the  brothers  stated,  we  do  not  realize 
the  importance  of  the  position  we  occupy 
in  the  service,  and  we  should  do  our  duty 
at  all  times  and  let  us  put  forth  an  effort 
and  show  our  officials  tnat  we  are  wor- 
thy to  fill  the  important  positions  we  do 
by  faithfully  working  and  paying  close 
attention  to  every  detail. 

We  have  a  very  good  set  of  officials 
on  the  Knoxville  division,  as  good  as  can 
be  found  on  any  road  in  the  South.  Let 
as  show  them  our  appreciation  by  doing 
good  work  all  the  time,  so  as  to  warrant 
a  continuation  of  their  esteem  and  good 
will,  but  at  the  same  time  we  must  get  a 
hustle  on  ourselves  and  improve  our  con- 
ditions. 

We  should  receive  enough  for  our  labor 
to  enjoy  a  fair  measure  of  comfort,  also 
to  lay  by  a  little  for  the  closing  years  of 
our  life  and  provide  for  our  loved  ones 
after  we  have  passed  away. 

Now,  in  order  to  secure  this,  we  must 
at  all  times  be  thoroughly  organized  and 
ready  to  meet  the  management  through 
onr  joint  protective  board  and  be  pre- 
pared to  give  our  leaders  the  united  sup- 
port of  every  employe  in  our  department. 
No  matter  how  good  a  man  you  are,  or 
may  be,  or  how  good  a  set  of  men  we 
are,  we  must  always  remember  that  it 
is  the  man  behind  the  gun  who  does  the 
work  and  wins  the  battle.  Brothers,  it 
is  you  and  I  who  are  behind  the  guns 
and  we  are  the  ones  who  must  work. 
How?  By  sticking  to  our  grand  Order 
and  speaking  a  good  word  for  it  at  all 
times.  We  sometimes  hear  men  say, 
what  is  the  good  of  organization?  We 
all  realize  the  good  of  organization  and 
the  returns  we  have  received  from  it. 

We  have  a  few  men  outside  of  the 
Brotherhood,  who  by  their  action  of 
staying  out,  as  good  as  say  they  want 
someone  else  to  pay  their  debts  for  them. 
Human  parasites,  vampires,  who  are 
receiving  benefits  for  which  they  have 
not  contributed  one  cent  in  securing, 


nor  used  a  single  effort.  To  them  I  would 
say,  yon  would  better  come  in  now  while 
you  havQ  a  chance,  for.  the  time  will 
come  when  none  but  true  Brotherhood 
men  will  have  a  position  in  the  railway 
service  and  they  will  have  no  use  for  a 
man  who  violates  his  obligation  to  the 
Brotherhood,  because  if  he  is  false  in 
one  thing  he  would  be  false  in  another* 
I  hope  that  our  next  meeting,  the 
fourth  Sunday  in  March,  that  every 
member  on  the  Knoxville  division  will 
have  his  dues  paid  up  ahd  be  in  posses- 
sion of  a  current  working  card.  Let 
every  brother  in  good  standing  consti- 
tute himself  an  organizer  and  work  faith- 
fully until  we  get  every  man  employed 
on  the  road  in  good  standing.  Let  us  be 
•  able  to  say  at  our  next  meeting  that 
Knoxville  division  is  solid  from  end  to 
end ;  not  a  single  non  or  backslider. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  action  of 
some  men  appears  to  be  very  cowardly 
to  me.  I  know  of  men  who  are  riding 
on  passes  secured  by  the  negotiations  of 
our  organization,  and  these  men  have 
not  been  able  to  show  a  working  card 
since  they  got  their  pass.  Shame  on 
such  men!  With  best  wishes  to  all.  Ire- 
main,  fraternally  yours, 

Journal  Agent. 


Soo  Line. 

Now,  as  the  ground  hog  day  is  passed 
and  the  boys  on  the  Soo  Lino  saw  their 
shadows,  I  suppose  I  will  not  see  them 
for  six  weeks  anyhow.  Well,  well,  boys, 
what  is  the  matter  with  us.  Can  we  not 
even  come  together  and  talk  things  over? 
Now  the  year  1910  went  by  and  nothing 
done.  Why  are  we  so  slack  in  the  way 
of  paying  our  dues?  We  should  do  as 
well  as  the  other  brothers  are  doing  on 
other  roads. 

It  always  makes  me  feel  downhearted 
when  I  see  in  the  Advocate  how  other 
brothers  have  a  well  attended  meeting. 
Why  can't  we  have  just  such  a  meeting. 
I  don't  want  to  say  anything  about  the 
summer  months,  but  in  the  winter  we 
ought  to  make  up  for  it.  If  we  don't  do 
anything  for  our&elves  no  one  else  will. 

Now,  none  of  us  would  like  to  hear 
that  we  are  not  men,  but  I  think  we  are 
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not  if  we  don't  want  to  stand  up  for  our 
rights  and  for  our  own  good.  Two  or 
three  brothers  have  asked  me  when  the 
next  meeting  was  to  be^held  and  I  could 
not  tell  them  for  I  did  not  know. 

I  often  wish  I  had  the^  schooling  I  ought 
to  have.  I  would  travel  the  Soo  Line 
from  end  to  end  and  get  after  the  boys. 
Well,  boys,  I  can  tell  you  if  I  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  it  you  would  not  get  off 
so  easy  as  I  would  take  no  excuses  what- 
ever. I  would  fight  if  I  had  to  and  I 
can  tell  you  if  I  am  getting  old  I  can 
hold  my  ground.  Make  up  your  minds 
aqd  do  something. 

If  this  misses  the  basket  and  if  the 
editor  will  correct  my  mistakes  and  line 
out  the  kinks  I  will  try  again  and  hope 
I  can  come  with  better  news  the  next 
time.  Let  us  all  be  true  union  men  and 
pay  up  our  dues.    Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U. , 

Gust  Rose. 


Greensboro,  Ga. 

Here  I  am,  asking  for  a  little  space  in 
the  dear  old  Advocate  again.  I  have 
just  looked  through  the  February  issue 
and  saw  so  many  good  letters  from  the 
boys  on  other  roads,  but  could  not  find  a 
word  from  any  of  the  members  on  the 
old  Georgia  Railway.  I  reckon  they  feel 
like  I  do,  and  think  they  have  nothing 
to  write  about,  only  that  we  are  getting 
pretty  well  organized. 

We  have  not  received  as  much  benefit 
up  to  the  present  time  as  some  of  the 
other  roads,  and  I  would  like  to  know 
what  is  the  trouble  on  the  Georgia  Rail- 
way. Other  roads  have  accomplished 
many  things,  and  why  can't  we  accom- 
plish the  same  thing  on  the  Georgia 
through  the  same  methods? 

Here  we  are  working  the  old-fashioned 
way,  from  sunrise  to  sunset.  There  is 
no  road  in  the  South  that  works  its  men 
in  this  way.  Now,  brothers  on  the 
Georgia  Railway,  let  us  wake  up  and 
get  out  of  this  old  way  of  working  and 
come  to  the  front  and  enjoy  the  benefits 
of  our  grand  Order  like  the  members  on 
other  roads  do.  It  takes  persistent,  hard 
work  to  accomplish  any  great  good,  and 
I  believe  that  we  have  as  good  material 
on  the  Georgia  Railway  as  can  be  pro- 


duced anywhere.  I  believe  that  if  we 
will  only  stand  pat  and  be  liberal  with 
enough  money  to  bear  the  expenses  of  a 
committee  to  go  before  the  management 
and  let  them  stay  there  until  they  ac- 
complish something,  they  will  encourage 
the  members  to  still  greater  efforts. 
What  the  boys  on  the  Georgia  Railway 
should  do  is  to  get  together  and  attend 
their  lodge  meetings  and  get  in  a  position 
to  send  a  committee  up  so  that  it  will  be 
enabled  to  get  some  material  and  lasting 
benefits  for  them.  With  best  wishes,  I 
remain,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

J.  H.  H. 


Van  Couver,  B.  C. 


As  this  is  my  second  attempt  to  write 
to  the  Advocate  and  not  being  a  grad- 
uate from  Yale,  but  from  the  pick  and 
shovel,  I  will  try  to  line  this  up  if  the 
the  editor  will  be  kind  enough  to  accept 
it  and  print  it  in  the  dearold  Advocate. 
I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  we  have  not 
elected  a  journal  agent  yet.  We  had  a 
very  nice  attendance  atour  last  meeting. 
Some  of  the  members  who  were  absent 
would  find  it  difficult  to  find  an  excuse 
for  their  not  coming.  The  secretary  re- 
ported that  some  of  our  members  were 
behind  with  their  dues.  Brothers,  do 
you  not  remember  the  pledge  yon  made 
at  the  altar?  I  trust  that  you  have  not 
forgotten.  Wake  up  and  come  to  the 
meetings  and  find  out  for  yourself  what 
is  going  on,  instead  of  asking  the  follow- 
ing days  after  the  meeting,  the  brothers 
who  were  there,  what  took  place.  It  is 
no  trouble  to  get  passes  for  any  who 
want  to  attend  the  meeting. 

It  now  appears  as  though  this  i 
everything  will  boom  on  the  ra 
this  part  of  the  country,  so,  br 
is  your  duty  as  much  as  mine  to  i 
the  Brotherhood  should  grow  a|^IJ 
per  and  not  let  it  die  and  perish* 

As  the  Advocate  comes  too, 
take  the   matter  up  in  regaxd 
United  Garment  Workers  on 
Chicago,  the  writer  will  see  thatl^l 
up  before  the  next  meeting,  so  i 
bring  some  change  along  with  yoa^ 
help  the  good  cause  along.    Yours  in  B. 
L.  and  U.,  Tom  Coopbr. 
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Lodge  No.  116. 

As  it  has  been  some  time  since  I  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  Advocate  I  will  write 
a  few  lines  now  and  let  the  brothers  and 
sisters  hear  from  ns.  We  are  getting 
along^  very  nicely  at  this  time  if  we  could 
just  have  a  good  attendance  at  every 
meeting.  So,  brothers,  try  to  get  oat 
on  oor  meeting  nights  and  find  ont  what 
is  bein£^  done  in  the  lodge  and  show  to 
the  brethren  that  yoa  mean  business. 
Your  presence  in  the  lodge  room  is  help- 
ful CO  oor  officers  and  it  shows  that  you 
are  interested  in  the  welfare  of  yourself 
and  family  and  that  you  try  to  do  as  the 
good  Lord  said  we  must  do  and  that  is, 
"we  must  provide  for  the  loved  ones  at 
home"  and  I  don't  know  of  any  better 
way  we  can  do  this  than  by  paying  up 
oar  daes  promptly  and  attend  every 
meeting  vire  can  of  our  lodge.  I  know 
myself  it  nnakes  everyone  feel  more  en- 
couraged to  go  to  the  meetings  on  meet- 
ing night  a.nd  find  the  lodge  room  full  of 
the  brothers  laughing  and  talking  and 
having  a  good  time. 


Brothers,  when  we  show  to  the  world 
that  we  respect  ourselves  we  can  then 
command  an  increase  and  begin  to  climb 
the  hill  to  success. 

Our  Order  is  founded  upon  Qod  and  is 
able  to  stand  as  it  is.  The  greatest  evil 
we  have  to  fight  against  is  the  demon 
drink.  So  many  men  get  discouraged 
and  say  that  they  have  so  little  that  it  is 
no  use  trying  to  build  up  a  competency, 
so  we  will  eat  and  drink,  but  this  is  all 
wrong.  If  any  are  discouraged,  let  them 
go  to  Gkxi  for  strength  for  we  have  His 
promise  to  help  us  in  time  of  need  and 
his  word  is  true  and  steadfast.  Men  can- 
not build  on  any  foundation  that  will 
stand  unless  he  builds  on  Christ  Jesus, 
so  if  our  labor  unions  are  to  stand  and 
succeed,  God  must  uphold  them  for  us 
by  giving  us  His  strength  to  overcome 
all  obstacles.  I  do  not  see  how  any  man 
can  take  our  obligation  upon  himself  to 
keep  it  and  fail  to  be  a  better  man. 

Well,  I  will  stop  by  asking  the  editor 
to  kindly  correct  all  mistakes.  Wishing 
the  Brotherhood  and  Anxiliary  success, 
yours  in  B.  L.  and  U.,  W.  P.  L. 


SECTION  GANG.  LODGE  NO.  8.  T.  A  N.  O.  RY. 
H.  Tboxnllnson,  foreman;  Jas.  Willis.  W.  Evans.  Phil  Bruc«.  Geo.  Gray,  J.  Russell. 
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Not  seeing  any  letters  from  our  Lodge, 
No.  315,  I  thought  it  was  up  to  some  one 
to  let  you  know  that  we  are  still  alive. 
We  held  a  meeting  in  Savannah  on  the 
20th  of  January  and  it  was  well  attended. 
We  elected  a  new  set  of  officers  for  the 
year.  I  have  been  very  fortunate  to  get 
a  chance  to  go  to  nearly  all  of  our  meet- 
ings, and  I  certainly  enjoy  them.  I  also 
enjoy  reading  the  letters  from  sa  many 
of  our  brothers  far  and  near. 

I  have  always  been  a  union  man  ever 
since  I  have  been  on  a  railway.  I  have 
been  a  track  foreman  for  ten  years,  and 
I  like  track  work.  I  was  raised  on  a 
farm,  but  I  never  did  learn  to  farm  nor 
to  like  it.  It  is  said  that  everyone  has 
one  talent  gpreater  than  others,  and  I 
suppose  railroading  is  mine;  that  is,  if  I 
have  any.  I  am  not  an  expert,  but  I  can 
fix  my  track  so  that  trains  can  pass  over 
it  safely. 

Foremen  on  the  S.  A.  L.  have  a  tough 
time  in  getting  labor.  It  is  very  scarce. 
I  have  eight  miles  of  track  to  keep  up 
and  seven  switch  lamps  to  look  after  and 
am  allowed  four  men,  but  quite  often  I 
have  to  go  out  with  only  one  man.  It  is 
very  rarely  that  I  have  a  full  gang,  and  the 
men  we  get  are  very  sorry,  green  hands. 
I  am  not  the  only  one  who  complains;  it 
is  the  same  with  all  the  other  foremen. 
It  is  very  discouraging  for  a  foreman  to 
have  so  much  work  to  do  and  not  have 
the  men  to  help  him,  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, we  often  have  to  go  over  to  a 
brother's  section  and  help  him  out  so 
that  he  may  get  his  track  in  shape.  I 
am  living  in  hopes  of  the  times  getting 
better  over  here  soon.  I  like  to  work  for 
the  S.  A.  L.  I  have  worked  on  it  for 
eight  years  and  it  seems  like  home  to 
me. 

You  brothers  of  Lodge  No.  315  will  re- 
member when  Brother  Bradley  was  with 
us  at  a  meeting  in  Savannah  last  year. 
He  asked  who  would  write  a  letter  for 
the  \Advocatb,  and  two  brothers  said 
they  would.  I  have  looked  for  their  let- 
ters, but  have  not  seen  anything  from 
them.  I  think  you  would  better  get  busy 
or  you  certainly  will  forget  your  promise. 
We  can  excuse  our  secretary-treasurer. 


as  we  know  he  has  very  little  time  when 
he  gets  home  to  do  any  writing  and  he 
does  his  share  when  he  keeps  the  books 
of  the  lodge. 

I  have  two  fine  boys  and  one  sweet  lit- 
tle girl,  and  they  always  have  a  time 
when  I  come  into  the  house. 

Brother  Stokes,  I  am  glad  you  are 
back  with  us  again  helping  on  the  good 
cause.  I  know  something  about  your 
troubles  and  trials  as  an  organizer.  I 
have  seen  some  of  it  in  our  neighborhood. 
I  wonder  how  Brother  **S.  A.  P."  is  mak- 
ing it  these  days  on  the  C.  of  G.  ?  I  hope 
he  is  doing  well.  I  will  be  glad  to  hear 
from  him  some  time.  I  will  close  for 
this  time,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

H.  R.  P. 


Marion,  Va. 

It  has  been  quite  a  while  since  I  have 
seen  anything  from  the  N.  &  W.  boys, 
so  I  will  stratch  a  few  lines  myself  so 
that  you  will  all  know  that  Pulaski  lodge 
is  still  in  existence.  At  our  last  regular 
election  of  officers,  we  elected  two  jour- 
nal agents,  instead  of  one,  so  that  we 
would  be  sure  of  having  a  letter  once  in 
a  while  in  the  Advocate.  It  looks  as 
if  both  of  them  joined  the  '^League  of 
the  Seven  Sleepers,"  or  else  they  have 
gone  on  a  vacation. 

Well,  boys,  we  will  have  to  g^t  down 
to  business,  for  there  is  something  for 
each  of  us  to  do.  It  seems  to -me  that  a 
grea,t  many  of  our  brothers  think  that 
after  becoming  a  member  and  paying 
their  dues  that  is  all  that  is  expected  of 
them. 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 
Pulaski  division  not  attending  the  meet- 
ings. No  objection  has  ever  been  offered 
and  transportation  has  always  been  fur- 
nished members  to  attend  the  meetings 
when  they  are  requested.  Let  all  of  us 
wake  up  and  put  our  shoulders  to  the 
wheel  so  that  every  man  can  push  his 
part  to  make  1911  the  most  prosperous 
year  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  Attend  the 
meetings  of  your  lodg^  and  take  more 
interest  in  the  Order. 

The  last  few  meetings  of  our  lodge 
have  been  somewhat  discouraging  from 
the  point  of  attendance.     We  certainly 
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Ihink  that  there  might  have  been,  and 
should  have  been,  a  considerable  greater 
number  present.  If  any  of  you  brothers 
have  nons  working  on  your  section  and 
if  they  are  eligible  to  membership,  bring 
them  up  and  let  us  g^ive  the  old  goat  a 
chance  at  them.  H^  is  very  «hy  at  this 
time  and  is  getting  rusty,  but  I  do  not 
think  we  will  have  any  trouble.handling 
him. 

I  will  stop  now  for  this  time  and  hope 
to  see  something  from  the  journal  agents 
in  the  near  future.    Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U. , 

J.  W.  B. 


Areola,  Miss. 


I  have  just  received  my  February  Ad- 
vocate and  see  many  interesting  letters 
from  some  of  our  members  on  the  Vicks- 
burg  division  I  enjoy  reading  them  so 
much  and  hope  to  see  more  good  letters. 
I  did  not  attend  the  meeting  they  had  in 
January,  but  I  am  going  to  try  and  not 
miss  any  more  meetings,  for  it  will  not 
do  for  one  of  us  not  to  go,  because  so 
many  say,  **There  are  enough  without 
me,**  but  this  is  not  so.  The  more  we 
have,\he  better.  I  am  in  for  doing  all  I 
can  to  help  the  Order  for  it  is  one  of  the 
best  braces  the  foremen  ever  had. 

Boys,  be  sure  to  pay  up  your  dues  and 
always  be  up-to-date.  Get  in  behind  the 
scabB  and  make  them  put  some  money 
out.  When  the  raise  comes  they  will 
want  the  big  end  of  it.  I  would  rather 
be  a  poor  white  man  than  a  miserable 
scab.  If  this  don't  go  on  the  hog,  I  will 
come  again.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
Certificate  No.  17371. 


Low^sU,  Mass. 


We  held  a  special  meeting  of  of  our 
Lodge  No.  85onSuiidayFeburary26,  and 
the  lodge  room  was  filled  to  its  utmost 
capacity.  The  weather  was  fine  and  the 
members  turned  out  in  good  shape  and 
listened  to  our  program. 

We  had  for  a  headliner  a  brother  who 
is  well  known  on  every  part  of  the  road 
in  the  person  of  Brother  Jenness,  of  Con- 
cord lodge,  in  New  Hampshire.  The 
next  time  you  meet  him,  ask  him  about 
Lowell  lodge  and  he  will  tell  you  that  it 


certainly  has  a  greaC  strain  of  fighting 
blood  in  it,  and  that  everything  must  be 
right  before  it  is  settled  or  it  will  not  be 
settled  at  all.  Brother  Jenness  was  giv- 
en full  charge  of  the  meeting,  and  I  dare 
say  that  everyone  present  learned  a  few 
points  from  Brother  Jenness  on  how  to 
handle  a  meeting.  His  address  was  list- 
ened to  with  rapt  attention  and  at  its 
conclusion  hearty  thanks  in  behalf  of 
Lowell  lodge  watf  extended  to  him. 

About  the  only  ones  who  were  absent 
from  this  meeting  were  those  who  are 
back  with  their  dues,  and  I  think  it  is 
nearly  time  these  delinquents  should  step 
upon  the  carpet  and  pay  up  and  if  there 
are  any  non-members  on  our  division 
who  are  not  members  of  the  Order,  now 
is  the  time  for  them  to  get  in  line. 

We  are  going  to  try  to  build  a  double 
track  from  Lodge  No.  85  to  a  position 
in  the  Thermometer  which  appears  in 
the  Advocate.  If  we  succeed  in  our 
present  ambitions,  we  expect  to  get  run- 
ning orders  and  a  clearance,  putting  the 
other  lodges  on  the  siding  until  we  have 
passed.  This  is  to  advise  all  lodges  who 
are  now  on  the  Thermometer  to  watch 
our  smoke.  We  have  the  right-of-way 
surveyed,  and  expect  to  have  the  grading 
done  soon  and  the  track  laid.  Just  watch 
us  growl  Journal  Aoe^t. 


Madison  Lodge  No.  4. 

As  I  have  not  seen  any  letters  from  the 
Georgia  Railway  since  my  last  one  ap- 
peared some  time  ago,  I  will  write  again. 
You  will  have  to  get  busy.  Brother  Jour- 
nal Agent,  it  is  time  we  were  hearing 
something  from  you.  I  wish  that  I  could 
write  as  well  as  some  of  the  other  boys 
of  our  lodge.  I  would  try  to  have  a 
letter  in  every  issue  of  the  journal,  and 
yet  these  brothers  never  attempt  to  write 
a  scratch.  I  think  there  could  be  a  lot 
of  good  done  in  the  way  of  organizing 
through  the  journal.  If  every  member 
would  write  a  letter  occasionally  during 
the  year  1911, 1  believe  that  our  member- 
ship could  be  greatly  increased. 

There  are  some  members  of  our  Order, 
who  I  am  sorry  to  say,  need  a  lot  of  coax- 
ing and  persuading  to  keep  them  any- 
where about  the  line.    I  was  somewhat 
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like  many  of  these  I  speak  of,  myself,  be- 
fore I  joined  the  Order.  I  heard  a  fore- 
man say,  once,  who  was, not  a  member 
of  the  Order,  that  there  was  not  any 
need  of  his  joining  the  Brotherhood,  be- 
cause every  time  the  union-men  got  an 
increase  in  their  salary,  he  did  too,  and 
I  had  about  sized  the  thing  up  that  way 
myself,  but  after  I  began  to  come  in  con- 
tact with  the  boys  and  especially  with 
Bro.  A.  B.  Brownlow,  he  began  to  rag 
me  about  joining  the  Brotherhood,  and 
I  would  promise  to  be  on  hand  next 
meeting  but  always  failed  to  go  and 
Brother  Brownlow  would  get  on  the  skin 
of  my  neck  again  the  next  time  we  met, 
so  I  decided  at  last  that  it  would  be  best 
for  me  to  join  the  Order  and  after  I  was 
initiated  my  eyes  were  opened  to  my 
duty  and  I  have  been  a  member  in  good 
standing  ever  since.  I  have  only  missed 
going  to  the  lodge  meetings  twice  in  four 
years,  and  I  hope  that  every  member  of 
our  lodge  will  attend  the  meetings  as 
often  as  is  possible  and  everyone  grab 
the  handhold  and  pull  together  for  the 
up-building  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
With  best  wishes  to  all  concerned,  I 
Certificate  No.  66164. 


Alfred  Station,  C.  P.  Ry. 

I  hope  the  editor  will  give  me  a  little 
corner  in  the  Advocate,  and,  as  this  is 
my  first  letter  I  will  try  to  make  it  as 
short  as  possible.  I  am  section  foreman 
on  the  C.  P.  R.  and  also  belong  to  the  I. 
B.  M.  W.  E.  I  did  not  attend  the  last 
meeting  because  I  did  not  get  my  pass 
and  the  road  master  did  not  like  for  me 
to  leave  the  section  on  account  of  the 
storm.  I  am  very  sorry  I  could  not  at- 
tend as  two  of  my  men  were  to  join  the 
Order  at  that  time.  They  will  now  do 
so  this  month,  and  I  hope  we  will  get 
our  passes  for  the  next  meeting. 

I  would  like  to  try  and  induce  some  of 
the  brothers  who  have  not  gotten  insur- 
ance certificates  to  do  so.  It  is  time  to 
get  one.  Now,  brother  foremen,  wake 
up  and  get  your  men  into  the  organiza- 
tion. Every  one  should  be  insured.  It 
is  certainly  a  good  thing  and  in  case  any- 
thing happens  you,  those  you  leave  be- 
hind will  not  be  dependent  upon  charity. 


You  know  we  are  exposed  every  day  to 
all  kinds  of  danger  in  our  work. 

I  hold  a  certificate  for  |1,OCO.  There 
are  three  classes  of  certificates,  |250, 
$600  and  $1,000,  so  you  can  take  your 
choice  as  to  which  class  yon  will  have 
your  certificate  in. , 

As  this,  is  my  first  call  to  my  friends 
and  brothers  on  the  M.  &  O.  division 
until  we  meet  at  the  lodge,  when  I  will 
be  pleased  to  explain  to  yon  all  about  iu 
I  will  close  for  this  time,  and  if  my  letter 
misses  the  basket  I  will  come  again. 

Wishing  all  members  great  success, 
and  hoping  that  all  will  give  their  con- 
sideration to  the  insurance  department 
of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.,  I  remain,  sincere- 
ly yours,         Certificate  No.  ▲20658. 


c,  c.  o  o. 


As  we  do  not  hear  from  our  journal 
agent  through  the  Advocate,  I  will  try 
to  tell  the  brothers  of  our  meeting  on 
March  5.  From  various  causes  the  at- 
tendance was  not  as  large  as  it  should 
have  been.  We  had  two  very  welcome 
visitors — ^Vice-President  W.  S.  Powell 
and  Organizer  H.  B.  Stokes — and  after 
the  business  of  the  lodge  was  over  and 
we  had  initiated  two  new  members. 
Brother  Stokes  took  the  floor  and  talked 
to  us  for  about  forty  minutes.  Brother 
Powell  afterward  addressed  the  meeting 
at  some  leng^,  but  both  gave  us  good, 
instructive  talks  which  were  highly  ap- 
preciated by  the  members.  We  after- 
wards turned  our  meeting  into  an  old- 
fashioned  experience  meeting,  which 
was  very  interesting,  indeed,  and  at  iu 
conclusion  every  one  present  left,  feeling 
pleased  with  results  and  that  he  had 
been  present.  The  members  on  the  C, 
C.  &  O.  who  missed  this  treat  will  re- 
gret  it  very  much,  and  I  would  strongly 
advise  every  member  to  come  out  to  our 
next  meeting  and  I  am  sure  you  will  not 
regret  it,  as  we  expect  to  have  some 
important  business  transacted  which 
every  one  should  have  a  hand  in.  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  give  yon  an  outline  of  our 
agreement  in  my  next  letter.  Wishing 
the  Brotherhood  every  success,  I  remain, 
yours  in  B.  L.  and  IT., 

Cebtificatb  No,  10367. 
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Dauphin,  Man. 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
members  of  Si f  ton  Lodge  No.  379  to  the 
fact  that  the  hour  of  oar  meetings  has 
been  changed  from  two  o'clock  to  four 
o'clock  every  third  Sunday  in  the  month, 
and  would  like  to  see  all  the  members 
who  can  torn  out,  come  to  the  meeting. 
We  have  been  having  some  excellent 
meetings  and  would  like  all  the  members 
to  come  out  and  enjoy  them.  Don't 
forget  to  send  in  your  dues  so  that  we 
may  keep  things  humming  on  the  C.  N. 
By.  I  have  been  asked  by  a  number  of 
our  members  about  the  schedule.  Our 
general  chairman  advised  that  as  soon 
as  he  receives  word  about  the  award  he 
will  let  every  member  know.  I  trust 
that  good  news  will  reach  us  within  a 
short  time.  Wishing  each  and  every 
member  of  Sifton  Lodge  No.  379  much 
socoess,  I  am,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


What  is  Christianity. 

The  difference  of  opinion  among  men 
with  regard  to  the  nature  of  Christianity 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  it  has  to  do  with 
life,  and  with  men.  And  as  life  expands 
oar  conception  of -all  related  subjects 
changes.  We  do  not  believe  about  any- 
thing just  what  we  believed  about  it  ten 
years  ago — ^provided  that  we  are  living 
and  growing.  A  row  of  fence  posts 
placed  alongside  the  road  will  remain 
the  same  for  many  years,  or,  until  they 
rot.  But  a  row  of  trees  planted  in  the 
same  place  will  grow,  and  hence  change, 
every  day,  because  they  are  living. 

The  fact,  therefore,  that  men's  opin- 
ions concerning  Christianity  undergo  a 
change  is  nothing  against  it.  It  is  rath- 
er ih  favor  of  Christianity  and  in  favor 
of  the  men  whose  minds  are  expanding. 
For  while  the  fundamental  basis  of 
Christianity  must  always  remain  the 
same,  and  while  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  men's  characters  are  eternal,  both 
are  capable  of  infinite  expansion.  They 
cannot  be  limited  to  the  ecclesiastical 
terminology  of  the  theologian  in  the  one 
case,  nor  to  a  narrow  interpretation  of 
life  in  the  other. 


Our  conception  of  Christianity  depends 
largely  upon  our  peculiar  natures  or  our 
previous  environment.  To  the  Russian 
Jew,  Christianity  means  the  brutality  of 
Kieff  or  KisheniefF.  To  others  it  means 
the  Catholicism  of  South  America  or  of 
some  half -enlightened  European  country. 
To  still  others  it  means  the  Protestan- 
ism  of  a  former  generation  or  even  the 
monstrosities  that  have  grown  round 
about  it  in  our  own  day.  But  these  are 
not  fair  illustrations  of  any  of  the  church- 
es or  denominations  involved.  Organ- 
ized labor  demands  that  it  shall  be  judged 
not  by  its  worst  characteristics,  but  by 
its  best  hopes  and  aspirations.  By  the 
same  token,  the  church  must  be  judged 
not  by  it  weakest  but  by  its^best  output. 
But  we  are  discussing  not  the  church, 
but  Christianity.  We  are  quite  ready  to 
confess  that  the  church  has  not  always 
truly  represented  Christianity. 

Neither  is  * 'religion"  Christianity. 
Some  men  are  very  religious;  but  they 
are  not  very  good  Christians.  You  have 
heard  of  men  who  have  become  insane 
because  they  had  too  much  religion,  but 
you  never  heard  of  a  man  who  became 
insane  because  he  had  too  much  Christ- 
ianity.  Christianity  is  not  a  scheme  to 
increase  the  population  of  heaven,  lib 
cardinal  principle  is  that  given  by  its 
founder:  **He  that  saveth  his  life  shall 
lose  it,  and  he  that  loseth  his  life  (for 
the  sake  of  his  fellowmen),  shall  find  it." 
It's  purpose  is  not  to  get  to  heaven,  but 
to  bring  heaven  down  to  earth.  Princi- 
pally, then,  Christianity  is  a  character 
and  a  life — the  possession  and  the  mani- 
festation of  the  life  and  the  spirit  of 
Christ.  Not  essentially  the  life  of  the 
monk,  or  the  **Phari8ee,*'  or  the  stoic, 
or  the  * 'Puritans" —these  may  all  be 
Christian  in  a  very  important  sense,  but 
they  are  abnormal.  The  healthy  Christ- 
ian life  is  lived  in  the  world  among  men 
and  is  interested  in  their  everyday  affairs. 
It  is  lived  at  the  primary  and  in  the  labor 
union.  It  is  lived  in  the  shop  and  in  the 
office.  There  is  nothing  which  comers 
the  well-being  of  men  which  can  be 
alien  to  the  Christian  life.  It  does  not 
involve  a  belief  in  an  impossible  dogma. 
It  does  not  demand  an  absolute  accept- 
ance of  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible.     It 
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asks  merely  tliat  the  man  who  wishes  to 
become  a  Christian  shall  bring  his  life 
into  conformity  with  the  life  and  the 
purpose  of  Christ,  and  that  he  shall  ac- 
cept Christ  as  the  governing  power  of 
his  life,  helping  to  carry  out  His  will  and 
plan  for  the  redemption  of  the  world. 

Such  an  appeal  must  seem  reasonable 
to  any  right  thinking  man.  Unless  he 
has  a  better  program,  why  may  he  not 
accept  that  offered  by  Christianity? 

Rev.  Charles  Stelzle. 


Clifton  Force  Lodge  No.  116. 

The  Advocate  arrived  in  good  season 
last  month,  but  what  is  the  matter  with 
the  boys  on  the  Clifton  Forge  division? 
What  do  they  want  us  to  do?  You  surely 
cannot  expect  one  set  of  men  to  do  all 
the  work  without  any  assistance  from 
the  others.  You  brothers  who  are  in 
the  rear,  come  up  to  the  front.  It  is 
time  for  our  committee  to  do  their  part 
now,  but  if  there  is  nobody  behind  them 
to  assist  them  in  the  work  they  are  to 
do,  they  will  be  sent  back  home.  Now, 
brothers,  we  don't  want  our  committee 
to  have  to  take  a  back  seat  and  have 
nothing  to  say.  Let  every  member  of 
the  organization  do  his  whole  duty  at 
this  time,  secure  the  application  of  every 
non  and  get  into  the  front  rank  so  that 
we  can  all  join  hands  and  say,  ''I  am  a 
good,  honest  union  man."  I  will  close 
for  this  time,  hoping  that  this  will  not 
miss  the  Advocate.  I  will  come  again. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U.,      W.  C.  Davis. 


Adairsville,  Ga, 


I  thought  I  would  make  another  at- 
tempt to  write  to  the  Advocate  as  I  ^aw 
my  last  letter  in  print.  It  is  raining 
here  now,  and  has  been  for  the  last  two 
days. 

Perhaps  some  of  the  readers  would  like 
to  know  what  is  raised  in  this  section  of 
the  country.  We  raise  cotton,  corn, 
wheat,  Irish  and  sweet  potatoes,  cab- 
bage, collards,  and  sorghum  cane.  There 
is  a  right  smart  of  cane  raised  here.  I 
would  like  to  hear  from  some  of  the  read- 
ers and  know  what  they  raise.  The  cli- 
mate here  is  not  what  the  northern  states 


would  call  cold,  but  we  think  it  is  right 
cold.  If  you  don't  think  that  I  am  tak- 
ing too  much  privilege,  as  I  am  only  13 
years  old,  I  don't  think  that  the  Brother- 
hood men  are  doing  enough  while  the 
organizers  are  out  all  the  time  trying  to 
better  their  conditions.  There  are  a  good 
many  who  will  come  in  at  once,  but  some 
will  not  heed  the  call. 

Well  I  will  change  the  subject  a  litUe, 
How  do  you  like  horseback  riding,  hunt- 
ing, skating,  base  ball  and  foot  ball? 
They  are  all  fine  sports.  I  like  to  hnnt 
and  fish  fine.  The  boys  play  base  ball 
here  nearly  all  through  the  winter  and  I 
played  with  them  until  about  two  weeks 
ago,  when  I  got  my  shoulder  knocked 
out  of  place.  We  have  a  right  nice  little 
ball  ground  to  play  on.  Our  school 
house  is  a  three  and  one  have  story 
brick  building.  There  are  seven  teachers 
and  about  two  hundred  pupils.  I  would 
like  to  exchange  postcards  with  some  of 
the  boys  and  girls.  As  this  is  my  second 
attempt  to  write  a  letter  to  the  journal  I 
will  make  it  short. 

John  William  Stokes, 
Box  295. 


Dothan,  W.  Va. 

As  I  have  never  written  anything  for 
the  dear  old  Advocate,  I  thought  I 
would  like  to  write  a  few  lines  now.  I 
have  been  working  on  the  Va.  By.  about 
twenty-five  months.  I  joined  the  Broth- 
erhood on  April  23,  1909  and  am  ready  to 
help  fight  the  battle  for  the  right. 

This  was  my  first  railroading  when  I 
came  here  to  a  little  place  called  Dotban. 
I  came  here  on  June  6,  1908,  but  I  qait 
railroading  for  awhile.  I  have  been  here 
long  enough,  now,  to  know  that  ^e 
union  is  a  strong  protection,  and  all  that 
the  workingman  has  to  support  him. 

I  hope  that  all  the  members  who  may 
be  behind  with  their  dues  and  assess- 
ments will  pay  them  up  at  once  so  tliat 
we  can  get  to  work.  We  want  to  do 
some  business  this  year.  If  other  people 
can  do  business  and  receive  increases  in 
pay  and  better  conditions,  we  should  be 
able  to  do  likewise.  We  must  not  be  in 
the  same  position  as  the  old  woman, 
when  she  killed  the  bear,   the  old  man 
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came  down  the  stairs  and  looking  around 
said,  '*look  what  we  have  done."  We 
have  organized  on  the  Va.  Ry.  and  have 
done  the  hard  work.  After  we  have  se- 
.  cured  results,  the  backslider  will  be  like 
the  old  man  coming  around  to  the  front 
and  exclaiming,  'iook  what  we  have 
done."  The  backslider  is  the  man  who 
gets  scared  and  drops  out.  He  lacks  the 
backbone.  He  is  like  the  apple  which 
drops  from  the  tree  before  it  is  ripe. 
Let's  all  get  together  as  quickly  as  possi- 
ble so  that  we  may  secure  results  for  the 
work  that  has  been  done.  Lei's  forget 
all  our  differences  and  work  together 
hand  in  hand.     Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

J.  D.  B. 

Bear  CreeK*  Ala. 

I  have  oft  times  tflought  of  writing  a 
letter  for  publication  and  now  I  hope 
that  this  will  miss  the  waste  basket.  I 
am  a  section  foreman  on  the  North  Ala- 
bama road  and  am  a  Brotherhood  man. 
I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Order  for 
two  years  and  I  certainly  appreciate  the 
organization  and  think  it  is  a  g^and  Or- 
der. I  have  one  son  and  he  is  a  Broth- 
erhood man  and  a  section  foreman.  I 
also  have  one  brother  and  two  nephews 
who  are  all  section  foremen  and  all  be- 
long to  the  same  Order. 

There  are  but  two  or  three  men  on  our 
li vision  who  are  not  members  in  good 
standing.  We  do  not  like  a  scab  down 
lere.  I  attended  the  meeting  of  my 
odge  last  Sunday  and  we  had  a  large 
gathering  and  a  good  meeting.  We  ini- 
iated  three  new  members.  The  ladies 
»n  this  division  are  doing  well  and  we 
^re  usin^  every  effort  to  help  them  do 
«tter  in  the  future.  I  will  close  for  this 
ime.  With  kind  regards  and  best  wish- 
s  to  the  Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary,  I 
pmain,  J.  O.  K. 


Bell  Spring,  Va. 


I  am  fifoing  to  try  to  write  a  few  words 
>r  the  Advocate  for  the  first  time  and 
hope  the  editor  will  not  throw  it  in  the 
isket,  for  if  I  am  fortunate  enough  to 
>e  this  in  the  Advocate,  I  will  try  again, 
'ell,  boys,  it  is  time  for  us  to  pay  up 
ir  dnes  and  be  in  good  standing.    I  have 


been  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood  for 
five  years  and  I  have  never  been  behind 
with  my  dues  yet  and  I  hope  every  mem- 
ber will  pay  up  for  1911  and  get  on  a 
solid  footing  again. 

I  work  on  the  branch  gang  No.  1. 
Some  of  the  boys  have  paid  up  fo  1911 
and  I  hope  to  see  all  of  them  in  the  front 
ranks  before  long.  We  had  our  general 
chairman  with  us  a  few  days  ago  and 
were  glad  to  see  him  and  to  hear  the 
good  news  from  the  different  parts  of 
the  system.  I  would  like  to  see  Bedford 
division  come  up  to  the  front.  I  am 
afraid  it  has  been  lagging  behind  for 
some  time,  but  I  hope  before  July  5 
comes  along  every  employe  on  that  di- 
vision will  have  placed  himself  solid  in 
the  Brotherhood.  There  is  no  time  like 
the  present,  so  let  us  get  busy  and  work 
together  and  see  what  we  can  do  to  make 
this  year  the  best  of  all.  I  guess  I  would 
better  close  for  this  time,  wishing  our 
Brotherhood  and  its  members  all  success 
and  good  luck,  I  am,  yours  truly, 

A.  J.  F. 


Stony  Bottem,  W.  Va., 

As  I  did  not  see  anything  in  our  last 
Advocate  from  the  Greenbrier  branch 
of  the  C.  &  O.,  I  thought  I  would  write 
a  few  lines.  1  was  at  onr  last  meeting 
and  we  had  a  very  good  turn-out.  We 
also  had  two  for  the  goat.  Our  branch 
is  102  miles  long,  and  I  think  we  have 
but  one  foreman  who  is  not  in  good 
standing;  also  the  majority  of  the  labor- 
ers are  in  good  standing.  Can  any  other 
branch  beat  that  record. 

I  noticed  that  Bro.  Jas.  Brumfleld  has 
his  shape  and  gang  in  our  Advocate. 
Come  again,  Jim.  You  look  just  like 
you  used  to  when  we  worked  together 
on  the  C.  &  O.  We  are  doing  very  well 
on  our  branch.  The  members  all  seem 
to  be  interested  in  our  noble  Order.  Our 
officers  are  very  kind  in  allowing  us 
to  attend  our  lodge  meetings.  I  hope 
that  all  the  members  on  the  C.  &  O.  will 
help  push  our  noble  Order  along  and  try 
to  get  the  laborers  as  well  as  foremen  to 
come  in.  If  I  see  this  in  the  Advocate, 
I  will  be  encouraged  to  come  again. 
Yours  in  B.,  L.  and  U.,  C.  P.  A. 
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Bangor,  Me. 


Penobscot  Lodge  No  334  held  its  regu- 
lar meeting  on  February  6.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  lodge  was  disposed  of  as 
quickly  as  possible  and  the  hall  was  then 
turned  over  to  Cora  B.  Smith,  our  wor- 
thy and  able  grand  president  of  the  La- 
dies' Auxiliary  with  twelve  charter  mem- 
bers and  the  following  officers  were  elect- 
ed for  the  year  1911:  President,  Mrs. 
John  Hashey,  Jr. ;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Hy.  3anway;  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Bren- 
nan;  Ch«,peron,  Mrs.  Florence  Kenny; 
escort,  Mrs.  C.  I.  Merrill. 

The  ladies  will  hold  their  meetings  on 
the  same  night  as  the  L  B.  M.  W.  E. 
hold  theirs,  which  is  the  first  Monday  of 
each  month.  Don't  forget,  and  turn  out 
to  these  meetings.  What  has  become 
of  the  boys  around  Bangor?  Have  they 
gone  back  on  the  Order  that  has  done  so 
much  for  them  and  will  do  more  in  the 
future  if  they  will  only  put  forth  a  hand 
to  help  themselves. 

We  missed  Brother  Grass  last  meeting, 
also  a  number  of  the  other  old-timers. 
We  are  always  glad  to  have  them  with 
us.  Must  stop  for  this  time  so  as  to  be 
in  time  for  the  March  Advocate. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal  Agent. 


Canton*  Me. 

As  I  was  elected  journal  agent  for 
Lodge  No.  307,  it  is  about  time  that  I 
wrote  a  few  lines  for  the  Advocate.  We 
had  a  fairly  good  attendance  at  our  meet- 
ing on  Feburary  18th.  Why  is  it  that  we 
do  not  have  at  least  a  majority  of  our 
total  membership  at  each  of  our  lodge 
meetings?  Brothers,  it  is  up  to  you  to 
wake  up  those  who  have  not  paid  their 
dues  for  the  current  term.  If  you  expect 
to  obtain  results,  you  will  have  to  pay 
up  like  men  and  do  your  best  to  convert 
the  nons  with  whom  you  are  acquainted, 
and  if  every  member  of  the  lodge  will 
make  this  a  personal  matter,  I  am  cer- 
tain we  will  succeed  better.  We  can  all 
work  and  keep  our  track  up  in  good 
shape  for  if  we  did  not  we  would  not  be 
retained  in  the  service.  Now  we  can 
better  our  conditions  on  this  road  if  we 


will  only  make  an  attempt  and  get  to- 
gether. How  do  you  expect  to  gain  bet- 
ter conditions  or  improvements  if  some 
effort  is  not  made  by  yourselves  to  help, 
or  do  you  expect  that  the  other  fellow  is 
going  to  do  it  for  you  all  the  time?  Our 
next  meeting  will  be  on  April  29th  at 
Canton,  and  I  hope  that  all  of  those  who 
were  absent  at  our  last  meeting  will  be 
present  at  this  one.  With  best  wishes,  I 
remain,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal,  Agent. 


HenniRer,  N.  H. 


This  is  my  first  attempt  to  write  to  the 
Advocate.  My  papa  has  been  a  section 
foreman  for  six  years.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.^E.  I  am  12  years 
old  but  cannot  go  to  school  as  other  boys 
and  girls  do,  as  I  am  not  strong^  enough. 
I  have  two  brothers  and  two  sisters.  I 
would  like  to  exchange  post  cards  with 
any  of  the  Advocate  readers. 

Vendkl  a.  Spauldino. 
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Winnipeg,  Man. 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  I  wrote 
a  letter  for  the  Advocate  and  as  I  do 
not  see  many  letters  from  the  members 
of  Lodge  No.  207  I  have  made  np  my 
mind  to  make  a  few  hamble  remarks, 
bnt  I  must  confess  I  am  a  poor  writer; 
this  accoante  for  my  not  writing  of  tener. 
I  know  that  there  are  a  number  of  ab<e 
writers  in  oar  lodge  who  could  give  us 
interesting  reading  and  food  for  thonght, 
bat  for  some  reason  unknown  to  me  they 
remain  dumb. 

I  have  read  letters  in  our  local  news- 
papers from  members  of  this  lodge  and 
I  think  that  when  a  man  or  member  is 
capable  of  entering  his  few  remarks  in 
some  of  our  large  daily  newspapers  there 
should  be  no  excuse  for  them  in  passing 
np  the  pages  of  our  humble  Journal. 

Now,  come  along  brothers,  let  us  hear 
from  you.  I  know  it  is  in  you  Forget 
the  past  and  look  forward  to  the  future. 
All  hail  to  the  good  old  writers  who  are 
continually  striving  to  spread  the  good 
tidings  and  are  keeping  the  pages  of  our 
journal  full  of  interesting  reading.  May 
they  never  grow  old. 

When  I  pick  up  the  Advocatb  and 
read  the  many  letters  from  all  over  this 
vast  continent  of  North  America,  from 
the  tropic  to  the  arctic  zones,  from  the 
balmy  slopes  of  the  Pacific  to  the  rocky 
shores  of  the  Atlantic,  I  feel  elated  to 
think  that  we  are  brought  so  close  to- 
gether by  the  ties  of  fraternity.  We 
have  a  grand  organization  built  up  and 
it  ia  up  to  every  member  to  create  in* 
terest  and  strengthen  it  until  it  becomes 
as  solid  as  the  rock  of  Gibraltar. 

We  must  remember  that  it  took  time 
and  endurance  to  get  it  as  we  have  it 
now.  It  had  many  hard  knocks  from 
ite  infancy,  but  like  a  child,  those  knocks 
oatf  hardened  it  for  the  battles  of  life, 
§gm  It  lived  and  prospered  through  them 
aS»  I'haveseenit  here  in  Canada  rise 
jj^Ofloinly  with  great  expectation  ahead 
«tlftlrat  to  crumble  in  a  few  years  with 
ttthopoB  seemingly  lost,  but  through  the 
iMlp  of  its  good  benefactors  it  was  raised 
s§^ain  to  renewed  life.  These  benefac- 
tors were  men  with  grim  determination. 
This  blow  did  not  discourage  them  the 


least  bit.  They  started  over  again  and 
left  nothing  undone  until  we  became 
strong  enough  to  demand  a  schedule  and 
recogpiition.  This  we  won  after  a  hard 
and  long  struggle  and  we  are  now  in  a 
position  to  demand  a  square  deal.  This 
alone  is  a  gprand  thing. 

I  have  listened  to  members  picking  fault 
in  our  Order  who  had  only  been  in  about 
six  or  eight  months,  and  I  have  seen 
some  drop  out  of  the  ranks  because  they 
imagined  that  they  were  not  getting  a 
fair  show  with  the  company  and  they 
kicked  on  the  union  for  not  helping  them, 
when  in  reality  the  fault  was  with  them- 
selves and  not  in  the  union  as  they  sup- 
posed it  to  be.  Our  union^  is  always 
ready  and  willing  to  assist  a  brother  in 
good  standing  and  to  fight  for  his  rights. 
This  is  our  principle.  I  will  conclude  by 
the  following  verses  from  that  eloquent 
writer,  Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox: 

Don't  look  for  flaws  as  yon  so  thronsh  life; 

And  even  when  you  find  them, 
y^      It  is  wise  and  kind  to  be  somewhat  blind. 

And  to  look  for  the  \irtae8  behind  them. 
For  the  clondiest  night  has  a  hint  of  light. 

Homewhere  in  the  shadows  hiding; 
It  is  better  far  to  hunt  for  a  star 

Than  the  spots  on  the  snn  abiding. 
The  corrent  of  life  runs  ever  away. 

To  the  bosom  of  Ood's  great  ocean: 
Don't  set  yonr  face  'gainst  the  river's  coarse 

And  think  to  alter  its  motion! 

Don't  waste  a  corse  on  the  Universe; 

Remember  it  lived  before  yon. 
Don't  butt  at  a  storm  with  your  pnny  form; 

Bat  bend  and  let  it  pass  o'er  yoa. 

The  world  will  never  adjnst  itself 

To  salt  oar  whims  to  the  letter; 
Some  things  mast  go  wrong  yoar  whole  life  long; 

And  the  sooner  yoa  know  it  the  better. 
It  is  folly  to  fight  with  tlie  Infinite, 

And  go  under  at  last  in  the  wrestle; 
The  wiser  man  shapes  into  God's  plan 

As  water  shapes  into  a  vessel. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U.,       D.  Barry. 


London  Lodge  No,  195, 

The  above  lodge  held  their  first  annual 
smoker  on  the  evening  of  February  23, 
and  for  the  first  affair  of  this  kind  held 
by  this  lodge,  it  was  a  decided  success. 
The  evening  was  spent,  first,  in  a  euchre 
contest  for  the  championship  of  the 
world  between  the  bridge  and  building 
department  and  the  trackmen,  which 
was  won  by  the  trackmen.  Then  came 
the  supper,  in  which  sixty  brothers,  also 
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Mr.  T.  O'Hara,  bridge  and  building 
master,  Mr.  P.  Coakley,  roadmaster, 
Mr.  O.  Parker,  interlocking  inspector, 
Montreal,  and  several  others  sat  down 
to  a  sumptuous  repast,  which  also  in- 
cluded a  very  lengthy  toast  list,  inter- 
woven with  both  vocal  and  instrumental 
numbers.  The  toast  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W. 
E.  was  responded  to  in  a  splendid  man- 
ner by  Bro.  D.  Campbell,  as  was  also 
the  toast  to  the  First  Aid  to  the  Injured 
responded  to  by  Bro.  A.  Taylor.  The 
feature  of  the  evening  were  the  **Hono- 
lula  Skirt  Dancers.''  Bros.  W.  Burrell 
and  C.  Hopkins.  The  smoker  broke  up 
at  12  p.  m.,  after  singing  the  national 
anthem,  all  being  highly  pleased  and 
feeling  assured  that  affairs  of  this  kind 
would  lend  in  a  great  measure  to  increase 
our  membership.  D.  H.  Walsh, 

Secretary. 


Clyboum  Lodge  No.  246, 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  call  to  his  heavenly  home  our 
esteemed  brother,  Walter  Nelson,  and 

Whereas,  We  have  lost  a  devoted 
brother  and  his  family  a  beloved  son; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
for  the  next  thirty  days  in  memory  of 
our  chaplin  and  brother,  Walter  Nelson. 

Thoa  art  gone  to  the  grave,  bat  we  will  not  deplore  thee, 
Thotigh  sorrow  and  darkness  encompass  the  tomb— 

Thy  Savior  has  pass'd  through  iu  portals  before  thee. 
And  the  lamp  of  his  love  is  thy  gnide  throngh  the 
gloom. 

Thon  art  gone  to  the  grave,  bat  we  will  not  deplore  thee. 
Whose  God  was  thy  ransom,  thy  guardian  and  gnide, 

He  gave  thee,  He  took  thee  and  He  will  restore  thee, 
And  Death  has  no  sting,  for  the  Savior  has  died. 

Robert  Kelly,  Sec'y. 


Gordonaville,  Va. 


It  has  been  quite  awhile  since  I  wrote 
a  letter  for  publication,  so  I  thought  I 
would  try  my  hand  again.  It  looks  like 
the  boys  on  the  C.  &  O.  are  on  a  strike, 
as  I  never  see  any  letters  in  the  Advo- 
cate from  them.  Boys,  don't  stand 
back,  but  come  to  the  front  with  your 
letters.  If  you  will  look  correctly  into 
this  thing,  you  will  find  that  we  have  a 
big  undertaking  before  us  and  we  cannot 


afford  to  let  this  union  of  ours  fall  back. 
If  we  do,  we  are  gone  for  good.  Before 
we  had  any  union  here  on  the  C.  &  0., 
our  wages  were  $40  per  month,  with  no 
overtime.  Now  we  get  f60  per  month, 
with  33  cents  per  hour  for  all  overtime. 
Don't  yon  think,  brothers,  that  it  pays 
to  organize?  Any  of  you  who  have  not 
paid  your  dues  for  the  current  half  year, 
for  goodness  sake  do  so  at  once  and  get 
an  up-to-date  card.  Be  a  man,  and  I 
hope  some  day  we  may  be  able  to  freeie 
out  all  of  the  none,  as  they  are  not 
worth  fooling  with. 

If  nothing  happens,  about  the  middle 
of  the  month  I  am  going  to  Richmond 
to  join  the  local  lodge.  I  have  been 
making  my  remittance  to  Grand  Lodge 
for  seven  years,  ever  since  I  left  the 
Mountain  division  of  the  C.  &  O.,  but  I 
will  go  down  this  month  and  help  the 
boys  down  there  to  roll  its  all-powerful 
wheel,  already  started,  and,  boys,  we 
have  not  only  started  it,  but  we  have  it 
/  going. 

Our  general  chairman  paid  us  a  visit  a 
short  time  ago  and  spent  the  night  with 
me.  We  are  always  glad  to  see  him 
come,  and  I  hope  he  will  come  again 
soon,  for  he  will  find  a  hearty  welcome 
whenever  he  may  come. 

It  has  been  very  hard  railroading  here 
this  winter  for  three  months  now.  I 
have  been  keeping  seven  miles  of  main 
line  and  three  miles  of  yard,  with  only 
three  men  and  a  track  walker,  and  t^e 
C.  Sl  O.  is  doing  a  big  business,  both 
passenger  and  freight.  I  hope  that  some 
day  there  will  be  a  federal  and  a  state 
law  compelling  all  railroad  companies 
to  furnish  at  least  one  man  to  each  mile 
of  main  line  they  operate.  Then  tracks 
can  be  kept  in  apple-pie  order,  and  not 
until  then.  I  find  it  mighty  bard  for  a 
man  to  take  only  one  hundred  days  to 
keep  up  ten  miles  of  track  where  trains 
are  running  over  it  night  and  day,  and 
these  trains  and  engines  are  the  heaviest 
that  America  can  afford. 

I  wonder  how  my  old  friend  at  the 
17th  street  yard  is  getting  along  since 
he  got  that  $15?  All  things  come  to  him 
who  waits,  and  I  know  it  came  in  good 
with  you.  I  will  be  down  to  see  yoa 
soon,  if  nothing  happens  to  prevent. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


261 


Well,  I  guess  the  editor  will  get  tired 
of  this  letter,  bat,  as  the  old  saying  goes, 
I  will  make  him  glad  twice— glad  to  see 
me  start  and  glad  to  see  me  go. 

Now,  boys  in  the  North,  West  and 
Soath,  if  yoo  all  don't  come  to  the  front 
we  old  boys  down  East  will  fail  to  pry 
the  son  ap,  and  then  yon  all  won't  know 
what  to  think.  I  hope  some  one  on  the 
0.  &  O.  will  write,  for  it  looks  like  t^e 
bojrs  and  girls  on  the  C.  &  O.  are  mighty 
oold.  Well,  I  must  close,  by  wishing  all 
the  Advocate  readers  much  success. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U.,  J.  F.  K. 


The  Organiser  and  the  Scab. 

The  organizer  goes  along  down  the 
track  to  where  the  section  foreman  is 
picking  up  some  joints,  and  after  mutual 
greetings  are  exchanged,  the  organizer 
tells  his  business  and  invites  the  fore- 
man to  come  into  the  International 
Brotherhood  of  Maintenance  -  of  -  Way 
Bmployes. 

The  foreman  tells  him  he  will  come  in 
if  all  of  the  other  men  who  are  eligible 
on  the  system  will  come  in.  Well,  said 
the  organizer,  if  our  grand  dads  had 
hang  back  when  the  English  systemat- 
ically taxed  them  to  the  brink  of  starva- 
tion, each  telling  the  agitator  he  would 
wait  until  all  the  rest  of  the  Colonists 
lined  up  to  fight,  and  then  he  would  line 
np  and  fight,  if  all  had,  in  other  words 
been  scabs,  don't  you  know  you  and  I 
and  all  of  us  would  now  be  under  the 
English  rule  with  a  hundred  garrisons 
ftrowning  over  our  beloved  land,  the  same 
as  India  with  her  three  hundred  millions 
of  slaves. 

Yes,  my  friends,  labor  unions  are  as 
necessary  today  as  Washington's  army 
was  in  the  dark  days  of  Bunker  Hill  and 
Brandy  wine.  It  took  our  dads  seven 
years  of  suffering,  bordering  on  despair 
before  the  English  recogpiized  them  as 
humans  and  gave  them  a  schedule  and 
a  contract.  Their  contract  was  bought 
with  blood  and  tears,  but  it  is  worth  the 
price  to  them.  Without  the  contract 
there  would  be  no  land  of  the  free  and 
home  of  the  brave  for  us.  Our  dads 
fought  the  English  back  from  this  our 
beloved  land,  and  we   must  fight  the 


heartless  .  corporations  back  from  our 
humble  homes;  not  with  dynamite,  my 
friends,  but  with  systematic  organiza- 
tion. 

The  long  suffering  B.  L.  of  E.  men  are 
a  living  example  of  what  can  be  accom- 
plished by  patience  and  steadfast  organ- 
ization. It  is  only  a  few  short  years 
since  the  B.  L.  ofE.  men  were  discharged 
without  an  investigation  for  no  other 
cause  than  the  fact  of  belonging  to  the  B. 
of  L.  E.  Like  our  dads  of  long  ago,  the  B. 
of  L.  E.  men  put  up  a  good  fight  and  won. 

My  friends,  let  us  be  patient.  Let  us 
reason  together  and  lastly  but  not  least- 
ly  let  us  organize. 

Can  trains  be  run  over  tracks  and 
bridges  without  skilled  foremen  eternally 
inspecting  and  repairing  them?  Not  for 
very  long  my  friends.  Does  any  man 
who  thinks,  believe  the  men  in  the  cab 
will  run  over  bridges  and  tracks  when 
only  green  men  are  on  the  job?  These 
men  who  hold  the  throttle  as  a  rule  have 
little  tots  at  home  and  they  wish  to  hear 
their  prattle  when  they  leave  their  en- 
gine. Their  eyes  grow  bright  as  they 
think  of  dimpled  arms  that  will  soon 
circle  their  neck,  and  when  the  tracks 
are  unsafe,  they  contrast  the  prattling 
and  the  dimpled  arms  with  the  struggling 
excited  crew  as  they  try  to  extricate 
them  from  beneath  the  engine  in  the 
ditch.    Let  us  organize. 

P.  W.  Kirk  WOOD. 


-^      J.  RODGERSON  AND  MEN, 

H.  &  S.  W.  Ry.,  Woods  Harbor,  N.  S. 
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C.  P.  K.  Ont. 


Having  been  elected  journal  agent  for 
Lodge  No.  132,  I  will  now  write  my  first 
letter  to  the  Advocate.  We  held  oar 
regular  meeting  on  February  18,  at  which 
the  following  officers  for  the  present  year 
were  elected:  President,  A.  Rimstad; 
vice-president,  D.  Green ;  past  president, 
L.  Bossitti;  secretary,  J.  H.  Nelson; 
journal  agent,  P.  Brass;  chaplain,  A. 
Holm;  conductor,  S.  Olson;  warden,  G. 
Jetinundson ;  inner  sentinel,  O.  Rimstad; 
outer  sentinel,  L.  Piscia;  grievance  com- 
mittee, 8.  Rimsta^t,  A.  Rimstad  and  G. 
Anderson. 

We  had  a  lively  time  and  a  good,  splen- 
did meeting.  Our  secretary  did  not  have 
much  trouble  in  connection  wiUi  the  col- 
lection of  dues  as  Brother  Gauthier,  the 
organizer,  has  been  along  over  the  divis- 
ion and  had  gotten  nearly  all  the  boys 
in  line.  There  are  only  one  or  two  nons 
on  this  division  now  and  we  expect  to 
get  them  in  line  soon. 

I  am  sorry  to  report  the  death  of  Bro. 
M.  Prytka,  who  was  murdered  by  an 
Italian  in  a  quarrel  at  Minnitaki  a  few 
days  ago.  The  Italian  struck  Brother 
Prytka  over  the  head  with  an  ax  striking 
him  dead  on  the  spot.  The  Italian  is 
now  in  jail  awaiting  his  trial.  As  this  is 
my  first  letter,  I  will  close  for  this  time. 
Wishing  the  Brotherhood  every  success, 
I  am,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal  Agent. 


C.  M.  d  St.  P. 


As  my  term  of  office  as  journal  agent 
has  expired,  I  will  once  more  endeavor 
to  pen  a  few  lines  for  the  Advocate. 
Our  lodge  has  not  been  very  successful 
during  the  past  few  months,  owing  to 
the  changes  made  in  the  personnel  of 
our  officers.  Our  president  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  on  short  notice  in  October 
and  our  secretary- treasurer  has  been 
away  for  some  time.  Not  having  a  good 
leader  at  the  head  of  affairs,  matters 
commenced  to  lag,  but,  seeing  that  some 
action  was  necessary,  I  took  it  upon 
myself  to  call  a  meeting  for  February  19, 
and  to  my  surprise,  on  that  date,  was 
greeted  by  a  great  crowd,  and  after  the 


members  who  were  in  arrears  had  paid 
up  their  dues,  six  new  members  were 
initiated.  We  then  proceeded  to  elect 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  I  was 
relieved  from  my  former  office  of  journal 
i^^ent  and  elected  to  succeed  our  former 
secretary-treasurer.  The  officers  will  be 
installed  at  our  next  meeting,  and  we 
intend  to  get  strictly  down  to  business. 
We  have  fooled  away  enoagh  time  now. 
We  are  going  to  work  and  accomplish 
results.  I  hope  to  see  every  member  at 
our  meetings  hereafter,  and  let  each  one 
bring  with  him  all  the  non-members  on 
his  division.  There  are  only  a  few  left, 
and  we  want  to  get  it  one  hondred  per 
cent. 

I  trust  that  the  brother  from  Deerfield, 
holding  certificate  a20903,  will  attend 
our  meetings  whenever  he  can  find  it 
convenient.  We  hold  our  meetings  the 
last  Sunday  of  each  month  at  Oakwood, 
Wis.,  and  all  maintenanoe-of-way  em- 
ployes on  the  O.  &  M.  division  are  in- 
vited to  attend.  They  will  all  receive  a 
hearty  welcome.  We  cannot  expect  to 
have  things  come  our  way  unless  we 
stick  together  and  make  an  effort  to 
bring  them  our  way.    Yours  fraternally, 

H.  K. 


Tesch,  Mich. 


I  have  read  the  Advocate  regulariy 
for  some  time,  but  have  not  seen  any 
correspondence  from  Lodg^  No.  381,  so 
I  will  endeavor  to  write  a  few  lines 
myself. 

We  are  still  in  the  land  of  the  living 
and  held  our  last  meeting  at  Pembina, 
but  I  feel  as  if  some  of  our  boys  were 
not  doing  their  whole  duty  toward  the 
Brotherhood. 

Why  is  It  that  every  man  on  each 
division  does  not  join  hand  in  hand  and 
work  together  and  help  things  along? 
Don't  be  afraid!  Brace  up!  See  what 
the  trackmen,  trainmen  and  operators 
on  other  roads  have  received  in  the  way 
of  an  increase.  Where  is  ours?  We 
will  never  have  a  raise  unless  we  are 
willing  to  work  and  stand  up  for  onr 
rights  and  come  in  as  a  solid  body  for 
an  increase  and  better  conditions.  Tours 
in  B.  L.  and  U.,  D.  8. 
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It  is  now  time  to  be  lookinf^  op  year 
summer  tools  and  see  that  they  are  in 
good  shape.  The  lining  and  pinch  bars 
should  be  repointed  as  also  the  picks  and 
see  that  good  handles  are  fitted  to  them. 
Yoar  tamping  shovel  should  be  over- 
hauled and  got  in  shape  for  a  good  sum- 
mer's work.  Level  and  sight  boards  and 
blocks  cleaned  up,  track  jacks  over- 
hauled, cleaned  and  oiled;  spike  mauls 
properly  faced,  claw  bars  sharpened, 
scythes  and  snathes  looked  over  to  see' 
if  they  are  also  ready  when  required. 

All  this  work  should  be  done  during 
stormy  weather  when  you  cannot  do 
anything  outside. 

A  supply  of  spike  plugs  can  be  made 
up  now  and  your  hand  car  turned  over 
on  its  side  and  the  wheels  taken  out  and 
cleaned  and  the  loose  motion  in  the  box 
taken  up  with  babbit  and  the  bolts  tight- 
ened np.  The  wood  work  on  the  bottom 
of  the  car  should  be  thoroughly  cleaned 
of  oil  and  dirt.  While  the  car  is  on  its 
side,  take  oft  the  walking  beam  and  con- 
necting rod  and  take  down  the  gear 
wheels  then  thoroughly  clean  the  bear- 
ings and  oil  the  same.  Before  replacing 
the  crank  gear,  see  that  the  gears  mesh 
exactly  and  neatly  without  loss  of  motion . 
Thdy  should  not  be  meshed  too  tightly. 
Fix  up  your  brake  so  that  it  it  is  effective 
and  in  good  shape  for  Another  season's 
work.  It  pays  to  have  your  car  in  good 
shape  and  everything  tightened  up  so 
Tou  can  depend  upon  it  for  good  service, 
with  comfort,  all  summer. 

A  wooden  fence  maul  is  one  of  the 
handiest  tools  I  know  of  on  a  section, 
and  as  this  is  the  season  of  the  year  when 
it  will  be  required  most,  itwillbeinorder 
for  us  to  have  a  little  chat  on  fencing 
and  tools. 

The  fence  maul  should  be  made  of  a 

knot  or  piece  of  g^ood,  sound,  hard  wood 

with  a  ring  on  each  end ;  not  too  heavy 

but  so  that  a  man  can  handle  it  easily. 

Have  three  or  four  fence  benches  made 


by  taking  a  piece  of  board  ten  to  twelve 
inches  wide  and  six  to  eight  feet  long. 
Put  a  leg  on  one  end  the  same  as  on  an 
ordinary  bench  but  having  a  strong 
brace  well  fastened  from  the  bottom  of 
the  leg  to  the  bench  on  each  side.  This 
is  used  to  stand  on  to  drive  the  post  after 
the  frost  has  gone  from  the  gp^und.  If 
it  is  wire  fencing,  the  bench  is  put 
through  the  wire  at  convenient  height 
to  support  that  end.  The  other  end  is 
supported  by  the  leg  and  the  man  stands 
on  this  to  drive  the  posts. 

If  it  is  a  board  fence,  the  ends  of  the 
boards  should  be  loosened  from  the  posts 
to  permit  the  post  being  driven  without 
splitting  the  boards.  Where  the  end  of 
the  bench  cannot  rest  on  the  fence,  turn 
it  about,  placing  the  end  with  the  leg 
to  the  fence  and  the  other  resting  on  the 
ground  making  an  inclined  plane  on 
which  you  can  stand.  The  fence  posts 
should  be  driven  to  the  place  they  origi- 
nally occupied  when  they  were  first  set. 
Ordinarily  they  do  not  heave  more  than 
two  or  three  inches  during  the  winter 
season,  but  they  heave  more  in  some 
places  than  in  others,  and  I  have  found 
that  in  such  a  place  it  pays  to  split  an 
old  tie  in  two  and  spike  a  piece  on  each 
side  of  the  bottom  of  the  post,  digging 
your  hole  so  as  to  allow  the  post  with 
pieces  attached  to  rest  at  a  proper  depth 
for  post. 

Fill  in  on  top  of  this  with  stone  or  oth- 
er heavy  material  and  your  post  will  not 
lift  by  frost. 

Fences  may  be  built  across  rocky 
gn^und  or  places  where  it  would  be  im- 
possible without  blasting  to  make  a  post 
hole  by  spiking  pieces  of  tie  to  each  side 
of  post  at  the  bottom  with  a  brace  from 
the  foot  pieces  to  post  to  hold  it  perpen- 
dicular. 

In  every  work  you  do  it  paj^s  to  be 
thorough.  Do  not  sliglit  any  of  your 
work  at  any  time.  A  job  that  is  worth 
being  done  at   all  is   worth    being  done 


Digitized  by 


Google 


264 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


properly  and  neatly,  and  you  should  cul- 
tivate the  habit  and  you  will  find  your 
work  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  all 
concerned. 

Now,  when  the  frost  is  leaving  the 
ground  and  the  snow  has  melted,  pay 
particular  attention  to  your  switches  as 
the  frost  and  snow  have  undoubtedly 
loosened  up  parts  that  should  be  attended 
to  at  once.  Bolts  at  the  joints  are  loos- 
ened and  broken  during  the  winter.  If 
you  have  a  four  bolt  joint,  see  to  it  that 
there  are  four  good  bolts  in  each  joint 
and  see  that  each  is  properly  tightened 
up. 

You  will  sometimes  hear  a  man  say 
when  he  finds  a  single  bolt  broken  or 
out,  '*Itdoe8  not  matter;  there  are  three 
good  bolts  there  and  they  will  hold  the 
rail."  While  it  is  true  they  might  hold 
and  then  they  may  not.  An  angle  bar 
with  four  holes  is  intended  to  have  four 
bolts  and  no  less,  and  when  one  is  broken 
or  is  otherwise  rendered  useless,  it  should 
be  replaced  at  once  with  a  good  bolt. 

Take  particular  notice  of  the  bolts 
around  your  switches  and  switch  frames 
and  around  your  diamond  crossing.  The 
action  of  cold  weather  has  loosened  up 
many  of  these  and  while  they  are  in  that 
condition  they  cannot  be  expected  to  do 
effective  work  as  they  were  intended. 

As  soon  as  the  snow  has  gone  from  the 
ground,  you  will  will  find  many  pieces  of 
scrap  along  your  section  that  have  fallen 
from  passing  cars  and  engines  during 
the  winter  and  have  been  buried  in  the 
snow.  Pick  up  these  pieces  and  take 
them  to  your  car  house  and  put  in  your 
scrap  box  so  as  to  have  conveniently 
ready  for  the  scrap  car  when  it  conies 
along.  Iron  and  steel  scrap,  even  though 
it  cannot  be  used  again,  is  valuable  and 
every  pound  of  it  you  save  is  that  much 
money  earned  for  the  company.  Many 
of  the  pieces  of  scrap  that  are  picked  up 
off  of  the  section,  when  brought  to  the 
terminals  and  unloaded  from  the  car  will 
be  found  to  be  as  good  as  new  and  can 
be  used  again  even  though  it  cannot  be 
used  for  the  purpose  it  was  originally 
intended  for. 

Iron  scrap  is  worth  from  1  to  2  cents 
per  pound  and  may  be  melted  over  again, 
Whil^  that  wbiqh  qau  be  used  19  worth 


from  6  to  10  cents  per  pound.  Brass  and 
copper  scrap  is  worth  from  15  to  20  cento 
per  pound,  and  the  foreman  who  picks 
up  a  ton  of  scrap  on  his  section  in  a 
year  is  just  putting  that  much  money 
back  in  the  company's  hands  again. 

I  have  known  men,  when  they  are 
tightening  up  bolts  and  can  not  get  a 
bolt  tightened  to  the  rail,  take  their 
hammer  and  break  it,  throwing  the 
pieces  in  the  adjoining  fields  instead  of 
putting  them  in  the  middle  of  the  track 
to  be  picked  up  by  handcar  and  taken 
to  the  scrap  pile.| 

A  part  of  the  duties  of  every  man  em- 
ployed in  the  maintenance-of-way  de- 
partment is  to  see  that  all  scrap  is  picked 
up  and  taken  to  the  car  house,  the  same 
as  any  other  material  that  can  be  used 
again. 

Trackmen,  by  careful  handling  of  ma- 
terial may  save  the  company  a  great 
deal  every  year  and  it  is  up  to  us  to  do 
it  in  every  way  possible. 

Samuel  J.  Peoq. 


Deerfield,  111. 

CARE  OF  INSULATED  JOINTS,   ETC. 

A  generous  amount  of  black  oil  rubbed 
over  your  fiber  plate  with  a  piece  of 
waste  before  putting  the  insulated  joints 
together  will  do  wonders.  It  will  make 
the  joint  last  much  longer,  as  fiber  plates 
do  not  soak  water  so  easily  if  oiled  as 
they  do  in  some  cases  when  the  outside 
finish  of  fiber  is  worn  off,  and  fibers  will 
also  come  off  easier  when  you  wish  to 
renew  the  joints. 

Every  insulated  joint  should  rest  on 
two  good  oak  ties  with  smooth  bearing. 
Sawed  ties  are  preferable.  Ties  under 
the  joint  should  be  kept  tamped  up  solid 
at  all  times.  It  is  also  a  good  idea  to 
have  four  or  five  rail  anchors  or  so- 
called  ** anti-creepers**  on  the  rail  facing 
the  insulated  joint  with  trafiSc  as  this 
has  a  tendency  to  keep  the.  steel  from 
running  and  your  joint  is  always  open 
far  enough  to  change  fiber  end  posts 
whenever  desired  to  do  so  in  cold  or 
warm  weather,  and  it  does  not  require 
a  shorter  rail  or  the  bumping  back  of 
rails  to  insert  end  posts.  Two  end  posts 
should  always  be  used,  as  they  wiU  last 
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mach  longer  in  proportion  than  one  end 
post  would,  as  a  single  end  post  has  the 
tendency  to  adhere  to  the  ends  of  the 
nuls  and  when  a  train  passes  over  the 
joint  both  sides  of  the  end  post  are 
chafed  and  soon  wear  out.  Where  two 
end  posts  are  used,  the  friction  or  chafing 
is  between  the  two.  This  is  especially 
advisable  in  places  where  the  section- 
men  do  not  keep  the  ties  tamped  up  in 
proper  shape.  Most  of  the  po^r  insulated 
joints  are  due  to  the  joints  being  low. 

Good  drainage  is  absolutely  necessary 
if  you  wish  to  keep  your  insulated  joints 
in  proper  condition  and  to  surface.  Keep 
the  bolts  on  insulated  joints  tight  at  all 
times.  I  would  like  to  hear  some  more 
of  the  boys  discuss  their  views  on  this 
subject,  as  I  may  have  overlooked  some 
of  the  good  points. 

But,  as  you  all  know,  the  condition  of 
oar  track  circuit,  of  which  the  insulated 
joint  is  a  main  factor,  is  a  vital  spot  in 
signaling  and  requires  proper  attention. 

I  suppose  many  of  yon,  like  myself, 
have  your  troubles  with  bond  wires 
breaking  on  frogs,  especially  on  the 
new-fangled  100-pound  mangai^ese  steel 
frogs.  In  some  places  it  is  not  advisable 
to  run  a  wire  around  the  frog.  I  have 
eliminated  my  troubles  in  that  direction 
by  the  following  means:  A  frog  should 
at  least  have  three  bond  wires;  drill 
three  holes  on  the  inside  wing  of  the 
frog  about  one  foot  from  the  end  and 
also  in  your  connecting  rail.  Take  60- 
inch  bond  wires  and  wrap  one  end  around 
your  hammer  handle,  making  a  spiral 
spring  about  four  or  five  inches  long. 
Insert  and  fasten  this  end  into  the  wing 
of  the  frog,  then  bend  your  bond  wire 
back  of  spring  and  fasten  the  other  end 
the  same  as  any  other  bond  wires.  You 
will  find  that  your  troubles  from  that 
source  are  ended. 

At  many  meehanioal  interlocking 
plants  a  lot  of  trouble  is  caused  by  reason 
of  the  switches  being  thrown  too  hard  or 
rather  that  it  takes  too  much  energy  to 
throw  the  switch.  This  can  be  remedied 
by  loosening  the  bolts  on  the  angle  bar 
at  heel  of  the  switch  points.  I  notice 
the  track  walkers  persist  in  keeping  these 
bolts  tightened  up.  If  you  cannot  edu- 
cate   the  track  walker  to  leave  these 


bolts  a  little  loose,  the  next  best  thing 
to  do  is  to  cut  the  head  off  of  an  eight 
penny  wire  nail,  take  your  angle  bar 
off  and  place  the  nail  between  the  angle 
bar  and  rail  as  close  to  the  joint  as  possi- 
ble on  the  rail  back  of  the  point  then 
tighten  the  bolts  on  the  rail  as  tight  as 
possible  on  the  end  of  angle  bar,  then 
tighten  the  bolts  on  the  point  side  and 
you  will  find  that  the  track  walker  with 
his  wrench  will  have  no  more  terrors  for 
you.  This  is  especially  adaptable  where 
short  points  are  used  on  switches.  Do 
you  know  that  a  cement  bag  ripped  open 
and  tied  around  the  shackle  or  adjusting 
rod  on  switches  at  interlocking  plants 
will  save  you  a  lot  of  night  calls?  Try  it 
and  see  what  a  labor  saver  it  is  in  winter 
time  when  the  snow  flies.  The  snow  will 
have  no  chance  to  pack  between  the 
collar  and  sleeve  of  the  ad  justing  rod  and 
will  not  put  your  switch  out  of  adjust- 
ment; You  will  also  save  wearing  out 
your  screw  driver  trying  to  get  the  snow 
and  ice  out  from  between  the  collar  and 
sleeve  of  the  adjusting  rod. 

Another  thing,  boys,  that  I  have  no- 
ticed on  several  different  railways,  is  a 
lot  of  white  blotches  on  the  right-of-way, 
also  battery  chutes  and  trunking  where 
the  track  or  gravity  batteries  had  b^n 
cleaned.  This  looks  bad  and  it  is  a  won- 
der to  me  that  the  officials  don't  kick. 
Take  a  shovel  along  the  next  time  you 
clean  your  batteries  and  dig  a  little  hole 
and  pour  the  old  solution  in  and  you  will 
be  able  to  pride  yourself  on  your  clean 
territory,  and  the  foreman,  I  am  sure, 
will  appreciate  it. 

The  last,  but  not  least,  to  remind  you 
to  put  a  little  oil  on  all  movable  joints, 
jamb  nuts,  seven-eight  pins,  etc.,  etc.  on 
interlocking  plants  frequently.  This 
will  save  you  time  and  temp>er  when  you 
are  in  a  hurry,  to  adjust  something  in 
case  of  trouble.  You  know  the  old  say- 
ing, **an  ounce  of  prevention  is  better 
than  three  fingers  of  the  good  old  Star 
Hennessy.^'  Boys,  let  us  hear  from  you 
on  this  subject.  C.  M. 

Certificate  No.  20903. 


If  you  fail  to  receive  your  April  Ad- 
vocate, be  sure  that  your  dues  are  paid 
before  complaining. 
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Canaan,  N.  H. 

No  doubt  some  of  you  at  least,  are 
anxious  to  hear  of  my  success  in  Maine. 
I  left  you  last  month  at  Bangor,  saying 
I  intended  to  visit  Sister  Forbes*  lodge 
the  next  evening.  I  did  visit  Sister 
Forbes,  minus  the  lodge.  The  snow 
which  fell  all  day  on  Tuesday,  necessi- 
tated the  shoveling  of  same  on  Wednes- 
day, and  the  superintendent  of  the  road 
telegpraphed  along  the  line  that  both  the 
brothers  and  sisters'  meeting  that  even- 
ing must  be  canceled.  Tou  can  imagine 
that  I  was  very  much  disappointed,  as 
well  as  Sister  Forbes,  and  I  presume  the 
other  sisters  entertained  the  same  feel- 
ing. 

My  vistit  to  Sister  Forbes'  was  a  very 
pleasant  one;  also  my  visit  to  Sister  Inez 
Allen's,  president  of  Border  City  lodg^ 
at  Harrin  gton .  These  sisters  en  tertained 
m^  royally  and  we  had  some  good  talks 
on  their  lodge  matters  and  unionism  in 
general. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  brothers  on  the 
Washington  County  road  are  mainly  at 
fault  for  the  small  membership  of  the 
Border  City  lodge  of  the  Auxiliary. 
From  questions  asked  of  others  from 
whom  I  visited,  I  find  that  most  of  the 
members  take  no  interest  in  the  Auxil- 
iary, but  rather  turn  cold  water  on  the 
project  and  do  not  try  to  interest  their 
families  to  join  etc.,  etc. 

It  seems  to  me  that  when  this  lodge 
was  first  instituted  it  was  both  successful 
and  enjoyable.  Brothers,  why  do  you 
not  try  to  make  it  successful  now?  The 
dues  are  so  small  that  this  certainly  can- 
not be  the  reason,  and  the  representative 
to  the  Boston  convention  from  your 
lodge  was  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  Auxiliary  and  he  seemed  much 
in  favor  of  it,  but  he  does  not  belong  to 
his  local  Auxiliary.  Brother  Cook,  the 
ladies  of  Border  Ciry  lodge   are   anxious 


to  have  your  name  and  that  of  your  fam- 
ily, and  for  the  snpport  which  these 
names  would  give.  My  next  visit  was 
to  Brown ville  Jnnotion,  where  I  found 
t^at  my  predecessor  had  visited  a  few 
years  ago  and  secured  a  good  member- 
ship for  an  Auxiliary,  electing  officers 
for  the  same,  but  that  a  meeting  never 
had  been  held ;  possibly  this  made  some 
difference,  together  with  an  extremely 
cold  night,  in  the  attendance,  bat  some 
were  present  and  gave  me  their  names 
and  we  expect  to  organize  an  Auxiliary 
there  in  March  or  April,  when  it  is  ex- 
pected more  will  be  present,  as  they  wish 
to  make  a  start  with  as  many  members 
as  possible. 

Sister  McLeod  and  family  gave  me 
most  comfortable  quarters  at  their  home 
and  did  eyery thing  for  my  comfort,  also 
the  sisters  and  brothers  whom  I  met, 
which  I  very  much  enjoyed.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  t^at  an  Auxiliary  here  will  be 
a  success.  Do  not  let  the  opportunity  go 
by  to  make  a  start,  brothers  and  sisters. 

As  my  space  is  limited,  I  will  simply 
say  I  had  a  pleasant  and  profitable  talk 
in  regard  to  anion  matters  with  BroUiers 
Turner  and  Wise  at  Houlton,  also  a 
pleasant  call  on  Mrs.  Wise,  bat  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  an  opening  there  for 
a  lodge,  as  one  once  carried  on  meetings 
for  a  while  and  disbanded,  which  hurts, 
at  present,  the  prospect  for  another. 

I  omitted  to  state  I  visited  the  broth- 
ers lodg^  at  Milo.  The  members  present 
seemed  in  favor  of  an  Auxiliary  lodge 
and  promised  to  work  up  the  matter. 

I  next  went  to  Bro.  0.  C.  Allen's  home 
at  Lincoln  Center,  and  I  do  not  need  to 
tell  you  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  received 
me  most  cordially,  as  all  railroad  men 
this  way  know  of  Brother  Allen's  cor- 
diality and  good  humor. 

Owing  to  the  meeting  in  Febroary 
having  been  oonceled,  it  was  impossible 
for  the  brothers  to  arrange  a  public  meet- 
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ing  for  me,  bat  I  visited  Brotber  and 
Sister  Tracey  who  gave  me  a  most  cor- 
dial reception  and  their  names  for  the 
Order,  also  the  promise  of  their  support 
in  the  institution  of  a  lodge,  which  I 
think  with  Brother  and  Sister  Allen's 
and  several  whom  I  understood  were  in- 
terested, will  form  the  nucleus  for  a  lodge 
here. 

A  severe  snow  storm  prevented  me 
from  calling  on  some  at  Mattawamkeag 
which  I  had  planned  to  visit,  but  I  have 
since  written  them  asking  for  their  sup- 
port. 

At  Waterville  and  Brunswick  I  met 
with  no  apparent  success  except  to  pro- 
cure some  names  for  the  Grand  Lodge, 
although  I  think  some  of  the  Waterville 
brothers  were  rather  friendly  toward  a 
lodge  there. 

Possibly  in  the  reading  of  this  the 
members  may  think  that  not  as  much 
was  accomplished  as  was  expected,  and 
I  share  the  same  feeling  with  you,  but  I 
think  the  foundation  has  been  laid  for  a 
better  feeling  toward  the  Order,  and  I 
explained  as  far  as  possible  the  benefits 
of  the  Order  and  the  support  it  would 
naturally  be  to  the  brother  lodges,  also 
the  benefit  of  unionism  in  general. 

I  was  plei>sed  to  note  so  many  letters 
from  the  sisters  and  their  families  in  the 
last  issue  of  the  Advocate,  and  am  sure 
you  will  be  encouraged  in  reading  that 
Sister  Jenness  has  received  some  new 
names,  which,  with  the  ones  I  secured, 
will  materially  increase  our  membership. 

As  I  have  now  written  at  length,  I  will 
close  for  this  time.  I  shall  be  especially 
glad  to  hear  from  any  of  the  sisters  who 
were  at  the  convention,  and  also  from 
any  one  connected  with  the  Order. 

If  those  who  desired  to  exchange  post- 
cards will  send  in  their  addresses,  I  will 
send  them  some  of  New  Hampshire's 
points  of  interest. 

Sister  Jenness  is  ill  and  under  the  care 
of  a  trained  nurse  at  this  writing,  so  any 
negligence  in  unanswered  letters  from 
her  at  this  time  must  be  excused. 

Sister  Robertson's  lodge  has  made  a 
banner  record  surely  for  the  winter. 
Keep  on  the  good  work  Sister  Robertson. 
Yours  in  L.,  F.  and  T., 

Cora  B.  Smith. 


Dennysyille,  Me. 


I  scarcely  know  how  to  begin  my  letter 
for  the  journal,  but  I  always  feel  as  if  I 
want  to  write  a  word  or  two,  but  still 
my  letters  are  so  poorly  composed  that 
it  almost  makes  me  feel  ashamed,  es- 
pecially when  I  have  just  read  so  many 
beautiful  ones  from  many  brothers  and 
sisters  in  our  March  issue,  although  I 
feel  disappointed  in  not  finding  any  from 
the  brothers  and  sisters  on  this  line. 
I  know  we  have  many  a  brother  and 
sister  who  can  .write  letters  that  would 
be  of  more  interest  to  the  readers  and 
would  be  of  greater  benefit  to  the  organ- 
ization, but,  nevertheless,  I  will  not  let 
a  failure  discourage  me  in  the  least. 

Brothers,  do  not  let  Macliias  lodge  be 
silent  any  longer.  Now  is  the  proper 
time  for  each  and  every  one  of  you  to 
be  up  and  doing.  Judging  from  the  at- 
tendance of  your  last  meeting,  a  great 
many  must  have  been  prevented  from 
attending  from  one  cause  or  the  other. 
Why  is  it  that  you  will  not  wake  up  and 
take  an  interest  in  the  Brotherhood  and 
go  to  your  lodge  meetings?  Of  course 
I  know  it  is  not  possible  for  all  to  attend 
at  one  time,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  you 
could  surely  arrange  to  go  to  every 
other  meeting.  See  how  much  more 
interesting  you  could  make  your  meet- 
ings and  how  quickly  your  journal  agent 
would  grasp  the  opportunity  to  report 
the  enthusiastic  attendance  and  tell  of 
your  good  work.  Those  of  you  who 
have  not  attended  the  meeting  of  your 
lodge  for  several  months  do  not  know 
what  your  brothers  are  doing,  what  their 
intentions  may  be  or  what  they  might 
do  if  they  had  your  support.  I  am  sure 
you  will  be  received  with  a  cordial  wel- 
come and  a  warm  hand-clasp.  Do  not 
stay  at  home  any  longer  and  say  you  do 
not  care  what  they  do  at  your  lodge 
meetings—that  they  do  not  benefit  you 
any  and  you  feel  satisfied  with  your 
wages  and  you  have  all  you  want  just 
now.  Stop  for  a  moment,  my  brother, 
and  think  how  that  kind  of  talk  sounds 
to  the  public,  especially  when  you  are 
paying  your  dues  and  pretend  to  be  a 
union  man.  Talk  unionism  among  your 
men,  at  your  home  and  on  the  street. 
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Stick  to  your  principles  and  to  your  or- 
ganization, and  when  the  roll  is  called 
let  your  brothers  be  made  joyful  by 
hearing  your  voice  respond  and  to  know 
that  you  are  ready  to  gird  on  your  ar- 
mor, stand  firmly,  keep  in  the  path  you 
are  traveling  and  fight  to  the  end  if 
need  be. . 

No  doubt  some  of  the  brothers  will 
feel  vexed  with  me  when  they  read  this 
lecture,  but,  brothers,  I  am  very  plain- 
spoken,  and  when  I  have  anything  to 
say  I  am  not  going  to  say  it  behind  your 
backs,  but  really  when  .once  I  get  started 
it  is  pretty  hard  for  me  to  stop,  especial- 
ly when  I  have  so  much  in  reality  to 
lecture  yon  on.  So,  now,  I  am  about  to 
turn  on  our  sisters,  and  will  show  no 
partiality,  and,  furthermore,  it  will  not 
be  so  one-sided. 

To  the  sisters  on  the  Washington  Coun- 
ty Railway:  Great  is  your  opportunity 
and  great  is  your  responsibility.  Why  is 
it  that  you  stand  so  silently  by  while 
your  husbands,  fathers  and  sons  are 
contending  for  their  rights?  Will  you 
not  give  them  one  little  word  of  encour- 
agement? Why  is  it  that  you  say  the 
union  is  nothing  to  you  and  you  do  not 
care  what  they  do?  Are  their  affairs 
not  your  atf airs  and  their  interests  your 
interests?  or  their  success  or  failure,  or 
whatever  it  may  be,  of  importance  to 
you?  Do  not  say  there  is  nothing  you 
can  do,  for  there  is  much  that  you  can 
do  if  you  will  only  try.  You  could  at 
least  encourage  your  husbands  to  be 
true  to  their  manhood  and  to  their  or- 
ganization and  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  raise  the  standard  of  employment  and 
better  wages  and  working  conditions. 
Talk  with  them  about  their  Brotherhood; 
let  them  see  you  have  an  interest  in 
their  work.  Accompany  them  to  their 
lodge  meetings  and  join  the  Auxiliary  so 
we  may  aid  the  Brotherhood  in  its  noble 
efforts  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
craft,  both  socially  and  financially.  Let 
us  endeavor  to  be  stronger,  truer  and 
braver,  doing  all  in  our  power  to  help 
humanity,  and  thus,  by  helping  others, 
we  will  help  ourselves.  Let  our  love 
prove  true  and  change  the  green  laurel 
for  the  red,  white  and  blue. 

I  think  I  would  better  change  my  sub- 


ject, *a8  it  is  now  already  the  6th  of 
March  and  our  good  Brother  Pegg  wants 
us  always  to  be  on  hand  tiie  10th.  I  was 
very  glad  to  note  in  Brother  Lowers 
letter  that  our  good  and  faithful  editor 
had  fully  recovered  from  his  illness  and 
was  again  back  to  his  duties. 

Brother  Forbes  and  I  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  enjoying  a  beautiful  visit 
from  our  grand  president.  Sister  Cora  B. 
Smith,  and  we  enjoyed  every  moment 
she  was  with  us  and  were  very  sorry 
when  it  came  time  for  her  to  leave.  We 
had  a  meeting  and  supper  planned  for 
her,  but  owing  to  a  big  snow  storm  we 
found  it  impossible  to  have  our  meeting, 
which  was  a  great  disappointment  to  all 
of  us  to  have  our  good  and  faithful 
worker  come  so  far  and  then  to  meet 
with  such  poor  success,  but  we  hope  that 
the  next  visit  she  makes  as  will  repay 
her  more  than  twofold.  Sister  Smith 
informed  me  that  she  had  instituted  a 
new  Auxiliary  lodge  at  Bangor.  It  is 
my  earnest  wish  that  it  may  gprow  and 
flourish. 

I  will  be  glad  to  correspond  with  any 
of  its  members  and  will  welcome  you, 
one  and  all,  at  any  time.  Brother  and 
Sister  Stout,  whenever  you  come  as  far 
as  Bangor  i^^ain,  remember  you  have 
friends  down  here  in  Dennysville  who 
will  welcome  you.  I  must  now  say 
adieu  for  this  time.  Yomrs  in  L. ,  F.  and 
T.,  Mrs.  Velma  Forbes. 


Free  Traveling  Library  dyatem. 

'^Corporations,  like  individuals,  are 
recognizing  that  their  duty  to  those  they 
employ  is  not  complete  on  the  payment 
of  the  stipulated  wag^.  Hence,  i  t  is  that 
relief  parties  and  other  organizations  are 
established  or  encouraged  by  so  many 
of  your  railroads.  These  organizations 
raise  men  to  a  higher  physical,  intellect- 
ual and  moral  plain  of  life — the  very  fun* 
damentals  of  faithful  aervioe." 

The  Seaboard  Air  Line  Railway  has 
for  the  use  of  its  employes  a  well  eqnipped 
library-  The  return  the  company  gels 
for  the  maintenance  of  this  large  library 
is,  that  best  of  all  profits — brains.  The 
increase  in  the  proficiency  and  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  employes  of  the  road  along 
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all  lines,  is  marveloas  among  those  who 
are  constant  users  of  the  books  of  the 
library. 

The  mission  of  the  Seaboard  Free 
Traveling  Library  is  to  exert  an  elevating 
and  educating  influence  on  those  it  reach- 
es. It  supplies  current  periodicals,  stand- 
ard works  on  the  sciences,  general  liter- 
ature, poetry,  historical,  text  and  other 
books  of  practical  utility  to  engineers, 
mechanics,  foremen  and  other  railway 
employes,  and  those  especially  adopted 
to  educating  and  forming  the  character 
of  the  young. 

The  year's  work  of  1910  was  directed 
to  placing  the  library  in  closer  touch 
with  section  foremen  and  their  families. 
This  was  accomplished  most  successfully 
by  the  co-operation  of  a  number  of  lead- 
ing section  foremen,  who  gladly  took 
charge  of  our  delivery  bags,  carriers  of 
the  books  and  magazines. 

Thifty  thousand  leading  magazines 
were  distributed  by  these  faithful  co- 
workers to  fellow  workmen  and  their 
families,  and  over  500  books  of  the  sys- 
tem gave  pleasure  and  delight  to  their 
readers.  An  enthusiastic  foreman-libra- 
rian wrote  us  that  he  had  reached  forty 
(40)  readers,  most  of  them  boys  and  girls 
of  section  foremen  families,  and  they 
were  as  happy  when  the  delivery  bag 
came  as  he  was  on  pay-day. 

We  have  a  number  of  young  readers, 
sons  and  daughters  of  section  foremen, 
whose  reading  we  are  directing  with 
most  satisfactory  results. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mrs.  Evie  Sartor 
Byrd  and  her  gifted  young  daughter, 
Miss  Vera,  of  Hamlet,  North  Carolina, 
who  are  giving  us  most  effective  assist- 
ance in  the  handling  of  the  books  and 
magazines  for  their  lodge.  No.  57.  We 
hope  that  every  lodge  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W. 
E.  of  the  Seaboard  will  apply  for  these 
traveling  libraries.  Our  desire  is  to  place 
the  distribution  of  books  and  magazines 
in  the  hands  of  women  whenever  possi- 
ble, so  that  the  majority  of  our  co-work- 
ers will  be  the  wives,  daughters  or  sisters 
of  the  men  whose  lives  are  spent  in  look- 
ing after  and  keeping  in  repair  the  iron 
highways,  the  curves  and  bridges  over 
which  the  great  traveling  public  is  car- 
ried in  such  security. 


It  is  the  ambition  and  hope  of  the  future 
to  have  a  collection  of  books  placed  up- 
on neat  shelves  in  many  of  the  little 
brown  section  houses  located  amid  the 
cotton  patches,  corn  fields,  the  orchard 
and  lumber  districts  of  the  Seaboard  Air 
Line  territory. 

Among  the  many  magazines  that  come 
to  this  office,  there  is  none  that  the  su- 
perintendent reads  with  gpreater  interest 
than  the  Advance  Advocate,  ofiicial 
organ  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  and  Ladies' 
Auxiliary.    Mrs.  Euqenb  B.  Heard, 

Superintendent  Seaboard  Air  Line  Free 
Traveling  Library  System. 


Agassiz,  B.  C. 


It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  write  for  the 
dear  journal,  but  I  have  been  silent  for 
quite  a  time,  giving  the  others  on  the 
O.  P.  R.  a  chance  to  do  some  correspond- 
ing, and  I  hd^ed  they  would,  but  I  see 
no  one  has  done  so  as  yet.  Come,  sisters 
and  brothers,  what  is  the  matter  with 
our  division?  Where  are  our  journal 
agents?  Have  they  not  yet  recovered 
from  the  Christmas  holidays? 

We  are  now  in  our  third  month  of 
the  new  year,  and  I  hope  that  this  will 
be  a  banner  year  for  our  new  Auxiliary. 

Now,  sisters  on  this  division,  what  are 
you  going  to  do  about  it?  Are  you  going 
to  sit  silently  by  and  watch  others  doing 
the  work,  or  are  you  going  to  do  some- 
thing yourself?  Come,  think  seriously 
over  this.  Can  we  get  good  results  if 
everybody  is  a  thinker,  and  not  a  doer? 
We  need  workers,  not  thinkers  in  this 
movement.  I  do  not  want  to  be  alone. 
Surely  some  one  of  you  would  like  to 
join  in  with  me,  would  you  not?  Most 
of  you  belong  to  some  church  organiza- 
tion for  good  purposes,  then  why  do  you 
not  join  in  our  Auxiliary  organization? 
Is  it  not  to  aid  us  religiously,  morally, 
socially  and  financially,  and  raise  the 
ideals  of  life?  Do  you  think  my  hubby 
and  I  would  have  won  the  C.  P.  R,  gar- 
den prize  of  f50,  which  we  did  last  year, 
if  we  had  just  stayed  in  the  house  and 
thought  about  how  nice  it  would  be  to 
win  such  a  prize  and  not  have  gone  out 
and  put  our  thoughts  into  action  and 
worked  with  a  will  and  purpose  to  attain 
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our  end?  So  it  is  with  our  Auxiliary. 
If  we  do  not  put  oar  thoughts  into  action 
we  cannot  expect  to  get  good  results. 

Now,  if  any  of  the  sisters  care  to  write 
me  on  this  subject,  I  will  be  only  too 
glad  to  hear  from  them  and  also  send 
them  application  blanks  to  fill  in.  If  we 
cannot  get  a  lodge  on  this  division,  we 
surely  can  join  the  Grand  Lodge,  which 
will  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
The  day  is  not  far  distant  when  you  who 
are  now  delaying,  will  surely  regret  that 
you  did  not  join  and  help  in  this  noble 
work. 

We  have  another  new  roadmaster  on 
this  division.  His  name  is  Mr.  J.  Essel- 
mont,  and  I  am  sure  that  we  shall  all 
like  him.  Mr.  H.  Vollans  has  been  as- 
signed to  other  duties. 

Since  my  last  letter  we  had  a  very 
pleasant  visit  from  Bro.  E.  DeDecker, 
which  we  all  enjoyed  very  much.  I  will 
close  now  with  these  few  lin^s,  and  hope 
that  all  the  brothers  and  sisters  will  try 
to  remember  them : 

What  makes  the  troubles  of  every  day 
Break  like  bubbles  and  fade  away— 
Grit. 

What  wins  a  victory  from  defeat? 
What  never  knows  it  when  It's  beat? 
Grit. 

What  have  men  honored  since  time  becan? 
What  makes  a  man  want  to  be  a  man? 
Grit. 

Brother,  sister,  take  heart  when  ill  winds  blow; 
Work  on,  hope  on.  be  a  man  or  woman  and  show 
Your  Grit. 

Wishing  the  brothers  and  sisters  and 
the  Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary  all  suc- 
cess and  prosperity,  I  am,  yours  in  L., 
P.  and  T. ,  Mrs.  Chas.  Lovell. 


ParRbeg*  SasK. 


Dear  Advocate  readers,  it  is  some 
time  since  I  have  written,  but  I  am  still 
interested  in  the  work  carried  on  by  the 
men  and  women  in  the  maintenance-of- 
way  department  of  the  railways  for 
better  conditions.  Better  conditions  for 
the  men  at  their  work  means  better  con- 
ditions for  their  wives  and  families  in 
the  home. 

This  is  a  hard  winter  and  lots  of  snow 
and  very  cold.  The  thermometer  has 
gone  down  as  low  as   fifty    below  zero 


and  has  seldom  been  above  zero  since 
December  28.  It  is  only  those  who  have 
in  reality  been  at  section  work  who  can 
feel  and  know  what  the  men  on  the 
track  have  to  endure. 

This  is  a  true  story.  A  strong  wind  is 
blowing,  with  the  thermometer  at  twen- 
ty-five below.  A  passenger  train  stands 
at  the  depot  in  the  city  at  2  a.  m.,  with 
its  passengers  in  nice,  warm  coaches. 
The  engine  is  snorting,  eager  to  get 
away  along  the  steel  trail.  At  last  every- 
thing is  ready,  the  engineer  pulls  the 
lever,  and  off  the  train  starts.  The 
tracks  are  covered  with  drifting  snow 
and  the  train  moves  slowly  and  is  in 
danger  of  being  stalled.  The  sectionmen 
are  in  their  comfortable  beds  in  a  dis- 
tant hamlet  along  the  line;  they  have 
had  a  hard  day  of  it,  shoveling  snow, 
and  they  sleep  soundly,  when  hark  I 
What  is  that?  A  loud  knock  on  the 
section  house  door.  The  boss  hurri^s  to 
the  door;  the  night  operator  is  there. 
He  says:  ** Hurry  your  men  out.  No.  — 
will  be  here  in  a  few  minutes;  you  have 
to  go  with  her  and  pilot  her  through  the 
snow."  The  men  are  hurried  from  their 
beds  and  get  down  to  the  station  just  as 
the  train  pulls  in.  They  are  armed  with 
shovels  and  they  get  on  the  train,  and  as 
she  moves  along  the  tracks  and  comes  to 
a  snow  bank  and  stalls,  out  jump  the 
men  with  the  shovels,  and  soon  the  train 
moves  on,  and  so  on  all  along  the  division. 

Qo  past  a  section  house  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  when 'the  men  are  at  their 
meals  or  after  the  day's  work  is  done, 
and  you  will  see  a  line  of  shovels  stand- 
ing alongside  the  door,  ready  to  be 
grabbed  at  a  moment's  notice.  They 
certainly  do  not  get  all  that  is  coming 
to  them,  but  only  by  united  effort  will 
they  get  more. 

Jos.  Fels,  the  millionaire  soap  maker, 
was  lecturing  in  Western  Canada  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  on  the  taxing  of 
land  values.  He  will  not  give  one  cent 
for  charity,  but  will  give  and  is  giving 
one  thousand  dollars  a  day  to  effect  a 
cure  for  poverty.  He  says  there  should 
be  no  poverty  in  Canada.  Well,  we 
know  there  should  not  be,  but  there  is, 
nevertheless,  and  there  are  poor  souls 
perishing,  who,  if  a  helping  hand  were 
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steetohed  oat  to  them  and  assistance 
given  them  to  pass  the  crisis,  would 
again  be  able  to  make  a  happy  home. 
What  is  land,  Mr.  Pels,  without  cash  to 
make  the  land  produce?  A  man  in  the 
old  country  finds  it  impossible  to  make 
a  living  for  himself  and  his  family;  he 
has  a  little  money,  and  by  selling  his 
effects  he  comes  to  Canada  with  his 
family  and  takes  up  a  homestead.  When 
winter  sets  in  his  money  is  running  short. 
He  has  a  cow  and  a  team  of  horses.  He 
consults  with  his  wife  and  she  says  she 
can  look  after  the  house  and  the  cows 
while  he  goes  to  the  city  to  look  ^or 
work.  Off  he  goes,  and  everything  is 
going  all  right.  One  afternoon  the  wife 
leaves  two  of  the  children  in  the  house 
and  takes  her  little  boy  to  the  stable  to 
do  the  chores.  After  she  gets  through 
she  takes  the  pail  with  milk  in  one  hand 
and  her  little  boy  in  the  other  and  starts 
for  the  house,  two  hundred  yards  away, 
but  when  she  opens  the  stable  door  a 
howling  blixzard  is  on.  The  house  is  not 
to  be  seen,  but  she  starts  for  where  she 
thinks  it  is.  She  walks  and  walks,  but 
never  reaches  the  house.  The  pail  is 
dropped  and  she  and  the  boy  turn  their 
backs  to  the  storm  and  drift.  At  last 
they  are  tired  out  and  the  mother  real- 
iies  that  she  is  lost.  She  drops  to  the 
ground  and  puts  her  little  boy  under  her 
coat  to  shield  him  from  the  storm.  The 
end  is  near. 

Eariy  the  next  morning  a  neighbor 
came  to  help  her  after  the  storm,  but  he 
found  the  two  children,  all  alone  and 
cold,  in  the  house.  He  found  the  milk 
pail  not  far  from  the  house.  He  took 
the  children  to  a  place  of  safety  and 
^ave  the  alarm.  The  neighbors  turned 
ont  to  search  and  found  the  mother  and 
her  boy  frozen  stiff,  a  mile  from  their 
home.  This  is  just  one  of  the  tragedies 
of  the  prairies. 

When  effecting  a  cure  for  poverty 
Bomething  ought  to  be  done  to  relieve  it. 
The  Master  says,  **The  poor  ye  have 
always  with  you,"  and,  '*In  as  much  as 
ye  have  done  it  unto  the  least  of  these, 
my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 
Bat  Mr.  Pels  has  not,  perhaps,  come  in 
touch  with  the  Master. 

Sister  Bash,  I  was  sorry  to  hear  that 


you  had  sickness  in  your  home  last  sum- 
mer. Brother  Lowe,  do  not  pass  this 
way  without  calling  on  us.  Drop  a  note 
and  we  will  meet  you.  We  are  only  a 
mile  from  the  station.  I  see  by  the 
daily  paper  that  the  commission  award 
for  the  C.  P.  Ry.  boys  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  government  in  a  day  or 
two.  It  is  rumored  from  another  source 
that  the  boys  get  an  increase.  It  has 
been  a  long,  tiresome  wait,  but  patience 
Is  a  virtue,  and  the  boys  on  the  O.  P. 
Ry.  have  not  only  patience,  but  perse- 
verance. Brother  O'Donnell,  I  was  sorry 
to  hear  that  you  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  your  bam. 

Well,  I  am  sure  the  editor  will  be 
thinking  that  it  is  a  good  thing  that  I 
do  not  come  often;  but  trim  it  down, 
brother.  I  must  not  forget  to  say  a  word 
about  the  Auxiliary  before  closing.  I 
am  glad  that  it  has  made  a  new  start. 
It  is  no  longer  a  child,  but  a  maiden  who 
has  learned  by  experience  what  the  sel- 
fishness of  human  nature  means.  With 
best  wishes  for  all,  I  am,  yonrs  f rater- 
ally,  Mrs.  T.  Humphrey. 


Ivey,  Ga. 

After  reading  so  many  interesting  let- 
ters from  the  boys  and  girls  I  must  try 
and  write  a  letter  to  the  Advocate  my- 
self. These  letters  do  afford  much  pleas- 
ure to  the  boys  and  girls  in  their  section 
house  homes  although  they  may  not  say 
much.  I  am  always  glad  to  see  the  jour- 
nal come  on  that  account,  but  have  nev- 
er tried  to  write  myself. 

I  am  in  school  now.  We  have  a  very 
successful  school  with  thirty  pupils  en- 
rolled. Miss  Daisy  Dyer  is  our  teacher. 
Her  home  is  not  far  from  Nashville,  Tenn. 
We  all  love  her  very  much  and  do  all  we 
can  to  help  her  to  make  the  school  suc- 
cessful. My  father  is  a  section  foreman 
here.  He  has  had  some  very  hard  work 
to  do  to  maintain  his  track  in  good  shape 
as  he  has  not  been  located  here  long 
enough  to  get  his  track  to  suit  his  notion. 
However,  he  will  work  hard  for  success 
and  do  all  in  his  power  to  get  it  in  good 
shape  before  next  winter. 

I  wish  I  could  meet  with  some  of  the 
good  little  folks  from  the  different  parts 
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of  the  country.  I  may  some  time.  I  am 
going  to  join  the  Auxiliary  as  soon  as 
Mrs.  Smith  will  let  me.  I  am  not  quite 
old  enough  yet.  I  will  close  for  this  time 
and  will  write  again  if  the  editor  does 
not  throw  this  letter  in  the  waste  basket. 
With  best  wishes  to  all  the  readers  of 
the  Advocate  and  the  members  of  the 
Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary,  I  remain, 
yours  truly,  Annie  Myrtle  Johnson. 


Richmond,  Va. 


Well,  here  I  am  again,  trying  to  write 
a  letter  for  our  dear,  old  journal.  I  in- 
tended to  try  to  get  my  letter  in  on  time 
for  the  March  issue,  but  I  thought  as  I 
was  going  to  Atlanta  with  my  better 
half,  to  attend  the  Southern  Association 
of  General  Chairmen,  that  I  would  wait 
until  my  return. 

I  was  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  some 
of  the  sisters,  but  no,  not  one  and  don't 
you  know  I  felt  real  lonesome  there  in 
that  strange  city  by  myself,  as  Mr.  Pngh 
could  not  be  with  me.  He  was  in  the 
lodge  room,  so  I  told  him  that  I  would 
go  out  and  walk  around  and  see  all  that 
I  could,  and  if  I  got  lost,  the  police  would 
bring  me  back  to  the  hotel,  but  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  this  was  not  necessary. 

I  walked  around  for  two  days  alone 
and  I  cannot  tell  you  how  much  I  did 
enjoy  it.  On  the  first  day  I  was  walking 
along  the  street  and  saw  that  a  cooking 
school  was  going  on  for  the  home  of  in- 
curables. I  saw  so  many  ladies  going  in, 
so  I  went  in  myself  and  enjoyed  it  very 
much,  as  I  want  to  learn  all  I  can  about 
cooking,  for  I  have  a  lot  of  it  to  do.  I 
learned  a  new  way  to  bake  beans  and 
also  to  stuff  cabbage,  but  I  stayed  over 
my  time  and  my  husband  began  to 
think  that  I  really  was  lost,  but  no  such 
luck  for  him,  he  cannot  get  rid  of  me  so 
easy. 

I  met  with  several  of  the  brothers 
whom  we  met  in  Boston.  On  the  morn- 
ing we  left  all  of  us  went  out  to  Grant 
Park,  and  there  we  went  in  to  see  the 
battle  of  Atlanta.  It  was  the  grandest 
piece  of  painting  that  I  ever  saw  and 
then  we  went  around  to  see  the  wild 
animals,  but  I  must  not  say  much  about 
this,  as  Brother  Lowe  is  going  to  write 


a  letter  about  it  and  the  ''Yankee,^^  aA 
the  old  man  said  **See  Tank?" 

We  left  Atlanta  at  11 :80  on  the  mom* 
ing  of  the  18th  and  arrived  at  Richmond 
the  next  morning  in  time  for  breakfast. 

Now,  just  a  word  about  ^e  Auxiliary. 
I  have  been  trying  to  start  a  lodge  here 
but  have  not  been  successful  as  yet,  but 
I  have  not  g^ven  up.  I  am  following  the 
old  adage  which  says  '*If  at  first  yon 
don't  succeed,  try  again,"  and  tiiat  is 
just  what  I  am  doing  now.  I  believe 
that  it  would  be  worth  a  lot  to  us  ladies 
to  get  together  and  get  acquainted  widi 
each  oUier.  Sister  Byrd,  I  did  not  re- 
ceive your  card.  I  sent  you  one.  Per- 
haps you  did  not  receive  mine,  as  I  have 
not  heard  anything  from  yon  .only 
through  the  Advocate.  I  passed  through 
your  town  on  the  night  of  the  14th  and 
wished  that  it  had  been  day  time  so  that 
I  might  have  looked  out  of  the  window 
and  seen  what  little  one  can  from  the 
train. 

Why  don't  some  of  you  sisters  wrilbe? 
Sister  Smith  of  Chicago,  I  have  not  seen 
a  letter  from  you.  I  am  sure  that  you 
oould  write  an  interesting  one. 

I  guess  the  editor  is  getting  tired  of 
this,  so  I  will  dose  by  asking  him  to  cor- 
rect all  mistakes  and  again  asking  all 
our  sisters  to  write  more  frequently  to 
the  Advocate.  With  best  wishes  for 
the  Auxiliary  and  the  parent  Order,  I 
remain,  yours  in  L.,  F.  and  T., 

Nannie  A.  Pugh. 


Macon,  Oa. 


If  yon  will  allow  me  space  in  yoor 
journal,  I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines. 
My  father  works  for  tHe  Georgia  Southern 
and  Florida  Railway,  and  I  also  have  a 
brother  who  works  for  the  same  road. 
They  both  belong  to  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
and  think  it  is  a  grand  Order.  They 
have  paid  their  dues  for  the  first  half  of 
this  year,  and  father  has  received  bis 
working  card.  We  have  been  here  one 
year,  and  I  like  the  place  very  well.  I 
have  been  at  work  in  an  overall  factory 
ever  since  I  came  here,  and  I  am  a 
member  of  tiie  U.  G.  W.  of  A.  and  think 
it  is  also  a  grand  order.  I  think  the  rail- 
road men  should  do  like  we  do.    If  tliey 
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cannot  get  the  laborers  to  join  to  Order, 
don't  let  them  work.  This  is  the  way 
the  U.  G.  W.  of  A.  does.  All  of  our 
work  18  union  made  and  has  the  union 
label  on  it,  and  I  think  that  all  union 
men  should  wear  union-made  garments. 
My  letter  is  getting  too  lengthy,  so  I 
will  bring  it  to  a  close.  I  would  like  to 
exchange  post  cards  with  any  of  the 
Advocatb  readers.  Wishing  all  unions 
saccess,  I  am,  yours  sincerely, 

Lelia  Hysleb. 


Pont  Rouge,  Que. 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  I  wrot« 
my  last  letter  for  publication  through 
the  columns  of  our  dear  Advocate,  so  I 
will  try  again.  Well,  sisters  and  broth- 
ers, I  hope  you  enjoyed  **Mardi  Gras"  as 
did  the  people  in  the  "Old  Rock  City." 
This  is  the  first  time  it  has  ever  been  cel- 
ebrated in  Quebec.  Mardi  Gras,  or  Tag 
Day,  as  it  was  called,  for  every  man^ 
Woman  or  child  were  tagged  as  soon  as 
they  put  their  foot  on  the  street,  by  the 
"Daughters  of  the  Empire,"  with  their 
rosy  cheeks  and  bright  eyes  and  baud  of 
White  linen  with  a  double  cross  on  the 
left  arm.  When  you  pass  by  one  of  them 
you  were  presented  with  a  tag  and  then' 
yon  drop  10  cents  into  the  box. 

Now,  I  am  sure  you  would  like  to  know 
the  meaning  of  this  tag^ng.  It  is  to 
raise  a  fund  to  provide  medical  treat- 
ment for  the  poor  who  are  suffering  from 
consumption  and  to  prevent  the  spread- 
ing of  that  dreadful  plague  from  which 
many  are  suffering  and  have  no  means  of 
caring  for  them.  I  am  sure  you  will  all 
agree  with  me  that  it  is  for  a  good  pur- 
pose. 

There  is  nothing  so  dear  to  our  Divine 
Lord  as  charity. 

I  will  now  give  you  an  idea  of  how  the 
afternoon  was  passed.  At  2:30  Chanti- 
dere  arrived  at  the  city  hall  and  was 
given  the  key  to  the  city  of  Quebec. 
The  key  was  very  tiny;  only  ten  feet 
long.  His  Worship,  Mayor  Drouin,  made 
a  few  appropriate  remarks,  hoping  they 
would  act  in  a  becoming  manner  during 
the  afternoon  and  request  that  the  key 
be  returned  to  him  at  12  o'clock. 

The  procession  left  the  drill  hall  at 


2:30.  The  Mardi  Gras  in  all  kinds  of 
colors  and  all  sizes,  from  old  men  to  lit- 
tle boys  was  lead  by  the  chief  of  police, 
followed  by  Chantidere  holding  the  key 
of  the  city  on  his  car.  There  was  a  rep- 
resentation of  all  of  the  trades  and  com- 
mercial interest  of  the  city;  allegoric 
oars  of  all  descriptions.  The  most  im- 
portant cars  were  that  of  the  Royad  Pal- 
ace Theatre  representing  the  queen  of 
tiie  theater,  drawn  by  eight  horses,  also 
that  of  the  Chateau  Frontenac  Snow 
Shoe  Club,  drawn  by  ten  Eskimo  dogs. 

We  also  had  a  good  representation  of 
our  future  Canadian  navy  and  coal  mines 
with  the  miners  at  work,  by  the  Quebec 
Coal  Dealers.  The  Dominion  Fish  Co., 
had  a  large  salmon  cut  in  ice  and  lighted 
up  by  electricity.  A  car  represented 
Buffalo  Bill  and  his  officers.  Holt  and 
Renfrew  Fur  Establishment  had  a  car 
with  160,000  worth  of  furs  on  it.  Tuis 
car  was  called  the  Russian  car.  Anoth- 
er car  represented  a  Maple  Sugar  camp 
of  1895,  also  John  Baptiste  Trudeau  and 
his  family.  The  Quebec  markets  had  a 
car  with  an  ox  weighing  2500  pounds.  A 
car  representing  the  Western  prairie  was 
very  beautiful  indeed. 

The  Bakers'*  Union  of  Quebec  had 
thirty  cars.  They  made  hot  loaves  and 
distributed  them  along  the  route.  The 
car  representing  Barnum's  circus  was 
very  nice  and  drew  considerable  atten- 
tion. I  must  not  forget  to  mention  Mul- 
doons  Picnic  which  was  the  most  laugh- 
able of  all. 

I  must  now  close,  not  that  I  have  not 
a  lot  more  I  would  like  to  say,  but  I  am 
afraid  the  editor  will  get  it  back  on  me, 
and  as  we  have  always  been  friends,  I 
would  like  to  continue  to  be  so  in  the 
future.    Yours  in  L.,  F.  and  T., 

Mrs.  M.  WAiiSH. 


Grose  Close,  Va« 


As  I  have  never  written  but  one  letter 
to  the  Advocate  before,  and  as  I  have 
never  seen  any  letter  published  from 
Grose  Close  since  I  liave  been  reading 
the  journal,  it  looks  like  some  one  could 
or  would  write  some  very  interesting 
letters,  as  we  have  plenty  of  good  Broth- 
erhood men  in  and  around  Grose  Close 
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and  I  do  hope  that  t^ere  will  be  more 
as  I  think  it  is  a  good  Order. 

My  husband  is  a  member  and  has  been 
for  years.  He  has  worked  on  the  track 
and  has  also  been  a  track  walker  for 
20  odd  years.  He  is  now  66  years  old 
and  is  in  good  health.  He  has  a  big 
heart  and  looks  forward  to  t^e  day  when 
all  will  be  members  of  the  Order.  My 
husband  is  one  of  the  best  foremen  I  be- 
lieve on  the  N.  &  W.  By.  We  have  raised 
a  family  of  ten  children,  ages  from  9  to 
30,  with  six  at  home  now,  so  you  see  we 
need  all  the  help  we  can  get. 

Track  work  is  very  hard,  but  at  the 
same  time  my  husband  would  not  accept 
of  a  better  job  if  he  could  get  it.  Isn't 
that  strange  to  prefer  a  hard  job  to  an 
easy  one?  Please  find  space  for  this, 
and  wishing  good  luck  to  all,  I  remain, 
Mrs.  K.  M.  E. 


CUrK,  W.  Va. 


Well,  dear  readers  of  the  Advocatb,  I 
will  write  a  few  lines  and  hope  to  see  them 
in  print.  My  husband  is  a  section  foreman 
on  the  C.  &  O.  and  is  a  strong  union  man. 
I  am  proud  to  say  that  he  always  carries 
an  up-to-date  working  card.  This  winter 
has  been  rather  cold  in  West  Virginia. 
I  do  not  like  our  present  location  where 
we  reside.  I  sometimes  get  lonesome, 
but  I  have  two  bright  little  children  to 
keep  me  company  while  my  dear  hus- 
band is  at  work.  Wishing  the  Brother- 
hood and  Auxiliary  a  successful  year,  I 
am,  yours  truly,         Mrs.  Jos.  Binion. 


Ormgg^  Man. 

Good  morning,  little  folks!  Will  you 
allow  a  little  space  in  your  circle  for  a 
little  stranger  to  write,  as  I  have  never 
seen  any  letters  from  this  part  of  the 
country  I  thought  I  would  try  to  write 
one  although  I  doubt  my  ability  to  write 
a  very  interesting  one. 

My  papa  is  a  section  foreman  and  a 
Brotherhood  man  and  he  thinks  it  is  a 
grand  Order  and  says  he  will  stick  to  it 
as  long  as  he  can  pay  his  dues.  We  are 
a  family  of  eight  children  and  it  takes 
nearly  all  he  earns  to  keep  us,  but  when 
the  time  comes  for  him  to  pay  his  dues 


he  is  not  behind.  Papa  says  that  is  what 
all  union  men  should  do.  We  are  having 
some  very  cold  weather  at  present,  and 
the  section  men  are  having  a  hard  Ume, 
having  to  be  out  in  the  cold  so  much. 

Olive  Angus,  wake  up  and  write  a  few 
lines  to  the  Advocate.  I  am  sure  the 
kind  hearted  editor  will  print  our  letters. 
Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and  Ladies' 
Auxiliary  the  best  of  success,  and  hoping 
that  you  will  allow  me  to  write  again,  I 
remain,  Valentikb  Allart. 


BlacKvilU,  S.  C. 


I  saw  so  many  nice  letters  from  the 
girls  and  boys  this  month  that  I  thons^t 
I  would  write  a  few  lines.  My  father  h 
a  section  foreman  on  the  Columbia  di- 
vision, and  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  B. 
M.  W.  E.  and  thinks  it  is  a  grand  Order. 
I  go  to  school  every  day.  I  am  in  tiie 
seventh  grade.  I  am  14  years  old.  I 
have  five  brothers  and  three  sisters.  I 
am  next  to  the  baby,  who  is  11  yean 
old.  Two  of  my  sisters  and  three  of  my 
brothers  are  married.  My  sister  Mae, 
who  wrote  to  the  Advocate,  is  married 
and  lives  about  a  mile  from  us.  One  of 
my  single  brothers  lives  at  home  and  the 
other  one  lives  at  Port  Arthur,  Tex.  He 
came  home  to  see  us  at  Christmas  time. 
We  had  not  seen  him  for  two  years  pre- 
vious to  that.  I  would  like  to  exchange 
post  cards  with  any  of  the  readers  of  the 
journal.    Sincerely  yours, 

Blanche  Habtin. 


St.  Vincent,  Minn. 

I  wUl  try  to  write  a  few  lines  to  the 
dear  old  Advocate  as  I  have  been  silent 
so  long  and  I  have  never  seen  any  let- 
ters from  here  before.  My  papa  is  a 
section  foreman  on  the  Soo  Line.  He 
has  been  here  for  a  year  and  a  half. 
Papa  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  209  and  thinks 
it  is  a  grand  Order.  He  is  always  care- 
ful to  keep  his  dues  fully  paid  up.  We 
like  to  read  all  of  the  nice  letters  in  the 
Advocate. 

We  don't  like  the  place  where  we  are 
living.  It  is  so  lonesome.  We  live 
about  one  mile  from  the  Canadian  line, 
and  three  miles  from  St.  Vincent.    We 
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are  having  very  cold  stormy  weather 
with  plenty  of  snow  this  winter.  I  have 
two  sisters  and  three  brothers.  I  am 
the  oldest  and  will  be  fifteen  years  old 
the  14th  of  Febmary.  I  would  like  to 
exchange  post  cards  with  any  of  the 
journal  readers  who  may  wish  to  do  so. 
I  cannot  go  to  school  in  winter  as  it  is 
80  far  to  school.  It  is  three  and  a  half 
miles.  I  like  to  go  to  school  when  I  can. 
Will  close  for  this  time  and  if  I  see  this 
in  print  I  will  write  again.  Wishing  the 
Brotherhood  every  success,  I  remain, 
yoms  tndy,  Ruth  £.  Sandstrom, 
R.  F.  D.  1,  Box  12. 


Stapleton»   Va. 


Here  I  am  again  knocking  for  admis- 
sion, please  open  the  door  and  g^ve  me 
a  chair  so  that  I  may  have  a  chat  with 
the  kind  Advocate  readers.  I  enjoyed 
reading  the  nice  letters  in  the  March 
Advocate  and  finding  them  so  interest- 
ing, I  thought  to  try  my  hand  again,  as 
my  other  letter  did  not  reach  the  waste 
basket. 

Ifr.  Pugh  came  over  yesterday  and 
collected  dues  from  my  husband  for  the 
first  half  of  the  year  1911  and  also  the 
local  dues.  I  think  Mr.  Pugh  is  a  nice 
man,  and  I  am  glad  that  he  comes  along 
and  holds  some  of  the  men  in  the  ring. 
It  seems  that  the  members  on  this  divis- 
ion, at  least  some  of  them,  are  entirely 
OQt  of  line  and  don't  realize  the  great 
benefit  they  are  receiving  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Brotherhood.  If  it  were 
not  for  those  who  pay  their  dues  and 
keep  the  wheel  turning,  there  would  be 
no  Brotherhood.  What  is  the  little  wee 
sum  of  |8  per  year  we  pay  for  dues,  when 
the  wages  have  been  increased  in  the 
last  few  years  to  $15  more  in  the  month? 

Now,  yon,  Mr.  Backslider  or  Non- 
Member,  you  who  are  waiting  for  your 
brother  to  come  along  keeping  up  his 
dues  and  open  a  way  for  you  to  have 
better  clothing  for  your  family,  help  to 
educate  your  children  and  obtain  for 
them  more  of  the  necessities  of  life,  do 
you  not  feel  that  it  is  your  duty  to  get 
in  line  with  your  fellows  and  help  the 
organization  along?  Great  as  are  the 
benefits  that  we  have  been  deriving  from 


the  Brotherhood,  we  could  have  made 
more  progress  had  you  done  your  duty 
as  others  have  done. 

Mrs.  Evie  Sartor  Byrd,  your  letter 
was  good,  still  I  don't  really  think  it  a 
sin  to  wearyourSunday's  best  to  church. 
Qod  gives  us  all  we  have,  and  we  should 
always  use  and  thank  Him  for  all  things. 
People  who  think  that  they  are  better' 
than  their  neighbor  because  they  are 
better  dressed,  or  scorn  someone  who  is 
not  able  to  dress  as  well,  or  one  who 
puts  on  low-necked  dresses,  or  puts  all 
their  mind  on  such  things,  don't  you 
think  this  is  where  woman  sins?  I,  too,! 
thought  it  a  sin  to  wear  fine  dresses  un- 
til I  studied  the  matter  and  found  that 
one's  actions  are  what  count,  not  the, 
dress.  Love  is  what  the  church  people 
need,  be  kind  to  everyone,  have  a  kind 
look  and  a  loving  word  for  all.  I  don't 
think  it  a  sin  to  dress  nice  for  church  if 
we  go  with  the  heart  ready  to  receive 
the  truth  and  with  the  desire  to  draw, 
near  to  God. 

I  can  certainly  agree  with  you  about 
feeling  near  to  Qod  out  in  the  beautiful 
fields.  I  do  love  the  pretty  green  trees, 
the  lovely  flowers  and  woods,  as  they 
seem  to  inspire  thoughts  of  God  and 
bring  Him  nearer  to  one's  heart. 

How  tedious  and  tasteless  the  hourg, 

When  Jesns  no  lonjcer  I  see, 
Sweet  prosi)ect»,  sweet  birds  and  sweet  flowers. 

Have  all  lost  their  sweetness  to  me.  • 

The  mid-sammers'  sun  shines  bnt  dim, 
The  fields  strive  in  .vain  to  look  gay. 

But  when  I  am  happy  in  Him, 
December  is  pleasant  as  May. 

Mrs.  Edwards,  your  letter  was  read« 
You  have  ray  heart's  deepest  sympathy. 
I,  too,  have  bad  lots  of  trouble,  but  I  am 
just  looking  on  the  bright  side  and  trust- 
ing in  Him  who  is  able  to  lift  the  dark 
clouds  and  bear  our  burdens.  I  am 
sure  if  we  look  to  Hiqi,  all  will  be  well 
with  us.  There  is  sunshine  behind  all 
dark  clouds.  We  cannot  expect  **to  be 
carried  to  the  skies,  on  flowery  beds  of 
ease,  while  others  fight  to  win  the  prize 
and  sail  through  blc^ody  seas." 

I  am  afraid  I  ^m  staying  too  long  so 

will  stop  and  give  someone  else  room  for 

a  line.     Wishing  you  all  God's  blessings 

and  success  for  the  Brotherhood,   I  am» 

Mrs.  Sbary. 
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Willouchby.  Vt. 

Keve  I  am  once  moro  with  the  pen  and 
r  I  proceed  any  farther  with  this 
,  I  want  to  thank  bnr  noble  presi- 
dent* A.  B.  Lowe,  for  that  nice  photo 
iif  lilmiiilf  timt  he  eent  me.  Indeed,  I 
feelfJPMtly  honored  and  why  shouldn't  IT 
Sprfail^  win  soon  be  here  and  I  am  sure 
ilEllQI'l^*^^^  ^^^  hearts.  We  have  had 
aloi^  hard  winter  here  In  Vermont  and 
iftMIIBUKie  the  work  hard  for  the  sec- 
We  had  some  big  snow-storms, 
made  shoveling  much  harder, 
with  good  courage  they  suo- 
I  getting  through  the  winter, 
r  sorry  to  hear  of  the  sad  acci- 
I  kaf^MBcd  to  Bro.  J.  B.  Oreen- 
seetion  foreman  on  the  Stan- 
ch Line,  section  82.  I  have 
.  Qreenleaf  for  years,  andknow 
f  an  honorable  and  upright  man. 
m  months  ago  he  lost  his  wife  by 
i^Mrty  alok  a  few  days  with  pneu- 
'i  mm  sure  he  has  the  sympathy 
.  B.  H.  W.  E. ;  also  Brother  Bay 
r  of  Barton,  Vt.,  who  are  now 
I  seat  over  their  little  baby 
__^^0iok  and  has  been  most  all 
ft^Jnat  two  or  three  years  ago 
[-41M  little  darling,  whom  Ckxl 
\  own  and  took  it  home  to 
^^nOlkt  may  it  be  Qod's  will  to 
le  one  to  the  anxious  par- 

b  t^MB  with  the*,  oh,  b«  not  ditmaf6d« 
EfSr  God,  I  will  •till  dye  %h—  aid. 

"    i  thM,  help  thM,  and  eaoM  thee  to 

■y  CTMions,  ofluilpolMt  haad.'* 
I  only  hope  we  can  rely  upon 
'  that  Jesus  doeth  all  things 
rhaye  our  sympathy.  Brother 

\  to  see  in  the  last  Advocatb 

I  ffiMn  Fairlee.    I  hope  to  see 

I  in  the  future,  from  others. 

1,  why  don't  you  writeT 

will   be  interesting,   I  am 

» o^ers,  if  they  will  write 

ffi^-  «tteourage    one   another. 

?'iiMely   hearts  to  cherish, 

rare  going  by.^    80  come 

i  try  and  see  what  yon  can 

«e  another  happy.    Life  is 

ipend  our  time  in  doing 


good.  Brother  Bigelow,  come  again, 
and  next  time  bring  that  good  wife  of 
yours.  We  en}oy  your  visits.  Brother 
Polsom,  we  rejoice  over  your  dear  moth- 
er's convalescence  and  hope  she  will 
keep  on  improving. 

My  good  husband  is  gaining  slowly. 
I  wish  he  could  be  right  onco  more.  It 
is  so  hard  to  be  a  cripple.  But  that  can 
never  be.  We  have  to  hope  for  the  best, 
I»epare  for  the  worst  and  take  what 
Qod  sends.  I  hope  the  sick  ones  will  be 
convalescent  by  the  time  this  is  in  print 
and  that  they  will  be  able  to  en}oy  the 
fotore  spring  time  and  to  masticate  the 
good  from  the  maples.  I  sUil  remain, 
yours  truly,  Bdtthb  B.  D.  Qmay. 

P.  8.  I  want  to  say  *'amen''  to  Deer- 
field,  111.,  Certificate  No.  a3090S. 

E.  E.  D.  G. 


Van  WycK,  8.  C. 


Hello,  dear  readers,  brotiiers  and  sis- 
ters, how  are  yon  all  feeling  this  beauti- 
ful spring  weather?  I  hope  each  and 
everyone  has  received  the  journal  and 
read  it  trough.  I  }ust  received  ours 
this  morning  and  have  read  a  portion  of 
it,  but  not  all. 

Well,  good  people,  I  hardly  know  what 
to  say  tonight  that  would  arouse  the  in* 
terest  of  the  sleeping  ones.  Somehow  I 
want  to  do  something  that  would  iwove 
advantageous  to  all  our  craft.  What  is 
the  Brotherhood  for?  What  is  the  Ladies' 
Auxiliary  fort  If  I  mistake  not,  it  is  to 
draw  us  nearer  to  each  other  so  as  to 
make  one  solid  body.  We  will  say,  what 
is  the  solid  body  forT  Well,  now,  let  ns 
see  if  we  can  find  out.  If  one  or  two 
persons  wanted  to  change  the  course  of 
a  small  stream  of  water,  they  might  be 
able  to  do  that,  but,  for  instance,  if  they 
wanted  to  change  the  channel  of  a  river, 
what  would  be  necessary?  Two  men 
could  not  do  it  alone,  and  it  woold  re* 
quire  a  Ijurge  body  of  men  all  working 
together  intelligently  to  accomplish  the 
desired  result.  One  or  two  men  would 
never  be  able  to  do  the  work  alone,  so  it 
is  with  our  organisation.  No  one  man 
can  have- his  wages  raised  by  the  rail- 
way company,  hot  if  all  concerned  unite 
and  ask  as  a  body  for  improved  oondi- 
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tions  to  work  under  and  fair  wages  for 
their  labor  the  desired  results  will  be 
forthcoming,  but  unless  we  all  work  to- 
gether we  will  never  be  able  to  better 
our  conditions. 

Now,  Mr.  Non-Member,  how  do  you 
feel  in  the  midst  of  a  thousand  union 
men?  Do  you  feel  that  you  have  more 
power  alone  than  the  thousands  of  men 
who  are  united  for  mutual  protection 
and  are  you  waiting  for  X>od  to  come 
down  and  tell  you  to  join  your  brothers 
in  the  good  work?  The  Almighty  has 
laid  down  his  laws  in  plain  English  for 
us  to  obey  and  if  we  will  accept  His  plans 
and  do  our  part,  He  will  then  do  His  part. 
Likewise,  if  our  people  will  all  join  their 
craft  organization  and  form  themselves 
into  a  solid  organized  body,  the  com- 
panies for  whom  we  work  will  be  con- 
strained to  give  us  fair  treatment  and 
fair  wajges  for  our  labor. 

Send  in  your  applications  and  your 
membership  fees  and  this  will  be  another 
link  in  the  chain  and  make  your  organ- 
ization so  much  stronger. 

Well,  I  must  not  sit  here  all  night 
writing  and  everybody  snoring  to  beat 
the  band.  You  see,  if  I  sit  here  any  long- 
er, I  will  not  be  union  in  one  sense,  as  I 
have  to  join  in  with  the  rest  and  go  to 
slumberland.  Dear  me,  nobody  listening 
to  my  foolishness  but  a  union  man  in  the 
heavens  above,  so  I  will  bid  you  all  good 
night,  asking  the  good  editor  to  pardon 
me  for  trying  his  patience.  Wishing 
success  to  all  good  orders,  I  am,  yours 
in  S.  L.  and  U. ,  Lucy  Savage, 


Woodstock,  N.  B. 


I  saw  in  the  February  Advocate  an 
article  entitled,  '^Patience  a  Cardinal 
Virtue."  It  referred  to  patience  needed 
in  an  organizer.  Now,  tell  me,  in  tbe 
name  of  sense,  what  occupation  can  one 
hold  and  not  need  patience? 

Take,  for  instance,  the  woman  who 
start9  in  to  keep  house.  Doesn't  she 
need  the  patience  of  Job?  Of  course 
there  are  a  lot  of  people  who  pretend  to 
k^ep  house,  but  they  only  keep  at  it,  but 
in  order  to  keep  house  successfully,  one 
has  to  have,  a  great  many  accomplish- 
ments.   In  the  first  place,  she  must  be  a 


good  cook,  as  well  as  laundress  and  aa 
experienced  house  maid.  If  she  expects 
to  raise  a  family,  she  must  be  a  dress 
maker,  as  well  as  a  nurse  and  waitress. 
Now,  if  she  can  afford  to  hire  all  these 
things  done,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  she 
will  have  to  superintend  the  work,  as 
now  in  this  civilized  age  one  cannot  get 
decent  hired  help,  and  although  the 
husband  may  get  good  pay,  the  cost  of 
living  is  so  high  that  unless  one  is  inde- 
pendently rich,  the  housewife  has  to  do 
it  herself.  Now,  all  these  things  require 
patience. 

Sometimes  one  may  have  an  unruly 
husband  to  handle,  which  is  the  worst 
trouble  of  all.  In  addition  to  all  these 
things,  one  has  to  appear  in  g^ood  trim, 
with  ready  wit  to  enable  them  to  meet 
the  butcher,  milkman  and  grocerman 
and  be  able  to  correct  any  mistakes  that 
may  occur.  In  all  things  she  must  not 
lose  her  temper  or  appear  rude  or  for- 
ward, but  be  lady-like  always. 

Now,  in  all  these,  dear  reader,  you  will 
admit  she  should  have  the  seven  gifts  of 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  are  wisdom, 
understanding,  counsel,  fortitude,  knowl- 
edge, piety  and  fear  of  the  Lord.  And 
yet  they  write  about  Job,  and  not  a 
word  about  the  every-day  woman. 

I  have  not  spoken  about  her  as  a 
mother  and  all  the  accomplishments  re> 
quired  of  her  for  that  one  task  alone. 
If  a  man  is  prosperous,  nine  cases  out  of 
ten  it  is  his  wife  who  should  get  tiie 
praise.  If  a  child  is  bright  and  pretty, 
it  is  through  the  efforts  of  the  moUier, 
as  most  children  are  bright  and  pret^ 
if  dressed  up  in  pretty  things.  If  the 
children  have  a  musical  education,  the 
mother  has  denied  herself  something, 
or  everything— which  is  more  often  the 
case— in  order  to  pay  for  the  piano  and 
music  lessons.  This  is  the  case  with 
many  a  good  mother. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  family.  The 
boys  are  largely  influenced  by  the  father, 
no  doubt,  but  it  is  the  mother  who  molds 
the  lives  of  the  daughters  and  makes 
them  good  and  useful  women,  as  well  as 
ornaments  to  society.  Now,  dear  reader, 
I  am  speaking  about  when  she  is  needed 
in  church  work,  as  a  man  hay  go  to 
church,  but  a  woman  mjST  go,  in  order 
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to  be  a  good  mother,  as  well  as  a  good 
dtisen,  as  a  person  likes  to  know  that 
the  world  is  better  for  having  lived  in  it. 
This  is  written  by  one  with  some  ex- 
perience in  these  things. 

BETTER  THAN  GOLD 

B«Uer  tluui  gold  is  the  heart  that  loves 
As  the  hearts  of  the  paretits  do,    * 

For  the  heart  of  the  parent  is  alwayH 
Gentle,  kind  and  true. 

Better  than  sold  is  the  hand  that  smoothes 

The  pillow  for  the  dying  head; 
And  better  than  gold  are  the  lips  that  lisp 

A  pra7«r  for  the  one  that  is  dead. 

Better  than  gold  is  the  maiden  fair. 

With  her  sonl  untarnished  by  siii: 
With  a  firm  resolution  to  serve  tho  Lortl, 

A  firm  resolution  to  win. 

Better  than  gold  is  the  child  who  lispn 

A  prayer  at  his  mother's  knee-. 
With  feet  that  will  travel  the  narrow  way 

In  the  path  to  eternity. 

Better  than  gold  is  the  one  who  lends  a  hand 

To  a  brother  in  need; 
Who  seoms  to  do  a  selfish  act. 

Bat  lives  up  to  his  ereed. 

Better  than  gold  is  the  one  who  works 

To  earn  tiie  things  he  needs, 
Who  does  the  work  as  it  comes  to  his  hand 

And  Is  free  from  the  guilt  of  greed. 

Better  than  gold  is  the  gray  haired  man 

Whose  feet  with  grace  are  shod; 
Who  fboght  the  good  fight  with  the  world  and 
its  ways 

And  is  ready  to  meet  his  Go^I. 

Better  than  gold  are  the  the  things  we  have, 

Without  having  to  pay  a  cent- 
Pure  water,  fresh  air  and  a  chance  to  breathe 

And  a  mind  that  is  well  content. 

Tours  for  the  canse, 

A  Wbi^  Wisher. 


Grand  Island,  Neb. 

As  I  have  never  seen  a  letter  from 
Grand  Island,  I  will  try  to  writQ»  a  few 
lines.  The  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  organized  a 
lodge  here  in  March,  1910.  We  had  sev- 
eral meetings  bat  for  some  reason  or  oth- 
er, the  members  have  not  held  a  meeting 
now  for  some  time. 

My  hasband  was  the  first  foreman  on 
the  Nebraska  division  to  join  the  I.  B. 
M.  W^.  £.  and  he  joined  with  Organizer 
W.  H.  Hull.  He  was  one  of  the  commit- 
tee to  draw  up  a  schedale  to  submit  to 
the  officials  of  the  Union  Pacific.  He  has 
worked  on  the  U.  P.  for  eight  years  now, 
beginning  as  a  laborer  in  the  bridge  and 
building  department  and  working  at  that 


for  6  years  and  6  months.  Then  he  was 
made  foremen  of  a  gang  of  eight  men  in 
the  same  department.  Last  April  he 
was  appointed  scale  inspector  of  the 
Nebraska  division  and  now  has  only 
three  men. 

He  likes  the  work  very  much  but  had 
to  be  away  from  home  most  of  the  time. 
We  get  the  Advocate  every  month  and 
I  like  to  read  the  letters,  especially  those 
of  Bro.  T.  J.  O'Donnell,  and  Sisters  Cora 
B.  Smith,  Jenness  and  Byrd.  There  is  no 
lodge  of  the  Auxiliary  here.  I  would  be  a 
member  if  there  were  one.  I  must  stop 
now,  and  if  this  letter  misses  the  waste 
basket,  I  will  write  again. 

Mrs.  Chas.  Busseix. 


Caron,  Sash. 

Dear  readers,  just  a  line  this  month  to 
say  we  are  all  .well  and  still  at  the  old 
stand.  I  am  to  blame  this  month  for  be- 
ing late,  as  our  Advocatb  came  to  hand 
in  good  time  and  was  much  enjoyed  as 
usual.  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  Sister 
Smith,  president  of  the  Auxiliary,  is  hav- 
ing a  most  successful  organizing  trip. 
The  secretaries  of  the  Brotherhood  lodges 
have  it  in  their  power  to  assist  the  Aux- 
iliary very  much  if  they  feel  disposed  to 
do  so.  If  the  matter  is  brought  up  at 
the  men's  lodge  meetings  and  they  in- 
dorse it,  the  result  will  be  another  lodge 
of  our  Auxiliary.  Portage  la  Prairie 
Auxiliary  owes  its  success  very  largely, 
especially  in  the  early  stages  of  its  exist- 
ence, to  Bro.  Geo.  Seal,  who,  in  the 
capacity  of  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
Brotherhood  lodge  at  that  point,  was 
its  most  enthusiastic  promoter  and  loyal 
supporter. 

The  letters  in  this  journal  are  very 
special,  and  we  are  pleased  to  see  so 
many  from  this  province.  The  president 
says  the  anxious  seat  is  now  in  Toronto, 
but  we  have  heard  that  everything  has 
been  satisfactorily  adjusted,  and  this  in- 
cludes a  very  substantial  raise  of  pay  for 
the  men,  and  meantime  we  await  the 
next  journal  to  confirm  this  report. 

We  are  pleased  to  hear  of  grand  secre- 
tary treasurer,  Brother  Pegg,  being  at 
his  post  again,  and  trust  that  this  maybe 
a  banner  summer  for  the  Order. 
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Spring  is  almost  here  with  its  rush  and 
harry.  For  that  matter,  the  flowers  may 
be  in  bloom  down  South  where  Brother 
O'Donnell  lives.  Oonstmction  work  will 
be  going  on  a  pace,  and  the  prospects 
are  bright  for  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  men 
and  their  families.  The  spring  sewing  is 
taking  up  my  time  and  gardening  will  be 
pext  on  the  prog^ramme.  Just  now  we  are 
having  a  cold  spell  and  the  piercing 
March  winds. 

Well,  Brother  O'Donnell,  we  have 
some  funny  laws  over  here  as  well  as 
your  country.  Moose  Jaw  voted  on  the 
local  option  and  it  carried.  Now  the  by- 
law has  been  squashed.  The  learned 
judges  seem  to  have  power  to  do  almost 
anything,  but  I  suppose  yon  have  no 
sympathy  with  "dry  towns." 

Now,  I  must  hurry  this  to  the  mail  or 
it  will  be  too  late  for  the  April  journal. 
We  hope  the  writers  who  were  suffering 
with  la  grippe  have  all  fully  recovered. 
With  best  wishes  for  the  advance  of  the 
principles  of  unionism,  I  am,  sincerely 
and  fraternally  yours, 

M.  J.  Scott. 


fiackleburg,  Ala. 

Here  I  come  again,  and  surely  I  am 
the  only  girl  on  this  division,  as  I  never 
see  any  letters  from  any  one  else.  Why 
don't  you  write  and  let  every  one  know 
that  you  are  not  sleeping?  There  is 
nothing  I  enjoy  more  than  reading  the 
many  nice  and  interesting  letters  from 
the  girls  and  boys.  Of  course  there  are 
but  few  boys  who  write,  hardly  ever 
more  than  one  in  each  journal.  Boys, 
we  enjoy  your  letters  and  wish  you 
would  write  more  often. 

We  are  not  living  where  we  did  when 
I  wrote  last,  but  are  on  the  same  division. 
This  is  a  very  nice  little  place,  and  I  like 
it  better  than  the  place  we  used  to  live 
in,  as  we  have  two  churches  and  a  good 
school.  I  think  the  members  here  on 
this  line  are  losing  interest  in  the  Order, 
as  they  can't  get  them  to  attend  their 
meetings.  Mr.  W.  M.  Smith  has  been 
trying  to  get  them  back  in  line,  but  I 
am  sorry  that,  so  far,  he  does  not  seem 
to  have  had  much  success.  Papa  has 
always  kept  his  dues  paid  up,  although 


I  think  some  have  failed  to  pay  tbeM, 
but  I  hope  that  in  the  near  future  they 
will  all  come  to  the  front  again  and  not 
play  backsliders.  It  seems  that  the  sec- 
tion laborers  cannot  realize  that  they 
are  doing  the  hardest  work  and  receiving 
the  least  pay.  If  they  would  only  stop 
to  think  and  look  at  it  in  the  right  way, 
they  would  all  be  ready  and  willing  to 
fall  in  line  and  do  what  they  could  to 
help  themselves. 

My  brothers  have  a  store  here,  and  I 
clerk  for  them.  I  like  the  work  fine.  I 
have  only  two  brothers;  the  older  is 
traveling  and  the  other  is  in  business 
college.  For  fear  that  I  am  taking  up 
too  much  space,  I  had  better  be  going. 
Wishing  the  Brotherhood  every  success, 
I  am,  yours  fraternally,    Lina  McCoy. 


Irontoa,   O. 


I  have  looked  tbroi^h  the  Febmaiy 
Advocatb  and  have  seen  many  letters 
from  all  parts  of  the  United  States  ex- 
cepting Iron  ton,  and  I  wonder  what  is 
'  the  matter  with  this  part  of  the  world. 
Why  cannot  we  wake  up  and  let  people 
know  there  is  someone  living  on  the  K. 
&  W. 

This  is  my  first  attempt  to  write  a  let- 
ter to  the  dear  old  Advocate  and  I  hope 
the  editor  will  correct  all  mistakes.  My 
husband  is  a  section  foreman  on  ttke  N. 
&  W.  and  has  been  employed  by  this 
company  for  nearly  twenty  years.  About 
fourteen  years  of  that  time  as  a  section 
foreman  and  has  never  had  bat  ten  days 
against  his  record  in  that  time.  He  says 
that  the  N.  &  W.  is  a  good  company  to 
work  for  and  he  likes  the  officials  very 
much.  I,  for  myself,  have  only  one  ob- 
jection to  the  N.  &  W.  I  think  thatt^e 
company  ought  to  furnish  an  annual  pass 
for  the  foremen's  wives  as  we  have  to 
go  on  business  so  many  times  for  our 
husbands  and  either  have  to  wait  a  week 
or  ten  days  for  a  pass  or  else  pay  out  our 
hard  earned  money  that  we  made  work- 
ing for  the  company.  I  hope  the  I.  B. 
M.  W.  E.  will  take  this  matter  up  at 
their  next  meeting  and  see  if  something 
cannot  be  done  in  regard  to  securing  an 
annual  pass  for  the  foremen's  wives. 

We  have  a  lovely  place  to  live  and 
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have  a  good  hoaee  with  seven  rooms,  a 
cellar  and  ont  boildings  and  four  acres 
of  good  ground  and  several  fruit  trees. 
We  have  to  pay  $6  per  month  rent. 

We  have  only  one  child,  a  boy,  fifteen 
years  old,  who  goes  to  school  every  day 
and  expects  to  be  promoted  to  high 
school  next  year  and  we  think  he  is  the 
"only"  boy.  We  have  a  cow,  four  pigs 
and  about  forty  chickens. 

Death  has  visited  the  home  of  our 
friends,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Murphy,  and 
has  taken  their  darling  boy  from  them 
and  saddened  their  hearts  and  home. 
The  Lord  hath  given  and  the  Lord  hath 
taken  away. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  to  the  Advo- 
cate, I  will  not  take  too  much  space. 
Wishing  the  Advocate  and  its  readers 
every  success,  I  remain,  yours  truly, 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Brooks. 


Batavia,  O. 


Marion,  Va. 

As  I  have  finished  my  studies  for  to- 
morrow, I  will  write  a  letter  for  the  Ad- 
vocate. I  awoke  this  morning  and  found 
it  snowing  very  hard  and  it  continued  to 
snow  until  12  o'clock.  Papa  had  to  hur- 
ry out  and  see  that  the  switches  and 
station  platform  were  properly  cleared 
of  snow  before  the  early  train  came. 

Papa  is  a  very  strong  Brotherhood  man, 
having  been  initiated  when  the  Order 
was  first  instituted  along  in  1902,  and  he 
has  been  in  good  standing  ever  since 
that  time.  He  has  ever  been  ready  to 
do  all  he  could  for  the  upbuilding  of  our 
Order.  Papa  says  he  cannot  see  why 
any  sensible  man  will  not  keep  his  dues 
paid  and  keep  himself  in  good  standing 
when  he  knows  that  it  is  to  his  advantage 
to  do  so.  I  think  that  if  every  one  be- 
long^ to  the  Brotherhood  and  would  do 
their  part  as  faithfully  as  my  papa  has 
done  his  that  the  lodges  would  be  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition. 

I  am  only  a  little  girl  14  years  of  age 
and  Am  in  the  sixth  grade  at  school. 
Our  school  will  close  in  May  and  I  will 
be  very  ^lad.  I  would  like  to  exchange 
post  cards 'With  any  of  the  boys  or  girls 
about  my  age.  Wishing  the  Brother- 
hood and  Auxiliary  much  success,  I  re- 
main, Emily  Branch. 


As  my  last  letter  escaped  the  waste 
basket,  I  will  try  again.  I  have  just  re- 
ceived the  February  Advocate  and  I 
see  many  nice  letters  in  it.  We  are 
having  very  bad  weather  now  for  track 
work.  Rain  most  of  the  time.  Papa  has 
a  full  force  of  men  and  all  good  workers. 
I  wish  they  were  all  workers  for  the  I. 
B.  M.  WJ  E.  Papa  has  one  Brotherhood 
man,  and  he  is  a  strong  one,  too.  My 
brother  is  going  to  join  at  the  next  meet- 
ing, I  think. 

I  wish  there  were  a  Ladies'  Auxiliary 
lodge  on  the  Scioti  division.  I  am  sure 
that  there  could  be  a  nice  lodge  here.  I 
will  be  eighteen  years  old  in  May  and  I 
hope  they  will  have  an  Auxiliary  on  this 
division  by  that  time.  I  will  surely  join 
it  if  I  can  help  them  in  any  way,  for  I 
think  it  is  a  grand  Order.  Will  not  some 
one  help  us  get  an  Auxiliary  here?  I 
will  do  all  I  can. 

As  my  letter  is  growing  long  I  will 
close  and  g^ve  someone  else  a  little  space, 
who  can  write  a  more  interesting  letter 
than  I  can.  I  am  enclosing  my  picture 
with  this  letter  and  hope  to  see  it  in  print 
if  the  editor  will  publish  it.  With  best 
wishes,  I  remain,  yours  truly, 

Miss  Juanita  YOBtK. 


R.ipple  Mead,  Va. 


As  I  have  never  seen  any  letters  from 
this  part  of  the  country  I  thought  I 
would  write  a  few  words.  Papa  is  a  sec- 
tion foreman  at  this  place.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Order  and  I  think  he  is  very 
proud  of  both,  as  he  sticks  to  them  very 
close. 

I  am  a  little  girl  of  eleven  summers. 
I  am  five  feet  tall  and  weigh  115  pounds. 
Have  been  going  to  school  all  winter  but 
our  school  is  out.  I  have  six  brothers 
and  three  sisters.  My  eldest  brother  is 
in  the  navy.  He  has  been  having  a  fine 
time  the  last  four  months,  visiting  France, 
England  and  Cuba  and  I  dont  know  how 
many  other  places.  My  three  next  broth- 
ers work  on  a  section.  Won't  some  of 
you  little  girls  send  mo  some  cactus 
plants,  as  I  am  quite  anxious  to  get  some 
new  ones.    Yours,  Sena  Pyrtlb. 
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R.obbinsdale,  Mian. 

I  have  never  written  to  the  dear,  old, 
•Advocate  but  will  now,  and  hope  that  it 
will  miss  the  waste  basket.  My  papa  is 
a  Brotherhood  man  and  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  369.  He  is  always  sorry  when 
they  cannot  have  a  meeting.  Papa  is  a 
section  foreman  on  the  Soo  Line.  I  love 
to  read  the  journal.  My  brother  and  1 
have  to  walk  to  school  one  and  a  half 
miles  every  morning  and  evening.  I  like 
to  go  to  school,  but  it  is  so  hard  to  walk. 
I  have  to  take  a  music  lesson  every  Tues- 
day. Hoping  some  of  the  girls  and  boys 
will  write  to  me,  I  am,  yours  truly, 

Esther  Rose. 


Elhin,  N.  C. 


I  have  often  thought  that  I  would  write 
to  the  dear  old  Advocate,  but  have 
neglected  to  so  tmtil  now,  so  here  I  am. 
I  like  to  read  the  letters  in  the  dear  old 
journal  and  love  to  see  i t  come.  My  fath- 
er and  mother  are  dead.  I  live  with  my 
brother.  He  is  a  section  foreman  here, 
and  is  also  a  Brotherhood  man.  He 
loves  to  attend  his  lodge  meetings.  I 
think  it*  must  be  a  grand  Order  and  must 
be  doing  good  work.  I  love  to  read  the 
nice  letters  from  the  brothers  and  sisters 
and  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  of 
the  readers  who  care  to  write  to  me.  If 
this  escapes  the  waste  basket,  I  will 
come  again.    Yours  sincerely, 

Fannie  Holderfield. 


Fredericton  Jet.,  N.  B. 

Well,  here  goes  for  a  header  in  the 
waste  basket  I  expect.  However,  if  I 
escape  and  reach  the  Advocate  I  will 
think  it  is  a  miracle.  I  hardly  ever  see 
any  news  from  down  this  way ,  so  I  thought 
I  would  just  let  everybody  know  that  we 
are  living  and  that  we  have  a  good  Or- 
der, too.  My  husband  belongs  to  the 
Brotherhood  and  thinks  it  is  a  fine  Order. 
He  works  for  the  bridge  and  building 
department  on  the  C.  P.  Ry.  We  have 
some  of  the  best  union  men  you  would 
care  to  meet,  and  we  have  some  of  the 
meanest  men  you  would  not  cere  to 
meet,  yet  these  last  accept  the  benefits 


every  time  the  union  men  put  up  a 
fight.  1 1  is  like  the  old  story,  the  soldiers 
do  the  fighting  and  the  captains  get  the 
glory. 

We  have  no  Aazili«ry  here,  bat  I  wish 
we  had.  Ull  bet  it  would  be  a  good  one 
for  there  are  so  many  good  Brotherhood 
men'«  wives  here.  Now  I  moat  stop  by 
wishing  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  every  success 
and  with  best  wishes  to  the  Advocate, 
I  remain,  sincerely, 

A  Friend  of  the  Order. 


Waahington  Junction,  Me. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  to  the  Advo- 
cate, I  will  make  it  short,  as  it  may  not 
be  very  interesting.  I  am  14  years  old 
and  go  to  school  and  try  to  learn  fast. 
I  am  in  the  seventh  grade.  I  have  two 
brothers  and  one  sister,  but  I  am  the 
oldest.  My  papa  is  a  section  foreman 
and  belongs  to  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  and 
thinks  it  is  a  nice  order.  My  mother 
belongs  to  the  Auxiliary.  They  have 
very  nice  meetings.  They  had  a  fine 
supper  on  February  8.  We  do  not  like 
the  place  where  we  live  very  well,  as  it 
is  lonesome  in  the  winter  time;  we  see 
nothing  but  snow  plows  and  box  cars  as 
they  pass.  I  hope  to  see  this  letter  in 
print.  I  will  exchange  post  cards  with 
any  of  the  boys  and  girls.  Wishing  the 
Brotherhoi^d  and  Auxiliary  much  suc- 
cess, I  am,  yours  truly, 

Lillian  Lovell. 


Hodgea,  S.  C. 

I  am  a  little  girl  seven  years  old  and 
have  two  brothers,  one  four  and  the  oiii- 
er  eighteen  months  old.  I  go  to  school 
and  am  in  the  fourth  grade.  I  like  to 
go  to  school.  We  have  a  nice  new  school 
building.  My  papa  is  a  section  foreman 
on  the  Southern  between  Ck>lnmbia  and 
Qreenville.  He  is  also  a  Brotherhood 
man  and  a  member  of  Columbia  Lodge 
No.  36.  I  never  see  any  letters  from  the 
girls  and  boys  on  this  line.  I  thought  I 
would  try  to  write  one.  If  this  is  pub- 
lished in  the  journal  I  may  try  again. 

I  like  to  write  and  hope  that  some 
other  little  girls  on  this  division  will  try 
their  hand  at  writing.  With  best  wishes 
to  all,  lONE  SlCTTH. 
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Coal  GroTjs  Sta.»  O. 

I  would  like  to  occupy  a  little  comer, 
in  oar  dear  old  Advocate  for  the  first 
time,  and  I  hope  it  will  escajpe  the  waste 
basket.  My  husband  is  a  Brotherhood 
man,  and  he  holds  membership  in  Kenova 
Lodge  No.  67,  and  he  said  there  is  noth- 
ing like  it.  He  works  on  the  N .  &  W .  Ry . 
He  is  working  under  a  nice  section  fore- 
man. I  will  have  to  ring  off  and  if  this 
misses  the  waste  basket,  I  will  write  again. 
My  husband  likes  to  hear  from  the  Broth- 
erhood men  and  to  read  their  letters. 
Mrs.  Hattie  Choppins. 


Lower  East  Pubnico,  N.  B. 

I  will  try  to  write  a  few  more  lines  to 
the  dear  old  Advocate  which  I  enjoy 
reading  very  much  indeed  as  I  find  very 
much  that  is  interesting  in  it.  We  have 
qnite  a  lot  of  snow  down  here  in  Nova 
Scotia,  which  makes  it  bad  for  the  sec- 
tion men.  I  have  received  a  large  num- 
ber of  postals  from  journal  readers,  for 
which  I  am  very  thankful.  I  would  like 
to  read  more  letters  from  Nova  Scotia, 
P.  E.  I.  and  N.  B.  than  have  been  in  the 
journal  lately,  and  for  fear  that  a  long 
letter  now .  might  force  a  better  one 
aside,  I  will  ring  off.  Wishing  the  Broth- 
erhood and  Auxiliary  much  success,  I 
am,  your  friend,  Margaret  J.  AiXEN. 


WaKo,  Ont. 


This  will  be  my  first  letter  to  the  Ad- 
vocate, and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  write.  I 
do  hope  that  the  kind  editor  will  give 
me  space  in  his  journal,  as  itisnotgoing 
to  be  very  long.  I  cannot  write  as  in- 
teresting a  letter  as  some  whose  letters  I 
see  in  the  Advocate.  I  am  an  old  read- 
er and  enjoy  all  the  interesting  letters 
very  much  and  hope  the  girls  do,  too. 
I  don't  think  I  will  mention  the  boys  at 
all.  I  am  sure  they  never  read  the 
newsy  letters  because  they  never  write 
any  in  return.  If  they  would  they  could 
surely  not  stay  away. 

I  enjoy  reading  Sister  Carter's  letters 
very  mach  and  those  of  many  others,  too, 
I  hope  yon  will  continue.  My  father  is 
a  section  foreman  in  this  place  and  has 
been  for  a  year  and  a  half.    He  in  also  a 


Brotherhood  man.  This  is  a  very  nice 
place,  but  just  a  little  too  quiet  fora  girl, 
but  I  stay  here  because  I  think  I  ought 
to  help  my  mother.  Isn't  that  right, 
girls?  I  must  close  now  before  the  edi- 
tor gets  tired  of  reading  such  a  letter. 
Wishing  the  editor  and  all  the  readers 
of  the  journal  lots  of  success,  I  am, 

The  Wako  Girl. 


Texline,  Tex. 

This  is  my  first  letter  to  the  Advocate. 
I  read  all  of  the  letters  with  very  much 
pleasure.  My  father  belongs  to  the 
Brotherhood  and  thinks  it  is  a  fine  Order. 
He  is  a  section  foreman  on  the  T.  W.  & 
D.  I  am  11  years  old  and  am  in  the  fifth 
grade.  I  trust  the  editor  will  correct 
any  mistakes  in  my  letter  and  if  it  ap- 
pears in  print  I  will  come  again.  I  should 
like  to  exchange  post  cards  with  some 
of  the  boys  and  girls.  I  will  close  for 
this  time  by  wishing  the  Auxiliary  and 
Brotherhood  much  success. 

Annie  Powell,  Box  No.  256. 


Leon,  Ky. 

I  will  endeavor  to  write  a  few  lines  to 
the  dear  old  Advocate  and  trust  it  will 
escape  the  basket  as  it  is  my  first  letter. 
My  papa  is  a  member  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W. 
£.  and  he  thinks  it  is  a  grand  Order. 
He  is  a  carpenter  employed  on  the  C.  & 
O.  By.,  Ashland  division.  I  am  always 
glad  to  see  him  come  home  as  he  brings 
me  plenty  of  fruit  and  a  lot  of  toys.  I 
have  a  little  sister;  her  name  is  Nellie 
and  we  have  great  fun  together.  Wish- 
ing the  Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary  much 
success,  I  am ,   Billie  Howard  McGee. 


Salisburg,  Maaa. 


I  am  a  little  girl  of  10  years,  and  as  I 
read  a  great  many  letters  in  the  Advo- 
cate, I  thought  that  I,  too,  would  like 
to  write  a  few  lines  for  publication.  I 
go  to  school  every  day.  I  am  in  the 
fifth  gprade  and  like  my  teacher  very 
much.  My  papa  is  a  sectionman  and  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  300.  Well,  I  must 
close,  and  if  this  escapes  the  waste 
basket  I  will  come  again. 

EVELENA  LaWLER. 
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Lettre  du  President. 

Encore  une  fois  I'editeur  demande  si 
ma  lettre  fran^aise  est  pr^te  et  il  me 
souvient  que  le  temps  fuit  et  qu'un  autre 
mois  de  1911  est  pass^  sans  jamais  re- 
toumer.  C'est  une  pens^e  solenelle  qu'il 
n'y  a  pas  un  moment  qui  passe  qui  nous 
revient  encore.  L'avenir  est  incertain, 
le  present  appartient  k  nous  et  nous  pou- 
vons  en  faire  comme  nous  en  voulons, 
mais  l'avenir  est  un  myst^re. 

Je  suis  heureux  de  dire  que  bien  de 
nos  braves  gens  profitent  des  opportuni- 
t6s  et  employent  des  efforts  afin  d'aug- 
menter  le  nombre  de  nos  membres. 
Comment  est-ce  avec  vous  cher  fr^re? 
Que  faites-vous?  J'esp^re  que  je  n'^ris 
k  aucun  parmi  vous  qui  n'a  jamais  aid^ 
de  faire  entrer  un  homme  dans  nos  rangs. 
S'il  y  en  a,  que  pensez-vous  de  vos  obli- 
gations? Vous  avez  promis  de  faire  tout 
dans  votre  pourvoir  d'avancer  les  in- 
t^r^ts  de  la  Fraternity  et  j'esp^re  que 
vous  n'oublierez  pas  de  travailler  vers 
ce  but. 

C'est  une  grande  source  de  joie  pour 
moi  d'apprendre  que  les  homme  du  Int. 
Col.  Ry.  ont  obtenu  une  revision  de  leur 
schedule  apr^s  une  assemble  a  6t6  tenue 
dont  Geo.  Murray,  chairman,  de  Truro, 
et  R.  Coulombe,  vice-chairman,  de  St. 
Ignace,  Quebec  furent  presents.  Je  me 
demande  s'il  y  en  a  parmi  vous  qui  ac- 
ceptent  I'augmentation  et  qui  n'appar- 
tiennent  pas  k  1' union  ou  qui  k  cause 
d'un  grief  imaginaire  a  quitt^  I'organisa- 
tion.  Je  ne  m'en  doute  pas  que  ces 
hommes  ne  seront  pas  lents  d'accepter 
tout  ce  qu'on  offre  sans  en  avoir  aucun 
droit.  Je  n'aimerais  pas  de  dire  com- 
ment on  appelle  un  homme  de  ce  calibre. 

Un  a'ssessment  a  ^t^  impost  par  le 
comit£  afin  d' avoir  des  fonds  n^essaires 
s'il  arrive  encore  une  plainte  k  ajuster. 
II  faut  en  avoir  de  I'argent  pour  obtenir 
des  r^sultats  et  j'esp^re  que  vous  ne  re- 
fuserez  pas  ce  $1.60  qui  vous  apportera 


des  bien f aits.  Les  hommes  du  C.  P.  By. 
pay  en  t  |3  par  an  pour  cela.  Je  sois 
heureux  de  dire  qu'enfin  le  contr&t  da 
C.  P.  Ry.  a  6t6  donn^  et  une  augmenta- 
tion de  salaire  en  r^snlte,  aussi  le  Cana- 
dian Northern  de  Port  Arthur  k  Edmon- 
ton et  Bur  le  G.  T.  P.  et  dans  chaque  cas 
lis  ont  re9u  une  augmentation  de  salaire. 
General  Chairman  Dorey  pour  le  C.  P. 
Ry.,  Monsieur  Fljozdal  pour  le  C.  N.  Ry. 
et  Monsieur  Barker  pour  le  G.  T.  P. 
ont  notifi^  Monsieur  King,  minist^re  des 
travaux,  Ottawa,  de  leur  acceptation 
des  contr&ts  et  main  tenant  nous  atteo- 
dons  des  nouvelles  des  chemins  de  fer. 
J'esp^e  sino^rement  qu'ils  accepteront 
aussi  les  oontr&ts  et  par  ce  moyen  qu'ils 
avancent  la  prospMt^  de  leurs  chemins 
en  recevant  un  service  loyal  et  la  co- 
operation de  leurs  employ^  de  rentretien 
de  la  voie  sur  les  trois  chemins. 

Esp^rant  que  je  peux  bient6t  avoir  le 
bonheur  et  le  plaisir  de  pablier  les  bonnet 
nouvelles  d' acceptation  des  contrftts  et 
par  ce  moyen  nous  assorant  de  la  pais 
et  de  la  prosp^t^  et  demandant  eaasie 
des  lettres  de  nos  fr^es  et  scenn  iMBI> 
9ais,  fratemellement,     A.  B.  LowSf 

Pi^sidMlk 
^ -fjT- 

Trois  KivlereSt  Que.      *^: 

Lorsque  vous  lirez  cette  lettre,  i 
fois  on  me  fait  I'honneur  de  la 
vous  aurez  re^u  chers  confreres  < 
la  bonne  nouvelle  qui  va  porter  del 
dans  plus  d'un  foyer  let  donner 
d'aisance  chez  plusienrs  entre  vo 

Je  souhaite  que  tons  les  conf 
sent  servir  au  bien-^tre  de  leurs  j 
la  bonne  augpnentation  de  lenili  j 
et  que  tons  soient  reconnaiasantif] 
union  qui  par  la  voix  de  ses  rep 
assure  le  bien-^tre  aux  travafllenni'il 
respecter  ses  droits  en  payant  i 
et   en   essayant  de   faire    entrer 
compagnons  de  travail  qui  ne  seraient 
pas  de  I'union. 
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Je  lis  tonjours  avec  plaisir  lee  lettres 
fran9ai8e8  de  quelques-unes  de  nos  scBars, 
inais  vraiment  il  n'y  a  pas  assez  de  ces 
lettres. 

Allons,  chers  confreres  et  soeurs  fran- 
^ais,  6crivez  pour  que  ceux  de  vous  qui 
ne  savent  pas  lire  I'anglais  ne  re^oivent 
pas  inntilelent  leur  journal. 

Poor  xnoi  si  j'en  obtiens  la  permission, 
je  vous  promets  de  vous  ^rire  souvent 
et  soyes  indalgent  pour  oette  lettre,  j'y 
ai  mis  pins  d'ardeur  que  de  style.  Votre 
scBur  d^voate  k  notre  union. 

Robe  Passif. 


St.  Paul  atara  No.  142  of  Chicago. 

Gome  connazionale  e  membro  della 
medesima  nnione,  mi  faccio  un  dovere 
di  rivolgervi  i  miei  sentiment!  di  eimpa- 
tia  al  presidente  della  St.  P.  Stars,  Tony 
ArgentinOy  e  a  tutti  oolori  che  con  tan  to 
zelo  cooperarono  alia  grande  iniziativa 
nel  formare  una  unione  cosi  numerosa 
nel  breve  spazio  di  pochi  mesi. 


La  nostra  loggia  No.  215  alia  quale  ap- 
partengo  da  quattro  mesi  fu  fondata  da 
quasi  tutti  i  section  foremen  di  Omaha, 
Neb.,  e  Council  Bluffs,  la.,  sopra  i  ter- 
minali  della  medisima  e  dintomi,  e  devo 
nonfessare  che  il  lavoro  fatto  dai  nostri 
membri  h  stato  poco  soddisf acente,  a 
dacch^  faccio  parte  di  questa  loggia  ab- 
biamo  avuti  quattro  o  cinque  riunioni, 
senza  che  nessuno  avesse  parlato  di  am- 
mettere  nuovi  soci,  ad  interesse  dell' 
anione. 

Debbo  aggiungere  che  io  sono  1'  unico 
italiano  trackman  che  faccio  parte  di 
questa  loggia  ma  alia  prossima  riunione 
mi  voglio  far  coraggio  ed  esprimermi 
come  meglio  potrd  per  mandare  avanti 
le  cose  con  pi^  energia  e  di  far  entrare 
nella  nostra  loggia  No.  216  anche  i  track- 
men. Non  aggiungo  altro,  riservandomi 
ad  un'  altra  volta  per  dirvi  altre  cose, 
cio  che  riguarda  la  nostra  Fraternity. 

Con  tutta  stima  vi  saluto  tutti  sincera- 
mente,  e  sono,  vostro  fratello, 

Sam  Saloiou. 


3ro.  T-  a.  CoiXETT  AND  Crew,  Knoxville  Division,  Southern  Railway. 
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Equal  Opportunities. 

The  ultimate  aim  of  the  labor  move- 
ment is  to  establish  a  condition  of  so- 
ciety, first,  that  will  insure  to  each  head 
of  a  family  equal  and  ample  opportunity 
to  secure  a  livelihood  which  will  be 
sufficient  to  provide  his  family  with  the 
same  necessities  and  luxuries  of  life  en- 
joyed by  any  other  citizen ;  second,  that 
will  enable  him  to  give  to  his  children 
an  education  in  whatever  direction  they 
may  decide  to  follow  equal  to  that  re- 
ceived by  the  children  of  every  other 
member  of  society. 

To  enlarge  the  opportunity  to  secnre 
employment,  the  trade  unions  are  ad- 
vocating and  establishing  a  shorter  work 
day  for  its  members.  .  To  insure  equal 
education,  the  trade  unions  are  en- 
deavoring to  secure  the  enactment  of 
compulsory  education  laws  and  child 
labor  laws  :n  every  state,  territory  and 
province  in  America,  thus  withdrawing 
the  children  from  the  factories,  mines 
and  workshops. 

The  trade  unions  assert  that  all  bene- 
fits accruing  from  the  inauguration  of 
labor-saving  devices  or  cheap  forms  of 
distribution  should  be  enjoyed  equally 
by  all  the  people  instead  of  being  di- 
verted to  the  benefit  of  the  few. 

The  labor  movement  holds  that  all 
people  are  entitled  to  partake  equally  of 
the  joy  of  living;  that  a  condition  that 
permits  part  of  our  people  to  live  in 
affluence  while  another  part  is  compelled 
to  work  long  hours  for  meager  wages 
should  be  abolished;  that  a  condition 
that  furnishes  work  to  only  a  fraction  of 
the  people  and  leaves  another  fraction 
without  employment  and  helpless  for 
long  periods  should  be  eliminated  from 
our  civilation. 

Many  claim  that  efforts  along  that 
direction  are  an  iridescent  dream  and 
cannot  be  realized  for  years  to  come. 
In  my  opinion  it  will  come.    It  is  now 


approaching.  It  will  come  with  the  full 
awakening  of  the  conscioasnesa  of  oor 
people,  a  consciousness  which  is  rapidly 
growing  in  strength  and  power  and  b 
now  in  abeyance,  awaiting  the  psycho- 
logical moment  when  the  great  vibrating 
will  of  all  the  people  has  been  crystal- 
lized into  an  active  and  intellectual  force 
that  will  sweep  aside  all  obstacles  that 
resist  its  purpose  to  mete  oat  jastioe  to 
all  mankind  and  establish  amonj^  all  the 
peoples  of  the  earth  the  brotherhood  of 
man. — ^Frank  Morrison. 


OM-Age  Civic  Pensioiis. 

The  care  of  the  aged,  as  a  Alial  doty, 
is  accompanied  with  such  a  fine  senti- 
ment as  loses  little  of  its  delicacy,  when 
an  act  of  the  state,  and  even  less,  when 
by  an  employer,  as  a  reward  for  long 
and  faithful  service.  All  sentimental 
things,  however,  when  put  in  operation, 
must  necessarily  be  accompanied  with 
the  practical ;  and,  if  we  are  thooghtfolly 
inclined  we  may  pass  on  by  natural  stages 
to  the  philosophic,  to  those  general  prin- 
ciples and  results,  eventually  casting  an 
influence,  profound  or  otherwise,  in  the 
life  history  of  the  race.  When  we  say 
that  selfishness  is  the  underlying  prin- 
ciple in  the  actions  of  all  mankind, 
whether  individually  or  collectlTely 
considered,  we  utter  a  tmtfa,  soondhig 
harsh  to  the  sentimental,  bat  a  truth 
still.  I  recently  heard  a  public  speaker 
say  that  railroads  were  not  now  re- 
quiring sobriety  of  their  men  to  kssp 
them  from  going  to  hell,  bat  to  keep 
them  from  running  tlieir  trains  to  faett. 
Homer  observes  somewhere  that  oeftain 
captive  women  wept  for  their  own,  aad 
not  their  country's  woes.  These  two 
illustrations,  one  from  the  practical  hall* 
ness  affairs  of  today,  the  other  from  ft* 
most  ancient  of  times,  show  the  ^i^- 
dominence  of  the  selfish,  or,  to  spsik 
less  harshly,  the  personal  element.    th» 
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present  and  the  past  are  fall,  if  not  quite 
made  up,  of  like  instances  whence  the 
like  conclusion  may  be  drawn,  so  that 
we  cannot  escape  the  general  truth  that 
selfishness  underlies  all  human  action. 

Applying  this  general  philosophic  truth 
to  the  matter  in  hand  (old-age  civic 
pensions)  we  are  led  to  inquire  whether 
the  underlying  motives  are  not  too  much 
for  the  benefit  of  the  granter  and  too 
little  for  the  grantee.  On  the  institution 
of  the  pension  system  by  a  large  em- 
ployer of  labor,  as  a  railroad  company, 
the  old  man  who  has  given  his  life  to 
the  service  receives  such  a  reward  as 
will  enable  him  to  spend  his  few  de- 
clining years  in  such  comfort  as  not  only 
fills  his  heart  with  gpratitude,  but  also 
inspires  younger  men  with  the  hope, 
supplemented  by  a  faithful  effort,  to 
continue  on  to  the  same  end.  So  far, 
everything  is  very  nice,  and  the  results 
seem  satisfactory. 

An  entirely  new  system,  however,  has 
come  in  with  respect  to  obtaining  and 
continuing  in  employment.  No  longer 
is  the  question  asked,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  knowledge,  experience  and 
competency,  **How  old  are  you?"  but, 
"How  young  are  you?"  for  tlie  purpose 
of  showing,  not  knowledge,  experience 
and  competency,  but  a  long  expectancy 
of  life,  that  you  may,  so  to  speak,  be 
bound  to  the  company  for  life,  or  at 
least  to  the  end  of  your  usefulness,  and 
(hat  retirement  come  not  until  almost 
the  end  of  the  long  walk. 

That  such  is  the  case  is  evidenced  by 
the  reqnirements  of  physical  examina- 
tion, not  once,  but  from  time  to  time,  as 
occupations  are  changed  or  rules  of  the 
company  require.  We  thus  see  that  our 
supposed  corporation  is  protecting  itself 
against  the  eventuality  of  an  old-age 
pension  much  more  completely  than  a 
life  insorance  company  is  enabled  to  re- 
duce the  chances  of  mortality. 

An  employe,  thus  excluded  by  a  physi- 
cal examination,  falls  by  the  wayside, 
and,  if  not  for  total  disability  within  the 
prescribed  term,  he  is  left  out  in  the 
cold,  and  must  seek  other  employment, 
perhaps  learn  another  trade,  or,  what  is 
usually  the  case,  must  eke  out  his  exist- 
ence fortoitoasly  as  best  he  can.     The 


number  of  these  unfortunate  cases,  by 
reason  of  the  young  age  limit  for  enter- 
ing and  remaining  in  the  service,  must 
ever  greatly  outnumber  those  where 
pensions  are  granted  to  those  completing 
the  term  of  service,  or,  to  those  who, 
within  the  otherwise  long  limit,  secure 
a  pension  system,  by  reason  of  disability. 
We  thus  see  that  the  pension  system,  by 
reason  of  the  age  limit  alone,  does  a 
much  greater  injury  to  a  much  greater 
number  of  unfortunates  than  any  final 
benefits  conferred,  and  that  all  humani- 
tarian claims,  therefore,  for  the  system 
must  be  abandoned. 

Under  this  system,  also,  men,  particu- 
larly those  approaching  the  age  of  re- 
tirement, will  work  for  less  wages  and 
stand  more  abuse,  to  speak  familiarly, 
than  otherwise,  as  well  also,  during  all 
the  term  of  their  employment,  will  these 
same  influences  be  in  full  force  upon 
them,  because  a  discharge  from  the  ser- 
vice would  put  them  out  of  business,  not 
only  with  that  road,  but  with  all  others, 
for  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

We  may  now  sit  down  and  coolly 
count  the  gain  to  the  company.  The 
pension  system,  for  the  reasons  stated, 
enables  the  company  to  require  of  its 
men  a  very  high  degree  of  physical  per- 
fection, and  to  be  satisfied  with  such 
treatment  and  less  wages  as,  in  the  end, 
will  show  a  much  greater  saving  to  the 
company  than  the  amount  expended  for 
pensions. 

Returning  to  our  philosophy,  whence 
indeed  we  have  scarcely  departed,  we 
see  that  selfishness,  and,  I  will  add  to 
bring  it  down  to  date  and  in  harmony 
with  present  conditions,  supreme  selfish- 
ness, is  the  natural  condition  common 
to  all  mankind,  whether  individually 
or  collectively  considered,  and,  when 
applied  to  corporations,  is  altogether  re- 
gardless of  the  injury  done  others. — By 
A.  A.  Qraham,  Topeka,  Kan. 


You  Will  Never  Be  Sorry 

For  doing  good  to  all. - 
For  hearing  before  judging. 
For  asking  pardon  for  all  wrongs. 
For  being  patient  toward  everybody. 
—Exchange. 
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ruHy  Growit 


The  old  lady  had  a  son  who  intended 
to  emigrate  to  Canada  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, and  as  he  was  temporarily  confined 
to  his  room,  she  had  promised  to  find 
out  as  much  as  she  could  from  the  infor- 
mation ofElce. 

Accordingly  she  entered  the  building 
the  next  morning  and  was  particularly 
struck  by  the  stuffed  head  of  a  Canadian 
moose  that  graced  one  of  the  walls. 

**Youngman,"  she  said  to  the  clerk, 
'  'what  kind  of  an  animile  is  that?  A  hip- 
perpottymus?" 

**No,  ma'um,"  was  the  answer;  '*it'8  a 
Canadian  moose." 

The  old  lady  took  a  step  back  and 
raised  her  hands  in  wonderment. 

**Whatl»'  she  cried.  *  Yon  beast  a 
Canadian  mouse!  Well,  that  beats  any- 
thing I  ever  heard !  I  wonder  what  the 
rate  out  there  is  like?" 


Superior  Wisdom. 

"Why  do  you  consider  women  superior 
to  men  in  intelligence?" 

"A  bald  headed  man  buys  hair  restorer 
by  the  quart,  doesn't  he?" 

•*Er— yes." 

"Well,  a  woman  doesn't  waste  time 
on  a  hair  restorer — she  buys  hair." — 
Houston  Post. 


A  Wise  Brakeman. 

An  Irishman  had  received  a  Job  as 
brakeman  on  a  railroad  in  a  mountain- 
ous section  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  to 
be  paid  a  certain  amount  per  mile  as 
wages. 

On  one  of  the  first  trips  the  engineer 
lost  control  of  )iis  train,  and  at  a  dan- 
gerous rate  it  went  speeding  down  the 
steep  gradients. 

Suddenly  the  conductor  saw  his  com- 
panion, who  had  be^n  clinging  to  the 


running  board  for  dear  life,  make  a  move 
as  though  to  rise,  and,  fearful  that  he 
intended  to  Jump,  the  conductor  yeUed, 
"Don't  jump  I    You'll  be  killed!" 

The  greenhorn  shouted  back,  "An*  do 
you  think  Oi'm  fool  enough  to  jump 
whin  Oi'm  making  money  as  fas'  u  Oi 
am  now?" — Ideas. 


Just  the  Same. 


"Try  one  of  these  light  biscuits,"  the 
bride  suggested .  "I  thought  they  might 
be  a  welcome  change  from  bread." 

"Pine!"  exclaimed  the  young  husband. 
"Just  like  those  we  got  at  the  bakery 
.  when  I  was  living  at  home." 

"That's  where  I  got  them,"  she  said. 
—Buffalo  Express. 


A  Softened  Expression. 

"Father,"  said  the  small  boy,  "what  is 
a  'euphemism?" 

"It  is  something,  my  son,  that  enables 
a  man  to  say  he  is  a  free  lance  instead  of 
admitting  that  he  is  out  of  a  job."— 
Washington  Star. 


Just  Good  Cnougli. 

George — Do  you  think  that  I'm  good 
enough  for  yon,  darling? 

Darling — ^No,  George;  but  you're  too 
good  for  any  other  girl. — Illtwtratfid 
Bits. 


Patibnt:  "Tell  me  candidly,  Doc,  do 
you  think  I'll  pull  through?" 

Doctor:  "Oh,  you're  bound  to  get 
well— you  can't  help  yourself.  The 
'Medical  Record'  shows  that  out  of  one 
hundred  cases  like  yours,  one  per  cent 
invariably  recovers.  I've  treated  ninety- 
nine  cases,  and  every  one  of  them  died. 
Why,  man  alive,  you  can't  die  if  yon 
try!  There's  no  humbug  in  statistacs." 
—United  Min^  Workers'  Journal. 
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NOTICE    OF    REGULAR    ASSESSMENT    NO.  172 
DUE  APRIL  1,  1911 


OFFICE  OF  GRAND  LODGE, 

VaNOL  BmLDING, 

St.  Ijoma,  Mo.,  April  1,  1911. 


} 


In  accordance  with  Section  1, 
Article  XIV.,  of  the  Constitution, 
Re^lar  Assessment  No.  172  is  due 
April  /,  /p//,  payable  not  later 
than  May  5,  igii.  AH  who  were 
members  of  the  Insurance  Depart- 
ment prior  to  April  5,  1911,  are 
required  to  pay  this  assessment  on 
or  before  May  5,  1911. 


The  following  rates  will  apply  from  January  1,  1909.  All  certificates 
issued  prior  to  January  1,  1909,  will  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  at 
the  same  rates  as  heretofore. 


ON   1250  CERTIFICATES. 

From  18  to  21  years  of  age  25  cents. 


"  21  "  25   ' 

30   ' 

"  25  ^'  30   " 

'   35   ' 

"  30  "  35   " 

40   ' 

"  35  "  40   " 

45   ' 

"  40  "  45   " 

50   ' 

"  45  "  50   " 

55   ' 

"  50"55   " 

'   60   ' 

ON  1500  CERTIFICATES. 

Frcm  18  to  85  years  of  age  50  cents. 

-  35  ''  40  "  "60  " 
''  40 ''  45  "  "  75  " 
"  45 "  50   "    "   $1  00 

ON   $1,000  CERTIFICATES. 

From  18  to  85  years  of  age  |1  00 

-  85  "  40   *'    ''  -  1  25 

''     40  "  45  ''        '^  1  60 


Fraternally  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 


"^Qrand  Sec.-Treas. 

Make  aH  Money  Orders  and  Drafts  payable  to  SAMUEL  J,  PEGC. 
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BROTHERHOOD  BUHON 


This  cut  is  a  front  view  of  one 
of  the  Brotherhood  Buttons.  It  is 
very  distinctively  arranged  and 
in  appearance  is  very  attractive. 
The  background  is  of  white 
enamel  with  a  rolled  gold  hand- 
ear  in  the  center.    The  top  of  the 


''51^'- 


^t^^^^^^tm 


button  is  mounted  by  a  red  and 
a  green  flag,  with  a  lantern  in 
center.  The  initials  *1.  B.  of 
,M.  W.  E."  appear  in  black  let 
ters  on  a  rolled  gold  plate  at  the 
bottom.  Pricb.  75  cents  each; 
$8  per  dozen.     Canadian  mem- 


bers address  orders  to  W.  H.  Notes,  86  Wright  Ave.,  Toronto,  Can. 
25  cents  extra  will  be  required  for  duty. 

We  will  supply  the  same  button  as  above  design  in  solid  gold  for  $1.25 
each,  or  $12  per  dozen. 

Address  orders  to   SAMUEL  J.  PEGG,  SccV-Treas. 

Vanol  BIdg.,  3900  Olive  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


.-^^-^ 


SUBSGRIBB    FOR    T«B 

RDVflNGE  flDVOGflTE 

ONB    DOLLfIR    «    YBfIR 


,  ^  A  \M  U  A  I  ^  Cmi  be  mtorsd  tonMonl ahad* 
^RAT    nAIKto.t«ydark.ItwUlbebe««. 
1  tiled,  too.     DoD't  wactc  mooer  and  utk«  riaka  with  quei- 
_     I  liooabl*  dye*  or  atalat.  0«t  oarMf  Book  on  the  Hair.  We 
via  eend  ii  FREE,  in  plaio  wrapper,  poet  paid.    K08K0TT 

UBORATORY,  li69  Broadway.  268  A.  Htm  Yorfc.  N.Y. 


New  Rupture  Cure 

Don't  Wear  A  Trass. 


or  rads.     Automatic  Air 
8.  Binds  and  draws  tlM 


fcs'  Appliance.     New  dls- 
WonderfuLNoG 

or  ] 

parts   togetlMr  as  yaa 
iDTokenHmb.    Noi   ~ 

ipbol.    No  lies. 
ScBton  trial. 

CATUMfE  FKC. 
BROOKS,  4684  BrMks 
)%,  MartlMll,  Blidiiitfu 


Dorable. 
Pat,  Sept 


PRICE  LIST  OF  SUPPLIES. 


The   Following    Supplies    Will     Be     Furnished  at  Pricei 
Qlven  Below,  Express  or  Postage  Charges  Extra. 


Letter  Heads,  (per  1000)  $  3.00 

Envelopes,  small  with  return  card  cm  corner  2.00 

Envelopes,  large      "           "         "      '*       "  2.50 

Rituals,  (to  subordinate  lodges  only)  each 15 

Ode  Cards  (to  subordinate  lodges  only)  each . .  2 

Secretaries  Receipt  Pads,  2  pads 25 

Personal  Cards,  per  100 1.00 

Lodge  Record  Books,  each 1.00 

Lodge  Seals 2.00 

Charqes  on  the  Foli,owix(»  Prepaid. 

Officers  badges,  (set  of  10) 7.00 

Member  badges,  (each) 75 

Member  badges,  (per  dozen) 8.40 


John  T.  Wilson  emblem,  (solid  gold)  eseh |  33 

Solid  Gold  emblem  (lapel  batten)  each \3& 

Solid  Gold  Button,  per  dozra U.M 

Rolled  Gold  Emblem  (lapel  button) 71 

Rolled  Gold  Emblem  (lapel  button)  per  doz. .  8.0O 

Brotherhood  Watcli  Fob,  each 40 

Brotherhood  Watch  Fob.  per  dox AM 

Pig  Skin  Card  Cases,  doable  pocket,  each 40 

Pig  Skin  Card  Cases,  doable  pocket,  dozen. . .  4.W 
Lovell's  Practical  Switch  Work  to  members 

Each 75 

Jjoveirs  Practical  Switch  Work,  to  non-mem- 

bers,  each IJi 


On  Canadian  orders  customs  daty  mast  be  added  to  above  prices. 

Address  all  orders  for  printing  and  supplies  to 

S.J.  PEoa, 

Grand  Secretary-Treasurer, 
3900  Olive  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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The  Royal  Train 

London 
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THE  LIBRARYOF  VALUABLE  KNOWLEDGE 


25  Vols. 


Best  Reading  for  Hours  at  Home 


25  Vol*. 


One  of  the  most  interesting  of  our  present-day 
writers  has  said  that  the  symbol  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century  is  a  steam  engine  running  upon  m,  rail- 
way. Study  careAiUy  the  little^  picture  above, 
and  think  of  the  marvelous  changes  that  only  a 
few  years  have  brought.  The  whole  story  of 
Rapid  Transit,  from  the  days  of  the  mail-coach 
down  to  the  latest  experiments  with  electric 
power,  is  told  in  the  most  fascinating  manner^ 


Ua«  Tovr  hours  of  ioiauro  to  ttoro  roar  m 

mmngmd  by  omiaont  seiontbts  and  •caolan.    Thoso 

toUiBS  yov  la  a  pl>Mine  eonronalioaai  maanor  what  thoy 


with  a  wealth  of  quaint  and  curious  illmtiatiDos, 
in  that  splendid  work  *'Thm  Librawyof  VdmbU 
Knoudmdg9,  **  which  is  truly  a  royal  roadthrdofh 
the  fidryland  of  modem  science.  '*Tbe  Stotj  d 
Rapid  Transit"  is  only  one  of  25  volumes,  och. 
7>i  X  5jl<  inches,  and  each  containing  200  or 
more  pages,  with  not  a  line  of  dry  reading  in  tht 
whole  LIBRARY.  You  can  appreciate  the  vihn 
of  these  books  at  a  glance. 

iaforBMlloa  tkiit  k  horo  pot  bolero  ,oa -- rffitoa.  Mrtt^ 
vn  nuOKo  you  fool  ••  If  tboj  woro  yow  *"»^"**  ftrMi^ 
know  aboat  thoir  ndbiools. 


OUR  OFFER  TO  RAILROAD  MEHs 


To  show  how  willing  we  are  tc  trust  railroad  men— and  how  perfectly 
confident  that  they  will  find  these  books  of  such  interest,  that,  once  they  see 
them,  they  will  never  part  with  them  —  we  offer  to  send  any  subscriber  to  this 
periodical  a  complete  set  (25  vols.)  of  **Tlio  library  of  Vobuiblo  Kaowfodgo," 
all  charges  paid,  for  a  6Te*day  examination.  Look  over  the  hooks  carefully, 
the  Tolume  on  Rapid  Transit  and  the  others.  Satisfy  yourselves  that  notoing 
just  like  this  has  ever  been  done  before.  Then  when  you  have  decided  to. 
accept  the  vohimes.  send  us  $1.00  down  and  retain  the  bo6ks.  The  balance 
of  the  purchase  price  may  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  12.00  per  month.  We  are 
very  glad  to  be  able  io  ofier  to  railroad  men  these  terms  of  easy  payment, 
which  we  are  sure  will  prove  a  big  inducement  in  connection  with  the  pur- 
chase of  the  LIBRARY.  Our  Special  Introductory  Price  is  only  $23.50.  and 
this,  combined  with  our  system  of  partial  payments,  will. place  these  books 
easily  within  your  reach.  We  cannot  guarantee  to  maintain  this  low  price, 
and  urge  you  to  send  in  the  coupon  with  your  request  at  once.  If  the  books 
do  not  satisfy  you,  they  may  be  returned  at  our  expense. 

lol  Cfo  Hear  From  You  MOWF 

Read,  fill  out  and  forward  the  coupon  today,  but  send  no  money  with  it 
Wc  ask  for  no  deposit  and  you  need  not  forward  your  dollar  until  you  have 
seen  the  bouks.  thoroughly  examined  them,  and  satisfied  yourself  that  they 
are  exactly  as  we  represent  in  every  respect.  This  coupon  will  bring  you  the 
full  B4?t  of  25  volumes  in  rich,  half-leather  binding,  with  black  leather  backs 
and  hnen  buckram  sides.  This  special  offer  to  railroad  men  and  their  friends 
may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time,  as  these  sets  are  rapidly  being  taken.  Do  not 
delay  or  postpone.    Let  us  hear  from  you  now. 


Oe         PROFITABLE       od 
^^       FACT^TORIES     S 


l.TUSle«yi4lh»S|afB 
2.  TUSlwyeftUSekr 


S.  TWStecyeftUEdlpi 
4.  TWStoffyofthelartli 
S.Tb«  Story  eftUEMtk'i 
C.JW  Story  efGm  life 
T.TheStecyeftkePlMlt 
8.  neStecyefUfotolbeSM 
f.  neSCMyefAMaallife 

10.  neStorysftULiftofll 

1 1.  TW  Story  ef  a  Pbn  ef  CmI 

12.  TW  SCery  «f  a  Grab  «f  WkMl 


\l  !^!!«F  ef  GMgrapUcdDi-cMwi 
If .  TW  Story  ef  tU  Aft  ef  BaAfac 
20.  TUScWyefllMk 


FREE! 

Wiih  ftm 

10  Ordmr9! 


In  order  to  encourage  prompt  response,  we 
offer  to  each  one  of  the  first  ten  who  order 
««7%«    Ubrary     of    Valaabio    Knowlmdgm/' 

a  set  of  Joel  Cook's  "Pen  Pictures  of  America," 
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me  AWARD  ACCEPTED. 

Just  as  the  Advocate  was  going 
to  press  we  received  the  following 
glad  news  from  Winnipeg:  * 'Satis- 
factory settlement  will  be  signed 
np  on  Oan.  Northern  this  afternoon 
(April  28).  Signed,  A.  B.  Lowe." 
A  very  different  message  had  been 
set  up  to  occupy  this  space.  Broth- 
ers ou  O.  N.  R.,  accept  our  hearty 
congratulations.    Well  done ! 

Had  the  award  presented  by  Mr. 
McGuigan  been  accepted  by  the 
other  members  of  the  board,  the 
men  would  have  been  forced  to 
abide  by  it  or  be  charged  with 
four-flushing,  bad  faith,  and  have 
been  classed  as  unfair  and  con- 
demned by  the  company  and  the 
public  at  large.  By  the  acceptance 
of  the  majority  award  all  trouble 
has  been  avoided. 

For  years  the  men  in  the  main- 
tenance-of-way  department  have 
been  receiving  but  scant  recom- 
pense ioT  arduous  labor.  So  hard 
has  been  the  work  and  so  poor  the 
pay  that  in  many  instances,  a  few 
years  ago,  none  but  the  derelicts 


and  cast-offs  from  other  trades  have 
entered  the  service,  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, the  work  has  been  done 
by  incompetents  and  men  who  only 
wanted  to  earn  sufficient  to  carry 
them  on  to  more  congenial  employ- 
ment, and  work  of  importance  had 
always  to  be  done  under  the  careful 
eye  of  the  roadmaster  or  supervisor. 
Young  men  could  hardly  be  in- 
duced to  stay  long  enough  to  learn 
the  trade,  until  organization  made 
conditions  such  that  a  future  was 
in  prospect.  Now  the  majority  of 
our  maintenance-of-way  men  are 
hardy,  hard-working,  intelligent 
and  capable  men  and  to  retain 
them  in  the  service  the  wages 
must  be  remunerative  and  in  keep- 
ing with  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  work  to  be  done.  The  day  of 
cheap  labor  on  our  sections  and 
bridge  and  building  gangs  is  past. 
The  men  employed  now  are  artisans 
and  mechanics,  and,  as  such,  are 
deserving  of  a  fair  day's  pay  for  a 
hard  day's  work,  and  the  railway 
companies  will  find  that  it  is  to  the 
interest  of  their  shareholders  and 
tliei^  own  good  names  as  railway 
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officials  that  these  men  get  a  square 
(leal,  a  living  wage  and  a  chance 
to  raise  their  families  and  educate 
them  as  becomes  good  law-abiding 
citizens. 

In  the  near  future  the  govern- 
ment of  Canada,  as  well  as  the 
United  States,  will  be  asked  to  ap- 
point inspectors  to  pass  upon  the 
qualifications  of  these  men  and 
grantthem  certificates  of  proficiency 
each  year,  as  is  only  right  and  prop- 
er in  order  that  the  traveling  public 
might  have  the  assurance  of  the 
government  and  the  railways  that 
the  men  who  care  for  the  track  and 
bridges  and  their  adjuncts  are  com- 
petent to  safeguard  the  life  and 
limb  of  all  who  use  a  railroad  con- 
veyance. 


HKiH-HANDCD  METHODS. 

John  J^  McNamara,  Indianapolis, 
secretary  International  Bridge  and 
Structural  Iron  Workers,  was  ar- 
rested in  his  office  and  taken  be- 
fore a  waiting  magistrate,  where 
requisition  papers  were  presented 
that  had  previously  been  signed  by 
the  governor  of  Indiana  to  extradite 
him  to  Los  Angeles,  Oal.  The  court 
was  hurriedly  convened,  and,  with- 
out being  permitted  to  make  any 
defense,  he  was  consigned  to  the 
custody  of  two  detectives,  who  im- 
mediately placed  him  in  a  waiting 
automobile  and  whisked  him  out  of 
the  city  before  his  friends  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  arrest  or  could 
raise  a  hand  to  see  that  he  had  a 
square  deal. 

John  McNamara  may  be  guilty 
of  the  crime  charged  against  him, 
but  we  doubt  it  very  much.  If  he 
is,  he   should   suifer   the   penalty, 


but  we  do  emphatically  protest 
against  the  un-American  methods 
used  to  secure  his  person ;  more  in 
keeping  with  the  methods  of  Russia 
than  of  free  America.  The  gov- 
ernor who  honored  the  requisition 
for  extradition  before  arrest,  the 
waiting  magistrate  who  went 
through  the  formality  of  opening  a 
court,  and  refused  the  right  which 
every  American  citizen  should  have 
under  the  constitution,  of  making 
a  defense — both  the  governor  of 
Indiana  and  the  magistrate  vio- 
lated their  oath  of  office,  if  we 
have  any  conception  of  the  law,  in 
countenancing  this  high-handed 
procedure. 


THE  rUTURL 


A  general  awakening  of  the  work- 
ing classes  and  what  they  are  losing 
each  year  by  reason  of  their  own 
indifference  is  evidenced  by  active 
display  in  all  lines  of  organized 
human  endeavor  at  this  time. 

The  worker  has  been  ground  be- 
tween the  mill  stone  of  necessity 
on  the  one  hand  and  his  inability 
to  cope  with  his  environment  on 
the  other.  He  has  had  to  pay  ex- 
tortionate prices  for  everything  he 
purchases  and  has  been  compelled 
to  accept  just  what  was  offered  him 
for  his  labor. 

The  laborer  is  now  realizing  that 
his  labor  is  just  as  necessary  to  his 
employer  as  are  the  other  products 
to  the  consumer  and  that  as  a  pro- 
ducer he  is  entitled  to  say  just 
what  price  he  shall  receive  for  it. 

The  man  who  labors  with  his 
hands  is  entitled  to  be  paid  in  pro- 
I)ortion  as  much  for  his  labor  as  the 
man  who  labors  with  his  brain  or 
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with  his  money,  and  much  more 
than  the  creature  who  earns  his 
livlihood  by  his  wits.  It  is  this 
parasite  that  is  sapping  the  life- 
blood  from  human  endeavor.  He  is 
living  on  the  fat  of  the  land,  yet 
turns  not  a  hand  to  produce  any- 
thing but  misery  and  want  among 
the  poor  and  needy  among  whom 
he  practices  and  who  are  the  chief 
victims  of  his  graft. 

Money  invested  isnot  justly  enti- 
tled to  one  cent  more  than  the  earn- 
ing capacity  of  the  laborer's  dollar. 
The  laborer  who  produces,  is  en- 
titled to  a  full  and  iirst  share  of 
the  product  of  his  labor.  If  a  man- 
ufacturer in  his  greed  for  suprem- 
acy over  a  competitor  makes  a  mis- 
take in  his  calculations,  his  em- 
ployes are  made  to  suffer  the  loss, 
but  if  the  manufacturer  succeeds 
in  his  calculations,  do  the  employes 
benefit  by  his  gain?  Is  it  not  a  fair 
proposition  that  if  the  laborer  must 
suffer  for  the  bad  judgment  or  mis- 
takes of  his  employer  then  he  is 
entitled  to  share  in  his  profits  when 
times  are  good  and  he  prospers?  If 
a  laborer  must  co-operate  during  the 
lean  times, let  him  also  share  the  fat. 


GUARD  YOUR  REPUTATION. 

If  there  is  any  one  thing  more 
than  another  that  should  be  so  jeal- 
ously guarded  by  railway  men  it  is 
their  reputation  and  standing  in 
the  railway  service. 

There  was  a  time  some  years  ago, 
when  this  was  not  a  fact,  when  the 
drink  habit  was  an  every  day  oc- 
currence with  many,  but  with  the 
advent  of  organization,  this  habit 
has  been  controlled,  and  in  many 
cases  removed  entirely. 


There  is  not  a  single  railway  or- 
ganization or  trade  union  but  have 
clauses  in  their  constitutions,  and 
some  in  their  rituals,  forbidding 
the  practice  of  using  intoxicating 
drinks,  and  those  who  do  not  abso- 
lutely forbid,  discourage  its  use 
among  their  members,  the  penalty 
in  many  instances  is  if  the  man  ac- 
cused is  proven  guilty  he  is  dis- 
credited by  his  organization. 

Railway  officials  have  also  of  late 
years  discouraged  the  practice  and 
have  made  the  penalty  as  drastic  as 
isi)ossible,  (dismissal  without  re- 
course) and  the  same  is  applicable 
to  every  employe,  still  we  find  that 
a  gentleman  named  R.  8.  Mitchell, 
with  a  semi-official  title  proclaim- 
ing at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  on  April 
20,  at  a  convention  of  railway  agents 
and  i)olice,  that  80  per  cent  of  the 
accidents  on  American  railways 
are  caused  by  the  use  of  intoxicants. 

We  are  from  Missouri,  Mr.  Mitch- 
ell, and  you  will  have  to  show  us 
something  more  than  your  unsup- 
ported word.  If  we  are  able  to  find 
you,  a  copy  of  the  Advance  Advo- 
cate  will  be  mailed  to  you  and  op- 
portunity given  you  to  publish 
through  its  columns  proof  or  data  of 
your  statement. 

The  employe  of  a  railway  who 
would  indulge  in  the  use  of  intox- 
icating liquors  while  on  duty,  wheth- 
er an  accident  is  caused  by  reason 
of  it  or  not,  deserves  to  be  jailed 
for  criminal  negligence  and  be 
drummed  out  of  service  forever. 
The  writer  is  not  a  total  abstainer 
nor  does  he  use  intoxicating  liquors 
to  excess  and  no  man  can  truthfully 
say  that  he  has  ever  known  him  to 
taste  liquor  during  working  hours 
for  the  past  twenty  years,  previous 
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to  that  time,  he  had,  on  rare  oc- 
casions, taken  a  drink  because  it 
was  the  common  practice  and  in 
many  instances  had  been  encour- 
aged by  the  officials  of  the  railway 
company,  but  in  1880  he  had  charge 
of  an  extra  gang  in  a  ballast  pit 
and  was  moving  his  outfit  and  men 
from  one  pit  to  another;  the  tool 
boxes  and  men  being  loaded  on  flat 
cars,  having  to  stop  at  a  station  for 
orders  and  meet  passenger  trains. 
While  there,  some  of  the  men  un- 
known to  me  left  the  cars  and  went 
to  a  hotel  near  the  station  and  each 
one  got  a  single  drink  of  whiskey 
and  returned  promptly  to  the  train 
and  laid  down  on  the  floor  of  the 
car,  as  did  a  lot  of  the  men  who  had 
not  gone  to  the  hotel. 

After  getting  orders,  the  train 
proceeded  on  its  way,  and  while 
rounding  a  curve  at  a  fairly  good 
speed,  a  flat  car  in  the  middle  of 
the  train  ui)on  which  was  loaded  a 
tool  box  and  several  of  the  men, 
jumped  the  track  and  was  being 
bumped  along  over  the  ties,  which 
on  a  new  road  was  none  too  well 
ballasted,  or  trimmed  in  those  days. 
The  bumping  of  the  car  bounced 
the  tool  box  off,  and  in  trying  to 
get  onto  the  next  car  out  of  the  way, 
one  of  the  men  who  had  been  to 
the  hotel,  stumbled  and  fell  and 
was  bounced  off  to  the  ground  and 
in  the  fall  one  leg  fell  across  the 
rail  and  was  run  over.  As  soon  as 
the  train  was  stopped,  which  was 
almost  immediately  after  the  ac- 
cident, the  injured  man  was  picked 
up  and  placed  on  the  flat  car  which 
was  uncoupled  from  the  derailed 
portion  of  the  train  and  hurried  to 
the  doctor  a  few  miles  further  on 
and  who  proceeded  to  do  what  he 


could  for  the  injured  man,  but  to 
no  avail,  as  he  died  from  his  in- 
juries a  few  hours  later. 

An  inquest  was  held,  and  the 
doctor  who  dressed  his  wounds  tes- 
tified that  when  the  man  was 
brought  to  his  office,  although  He 
appeared  sober  and  in  the  full  pos- 
session of  his  faculties,  he  smelt  a 
strong  odor  of  whiskey  from  his 
breath  and  that  upon  inquiry  from 
his  fellow  workmen  he  ascertained 
that  unknown  to  the  foreman  three 
or  four  of  them  had  slipped  off  when 
the  train  stopped  and  got  a  single 
drink  of  whiskey. 

The  man  was  insured,  but  be- 
cause of  this  admission,  his  family 
were  denied  the  benefits  of  his  in- 
surance. I  then  and  there  de- 
clared that  as  long  as  I  had  charge 
of  men  I  would  peremptorily  dis- 
charge any  man  whom  I  knew  to 
drink  while  on  duty,  and  this  has 
been  religiously  followed  out  by  me 
ever  since. 


UNWISE  ir  TRUL 


Mr.  McNicoll,  Vice-President  of 
the  0.  P.  Ry.,  has  accepted  the 
award  of  the  conciliation  board 
with  very  bad  grace.  If  the  reports 
that  have  reached  us  are  true,  he 
has  ordered  sections  on  jwrtions  of 
the  road  to  be  increased  from  six 
to  nine  miles  in  length,  and  the 
number  of  laborers  reduced  to  two 
men  and  a  foreman.  What  does 
Mr.  McNicoll  expect  from  three 
men  on  a  nine  mile  section?  He 
need  not  be  surprised  if  he  has 
wrecks  to  contend  with  if  the  tracks 
are  run  down  as  they  certainly  will, 
because  it  is  utterly  impossible  for 
three  men  on  the  Superior  division 
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to  keep  up  the  track  to  the  stan- 
dard. The  cost  of  a  single  wreck 
would  pay  the  wages  of  a  full  gang 
on  each  section  of  six  miles  for  a 
long  time,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
loss  of  prestige  of  Oanadian  Pacific 
Railway  as  one  of  the  safest  and 
smoothest  riding  railways  of  the 
country. 


C  P.  R.  SCHCDULE. 


Intoxicants  are  said  in  times  of 
great  danger  and  under  uncertain, 
well  defined  conditions  to  be  a  great 
boon  to  the  human  family,  but  we 
know  that  under  other  conditions 
they  are  the  greatest  curse  that  the 
human  family  has  to  contend  with, 
for  every  life  it  has  saved,  it  has 
cursed  hundreds,  yes,  thousands  of 
others. 

Many  happy  homes  and  honored 
Jives  hove  been  sacrificed  at  the 
altar  of  Bacchus.  It  has  created 
and  i)erpetuated  more  misery  and 
sorrow  than  have  wars  and  pesti- 
lence. It  is  more  deadly  in  its  in- 
fluence than  poison.  The  young 
and  old,  weak  and  strong,  are  alike 
susceptible  to  its  influence.  Like 
a  thief  in  the  night,  or  a  midnight 
assassin,  it  steals  away  the  reason 
and  strikes  at  the  heart  of  its  vic- 
tim .  How  many  apparently  bright, 
intelligent  and  happy  men  and 
women  whose  prospects  in  life  have 
ax^peared  so  bright  and  rosy  have 
fallen  victims  to  this  insidious  en- 
emy? Is  it  not  the  duty  of  every 
father  and  mother  throughout  the 
world  to  start  in  early  and  teach 
their  children  the  danger  which  lies 
in  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
and  the  duty  of  every  father  and 
more  e8X>ecially  if  he  is  employed 
on  a  railway,  to  shun  this  deadly 
peril. 


The  revised  schedule  of  the  0.  P. 
R.  has  been  printed  in  pamphlet 
form  and  distributed  among  our 
member?  on  the  0.  P.  R.  by  mail, 
and  ere  this  appears  in  print  each 
member  will  be  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  details  of  the 
latest  effort  of  their  excellent  joint 
protective  board. 

Our  members  should  study  well 
evary  detail  of  this  agreement  and 
live  up  to  the  slightest  rule  strictly 
to  the  letter,  giving  the  company 
their  earnest  and  honest  service, 
night  or  day  whenever  called  upon, 
and  prove  that  you  are  deserving 
of  their  confidence.  Let  not  a  sin- 
gle instance  pass  unheeded.  Where 
you  can  save  a  penuj  to  the  com- 
pany do  it,  and  do  it  so  well  and 
promptly  that  no  fault  can  be  found. 
You  are  employed  by  a  corporation 
wealthy  and  strong,  but  every  em- 
ploye can  save  them  many  dollars 
each  year  that  would  otherwise  be 
lost.  And  do  not  forget  that  your 
unbounded  and  unstinted  thanks 
is  due  the  committee  who  have  so 
long  and  so  persistently  labored  in 
your  behalf,  combating  with  brain 
and  tongue  the  combined  wealth 
and  wisdom  of  this  mighty  corpora- 
tion with  all  the  power  their  wealth 
could  create  arrayed  against  them, 
that  they  have  succeeded  in  con- 
vincing the  conciliation  board  that 
your  demands  were  just  and  reason- 
able against  such  odds  is  to  their 
lasting  credit  and  it  is  now  up  to 
each  one  to  prove  by  deeds  that 
their  estimate  of  your  worth  was . 
not  exagerated  and  that  you  are 
worthy  of  still  greater  concessions 
and  considerations. 
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R  STARTLING  STATEMENT. 

We  notice,  among  the  press  re- 
ports of  the  second  day's  session  of 
the  Railway  Agents  and  Police. 
Convention  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
tliat  an  address  was  delivered  by  a 
Mr.  R.  8.  Mitchell,  general  special 
agent  for  the  territory  of  St.  Louis. 
Among  other  things,  Mr.  Mitchell 
is  reported  as  saying:  ''1  believe 
that  80  per  cent  of  the  accidents  to 
trains,  shipments,  and  employes  of 
the  railroads  of  this  country  are 
directly  or  indirectly  traceable  to 
intoxicants,  and  the  loss  to  the  rail- 
ways of  the  United  States  traceable 
to  the  violationof ''Rule  G."  will 
total  millions  of  dollars  annually. 
I  am  afraid  to  tell  you  how  many 
millions  of  dollars'  1  believe  it 
would  amount  to." 

We  do  not  know  who  Mr.  Mitchell 
is  nor  what  jxjsition  he  occupies, 
but  if  one-half  of  his  estimate  is 
correct,  what  a  terrible  condition 
exists  on  our  American  Railways. 
Speaking  from  my  own  experience 
extending  over  a  period  of  thirty- 
six  years,  both  in  subordinate  and 
official  capacities,  I  would  say  that 
Mr.  Mitchell's  statement,  if  it  is 
correctly  reported,  is  utterly  untrue 
and  a  vile  calumny  of  a  l)ody  of 
men  w-hose  records  are  as  clean  as 
any  other  body  of  men  of  the  same 
number  w^orking  in  any  other  trade 
or  calling. 

If  Mr.  Mitchell  is  correctly  re- 
ported, it  seems  to  me  that  the  at- 
tention of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  and  governor  of  each 
state  should  be  called  to  this  state- 
ment and  that  they  can  not  too 
quickly  appoint  a  commission  to 
investigate  into  the  condition  exist- 


ing, which  during  1909,  according 
to  the  Interstate  Accident  Bullet- 
ins, No's.  81,  82,  88  and  84,  caused 
accidents  in  the  United  States  in 
which  135  passengers  were  killed 
and  7097  were  injured  and  that 
during  the  same  period  431  em- 
ployes were  killed  and  4251  were 
injured. 


Our  boys  on  the  0.  O.  &  0.  are 
almost  solidly  organized  now,  as  are 
nearly  every  trade  union  on  this 
road.  It  is  the  duty  of  everyone  of 
our  members  to  use  every  endeavor 
to  assist  in  rounding  up  any  em- 
ploye who  is  not  affiliated  with  his 
trade  organization. 

The  section  foreman  should  as- 
certain if  the  agent  and  operator  at 
his  local  station  are  enrolled  and  in 
good  standing  in  the  O.  R.  T.,  also 
the  freight  clerk  with  his  organiza- 
tion and  every  other  man  with  his 
own  special  trade  union,  then  watch 
the  dollars  roll  in  and  good  work- 
ing conditions  prevail  in  every 
department. 


Onb  of  the  members  of  Cly bourn 
lodge  who,  although  he  is  a  worker, 
is  at  the  same  time  very  modest, 
and  does  not  wish  his  name  in  print, 
but  we  think  that  the  good  work 
done  by  him  in  February  in  having 
secured  the  applications  of  thirty- 
eight  new  members^  without  any 
outside  assistance  from  any  person, 
is  deserving  of  mention  through 
the  columns  of  the  Advocate.  Our 
members  need  not  wonder  that 
Olybourn  lodge  is  still  the  banner 
lodge,  when  you  know  that  it  is 
composed  of  such  good  workers  as 
the  member  already  referred  to. 
Let  the  good  work  continue. 
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PRCNiuii  orrcR. 


On  page  268  of  the  April  issue 
will  be  found  a  half-tone  of  Organ- 
izer H.  B.  Stokes  which  was  re- 
ceived here  some  time  ago  but  had 
to  take  its  turn. 

We  had  a  short  note  ready  to  ac- 
company this  photo,  but  they  got 
separated  so  we  are  reproducing 
the  note  this  month : 

Brother  Stokes  was  born  in  Dale 
County,  Alabama,  May  15,  1859, 
and  8i)ent  the  first  twenty-four  years 
of  his  life  on  a  farm,  after  which 
he  went  to  Florida  and  worked  in  a 
saw  mill  for  a  year,  then  com- 
menced to  work  on  the  Jackson- 
ville, Tami)a  and  Kentucky  West- 
em  Railway  and  has  been  follow- 
ing railroading  ever  since  ,  until  he 
commenced  to  work  as  an  organizer. 

Brother  Stokes  filled  various  po- 
sitions while  in  the  railway  service, 
rising  in  the  ranks  from  an  ordinary 
track  hand  to  division  roadmaster. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  M.  £. 
Church  South  and  has  been  for  the 
past  fifteen  years.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  an 
Odd  Fellow,  Red  Man,  the  Broth- 
erhood and  Farmers'  Union. 

Brother  Stokes  has  been  very 
successful  as  an  organizer  and  we 
trust  that  he  will  be  spared  for 
many  years  of  usefulness  in  the 
work  he  has  adopted  as  his  life 
work. 

We  regret  that  this  note  did  not 
appear  in  the  same  issue  with  the 
half-tone. 


Thb  Lemieux  or  Conciliation  Act 
in  Canada  is  certainly'  a  slow  pro- 
cess, but  when  an  award  is  finally 
made,  it  counts. 


Other  railroad  publications  have 
a  substantial  subscription  list  aside 
from  their  regular  members.  Why 
not  The  Advance  Advocate?  We 
are  going  to  go  after  one  and  want 
the  assistance  of  all  our  members 
and  readers,  and  for  your  help  we 
propose  to  give  you  more  real  pleas- 
ure than  you  could  get  in  any  other 
way  in  so  short  a  time  and  with  so 
little  eflfert  on  your  part. 

We  have  just  finished  reading  a 
book  of  eighty  pages,  printed  in 
two  colors  on  fine  paper  and  tied 
with  a  silk  ribbon  to  an  art  binding. 
It  is  called  ''Backbone,  a  Bouncer 
for  the  Blues,"  and  is  the  very  best 
book  of  its  kind  we  have  ever  read. 
No  man,  woman  or  child  can  read 
it  without  benefit.  Its  cheerful 
optimism  and  sterling  good  advice 
is  certainly  refreshing.  The  price 
of  the  book  is  50  cents.  For  the 
months  of  May,  June  and  July,,  we 
are  going  to  present  a  copy  free  to 
each  person  sending  us  the  names 
of  two  new  subscribers  with  $2  to 
pay  for  one  year's  subscription  to 
each  or  two  years  to  one.  For  four 
new  subscribers  we  will  mail  you  a 
14-carat  gold  pen,  self-filling.  Next 
month  we  will  announce  other  pre- 
miums. 


In  a  certain  workshop  various  re- 
ligious mottoes  adorned  the  walls, 
one  of  which  read  ''God  helps  him 
who  helps  himself."  One  of  the 
men  whose  bench  was  below  this 
motto,  having  lost  some  of  his  tools, 
wrote  in  a  neat  hand  below  the 
motto,  "God  help  the  man  whom  I 
catch  'helping  himself  to  any  of 
my  tools." 
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OUR  VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Vich-President  H.  A.  Vurpiaand 
Bro.  E.  G.  Gaehel,  assistant  to  the 
president,  with  several  organizers 
are  putting  the  finishing  touches  to 
their  work  on  the  Chicago  Termi- 
nals. The  outlook  at  this  writing 
is  good.  Never  in  the  history  of 
the  organization  have  we  had  as 
solid  a  membership  in  Chicago  as 
we  have  at  the  present  time.  A 
joint  schedule  from  five  of  the  roads 
has  been  presented  to  the  General 
Managers'  Association.  This  prac- 
tically covers  the  Chicago  Termi- 
nals. The  schedule  which  has  been 
presented  is  reasonable  in  its  de- 
mands, asking  only  what  is  fair  to 
the  company  and  best  to  the  men, 
and  we  expect  that  the  schedule 
will  be  accepted  and  signed  up  by 
the  various  companies,  going  into 
effect  May  1, 1911. 

Vice-President  A.  F.  Stout  is 
still  under  the  weather  and  unable 
to  take  part  in  the  work.  We  hope 
that  with  the  coming  of  warm 
weather  to  see  Fred  in  harness  again 
very  soon. 

The  old  veteran,  Vice-President 
M.  J.  Powers,  is  dividing  his  time 
in  a  hard  field  between  Boston  and 
Albany,  and  notwithstanding  the 
hardships  and  obstacles  with  which 
he  has  had  to  contend  and  over- 
come, he  is  making  progress  right 
along.  M.  J.  is  a  stayer  all  right 
and  gets  there  with  the  goods. 

Vice-President  W.  S.  Powell  has 
also  had  a  busy  time  assisting  the 
various  committees  who  have  gone 
up  from  his  territory  for  a  schedule 
very  often  wondering  how  he  can 
divide  himself  up  so  as  to  bo  in  two 
places   at  one  and  the  same  time, 


but  Brother  Powell  has  his  work 
well  in  hand  and  the  joint  protec- 
tive boards  are  all  working  like  Tro- 
jans under  his  direction  to  secure  a 
fair  share  of  the  world's  goods  in 
excess  of  the  portion  allotted  them 
last  year. 

Vice-President  Bro.  Hy.  Irwin 
^  has  also  had  a  busy  time  with  the 
committees  in  his  territory.  The 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific,  Canadian 
Northern  and  Canadian  Pacific 
Railways  have  had  a  long,  tedious 
struggle. 

The  0.  P.  Ry.  award  has  now 
been  finally  disposed  of  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  company,  and  both 
Brother  Irwin  and  our  grand  presi- 
dent, A.  B.  Lowe,  are  using  every 
endeavor  to  bring  the  matter  of  the 
awards  of  the  0.  N.  to  a  peaceful 
termination.  This  road  has  been 
I)olled  and  a  strike  vote  taken, 
which  is  almost  unanimously  in  fa- 
vor of  the  award  of  the  conciliation 
board  at  this  writing.  An  ulti- 
matum has  been  presented  to  the 
company,  informing  it  of  the  result 
of  the  vote  and  giving  it  until  Fri- 
day (April  28)  to  decide  before  an 
order  is  given  for  suspension  of 
work.  We  sincerely  hoi)e  that  the 
company  will  not  precipitate  trouble 
at  this  time,  after  entering  into  an 
agreement  to  arbitrate,  and  because 
it  did  not  get  an  award  as  favorable 
as  it  expected  or  wished,  to  now 
repudiate  its  former  action. 

Vice-President  Jenness  has  been 
assisting  Vice-President  Powers  in 
and  around  Boston.  We  regret  to 
learn  that  Mrs.  Jenness  is  still  ail- 
ing and  under  the  doctor's  care,  and 
we  sincerely  hope  that  ere  this  she 
will  be  on  the  highway  to  complete 
recovery,   which  wish,   I  know,  is 
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echoed  by  her  thousands  of  friends 
in  the  Brotherhood  and  Ladies' 
Auxiliary. 


SQUIftS. 


CAN  THEY  ArrORD  IT? 

Some  of  our  railway  managers 
are  making  a  i)oor  mouth  when  ap- 
proached with  schedules  this  year, 
pleading  hard  times,  no  money,  etc., 
and  to  show  just  how  hard  the  times 
are,  we  clipped  the  following  fig- 
ures for  1910  from  the  Bulletin  of 
revenue  and  expenses  of  steam 
roads  in  the  United  States.  These 
figures  were  prepared  under  the 
supervision  of  the  inter-state  com- 
mission from  the  actual  figures  sup- 
plied by  railways,  which  show  that 
the  earnings  for  1910  over  and  above 
the  expenses  are  as  follows : 

A.  B.  &  A I     497.449.44 

A.  C.  L 28,546,647.16 

B.  &0 23,746,116.S3 

B.  &  A ^ 1,143,871.77 

B.  &  Me.  (6  Mo. ) 5,067,246.41 

C.  &0 12,106,640.29 

C.  &N.  W 19,623,077.66 

D.  &  H 7,787,783.20 

F.  E.  C- 1,396,721.89 

I.  C....~ 2,016,447.30 

Norfolk  &  Southern 1,094,441.78 

Norfolk  &  Western 6,266,210.55 

8.  A.  L — 6,218,338.83 

Soothem — 24,024,109.97 


The  Intercolonial  men  should  feel 
pretty  good  this  spring  with  a  $40,- 
000  per  year  increase  and  likewise 
the  Canadian  Pacific,  East  and 
West,  with  18  to  15  per  cent  in- 
crease all  around.  The  Canadian 
Northern  and  Grand  Trunk  Pacific, 
west  of  Port  Arthur,  with  a  15  per 
cent  increase.  Does  it  pay  to  or- 
ganize? The  total  increase  grant- 
ed on  Canadian  roads  this  spring 
approximate  $200,000  per  year. 


The  man  who  talks  the  loudest 
and  makes  the  most  noise,  does  not 
always  cut  the  most  ice. 

The  silver  tongued  orator  is  often 
eclipsed  in  the  work  of  accomplish- 
ment by  the  golden  silence  of  a 
persistent  worker. 

Hand  your  friends  all  the  bou- 
quets you  Tiave  to  give  them  while 
they  are  alive  and  can  enjoy  the 
perfume.  If  you  are  waiting  to 
present  them  after  death,  you  may 
be  disappointed  and  die  first  your- 
self. 

Which  is  best,  to  give  your  fam- 
ily a  good  time  now  when  you  can 
share  the  pleasure  with  them,  or 
provide  for  their  necessity  when 
you  have  passed  to  the  Great  Be- 
yond? 

After  you  are  gone,  which  course 
would  be  the  most  appreciated  by 
your  family? 

All  human  beings  are  frail  mor- 
tals and  make  mistakes,  the  only 
people  who  never  makes  mistakes 
are  dead  ones. 

In  your  dealings  with  your  fellow- 
man,  apply  the  golden  rule. 

Love  your  neighbor  as  you  love 
yourself,  but  don't  let  him  catch 
you  loving  his  wife. 


500K  REVIEW. 


''Hot  Coals"  by  Edgar  L.  Vin- 
cent,  price  $1.50.  Published  by  the 
0.  M.  Clark  Publishing  Co.,  of 
Boston,  Mass.  This  is  a  strong 
story  dealing  with  the  industrial 
event  of  today  and  is  told  in  a  very 
pleasing  manner  in  47  chapters, 
treating  throughout  on  mill  life  and 
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the  vicissitudes  of  an  employe,  who 
invented  a  labor  saving  machine, 
and  endeavored  to  raise  funds  to 
patent  his  device.  After  many 
struggles  he  finally  raises  the  funds 
to  build  a  mill  to  manufacture  his 
patent.  A  combine  of  other  mills 
try  to  coerce  him  to  join  them.  He 
refuses  and  the  combine  stops  his 
contracts  coming  in.  The  method 
of  the  combine  is  made  the  subject 
of  an  investigation  by  congress. 
Merrian  White  who  is  prosecuting 
the  investigation  is  approached  with 
a  bribe  but  refuses.  The  concluding 
chapter  gives  the  author's  solution 
of  labor  troubles  as  profit  sharing. 
The  story  is  well  worth  reading. 


All  roads  that  are  eligible  to 
membership  in  Association  A.  of 
General  Chairmen  should  aflBiliate 
at  once .  It  costs  nothing,  and  there 
is  strength  in  numbers.  All  but 
three  or  four  roads  are  represented. 
Get  together,  boys,  and  make  the 
South  solid. 


Our  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  many  of  our  subordi- 
nate lodges  have  not  as  yet,  availed 
themselves  of  the  privilege  of  af- 
filiating with  the  various  central 
bodies  in  their  respective  districts. 
The  state  federation  bodies  are  do- 
ing a  vast  amount  of  work  for  the 
advancement  of  the  cause,  and 
sliould  receive  the  active  support 
of  every  member  of  our  organiza- 
tion in  the  United  States  and  the 
same  is  true  of  the  Trades  and  La- 
bor Congress  of  Canada. 

It  is  hoped  that  every  subordi- 
nate lodge  will  take  this  matter  up 
at  their  first  meeting  and  fill  out 
^  an  application  for  aflSliation  with 


the  central  body  in  their  jiuisdic- 
tion.  The  per  capita  tax  of  each 
member  in  our  organization  is  i>aid 
by  the  Grand  Lodge,  both  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  and 
also  the  Trades  and  Labor  Congress 
of  Canada. 


Wb  wish  to  again  call  the  atten- 
tion of  our  members  to  the  adver- 
tisement appearing  again  this 
month  in  the  Advocatk  of  the  Cas- 
sell's  Cyclopedia  of .  Mechanics. 
Our  members  who  failed  to  get 
copies  of  this  valuable  work  are 
missing  a  great  treat.  We  called 
the  attention  to  it  last  month,  after 
having  glanced  through  the  sub- 
jects, and  we  can  only  reiterate 
what  we  then  said,  that  it  is  a  most 
excellent  book,  and  the  authority, 
Paul  N.  Hasluck,  is  so  well  known 
among  mechanics  it  is  not  necessary 
to  say  nothing  more  than  that  he  is 
authority  in  saying  that  the  best  of 
everything  in  mechanics  boiled 
down  is  given  in  these  works,  and 
we  consider  them  an  excellent  addi- 
tion to  the  library  of  any  of  our 
members. 


Eebnb  Lodge  No.  402  on  the  B. 
&  M.  Ry.  has  129  members  in  good 
standing  with  only  two  or  three 
eligible  within  their  jurisdiction. 
The  members  expect  to  obtain  the 
applications  of  these  in  a  few  days 
and  show  a  clean  slate  and  100  per 
cent  enrolled.  Well  done,  broth- 
ers of  Keene  lodge.  You  are  cer- 
tainly entitled  to  a  place  on  the 
Roll  of  Honor,  and  as  soon  as  you 
secure  the  applications  of  the  re- 
maining two  or  three,  a  permanent 
I)osition  will  be  made  for  you  in  the 
Advocate, 
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ROLL  or  HONOR. 

Last  month  we  gave  18  lodges  in* 
Itiating  the  largest  number  of  mem- 
bers, the  total  of  all  was  805  mem- 
bers. This  month  with  12  lodges 
there  is  a  gain  of  10  members,  or  a 
total  of  815  between  March  19  and 
April  19. 

Springfield 63 

Big  Sandy - 34 

Wellston 33 

Menominee_ 27 

Eeene ~« 26 

Medicine  Hat 25 

Clybonm 23 

Tug  River  — 21 

Elmira. ~ 20 

Shelby..- 19 

St.  Paul  Star 18 

Honen — 16 

Bro.  R.  B.  Farren  again  heads 
the  list  of  organizers  with  108  names 
to  his  credit.  This  month  14  or- 
ganizers and  Grand  Lodge  officers 
added  47  more  names  than  the  pre- 
ceding month.  On  account  of  so 
many  committees  going  up,  the 
Grand  Lodge  officers  were  unable 
to  do  as  much  as  ordinary ;  their 
time  being  occupied  by  advising 
and  assisting  the  various  commit- 
tees. 


79 

540 
622 
402 
135 
246 
31 


142 
121 


W.  M.  Willard,  Cincinnati,  0 8 

O.  R.  May,  Tomsburg,  W.  Va 7 

J.  MacRae  Werth,  Ceredo,  W.  Va 5 

JPr&rik  Homuth,  Milwaukee,  Wis 5 

Paul  Mueller,  Blue  Island,  111 3 

Peter  Borneman,  Peru,  Ind ^ 2 

J.  J.  McNamara,  Oartier,  Ont 2 

S.  N.  Street,  Elora,  Tenn 

F.  A.  Woodrnm,  Wiggins,  W.  Va 

W.  L.  Woodard,  Elora,  Tenn 

J.  T.  BruflPy,  Lawyer,  Va 

W.  Wilson,  Prince  Albert,  Sask 

J.  G.  Gentry,  Spout  Springs,  Va 

H.  O.  Harper,  Lindsay,  La 

P.  Larrivee,  Widdifield,  Ont — 

W.  D.  Harvey,  Montour,  la 

Abe  Hunt,  New  Market,  Ala 

J.  L.  McAvoy,  Birmingham,  Ala 

Leonard  Fulks,  Glacier,  B.  C 

New  members  initiated  between 
March  19,  1911  to  April  19,  1911  in- 
elusive  are: 

United  states. 1,303 

Canada 432 

Total '. ~ ^ 1,735 

A  gain  of  871  over  the  previous  month. 


PRIZE  WINNERS. 


W.  S.  Powell 36 

H.  B  Stokes 36 

M.  J.  Powers- 34 

Gus  Wright 34 

H.  A.  Vurpia. 33 

H.  W.  Johnson..  31 
W.  P.  Kirkwood  27 


R.  B.  Farren 103 

J.  J.  Sullivan 56 

A.  Bell 45 

8.  W.  Cassidy....  41 

D.  N.  Viens 38 

D.  P.  Langley. ...  37 
W.  H.  Hull 36 

Individual  effort  makes  a  decided 
gain  of  38  more  names  than  the 
previous  month.  Bro.  O.  L.  Mont- 
gomery heads  the  list  with  23  mem- 
bers and  Bro.  G.  W.  Manes  with 
11  is  second  on  the  list,  with  Broth- 
ers Graham,  Willard,  May,  McKae 
Werth  and  others  following,  a 
grand  total  of  87  names  were  added 
by  individual  eflFort. 

C.  L.  Montgomery,  Hamilton,  0 23 

G.  W.  Manes,  Knoxville,  Tenn 11 

8.  J.  Graham,  Leesville,  S.  0 9 


The  prize  winners  for  the  month 
of  April  are  as  follows : 

Members — ^^  Washington  Divis- 
ion, Southern  Railway,"  L.  B., 
page  246. 

Journal  Agent's — ^^Macon  Lodge 
No.  7,"  page  229. 

Boy's^^^Adairsville,  Ga.,*'  John 
William  Stokes,  page  256. 

Ladies' — ^^Dennysville,  Maine," 
Mrs.  Velma  Forbes,  page  267. 

Girls — ''Gregg,  Manitoba,"  Val- 
entine AUaray,  page  274. 


OBITUARY. 


A.  N.  Holmes,  Lodge  No.  174; 
died  March  19,  1911.     Injuries. 

David  Craig,  Lodge  No.  125;  re- 
ceived notice  of  death  April  4, 1911. 

John  King,  Lodge  No.  18;  died 
March  4,  1911.     Pneumonia. 

M.  Keull,  Lodge  No.  494;  killed 
on  duty. 
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THE  BROTHCRHOOD  TflCRnONCTn. 


^i1 

Ab  I  predicted  last  month,  the  boom  is  a|b 
in  Ohieago,  and  as  a  result  ^U  of  the  OMbin 
lodges  show  the  largest  gain.  Olyboura  lo9g^  - 
still  heads  the  list  with  880  members,  wi^j| 
gain  of  91  members.  The  Chicago  and  Wch^ 
ern  Indiana  lodge  with  287  members^  q|^ 
Paul  Star  is  again  third  on  the  list.  ¥\  '" 
ham  Lodge  No.  187  and  Boston  Lodge  No. 
swapped  positions  this  month.  Fitchl 
No.  400  still  holds  its  own  in  sixth  pi 
Menominee  Lodge  No.  622  is  a  new  lod^  j 
will  be  heard  from  frequently  in  the  fut 
Springfield  Lodge  No.  288  jumpft  from 
teenth  position  in  the  bulb  to  eighth  plac^^ 
the  stem  this  month.  Look  out  for  Si 
field !  Chicago  Terminal  Transfer  drops ' 
one  point  this  month,  as  also  does  Wore 
No.  285  drop  back  three  points,  but  m 
the  return  next  month. 

In  the  bulb  there  are  three  new  lodges 
month ;  244  North  Bay,   207  Winnipeg 
Keene  No.  402.    Not  a  lodge  in  the  bulb  i 
month  occupies  the  same    position   as 
month.     There  is  a  net  gain   in  the  bulb 4 
532  this  month. 


NUMBER 


NAME 


223 Ottawa 

78 West  Concord 

145.- Portage  La  Prairie . 

67 Kenova 

41 Clinton 

76 Nashua 

236 Richmond 

244 North  Bay 

273 Richlands..^ 

87 Greensboro  

126 Medicine  Hat 

20 Champlain 

278 Hoosac  Tunnel 

Ill Kanawha  ^ 

112 Indiana  Harbor 

31 Tug  River 

8 Limestone 

467 Eagle  Bridge 

591 .^lanchester 

207 Winnipeg 

402 Keene 

281 Selma 
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GRAND    LODGE    OFFICERS. 


A.B.  LowB.  Grand  PTeft.;VanolBlcUr.  St.  Loais,  Mo. 
GRAND  VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

A.  F.  Stout.  Iv*nhoe.  Ont. 

W.  S.  Powxxx,  808  Pearson  si..  Greensboro.  N.  C. 

M.  J.  PowBBS,  Vanol  Building.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

H.  A.  VcKPiA.  889  N.  Central  Park  av.,  Chicago.  111. 

Hy  Irwin,  box  166.  Portage  la  Prairie.  Man. 

Gbo.  B.  Jbknbss,  box  22.  Sooth  Danbury.  N.  H. 

Samuel  J.  Pboo.   Grand   Secretary-Treasurer  and 

Mgr.  Official  Organ ;  Vanol  Bldg..  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
JuDoa  Wm.  Zachritx.  Solicitor.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
J.  S.  Easthan.  Chaplain,  R.F.D.  East  Thetford,  Vt. 
Alex.  Gibb.  Grand  Inner  Sentinel.  Vanol  Building 

St.  liouis.  Mo. 
Walter  A.  Springer,  Grand  Outer  Sentinel.  Vanol 

Building,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

LADIES  AUXILIARY   TO  THE  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
Mrs.  Cora  6.  Smith.  Grand  President.  Canaan.N.  H. 
Mrs.  Geo.  B.  Jbnnbss,  Grand  Secretary- Treasurer 
box  22.  South  Danbury.  N.  H. 


List  of  General  Chairmen. 


A..  B.&A.— J.  D.Holt.G.C  701  East  Magnolia  St., 

Fitzgerald.  Ga. ;  J.  K.  Rodgers.  Sec'y,  Wray,  Ga. 
Bangor  &  Aroostook— John  Turner.  Jr..  G.  C.  55 

Franklin  av..  Houlton,  Me. ;  W.  S.  Neal,  Sec'y, 

RFD  8.  Bangor,  Me. 
Boston  &  Albany— Benjamin  Bennett.  19  Woodbine 

St..  Aubumdale.  Mass..  G.  C.  M.  J.  Powers,  box 48 

Southville,  Mass.,  Sec'y. 
B.  &  O.  8.-W.— Wm.  Teepc.  G.  C.  B.  F.  D.  6.  North 

Vernon.  Ind. :  E.  D.  Schleyer.  Sec'y,  605  Olive  St.. 

Chilllcothe.  O. 

B,  &  O.  Chi.  Ter.  R.  R.— M.  B.  Owen.  G.  C.  4631  Sao- 

ramento  av..  Chicago.  111. 
Baltimore  A  Ohio— W.  J.  Glenn.  Sec'y.  415  Merchant 

St..  Fairraount.  W.  Va. 
Boston  A  Maine— R.    H.   Crawford,  G.  C  box   82 

Melrose.  N.  Y. ;   W.  S.  Kenniston,  Sec'y,  No.  4 

R.R.  square.  Concord,  N.  H. 
Canadian  Northern— F.  H.  FUozdal,  G.  C  box  294, 

Warroad.  Minn. :  John  Henry,  Sec'y,  1169  4th  St., 

Edmonton,  Alta. 
Canadian  Northern  in  Ontario— R.  Givens.   o.  C. 

Udney,  Ont. 
Canadian  Northern  Quebec  Ry.— H.  St.  Cyr,  L'Epi- 

phanie.  Que. 
Canadian  Pacific— Wm.  Dorey,  G,  C.  Woodstock. 

N.  B.      D.  Campbell.    Sec'y  for   Eastern  div., 

10  Thornton  ave..  London,  Ont. ;  Geo.  Seal.  Sec'y 

for  Western  div..  box  391,  Portage  la  Prairie.  Man. 
Carolina,  ClinchfleldA  Ohio— C.  C.  Willia^ns.  G.  C. 

St.  Paul.  Va. ;  C.'J.  Jones,  Sec'y.  Yuma;  Va. 
Central  of  Georgia— D.  G.  Borom,  Round  Oak.  Ga. ; 

P.  M.  Lcsueur.  Sec'y.,  Opelika.  Ala. 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio— J.  B.  Pugh.G.  C  RFD  8  box  Al, 

Richmond.Va. ;  J.  W.  Brown,  Sec'y.  Griffith.  Va. 
Chicago  Junction— Jno.  Baker.  G.  C,  6014  Center  av.. 

Chicago,  111. :  Jas.  Consodine.  Sec'y.  3334  Wood 

St..  Chicago.  111. 

C,  M.  &  St.  P.— Jas.  Browder.  o.  c.  R.F.D.  1,  box  17 
Griggs,  Okla. 

Chi.  &  W.  Ind.— A.  M.  Ahr.  o.  c,  2819  6th  av..  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

C.  &  N.  W.— Geo.  Bleimes.  Temp.  o.  c,  6823  Cedar 
St..  Austin  Sta..  Chicago,  111. 

Coal  &  Coke  Ry.— W.  L.  Slaughter.  G.  C,  Gassoway. 
W.  Va. ;  W.  L.  Quickel,  Sec'y.  Gassoway.  W.  Va. 

Delaware  &  Hudson— George  Smith,  G.  C,  Meadow- 
dale.  N.  Y. 

Dominion  Atlantic— M.  Kennedy,  G.  C,  Waterville. 
N.  S. ;  M.  H.  McCurdy.  Sec'y.  Old  Bams.  N.  S. 

D.,  S.  S.  &  A.— C.  A  Fellman.  G.  C,  618  N  8d  st., 
Marquette,  Mich. ;  Wm.  Peterson,  box  95,  L'Anse 
Mich. 

D..  T.  &  I.— J.  G.  Keepers  G  C,  148  First  st..  Green- 
field.  O. 

Esq.  &  Nan.  Ry.— F.  Harper.  G.  C.  Maywood  P.  O. 
Victoria.  B.  C. :  E.  Sketch.  Sec'y.  Wellington,  B.C. 

Fla.  East  Coast— O.  H.  Baggott.  G.  C.  Port  Orange, 
Fla. ;  L.  S.  Stone.  Sec'y.  Hobe  Sound,  Fla. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

W.  H.  Notes,  Chnin ;  86  Wright  ave..  Toronto.  Oat. 
George  Seal.  Sec,  box  391.  Portage  la  Prairie,  Man, 
J.  E.  Smith.  Littleton.  Mass. 
G.  H.  Flynt,  408  Garrell  St..  Greensboro.  N.  C. 
T.  J.  O'DoNNELL.  Hernando.  Miss. 


Bell,  A. 
Carr.  P.  C. 
Chapman.  B.  G. 
Cassiday.  S.  W, 
Davis,  J.  F. 
Devaney,  Con. 
Farren  R.  B. 
Gauthier.  Thos. 
Hull.  W.  H. 
Johnson.  H.  W. 
Keays.  Geo. 
Kirkwood,  P.  W. 
Layne,  J.  T. 


ORGANIZERS. 

Powers,  T.  C. 
Peterson.  Chas. 
Riley.  J.  A. 
Riccio.  8. 
Robinson.  R. 
Stuart.  J.  P. 
Stokes.  H.  B. 
Stdlivan.  J.  J. 
Viens.  D.  N. 
Walah.  N.  W. 
Wyrfh.  C.  M. 
Wright.  Gus 


bright. 
WUbur.  S. 


Ga*  Ry.— J.  T.  Ivey.  G.  C.  R.F.  D.  2.   Thomson.  Ga. 

W.  E.  Bray.  Sec'y.  P.  O.  box  85.  Stephens.  Ga. 
Georgia  A  Florida— J.  T.  Massey.  G.  C,  Valdoata. 

Ga. :  John  Dyall,  8ec*r»  Douglas.  Ga. 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific— A.Barker,  G.C..  bx  680  Portage 

U  Prairie,  Man.;  J.  Wild.  Sec'y,  MelviUe.  Sask. 
G.  S.  A  F.  Ry.— M.  McCormack,  G.  C.  Arabi,  Ga. 
Halifax  A  S.  W.— Geo.  N.  Fox.  G.  C.  East  PubnSoo. 

N.  S. ;  R.  Feener,  Sec'y,  Bridgewater.  N.  S. 
Illinois  Central— W.  M.  Smith.  G.  C,  6746  Madtton 

av.,  Chicago,  111. 
Intercolonial  A  P.  E.  I.— Geo.  W.  Murray.  G.  C 

Truro,  N.  S. :  Eugene  lavage.  Sec'y,  MarTsyille, 

N.  B. 
Indiana  Harbor— J.  Bloom.  G.  C,  128  Broadway,  Bine 

Island  111. ;  Frank  Schneider,  Sec'y,  419  Plummer 

av.,  Hammond,  Ind. 
Macon  A   Birmingham— W.  N.  Clements.    G.   C^ 

Thomaston,  Ga. 
Maine  Central— C.  C  Allen,  G.  C.  Lincoln  Center. 

Me.;  Alex.  McMinn.  115  Winter  st..  Lewi8ton.Me. 
Michigan  Central— O.  Gillett,  V.  C.  Lawton,  Mich.: 

W.Buess.  sec'y..  8I4N.Park  St..  Kalamazoo.  Mich. 
M.,  St.  P.  A  S.  S.  M.  (SooLine)— L.  Norby,  G.C 

R.  F.  D.  1.  box  4.  White  Bear  Lake.  Minn. 
Mobile  A  Ohio— J.  M.  Young.  G.  C.  1720  N.  8d  st.. 

Columbus,  Miss. ;  C.  L.Hale,  Sec'y  Columbua.  Ky. 
Norfolk  Southern— S,  A.  Sutton  G.  C  111  E.  Braa- 

bleton  Ave..  Norfolk  Va. ;  J.  T.  PhiUips.  Sec^y. 

Bridgeton,  N.  C.  . 
Norfolk  A  Western— T.  H.  Gerrey,  G.  C.  R.F.D.  2, 

box  5.  Walnut  Cove.  N.  C. ;  J.  P.  Stuart,  No.  S, 

Baldwin  ave.,  Bluefield,  W.Va. 
New   Brunswick  Southern — B.  F.    Austin,  (acting 

ch'm).  Clinch's  Mills.  N.  B. 
N.  O..  M.  A  C— H.  L.  Barfield.  G.  C.  BeaunK>nt. 

Miss. ;  H.  I.  Nicholson.  Sec'y.  Bay  Springs,  Miss. 
Pere  Marquette— Frank  King.  G.  C,  Sombra,  Ont. ; 

H.  McLaughlin.  Sec'y.  Highgate.  Ont. 
Quebec  Cen.— J.  A.  Leasard.  G.  C  Beauce  Jet..  One. 
Quebec  A  L.  St.  John— J.  G.  Greflard,  G.  C;  St.  Raj> 

mond.  Que. 
Queen  A  Crescent— I.  Riaeden.  G.  C.  Dayton.  Tenn. 
Seaboard  Air  Line— R.  D.  Bradley.  G.  C  box  lOB.  Bo- 

gart,  Ga. :  M.  C.  Button.  Sec'y..  Vidalia.  Oa. 
Somerset  Ry.— E.  E.  Clark,  o.  C.  Madison.  Me.; 

B.  Pierce,  Sec'y.  box  263,  Bingham,  Me. 
Southern  Ry.— M.  Johnson.  G.  C,  Lynch  Station, 

Va. ;  A.  L.  Epps.  Sec'y.  Almond,  N.  C. 
Southern  Paoific—G.  W,  Stewart.  Sec'y  Lafayette. 

La. 
T.&N.O.— W.Switaer.G.  a,   Latchford.  Ont.;  L. 

Pelkie.  Sec'y.  Thomloe,  Ont..  Can. 
Union  Pacific— Chas.  S.  Boulter.  G.  C.  box  97,   La 

Salle.  Colo. 
Va.  Ry.— P.  J.  Noonan.  G.C..bx468.Prinoeton.  W.Va, 
Washington  Co.  Ry.—Zina  M.  Cook.  G.  C.  Jackaon. 

ville.  Me. ;  E,  J.  Palmer.  Sec'y.  Whitneyville.  Me. 
Wis.  Cen.— P.  Rasmussen.  G.  C,  Cylon.  Wis.;  P.  Mc- 

Gee,  Sec'y..  822  Court  St.,  Chippewa  Falls  Wis. 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRESPOINDEINTS. 

All  contributions  to  oar  oorrespondenoe  colmmu  must  be  in  NOT  LATER  th*n  the  TENTH  OP  THE 
MONTH  to  insore  pablication. 

Articles  most  be  written  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Noma  de  phune  nuur  be  need*  bat  every  artiole 
most  be  ftccompanied  by  the  full  name  and  address  of  the  irriter  to  insure  insertion. 

We  shall  be  arlad  to  receive  articles  on  any  subject  of  general  interest  to  the  fraternity. 

Sectarian,  partisan,  sectional  or  racial  discussions  will  not  be  printed. 

All  communications  are  subject  to  revision  or  rejection,  as  the  editor  may  deem  proper. 

The  editor  does  not  assume  responsibility  for  the  opinions  expressed  by  contributors  in  this  department. 

All  correspondence  pertaining  to  the  Advocate  should  be  addressed  to  8.  J.  Pfloo.  Editor  and  Manager, 
Vaiiol  Bnildinff.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 


Louisiana  Ry.  &  NaTi^ation  Co. 

*'Notdead,  but  sleepeth"  is  what  can 
be  seen  on  marble  slabs  in  cemeteries, 
and  we  can  draw  on  the  imagination 
that  the  one  referred  to  had  crossed  the 
Great  Divide,    and   while    I    have  not 
been  prominently  before  the  people  of 
the  main  ten  ance-of- way  department  for 
qnite  a  long  time  as  an  organizer  or  con- 
tribotor  to  the  Advance  Advocate,  yet 
my  dues  on  Certificate  No.  39715  are  al- 
ways in  the  clear,    and   while  I  might 
be  considered  as  **sleeping,"  I  am  not 
''dead"    altogether.      In    the    common 
phrase  of  the  locomotive  engineers,   '*I 
am  only  working  on  one  side,"  for  in  the 
latter*part  of  1909,  the  Yuma  Desert  in 
Arizona  and  Southern  California  put  me 
>at  of  commission  as  an  organizer,  and 
for  a  long  time  it  looked  like  ther«  was 
lo  other  alternative  then  left  for  me  but 
I  trip  to  the  graveyard.     My  left  side 
ras  paralyzed.     Therefore,   I   am  onty 
Forking  one  side  with  my  old-time  vigor, 
fet  I  am  not  ''all  in,  down  and  out," 
nd  whenever  I  see  a  man  without  his 
ard  I  forthwith  proceed  to  read  him  a 
iece  of  my  mind. 

I  see  the  sage  of  Hernando,  Miss.,  old 
Iro.  T.  J.  O'Donnell,  as  chairman  of  the 
ommittee  south  of  the  Ohio  River  on 
le  I.  C.  and  the  Y.  &  M.  V.  Rys.,  has 
Bked  the  chief  engineer  for  an  inter- 
iew,  bat  owing  to  ill  health  on  the  part 
f  Mr.  A.  S.  Baldwin,  chief  engineer,  he 


informed  Chairman  O'Donnell  that  he 
could  not  grant  the  interview  until  his 
health  had  improved.  But,  lo  and  be- 
hold! what  do  you  think  of  this?  I  met 
a  Y.  &  M.  V.  section  foreman  a  few 
days  ago,  and  he  informed  me  that  his 
salarx  had  been  increased  to  the  amount 
of  |2.60  per  month.  Another  one  of 
those  * 'voluntary'*  increases  in  wages. 
Well,  so  far,  so  good.  And  it  is  another 
proof  that  the  management  of  this  par- 
ticular system  of  railroad  was  not  dead 
by  a  long  shot,  so  to  speak,  as  regards 
the  needs  of  this  particular  branch  of 
employes,  of  being  remembered  by  a 
voluntary  contribution  to  their  monthly 
pay  check.  Of  course  I  might  be  wrong 
in  my  conjectures,  but  until  I  am  more 
authentically  informed,  it  will  always 
remain  in  my  noodle  that  the  powers 
that  be  in  Chicago  were  only  awakened 
from  their  long  sleep  of  * 'voluntary"  in- 
crease upon  receipt  of  Chairman  O'Don- 
nell's  request  for  a  conference. 

The  "voluntary"  increase  on  the  part 
of  the  company  amounts  to  |30  per  an- 
num. The  Grand  Lodge  dues  are  $4  and 
the  joint  protective  dues  |2,  making,  in 
all,  {6  per  annum  for  a  member  to  be  in 
good  standing,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
be  in  the  possession  of  a  clear  conscience 
that  he  has  done  his  part. 

All  right;  just  wake  up  long  enough  to 
figure  out  how  long  this  thirty  dollars,  if 
paid  at  one  time,  would  pay  your  Qrand 
Lodge   and  joint  protective  dues.      Of 
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course  if  a  man  that  is  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  main tenance-of- way  depart- 
ment and  is  not  in  possession  of  an  up- 
to-date  and  paid-up  card,  there  can  be 
only  one  inference  drawn  as  to  his  con- 
dition, and  that  is  that  he  is  "dead." 

But  it  does  look  to  me  that  when  his 
pay  check  if  shoved  at  his  inanimate 
body  with  the  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
coupon  attached,  he,  too,  will  wake  up 
to  a  sense  of  his  duty  and  will  say  that 
he  was  not  dead,  but  was  only  sleeping, 
and  that  he  will  become  so  thoroughly 
awakened  that  he  will  not  hesitate,  nor 
ask  the  reason  why,  but  will,  on  his  next 
mail,  forward  to  headquarters  at  St. 
Louis  enough  of  the  **in  God  we  trust" 
to  square  him  up  to  January  6,  1912, 
thereby  clearing  his  hands  so  that  he 
can,  with  a  clear  conscience,  handle  the 
** voluntary"  coupon  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  that  the  railroad  management 
has  so  generously  attached  to  his  month- 
ly pay  check. 

A  fool  never  changes  his  mind,  but  a 
sensible  man  always  does,  and  I  know 
that  there  are  a  great  many  sensible 
men  down  in  this  neck  of  the  woods  who 
have  allowed  themselves  to  become  de- 
linquent, but,  knowing  them  as  I  do  and 
have  for  years  past,  I  know  that  they 
are  not  dead,  but  have  only  been  taking 
a  little  nap,  of  which  they  are  ashamed 
of  having  been  caught  at,  and  that,  like 
sensible  men,  they  will  show  to  every 
one  concerned  they  have  changed  their 
minds  and  want  their  cards.  Now,  herd's 
hoping  that  every  one  will  come  up  to 
the  lick  log  of  repentance  for  past  fail- 
ures in  their  line  of  duty  and  get  back 
into  line.    Fraternally, 

W.  E.  DOYLB. 


Richmond  Lodge  No.  235. 

As  I  have  been  elected  journal  agent 
for  Richmond  Lodge  No.  235,  think  it 
time  for  me  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Ad- 
vocate so  its  readers  may  learn  what 
our  organization  is  doing.  We  held  one 
meeting  since  we  were  organized,  with  a 
good  attendance  and  we  installed  several 
new  members  which  swells  our  lodge  to 
over  140  members.  The  boys  seem  to 
enjoy  our  meetings  very  much.    We  are 


all  very  much  satisfied  at  the  start  we 
have  made  and  we  believe  there  is  some- 
thing better  in  store  for  all  of  as  in  the 
near  futurid. 

Labor  is  what  makes  everything  hum 
and  we  all  believe  we  have  taken  the 
proper  step  in  organizing  to  advance  the 
cause  of  labor.  •*United  we  stand,  di- 
vided we  fall"  is  an  old  and  true  motco, 
and  one  that  should  govern  us  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  unionism. 

My  experience  has  taught  me  that  we 
can  only  protect  ourselves  through  thor- 
ough organization.  I  have  been  watch- 
ing the  progress  of  the  different  crafts 
and  find  them  all  gaining  ground  very 
rapidly,  and  I  believe  that  the  time  is 
not  far  distant  when  the  working  people 
over  the  whole  nation  will  wake  tea 
sense  of  duty  and  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  command  fair  conditions  to  work 
under  and  a  fair  day's  pay  for  a  fair  day's 
work.  JOUBNAL.  Agbnt. 


St.  LrOuis»  Mo. 


It  has  been  some  time  since  I  have 
contributed  anything  in  the  form  of  a 
letter  to  the  ADtocATB,  and  I  will  try 
my  hand  to  let  some  of  the  good  brothers, 
whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  in 
the  past,  know  I  am  still  on  deck. 

I  have  only  words  of  praise  to  the  men 
on  the  O.  &  O.  of  Indiana  for  their  spirit 
and  good  help  they  gave  me  while  I  was 
on  their  road  getting  them  in  line  for 
better  conditions.  I  can  only  assute  the 
men  on  this  road  there  can  be  no  such 
word  as  failure  for  them,  for  they  are 
too  much  alive  to  their  own  interest  to 
not  succeed  in  the  end. 

My  heading  the  list  in  the  March  jour- 
nal is  not  all  due  to  my  good  work,  bat 
to  the  spirit  in  which  I  was  met  by  the 
men,  that  made  the  work  so  proficienU 
I  want  to  thank  Bro.  J.  B.  Pugh,  general 
chairman  of  the  O.  &  O.  Ry.,  for  the 
assistance  he  gave  me  in  institutiug  the 
local  lodges  at  Richmond  and  Peru,  Ind., 
as  he  was  able  to  explain  to  the  men 
many  things,  of  course,  that  I  was  not 
as  clear  on  as  he  was,  and  I  am  sure  tiie 
boys  of  the  above  two  lodges  have  great 
confidence  in  Brother  Pugh. 

Now,  a  word  personally  to  the  men  on 
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the  C.  &  O.  of  Indiana.  I  want  to  say 
there  are  still  a  few,  and  a  mighty  few, 
whose  money  I  failed  to  get  after  they 
signed  np.  Some  of  you  are  next  neigh- 
bor to  these  men,  and  I  am  sure  if  you 
iriiJ  make  it  a  part  of  your  duty  to  see 
these  men,  they  can  be  added  to  the 
listyoQ  already  have,  and  I  hope  none 
will  (ail  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  make 
this  road  solid.  Also  to  the  men  I  met 
on  the  Hocking  Valley,  I  trust  that  you 
will  all  do  your  part  to  make  your  road 
solid. 

I  am  back  again  at  headquarters,  doing 
what  good  I  can  from  here,  and  upon 
my  return  was  well  pleased  to  find  the 
progress  the  Order  had  made  so  far  in 
the  year  1911,  and  from  indications  it 
will  eclipse  any  year  previous  to  1911. 

The  awards  on  the  G.  T.  P.,  0.  P.  Ry. 
C.  N.  Ry.  have  been  something  grand, 
and  I  am  sure  the  boys  on  these  three 
roads  now  begin  to  realize  what  good  an 
organization  has  been  to  them.  It  is 
only  necessary  for  the  men  in  the  main- 
tenance-of-way  to  do  the  same  as  other 
railway  organizations  have  done  and 
they  will  receive  their  reward  the  same 
M  Others  have  received. 

Again  thanking  the  many  brothers  I 

met  on  my  recent  trip,  and  may  success 

nt)wn  their  efforts  ia  everything  they 

undertake,  I  am,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Edw.  G.  Gashel, 

Assistant  to  President. 


A.  O  B.,  S.  A.  L.  Div. 

Hello!  here  I  come  again,  and  hope 
his  letter  will  miss  the  waste  basket, 
have  been  reading  so  many  nice  and 
1  teres  ting  letters  this  afternoon,  I  just 
ant  to  tell  you  boys  what  good  luck  I 
ad  today.  I  went  hunting  and  shot 
»arteen  times  and  killed  nine  birds, 
idn't  I  do  finely? 

WeU«  I  am  expecting  to  be  an  agent 
•r  the  Brothertiood,  and  if  I  do  I  am 
)ing  to  do  my  best,  as  I  am  very  much 
terested  in  the  Order.  My  father's 
dge  met  in  Piedmont  the  third  Sunday 

last  month,  and  he  said  that  there 
as  a  good  meeting  and  they  took  in 
TO  new  members.  My  grandfather  is 
siting  OS.     He  lives  in  Atlanta. 


I  hope  the  Brotherhood  will  do  better 
this  year  than  ever  before,  and  will  be 
glad  when  I  get  old  enough  to  join  the 
Order,  and  then  I  can  write  more  inter- 
esting letters.  Just  let  me  ask  you  girts 
and  boys  how  many  of  you  like  parties? 
I  enjoy  them  very  much.  We  have  had 
several  this  winter.  I  hardly  ever  see 
anything  from  this  division.  Why  don't 
you  girls  and  boys  write?  I  know  yon 
could  do  as  well  as  I  do,  if  not  better,  so 
let  us  all  do  the  best  we  can.  Let  every- 
body know  how  well  we  enjoy  living  on 
the  railroad.  We  have  good  houses  to 
live  in,  but  not  enough  houses  for  the 
laborers.  My  father  is  allowed  four 
hands  and  but  two  houses  for  them  to 
live  in,  so  you  see  how  it  is.  Boys,  how 
do  you  like  to  cut  cross  ties?  I  usually 
do  have  a  time  cutting  them  for  stove 
wood. 

Our  president  will  be  in  Atlanta  on  the 
11th  of  this  month,  and  I  sure  would  be 
glad  to  be  there,  as  I  never  have  seen 
him.  I  will  write  a  verse  or  two,  and 
want  all  the  girls  and  boys  to  read  it.  I 
want  you  maintenance-of-way  men  to 
join  the  Order  (I  mean  the  nons)  before 
it  is  too  late. 

If  70a  hare  a  gray-haired  mother  In  the  old  home  far 

away. 
Sit  down  and  write  the  letter  yon  hare  pot  off  day  by 

day; 
Don't  wait  until  her  tired  steps  reach  heaven's  pearly 

gate. 
Bat  show  her  that  yon  think  of  hei^-before  it  is  too 

late. 

If  you  have  a  tender  message  or  a  loving  word  to  say. 
Don't  wait  till  yon  forget  it,  bat  whisper  it  today; 
Who  knows  what  bitter  memories  may  haant  you  if 

yoa  wait. 
So  make  your  loved  ones  happy—before  it  is  too  late. 

We  live  bat  in  the  present,  the  fatare  is  anknown. 

Tomorrow  is  a  mystery,  today  is  all  onr  own. 

The  chanee  tliat  fortune  lends  to  us  may  vanish  while 

we  wait. 
So  spend  your  life's  rich  pleasure- before  it  is  too  late. 

The  tender  word  unspoken,  the  letters  never  sent. 
The  long- forgotten  messages,  the  wealth  of  love  un* 

spent— 
For  these  some  hearts  are  breaking,  for  these  some 

loved  ones  wait. 
So  show  them  that  you  care  for  them—before  it  is  too 

late. 

I  will  ring  off  for  this  time,  as  I  think 
I  have  written  enough.  Wishing  the 
the  Order  all  good  luck,  I  am,  yours 
fraternally,  J.  0. 
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Salt  Springs  9ta.,  N.  9. 

It  will  not  be  amiss  to  let  yon  know 
tbat  Truro  Lodge  No.  154,  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.. 
i|  still  living  and  doing  business  at  the 
M  stand,  and  at  onr  last  meeting  in 
Xninmen's  hall,  at  Truro,  on  the  16th 
iflft.,  it  wonld  have  done  you  good  to 
liEve  been  present.  Wi^  had  three  oan- 
MateB  on  the  goat  at  once,  and  it  was 
ism  to  watch  the  different  acts  of  the 
performance.  However,  they  did  finely, 
tSoA  it  was  a  regular  St.  Patrick's  Day 
Miebration,  but  to  make  a  long  story 
ibort,  we  had  a  dandy  meeting,  and  I, 
fcr  one,  believe  more  firmly  than  ever 
Jpat  money  makes  the  mare  go,  and  the 
•jtoat,  too,  as  on  this  occasion. 

STon  see  the  boys  got  a  raise  of  pay, 
id  every  man  in*  the  hall,   from  the 
peMident  in  the  chair  to  your  'humble 
Mnmt,  was  right  on  his  taps;  but,  with 
Aft  Measure  mentioned,  there  comes  a 
9ViioB  of  sadness  to  us,  for  one  of  our 
bfvl  iftembers,    Bro.   Wm.  Lang^lle   of 
BMikfleldy  has  had  a  hard  struggle  with 
tWninu,  bat  we  were  glad  to  hear  there 
VM  tome  Improvement  and  that  Qod 
jnt  with  him.     My  prayers  go  out  to 
Jkotber   Langille,   also  to  every  other 
4PDther  in  good  standing  in  Truro  lodge 
4P6l0ewhere,  included  under  our  Grand 
Xidge,  its  staff  of  officers,  etc. 

^ruro  lodge  has  a  large  number  of 
fianies  on  its  books.  If  every  name  in- 
iloded  was  that  of  an  up-to-date  brother, 
9  would  surprise  a  good  many.  There 
m»  some  whose  names  were  enrolled, 
im  paid,  and  then  adieu;  others  who 
pM,  some  for  a  half  year,  some  one 
]r#ary  perhaps  two  or  three,  then,  with- 
<mtft  word  of  explanation,  ceased  to  pay 
tiwir  share  toward  bettering  our  condi- 
tion— backsliders.  I  hope  they  will  re- 
OaU  their  obligation  and  square  up  before 
it  is  too  late. 

I  noticed  one  brother  quotes  St.  Peter 

in  *'parodica1"  form,  and  represents  him 

sa  being  hard  on  the  scabs  or  nons,  but 

Jom not  mention  the  backslider.  Judging 

this,  they  are  beyond  notice  and 

is    no    hope    of   them    entering 

3«  still  they  have  a  chance  to  turn 

i  the  error  of  their  ways. 

SruTO  lodge  was  pleased  to  hear  that 


Lodge  No.  137,  which  meets  in  Stellar- 
ton,  had  a  fine  meeting  lately  and  took 
in  a  lot  of  new  members.  Keep  going, 
brothers,  and  feed  the  goat  well.  When 
the  kids  find  out  there  is  more  money  in 
it,  I  think  they  will  give  **three  butts" 
at  the  outside  door  (or  should  I  say 
knocks?)  in  short  order. 

We  have  had  a  hard  winter  down  here 
by  the  sea — the  coldest  yours  truly  ever 
remembers  since  he  came  to  this  planet 
a  half  century  or  so  ago.  We  have  had 
no  great  depth  of  snow,  but  beautiful 
sleighing  and  sledding  since  about  Jan- 
uary 20. 

Immense  quantities  of  lumber  have 
been  manufactured  and  brought  to  the 
different  stations  along  our  railroad  for 
shipment,  as  the  beautiful  roads  made 
hauling  easy  work,  but,  cold,  oh  my  I 
Lucky  were  they  whose  coal  bins  and 
wood  sheds  were  full  last  fall.  We 
wonder  how  any  company  can  hold  out 
against  union  men  as  the  coal  company 
in  this  province  has  done,  knowing  the 
suffering  and  inconvenience  caused  by 
lack  of  fuel,  to  say  nothing  of  the  loss 
in  dollars  and  cents  to  a  company  with 
such  good  coal  to  sell,  while  the  best 
men  and  best  interests  of  the  company 
are  in  the  hands  of  union  men  they  so 
foolishly  contend  with.  It  seems  to  be 
necessary  to  educate  these  capitalists  as 
to  the. welfare  of  themselves.  Speaking 
of  the  extreme  cold.  Jack  Frost  seemed 
to  take  charge  of  some  of  our  sections 
along  the  road,  and  the  big  Pacific  type 
engines  make  some  nice  bows  as  they 
come  toward  you. 

The  letter  in  the  last  Advocate  on 
* 'Winter  Track  Work"  is  what  could  be 
called  A  No.  1.  One  place  speaks  of 
cutting  ties,  and  against  the  use  of  do- 
ing so,  but,  Mr.  Editor,  if  you  could  see 
some  of  the  lumps  on  our  road  I  think 
you  would  say  cut  down  a  little  and  save 
bridging  two  or  three  rail  lengths  from 
one  pinnacle  to  another,  but  our  road 
is  good  and  solid  with  no  sign  of  spread- 
ing so  I  think  the  rail  is  better  on  the 
ties.  Our  fast  trains  run  sharp  on  time, 
barring  accidents. 

I  could  write  a  lot  more,  but  will  close 
for  this  time,  and  if  the  editor  finds  it 
possible  to  let  this   escape  the   waste 
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basket,  I  might  be  tempted  to  write 
again,  but  if  it  is  not  worth  printing,  jast 
bum  and  save  the  extra  weight  from  the 
poor  basket. 

Now,  hoping  Truro  lodge  will  win  her 
place  on  the  Roll  of  Honor — a  place  she 
would  not  have  lost  had  the  members 
been  on  the  alert  to  be  first  to  hold  their 
clearance  cards — I  shall  sign  in  B.  L. 
and  U.,  Long  Section. 


Winnipeg*  Man. 


As  you  published  two  of  my  letters  in 
the  March  Advocate,  I  may  be  late  for 
the  April  issue.  I  intended  one  for 
March  and  one  for  April,  but,  seeing 
that  my  letter  is  already  published,  I 
must  write  again  to  win  the  journal 
agent's  prize  on  the  Canadian  Northern 
Railway. 

I  see  by  the  Winnipeg  Free  Press  that 
the  conciliation  boards  for  the  Canadian 
Northern,  the  Canadian  Pacific  and  the 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific  have  rendered  their 
verdict  at  last,  and  their  report  states 
from  12)i  to  16  per  cent.  Very  .encour- 
aging, indeed,  after  so  long  a  wait,  and 
I  am  now  anxiously  awaiting  the  report 
of  the  signing  up  of  this  schedule  by  the 
company.  I  do  not  anticipate  very 
much  trouble,  as  the  officials  on  the 
Canadian  Northern  have  always  been 
ready  and  willing  to  treat  with  us,  and 
I  have  as  high  regard  for  most  of  these 
Canadian  Northern  officials  as  of  any 
railroad  officials  I  have  ever  met.  While 
they  are  always  looking  after  the  in- 
terest of  the  company  in  making  a  bar- 
gain, they  do  not  do  it  in  a  dirty  and 
mean-spirited  fashion,  so  I  believe  that 
we  on  the  Canadian  Northern  will  settle 
up  without  much  dickering. 

Well,'  for  goodness  sake,  the  strenuous 
weather  is  over  again,  or  nearly  so.  I 
am  sure  that  our  craft  will  be  mighty 
glad  of  the  same. 

Now,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to 
write  about,  as  there  is  nothing  very 
new  in  my  travels.  Free  trade  on  cer- 
tain articles,  and  my  friends,  the  Cana- 
dian manufacturers,  going  broke  over 
it,  is  the  latest  and  almost  the  only 
matter  under  discussion  at  the  present 
time.    Some  of  the  people  are  calling  on 


the  government  to  go  to  the  people  in 
this  matter,  to  let  them  vote  for  it  oi 
not,  as  they  see  fit.  This  seems  tome 
to  be  another  dodge  to  delay  the  game 
a  while  longer.  I  say  no!  Qet  this  pact 
through  and  give  it  a  trial,  and  if  it  is  & 
failure,  why,  my  friends  are  the  only 
ones  who  will  suffer,  and  you  know  that 
if  they  do  suffer  it  will  be  an  awful 
calamity  to  Canada.  Just  think  how 
sad  it  will  be  if  the  few  who  have  been 
privileged  since  the  inception  of  Cana- 
dian history  should  lose  some  of  these 
privileges  and  have  to  put  up  with  lesa- 
inflated  profits.  How  sad  it  i^  be. 
Me  thinks  I  shall  shed  tears  of  joy,  ratlier 
than  of  sorrow  if  they  do  lose  some  of 
their  profits. 

Mr.  Fels  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  quite 
nicely  in  regard  to  getting  money.  He 
said,  '*Qetting  rich  is  as  easy  as  steal- 
ing." First  you  get  a  few  privileges 
from  the  government,  then  you  go  oat 
and  employ  some  laborers  and  pay  them 
a  mere  living  wage,  and  the  results  are 
that  yon  will  pile  up  money  and  become 
one  of  the  plutocrats  of  the  earth. 

Hello,  Brother  Binks!  I  see  yon  at 
last  in  print.  Come  again.  We  have  a 
new  editor  now;  the  old  one  has  become 
a  has-been.  In  regard  to  the  subject  of 
homesteading,  I  have  had  my  spiel  about 
that  before,  but  I  wish  to  state  that  year 
humble  servant  would  about  as  soon 
meet  the  devil  as  to  get  in  a  district 
where  the  section  crews  are  manned 
with  homesteaders.  It  is  bad  for  all 
concerned,  not  even  excepting  the 
homesteader  himself.  I  do  not  wish  any 
homesteader  to  take  offense  at  my  letter 
if  he  should  happen  to  see  it,  provided 
the  same  homesteader,  if  he  is  railroad- 
ing, is  paying  his  dues  to  the  union  and 
not  pulling  the  union  man's  leg  for  bis 
raises  and  paying  nothing.  I  can  guar- 
antee you  this  much:  For  the  ten  out 
of  a  hundred  who  would  pay  their  dues, 
there  are  ninety  who  won't  and  don't. 
Well,  the  homesteader  who  doesn't  is 
the  fellow  whom  I  do  not  care  whether 
this  offends  or  not. 

Say,  Brother  Binks,  I  see  you  are  ad- 
vocating doing  the  organizers  out  of  a   ^ 
job.    Qet  after  them  and  get  them  alive 
^o  their  duties.    I  believe  in  the  rani 
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and  file  getting  busy  and  doing  as  mn<:!h 
organizing  as  possible,  and  I  will  bet  it 
will  be  a  day  or  two  before  yon  eliminate 
the  walking  delegate. 

I  am  glad  to  see  the  journal  agent  of 
Ft.  Franois  lodge  in  print  again.  Shake, 
brother!  Be  sore  to  come  again.  I  see 
yon  are  hitting  the  boys  on  your  division 
pretty  hard.  I  hope  you  have  not  many 
of  that  stripe  on  your  division.  If  you 
have,  I  trust  the  good  Lord  will  take  the 
scabs  off  their  eyes  so  that  they  will  be 
able  to  see  the  beauty  of  being  paid  up 
in  our  noble  Order. 

Now,  before  I  forget  it,  I  have  been 
instructed  by  my  lodg^  to  write  a  few 
lines  in  one  of  my  letters  on  a  subject 
which  Ft.  Garry  Lodge  No.  323  looks  a 
little  favorable  on.  Ft.  Garry  lodge  be- 
lieves that  a  convention  should  be  held 
once  a  year  at  some  convenient  point  on 
the  Canadian  Northern  system,  which 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  organization 
at  large.  At  outline  or  scheme  will  be 
somewhat  as  followa:  Each  lodge  on 
the  Canadian  Northern  system  should 
send  one  delegate  to  the  convention, 
with  a  proper  credential.  Also  each 
lodg^  would  have  as  many  votes  as  there 
are  members  in  good  standing. 

The  qnestion  that  might  be  asked  of 
me  might  be,  what  is  the  necessity  of  a 
system  convention?  Well,  there  could 
be  a  large  amount  of  business  transacted, 
such  as  discussion  on  the  constitution 
and  schedules.  Plans  could  be  formu- 
lated at  this  convention  of  what  would 
be  the  best  laws  to  have  enacted  at  our 
next  Grand  Lodge  convention,  and  it 
would  enable  the  different  lodges  to  get 
acquainted  with  each  other.  It  would 
have  a  tendency  to  do  away  with  the 
internal  friction,  because  it  would  help 
to  educate  the  rank  and  file,  and  we 
certainly  all  need  all  the  education  we 
can  get.  We  need  it  in  our  constitution 
and  we  need  it  in  our  schedules. 

Now,  this  is  supposed  to  be  an  intro- 
duction to  the  matter,  and  Ft.  Garry 
lodge  hopes  you  will  discuss  it  in  your 
meeting  and  that  you  will  confer  over  it 
and  see  what  you  consider  the  best  in 
regard  to  it.  Our  secretary-treasurer,  I 
believe,  has  written  to  the  other  secre- 
taries on  the  Canadian  Northern  system 


division,  also  the  general  chairman,  so 
we  hope  at  the  next  meeting  to  have  the 
opinion  of  all  concerned  in  the  matter. 

Now,  wishing  all  success  to  our  organ- 
ization, I  am,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
JouBNAL  Agent. 

P.  S.— Did  anybody  notice  any  mem- 
bers of  Ft.  Garry  Lodge  No.  323  any- 
where last  meeting  afternoon  but  at  the 
meeting  place?  If  you  see  any  of  them 
on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  this  month,  tell 
them  that  we  are  having  a  meeting  of 
Ft.  Garry  lodge  in  room  9,  Trades  Hall, 
commencing  at  14  o'clock  in  the  city  of 
Winnipeg  where  we  would  welcome 
them  or  visiting  members.  Please  come 
and  tell  the  brethren  all  to  be  there  and 
we  shall  be  happy  to  greet  them.  Some- 
thing special  next  meeting.  Come  and 
sect  Jb.  Agt. 


laeger,  W.  Va. 


As  I  don't  see  many  letters  in  the  Ad- 
vocate from  this  division,  I  will  try  to 
pen  a  few  lines.  It  seems  as  though  the 
members  of  Lodge  No.  31  have  gone  to 
sleep.  What  is  the  matter  with  you? 
Why  don't  you  wake  up  and  shake  off 
the  chains  that  are  fast  holding  you 
down?  The  time  has  arrived  when  we 
must  arise  to  a  sense  of  our  duty  and  get 
ourselves  lined  up,  for  when  we  get 
thoroughly  organized,  we  will  be  in  a 
position  to  have  a  better  schedule  to 
work  under,  stand  for  your  rights  and 
receive  more  for  our  long  hours  of  labor. 

Did  you  ever  think  about  our  condi- 
tion as  trackmen,  the  responsibility  that 
is  on  us?  When  we  go  out  to  work  on 
the  track,  renewing  ties  or  changing, 
rail,  and  other  such  work  that  would  ob- 
struct the  tract  or  make  it  dangerous  for 
the  traveling  public,  upon  whom  does 
the  responsibility  rest?  The  section  fore- 
man, of  course. 

First,  we  should  make  ourselves  com- 
petent to  hold  the  position  of  section 
foreman.  Then  we  should  be  faithful  in 
our  duty  to  the  company  employing  us. 
We  should  be  upright  and  deal  squarely 
with  the  company,  using  their  material, 
tools,  machinery  and  appliances  in  a 
manner  that  will  be  to  the  best  interests 
of  our  employers,  and  do  all  we  can  to 
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protect  their  property  that  is  entrusted 
to  oar  care.  We  shoald  then  look  to  our- 
selves, employ  none  but  true,  upright 
Brotherhood  men,  men  that  are  true, 
whom  you  can  rely  upon  in  emergencies. 
For  instance,  if  you  are  relaying  rail, 
surfacing  track,  or  doing  some  other 
work  that  requires  you  to  work  under 
flag  protection,  are  you  not  careful  about 
whom  you  send  to  flag?  Probably  you 
might  send  anybody,  but  he  might  lie 
down  and  go  to  sleep,  or  be  out  of  his 
place  and  not  attend  to  his  duty  as  he 
ought,  and  allow  trains  to  pass  by. 
What  would  be  the  consequences?  A 
terrible  accident  would  happen.  Then  a 
word  to  you  foremen :  Employ  nothing 
but  Brotherhood  men,  men  that  you  can 
trust  and  men  that  will  do  their  duty  to 
themselves  and  the  company.  Let  us 
do  good  work  for  our  employers  and  let 
them  pay  us  what  our  work  is  worth  to 
them.  Let  us  get  organized  thoroughly 
and  then  we  can  expect  better  condi- 
tions to  labor  under. 

All  section  foremen  should  bring  the 
nons  in  their  gang  to  the  lodge  and  get 
them  in  lin^.  Where  there  is  union  there 
is  strength.  I  long  to  see  the  day  come 
when  we  will  employ  only  good  Brother- 
hood men,  who  deserve  it,  and  let  the 
nons  fall  into  the  ditch.  If  they  can't 
get  in  line  with  us,  let  them  gather  none 
of  the  fruit  with  us.  If  they  cannot  help 
us  get  better  wages,  I  don't  think  it  is 
right  for  them  to  reap  the  harvest.  You 
non-members,  wake  up;  get  in  line  and 
come  to  our  lodge  room.  We  will  show 
you  the  way  in. 

I  won't  weary  you  with  a  long  letter 
this  time,  but  will  write  again.  I  am 
section  foreman  on  the  Norfolk  and  West- 
ern Railway  (Pocahontas  division);  had 
about  nine  years  experience  in  track  ser- 
vice, been  a  Brotherhood  man  the  better 
part  of  it  and  wish  to  see  the  day  come 
when  every  road  will  have  a  signed 
schedule  for  the  laborers  and  foremen  to 
work  under,  and  employ  none  but  Broth- 
erhood men.  I  am  a  member  of  Tug 
River  Lodge  No.  31,  located  at  Jaeger, 
W.  Va.  on  the  Trunk  line  of  the  Norfolk 
and  Western  Railway. 

Will  exchange  postcards  with  the 
members  and  journal  readers.    Will  send 


one  in  return  for  each  one  received. 
(Scenery  of  your  state  preferred.)  Wish- 
ing the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  and  Auxiliary 
success,  I  am,  yours  in  B.  L.  andU., 

L.  V. 


Madison  Lodge  No.  4. 

As  my  other  letter  escaped  the  waste 
basket,  I  will  try  to  write  a  few  more 
lines  for  the  dear  old  Advocate.  I  have 
just  got  my  last  month's  journal  and  I 
sure  did  enjoy  reading  it,  and  all  who 
have  not  read  Brother  W.  W.  F's.  letter 
in  the  journal  be  sure  to  do  so.  Yon  will 
find  it  on  page  189. 

Well,  we  sure  did  have  a  good  meeting 
in  February.  Oh,  how  we  did  enjoy  it 
We  initiated  fourteen  new  ones  and  more 
for  next  Sunday .  Now,  don' t  that  sound 
good?  I  am  glad  to  see  our  men  coming 
into  the  Order.  Come  on,  boys,  and  let 
us  put  you  through  the  good  work.  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  crowd  out  next  Sun- 
day and  if  the  brothers  will  just  make  it 
a  rule  not  to  miss  a  single  meeting  yon 
will  soon  get  to  where  you  will  have  to 
be  sick  or  some  of  your  family  sick  to 
keep  you  away.  I  feel  it  is  a  duty  I  owe 
to  my  family  to  go  to  the  meetings.  We 
can  never  do  anything  unless  we  unite. 

I  wish  it  had  been  so  that  I  could  have 
gone  to  the  general  chairman's  meeting 
in  Atlanta.  I  think  Southern  Associa- 
tion A  will  be  the  grandest  thing  that 
has  ever  been  organized  for  the  tnuil' 
men.  Look  what  the  conductors  ttil 
flagmen  have  done.  Why  cannot 
something?  I  think  it  is  our  turn 
and  all  the  employes  on  our  road 
had  a  raise  except  us.  I  don't  see  hOV 
they  could  refuse  us.  Itlooks  80Tneifal||| 
like  this  to  me.  If  a  father  would  l|i|f 
some  candy  or  som^  apples  and  OVt/lf 
them  home  and  would  give  two  of  i 
children  some  and  refuse  the  third  i 
that  little  fellow  would  say,  "papa 
don't  care  for  me,"  and  the  next 
you  would  see  would  be  that  little  fotti 
standing  up  in  the  comer  pouting. 

Well,  I  must  stop.    I  hope  the  edS^Sfk 
will  knock  the  kinks  out  of  this  so  theft 
will  be  some  sense  to  it.     With  best 
wishes,  I  am,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
JouBN^L  Agent. 
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AdairsTille.  Ga. 

Now  for  a  line  to  the  brothers  if  the 
editor  will  allow,  after  lining  up  the 
kinks  and  knocking  out  the  high  Centers. 
Brothers,  what  do  yon  think  of  your- 
selves  and  what  are  you  doing  to  let  oth- 
er people  know  that  you  are  a  spoke  in 
the  wheel?  For  myself  I  will  say  that  I 
am  doing  all  that  I  can  as  I  see  it,  but  I 
suppose  that  seems  but  little  to  the  older 
heads,  but  thanks  to  the  Master,  I  am 
doing  more  than  some  I  see. 

I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  been  on  the 
0.  0.  &  O.  and  the  V.  &  S.  W.  for  a  month 
and  a  half  and  I  have  not  had  to  '*lie 
oat"  at  all.  They  are  all  good  hearted 
fellows  and  about  all  prove  their  faith  by 
their  works  and  that  looks  good  to 
me. 

The  V.  &  S.  W.  boys  are  just  fine,  but 
let  roe  speak  that  in  a  whisper  for  fear 
the  C.  C.  &  O.  boys  hear  of  it  and  look 
out  for  me  on  my  return. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  met  some 
sobstitntes  for  men  who  are  so  ignorant 
they  do   not  know  right  from   wrong. 


They  are  only  tools  for  the  company 
they  serve  and  if  the  truth  were  known, 
the  officials  would  say  they  pitied  them. 
Brothers,  get  your  hearts  right.  Do  your 
duty  and  stand  for  the  right  at  all  times, 
then  you  will  have  nothing  to  fear.  Pick 
up  the  courage  that  you  have  inherited 
and  know  that  you  have  a  right  to  say 
what  you  shall  receive  for  your  work, 
and  stand  for  it  to  the  bitter  end.  If  you 
do  not  do  this,  it  would  have  been  better 
had  you  not  been  bom.  Gk>d  never  in- 
tended the  laboring  man  to  be  treated 
like  a  dumb  brute.  If  so,  he  would  have 
given  him  four  legs  and  given  him  in- 
stinct whereby  he  would  know  that  he 
was  an  animal.  Qet  down  on  your  knees 
and  ask  God  to  lead  you  in  the  way  you 
should  go  and  do  as  he  dictates  and  you 
cannot  do  wrong.  Awake  to  a  sense  of 
duty  I  Get  about  your  business  and  times 
will  be  better  than  ever  before. 

I  am  at  Bristol,  Tenn.,  today  and  ex- 
pect to  put  in  a  lodge  at  this  place  to- 
morrow and  will  let  you  know  later  if 
this  misses  the  bad  order  track.  Yours 
in  the  work,  H.  B.  Stokbs. 


^Eo.  J.  R.  Harnagb  and  Gang,  Abbott,  Fla. 
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The  Rainy  Day. 


We  have  all  heard  the  expression  nsed 
•*8ave  for  a*rainy  day,"  but  how  many  of 
us  are  doin^  it?  How  many  of  us  can 
save?  Men  in  the  maintenance-of-way 
department  have  never  received  large 
salaries  and  ther  chances  to  provide  for 
the  "rainy  day"  have  not  been  good. 
Men  in  our  department  are  as  devoted  to 
their  families  as  any  class  of  men  in  any 
walk  of  life  and  to  provide  the  necessi- 
ties of  life  requires  in  most  cases  their 
entire  income,  and  when  the  "rainy  day'' 
comes,  they  are  so  often  unprepared  for 
it.  Our  organization  has  wisely  provided 
a  means  whereby  a  man  may,  at  small 
expense,  prepare  for  the  day  that  surely 
will  come.  Every  member  is  familiar 
with  our  insurance  department  and  I 
would  urge  every  member  to  avail  him- 
self of  this  opportunity  to  provide  for  his 
loved  ones  when  he  has  been  called 
away.  Don't  think  that  because  you  are 
young,  or  enjoy  the  blessing  of  good 
health,  that  you  will  always  be  able  to 
provide  for  the  loved  ones  God  has 
blessed  you  with.  Somewhere,  some- 
time, you  will  meet  your  last  pay-day 
and  those  most  dear  to  you  will  realize 
as  well  as  you,  that  your  efforts  to  pro- 
vide for  them  are  at  an  end  and  hence- 
forth they  must  look  elsewhere  for  sup- 
port. But  what  a  consolation  it  would 
be  to  you  and  to  them,  to  know  that  in 
life  you  had  done  what  you  could  to  pro- 
vide for  them  after  you  are  gone. 

I  know  it  is  so  common  for  young  men 
to  feel  that  they  can  work  and  will  be 
able  to  save  money  for  their  old  age. 
They  feel  that  the  little  wife  will  never 
know  what  it  is  to  be  left  as  some  other 
poor  woman  has  been  left;  he  is  going  to 
manage  better  and  accumulate  money 
and  he  is  going  to  be  well-off  in  this 
world's  goods,  but  how  few,  how  very 
few  there  are  that  ever  reach  the  high 
mark  set  by  the  ambition  of  youth.  How 
well  I  remember  the  days  of  my  young 
manhood,  when  I  thought,  as  a  great 
many  others  have  thought,  that  I  would 
be  able  to  provide  for  my  family  without 
the  aid  of  an  insurance  policy,  but  as 
some  have  learned  and  others  must  learn, 
I  found  that  there  was  no  fortuno  to  be 


made  at  my  chosen  occupation,  and  if  I 
was  to  leave  the  little  wife  anything  for  the 
"rainy  day,"  it  must  be  in  the  nature  of 
an  insurance  policy,  and  my  only  regret 
is  that  I  cannot  make  it  larger. 

To-night  as  I  write,  my  mind  goes 
back  to  the  ever-present  long  ago,  as  1 
listen  to  the  same  musical  laugh,  catch 
the  same  love-light  in  the  eyes  that  for 
me  will  ever  be  as  a  beacon  to  guide  me 
aright,  for  her  whose  heart  has  been  de- 
voted and  true  through  all  the  yean  of 
trials  and  vicissitudes,  I  thank  God,  that 
should  the  summons  come,  as  come  it 
must  some  time,  I  will  at  least  have  a 
policy  in  the  grand,  old  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
between  her  and  the  "rainy  day." 

Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

R.  E.  U.  Bekssokb. 


Moose ja^v  Lodge  No.  127. 

It  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I  pick 
up  my  pen  to  write,  but  as  it  has  been 
such  a  long  time  since  th^^  Advocatb  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Moosejaw  Lodge 
No.  127,  and  as  I  am  the  Journal  agent 
for  1911,  it  is  fit  and  proper  that  I  throw 
off  all  unwillingness  and  give  you  a  short 
note. 

Therefore,  for  the  information  of  onr 
journal  readers  and  especially  the  mem- 
bers of  our  own  lodge,  it  will  be  well  to 
state  that  our  meetings  are  held  on  the 
4th  Thursday  of  each  month  in  the  Trades 
and  Labor  Hall,  High  8t.  at  20  K.  and 
we  will  welcome  any  member  who  may 
be  in  Moosejaw  on  that  particular  night 
to  come  and  help  us  in  our  deliberations. 

There  seems  to  be  a  lamentable  lack 
of  interest  shown  in  our  own  afFairs. 
1910  was  a  very  good  year  as  far  as  at- 
tendance in  our  meetings  are  concerned, 
but  the  pivot  upon  which  the  interest 
was  turning  was  that  a  new  schedule 
was  being  brought  out,  but  now  that  the 
new  schedule  is  almost  sure,  (that  is,  if 
the  reports  are  true)  is  it  to  be  a  falling 
off  in  attendance,  or  is  it  to  be  increased 
activity?  I  will  say  there  are  many 
things  which  go  to  make  a  lodge  success- 
ful than  the  making  of  anew  schedule. 

Does  not  our  constitution  call  for  the 
building  up  of  each  other  in  our  various 
crafts?    If  such  is  the  case,  then  let  us 
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rally  round  and  bnild  each  other  up  in 
our  union  affairs  for  we  have  need  of  it. 
Not  only  being  taught,  but  we  have  need 
of  discipline. 

Brother  trackmen,  we  mourn  your 
absence  from  our  lodge  meetings.  We 
have  had  our  election  of  officers  for  1911, 
and  we  are  sorry  to  note  the  absence  of 
the  men  of  your  calling  among  the  list. 
We  men  in  the  bridge  and  building  de- 
partment feel  it  more  so  at  election  time 
for  it  leaves  us  no  other  alternative  but 
to  choose  our  officers  from  the  building 
and  bridge  department  and  this  makes 
it  a  very  one  sided  affair  and  has  a  ten- 
dency to  lessen  the  advantages  of  our 
lodge  and  our  union.  Brother  trackmen  * 
do  not  grieve  over  your  doings  this  time, 
but  come  along  and  make  your  presence 
felt  by  discussing  the  present  problems 
that  confront  our  daily  life.  Our  lodge 
room  is  a  good  place  to  discuss  them  and 
not  outside,  as  we  all  have  a  tendency  to 
do.  This  applies  equally  as  well  to  the 
bridge  and  building  department  as  to  the 
trackmen.  I  hope  all  will  take  note. 
Sincerely  yours  in  the  common  cause. 
Journal  Aobnt. 


Richlanda*  Ga. 


Again  I  will  make  one  more  effort  to 
write  a  few  lines  to  the  dear  old  Advo- 
cate, and  I  do  hope  and  trust  that  it 
will  escape  the  bad-order  mark  and  not 
be  ran  in  on  a  blind  siding  at  some  dead 
station  and  not  be  printed,  for  I  hate  to 
work  in  vain.  If  I  should  happen  to  go 
astray  for  a  few  lines,  I  am  not  a  bit 
afraid  of  any  members  of  Lodge  No.  388 
giving  me  a  jacking  up  in  the  journal, 
for  they  never  write  to  it. 

Now,  yon  trackmen,  let's  hear  from 
you.  Lend  a  helping  hand  and  do  not 
wait  for  a  few  journal  agents  to  do  all 
the  writing,  for  it  is  very  necessary  thac 
every  one  should  help  to  carry  on  the 
good  work.  If  you  cannot  write,  you 
can  play  a  good  part  by  always  having 
an  up-to-date  card  in  your  pocket,  for 
they  look  good  to  me,  and  I  hope  to  see 
more  up-to-date  cards  in  the  future  than 
in  the  past.  So  let's  get  a  little  bit  more 
enthusiastic  over  our  own  personal  wel- 
fare.   Have  yon  not  realized  our  need 


and  our  families'  wants?  Just  think  of 
a  man,  with  several  years'  experience, 
having  to  go  out  in  the  cold  rain  and 
summer's  heat,  ten  hours  per  day,  for 
$47  per  month  and  $5  house  rent — say  f52 
per  month  for  ten  hours'  labor  per  day — 
and  look  at  the  responsibility  he  has, 
besides!  Now,  take  the  baggageman 
over  here  on  a  140-mile  run,  without  any 
experience  at  all.  He  is  on  duty  five 
hours  and  off  twelve  hours,  and  in  out  of 
the  cold,  rain  and  sunshine,  and  he  gets 
$86  per  month  and  works  on-half  the 
time  that  a  section  foreman  does,  and 
gets  double  the  amount  for  his  services. 

Now,  dear  readers,  is  it  just  for  us  to 
continue  on  at  such  rates?  I  say  no,  it 
is  not;  but  you  or  I  alone  cannot  rule 
the  entire  railroad  system  and  compel 
them  to  give  us  a  fair  remuneration  for 
our  labor.  But  if  each  and  every  one  of 
us  will  combine  with  a  determination  to 
win>  then  it  is  not  impossible  for  us  to 
secure  an  all-around  better  schedule  to 
work  under  than  we  have  heretofore 
secured.  It  looks  so  plain  to  me  that  I 
do  noD  understand  how  any  man  can 
help  taking  a  hand  in  trying  to  better 
conditions.  Yet  some  of  them  will  not 
even  join,  and  when  they  do  join,  that's 
all,  for  it  is  like  pulling  eye  teeth  to 
collect  a  few  dollars  for  dues  from  them. 

It  is  a  fact  that  every  industry  in  the 
land  is  dependent  upon  labor,  while 
(vice  versa)  labor  is  somewhat  depend- 
ent upon  the  industries  for  support. 
Why  not  help  one  another  and  not  let 
capital  get  it  all,  but  insist  on  labor  re- 
ceiving a  decent  living,  at  least.  It  is 
the  small  wage  earners  who  pay  for  all. 
Look  at  the  big-salaried  men,  who  wear 
fine  clothes;  when  they  are  away  from 
home,  all  expenses  are  paid  for  them, 
but  when  one  of  us  wage  earners  have 
to  go  away  on  company's  business,  we 
have  to  pay  our  own  expenses.  Come 
ahead,  and  let  us  pull  to  the  front  with 
organization  and  not  be  the  last  ones  to 
share  the  profits  of  the  company,  for  we 
are  as  much  entitled  to  a  fair  wage  for 
onr  labor  as  other  classes  of  employes. 

Now,  as  a  final:  We  R  glad  2  have  U 
cum  an  B  with  us  at  Richlands,  Ga., 
every  second  Sunday.  Visitors  are  cor- 
dially invited. 
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By  request,  I  will  write  a  few  lines, 
entitled,  **When  Will  Unionism  Die?'' 
It  is  a  copy,  but  I  do  not  know  the  name 
of  the  writer. 

WHEN  WILL  UNIONISM  DIE? 

When  the  lion  eats  erass  like  an  ox. 
And  the  fish  worm  swallows  the  whale. 

When  tarrapins  wear  woolen  socks. 
And  the  hare  is  ontmn  by  the  snail. 

When  serpents  walk  upright  like  men. 
And  doodle  bngs  travel  like  frogs. 

When  grasshoppers  feed  on  the  hen. 
And  feathers  are  found  on  the  hog. 

When  tomcats  swim  in  the  air. 

And  elephants  roost  upon  trees. 
When  insec^ts  in  summer  are  rare. 

And  snxifr  never  makes  people  sneeze. 

When  fish  creep  over  dry  land, 

And  mules  on  bicycles  ride. 
When  foxes  lay  eggs  In  the  sand, 

And  women  in  dress  take  no  pride. 

When  Dutchmen  no  longer  drink  beer, 
And  girls  get  to  "preaching"  on  time. 

When  billygoats  butt  from  the  rear, 
And  treason  is  no  longer  a  crime. 

When  the  humming-bird  brays  like  an  ass. 

And  limburger  smells  like  cologne. 
When  plowshares  are  made  out  of  glass. 

And  the  hearts  of  workmen  are  stone. 

When  ideas  grow  in  mules'  heads, 

And  wool  on  the  hydraulic  ram. 
Then  unionism  will  be  dead, 

And  the  country  won't  be  worth  a  d . 

Well,  as  I  have  just  returned  from  our 
lodge,  I  wan't-to  add  a  few  lines.  We 
had  a  nice  meeting  today;  took  in  one 
new  member.  Oh,  **every  little  bit 
added  to  what  you  got  makes  just  a  little 
bit  more."  So,  co^ie  on,  you  worthy 
nons;  we  are  glad  to  have  you. 

Now,  as  there  is  quite  a  difference  be- 
tween the  new  schedule  to  be  presented 
by  our  worthy  committee  and  the  one 
now  in  force,  let's  not  sit  down  in  idle- 
ness, but  get  busy  and  every  one  assist 
in  keeping  organization  on  our  road  up 
to  the  standard,  and,  above  all,  let's  not 
be  as  a  brother,  who  said  if  we  got  this 
raise,  he  would  be  satisfied.  Just  the 
same  as  to  say  he  would  be  a  scab  after. 

I  was  real  sorry  to  hear  of  one  of  our 
brothers  doing  such  a  thing,  for  we  do 
not  want  a  man  to  be  a  brother  one  day 
and  a  scab  the  next  (sweet  and  bitter). 
Our  members  should  be  true  every  day, 
and  if  we  cannot  be  true-blue  Brother- 
hood men,  let's  just  step  down  and  out. 
Now,  for  the  good  of  the  Order:    An 


up-to-date  card  first,  and  then  yonr 
earnest  support,  and  then  it's  ours  for 
benefits.  See?  I  was  sorry  so  few  were 
present  today  at  our  meeting,  for  it  was 
a  real  nice  day,  and  yet  there  were  some 
lazy  ones  on  our  line  of  road,  who  just 
thought,  **Well,  I  cannot  go  today,  for 

I 1 "    But  that's  all  right.     Vm 

one  of  the  boys,  and  you  can  depend  on 
me  (at  the  table)  for  one. 

Brothers,  * 'actions  speak  louder  than 
words,"  and  if  you  are  not  for,  you  are 
against,  that's  certain.  So,  come  up 
and  let's  be  together  sometimes.  Now, 
I  wish  every  writer  would  give  his  post 
office  and  lodge  address,  and  not  his 
certificate  number,  for  we  would  like  to 
know. 

As  I  guess  you  are  tired  of  this,  I  will 
close.  So,  visiting  brothers,  **jest  cum 
ahed."  We  are  glad  to  have  you.  We 
had  Brother  Oormon  of  Fitzgerald  lodge 
with  us  today,  who  is  a  worthy  brother 
and  is  to  get  a  transfer  card.  We  look 
for  him.  So  good-bye.  Yours  in  B.  L. 
and  U.,  W.  O.  W.. 

Journal  Agent. 


Harte,  Man« 


This  is  my  first  letter  to  the  Advocate, 
but  I  thought  I  must  try  my  lack.  I 
was  elected  journal  agent  at  our  lodge 
meeting  held  March  11  at  Portage  la 
Prairie.  We  had  a  good  turn  out  and 
we  had  a  lot  of  business  owing  to  our 
lodge  being  without  any  officers  for  some 
time  past. 

We  were  very  much  pleased  to  see 
Brother  Hy.  Irwin,  to  whom  we  are  in- 
debted, as  he  not  only  officiated  in  the 
chair,  but  initiated  about  20  young  mem- 
bers. We  were  also  greatly  assisted  by 
our  general  chfiirman,  Bro.  A.  E.  Bar- 
ker who  for  the  past  six  months  has  of- 
ficiated as  secretary-treasurer  of  our 
lodge.  I  am  sure  that  not  only"  the 
members  present  at  this  meeting  butour 
members  who  were  unable  to  attend,  join 
me  in  thanking  these  two  brothers,  oot 
only  for  what  they  did  in  the  lodge  room 
for  the  members  of  Lodge  No.  227,  bat 
for  what  they  are  doing  for  the  whole 
G.  T.  P.  system  division. 

Well,   brothers,   we  just  managed  to 
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scratch  up  a  set  of  officers.  I  am  sure 
it  would  have  been  better  if  some  of  the 
older  brothers  had  been  to  the  front  to 
take  office,  not  that  I  am  thinking;  of  the 
old  saying,  "Wear  out  the  old  ones  first," 
bat  r  for  one  would  rather  have  had  an 
older  and  more  experienced  brother  to 
QU  the  office  of  journal  agent,  to  which 
I  have  been  elected.  However,  I  shall 
pot  my  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  do  the 
best  I  can. 

Now,  you  brothers  west  of  Rivers,  we 
arranged  to  hold  our  meetings  monthly, 
and  to  give  all  a  chance  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  your  lodge,  we  arranged  to 
hold  meetings  at  Rivers  every  alternate 
month.  We  would  like  a  big  crowd  at 
oar  meetings  at  Rivers,  so  try  to  beat 
the  number  we  had  at  Portage  on  March 
11.  Our  meetings  are  to  be  held  on  the 
second  Saturday  in  every  month,  so  as  I 
close,  I  hope  to  meet  a  good  turn-out  on 
April  8  at  Rivers.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U. , 
Journal  Agent,  Lodge  No.  227 


Superior  Lodge  No.  141. 

As  I  am  on  the  sick  list  at  the  present 
time,  but  hope  to  be  up  soon,  I  am  goipg 
to  write  a  lew  lines  for  the  journal,  and 
as  I  am  somewhat  of  a  quizzer  myself,  I 
have  decided  to  ask  a  few  questions  for 
the  non-members  and  back-sliders  to 
answer. 

First — Why  are  you  not  a  union  man? 

Second — Which  do  you  admire  the 
most,  a  man  who  stands  up  for  his  rights 
or  the  little  wishy,  washy,  weak-kneed, 
sallow-complexioned,  hollow-eyed,  cold 
footed,  little  two-by-four,  sawed-off  no- 
nentity who  would  vanish  into  vapor 
were  some  of  his  superiors  to  look  him 
in  the  face? 

Third — Which  is  anarchy,  unionism  or 
ion-unionism? 

Fourth — Does  the  bible  teach  unionism 
>r  non-anionism? 

Fifth — Is  the  laborer  in  general  getting 
lis  just  dnes? 

Sixth — Is  the  maintenance-of-way  la- 
>orer  treated  with  the  courtesy  as  the 
employes  in  other  branches  of  the  service? 
f  not,  why  not? 

Seventh — What  is  your  opinion  of  a 
nan  who  refuses  to  join  the  union,  gfiving: 


as  his  reason  that  he  cannot  possibly 
raise  the  money,  and  then  inside  of  a 
week's  time  who  would  have  spent  a 
great  deal  more  than  his  dues  would 
have  been,  in  fighting  booze? 

Eighth — Do  you  think  you  are  sensible 
or  honest  when  you  say,  **Well,  I  will 
wait  and  see  how  they  do  and  if  they 
come  across,  why,  I  will  line  up  too,  but 
I  do  not  care  about  joining  until  I  see 
what  they  are  going  to  do.'' 

Ninth— Do  you  know  the  only  reason 
that  you  get  as  high  wages  as  you  are 
getting  is  because  of  the  heroic  stand 
brave  men  have  made? 

Tenth — Now,  Mr.  Non,  do  you  feel  like 
you  want  to  act  the  little,  weak,  Qod-for- 
saken,  company-sucking  parasite  any 
longer,  or  do  you  want  to  act  the  brave 
heroic  man  that  all  maintenance-of-way 
employes  should  be? 

Of  course  the,  answers  to  the  above 
questions  are  suggested.  Should  any 
scab  or  back-slider  on  the  D.  S.  S.  &  A. 
feel  like  making  a  reply,  I  would  feel 
glad  to  give  them  a  more  copious  dose 
than  this,  but  I  hope  this  package  will 
assist  them  in  getting  their  little  crani- 
ums  to  work.  I  must  close  for  this  time 
by  wishing  the  Brotherhood  success. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal  Agent. 


HocKman,  Va. 


The  letters  written  from  various  places 
by  the  journal  readers  are  interesting 
and  I  enjoy  reading  them  very  much. 
Each  month  I  look  forward  to  the  arrival 
of  the  journal  with  as  much  pleasure  as 
father  does.  My  father  has  been  work, 
ing  on  the  railroad  for  about  twenty 
years,  off  and  on.  I  am  just  sixteen 
years  of  age  and  I  happened  with  a  seri- 
ous accident  a  year  ago  last  Christmas. 
I  got  my  thumb  and  fore  finger  shot  off. 
Id  happened  to  be  my  right  hand  and  I 
had  to  learn  to  write  with  my  left  hand. 
I  would  love  to  exchange  postcards  with 
any  of  the  journal  readers.  If  this  es- 
capes the  waste  basket,  I  will  write 
airain.  Wishing  you  success  in  the  I.  B. 
M.  W.  E.,  fraternally  yours, 

Walker  Bowling, 
Box  12,  Uockman,  Va. 
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Tug  River  Lodge  No.  31. 


As  I  don't  often  see  a  letter  from  any 
of  the  members  of  this  lodge  I  thought 
that  I  would  write  a  few  lines  and  let 
you  know  that  we  are  still  alive.  I  live 
at  Alnwick,  West  Va.,  and  work  on  sec- 
tion No.  3,  N.  &  W.  Ry.,  Pocahontas 
division.  There  are  ten  members  of  our 
lodge  at  work  on  this  section.  I  think 
that  looks  good  on  our  part.  We  have 
a  nice  foreman.  His  name  is  Mr.  D.  H. 
Herrold.  He  is  a  strong  Brotherhood 
man,  and  I  don't  think  that  the  com- 
pany has  a  man  who  attends  more  closely 
to  duty. 

I  would  like  to  correspond  with  some 
brothers  in  Florida.  As  this  is  my  first 
attempt  at  writing  for  the  Advocate  I 
will  not  worry  the  editor  with  a  long 
letter,  so  hoping  that  this  will  miss  the 
waste  basket,  I  am,  yours  in  6.  L.  and 

U.,  P.  Blankenbhip. 

«  ■•■  * 

Ropson,  W.  Va. 

As  I  have  been  silent  for  so  long,  per- 
haps the  boys  will  think  I  am  dead,  but 
thank  God  this  is  not  the  case,  so  I  will 
try  to  write  a  few  lines  for  the  dear  old 
Advocate.  Well,  brothers,  I  am  still 
sighting  curved  rail  on  the  Virginian  Rail- 
way and  wearing  a  large  Brotherhood 
button  on  my  coat  which  I  think  is  a 
great  honor  to  me  and  all  others. 

I  do  not  see  any  letters  from  Lodge 
No.  362.  Now,  brothers,  we  are  not  do- 
ing just  what  we  should  do  by  our  Order 
or  we  would  have  something  to  say  for  it. 

I  am  a  very  poor  talker  myself  but  will 
say  that  our  road  is  getting  in  fine  shape 
as  far  as  organization  is  concerned.  We 
have  been  visited  by  some  very  able  or- 
ganizers who  have  been  working  faith- 
fully for  us. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  have  not  had  the 
pleasure  of  visiting  our  lodge  room  since 
it  was  instituted,  as  I  am  located  on  the 
western  end  of  the  division  and  our  meet- 
ings are  held  on  the  eastern  end,  a  long 
distance  away,  but  I  hope  to  visit  our 
lodge  in  the  near  future. 

Brothers,  this  appears  to  be  a  prosper- 
ous year,  so  let  one  and  all  put  your  shoul- 
der to  the  wheel  and  keep  it  rolling. 
This  means  to  keep  our  dues  paid  up  and 


keep  a  61ean  up-to-date  card  with  os  ill 
the  time  so  that  we  need  not  be  ashamed 
when  we  meet  a  member  who  has  paid 
up  and  in  good  standing,  and  if  you  have 
men  working  under  you  who  have  not  a 
working  card,  point  out  to  them  that  it 
is  right  and  proper  for  them  to  join  oar 
Order  in  order  to  assist  the  committee 
in  obtaining  what  is  just  and  due  them, 
and  if  we  can  get  them  to  come  in  with 
us  we  are  sure  to  accomplish  what  we 
are  looking  for  and  hope  so  much  to  ob- 
tain a  contract. 

I  am  having  a  hard  time  on  my  track. 
My  section  is  composed  of  carves  from 
12  to  16  degrees  and  portions  of  it  is  com- 
mencing to  buckle.  I  have  only  four 
men  to  line  it  with  and  small  men,  too. 
I  hope  to  have  a  picture  of  myself  and 
crew  for  the  Advocate  in  the  near  future, 
then  you  will  see  us  just  as  we  are. 

Hoping  that  some  of  the  other  mem- 
bers of  Lodge  No.  362  will  see  this  letter 
and  get  ashamed  of  it  and  write  a  letter 
that  will  be  of  interest,  I  will  close  by 
asking  the  editor  to  kindly  line  this  op 
for  publication.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
Oabl  Rollins. 


'  ProgreaaiTe  Lodge  No*  1 14. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  our  lodge 
was  held  at  Watrous  on  Sunday,  the  19tb 
of  March,  and  we  had  a  fine  gathering, 
distance  being  no  object  The  meeting 
was  held  in  the  afternoon  so  that  in  the 
morning  all  the  boys  lined  up  and  pa^ 
aded  to  church  headed  byourroadmaster 
and  our  worthy  president.  It  was  a 
pleasingt  sight  and  certainly  was  evidence 
of  the  feeling  of  good  fellowship  which 
exists  among  our  boys. 

But  to  return  to  the  meeting,  we  had  a 
welcome  visitor  in  the  person  of  oor 
general  chairman,  Bro.  A.  E.  Barker, 
who  came  up  from  Melville  to  tell  us  of 
his  trials  and  labor  while  working  for  us 
with  the  conciliation  board  and  how  we 
stand  in  regard  to  securing  a  schedule. 

I  hope  that  by  the  time  my  letter  ap- 
pears in  print,  we  will  have  all  been  no- 
tified that  our  contract  has  been  secured 
and  that  we  will  be  reaping  the  fruits  of 
our  labor. 

To  those  of  our  members  who  were  not 
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at  the  meeting,  I  would  say  that  you 
missed  a  treat  in  every  way.  Brother 
Barker  told  us  all  we  wanted  to  know. 
The  chief  thought  uppermost  in  our 
minds  was  the  schedule,  and  of  course 
we  were  satisfied  when  told  that  the 
committee  had  finished  its  work  so  efBl- 
ciently. 

The  Brotherhood  is  just  a  trifle  over  a 
year  old  on  our  road,  and  here  we  are  on 
the  eve  of  getting  a  working  contract 
with  the  company.  One  of  the  chief 
items  of  the  contract  is  a  substantial  in- 
crease in  our  pay.  The  Brotherhood  was 
the  means  of  getting  us  20  cents  a  day 
more  this  winter  than  last.    Snrelv  no 


man  is  so  dense  that  he  can  not  see  how 
the  union  is  helping  to  secure  a  better 
living  for  us  if  we  will  but  do  our  share. 
Before  closing  I  should  mention  that 
we  have  not  reached  the  100  per  cent 
mark  but  we  are  not  far  from  it,  but  if 
the  next  division  to  us  can  achieve  that, 
surely  we  have  the  men  here  to  do  it 
and  we  will  d[o  it.  Let  us  aim  high  and 
keep  our  eye  on  that  prize.  A  last  word 
of  praise  and  thanks  are  due  Brother 
Barker  and  his  committee ;  also  the  com- 
mittee from  oiir  neighboring  road  who 
has  helped  us  so  much.  Wishing  the 
Brotherhood  every  success,  I  am,  yours 
in  B.  L.  and  U.,  JOURNAL  Agent. 


Bro.  Larzob  Malin  and  Sister,  Foreman,  T.  &  N.  O.  Ry., 
Lodge  No.  3,  Cochrane,  Ont. 
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Juneau,  N.  C« 


As  I  have  not  seen  anything  in  the 
Advocate  since  I  came  to  the  Charlotte 
division  of  the  Southern  Railway,  I  will 
write  a  few  dots.  We  are  about  two- 
thirds  organized  on  this  division,  and  I 
hope  we  will  soon  be  100  per  cent  strong 
here.  It  seems  that  some  of  our  mem- 
bers on  this  division  are  afraid  to  wear 
their  buttons  for  fear  they  will  lose  out 
with  the  officials.  I  believe  this  is  al- 
together a  mistaken  idea.  Show  your 
colors,  brethren,  and  the  officials  will 
respect  you  more  for  it.  They  know 
pretty  well  **who  is  and  who  isn't." 

Labor  organizations  are  not  what  they 
were  a  few  years  ago.  Our  leaders  are 
men  of  brains  and  have  international 
reputations.  They  are  representing 
toiling  thousands,  who  have  long  since 
quit  demanding  the  earth  wich  a  fence 
around  it.  They  simply  ask  fair  wages 
and  fair  treatment  in  return  for  honest 
labor  that  is  now  beginning  to  be  ap- 
preciated by  employers  of  labor. 

Organization  has  made  us  much  more 
thoughtful,  and  consequently  more  dili- 
gent, and  to  insist  only  for  a  square 
deal.  Employers  of  labor  are  beginning 
to  sit  up  and  take  notice,  and  are  slowly 
but  surely  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that 
organized  labor  is  the  cheapest  and  the 
best,  because  it  can  always  be  depended 
upon.  I  am  convinced  that  within  the 
next  few  years  it  will  be  far  more  diffi- 
cult for  a  man  outside  of  a  labor  organi- 
zation to  get  employment  at  good  wages 
than  for  one  to  secure  employment,  who 
belongs  to  an  organization  today.  Think 
over  this,  you  nons,  and  come  along 
with  the  crowd.  This  division  is  in 
better  condition  than  it  has  been  for  the 
past  eighteen  months.  It  has  been  re- 
laid  with  85-pound  rails  and  crushed 
stone  ballast  put  in.  They  are"  giving  us 
all  the  ties  we  can  use,  which  is  always 
a  great  joy  to  the  section  foreman.  I 
am  a  great  advocate  of  crushed  stone 
ballast,  when  it  is  properly  put  in.  The 
more  you  run  trains  over  it,  the  better 
it  gets.  I  consider  all  other  ballast  mere 
substitutes. 

The  Southern  Railway  is  making  one 
very  serious  mistake  in  the  matter  of 


standard  section  houses  for  its  foremen. 
They  are  entirely  too  small,  and  uncom- 
fortable. A  foreman  is  an  outdoor  man, 
but  when  he  does  go  home  he  doesn'c 
like  to  have  to  go  out  doors  to  torn 
around.  The  new  houses  are  13x30  feet, 
with  a  chimney  and  a  partition  in  the 
center,  and  an  L  13x19  feet,  with  a  stove 
flue  of  rather  unusual  size  running  from 
the  floor  upward  to  the  roof.  This  also 
has  a  partition,  which  gives  a  very  small 
four-room  house,  without  a  closet  or 
other  convenience.  Such  honses  are  a 
bad  investment.  To  have  a  satisfied 
foreman  is  surely  to  have  a  better  fore- 
man, and  I  trust  that  when  our  commit- 
tee goes  to  Washington  the  next  time 
for  a  conference  with  the  general  man- 
ager they  will  put  this  matter  to  him  in 
a  manner  that  will  cause  him  to  see  the 
mistake  that  some  one  has  made,  and 
have  suitable  houses  provided.  Frater- 
nally, J.  R.  Parrish. 


Barre  Plain»»  Mas». 

As  I  have  not  seen  many  letters  in  the 
Advocate  from  the  boys  of  Worcester 
Lodge,  I  will  contribute  a  few  lines  for 
the  April  number.  I  attended  the  meet- 
ing of  Springfield  Lodge  at  Springfield 
the  first  Sunday  in  March  and  I  was 
pleased  to  see  our  organizer,  Brother 
Powers  there,  and  was  deeply  interested 
in  his  statement.  One  thing  he  spoke 
about  was  the  large  number  of  members 
in  Springfield  Lodge  No.  283,  there  being 
179  at  the  present  time  and  we  are  in 
hopes  of  capturing  some  more  of  the 
nons. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  boys  of  Worcester 
Lodge  do  so  little  writing,  as  it  indicates 
that  they  are  losing  interest  in  the  Broth- 
erhood. Brothers,  what  are  you  doing 
to  advance  our  cause?  Are  you  talking 
unionism  to  your  men,  or  do  you  just  pay 
your  dues  and  say  nothing?  To  be  a 
true  Brotherhood  man  you  must  advance 
the  interest  of  the  Brotherhood  at  every 
opportunity.  Now,  brothers,  get  bnsy, 
brace  up,  put  your  shoulder  to  the  wheel 
and  help  to  obtain  better  conditions  for 
one  and  all.  Hold  your  'heads  up  like 
men  and  ask  for  your  rights. 

There  are  a  few  members  of  Lodge  Ko. 
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283  who  do  not  attend  onr  meetings.  Hope 
to  see  them  present  at  some  of  the  meet- 
ing in  the  near  future.  As  warm  weath- 
er is  very  near  at  hand,  I  hope  it  will 
make  a  vast  improvement  in  the  attend- 
ance at  onr  meetings  during  the  summer 
months.  We  are  increasing  in  member- 
ship very  fast  and  am  proud  to  see  it.  If 
we  only  stick  to  our  Order  and  do  our 
dnty,  all  will  be  well.  With  best  wishes 
for  the  success  of  our  Brotherhood,  I  re- 
main, yours  in  B.  L.  and  U. , 

Journal  Aqbnt, 
Lodge  No.  283. 


Preaident's  Letter. 

I  am  writing  this  in  Toronto  and  wiH 
finish  it  on  the  train  between  here  and 
Winnipeg,  Man. 

I  am  again  pleased  to  be  the  bearer  of 
good  tidings  in  telling  you  that  March  is 
keeping  up  the  good  record  of  January 
and  February  in  very  much  bettering 
the  record  of  its  namesake  of  1910.  ''Let 
the  good  work  go  on."  Brother  Pegg 
and  his  staff  enjoy  being  up  to  their 
elbows  in  attending  to  your  remittances 
snd  sending  out  receipts,  working  cards, 
charters  and  other  paraphernalia  belong- 
ing their  work. 

Oar  organizers,  almost  without  excep- 
^on,  have  done  better  than  usual,  and, 
instead  of  being  a  drag  on  our  funds, 
have  been  self-supporting  in  almost 
every  case,  and  some  considerably  bet- 
ter. Our  workers  in  the  lodges  also  are 
doing  good  work,  and  this  is  really  where 
the  best  work  can  and  should  be  done. 
When  we  have  all  our  cheers  and  mem- 
bers in  all  our  subordinate  lodges  work- 
ing, as  many  are  now,  that  large  draft 
on  our  fund,  organizing  expenses,  will 
he  spent  in  bringing  the  blessings  of 
organization  to  new  roads  not  yet  thor- 
onghly  organized;  the  members  on  or- 
ganized and  scheduled  roads  seeing  to  It 
that  all  who  share  the  benefits  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  paying  their  pro  rata  share 
of  the  expenses,  an  honest  man  will  not 
for  long  be  in  the  position  of  taking 
benefits  he  did  not  help  to  pay  for.  And 
do  yoo  suppose  a  man  who  is  not  honest 
with  his  comrades  is  honest  with  the 
company?    I  am  sure  you  can  sum  such 


a  man  up  in  the  current  saying,  '*He  is 
honest  if  well  watched." 

This  journal  will  contain  the  award 
given  by  the  majority  of  the  commis- 
sioners in  our  controversy  with  the  0.  P. 
By.  Oo.  The  award  was  sent  to  the 
minister  of  labor  on  February  27,  but 
the  minority  report  was  sometime  later, 
and  I  presume,  until  it  came,  the  min- 
ister did  not  take  action  on  either. 

After  some  time,  on  the  0th  of  March, 
to  be  exact,  I  had  a  letter  from  General 
Superintendent  Qutelius,  telling  me  of 
the  desire  of  the  vice-president,  Mr. 
McNiooll,  to  meet  some  of  the  joint 
protective  board  and  myself  to  confer 
in  the  awards.  I  wrote  Chairman  Dorey, 
who  summoned  the  whole  board  to 
Montreal,  notifying  me  a  date  was  ar- 
ranged with  Mr.  McNicoll  for  March  27. 
I  met  the  board  on  the  25th,  and,  on  the 
27th,  with  the  executive  of  the  board 
and  Vice-President  Irwin,  met  Mr.  Mo* 
Nicoll  and  Mr.  Gatelins.  We  had  a 
general  confab  as  to  the  award,  which 
Mr.  McNicoll  considered  gave  us  every- 
thing and  was  most  unjust  and  unfair  to 
him.  The  conference  closed  with  a  pro- 
posal from  him  to  lay  aside  both  the 
minority  and  majority  awards  and  begin 
in  the  near  future  to  negotiate  a  sched- 
ule which,  in  his  judgment,  would  be 
fairer  to  him  and  not  unfair  to  us.  I 
promised  to  lay  his  proposal  before  the 
full  board  and  let  him  know  their  answer, 
which  I  did,  in  the  presence  of  the  fuN 
board  next  morning,  the  27th.  I  might 
say  at  the  first  meeting  I  pressed  Mr. 
McNicoll  to  accept  the  majority  award, 
the  same  as  both  he  and  we  had  done  in 
1902,  when  we  had  our  first  arbitration 
and,  as  an  outcome  of  it,  received  our 
first  schedule.  I  stated  frankly  we  be- 
lieved in  the  principle  of  arbitration 
(and  the  investigation  under  the  Lemieux 
act  is  practically  an  arbitration)  and 
that  we  also  accepted  the  principle  of 
accepting  in  good  faith  a  majority  award, 
whether  it  put  us  **in  the  soup'*  or  **in 
the  swimi"  and,  of  course,  I  could  not 
agree  with  Mr.  McNicoll  that  the  award 
was  so  unfair  as  he  seemed  to  consider, 
and  I  told  him  what  I  fully  believe  that 
in  the  loyal-hearted  service  the  substan- 
tial increase  in  their  pay  would  incite 
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our  men  to  give,  and  in  bringing  to  the 
service  a  better  class  of  labor  than  would 
remain  on  the  road  at  the  former  rate, 
the  company  would  find  they  had  been 
benefited  just  as  much  as  their  employes 
by  the  award. 

I  need  not  string  out  a  long  letter  by 
telling  of  what  was  said,  but  will  give  in 
brief  the  result.  The  second  conference 
I  told  Mr.  McNicoU  we  could  not  accept 
his  proposal  to  lay  aside  the  awards  and 
begin  on  a  fresh  attempt  to  frame  a 
schedule.  We  had  notified  the  minister 
of  labor  we  had  accepted  the  award,  but 
if  Mr.  McNicoll  had  any  other  proposals, 
we  would  consider  them. 

He  gave  us  two :  First,  he  would  ac- 
cept the  minority  report,  which  was 
practically  the  rules  formerly  in  effect 
and  an  increase  in  the  rates  of  15  cents 
per  day  to  foremen  and  10  cents  to  all 
working  under  foremen.  Or,  second,  he 
would  accept  the  majority  award  but 
would,  as  soon  as  possible,  try  to  secure 
another  board  to  try  the  case  over  again. 

The  award  states  that  any  privileges 
now  enjoyed  by  us  should  not  be  taken 
away  and  either  party  may  give  the 
other  sixty  days'  notice  of  a  revision, 
the  notice  to  be  given  between  the  first 
of  May  and  the  first  of  November  of  any 
year. 

We  spent  a  day  considering  the  pro- 
posals, but  from  the  first  there  was  en- 
tire unanimity  on  the  board  that  we 
would  stand  by  our  principles  and  accept 
his  second  proposition;  viz,  that  he 
would  accept  the  majority  award. 

Chairman  Dorey  arranged  with  Mr. 
Qutelius  our  last  meeting,  and,  on  March 
30,  the  full  board  met  in  Mr.  Ghitelius's 
ofiOice.  Mr.  McNicoll  followed,  and, 
.after  a  genial  **good  morning,"  said: 
*'Well,  Mr.  Lowe,  it's  up  to  you;  you 
have  the  floor."  Upon  which  I  told  him 
the  decision  was  to  accept  his  second 
proposition;  namely,  the  award  of  the 
majority.  He  accepted  at  once,  but 
again  stated  his  intention  to  apply  for 
another  board  as  soon  as  the  time  limit 
would  permit  him.  He  also  stated  he 
would  have  to  reduce  appropriations  for 
maintenance  of  way  now,  lengthening  of 
sections,  building  of  additional  section 
tiouses,  etc.,  etc.,  and  generally  showed 


he  was  not  very  kindly  disposed  to  the 
award.  The  award  is  effective  from 
December  1,  1910,  and  the  pay  will  rate 
at  the  new  figures  from  that  date.  So 
those  who  were  impatient  at  the  delay 
in  hearing  from  the  commissioners  will, 
should  a  similar  delay  again  arise,  im- 
derstand  that  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to 
possess  their  souls  in  patience  until  Uie 
end  of  the  deal. 

Any  short-sighted  and  not  too  right- 
ly-minded individuals  whose  thought, 
tongue,  or  pen,  was  allowed  to  ran  wild, 
and  who  thought  their  board  was  loafing 
their  time  away,  or,  if  even  a  harsher 
thought  was  indulged,  would  do  well  to 
take  themselves  in  hand  and  administa 
a  sharp  dose  of  discipline  themselves.  I 
need  not  say  It,  but,  knowing  intimately 
the  manner  in  which  the  members  of 
every  board  conducted  themselves  and 
the  good  work  done  by  the  genertl 
chairmen,  especially  by  Chairman  Do- 
rey, who  has  excellent  statements  from 
each  and  every  part  of  the  great  C.  P.  R. 
system,  I  cannot  refrain  from  asking 
that,  in  future,  the  fullest  measure  of 
confidence  and  support  be  given  to  your 
chairman  and  board,  as  well  as  to  Vice- 
President  Irwin,  or  whoever  I  may  de- 
pute to  assist  your  chairman  and  board. 

Let  me  again  call  your  attention  to 
what  I  consider  the  benefit  of  the  Le- 
mieux  act,  that,  daring  the  time  of  the 
investigations,  every  pot  was  boiling, 
and,  in  the  end,  the  board  considered 
the  delay  and  made  the  award  cover  the 
months  of  December,  1910,  and  January, 
February  and  March,  1911. 

And  one  word  to  your  good  fellows 
who  are  getting  your  rates  increased. 
Let  me  remind  you  once  more  that  in- 
creased privileges  mean  increased  re- 
sponsibility, and  increased  pay  should 
show  itself  in  the  very  best  service  yon 
each  and  every  one  of  you  can  render. 
In  the  recent  conference  with  Mr.  Bio- 
NicoU,  as  in  the  presentation  of  the  case 
before  the  commissioners,  I  insisted 
that  good  pay  meant  true  economy  and 
would  have  two  results—- a  better  class 
of  service  would  be  rendered  and  a  bet-ter 
class  of  labor  be  brought  to  the  road. 
It's  up  to  you,  boys,  to  make  my  words 
come  true.    As  sure  as  I  tell  it,  nothinjir 
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will  add  permanency  to  your  rates  more 
than  cheerfully  and  loyally  giving  the 
best  service  of  any  maintenance-of-way 
employes  in  Canada,  and  thas  show  Mr. 
McNicoll  his  being  on  a  pedestal  in  the 
payment    of     his     maintenance-of-way 
employes  is  a  fact  of  which  he  may 
be  proad,  and  it  has  had  the  effect  of 
making  your  service  a  pattern  to  main- 
tenance-of-way  employes  on  every  road. 
I  send  my  best  wishes  to  each  and 
every  maintenance-of-way  employe  who 
shares  in  this  increase.    Believe  me,  not 
one  of  you  rejoice  in  it  more  than  I  do, 
and  it  more  than  compensates  me  for 
the  dreary  days  gone  by  when  it  seemed 
such  a  hopeless  task  to  try  to  get  all 
hands    together,    but    my    faith    never 
wavered  that  if  we  only  got  together 
there  was  just  as  much  for  us  in  organi- 
sation ss  for  any  other  craft,  and  my 
faith  never  faltered  that  there  was  just 
as  mnch  brains  in  our  department  as  in 
any  other.     I  need  not  add  that  each 
improvement  in    the    condition  of  our 
craft,  each  little  increase,  which  means 
somoeh  to  the  good  wife,  the  children 
and  the  home,  confirnis  me  in  my  faith 
In  our  ability  to  make  our  position  in  the 
^rvice  as  well  paid  as  that  of  any  of  our 
comrades,  and  I  need  not  say  our  place 
in  the  economy  of  a  great  railway  is 
second  to  none,  and  our  responsibility 
exceeded  by  no  employes.    So  my  very 
learty  congratulations  to  all  concerned, 
he  C.  P.  B.  Co.  first,  whose  generous 
K>liey  in  the  matter  of  wages  and  work- 
ng  conditions  gives  them  the  most  de- 
oted  employes  of  any  road  (I  do  not 
bink  it  is  too  large  a  word  to  say  in 
Lmerica);*  to  the  commissioners,  espe- 
ially  to  Chairman  Judge  McGibbon,  for 
leir  painstaking  investigation  and  close 
Dtention  to  the  business  on  hand  and 
ipartial  award,  and  to  the  good  wives 
ad  workers  whose  lives  will  be  bright- 
led  by  the  substantial  increase  made 
)8olately    necessary   by  the  great  in- 
"ease  in  the  cost  of  living. 
Before  closing  I  cannot  refrain  from  a 
ord  as  to  Mr.  McNicoll's  intent  to  ap- 
y  for  another  board  as  soon  as  possible, 
y  idea  and  his  most  certainly  differ  aa 
what  it  means  to  accept  an  award. 
I  accept  an  award,  I  will  do  so  in  goc^i 


faith,  not  rushing  to  change  it  in  a 
month  or  so  after  accepting  it.  My  idea 
of  an  acceptance  of  an  award  would 
mean  that  I  would  try  it  at  least  for  a 
year,  or  longer,  unless,  meantime,  the 
conditions  had  so  changed  as  to  make  it 
reasonable  to  apply  for  a  change  in  the 
rates.  That  conditions  have  changed 
since  the  award  was  made,  cannot  truth- 
fully be  asserted,  and  I  submit  it  is  not 
fair  to  the  government  which  bears  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  expense  of 
these  investigations,  nor  to  the  men  on 
whom  the  expense  more  largely  falls, 
nor  does  it  seem  to  me  to  be  good  policy 
on  the  company's  part,  as  most  certainly 
it  will  have  a  disturbing  effect  on  the 
men  and  be  anything  but  an  incitement 
to  good  service. 

I  am  on  my  way  to  Winnipeg,  having 
been  wired  by  Chairman  Fljozdal  to 
meet  his  board  and  the  officials  of  the 
C.  N.  on  the  10th  of  April.  I  will  also 
see  Chairman  Barker  and  the  G.  T.  P. 
officials  and  hope  the  good  example  of 
Vice-President  McNicoll  may  be  followed 
by  the  managements  of  the  C.  N.  and 
G.  T.  P. 

While  in  conference  in  Montreal,  I  had 
a  wire  from  Chairman  Borom  of  the 
Central  of  Georgia,  but  sent  a  wire  to 
Vice-President  Powell,  whom  I  had  pre- 
viously instructed  to  keep  in  touch  with 
the  chairmen  of  the  southern  ro^s  on 
which  we  were  asking  revision  of  our 
schedules.  I  expect  to  meet  my  mail  at 
Winnipeg,  posting  me  on  the  position  of 
affairs,  and,  if  necessary  to  go  south 
after  meeting  the  officials  of  these  roads 
in  Winnipeg,  I  will  leave  Vice-President 
Irwin  in  charge  of  affairs  and  go  wherever 
I  can  do  the  most  good. 

I  am  finishing  this  in  Sudbury,  a  g^eat 
mining  country,  where  80  per  cent  of 
the  nickel  supply  of  the  world  is  said  to 
be  stored  in  its  rocky  hills.  It  is  winter 
here  and  the  ground  covered  with  snow, 
on  April  6,  so,  assuredly,  this  part  of 
Canada  has  been  blessed  with  '*an  old- 
fashioned  winter." 

With  grateful  thanks  to  the  workers 
everywhere.  Brother  Pegg  and  staff  at 
headquarters,  the  field  force,  and  our 
good  sisters  and  brothers  everywhere, 
who  are  doing  effective  work  in  building 
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up  the  Brotherhood  and  its  noble  young 
ally,  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary,  I  am,  yours 
fraternally,  A.  B.  Lowe, 

President. 


Hernando,  Miss. 


After  some  effort  a  committee  of  em- 
ployes in  the  maintenanee-of-way  de- 
partment on  the  I.  C.  Ry.  met  at  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.,  on  January  15,  1911  and 
drew  up  a  schedule  of  rules  and  rates  to 
be  presented  to  the  management.  I  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  committee  at 
this  meeting,  and  instructed  by  them  to 
request  a  conference  with  the  engineer 
of  the  maintenanqe-of-way  at  as  early  a 
date  as  was  convenient  for  him  to  give. 

I  wrote  him  on  the  21st  of  January  and 
requested  a  meeting,  advising  him  that 
at  the  Memphis  meeting  I  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  committee,  and  enclos- 
ing the  names  of  each  of  the  committee 
men,  their  addresses,  occupation,  etc. 

Under  date  of  February  3  he  replied, 
stating  that  on  account  of  his  absence 
from  headquarters  he  had  delayed  an- 
swering my  letter  and  in  the  meantime 
his  work  had  got  far  behind,  but  prom- 
ised that  just  as  soon  as  he  caught  up 
with  his  work  he  would  set  a  date  that 
would  be  convenient  for  him  to  meet  the 
committee. 

On  March  7  I  was  notified  that  our 
wages  would  be  increased  in  the  mean- 
|5  per  month,  and  under  date  of  March 
11,  I  wrote  Mr.  Baldwin  asking  him  to 
give  our  committee  a  date  for  a  hearing 
as  soon  as  possible. 

He  replied  under  date  of  March  23  and 
from  the  tone  of  the  letter  I  thought  it 
inadvisable  to  further  postpone  the  inter- 
view with  him,  so  I  went  to  Chicago  on 
March  28  and  had  a  personal  interview 
with  him  and  learned  thatour  wages  had 
been  increased  from  f2.50  on  some  divis- 
ions and  f7.50  on  others,  per  month. 
This  will  about  equalize  the  pay  on  the 
whole  system. 

I  was  advised  that  in  view  of  the  pres- 
ent condition  it  would  be  better  to  ac- 
cept what  had  been  given  and  not  press 
for  anything  further  at  this  time,  and  I 
believe  that  when  we  take  all  things  in- 
to consideration  you  will  agree  that  we 


have  done  very  well  and  at  very  small 
expense.  While  we  have  not  got  all  we 
are  entitled  to,  still  the  increase  in  wages 
is  something  substantial,  and  it  is  only 
a  question  of  time  until  the  other  minor 
details  such  as  overtime,  etc.,  will  be  ob- 
tained along  with  another  increase  of 
wages. 

I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  assessment  which  was  called  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  the  committee  has  not 
been  fully  paid  up  yet.  I  find  there  are 
a  few  who  have  not  sent  in  their  contri- 
bution. I  trust  that  all  will  at  once 
without  further  delay  send  the  assess- 
ment to  the  gprand  secretary-treasurer. 
Do  not  forget  that  God  helps  those  who 
help  themselves,  and  do  not  forget  that 
Grand  Lodge  can  do  nothing  to  assist 
you  unless  you  are  willing  to  help  your- 
selves, and  I  would  like  to  see  every 
member  of  the  organization  on  the  I.  C 
cons^tute  himself  a  committee  of  one 
and  get  after  every  delinquent  and  non- 
member  on  the  whole  system,  and  by 
pushing  the  work  along  in  this  way, 
each  one  doing  everything  he  can,  you 
will  strengthen  the  hands  of  your  oom- 
mittee  so  that  when  next  they  are  called 
upon  to  go  before  the  management  in 
your  behalf,  a  good  solid  organization 
with  ample  fnnds  to  pay  their  expenses 
will  be  available  to  prosecute  your  claims 
to  a  finish. 

I  believe  and  hope  that  every  mainte- 
nance-of-way  employe  will  show  his  ap- 
preciation of  the  increase  granted  by 
the  company  by  making  a  better  effort 
to  further  the  company's  interests,  be- 
cause I  believe  that  the  company's  in- 
terests are  or  should  be  ours  as  well. 

I  am  making  this  statement  so  that  it 
can  be  read  by  all  the  employes  on  the 
I.  C.  as  there  have  been  some  mislead- 
ing statements  made  as  to  how  the  com- 
pany came  to  grant  this  increase.  The 
above  are  the  facts  which  can  be  easily 
verified,  and  I  hope  that  our  organization 
will  keep  on  increasing  in  streng^  and 
knowledge  until  every  railway  in  Amer- 
ica is  thoroughly  organized,  and  then, 
and  not  until  then,  may  we  expect  to 
get  all  that  we  are  entitled  to.  Frater- 
nally yours,  T.  J.  O'Donnell, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
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Gray,  Ga. 

As  Journal  agent  for  Macon  Lodge  No. 
7, 1  will  try  to  wri^  a  few  lines  to  the 
dear  old  Advocate.  Macon  lodge  met 
last  Sanday  at  Lackey  Hall,  nineteen 
members  present.  We  had  a  good  meet- 
iagt  and  all  of  them  appeared  to  be  very 
mnch  pleased  with  the  way  things  are 
going.  If  any  were  displeased  they  did 
not  say  so*  We  have  a  stronger  pidd-up 
membership  in  Macon  lodge  now  than 
for  some  time.  We  have  sixty-two 
members,  and  only  six  of  them  are  from 
other  roads.  The  Central  of  Georgia, 
from  end  to  end,  is  in  better  shape  than 
i6ha8  been  since  1907,  when  the  so-called 
panic  stmck  Georgia. 

Most  of  the  members  will,  I  am  sure, 
remember  a  call  from  Brother  Paggett 
to  come  to  Macon.     There  was  some- 
thing doing,  and  when  we  met  him  he 
told  as  he  had  a  message  from  our  gen- 
eral superintendent,  stating  that  after 
thirty  days  we  would  be  put  back  to  the 
old  rate  of  pay,  and,  brothers,  do  you 
remember  how  the   boys  put  up   the 
money  to  have  a  say  in  that  matter? 
While  I  have  never  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  some  of  these  boys  at  the  lodge, 
though  some  of  them  still  pay  their  dues, 
but  they  do  not  come  to  the  meetings, 
let  me  tell  you,  I  do  not  care  to  see  an- 
other  such  time,  but  I  would  like  to  see 
something  happen  to  bring  out  all  the 
boys  who  can  reach  Macon.    We  have  a 
good  set  of  officials  to  work  for,  and  I 
have  never  yet  asked  for  a  pass  but  that 
I  got  it>  and  if  you  will  only  ask  for 
your  pass  I  am  sure  you  will  receive  it. 
I  do  not  blame  you  for  wanting  to  spend 
a  few  hours  at  home  with  your  dear  wife 
and  children,  if  you  should  be  the  for- 
tiunate  possessor  of  them,  but  there  are 
It  least  four  Sundays  in  the  month,  and 
mrely  yon  could  spare  one  of  them  to 
lo  good  a  cause  as  the  Brotherhood,  it 
ieems  to  me.    It  not  only  seems  to  me, 
^nt  is  proven  to  me,  to  be  one  of  the 
}est  things  that  ever  happened  to  this 
country,  or  any  other.    Look  at  the  ad- 
rantages  jon  now  have  that  you  would 
3ot  have    without  this  blessed   Order. 
Think  how  our  forefathers  used  to  work 
!rom  twelve  to  fourteen  hours  each  day ; 


neither  you  nor  I  could  stand  it  now. 
We  would  not  get  up  in  the  first  place, 
and  after  we  were  ap  we  would  not  stay 
at  the  work  that  long,  yet  some  of  the 
best  Brotherhood  men  we  have  work 
from  sun  till  sun,  and  they  are  on  well- 
organized  roads,  too,  and  work  under  a 
contract.  I  cannot  understand  why  they 
let  this  hour  system  pass,  why  they  do 
not  get  it  in  their  contracts.  I  would 
much  rather  have  my  pay  check  cut 
short  than  to  have  my  day's  work  ex- 
tended from  sun  to  sun.  Now,  I  am  not 
trying  to  throw  off  on  any  one  and  hope 
that  no  one  will  be  offended  at  what  I 
say,  neither  am  I  trying  to  run  your 
business.  My  brother,  I  am  only  trying 
to  show  you  the  difference  between  what 
suits  me  and  what  suits  you. 

It  is  time,  brothers,  for  us  to  look 
around  and  see  how  we  stand.  Before 
you  see  this  in  print,  if  you  ever  do,  our 
committee  will  be  before  the  ofBloials 
and  back  home  at  work  again  if  nothing 
happens,  and  we  will  all  know  then  what 
we  are  to  receive  in  the  shape  of  ad- 
vanced pay.  I  feel  sure  that  we  will 
get  a  raise,  as  our  wages  now  are  very 
low,  and  if  any  one  deserves  more  pay 
it  is  us.  If  a  train  is  wrecked  the  first 
thing  you  will  hear  is  that  it  was  caused 
by  rough  track  and  then  the  ofBlcials  will 
take  the  level  board,  gauge  and  lining 
cord  and  start  out,  and  if  they  should 
chance  to  find  the  place  of  the  derail- 
ment a  half  inch  in  the  wrong,  they  will 
curse  you,  if  they  do  not  turn  you  off, 
while  they  never  ask  or  ascertain  how 
fast  the  train  was  running,  and  there  are 
very  few  trains  that  run  according  to 
the  schedule.  If  all  trains  ran  no  faster 
than  the  schedule  time  there  would  be  a 
great  many  less  accidents.  Even  the 
train  dispatcher  will  g^ve  orders  for 
trains  to  make  up  lost  time,  and  they  do 
it  exceeding  the  schedule  rate  of  speed. 
Brothers,  where  are  our*  rights?  How 
are  we  to  avoid  this  kind  of  treatment? 
Our  only  salvation  is  to  report  reckless 
runners ;  that  is  all  I  can  see  is  left  for 
us  to  do. 

I  would  like  to  hear  from  some  of  the 
other  boys  on  the  C.  of  Qa.  Many  of 
them  can  write  more  interesting  letters 
than  I  can,  also  letters  that  the  editor 
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can  read  and  not  have  to  hunt  up  an 
exi>ert  to  translate  them,  as  I  am  sure 
he  will  have  to  do  with  this  one,  but  I 
hope  he  will  keep  it  out  of  the  waste 
basket  and  print  as  much  of  it  as  is  pos- 
sible. It  has  been  two  months  since  one 
of  my  letters  found  its  way  to  the  press. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal  Aqbnt. 


JacKaonville*  Fla. 

It  may  be  naturally  assumed  that 
when  contributing  to  a  craft  journal  the 
writer  will  confine  his  remarks  pretty 
closely  to  lines  affiliated  with  the  work 
to  which  the  craft  belongs,  but  to  a  con- 
siderable degree  I  believe  that  I  am  an 
exception  to  the  general  order  of  things 
in  this  respect.  I  take  it  that  we  all  tire 
sometimes  of  too  much  "shop"  talk,  and 
that  matters  of  a  different  nature  than 
those  with  which  we  are  associated  daily 
have  an  interest  for  us  which  is  edifying 
and  wholesome.  If  we  break  away  from 
the  daily  routine  of  our  work  for  ever  sp 
short  a  time,  we  feel  benefited,  we  have 
embibed  the  dust  and  inhaled  the  ozone 
from  the  hills  and  plains  that  are  not  our 
own,  and  we  resume  the  regular  grind 
of  duty  with  spirits  as  light  and  gay  as 
though  we  were  filled  with  new  wine. 

Combining  business  for  a  good  brother 
across  the  line  in  Canada,  with  pleasure 
purely  my  own,  I  have  just  completed  a 
little  trip  to  the  southern  part  of  the 
state,  and  across  to  the  Gulf  coast,  so  if 
I  incorporate  a  short  description  of  my 
trip  into  this  article,  and  handle  it  in 
railway  parlance,  I  trust  you  will  pardon 
me. 

I  slipped  down  the  road  to  Port  Myers 
by  rail,  as  slick  as  shinning  down  a 
greased  pole ;  there  I  took  a  boat  up  the 
Caloosehatchee  River  fifty-two  miles  to 
a  point  near  Lake  Okeechobee.  Well, 
now,  that  ride  on  the  river,  while  very 
interesting,  beat  any  railroading  I  ever 
saw.  The  boat  was  about  fifty-three  feet 
long  and  ten  feet  wide,  and  they  fired 
her  with  gasoline.  What  do  think  of 
that?  She  was  named  the  Dawn,  was 
late,  of  course,  so  we  had  to  wait  for  the 
Dawn  (excuse  that,  please).  Well,  we 
all  got  aboard  and  backed  out  into  the 


scenery.    The  right  of  way  was  about 
two  miles  wide  at  this  point,  but  nar- 
rowed up  considerably  before  we  reached 
our  des tin  a  tion .  The  track  seemed  pretty 
smoothe,  although  whenever  we  passed 
another  boat  we  would  seem  to  strike  a 
few  high  joints.   Talk  about  your  curves, 
why  there  are  curves  on  that  pike  one 
hundred  degrees  and  not  a  sign  of  eleva- 
tion.   I  was  on  the  lookout  for  tronblc 
as  soon  as  I  realized  the  conditions  of 
things,  and,  sure  enough,  just  as  soon  as 
we  struck  those  sharp  curves   and  the 
narrow  right  of  way,   the  pony  tracks 
left  the  track  and  into  the  bank  we  went 
up  to  the  pilot  beam.     The  train  crew 
behaved  splendidly;  the  conductor  did 
not  tear  iiis  hair  and  attribute  all  his 
misfortune  to  the  horrible  condition  of 
the  track,  he  did  not  lacerate  Webster 
in  order  to  construct  language  sufflcienl- 
ly  drastic  to  overwhelm  the  track  force 
with  humiliation  and  remorse;  nor  did 
the  engineer  take  fits  and  wish  that  Uie 
master  mechanic  might  be  made  to  nro 
second  section  to  Meshach,    Shadrach 
and  Abed-nago  for  sending  out  such  a 
compound  conglomeration  of  scrap  iron. 
I  was  somewhat  surprised  at  this.     It 
was  not  the  regular  order  of  things;  it 
seemed  that  something  had  been  left  off; 
it  was  like  reading  a  book  from  which  a 
leaf  had  been  torn.    I  was  lonesome,  but 
they  simply  rang  a  dinky  little  bell  and 
put  the  engine  in  the  back  motion,  when 
we  were  *'on  again  and  gone  again"  be- 
fore I  could  shift  my  cigar.    Say !  it  was 
some  up  grade  here,  and  the  curves  were 
something  scandalous.     We  got  off  the 
track  again    and  into  the  sand.     The 
drivers  slipped,  and  we  see-sawed  there 
for  a  half  hour  and  still  stuck  fast.    I 
got  anxious  and  suggested  to  the  con- 
ductor that  he  place  rerailers  in  front  of 
the  drivers  and—pshaw!  you  never  can 
teach  some  men.    They  never  sent  out 
a  flag,  and  I  just  had  the  all-overs  for 
fear  the  section  or  an  extra  would  head 
into  us.    Finally,  however,  we  got  under 
way  again.    I  should  like  to  tell  yoa  of 
the  dinky  little  depots  -they  have  along 
the  right  of  way,  and  many  other  things, 
but  lack  of  space  will  not  permit  my 
doing  so.    We  did,  however,  get  to  our 
destination,  and  it  would  get  on  your 
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oervet  to  behold  the  manner  in  which 
they  eased  up  to  the  depot.  I  suggested 
to  ^e  oondnctor  that  my  way  of  doing 
it  would  be  to  come  up  at  good  speed, 
head-on,  and  when  I  got  to  the  depot 
alam  on  the  air  and  pour  the  sand  to  her. 
Pshaw t  Well,  the  trip  back  was  some 
better,  seeing  as  how  we  had  a  down 
g;rade  and  not  so  long  a  train.  We  nev^r 
left  the  track  once;  however,  some  one 
mast  have  cut  the  wire  along  the  right 
of  way,  for  cattle  were  on  the  track  in 
the  g^se  of  alligators.  One  we  saw  at 
the  side  and  one  eight  feet  long  directly 
in  our  course.  Some  day  I  may  tell  you 
something  about  alligators  if  you  wish  it. 
The  scenery  along  the  right  of  way  was 
not  bad— large  oaks  and  pines  and  many 
large  cabbage  palms,  many  orange 
groves  studded  the  surrounding  land- 
scape, and  I  noticed  at  one  point  the 
right  of  way  fringed  with  banana  plants. 
80  you  see  that  while  my  journey  was 
trsQght  with  many  tribulations  and  I 
was  enoompassed  with  dangers  both  seen 
and  onseen,  I  did  arrive  safely  home  to 
take  up  nay  routine  work  again,  really 
refreshed  and  younger  far  than  before 
my  trip  began.  C.  R.  Patten. 


Mooaejmw*  Saali. 

We  had  our  regular  meeting  on  the 
S3d  of  March  and  what  a  gathering  we 
had;  it  was  a  record  one.  Not  since  we 
met  to  reconsider  our  schedule  have  we 
had  such  a  meeting,  and  the  topics  dis- 
cussed were  plentiful  and  good.  We  had 
one  or  two  visitors  who  discussed  certain 
points  that  were  for  the  good  of  the 
Brotherhood.  There  were  also  present 
two  or  three  brothers  who  had  not  met 
with  us  during  the  past  year  or  so,  and  I 
hope  they  wUl  not  be  so  long  before 
paying  us  another  visit  and  that  they 
will  also  encourage  others  to  come  with 
them.  We  had  a  lively  time ;  put  four 
through  the  mill.  I  think  that  each  of 
them  enjoyed  the  ceremony,  judging 
from  their  speeches  afterward.  We  ex- 
pect to  have  eight  or  ten  next  meeting. 
That  is  going  some.  Our  president  is 
very  anxious  that  we  should  all  get  busy 
and  bring  in  the  nons  before  Mr.  Organ- 
iser comes  along  and  gathers  them  for 


us.  Though  our  lodge  will  be  made  that 
much  poorer,  we  do  not  despise  the  or- 
ganizer for  we  have  need  of  a  visit  from 
him  to  give  us  a  lift  on  our  way  by  ex- 
plaining the  schedule  or  constitution,  or 
by  giving  us  what  information  he  can 
that  will  help  to  stimulate,  strengthen 
and  encourage  us,  for  we  have  need  of  it 
even  at  this  most  hopeful  time  when  we 
are  all  on  the  tip- toe  of  expectation. 
We  anticipate  a  very  busy  time  at  our 
next  meeting. 

One  of  the  brothers  made  a  motion  to 
the  effect  that  we  study  our  constitution 
and  those  few  proposed  that  the  consti- 
tution be  divided  up  into  nine  different 
parts  and  that  nine  members  take  up  a 
part  and  compare  it  with  the  old  consti- 
tution and  report  at  our  next  regular 
meeting.  Won't  it  be  nice  to  see  us  all 
like  school  boys  with  our  books  open  and 
jotting  down  the  difference  between  us? 
I  hope  that  our  members  will  go  into 
this  matter  thoroughly  as  it  will  help  us 
a  great  deal  by  adding  to  our  knowledge. 

We  are  all  tickled  with  the  new  button. 
They  are  certainly  an  excellent  display 
of  art  and  represent  well  our  different 
departments.  There  is  only  one  little 
fault;  they  are  too  big.  I  think  if  they 
were  about  half  the  size  they  would  be 
more  acceptable.  We  hardly  know  what 
they  are  for  or  what  meaning  they  are 
to  convey.  We  hope,  however,  if  they 
are  for  the  purpose  of  showing  those  who 
are  paid  up,  that  many  will  be  prompted 
to  pay  up  and  be  recognized  as  members 
who  seek  to  further  the  worker's  cause 
by  their  practical  sympathy. 

I  would  like  to  say  to  the  readers  also 
that  the  C.  P.  E.  Co.  do  not  intend  to  be 
behind  in  the  training  of  their  employes 
in  the  various  departments.  In  Moose- 
jaw  they  have  formed  two  classes  for  the 
purpose  of  training  all  those  who  attend 
in  first  aid  to  the  injured.  I  think  this  is 
a  good  action,  and  hope  to  hear  of  other 
roads  taking  up  this  subject  and  having 
classes  in  the  various  districts.  I  would 
like  to  hear  of  it  being  made  compulsory 
for  train  men  especially  and  to  have 
them  pass  an  examination  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  is  the  knowing  how  that  gives 
men  nerve  to  assist  a  poor  fellow  creature 
in    time    of    accident.      I    believe    that 
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many  lives  conld  be  saved  if  those  who 
were  on  the  spot  knew  how  to  act.  I 
think  it  would  be  a  g^ood  idea  for  the 
company  to  fit  up  a  oar  the  same  as  they 
have  for  the  air  brake  construction  and 
have  an  instructor,  not  necessarily  a 
doctor,  but  a  man  who  himself  has  passed 
an  examination  on  the  subject,  send  him 
along  to  various  places  and  instruct  the 
men,  having  at  the  same  time  some  lit- 
tle inducement  such  as  an  extra  pass 
over  the  road  if  he  should  pass  the  ex- 
amination. There  are  nearly  two  hun- 
dred men  attending  these  classes  at 
Moosejaw,  which  goes  to  show  that  there 
is  a  deep  desire  on  the  part  of  the  men 
to  know  how  to  act  in  such  accidents  as 
are  taking  place  nearly  every  day  on 
some  of  our  railroads.  I  would  like  to 
know  if  there  are  any  other  roads  which 
are  taking  steps  such  as  this  to  reduce 
the  death  rate  from  accidents  on  rail- 
ways on  the  North  American  continent. 
Your8in6.L.andIJ.,  JouBNiiL  Agent. 


Van  Wyck.  S.  C. 

I  will  try  to  make  a  start  to  write  for 
the  readers  of  the  Advocate  a  short  let- 
ter in  regard  to  Lodge  No.  392.  Well, 
brothers,  we  have  been  getting  along 
very  slowly  but  I  think  we  will  do  better 
now.  At  our  meeting  held  on  the  night 
of  February  18  we  elected  our  officers 
for  another  year  and  it  was  resolved  that 
each  member  of  the  lodge  would  do  all 
in  his  power  to  further  the  interests  of 
the  Brotherhood,  Lodge  No.  392  in  par- 
ticular. I  hope  all  of  us  will  do  our  duty 
and  try  to  break  the  ice  around  some  of 
our  frozen  members  and  see  if  we  cannot 
get  them  out  to  d\ir  meetings.  Brothers, 
I  know  we  can  all  come  out  once  in  a 
while,  at  least  half  of  us  at  a  time.  That 
would  give  us  a  good  crowd.  I  know  it 
is  hard  for  some  of  us  to  leave  home  but 
we  ought  not  to  miss  any  more  meetings 
than  we  can  help.  I  will  admit,  we  are 
not  getting  enough  wages  to  enable  us 
to  lose  much  time  to  attend  our  meetings 
but  if  we  don't  come  out'and  stick  to- 
gether we  will  never  be  able  to  go. 

Now,  boys,  come  out  and  bring  your 
friends  and  let  us  get  everything  in  good 
working  shape.    I  will  g^ve  a  little  sketch 


of  what  the  Brotherhood  has  done.  The 
first  Job  I  had  on  the  S.  A.  L.  I  just  got 
$36  per  month.  Of  course  I  will  admit 
$50  is  not  too  much  the  way  everything 
has  gone  up,  but  it  is  better  than  |35per 
month  and  the  only  way  that  we  can 
make  a  success  is  to  work  together.  We 
ought  to  be  as  earnest  in  our  union  work 
as  we  are  in  our  track  work  and  then  the 
wheel  would  sure  roll.  I  will  stop  for 
this  time  and  if  the  editor  can  get  this 
in  shape  I  shall  try  again. 

Journal  Aqbnt. 


Prairie  Lodge  No.  135. 

Well,  brothers,  we  are  still  living  and 
doing  business  on  the  Orow's  Nest  di- 
vision. At  our  meeting  held  on  March 
25,  there  were  twenty-six  present.  Thii 
was  our  first  meeting  this  year,  on  ac- 
count of  the  severe  weather  we  have  ex- 
perienced in  this  section  of  the  country. 
We  undoubtedly  should  be  much  stronger 
at  these  meetings,  but  some  of  oar  mem- 
bers are  having  considerable  trouble 
with  the  snow  melting.  Tne  memben 
who  were  present  expressed  a  desire  to 
see  all  those  who  were  absent  at  onr 
future  meetings.  We  would  then  know 
that  all  of  the  business  brought  up  had 
the  hearty  support  of  the  whole  lodge. 
Anything  that  is  worth  doing  at  ail, 
boys,  is  worth  doing  well,  and  at  this 
time,  when  we  are  expecting  cor  new 
schedule  to  go  into  effect,  we  mast  get 
after  those  skeptical  nons  and  make 
them  line  up  and  be  men  before  they 
have  an  opportunity  to  hold  out  their 
trembling  hands  to  receive  what  they 
have  never  contributed  a  cent  to  obtain. 
We  all  know  that  the  rates  of  living  are 
being  increased  all  over  the  country  and 
we  will  have  to  keep  pace  with  the  in- 
crease. Brothers,  compare  your  wages 
with  the  other  employes  of  the  company. 
Did  the  company  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  so  much  more  responsibility  rests 
on  their  shoulders  than  on  ours,  or  that 
their  work  required  greater  skill  than 
ours?  No,  but  the  men  have  shown  the 
company,  through  their  various  origan- 
izations,  that  they  were  worth  that  much 
to  the  company  and  have  gotten  it,  and 
that  is  what  we  have  done  and  what  we 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


S2» 


are  going  to  get.  Do  you  not  think, 
brothers,  that  there  is  something  lacking 
in  the  Lemieux  act?  Don't  you  think 
that  when  an  award  is  given,  one  way 
or  another,  it  shoold  be  compulsory  to 
go  into  effect  at  once?  Yoa  have  all 
seen  in  the  newspapers  accounts  of  the 
award  of  the  conciliation  board  at  Toron- 
to on  March  2,  but  up  to  the  last  of  the 
month  of  March  there  is  no  word  of  it 
coming  into  force.  We  are  relying  upon 
oar  previous  fair  dealing  with  the  com- 
pany, and  hope  that  this  will  be  no  ex- 
ception to  the  rule  and  satisfactory  to 
ail  parties  concerned  and  that  we  will 
feel  amply  compensated  for  all  the  delay. 
Now,  boys,  if  you  have  any  nonunion 
men  working  with  you,  or  in  your  neigh- 
borhood, do  not  give  them  a  minute's 
rest  until  yon  get  them  into  the  lodge. 
Hoping  the  editor  will  line  this  up  for 
the  next  issue,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
JouRNAii  Agent. 


Rat  Portage  Lodge  No.  238. 

A  special  meeting  of  Lodge  N!o.  238 
was  called  for  Saturday  evening,  March 
25,  when  we  had  a  large  turnout  of 
members,  seventy- two  being  present. 
This,  I  think,  is  a  record  for  our  lodge. 
Well  done,  brothers;  come  again,  each 
and  every  oub  of  you,  and  I  am  sure  you 
will  be  equally  welcome.  I  only  wish  to 
say  to  those  who  were  not  there  that 
you  missed  a  treat.  We  had  an  exceed- 
ingly nice  lunch  supplied  by  the  married 
members  living  in  Kenora,  also  some 
good  cigars  were  passed  by  the  unmar- 
ried brothers,  which  were  handed  around 
at  intervals  dulnng  the  evening.  I  am 
sure  that  every  member  present  enjoyed 
himself  and  went  away  with  a  smile  on 
his  face,  saying  to  himself,  **I  will  come 
again."  I  am  caking  this  liberty  on  be- 
half of  Lodge  No.  238  to  thank  all  the 
brothers  who  so  kindly  entertained  us 
that  evening.  But  to  get  back  to  busi- 
ness again.  The  first  item  on  the  pro- 
Spramme  was  the  initiation  of  eleven  new 
members,  so,  brothers,  if  there  are  any 
more  men  just  bring  them  along  and  we 
will  be  ''Johnny  on  the  spot'*  as  soon  as 
the  day  arrives.  Many  interesting  re- 
marks were  made  during  the  evening  by 


various  brothers,  the  general  comment 
and  advice  being  to  pay  up  all  dues  reg- 
ularly and  get  in  possession  of  a  working 
card  for  the  current  half  year  and  to 
have  the  new  card  on  hand  before  the 
old  one  expires,  and  I  hope  that  all  those 
who  heard  these  remarks  will  take  it  to 
heart  and  pay  up  promptly,  thereby 
saving  yourselves  and  the  8ecret>ary  a 
lot  of  unnecessary  trouble  and  worry. 
I  guess  I  have  said  enough  for  this  time, 
so  will  close  by  wishing  the  Brotherhood 
every  success.    Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

JOUBNAL  AOBNT. 


£1  Paso,  in. 


Evergreen  Lodge  No.  453  held  their 
monthly  meeting  at  La  Salle,  111.  on 
March  18,  and  had  a  good  turnout  of  all 
the  foremen.  We  initiated  four  new 
members.  The  foremen  are  solid  on  this 
division,  excepting  three,  two  of  whom 
are  new  foremen,  who  started  to  work 
on  April  1.  They  have  promised  to  at- 
tend our  meeting  in  Bloomington  on 
April  15.  The  other  exception  is  an  old 
timer  and  about  all  he  cares  is  that 
the  remaining  foremen  keep  up  their 
standing  in  the  organization  so  as  to  se- 
cure an  increase  every  few  years  for  him, 
which  he  is  willing  to  accept,  and  then 
thinks  to  himself,  as  he  is  so  blind,  that 
the  company  did  it  voluntarily,  but  the 
time  will  come  when  he  will  have  to 
show  his  working  card  or  go  to  some 
other  road  that  is  not  unionized,  as  that 
will  be  the  class  he  belongs  in. 

All  our  foremen  were  notified  on  March 
20  that  their  salaries  would  be  increased 
$5  to  $10  per  month  commencing  on 
March  1.  This  increase  is  good  as  far  as 
it  goes  and  we  are  thankful  for  it.  It 
shows  that  our  officials  know  that  we 
are  deserving,  but  now  the  next  thing  in 
line  is  to  get  all  the  other  divisions  solid 
and  then  go  in  and  get  our  contract  and 
schedule.  We  will  then  know  how  long 
we  will  be  entitled  to  the  increase,  which 
the  company  now  claims  was  given  the 
foremen  without  any  solicitation  what- 
ever. 

Now,  brother  foremen,  do  not  stay 
away  from  your  lodge  meetings.  You 
cannot  spend  a  few  hours  to  any  better 
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advantage  once  a  month  than  to  get  a 
pass  and  leave  of  absence  to  attend  your 
lodge  and  find  oat  what  is  being  done  for 
the  good  of  our  noble  Order  each  month. 
Each  one  may  also  think  of  something 
for  the  welfare  of  the  Order  in  the  way 
of  a  suggestion,  or  what  you  think  should 
be  done  to  advance  our  interests.  I  hope 
that  we  will  have  a  good  turnout  at  our 
next  meeting.  The  weather  is  getting 
fine  and  I  am  sure  your  better-half  will 
give  you  her  permission  to  be  absent  one 
night  each  month  and  by  so  doing  it  will 
help  to  make  your  pay  check  larger  each 
year  so  that  you  can  buy  more  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  to  support  and  main- 
tain your  family,  just  the  same  as  other 
higher  salaried  employes  whose  position 
is  no  more  important  than  the  poorly 
paid  and  little  thought  of  section  fore- 
man. I  trust  that  I  will  yet  see  the  day 
when  the  section  foreman  is  at  the  top 
of  the  mast  and  the  only  way  we  can 
hope  to  attain  the  goal  is  to  be  inde- 
pendent, to  have  courage,  ambition  and 
perseverance.  Do  not  be  afraid  to  say 
**No"  when  the  occasion  calls  for  it.  If 
the  competent  foremen  will  only  see  to  it 
that  they  are  not  made  dupes  of  by  oth- 
ers they  would  have  things  going  their 
way  in  a  short  time,  and  I  hope  by  our 
next  issue  we  will  have  our  committee 
in  Chicago  doing  something  and  securing 
a  contract  and  schedule,  which  I  am 
sure  we  are  entitled  to. 

Sec'y-Treas.  Lodge  No.  453. 


Be  mis*  Me. 


I  will  write  a  few  lines  to  the  Advo- 
cate which  I  have  read  so  much  and 
thoroughly  enjoyed.  I  will  say  that  Bro. 
O.  B.  Goldsmith  and  C.  D.  Fogg,  section 
foremen  for  more  than  20  years,  have  re- 
tired this  spring  and  have  achieved  the 
railroadman's  dream,  a  farm.  I  hope 
they  may  have  good  luck  and  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  labor.  Both  have  been  loy- 
al Brotherhood  men  and  held  oflace  in 
the  lodge.  Brother  Fogg  served  as  pres- 
ident and  chairman  of  the  local  protec- 
tive board  for  a  number  of  years,  and  he 
has  our  thanks  for  the  nice  raise  in  our 
wages  that  we  got  last  August.  As  I 
have  been  appointed  to  hold  that  office 


this  year,  I  hope  I  shall  be  as  sacoeasfnl 
as  he.  All  I  want  is  the  support  of  the 
brothers  and  that  is,  pay  your  does 
promptly.  I  am  young  and  inexperi- 
enced and  some  of  the  older  hand  msy 
Bay  that  I  am  too  ''hot-headed"  getting 
after  the  '*nons"  and  those  in  arresTB. 
Perhaps  they  are  right  and  if  I  have 
offended  anyone,  I  hope  they  will  for- 
give me,  as  all  I  ask  is  your  support  to 
make  a  gprand  success  for  all. 

I  wish  to  say  to  the  brothers,  do  not 
envy  the  lot  of  the  foreman  alongside 
of  you  if  he  seems  to  have  a  better  sec- 
tion to  care  for,  you  don't  know  what 
he  has  to  contend  with  and  neverthelev 
the  sections  cannot  all  be  alike.  Let  ni 
do  what  we  have  to  do  cheerfully  and 
stick  to  the  Brotherhood.  Hoping  to  see 
a  large  attendance  at  our  next  meeting 
of  Lodge  No.  307  in  Canton,  I  remain, 
yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

A.  L.  Eabthan,  Secy.-Treas. 


Collins,  Ga. 


If  you  will  allow  me  space  I  will  tsey 
and  write  a  few  words  for  the  dear  old 
Advooate.  This  being  my  first  attempt 
to  correspond  for  the  journal  you  will 
excuse  any  mistakes,  as  I  am  not  used 
to  writing  letters,  but  I  am  a  good  hand 
to  tell  about  the  hog  or  cow  that  was 
killed. 

I  am  going  to  try  and  tell  you.  some 
of  my  experience  in  attempting  to  keep 
up  eight  miles  of  main  line  with  about 
two  miles  of  side  track  with  four  men  to 
do  it  with.  When  I  took  charge  of  thiB 
section  about  seven  years  ago  it  would 
average  about  ten  rotten  ties  to  the  rail, 
so  you  will  know  that  I  have  had  a  time. 
It  takes  me  about  sixteen  hours  each 
day  to  keep  up  my  section,  ten  hoars  to 
work  and  six  hours  thinking  about  the 
high  centers  and  low  joints  over  the  hill 
and  around  the  curve.  Tou  can  imagine 
how  I  got  my  section  where  it  is  to  day. 
By  working  harder  and  harder  with  a 
'^Hurrah,  boys,  let  us  get  this  done  be- 
fore we  go  in."  Now,  I  think  the  way 
we  will  have  to  go  to  work  to  get  the  I. 
B.  M.  W.  E.  in  better  shape  down 
through  our  section  of  the  country  is  for 
all  the  members  to  work  harder  and  haid- 
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er,  someone  occasionally  giving  us  the 
cry,  **Hnrrah,  boys,  let  us  do  more  work 
and  get  more  for  what  we  do."  Don't 
wait  for  Brother  John  to  do  all  the  work 
by  himself,  but  put  both  your  hands  to 
the  wheel  and  shove  it  up  the  hill.  It 
may  be  hard  to  push,  but  if  we  all  get 
behind  it  we  can  certainly  push  it  along. 
Well,  boys,  as  the  Advocate  has  just 
arrived  I  will  see  if  there  is  anything 
from  the  boys  on  this  part  of  the  S.  A. 
L.  Yes,  here  is  one  from  Brother  H.  B. 
F.  that  is  beaten  by  none  in  the  journal. 
Come  again,  Brother  Freeman,  that  is 
the  first  thing  I  look  for  when  I  get  the 
journal  is  to  see  if  any  of  the  boys  in 
onr  home  can  write.  How  many  of  you 
do  the  same  thing?  Now,  boys,  wake 
np  and  if  you  cannot  come,  write  and 
let  as  know  where  you  are.  I  am  always 
glad  to  read  letters  from  the  boys  at 
home  on  the  S.  A.  L.,  while  I  call  all  the 
section  foremen  my  pals,  so  I  will  close 
for  this  time,  hoping  this  letter  will  reach 
the  editor  for  the  May  issue,  I  am,  fra- 
ternally yours,  JouBNAL  Agent. 


From  the  T.  6  N.  Ont.  Ky. 

The  dear  old  Advocate  has  once 
more  made  its  rounds  and  we  find  our- 
selves tearing  off  the  wrapper  to  see 
what  all  the  good  brothers  and  sisters 
have  to  say  and  find  out  what  great  work 
this  union  is  doing.  Dear  brothers  and 
sisters  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.,  I  must  say 
I  am  glad  to  be  one  of  you  and  to  be 
counted  among  a  band  of  people  who 
work  for  the  uplifting  of  the  laboring 
class,  to  better  their  condition,  to  help 
them  to  understand  where  their  place 
is  among  men,  while  they  work  to  sup- 
port themselves  and  their  families. 

This  is  a  great  cause  and  it  surely  must 
be  little  understood  among  railroad  peo- 
ple as  a  whole,  or  they  would  be  all  sup- 
porting it.  Too  much  in  its  favor  can- 
not be  said  or  printed. 

To  all  who  are  spending  their  whole  or 
a  part  of  their  time,  I  extend  my  good 
wishes,  but  all  I  can  do  is  to  give  an  or- 
ganizer a  hearty  welcome  at  our  house. 
We  have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
Brothers  Stout,  Viens  and  Gauthier. 
The  brothers  on  this  road  are  keeping 


well  together  and  Brother  Stout  did  a 
grand  thing  for  the  poor  section  man 
when  he  organized  this  road,  although 
the  men  have  good  officials  to  work  for, 
far  better  than  some  other  roads. 

Still  the  wages  for  section  men  are 
surely  to  small  a  pittance  in  -these  times 
when  living  is  so  high,  to  maintain  a  man, 
and  what  about  his  family?  What  has 
he  when  all  is  told?  It  needs  some  man- 
aging to  foot  the  bills  if  there  is  a  family 
to  support,  and  all  the  hard  labor,  day 
after  day,  in  the  hot  broiling  sun  on  the 
track,  using  those  great  heavy  tools 
working  frpm  seven  until  six,  and  day 
after  day  in  the  cold  stormy  blasts,  the 
track  has  to  be  looked  after  and  kept 
safe  and  in  good  shape,  and  who  does 
all  this  work  but  the  poor  section  man, 
and  he  is  classed  as  an  unskilled  laborer. 
Not  so!  I  say,  whoever  say  ssuqh  should 
awaken  and  try  to  understand  he  is  talk- 
ing of  men. 

No  doubt  some  during  the  summer 
months  are  inexperienced,  but  who 
stands  over  these  men,  trying  to  teach 
them  to  understand  how  this  work  should 
be  done,  and  often  giving  up  in  despair. 
They  can't  learn  they  have  to  go.  So 
there  must  be  something  to  learn  about 
this  track  work  after  all. 

Why  couldn't  anyone  be  a  foreman 
without  any  experience?  Therefore,  I 
say  it  is  skilled  labor  and  should  have  its 
place  among  such  and  should  have  the 
pay  as  well.  I  must  say  this  labor  does 
not  hold  the  place  it  should  nor  does  it 
get  the  credit  it  deserves.  The  condi- 
tions of  the  maintenance-of-way  em- 
ployes are  far  better  now  than  they  were 
years  ago  and  who  have  we  to  thank, 
the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  of  course. 

See  what  they  have  done  in  the  last 
ten  years  and  are  still  doing,  and  still  see 
how  many  hang  back,  they  surely  do  not 
begrudge  the  small  amount  they  are 
asked  to  pay  into  the  lodge.  Qo  on, 
good  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Brother- 
hood, and  try  and  better  the  conditions 
of  the  poor  section  man  all  you  can  and 
those  who  feel  called  to  give  their  whole 
time  and  life  to  the  cause,  I  have  a 
heartier  greeting. 

Yours  with  best  wishes, 

Bbier  Bush. 
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North  Battlef  ord,  Sasll. 


As  Brother  Keays  said  in  the  March 
Advocate,  it  is  Sunday  again,  and  I  am 
in  a  little  western  village,  or  rather 
town,  and  although  I  am  not,  I  should 
be  at  Edmonton  at  a  meeting  of  Lodge 
No.  485  but  it  seems  as  if  it  had  not  to 
be.  I  applied  for  a  leave  of  absence  and 
transportation  to  go,  but  something  went 
wrong,  as  I  have  not  received  a  reply, 
and  as  I  had  troubles  of  my  own  which 
kept  me  at  home,  I  did  not  bother  to  in- 
vestigate where  the  trouble  was. 

The  members  in  the  west,  especially 
those  located  on  mud  sections,  will  all 
be  having  their  own  troubles  now,  as  the 
ground  is  thawing  out. 

I  was  greatly  surprised,  and  to  use  a . 
Western  expression,  tickled,  to  see  so 
many  letters  in  the  March  Advocate 
from  the  C.  N.  B.  boys.  Keep  it  up,  and 
if  the  editor  gets  more  letters  than  he 
can  get  in  one  issue  of  the  journal,  we 
will  have  to  get  him  to  do  like  the  news« 
paper  editors  do,  issue  an  extra  edition. 

Well,  it  is  a  great  relief  to  know  that 
the  board  of  conciliation  has  at  last  given 
a  decision  in  regard  to  the  men  in  the 
maintenance-of-way  department  on  the 
C.  P.  R.  and  C.  N.  R.,  and  although  the 
board  has  not  allowed  all  the  men  asked 
for,  it  does  allow  a  fair  increase. 

It  looks  to  me  as  if  spring  has  come  at 
last,  judging  by  the  amount  of  settlers 
who  are  pioving  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  it  looks  as  if  there  are  going  to 
be  a  lot  of  people  come  West  this  year 
which  means  it  is  going  to  be  a  good  year 
for  the  railroads,  which,  if  things,  work 
out  as  they  should,  it  should  mean  that 
it  will  be  a  good  year  for  the  men  who 
work  on  the  railroad,  as  the  company 
will  employ  plenty  of  men  and  give  good 
wages  because  there  will  be  a  lot  of  con- 
struction work  done  and  that  takes  a  lot 
of  men,  and  as  we  had  a  wet  fall  last 
year  and  every  indication  of  a  good 
spring,  this  naturally  makes  the  farmer 
happy,  and  it  is  the  farmer  on  whom  the 
prosperity  of  the  West  depends.  When 
the  farmer  is  happy,  he  pays  good  wages 
and  hires  more  help,  and  by  so  doing, 
he  raises  the  wage  standard  and  also 
helps  to  take  away  the  surplus  supply, 


which  means  that  the  railroad  compan- 
ies like  other  employers  must  pay  higher 
wages,  and  that  is  the  time  tx>  get  new 
schedules  signed  which  are  for  the  bet- 
terment of  the  working  men. 

I  have  just  received  circular  No.  68  is- 
sued to  all  officers  and  members  of  all 
subordinate  lodges  on  the  C.  P.,  C.N.B. 
and.G.  T.  P.  Rys.  advising  that  the  rail- 
road company  has  not  as  yet,  March  15, 
given  out  any  word  as  to  whether  it 
would  accept  the  decision  of  the  ooncil- 
iatory  board,  but  it  gives  us  some  satis- 
faction to  know  that  the  matter  will  be 
settled  one  way  or  another  in  the  near 
future,  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  idea 
to  try  to  get  the  delegates  from  western 
Canada  at  the  next  biennial  convention 
to  use  all  their  influence  to  try  to  get  the 
following  convention  and  Edmonton,  so 
to  let  some  of  the  brothers  who  live  soath, 
and  east  to  see  the  Canadian  northwest 
and  also  let  them  see  what  a  hearty  wel- 
come they  will  get.  I  am  sure  if  they 
came  once  they  would  be  glad  to  come 
again. 

I  guess  I  have  filled  up  plenty  of  space 
now  without  saying  anything  more,  and 
as  I  might  be  crowding  some  other  let- 
ters out,  I  will  close  for  this  time.  Yours 
in  B.  L.  and  U.,  Cert.  aI. 


Pinners  Point*  Ala* 

As  we  reflect  upon  the  past  and  look 
into  the  future  we  realize  that  the  time  is 
fast  approaching  when  all  maintenance- 
of-way  employes  will  have  to  join  the 
union  and  hold  our  forces  together. 

The  last  meeting  of  our  lodge  was  held 
in  Emporia,  Va.,  on  account  of  smallpox 
being  at  Lawrenceville.  We  had  a  very 
good  turnout,  but  what  we  enjoyed  most 
was  the  pleasure  of  having  Bro.  W.  S. 
Powell  with  us.  He  gave  us  the  best 
lecture  we  ever  heard.  I  wish  that  we 
could  have  him  with  us  at  every  meeting 
of  our  lodge. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  have  every 
carpenter  foreman  and  every  track  fore- 
man but  one,  and  he  is  a  new  man  just 
come  to  work,  on  the  Norfolk  and  Dan- 
ville division.  All  the  remainder  and 
most  of  the  carpent-ers  belong  to  the 
Brotherhood.    I  cannot  see  why  erery- 
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body  in  the  maintenanoe-of-way  depart- 
ment does  not  see  that  the  proper  Uiing 
to  do  18  to  join  the  little  band  of  soldiers 
and  march  into  the  war,  if  necessary, 
and  we  sometimes  think  there  will  be 
war  if  we  do  not  get  more  money  for  onr 
labor. 

Wen,  it  will  soon  be  good  old  summer 
time  again  and  we  residents  of  Pinners 
Point  will  have  a  good  Job,  day  and  night, 
fighting  the  mosquitoes.  They  are  aw- 
ful bad  here  at  times. 

What  is  the  matter  with  the  boys  on 
the  west  end?  We  never  see  bnt  very 
few  of  yoQ  at  onr  lodge  meetings.  Why 
don't  yon  come  oat  and  see  what  is  going 
on  and  bring  the  rest  of  the  boys  with 
yon?  There  are  several  nons  that  should 
beintrodnced  to  the  lodge.  Some  of 
carpenters  get  bnsy.  What  is  the  mat> 
ter  with  Brother  Jones?  He  must  have 
gone  and  gotten  married  and  forsaken 
OS)  bat  I  hope  not  as  we  need  him  at  the 
lodge  room  every  fourth  Sunday.  I  will 
close  for  this  time,  hoping  to  see  this  in 
the  next  issue.  Journal  Agent. 


Winchendon,  Masa. 

Eeene  Lodge  No.  402,  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
met  Sunday,  April  2,  1911,  at  1:30  p.  m. 
in  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Hall,  Keene, 
N.  H.,  and  initiated  twenty-seven  can- 
didates. After  the  initiation  I  found  we 
had  fifty-nine  members  present  instead 
of  the  usual  number,  which  were  very 
moch  less. 

Our  worthy  president.  Brother  Kelson, 
also  our  secretary-treasurer.  Brother 
Onrrier,  congratulated  themselves  and 
the  lodge  on  the  good  work.  The  lodge 
went  on  record  as  voting  Bro.  M.  En- 
right  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  bring- 
ing in  twenty-one  of  the  candidates  from 
ihe  work  train,  of  which  he  is  the  fore- 
nan.  Brother  Onrrier  informed  us  that 
le  should  be  credited  with  124  paid  up 
nembers. 

Our  lodge  is  composed  of  three  sections 
>n  the  W.  N.  &  P.  division,  twelve  men, 
lU  union  men,  100 per  cent,  also  eleven 
ection  fence  gang  and  extra  work  train 
rang  and  carpenters  in  the  B.  &  B.  de- 
•artment,  a  total  of  ninety-seven  men, 
H  union,  100  per  cent,  and  six  sections 


on  the  O.  &  P.  division,  about  60  per 
cent,  twenty-four  men  in  all.  Hope  we 
will  soon  have  them  all  in.  We  expect 
to  have  more  help  on  our  sections  and 
and  steel  gang^  in  the  near  future,  but 
these  extras  will  all  be  new  men  and  we 
cannot  expect  much  from  them  for  three 
months.  I  understand  our  journal  agent 
is  on  the  sick  list,  and  hope  that  he  will 
soon  be  able  and  willing  to  do  his  part. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  chasing  three 
nons  on  the  Peterboro  branch  that  we 
have  been  after  for  three  years .  I  brought 
them  into  Lodge  No.  400  lasto  meeting. 

When  it  comes  to  letter  writing  we  are 
all  willing  to  let  the  other  fellow  do  it, 
but  when  a  |3  a  day  section  or  work 
train  gang  or  steel  gang  Job  goes  on  we 
all  fall  over  each  other  and  say  hard 
things  about  the  assistant  if  he  springs 
merit  and  ability  on  us  and  protects  the 
rights  of  the  man  who  gets  the  Job  so 
that  he  will  not  be  thrown  down  when 
the  Job  is  taken  off.  Hoping  that  this 
will  merit  publication  and  that  the  abili- 
ty to  come  again  will  be  offered  me, 
yours  in  B.  L.  snd  U., 

Cert.  No.  92860. 

[Note— By  all  means  come  again, 
Brother  92860.— Editob.] 


Griswoldville,  Ga. 

It  seems  as  if  all  the  journal  agents  on 
the  0.  of  G.  have  gone  on  a  strike,  so  I 
will  try  to  write,  although  I  am  afraid 
that  I  will  not  interest  anyone  very  much, 
bnt  it  will  let  the  readers  know  that  we 
are  yet  alive  and  doing  business  at  the 
same  place.  Macon  lodge  met  last  first 
Sunday  with  a  good  attendance.  We 
had  three  new  members  to  initiate  and 
still  have  a  few  nons,  but  I  think  that 
the  time  is  not  far  off  when  we  can  say 
that  we  have  not  a  non  on  the  O.  of  G. 
It  is  not  because  they  do  not  believe  the 
Brotherhood  is  all  that  is  claimed  for  it. 
They  cannot  help  but  know  that  it  is  the 
greatest  protection  the  trackmen  have 
ever  had.  If  the  trackmen  would  only 
get  together  like  the  trainmen,  they 
could  do  as  well  as  they  have  done.  I 
remember  when  an  engineer  only  got 
|2  per  day  and  sometimes  worked  twenty 
hours  for  a  day. 
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If  every  man  who  has  charge  of  a  sec- 
tion could  see  as  I  do  we  would  be  so 
strong  that  when  our  committee  came 
before  the  management  they  would  be 
afraid  to  say  no  to  anything  we  would 
ask  for. 

While  we  are  not  going  to  ask  for  any- 
thing more  than  we  are  entitled  to  nor 
do  we  expect  to  get  more,  yet,  brother,  if 
your  neighbor  foreman  is  not  a  Brother- 
hood man  see  him  and  talk  matters  over 
with  him.  Every  employe  on  the  road 
should  be  a  member.  Let  us  all  get  busy 
and  take  up  the  work  of  organizing  and 
not  wait  for  one  to  have  to  be  sent  from 
Grand  Lodge. 

I  would  like  to  see  all  of  our  members 
attend  the  lodge  meetings.  There  is 
nothing  I  enjoy  more  than  to  go  to  lodge 
and  meet  with  a  good  crowd.  It  shows 
that  we  are  taking  an  interest  in  our  own 
welfare  and  that  of  our  children.  See  to 
it  that  your  working  cards  are  not  out  of 
date  before  you  get  another  one,  and 
brothers,  be  loyal  to  the  Order  as  you 
are  to  the  company  for  which  you  work, 
and  we  will  certainly  make  progress  and 
secure  a  better  share  of  the  profits  than 
we  have  been  receiving.  If  the  editor 
will  get  this  in  shape  for  me,  I  will  write 
again.    YonrsinB.  L.  and  U.,    G.  A.  H. 


Worcester  Lodge  No.  285. 

I  am  going  to  try  to  pen  a  few  lines 
for  our  journal.  Our  joint  protective 
board  has  gone  up  before  the  manage- 
ment to  secure  further  concessions  for 
us.  We  are  all  looking  and  hoping  for 
the  best,  and  I  hope  that  our  boys  will 
all  be  contented  with  what  they  get. 
You  may  rest  assured  the  committee  will 
do  the  best  they  can  for  us.  It  is  a  long 
road  that  has  no  turn.  I  think  our  turn 
is  here.  At  any  rate  it  looks  so  just  now. 
Spring  is  here  with  us  once  more  and 
we  must  go  over  the  tracks  again,  put- 
ting in  new  ties  and  putting  the  tracks 
up  in  good  shape ;  same  old  thing  over 
and  over  again. 

Very  rarely  a  day  passes  that  the  pa- 
pers do  not  contain  the  details  of  a  hor- 
rible train  wreck  some  place  or  other  in 
the  country,  involving  great  loss  of  life. 
By  the  way,  have  you   ever  remarked 


that  it  frequently  happens  where  one  or 
more  of  the  employes  are  killed,  the 
blame  for  the  wreck  is  saddled  on  the 
dead  men,  as  they  cannot  deny  their 
responsibility.  Another  cause  which  is 
often  given  for  wrecks  is  spread  track. 
Every  practical  railroad  man  knows  that 
to  have  spread  track  under  most  condi- 
tions is  simply  due  to  criminal  negli- 
gence. If  a  foreman  is  furnished  with 
sufficient  ties  and  men  to  make  the  prop- 
er renewals  each  year  there  is  really  not 
any  excuse  for  spread  track.  If  he  is 
refused  the  ties  or  men  then  the  official 
who  cuts  down  his  requisition  is  goilty 
and  should  be  hauled  before  the  coorU 
and  severely  punished  for  his  negligence. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal  Agent. 


Manatee,  Fla. 


Look  out  for  me,  boys;  here  I  come 
again  with  the  stay  there  stuft.  Broth- 
ers, on  the  S.  A.  L.,  I  want  to  say  in  a 
few  words  that  now  is  the  time  for  us  to 
do  business  with  the  S.  A.  L.  if  we  ever 
intend  to  do  anything  for  ourselves,  our 
families  and  our  fellowmen.  Now  is  the 
time,  let  us  get  busy  and  do  it.  We  must 
do  it  now  or  get  off  the  right  of  way.  If 
we  will  stay  by  this  as  we  should  we  wiU 
certainly  do  business  and  if  we  don't 
stay,  nothing  doing.  •  We  have  got  to 
show  the  management  that  we  mean  ^ 
business  and  then  we  will  be  dealt  with 
in  a  business-like  way.  If  we  are  so 
light  in  the  breech  that  we  are  compelled 
to  take  anything  they  ojffer  us  after  all  I 
our  work  of  organization,  then  we  ought 
to  be  made  to  work  for  nothing  or  get  ' 
out  and  work  in  a  Com  field  like  bowleg- 
ged  oxen  on  turn  tumble  sets  in  the  briar 
patch  for  soda  crackers. 

I  believe  in  looking  after  the  company's 
interest  and  doing  the  best  we  can  and 
giving  the  best  work  we  can  to  them, 
but  on  the  other  hand,  I  believe  in  get- 
ting paid  for  what  I  do,  especially  now 
that  the  cost  of  living  is  so  awful  high. 
Brothers,  stop  and  think  for  a  moment. 
Take  my  own  case  for  instance.  I  have 
fifteen  miles  of  track  and  a  motor  car  to 
keep  it  up  with.  There  are  about  10560 
ties  to  be  renewed,  16680  spikes  to  keep. 
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10660  bolts  to  keep  tight  and  15  miles  of 
track  to  sorfaoe  each  year,  saying  noth- 
ing abont  other  jobs  which  happens 
every  day  or  so.  We  certainly  have 
enough  to  do  to  prevent  as  from  going 
to  sleep  while  on  daty,  and  we  ought  to 
to  get  more  of  it  than  we  do,  and  the 
only  way  we  can  get  more  is  for  all  to 
unite  together  and  say  we  will  have 
more  or  get  out,  and  stick  to  it,  and  I 
am  sore  we  will  get  it  for  the  company 
cannot  take  a  man  out  of  an  office  or 
between  the  plow  handles  to  keep  the 
track  np.  A  man  has  to  have  practical 
experience  to  keep  up  a  piece  of  track, 
80  that  I  am  sore  they  will  pay  a  fair 
price  before  they  will  let  us  go.  We  do 
not  propose  to  ask  for  an  interest  on  the 
net  earnings  of  the  road,  but  we  should 
be  able  to  earn  more  than  a  bare  living. 
We  will  get  old  some  day  and  when  we 
get  too  old  to  work  what  are  we  going 
to  dot  Perhaps  some  will  say,  '*I  will 
go  to  the  poor  house,"  but  we  cannot  all 
go,  for  if  we  do  there  will  be  quite  a 
nmnber  of  us. 

Possibly  before  this  gets  into  the  Ad- 
VOCATB  oar  committee  will  be  back  from 
the  management,  but  while  they  are 
there  let  as  all  stand  solid  behind  them 
and  let  every  man  pledge  his  word  of 
honor  to  stand  by  the  committee  until 
they  succeed  in  getting  us  a  schedule 
with  better  conditions  and  increased 
wages.    Tours  in  B.  L.  and  U. ,  J.  J.  H. 


Strand quist,  Minn* 

Oan  you  find  a  little  space  in  the  Ad- 
vocate for  a  few  lines  from  the  Soo 
Line?  On  March  31st  we  held  a  meet- 
ing at  Thief  River  Falls  and  we  had  a 
very  fair  meeting;  the  best  in  attend- 
ance of  any  meeting  held  for  some  time. 

We  received  a  visit  from  Brother  Fl joz- 
dal  of  Warroad.  We  have  been  held 
back  for  some  time  with  work  here  on 
account  of  the  fact  that  it  has  been  so 
long  since  we  received  any  increase  in 
oar  wages  or  betterment  of  our  condition. 
We  do  hope  to  see  a  change  in  this  from 
now  on  and  hope  that  our  committee  will 
be  able  to  secure  a  new  schedule  this 
year,  and  if  we  succeed  in  this  it  will  be 
easy  to  get  the  Soo  Line  organized  to  a 


man  although  we  have  had  hard  work  to 
keep  our  lodges  going  on  account  of 
lack  of  interest,  but  as  soon  as  we  can 
show  the  members  that  organization 
does  pay,  I  believe  that  every  man  will 
come  in. 

Brother  Fljozdal  gave  us  a  good  inter- 
esting talk,  and  I  believe  that  he  can  do 
more  addressing  a  bunch  of  the  boys  at 
a  meeting  than  a  great  many  others  can 
do  in  a  long  time  with  hard  work.  This 
is  the  first  time  that  we  had  a  chance  to 
meet  Brother  Fljozdal,  but  I  do  hope  it 
will  not  be  the  last.  I  will  now  close 
with  a  greeting  to  all  writers  and  readers 
of  the  journal,  and  hope  in  the  future  to 
see  more  letters  from  the  Soo  Line  than 
we  have  in  the  past. 

Secrbtabt-Trbasurbr, 
Lodge  No.  269. 


Byng  Inlet,  Ont. 

Here  we  are  again.  Springtime  with 
all  its  railroad  cares  and  troubles,  wash- 
outs and  tumbling  bridges.  An  increase. 
Hurrah !  Better  times  for  all.  I  do  not 
see  many  letters  from  my  brother  pump- 
ers. What  is  the  matter?  Are  we  al- 
ways going  to  remain  quiet?  Why  not 
start  a  little  technical  work  through  our 
Advooate,  as  well  as  the  other  depart- 
ments, so  that  we  may  help  one  another? 
Surely  we  have  plenty  of  ideas.  In  this 
country  we  have  just  pulled  out  of  a 
long,  cold  winter.  I  suppose  that  the 
pumpers  in  warm  climates  have  their 
ups  and  downs  even  if  they  have  no 
frost. 

Now,  let  us  all  do  as  our  good  president 
says:  Make  this  a  great  year  by  all 
putting  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel.  Get 
after  the  nons  and  show  them  the  folly 
of  their  ways.  Our  watch  word  should 
be,  **In  union  there  is  strength."  This 
little  verse  comes  into  my  mind  in  con- 
nection with  this  advice,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  well  if  we  would  all  keep  it  in 
mind  and  practice  it. 

"In  lifers  great  field  of  battle, 

In  the  bivouac  of  life, 
Be  not  like  dumb,  driven  cattle, 

Be  a  hero  in  the  strife." 


Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U. , 


J.  Oarmical. 
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West  Concord  Lodge  No.  7i. 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt  to  write  a 
letter  for  the  Advocate  since  my  elec- 
tion as  journal  agent,  I  do  not  9appose 
that  the  members  will  be  looking  for  a 
very  long  letter  this  time.  West  Con- 
cord lodge  was  late  in  getting  its  new 
officers  installed.  We  have  a  good  set 
of  officers  and  expect  to  report  a  good 
year's  work,  but  everything  should  not 
be  left  to  the  oflftcers  to  do. 

At  the  last  two  meetings,  out  of  a 
membership  of  175,  there  were  not  nearly 
as  many  present  as  8ho\ild  have  been 
and  it  seems  to  me  as  if  the  members, 
especially  those  from  the  main  line, 
could  arrange  to  turn  out  a  little  better. 

President  Dean  has  promised  everyone 
a  square  deal,  so  that  if  everything  is 
not  done,  don't  grumble  if  yon  stay  at 
home  instead  of  coming  to  the  meeting 
and  talking  it  over  with  the  rest  of  the 
boys.    Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal  Agbnt. 


]lrewer»  Me* 


Well,  boys,  don't  think  that  Penobscot 
lodge  is  dead.  It  is  still  living  and  gath- 
ering in  the  backsliders.  Now,  boys, 
don't  stay  back  of  the  fence  same  as  you 
have  done.  When  we  organized  first 
you  came  from  behind  the  fence  after 
our  first  schedule  and  stayed  as  long  as 
Job  stayed  in  heaven.  Tou  know  our 
committee  did  the  best  they  could. 
When  they  went  to  Portland  last  year 
to  meet  the  management  of  the  Maine 
Central  Railway  you  were  getting  $1.70 
per  day  and  now  you  are  receiving  $1.80 
per  day.  The  committee  obtained  10 
cents  per  day  for  you.  Now  you  boys 
figure  up  10  cents  a  day  for  313  working 
days  in  the  year  and  see  what  it  will 
amount  to.  I  will  figure  it  for  you  back- 
sliders. It  amounts  to  $31.30  and  still 
you  don't  want  to  pay  $5  per  year  for 
dues.  Let  me  tell  you  gaffers,  you  want 
some  of  us  to  pay  all.  Give  me  the  man 
that  sends  his  money  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
twice  a  year  and  gets  that  beautiful 
working  card  from  Brother  Pegg,  our 
grand  secretary-treasurer. 

We  had  a  large  crowd  at  the  meeting 
March  6  last  and  quite  a  few  of  the 


Ladies'  Auxiliary.  You  boys  of  Penob- 
scot Lodge  No.  334  at  Bangor,  get  yoar 
wives  and  daughters,  and  if  not  married, 
bring  your  sweethearts  and  get  them  to 
join  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary.  We  hold  cor 
meetings  the  same  night  in  the  same 
hall.  When  you  have  your  wife  and 
daughter  with  you  in  the  same  hall  the 
first  Monday  of  each  month,  you  are  all 
right.  You  lads  come  in  and  pay  yomr 
dues  and  Brother  Brennen  will  give  yon 
one  of  the  beautiful  pins  Brother  Pegg 
sent  him.  The  boys  at  the  last  meeting 
were  delighted  when  they  got  one  each. 
I  hope  that  Brother  Merrell  from  Green 
Lake  will  not  get  offended  at  me  for 
writing  to  the  Grand  Lodge  about  these 
backsliders  not  paying  their  dues.  I 
think  I  have  said  enough  at  present 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and'U.,  T.  R.  M. 


Dpcllery*  Mise. 


I  saw  a  letter  in  our  Advooatb  which 
says  we  should  all  pay  our  dues  and  keep 
out  the  organizers.  Now,  let  me  tell  yoa 
that  the  organizer  is  to  the  Brotherhood 
what  the  minister  is  to  Christianity. 
He  is  a  herald,  not  only  to  those  saved, 
but  to  the  uninitiated;  an  instructor 
whose  position  though  transitory  cannot 
be  abolished. 

The  organizer  should  be  allotted  his 
division  and  he  should  travel  it  quarteiiy. 
He  should  not  only  catechise  the  sec- 
tion men  in  their  respective  datiee  to 
the  Order  but  to  the  railroad  as  well. 
He  should  be  able  to  try  the  applicant 
for  membership  in  the  Order  as  to  his 
eligibility,  either  as  a  pump  man,  bridge 
man  of  section  foreman,  and  should  he 
be  found  wanting  or  deficient  himself, 
he  should  be  made  proficient  before  he 
acquires  full  membership. 

I  further  suggest,  if  necessary,  to  levy 
an  assessment,  if  it  will  bring  better  re- 
sults, say  |8  per  year.  Let  us  be  repre- 
sented by  able  men  who  are  not  afraid 
t;0  speak  up.  Let  us  pay  them  according 
to  their  works. 

Our  organizer  on  the  Y.  AM.  V.,  Bro. 
C.  M.  Wynn,  is  worth  all  that  we  can 
pay  him  as  he  is  an  able  railroad  man 
as  well  as  an  able  organizer.  Yours  in 
B.  L.  and  U.,  Old  Few  Haibs. 
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C.  ^  W.  I.  Lodge  No.  146. 

As  the  time  draws  near  for  the  spring 
dean-ap,  everyone  is  on  the  aozious 
seat.  Will  they  of  their  own  free  will 
or  will  we  be  obliged  to  make  another 
demonstration?  We  have  started  on  the 
first  stage.  The  railroad  made  the  first 
blaff.  We  called  and  are  now  prepared 
for  the  show  down.  We  have  shown  our 
strength  and  good  will. 

We  had  oar  dance,  the  big  affair  of  the 
season,  with  a  big  house  full.  Grand 
Vice-President  Vurpia  was  there  to  lead 
the  grand  march  and  say,  he  is  some 
sport  and  a  jolly  good  fellow. 

The  war  supplies  were  something  good 
to  look  at  and  the  reserve  fund  after 
everything  was  cleaned  up  and  settled 
for  will  pay  the  funds  of  the  committee 
and  other  expenses  for  some  time  to 
come,  and  it  will  be  a  pretty  big  case 
that  will  require  an  assessment  to  re- 
plenish the  treasury,  and  here's  hoping 
oor  next  annual  will  be  even  more  sue- 
cessfol 

At  oar  last  regular  meeting  on  March 
18  we  had  one  of  the  largest  meetings 
we  have  had  for  the  last  six  months,  and 
we  are  second  on  the  Brotherhood  Ther- 
mometer, and  that  is  going  some. 

At  this  meeting  we  had  with  us  Grand 
President  Lowe,  Grand  Vice-President 
H.  A.  Vurpia  and  Grand  Secretary-Treas- 
*^r  Pegg  and  that  is  some  honor  for 
one  meeting,  and  right  here  I  wish  to 
correct  a  slight  error  in  the  letter  of 
Brother  Pegg  on  page  217  of  the  April 
Advocate,  where  he  says:  **WhQn  with 
Brother  Kelly  of  Olyboum  lodge,  after 
leaving  the  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Ter- 
minal Transfer  lodge,  he  visited  the  In- 
lian  Harbor  Belt  lodge."  It  should 
bave  been  Chicago  Indiana  Harbor  Belt 
[iodge  No.  146,  nob  very  grave,  but  we 
want  you  to  know  that  we  had  the  honor 
)f  having  the  Grand  Lodge  officers  at 
>Qr  regular  meeting  on  March  18,  1911 
ind  that  we  are  proud  of  the  fact. 

At  that  meeting  the  schedule  for  the 
:oming  year  was  taken  up  and  thought 
>at  and  sent  to  the  central  committee 
!or  further  action. 

The  remarks  of  President  Lowe  and 
Secretary  Pegg  were  received  with  en- 


thusiasm and  we  wished  that  they  could 
be  with  us  oftener  and  are  also  under 
obligation  to  them  for  the  many  pass- 
es they  handed  out  to  the  boys  to  attend 
the  railroad  appliance  show  at  the  Coli- 
seum. Tour  scribe  as  well  as  many  oth- 
er brothers  spent  pleasant  and  profitable 
hours  among  the  exhibit,  where  we  met 
with  many  old  time  friends  and  fellow 
workers  from  all  over  the  country. 

Vice-President  Vurpia  gave  us  the  ben- 
efit of  his  experience  and  advised  us  in 
the  work  of  our  schedule. 

I  had  intended  to  have  some  pictures 
of  the  signal  gang  and  the  work  they 
have  been  doing  and  they  are  all  good 
I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  men.  Also  the  new  40th 
street  interlocking  plant  which  went  into 
service  on  the  6th  of  April;  the  work 
being  done  by  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  men 
employed* by  the  U.  8.  &  S.  Co.,  in  fact 
very  little  work  is  being  done  on  the  0. 
&  W.  I.  and  Belt  Railway  that  is  not 
union  work. 

The  plates  for  the  picture  had  not  been 
developed  in  time,  but  we  hope  to  have 
them  some  time  in  the  very  near  future. 
There  are  only  a  few  nons  left  on  the 
road  now  and  they  would  better  get  in 
line  quickly. 

The  general  manager  gave  out  a  notice 
some  time  ago  that  on  April  12  he  was 
going  to  cut  the  rate  of  pay  for  the  track 
men.  On  Saturday  night  April  8  we 
called  and  are  now  awaiting  the  show 
down.    Yours  in  6.  L.  and  U., 

JOUHNAL  AOBNT. 


Douglas,  Ga. 


I  have  been  very  busy  and  somewhat 
neglectful  in  not  having  written  to  the 
Advocate,  but  I  will  try  to  write  a  few 
lines  hurriedly.  I  have  Just  received  a 
copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  General  Chair- 
man's Association  A  which  was  held  in 
Atlanta,  and  I  was  certainly  proud  to 
read  of  the  good  work  of  the  brothers, 
and  I  wish  to  say  that  if  all  the  nons 
could  be  shown  the  light  and  the  bene- 
fits to  be  derived  from  organization,  it 
would  not  be  twelve  months  before  our 
department  would  be  a  solid  organiza- 
tion throughout. 

Brothers,    everyone   of   us   should  get 
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busy  and  make  an  extra  effort  to  get  our 
organization  in  better  shape  so  as  to  be 
able  to  demand  for  ourselves  a  better 
wage  scale  and  also  better  roles  and  reg- 
ulations to  be  governed  by. 

Of  late  there  have  been  little  griev- 
ances from  the  foremen,  but  when  you 
mention  them  to  the  officials  the  first 
thing  they  hand  you  is,  no  mention  is 
made  of  this  in  your  contract  requiring 
the  company  to  do  this  or  that  or  the 
other  thing  and  I  am  not  going  to  do  so 
without,  so  you  see  it  will  be  up  to  us 
to  see  that  we  have  these  rules  and  reg- 
ulations in  our  schedules  so  as  to  meet 
all  requirements  pertaining  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  our  department. 

As  I  have  not  time  to  write  a  very 
long  letter  of  interest,  and  knowing 
there  are  many  others  who  can  write  a 
much  more  interesting  one  than  I  can, 
I  will  not  take  up  any  more  space,  but 
would  like  to  see  all  of  our  members 
working  hand  in  hand  for  each  other's 
benefit.    Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal  Agent. 


Calgary  Lods«  No.  161. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  Calgary 
Lodge  No.  161  held  on  April  2,  a  resolu- 
tion was  passed  to  call  a  special  meeting 
to  be  held  on  the  9th  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  a  communication  from  Broth- 
er Stokes  of  this  lodge  who  was  one  of 
the  delegates  to  the  conference  recently 
held  for  the  revision  of  the  schedule,  and 
in  anticipation  of  a  good  attendance  to 
elect  our  officers  for  the  current  term. 

The  special  meeting  was  accordingly 
held,  and  as  expected,  the  attendance 
was  good,  much  larger'than  has  been  the 
case  for  some  time  past. 

Brother  Stokes  gave  an  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  conference  and  read  a  copy 
of  the  revised  schedule,  which  all  agreed 
was  very  satisfactory,  not  only  for  its 
material  gain,  but  also  as  proving  that 
the  organization  is  in  a  position  to  have 
its  reasonable  demands  listened  to. 

With  reference  to  the  election  of  offi- 
cers, this  order  of  business  should  have 
been  disposed  of  in  January  last,  but 
owing  to  the  scanty  attendance  at  the 
regular  meetings,  it  was  found  impossi- 


ble to  deal  with  this  order  of  business  in 
a  satisfactory  manner. 

There  appears  to  be  among  a  certain 
class  of  men  a  lack  of  interest  or  knowl- 
edge of  the  objects  and  aims  of  the 
Brotherhood.  I  do  not  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  ours  is  the  only  lodge  suff- 
ering by  reason  of  the  small  attendance. 
There  appears  to  be  a  sort  of  dry  rot 
among  some  of  our  members  and  it  is 
only  the  earnestness  and  keen  interest 
of  the  others  that  keeps  things  going. 
Some  seem  to^think  that  as  long  as  they 
pay  their  dues  that  is  all  that  can  reason- 
ably be  expected  of  them.  They  entire- 
ly overlook  the  importance  of  the  moral 
effect  their  presence  at  the  lodge  meet- 
ing would  create.  Others  again  join  the 
organization  when  the  organizer  comes 
around  and  after  they  pay  their  dues 
forget  that  they  are  a  unit  of  a  body  or- 
ganized for  their  individual  as  well  as 
for  the  collective  benefit  of  their  fellow 
workers. 

I  would  like  to  impress  upon  t^e  breth- 
ren the  necessity  of  a  little  more  en- 
thusiasm in  the  work  of  organization. 
It  requires  just  as  much  unity  to  retain 
what  we  have  already  received  as  it 
does  to  fight  for  our  rights.  With  besi 
wishes  for  the  success  of  the  organiza- 
tion, I  am,  JOUBNALi  AaENT. 

[Note — ^The  editor  is  entirely  in  sym- 
pathy with  what  the  above  brother  has 
stated.  There  are  too  many  men  who 
do  not  realize  the  importance  of  keeping 
in  touch  with  all  that  is  being  done,  with 
giving  their  assistance  and  indoingwhat 
is  necessary  to  do,  but  he  will  be  found 
first  among  the  number  who  complains 
when  something  is  done  that  does  not 
meet  with  his  approval. 

They  are  in  the  same  position  as  the 
man  who  buys  a  ready  made  suit  and 
then  finds  fault  because  it  does  not  fit 
him.  If  there  is  a  body  of  men  at  any 
place  on  the  North  American  Continent 
who  should  know  and  appreciate  the 
benefits  to  be  had  by  reason  of  organi- 
zation, those  men  are  on  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway.  They  do  not  realize 
the  struggle  that  has  just  been  completed 
by  their  joint  protective  board  and  Grand 
Lodge  officers  combined  against  the  offi- 
cials of  the  railway  with  their  millions 
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behind  them,  combatting  them,  fighting 
for  a  sqnare  deal  and  a  just  recompense 
for  their  hard  work.  Perhaps  if  some  of 
those  men  served  a  -few  terms  on  the 
joint  protective  board  they  would  ap- 
preciate the  fact  that  something  more  is 
necessary  than  the  mere  payment  of  dues 
and  assessments. 

Had  all  the  employes  on  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  been  of  this  class,  what 
show  would  the  committee  have  had  to 
have  received  any  concessions  under 
each  strong  opposition  as  they  met  with 
daring  the  last  meeting.  That  they 
have  succeeded,  is  to  their  credit,  and  I 
hope  that  all  hands  will  awaken  from 
the  lethargy  and  realize  the  responsibili- 
ties and  use  their  every  endeavor  to 
maintain  the  solidity  of  their  organiza^ 
tion  for  mutual  protection. — Editor.) 


Portlocll*  Ont. 


Oar  journal  agent  appears  to  be  seri- 
oosly  affected  with  that  tired  feeling  com- 
monly called  laziness,  so  I  think  I  will 
write  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  that 
Soo  Lodge  No.  491  is  still  in  the  land  of 
the  living  and  improving  all  the  time. 
We  had  our  regular  meeting  on  April  8, 
and  there  was  certainly  a  good  attend- 
ance. To  add  to  our  number,  Brother 
Montgomery,  bridge  and  building  fore- 
man, and  part  of  his  gang  were  there. 
Brothers  Jewkes  and  Wamsley  took  the 
leading  parts  in  the  meeting  and  con- 
lincted  it  in  their  usual  quiet,  business- 
ike  way.  Four  new  members  were 
idded  to  cor  numbers.  They  underwent 
iie  trying  ordeal  of  riding  the  goat,  and 
t  certainly  was  a  lively  initiation  they 
rot  when  they  were  subjected  to  the 
mcanny  clutches  of  Brothers  Tom  Hall 
md  Bill  Jeffry.  When  the  business  of 
he  meeting  was  finished.  Brother  Jewkes 
rave  ns  a  total  account  of  the  proceed- 
Qgs  held  lately  at  Montreal.  I  need  not 
ay  that  there  was  a  general  feeling  of 
atisfaction  when  we  were  told  of  our 
ncrea^e  in  wages,  the  improvements  in 
he  regnlations  for  overtime,  and  other 
hinga  for  our  benefit,  with  which  our 
1  embers  will  all  be  acquainted  by  the 
ime  this  appears  in  print.  There  seemed 
3  be  no  desire  to  draw  the  meeting  to  a 


close  until  it  was  time  to  take  the  train 
which  carried  us  to  our  respective  homes 
along  the  division.  I  might  say  that  the 
journey  home  was  scarcely  less  enjoy- 
able than  the  meeting  itself,  and  I  can- 
not see  why  every  regular  trackman 
should  not  attend  the  meetings  and  keep 
in  line  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Brotherhood  and  so  g^ve  our  leaders  the 
help  and  encouragement  so  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  work  to  the  best  advan- 
tage for  our  welfare.  Carl  Beilhabtz. 


Kermlt.  W.  Va. 


I  am  going  to  try  and  write  a  letter  to 
the  Advocate,  and,  as  this  is  my  first 
attempt,  I  will  do  the  best  I  can.  I  have 
been  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood  for 
some  time  and  find  it  a  great  be'heflt  to 
the  working  man.  There  is  only  one 
man  on  our  section  who  is  not  a  member 
of  the  Brotherhood,  and  he  aims  to  join 
next  lodge  night.  I  am  sure  there  is  no 
one  who  likes  the  Order  better  than  I 
do,  and  my  heart  is  always  open  to  a 
brother.  I  aim  to  try  and  induce  all  of 
the  boys  to  join  the  Order,  for  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  right  and  proper  that 
they  should  do  so.  There  are  a  number 
of  them,  who,  after  joining  the  Order, 
think  that  that  is  all  they  have  to  do  and 
don't  do  all  that  they  might  do  to  help 
the  Brotherhood.  There  is  hardly  a 
single  member  but  who  can  bring  in  one 
or  two  new  members,  at  least,  if  he  tries, 
and,  brothers,  that  is  what  we  should  all 
do  if  we  expect  the  Order  to  grow  and 
help  us.  I  would  like  to  see  every  em- 
ploye put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and 
give  it  a  roll.  If  this  letter  finds  its  way 
into  the  Advocate,  I  will  write  again. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U.,        G.  Lawson. 


Kichlanda  Lodge  No.  273. 

I  wish  to  write  a  line  or  two  for  publi- 
cation in  our  journal  to  let  you  know  that 
we  are  still  interested  in  the  Brother- 
hood. We  had  a  good  turnout  at  our 
last  meeting  and  took  in  three  new  mem- 
bers. Our  general  chairman,  Mr.  T.  H. 
Gerrey,  was  with  us  and  gave  us  a  good 
talk  on  Brotherhood  matters.  Mr.  Price 
Stuart  was  also  with  us  at  our  last  meet- 
ing.    Yours  truly,       Joitrnal  Agent. 
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Beaverton  Lodge  No.  262. 

Well,  at  last  I  am  to  make  a  start  in 
writing  to  the  Advocatb,  after  waiting 
for  two  years  for  some  brother  to  write 
from  this  lodge,  bat  have  waited  in  vain. 
We  have  had  a  hard  straggle,  bat  I  am 
glad  to  say  we  are  now  getting  along 
fine,  and,  as  one  of  the  committee,  I 
want  to  say  we  did  fine  for  the  first  time, 
bat  we  expect  to  do  better  when  we  go 
ap  before  the  management  the  next 
time.  Some  of  the  men  seem  to  be 
afraid  to  stand  their  groand  when  the 
time  comes  for  them  to  show  their  man- 
hood, and  try  to  gain  favor  with  some 
of  the  minor  officials  and  have  learned 
their  lesson  and  are  now  very  sorry  for 
their  fict. 

We  still  have  a  few  nons,  bat,  cheer 
ap,  boys,  the  day  is  coming  when  the 
nons  will  have  to  hold  an  ap-to-daie  card 
or  take  to  the  road,  as,  when  the  proper 
time  comes,  we  will  make  it  hot  for 
them.  Some  of  them  tell  as  the  com- 
pany will  have  to  pay  more',  or  they  will 
not  be  able  to  get  men,  but,  if  we  get 
the  increase,  will  there  be  men  enough 
to  take  it  and  not  allow  their  hand  to 
shake  while  doing  so?  Well,  brothers,  I 
trust  the  next  time  I  write  I  may  be 
able  to  give  you  good  news.  All  I  can 
say  now  is,  "Make  it  hot  for  the  nons  on 
your  line."  With  best  wishes  to  the 
Brotherhood,  A.  E.  Pollock. 


Slocomb,  Ala. 


I  am  going  to  worry  your  patience 
again  with  another  letter  for  publication. 
Will  say  Dothan  Lodge  No.  276,  met  on 
our  last  meeting  day,  and  everybody 
was  present,  except  one  brother,  and  I 
think  he  is  all  right,  and  they  all  seemed 
to  take  so  much  interest  in  the  meetings. 
It  does  me  so  much  good,  I  am  obliged 
to  take  space  to  tell  you.  I  am  glad  to 
see  our  men  lining  up,  and  as  our  com- 
mittee is  now  ready  to  meet  the  officials, 
I  truly  hope  that  we  will  hear  some  good 
news  soon,  for  that  old  section  foreman's 
road  is  a  hard  road  to  travel. 

Brothers,  it  seems  that  some  of  our 
men  are  trying  to  get  out  of  this  like 
John  Smiley  did  when  he  was  trying  to 


get  in  heaven.  He  knocked  at  the  door 
and  St.  Peter  said,  *'Who  comes  heref ' 
and  he  said*  "John  Smiley."  St.  Peter 
asked,  *'Are  you  riding  or  walking!*' 
••Walking,"  said  John.  ••Yea  cin't 
come  in,"  said  Peter.  So  he  turned 
back  and  met  Joe  Whaley  on  the  road, 
walking.  John  said,  "You  can't  get  in, 
Joe,  walking,  but  if  you  will  ride  me, 
both  of  us  can  get  in."  So  John  got 
down  and  Joe  rode  np  to  the  door  and 
knocked.  "Who  comes  here?"  says  8L 
Peter.  "Joe  Whaley."  "Are  yon  riding 
or  walking?"  "Riding,"  says  Joe.  "Jost 
hitch  your  horse  and  come  in"  says  St 
Peter.  So,  brothers,  I  think  it  is  time 
we  were  hitching  some  of  these  fellows 
on  the  outside. 

Talk  is  not  going  to  help  our  lodge  and 
it  takes  the  pure  and  nndeflled  grit  and 
greenbacks.  Now,  roll  np  yoor  sleeves 
and  come  to  the  meetings  and  let's  do 

this  thing.  W.  W.  Pail. 

-  ■♦' « 

Bristow*  Va. 

Seeing  so  many  nice  letters  in  the 
Advocate  last  month,  I  thought  that  I 
would  like  to  write  one,  too.  I  am  14 
years  of  age  and  go  to  school  here,  and 
am  in  the  sixth  gprade.  Our  school  doses 
on  the  25th  of  April.  My  father  is  a 
Brotherhood  man  and  section  foreman 
on  the  Southern  Railway.  He  is  the 
only  Brotherhood  man  on  his  secUon. 
I  have  three  sisters  and  two  brothers. 
I  am  going  to  study  to  be  a  telegraph 
operator  as  soon  as  I  am  old  enough. 
I  hope  that  this  letter  will  find  its  way 
to  the  journal,  and  would  like  to  see 
more  letters  from  the  boys  in  this  section 
of  the  country.  John  Hydb. 


Peallea,  Va. 


I  have  seen  in  the  past  so  many  nice 
letters  from  the  boys  and  girls  from 
various  parts  of  the  globe,  and  I  thought 
that  I  would  write  a  few  words  for  the 
dear  old  Advocatb,  too.  My  papa  ia  a 
foreman  and  member  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W. 
E.  Lodge  No.  153,  and  he  thinks  itia  a 
fine  Order.  I  am  a  boy  10  years  of  i^^ 
and  go  to  school  every  day.  I  like  to 
read  the  nice  letters  in  the  jonmal. 
Your  friend,  J.  W.  GiBSOX. 
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We  fixed  up  our  fences  and  gates  last 
month  and  they  are  now  in  fairly  good 
shape  for  the  summer,  barring  acci- 
dents. 

Onr  men  are  now  busy  putting  in  ties 
which  have  been  unloaded  and  piled 
alongside  of  the  track  convenient  to 
distribute  with  push  cars  as  required. 

In  the  old  days  every  foreman  used  to 
make  a  great  rush  to  get  his  new  ties  in 
as  early  as  was  possible.  This  practice 
was  encouraged  by  the  roadm aster  and 
saperintendent  who  imag^ined  they  were 
getting  more  for  the  money  they  paid 
out  in  wages,  and  as  a  consequence,  the 
work  was  often  done  slovenly  and  many 
lies  that  might  have  been  easily  left  in 
the  track  for  another  year  were  pulled 
ont  because  the  next  one  to  it  had  to 
come  out. 

Tie  timber  is  becoming  so  scarce  now 
and  expensive,  that  men  are  forced  to  be 
more  careful  and  not  remove  any  ties 
that  may  with  safety,  (which  is  always 
the  first  consideration)  be  left  for  anoth- 
er year. 

The  practice  of  renewing  ties  out  of 
face  is  not  generally  practiced. now.  The 
old  idea  that  because  all  the  ties  in  a 
certain  portion  of  the  track  were  put  in 
during  any  one  year,  that  when  a  por- 
tion of  them  were  ready  to  come  out  all 
should  come  ont  has  been  proven  to  be 
wrong. 

You  may  take  two  ties  cut  from  the 
same  tree,  one  of  which  is  butted  on  to 
the  other.  Put  them  both  in  the  track 
at  the  same  time  right  next  to  each  oth- 
er and  one  may  last  several  years  longer 
than  the  other.  This  may  be  from  one 
of  several  causes.  The  tree  may  have 
been  hewn  or  sawn,  as  the  case  may  be, 
on  one  side  much  nearer  to  the  outer 
rind  or  bark  than  the  other  which  split 
the  heart. 

Now,  when  the  two  ties  are  put  in  the 
track,  one  is  put  in  heart  side  up  and  the 
other  bark  side  up.     The  tie  with  the 


h  eart  side  up  will  decay  much  faster  than 
the  other  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  all 
ti  mber  is  formed  of  ring  growth.  The 
h  eart  of  the  timber  is  generally  more 
porous,  and  any  water  which  soaks  in  on 
the  heart  side  is  confined  until  evapo- 
rated by  the  heat,  while  the  close  grain  of 
the  outer  rind  will  not  permit  the  water 
penetrating,  and  even  should  it  pene- 
trate, the  pores  are  wide  open  below,  al- 
lowing the  water  to  drain  from  the  wood, 
so  that  to  get  the  longest  wear  out  of  any 
timber  the  exposed  side  should  be  that 
which  by  nature  is  the  nearest  to  the 
bark. 

A  great  many  ties  or  sticks  of  timber 
with  spike  holes  not  firmly  plugged  will 
quickly  rot  by  reason  of  the  water  pene- 
trating the  wood.  You  will  frequently 
find  a  tie  rotten  and  unsafe  where  a  rail 
rests  on  it,  while  the  other  parts  of  the 
tie  are  sound.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten 
this  is  caused  by  un-plugged  spike  holes 
or  the  adzing  down  in  winter  time  form- 
ing a  pocket  where  the  rain  water  is  al- 
lowed to  soak  until  evaporated. 

A  section  foreman  can  very  easily 
waste  much  more  than  his  wages  amount 
to  in  tie  timberif  he  does  not  watch  these 
points  and  guard  against  taking  out  ties 
before  they  should  come  out,  or  in  tak- 
ing proper  care  of  them  while  they  are 
in  the  track. 

I  venture  to  say  that  not  one  derail- 
ment in  one  hundred  or  spread  track  is 
caused  by  rotten  ties  alone.  A  tie  may 
be  pretty  punk  but  if  kept  in  good  sur- 
face and  lined  properly,  trains  will  glide 
over  it  just  as  safely  as  if  the  tie  were 
new,  provided  not  too  many  punk  ones 
are  together  in  track.    . 

The  danger  from  punk  ties  is  when  the 
rail  gets  out  of  surface  and  alignment, 
causing  the  engine  and  cars  to  swing 
from  side  to  side. 

Striking  the  rails  a  heavy  side  blow 
will  cause  track  to  spread,  on  punk  ties 
and  a  derailment  follows.     Keep  your 
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track  surfaced  and  well  lined  and  you 
will  rarely  be  troubled  with  spread 
track. 

As  a  roadmaster,  I  have  investigated 
many  cases  of  spread  track  and  in  every 
instance  that  I  can  remember  now,  the 
cause  of  the  spread  track  was  bad  sur- 
facing and  lining  more  than  poor  ties. 

Our  railway  officials  will  soon  realize 
now  that  tie  timber  is  getting  scarce  that 
their  specifications  for  ties  are  faulty, 
and  that  a  tie  8  inches  thick  with  a  6  inch 
face  will  wear  longer  and  better  in  every 
way  than  a  6  inch  tie  with  an  8  inch 
face.  Experience  has  taught  trackmen 
this  lesson  long  ago  just  as  it  has  taught 
us  that  the  web  or  foot  of  a  rail  should 
be  at  least  1  (and  1}4  to  2  inches  would 
be  better)  wider  at  the  foot  than  the 
heighth  of  the  rail.  Engineers  will  not 
agree  with  this,  but  they  will  some  day 
accept  practical  experience  and  try  out 
a  new  section  of  rail  and  the  result  will 
be  so  surprising  that  they  will  wonder 
why  it  had  never  been  tried  out  before. 

As  announced  last  month,  we  have  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  the  assistance  of  Bro. 
George  Keays,  of  Winnipeg,  Manitoba, 
Canada,  as  associate  editor  of  the  Advo- 
cate. Brother  Keays  will  handle  the 
technical  matter  of  the  Water  Service 
Department. 

Bro.  Charles  Peterson,  of  Chicago,  111., 
will  be  associate  editor  and  have  charge 
of  the  Signal  and  Interlocking  Depart- 
ment. Vice-President  Henry  Irwin  of 
Portage  la  Prairie,  Manitoba,  Canada, 
has  consented  to  contribute  articles  from 
time  to  time  on  painting. 

The  editor  expects  to  announce  the 
name  of  an  associate  editor  for  the  B. 
&  B.  and  also  for  the  Masonry  Depart- 
ment in  the  near  future,  and  he  hopes 
the  members  will  take  advantage  of  this 
announcement  and  send  us  in  a  batch 
of  questions  that  will  be  both  instructive 
and  interesting  to  our  members  at  large. 

Articles  on  any  subject  of  our  work 
will  be  welcomed  by  the  editor  from  any 
of  our  members  and  space  given  for  same 
in  the  Advocate.  We  can,  if  our  mem- 
bers will  assist,  make  the  Advocate  the 
brightest  and  best  among  all  the  railway 
publications.    Will  you  assist? 

Samuel  J.  Peoq, 


The  Pump  Repairer. 

The  pump  repairer  should  be  a  man 
with  a  complex  knowledge  of  various 
trades,  including  machinist  and  carpen- 
try, also  a  knowledge  of  work  in  general 
He  should  be  so  versed  that  anytime  the 
necessity  arises  for  him  to  take  charge 
of  emergency  work  under  his  jurisdiction 
he  will  be  able  to  look  after  the  work 
successfully. 

To  the  uninitiated,  I  might  state,  that 
he  is  the  trouble  man  in  what  is  known 
as  the  water  supply  department  of  our 
railroads.  In  other  words,  he  is  the  fel- 
low in  charge  of  a  division  of  water  tanks 
which  contain  the  substance  that  all  lo- 
comotives must  have  to  retain  life  and 
do  their  allotted  work.  He  is  the  man 
that  is  directly  responsible  to  the  rail- 
roads and  must  see  that  all  tanks  under 
his  jurisdiction  contain  water  at  all  times. 
He  must  keep  himself  posted  on  his  di- 
vision. He  roust  know  all  the  weak 
spots  on  his  division.  He  must  also  keep 
himself  in  touch  at  all  times  v^ith  the 
chief  dispatcher,  and  the  head  of  his  de- 
partment. On  most  roads  the  water 
supply  is  under  the  bridge  and  bnildlDg 
department,  and  on  some  roads  under 
the  mechanical  department. 

The  pump  repairer  must  be  ready  night 
or  day  in  any  kind  of  weather  to  go  to  a 
breakdown  of  any  description  on  his  di- 
vision  and  make  immediate  repairs.  It 
is  his  duty  also  to  be  in  direct  charge  of 
pump  men  on  his  division  and  he  is  held 
responsible  for  the  work  of  the  pump 
men  on  the  same.  He  must  be  an  ex- 
pert on  the  different  makes  of  pumps  and 
power  at  the  various  water  stations.  He 
also  requires  a  full  knowledge  of  pipe 
work,  also  of  wells,  foundations,  dams, 
tanks,  and  the  mode  of  procedure  in  set- 
ting up  engines  and  pumps.  He  must 
have  a  thorough  understanding  of  the 
why  and  wherefore  of  causes  and  effects, 
so  as  to  readily  trace  and  discover  the 
seat  of  trouble.  He  is  the  man  required, 
when  everybody  else  fails,  to  overcome 
the  trouble,  and  he  is  rushed  as  fast  ms 
possible  to  the  place  where  the  failure 
has  taken  place  and  then  he  is  looked 
upon  to  overcome  the  trouble  in  some 
way  and  get  water  flowing  into  the  tank. 
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or  place  where   water  is   contained  for 
locomotives'  use. 

A  pamp  repairer  should  have  a  full  kit 
of  tools  consisting  of  hammers,  cold  chis- 
els, taps  and  dyes  for  the  various  sizes 
of  pipes  and  bolts  contained  on  the  plants ; 
hsok-saws  and  blades,  drills  of  all  sizes 
up  to  about  l^i  inches.    Some  roads  eqnip 
a  car  with  everything  necessary  in  the 
shape  of  tools  to  do  any  and  all  work 
that  is  required  to  be  done  on  the  road 
and  the  car  is  sent  out  wherever  ordered 
by  the  pump  repairer.    He  should  see 
that  he  has  stored  away  in  some  store- 
room, or  his  car  (if  provided  with  one) 
all  daplioate  parts  for  parts  most  likely 
to  give  way  or  break,   so  as  not  to  be 
handicapped  when  a  breakdown  occurs. 
He  should  insist  and  persist  until  the 
material   required    is  furnished  by  the 
company's  store.    In  a  great  many  cases 
the  head  of  the  department  wishes   to 
curtail  expenses  and  when  a  pump  re- 
pairer orders  anything,  will  hold  the  or- 
der up  until  a  breakdown  occurs.     Then 
the  material  is  rushed  out  from  the  stores, 
maybe  causing  a  delay  and  probably  an 
empty  tank,   which  might  result  in   a 
dead  locomotive  and  a  trainload  of  cars 
on  the  main  line,  with  all  the  attendant 
expenses  for  the  company.    I,  therefore, 
maintain  it  is  the  pump  repairer's  duty 
to  use  foresight  and  persistency  enough 
to  have  all   necessary  supplies  as  near 
his  work  as  it  is  possible  to  get  them. 

It  is  also  the  pump  repairer's  duty  to 
visit  his  various  stations  and  instruct  his 
pumpmen  and  educate  them  in  making 
any  and  all  possible  repairs  themselves 
without  tying  the  plant  up  until  he  ar- 
rives to  do  the  work.  Some  pump  re- 
pairers will  not  ag^e  with  me  on  this, 
but  I  think  the  better  the  pumpman  is 
educated,  the  more  efficient  he  will  be 
and  the  better  service  will  be  rendered 
the  employer. 

The  pump  repairer  should  have  a  work- 
shop at  his  headquarters,  if  a  car  is  not 
provided,  where  he  can  do  any  heavy 
repairs  to  pumps,  etc.,  which  he  has  re- 
[>laced  with  new  ones.  The  pump  re- 
;>airer  should  keep  tab  on  all  details  of 
liis  division.  He  should  know  the  make 
ind  size  of  the  different  pumps;  the  make, 
jize,    horsepower  and  style,   also  shop 


number  of  all  power;  the  size  and  length 
of  all  pipings.  He  should  also  know  the 
size  and  make  of  tank  valves,  outlet 
pipes  and  all  accessories  to  a  water  tank 
and  water  station.  In  fact,  it  is  up  to 
the  pump  repairer  to  know  anything  and 
everything  in  connection  with  his  work 
on  his  own  division. 

My  next  letter  will  deal  with  the  pump- 
man, his  duties  and  what  the  employer 
expects  of  him.  and  then  I  intend  to 
write  on  the  water  supply  in  general. 
Afterwards,  if  Brother  Pegg  don't  get 
tired  of  me,  I  intend  to  drift  over  onto 
pumps,  engines,  and  theory  of  raising 
water,  also  outlining  the  troubles  and 
mishaps  in  a  water  supply  man's  life  and 
my  way  of  overcoming  some  of  my  diffi- 
culties as  a  pump  repairer,  in  hopes  that 
the  same  may  be  of  some  help  to  the 
craft  at  large. 

If  anything  I  should  say  in  the  future 
in  these  letters  can  be  improved  upon 
by  some  other  brother,  we  shall  be  pleased 
to  see  his  letter  in  print  and  any  ques- 
tions submitted,  I  will  try  and  answer. 
If  unable  to  answer  them  myself,  I  will 
endeavor  to  obtain  an  answer  before  the 
foUowing  issue.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
Geo.  Keays. 


InterlocRing  and  Signal  Depts, 

After  reading  the  April  Advocate  I 
note  that  at  least  one  member  of  the  in- 
terlocking department  has  the  nerve  to 
explain  his  views  how  to  overcome  some 
troubles  with  insulated  joints,  and  many 
other  things.  Good  for  you,  brother  I 
Keep  it  up,  as  every  word  is  true,  even 
the  Old  Star  Hennessy.  I  would  like  to 
see  some  more  of  those  interlocking  boys 
do  the  same  thing  as  the  brother  holding 
certificate  No.  20903  has  done. 

Speaking  of  bond  wires,  I  think  that 
every  maintainer  has  the  same  trouble, 
but  if  the  wires  are  properly  shaped  at 
the  time  when  track  is  bonded,  there 
should  not  be  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
but  if  you  let  the  wires  get  down  under 
the  spikes,  of  course  the  life  of  your  wire 
is  going  to  be  short. 

I  have  also  seen  on  several  roads  where 
they  use  the  socalled  bond  wire  clamps 
which   hold   the   wire   tight  to   the  rail 
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which  prevents  the  wires  from  getting 
down  near  the  track  spikes. 

Referring  to  insalated  joints,  I  have 
noticed  many  different  kinds  of  makes 
and  different  ways  they  handle  them. 
I  have  seen  a  continuous  joint  which  has 
been  in  service  for  eleven  months  right 
next  to  a  water  tank,  always  wet,  be- 
caase  the  track  had  no  elevation  from 
the  rest  of  the  ground.  The  only  thing 
that  was  done  to  it  was  to  tamp  the  ties 
under  it,  so  I  think  this  is  an  example 
that  if  you  keep  your  track  up,  the  joints 
will  last  if  properly  put  in  at  the  time  of 
installation. 

Another  important  trouble  to  take  care 
of  is  when  your  shackle  connection  gets 
to  rubbing  against  the  switch  timbers. 
This  thing  should  be  looked  after  prompt- 
ly, as  on  our  mechanical  plant  it  makes 
that  poor  fellow  in  the  tower  pull  so 
much  harder  and  you  all  know  as  well 
as  I,  that  pulling  those  levers  for  twelve 
hours  is  not  like  getting  money  from 
home. 

There  are  many  things  of  the  same 
nature  which  I  could  mention,  which  if 
given  timely  attention,  will  eliminate  a 
lot  of  trouble  and  hard  work  on  your 
fellow  man. 

Hoping  to  see  more  of  the  interlock- 
ing men  send  in  a  little  piece  of  informa- 
tion in  the  near  future,  I  remain,  yours 
in  B.  L.  and  U.,  Chas.  Peterson. 


ties  at  a  spot  which  heaves  5  inches  at 
the  highest  point;  when  renewing  ties  a 
strip  3  inches  thick  to  be  put  in  and  other 
strips  each  side  graduating  to  1  inch,  and 
from  that  using  common  shims  to  finish. 

During  winter,  when  the  track  begins 
to  heave,  thick  strips  could  be  taken 
out  and  the  thinner  ones  moved  to  the 
center  of  heaving  pointuntil  all  the  strips 
were  taken  out.  Proceed  at  this  stage 
to  shim  each  way  from  the  point  where 
the  track  is  heaving. 

The  ballast  should  not  be  higher  than 
the  ties,  as  it  would  be  necessary  to  pick 
to  get  the  rails  down  when  you  are  re- 
moving th  e  strips.  The  track  would  have 
a  somewhat  bare  appearance  butitwoald 
look  more  business  like  than  notches, 
and  as  said  already,  would  save  the  ties, 
as  when  a  3  inch  cut  has  been  made  in 
them  they  have  to  be  changed  the  fol- 
lowing summer,  owing  to  further  cutting 
necessary  the  following  winter,  and  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  adze  more  than 
once,  not  having  sufficient  thickness  to 
allow  more  adzing  to  be  done. 

By  this  method  I  may  suggest,  time 
wotild  be  saved,  as  one  strip  which  is 
used  for  both  rails  could  be  moved  in 
about  two  seconds  while  it  takes  three 
minutes  to  adze  one  end  of  a  tie.  Yonrs 
in  B.  L.  and  U.,  Cert.  No.  11508, 


Shimming. 


In  the  Technical  Department  of  the 
Advocate  of  last  month  appears  an  ar- 
ticle on  shimming.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  what  appeared  over  my  signature 
sometime  ago  in  **The  Roadmaster  and 
Foreman's  Journal." 

I  would  suggest  that  the  proper  time 
for  shimming  track  is  the  summer,  as  it 
would  save  adzing  the  ties,  and  avoid 
the  necessity  of  renewing  them  every 
year.  This  applies  to  places  where  the 
track  heaves  from  4  to  6  inches,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  adze  the  ties  from  2  to  3 
inches  and  shim  each  side  with  3  inch 
shims. 

Now,  by  shimming  in  summer  and 
using  strips  of  lumber  of  different  thick- 
nesses, the  same  width  and  length  as  the 
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9t.  Vincent  de  Paul,  Que. 

QuMl  y  ait  des  joure  oil  un  sarcroit  de 
travail  absorbe  troutes  lea  minutes  doub 
y  passons  tons,  nons  n'avons  pas  le  temps 
de  lire,  pas  le  temps  de  r^pondre  aux 
lettres,  pas  le  temps  de  faire  les  visites, 
pas  le  temps  de  voir  ou  recevoir  des 
amis,  pas  le  temps  de  vivre  une  vie 
normale.  Je  me  demande  si  tons  ceux 
qui  me  lisent  en  ce  moment  peuvent 
croire  k  eel  a.  Ce  qne  je  sais  c'est  qu'^ 
force  de  dire  qu'on  n'a  pas  le  temps,  on 
finit  par  le  croire,  et  cependant  ce  n'est 
pas  le  temps  qui  manque,  mais  le  don  de 
savolr  I'utiliser,  de  savoir  mettre  les 
quelqnes  minutes  disponibles  k  profit. 
Ce  que  je  snis  certaine  de  dire  c'est  que 
probablement  il  doit,y  avoir  plus  que 
denx  ou  trois  personnes  qui  peuvent 
fcrire  en  fran9ais.  Bst-ce  le  temps  qui 
manqoe,  est.ce  la  volont^?  Qu'est-ce 
que  cela  peut  bien  6tre?  Voiik  la  question 
que  je  me  pose.  Ce  que  je  regrette  pour 
le  moment  c'est  de  ne  pas  6tre  f^e  pour 
de  bon,  mais  tout  de  m6me  je  ferme  les 
yenx  et  je  me  permets  de  voyager  en 
imagination.  Me  voiik  en  route.  Les 
premieres  personnes  que  je  rencontre 
sont  des  travaillants  sur  les  chemins  de 
fer;  ils  sont  quatre— le  foreman  et  trois 
hommes,  qui  travaillentcomme  de  bons 
diables  chantant  en  m6me  temps.  On 
vient  d'avoir  utoe  gprosse  temp^te,  la 
neige  est  ramass^,  par-ci,  par-Ill  des 
bancs  de  neige,  tons  les  trains  sont 
bloqu^s,  les  trains  de  passagers  sont  les 
pires,  car  il  faut  qu'&  tout  prix  ces  trains 
passent.  Le  foreman  et  ses  hommes 
travaillent  pour  qne  la  circulation  se 
fassent.  De  ces  hommes,  le  foreman 
re^oit  pour  10  heures  d'ouvrage  $2.15  et 
les  hommes  $1.65.  *'Mais,  comment  se 
fait-il,  mea  chers  amis  que  vous  ayez  ces 
prix-12u  II  me  semble  que  les  prix 
n'^taient  pas  si  elev^  il  y  a  quelques 
annfes?"  C'est  vrai,"  me  dit  le  foreman, 
**nou8  ne  recevions  qne  $1.40  pour  les 


foremen  et  $1.26  pour  les  hommes;  mais 
depuis  que  1' union  nous  protege  nous 
avons  de  meilleurs  gages  et  comme  vous 
voyez  nous  les  gagnons  bien."  **Mai8," 
leur  dit-je,  **vous  avez  dii  fitre  prot^g6s 
par  quelqu'un  afin  d'avoir  obtenu  une 
augmentation."  **Oui,"  me  disait-il, 
*'nous  payoiic  hos  redevances  chaque 
mois  k  la  socl^c^,  nous  nous  rendons 
r^uli^rement  aux  assemblies,  mais  il 
n'y  a  que  Joseph  Pasdessous  qui  ne  peut 
pas  payer,  mais  tout  de  m^me  il  re9oit 
les  ni^mes  gages  que  les  autres.  Mais, 
comment  se  fait-il  mon  cher  Monsieur 
Pasdessous,  que  vous  ne  pouvez  pas 
payer  vos  redevances,  vous  paraissez 
travailler  comme  les  autres,  pas  plus, 
vous  avez  le  m^me  salaire  tons  les  mois. 
Dites-moi  done  que  faites-vous  avec  votre 
argent?"  *  'Est-ce  que  vous  voulez  savoir 
ce  que  je  fais  avec  mon  argent,  Madame? 
Je  vais  vous  le  dire.  Je  finis  ma  journ^ 
k  six  heures  et  avant  que  je  sols  rendu  k 
la  maison,  je  coupe  le  bois,  fait  les  com- 
missions pourle  lendemain  et  j'ach^te 
tout  ce  quMl  faut  pour  les  d^penses.  Cela 
prend  tout  mon  temps,  tout  mon  argent." 
**OhI"  dit  le  foreman,  * 'Joseph  Pardes- 
sous  ne  vous  dit  pas  que  r^uliferement 
il  prend  un  coup  un  pen  fort,  il  ne  se 
vante  pas  de  tous  ses  exploits  fameux." 
**Alors,"  lui  dis-je,  **vous  n'avez  pas 
assez  d'argent  pour  payer  vos  dAs,  mais 
vous -en  avez  pour  un  petit  coup  qui  vous 
donne  le  goiit  pour  en  prendre  plusieurs 
et  alors  le  temps  passe  avec  les  sons  et 
comme  le  temps,  les  sous  ne  reviennent 
pas." 

Voyez- vous  chers  amis  ce  pauvre 
Joseph  Pardessous  qui  n'a  le  temps  pour 
rien,  ni  assister  aux  assemblies  parce- 
qu'il  a  trop  mal  k  la  t^te  et  qu'il  est  en 
retard  pour  tout.  II  se  plaint  de  tout, 
des  autres,  surtout  de  la  vie.  La  vie 
pour  lui,  c'est  d'etre  k  travailler  sans 
pr^voir  rien  pour  sa  famille  ni  pour  lui- 
mfime.  Dans  une  vie  ordonn^e  avec  in- 
telligence, il  y  a  du  temps  pour  tout  et 
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si  occupy  qae  voas  poisBiez  Hre,  yons 
devez  et  voas  pouvez  trouver  le  moyen 
de  voas  mettre  en  r^le  avec  I'cmion  qui 
fait  taut  pour  voas. 

Monsieur  Cognacq,  j'attendas  avec  an- 
xi^t^  votre  hymne  de  I'onion  qoi  a  para 
dans  le  joamal  da  mois  de  Mvrier.  Elle 
est  tr^  bien,  la  masique  est  bonne  et 
plait  mes  fillettes  qui  la  chantent  et 
I'aiment  beauooup,  elle  est  arriv^e  la 
bien- venue.  L'avez-vous  en  fenille  musi- 
eale? 

Je  dois  un  affe'ctueux  remerctment  auz 
lettres  que  j'ai  re9ue8  e.t  qui  m'ont  fait 
un  gprand  plaisir.  Voyez-vous  mes  chers 
lecteurs  et  lectrices  lorsqu'on  a  Time 
appesantie  par  les  d^boires  et  que  I'on 
rencontre  sur  votre  route  une  main  qui 
compatit  k  nos  peines,  cela  fait  supporter 
plus  facilement  la  vie  et  semble  nous 
donner  un  pen  de  courage.  Comment 
ma  r^ponse  a-t-elle  ^t^  re^ue  dans  la 
Saskatchewan?  J*en  garde  un  bon  sou- 
venir. Mercil  Avez-vous  fait  votre 
voyage  k  Montreal? 

Comment  de  personnes  vont  avoir  le 
temps  d'^crire  en  fran^ais.  Le  mois 
dernier  il  y  avait  deux  lettres.  Je  les  ai 
lu  avec  plaisir.  En  f^vrier  une  de  notre 
pr^ident,  Monsieur  A.  B.  Lowe,  et  deux 
qui  semblaient  6tre  cach^es,  mais  que 
j'ai  trouv^  en  feuilletant  le  journal. 

J'aime  k  croire  que  vous  aurez  assez 
de  patience  pour  lire  ce  que  j'^cris.  En 
vous  souhaitant  beaucoup  de  succ^, 
croyez-moi,  fraternellement, 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Chevron. 


Alfred  Station,  Ont. 

Comme  vous  avez  eu  la  bont€  de  pub- 
lier  ma  lettre  dans  1'Advocate  du  mois 
dernier,  je  vais  me  risquer  encore  et  si 
Monsieur  I'Editeur  a  la  bont^  de  me 
sacriflcier  une  toute  petite  place  dans 
les  colonnes  du  bon  vieux  Advocate,  je 
serai  heureuse.  Je  vous  assure  que  le 
journal  est  le  seul  ddsennui  que  nous 
avons  ici  k  Alfred  et  il  est  toujours  le 
bienvenu.  Je  ne  dois  pas  oublier  de 
remercier  Monsieur  le  President  de  sa 
bienveillance  et  sa  courtoisie  et  je  prie- 
rai  le  bon  Dieu  qu'il  ait  de  longues  an- 
n^es  comme  president  du  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
et  je  ferai  en  tout  temps  tout  dans  mon 


ponvoir  pour  le  d^veloppement  de  U 
soci^t6.  Je  suls  heureux  de  savoir  qae 
Monsieur  Pegg  est  mieax  et  je  souhaite 
qu'il  ait  du  suoc^  pendant  la  saison  de 
1911.  J'ai  demand^  k  mon  mari  de  yoos 
^crire,  mais  il  d^re  que  je  le  fasse  et 
que  je  vous  informe  qu'il  fait  des  efforts 
pour  que  ses  hommes  soient  assures,  at- 
tendant d'avoir  leurs  blancs  d' applica- 
tions remplis  vers  le  mois  d'avril.  II  a 
une  police  d'dssurance  pour  moi  de  |1,000 
afln  que  quand  il  menre  j'aurai  de  quo! 
vivre.  Maintenant  je  ne  veux  plus  abuser 
de  la  bont^  de  Monsieur  I'Editenr,  et  si 
cette  lettre  ^vite  le  panier,  je  reviendrai 
encore.  Esp^rant  que  le  bon  Diea  b^nirai 
le  pr^ident,  le  secretaire  et  tons  les 
membres  de  P organisation,  fraternelle- 
ment, Madame  Chas.  Brisbais. 


Alfred  Station,  Que. 

Voulez-vous  me  donner  un  petit  coin 
dans  notre  cber  vieux  Advocate?  Papa 
est  un  contre-mattre  il  me  donne  la  per- 
mission de  vous  6crire  cette  lettre  comme 
preuve  de  son  appreciation.  II  n'a  pas 
le  temps  d'^crire  lui-m^me.  Je  desire 
en  avance  remercier  Monsieur  I'Editeur 
et  le  President  Lowe  si  cette  lettre,  ma 
premise,  ^chappe  le  panier,  et  si  voas 
I'acceptez,  j'^crirai  encore.  J'ai  treize 
ans.  J'aimerais  beaucoup  6changer  des 
cartes  postales  avec  quelques  petits  amis 
des  autre  divisions.  En  vous  souhaitant 
beaucoup  de  succds  et  esp6rant  que  le 
bon  Dieu  augmentera  le  nombre  des 
membres  dans  chaque  loge,  croyez-moi, 
votre  petite  amie, 

/  Albertine  Brisbbois. 


Wauchope*  SasR. 

A  mon  grand  regn^et  je  n'ai  pn  vous 
adresser  de  corr6spondance  plus  tOt,  mais 
aujourd'hui  ]e  viens  r^parer  ce  retard  en 
vous  adressant  la  pr^sente.  Je  suis  tr^ 
surpris  de  n' avoir  pas  encore  re^u  1' Ad- 
vance Advocate  du  mois  de  mars.  Je 
n'en  puis  pressenter  les  causes;  aorait-il 
fait  fausse  route,  comme  beaucoup  de  mes 
manuscrits.  J'ai  I'^poir  que  vous  rou- 
drez  bien  me  I'envoyer  pour  figureri  ma 
collection  k  laquelle  je  tiens  beaacoap. 

Apr^s  un  hiver  tr^  froid  et  des  plus 
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p^nibles  chacnn  des  Mres  a  fait  son  de- 
voir tant  pour  lea  int^r^ts  des  oorapagnies 
poor  assurer  la  security  pabliqae ;  k  toas 
ces  d^von^  foremen  et  traokmen  je  dis: 
'*CoarageI  la  recompense  est  venue  les 
rdcompenser  de  leur  z^le.  Si  vous  vous 
soavenez  11  y  avait  quelques  lignes  que 
j'avais  adress^s  en  Janvier  et  elles 
dtaient  vraies  mais  on  m'a  adress^  une 
r^primande  paree  que  j'ai  €crit  que  nous 
n'avons  pas  re^a  de  consideration  des 
officiels. 

Ayant  ve9U  dans  un  milieu  de  dis- 
cipline et  de  respect  je  ne  puis  laisser 
passer  ces  abus  sans  les  montrer.  Mais 
que  voulez-vous  je  parle  comme  j'^cris, 
la  v^rite?  Bien  des  ingrats  a  I'heure  que 
je  trace  ces  lignes  seront  convaincus  que 
notre  union  n'est  pas  une  fumisterie;  si 
aajourd'hui  nous  profitons  de  $2.90  et  |2 
k  qui  le  devons-nous? 

Si  une  modeste  somme  de  |9.50  par  an 
vers^e  a  I'union  vous  semble  trop  lourde, 
ne  regrettez  pas  de  la  donner  correcte- 
ment,  pour  maintenir  nos  bienfaiteurs 
de  rorganisation ;  que  ceux-la  d^tour- 
ment  leurs  regards  des  endroits  ruineux 
(Les  Bars)  et  ils  verront  que  cette  mince 
redevance  assurdra  la  s^curite  de  leurs 
int^rfits.  Je  termine  en  vous  priant 
d'aecepter  Passurance  de  ma  sincere 
fraternity.  P.  Cognacq. 


Warroad,  Minn. 


Ju  iszow  czyryz  C.  N.  By.  Dorohu  wid 
czasu  do  czasu  and  Bakato  Takych  ye 
Szczo  ajak  Ajunijon  man  Pryjde  Pytaje 
sie  ajeko  czy  win  wpyszysie  do  ajuniji  a 
win  nawit  ny  wobzywajesie  Kazy  szczo 
mij  no  understand  English  win  Bozumije 
aty  win  tak  wdaje  Koby  sie  sbuw  ajeko 
Bo  cbotowik  sbidnije  czyzez  Iziat  Dol- 
lariw  ajak  sie  wpyszy  do  ajieniji  Koby 
Kolega  ajeko  nadijszow  chody  Braty 
wozimen  sy  Kyczka  Pywa  To  win  do 
Toho  all  right  win  ny  Stojit  aby  Hotel- 
nykowy  daw  i  10  Dollariev  a  do  ajuniji 
Kazy  czczo  To  nidoczoho  hroszi  zadumo 
Dajemo  Kasy  yak  pid  Bilszyt  Platie  To 
mu  To  Bude  i  myni  ny  Czykaj  Braty  no 
nelso  aty  wozmit  sie  Brati  Keepy  To 
8ZCZOS  Stoko  Budy  wy  syse  samy  Brati 
znajety  sczo  czym  Bilsry  holosiw  To  Tym 
lipszy  a  Diwidsie  na  Druhi  Konduktori  i 


Brycmany  i  Kuzdi  ajak  wany  Keepy  sie 
Trymaju  jednoho  Takaho  nyma  my 
zynymy  aby  win  ny  buw  w  juniji  Lazy 
win  Takoz  ny  znaje  ajak  zadowho  win 
Bude  roby w  Bo  znaszych  Bratiw  aje  La 
Kych  Bakato  Py  tojsie  ajeko  czy  sie  wpy- 
szy do  ajieniji  a  win  Kazy  szczo  Bude 
Kwituwatysie  za  5  aba  6  misiaciw  Ta  To 
Brati  nichto  slubu  ny  wsiew  Toj  ny 
wozmy  z  robotow  aty  syse  Samy  Brati 
mosyty  znoty  ajak  szczos  Wyprowujemo 
hidnoho  To  Bude  dla  Drukych  adywidsie 
Tomu  9  lit  ajak  Companij&  Platyta  po 
125  awony  ajak  sie  wbymaty  Strajchu- 
waty  i  distaty  Toho  szczo  chtity  aty  per 
Brati  myznow  distanym  i  sy  wozmit  do 
hotowy  wid  seho  czasu  na  mitynk  ajak 
nymozyty  szczo  misiecie  ajechaty  To 
ckoo  szczo  diva  misiaci  ajidty  czujty 
szczo  sie  w  siviti  dije  i  Pry wuczajty  sybe 
i  drukoko  ajak  szczo  maje  Buty  Bo  aje 
takyck  Bahato  znaszyck  Bretiw  kazy  e 
myni  toho  treba  aje  koby  Paru  dolariw 
zarobyw  Brati  dobry  i  hroszi  maty  aty 
dobzy  szczos  czuty  i  znaty  i  druhych 
Pry  wuczaty  tak  sie  swit  Brati  maejelazy 
dievidsie  wstarim  Kraju  czo  tak  narid 
chody  t  nysko  Bo  sie  kupy  ny  choczy 
try  maty  Pany  i  zydy  wysoko  chodiet  a 
narid  sie  Bojit  wabizwaty  taj  tu  by  tak 
Buto  lamy  yak  by  narid  sie  kupy  ny 
tryman  Buto  by  ste  wroboti  i  wsiuda 
rods  bysmo  wezuty  wid  Bratiw  mozy  ty 
Pysaty  szczo  misiecie  do  seji  knyszky  1 
buwojty  zdorocvi  naj  pan  bih  wam  zdo- 
rowle  hodyt  i  waszym  gitiom  i  hroszyj 
zazobyty  ajak  naj  Bilszy.  Yours  in  B.  L. 
and  U.,  F.  H.  Fljozdal, 

General  Chairman. 


Pberb  Gideon  Mailhot  a  €crit  une 
lettre  pour  P  Advance  Advocate  du 
mois  de  mars,  page  212.  Par  erreur  le 
journal  dit  qu'il  a  travaill^  trois  ans 
comme  contre-maitre  au  lieu  de  vingt- 
trois.  Fr^re  Mailhot  a  ^t^  sur  le  D.,  S. 
S.  &  A.  environ  vingt-cinq  ans,  vingt- 
trois  ans  comme  contre-maitre.  II  a  eu 
beaucoup  de  succ^s  et  il  est  bien  aim^ 
par  ses  camarades  dans  le  service. 


Si  votre  voisin  n'est  pas  un  membre 
de  I'Ordre,  montrez-lui  les  bienfaits  qui 
y  provient  et  que  par  ce  moyen  il  joint 
I'organisation. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
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Canaan,  N.  H. 

Dear  sisters:  I  was  very  pleased  to 
note  the  many  interesting  letters  in  the 
April  Advocate  from  the  sisters  and 
members  of  their  families.  Our  journal 
seems  to  be  growing  in  interest  each 
month. 

Sister  Jenness  will  be  ready  to  send  out 
the  new  constitution  as  soon  as  she  re- 
ceives a  list  of  the  officers  and  members 
for  each  lodge.  The  names  should  be 
written  very  plainly  in  order  that  no 
mistake  may  be  made  in  copying  them 
to  the  charter.  Only  the  names  of  the 
members  in  good  standing  will  be  in- 
cluded in  the  list,  so  all  the  secretaries 
should  make  a  special  effort  to  get  the 
dues  collected  from  the  members  in  or- 
der that  their  charter  may  be  as  well 
filled  as  is  possible. 

I  hope  that  the  officers  of  the  different 
lodges  will  take  pains  to  study  up  the 
work  of  our  ritual  and  familiarize  them, 
selves  with  its  works  and  teachings. 

Extra  copies  of  the  constitution  may 
b  3  ordered  at  any  time  from  our  grand 
secretary-treasurer.  The  ode  cards  will 
f  3rwarded  within  a  few  days  to  the  sev- 
eral secretaries. 

A  goodly  numberof  Grand  Lodge  mem- 
bers have  all  sent  their  dues  to  Sister 
Jenness  but  a  number  yet  remain  un- 
heard from.  Will  they  not  kindly  for- 
ward them  to  her  as  soon  as  convenient? 

Sister  Br'ennan,  secretary-treasurer  of 
Queen  City  Lodge  of  Bangor  writes  me 
that  her  lodge  is  to  have  a  social  after 
Easter,  to  raise  funds  for  their  lodge. 
I  am  arranging  to  send  Queen  City  lodge 
an  article  to  bedisposed  of  at  their  social, 
as  a  gift  from  me  with  my  compliments, 
and  I  hope  our  newest  lodge  will  prove 
herself  to  be  a  veritable  "Queen"  among 
us. 

West  Concord  Lodge  No.  78  of  the 
Brotherhood  is  to  celebrate  its  anniver- 
sary on  the  evening  of  May  4,  and  have 


notified  the  sisters  of  Capitol  Lodge  to 
furnish  the  supper  on  that  evening.  We 
hold  our  regular  meeting  next  Saturday 
when  we  shall  decide,  and  if  favorable, 
make  our  arrangements,  so  in  my  next 
letter  I  will  write  you  all  about  the  affair 
and  the  excellent  time  we  bad,  which  I 
am  sure  we  will  enjoy. 

Brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Intercolo- 
nial and  Prince  Edward  Island  Railways 
are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  raise 
in  wages  which  have  been  granted  on 
their  line  and  which  means  so  much  to 
us  all.  The  other  roads  which  are  now 
endeavoring  to  secure  their  rights  have 
my  best  wishes  for  their  success. 

Brother  Turner  told  me  when  I  was  at 
Houlton  that  he  was  not  expecting  bat 
that  there  might  be  a  possibility  of  some 
discussion  before  they  receive  favorable 
terms  from  the  Bangor  and  Aroostook, 
so  I  presume  the  good  brothers  are  wait- 
ing with  patience. 

In  my  last  letter  a  mistake  was  made 
in  stating  I  met  Brother  and  Sister  Wise. 
It  was  Brother  and  Sister  Rogers  instead 
and  a  pleasant  interview  was  the  rule 
as  stated  before. 

I  am  always  glad  to  receive  a  letter 
from  any  of  the  sisters  and  brothers,  and  • 
any  suggestions  for  the  good  of  the  0^ 
der  at  any  time  will  be  gratefully  re- 
ceived and  given  full  consideration. 
With  kindest  regards  to  all,  I  am,  fra- 
ternally yours  in  L.,  F.  and  T., 

CoBA  B.  Smith. 


Mapleton,  Me. 


It  has  been  a  long  time  since  I  wrote 
to  the  dear  old  Advocate,  but  I  have 
been  too  cold  and  a  little  bit  lasy  to 
write.  I  like  to  read  the  letters  just  as 
well  as  ever,  especially  those  from  Maine. 
Mrs.  Forbes,  your  poem  was  all  right, 
and  if  every  one  heeded  it,  it  would  pat 
money  in  every  pocket.  I  hear  that  our 
committee  is  in  Bangor  arranging  a  new 
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ftohedale  for  1911,  and  I  hope  that  it  will 
be  sQCcessfol. 

We  have  a  few  backsliders  on  the  Ban- 
gor and  Aroostook.  They  must  have  a 
mighty  poor  opinion  of  themselves.  I 
know  that  the  Brotherhood  men  have. 
We  consider  them  a  trifle  better  than 
common  thieves.  A  man  who  can  work 
with  union  men  and  know  they  are  pay- 
ing^ their  dues  and  assessments  to  keep 
the  wages  up,  and  then  for  them  to  gob- 
ble the  profit  earned  by  an  honest  man's 
money  must  be — well,  I  have  no  name 
I  can  think  of  that  will  do  them  justice, 
but  do  not  get  discouraged,  brothers,  you 
have  a  clear  conscience  and  that  is  more 
than  any  backslider  can  have. 

I  enjoy  reading  the  letters  of  Mrs. 
Byrd,  also  those  from  Mrs.  Dorey,  and  I 
agree  with  her  that  we  have  had  our 
share  of  winter  and  no  mistake.  We  are 
hoping  that  Brother  Stout  will  make  us 
a  call  some  time  this  spring.  Why  does 
not  **A  Foreman's  Wife"  from  Washing- 
ton County  send  a  letter  oftener  to  the 
journal?  She  used  to  write  nice  long 
letters ;  also  Mr.  Merrill  from  Green  Lake. 
When  you  get  another  opportunity,  come 
to  Aroostook  County  and  see  the  potato 
fields  in  blossom.  Our  county  is  rightly^ 
called  the  **Garden  of  Maine."  With 
best  wishes,  I  remain,  yours  truly, 

Mrs.  O.  H.  Pbttenqill. 


South   Danbury,   N.  H. 

Well,  dear  readers,  I  will  try  to  write 
a  few  lines  for  the  Adyocatb,  as  I  have 
not  been  able  to  for  the  past  few  issues. 
I  am  not  very  well  yet;  cannot  do  any- 
thing around  the  house  as  yet.  We  have 
had  a  long,  cold  winter  and  a  great 
amount  of  sickness  here,  but  not  as  cold 
as  Sister  Humphrey  told  us  of  in  her 
letter.  Her  letter  was  very  interesting 
to  me  as  also  were  many  others. 

I  see  quite  a  number  of  writers  in  the 
journal  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Auxil- 
iary, and  I  would  liko  to  have  them  join 
and  help  us  in  any  way  they  can.  Every 
little  bit  helps. 

The  new  charters  have  come  at  last, 
$1  each.  Also  the  new  rituals  and  con- 
stitutions, and  I  have  sent  them  out  to 
all  the  lodges.     If  any  fail  to  get  them 


please  let  me  know.  Grand  Lodge  mem- 
bers who  have  no  secretary  to  look  you 
up,  don't  fail  to  send  in  your  dues  for 
1911. 

Sisters,  make  your  meetings  as  pleas- 
ant as  possible.  Every  few  meetings  we 
have  a  program  and  light  refreshments 
and  we  have  a  nice  lodge  with  nearly  50 
members  who  take  an  interest  and  are 
ready  to  do  anything  wanted. 

The  brothers  have  their  anniversary 
next  month  and  the  Auxiliary  id  to  fur- 
nish supper.  Let  us  inake  it  as  pleasant 
as  we  can.  Sisters,  take  hold  and  help 
your  husbands.  See  that  his  dues  are 
paid  and  try  to  have  him  attend  the 
meetings  as  much  as  possible,  for  if  they 
don't,  they  lose  interest  and  the  first 
thing  we  know  they  will  be  away  back 
with  their  dues. 

What  has  become  of  Sister  Byrd?  Her 
letters  have  been  missing  in  the  Adyo- 
catb. I  have  written,  her  two  letters 
but  have  received  no  reply  and  I  am 
afraid  she  is  sick. 

Well,  I  will  close  for  this  time  by  wish- 
ing the  Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary  every 
success.    Yours  in  L.,  F.  and  T., 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Jenness. 


Ogeechee,  Ga. 

As  I  am  feeling  lonesome  and  blue  this 
dreary  day,  I  will  endeavor  to  write  a 
few  lines  to  the  dear  old  Advocate  and 
chase  away  dull  care.  Do  not  think  my 
time  could  be  spent  in  a  better  task. 

The  long  days  started  on  April  1,  and 
my  husband  is  away  from  home  from  6 
a.  m.  until  6  p.  ra.,  which  is  really  too 
long  for  any  man  to  work.  I  vote  for 
the  eight  hour  system  and  believe  that 
it  would  be  better  for  all  parties  con- 
cerned. I  believe  the  laborers  could  do 
fully  as  much  work  in  eight  hours  as 
they  now  do  in  twelve,  for  when  they 
went  out  in  the  morning  they  would  not 
have  their  lips  poked  out  thinking  of  the 
long  eleven  hours  of  hard  work  before 
them.  I  am  sure  if  we  had  the  eight 
hour  system  we  would  see  them  go  out 
with  a  skip  and  daneo  to  their  work. 
They  would  go  at  it  with  a  vim. 

The  Grim  Reaper,  Death,  has  visited 
our  family  circle  just  a  month  ago  and 
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carried  away  my  brother's  wife,  one  of 
the  dearest,  sweetest  women  I  ever 
knew  and  above  all  she  was  a  devout 
Christian.  She  was  loved  by  all  who 
knew  her  and  was  an  ideal  wife  and 
mother.  She  was  always  seeking  to  do 
good  for  others,  and  while  it  is  so  sad  to 
give  her  up,  there  is  such  a  sweet  con- 
solation in  thinking  of  the  beautiful  life 
she  led  and  the  bright  shining  path  she 
left  for  us  to  follow.  She  left  one  little 
child,  a  boy,  who  was  his  mother's  idol. 
She  left  him  in  my  care.  Her  last  words 
to  me  were  concerning  her  child,  who  is 
only  three  years  old,  and  I  ask  all  who 
may  read  this  to  join  me  in  earnest 
prayer  that  I  may  succeed  in  training 
him  to  walk  in  the  open  shining  path  we 
thought  his  mother  left  for  him  to  tread, 
so  that  he  may  some  day  be  clasped 
again  to  his  angel  mother's  bosom,  whom 
I  feel  sure  is  safe  in  the  arms  of  Jesus. 

I  better  stop  for  this  time  as  my  letter 
is  getting  too  long.  With  my  best  wish- 
es to  all  and  success  to  the  Broth erhbod 
and  to  the  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  C.  a.  Boatri«ht. 


Caron,   SasK. 


Just  an  Easter  greeting  to  all  the  Ad- 
vocate readers,  contributors  and  work- 
ers of  the  Brotherhood  audits  helpmate, 
the  Ladies*  Auxiliary.  May  all  good 
blessings  be  yours  at  this  glad  Eastertide. 

I  saw  by  Grand  President  Smith's  let- 
ter that  her  trip,  or  the  net  results  of 
the  trip  did  not  quite  come  up  to  her  ex- 
pectations. We  cannot  see  in  the  future 
or  measure  the  good  accomplished  by 
such  missionary  work.  The  seed  sown 
may  bear  a  rich  harvest  at  some  later 
time,  so  do  not  be  discouraged  Sister 
Smith.  You  have  at  least  the  assurance 
of  a  duty  'faithfully  performed.  The 
Auxiliary  so  far,  is  certainly  doing  well. 
*'Slow  but  sure  wins  the  race."  It  is 
better  than  a  mushroom  growth  which 
springs  up  rapidly  and  disappears  or 
dwindles  away  just  as  quickly,  just  as 
quickly  as  the  lodges,  (many  of  them) 
which  were  instituted  but  never  held  a 
meeting  under  the  old  regime.  It  is 
always  more  difficult  to  get  a  lodge  start- 
ed the  second  time,  because  people  are 


human  and  are  apt  to  lose   faith  in  or- 
ganization. 

We  were  so  sorry  to  hear  of  Sister 
Jenness  being  ill,  but  trust  that  she  has 
fully  recovered  ere  this. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  appreeii- 
tion  of  the  many  interesting^  letters  in 
this  April  Advocate  just  to  hand,  but 
will  only  mention  the  ones  by  Mrs.  Eu- 
gene B.  HeaVd,  re  the  S.  A.  L.  Railway 
free  library  system,  which  must  be  a 
gpreat  boon  to  the  employes,  and  if  all 
railways  could  be  induced  to  emulate 
the  example  set  by  the  S.  A.  L.,  it  would 
be  a  grand  thing,  especially  for  employes 
living  in  isolated  places  or  on  the  prairie. 
Also  letters  from  Mi*s.  Velma  Forbes 
Mrs.  Chas.  Lovell.  A  Well  Wisher,  M's. 
T.  Humphrey  of  Parkbeg,  who  has  al- 
ways been  one  of  our  most  pouplar  con- 
tributors to  the  Advocate. 

Say,  wasn't  that  an  awful  loss  of  life 
in  the  shirtwaist  factory  in  New  York? 
One  hundred  and  forty- two  lives  lost  be 
side  those  who  died  of  injuries  later  on. 
The  building  was  a  death  trap;  no  fire 
escape,  doors  opening  to  the  inside  and 
the  floors  covered  with  inflammable  ma- 
terial. It  is  heart  rending  to  read  of  the 
awful  suffering  of  the  victims.  Surely 
.  therJB  is  retribution  in  store  for  the  em- 
ployers who  were  so  careless  in  regard 
to  the  safety,  welfare  and  comfort  of 
those  toiling  to  eke  out  a  scanty  exist- 
ence, while  they  are  amassing  huge 
fortunes  for  those  same  factory  owners. 

The  only  way  possible  to  amend  the 
dangers  of  insanitary  conditions  under 
which  thousands  are  compelled  to  work 
is  by  the  united  and  intelligent  effort  of 
the  toilers.  The  manufacturer  must 
have  the  worker.  The  one  class  is  not 
independent  of  the  other.  One  sells  his 
product,  and  the  other  his  labor,  both 
at  the  largest  possible  price,  so  let  the 
workers  band  get  together  and  deter- 
mine to  work  under  the  the  best  possible 
conditions  and  this  vast  overcrowding, 
unsafe  and  insanitary  condition  inll 
soon  disappear. 

It  takes  a  long  time  to  educate  some 
people  to  the  idea  of  organization,  even 
in  our  own  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  There  are 
many  who  take  no  interest  and  have  no 
(jesire  to  share  the  success  of  pioneering 
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this  grand  work.  However,  it  is  coming. 
The  past  few  years  have  seen  great 
changes,  and  no  where  are  these  more 
noticeable  than  right  here  on  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific  where  the  rate  of  pay  has 
been  almost  doubled,  also  the  privileges 
and  conditions  of  service,  but  so  have 
the  duties  and  responsibilities.  With 
the  advent  of  the  settler,  the  railway 
traffic  and  volume  of  trade  is  bound  to 
increase  the  duties  of  the  employes,  still 
there  is  a  dearth  of  eligible  men  for  the 
position  of  foreman.  Many  of  the  old 
gnards  who  held  fort  before  the  strike 
ten  years  ago  have  either  retired  or  gone 
into  business  for  themselves,  but  they 
have  worthy  successors  to  prosecute  the 
work  so  well  begun. 

I  extend  my  sincere  sympathy  to  those 
who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  loved  ones 
and  trust  the  ailing  ones  may  soon  be 
restored  to  health.  We  are  deeply 
grieved  to  hear  of  the  illness  of  Mrs. 
Jos.  McLellan,  of  Winnipeg,  who  is 
a  most  estimable  woman,  Idnd  and  hos- 
pitable. 

Permit  me  to  offer  thanks  to  those  who 
sent  me  souvenir  cards  on  the  17th  of 
March.  I  appreciate  their  kindness  very 
mach  and  trust  that  the  ones  sent  in  re- 
turn reached  their  various  destinations 
in  safety. 

And  now  we  have  just  heard  that  the 
0.  P.  R.  has  accepted  the  award  which 
has  been  so  long  delayed.  This  means  a 
very  substantial  increase  for  the  men, 
and  we  expect  that  by  the  time  this  ap- 
pears in  print  that  the  C.  N.  R.  will  have 
done  likewise.  This  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.  Keep  it  up,  boys,  and  accept 
our  congratulations.  With  best  wishes 
for  the  future  success  all  around,  yours 
for  greater  progress,  M.  J.  Scott. 


Columbus  Grove,  O. 

Hello,  dear  old  Advocate  I  I  will  try 
my  luck  again.  I  did  not  see  my  last 
letter;  perhaps  I  was  late  and  that  is  the 
reason  it  did  not  appear  in  the  February 
issue,  but  I  hope  to  see  this  letter  in  the 
next  issue. 

We  are  living  in  a  very  nice  place  and 
own  our  own  home.  We  have  a  nice 
garden.    The  street  cars  run  in  front  of 


our  door  and  the  next  best  thing  is  that 
our  Advocate  is  delivered  right  to  the 
door.  My  husband  is  a  Brotherhood  man 
and  he  thinks  there  is  nothing  as  nice  as 
the  Brotherhood.  He  keeps  his  dues  paid 
up  and  is  going  to  make  an  effort  to  at- 
tend the  meetings  of  his  lodge  more  reg- 
ularly.   He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  67. 

We  like  to  read  the  many  letters  from 
the  brothers  and  sisters.  Sometimes  I 
get  lonesome.  Often  when  I  am  lone- 
some I  pick  up  my  Advocate  and  when 
I  read  the  bright,  interesting  letters  con- 
tained in  it  I  forget  all  about  being  lone- 
some. 

I  would  like  very  much  to  see  the  pic- 
tures of  our  section  gang  in  the  journal. 
They  are  a  good  bunch  of  Brotherhood 
men  and  I  know  that  my  husband  would 
enjoy  seeing  it.  I  hope  the  editor  will 
correct  any  mistakes  I  have  made  and 
publish  this  and  I  will  try  and  do  better 
next  time.  With  kind  regards  to  the 
Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary,  I  am, 

Mrs.  Mattib  Chapfin. 


VanwycK,  8.  C. 

I  hardly  know  what  to  say  today  that 
would  interest  the  journal  readers.  I  am 
feeling  somewhat  blue,  as  my  husband 
has  gone  away  to  Georgia  to  see  his 
mother,  who  has  been  very  sick.  I 
wonder  how  many  of  you  are  enjoying 
April  Pool's  day?  I  have  been  the  re- 
cipient of  several  cards  that  are  very 
interesting,  more  especially  when  you 
do  not  know  from  whom  or  where  they 
came. 

Well,  as  April  is  passing  along,  we 
will  have  to  start  on  a  new  subject.  The 
negpro  laborers  on  the  S.  A.  L.  receive 
$1  per  day  from  this  date,  and  how  do 
the  get  it?  We  will  say  because  the 
company  is  going  to  pay  it  to  them. 
Well,  that  is  it,  but  is  it?  Let  us  ask 
ourselves  why  it  is  that  the  company  is 
going  to  pay  them.  Is  it  because  of  the 
Brotherhood  or  because  of  the  men  who 
are  voting  the  same  ticket?  Well,  now, 
what  men  do  we  mean?  Why,  of  course, 
it  is  the  men  who  believe  in  fair  treat- 
ment, the  men  who  want  to  give  the 
company  the  best  service  and  want  the 
company   to  respect  them    as   men    of 
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honor.  There  was  a  time  when  the  rail- 
way company  looked  at  their  section 
foremen  as  they  now  do  on  colored  la- 
borers, bat  the  foremen  have  been  grad- 
ually working  away  from  their  old  con- 
ditions inch  by  inch,  and  now  the  question 
is.  How  did  they  do  it?  Was  it  not  that 
they  stuck  together  and  gave  the  com- 
pany the  best  they  had  in  their  brain 
pan  and  muscle  and  asked  to  be  treated 
in  a  proper  manner?  The  company  will 
have  to  pay  first-class  wages  for  first- 
class  work  or  second-class  wages  for 
second-class  labor,  and  there  is  not  a 
railway  company  but  wants  first-class 
men,  and  they  are  going  to  have  them, 
even  if  it  takes  a  better  salary  to  get 
them,  because  they  are  men  themselves 
and  realize  that  a  good  man  is  always 
worth  his  hire. 

I  would  like  to  hear  from  our  sisters 
along  the  S.  A.  L.  as  to  what  they  think 
of  forming  branches  of  the  Ladies'  Aux- 
iliary. I  think  we  should  have  a  lodge 
on  each  division  and  meet  at  the  same 
time  and  place  as  the  Brotherhood  lodges 
do.  We  could  learn  and  see  more  of 
each  other  and  correspond  bne  with  the 
other.  I  have*  never  had  too  many  cor- 
respondents in  my  life.  I  am  writing 
quite  a  lot  of  letters  now,  but  I  will  be 
more  than  pleased  to  exchange  post 
cards  or  letters  with  as  many  as  will 
write  to  me.  I  think  I  have  made  this 
letter  sufficiently  long,  so  will  stop  for 
this  time.  Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and 
Ladies'  Auxiliary  every  success,  I  am, 
yours  truly,  Lucy  Savage. 


ElRin,  N.  C. 

As  my  letter  escaped  the  waste  basket 
last  month,  I  will  write  another.  I  do 
enjoy  reading  letters  from  the  writers 
to  the  Advocate,  and  especially  those 
of  Sister  Cora  B.  Smith  and  Bro.  T.  J. 
O'Donnell.  We  are  having  some  real 
cold  weather  here  in  North  Carolina 
and  it  makes  me  want  to  be  in  the  sunny 
land  of  Florida.  I  am  not  a  member  of 
the  Auxiliary,  because  we  have  not  one 
formed  hero  yet.  I  would  so  much  love 
to  be  a  member  and  help  the  good  work 
along.  My  brother  is  planning  to  go  to 
his  lodge  the  fourth  Sunday.     He  does 


Edinburgh  Va. 


Seeing  so  many  nice  letters  from  tlie 
boys  and  girls  this  month,  I  thought  1 
would  write  a  few  lines,  too.  This  is  my 
first  attempt  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Ad- 
vocate and  I  hope  the  editor  will  cor- 
rect any  mistakes.  My  father  is  a  sec- 
tion foreman  and  a  Brotherhood  man. 
I  have  one  brother  and  one  sister.  I  an 
15  years  of  age  and  go  to  school  every 
day  and  am  in  the  seventh  grade.  Our 
school  closes  the  3d  of  May.  I  would 
like  to  exchange  post  cards  with  any  of 
the  boys  and  girls.  Wishing  the  Broth- 
erhood every  success,  I  remain, 

Mabel  Evanb. 


Kenosha,   Wis. 


As  I  have  seen  so  many  nice  letters 
from  the  boys  and  girls  I  will  try  and 
write  one  myself,  if  the  editor  will  pat 
it  in  print  and  the  other  boys  and  girls 
will  allow  me  to  join  their  circle.  My 
father  is  a  section  foreman  on  Bain  Junc- 
tion on  the  C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  and  he  be- 
longs to  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  £.  and  thinks 
it  a  grand  Order.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
safety  committee. 

I  go  to  school  every  day,  am  11  years 
of  age,  and  am  in  the  sixth  and  part  of 
the  seventh  grades.  As  this  is  my  first 
attempt  to  write  for  the  Advocate  I  will 
close  before  making  my  letter  too  long. 
Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and  Ladies' 
Auxiliary  every  success,  respectfully 
yours,  Alma  Mathkws. 


not  get  a  chance  to  go  to  all  the  meet- 
ings, as  it  is  about  ninety  miles  from 
here  to  the  place  where  the  lodge  meets. 
The  foremen  on  this  road  are  lookmg 
forward  to  another  raise  in  their  wages, 
and  I  think  they  deserve  it.  This  is 
what  the  Order  is  doing.  I  think  that 
all  the  foremen  should  be  in  the  union 
and  should  work  for  the  welfare  of  each 
other.  I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have 
been  so  kind  as  to  send  me  cards.  I  ap- 
preciate them  so  much.  I  will  close  by 
asking  the  editor  to  please  use  the  best 
of  this  letter.  Who  said  stop?  With  love 
and  best  wishes  to  one  and  all,  I  am, 
sincerely  yours, 

Fanny  Holdbrfield. 
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Dane.  Ont. 

It  hat  been  a  long  time  sinoe  I  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  Advooatb,  and  I  thought 
it  time  I  shoold  drop  a  few  lines  to  let 
yon  know  that  I  have  not  forgotten  yon. 
Papa  and  his  men  have  all  paid  up  their 
does  and  I  am  glad  that  they  are  all  still 
in  the  union.  Papa  and  his  men  have 
very  bard  work  on  the  track  now  as 
spring  la  here  and  their  track  is  very 
roagh. 

We  have  had  a  lot  of  stormy  weather 
the  last  few  days,  but  today  it  is  a  little 
better.  I  have  received  a  great  many 
letters  and  cards  from  the  readers  of  the 
Advocate.  I  hope  the  editor  will  print 
this  and  I  will  come  again.  Wishing 
everyone  great  success,  I  am,  as  ever, 
LiLA  Stxjbinski. 


North  Kenovm,  O. 


Dear  readers  of  the  Advocate:  I 
thought  I  would  write  a  letter  to  the  dear 
old  journal  for  the  first  time.  My  father 
works  on  the  N.  &  W.  Ry.  and  has  been 
working  on  it  for  ten  years.  I  have  two 
brothers  and  three  sisters.  I  am  18  years 
of  age.  There  are  seven  in  oar  family. 
We  have  been  living  here  eight  years 
and  three  months.  We  have  a  pretty 
[>Iace  in  the  summer  time  and  live  in  a 
^ery  good  house.  The  only  fault  I  find 
n  living  here  is  the  railroad  is  too  close, 
>at  it  is  nice  after  all.  I  must  close  this 
etter  and  leave  space  for  a  more  inter- 
esting writer,  but  if  this  is  printed,  I 
nil  come  again.    Alice  L.  AndersoK. 


WoodstocR,  N.  B. 


I  am  still  alive  and  on  deck,  and  after 
aving  read  the  letters  in  the  last  issue 
f  the  Advocate,  will  try  to  scribble  a 
)w  lines  for  the  May  number  but  hardly 
now  how  to  begin,  my  head  is  aching 
:>  badly  today.  I  am  just  getting  over 
billions  attack. 

I  spent  Easter  Saturday  and  Sunday 
ii>ed;  my  only  food  being  peptonized 
lilk,  no  bam  nor  eggs  forme.  No,  thank 
ou,  but  I  am  going  to  feast  on  them 
hen  I  get  better. 
J  went  to  St.  Johns  with  Mr.  Dorey, 


as  he  was  having  a  meeting,  and  we  vis- 
ited Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo.  Kirkpatrick  and 
remained  with  them  while  in  the  city 
and  enjoyed  their  hospitality  very  much. 
They  have  a  beautiful  home  and  know 
how  to  make  people  welcome  who  visit 
them.  Mr.  Kirk  is  a  strong  union  man. 
Long  may  he  live  to  aid  the  good  cause. 
Mrs.  Kirk's  heart  is  in  the  right  place. 
Long  will  I  remember  her  hospitality. 

While  the  men  were  at  their  lodge 
meeting,  we  called  on  Mrs.  Turnbull  and 
she  was  surprised  to  see  me.  She  also 
made  us  very  welcome  and  we  spent  a 
very  pleasant  evening,  returning  just  as 
the  men  came  from  their  lodge  room. 

Mr.  Dorey  is  having  meetings  all  along 
the  line,  at  St.  Qeorge,  MacAdams  Jet  , 
St.  Johns  and  up  the  line  as  far  as  Ed- 
monton. Now  everyone  sit  up  and  take 
notice.'  The  men  got  a  little  more  pay, 
only  just  a  little.  The  men  who  bore 
the  heat  of  summer  and  cold  and  stormy 
weather  of  winter,  the  bridge  men  who 
stood  in  mid  air  during  the  cold  and 
stormy  weather  and  section  men  who 
have  dug  and  dealt  for  years  for  starva- 
tion wages  and  now  they  are  getting  a 
little  more  pay.  The  great  and  good 
officials  have  granted  them  a  Utile  more 
but  they  have  repented  of  their  rash  act 
and  are  going  to  cut  down  expenses  by 
lengthening  the  sections,  taking  the 
cooks  out  of  the  ears  and  doing  all  sorts 
of  things  to  make  amends  for  their  rash 
act.  Poor  men,  they  who  live  on  the 
fat  of  the  land  and  who  lean  back  in  their 
cushioned  chairs  with  their  feet  perched 
on  the  stool  to  be  'more  comfortable 
while  they  reckon  up  their  profits.  Much 
they  know  about  the  working  classes. 
It  is  a  queer  world  surely.  The  devil 
must  laugh  but  there  is  no  mirth  in  his 
laugh,  only  a  grin  and  a  wink  from  the 
eye. 

Ask  a  section  man  if  he  is  going  to 
have  an  Easter  holiday  and  he  will 
answer  you:  No,  I  am  trying  to  get  my 
section  in  repair.  And  they  are  getting 
them,  and  have  been  ever  since  I  was 
interested  in  them  and  that  is  some  25 
years  ago,  and  they  cannot  leave  their 
sections  even  for  a  day. 

When  I  ask  an  old  man  if  he  knows 
very  many  bridge  men  he  answers :  No, 
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they  all  died  long  ago  from  cold  and 
hardships  and  their  families  left  to  want 
if  they  coald  not  work.  Few  of  the  old 
men  carried  insurance  becanse  they  coald 
not  afford  to  pay  the  premium  on  the 
policy  or  keep  it  paid  up. 
'  Dig  in  good  men  and  pay  your  dues. 
Stick  to  the  union,  your  oply  chance. 
'Buckle  up  your  belts,  lace  up  your  shoes, 
hold  up  your  heads  and  step  forward. 
There  are  no  Jerries  in  the  world  today 
unless  they  think  so.  Yours  with  best 
wishes  for  success, 

Mrs.  Laura  Dorey. 


Stevens  Point,  Wis. 

I  have  seen  so  many  letters  in  the  dear 
old  Advocate,  written  by  little  girls, 
so  I  could  not  resist  the  temptation  to 
Write  also.  As  this  is  the  first  letter 
that  I  have  written  to  the  journal,  I  will 
only  write  a  few  lines.  I  am  thirteen 
years  old  and  I  go  to  school  and  am  in 
the  eighth  grade.  I  have  three  sisters 
older  than  myself  and  one  brother.  My 
papa  is  a  section  man  and  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 

I  would  be  glad  to  exchange  post  cards 
with  the  readers  of  the  journal.  I  live 
in  Stevens  Point  and  think  it  is  quite  a 
nice  place.  We  are  having  very  nice 
weather  here  now.  I  have  an  organ  and 
can  play  real  well  on  it.  Will  close  for 
this  time,  wishing  the  Brotherhood  great 
success.    Yours  truly, 

Lena  Hautzinqer, 
502  Jefferson  St. 


reading  the  nice  letters  in  the  jounial. 
We  had  a  great  deal  of  rainy  weather 
out  here  this  spring.  I  hope  the  editor 
will  correct  all  my  mistakes  and  I  will 
come  again.    Sincerely  yours, 

Etta  Mae  Pebdine. 


Norton,  Va, 


Hello!  Here  I  come  again.  I  thought 
I  would  drop  a  line  or  two,  as  I  do  not 
gee  very  many  letters  from  any  one  on 
this  end  of  our  division,  so  I  will  make 
a  start.  I  do  not  see  why  the  members 
on  this  road  do  not  write.  My  husband 
is  a  section  man  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Brotherhood  at  Honaker,  Va.,  and  he 
thinks  it  is  a  grand  Order.  He  says  he 
will  write  for  the  Advocate  if  this  letter 
is  printed,  and  I  hope  the  editor  will  find 
space  for  these  few  lines.  As  this  is 
my  first  attempt,  I  would  better  doie 
for  this  time.  Wishing  success  to  the 
Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary,  I  am,  Tery 
truly  yours,  Lillib  Tunnell. 


Wilmore,  W.  Va. 


Hello,  girls  and  boys!  Here  comes  the 
same  little  Wilmore  girl  again.  As  the 
editor  made  me  welcome,  I  will  come 
again.  My  school  closed  on  the  17th  of 
March.  We  had  a  visit  a  short  time  ago 
from  one  of  the  good  brothers,  who  is 
trying  to  get  all  the  members  he  can  for 
the  Brotherhood.  We  enjoyed  his  visio 
very  much,  and  from  him  we  learned  of 
much  that  the  Brotherhood  had  done, 
especially  for  the  section  laborers.  Some 
of  them  do  not  realize  what  the  Brother- 
hood has  done  for  them,  which  is  cer- 
tainly to  their  disadvantage.      I   enjoy 


Bbos.  a.  Blloin.O.N.R.;  N.  Worobik.C.P.R-: 
T.  Thompson,  SiasALM  AN,  C.P.R.;  Nkii.Shaw.C>'R" 
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Spruce  Pine,  Ala. 

I  am  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  565  and 
like  the  organization  very  much.  I  have 
not  been  a  member  init  a  short  time  and 
cannot  attend  the  meetings  of  the  lodge 
39  often  as  I  would  like. 

I  am  a  section  foreman  on  the  North- 
em  Alabama  Railway  and  find  this  a  fine 
road  to  word  on.  We  have  good  super- 
visors and  roadmaster,  but  you  have  to 
hit  the  ball  hard. 

I  would  like  to  read  some  letters  in  the 
Aj>vocatb  from  some  of  the  boys  on  the 
!?.  A.  Ry.  Our  writers  do  not  seem  to 
vant  to  let  the  other  fellow  know  who 
16  is.  Why  not  come  out  and  give  us  a 
;ood  letter  so  that  we  may  know  and 
tee  what  you  are  doing. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  I  will  make  it 
ihort,  and  if.it  appears  in  the  Advocate 

will  write  another  later  on.     Hoping  to 
ee  some  letters   from   the  N.    A.    Ry. 
oon,  I  remain,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
Cert.  No.  25172. 


BerReley,  Ont. 

Hello!  there,  my  hearties,  what  do 
>u  think  of  that  second  check  this 
onthT  Say,  boys,  that  is  one  of  the 
'eatest  arguments  in  favor  of  our  or- 
.nixAtlon.  Do  you  think  that  any  rail- 
2.y  ecm&pany  would  raise  your  pay  and 
K>  piQT  70a  f<^  four  months  back,  gratis, 
oar  0omfiittee  had  not  gone  down  and 
r«*atf  <Ki7  demands?  If  you  do,  please 
,  nkm  Inxow  in  the  next  issue  of  the 
»V<M9UkTB.  If  any  railway  company 
er  dicl  ^o  It,  I  have  never  heard  of  it. 
\^r^  j^oii  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Or- 
r,  mrofMleriiig  now  who  got  that  second 
9olC  3oar  you  this  month?  Well,  I  can 
I  y0t^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  P^^^  ^P  members  of 
m  OgAeae  who  got  it,  and  you  are  get- 
^  tb^  l>enefitof  it  without  contributing 
5  cent.  Are  you  not  willing  from  this 
to  contribute  your  share  since  you 
re  received  such  an  increase  in  wages 
tlie  present?    Surely  you  know  by  this 


time  that  anything  of  any  value  is  cer- 
tainly worth  paying  for. 

Come  now,  boys,  step  to  the  front  and 
be  men.  For  my  part,  I  certainly  thank 
our  committee  for  what  they  have  done 
for  us.  I  know  it  took  a  long  time  to  do 
it  and  some  of  you  may  have  been  a  lit- 
tle impatient,  but  I  think  the  old  adage 
is  very  appropriate  in  this  case.  ''Every- 
thing comes  to  him  who  waits."  I  was 
very  glad  that  it  was  the  old  C.  P.  R. 
that  took  the  lead  in  settling  our  dispute. 
It  shows,  I  think,  that  it  is  an  up-to-date 
company  and  bound  to  do  what  is  right. 

Hoping  our  Order  will  continue  to 
flourish  and  prosper  and  that  every  back- 
slider in  our  organization  may  see  the 
evil  of  his  way  and  turn  and  repent,  not 
in  sackcloth  and  ashes  as  the  Bible  says, 
but  hand  over  a  little  of  that  second 
check  for  the  good  of  the  Order.  Yours 
in  B.  L.  andU.,    George  Treadqold. 


The  Faithful  Few. 

It  seems  as  if  it  were  time  again  to 
hear  from  Newport  Lodge  No.  344,  which 
is  doing  regular  business  in  Waterville* 
Maine.  As  often  as  the  months  go  by  it 
is  doing  business. 

You  may  wonder  about  our  numbers 
and  who  comes  in  these  busy  months  for 
we  always  seem  to  be  a  busy  class  of 
people.  The  same  men  are  doing  and 
carrying  on  the  meetings  who  were  in 
the  organization  movement  in  1906  and 
started  us  on  our  road  to  success. 

On  April  16,  1911,  **the  few"  and  some 
others,  about  twenty  in  number,  met  to 
do  regular  business  and  also  to  have  a 
banquet,  which  was  far  from  the  regular 
kind.  For  our  general  steward  we  got 
Bro.  H.  W.  McDonald  in  line.  We  do 
not  know  where  he  got  his  experience, 
but  the  oyster  stew  that  he  served  to  us 
would  entice  a  Spanish  nobleman  from 
his  cherished  bull  fight,  or  a  Qerman 
sport  from  his  barrel  of  beer.  Our  wait- 
ers, although  not  dressed  in  white,  served 
U3  very  nicely,  and  were  kept  busy  bring- 
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ing  in  and  arranging  food  to  satisfy  the 
needs  of  railroad  men.  One  of  our  old 
stand-by's,  Brother  Mills,  kept  nice  and 
warm  washing  about  four  bushels  of  dish- 
es. Don't  wonder  what  we  had,  but 
wonder  what  we  didn't  have. 

Those  who  sent  excuses  and  stayed 
away  did  not  enjoy  our  banquet  and  en- 
tertainment. I  am  sorry,  brothers,  but 
we  hope  you  will  like  the  next  one  bet- 
ter. 

We  hear  occasionally  of  some  who  are 
kicking  about  the  lodge.  Yes,  those  fel- 
lows do  not  know  what  is  being  done  at 
our  gatherings  and  we  have  not  the  time 
to  go  and  tell  them. 

We  all  know  we  have  an   eight  hour 


day  on  Saturdays,  beside  a  rai§6  iu  onr 
pay  on  the  Maine  Central  from  $1.60  to 
$1.80  and  from  $2  to  $2.40  and  time  and 
one-half  for  overtime  and  Sundays.  We 
must  credit  all  these  things  to  those  who 
have  been  faithful  and  working  bird  for 
the  cause  of  true  unionism.  I  wish  here 
in  this  little  letter  to  congratulate  our 
Grand  Lodge  officers  for  I  have  bad 
quite  a  lot  of  experience  with  tben 
through  the  mail,  and  I  have  alwayi 
found  everything  done  promptly  and 
correctly.  Brothers,  let  us  all  get  in  Uie 
game  and  make  **our  few"  the  greai 
four  hundred.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
Journal  Agent, 
Lodge  No.  S44. 


Bros.  D.  N.  Viens  and  Thos.  Gauthier,  Organizers. 
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JM  Thus  History  Repeats  Itself. 

'To  be  seen  are  certain  ferocions  ani- 
mals, male  and  female,  inhabiting  the 
coon  try,  dark,  livid,  scorched  by  the  sun, 
affixed  to  the  soil  which  they  rummage 
and  throw  up  with  indomitable  perti- 
nacity. They  have  a  sort  of  articulate 
speech;  and,  when  they  rise  to  their  feet, 
show  the  haraan  form,  and  are  in  fact  of 
the  genas  homo.  At  night  they  with- 
draw to  their  huts,  where  they  live  on 
black  bread,  roots  and  water.  As  they 
spare  others  the  troableof  tilling,  sowing 
and  reaping,  they  deserve  not  to  be 
starved  to  death." 

Such  was  the  terrible  yet  masterly  pic- 
tcffe  drawn  by  La  Bmyere,  living  at  the 
court  and  writing  in  the  reign  of  Louis 
XIV,  and  such  was  tben  the  true  condi- 
tion of  the  laborer  in  France,  a  condition 
provoking  the  condemnation  even  of  a 
coartier,  a  minion  of  that  monarch  he 
was  so  bitterly  censuring. 

This  condition  of  the  laborer  in  France 
was  the  resnlt  of  the  centralization  of 
power  and  wealth  in  the  government  and 
in  the  church,  the  government  an  abso- 
late  monarchy,  and  the  church  owning 
three-fourths  of  all  the  property  in  the 
country. 

Then  there  were  no  railroads,  mines 
or  great  manufactories  employing  thous- 
ands of  men,  nothing  but  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil  to  employ  labor,  and  conse- 
qnently  all  the  diversified  industries  of 
today  were  then  represented  by  that  one 
occupation,  the  production  of  food  for 
those  who  c^d  Jiot  work,  those  whose 
power,  genius,  position  or  influence  en- 
abled them  to  appropriate  the  profits  of 
the  workmen. 

With  sadness  we  have  indulged  this 
gloomy  prospect,  and  we  are  not  without 
forboding^  for  what  is  yet  in  store,  and 
we  add  a  timidity  also,  because  we  are 
on  the  unpopular  side,  lest  the  flnger  of 
scorn  be  pointed  at  us,  calling  us  agita- 


tor, socialist,  anarchist  even,  lest  we  be 
stigmatized  by  our  oppressors,  and  yet 
we  have  done  nothing  but  faithfully  re- 
count history,  history  that  is  ever  re- 
peating itself,  but  believed  in  by  nobody, 
no,  not  even  those  who  suffer. 

A  tendency  to  the  same  end  is  now 
operating  in  the  United  States,  the  gov* 
ernment  not  an  absolutism  of  hereditary 
prerogatives,  but  of  money,  money,  mon- 
ey, a  power  of  gpreater  potentiality,  be- 
cause knowing  no  heredity. 

I  purposely  say  nothing  of  the  tenden- 
cies of  the  church  today,  because  that  is 
so  sentimentally  dear  to  all  of  us. 

The  liberty  of  a  century  ago  has  be- 
come the  privilege  of  today,  and  will  be 
the  vested  right  of  tomorrow.  Then  the 
people  were  all  poor  and  equal,  but  now 
some  are  rich,  some  poor,  and  hence  un- 
equal, because  wealth  is  the  title  of  dis- 
tinction among  us.  Our  tendency  is  in 
that  direction,  and  we  cannot  stop  any 
more  than  a  drop  of  rain  in  midheaven. 

Some  think  we  are  not  in  this  condi- 
tion, but  they  fail  to  understand  the 
course  of  human  events  which  are  as 
definitely  under  fixed  rules  as  mathe- 
matics. The  life  of  man,  and  sometimes 
not  even  of  a  nation,  is  long  enough  to 
complete  the  problem.  A  thousand  years 
seems  to  be  the  perfect  period,  for  so  it 
was  in  France  from  the  reign  of  Charle- 
magne to  our  own  times,  so  also  in  Ire- 
land from  the  days  of  its  Greek  philoso- 
phers in  the  eighth  century,  so  in  Italy 
from  the  decay  of  the  Western  Empire, 
poetically  called  the  fall  of  Rome,  to  the 
Renaissance;  and  thus  we  see  that  the 
tradition  of  a  Millennium  is  not  without 
a  portent  in  history. 

These  great  cycles  of  a  thousand  years 
embrace  all  history,  as  in  them  men  have 
done  all  man  is  capable  of  doing,  while 
nations  pass  through  all  there  is  of  hu- 
man experience,  and  hence  we  see  how, 
why  and  in  what  times  history  repeats 
itself. 
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We  need  not,  however,  go  into  ancient 
or  medieval  history  to  find  an  example, 
but  may  see  the  full  cycle  completed 
everywhere  among  ns  in  one  short  hour: 
I  sit  down  to  my  dinnerpail,  tired,  hun- 
gry,  disappointed,  disgusted,  reviling 
man  instead  of  thanking  God.  As  I  eat, 
my  wrath  is  assuaged;  I  finish,  light  my 
pipe,  smoke,  go  to  sleep  in  the  sun  or 
the  shade,  as  th«  case  may  be,  until  the 
1  o'clock  whistle  wakens  me  to  reality. 
In  this  short  noon  hour  I  have  passed 
from  a  disturbing  agitator  to  a  sleeping 
plutocrat.  A  condition  so  universal  is 
nothing  else  than  human  nature,  and 
human  nature,  like  the  spots  on  the 
tiger,  never  has  and  never  can  change. 

This  indeed  sounds  very  harshly ;  but, 
as  I  am  a  poor  philosopher,  I  will  not 
indulge  your  vanity  or  flatter  your  pre- 
sumption, and  at  the  same  time,  make 
myself  ridiculous  by  excepting  you  from 
the  operation  of  a  universal  rule. 

If  we  would  properly  gauge  the  times, 
we  must  look  for  the  recurrence  of  the 
old  and  not  the  happenings  of  the  new, 
for  in  fact  the  new  id  but  the  recurrence 
of  the  old, 

**And  thus  history  repeats  itself. ''—By 
A.  A.  Graham,  Topeka,  Kansas.    • 


The  Labor  of  Convicts. 

The  chief  argument  of  those  who  ex- 
ploit the  labor  of  convicts  under  the 
contract  system  and  those  who  defend 
the  exploiters— for  profio  to  themselves 
—has  been  that  the  convict  must  be  em- 
ployed during  incarceration.  This  cry, 
as  old  as  the  contract  system  of  convict 
labor  itself,  is  hypocritical  and  sophisti- 
cal. The  use  of  it  by  profit  mongers  is 
an  endeavor  to  place  labor  in  a  false 
position  and  to  cover  their  own  heart- 
lessness  and  perfidy. 

Certainly  no  thoughtful,  humane  per- 
son, and  most  assuredly  no  trade  union- 
ist, wants  the  inmates  of  our  prisons  to 
remain  idle.  Every  one  is  in  agreement 
that  they  should  be  employed.  No  labor 
representative  has  privately  suggested 
or  publicly  expressed  a  desire  to  keep 
these  offenders  against  society  in  idle- 
ness. 

Impositions  upon  the  credulity  of  the 


people  have  always  been  inspired  by  the 
grasping  prison-labor  contractor  and  his 
hireling^.  And  the  sole  plea  of  those 
who  fatten  upon  the  misery  and  short- 
comings of  the  unfortunates,  and  those 
who  have  successfully  thrived  upon  the 
cupidity  of  state  legislators  is  an  im- 
position. 

The  convict  contract  labor  system  is  a 
curse  to  the  convict,  the  state,  the  prison 
officials,  the  fair  employer,  the  short- 
sighted merchant,  and  the  honest  toiler 
for  wages. 

The  contract  system  of  prison  labor  is 
inhuman,  dishonest  and  stupid.  It  is  a 
disgrace  to  our  highly  trained,  scientific 
twentieth  century  and  a  blot  upon  our 
boasted  civilization.  It  is  deceptively 
presented  to  the  representatives  of  a 
state  as  a  device  that  will  procure  ample 
revenue  to  reimburse  the  state  for  the 
expense  of  caring  for  the  convicts,  allow 
the  convicts  to  **eam  something  for 
themselves,"  and  of  late  a  more  specious 
but  not  less  transparent  claim  is  made 
that  the  *'poor  convict"  is  being  taught 
a  trade  so  that  when  he  is  released  he 
can  procure  honorable  employment  at 
good  wages. 

Not  one  of  these  statements  can  be 
successfully  maintained.  They  fall  of 
their  own  weight  when  analyzed.  In  the 
first  place,  the  largest  part  of  the  profit 
of  the  labor  of  the  prisoners  under  the 
contract  system  does  no^  go  to  defray 
his  expenses  to  the  state.  It  does  not 
go  to  the  convict  himself.  It  goes  to 
the  third  party,  the  contractor  who  has 
no  interest  whatever,  either  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  convict  or  the  interest  of  the 
state,  other  than  to  add  to  his  swollen 
profits  from  the  misfortunes  of  the  crim- 
inal. Consequently,  no  reformation  re- 
sults. The  prisoners  are  not  deceived. 
They  know  they  are  robbed.  They  be- 
come hardened  and  learn  to  hate  society 
for  the  crime  society  permit^  to  be  prac- 
ticed upon  them  under  the  name  of — law. 

*'The  contract  system  furnishes  rev- 
enue to  the  state,"  say  the  prison  labor 
contractors  and  their  apologists.  Your 
attention  is  called  to  what  Mr.  Scates 
confessed  at  the  last  hearings  before  the 
House  committee  on  labor.    Said  he: 

*'I  speak  by  the  book.     I  had  seven 
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years'  experience  in  the  Maryland  peni- 
tentiary on  the  shoe  contract.  Maryland 
is  one  of  the  few  contract  states  which 
nets  a  profit  from  its  prisoners.  .  .  . 
I  know  the  state  made  about  $40,000  one 
year.  .  .  .  At  that  time  the  contractor 
divided  with  his  partners.  One  got 
95,000,  another  $10,000,  another  $15,000, 
and  he  took  $65,000  as  his  own  profit 
from  the  Maryland  penitentiary.'* 

The  state  got  $40,000  and  the  contract- 
ors $06,000.  The  contractors  got  over  70 
per  cent  of  the  total,  nearly  two  and 
one-half  times  as  much  as  the  state  ob- 
tained from  the  labor  of  its  convicts. 

Mr.  Floyd,  a  member  of  the  committee, 
testified  that  in  his  state  (Arkansas)  the 
contractors  pay  the  state  50  cents  per 
prisoner  per  day  and  then  hire  them  out 
to  the  railroad^  and  on  public  works  of 
the  state  for  $1.75  per  d^iy.  Could  any 
scheme  be  more  venal  or  mpre  stupid? 

The  suggestion  that  men  are  taught 
trades  in  prison  under  the  contract  system 
is  ridiculous.  They  learn  how  to  make 
shirts  and  overalls,'  which  is  women's 
employments .  They  make  hoUowware, 
which  is  npw  a  prison  monopoly.  They 
make  chairs,  and  by  so  doing  have  driven 
fair  employers  and  honest  wage- workers 
in  that  industry  out  of  business.  *'Your 
prisons,"  recently  said  an  eminent  Eng- 
lish penologist,  who,  visiting  the  United 
States  in  connection  with  the  Inter- 
national Prison  Congress,  had  concluded 
a  tour  of  investigation,  **are  not  reform- 
atories.   They  are  factories." 

This  transparecc  fraud  must  be  abol- 
ished. Convicts  must  be  employed  by 
the  state  direct  on  its  own  account  and 
not  on  account  of  the  contractor.  The 
state  may  derive  economic,  but  it  must 
secure  social,  advantage  from  the  labor 
of  the  convict.  The  first  consideration 
must  be  the  welfare  of,  and  the  influence 
upon,  the  prisoners  during  incarceration 
and  after  their  release;  the  second,  con- 
sideration of  the  free,  honest  citizen 
workman,  and  third,  the  interest  of  the 
state  as  a  financial  and  political  entity. 

Prisoners  should  be  employed  at  useful 
and  practical  productive  toil.  The  labor 
of  the  states'  unfortunates  and  derelicts 
should  never  be  exploited  for  profit,  and 
certainly  never  for  the  private  profit  of 


contractors.  Let  our  states  employ  their 
prisoners  in  the  production  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life  for  the  maintenance  of 
themselves  and  the  inmates  of  the  other 
state  eleemosynary  institutions,  or  else 
road  building. 

The  police  power  of  a  state  undoubt- 
edly extends  without  question  to  all  laws 
regulating  the  health,  the  morals,  and 
the  general  peace,  comfort  and  safety  of 
the  community,  and  is  broadly  construed 
to  include  all  laws  that  promote  the 
general  welfare.  In  no  essential  can  the 
general  welfare  of  the  state  be  better 
protected  than  for  the  congress  to  assure 
each  state  of  its  right  of  home  rule  with- 
in the  confines  of  the  state,  so  that  no 
state  should  become  without  its  will  the 
dumping  ground  for  goods  made  by  con- 
victs of  other  states.  The  enactment  of 
H.  B.  12,000,  now  before  congress,  would 
give  the  legislatures  of  the  states  the 
right  and  power  to  protect  their  own 
citizens  from  the  unfair  competition  of 
the  contract  convict  labor  of  those  states 
which  care  more  for  the  profits  of  their 
prison  labor  contractors  than  for  their 
prisoners,  and  whose  only  success  is  the 
dumping  of  the  prodc^ts  of  that  labor  on 
other  states.  Such  a  law  would  destroy 
the  arrogant  boastfulness  of  some  prison 
ofiicials,  who  declare  that  they  can  sell 
their  goods  against  the  will  and  desire 
of  the  people  of  the  slate  in  which  they 
dump  their  unfair  products. 

The  enactment  of  such  legislation, 
which  will  maik,  in  fact,  a  progressive 
growth  and  outcome  of  the  necessities 
of  an  intense  economic,  industrial,  com- 
mercial and  social  struggle,  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  must  bend  its 
best  energies  to  secure  from  the  federal 
congress  and  state  legislatures. 

Several  hearings  were  held  by  a  sub- 
committe  of  the  House  committee  on 
labor  on  the  -convict  labor  bill,  H.  R. 
12,000,  indorsed  by  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  labor,  at  which  our  representa- 
tives were  greatly  encouraged  and  their 
arguments  strongly  fortified  by  many 
statements  of  incontrovertible  facts  pre- 
sented by  influential  employers  of  labor, 
representatives  of  national  committees 
on  prison  labor,  attorneys  of  employers, 
prison   officials,   and  other  penologists. 
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This  was  a  new  but  gratifying  experi- 
ence, and  the  representatives  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  called 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
fact  that  the  presence  of  snch  advocates 
from  other  walks  of  life  and  their  cor- 
roborative arguments  vindicated  and 
justified  the  contentions  made  by  labor 
before  this  committee  for  several  years 
past. 

The  sub-committee  was  sympathetic; 
it  refused  delay  or  extension  of  time  for 
farther  hearings  to  the  opponent  of  the 
bill.  The  hearings  closed  March  31,  and 
a  peremptory  order  issued  that  all  briefs 
and  written  arguments  upon  the  subject, 
pro  and  con,  were  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  committee  by  April  11.  On  May  20, 
the  sub-committee  reported  the  bill 
favorably  to  the  full  committee,  and  on 
June  17,  the  full  committee  agreed  to 
report  it  favorably  to  the  house,  which 
was  done  on  June  22.  Its  number  on 
*  the  house  calendar  is  294. 

On  June  24,  the  chairman  reported 
H.  R.  12,001,  a  bill  to  prevent  any  officers, 
employe  or  agent  of  the  government 
from  contracting  for  products  in  which 
the  labor  of  convicts  entered.  Its  num- 
ber on  the  house  calendar  is '299. 

O^ing  to  the  fact  that  so  much  un- 
necessary delay  was  caused  by  the  full 
committee  in  reporting  these  bills,  and 
to  their  unfavorable  position  on  the  cal- 
endar, it  is  scarcely  expected  that  any 
action  will  be  taken  on  either  during  the 
forthcoming  short  session  of  the  sixty- 
first  congpress,  unless  great  pressure  is 
brought  to  bear  upon  representatives 
and  senators.  I  urge  that  every  effort 
be  put  forth  in  the  hope  that,  despite 
appearances,  success  may  crown  our 
efforts  before  the  close  of  this  congress. 
—American  Federationist. 


Good  for  Vermont. 

That  the  trade  unionists  of  the  coun- 
try are  becoming  alive  to  the  influence 
which  they  can  assert  along  legislative 
lines  is  illustrated  by  the  accomplish- 
ments of  the  Vermont  state  branch  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  It 
is  not  an  easy  task  to  initiate  new  legis- 
lation into  the  legislatures  of  the  older 


and  more  ''sedate"  states,  for  countries 
long  settled  do  not  change  in  opinions  or 
methods  rapidly.  The  officials  of  the 
state  branch,  therefore,  are  entitled  to 
much  credit  for  the  excellent  results  ac- 
complished during  the  last  session  of  the 
Vermont  legislature.  The  sum  total 
gained  can  best  be  told  in  the  language 
of  our  informant,  secretary  of  the  state 
organization,  Alexander  Ironside: 

"As  a  result  of  organized  effort  there 
was  enacted  an  employers'  liability  bill, 
voluntary  compensation  plan  on  lines 
adopted  in  New  York  State;  a  valuable 
amendment  to  the  child  labor  law, 
making  it  the  best  law  in  New  England; 
a  bill  to  amend  the  state  constitution, 
giving  the  legal  ^  oters  the  right  to  say 
whether  compulsory  compensation  should 
be  legalized.  We  were  also  suocessfnl 
in  defeating  a  bill  designed  to  establish 
compulsory  arbitration.  We  are  well 
pleased  with  the  fruits  of  the  session." 


Conference  of  Union  Offidals. 

Organizers  representing  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  and  the  internation- 
al unions  of  machinists,  carmen,  boiler 
makers,  and  blacksmiths  have  been  en- 
gaged for  some  time  in  org^anizing  tlw 
men  employed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
way company  in  the  various  repair  abops 
on  their  system.  Within  the  past  few 
weeks  several  hundred  shopmen  were 
informed  by  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railway  that  unless  they  ceased  their 
affiliation  with  laboir  unions  they  would 
be  discharged.  Members  of  committees 
who  waited  upon  the  management  and 
protested  against  the  action  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  company,  were  immediately 
dispensed  with,  together  with  officers 
and  members  who  refused  to  withdraw 
from  their  unions.  The.  company  claims 
that  they  are  reducing  their  force,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  the  men  laid  off  were 
informed  that  if  they  ceased  their  af- 
filiations with  their  unions  they  would 
be  placed  back  at  work. 

The  organizers  state  that,  with  few 
exceptions,  reports  from  various  points 
are  encouraging.  The  discharge  of  the 
men  who  are  members  of  unions  resulted 
in  the  holding  of  several  mass  meetings 
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and  a  conference  of  the  represent atives 
of  sheet  metal  workers,  blacksmiths, 
machinists,  boilermakers,  railway  car- 
men, and  the  representatives  of  the 
brotherhoods  of  engineers,  firemen,  con- 
ductors and  trainmen,  with  a  representa- 
tive of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  on  Wednesday, 
April  5,  in  Pittsbmrg,  Pa.,  for  the  pnrpose 
of  taking^  such  action  as  wonld  resnlt 
in  preventing  further  discrimination 
against  employes  who  were  members  of 
a- anion.  It  is  expected  that  the  com- 
bined inflaence  of  all  the  organizations 
will  bring  abont  an  understanding  that 
will  prevent  discrimination  on  the  part 
of  the  officers  of  the  company  in  the 
future. 

It  is  asserted  by  the  men  that  the 
company  has  instructed  its  officers  to 
ask  them  whether  or  not  they  belong  to 
a  union,  or  intend  to,  and  that  in  laying 
them  off,  they  should  lay  off  the  em- 
ployes who  are  members  of  an  organisa- 
tion. 


Is  the  Division  of  Weaitti  Compulsory. 

Communism  is  peculiarly  attractive  to 
some  men.  In  most  cases  it  appeals  to 
the  fellow  who  would  like  to  ladopt  for 
his  motto:  *'A11  yours  is  mine;  all  mine 
is  my  own." 

Unquestionably,  there  are  noble  feat- 
ures in  connection  with  this  social  sys- 
^  tern.  It  has  attracted  some  great  minds. 
It  has,  however,  almost  invariably  been 
a  failnre  when  put  to  a  practical  test. 
Where  it  has  succeeded,  it  has  been  due 
to  a  strong  moral*  or  religions  sentiment. 

Some  reformers  who  advocate  com- 
munism insist  thet  Jesus  Christ  endorsed 
their  system,  because  it  is  said  in  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  with  reference  to 
the  early  church,  that  * 'neither  said  any 
of  them  that  aught  of  ttie  things  which 
he  possesaed  was  his  own,  but  they  had 
all  things  common."  They  also  declare 
that  the  frequent  allusion  to  a  **com men" 
table  in  the  history  of  the  early  church 
proves  that  this  condition  existed  quite 
generally  among  these  Christians.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  in  most  instances  the  ref- 
erence is  clearly  to  the  "communion" 
table,  which  has  to  do  purely  with  a  re- 
ligioQ9  0ervice.     It  is  true  that  during 


the  earliest  days  of  the  church  a  form 
of  communism  was  practiced.  It  is  for- 
gotten by  those  who  interpret  these 
scripture  tests  as  teaching  that  com- 
munism is  incumbent  upon  all  men,  that 
even  during  this  almost  ideal  period  when 
it  was  practiced  by  the  early  Christians, 
that  the  church  recognized  the  right  of 
private  property,  as  was  manifested 
in  the  case  of  Ananias.  When  this 
man  tried  to  deceive  Peter  by  bringing 
only  a  part  of  the  money  which  he  had 
received  for  his  property,  declaring  that 
it  was  the  whole  amount,  the  apostle 
said  to  him :  '*  While  it  remained,  was  it 
not  your  own?  And  after  it  was  sold, 
was  it  not  in  your  own  power?  You 
were  not  under  obligation  to  bring  this 
money  to  me,"  thus  plainly  indicating 
that  this  was  purely  a  voluntary  ar- 
rangement. 

Furthermore,  those  who  entered  into 
it  were  of  **one  heart  and  one  soul";  it 
was  limited  to  **they  that  believed"— 
namely,  the  Christians.  It  was  proba- 
bly never  intended  to  be  generally  adopt- 
ed. Of  this  we  may  be  sure— the  plan 
was  by  no  means  compulsory,  no  matter 
what  were  its  other  features.  But  com- 
plete justice  must  always  be  insisted 
upon— this  is  fundamental. — Rev.  Charles 
Stelxle. 


Interesting  Conference. 

Nearly  all  the  card  members  of  con- 
gpress  responded  to  an  invitation  to  meet 
in  conference  at  American  Federation 
of  Labor  headquarters  shortly  after  the 
convening  of  the  extra  session  of  con- 
gress. The  conference  was  informal  and 
a  general  discussion  of  matters  affecting 
labor  were  discussed.  Several  congress- 
men, not  members  of  the  labor  group, 
but  whose  loyalty  has  beenprovep,  were 
also  present. 

All  legislation  which  has  been  before 
congpress  relating  to  labor  was  discussed 
and  in  addition  some  attention  was  de- 
voted to  old  age  pensions,  workingmen's 
compensation  and  nullification  of  laws 
by  the  courts. 

Congressman  W.  B.  Wilson  (coal 
miner)  has  given  much  attention  and 
study  to  a  statute  for  old  age  pensions. 
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It  mast  be  borne  in  mind  that  ander  the 
constitution  as  at  present  framed  a  law 
of  this  character  wonld  not  stand  the 
test  of  the  courts.  Then  the  next  step 
wonld  necessarily  be  the  amendment  of 
the  constitution,  but  this  is  such  a  tre- 
mendous task  that  it  is  problematical 
whether  that  could  be  aocomphished 
at  all  or  not  for  the  purpose  desired.  In 
view  of  these  obstacles  another  plan  has 
been  evolved,  which,  in  the  light  of  stat- 
utes already  in  operation,  appears  to 
give  hope  of  accomplishing  tangible  re- 
sults. The. details  of  the  undertaking 
are  numerous  and  cannot  be  taken  up 
and  fully  explained  and  comprehended 
until  several  points  at  issue  are  recon- 
ciled. 

There  is  a  disposition  among  many 
members  in  congpress,  in  addition  to  the 
labor  gp'oup,  to  enact  a  law  taking  away 
the  assumed  right  of  courts  from  declar- 
ing acts  of  congress  unconstitutional. 

Conferences  of  labor  members  have 
been  held  frequently  since  their  first  en- 
trance into  congress  in  1906,  and  the 
practice  is  to  be  continued. 


The  Social  Signifkanceof  the  Trade 
Unkm  Novement. 

The  social  significance  of  the  adapta- 
bility, the  power  and  the  accomplish- 
ments of  the  modem  trade  union  con- 
stitutes the  most  wonderful  and  far 
reaching  constructive  chapter  in  the 
history  of  the  development  of  men. 

It  comprehends  material  progress,  co- 
operative self  help,  fraternal  benevo- 
lence, practical  spiritual  attainments 
and  the  most  unswerving  patriotism. 

It  is  broadly  international,  recognizing 
no  circumscribed  state  or  national  lines ; 
the  world  is  its  country,  to  do  good  is  its 
mission. 

It  invites  and  welcomes  to  its  mem- 
bership men  and  women  of  all  ages,  all 
nationalities,  all  creeds,  all  fraternities, 
all  political  parties.  Its  varied  elements 
are  slowly  but  surely  absorbed  and  as-  ^ 
similated  as  though  in  a  crucible. 

The  strong  and  rugged,  the  sick  and  ^ 
infirm,  the  educated  and  illiterate,  the 
skilled  and  the  unskilled,  Jews,  Gentiles, 
Christians  and  skeptics  can  each  and  all  / 


obtain  a  membership  in  some  division  of 
this  great  democratic  institution. 

The  simplest  questions  only  are  put  to 
an  applicant,  such  as:  Are  you  a  bona 
fide  toiler?  In  what  particular  are  your 
talents  best  developed  to  do  a  part  of 
the  world's  work?  and  are  you  willing 
to  do  your  share  to  protect  the  interests 
of  labor  and  the  public  welfare? 

It  was  bom  out  of  the  great  iron  law 
of  necessity.  It  has  made  its  greatest 
strides  since  the  advent  of  steam  and 
mechanical  power,  when  the  individual 
workers  were  compelled  to  discard  their 
own  hand  tools,  with  which  they  had 
formerly  produced  necessities  for  the 
race.  The  combined  forces  of  steam  and 
iron  massed  the  workers  together  in 
factories,  stores,  mines,  offices  and  trans- 
portation departments,  using  the  tools 
and  instruments  of  production  and  dis- 
tribution belonging  to  others. 

This  revolutionary  industrial  change 
brought  the  workers  face  to  face  with 
new  and  serious  problems.  They  saw 
their  own  helplessness  as  individual 
units.  They  were  compelled  to  organize 
and  act  collectively.  Without  land  or 
access  to  natural  opportunity,  and  with- 
out means  to  procure  modem  tools,  they 
could  not  employ  themselves.  In  order 
to  exist  they  were  forced  to  work  for 
others.  Under  the  new  system  of  social 
production  the  workers  soon  learned  that 
they  were  producing  fabulous  wealth  for 
others,  and  with  this  knowledge  came* 
the  more  difficult  problem  of  how  best 
to  equitably  distribute  the  wealth  they 
socially  produced.  Thia  is  the  most  vex- 
atious problem  pressing  upon  the  twen- 
tieth century  for  solution.  It  must  be 
settled  and  settled  right.  In  order  to 
obtain  satisfactory  results,  the  workers 
must  first  be  organized  and  educated,  so 
that  they  may  intelligently  comprehend 
their  economic  importance  and  their  in- 
dustrial interests. 

The  toilers  have  had  to  manfully  strug- 
gle for  the  right  to  oi^anize  and  ofotiun 
the  blessings  of  an  education.  ^ 

The  history  of  American  trade  unions 
is  replete  with  heroic  sacrifice  and  ster- 
ling endeavor,  but  the  first  great  contest 
has  been  won.  They  have  amply  dem- 
onstrated their  wonderful  resources  and 
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cohesive  power.  They  cannot,  they  will 
not,  be  outlawed.  They  are  here  to 
stay. 

Bitterly  opposed  at  every  step,  mem- 
bers of  trade  anions  have  been  derided, 
accused,  blacklisted,  imprisoned  and 
punished  in  almost  every  conceivable 
way  by  those  who  profited  by  their  toil, 
but  in  spite  of  all  these  obstacles  the 
trade  anions  have  thrived,  and  have 
demonstrated  that  there  is  no  social 
factor  among  all  our  public  institutions 
more  potent  to  conserve  humanity's  best 
interests,  or  more  devoted  to  the  main- 
tenance and  perpetuity  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  all  the  people. 

Let  us  take  a  hasty  glance  at  part  of 
their  public  service  record,  and  observe 
what  an  influential  social  factor  the  trade 
unions  have  been. 

They  early  learned  that  knowledge  is 
the  source  of  all  power.  In  accord  with 
this  truth  they  championed  and  urged 
free  public  schools,  free  text-books  and 
compulsory  education.  They  have  fought 
for  the  rights  of  the  children  and  have 
secured  legislation  protecting  them  from 
exploitation  in  almost  every  state. 
Largely  through  their  efforts,  play- 
grounds and  parks  have  b^en  provided 
in  a  hundred  cities. 

They  were  among  the  leaders  for  the 
enactment  of  the  beneficent  homestead 
laws,  and  they  are  now  co-operating 
with  the  foremost  to  preserve  and  con- 
serve our  natural  resources. 

They  unhesitatingly  adopted  the  Aus- 
tralian secret  ballot  for  use  in  their  own 
affairs,  and  were  the  first  to  urge  its  use 
in  our  political  system,  which  is  now  the 
rule  rather  than  the  exception  in  most 
of  our  states. 

They  have  fought  for  genuine  repre- 
sentative government* and  direct  legisla- 
tion through  the  medium  of  the  initiative 
and  referendum,  and  succeeded  in  estab- 
lishing this  system  in  all  the  states  west 
of  the  Missouri  River,  excepting  Utah 
and  Texas.  East  of  the  Missouri  River, 
the  states  of  Maine,  Massachusetts  and 
Iowa  have  been  recently  converted  and 
the  remainder  will  be  speedily  won. 
(Since  this  address  was  made  Governor 
Carroll  of  Iowa  has  vetoed  the  refer- 
endum law  passed  by  the  legislature. ) 


In  order  to  encourage  thrift  and  ob- 
tain secarity  for  savings,  the  trade 
unions  battled  twenty-five  years  for 
postal  savings  banks.  The  victory  was 
won  last  year. 

For  the  purpose  of  safeguarding  the 
public  health,  improved  sanitation,  pure 
water  and  free  public  baths  were  advo- 
cated by  the  trade  unions  at  such  an 
early  date  that  they  were  laughed  at  as 
being  visionaries.  These  common  feat- 
ures of  civilization  are  enjoyed  by  us  to- 
day, without  a  thought  for  the  great  far- 
sighted  pioneers  who  procured  them. 

The  trade  unions  are  combatting  the 
great  white  plague,  and  they  have  gpreat- 
ly  reduced  its  ravages  by  means  of  im- 
proved sanitation,  better  ventilation  and 
the  shorter  workday.  They  have  added 
ten  to  fifteen  years  to  the  average  life  of 
the  workers  in  several  industries  where 
tuberculosis  formerly  ran  rampant.  They 
have  always  staunchly  defended  every 
inherent  human  right  portrayed  in  the 
declaration  of  independence  and  crystal- 
lized in  the  constitution.  They  are  at 
this  moment  waging  a  most  determined 
contest  to  preserve  the  precious  rights 
of  free  speech  and  a  free  press  for  all  the 
people. 

Through  the  militant  efforts  of  the 
trade  unions,  twenty-four  states  have 
enacted  laws  requiring  guards  on  dan- 
gerous machinery  and  ample  ventilation 
in  factories. 

Twenty-seven  .states  enforce  sanitary 
and  sufficient  toilet  rooms  for  the  sexes  . 
in  industry. 

Thirty  states  provide  factory  inspectors 
to  enforce  observance  of  health  and 
safety  laws. 

Thirtj'-three  states  require  fire  escapes 
on  factories  and  public  buildings. 

Forty-four  states  have  adopted  an  age 
limit  for  working  children.  Thirty-six" 
prohibit  night  work  by  children,  and 
forty-two  have  fixed  a  maximum  num- 
ber of  hours  as  a  working  week  for 
children. 

Thirteen  states  have  boiler  inspection 
laws  and  fourteen  officially  inspect 
bakery  shops. 

Forty-six  states  have  enacted  mechan- 
ics' lien  laws  to  protect  the  wages  of  all 
the  workers. 
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Thirty-five  states  have  established 
bureaus  of  labor,  which  serve  as  the 
clearing  houses  for  industrial  informa- 
tion, and  are  the  centralizing  influence 
for  advancing  better  state  factory  lai^s. 

Twenty-six  states  have  automatic 
coupler  and  automatic  brake  laws,  which 
have  been  the  means  of  saving  thousands 
of  lives  on  railroads. 

Following  the  example  of  the  federal 
government,  twenty  states  have  enacted 
eight-hour  laws  for  public  employes  and 
on  public  works,  which  enable  500,000 
public  servants  to  enjoy  a  normal  work- 
day, in  harmony  with  1,500,000  industrial 
toilers,  who  obtained  it  by  the  economic 
power  of  the  trade  union. 

Thirty-seven  states  have  employers' 
liability  laws.  In  seventeen  states  the 
old  common  law  defense  of  **fellow  ser- 
vant" has  been  abrogated,  and  in  seven 
others  it  has  been  modified. 

Several  states  have  modified  the  com- 
mon law  defense  of  ''assumed  risk"  and 
* 'contributory  negligence,"  and  eleven 
state  legislatures  are  now  debating  the 
enactment  of  automatic  compensation 
laws  for  workmen  injured  in  industry. 

In  the  interest  of  all  labor  employed 
on  interstate  railroads,  and  in  behalf  of 
the  safety  of  the  traveling  public,  sev- 
eral very  important  laws  have  been  en- 
acted by  congress,  all  of  which  have 
been  introduced  and  urged  at  the  in- 
stance of  trade  unions.  On  every  such 
occasion,  without  any  exception,  they 
have  met  the  bitter  antagonism  of  rail- 
road ofiicials  and  their  highly-paid  at- 
torneys. 

In  spite  of  such  obstacles,  both  in  and 
out  of  the  federal  and  state  legislatures, 
labor  has  unflinchingly  pressed  these 
safety  measures  and  socially  significant 
health  factors  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

The  grandest  achievements  and  the 
greatest  glory  of  the  American  labor 
movement  is  its  laudable  effort  to  pre- 
vent human  misery. 

It  has  mattered  not  whether  such  suf- 
fering was  caused  by  accident,  disease, 
greed  or  poverty,  the  men  of  labor  have 
been  equal  to  every  occasion,  by  devis- 
ing practical  remedies  for  all  industrial, 
social  and  political  evils. — Arthur  E. 
Holder. 


Dedskm  Reversed  in  Hitters*  Case. 

Judge  Lacombe  writes  opinion,  which 
is  concurred  in  by  Judges  Cox  and 
Noyes. 

The  United  States  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals,  second  circuit,  sitting  in  New 
York  City,  handed  down  a  decision  on 
Monday,  April  10,  reversing  the  judg- 
ment of  the  lower  court  in  the  Dan  bury 
Hatters'  case,  in  which  a  verdict  was  re- 
turned  against  the  Hatters  in  the  sum  of 
1232,240.12.  The  original  case  was  start- 
ed over  seven  years  ago,  resulting  from 
a  strike  which  was  called  in  the  Loewe 
factory,  July  25, 1902,  240  employes  ceas- 
ing work.  Suit  was  brought  by  Loewe 
&^Co.,  August  31,  1903,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Sherman  anti-trust  law, 
$80,000  damages  was  alleged,  and  three- 
fold damages  under  that  law  claimed. 
The  Hatters'  attorneys  claimed  that  the 
Hatters'  Union  and  other  unions  were 
not  engaged  in  trade  or  commerce,  and 
therefore  did  not  come  under  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Sherman  anti-trust  law. 
Relying  upon  these  points,  the  Hatters 
made  no  defense  upon  the  bill  of  com- 
plaint. Federal  Judge  Piatt  of  the  Fed- 
eral Circuit  Court  of  Connecticut  main- 
tained this  position  and  dismissed  the 
complaint.  Loewe,  or  rather  the  Anti- 
Boycott  Association,  appealed  to  the 
Federal  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  and 
both  parties  agreed  that  that  court 
should  certify  the  case,  and  ask  the 
question  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  as  to  whether  a  suit  of  the  kind 
could  be  maintained  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Sherman  anti-trust  law.  February 
8,  1908,  the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
decided  that  the  case  could  be  main- 
tained. The  case  was  tried  before  Judge 
Piatt  and  a  jury,  which  lasted  over  four 
months.  Judge  Piatt  instructed  the  jury 
that  they  must  find  for  Loewe  &  Co., 
and  left  to  the  jury  the  question  of  how 
much  damage  Loewe  A  Co.  showed  they 
sustained.  The  jury,  as  stated,  awarded 
1232,240.12. 

Since  the  starting  of  the  suit  in  1902 
and  the  beginning  of  the  suit  twenty-six 
of  the  240  defendants  died.  At'tachments 
were  issued  against  the  homes  and  sav- 
ings of  100  of  the  defendants.    The  Anti- 
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Boycott  Association  and  the  Manufac- 
turers' Association  stood  behind  Loewe 
&  Co.  The  American  Fede^ration  of  Labor 
aided  in  the  legal  presentation  of  the 
case,  and  in  addition  gave  its  moral  sup- 
port to  the  Hatters.  With  this  verdict 
against  the  Hatters,  the  A.  F.  of  L.  ap- 
pealed the  case  for  the  Hatters  to  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals, 
and  retained  Judge  Alton  B.  Parker, 
Hon.  Frank  L.  Mnlholland  of  Toledo,  0., 
and  Judge  John  K.  Beach  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.  A  magnificent  brief  and 
masterful  arguments  were  made  to  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals, 
and  the  unanimous  decision  of  the  court 
reverses  the  judgment  and  remands  the 
case  for  a  new  trial.  The  latest  informa- 
tion is  that  Loewe  A  Co.  (the  American 
Anti-Boycott  Association)  will  appeal 
from  this  reversal  to  the  United  States 
Sopreme  Court. 


Labor  Members  of  Congress. 

In  1906  the  labor  representation  com- 
mittee of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  decided  to  aggressively  take  the 
field  against  the  re-election  of  certain 
congressmen  who  had  been  conspicuous 
in  their  antagonism  toward  all  labor 
bUls  introduced  in  congress.  Congress- 
man Littlefleld  of  the  second  district  of 
Maine,  than  whom  there  had  been  no 
more  savage  enemy  of  labor,  courted  a 
battle  in  the  political  campaign  of  four 
years  ago. 

President  Qompers,  together  with  two 
or  three  organizers  and  a  similar  number 
of  international  officials,  entered  the 
LitUefleld  district  and  made  a  memora- 
ble straggle  to  impress  upon  the  citizens 
of  that  district  the  desirability  of  per- 
mitting the  belligerent  congressman  to 
remain  at  home.  Mr.  Littlefield,  how- 
ever, was  re-elected  by  a  greatly  re- 
duced majority.  This  entrance  of  labor 
into  the  political  arena  and  its  spectacu- 
lar and  heroic  fight  against  such  gigantic 
odds  in  the  state  of  Maine  subsequently 
crystalized  into  action,  in  various  parts 
of  the  country,  a  determination  on  the 
part  of  trade  unionists  to  follow  the  lead 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

The  first  campaign  of  the  trade  union- 


ist, that  of  1906,  secured  the  election  of 
six  congressmen  with  active  member- 
ship in  the  trades  unions: 

Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Nichols  of 
Pennsylvania,  Sherwood  of  Ohio,  Hughes 
of  New  Jersey,  McDermott  of  lUinoiSy 
Carey  of  Wisconsin. 

In  the  election  of  1908  the  above  were 
were  all  re-elected,  and  in  addition  the 
following  card  men  were  added  to  the 
labor  group:  Anderson  of  Ohio,  Murphy 
of  Missouri,  Martin  of  Colorado,  Jamie- 
son  of  Iowa. 

A  steady  growth  in  numerical  strength 
of  labor  members  in  congress  is  shown. 
In  1906  six  trade  unionists  were  elected. 
The  fall  of  1907  saw  our  lead  increased 
by  the  addition  of  four  more  trades  un- 
ionists, making  ten  in  all.  The  con- 
gressional elections  of  1910  still  further 
increased  our  numerical  strength  by  60 
per  cent,  there  being  fifteen  members  of 
congress  actively  affiliated  with  the 
trades  unions,  as  follows: 

Wilson,  W.  B.,  Coal  Miner,  Blossburg, 
Pa.,  democrat.  Lee,  Richard  E.,  Black- 
smith, Pottsville,  Pa.,  democrat.  Mar- 
tin, John  A.,  Locomotive  Fireman, 
Pueblo,  Colo.,  democrat.  Cary,  Wm.  J. 
Commercial  Telegrapher,  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  republican.  Berger,  Victor  L., 
Typogpraphical  Union,  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
socialist.  Hughes,  Wm.,  Textile  Work- 
ers, Patterson,  N.  J.,  democrat.  Buch- 
anan, Frank,  Str.  Iron  Worker,  Chicago, 
III.,  democrat.  McDermont,  Jas.  T., 
Commercial  Telegrapher,  Chicago,  111., 
democrat.  Lewis,  David  J.,  Coal  Miner, 
Cumberland,  Md.,  democrat.  Smith, 
Chas.  B.,  R.  R.  Telegrapher,  Bnffalo,  N. 
Y.,  democrat.  Anderson,  Carl  C,  Mu- 
sician, Fostoria,  Ohio,  democrat.  Sher- 
.  wood,  Isaac  R.,  Typographical  Union, 
Toledo,  Ohio,  democrat.  Roberts,  E.  E., 
Metal  Miner,  Carson  City,  Nev.,  repub- 
lican. Farr,  John  R.,  Typographical 
Union ,  5  Scran  ton ,  Pa. ,  republican .  Ma- 
her,  James  P.,  Hatter,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
democrat. 


Conductors  of  the  Denver  and  Rio 
Grande  were  granted  an  advance  in 
wages  on  April  18,  passenger  conductors 
getting  10  per  cent  increase  and  freight 
conductors  7)^  per  cent. 
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NOTICE    OF     REGULAR    ASSESSMENT    NO.  173 
DUE  MAY  1,  1911 


OFF 


ICE  OF  GRAND  J.ODGE,  ] 

Vanol  Building.  f 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  1,  1911.  J 


III  accordance  with  Section  1, 
Article  XIV.,  of  the  Constitvuion, 
Regular  Assessment  No.  ijj  is  due 
May  /,  igiiy  payable  not  later 
than  June  5,  jgii.  AH  who  were 
members  of  the  Insurance  Depart- 
ment prior  to  May  5,  1911,  are 
required  to  pay  this  assessment  on 
or  before  June  5,  1911. 


Tlie  following  rates  will  apply  from  January  1,  1909.  All  certificates 
issued  prior  to  January  1,  1909,  will  remain  in  full. force  and  effect  at 
the  same  rates  as  heretofore. 


ox   $250   CKRTIFICATKS. 

From  18  to  21  years  of  age  25  cents. 


"   21  "  25   ' 

'   30 

"   25  "  30   " 

"   35 

"   30  "  35   " 

'   40 

"   35  "  40   " 

"   45 

"   40  "  45   " 

"   50 

"   45  "  50   " 

''   56 

"   50  "  55   " 

"   60 

ON   ^600  CERTIFICATES. 

Frcm  18  to  35  years  of  age  50  cent*. 
"     35  "  40      "         "      60      " 
"     40  "  45       "         "      76      " 
"     45  "  60      "         "      II  00 

ON    $1,000   CKRTIKICATES. 

From  18  to  35  years  of  age     $1  (K) 
"     35  "  40      "         "  1  25 

"     40  "  46      "        "  1  »> 


Fraternally  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 


'^GR AND  SEC.-TREAS , 

Make  all  Money  Orders  and  Drafts  payable  to  SAMUEL  J.  PEGG. 
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The  Brotherhood  Badge. 

The  multiple  badge  illustrated  in  an 
exact  reproduction  of  the  badge  adopted 
waeOr  Nn  cans,  and  is  made  up  of  satin- 
faced,  gros-grain,  tri-colored  ribbon  with 
lettering  in  gold  leaf  on  one  side,  which 
is  used  for  parade  purposes.  The  reverse 
side  is  black  with  silver  letters,  nd  is 
used  for  funeral  purposes; -edges trimmed 
in  best  gold  fringe  and  the  bottom  with 
gold  bullion.  The  metallic  portion  can 
be  detached  from  the  ribbon  and  used 
for  Lodge  purposes,  thus  giving  a  badge 
for  all  occasions.  The  metal  is  silver 
oxidized ;  the  lettering  on  metal  parts  is 
black  or  white  celluloid,  and  is  a  hand- 
some and  attractive  badge  in  every  re- 
spect. On  the  top  title  bar  is  name  and 
number  of  lodge  and  on  the  lower  bar 
name  of  officer  or  member,  while  the 
medallion  shows  the  emblem  fo  the  Or- 
ganization in  colors  on  celluloid. 

The  price  of  these  badges  is  for  set  of 
ten  officers'  badges  $7 ;  members'  badges 
75  cents  each  singly,  or  f8.40  per  dozen, 
when  ordered  in  dozen  lots.  Address  all 
orders  to  Samuel  J.  Peoq, 

Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Louis  Mo. 


THIS  is  an  ILLUSTRATION 

OP  OUR 

NEW  FOB 

J^SIZE, 

The  Medallion  is 
oxidized  silver  finish 
with  the  handcar  ex- 
ecuted in  colors  on 
celluloid.  The  strap 
is  calf  especially 
prepared  for  f  o  b  - 
straps.    The  price  is 

40<!  Each 

or  |4.00  per  dozen  by 
registered  mail. 
Address  all  orders  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PE66, 

Secv.-Treas. 

Vanol  BldV.,  MOOOliveSt.. 

St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Canadian    members 
90c  each  prepaid. 
Address  orders  to 
W.  H.  fSOYES, 

86  Wright  Ave. 
Toronto,  Can. 
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TH15  PINB  GOLD  PILLED  WATCH 

either  open  face  or  closed  case,  warranted  to  wear 
10  yean,  fitted  with  a  Standard  Movement,  snaran- 
teed  to  keep  good  time.  Sent  to  yon  prepaid  for  $4.95. 
Try  it,  test  it  and  if  not  satisfactory  retnm  it  and  we 
will  refund  yoar  money.  Write  for  oar  Bargain  List. 

O.  R.  THURSTON  5UPPLY  CO., 
621  Benoist  Bldg,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


A  Brotherhood  Emblem. 


The  above  cat  is  of  a  solid  gold  em- 
blem designed  and  used  entirely  by  oar 
late  lamented  President  John  T.  Wilson. 
The  bar  and  pendant  are  of  solid  gold, 
the  pendant  faced  with  beaatifal  white, 
hard  enamel ;  on  the  bar  the  name  of  own- 
er is  engraved,  making  the  emblem  a 
very  neat  and  attractive  one.  We  have 
purchased  a  quantity  of  them  and  can 
now  supply  them  delivered  at  any  post- 
office  in  Canada  or  the  United  States  by 
registered  mail  for  $3.25  each,  the  Cana- 
dian purchaser  to  pay  easterns  charges, 
which  is  not  included.  Address  all  or- 
ders to  Samuel  J.  Pboo, 
Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Loais,  Mo. 


PRICE  LIST  OF  SUPPLIES. 


The   Following    Supplier    Will     Be     Furnished  at  Pric< 
Qlven  Below»  Express  or  Postage  Charges  Extra. 


Letter  Heads,  (per  1000)  $3.00 

Envelopen.  Rtnall  with  retnni  canl  on  corner  2.00 

Envelopes,  large      *'           "         "      "        "  2.50 

Rituals,  (to  subordinate  lodges  only)  each 15 

Ode  Cards  (to  subordinate  lodges  only)  eacli. .  2 

Sm'retaries  Ke<'eipt  Pads.  2  pads 25 

Personal  Cards,  jior  100 1.00 

liodge  Reconl  Books,  each 1.00 

Ijodge  Seals 2.00 

Charok«  on  the  F<)u>owino  Pkkpaid. 

Officers  badges,  (set  of  10) 7.00 

Meml)«r  badges,  (each) 75 

Moml)er  badges,  (per  dozen) 8.40 


John  T.  Wilton  emblem,  (solid  gold)  each. . .  .$  3.25 

Solid  Gold  emblem  (lapel  button)  each 1.^ 

Solid  Gold  Button,  per  dozen 12.00 

Rolled  Gold  Emblem  (lapel  button) 75 

Rolled  Gold  Emblem  (lapel  button)  per  doz. .  8.00 

Brotherhood  Watch  Fob,  each 40 

Brotherhood  Watch  Fob.  per  doz 4.00 

Pig  Skin  Card  CaMS.  double  pocket,  each 40 

Pig  Skin  Card  Cases,  double  pocket,  dozen. . .  4.01 
Iiovell's  Practical  Switch  Work  to  members 

Each 75 

Lovell's  Practical  Switch  Work,  to  non -mem- 
bers, each 1.00 


Oil  Canadian  orders  cuatx^ms  duty  must  be  added  to  above  prices. 

Address  all  orders  for  printing  and  supplies  to- 

S.J.  PEQO, 

Grand  Secretary*Treasurer. 
3900  Olive  St..  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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AND 
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THEUBRARYOFVALUABLE  KNOWLEDGE 


25VoU. 


Be3f  Reading  for  Hours  at  Home 


25  Vols. 


One  of  the  most  interesting  of  our  present-day 
writers  has  said  that  th^  symbol  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century  is  a  steam  engine  running  upon  a  rail- 
way. Study  carefully  the  little  picture  above, 
and  think  of  the  marvelous  changes  that  only  a 
few  years  have  brought.  The  whole  story  of 
Rapid  Transit,  from  the  days  of  the  ma^-coach 
down  to  the  latest  experiments  with  felectric 
power,  is  told  in  the  most  fascinating  manner. 


^itfa  a  wealth  of  quaint  and  curious  illustrations, 
in  that  splendid  work  **The  Library  of  Valuabt9 
Knowiedge,  "  which  is  truly  a  royal  road  through 
the  fairyland  of  modern  science.  "The  Story  of 
Rapid  Transit"  is  only  one  of  25  volumes,  each 
7H  X  5}i  inches,  and  each  containing  200  or 
more  pages,  with  not  a  line  of  dry  reading  in  the 
whole  LIBRARY.  You  can  appreciate  the  value 
of  these  books  at  a  glance. 

Um»  your  honn  of  ioiaure  to  store  your  nuad^  with  the  inform^&tlon  that  is  here  put  before  you  -—  aiHmd,  sorted' 
•rrsnaed  fa^  ominent  scientists  and  sedolars,    '" 


teUiBg  yoo  ia  a  pleasing  conversational  i 


The«e  authors  maka  y>u  faet  a«  if  they  were  your  iatiaaate  friends. 
ler  what  they  know  about  tneir  subjects. 


OUR  OFFER  TO  RAILROAD  MEMs 


To  show  how  willing  we  are  tc  trust  railroad  men  — and  how  perfectly 
confident  that  they  will  find  these  books  of  such  interest,  that,  once  they  see 
them,  they  will  never  part  with  them  —  we  offer  to  send  any  subscriber  to  this 
periodical  a  com  pletc  set  (2S  vols.)  of  "The  Library  of  Valuable  Knowledge.*' 
all  charges  paid,  for  a  five-day  examination.  Look  over  tne  books  carefully, 
the  volume  on  Rapid  Transit  and  the  others.  Satisfy  yourselves  that  notning 
just  like  this  has  ever  been  done  before.  Then  when  you  have  decided  to 
accept  the  volumes,  send  us  Sl.OOdown  and  retain  the  books.  The  balance 
of  the  purchase  price  may  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  12.00  per  month.  We  are 
very  glad  to  be  able  lO  offer  to  railroad  men  these  terms  of  e.isy  payment, 
which  we  are  sure  will  prove  a  bisr  inducement  in  connccuon  with  the  pur- 
chase of  the  LIBRARY.  Our  Special  Introductory  Price  is  only  |2^  5 ).  and 
this,  combined  with  our  system  of  partial  payments,  will  place  these  books 
easily  within  your  n-ach.  We  cannot  guarantee  to  maintain  this  low  price, 
and  urge  you  to  s^'nd  in  the  coupon  with  your  request  at  once.  If  the  books 
do  not  sati:»f  y  you,  they  may  be  returned  at  our  expense. 

Ije#  f^  Hemr  From  You  MOWf 

Read,  fill  oi't  and  forward  the  coupon  today,  but  send  no  monev  with  it 
We  ask  for  ii  >  deposit  and  you  need  not  forward  your  dollar  until  you  nave 
seen  the  ho  -ks.  thorou»fhly  examined  them,  and  satisfied  yourself  that  they 
are  exactly  as  we  represent  in  every  rebpect.  This  coupon  will  bring  you  tho 
i\i\  set  of  25  volumes  in  rich,  half  leather  binding,  with  black  leather  backs 
and  linen  buckram  sides.  This  sp«'cial  otfer  t)  railroad  men  and  their  friends 
.nay  be  withdrawn  at  any  time,  a-*  these  sjis  are  rapidly  bemg  taken.  Do  not 
delay  or  postpone.    Let  us  bear  from  you  now. 


FREE! 

With  Firut 
10  OrdertI 


In  order  to  encourage  prompt  response,  we 
offer  to  each  one  of  the  first  ten  who  order 
"Thm  Library  of  Valaabit  Knowledge," 
a  set  of  Joel  Cook's  "Pen  Pictures  of  America," 
in  six  buckram  volumes,  with  a  total  of  nearly 
1800  pages,  and  describing  almost  every  place  of  scenic  or  his- 
torical importance  in  the  United  States.  Write  now  and  secure 
one  of  these  splendid  premiums. 

The  University  Society 
44^0  E.  23d  Street  New  York  City 
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EDITORIAL. 


On  another  page  Brother  E.  G. 
•Gashel  reviews  the  Chicago  strike 
of  the  six  terminal  railways.  This 
affords  us  another  of  those  lessons 
-we  sometimes  learn  by  bitter  experi- 
•ence,  but  which  is  often  the  best 
education  we  could  get. 

Our  people,  many  of  them,  are 
prone  to  think  that  after  they  have 
paid  their  dues  and  fees,  nothing 
-else  remains  for  them  to  do  but  re- 
main passive  and  that  a  contract 
Avith  all  its  conditions  and  increases 
will  come  to  their  hands  ready 
made,  begging  their  acceptance. 

These  men  in  Chicago  have  now 
had  their  baptism  of  fire  and  know 
that  contracts  which  amount  to  any- 
thing require  persistent  hard  work 
on  the  part  of  everyone  interested, 
and  that  the  present  strike  in  Chi- 
cago was  called  off  because  of  the 
apathy  and  indifference  of  some  of 
the  men  or  the  base  treachery  and 
ingratitude  of  others,  which  made 
the  strike,  under  the  circumstances, 
ineffectual. 

We  are  truly  sorry  for  the  good 
true  men  who  stuck  to  the  last  ditch 
and  endeavored  to  turn  the  tide 
their  way;  but  they,  unfortunately, 
were  in  the  minority,  while  of  the 


traitors,  who  have  sold  their  broth- 
ers, we  have  no  thought  but  of  su- 
preme contempt  and  abhorrence. 
Like  the  other  Judas,  they  have  be- 
trayed their  trust.  All  true  men 
should  shun  them  as  the  plague  and 
leave  them  to  the  punishment  of  a 
guilty  conscience.  Remorse  will 
surely  and  certainly  eat  its  way  to 
their  vitals.  They  will  find,  to  their 
sorrow,  that  the  railway  companies 
have  no  more  use  for  a  traitor  than 
have  the  unions,  knowing  full  well 
that  the  man  who  is  false  to  one 
trust  will  be  false  to  another  if  op- 
portunity offers  any  inducement. 
Their  service  will  be  accepted  for 
the  time  being,  but  every  man  is 
marked  as  unworthy  and  unreliable 
and  will  be  gotten  rid  of  by  the  rail- 
way companies  as  soon  as  conven- 
ient. 

While  our  organization  has  lost 
ground  in  this  fight,  we  are  not 
beaten.  We  know  that  our  methods 
and  our  aims  are  just  and  right.  We 
will  keep  on  building  up  an  organi- 
zation stronger  and  better  from  the 
midst  of  the  ashes  of  the  old  one  and 
go  back  next  time  with  men — men 
who  will  do  or  die  for  the  cause — 
and  victory  will  be  ours,  as  it  would 
have  been  in  the  present  instance 
had  the  "nien"DiJ?ft?A;©©OgIe 
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Mr.  Taft,  together  with  the  post- 
office  authorities,  is  afraid  that  a 
union  among  the  postoffice  employes 
would  mean  strikes  and  trouble  in 
the  future.  This  is  not  necessarily 
correct.  We  would  point  out  to  them 
that  every  branch  in  the  service  on 
the  Intercolonial  and  Prince  Edward 
Island  Railway  in  Canada,  which  is 
a  government  railway,  is  organized 
and  under  contract,  as  is  also  the 
Tcmiskaming  and  Northern  Onta- 
rio Ry.  in  Ontario.  The  latter  is 
owned  by  the  Ontario  government, 
and  on  neither  of  them  has  there 
ever  been  any  strike  or  trouble  what- 
ever. 

•  o> 


We  were  deeply  grieved  to  re- 
ceive a  wire  that  Maxic,  the  only 
son  of  Brother  and  Sister  W.  H. 
Noyes  of  Toronto  had  succumbed  to 
that  dreadful  disease,  scarlet  fever. 

The  delegates  who  attended  the 
Boston  Convention  will  remember 
the  surdy  little  fellow  and  his  sis- 
ter Thelma  who  were  always  so  full 
of  joy  and  life  and  so  affectionate 
toward  each  other.  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Noyes,  in  this  hour  of  their  sad 
aflFliction  have  the  most  sincere  and 
heartfelt  sympathy  of  our  members. 
•  o* 

Owing  to  many  disadvantages 
under  which  we  worked,  it  has  been 
found  expedient  to  close  our  print- 
ing office  at  headquarters.  The  type 
for  the  Advance  Advocate  was  for- 
merly composed  and  set  up  in  our 
own  shop  after  which  it  was  taken 
and  plates  made  from  which  the  Ad- 
vocate was  printed. 

The  type  had  been  in  service  for 
a  long  time  and  had  become  badly 
worn,  and  owing  to  breakages,  the 
fonts  had  shrunken  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  extensive  renewals  were 
necessary.  The  march  of  progress 
had  made  the  old  fashioned  method 
of  hand  composing  slow  and  costly 
as  compared  with  modern  machine 
work,  but  to  install  machine,  presses 


and  other  material  necessary  would 
entail  a  large  expenditure  of  money 
and  we  would  only  be  able  to  keep 
them  going  for  a  portion  of  time  so 
it  was  thought  best  to  contract  the 
composition  as  well  as  press  work, 
which  had  always  been  done  by  an 
outside  firm,  the  Brotherhood  hav- 
ing no  large  press  of  its  own,  but 
if  our  members  think  proper  to  in- 
stall a  complete  plant  of  our  own, 
it  can  be  done  at  any  time.  One  ad- 
vantage of  the  modern  method  over 
the  old  is  that  the  printing  is  done 
each  month  from  a  new  set  of  type, 
which  should  very  much  improve 
the  make-up  of  the  Advocate.  Note 
the  difference  this  month.  The  first 
14  pages  of  the  correspondence  sec- 
tion are  printed  from  the  old  type 
and  the  balance  of  the  Advocate  from 
linotype. 

A  contract  has  been  signed  with 
the  Wilson  Typesetting  Company 
of  St.  Louis,  who  guarantee  a 
first  class  job  in  every  respect 
and  prompt  service.  We  would  like 
to  have  our  members  examine  care- 
fully their  copy  of  the  Advance  Ad- 
vocate and  if  they  can  see  any  way 
in  which  it  can  be  improved  we 
would  be  glad  to  have  their  advice, 
as  we  believe  there  is  nothing  too 
good  for  our  people,  and  we  aim  to 
make  the  Advocate  one  of  the  clean- 
est, neatest  and  best  among  all  the 
railway  magazines. 
»o> 

There  is  nothing  so  restful  nor  as 
useful  to  our  people  after  a  hard 
day's  work  than  to  sit  down  quietly 
and  read  some  good  book.  Wc  have 
been  carrying  some  ads  in  the  Ad- 
vocate for  several  issues  now  for 
some  really  first-class  works,  inter- 
esting as  well  as  instructive. 

The  Cyclopedia  of  Mechanics  by 
Hasluck  are  works  full  of  intensely 
interesting  information.  The  name 
of  the  author  is  sufficient  for  most 
of  our  readers  to  know  that  any- 
thing he  has  ever  done  is  absolutely 
to  be  relied  upon.    Thi^  work  has  no 
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superfluous  words,  but  each  subject 
is  boiled  down  to  the  very  essence 
of  brevity  but  yet  sufficiently  con- 
cise to  convey  the  desired  informa- 
tion. By  this  process  as  much  real 
information  has  been  placed  in  the 
five  volumes,  which  comprise  the 
set,  as  is  generally  contained  in 
twice  that  number. 

B.  R.  T.  and  O.  R.  T.  Conventions. 


The  biennial  conventions  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Trainmen 
and  the  Order  of  Railroad  Tele- 
graphers are  being  held,  beginning 
the  O.  R.  T.  on  the  8th  and  the  B. 
of  R.  T.  on  the  9th  of  May ;  the  for- 
mer in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  the  latter  in 
Toronto,  Ont.,  Canada. 

President  Lowe  was  able  to  ac- 
cept kindly  invitations  to  be  pres- 
ent at  both  conventions,  carrying 
to  them  the  most  sincere  good  wishes 
of  the  International  Brotherhood 
of  Maintenance  of  Way  Employee^; 
and  assuring  the  delegates  of  both 
conventions,  none  could  be  more  sin- 
cere than  those  which  he  brought 
to  them. 

He  writes  of  a  very  interesting 
evening  at  the  opening  of  the  B.  of 
R.  T.  in  Harrisburg,  where  Gover- 
nor Tenner  came  out  strongly  in 
favor  of  an  eight  hour  day.  The 
Mayor  of  the  city  followed  the  Gov- 
ernor, each  bringing  welcome,  the 
one  of  the  State,  the  other  of  the 
City,  to  which  Grand  Master  Lee 
replied  in  an  able  address.  Com- 
missioner of  Labor  Neil  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  President  Stone  of  the 
B.  of  L.  E.,  President  Carter  of  the 
B.  of  L.  F.  and  E.,  President  Lowe 
and  Honorable  Mr.  Coffin,  filled  out 
an  interesting  programme  for  a 
large  and  intensely  interested  audi- 
ence of  B.  of  R.  T.  delegates,  their 
auxiliary  and  friends. 

The  following  morning  Presidents 
Stone,  Carter  and  Lowe  were  ac- 
corded an  hour  or  two  with  the  dele- 


gates, who  gave  each  an  attentive 
hearing  and  promised  all  assistance 
they  could  render  in  helping  us  to 
put  the  Maintenance  of  Way  Em- 
ployes on  all  roads  into  the  ranks 
of  organized  labor.  He  thinks  his 
"high-bair*  story  of  the  first  even- 
ing assured  him  they  would  not  for- 
get to  advertise  the  International 
Brotherhood  of  Maintenance  of  Way 
Employes  when  they  go  home.  At 
Toronto  he  found  the  convention 
well  under  way,  our  good  friends, 
Perham,  the  efficient  president  of 
the  Order  and  chairman  of  the 
Federated  .Railway  Brotherhoods, 
and  that  prince  of  financiers,  Bro- 
ther L.  W.  Quick,  handling  in  their 
usual  effective  way  the  business  of 
the  largest  convention  in  the  Or- 
der's history. 

To  them  also  he  brought  the  cor- 
dial greetings  of  our  organization 
and  wished  them  unbounded  pros- 
perity. They  had  the  largest  num- 
ber of  delegates  in  their  Order's 
history  and  our  good  old  friend,  and 
true.  Daddy  Thurston,  hale  and 
hearty,  helping  along  the  good  work 
of  the  convention. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  and  its 
talented  president,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Smith, 
and  her  associate  Grand  Lodge  offi- 
cers were  present  in  force,  adding 
to  the  interest  of  the  convention  and 
President  Lowe  speaks  highly  of 
the  address  she  made  to  the  dele- 
gates and  of  which  she  has  prom- 
ised to  send  a  copy  to  the  Advocate. 

We  can  wish  with  the  greatest  sin- 
cerity God  speed  and  prosperity  to 
our  neighbors  here  in  St.  Louis,  the 
O.  R.  T.  and  its  young  auxiliary  and 
the  same  to  the  B.  R.  T.  of  Cleve- 
land and  its  useful,  and  now  long 
enough  in  its  career  of  splendid  ser- 
vice to  be  spoken  of  as  its  matronly 
ally,  the  Woman's  Auxiliary. 

God  speed  them  all  and  hasten 
the  coming  day  of  a  Federation  of  all 
the  Railway  Brotherhoods. 
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Letter  of  Thanks. 


Mr.  Sam'I  J.  Pegg: — I  am  in  re- 
ceipt of  a  check  for  $1000  in  pay- 
ment of  the  life  insurance  carried  by 
my  beloved  husband,  Patr.  Haney 
I  wish  to  thank  you  and  the  Broth- 
erhood most  sincerely  for  your 
prompt  attention  to  this  matter  and 
to  say  that  I  sincerely  trust  the 
Brotherhood  will  increase  in  numbei 
as  the  years  go  by,  and  again  I  wish 
it  success.     Very  sincerely, 

HONORA  HANEY. 


-«o«- 


Acknowledgment. 


Mrs.  Anna  J.  McCauley  of  North 
Vernon,  Indiana,  wishes  to  express 
her  .sincere  thanks  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  the  prompt  payment  of 
thq  claim  for  insurance  held  by  her 
late  husband,  James  McCauley,  Jr., 


of  Lodge  No.  1  of  the  L  B.  of  M.ol 
W.  E. 

She  further  states  that  the  money 
received  demonstrates  beyond  a 
doubt  that  the  organization  is  com- 
posed of  good  honest  men,  the  kind 
the  order  should  well  be  proud  oi. 

Signed  MRS.  A.  J.  McCAULEY. 

•  o» 

Acknowledgment. 


Lacrosse,  Wis.,  May  18th,  1911. 
Mr.  S.  J.  Pegg, 

Dear  Sir: — I  beg  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  check  for  $1000  for 
which  accept  many  thanks  for  the 
prompt  payment  of  same.  I  will  al- 
ways say  a  good  word  for  the  Bro- 
therhood when  I  can. 

Sincerely  yours, 
MARY  ANN  KEAVENY, 
713  St.  Andrews  St 

Note — Mrs.  Keaveny  is  the  widow 
of  our  late  brother,  Peter  Keavenj 


The  Bon  of  J.  F.  Banks. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


Last  month  twelve  lodges  initiated 
315  members.  This  month  from  April 
19th  to  May  19th,  sixteen  lodges 
initiated  292  new  members  or  an  av- 
erage of  18^4  each  as  against  26^ 
each  last  month. 

Ten  Highest  Secretaries. 
No.                  Name.                       Increase. 
288 JPortland   50 

32 1.ogan 23 

207 .Winnipeg    22 

246 XJlybourn 21 

196 Eholt    19 

192 Tweed   18 

465 Connersville    IS 

195 London    16 

400 Jiltchburg   16 

102 Jlonceverte 14 

128 .Fort  William 14 

161 .Calgary   13 

64 . ; .St.  Johnsbury  12 

142 .St.  rtul  Star   12 

210 .Ashcroft    12 

518 Signal  Constructors   12 

Brother  A.  Bell  heads  the  list  of 
organizers  with  125  new  members 
to  his  credit.  Last  month  14  organi- 
zers initiated  584  new  members.  This 
month  10  organizers  initiated  605. 
Brothers  H.  A.  Vurpia  and  M.  J. 
Powers  have  been  busy  with  com- 
mittees all  month  as  also  was  Bro- 
ther W.  S.  Powell  which  will  ac- 
count for  their  small  showing.  Bro- 
ther Cassidy  is  making  an  excellent 
showing. 

Ten  Highest  Organizers. 
Name.  No. 

A.    Bell    125 

S.  W.  CasBidy 89 

H.  W.  Johnson   74 

T.  C.  Powers  61 

H.  A.  Vurpia   58 

J.  J.  Sullivan 48 

Geo.   Keays    41 

M.  J.  Powers  39 

W.  H.  Hull    36 

S.   W.  Wilber    34 

Individual  effort  is  making  a  good 
showing  again  this  month.        The 


names  of  51  new  men  being  added 
to  the  list  with  Brother  A.  F.  Law- 
rence of  South  Acton,  Mass.,  in  the 
lead  with  12  names  to  his  credit. 


Name. 


Individual  Remitters. 

Address. 


No. 


A.  F.  Lawrence,  South  Acton,  Mass..  12 

Peter  Peterson,  Clinton,  la 5 

G.  W.  Manes,  Knoxville,  Tenn 5 

W.  Robertson,  La  Vallee,  Ont 2 

E.  Soucie.  Revelstoke,  B.  C 2 

C.  W.  Ruttan,  Canoe  Lake  Sta.,  Ont. . .  2 

Mike  Kubin,  Slocan  City.  B.  C 2 

J.  T.  Brufify,  Lawyers,  Va Z 

Leonard  Fulks,  Glacier,  B.  C 2 

A.   L.   Brinkley,   Suffolk,   Va 

J.  J.  McNamara,  Markstay,  Ont 

Thos.   Nolan,   Drumbo,   Ont 

N.  Vickruck,  Savanne,  Ont 

W.  Wocks,  Portage  La  Prairie,  Man . . 

J.  Lagregren,  White  River,  Ont 

P.  C.  Carr,  Dermott.  Ark 

W.  B.  Thompson,  Katahdin  Iron  Works, 

Maine    

D.  B.  McMillan,  Rockdale,  Texas 

D.  F.  Buie,  Patrick,  S.  C 

Joe   Buttenuth.    Slaughter,    La 

T.  J.  O'Donnell,  Hernando,  Miss 

T.  J.  Miller,  Alum  Creek,  W.  Va 

W.  S.  Morrow,  Kelso,  Temn 

O.  R.  May,  Tomsburg,  W.  Va 

M.  J.  Con  well,  Norlina,  N.  C 

Wm.   Callaghan,   Wawanesa,    Man 

New  Members  from  April  19,  1911,  to  Ma 
19,  1911,  Inclusive: 

Canada    550 

United  States   1,214 


Obituary. 


The  following  deaths  have  been 
reported  for  the  present  month: 

M.  W.  Clark,  member  of  Lodge 
No.  60,  died  April  30  from  injuries ; 
W.  H.  Hall,  member  of  Lodge  No. 
438,  died  May  2  of  typhoid  fever; 
John  Small,  member  of  Lodge  No. 
405,  died  at  Presque  Isle,  Me. ;  John 
Calvert,  member  of  Lodge  No.  241, 
reported  dead  by  Brother  John  Tur- 
ner Jr.;  J.  M.  Harner,  member  of 
Lodge  No.  47,  and  John  Davis, 
member  of  Lodge  No.  281,  of  Tilito,. 
Ala. 
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THE  BROTHERHOOD  THERMOMETER. 


We  have  grown  so  used  to  writing  up  Cly bourn 
I^dge  No.  24C  at  the  head  of  the  list  that  we  would 
look  In  amazement  If  another  wrested  the  proud 
distinction  from  them. 

St.  Paul  Star  No.  122  Jumps  ahead  one  point  this 
month,  exchanging  position  with  the  C.  &  W.  Ind. 
Lodge  No.  14G.  Fltchburg  Lodge  No.  400  jumps 
ahead  from  sixth  place  In  May  to  fourth  place  this 
month.  Farnham  Lodge  No.  187  drops  back  one 
point,  although  they  show  nine  members  more  this 
nionth  than  last.  Medicine  Hat  I^dge  No.  125  shows 
a  gain  of  seventy-five  members  and  takes  a  long 
jump  from  eleventh  place  In  the  bulb  to  sixth  place 
In  the  stem  th!8  month.  Boston  Lodge  No.  120  drops 
back  two  points,  although  they  also  show  a  gain  of 
eight  members  over  last  iQcnth.  Menominee  Lodge 
No.  522  drops  back  one  point  with  a  gain  of  22  mem- 
bers over  last  month.  Ottawa  Lodge  No.  223  jumps 
from  .first  position  In  the  bulb  to  ^Inth  place  In  the 
stem  this  month  with  a  gain  of  sixteen  members. 
Chicago  Terminal  Transfer  Lodge  No.  144  and  Slfton 
Lodge  No.  379  are  equal  this  month  with  175  mem- 
bers each. 

In  the  bulb  a  number  of  changes  In  positions  are 
apparent.  Springfield  Lodge  No.  283  with  a  gain  of 
six  members  over  last  month  heads  the  list  In  the 
bulb.  Portage  la  Prairie  Lodge  No.  1^  jumps  on« 
point  ahead  while  Winnipeg  Lodge  No.  207  jumps 
from  twentieth  to  third  place  this  month.  There  Is 
a  total  gain  on  the  thermometer  page  this  month  of 
604. 


NUMBER 


NAME 


283 Springfield    174 


.Portage  La  Prairie 172 

.Winnipeg    168 

.West  Concord   1C6 

.Worcester  166 

.  Kenova    164 

.Clinton  163 

.  Greensboro    161 

.  Nashua    160 

.  Portland    156 

.North  Bay 152 

.150 


145... 
207... 

78... 
285... 

67... 

41... 

87... 

76... 
288... 
244... 

Ill Kanawha 

235 Richmond    150 

467 Eagle    Bridge    147 

273 RIchlands    146 

8 Limestone    144 

31 Tug  Riyer    144 

102 RonceTerte    143 

20 .Champlain    140 

112 Indiana  Harbor    135 

278 Hoosac  Tunnell 135 
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Grand    Lodge    Officers 


A.  B.  Lowe,  Grand  Pros.;  Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Louis, 

Mo. 

GRAND   VICE-PRKSIDENTS. 
A.   F.   Stout,   Ivanhoe,   Out. 
W.   S.   PowELi..   Rural  Hall,   N.   C. 
M.  J.  PowEBS,   Vanol   Building,   St.   Louis,   Mo. 
H.  A.  VuRPiA,  339  N.  Central  Park  av.,  Chicago. 

111. 
Hy  Ikwin,  box    156,   Portage  la  Prairie,   Man. 
Geo.  B.  Jekness,  box  22,  South  Danbury,  N.  H. 
Samuel  J.   Pegc,   Grand   Secretary-Treasurer    and 

Mgr.  Official  Organ;   Vanol   Bldg.,   St.  Louis, 

Mo. 

JUDGE   Wm.   Zachritz,    Solicitor.   St.   Louis,    Mo. 
.  S.  Eastman,  Chaplain,  R.  F.  1).  East  Thetford, 
Vt. 
Alex.   Gibb,   Grand    Inner   Sentinel,   Vanol   Build- 
ing,    St.     Louis,     Mo. 
Walter   A.    Springer,     Grand     Outer     Sentinel, 
Vanol   Building,    St.    Louis,    Mo. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 


LADIES*  AUXILIARY  TO  THE 
.  I.   B.   M.  W.   E. 
Cora   B.   Smith,    Grand   President,   Canaan, 
,N.  .H. 
Mrs.    Uto.   B.  Jenwess,   Grand    Secretary-Treasur- 
er, box  22.   South    Danbury,   N.   H. 


List   of   G«Ber«l-CkaintteB. 


A.,  B.  &  A.— J.  D.  Holt,  G.  C,  701  East  Mag- 
noli*  9t.,  Fitzgerald,  Ga.;  J.  K.  Rodgers, 
Secy.  Wray.   &. 

Batigor  &  Aroostook — John  Turner,  Jr.,  G.  C, 
55  Franklin  av.,  Houlton,  Me.;  W.  S.  Neal, 
SecV.,    Medford    Centre,   Me. 

Boston  ft  Albany — Benjamin  Bennett,  19  Wood- 
bine St.,  Auburndale.  Mass..  G.  C;  M.  J. 
Powers,   box   48,    Southville,    Mass.,    Sec'y. 

B.  &  O.  S.-W.— Wm.  Tcepe,  G.  C.  R.  F.  1).  6, 
North  Vernon,  Ind.;  E.  D.  Schleyer,  Sec'y., 
505  Olive  st.,  Chillicothe,  Mo. 

B.  &   O.    Chi.   Ter.    R.    R.— M.    B.   Owen,   G.    C. 

4531   Sacramento  av.,  Chicago,  III. 

Baltimore  &  Ohio — W.  J.  Glenn.  Sec'y.,  415  Mer- 
chant   St.,    Fairmount,    W.    Va. 

Boston  h  Maine— R.  H.  Crawford,  G.  C,  box 
62.  Melrose,  N.  Y.;  W.  S.  Kenniston.  Sec'y., 
No.   4,    R.    R.   square.   Concord,    N.    H. 

Canadian  Northern— F.  H.  Fljozdal,  G.  C,  box 
294,  Warroad,  Minn.;  C.  Carver,  care  of  E. 
E.  Buckman,  B.  &  B.  Dept.,  C.  N.  Ry.,  Win- 
nipeg,   Man. 

Canadian  Northern  in  Ontario — R.  Givcns,  G.  C, 
Udney,   Ont. 

Canadian  Northern  Quebec  Ry.— H.  St.  Cyr, 
L'Epiphanie,   Que. 

Canadian  Pacific — Wm.  Dorey.  G.  C,  Wood- 
stock, N.  B.  D.  Campbell,  Sec'y.  for  East- 
ern div.,  10  Thornton  ave.,  London,  Ont.; 
Geo.  Seal,  Sec'y.  for  Western  div.,  box  391, 
Portage   la    Prairie,    Man. 

Carolina,  Clinchfield  &  Ohio— C.  C.  Williams,  G. 
C,  St.  Paul,  Va.;  C.  J.  Tones,  Sec'y.,  Yumfc, 
Va. 

Central  of  Georgia — D.  G.  Borom,  Round  Oak, 
Ga.;    P.    M.    Lcsueur,    Sec'y.,   Opelika,    Ala. 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio— J.  B.  Pugh,  G.  C.  R.  F.  D. 
6,  box  Al,  Richmond,  Va.;  J.  W.  Brown. 
Sec'y.,  Griffith,  Va. 
Chicago  Junction — Jno.  Baker,  G.  C,  5014 
Center  av.,  Chicago,  111.;  Jas.  Consodine, 
Sec'y..    3334   Wood   St..   Chicago.   111. 

C,  M.  &  St.  P.— Jas.  Browder,  G.  C,  5313  N. 
51st   St.,   Chicago.   111. 

Chi.  &  W.  Ind.— A.  M.  Ahr.  G.  C,  2819  5th  av., 
Chicago,   in. 


W.   H.   NoYES,   Chmn;   86   Wright  ave.,   Toronto, 
Ont. 

George   Seal,    Sec.,  box  391,  Portage  la  Prairie, 

Man. 
J.  E.  Smith,   Littleton,  Mass. 
G.  H.  Fly.mt,  408  Garrcll  st..  Greensboro,  N.  C 
T.   J.    O' Don  NELL,   Hernando,   Miss. 


ORGANIZERS. 


Bell,   A. 
Carr.  P.  C. 
Chapman,   B.  G. 
Cassiday,    S.   W. 
Davis,  J.  F. 
l^evaney.    Con. 
Farren,   K.   B. 
Gauthler,    Thos. 
Hull,  W.  H. 
Johnson,    H.    W. 
Kcays,    Geo. 
Kirkwood,  P.  W. 
Layne.    J.    T. 


Powers,    T.    C. 
Peterson,    Chas. 
Riley,  J.   A. 
Riccio,  S. 
Robinson,  R. 
Stuart,   j:    P. 
Stokes,   H.   B. 
Sullivan,    J.    J. 
Viens.    D.    N. 
Wynn,    C.    M. 
Wright,   Gus 
Wilbur,  S. 
Wocks.   W. 


C.   A   N.    W.— Geo.    Bleimes,   Temp.   G.    C,    5823 

Cedar  st.^  Austin   Sta.,   Chicago,   III. 
Coal   &  Coke   Ry.— W.  L.   Slaughter,  G.   C,   Gas- 

soway,   W.   Va.;   W.   L.  Quickel,   Sec'y.,   Gas- 
so  way,   W.   Va. 
Delaware  &  Hudson — George   Smith,  G.  C,   Met- 

dowdale,   N.  Y. 
Dominion    Atlantic — M.    Kennedy,    G.    C.    Water- 

ville.    N.    S.;    M.    H.    McCurdy,    Sec'y.,    Old 

Barns,   N.   S. 
D.,    S.    S.   &   A.— C.   A.   Fellman,   G.   C,    518   N. 

3rd    St..     Marquette,     Mich.;    Wm.     Peterson, 

box  95,  L'Anse,  Mich. 
D.,  T.  &  I.— J.  G.  Keepers,  G.  C,   143  First  St., 

Grecnfiield,    O. 
Esq.  &  Nan.  Ry.— F.  Harper,  G.  C,   Maywood  P. 

O.,   Victoria.   B.  C;   E.   Sketch,   Sec'y.,  Well- 

ington,  B.  C. 
Fla.    East    Coast— O.    H.    Baggott,    G.    C,    Poa 

Orange.     Fla.;     L.    S.     Stone.     Sec'y.,     Hobe 

Sound,   Fla. 
Ga.  Rv.-  J.  T.  Ivev.  G.  C,  R.  F.  D.  2,  Thompson, 

Ga.;     VV.    E.    Bray,    Sec'y.,    P.    O.    box    65. 

Stephens.   Ga. 
Georgia  &  Florida — J.  T.  Massey,  G.  C,  ValdOsU, 

Ga.:   John   Dyall,    Sec'y.,    Douglas.   Ga. 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific— A.  Barker.  G,  C,  box  580, 

Portage    la    Prairie,    Man.;    J.    Wild,    Sec'y., 

Melville,    Sask. 
G.    S.   &    F.    Ry.— M.   McCormack.   G.   C,    .\rabi, 

Ga. 
Halifax  it  S.  W.— Geo.  N.  Fox.  G.  C,  East  Pub- 

nico.    N.   S.;   R.   Fecner,   Sec'y.,   Bridgewater, 

N.   S. 
Illinois  Central— W.   M.  Smith,  G.  C,  6746  Mad- 
ison   av..   Chicago,   III. 
Intercolonial  &  P.  E.  I.— Geo.  W.  Murray,  G.  C., 

Truro.  N.   S.;   Eugene  Savage,  Sec'y.,   Marys- 

ville.   N.    B. 
Indiana  Harbor— J.  Bloom,  G.  C,   128  Broadway. 

Blue    Island.    111.;    Frank    Schneider,    Sec*y., 

419   Plummer  av.,  Hammond,  Ind. 
Macon    &    Birminj?ham — W.    N.    Qements,    G.    C. 

Thomaston,   Ga. 
Maine  Central— C.  C.  Allen,  G.  C,  Lincoln  Cen- 
ter,    Me.;     Alex.    McMinn,    115    Winter    st.. 

Lcwiston,   Me. 
.  Michigan     Central— O.     Gillett,     V.     C,     Lawtou, 

Mich.;    W.    Ruess,    Sec'y.,   814    N.    Park    St., 
Kalamazoo,   Mich. 
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Grand  Lodge  Officers  (Continued) 


M.,  St.   P.  &   S.    S.    M.    (Soo    Line)— L.    NorDy, 

G.  C,  R.  F.  D.  1,  box  4,  White  Bear  Lake. 

Minn. 
Mobile  &  Ohio— J.  M.  Young,  G.  C,  1720  N.  3d 

tt^    CDlumbus,     Miss.;    C.    h-    Hale,     Sec'y., 

Columbus,   Ky. 
Norfolk   Southern— S.   A.    Sutton,   G.   C,    111    E. 

Brambleton    ave.,    Norfolk,    Va.;    J.    T.   Phil- 
lips.   Sec'y.,    Bridgeton,    N.    C. 
Norfolk  &  Western— T.  H.  Gerrey,  G.  C,   R.   F. 

D.    2,    box    5,    Walnut    Cove.    N.    C;    J.    P. 

Stuart.  No.  3,   Baldwin  ave.,  Blufield,  W.  Va. 
New  Brunswick    ifo-j:hcrn — B.    F.   Austin,    (acting 

ch'm),   Clinch's  Mills,   N.   B. 
N.  O.,  M.  &  C— II.  L.  Barfield.  G.  C.  Beaumom. 

Miss.;    n.    I.    Nicholson,   Sec'y.,    Bay   Springs, 

Miss. 
Pere    Marquette' — Frank     King,     G.     C,     Sombra, 

Ont.;  H.   McLau3:hlin,   Sec'y.,   Highgate,  Ont. 
Quebec  Cen. — J.   A.   Lcssard,  G.   C,   Beauce  Jet., 

Que. 
Quebec  &  L.  St.  John— J.  G.  Grcffard,  G.  C.  St. 

Raymond,    Que. 


Oueen    &    Crescent — I.    Riseden,    G.    C,    Dayton, 

Tenn. 
Seaboard    Air    Une— R.    D.    Bradley,    G.    C,    box 

108,   Bogart.   Ga.;    M.   C.    Sutton,    Sec'y.,   Vi- 

dalia,   Ga. 
Somerset  Ry.— E.  E.  Gark,  G.  C,  Madison,  Me. 

E.  Pierce,   Sec'y.,   box  253,   Bingham,   Me. 
Southern    Ky. — M.    Johnson,    G.    C,    Lynch    Sta* 

tion,  Va.;  A.  L.  Hpps,  Sec'y.,  Almond,  N.  C. 
Southern    Pacific— G.    W.    Stewart,    Sec'y..   Lafay 

ette.  La. 
T.  &  N.  O.— W.  Switzer,  G.  C,  Latchford,  Ont. 

L.    Pelkie,    Soc'y.,   Thornloe,   Ont.,    Can. 
Union    Pacific-  Chas.    S.    Boulter,    G.   C,   box   97, 

La    Salle,   Colo. 
Va.    Ry.— P.  J.    Noonan,  G.   C,   box   458,  Prince 

ton,   W.    Va. 
Washington   Co.   Ry.— Zina  M.  Cook.  G.  C,  Jack 

sonvill*^.   Me.;   E.  J.  Palmer,  Sec'y.,  Whitney 

ville,    Me. 
Wis.  Cen.— P.  Rasmussen,  G.  C,  Cylon,  Wis.;  P, 

McGee,  Sec'y.,  322  Court  St.,  Chippewa  Falls, 

Wis. 


Brother  John  Hunt  and  Crew. 
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^  ,  Technical  Department  j  ^  |J 


Track  Department. 

Our  technical  this  month  will  be  a  dis- 
course on  switches  and  switch  work.  This 
is  a  subject  not  as  well  understood  by 
apprentices  and  laborers  nor  by  some  of 
the  foremen  as  it  should  be. 

A  switch  oflT  a  tangent  or  straight  line 
is  a  simple  matter,  governed  by  exact 
rules.  A  right-hand  switch  off  a  left- 
hand  curve  or  a  left-hand  switch  off  a 
right-hand  curve  is  generally  an  easy  one 
to  figure  out.  The  distances  are  governed 
by  the  degree  of  the  curve  in  the  main 
line. 

The  most  difficult  switch  is  one  turning 
in  the  same  direction  as  the  curve  in  main 
line.  The  distances  between  the  head 
block  and  frog  in  this  case  will  depend 
entirely  upon  the  degree  of  curvature. 
The  first  thing  to  do  in  either  case  is  to 
see  that  the  main  line  track  is  in  as  per- 
fect alignment  as  is  possible  to  put  it 
because  if  the  main  track  is  out  of  line, 
the  entire  switch,  when  built,  must  neces- 
sarily be  faulty,  so  make  the  line  as  per- 
fect as  possible  first. 

If  switch  timbers  are  to  be  used,  have 
the  set  spread  out  as  near  as  convenient 
to  where  they  are  to  go  in  the  track  and 
see  that  the  line  end  of  the  tie  is  cut  oft 
squarely.  Mark  each  tie  clearly  and  ex- 
actly where  the  line  rail  is  to  rest  on 
the  tie. 

Having  previously  located  the  exact  point 
for  your  frog,  you  next  proceed  to  place 
the  guard  rail  in  position  opposite  to 
where  the  frog  is.  The  guard  rail  prop- 
erly placed,  should  be  two-thirds  of  its 
length  in  advance  of  the  point  of  the  frog 
and  one-third  to  the  rear  or  behind  the 
point.  For  instance,  if  your  guard  rail  is 
12  feet  long  (that  is  the  shortest  length 
that  should  be  used  in  the  main  line) 
measure  8  feet  from  the  end  and  place  the 


8  foot  mark  exactly  opposite  to  where 
the  point  of  the  frog  will  be.  Other  lengths 
of  guard  rails  should  be  placed  in  the  same 
proportion,  two-thirds  ahead  of  the  point 
and  one-third  behind  it.  After  properly 
locating  your  guard  rail,  it  should  be 
spiked  in  place  and  in  additio9  to  the 
spiking  all  giiard  rails  should  be  bolted 
to  the  main  line  in  at  least  three  places; 
at  each  end  and  in  the  center.  After 
your  guard  rail  is  secured,  proceed  to 
place  your  frog.  Now  start  putting  In 
your  ties.  When  the  ties  are  all  in  and 
properly  spiked  and  tamped,  you  can  put 
iu  the  lead. 

When  working  as  a  foreman  on  the 
track,  I  marked  my  gauge  with  a  center 
punch;  the  first  mark  ten  and  five-eighths 
inches  from  the  gauge  end  and  the  sec- 
ond mark  was  one  foot  and  two  and  one- 
eights  inches  from  the  gauge  end.  After 
the  inside  rails  of  lead  had  been  bolted 
'  up,  I  would  measure  and  mark  off  the  dis- 
tance half  way  between  point  of  switch 
and  frog  point  and  mark  the  spot.  Then 
half  way  between  this  mark  and  switch 
point  on  one  end  and  half  way  between 
center  mark  and  frog  point  on  the  other 
end.  I  would  then  set  my  gauge  on  main 
line  at  first  quarter  and  line  rail  to  first 
mark  on  gauge  10%  inches  from  end 
and  spike  the  rail,  then  move  gauge  to 
center  mark  and  line  rail  to  second 
mark  on  gauge  one  foot  and  two  and  one- 
eighth  inches  from  end  and  spike  rail, 
then  line  up  intermediate  points  on  lead 
rail  and  spike  securely  in  place. 

Now  that  you  have  the  inside  half  of 
the  switch  completed  and  lined  up,  we 
will  have  to  commence  on  the  opposite 
side.  The  first  thing  to  do  is  to  put  the 
stock  rail  in  place.  A  kink  should  be 
made  with  a  Jim  crow  from  twelve  to  fif- 
teen inches  in  advance  of  the  switch  point 
This  kink  should  be  made  distinct  but 
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not  too  strong,  so  that  when  the  stock 
rail  lies  in  position  it  will  not  have  to  be 
sprung  either  in  or  out  to  conform  to  the 
exact  gauge  of  track.  The  gauge  should 
be  neat  on  main  line  with  the  point  lying 
up  against  the  stock  rail.  When  the 
switch  is  set  tor  the  siding  it  should  be 
slightly  wider.  The  stock  rail  should  be 
securely  spiked  and  braced  at  the  knuckle 
with  a  good  substantial  tie  under  the  rail, 
which  should  always  be  kept  tamped  up 
tightly  and  level. 

I  prefer  the  broken  joint  in  my  switches 
as  the  line  can  be  retained  better,  and  the 
joint  on  the  siding  to  be  on  a  different 
tie  to  the  joint  of  the  main  line  rails. 

After  your  rails  are  laid  and  spiked, 
mark  off  the  end  of  tie  on  the  siding  end 
at  the  same  distances  and  parallel  to  the 
rail.  The  tie  end  should  be  cut  off  with 
a  saw  and  tamped  up  solidly,  ballast  trim- 
med up  neatly  and  all  the  chips  picked 
up  and  burned  or  buried.  Above  all 
things  in  track  work  and  especially 
around  switches,  cultivate  a  spirit  of  neat- 
ness and  completeness.  Leave  no  work 
longer  than  over  night  to  be  finished  in  its 
entirety.  Bore  all  closures  so  that  they 
can  be  bolted  fully  the  same  as  other 
joints.  This  work  has  only  to  be  done 
once  and  can  be  as  well  done  to-day  as  to- 
morrow, if  you  have  time,  but  if  you  have 
not  the  time  before  night  to  do  it,  do  not 
neglect  it  the  first  thing  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

A  slit  switch  properly  lined  up,  fully 
and  neatly  spiked  and  bolted  with  all  ties 
correctly  placed  and  ends  sawn  off  parallel 
to  the  rail,  ballast  trimmed  up  and  chips 
all  cleaned  away  is  a  job  that  any  track 
man  may  well  be  proud  of  when  finished. 

The  ad  of  the  University  Society  of  New 
York  describes  in  part,  an  excellent  set 
of  twenty-five  volumes,  and,  as  the  title 
implies,  each  volume  is  replete  with  use- 
ful information  told  in  a  pleasing  man- 
ner. Not  a  single  dry  line  have  I  found 
in  the  entire  set,  but  useful  information 
upon  a  large  variety  of  subjects. 

Having  personally  read  a  portion  of 
this  grand  work,  the  editor  can  unreser- 
vedly recommend  them  to  our  members  as 


worthy  of  a  place  in  every  home,  particu- 
larly where  there  is  a  growing  family. 

It  has  been  truly  said  and  written  that, 
"Knowledge  is  power."  All  knowledge 
is  two  fold — the  theoretical  and  practical. 
A  man  or  woman  may  get  along  with  but 
one;  either  with  theory  or  practice,  but 
such  a  one  rarely,  if  ever,  rises  above  the 
mediocre.  Theory  teaches  the  origin  and 
result,  practice  works  out  the  theories, 
making  them  perfect,  so  to  rise  above  our 
fellows  in  knowledge,  it  is  necessary  that 
we  have  both  the  theory  and  practice. 

As  schools  are  not  available  or  possible 
to  many  of  our  people,  some  must  depend 
on  good,  reliable  books  to  acquire  th& 
necessary  knowledge,  putting  what  they 
learn  into  practice  in  their  every  day  life. 
By  all  means  get  good  books  and  study 
them.  Lay  them  aside  when  tired  to  be 
taken  up  again  when  rested.  Tou  hav» 
them  always  with  you  to  cheer  you  on 
your  way  and  Impart  a  knowledge  that, 
without  them,  would  be  Impossible  to 
most  of  us. 

•  o> 

Winnipeg,   Manitoba. 

The  pumpman  is  the  man  whose  du- 
ties are  to  look  after  the  water  supply 
at  one  or  more  stations.  He  should  be 
acquainted  with  and  have  a  working 
knowledge  of  the  plant,  which,  of  course,, 
consists  of  the  pumps  and  motive  power, 
tanks,  etc. 

A  pumpman  should '  "be  careful  and 
painstaking,  and  of  sufficient  ambition  to 
try  to  keep  everything  tidy  and  clean. 
His  duties  do  not  stop  with  just  keeping 
his  tank  full  of  water  and  letting  his 
pumps  and  power  go  to  pieces  and  all 
covered  with  dirt  and  slime.  I  know 
pumpmen  who  keep  their  tanks  clean  and 
tidy  as  is  possible.  I  also  know  others 
whose  engines  and  pumps  are  covered 
with  grease  and  dirt,  as  also  are  the 
floors  and  walls.  It  is  easily  understood 
that  the  last  kind  are  very  unsatisfactory 
workmen.  Grease  and  dirt  being  a  very 
bad  element  against  the  life  of  the  plant. 
A  pumpman  should  go  over  his  machln- 
ery  every  little  while  and  see  that  all  nuts 
are  tight  and  that  joints  are  not  worn,. 
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so  as  to  create  knocks  or  pounds.  He 
should  make  himself  conversant  with  ev- 
ery detail  of  his  job.  He  should  learn 
to  keep  the  outfit  in  repair  and  be  able 
to  do  emergency  work  If  necessary  with- 
out calling  on  his  repairman  for  every 
little  thing  that  may  go  wrong.  It  should 
be  his  boast  that  "the  pump  repairer  has 
not  been  at  my  station  for  months." 

In  winter  time  it  is  up  to  him  to  see 
that  his  fires  are  properly  kept,  also  see 
that  the  contrivance  for  lifting  the  valve 
of  his  tanks  is  kept  free  of  ice.  He 
should  always  be  careful  during  cold 
weather  to  thoroughly  drain  pipes  where 
frost  might  cause  damage.  I  have  known 
where  pumpmen  have  neglected  work  of 
this  kind  and  caused  damage  amounting 
to  a  couple  hundreds  of  dollars. 

Another  matter  that  pumpmen  should 
guard  themselves  against  is  leaving  their 
stations  without  leave  of  absence..  I  have 
known  of  cases  when  I  wanted  a  pumpman 
that  he  was  not  on  the  job.  I  don't  care 
how  little  work  he  has  to  do,  it  is  his 
duty  to  be  on  the  job  anyway  and  where 
he  can  be  found  at  any  time. 

It  is  also  tlie  pumpman's  duty  to  see 
that  sufficient  supplies  are  at  his  sta- 
tion and  that  he  has  ordered  the  same 
in  time  ahead  so  that  the  stores  depart- 
ment will  have  time  to  get  them  out  to 
him.  He  should  also  make  a  point  of 
keeping  his  tanks  full  so  that  if  there 
was  a  break  down  there  would  be  a 
larger  margin  to  work  on  before  his 
tank  was  empty. 

He  should  report  all 
defects  promptly,  stat- 
ing as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble the  trouble,  giving 
number  of  feet  of  wa- 
ter in  tank  and  the  re- 
pairs needful.  I  have 
often  had  reports  sent 
In  something  like  the 
following: 

"Cannot  pump.  Come 
at  once.'* 

You  can  see  how  lit- 
tle information  a  man 
w^ould  have     from     the  i.     (7. 

message  as  above.  There 


are  a  hundred  and  one  things  that 
might  happen  and  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  carry  all  the  necessary  sup- 
plies £0  that  you  could  repair  any  or  all 
of  the  defects  that  might  be. 

A  pumpman  should  always  endeavor 
to  be  known  as  a  man  who  can  be  depend- 
ed upon  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  keep 
things  going.  A  good  pumpman  is  a  jew- 
el for  the  repairer,  while  a  poor  one  is  a 
thorn  in  the  flesh  and  the  repairer  should 
try  to  educate  him,  and  failing  to  prove 
successful,  should  make  a  point  of  getting 
rid  of  him  as  soon  as  possible.  Pumpmen 
are  made,  not  born,  and  the  repairer  is 
the  man  who  has  the  job  of  educating  him 
so  that  he  can  fill  his  position. 

I  believe  that  like  every  other  class  of 
work,  the  pumpman  who  will  do  his  best 
possible  and  learn  new  wrinkles  cannot 
help  being  successful.  Education  pertain- 
ing to  his  work  is  necessary  and  must  be 
taken  in  large  doses  so  that  he  can  de- 
velop a  man  who  will  understand  the  busi- 
ness of  getting  water  from  the  source  of 
supply  to  the  tank.  Although  it  may  ap- 
pear to  be  simple  you  will  find  that  it 
contains  as  many  problems  as  any  other 
class  of  work. 

My  next  letter  to  the  Advocate  will  be 
on  the  subject  of  water,  the  theory  of 
how  the  same  can  be  got  out  of  wells  or 
streams  and  whether  it  is  by  suction  or 
some  other  force.    Yours  in  B.  L.  6  U., 

Geo.  Keays. 


KnotDlea,    2.    W.  Jenkins.    3.    W.  Kin$ey. 

4.    O.  Jackson,  G.  T.  P.  RUr>  i 
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CHINESE  PKOTERBS. 

(Translated    to   English    by   Mr.   A.    Gultcrman. 

in    Colliers.) 
Jf  swearing   oaths   could  aught  avail. 
Would  any  thieves  be  found  In  jail? 

The  Wild  Bird  has  no  food,  no  Wealth  have  1, 
But  all   the  Lands  of  Earth  before  us  lie. 

-Who  falls.  Is  poor  a  while.     Who  takes  a  wife 
-Of  evil  governance,  is  poor  for  life. 

I've  wronged  no  man,  I  work  and  pay  my  score, 
a  fear  no  Midnight  Knock  upon  my  door. 

WTiat  force  may  save  that  nation,  hellward  bent. 
"Where   Wealth    Is   virtue.    Drink   Is   merriment! 

The  Rich   may   riead  and  nibble  figs. 
The  Poor  must  keep  on  raising  pigs. 

•Twixt   Man    and   Wife,    no   spite 
Stsiy  live  bayond  a  Night. 

If  none  would  hear,  a  lie  would  lack  a  Handle; 
It  needs  both  tongue  and  ear  to  make  a  Scandal. 

"Who   would  not  have  his  footsteps  show 
3ifust  walk  in  neither  mud  nor  snow. 

A  word  has  stolen  In  and  bred  a  doubt; 
T'en    thousand   oxen  can  not  drag  it  out. 

Your  fields,  unplowed,  will  come  to  naught; 
-What  good  will  come  of  sons,  untaught. 

Who   lacks  a  smiling   face,  had  better  stop 
And   think  a  bit.   before  he   starts  a  shop. 

Before  he  thatched   his  roof,  the   torrents  fell; 
And  drought  was  king  before  he  dug  his  well. 

J^o  matter  what  the  Issue,   do  your  best 
JLnd   let  the  Gods  and  Fairies  do  the  rest. 

•^y 

FREPDY'S    KITTY. 


Freddy  had  a  noisy  kitty; 

Wrapped  It  up  In  brick  and  sack; 
Dropped   it   in   full   water   barrel. 

Left  It  there  'til   he  came  back. 
Called    there   In   about   an   hour. 

Heard  a  "meow"  and   feared  a   trick. 
Found    the    cat    had    drunk    the    water 

And  waa  sitting  on  the  brick. 

— F.   J.   C. 
. 0^O^ 

■There    was   a    young    lady    nomea    Banker, 
Who  slept  while  the  ship  lay  at  anchor; 

She  awoke  In  dismay, 

When  she  heard  the  mate  say, 
'•T^ow  hoist  up  the  top  sheet   and  spanker." 


A    SCAB'S    EPITAPH. 


Composed  by  Jim  Robinson,  Walters*  Union,  Lo- 
cal  30,    San   Francisco,    (al. 
Down   deep  beneath  this  marble  slab 

Lies  the  body  of  a  long  forgotten  scab. 
Enclosed  within   this  silent  tomb. 

He  must  remain  till  the  day  of  doom 
A  tear  for  him  has  ne'er  been  shed 

Since   first   he   mingled   with   the  dead. 

The   worms   now    have    got    for    food 
This   hideous   monster   of  gratitude. 

No  flowers  grow  upon  the  grave 
Of  this  low  degraded   artful  knave. 

No    song   of   praise   will    ever   be 
S^mg    o'er    this    wretch    of    Inqulty. 

On   history's  page   you    now   can   find 
The  dreadful   record  he  left  behind 

And   there's   one   fact    can't   be    denied. 
In   martyrs   blood   his   hands   were  dyed. 

And   well    do  I   remember  when 

This    strikebreaker    murdered    union   men. 

When    Gabriel's    trumpet    notes    resound. 

Then   will   come   forth    this   hell-born   hound. 

Sad    indeed   will    be    his   fate. 

When   St.    Peter  meets  him   at  the  gate. 

When  Peter  looks  on  him  with  scorn. 
He'll  wish  that  he  were  never  born. 

Through  heaven's  gates  you  never  go. 

So  I   will    send   you  down   below. 
There   with   the   other  scabs  you'll   be. 

Throughout  the  ages  of  eternity. 
Begone    forever    from    my    sight. 

Farewell   you    scab,    farewell,   good   night. 

— Selected. 
^O^ 


S.\YS  SWEARING  IS  NATVRAIi  AND 
NECESSARY. 


Boston,  Mass.,  April  12.— Prof.  Clarence  An- 
drews, of  the  English  department  of  Amherst 
College,  has  raised  a  tempest  among  New  Eng- 
land clergymen  by  declaring  that  swearing  Is 
a  necessary,  natural  and  universal  language  of 
man. 

. s-O-e 

JL'ST  BEING  HAPPY. 


Just    being    happy 

Is  a  fine  thing  to  do. 
Looking  on  the  bright  side. 

Rather   than   the   blue; 
Sad    or  sunny   musing 

Is  largely  in  choosing. 
And  Just  being  happy 

Is  a  brave   thing  to  do.     j 
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SM1I.E  AND  HUSTLE. 


TUK  QriTTER. 


When    your   plans   go   all   awry, 

Smile  and  hustle. 
Not  a  bit  of  use  to  cry. 

Smile  and  hustle. 
Waste   of  time   to   fret  and  scold. 
Brace,   and   get  another  hold; 
Meet  the  future  brave  and  bold — 

Smile  and  hustle. 

Somo  big  scheme  wound  up  In  wreVk? 

Smile  and  hustle. 
Bad    luck    smite    you    In    the    neck? 

Smile  and  hustle. 
Be  a  man   among  big  men, 
Orab   a  hold  and  try   again, 
Spit    upon   your    hands,    and    then 

Smile  and  hustle. 

Wh«*n  a   brave   man   hits   the  bumps — 

Smile  and  hustle. 
Then  Is  when  he  up  and  humps, 

Smile  and  hustle. 
Waste  of  time  to  weep  and  wall. 
Just  forget  that  small  word  "fall." 
Don't   moon   'round   till   you    go   stale — 

Smile  and  hustle. 

Everybody    has    bad    luck. 

Smile  and  hustle. 
That's  the   time  to  show  your  pluck. 

Smile  and  hustle. 
Say,  "Hard  luck,  goodby  to  you." 
Start    off    on    a   tack    that's   new. 
Keep    straight    on    with    purpose    true. 

Smile  and  hustle. 

—The    Commoner. 

9^y» 


THE    POOR    MAN    WITH    A    SMILE. 


His    pants   were    patched,    his    coat    was    worn, 
But  on   his  face   there   glowed   the  morn. 
His  shoes  were  patched,  as  were  his  pants, 
And  he  had  lost  full  many  a  chance; 
But  still   through  pain  and  grief  and  guile 
He  was  a  poor  man  with  a  smile! 

Sometimes  his  cheeks   were  thin  and   wan. 

But   upward   to  his  eyes  the   dawn 

From  that  poor  patient  smile  that  lit 

His  lips  on  gloomy  wings  would  flit: 

From    dream    to    dream,    long    mile    by    mile. 

He  was  a  poor  man  with  a  smile! 

One  side  the   road  a  king  passed   by. 
There  was  no   dawn-Ught  in  his   eye; 
His   cheeks  were   sunken,   well   as  pale. 
He  gazed  in  sadness  down  the  vale: 
Thla  poor  man  on  the  other  side — 
Oh»   how  Ood   marks   the   Great   Divide! 

— Baltimore    Sun. 


While    watching  a   game   of   tag,   one  day, 
I  heard  one  boy  in  a  shrill  voice  say 
"If  I  must  be  'it'  then  I  won't  play. 

If  I  must  be  'it' 

I'll  quit!" 

The  cry  of  that  boy,  grown  up  to-day, 
Is  "borne  to  me  through  the  endless  fray: 
"If  I  can't  be  it*  then  I  won't  play. 

If  I  can't  be  'it' 

I'll  quit!" 

^Mrs.  John  T.  Van  Sant 

•  <y» 

MAKE  GOOD. 


The  man  we  like  is  the  man  who  wins — 

The  man  with  a  mighty  will; 
Who  plods  away  through  the  beat  of  the  daf. 

And  Journeys  up  the  hill. 
His   is    the   hand    we   like   to    grasp; 

He  is  the  man  that  we  would 
Clasp  to  our  breast  with  friendly  seat — 

The  man  who  is  making  good. 

For  whether  it  be  on  land  or  sea. 

In  peace  or  the  bloody  fray. 
The  men  we  cheer  are  the  men   who  steer 

A    straightway  course    each    day. 
Not  the  man  who  falters  and   drops  aside. 

But  the  man  who  has  boldly  stood 
In   the   thick  of  the  fight  for  the  cause  of  the 
right— 

The  man  who  is  making  good. 

Then  here's  to  the  man  today,  say  I, 

Who    strives    with    a   heart    of    steel. 
With    his   red   blood   warm   in    his  manly  form. 

Though   envy's  at  his  heel. 
Yes,    here's    to    the    man    who    lolls    right  oa 

Though    he    be    misunderstood: 
I  make  my  bow  to  him  right  now — 

The  man  who   Is  making  good. 

— Detroit    Free    Press. 


-.»o^- 


OU>  AND  YOrNO. 


They  soon  grow  old  who  grope  for  gold 
In   marts  where  all  is  bought  and  seld; 
Who  live  for  self,  and  on  some  shelf 
In  darkened   vaults  hoard  up  their  pelf» 
Cankered    and    crusted    o'er    with    mold. 
For  them  their  youth  itself  is  old. 

They  ne'er  grow  old  who  gather  gold 
Where  spring  awakes  and  flowers  unff^d; 

Where  suns  arise  in  Joyous  skies. 

And  fill  the  soul  within  their  eyea 
For  them   the  Immortal  bards  have  snni, 
For   them    old   age    Itself   is   yoong. 

— Christopher  Pearse  Cranclu 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

AU  oontributioDs  to  our  oorreepondence  columns  must  be  in  NOT  LATER  than  the  TENTH  OF  THE 
MONTH  to  insure  publication. 

Articles  must  be  written  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Noms  de  plume  may  be  used,  but  every  article 
must  be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  and  address  of  the  vrriter  to  insure  insertion. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  receive  articles  ou  any  subject  of  sreneral  interest  to  the  frat«mity. 

Sectarian,  partisan,  sectional  or  racial  discussions  will  not  be  printed. 

All  oonunonications  are  subject  to  revision  or  rejection,  as  the  editor  may  deem  proper. 

The  editor  does  not  assume  responsibility  for  the  opinions  expressed  by  contributors  in  this  department 

All  correspondence  pertainintr  to  the  Advocatb  should  be  addressed  to  8.  J.  Pegq.  Editor  and  Manairer 
Vanol  Buildinr.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


President's  Message. 

Once  more  I  have  the  good  fortune, 
thanks  to  the  good  work  of  an  army  of 
workers  everywhere,  who  must  he  en- 
tering heartily  into  the  co-operation 
movement  to  make  each  month  hetter 
than  its  namesake  of  1910,  and  can  tell 
of  April's  fine  increase  over  its  1910 
predecessor.  Good  for  all  concerned, 
April  included!  Surely  Brother  Keays' 
motto  is  being  generally  appropriated 
and  worked  out,  **Let  the  good  work  go 
on."  I  can  send  you  nothing  better  this 
bright  May  morning  than  just  that,  **Let 
the  good  work  go  on." 

I  heard  recently  in  Winnipeg  Dr.  Gor- 
don of  the  Congpregational  church,  say- 
ing he  was  sometimes  asked  why  he  did 
not  preach  more  of  sin  and  sinners,  and 
he  said  his  reply  was  that  we  are  all  very 
conscious  of  the  fact,  and  he  thought 
what  the  world  needed  most  was  not 
more  consciousness  of  sin,  but  more 
hope  and  faith  to  lead  them  to  a  better 
life. 

I  appropriated  the  thought  as  sound 
philosophy,  and  am  glad  this  morning 
to  have  such  a  hearty  and  hopeful  mes- 
sage to  send  out  as  the  returns  to  head- 
qaarters  warrant,  and  so,  inspired  with 
renewed  hope  and  strengthened  faith, 
again  I  will  repeat  the  good  motto,  **Let 
the  good  work  go  on." 

My  last  letter  told  of  the  acceptance  by 


the  C.  P.  R.  management  of  the  recent 
award  given  by  the  conciliation  and  in- 
vestigation commission,  or,  as  we  gen- 
erally say,  by  the  Lemieux  act.  By  the 
way,  I  think  the  act  should  have  the 
name  of  the  present  minister  of  labor, 
who  was  then  deputy  minister,  coupled 
with  it,  as  I  feel  certain  he  had  a  large 
part  in  putting  it  on  the  statute  books, 
but  that  is  on  the  side.  Well,  I  told  of 
Vice-President  McNicoU's  acceptance, 
but  not  in  a  cheerful  mind.  In  fact,  as 
the  Frenchman  said  on  the  ocean  steam- 
er when  asked  if  he  had  had  his  dinner, 
'•Quite  the  contrary."  He  (Mr.  McNicoll) 
thought  the  award  was  entirely  too 
favorable  to  us  and  assured  the  board  of 
the  C.  P.  R.  he  was  going  to  do  several 
things  which  would  work  a  hardship  to 
the  membership  of  the  maintenance-of- 
way  employes,  and  would  ask  for  another 
new  board  as  soon  as  possible. 

Then  I  told  you  I  was  going  to  Winni- 
peg at  the  invitation  of  the  general 
chairman  of  the  C.  N.  R.  joint  protective 
board,  as  the  management  there  had 
notified  the  minister  of  labor  they  could 
not  see  their  way  to  accept  the  award. 
In  order  that  the  good  news  may  reach 
you  the  quicker,  I  will  anticipate  the 
rest  of  what  I  am  going  to  say  by  stating 
that  the  conclusion  of  the  negotiations 
entered  into  on  my  arrival  resulted  in 
a  happy  settlement,  with  the  cordial 
good  will  of  the  G.  N.  R.  management. 
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Briefly,  then,  the  conference  began  with 
an  interview  between  the  general  chair- 
man and  his  Joint  protective  board  and 
the  general  aaperintendent,  accompanied 
by  Superintendent  Warren.  In  lieu  of 
the  rates  given  by  the  com  mission,  Mr. 
Cameron  submitted  a  proposition  of 
lower  rates,  and,  as  for  the  rules  of  the 
award,  would  have  nothing  g^ood  to  say 
of  them,  stating  frankly  that  some  of 
them  were  unworkable  and  would  lead 
to  continual  friction  between  the  official's 
and  the  employes,  which  he  was  cer- 
tainly desirous  of  averting. 

The  discussion  was  frank  and  free  on 
both  sides,  and  the  board  retired  to  con- 
sider his  offer,  which  resulted  in  their 
unanimously  declining  it,  and,  at  a 
second  conference  the  next  morning,  the 
same  parties  present  on  both  sides  of  the 
table,  the  general  superintendent  was 
so  informed,  each  of  us  expressing  our 
regret  that  we  could  not  settle  the 
matter  then  and  there  amicably,  to  our 
mutual  satisfaction.  But  on  Mr.  Cam- 
eron's stating  that  he  had  no  authority 
to  go  further  and  was,  indeed,  making 
the  offer  he  did  in  the  interest  of  indus- 
trial peace,  but  believing  that  he  could 
get  it  accepted  by  the  C.  N.  authorities, 
we  departed. 

The  board  then,  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  our  constitution,  wrote  me 
a  full  statement  of  the  negotiations  to 
date,  and,  turning  the  matter  over  to 
me,  went  back  to  their  homes  and  duties. 
While  I  had  no  doubt  that  the  chairman 
and  his  board  were  warranted  in  stating 
to  me  that  the  men  whom  they  repre- 
sented had  given  them  full  authority  to 
act  as  they  might  deem  best,  I  decided 
that,  in  justice  to  all  concerned— the 
maintenance-of-way  employes,  the  man- 
agement of  the  C.  N.  R.,  which  has 
always  met  our  committees  so  frankly 
everywhere,  and  to  the  organization — 
that,  in  interest  of  all  three  parties,  I 
should  lay  Mr.  Cameron's  offer  before 
the  employes,  and  I  did  so,  side  and 
side  by  the  rates  given  by  the  commis- 
sion. The  result  was  a  practically  unan- 
imous support  of  the  board's  position, 
and  I  opened  negotiations  with  General 
Superintendent  Cameron,  and,  to  make 
a  long  story   short  enough  to  suit  the 


space  g^ven  me  by  oar  editor,  I  need 
only  say  that,  by  accepting  the  rates 
given  to  as  in  the  award  and  continuing 
the  rules  which  had  been  in  effect  for 
two  years  and  bad  worked  well,  amended 
by  some  of  the  rules  of  the  award,  rules 
which  increased  the  rates  of  oar  men, 
I  had  the  satisfaction  of  coming  to  an 
amicable  settlement  with  General  Saper- 
intendent  Cameron,  and  agreeing  with 
him,  in  behalf  of  the  employes,  that  the 
new  schedule  should  be,  «as  far  as  we 
were  concerned — he  for  the  company  and 
myself  and  Chairman  Fljozdal  for  the 
employes — the  Award  given  by  the  com- 
missioners. 

The  next  step  was  to  so  notify  the 
minister  of  labor,  which  was  promptly 
done,  and  just  as  promptly  came  back 
his  congratulations  of  the  happy  termi- 
nation of  the  controversy  begun  in  May 
of  1910. 

I  have  said  that  the  increase  was  g^ven 
with  hearty  good  will  by  the  C.  N.  R, 
management,  and  I  again  repeat  that, 
and  am  pleased  to  know  that  the  cordial 
relations  which  have  been  so  long  main- 
tained between  the  officials  and  the 
maintenance-of-way  employes  continued 
as  good  as  ever.  Indeed,  as  it  is  said 
that  a  little  breeze  clears  the  atmosphere 
and  makes  it  purer  and  better  worth 
living  in,  I  would  not  be  at  all  surprised 
if  the  relations  are  even  more  cordial, 
if  that  were  possible,  than  they  have 
always  been. 

Let  me  give  credit  to  whom  credit  is 
due,  and,  having  given  General  Manager 
McLeod  and  his  general  superintendent 
and  officials  generally,  and  Mr.  Warren 
^  especially,  due  credit  for  the  courteous 
reception  given  to  all  concerned  in  these 
negotiations,  let  me  speak  a  good  word 
for  the  joint  protective  board  of  the 
C.  N.,  than  whom  I  never  met  or  workeil 
with  a  more  level-headed  lot  of  men, 
and  a  special  word  of  their  excellent  and 
most  efficient  general  chairman,  Bro.  F. 
H.  Fljozdal.  To  his  good  work  I  attrib- 
ute in  a  large  measure  the  excellent 
condition  of  affairs  on  the  C.  N.  today, 
and  acknowledge  my  own  indebtedness 
to  him  for  good  counsel  in  our  late  con- 
ference, which  resulted  in  the  schedule 
of  which  I  have  written.   . 
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I  have  had  many  pleasant  moments 
since  the  lot  of  the  presidency  fell  to 
me,  but  I  think  that  few,  if  any,  have 
equaled  the  pleasure  which  I  enjoyed  as 
(General  Superintendent  Cameron,  for 
the  company,  and  F.  H.  Pljozdal,  for  the 
employes,  put  their  signatures  to  the 
new  agreement  on  Friday,  the  28th  of 
April,  1911.  I  will  certainly  mark  it  as 
one  of  the  reddest  letter  days  in  my 
calendar,  and  will  long  remember  Mr. 
Cameron's  remark  when  we  met  him 
that  morning,  that  '^Friday  was  his 
lucky  day,"  and  my  response,  **Mine 
also,"  and  certainly  the  result  would 
seem  to  show,  if  there  is  any  such  thing 
as  luck,  that  Friday  is  the  peer  of  any 
of  the  week  days.  While  on  the  subject, 
I  would  be  ungn^ateful  and  unmindful  of 
a  duty  if  I  failed  to  mention  the  good 
work  of  our  vice-president,  Bro.  H.  Irwin, 
who  acted  for  me  in  all  these  negotia- 
tions up  to  the  time  of  the  granting  of 
the  award  by  the  commissioners.  On 
all  the  roads  cpncemed  he  was  the  chief 
spokesman,  assisted  by  the  general 
chairmen  of  each  system  and  their 
boards,  all  of  whom  were  present  at  the 
hearing  of  their  own  case.  And  none 
of  those  who  have  received  the  ben- 
efits which  these  awards  ha^ve  brought 
are  more  truly  thankful  for  the  benefits 
accrued  than  our  energetic  vice-presi- 
dent. Brother  Irwin. 

defore  leaving  the  pleasant  story  of  the 
C.  N.  conference,  I  had  the  pleasure, 
thanks  to  the  good  offices  of  General 
Superintendent  Cameron,  of  being  af- 
forded the  privilege  of  meeting  once 
more  with  the  full  joint  protective  board, 
receiving  their  hearty  approbation  for 
the  work  done,  and  thus  happily  closed 
my  pleasant  visit  to  Winnipeg  and  to 
the  good  brothers  of  the  C.  N.  R. 

This  done,  along  with  General  Chair- 
man Barker  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific, 
I  called  to  see  the  G.  T.  P.  officials,  and 
had  a  pleasant  conference  with  General 
Superintendent  Brewer,  urging  upon  him 
the  acceptance  of  the  award  granted  in 
the  case  of  the  G.  T.  P.  Mr.  Brewer 
claims  that  they  are  paying  their  fore- 
men f75  per  month  and  free  house  and 
fuel,  and  would  pay  their  sectionmen 
and  others  in  the  maintenance-of-way 


department  whatever  was  necessary  to 
secure  as  good  men  as  their  neighbors 
were  paying  on  the  other  roads. 

As  I  do  not  wish  to  be  unfair,  I  must 
confess  that  I  did  not  ask  Mr.  Brewer 
whether  this  referred  to  all  section  fore- 
men and  to  all  section  houses.  My  mem- 
ory at  the  investigation  in  Toronto  being 
that  the  free  rent  and  fuel  was  only  in 
the  combination  stations,  which  were 
given  to  the  section  foremen  free  of  rent 
and  with  fuel,  and,  I  presume,  light, 
they  keeping  the  waiting  room  open 
and  warmed  for  the  convenience  of  the 
traveling  public  who  used  the  Q.  T.  P. 
line.  At  any  rate,  he  claimed  that  they 
were  paying  as  high  or  higher  wages  to 
that  important  class  in  all  our  schedules, 
the  section  foremen.  The  fact  that 
things  were  moving  smoothly  was  re- 
ferred to,  as  Chairman  Barker  had  not 
yet  had  to  take  up  as  high  as  the  general 
superintendent  any  grievance,  showing 
that  the  men  were  being  fairly  treated, 
all  of  which,  of  course,  was  referred  to 
in  the  conference  with  Mr.  Brewer.  As 
General  Manager  Chamberlain  was  not 
in  town,  I  regretted  that  I  was  not  able 
to  see  him.  He  was  very  fair  to  us — in- 
deed, generous — in  his  treatment  of  us 
when  he  was  manager  of  the  Canadian 
Atlantic  Railway,  and  gave  us  a  good 
set  of  rules,  and  I  am  very  hopeful  that 
he  will  not,  in  the  new  country  of  the 
great  West,  have  his  men  working  feel-  • 
ing  that  they  are  being  discriminated 
against,  as  compared  with  the  same 
class  of  employes  on  the  neighboring 
lines. 

Meantime,  other  matters  where,  un- 
fortunately, the  same  happy  relations 
were  not  existing  as  were  upon  the  G. 
T.  P.,  called  me  away,  no  less  than  six 
of  our  roads  in  Chicago  terminals  being 
on  strike  from  the  first  of  May,  and  I 
could  not  leave  Winnipeg  before  the 
morning  of  the  2d;  and  so,  in  our  ex- 
perience as  an  organization,  just  as  in 
our  experience  as  individuals,  the  warp 
and  woof  of  life  has  its  different  textures, 
and  shade  is  usually  mingled  with  sun- 
shine. Happily,  in  the  case  of  most  of 
us,  as  in  the  case  of  the  organization, 
the  clouds  and  the  shades  are  the  excep- 
tion, but  they  seem  to  be  bound  to  come, 
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and,  ill  this  case,  the  storm  center  is 
Chicago.  On  six  of  our  terminals  there, 
the  men,  by  unanimous  vote,  instructed 
their  joint  protective  boards  to  wait  upon 
the  general  chairman  of  the  General 
Managers'  Association  for  a  joint  con- 
ference for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
standard  scale  of  rules  and  rates.  Fail- 
ing to  effect  their  object,  they  joined 
what  is  apparently  the  May  habit  in 
Chicago  and  went  on  strike,  to  try  in 
that  way  to  secure  a  standard  scale  of 
rules  and  rates.  Up  to  the  present  time, 
there  has  b^en  nothing  like  a  standard 
rate  of  pay,  and  on  only  a  few  of  the 
roads  anything  like  a  fair  set  of  rules, 
nor  I  think,  indeed,  on  only  one  or  two 
of  the  six  roads  was  any  overtime  given 
to  section  foremen. 

I  am  speaking  from  memory,  and  not 
positively  from  the  fact,  but  my  best 
recollection  is  that  only  on  one  or  two 
of  the  roads  is  overtime  given  to  the  sec- 
tion foremen,  and  when  one  remembers 
that  Chicago  is  a  stormy  city,  with 
plenty  of  snow  in  winter,  and  that,  of 
course,  these  terminals  are  largely  com- 
posed of  yards,  one  can  easily  under- 
stand the  complaint  of  the  foremen  that 
they  were  being  most  unjustly  dealt 
with  in  the  matter  of  overtime.  Then 
when  one  considers  that  the  rate  of  pay 
is  not  much  higher  than  in  country  sec- 
tions, where  hardly  a  day's  overtime  is 
worked  in  a  year,  the  injustice,  by  con- 
trast, becomes  more  apparent,  and  ex- 
plains the  unanimous  vote  to  suspend 
work  if  a  standard  rate  was  not  given. 

Immediately  on  receiving  Vice-Presi- 
dent Vurpia's  telegram,  I  came  as 
promptly  as  possible  to  Chicago,  and  ar- 
riving there,  at  once  tried  what  I  could 
do  as  a  peacemaker.  I  think,  if  I  have 
any  ambition  in  life,  it  is  to  be  just  that — 
a  peacemaker — and  the  last  of  my  wishes 
is  ever  to  be  known  as  a  strike  leader. 
I  need  not  repeat  that  I  abominate 
strikes,  and  favor  arbitration  as  a  means 
to  settle  these  controversies,  for  the  rea- 
son, amongst  others,  thatastrike,  which 
means  force,  doesn't  touch  the  merits  of 
the  question,  and  even  where  the  men 
have  all  the  elements  of  justice  on  their 
side,  as  I  believe  they  have  in  this  Chi- 
cago struggle,  justice  alone  may  not  be 


sufficient  to  win  the  case.  Arbitration 
goes  to  the  merits  of  the  question,,  and 
hence  my  strong  inclination  to  that 
cardinal  doctrine  of  our  organization. 
So  on  arriving  in  Chicago,  and  leamirig 
the  position  of  affairs,  my  first  thonglic 
was  to  try  to  bring  about  a  settlement 
honorable  to  all  concerned.  Knowing: 
that  a  good  friend  of  labor,  and  of  my 
own.  Dr.  Chas.  P.  Neil,  commissioner  of 
labor,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  was  in 
town,  I  called  upon  him  and,  through 
his  good  offices,  received  a  very  cordial 
introduction  to  the  chairman  of  the  Gen- 
eral Managers'  Association,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Jackson,  vice-president  of  the  C.  &  E.  1. 
Ry.  After  a  conference  with  him,  and 
finding  him  sympathetic  with  our  case,  I 
asked  his  good  offices  in  endeavoring  to 
bring  about  a  settlement,  proposing  to 
him  that  if  the  general  managers  of  the 
roads  concerned  would  meet  acommittee 
of  their  own  employes,  to  discuss  with 
them  a  standard  scale  of  rules  and  rates 
for  the  Chicago  terminals  in  contro- 
versy, and,  failing  to  agree,  submit  any 
matter  in  dispute  to  arbitration,  I  would 
call  off  the  strike,  the  negotiations  to 
commence  at  once,  and,  if  mutually 
agreeable,  in  any  case  where  the  contro- 
versy was  not  settled  by  conference,  the 
same  arbitrators  should  settle  the  con- 
troversy on  all  roads  where  conference 
had  not  been  successful  in  doing  so. 

Mr.  Jackson  very  readily  consented  to 
act  as  mediator,  and  he  was  very  anx- 
ious that  the  strike,  which  was  then  three 
days'  old,  might  be  terminated  that 
evening,  but,  I  regret  to  say,  late  that 
evening  I  received  a  very  kindly  letter 
from  him,  stating  that,  so  far,  lie  had 
been  able  only  to  see  three  of  the  man- 
agers concerned,  and  had  not  been  able 
to  prevail  upon  them  to  accept  the  prop- 
osition, owing  to  the  fact  of  the  men 
having  gone  on  strike.  I  replied,  thank- 
ing him  for  his  good  offices  and  assuring 
him  that,  if  at  any  time  later  the  man- 
agers took  a  different  position  and  came 
to  a  better  frame  of  mind,  I  would  be 
found  helpful  in  doing  my  part  in  re- 
storing the  guardians  of  the  track,  bridges 
and  signal  service  to  their  former  posi- 
tions, thus  giving  the  roads  the  best  set 
of  men  they  can  possibly  have  for  these. 
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various  positions  and  putting  an  end  to 
a  warfare  which  was  expensive  to  both, 
and  in  my  opinion  coald  not  too  soon  be 
brought  to  an  end  honorably. 

An  invitation  to  Secretary-Treasurer 
Pegg  and  myself  to  be  present  at  the 
convention  of  the  O.  R,  T.  in  Toronto 
and  the  B.  R.  T.  in  Harrisburg  are  among 
the  gatherings  which  both  would  like  to 
attend,  conveying  to  both  the  heartiest 
good  will  of  our  organization. 

How  much  we  will  be  able  to  accom- 
plish, I  am  not  now  prepared  to  say, 
owing  largely  to  affairs  in  Chicago,  but, 
if  at  all  possible,  I  should  be  happy  to 
attend  both  gatherings,  as  Brother  Pegg 
states  that  he  is  too  busy  at  present  to 
be  able  to  attend  either.  In  any  event, 
we  wish  them  both,  as  we  do  to  all  our 
fellow-brotherhoods  in  the  railway  ser- 
vice, our  best  wishes  for  their  prosperity, 
and,  especially,  that  any  of  them  in 
convention  assembled  may  have  a  peace- 
ful, useful  and  profitable  time,  with  ac- 
crued profit  to  themselves  and  those 
whom  they  represent  in  the  employing 
railways. 

Summons  to  come  to  Washington  from 
Chairman  Johnson  and  the  joint  protec- 
tive board  on  the  Southern  Railway  had 
to  be  deferred,  for  reasons  that  will  be 
easily  understood  from  the  foregoing 
portions  of  my  letter,  and  a  recommenda- 
tion that  he  adjourn  his  board  for  a 
couple  of  weeks,  until  it  was  more  possi- 
ble for  me  to  attend,  has  met  with  a  re- 
sponse from  Brother  Johnson  that  the 
adjournment  has  taken  place/ 

On  the  Central  of  Georgia  Brother 
Powell  is  now  with  Chairman  Borom  and 
his  committee,  and  thus  far  the  reported 
progress  is  not  very  encouraging.  The 
refusal  of  the  interstate  commerce  com- 
mission to  allow  the  railways  to  increase 
their  rates  is  given  on  several  roads  as  a 
reason  why  they  cannot  possibly  further 
increase  the  wages  of  their  employes, 
but  there  is  one  class  of  employes — and 
that  is  those  employed  in  the  mainte- 
nanoe-of-way  department— who  have 
been  overlooked  in  the  distribution  of 
wage  appropriation,  and  who  may  well 
be  considered  on  any  of  those  roads 
where  our  craft  are  at  present  en- 
gaged. 


On  the  Boston  and  Albany  and  Bangor 
and  Aroostook  Railways  committees  are 
in  communication  with  their  officials 
and  there  is  a  possibility  on  both  roads 
that  a  reference  may  be  made  to  the 
board  of  arbitration.  The  affairs  are 
in  competent  hands,  Brothers  M.  J. 
Powers  and  G.  B.  Jenness  being  in 
charge  of  matters  in  the  New  England 
states,  and  I  leave  the  affairs  in  their 
hands  with  perfect  confidence  that,  until 
I  can  come  to  them,  everything  will  be 
done  for  the  very  best  and  just  as  well 
as  if  I  were  present.  I  can  say  the  same 
of  any  and  all  of  our  vice-presidents  en- 
gaged in  assisting  any  of  these  commit- 
tees. I  am  not  so  vain  as  to  imagine 
that  I  have  any  superior  wisdom,  or  any 
superior  magnetism,  to  make  negotia- 
tions more  easy  than  these  good  men 
can  do.  The  prestige  of  the  president  of 
the  organization,  I  really  believe,  far 
more  than  any  personal  influence  of 
mine,  is  what  gives  strength  to  the  vice- 
presidents  and  the  joint  protective 
boards  because  of  my  presence  with 
them,  and  so  I  am  quite  satisfied  that 
all  these  good  assistants  are  doing  all 
they  can  do  in  each  and  every  case,  and 
I  have  never  had  the  slightest  quiver  of 
doubt  of  either  their  integrity  in  the  po- 
sitions which  they  occupy  or  in  the  work 
which  they  are  doing. 

Our  Auxiliary  is  doing  as  well  as  could 
be  expected,  to  use  an  expression  that  is 
tolerably  common,  and  is  used  generally 
where  the  healthy  youngster  has  added 
to  the  happiness  of  loving  parents,  and 
so  I  think  it  is  entirely  applicable  in  this 
case.  The  membership  and  those  who 
are  friends  of  the  Auxiliary  will  be  glad 
to  know  that  Portage  la  Prairie,  our 
banner  lodge,  has  added  to  its  excellent 
repute  by  the  formation  of  a  Woman's 
Auxiliary,  under  the  new  leadership,  and 
I  thank  them  very  heartily  for  giving 
me  the  opportunity  to  preside  in  the 
chair  during  the  formation  of  the  Auxil- 
iary. I  trust  that  our  good  people  every- 
where will  co-operate  with  us,  our  good 
sisters  in  charge  of  this  work  believing, 
as  I  sincerely  do,  that  they  may  be  very 
helpful  to  the  cause  of  organization,  just 
as  I  have  repeatedly  said,  that  every 
good  cause  goes  along,  and  the  more 
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happily  and  the  more  speedily  when 
backed  by  good  women. 

I  am  sure  that  I  voice  the  thooghts  of 
every  delegate  to  our  late  convention  in 
Boston,  and  of  all  the  good  sisters  and 
brothers  who  have  ever  had  the  good 
fortune  to  meet  that  happy  couple,  Sis- 
ter and  Brother  W.  H.  Noyes,  the  latter 
the  chairman  of  the  grand  executive 
committee,  and  all  will  Join  with  me, 
and  with  all  our  good  people  at  head- 
quarters, in  the  expression  of  deep  and 
heartfelt  sympathy,  which  we  have  sent 
to  them,  on  the  occasion  of  their  be- 
reavement in  the  loss  of  their  dear  little 
boy,  Maxie,  whom  so  many  will  remem- 
ber as  being  present  with  his  little  sis- 
ter, Thelma,  and  playing  round  the 
lobby  of  the  hotel  and  in  the  room 
where  the  good  ladies  were  forming  their 
Auxiliary,  when  in  Boston,  last  Septem- 
ber. A  telegram  from  Brother  Noyes  to 
Secretary  Pegg,  yesterday  morning, 
gave  us  the  sad  news  that  on  Thursday, 
the  4th  of  May,  the  bright  little  spirit 
had  been  carried  away  by  the  angels  to 
the  home  of  such  blessed  ones  in  the 
"Land  that  is  fairer  than  day."  I  am 
sure  that  your  sympathy,  as  mine,  will 
go  out  to  the  stricken  parents  and  the 
dear  little  sister  in  these  sad  days. 

I  was  reading  in  a  paper,  the  other 
day,  a  short  piece  of  philosophy  of  an 
old  darkey  mammy,  with  which  I  think 
I  will  close  my  letter,  as  I  would  like  to 
say  something  that  would  strengthen 
your  hope  and  increase  your  faith,  and  I 
have  been  touched,  and  my  hope  has 
been  strengthened,  and  my  faith  re- 
newed, by  reading  this  good  oldmammy's 
thoughts,  with  which  I  will  close  this 
letter: 

Honey  I    Just  listen. 

Don't  cry  and  fret— 
There's  a  whole  day  tomorrow 

That  ain't  been  touched  yet. 

Moocht  be  a  surprise 

That  would  make  your  heart  shout. 
Look  like  'twas  heaven 

loomed  inside  out. 

Mousht  go  a-walkin* 

Lous  o'  the  road. 
Find  a  gold  nugget 

Big  as  a  toad. 

.  Might  turn  a  corner. 
Most  any  place— 
Best  fren*  a-smilin' 
Right  in  your  face. 


Might  fln'  the  going 
Nigh  shoe^moath  deep. 

One  path  o'  blessings- 
Yon  go  to  sleep. 

Heart  of  mine.  listen: 

Why  will  you  fret. 
When  God's  good  tomorrow 

Is  all  untouched  yet? 

-Anna  B.  Bryant  (Selected). 

With  best  wishes  to  each  and  even- 
one  of  you,  I  am,  yours  fraternally, 

A.  B.  Lows,  President. 

•  Oe 

Inconsistent  Attitude  of  Railroads 
Toward  Their  Employes. 

About  four  years  ago,  in  pursuance  of 
a  prearranged  plan,  the  railroads  simul- 
taneously, but  separately,  began  the  or- 
ganisation on  their  respective  lines  of  a 
'* Protective  Association."  Later,  in  fur- 
therance of  the  same  plan,  they  united, 
and  the  association  became  ''national." 
8till  later,  as  an  afterthought,  to  incor- 
porate an  inducement  for  the  employes 
to  enter  and  remain  in  the  organisation, 
a  financial  element  was  added  in  the 
way  of  an  ''investment."  At  first  an 
annual  due  of  twenty-five  cents  was  re- 
quired; but,  as  nobody  paid  his  second 
assessment,  that  feature  was  eliminated, 
and  now  a  membership  once  acquired 
cannot  be  lost  while  the  employe  re- 
mains in  the  service. 

The  object  of  this  association  was  first 
said  by  the  railroads  to  be  a  "campaign 
of  education,"  education  of  the  general 
public,  to  a  better  understanding  and 
appreciation  of  the  railroad  situation; 
and  the  writer  remembers  a  conductor, 
transferred  to  this  mission,  giving  lec- 
tures to  the  passengeris  on  the  trains  of 
his  company  as  they  rode  along. 

This  same  conductor  met  his  fellow 
employes  at  the  division  points,  and  told 
them  how  the  officials  of  the  road  were 
doing  everything  in  their  power  for 
them,  how  they  were  interested  in  their 
welfare,  and  how  they  should,  therefore, 
be  loyal  to  the  company. 

On  the  enlargement  of  the  scheme  to 
national  boundaries,  the  scope  of  the 
organization  was  likewise  increased,  and 
this  national  union  of  railroad  employes 
was  reckoned  upon  as  sufficiently  power- 
ful to  control  the  public  business  of  the 
whole  country,  although  no  definite  plan 
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for  this  control  waa  promulgated.  Very 
natarally  this  was  put  forward  in  course 
of  time,  and  for  about  a  year  now  the 
political  control  of  the  country  is  the 
object  plainly  laid  before  the  gatherings 
of  the  employes.  Co-operation  has  passed 
to  organization,  and  this  to  control. 

**We  must  organize  for  mutual  bene- 
fits," said  one  railroad  official  to  his 
employes  recently.  **A8k  your  officials 
for  advice  how  to  vote,"  was  the  blunt 
statement  of  another,  to  which  he  added, 
* 'that  your  interests  be  protected;"  and 
a  third  held  out  this  glowing  promise: 
*'If  this  company  should  suddenly  have 
its  income  increased  twehtj'-flve  per 
cent,  your  wages  would  at  once  be  in- 
creased twenty-five  per  cent." 

The  writer  himself  worked  for  a  rail- 
road company  about  eighteen  years, 
and,  therefore,  does  not  have  the  heart 
to  doubt  the  honesty  and  sincerety  of 
this  last  statement;  he  accepts  it  by 
faith;  he  knows  it  is  true,  although  he 
cannot  understand  it. 

Nothing  is  nicer  than  to  see  all  the 
employes  of  a  g^eat  railroad  system 
living  and  working  together  in  harmony 
and  personal  friendship,  accommodating 
to  one  another,  kindly  treated  by  their 
officials,  courteous  and  obliging  in  their 
efficient  service  of  the  public,  well  paid 
for  their  labor  and  contented,  in  the 
conduct  of  the  tremendous  transporta- 
tion business  of  the  country. 

All  must,  and,  I  am  sure,  will  concede 
the  right  and  the  propriety  of  railroad 
companies,  or  other  business  concerns, 
to  exhort  their  employes  to  loyalty  to 
their  interests;  but,  when  this  persuasive 
eloquence  is  brought  to  bear  for  the  pur- 
pose of  advising  their  employes  to  unite 
and  form  associations  for  political  con- 
trol, then  the  country  at  large  acquires 
a  profound  interest  in  the  result. 

In  the  light  of  all  that  has  been  said, 
we  will  concede,  for  the  instant,  the 
right  of  the  employes  to  be  so  organized, 
and  the  duty  of  the  loyal  to  forward  the 
interests  of  these  concerns,  even  to  the 
political  control  of  the  country,  as  ap- 
preciation for  the  remunerative  wages, 
the  kind  and  considerate  treatment,  and 
the  good  positions  they  hold,  as  well  as 
the  care  the  company  is  so  solicitous  to 


exercise  for  the  safety  of  their  lives  and 
limbs  in  this  extra-hazardous  euiploy- 
ment,  and  the  handsome  manner  in 
which  their  wives  and  children  are  re- 
munerated, when  they  lose  their  lives  in 
the  course  of  their  employment,  or,  what 
is  often  worse  and  always  more  unfor- 
tunate, when  they  are  permanently  dis- 
abled, and  become  a  burden  both  to 
themselves  and  their  families. 

Yes,  these  considerations  are  so  great, 
that  human  weakness  cannot  withstand 
that  selfish  impulse,  which  leads  us  to 
favor  our  own  personal  interests,  rather 
than  sacrifice  ourselves  to  the  public 
welfare,  and  we  concede  the  point. 

Were  we  writing  an  entertaining  story 
with  a  happy  ending,  our  work  would 
be  now  finished;  but  unfortunately  the 
realities  of  life  have  taught  us  to  investi- 
gate the  whole  question  before, giving 
our  Judgment,  and  we  no  longer  permit 
ourselves  to  be  deluded  with  half  a  story 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  being  pleased.  To 
keep  my  article  homogeneous  through- 
out, I  should  end  with  generalities,  but 
the  particular  case  I  have  in  mind  Is  so 
forcible,  and  the  necessity  for  giving  it 
publicity  so  great,  that  I  will  depart 
from  the  strict  rules  of  rhetoric. 

Kansas  is  a  great  state,  and  is  tra- 
versed for  many  miles  by  some  of  the 
greatest  trunk-line  railroads  in  the  coun- 
try; its  biennial  legislative  session  has 
Just  closed,  at  which  many  bills  for  the 
benefit  of  the  wage  worker  were  intro- 
duced, especially  those  engaged  in  the 
extra-hazardous  employments,  all  and 
every  one  of  which  were  personally  op- 
posed by  these  same  railroad  officials, 
who  have  and  are  still  exhorting  their 
employes  to  faithfulness  of  service  most- 
ly, as  is  urged,  for  their  own  benefit;  yet 
these  same  officials,  with  this  lie  yet 
hacking  in  their  throats,  rush  from  the 
gatherings  of  the  employes  to  the  com- 
mittee rooms  of  the  legislature  and  there 
stab  their  employes  in  the  back.  This 
must  also  have  been  the  case  elsewhere. 

Now,  as  always,  railroad  companies 
are  opposing  the  enactment  of  any  and 
all  laws  looking  toward  the  safety  of  the 
employe,  for  the  business  reason  that  it 
is  cheaper  to  maim  and  kill  their  em- 
ployes than  make  any  change. 
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Employes,  do  not  permit  yoarselves  to 
be  always  the  dupes  of  this  outrageous 
double-dealing,  but  assert  your  inde- 
pendence, and  vote,  not  as  you  please, 
but  as  you  should.      A.  A.  Qbaham, 

Topeka,  Kan. 
^o^ 

Houlton,  Me. 

It  has  been  some  time  since  any  report 
has  been  seen  from  this  lodge  in  the 
Advocate.  We  have  a  Journal  agent 
appointed  for  this  work,  but  I  suppose 
we  will  have  to  excuse  him  on  account 
of  his  living  where  the  news  cannot 
readily  be  obtained.  I  will  endeavor  to 
pen  a  few  lines  for  the  Journal,  hoping 
that  others  may  follow.  There  is  no 
reason  that  I  know  of  why  we  cannot 
have  two  or  three  reports  each  two 
months,  at  least,  from  the  Bangor  and 
Aroostook  lodges.  I  read  the  old  Advo- 
cate through  from  cover  to  cover  and 
find  some  qyuite  interesting  reports,  some 
sharp  and  to  the  point. 

We  are  endeavoring  on  the  Bangor  and 
Aroostook  to  do  our  very  best  to  make 
it  one  of  the  best  roads  in  the  country 
for  wages,  rules  and  regulations,  and  I 
believe  we  will  succeed  if  every  member 
will  do  his  duty  to  the  organization.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  we  are  not  in  as 
good  condition  as  we  should  be,  and  I 
know  that  with  the  assistance  possible 
from  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  push  of  every 
good  Brotherhood  man,  we  can  make 
our  road  a  completely  organized  railroad. 
I  am  sorry  also  to  note  that  we  have 
some  of  the  crews  with  eight  or  nine 
men  in  them  that  only  the  foreman  is 
paid  up,  not  saying  that  none  of  these 
men  have  never  been  Brotherhood  men, 
for  they  have.  I  have  one  crew  in  par- 
ticular in  mind  of  nine  men  and  seven 
out  of  the  nine  have  been  members  of 
the  Brotherhood  and  have  stopped  pay- 
ing dues.  These  men,  of  course,  all  have 
excuses.  Some  may  be  true,  but  these 
things  that  are  wrong  can  be  put  right 
by  those  men  paying  up  their  dues  and 
putting  their  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and 
every  man  working  in  harmony  as  one 
man,  and  not  letting  the  foreman  stand 
alone  in  the  gang.  I  think,  if  I  must 
come  down  to  the  facts  of  the  matter. 


that  there  is  something  decidedly  wrong 
with  the  foreman  who  wants  to  be  a 
Brotherhood  man  himself  and  does  not 
say  anything  to  his  crew  about  their 
membership.  Now,  to  be  brief  on  the 
subject,  we  have  got  a  number  of  back- 
sliders on  the  Bangpr  and  Aroostook, 
men  who  have  benefited  by  belonging 
to  the  Order  to  quite  an  extent,  and 
we  have  also  some  who  have  never 
belonged  to  it.  I  would  have  better 
faith  in  the  man  who  has  never  belonged 
than  in  the  man  who  has  backslidden. 
I  want  to  tell  these  men,  and  every  man, 
that  if  you  want  to  better  your  condition 
and  get  your  road  organized  up  to  90  per 
cent,  or,  better  still,  to  100  per  cent, 
the  way  to  do  it  is,  instead  of  finding 
fault  and  looking  for  failures,  be  a  man, 
stand  firm  at  all  cost  and  the  day  of  vic- 
tory will  come. 

Now,  just  a  few  words  about  our  sched- 
ule. We  have  been  endeavoring  for  the 
past  two  years  to  get  an  increase  in 
wages,  but  have  been  turned  down  by 
the  management  both  times.  Our  joint 
protective  board  was  before  the  man- 
agement about  the  first  of  March  and 
have  not  yet  settled  the  affair.  Our  joint 
protective  board  decided,  after  the  man- 
agement had  turned  them  down,  to  seek 
some  other  way  of  deciding  the  matter, 
and  so  the  affair  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  labor  commissioner  of  Maine.  It 
was  placed  first  in  the  hands  of  the  state 
board  of  arbitration,  but  on  account  of 
some  of  the  board  taking  sick  it  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioner, 
and  I  expect  to  get  word  any  day  now 
as  to  what  he  accomplished  with  the 
vice-president  and  general  manager.  I 
think  we  should  all  shout  '^hurrah"  for 
our  Canadian  board  of  arbitration,  for  I 
think  they  have  granted  a  good  award 
to  our  C.  P.  R.  men  and  it  will  effect  our 
men  who  labor  on  the  O.  P.  R.  and  work 
on  the  Atlantic  division  through  Maine. 
€K>od  for  the  C.  P.  R.  brothers.  If  you 
get  what  I  understand  you  are  to  get 
you  will  leave  the  Bangor  and  Aroostook 
behind,  for  which  fact  I  congratulate 
you.  Before  I  come  to  a  close  I  just 
wish  to  say  that  the  good,  solid  men  in 
the  Brotherhood  will  bring  an  increase 
in  some  ipeasure  every  time. 
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.  Since  1911  has  beeu  entered  upon,  . 
death  has  entered  our  ranks  and  taken 
from  us  two  of  our  very  old  brothers, 
although  not  so  very  old  in  age.  Bro. 
Jno.  Small,  who  recently  passed  away, 
entered  the  service  of  the  company  in 
the  year  1894  as  section  foreman  and 
served  the  company  faithfully  and  well 
and  became  the  oldest  man  on  division 
No.  3. 

Brother  Small  also  served'  on  the  joint 
protective  board  for  some  time  and  was 
a  good,  honest  and  just  member  of  the 
board  in  every  way.  His  home  was  at 
Presque  Isle,  Me.  I  hope  to  see  a  report 
from  the  lodge  with  which  he  was  so 
long  connected,  that  we  might  have  a 
more  complete  account  of  his  life  and 
death. 

Bro.  Jno.  Calvert,  who  was  a  good, 
faithful  member  and  officer  of  Downey 
Lodge  No,  241,  also  passed  away  on  Feb- 
ruary 10,  19lf,  after  a  short  illness.  He 
entered  the  service  of  the  company  in  • 
the  year  1901,  in  the  capacity  of  section 
foreman,  and  he  also  filled  the  position 
of  extra  gang  foreman  and  extra  gang 
sab-foreman  several  times.  We  miss 
him  very  much,  indeed,  and  hope  and 
trust  that  someone  will  rise  up  and  fill 
the  place  made  vacant.  Please  find  en- 
closed a  copy  of  resolution  in  regard  to 
Brother  Calvert,  which  should  have  been 
taken  up  before  by  someone  and  not  left 
for  so  long,  and  I  will  stop. 

Hoping  the  editor  will  straighten  out 

all  mistakes  in  this  report,  and  that  he 

may  be  able  to  get  this  in  time  for  the 

May  Advocate,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

John  Turner,  Jr. 

(Note — Very  sorry  that  our  forms  had 
been  closed  before  the  above  reached 
the  office .  —Editor.  ] 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  God  in  His 
infinite  wisdom  to  remove  from  our  midst 
our  beloved  friend  and  brother,  Jno. 
Calvert,  and  while  we  bow  in  humble 
submission  to  Him  who  doeth  all  things 
well,  we  realize  that  human  sympathy 
alone  is  insufficient;  and 

Whereas,  We  can  but  point  the  sor- 
rowing mother,  relatives  and  friends  to 
Him  who  has  always  been  an  ever-ready 


comforter  in  times  of  sadness  and  of 
death ;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  members  of  Dow- 
ney Lodge  No.  241  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
extend  to  the  sorrowing  mother  and  rel- 
atives their  heartfelt  sympathy  and  con- 
solation in  this  their  hour  of  grief ;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  forwarded  to  the  bereaved 
mother,  a  copy  spread  on  the  minutes  of 
this  meeting  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  Ad- 
vance Advocate  for  publication. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  members  of 
Downey  Lodge  No.  241. 

John  Turner,  Jr. 
»o-« 

Forest  Park  Lodge  No.  72. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  Forest  Park 
Lodge  No.  72,  we  were  advised  of  the 
dea^  of  Brother  Fred  Kamholtz,  on 
April  14,  from  injuries  received  in  an 
automobile  accident. 

Brother  Kamholtz  was  employed  as  a 
section  foreman  at  Lombard,  111.,  on  the 
C.  &  N.  W. ,  for  a  number  of  years. 

By  motion  of  the  lodge  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted : 

Whereas,  We  have  lost  a  devoted  broth- 
er, and  his  family  a  beloved  son ;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped  in 
mourning  for  the  next  thirty  days  in 
memory  of  our  conductor  and  brother, 
Fred  Kamholtz. 

We,  the  members  of  Forest  Park  Lodge 
No.  72,  will  always  remember  him  for  his 
good  work  in  the  upbuilding  of  our  or- 
ganization and  in  his  efforts  toward  the 
uplift  of  humanity  in  general,  and  we  ex- 
tend to  his  beloved  relatives  our  most 
sincere  sympathy ;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution 
be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our  lodge 
and  a  copy  forwarded  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  publication  in  the  Advocate 
and  a  copy  be  furnished  to  the  relatives. 

Yon  are  gone  bat  not  forgotten. 
We  think  of  yon  every  day. 
Lonely  hearts  will  always  linger 
'Round  the  grave  where  you  are  laid. 

Wm.  Elprino, 
Secretary. 
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Coquitlam,  B.  C. 

This  is  my  first  appearance  in  print. 
I  am  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  168,  and  I 
presume  that  before  this  appears  in  print 
oar  little  grievance  with  the  company 
will  be  all  over,  and  I  trust  that  the 
schedule  will  be  satisfactory  to  both 
parties.  I  extend  my  congratulations  to 
every  member  of  the  organization,  and 
I  trust  that  each  union  man  of  us  will 
work  with  more  energy  than  we  have 
done  in  the  past  for  the  welfare  of  cor 
class. 

I  was  fortunate  to  be  in  Ashcroft  at 
the  time  the  decision  was  given  by  the 
board  in  regard  to  the  award,  and  came 
in  contact  with  Brother  Sutherland,  an 
earnest  worker,  the  secretary -treasurer 
of  Lodge  No.  210,  who  gave  me  a  hearty 
welcome  and  invitation  to  attend  their 
meeting  on  Saturday.  This  I  did  with 
very  great  pleasure,  and  the  meeting 
was  a  very  enjoyable  one.  The  boys  all 
seemed  to  be  in  good  spirit  (not  alcoholic 
spirit,  but  the  real,  genuine  spirit).  This 
I  could  not  help  but  notice.  The  only 
pessimistic  transaction  of  the  evening 
was  the  resigning  of  Bro.  J.  Qri^am 
from  his  office  as  president  of  the  lodge, 
owing  to  bis  having  received  orders  from 
the  company  to  remove  from  his  section 
at  Ashcroft  to  the  yards  at  Kamloops, 
Brother  Thomas  of  Walhachin  taking  up 
his  section  and  Brother  Benjamin  of 
Barnes  Creek  section  succeeding  Brother 
Qraham  to  the  office  of  president. 

Brother  Qraham  appeared  to  me  to  be 
a  pure-minded,  level-headed  man.  1  am 
sure  that  his  services  to  the  lodge  will 
be  missed.  The  joke  of  the  evening  was 
the  re-election  of  Bro.  E.  Lyons  to  his 
old  office.  The  reason  given  was  that 
he  knew  all  the  trap  doors  in  the  hall. 
It  caused  quite  a  laugh.  It  is  a  poor 
heart  that  cannot  rejoice  once  in  awhile. 
Bro.  J.  Miller  also  caused  an  optimistic 
sensation  when  he  came  in  by  the  back 
door. 

Bro.  H.  Hardrope  makes  me  smile 
with  his  Harry  Lauder  dialect.  I  was 
asking  him  something  about  Ashcroft 
potatoes,  if  they  were  very  small,  and 
he  told  me  in  his  Scotch  dialect,  which 
is  aa  broad  as  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  that 


^91 

**they  were  ony thing  bit  sma'.  He  seen 
some  o'  them  as  big  as  yer  held  and  he 
kent  a  mon  who  wis  making  a'  kinds  o' 
siller  oot  them."  I  didn't  buy  any.  I 
thought  they  were  too  big  for  my  taste. 
The  meeting  was  adjourned,  so  we 
'  switched  oft  the  lights,  spread  a  rail  and 
broke  the  ties  of  conversation  for  the 
night,  at  the  same  time  ,  bidding  the 
* 'canny"  brothers  guid  nicht  and  trust- 
ing that  he  who  waters  the  lilies  of  the 
field  will  spare  us  to  meet  again. 

I  presume  I  have  said  enough  for  my 

first  offense,  for  the  man  of  little  wits 

sometimes  is  a  great  talker.    I  am  again 

wishing  the  Brotherhood  every  success 

which  life  affords.     Fraternally  yours, 

Matthew  Hynman. 

•  o* 

Richland,  Ga. 

I  will  try  and  write  a  few  lines  for  the 
dear  old  Advocatb  to  let  the  brothers 
and  readers  know  that  we  are  yet  in 
earnest  with  our  grand  organization,  and 
that  we  are  still  in  the  steady  march  of 
progress  as  a  band  of  maintenance-of- 
way  employes;  and  now,  dear  reader, 
who  is  it  up  to?  Echo  answers,  ''You,*' 
and  as  the  question  is  tq  hand  it  is  left 
for  us  to  act.  Be  firm  1  Stand  pat  and 
we  will  win  a  victory,  but  to  fall  down 
now  meaps  ruin  for  a  long  time  to  come. 
Our  organization  on  the  S.  A.  L.  is  just 
about  as  good  as  it  is  possible  to  make 
it.  Our  men  are  scattered  over  so  many 
miles  of  road,  so  many  roads,  counties 
and  states,  but  if  we  are  determined  to 
stand  firmly  together,  the  victory  is  sure 
to  be  ourp.  Before  this  is  in  print  I  hope 
that  our  committee  has  been  favored 
with  a  new  schedule  and  everything 
settled  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned. 

I  would  like  to  ask  why  it  is  that  some 
more  of  the  members  of  Richland  Lodge 
No.  388  do  not  write  a  few  lines  to  the 
journal.  I  am  sure  that  many  of  you 
can  do  far  better  letter  writing  than  I 
can,  for  several  reasons,  and  just  to 
prove  it,  suppose  some  of  you  g^ve  it  a 
trial.  Let  us  all  be  promptly  on  hand  at 
our  meetings  as  regularly  as  we  possibly 
can 4  It  is  good  for  us  to  get  out  and 
meet  with  the  brothers  from  all  along 
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the  line  and  get  the  news  as  it  cornea 
fresh  from  the  dealer.  Now,  the  con- 
venience in  the  location  of  our  lodge  is 
jast  grand,  only  from  the  south  over  the 
S.  A.  L.,  but  it  is  all  o.  k.  for  the  G.,  F. 
&  A.  south,  as  all  trains  are  due  in  Rich- 
land about  11:30  a.  m.  and  depart  on  the 
return  trip  about  4  p.  m.,  giving  ample 
time  for  dinner  and  also  time  for  the 
transaction  of  the  lodge  business.  Now, 
let  U8  all  see  who  among  us  will  be  the 
most  regular  in  attendance  at  the  meet- 
ing^. It  is  a  great  pleasure  for  me  to 
come  out  once  a  month,  and  after  enjoy- 
ing a  good  meal,  such  as  we  get  at  the 
Qiles  Hotel,  they  seem  to  know  just  how 
an  old  working  man  feels  about  12:30  p. 
m.,  when  we  all  begin  to  gather  there, 
bat  you  all  know  how  it  is  about  doing 
so.  We  must  not  spend  too  much  of  our 
time  at  that,  but  instead  we  must  pre- 
pare ourselves  so  as  to  be  able  to  live  at 
home  some  and  not  be  too  dependent 
upon  one  meal  a  month. 

If  we  are  union,  let  ns  be  union  all 
through ;  talk  union,  wear  union  clothes 
and  live  anion  principles,  and  then  we 
are  indeed  brothers  to  each  other  and 
our  reward  will  be  greater  than  ever. 
I  was  very  much  impressed  with  the 
letter  of  Miss  Lelia  Hyslers  of  Macon, 
Qa.,  who  is  a  member  of  the  U.  G.  W. 
of  A.  She  says  they  won't  let  a  non- 
union worker  where  she  works,  (in  a 
factory),  and  I  long  to  see  the  time  when 
organized  labor  will  mean  a  positive 
presentation  of  an  up-to-date  card  when 
making  application  for  employment,  for 
then  there  will  be  some  assurance  of 
qualification  or  experience  in  that  line 
of  work  so  represented. 

I  guess  our  readers  will  be  tired  of  so 
much  foolishness  from  me. -I  will  pro- 
ceed to  close,  by  thanking  the  girls- and 
boys  for  their  correspondence.  I  regret 
that  I  was  unable  to  be  present  at  our 
last  meeting,  but  I  learned  that  the  goat 
made  two  trips  well  loaded  and  I  ^heard 
there  are  others  who  are  going  to  take  a 
ride  on  next  meeting  day,  on  May  14.  I 
did  not  have  a  letter  in  the  April  journal. 
I  was  either  too  late  or  else  my  letter 
was  not  deemed  proper  for  publication. 

I  very  much  desire  that  our  meetings 
be  on  the  firat  Sunday  instead  of  the 


second,  as  now,  so  all  who  have  auy 
objection  to  changing  the  date  please 
come  and  let  us  hear  from  you.  If  there 
are  none,  let  us  change  so  as  to  give  the 
proceedings  of  our  meeting  one  month 
earlier  tha(i  we  do  now.  Wishing  suc- 
cess to  organized  labor,  I  remain,  as 
ever,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Journal.  Agent. 

M>« — 

Day,  Fla. 

I  will  try  and  write  a  few  lines  to  the 
dear  Advocate.  I  am  working  for  the 
L.  O.  P.  &  G.  Ry.  We  have  a  good  set 
of  officials.  I  believe  that  I  am  the  only 
Brotherhood  man  on  this  road.  I  have 
one  Brotherhood  man  working  with  me. 
I  sent  in  his  application  in  March.  The 
foreman  whose  section  adjoins  mine  has 
said  he  would  like  to  join  the  organiza- 
tion, so  I  am  going  over  in  a  few  days 
and  take  an  application  with  me  for  him 
to  fill  out.  I  believe  if  all  our  brothers 
would  adopt  some  plan  like  this  that  the 
union  would  grow  much  faster.  I  will 
not  recommend  any  man  to  the  road- 
master  for  a  position  until  he  joins  our 
union.  I  believe  that  we  should  all  be. 
consistent  and  if  we  believe  the  Brother- 
hood to  be  a  good  thing  to  keep  on  boost- 
ing and  take  every  opportunity  and  ad- 
vantage we  can  to  extend  its  sphere  of 
things. 

I  will  stop  now  as  this  is  my  first  letter 
and  will  write  again  if  the  editor  thinks 
that  this  is  worth  a  place  in  the  Advo- 
cate.   Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

J.  R.  K. 
m^cy 

Pinners  Point,  Va. 

Hello,  boys,  I  am  here  again.  I  know 
that  it  will  be  a  surprise  to  many  of  yoa 
to  see  another  letter  from  Pinners  Point, 
but  I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  feel  more 
than  ever  before  that  it  is  my  duty  to 
try  to  drop  a  few  lines  for  publication  at 
this  time. 

I  understand  that  on  the  Norfolk  divis- 
ion there  are  a  great  many  members  who 
have  recently  joined.  Brother  Powell 
has  recently  passed  over  the  road  and 
took  out  all  the  kinks  and  raised  up  a 
few  low  places,  which  we  have  been  trr- 
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ing  to  do  for  some  time,  but  all  in  vain. 
I  believe  he  has  secured  the  application 
of  every  non  that  he  saw  who  was  eligi- 
ble to  join  the  organization. 

We  had  our  regular  meeting  on  the 
fourth  Sunday  of  April  and  had  a  very 
enthusiastic  crowd,  who  enjoyed  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  together  again. 

Now,  brothers,  I  believe  that  it  is  our  . 
duty  to  impress  upon  our  new  meml^ers 
what  we  are  trying  to  accomplish  and 
how  we  are  going  to  go  about  it,  so  that 
they  will  help,  too,  and  if  any  brother 
knows  of  a  non-member  in  his  neighbor- 
hood, don't  let  him  rest  until  yon  get 
him  to  join  our  band. 

It  will  soon  be  time  to  pay  our  dues  up 
for  the  next  half  year.  Let  us  try  to  be 
on  time  and  pay  them  before  they  are 
due,  then  yon  know  that  you  are  on  the 
safe  side  and  have  your  working  card  in 
your  pocket  by  July  1,  instead  of  wait- 
ing until  half  of  the  year  has  expired 
before  renewing  and  getting  a  new  one. 

Our  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  the 
fourth  Sunday  in  June  and  it  is  time  that 
we  were  getting  busy  and  making  some 
preparation  for  a  good  turnout.  I  would 
like  td  see  a  bouncing  big  meeting,  with 
every  member  of  the  lodge  present,  so 
that  we  mi^ht  get  acquainted  one  with 
the  other.  I  hope  that  all  of  our  old 
members  will  endeavor  to  get  all  of  the 
new  mieinbers.out  to  the  meeting,  so  that 
they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  judg*' 
ing  the  honor  that  it  certainly  is  to  be  a 
member  of  such  a  grand  and  noble  Or- 
der as  ours. 

Just  think  for  a  moment,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  organization,  what  your  wages 
would  be,  to  say  nothing  of  the  condi- 
tions under  which  you  would  be  forced 
to  labor.  We  should  all  consider  these 
matters  and  be  grateful  for  the  good  that 
has  been  obtained  by  reason  of  our  or- 
ganization and  show  our  gratitude  by 
always  having  our  dues  paid  up  in  ad- 
vance. It  is  not  right  nor  true  for  a  man 
to  say,  "If  I  pull  out  they  will  not  miss 
m€^'^  but,  brothers,  I  would  say  this, 
that  every  single  man  who  pulls  out  is 
missed.  There  is  a  vacant  seat  in  our 
lodge  room  and  we  are  always  more 
willing  to  add  to  the  number  than  take 
away. 


I  would  like  to  suggest  to  our  mem- 
bers that  some  time  this  summer  we 
should  h^ve  some  of  our  meetings  at 
Pinners  Point,  or  at  Norfolk,  so  that  our 
members  could  enjoy  holding  meetings 
on  the  seashore.  There  are  so  many 
points  of  interest  which  we  could  visit, 
and  I  am  sure  that  if  our  officers  would 
make  arrangements  of  this  kind  and 
hold  meetings  at  Pinners  Point,  Norlolk, 
Ocean  View  or  Cape  Henry,  our  mem- 
bers would  be  more  likely  to  turn  out 
and  attend  the  meeting  and  would  enjoy 
it  very  much  indeed. 

I  guess  I  had  better  close  for  this 
time  and  leave  space  for  more  interest- 
ing letters  than  mine. 

Hoping  that  our  members,  and  especial- 
ly the  new  ones,  will  enjoy  a  delightful 
and  happy  summer,  and  that  the  Broth- 
erhood will  meet  with  every  success,  I 
remain,  yours  very  truly, 

JOUENAL  AOBNT. 


-»o^ 


The  Late  Edward  A.  Moseley. 

When  the  announcement  was  made  in 
the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  April  18,  that 
Edw.  A.  Moseley,  secretary  of  the  inter- 
state commerce  commission,  was  dead, 
it  came  as  a  shock  to  thousands  of  rail- 
road men,  who  perhaps  had'hiever  even 
heard  that  he  was  in  poor  health.  The 
men  on  the  locomotives  and  trains,  in 
the  signal  ^towers  and  depots,  round 
houses  and  shops  all  along  the  line  felt 
they  had  lost  a  powerful  friend.  Even 
those  higher  up  in  railroad  circles,  thcf 
men  who  clip  bond  coupons,  draw  divi- 
dends, and  salaries,  and  run  things  gen- 
erally, must  have  felt  that  they  too  had 
lost  a  friend  who  had  performed  valua- 
ble services  for  them. 

As  a  public  servant  he  was  in  a  class 
by  himself,  one  in  which  he  was  the  only 
entry,  and  the  class  passed  out  with  his 
demise. 

His  tremendous  activities,  his  thorough- 
going methods,  his  breadth  of  ideas  and 
his  sturdy  manliness  made  him  as  popu- 
lar with  the  railroad  officials  as  those 
same  qualities  endeared  him  to  thou- 
sands of  railroad  employes. 

He  was  a  man  of  the  world  and  a 
**striver"  from  the   beginning— a  son  of 
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a  wealthy  owner  of  a  sea-going  craft, 
early  in  life  yisiting  the  principal  ports 
of  the  world  as  a  volunteer  sailor  before 
the  mast,  afterwards  a  lumber  merchant 
and  man  of  affairs;  then,  when  opportu- 
nity offered,  dropping  into  the  public 
service,  where  he  was  in  position  to  help 
bring  about  the  realization  of  some  of 
his  day  dreams.  It  was,  perhaps,  his 
early  environments  that  made  him  a 
lover  of  humanity,  as  free  in  his  helpful- 
ness and  as  open  handed  in  his  charities 
as  he  was  democratic  in  his  manner. 

The  chief  underlying  purpose  of  his 
life  was  to  protect  men  from  injury  and 
death  who  are  employed  in  hazardous 
occupations.  The  railroad  man  was  his 
especial  care  and  many  a  switchman  and 
many  a  brakeman  owes  his  life  to  the 
activities  of  the  genial  secretary,  who 
are  perhaps  unconscious  of  the  fact. 

•The  age  limit  for  employment  on  a 
good  many  roads  has  been  set  at  thirty- 
five.  Ed.  Moseley  commenced  his  career 
as  secretary  of  the  interstate  commerce 
commission  twenty-four  years  ago.  All 
of  that  time  he  was  engaged  in  some  phil- 
anthropic enterprise  in  behalf  of  the  men 
or  something  that  would  benefit  the  rail- 
roads ;  and  the  two  things  were  so  inter- 
twined that  oftentimes  it  was  difficult  to 
see  where  one  left  off  and  the  other  be- 
gan. For  instance,  in  the  matter  of  the 
law  relating  to  automatic  couplers  and 
standard  height  draw  bars.  It  is  true 
the  railroads  opposed  it  at  the  time,  but 
it  is  clear  now  that  the  railroads  never 
could  have  accomplished  that  desidera- 
tum without  the  aid  of  the  law,  and  no 
man  can  be  found  who  would  favor  go- 
ing back  to  things  as  they  were.  That 
law  conserved  life,  limb  and  property. 
The  same  remarks  hold  good  for  nearly 
all  the  enactments  that  Ed.  Moseley 
worked  for,  and  that  accounts  for  the 
esteem  shown  him  by  all  classes. 

During  the  twenty-four  years  of  his 
activities,  he  fostered  bills  relating  to  au- 
tomatic couplers,  standard  height  draw 
bars,  grab  irons,  side  ladders,  arbitra- 
tion and  mediation,  employers'  liability, 
hours  of  service,  right  of  appeal  and 
many  others,  and  it  was  mainly  on  ac- 
count of  his  indefatigable  work  that  those 
ideas  were  at  last  woven  into  the  law. 


During  his  incumbency  in  office,  t^e 
interstate  commerce  commission  grew 
from  a  perfunctory  affair  with  a  staff  of 
about  five  employes  to  one  of  the  most 
important  public  commissions  in  the 
world  with  a  staff  of  over  five  hundred 
employes. 

He  knew  every  detail  of  the  commis- 
sion's work  and  had  it  all  at  his  finger 
tips  ready  for  instant  use.  He  kept  pace 
with  all  the  activities,  all  the  happen- 
ings and  all  the  rapid  changes  that  come 
to  those  whose  business  it  is  to  keep  in- 
terstate commerce  on  the  move. 

He  now  lies  at  rest  at  Oak  Hill,  but 
the  ideas  he  promulgated  and  the  things 
he  accomplished  will  go  on  and  on. 

H.  B.  Pbbham. 

•o^ 

Vecchdale,  Ky. 

This  is  my  first  letter  to  the  dear  old 
Advocate.  I  am  33  years  of  age,  6  feet 
5  inches  tall,  and  work  on  the  Southern 
Railway  at  Veechdale,  Ky.  Mr.  Omer 
Qrant  is  our  section  foreman.  I  joined 
the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  last  month  and  I 
think  that  we  have  a  fine  lodge,  No  904, 
at  Lawrenceburg,  Ky.  I  love  to  t^  with 
my  brothers  and  enjoy  reading  the  Ad- 
vocate. I  have  just  received  the  last 
issue  and  have  read  the  letters  from  our 
brothers  and  sisters,  with  which  I  am 
very  much  pleased,  indeed. 

Brother  Grant's  little  boy  had  his  leg 
broken  this  month.  He  has  been  having 
a  hard  time  since  he  came  to  Veechdale. 
The  next  meeting  s>t  our  lodge  is  the  last 
Sunday  of  this  month,  and  I  hope  I  will 
be  able  to  go  to  the  meeting.  Our  road 
is  pretty  good  to  keep  up,  but  it  takes  us 
all  our  time  to  keep  up  the  low  joints. 

I  am  ready  at  any  time  to  fight  the 
good  fight  so  that  we  can  get  more 
money.  There  are  a  number  of  em- 
ployes on  this  division  who  are  not  mem- 
bers of  the  organization.  If  they  were 
we  would  have  a  much  better  chance. 

If  any  of  our  brothers  come  to  Ken- 
tucky for  work  I  would  be  glad  to  have 
them  come  to  see  me  and  I  will  do  the 
best  I  can  to  get  them  employment. 
My  address  is  Veechd&le, 'Ky.  I  am, 
yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Mn/TON  Wbiobt. 
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Ft.  Worth  &  Denver  City  Railway. 

This  being  my  first  attempt  at  writing 
^or  the  Advocate,  I  shall  not  be  surprised 
or  offended  If  I  do  not  see  it  in  print. 

Organizer  Brother  Gus  Wright  was  here 
on  the  5th  Inst,  and  reports  good  prog- 
ress on  this  road.  He  says  that  only 
seven  foremen  on  the  453  miles  from  Tex- 
line  to  Forth  Worth  are  still  too  hard- 
beaded  to  be  convinced  that  there  is  need 
of  organization.  Brother  Wright  seems 
to  be  a  determined  worker  and  may  yet 
be  able  to  convert  those  nons. 

I  have  been  in  the  track  department 
for  over  thirty  years  and  have  never 
known  a  railroad  company  to  voluntarily 
raise  the  trackmen's  wages.  It  is  a  fact 
that  no  railroad  company  will  give  a  raise 
nnless  the  right  kind  of  pressure  Is 
brought  to  bear  on  the  minds  of  the  offi- 
cials, so  let  us  stand  united  in  an  effort 
to  better  our  conditions. 

We  have  a  very  nice  lot  of  officials  on 
the  old  Fort  Worth  ft  Denver  City  Rail- 
road, but  this  will  not  buy  provisions  or 
clothing.  The  pay  for  foremen  on  this 
road  is  $50.00  and  for  yard  foremen 
167.50.  We  have  good  section  houses,  with- 
out rent,  also  coal  and  water,  and  the 
climate  cannot  be  beat  The  winters  are 
pretty  cold  sometimes  and  we  have  quite 
a  lot  of  snow.  We  have  fine  summers; 
nice  cool  nights  and  can  sleep  under  a 
blanket  any  night 

Trusting  that  every  road  in  the  States 
will  be  solidly  organized  in  due  time,  I 
am  fraternally  yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

Cebtificate  No.  A19552. 


-♦•o^ 


Spartanburg  Lodge  No.  44. 

As  it  has  been  some  time  since  anyone 
has  heard  anything  from  Lodge  No.  44, 
I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines  to  let  you 
all  know  that  the  dead  has  come  to  life. 
I  say  "the  dead"  because  it  has  been  over 
two  years  since  we  saw  our  lodge  draw 
ji«:ything  like  a  full  breath.  I  have  al- 
ways heard  it  said  "while  there  is  life, 
ther*  is  hope;"  so  in  this  cast  you  could 


just  see  a  small  spark.  Yesterday  she 
woke  up  to  life  with  twenty-five  members 
present  While  this  is  nothing  like  what 
we  should  have  at  a  meeting,  I  feel  very 
much  encouraged  with  the  number  we 
had,  and  I  think  all  enjoyed  the  meeting 
and  went  home  feeling  better  because  one 
more  obligation  had  been  honored.  I  am 
satisfied  we  all  feel  that  way  about  it 

As  we  came  out  of  the  hall  onto  the 
sidewalk,  a  gentleman  walked  up  to  me 
and  asked  if  It  was  a  Woodmen's  meeting, 
or  if  some  one  was  dead.  The  Woodmen 
of  the  World  don't  hold  their  meetings  on 
Sunday  unless  some  member  dies,  or  there 
1b  an  unveiling  ceremony  on  hand,  or 
something  of  the  kind,  and  they  havethe 
reputation  of  getting  the  largest  crowd 
of  all  the  orders  in  this  town.  When  we 
opened  up  the  lodge  I  told  the  boys  it 
looked  more  like  a  Woodmen's  meeting 
than  any  meeting  I  had  seen  in  some  time. 

Now.  brothers,  come  back  to  our  next 
meeting,  which  will  be  the  first  Sunday 
in  June,  and  bring  others  with  you.  Make 
the  number  "50"  in  place  of  25  and  go 
home  feeling  good  again.  You  know  the 
Good  Book  tells  us  "it  is  good  for  brethren 
to  dwell  together  in  unity."  It  also  tells 
US,  "the  Lord  helps  those  who  help  them- 
selves," and  I  have  lived  long  enough  to 
know  that  this  is  true  in  regard  to  rail- 
roads. I  never  knew  of  a  railroad  being 
guilty  of  helping  any  man  until  he  made 
an  effort  to  help  himself.  Don't  think 
for  a  moment  that  your  condition  touched 
their  sympathy  and  caused  them  to  raise 
your  pay  one  penny.  I  think,  when  I 
tell  you  that  I  worked  for  thirty  years 
and  did  not  touch  their  sympathy,  If  it 
had  not  been  for  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  it 
would  not  have  been  touched  to-day. 

Well,  I  must  close.  Brothers,  let  me 
appeal  to  you  once  more  to  remember  the 
first  Sunday  in  June,  1911.  All  come  and 
let's  have  a  full  turn  out  I  will  close, 
hoping  the  good  editor  will  correct  all 
mistakes  and  that  this  will  be  the  most 
successful  year  of  our  Order,  I  am,  yours 
in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

SBCRKTABT-TBEASUBEa, 

Lodge  Ke.  44. 
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Huntingburg,  Ind. 

A  regular  meeting  of  Huntingburg 
r  odge  No.  209  was  held  on  April  23,  1911. 
There  was  a  good  attendance.  Bro.  J. 
P.  Stuart,  organizer  on  the  Northwest- 
ern Railway,  delivered  an  able  address, 
which  enthused  us  as  well  as  Instructed 
all  who  heard  him.  Two  new  members 
were  secured  and  took  the  obligation. 
We  want  to  urge  a  full  attendance  of  all 
the  members  at  our  next  meeting  to  be 
held  at  Huntingburg  on  May  28,  1911. 
Journal  Agent. 


-^-o-^ 


From  Lodge  No.  47. 

As  I  have  never  seen  many  letters  in 
the  Advocate  from  this  division,  I  will 
try  and  write  a  few  lines. 

It  seems  as  though  the  members  of 
Lodge  No.  47  have  wakened  up  and  all 
gone  to  work,  as  we  have  more  members 
in  good  standing  than  we  ever  had.  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  every  foreman  on  our 
division  is  a  Brotherhood  man.  Our  lodge 
meets  every  fourth  Saturday  at  Front- 
viUe,  Va.  Our  General  Chairman,  Brother 
T.  H.  Gerrey,  was  with  ug  last  meeting. 
We  had  a  fine  meeting  and  took  in  six 
new  members  and  there  was  a  good  crowd, 
but  I  guess  it  was  the  saddest  meeting 
that  Lodge  No.  47  has  ever  had,  as  the 
grim  reaper  death  has  visited  our  circle 
Just  a  month  ago  and  carried  away  our 
beloved  brother,  J.  M.  Hamer,  one  of  the 
best  men  in  our  bunch  and  one  who  was 
loved  by  all  who  knew  him  and  was  a 
devoted  husband  and  father.  He  was  al- 
ways seeking  to  do  good  for  others,  and 
while  it  is  so  sad  to  give  him  up,  there 
is  a  sweet  consolation  in  thinking  of  the 
beautiful  life  he  led  and  the  bright  and 
shining  path  he  left  for  us  to  follow.  Our 
entire  lodge  extends  to  his  bereaved  ones 
our  heartfelt  sympathy,  and  now  brothers, 
let  VLB  try  to  follow  in  his  footsteps. 

Now,  I  want  to  say  a  word  to  our  fore- 
men. Less  talk  and  more  union  to  our 
men.  I  am  ashamed  to  say  that  out  of  the 
gang  I  have,  only  two  of  them  are  union 
men,  but  I  have  very  few  white  laborers, 
as  white  men  are  hard  to  get  here,  and 


my  track-walker  has  been  sick  a  great 
deal  of  the  time  the  past  winter,  but  I  am 
glad  to  say  he  has  done  more  than  some 
of  them  that  have  been  working  every 
day.  He  has  his  dues  paid  up.  Now. 
brothers,  we  have  got  our  lodge  going, 
and  let  us  bring  it  to  the  front.  Let  us 
attend  our  lodge  regularly.  Just  come 
when  I  do  and  I  don't  think  you  will  miss 
many  meetings.  I  have  missed  one  in 
three  years.  Yours  with  best  wishes. 
Secbetabt-Treasuber, 
Lodge  No.  47. 


-»o-*- 


Boston  &  Albany  Railway. 

Well,  boys,  our  Committee  Is  still  before^ 
the  management  trying  to  get  a  settlement. 
I  think  they  will  come  to  some  agreement 
this  week;  probably  before  this  gets  into 
the  Advocate  our  Committee  will  be  back 
from  the  management,  but  while  they  are 
there  let  us  stand  solid  behind  them  and 
let  every  man  pledge  his  word  of  honor 
to  stand  by  the  Committee  until  they 
succeed  in  getting  us  a  schedule  insuring 
improved  conditions  and  increased  wages. 
Journal  Agent, 
Lodge  No.  285. 


-»o-»- 


West  Concord  Lodge  No.  78. 

At  our  March  meeting  Brothers  Little. 
Webber  and  Keniston  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  arrange  for  our  annual  anni- 
versary social  and  they  reported  at  the 
April  meeting  that  May  4th  had  been  se- 
lected  as  the  date  and  Capitol  Hall,  Con- 
cord, as  the  place.  So  last  Thursday  aft- 
ernoon most  of  the  boys  quit  early  and 
with  wives  or  sweethearts  headed  for 
Concord,  expecting  a  good  time  and  none 
were  disappointed,  for  the  committee  had 
done  nobly  and  furnished  a  good  time. 

We  are  told  that  the  way  to  a  man's 
affections  Is  through  his  stomach.  If  thia 
is  true,  the  sisters  of  the  Ladies'  Auxil- 
iary were  the  recipients  of  lavish  affec- 
tion, for  they  furnished  an  excellent  sup- 
per. Superintendent  W.  F.  Ray  and  As- 
sistant Roadmaster  P.  J.  Quinn  were 
guests  of  the  evening  and  each  made  a 
short    address.      Currier's    Orchestra    of 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


397 


Canaan  furnished  music  for  dancing,  with 
Brothers  Sanders  and  Conway  as  prompt- 
ers. If  any  one  thinks  the  boys  of  West 
Concord  Lodge  are  not  light-footed,  they 
would  have  to  change  their  minds  after 
watc^iing  them  a  few  rounds  on  the  floor. 
At  12:30  we  all  left  for  home  on  two 
special  trains  which  had  been  furnished  by 
Mr.  Ray,  all  hoping  to  be  on  deck  at  the 
1912  meeting.  One  very  pleasing  feature 
was  the  way  every  one  seemed  to  try  to 
give  every  one  else  a  good  time  and  the 
lack  of  any  sign  that  the  boys  had  been 
getting  acquainted  with  old  John  Barley- 
corn.    Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

JouBNAL  Agent. 


-^9^y— 


Bellevue»  Ohio. 

Thought  I  would  make  a  start  in  writ- 
ing to  the  Advocate,  as  I  have  seen  no  let- 
ters from  the  Nickel  Plate  Railway  yet. 

We  started  a  lodge  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind., 
with  a  big  lot  of  members  in  good  stand- 
ing, hoping  to  do  bu8ine89  before  long. 

I  am  a  section  foreman  at  Belleyue  on 
the  N.  Y.  C.  ft  St.  L.,  having  3  1-4  miles 
of  double  track  and  seven  railway  cross- 
ings to  take  care  of,  making  lots  of  work 
for  me.  Well,  the  summer's  work  has 
begun.  We  are  putting  in  ties  and  sur- 
facing is  going  right  along.  I  have  eight 
men  working  for  me  at  present,  making 
things  count,  I  tell  you,  as  I  have  lots 
of  work  to  do.  We  have  a  good  supervise 
or  and  I  do  not  think  we  could  get  any 
better  wherever  we  could  try,  but  never- 
theless we  have  to  hit  the  balL  We  have 
good  track  and  we  have  good  ballast 
and  rail,  which  help  to  make  it,  believe 
me. 

Well,  brothers,  I  hope  to  hear  from  some 
more  of  you  on  the  Nickel  Plate,  so  will 
make  mine  short  With  best  wishes  to 
the  Brotherhood  men,  I  am  yours  in  B. 
L.  &  U.,  Certificate  No.  A18658. 

»o»  — 

Rock,  W.  Va. 

Well,  boys,  this  is  my  flrst  time  to  write 
for  the  Advocate,  and  if  my  letter  misses 
the  wastebasket,  I  will  try  again.  I  can- 
not understand  why  the  boys  on  this  di- 


vision don't  write  to  tne  dear  old  Ai>- 
vocATE,  but  maybe  they  are  like  myself, 
confining  themselves  to  readipg  and  not 
writing. 

There  are  eight  men  working  on  this 
section.  Six  of  us  are  Brotherhood  men 
and  the  other  two  said  that  they  would 
step  in  line  and  keep  the  wheel  rolling. 

bur  foreman,  Brother  J.  W.  Arrington, 
lost  his  wife  the  20th  of  April. 

Just  a  few  days  ago  you  I«ft  us; 
How    we   mien   you.    mother   dear. 
*     We  remember , all  your  kindness 
As  we  drop  a  silent  tear. 

Though  you're  gone,  you're  not  forKotton. 

Never    shall    your    memory    fade. 
Loving  hearts  will  often  linger 

'Round  the  grave  where  y^u  are  laid. 

But  we  know  that  you  are  happy 

In  the  mansions  of  the  blest. 
Where  there  Is  no  pain  or  sorrow 

In   one   sweet   eternal    rest. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  good  suc- 
cess, I  am  yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

ly.  M.  KUNKEL. 


Ganscvoort,  N.  Y.,  D.  &  H.  Ry. 

After  perusing  the  pages  of  our  monthly 
Advocate  it  seemed  to  3tir  me  to  action, 
and  if  I  may  be  granted  a  portion  of  your 
valuable  space,  I  wish  to  add  a  few,  re- 
marks as  to  the. good  work  accomplished 
on  this  system. 

Since  connecting  myself  with  the  I.  B. 
of  M.  W.  E.  through  the  efforts  of  Brother 
F.  Harris,  and  knowing  the  work,  t  feel 
Justified  in  praising  the  good  work  he 
has  done  and  the  way  he  has  cared  for  all 
business  entrusted  to  him,  he  being  com- 
mitteeman for  this  division.  The  convic- 
tions of  some  are  very  strong  and  the 
body  of  men  which  he  has  represented  is 
large,  but  with  the  exception  of  a  few  who 
fail  to  comprehend  the  magnitude  of  deal- 
ing with  a  railway  company,  I  think  all 
are  well  satisfied  with  present  working 
conditions.  To  be  sure,  the  differences  be- 
tween the  D.  &  H.  Company  and  their 
employes  of  this  department,  which  ex- 
isted during  the  past  year,  were*  not  of 
the  pleasantest,  but  through  the  wise 
guidance  of  the  committee  which  waited 
on  the  company  in  April,  a  similar  occur- 
ence was  averted. 

Some  seem  to  ^ain  the  impression  (and 
it  is  so  in  this  instance)  that  organization 
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is  simply  for  a  monetary  gain,  but  if  they 
will  take  the  pains  to  look  over  the  past 
and  compare  it  with  the  present  working 
conditions  on  this  line,  they  should  be 
unanimous  in  saying  we  have  gained  all 
this  through  our  noble  committee. 

Though  not  being  personally  acquainted 
with  many  of  the  members  of  Lodge  No. 
20,  I  appeal  to  you  as  a  fellow-worker  to 
look  up  to  the  one  who  has  so  ably  rep* 
resented  you  in  the  past  and  is  interested 
in  your  future  well-being  and  that  we 
may  all  extend  the  hand  of  good-fellow- 
ship to  Brother  Harris  and  his  co-workers 
lb  the  sincere  yrish  of 

A  Summit  TaACKMAif. 


-•o^ 


Baldwin,  Fla. 

Well,  as  I  have  Just  finished  reading  the 
last  issue  of  the  Advocate  and  only  find 
two  letters  from  the  S.  A.  L.,  I  thought  it 
high  time  that  8om<Q  more  of  us  Jerries 
were  saying  something. 

I  would  like  to  say  to  the  brothers  on 
the  S.  A.  L.,  that  now  is  the  time  for  us 
all  to  get  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel  and 
shove.  As  you  all  know,  our  Joint  Pro- 
tective Board  has  met  the  management 
twice  and  failed  to  effect  a  settlement  in 
regard  to  rules  of  employment  and  rates 
of  pay  and  the  matter  was  turned  over  to 
our  Vice-President  and  our  General  Chair- 
man, Brother  R.  D.  Bradley.  I  hope 
they  will  not  have  any  tmuble  making  an 
adjustment  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  all 
concerned,  but  in  case  they  fail  and  there 
i9  no  other  alternative  but  fight,  we  want 
to  have  our  force  lined  up  so  that  we  will 
be  prepared  to  fight  intelligently. 

I  am  opposed  to  strikes  as  long  as  they 
can  be  avoided.  I  have  experienced  one 
strike  and  there  is  no  fun  in  it,  I  can  as- 
sure you.  So,  brothers,  if  we  have  to 
strike  let  us  get  at  it  "work  ways"  and 
bring  in  every  non  that  we  can  find.  We 
will  need  them  all.  I  succeeded  in  lining 
up  one  old  backslider  last  month  and  I 
expect  to  get  two  more  this  month.  If 
every  union  man  will  work  on  the  nons 
within  reach  of  him,  we  will  soon  have  the 
old  8.  A.  L.  solid.  We  have  a  few  back- 
alideri  over  here  yet,  so  let's  get  in  be- 


hind them  and  make  it  so  warm  for  them 
that  they  will  either  Join,  or  leave  the  job 
and  let  a  man  get  there  that  will  join. 

Now,  brothers,  don't  stop  at  paying  up 
your  dues  and  say,  I  am  all  right  now,  I 
am  In  good  standing,  and  then  sit  down 
and  wait  for  some  one  to  come  along  and 
hand  you  a  raise  of  pay.  If  you  do,  you 
are  left,  for  there  is  work  to  be  done  in 
order  to  insure  success.  So  let  ua  bear 
that  in  mind,  attend  our  meetings  and  do 
alt  we  can  to  help  the  cause.  We  have 
something  over  75  members  enrolled  in 
Lodge  No.  17,  and  we  rarely  ever  have 
pver  20  or  25  in  attendance.  Now,  broth- 
ers, if  we  don't  take  an  interest  in  our 
own  welfare  and  look  out  for  ourselves, 
we  will  surely  get  left  I  was  talking  to 
a  brother  Just  a  few  days  ago  and  asked 
him  why  he  don't  come  out  to  the  meet- 
ings and  he  repdled,  "Oh,  well,  there  is 
no  need  of  me  coming;  there  is  enou^ 
without  me."  No,  brother,  there  Is  not 
enough  without  you.  Suppose  we  all  said 
that  and  stayed  at  home,  what  benefits 
could  we  expect  from  our  organization? 
Remember,  we  are  what  we  make  our 
selves;  so  let  us  get  busy  and  try  to  rank 
with  those  who  are  doing  something  for 
themselves  and  families.  The  Lord  helps 
those  who  help  themselves. 

Well,  brothers,  this  is  my  first  letter 
since  the  A.  C.  L.  strike  In  1903,  to  the 
Advocate,  but  I  have  kept  in  line  and  if 
this  misses  the  wastebasket,  I  will  try  it 
again  next  month,  and  hope  by  the  time 
this  letter  is  in  print,  we  will  all  have  a 
substantial  raise.  Tours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 
Cebtificate  No.  A5063. 


Thoughts  in  Progress. 

As  far  as  we  can  go  back  in  historical 
records,  we  find  that  each  generation  of 
men  seems  to  have  been  condemned  to  a 
harsh  struggle  for  existence.  That  strug- 
gle has  invariably  grown  in  intensity  un- 
der a  higher  form  of  education  and  the  in- 
crease of  wealth.  To-day,  in  many  sec- 
tions of  the  planet  we  find  more  solid  hs^ 
piness,  more  genuine  honesty  and  man- 
hood in  communities  where  people  are 
plain,  useful  woriMrs«  away  from  great 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVCXJATE. 


399 


displays  of  wealth.  So  where  there  is  a 
larger  opportunity  for  the  geenral  unfold- 
ing of  the  real  Brotherhood  spirit  there 
are  also  greater  temptations  tending  to 
the  unhealthy  use  of  wealth,  of  foQllsh 
ostentations  and  amhitions. 

Wealth  does  not  need  to  hurt  anybody. 
What  has  always  invited  human  disturb- 
ances and  deformities  is  the  combination 
of  wealth  and  a  fanatic,  selfish  education. 
The  more  we  have  of  that  kind  of  educa- 
tion, the  more  selfish  we  become  in  our 
general  dealings  toward  each  other.  It  is 
the  quality  for  good  or  evil  far  more  than 
the  quantity,  that  tells  with  education  as 
well  as  with  every  other  eleipent  in  human 
life.  Notice  the  great  multitude  of  per- 
petual disagreements  with  which  we  are 
to-day  affiicted  all  over  the  earth;  we  high- 
ly educated  fellows  saturated  with  our 
marvelous  modern  education,  disagree  in 
almost  every  one  of  the  500  or  more  items 
constituting  our  human  life.  We  only 
manage  to  agree  on  a  single  point — ^we 
want  to  have  a  civilization  inviting  us 
to  climb  one  above  the  other.  That  is  the 
kind  of  morality  and  brotherhood  we  long 
for;  it  is  thus  that  we  decree  the  prolon- 
gation and  intensity  of  a  harsh  struggle 
for  existence  that  repudiates  and  discards 
all  natural  laws,  all  common  sense,  all 
logic  in  connection  with  healthy  human 
development 

Man  is  created  for  a  natural,  joyful, 
healthy  struggle;  not  for  the  infernal  one 
we  have  always  had  more  or  less,  and 
please  notice  again,  that  the  very  people 
relatively  or  absolutely  at  ease  are  the 
ones  who  simply  represent  a  certain  so- 
cial ornamentation;  they  do  not  labor, 
and  life  for  these  is  worth  very  little. 
There  is  not  a  single  atom  of  plain  hon- 
esty or  simple  justice  in  such  a  social 
combination.  Yet,  that  is  what  civiliza- 
tion and  progress  have  meant  for  as  many 
centuries  as  we  can  go  back  in  the  line  of 
historical  records.  The  whole  machinery 
of  that  civilization,  with  all  that  is  good, 
blended  with  all  that  is  bad  still  keeps 
turning  upon  a  false  center  of  gravitation, 
away  from  the  only  sound,  solid,  fixed 
morality  of  the  universe.  Hence  our  con- 
tinuous and  perpetual  mixture  of  good 


and  evil,  and  hence  our  interminable  con- 
troversies on  how  to  fix  up  our  gen^wal 
relations  in  that  social  order  in  which  we 
are  compelled  to  live  and  develop  after 
a  fashion,  and  a  pretty  disorderly  fashion 
after  all. 

Generation  after  generation  we  keep 
sowing  winds  through  our  selfish  laws; 
then  when  we  are  forced  to  keep  gather- 
ing the  wihrlwinds,  we  try  to  punish 
those  who  grumble  against  the'  whirl- 
winds because  they  ravage  our  private 
lives,  our  domestic  peace,  our  national  and 
religioufl  consensus,  our  activities  in  all 
directions,  and  even  undermine  most  of 
our  longings  for  the  good  and  the  true, 
impairing  the  best  In  us,  often  prompting 
the  worst  tendencies  we  may  have.  Is 
there  any  sense  in  this  eternal  process 
through  all  the  ages  as  they  roll  on,  al- 
ways full  of  activity  in  the  partial  or  total 
suppression  of  some  of  our  surface 
wrongs,  always  full  of  passivity,  of  In- 
ertia, of  moral  cowardice  perhaps,  in  con- 
nection with  our  unlovely  and  permanent- 
ly fundamental  great  social  evil;  able  to 
bring  out  a  new  crop  of  surface  wrongs 
as  a  substitute  for  the  crop  we  may  have 
uprooted,  and  we  never  will  know  bet- 
ter! Always  stopping  some  of  the  top 
leaps  in  our  social  tank,  but  never  even 
taking  cognizance  of  the  bottom  leak, 
which  becomes  larger  as  the  ages  march 
on.  How  can  it  be  otherwise  when  evil 
is  bound  to  grow  as  long  as  it  is  allowed 
to  live,  by  order  of  human  law?  And  yet 
Immortal  truth  remains  here  forever,  with 
all  Its  immaculate  simplicity,  forever  in- 
viting men  to  abandon  their  sinful  and 
miserable  perplexities.  Truth  fully  and 
scientifically  applied  to  the  individual  life 
of  each  social  group,  and  hence  to  the 
indispensable  industrial  functions  of  each 
one  of  us;  the  crimes,  sins,  deformities 
and  idiotic  disagreements  of  two  hun- 
dred generations  of  good,  intelligent  men 
can  and  shall  vanish  from  the  face  of 
the  earth  forever.  As  a  matter  of  course, 
the  truth  refuses  all  violence  in  its  bat- 
tle against  wrong. 

It  is  because  human  governments  have 
always  rested  on  violence  by  the  sword, 
rifie,  gun,  etc.,  that  they  have  always  been 
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unable  to  establish  the  truth.  Then,  be- 
fore we  attempt  to  suppress  wrong  we 
must  ascertain!  the  simple  process  on 
which  alone  the  right  and  the  true  can 
rest.  Thus  far  all  progress,  •volution, 
etc.,  have  been  a  haphazard  march  after 
the  unknown,  a  wild  chase  in  the  forest 
of  our  own  crazy  education,  crazy  after 
the  wealth  and  Joys  that  perish.  There 
has  not  been  an  atom  of  the  scientific 
methods  in  our  search  for  a  sensible  civ- 
ilization.  It  is  only  fof  the  good  of  some 
that  we  have  longed  for.  Thus  we  have 
invariably  worked  for  the  actual  destruc- 
tion of  all  of  us.  It  is  thus  that  every 
generation  has  gone  down  to  the  grave 
bound  hand  and  foot  to  the  Christ  of  the 
kingdom  of — legalized  selfishness.  The 
eternal  and  simple  principle  of  equality 
bas  never  appealed  to  us,  and  still  out- 
side of  equality  fully  applied  to  all  of  our 
industrial  relations,  we  can  find  nothing 
but  chaos,  sin  and  confusion.  Yours  in 
B.  L.  &  U.,  Gus  Wright, 

\  Organizer. 

Cincinnati,*  Iowa. 

I  have  been  a^ay  from  home  enjoying 
the  sights  of  thea  west,  somewhat  neglect- 
ful of  my  duties  to  the  Brotherhood,  but 
I. have  been  watching  the  Advocate  to  see 
if  there  were  any  letters  from  the  Cen- 
tieville  Division.  Am  sorry  to  say  I  failed 
to  find  any.  This  being  so,  I  presume  it 
Is  up  to  me  to  write  a  few  lines,  and  1 
would  like  to  ^ask  each  employe  on  this 
division,  who  has  not  yet  sent  in  his  ap- 
pllpation  for  membership,  to  do  so  at 
oAce  and  get  the  Advance  Advocate  each 
month  and  see  what  the  Brotherhood  is 
dpi^Jg.  1,735  new  members  last  month. 
\yhat  do  you  think  of  that?  If  everyone 
wpuld  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  what 
a  grand  organization  we  could  have.  The 
Brotherhood  is  out  of  the  mire  and  is  on 
solid  ground.  If  each  member  will  use 
just  a  trifle  of  energy  how  easily  we  can 
keep  the  wheels  turning. 

The  people  in  our  department  are  fully 
twelve  years  behind  all  the  other  crafts. 
There  is  no  labor  of  any  kind  that  is 
organized,  but  which  has  bettered  Itself, 


why  should  we  hang  back?  We  have 
nothing  to  lose  and  it  won't  cost  as  much 
and  we  can  see  what  the  other  fellow  has 
done  all  around  us. 

Look  tt  the  agents  and  trainmen.  Don*t 
you  think  that  they  are  better  paid  and 
don't  you  think  that  the  company  thinks 
as  much  of  them  as  they  do  of  us?  Why 
should  they  not  want  us  to  organize? 
Only  because  they  know  that  where  there 
l9  union,  there  is  strength  and  they  feel 
that  we  are  not  being  paid  as  much  as 
we  should  and  If  we  were  organized,  that 
we  would  certainly  ask  for  more  money 
as  the  other  unions  have  and  have  nearly 
always  got  what  they  asked  for  because 
they  have  hung  together. 

Now  take  the  agents,  If  a  train  calls 
them  for  orders  after  hours  they  get 
fifty  cents  for  about  fifteen  minutes'  work, 
whilst  we  have  to  go  over  the  track  after 
each  heavy  storm,  day  or  night  If  it 
happens  in  the  middle  of  the  night  we 
get  less  than  twenty  cents  per  hour  for 
what  time  we  are  out,  and  the  men  fif- 
teen cents.  Do  you  think  tlUs  looks 
right?  If  you  do,  then  your  eyes  must  be 
crossed.  The  railroad  company  is  only 
making  fun  of  the  track  department,  be- 
cause they  don't  know  enou^  to  or- 
ganize and  get  better  pay.  ^^^e  are 
from  Missouri,  and  can  show  thMn"  if  we 
will. ',  What  do  you  say  about  it?  Yours 
in  B.  Lr.  ft  U.,  Will. 

Selma  Lodge  No.  281. 

The  Almighty  God  of  heaven  and  earth 
has  seen  fit  to  allow  the  Death  Angel  to 
visit  our  lodge  at  Selma,  Ala.,  No.  281, 
and  take  away  from  us  and  his  family 
Brother  John  Davis,  certificate  No.  A28400, 
who  was  section  foreman  at  Tlllto,  Ala., 
on  the  Southern  Railway. 

We,  the  members  of  Selma  Lodge,  ex- 
tend our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  Brother 
Davis'  bereaved  family  and  we  respect- 
fully request  the  members  of  all  local 
lodges  of  our  Brotherhood  to  turn  their 
badges  in  mourning  for  one  meeting  of 
each  lodge  to  show  their  respect  to  ouf 
good  brother,  John  Davis. 

We  are  assured  that  in  laying  down 
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his  work  in  this  life,  the  Great  Father 
has  called  him  to  a  resting  plaoe  wher« 
there  will  be  no  more  sorrow  or  sick? 
ness,  only  eternal  life  forever.  Remem- 
ber, brothers,  this  is  a  debt  that  we  all 
have  to  pay  sooner  or  later  and  it  be- 
hoores  each  one  of  us  to  set  our  house  in 
order  and  make  provision  for  those  who 
are  dependent  upon  us  and  who  will  be 
left  to  mourn  after  we  are  gone.  Tours 
in  B.  L..ft  U.,  Secbbtabt-Tbbasubbb, 
Selma  Lodge  No.  281. 

»o» 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  ft  St.  Paul  Ry. 

Corliss  Lodge  No.  205  had  a  very  sue- 
cesBful  meeting  at  Oakwood  on  April  30th. 
A  ftdrly  good  crowd  was  present  and  a 
pleasant  time  was  enjoyed.  Organizer 
Peterson  rushed  in  Just  as  we  were  going 
to  begin  business,  sweat  running  down 
his  brow  and  all  out  of  wind,  but  after 
cooling  down  somewhat  and  feeling  able 
to  stand,  he  gave  us  a  good  lecture  on 
what  was  being  done  by  the  I.  B.  of  M. 
of  W.  E.  in  and  around  Chicago,  and  be- 
fore we  see  this  in  print  I  hope  that  a 
satisfactory  scittlement  will  have  been 
made  on  the  C.  M.  ft  St  P.  Railway  at 
least,  as  I  think  that  there  will  be  some- 
thing doing  if  the  management  will  not 
come  across  with  the  goods. 

We  still  have  a  few  nons  on  our  divis- 
ion. Keep  after  them,  boys,  and  you  will 
finally  succeed  in  bringing  them  with 
you  to  our  meeting  place.  Do  not  get  dis- 
couraged after  you  have  asked  them  once 
or  twice,  but  keep  right  on  until  you  sue* 
ceed  in  lining  them  up  with  us.  With  best 
wishes  to  the  Brotherhood,  I  remain  yours 
in  B.  L.  ft  U.,    C^BTinoATB  No.  A3761. 

•  o^ ' 

Princeton,  W.  Va. 

For  the  information  of  our  members 
ou  the  Virginia  Railway,  I  am  going  to 
write  this  through  the  Advocate  so  that 
all  may  have  the  opportunity  of  reading 
it. 

Myself  and  committee  presented  the 
new  schedule  of  rates  and  rules  to  the 
management  of  our  road  on  May  5th, 
1911.     Eiverything  was  considered  nicely. 


and  no  objections  of  any  kind  made  othei 
than  the  claim  of  the  officials  that  the 
road  was  not  doing  much  business  and 
they  wanted  to  ask  us  to  give  them  som« 
time  until  the  business  picked  up.  Thoy 
were  willing  to  consider  our  laborers  and 
said  that  they  would  arrange  the  matter 
of  annual  passes  for  foremen  who  had 
been  in  the  service  for  three  years  and 
will  do  by  us  as  other  roads  were  doing 
by  their  men  if  we  would  give  them  a  lit- 
tle time  and  business  got  so  that  they 
could  do  so. 

I  presented  the  matter  to  the  oommit- 
tee  to  act  on,  they  agreeing  to  give  the 
company  the  time  asked  for  as  they 
thought  this  was  the  proper  thing  to  do, 
as  it  was  not  worth  while  for  any  of  the 
members  to  think  hard  of  the  committee 
as  they  did  all  they  could  do,  excepting 
to  have  called  a  suspension  of  work  and 
we  did  not  wish  to  have  any  trouble  of 
this  kind  if  it  could  be  avoided,  and  we 
can  se^  for  ourselves  that  the  road  is  not 
doing  a  very  large  amount  of  business 
from  the  number  of  trains  we  have.  The 
coal  trade  is  very  dull  and  very  little 
shipping  is  done  from  the  pier  at  Nor- 
folk. 

If  you  will  remember,^  I  .believe  it  was 
the  year  before,  last  that  the  N.  ft  W. 
asked  their  men**  to  wait  for  a  schedule, 
as  thei^  road  was  not  able  to  do  anything 
for  them  at  that  time.  I  remember  that 
these  men  waited  twelve  months  and 
when  they  went  up  again,  they  got  a  good 
raise.  I  am  advised  now  that  they  are 
being  asked  again  this  year  to  -hold  up 
for  a  while  until  the  road  begins  to  pick 
up  in  business,  and  I  trust  that  none  of 
the  members  will  be  disheartened  at  the 
proceedings  of  what  was  done,  but  pay  up 
your  dues  promptly  and  get  every  new 
member  you  can  and  everything  will  be 
O.  K.  in  the  future.  1  expect  to  keep  my 
dues  paid  up  to  retain  my  standing  in 
the  organizatioi^  and  get  every  new  mem- 
ber I  can  and  if  each  of  you  will  do  the 
same  when  we  go  up  again  we  will  stand 
on  a  stone  foundation. 

I  hope  that  the  Grand  Officers  and 
members  will  all  consider  that  I  have 
done  my  duty  in  this  case,  as  well  as  thQ 
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balance  of  the  oommlttee,  and  if  Uiej 
think  that  I  did  not,  I  am  wllUng  to  step 
aside  and  let  the  next  man  hare  a  show. 
With  best  wishes,  I  remain  yours  in  B. 

U  4  U.«  P.  J.  NOOHAK. 

General  Chairman, 
Box  468,  Princeton,  W.  Va. 


-^o^ 


Bl  Paso,  nilnoit. 

Evergreen  Lodge  No.  45S  held  its  last 
monthly  meeting  on  April  16th  at  Bloom- 
ington.  111.,  with  ten  members  present, 
also  oar  General  Chairman,  Brother  Smith 
of  Chicago.  We  initiated  one  new  mem- 
ber, and  also  transacted  the  general  rou- 
tine of  business. 

Our  President  was  absent,  so  the  chair 
was  filled  by  Past  President  Henninger. 
Our  next  meeting  in  May  will  be  held  at 
Bloomington,  111.,  on  the  20th  at  our  regu- 
lar hall.  No.  108  West  Front  street 

Brother  Smith  advised  us  on  matters 
pertaining  to  our  schedule  overtime,  and 
other  matters.  He  also  advised  us  thst 
they  were  going  to  organise  a  lodge  a( 
Freeport  on  Saturday,  April  22d,  and  in- 
vited all  who  could  attend  to  go  up  there. 

Our  spring  work  Is  started  and  every- 
body is  busy  now  replacing  bad  ties  and 
surfacing  the  rough  places  in  our  track, 
getting  things  back  to  normal  condition, 
after  the  winter. 

I  hope  that  at  our  next  meeting  all  of 
our  members  will  be  present  as  the  weath- 
er is  fine  now  and  they  have  no  excuse 
for  staying  at  home.  Brother  T.  J. 
O'Donnell,  the  chairman  of  our  Con- 
ference Committee,  has  been  away  from 
home,  attending  a  conference  on  woman 
and  child  labor,  to  which  he  was  appoint- 
ed as  a  delegate  by  the  Governor  of  Mis- 
sissippi. He  is  one  of  the  six  delegates 
appointed  from  labor  organizations.  The 
meeting  is  to  be  held  at  Atlanta,  Ga. 

I  am  advised  that  President  Lowe  has 
promised  to  send  out  organisers  on  the 
N.  4k  W.  lines.  If  he  does,  it  will  not  be 
long  unUl  the  I.  C.  and  T.  «  M.  V.  lines 
are  united  and  solid.  A  great  many  of 
our  foremen  are  getting  interested  in  th« 
work  of  organisation.  If  each  one  would 
take  hold  and  keep  on  getting  the  non- 


members  in  line,  we  would  soon  be  all 
solid  again.  The  ChL  Ter.  is  all  getting 
in  line  and  going  after  their  schedule 
and  contract  As  soon  as  they  get  theirs, 
ours  should  be  forthcoming.  All  things 
oome  by  having  a  little  patience  and  per 
severance  and  stick-to-it-iveness. 

In  our  next  issue,  I  would  like  to  hear 
from  some  of  our  brothers  <m  the  I.  C 
and  hope  that  they  will  write  a  few  lines 
expressing  their  views  on  anything  for 
the  good  of  our  noble  Order. 

SxoBBTAaT  No.  463. 


-•^^ 


S.  A,  L.  Ryn  Sutherland.  Vn. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  to  the  Advooatb 
will  make  it  a  short  one.  I  am  a  section 
foreman  on  the  S.  A.  L.  and  a  Brotherhood 
man  as  welL  I  have  been  a  m^nber  of 
the  order  for  three  months  and  I  certainly 
appreciate  the  organisation  and  think  that 
it  is  a  fine  order. 

Now,  boys,  it  is  up  to  us  to  get  together 
and  keep  the  wheel  turning.  We  have  «ot 
the  organization,  let's  use  it  and  get  some 
benefit  from  it  If  the  boys  will  all  keep 
busy  and  keep  the  wheel  turning  we  will 
get  all  the  nons  in  after  a  while.  They 
wlU  see  the  error  of  their  wasrs  and  come 
in  and  help  us. 

You  will  recognize  the  fact  that  my 
hand  is  better  suited  to  a  pickhandle  than 
a  pen  and  I  expect  that  many  of  our 
members  have  been  doing  as  I  have  done, 
reading  but  not  writing,  but  it  is  up  to 
us  all  to  get  busy  and  see  what  we  can  do 
to  make  this  year  the  best  of  alL  Now  is 
the  time  if  we  ever  intend  doing  anything 
we  should  stand  by  our  guns  and  make 
ourselves  solid  and  then  go  in  for  all  we 
are  worth  for  a  schedule  with  increased 
pay  and  better  conditions. 

Trusting  that  the  editor  will  correct 
any  mistakes  and  line  out  the  kinks,  I 
am  yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U.,  S.  B.  W. 

—  •o* 

Selma  Lodge  No.  28L 

Dear  brothers  and  writers  to  the  Anvo> 
CATS,  I  am  here  with  my  thlok  head  tnr* 
ing  to  say  something  for  the  good  of  the 
Brotherhood.    While  sitting  alone  in  my 
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camp  car  on  the  sidetrack,  my  wishes  and 
love  for  my  wife  and  two  babies  and  the 
good  of  our  organization,  is  not  limited. 
Brothers,  we  should  all  endeavor  to  visit 
our  lodge  as  often  as  is  possible,  studying 
out  the  rules  and  regulations  and  by-laws 
of  our  organization  and  live  up  to  them 
strictly.  It  will  make  us  better  men.  It 
will  make  us  love  our  wives  and  babies 
more.  It  will  make  us  love  our  brothers 
in  our  order.  It  vdll  make  us  do 'our 
duty  to  the  company  by  whom  we  are 
employed. 

We  had  a  good  meeting  of  Selma  Lodge 
No.  2S1  on  the  Saturday  night  before  the 
fourth  Sunday.  Our  'meetings  are  held 
on  this  date  each  month. 

We  have  on  our  division  a  brother  who 
has  had  the  misfortune  of  having  his  leg 
broken  by  a  lining  bar  falling  off  his  car 
while  the  car  was  running  and  we  started 
out  a  subscription  to  help  him,  on  this 
division.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  our  road- 
master  and  supervisor  were  among  the 
first  to  sign  it  and  pay  a  reasonable  shar« 
to  the  help  of  our  crippled  brother.  And, 
brothers,  I  believe  that  these  contributions 
were  given  from  the  heart  as  well  as  from 
the  pocket.  I  do  not  know  how  much  he 
will  be  able  to  get,  but  I  feel  that  he  will 
get  enough  to  make  everybody  love  the 
Brotherhood. 

Now,  taken  from  this  standpoint,  is  it 
not  enough  to  make  a  man  love  his  order? 
Just  think  back  a  few  years  ago  when 
we  had  no  order,  what  if  this  case  had 
happened  then,  and  I  have  no  doubt  there 
were  many  of  them  in  those  days,  but 
what  was  done?  The  neighbors  would 
have  come  in  to  see  him,  if  he  had  been 
living  where  white  folks  live,  and  they 
would  have  said  to  him,  "if  you  need 
anything.  Just  let  me  know,  I  have  got 
to  go  home  now.  Will  see  you  again  in  a 
few  days,"  and  they  would  perhaps  see 
him  at  the  cemetery,  or  if  he  got  able  to 
go  to  work  and  his  work  was  anywhere 
near  their  house,  he  could  see  them.  The 
roadmaster  and  supervisor  would  be 
looking  after  him  too,  to  see  if  he  was 
solnff  to  be  able  to  go  to  work  igain  soon, 
and  if  not,  to  move  him  at  soon  at  pos- 


sible as  another  man  would  be  waiting 
for  the  Job. 

The  reason  for  this  was  that  a  section 
foreman  in  those  days  was  hardly  counted 
human  and  the  farmer  or  the  neighbor 
did  not  want  to  associate  with  him  much. 
It  would  be  a  disgrace  if  his  wife  and 
daughter  went  to  see  the  section  boss  and 
his  wife. 

The  roadmaster  did  not  care  anything 
for  him  unless  he  had  a  bottle  of  whiskey 
handy,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  it  is  not 
that  way  now,  simply  because  we  have 
become  a  body  of  fellow  citizens  and  the 
farmers  or  our  neighbors  have  decided 
that  we  are  human  and  they  visit  us,  and 
we  go  to  church  and  the  ofUcials  have 
noticed  it  and  they  have  decided  that  they 
have  a  white  set  of  men  and  women  on 
this  division,  and,  brothers,  this  simply 
I'ecause  of  our  perseverance,  self-confl- 
dence,  respect,  love  and  charity,  which 
had  to  start  from  somewhere,  and  I  v^ant 
to  say  the  J.  P.  B.  of  our  order  is  one  of 
the  best  places  to  start  it  from. 

I  think  I  have  said  enough  for  this  time 
and  I  guess  the  editor  will  think  so  too 
before  he  gets  through  making  out  what  I 
am  trying  to  say.  With  best  wishes  to 
the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.,  I  am  yours  fraternally, 
Journal  Agent. 


-^o^ 


Jefferson  City,  Tenn. 

I  have  Just  finished  reading  the 
Advocate  and  its  pages  filled  with  so 
many  nice  letters  and  interesting  ones, 
too,  although  I  never  see  any  from  this 
pert  This  is  my  second  attempt  to 
write,  as  I  am  a  bad  hand  to  get  a  letter 
in  shape  for  print,  but  I  hope  the  editor 
will  line  and  surface  this  and  I  will  come 
again. 

Now,  brother  union  man,  it  is  time  to 
get  busy  and  when  you  can  get  a  good 
white  man  to  work  for  you,  encourage 
him  and  try  to  keep  him  and  the  next 
thing  carry  his  application  to  your  lodge 
as  soon  as  you  find  out  he  is  all  right, 
but  if  you  can  not  get  a  good  man,  one 
that  will  please  you  and  be  a  support  to 
you,  leave  him  alone.    The  thing  to  do  is 
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to  work  for  the  betterment  of  the  order 
and  the  welfare  of  our  road. 

Now,  brothers,  it  is  very  near  time  to 
pay  up  your  dues  for  the  last  half  of  the 
year.  The  year  so  far  has  been  a  fine 
success,  and  If  we  will  all  do  our  part  we 
can  mi^e  the  last  half  the  winner.  Just 
think  how  nice  it  would  be. 

I  have  a  solid  white  gang  and  by  the 
time  this  is  in  print  I  will  have  a  solid 
union  gang,  for  they  have  promised  to 
come  and  Join  at  our  next  meeting,  which 
ii  the  fourth  Sunday.  Six  new  members 
were  introduced  at  our  last  meeting.  We 
had  a  nice  attendance. 

Now,  brothers,  it  is  time  to  clean  up  and 
put  in  new  ties  if  you  need  them  and  can 
get  them.  Clean  up  your  track  as  neatly 
as  you  can  and  get  the  winter  rust  oft 
of  it  It  surely  does  please  the  super- 
visor and  roadmaster  to  bee  you  keeping 
everything,  as  neat  and  clean  as  possible. 
I .  am  on  the  Knoxville  Division  of  the 
Southern  and  have  fine  officials  to  work 
for,  as  good  as  any  man  could  have.  I 
will  ring  off  for  this  time  with  best 
wishes,  yours  in  B.  L.  &  U.      G.  W.  W. 

--o-^ • 

Collins,  Ga. 

Seeing  so  many  nice  letters  from  the 
boys  and  girls  this  month,  I  decided  that 
I  would  try  to  write  one  myself  and  this 
being  my  first  attempt,  I  hope  the  editor 
will  correct  any  mistakes. 

I  am  a  boy  13  years  of  age.  I  have 
three  brothers  and  a  few  pets.  My  father 
takes  the  Advocate  and  it  is  a  welcome 
visitor  to  our  home.  He  is  a  section  fore- 
man on  the  S.  A.  L.  Collins  is  the  Junc- 
tion point  of  the  S.  A.  L.  and  G.  C.  &  P., 
also  Wadley  Southern.  We  live  seven 
miles  from  the  county  seat  of  Tattnall 
County. 

Our  school  was  closed  on  April  28th. 
I  am  in  the  9th  grade.  I  go  to  Sunday 
school  every  Sunday.  I  am  president  of 
thie  Sunbeam  Society.  We  have  a  mem- 
bership of  30  and  are  increasing  that  num- 
ber weekly.  I  like  to  read  very  much,  my 
favorite  topic  being  history.  I  would  like 
to  exchange  post  cards  with  any  of  the 
Journal  readers. 


Wishing  the  I.  B.  of  M.  W.  E.  great  suc- 
cess, I  will  close  for  this  time,  sincerely 
yours,  Dewey  Lynn. 

mo^ 

Baldwyn,  Miss. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  As  this  is  my 
first  letter  to  the  Advocate,  I  hope  to  see 
it  in  the  next  issue.  I  never  do  see  any 
letters  from  the  girls  and  boys  on  the 
M.  A  O.  My  papa  is  a  section  foreman 
on  the  M.  &  O.  Sub-Division.  He  has  been 
foreman  eight  years  and  we  have  been 
living  here  for  four  years.  I  have  one 
little  brother  and  sister.  My  brother  is 
nine  years  old  and  my  sister  is  six.  I  gc 
to  Sunday  school  every  Sunday. 

My  papa  is  a  Brotherhood  man  and 
thinks  it  is  a  grand  order.  Wake  np 
girls  and  put  your  shoulder  to  the  wheel 
and  keep  it  rolling.  I  am  15  years  old 
and  like  to  exchange  post  cards  with  some 
of  the  girls  and  boys  and  readers  of  the 
Journal.    I  am  sincerely  yours, 

Peai&e  McCabter.- 


-•^>-«- 


Resolutions  passed  by  Plant  City  Lodge 
No.  438  of  the  International  Brotherhood 
of  Maintenance  of  Way  Employees. 

Whereas,  God,  in  his  Infinite  Wisdom, 
has  seen  fit  to  remove  from  his  earthly 
labors  our  brother,  W.  H.  Hall,  who  died 
at  his  home  near  Homeland,  Florida,  on 
May  2d,  1911,  in  the  42d  year  of  his  age. 

And,  whereas.  Brother  Hall  was  an  hon- 
ored member  of  Plant  City  Lodge  No.  43S 
ol  the  International  Brotherhood  of  Main- 
tenance of  Way  Employees,  and  had  long 
been  a  member  thereof. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  by  the  said 
lodge  in  session  convened  at  Plant  City. 
Florida,  That  we  extend  to  the  family  and 
wife  of  Brother  Hall  our  sincere  exprefr 
sions  of  sorrow  at  his  untimely  death,  and 
extend  to  her  our  sympathy  and  ofter  ber 
any  assistance  that  may  be  in  our  power. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  in  the 
death  of  Brother  Hall  the  lodge  has  lost 
a  faithful  and  worthy  member  and  that 
his  counsels  will  be  missed  by  the  lod^e. 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  .the  charter 
of  the  lodge  be  draped  for  the  usual  lengUi 
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of  time,  that  these  resolutions  be  publish- 
ed in  the  Plant  City  Courier  and  the 
Advance  Advocate,  and  that  a  copy  be 
forwarded  to  his  wife  and  family. 

SeCRETABY-TrEAS  UREK. 

•-(y 

Baldwyn,  Miss. 

I  will  try  to  write  a  short  letter  if  the 
editor  will  straighten  up  a  few  of  the 
kinks  and  line  up  the  worst  places  for  me. 

I  am  still  trying  to  keep  up  Section  39 
as  best  I  can.  I  do  not  hear  much  of  the 
boys  these  days,  but  I  would  like  to  say 
to  them  all,  go  way  back  to  the  back 
woods  and  get  a  piece  of  old  strong  bacon 
and  eat  it  and  see  if  you  won't  get  strong 
at  once.  It  looks  like  all  of  you  good 
brothers  would  and  could  do  as  well  as 
myself.  Boys,  pay  up  your  dues  at  once 
and  get  an  up-to-date  card.  My  card 
reads  July  5th,  1911.  How  many  of  you 
can  say  that?  Get  right  and  let  us  say 
that  one  more  time.  Some  of  you  may 
think  I  am  digging  too  hard,  but  you  know 
that  we  should  get  together  and  stick 
like  a  band  of  brothers.  Put  your  shoul- 
der to  the  wheel.  I  think  some  of  you 
must  have  cold  shoulders.  If  so,  put  your 
bead  to  it  and  if  it  don't  go  then,  I  don't 
know  why.  Understand,  I  am  talking  to 
all.  I  surely  want  to  see  al  the  boys  on 
the  M.  ft  O.  with  their  shoulders  to  the 
wheel.  I  know  all  of  you  big  hearted 
jolly  boys,  so  don't  forget  to  pay  your 
dues  and  get  in  the  ring.  You  know  we 
have  as  good  a  set  of  officers  to  work  for 
as  can  be  found  anywhere  and  we  want 
to  show  them  that  we  are  good  solid  men 
and  want  to  stick  up  for  our  rights  and 
we  want  to  treat  them  right  and  do  good 
work  for  them  so  that  if  we  want  a  little 
help  they  cannot  kick  about  it.  I  am 
sorry  some  of  you  boys  have  gotten  so 
tar  behind  with  your  dues,  and  I  hope  you 
will  get  right  and  stay  right  Let  us  get 
this  old  wheel  rolling  once  more.  Boys, 
look  at  the  transportation  department 
They  get  two  or  three  times  as  much  pay 
as  we  do,  still  we  are  the  foundation  for 
if  there  was  no  track  they  could  not  run. 
I  guess  I  would  better  bring  this  letter 
to  a  close,  but  I  would  like  to  say  one 


thing  more  to  the  boys  on  the  third  Sub* 
division,  and  that  is,  for  Qod's  mke 
wake  up!  Don't  sleep  so  long,  brothers, 
pay  up  and  get  in  with  the  band  so  that 
we  will  all  be  up-to-date  boys.  Rub  your 
old  backbone  and  get  it  strong  enough  to 
stand  what  is  coming  to  you.  I  am  very 
sorry  that  some  of  you  good  brothers  are 
just  too  weak  in  the  knees  to  stand  up 
for  your  rights. 

I  will  try  to  do  better  the  next  time  If 
this  letter  escapes  the  wastebasket  Yours 
in  B.  L.  *  U.,  J.  H.  McC. 

»o^ 

Stroud,  Ala. 

I  will  write  a  few  lines  to  your  good 
and  interesting  paper.  I  belong  to  lodge 
No.  401.  We  hold  our  meetings  at  Opelika 
on  the  C.  ft  W.  Division  of  the  Central 
of  Georgia  Railway.  We  are  pretty  full 
up;  only  one  foreman  on  our  division  that 
vion't  belong  to  the  Brotherhood. 

I  am  a  foreman  on  a  little  branch  of 
the  Central  of  Georgia,  called  the  Eastern 
Alabama.  I  have  eleven  miles  of  main 
line  and  about  three  miles  of  sidetrack 
and  at  present  I  have  not  a  regular  hand. 
I  only  get  some  farm  hands  on  rainy  days 
and  I  have  dirt  track  with  no  ballast,  so 
you  can  see  I  have  a  pretty  hard  time. 
We  are  only  allowed  to  pay  fl.OO  a  day 
for  labor  and  the  farmers  pay  that  much 
on  the  farm,  and  it  makes  it  hard  for  me 
to  get  help  at  such  wages. 

I  hope  to  see  the  time  when  wages  will 
be  so  high  as  to  induce  good  men  to  take 
work  on  the  road.  We  hardly  ever  have 
a  white  laborer  on  account  of  poor  wages, 
and  our  negro  laborers  are  getting  so 
sassy  and  independent  that  you  can't  get 
anything  out  of  them.  Looks  as  if  the 
negro  has  decided  to  scheme  his  time  in 
and  be  a  dead-beat  If  we  could  get  plenty 
of  white  laborers  it  would  be  so  much 
better,  as  they  would  take  an  interest  in 
their  work. 

Well,  I  hope  this  won't  find  the  waste- 
basket  and  if  not,  I  will  try  and  do  better 
next  time.  I  am  always  glad  to  get  the 
Advocate  and  read  the  brothers'  letters. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U.,     Certificate  No. 
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Mii8kog#e  IxHlge  No.  10. 

Dear  Brothers: 

At  I  can  never  eee  a  word  from  our 
lodge,  I  am  going  to  try  and  write  a  few 
lines  for  the  dear  old  Advocate  if  the  ed- 
itor will  line  them  up  so  that  they  will 
miss  the  wastebasket. 

Our  committee  went  before  the  officials 
May  1st,  but  I  don't  know  what  they 
have  done  yet 

Our  lodge  meets  every  fourth  Sunday 
and  we  have  very  good  attendance,  but 
we  have  four  nons  on  our  division  whom 
we  have  been  after  for  a  long  time,  but 
they  seem  to  be  disinterested,  and  one  of 
them  had  the  face  to  tell  a  brother  that 
what  money  it  would  take  to  pay  his  dues, 
he  would  put  in  the  bank  because  there 
was  no  use  of  him  paying  out  money  when 
he  got  an  Increase  in  his  wages  every 
time  we  did.  Now,  dear  readers,  what  do 
you  think  of  that  kind  of  a  man?  My 
opinion  of  him  is,  that  he  is  no  better 
than  a  highway  robber.  I  hope  to  live 
to  see  the  day  when  an  increase  in  wages 
is  given,  it  will  leave  out  those  who  re- 
fuse  to  help  maintain  their  craft  organi- 
zation and  that  only  those  who  keep  an 
up-to-date  working  card  will  receive  the 
increase. 

Cheer  up,  brothers,  and  let  every  one 
stick.  What  if  we  still  have  a  few  nons? 
The  day  is  coming  when  all  will  have  to 
show  an  up-to-date  card  or  get  off  the 
road.  That  is  what  I  want  to  see  and  I 
want  to  say  to  all  of  the  members  of  our 
lodge,  "keep  on  coming  to  meetings  and 
let  the  officials  see  that  you  mean  busi- 
ness. Don't  hang  back,  but  trust  in  the 
God  above." 

I  will  close  for  this  time,  and  hope  you 
will  excuse  this  short  letter  and  I  will 
try  again.    Tours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

Cebtificate   No.    16516. 

•  cy 

From  the  Y.  ft  M.  V. 

As  it  is  some  time  since  I  have  written 
to  the  journal  I  will  now  write  a  few 
lines  and  ask  a  few  questions.  While  I 
am  not  a  Missourian,  I  like  to  be  shown. 

Greenville  Lodge  met  last  Sunday  in 


regular  session,  but  owinf  to  so  much  rain 
the  track  was  too  rough  tor  me  to  leave 
home,  as  I  have  to  be  away  so  long 
when  I  go,  owing  to  the  way  trains  run 
here.  I  understand  there  we^e  three  new 
men  to  ride  the  goat.  I  have  been  look- 
ing for  a  letter  from  the  President  tell- 
ing me  about  the  meeting,  but  as  it  has 
not  come,  I  will  have  to  send  this  on,  or 
it  will  be  too  late  for  the  June  issue. 

Well,  we  of  the  Y.  ft  M.  V.  are  wonder- 
ing how  we  are  going  to  spend  the  extra 
amount  of  our  checks  that  was  so  gener- 
ously added  to  them  by  the  management 
after  a  letter  to  them  from  our  General 
Chairman,  Brother  T.  J.  O'Donnell,  and  1 
most  heartily  congratulate  Brother 
0*Donnell  for  what  he  has  done  in  the 
face  of  the  opposition  that  was  placed  in 
his  way  by  some  of  our  people,  wno  should 
bave  helped  and  encouraged  instead  of 
discouraged.  Of  course,  he  was  opposed 
by  the  company,  but  that  is  to  be  ex- 
pected; but  when  opposition  is  thrown  in 
the  way  by  our  people,  we  should  loathe 
such  action  as  we  loathe  a  snake  in  the 
grass,  or  a  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing.  It  is 
discouraging  to  think  of  the  many  wolves 
in  sheep's  clothing  we  have  in  every  walk 
of  life  these  days.  A24072. 

Note.— Certificate  No.  A24072  asks  a 
number  of  questions  pertaining  to  th« 
System  Division,  but  as  they  would  not 
be  of  any  interest  to  any  other  but  the 
employes  on  the  Y.  ft  Bi.  V.  and  Illinois 
Central  Rys.,  the  editor  has  cut  oft  that 
portion  of  the  letter  and  will  send  the 
information  by  mail.  Any  member  of  the 
Brotherhood  is  entitled  to  receive  a  full 
explanation  of  anything  pertaining  to 
the  System  Division.  The  General  Chair- 
man and  Joint  Protective  Boards  are  the 
proper  persons  to  apply  to  for  this  in- 
formation, but  if  they  are  unable  to  give 
it,  we  will  gladly  furnish  it  from  bead- 
quarters  to  any  member  in  good  standing. 

Macon  Lodge  No.  7. 

Just  a  short  letter  to  let  the  boys  know 
how  we  are  all  getting  on  at  pres^it  on 
the  Central  of  Georgia.  Things  are  mov^ 
ing  slowly,   but  don't  you   think  for  a 
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moment  that  the  slow  moTements  won't 
count,  broths.  Tou  Just  go  along,  do 
yonr  work  well,  and  everything  will  come 
clear  some  time  and  that  before  long — I 
hope  before  you  see  this  letter  in  print 
The  boys  on  this  pike  are  all  good 
Brotherhood  men,  and  I  think  most  of 
them  hare  the  sticking  qualities  of  mucil- 
age. I  know  some  of  them  have,  at  least, 
and  I  tell  you  now,  that  you  may  have  to 
show  how  tight  you  can  stick  if  you  don't 
want  to  let  your  journal  agent  be  caught 
iu  a  fib.  Stick,  and  then  some.  The  out- 
look may  not  be  as  encouraging  as  it  has 
been  and  it  is  not  yery  pleasant  to  be 
placed  in  such  a  position,  but  when  you 
get  into  a  thing,  you  should  not  turn  back, 
but  be  brare^  for  a  faint  heart  never  won 
a  fair  lady. 

I  don't  think  of  anything  interesting  to 
write  in  this  letter,  as  I  saw  so  many  in- 
teresting letters  in  the  last  Advocate.  I 
lore  to  read  them  and  wish  that  I  could 
write  som^ing  that  would  be  of  interest 
to  an 

I  notice  In  a  daily  paper  that  Wm.  D. 
Haywood  (once  aquitted  of  complicity  in 
a  case  of  murder)  in  addressing  a  body  of 
laboring  men,  advocated  a  nation-wide 
strike  on  the  day  John  McNamara  'and 
his  brother  are  to  be  tried  for  wrecking 
the  Times  building.  How  could  any  man 
think  of  sidvocating  such  a  thing,  even  if 
the  McNamara  brothers  are  not  guilty? 
How  could  labor  unions  help  them  by 
Btriking?  It  surely  would  not  stop  the 
trial  and  if  the  men  are  guilty  and  it  is 
proven,  a  strike  would  do  them  no  good. 
If  I  wero  in  an  audience  and  heard  a 
speaker  make  such  remarks,  I  would  be 
in  a  hurry  to  get  out  before  he  tossed 
a  bombshell  into  the  crowd.  If  Haywood 
wanted  to  help  these  men,  why  didn't  he 
try  to  raise  some  money  to  pay  an  attor- 
ney to  go  and  see  that  these  men  got  a 
fair  trial?  Then  there  would  have  been 
no  reflection  on  the  union  at  all.  We 
have  enough  trouble  trying  to  keep  above 
reproach,  without  such  trash  as  this  get- 
ting in  our  way,  and  I  am  very  sorry  it 
has  happened,  though  I  am  sure  there  will 
be  no  craft  foolish  enough  to  strike  on 
•nch  an  occasion  as  this.     I  hope  the 


MoNanuura  brothers  will  come  clear,  but 
If  they  are  guilty  they  must  suffer  for  the 
crime,  and  I  hope  that  we  will  never  have 
another  such  brand  as  this  put  on  a  union 
label. 

Every  union  man  should  voice  his  opin- 
ion in  the  matter  and  show  to  the  public 
that  such  actions  do  not  represent  union- 
ism, and  may  God  hasten  the  day  when 
all  unions  will  be  above  reproach,  with 
true  men  in  the  lead.  I  have  never 
learned  anything  from  any  union,  but  to 
do  the  clean  thing.  That  is  the  principle 
on  which  all  unions  are  based. 

I  hope  this  letter  will  miss  the  waste- 
basket  and  make  its  appearance  in  the 
May  Advooatb,  as  I  am  sure  this  Hay- 
wood subject  should  be  discussed  as  soon 
.as  possible.    Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

Journal  Agkkt^ 
•  o* 
Portage,  Maine. 

1  have  long  looked  for  letters  from  some 
of  the  boys  on  the  B.  &  A.,  but  it  seems 
that  all,  or  most  of  them,  are  as  lazy 
about  writing  as  I  am  myself. 

I  have  been  notified  that  I  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  office  of  scribe  for  the  Aovooatb 
for  the  year  1911  by  the  members  of 
Downey  Lodge,  but  I  guess  they  will  be 
somewhat  disappointed  in  their  choice, 
unless  I  get  a  hustle  on  and  do  some  tall 
scribbling  to  make  up  for  lost  time.  But 
then  the  boys  will  have  to  make  some  al- 
lowanoe  for  me,  as  the  place  where  I  live 
is  very  dull  as  regards  all  steam  railroads. 
Electric  roads  are  all  the  rage  here  at 
present  and  no  wonder,  as  there  is  great 
talk  of  an  electric  railroad  that  some  one 
is  going  to  buHd  somewhere  across  the 
country  and  the  farmers  are  expecting  to 
get  very  much  reduced  rates  on  their  pro- 
duce.    Perhaps  they  will,  but . 

I  have  been  unable  to  attend  the  meet- 
ings of  our  lodge  for  the  past  year  and 
am  therefore  unable  to  give  you  much  of 
a  history  of  the  business  done  and  what 
has  been  left  lindone,  but  I  am  satisfied 
that  everything  is  being  done  in  a  busi- 
ness-like manner. 

I  have  been  looking  for  some  notice  in 
regard  to  the  changes  asked  for  In  our 
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gchednle,  but  as  yet  have  heard  nothing 
definite.  However,  according  to  the  old 
saying,  •'everything  comes  to  him  who 
waits."  Our  General  Chairman  is  doing 
all  in  his  power  to  bring  about  a  peace- 
able settlement  of  the  changes  asked  for, 
and  we  can  only  wish  him  every  success. 
He  returned  from  Bangor  on  the  eve  of 
our  last  regular  meeting,  where  he  had 
been  to  confer  with  the  officials  of  the 
Bangor  St  Aroostook  Railroad,  but  with 
very  little  success  to  report 

Mr.  Turner  made  it  very  clear  to  all 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  report  what  did 
take  place,  for  in  some  unaccountable  way 
all  of  the  important  matters  talked  over 
in  our  lodg**  rooms,  arrive  in  Bangor 
sometimes  ahead  of  our  Chairman,  rioys, 
this  is  something  to  think  about  Think 
o'  out  General  Chairman  going  to  Bangor 
to  confer  with  the  officials  with  proposi- 
tions to  make,  etc,  and  find  that  all  his 
plans  are  known  before  he  reaches  there. 
With  B.  L.  A  U.,  I  remain. 

Thb  Sobibb. 


^^^y- 


Barr,  Manitoba,  Canada. 

/ 1  will  endeavor  to  write  a  few  lines  for 
our  beloved  Advocate  in  my  joy  over  the 
late  glorious  settlement  gained  by  Main- 
tenance of  Way  members  of  the  various 
Canadian  Railways,  between  the  C.  P.  R^ 
C.  N.  R.  and  G.  T.  P.  officials  and  their 
employes.  A  thousand  fold  glory  to  un- 
ionism.  Many  thanks  on  behalf  of  our 
members  to  those  rendering  assistance 
and  also  to  the  good  labor  act  of  Canada. 
Such  a  victory  as  we  gained  this  season 
is  seldom  heard  of. 

We  had  asked  for  much,  though  nothing 
but  fair,  and  gained,  some  of  the  points 
asked  for.  Well,  boys,  some  of  us  were 
getting  a  little  nervous  while  waiting  for 
the  settlement  and  were  saying  that  our 
representatives  were  only  loafing  the  time 
away  and  enjoying  themselves,  not  think- 
ing anything  of  the  grievance  entrusted 
to  them.  Just  now  we  f^l  very  much 
ashamed  of  our  thoughts,  but  if  you  are 
not  you  should  be.  You  may  say,  why  did 
they  not  get  the  settlement  through  in  a 
week,  but  better  late  than  never.    I  con- 


sider it  the  most  speedy  settlement  ever 
enacted  in  the  field  by  Maintenance  of 
Way  Ehnployes  when  one  stops  to  con- 
sider the  value  of  the  increase,  both  in 
daily  wages  and  conditional  privileges. 
Brothers,  we  must  remember  that  there 
never  was  anything  in  the  world's  his- 
tory worth  seeking,  accomplished  in  a 
day,  more  especially  when  so  many  theat- 
ened  not  to  stick,  as  we  poor  track  men 
had  to  contend  with. 

Now,  brothers,  let  me  call  your  attention 
to  what  I  ccmsider  the  worst  draw-back 
we  have  in  our  organization.  First'  we 
have  too  many  non-members.  Perhaps 
our  organissation  has  a  larger  number 
than  any  of  the  other  organisations.  Pos- 
sibly the  reason  for  this  is  that  our  men 
are  ignorant  and  unlettered.  An  educa- 
ted man  will  know  what  is  best  for  him  in 
order  to  make  something  of  the  product 
of  his  toil,  but  the  men  who  have  not  an 
education  and  perhaps  not  for  three  or 
four  generations  back  are  contented  with 
the  crumbs  that  fall  from  the  rich  man's 
table,  so  we  have  to  commence  to  teach 
them  to  see  the  state  of  slavery  under 
which  they  toil  before  they  will  try  to 
better  their  conditions  or  allow  others  to 
betteV  theirs,  but  even  with  this  drawback 
we  are  gaining  ground  slowly,  little  by 
litUe,  having  these  poor  fellows  join  our 
forces,  but  we  almost  have  to  scare  aome 
of  them  into  it 

The  weakest  point  in  the  work  of  or- 
ganization is  the  ballot  box.  We  call  our- 
selves union  men,  why  not  be  true  to  the 
principles  of  unionism?  I  fe^  justified 
In  saying  that  not  more  than  40  per  cent 
if  that  much,  of  all  the  forces  of  organ- 
ized labor,  could  be  called  labor  men  or 
who  practice  true  labor  men's  principles, 
and  while  we  work  with  the  labor  move- 
ment in  general,  we  are  working  against 
unionism  and  do  not  deserve  the  good 
conditions  that  unionism  is  bringing^  ns. 
It  is  not  only  the  Maintenance  of  Way 
men  who  are  guilty.  I  believe  if  the 
matter  was  investigated,  our  uniim  track 
men  are  the  best  union  men  there  are  in 
that  respect 

Some  of  you  may  wonder  who  I  am 
and  who  is  placing  himself  in  the  judcs** 
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chair  and  whether  I  have  any  good  rea- 
son to  show  why  the  labor  union  man 
should  vote  on  the  labor  ticket  Yes,  I 
have  good  reasons.  One  question  to  all: 
Ck)uld  a  man  who  frequently  drinks  In- 
toxicating liquor  be  a  true  good  Templar? 
Supposing  he  did  belong  to  the  order  you 
would  have  to  answer  No,  and  neither 
can  a  man  be  called  a  true  union  man 
if  on  election  day  he  fails  to  cast  his  vote 
in  favor  of  the  labor  represenative,  but 
how  many  are  there  who  have  been  bribed 
to  compromise  their  own  success.  I  have 
heard  some  union  men  brag  about  it  that 
their  vote  was  worth  something  to  them 
and  that  they  had  received  a  very  liberal 
sum  for  it,  etc.,  etc.  Now,  brothers,  let 
us  not  be  bought  off  and  destroy  our  own 
standing  in  the  field  of  the  world's  In^ 
dustries.  We  all  know  that  the  money 
spent  by  the  capitalists  during  election 
time  is  made  up  again,  yes,  and  out  of  our 
own  pockets,  but  some  of  us  are  so  blind 
we  do  not  see  it.  It  is  a  regular  miracle 
how  well  we  progress  in  obtaining  better 
conditions  when  we  stop  to  think  of  the 
way  we  go  about  it  We  must  be  careful 
not  to  build  our  castles  in  the  air  be- 
cause  they  are  liable  to  crumble  at  any 
time.  Let  us  build  our  organization  on  a 
firm  foundation.  See  that  all  the  mem- 
bers of  organized  bodies  of  labor  cast 
their  vote  in  the  proper  place  at  election 
time  and  we  would  then  have  a  labor  rep- 
resentative in  the  majority  representing 
us  at  the  head  of  each  government.  Would 
not  that  be  a  grand  foundation  to  set  our 
frame  of  equalization  on?  It  would,  and 
then  we  would  be  able  to  furnish  it  wlthv 
out  fearing  the  devouring  storms  of  the 
selflish  money  grappling  people  shaking 
it  to  pieces.  I  trust  that  God  will  let  me 
live  to  see  the  day  when  every  brother's 
voice  in  leaving  the  lodge  room  would 
ring  forth.  Vote  for  the  labor  member  or 
be  called  a  traitor  and  an  outcast  from 
all  christian  society,  then  we  would  have 
a  foundation  to  build  labor  rights  upon 
and  would,  without  question,  prosper  ac- 
cordingly. Let  us  bear  this  in  mind, 
brothers,  that  every  vote  added  to  the 
labor  man's  ballot  list  is  a  nail  driven  to 
strengthen  the  chariot  of  human  rights 


and  is  helping  not  only  you,  but  others 
who  are  struggling  with  poverty  and  all 
round  abominable  conditions.  Think  of 
those  who  are  on  the  brink  of  death 
through  starvation!  Lend  them  every 
assistance  in  your  power  and  you  will 
be  rewarded. 

As  I  am  not  well  known  to  the  readers 
of  our  Journal  and  might  be  taking  up  too 
much  space,  I  will  close,  and  if  the  editor 
will  see  fit  to  smuggle  this  over  the 
waste-basket,  I  will  head  It  off  again 
when  I  have  more  time.  Wishing  all  the 
members  a  prosperous  and  Joyful  summer, 
I  remain.  In  B.  L.  &  U., 

Cebtificate  No.  66007. 


Ormond,  Fla. 

Well,  the  readers  of  the  Advocate  will 
notice  that  it  has  been  some  time  since  I 
last  scratched  a  letter  for  the  Advocate, 
but  as  I  was  elected  Journal  Agent  for 
New  Smyrna  Lodge  No.  63,  I  will  try  to 
send  in  a  few  lines  for  the  June  issue. 

I  wish  to  say  to  all  of  the  boys  on  the 
F.  E.  C.  that  we  had  a  good  meeting  on 
the  fourth  Sunday,  but  hereafter  our 
regular  meeting  day  will  be  on  the  second 
Sunday  In  each  month.  All  of  you  please 
bear  this  in  mind.  A  lot  of  business  was 
attended  to  and  a  lot  of  new  business 
brought  before  the  lodge.  We  also  elected 
our  officers  for  this  year  who  are  as  foL 
lows:  Brother  Smith  of  New  Smyrna, 
President;  Brother  Sauls  of  the  City  of 
Harwood,  Vice-President;  Brother  Zlp- 
perer  was  re-elected  Secretary-Treasurer; 
the  various  other  officers  were  also  elected 
and  installed  at  this  meeting. 

I  guess  by  the  time  the  readers  on 
our  little  pike  see  this  in  print  they  will 
have  met  our  General  Chairman,  Brother 
Baggott,  whom  I  understand  Is  visiting 
all  lodges  on  the  F.  E.  C,  commencing 
with  May  1st  I  hope  all  the  foremen  will 
meet  Brother  Baggott  with  an  up-to-date 
card  In  their  pocket  and  that  those  who 
have  not  one  will  have  the  right  change 
with  them  and  a  sharp  pencil  so  that 
they  can  fill  out  an  application  and  pre- 
sent It  to  the  lodge  together  with  the 
necessary  fee  so  that  our  General  Chair 
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man  maj  go  on  his  way  down  the  road 
rejoicing  that  he  has  left  a  solid  organic 
zation  behind  him. 

The  foremen  on  the  F.  B.  C.  desire  to 
thank  the  officials  of  this  road  for  the 
increase  granted  ns  on  April  1st  The 
foremen  as  well  as  the  laborers  are  bet- 
tered by  this  increase,  because  we  can  ob- 
tain a  much  better  class  of  labor  and  can 
give  the  company  a  better  day's  work. 
We  also  desire  to  thank  them  for  the 
annual  pass  which  they  have  furnished  to 
our  General  Chairman  to  enable  him  to 
visit  us  and  instruct  us  in  our  duty  to 
the  railway  company  as  well  as  to  the 
Brotherhood.  I  wish  that  some  of  you 
were  with  me  to-day  on  the  old  Tomoka 
sand  ridge  down  in  the  cut,  surfacing.  I 
want  you  to  know  that  you  could  soon  get 
up  a  sweat  if  you  looked  down  those  hot 
rails  for  a  few  minutes.  It  is  noon  time 
now  and  I  am  doing  very  well  under  the 
old  oak  tree.  Brother  J.  T.  S.  of  Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn.,  when  you  see  this,  drop 
me  a  line.  I  have  forgotten  your  street 
number.  I  would  like  to  see  more  of  your 
letters  in  the  Advocate. 

By  the  way,  I  was  reading  in  the  "Flori- 
da Times  Union*'  last  night  that  the  Main- 
tenance of  Way  Employes  on  six  roads 
were  out  on  strike  in  Illinois.  Stick  up 
for  your  rights,  boys,  and  try  to  win  the 
battle,  and  if  you  hang  together,  the  vic- 
tory will  surely  be  yours. 

As  I  am  taking  up  too  much  space  for 
this  time,  I  will  close,  with  best  wishes 
for  the  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  B. 

JouBNAL  Agent. 
*<x 


Section  Decrease  Imperils  Lives. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  absolute 
safety  on  the  railroads  is  almost  a  negli- 
gable  quantity,  but  in  spite  of  this  the 
C.  P.  R.  increased  its  dangers  when  on 
Thursday  last  it  brought  in  a  measure 
whereby  in  the  future  the  number  of  sec- 
tions in  this  district  will  be  considerably 
decreased.  This  move  on  the  part  of  the 
big  company  is  the  outcome  of  a  recent 
demand  for  higher  pay  on  the  part  of  the 
section  hands.  These  men,  some  time  ago, 
asked  for  a  raise,  but  were  turned  down 
with  the  comforting  advice  that  the  men 


or  other  lines  were  satisfied.  It  was  ille- 
gal to  go  out  on  strike,  yet  the  matter  was 
pushed  to  the  limit  and  was  submitted 
for  arbitration.  The  Government,  the 
company  and  the  sectionmen  each  appoint- 
ed a  representative  and  the  result  of  their 
deliberations  was  announced  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  February,  when  the  section 
foremen  received  an  increase  of  forty 
cents  a  day  and  the  men  twenty-five  cents. 

Of  course  this  meant  a  slight  defeat 
for  the  C.  P.  R.,  which  however  retailiated 
by  cutting  down  the  number  of  their  em* 
ployes  along  the  line. 

The  decrease  in  sections  which  came 
in  force  on  Thursday,  will  in  all  proba- 
bility make  up  for  the  additional  pay  that 
the  men  received,  but  at  the  same  time  it 
will  increase  the  danger  on  the  company's 
tracks.  Four  sections  between  Owen 
Sound  and  Bolton  have  been  cut  off.  On 
the  Owen  Sound  division  there  are  six 
section  men  including  the  foreman,  while 
on  each  of  the  other  outside  sections,  there 
were  four  men  including  the  foreman. 

From  Owen  Sound  to  Bolton  the  dis- 
tance of  ninety-five  miles,  has  always  been 
patrolled  by  16  section  gangs.  Now  the 
number  which  was  small  enough  before, 
has  been  cut  down  to  12,  and  in  conse- 
quence the  Owen  Sound  gang  has  to  cover 
18  miles  of  track  and  76  switches  while 
other  gangs  have  to  cover  a  distance  of  8 
or  9  miles  of  track.  It  is  easily  seen  how 
this  is  almost  impossible.  18  miles  of 
track  cannot  be  kept  in  repair  by  any  six 
men,  especially  in  the  winter,  and  the  af- 
fair should  be  placed  before  the  Railway 
Commission  at  once. 

Last  year  the  number  of  wrecks  alons 
this  line  was  surely  sufficient  to  show 
that  even  then,  the  road  was  not  properly 
patrolled.  With  the  decrease  in  sections, 
the  condition  of  affairs  will  be  consider- 
ably worse  and  should  be  looked  into.  The 
C.  P.  R.  can  afford  to  increase  the  wa^ee 
of  its  men  without  striking  back  and  sIt- 
ing  them  more  work.  It  seems  to  be  mere 
child's  play  on  their  part,  and  as  the 
safety  of  the  traveling  public  is  at  stake. 
something  should  be  done  to  force  them  to 
recall  their  order,  and  ward  off  unneces- 
sary dangers. — The  Herald,  Owen  Sound, 
April  29.  1911.    ^C^: 
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Lake  Superior  Division. 

In  tbe  Advajuck  Advocatb  for  April, 
ldll»  I  noticed  an  article  under  the  head- 
ing ••Unwise,  if  True."  Yei,  it  is  true  that 
on  the  Lake  Superior  Division  several  sec- 
tions have  been  increased  from  six  to 
nine  miles  in  length,  which  latter  length 
has  been  worked  for  some  time  by  one 
foreman  and  ttwo  men,  although  since 
about  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  May 
the  section  gangs  have  been  strenc;tl:e*  <-l 
and  now  consist  of  five  men  and  one  fore- 
man. Last  year,  before  the  wage  ques- 
tion was  settled  and  before  the  higher 
pay  was  granted,  the  same  number  of 
men,  and  in  some  cases  more,  were  allow- 
ed during  the  season,  from  May  to  Octo* 
ber  on  a  six  mile  section,  and  under  the 
circumstances  everybody  in  the  gang  was 
kept  pretty  busy  to  bring  this  six  mile 
section  to  good  shape  and  to  maintain  it 
that  way,  and  there  was  not  much  time 
left  when  the  winter  arrived.  This  will 
be  better  understood  when  I  inform  you 
tliat  most  of  the  sections  on  this  division 
contain  a  large  number  of  curves  and 
some  sharp  ones,  too. 

Some  of  the  sections  still  have  the  old 
light  steel,  much  lighter  than  the  rail  that 
is  being  put  in  now.  All  sections  have  a 
k>t  of  brush  and  grass,  and  to  do  th« 
work  on  a  nine  mile  section  with  the  same 
number  or  a  less  number  of  men  than  was 
formerly  allowed*  on  a  six  mile  section  is 
impossible.  Therefore,  I  do  not  think  it 
very  wise  policy  for  a  company  to  try  to 
raise  an  already  very  high  efficiency  of 
their  men  for  a  big  50  per  cent  more.  It 
is  an  old  experience  that  even  when  em- 
ployes have  had  their  pay,  willingly  or 
unwillingly  increased,  the  employer  tries 
to  make  his  men  more  efficient  as  in  this 
case,  a  15  per  cent  increase  in  pay  must 
now  show  60  per  cent  more  work  done. 
This  is  the  expected  proposition  here. 
Every  man  appreciates  even  the  small 
raise  in  pay  and  is  thankful  for  the  same, 
and  if  he  is  a  right-minded  and  ambitious 
fellow,  he  will  show  his  appreciation  by 
looking  better  after  his  employer's  inter- 
est, improve  his  work  and  if  possible,  try 
to  do  more  than  he  did  before,  but  there 


is  a  limit  to  everything.  As  soon  as 
there  is  a  greater  output  the  speed-up 
system  is  demanded,  as  is  the  case  here 
now.  It  is  quite  likely  the  limit  wil  be 
overstepped  and  that  either  the  health, 
comfort  or  safety  of  the  employe  or  qual- 
ity of  work  done  must  sufter.  The  latter 
is  a  thing  which  a  railroad,  track  or 
roadbed  cannot  stand  for  a  long  period 
without  sad  experiences  for  the  railway 
company.  Here  safety  means  everything. 
Safety  means  prevention  of  accidents  to 
employes  and  to  the  passengers,  preven- 
tion of  extensive  wrecks.  Prevention  is 
cheaper  than  cure,  but  safety  means  one 
more,  a  very  important  factor  in  success- 
ful railroad  operations,  and  this  is,  a 
creation  of  confidence  to  the  traveling  and 
good  shipping  public.  Without  this  con- 
fidence where  will  be  the  dividends? 

I  consider  it  worth  while  for  the  rail- 
way company  to  investigate  and  compare 
the  saving  of  this  greater  output  system 
in  the  Maintenance  of  Way  with  the  prob- 
ability herewith  connected,  increasing  ac« 
cldent  claims,  with  the  cost  of  repairs 
and  renewal  of  rolling  stock  with  the 
earnings  of  a  railway  system  in  which 
the  public  has  lost  confidence  to  travel  or 
ship  goods  by.    Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U.. 

F.  A.  M. 
■  •o»   ■  ■' i 


Tug  River  Lodge  No.  31. 

As  I  do  not  see  many  letters  from  this 
lodge,  I  thought  I  would  write  a  few 
lines  to  let  you  know  we  are  still  alive.  1 
live  one  mile  east  of  Lindsay,  W.  Va., 
and  work  the  Lindsay  section  No.  5. 

I  would  like  to  exchange  post  cards 
with  some  of  the  brothers. 

If  this  escapes  the  waste-basket,  I  will 
write  again.    Yours  In  B.  L.  ft  U., 

T.  Habdin. 
•  o* 
Woodstock,  N.  B. 

I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
on  the  cover  of  our  schedule  printed  at 
headquarters  an  error  appears  in  having 
that  part  printed  in  which  it  states  the 
schedule  has  been  signed  by  the  proper 
officials  of  the  C.  P.  Ry.  and  representa- 
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tlves   of  the  Maintenance  of  Way  Em- 
ployes. 

In  all  other  Agreements  this  has  appear- 
ed and  was  correct,  but  In  this  case  It  was 
different  Other  agreements  have  been 
duly  signed  by  both  parties  but  in  this 
case  neither  party  signed  the  agreement 
but  both  accepted  the  award  of  the  Board 
of  Conciliation  by  notifying  the  Minister 
of  Labor,  Mr.  McNicoll,  for  the  company, 
and  myself  for  the  men,  after  having  been 
authorized  by  your  committee  to  do  so. 

This  may  appear  of  small  importance 
and  I  do  not  think  any  of  you  would  take 
the  matter  seriously  unless  some  one 
should  draw  you  into  an  argument  on  the 
subject  of  the  schedule  not  being  signed 
I  have  heard  lately  that  some  of  the  minor 
officials  had  doubts  as  to  whether  this 
schedule  was  signed  up  or  not,  and  now 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  do  not  know. 
I  am  putting  It  before  you  In  this  manner 
and  I  trust  you  will  advise  all  those  who 
may  have  doubts  about  it  that  it  was  not 
signed  in  the  usual  way,  but  accepted  by 
both  parties  and  the  signatures  of  bbth 
are  now  in  Ottawa.    Yours  in  B.  L.  k  U., 

Wm.  Dobet, 
General  Chairman. 


-•-o^ 


Hernando,  Miss. 

Dear  Editor:— 

In  your  editorial  In  the  May  Advocate 
headed  "High-Handed  Methods,"  in  com> 
menting  on  the  arrest  and  extradition 
of  the  McNamara  brothers  without  due 
process  of  law,  denying  them  all  the  con- 
stitutional rights  guaranteed  them  and  all 
men  living  under  a  constitutional  govern- 
ment, I  think  you  were  too  mild  in  your 
commentary  on  the  outrage,  for  there  nev- 
er was  such  an  outrage  commlttted  In  the 
name  of  law  in  this  country.  It  is  worse 
than  the  Haywood,  Moyer  and  Pettibone 
kidnapping,  for  in  that  case  the  detectives 
made  no  pretence  to  observe  the  law,  but 
simply  kidnapped  them  and  railroaded 
them  out  of  the  State  of  Colorado  to 
Wyoming,  and  If  any  credit  Is  due  be- 
tween detectives,  the  Plnkertons  are  en- 
titled to  the  plum  of  consistency  over  the 
Bums  bunch. 


Madam  Roland  when  on  the  iM^ffold 
in  Paris  during  the  reign  of  terror  in 
that  city,  when  she  looked  across  the 
street  from  the  scaffold  and  saw  the  Statue 
of  Liberty,  exclaimed,  "Oh,  liberty,  what 
crimes  are  committed  in  thy  name!** 

The  State  of  Indiana  harbors  and  pro* 
tects  and  refuses  to  honor  the  request 
of  the  Governor  of  Kentucky  for  the  ex- 
tradition of  Taylor,  the  alleged  assassin 
of  Governor  Goebel.  They  still  hold  him, 
although  eleven  years  have  passed  since 
the  commission  of  the  crime,  and  refuse 
to  give  him  up  to  the  Kentucky  authori- 
ties, although  his  alleged  partners  in  the 
assassination  have  been  tried  and  con- 
victed. One  is  serving  a  life  sentence; 
the  other,  Powers,  was  convicted  three 
times,  but  escaped  the  galows  each  time 
o!i  a  technicality  of  law,  and  when  a  goy- 
ernor  of  his  political  creed  was  elected, 
he  was  pardoned  and  Is  now  a  member 
of  Congress,  representing  the  Ninth  Con- 
gressiona  District  of  Kentucky  at  our  na- 
tional capitol. 

Consistency,  thou  art  a  Jewel,  but  there 
is  no  consistency  in  Indiana,  especially 
where  the  laboring  man  is  concerned  and 
a  bunch  of  detectives  backed  up  by  capital 
that  observes  no  law.    The  working  man 
has  no  right  that  ought  to  be  obeerred 
or  recognized,  especially  when  they  can 
get  a  self-confessed  assassin  of  the  Hay 
Orchard  type,  by  the  name  of  McManigal, 
coached   by  the   detectives,  to  implicate 
the  trusted  officials  of  a  labor  union.     I 
do   not   believe,   and   it   would   take    an 
angel  from  heaven  to  make  me  believe. 
that  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Struc* 
tural  Iron  Workers*  Union  ever  hired   a 
roan  to  commit  the  crimes  that  McMani- 
gal  has  confessed  to  and  to  pay  him  money 
for  so  doing.    It  Is  against  reason  to  be- 
ieve  that  any  man  holding  the  position 
that  J.   J.   McNamara  holds  would    pay 
money  to  a  criminal  to  destroy  property 
and  take  the  lives  of  Innocent  men   and 
women. 

When  the  Los  Angeles  Times  balldins 
was  blown  up,  the  crime  was  put  at  la* 
bor's  door  and  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  offered  a  reward  of  $2(^,000  for 
the  apprehension  and  conviction  off  tbose 
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engaged  in  it.  Other  rewards  were  offered 
by  the  government  and  the  State  of  Cali- 
Xornia,  the  mayor  of  Los  Angeles  and 
civic  and  commercial  bodies,  until  there 
was  over  $100,000  offered  in  rewards.  The 
Pinker  tons,  the  most  notorious  agency  of 
that  class,  were  put  in  charge  to  hunt 
down  the  alleged  criminal.  Laboring  men 
in  and  around  Los  Angeles  were  arrested 
until  the  jails  were  full  of  them.  The  de- 
tectives hunted  and  shadowed  men  all 
over  the  country;  clew  after  clew  was  fol- 
lowed and  failed.  The  men  arrested  were 
tried  and  turned  loose,  and  the  conclusion 
arrived  at,  that  the  explosion  was  the  re- 
sult of  escaping  gas;  the  rewards  were 
withdrawn  and  the  Pinkertons  taken  off 
of  the  trail,  and  when  they  confessed  to 
failure  to  fasten  the  crime  on  some  one, 
it  seemed  that  that  was  the  end  of  it.  But 
along  comes  Mr.  Burns  with  his  newly 
organized  detective  agency.  He  must  do 
gomething  to  establish  his  standing  in  the 
sleuth  agency  business,  and  he  gets  Mc- 
Manigal.  He  knows  just  where  all  the 
dynamite  was  stored  from  California  to 
Ohio,  as  well  as  the  clocks  to  set  it  off, 
and  allow  the  setter  time  to  escape  and 
prove  an  alibi.  The  dynamite  was  plant-- 
ed,  clocks  set  around  buildings  and  struc- 
tures, taking  hours  to  explode,  but  no 
one  around  those  buildings  ever  found 
it  out  until  they  were  hurled  into  eternity. 
Was  ever  such  a  slim  case  put  up  to  be 
believed  by  the  thinking  public?  But  a 
victim  is  wanted  to  satisfy  outraged  cap- 
ital, and  labor  is  accused  and  must  furn- 
ish the  sacrifice  and  incidentaly  build  up 
the  reputation  of  the  Bums'  newly  estab- 
lished detective  agency. 

It  was  shown  during  the  trial  of  Hay- 
wood, Moyer  and  Pettibone  that  the  de- 
tectives planted  dynamite  where  it  was 
found  and  pulled  the  spikes  out  of  rails 
on  the  railroad  at  Cripple  Creek  to  cause 
wrecks  and  before  the  dsmamite  exploded 
or  a  train  was  wrecked,  the  same  sleuths 
found  the  dynamite  and  the  spikes  which 
were  pulled.  Like  produces  like,  and  the 
detectives  of  the  Bums  Agency  are  no 
better  than  their  companions  of  the  Pink- 
ertons. La^r  does  not  stand  for  dyna< 
mlting  and  the  destruction  of  life  and 


property.  All  we  want  is  justice  and  a 
square  deal  and  the  right  to  sell  our  labor 
(the  only  thing  we  have  to  sell)  at  a  liv- 
ing price,  and  to  use  all  fair  and  honor^ 
able  means  to  accomplish  our  ends. 

The  newest  "Richmond"  in  the  field  to 
condemn  us  for  raising  our  voices  against 
the  outrage  that  has  been  committed 
against  labor,  is  our  "swash  buckling 
Teddy,"  Colonel  Theodore  Roosevelt.  He 
comes  out  in  an  editorial  in  his  paper, 
The  Outlook,  and  just  gives  it  to  Presi- 
dent Oompers  for  protesting  in  behalf 
of  labor,  and  says  we  ought  not  to  do  it, 
but  just  find  the  McNamaras  guilty  at 
once,  as  he  himself  did  in  the  Haywood, 
Moyer  and  Pettibone  case.  He  called  them 
undesirabe  citi^ns  and  proceeded  to  con- 
vict them  off  hand;  called  them  cowardly 
assassins,  cold-blooded  murderers,  etc.,  etc. 
Well,  it  111  becomes  the  Colonel  to  call 
anyone  an  assassin,  or  a  cold-blooded  mur- 
derr,  when  he  himself,  I  believe,  (If  I 
am  not  mistaken)  in  his  article  in  Mc- 
Qlure's  monthly  in  1889  in  describing  and 
telling  of  that  great  feat  of  war  and  valor 
and  the  prominent  part  he  took  in  it — 
the  storming  of  San  Juan  Hill— be  tells 
that  when  he  got  the  Spaniards  on  the 
run,  he  himself  shot  a  Spaniard  in  the 
back.  Well,  I  have  been  in  a  few  fights 
in  my  day  when  we  had  the  Federals  on 
the  run  and  I  never  deliberately  shot  a 
man  in  the  back  and  then  boasted  of  it, 
and  1  know  that  the  Federals  never  did 
either;  but  those  times  brave  men  were 
fighting  brave  men.  I  also  know  the  Fed- 
erals could  have  often  filled  me  full  of 
lead  in  the  back,  for  I  did  some  tall  run* 
ning  sometimes,  but  never  was  taken 
prisbner. 

Th  doughty  Theodore  also  says  when 
Mr.  Burns— I  am  using  his  own  words — 
showed  up  the  grafters  in  San  Francisco, 
who  were  both  Republicans  and  Demo- 
crats, neither  the  Republican  or  Demo- 
cratic party  raised  the  cry  that  It  was 
persecution  of  the  party.  Teddy  is  a 
great  reasoner.  Sometimes  there  is  a  vast 
difference  in  a  charge  of  graft  and  one 
for  your  life,  but  I  know  that  if  the  po- 
litical party  did  not  raise  the  cry  openly, 
they  did  secretly  and  all   that  testified 
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against  the  rich  grafters  were  boycotted 
socially  among  the  Four  Hundred  of  San 
Francisco.  Then  he  says  that  when  the 
Sugar  Companies  were  convicted  for  rob- 
bing the  government,  capital  did  not  raise 
the  cry  of  persecution.  Capital?  No, 
they  didn't  lament,  but  I  notice  that  it  was 
only  the  poor  men  employes  of  the  Sugar 
Trust  that  were  sent  to  prison;  none  of 
the  "big  guns"  ever  put  on  stripes. 

I  also  know  that  the  Republican  conven- 
tion held  in  Philadephia  in  June,  1900, 
that  Ex-Governor  Taylor,  who  was  being 
held  by  the  Republican  government  of  In- 
diana, and  would  not  turn  him  over  to 
Kentucky  authorities,  raised  the  cry  that 
the  Democratic  party  of  Kentucky  was 
prosecuting  Taylor,  not  because  he  was  a 
party  to  the  killing  of  the  governor,  but 
because  he  was  a  Republican.  So  the 
Republican  convention  had  Taylor  as  a 
hero  and  a  martyr,  but  then  it  depends 
upon  whose  ox  is  gored. 

General  Otis,  owner  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  is  a  bom  hater.  He  has  hated  all  . 
his  life,  every  one  that  did  not  agree 
with  him.  He  hated  us  of  the  South  here 
during  the  war  because  we  saw  things 
different  from  him.  President  McKinley 
made  him  temporary  governor  of  the 
Philippines  after  we  took  them  from 
Spain.  He  commenced  to  hate  the  Fili- 
pinos because  they  kneeled  at  a  different 
altar  from  him  and  the  kindly  McKinley 
had  to  remove  him.  He  is  a  shining  ex- 
ample of  a  man  living  in  the  twentieth 
century  with  a  soul  of  the  fourteenth.  He 
hates  labor  anions  as  the  devil  hates 
holy  water.  I  saw  his  picture  in  the 
papers  lately  and  although  over  the  four 
score  an  ten  mark,  when  most  men  be- 
come mellow  with  age,  he  shows  all  the 
lineaments  of  a  hater,  to  this  day. 

The  Lord  keep  me  from  that  stock  that 
use  the  thumb-screw  and  sack  and  burn 
old  men  and  women  for  witches,  and  then 
call  on  God  to  bless  their  hellish  acts. 
They  are  always  thirsting  for  blood  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord.  Between  the  two 
I  prefer  the  butchers  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution. They  made  no  pretense,  but  to 
kill  all  those  that  stood  in  their  way.  I 
will  never  believe  that  such  men  as  the 


McNamaras  ever  committed  these  deeds. 
No  men  of  the  Celtic  or  Anglo  Saxon  race 
ever  did  so.  They  never  hired  a  profes- 
sional assassin,  knowing  that  a  brute  of 
that  kind,  who  would  kill  for  pay,  will 
turn  around  and  sell  his  employers  for 
pay  also.  McManigal  has  a  "Mc"  to  his 
name,  but  that  only  goes  to  show  that 
there  is  a  cross  somewhere,  which  ac- 
counts for  his  hiring  himself  as  a  paid 
murderer.    Fraternally  yours, 

T.  J.  O'DOWNELL. 

•  <>• 
Review  of  the  Chicago  Trouble. 

Beginning  with  the  first  of  this  fight,  I 
wish  to  say  that  on  April  1st  a  copy  of 
the  schedule  was  sent  to  each  of  the  six 
roads  involved,  and  also  a  copy  of  same 
to  W.  J.  Jackson,  chairman  of  the  Gen- 
eral Managers'  Association,  asking  that  a 
joint  committee  be  met  to  deal  with  the 
six  roads  named,  as  to  securing  a  stand- 
ardization of  the  rates  and  rules  govern- 
ing these  roads. 

No  answer  having  been  received  up  to 
April  27th,  1911,  another  communication 
was  sent  to  W.  J.  Jackson,  stating  that 
on  April  1st  a  letter  was  sent  to  him  with 
a  copy  of  the  schedule,  but  no  answer 
was  received  to  this  and  that  the  commit- 
tee were  holding  themselves  in  readiness 
to  meet  with  him  but  no  answer  was  re- 
ceived in  answer  to  this  letter  and  again 
on  May  1st,  1911,  another  letter  was  sent 
to  Mr.  Jackson  calling  his  attention  to 
the  former  communications  and  stating 
that  unless  a  reply  was  received  from  him 
cither  by  telephone  or  letter  by  2  p.  m. 
on  this  date,  a  suspension  of  work  would 
be  called  at  six  o'clock  on  the  evening  ot 
May  1st,  1911. 

The  committee  was  in  waiting,  and  at 
20  minutes  of  two*  o'clock  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  was  called  to  the  tele- 
phone asking  if  he  would  call  at  his  of- 
fice In  regard  to  the  letter  sent  him  on 
even  date,  and  the  committee  went  over 
to  see  him  and  he  told  the  committee 
that  this  matter  would  have  to  be  taken 
up  with  each  road  separately,  and  they 
came  back  to  their  room  and  decided  that 
at  this  late  hour  there  was  nothing  left 
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to  do  but  do  as  they  had  been  instructed 
at  the  different  meetings  on  April  30, 
1911,  that  unless  they  were  met,  they  were 
Instructed  to  call  the  strike  and  Mr. 
Jackson  was  called  op  over  the  telephone 
and  told  that  they  could  not  take  the  mat- 
ter up  as  he  asked  and  that  the  order 
for  a  suspension  of  work  would  go  out 
at  six  o'clock  on  May  Ist,  1911. 

The  order  was  promptly  sent  out  to  all 
roads  involved  that  a  suspension  of  work 
had  been  ordered  by  the  committee  and 
everyone  got  busy  in  making  the  strike 
effective,  but  It  was  found  that  many, 
after  the  order  went  out,  weakened  and 
failed  to  answer  the  call  as  they  had 
pledged  themselves  in  the  meetings. 

The  men  on  the  C.  M.  ft  St.  P.  Ry.  an- 
swered the  call  to  a  man  and  the  strike 
was  very  effective,  not  a  foreman  or  an 
interlocking  man  was  left  on  the  road,  and 
all  went  well  until  May  9th  when  a  vote 
was  taken  and  it  was  unanimous  to  stick, 
but  the  next  morning  something  had  taken 
place  for  every  man  except  a  few  had 
returned  to  work  and  we  have  only  one 
thought  to  fall  back  on  and  that  is,  that 
some  one  got  to  these  men  and  bought 
them  off.  Nevertheless,  they  turned  trai- 
tors to  their  fellow  men  and  the  strike  is 
still  held  on  this  road  because  the  com- 
mittee saw  fit  to  go  back  to  work  without 
calling  for  a  vote. 

On  the  Chicago  Junction  Ry.  the  men 
failed  to  answer  the  call  of  the  commit- 
tee after  giving  their  assurance  that 
they  would  stand  by  the  committee.  It 
has  been  understood  that  they  were  offer- 
ed a  small  increase  in  pay  and  the  prom- 
ise that  what  raise  the  other  roads  gave 
would  be  extended  to  them  and  they  sold 
themselves  for  a  small  sum,  but  surely  in 
the  eyes  of  men  that  have  any  principle 
these  men  will  be  looked  upon  as  traitors 
the  rest  of  their  days. 

The  Illinois  Central  Ry.  was  another 
road  that  failed  to  answer  the  call  with 
the  rest  of  the  boys,  but  those  that  did 
go  out. stayed  like  men  and  fought  the 
battle  as  best  they  could. 

The  B.  St  O.  Chicago  Terminals,  West- 
em  Indiana,  and  Indiana  Harbor  Belt 
Ryt.  have  all  made  a  good  fight  but  at 


the  end  of  the  first  week  there  were  so 
many  that  had  too  much  yellow  in  them 
and  allowed  the  officials  to  persuade  them 
to  sell  themselves  out  by  going  sneaking 
back  and  asking  for  their  places  like  so 
many  puppies  and  this  is  the  main  reason 
for  the  loss  of  the  fight  The  men  did 
not  have  the  backbone  to  make  the  stand 
they  should  have  made  for  their  rights, 
and  while  they  have  been  beaten  for  the 
time  being,  they  will  again  rise  and  the 
victory  will  yet  be  won  as  the  cause  was 
right  and  right  can  only  be  defeated  tem- 
porarily. Though  apparently  defeated 
at  this  time,  it  will  not  be  any  great 
length  of  time  until  the  men  that  were 
weakest  will  be  the  first  to  make  a  holler 
and  will  again  be  ready  to  try  it  over. 

Everything  that  should  have  been  done 
was  done  by  those  in  charge,  and  also  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  officials,  including  Presi- 
dent Lowe,  but  it  was  impossible  to  win 
when  the  men  failed  to  put  up  the  fight 
that  they  should  have  made. 

A  great  many  of  the  best  men  will  never 
return  to  the  road  that  they  were  em- 
ployed on  before  the  strike  and  many  have 
secured  better  positions  since,  and  are 
now  working  at  them  and  are  satisfied 
with  the  outcome  and  have  only  the  re- 
gret that  the  spirit  of  some  of  tne  men 
failed  them  and  caused  them  to  weaken 
when  the  time  of  trial  came.  One  source 
of  satisfaction  is  that  our  men  followed 
the  advice  of  their  leaders  and  showed 
themselves  law  abiding  citizens  and  not 
of  the  class  who  try  to  win  by  violence  or 
any  such  slugging  tactics  as  is  bringing 
organized  labor  into  disrepute  in  other 
strikes  in  Chicago.  If  at  first  you  don't 
succeed  boys,  there  is  just  one  thing  to. 
do  and  that  is,  brace  up  and  try  again.  1 
am  yours  fraternally, 

E.  G.  Gashel. 


Bloomfield,  Kings  County,  N.  B. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  I  thought  1 
would  write  to  the  dear  old  Advocatb 
for  the  first  time  as  I  saw  no  letters  from 
the  Intercolonial. 

I  am  a  boy  8  years  old  and  am  in  the 
second  grade.    My  father  is  a  section  tore- 
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man  on  the  Intercolonial  Ry.  and  belongs 
to  the  Brotherhood.  His  lodge  number  is 
143.  His  pay  is  $2.10  per  day.  He  thanks 
the  Brotherhood  for  getting  them  a  raise 
this  year. 

If  I  see  this  letter  in  the  Advocate,  I 
will  write  again.    Yours  truly, 

Fred  Denean. 
•  0*    ■ 


Fort  Fairfield,  Me. 

I  am  going  to  write  a  letter  for  the 
AovooATK  00  that  the  brothers  may  know 
how  erenrthing  la  moYing  on  the  B.  k  A. 
Things  do  not  look  aa  good  at  present 
as  they  might  if  we  only  had  the  men 
who  are  scabbing  on  ub.  There  are  quite 
a  number  of  foremen  who  owe  their  Jobs 
to  the  Brotherhood  and  they  know  it,  but 
they  are  too  mean  to  act  like  men  but  are 
satisfied  with  anything  the  company  may 
choose  to  gi^e  them. 

It  makes  quite  a  difference  when  you 
go  to  the  management  and  ask  for  an  in- 
crease in  wages  whether  you  have  all  the 
men  in  the  Brotherhood  or  only  one-half 
of  them.  The  company  knows  exactly 
how  many  men  are  in  the  union  as  well 
as  we  do. 

The  scabs  say  the  union  is  no  good! 
They  don't  stop  to  think  how  our  pay  has 
been  increased  only  by  men  of  the  Broth- 
erhood. If  we  work  ten  hours  every 
Saturday,  it  would  amount  to  some  $26.00 
per  year.  I  hope  the  day  will  come  when 
the  scab  cannot  get  a  job  on  any  railway. 
If  the  scabs  can  live  on  the  pay  we  are 
now  receiving,  X  expect  the  union  men 
will  have  to  try  to  do  the  same.  I  have 
always  been  a  member  of  the  organization 
and  I  will  work  on  the  railway  when  these 
scabs  will  not,  so  I  will  close. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  Brotherhood, 
I  am,  F.  A.  DifMAS. 

•  o» 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Well,  boys,  I  am  going  to  try  to  write 
a  letter  to  the  Advocate,  and  as  this  is 
my  first  attempt,  I  will  do  the  best  I 
can  and  trust  the  members  will  overlook 
all  mistakes  as  they  are  from  the  head 
and  not  from  the  heart 


After  considerable  effort,  the  commit- 
tee of  employes  in  the  Maintenance  ot 
Way  Department  on  the  Norfolk  Southern 
Ry.  met  at  Washington,  N.  C,  February 
7th  and  8th,  1911,  and  drew  up  a  schedule 
of  rates  to  be  presented  to  the  manage- 
ment I  was  elected  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee at  this  meeting  and  instructed  by 
them  to  attend  the  General  Chairmen's 
Association  which  met  at  Atlanta,  Oa., 
February  16th.  I  did  so  and  we  had  a 
fine  meeting. 

After  returning  home,  I  wrote  our  chief 
engineer  on  March  4th  for  as  early  a  date 
as  it  was  convenient  for  him  to  give,  and 
after  some  correspondence  had  passed  be- 
tween us,  he  gave  me  a  date  for  April 
20th  and  we  met  him  at  his  office  at  the 
Atlantic  Hotel  on  the  above  date  at  10 
a.  m.  and  from  his  office  he  took  the  com- 
mittee over  to  our  General  Superintend- 
ent's office,  Mr.  Hudson,  and  there  we  dis- 
cussed our  affair  together.  Honestly,  and 
I  must  say  with  all  frankness  that  Mr. 
Hudson  is  one  of  the  best  and  broadest 
minded  superintendents  that  any  railway 
can  have.  Both  he  and  Mr.  Nicholson 
treated  us  royally. 

Now,  boys,  in  regard  to  our  rules  and 
rates  of  pay,  Mr.  Nicholson  and  Mr.  Hud- 
son both  agreed  with  us  in  part  with  ev- 
erjTthing  that  was  in  our  schedule  ex- 
cepting the  negro  laborer  and  they  said 
they  would  not  do  business  with  them 
through  us,  and  if  we  wanted  to  do  busi- 
ness with  them,  we  would  have  to  drop 
the  negro,  and  we  did  so,  thinking  it  best 
at  this  time  to  get  our  contract  signed 
so  we  would  be  recognized  as  other  em- 
ployes are  in  the  other  departments.  So 
we  took  the  rules  and  rates  and  dis- 
cussed them  fully  and  they  gave  us  all 
our  working  rules,  practically,  and  a  ft 
per  cent  raise  together  with  all  overtime* 

Taking  all  things  into  consideratioil* 
you  will  agree  that  we  have  done  TSff^ 
well  and  at  a  very  small  expense.  While 
we  have  not  received  all  I  think  we  ate 
entitled  to  and  as  the  increase  granted 
by  the  company  is  very  small,  I  do  hope 
and  believe  that  every  Maintenance  of 
Way  Employe  on  the  road  will  show  his 
appreciation  for  the  working  rules  and 
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the  increase  granted,  by  making  a  still 
greater  effort  to  further  the  company's 
interest,  because  I  know  and  believe  that 
the  company's  interests  are  anS*  should  be 
our  Interests. 

I  have  Just  received  a  pamphlet  of  our 
schedule  tonight  for  my  approval,  and  it 
will  be  printed  in  a  few  days  and  a  copy 
sent  to  each  member  who  is  entitled  to 
one. 

I  wish  to  call  special  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  assessment  which  was  levied 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  committee  has 
not  been  fully  paid  up  yet  and  I  trust 
that  all  who  have  not  done  so,  will  pay 


up  without  delay,  sending  the  amount  to 
our  Grand  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  I  hope 
that  every  member  of  the  organization  on 
the  Norfolk  Southern  if  they  know  ot 
any  good,  up-to-date  man  who  is  not  in 
our  Brotherhood  that  they  will  try  to  get 
him  to  come  in,  but  I  do  not  think  there 
are  more  than  two  or  three  who  are  not 
members  of  the  organization. 

Well,  I  guess  you  are  getting  tired  read- 
ing my  long  letter,  and  I  will  close 

Hoping  to  see  some  letters  from  the 
boys  in  the  coming  issue  of  the  Aovocait, 
and  witb  best  wishes,  I  am,  yours  in  B. 
L.  ft  U.,  S.  A.  Sutton, 

General  Chairman. 


-»o«- 


R.  D.  Carrinffton  and  Crete,  C.  of  Ck  Ry, 
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Canaan,  N.  H. 

It  seems  as  if  the  coming  issue  of  the 
Advocate  might  well  contain  a  note  of  re- 
joicing, from  the  fact  of  the  new  schedules 
on  the  different  roads  having  been  signed, 
which  means  so  much  to  our  brothers  and 
their  families;  and  also  to  the  Auxiliary, 
for  the  new  lodges  under  way. 

Brother  Allen,  with  the  aid  of  the  other 
good  brothers  and  sisters  along  his  line, 
has  a  new  lodge  of  over  thirty  members 
ready  to  be  instituted  at  Vanceboro  on 
June  17th,  and  I  am  planning  to  be  with 
them  to  conduct  the  work.  I  have  writ- 
ten to  Brownville  Junction  and  Milo, 
places  which  I  visited  last  winter  and 
which  seemed  favorable  to  an  Auxiliary 
Lodge,  to  know  If  they  cannot  arrange  to 
have  me  institute  a  lodge  fdr  them  on 
my  trip,  and  also  to  Sisters  Allen  and 
Forbes  regarding  a  revival  of  Border  City 
I^dge,  and  am  hoping  to  receive  encour- 
aging replies.  Then  Brother  Lowe  has 
written  me  that  a  rervival  of  Portage 
Lodge  had  been  made  (the  full  particulars 
of  which  I  have  not  yet  received)  which 
should  make  all  members  of  the  Auxiliary 
feel  much  encouraged  in  the  work.  Two 
new  lodges  within  six  months  and  a  re- 
vival of  another,  is  a  fact  of  which  we 
may  be  proud. 

After  reading  of  the  banquet  of  the 
brothers  at  Waterville,  I  thought  of  how 
different  their  good  time,  shared  with — 
no  one,  and  their  wives  and  sweethearts 
at  home,  while  they  ate  and  washed  "four 
bushels  of  dishes,"  than  the  banquet  and 
dance  of  West  Concord  Lodge  No.  78  on 
May  4th,  where  all  the  brothers  and  sis- 
ters attended,  and  the  sisters  served  an 
excellent  supper  at  25c  per  plate,  the 
brothers  giving  the  sisters  the  entire  pro- 
ceeds of  over  $30.00.  Brothers  at  Water- 
ville, some  of  you  told  me  last  winter  that 
you  were  in  favor  of  an  Auxiliary!  Then 


why  do  not  you,  with  your  wives,  make 
a  start?  If  your  numbers  are  few  at 
first,  persevere  and  you  will  win  a  good 
lodge  in  the  end.  We  have  but  very  re- 
cently had  it  demonstrated  to  us  that  "in 
union  there  is  strength"  from  the  con- 
cessions won  by  our  Canadian  brothers, 
and  how  can  we  think  otherwise?  If  the 
shrewdest  business  men  and  capitalists 
of  the  day  see  an  advantage  in  combining 
and  concentrating  forces  and  capital,  how 
can  labor  feel  but  that  If  they  wish  to 
receive  any  recognition  from  these  gi- 
gantic business  concerns,  that  they  too 
must  concentrate  forces. 

I  read  in  the  Advocate  that  the  brothers' 
lodge  at  Keene  is  doing  good  work  and  1 
would  like  very  much  to  hear  from  some 
of  the  brothers  or  their  wives  there,  re- 
garding the  prospect  of  an  Auxiliary 
lodge. 

Sisters  Lucy  Savage  and  Fanny  Holder- 
field  speak  of  wishing  they  might  have 
lodges  near  them.  We  certainly  ought  to 
have  lodges  In  the  South  where  there  are 
so  many,  many  loyal  ones  to  the  cause 
of  the  Brotherhood,  and  if  only  local  ef- 
forts would  be  put  forth  by  the  brothers 
and  sisters  there,  I  would  go  down  there 
in  the  fall  and  help  out  in  the  work. 

Several  brothers  talked  with  me  about 
the  matter  at  Boston,  and  it  only  remains 
for  them  to  get  their  end  of  the  line  In 
shape  for  the  work. 

I  promised  to  tell  you  of  the  good  time 
we  would  have  at  the  brothers'  anniver- 
sary ball  on  May  4th,  and  can  but  tell 
you  that  about  150  were  present;  dancing, 
card  playing,  an  address  from  Supt  Ray 
of  this  division  was  enjoyed  and  a  general 
all-around  good  time  In  order  with  the 
tidy  sum  of  which  I  have  spoken,  added 
to  the  sisters*  treasury. 

I  much  enjlyed  Sisters  Scott's  and  Do- 
rey's  letters  In  the  May  Issue,  and  I  can 
imagine  how  Sister  Dorey  would  just  ez- 
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press  her  views,  if  required,  to  the  offl* 
cials  without  fear  or  favor.  When  I  was 
at  Houlton  In  February,  Brother  Turner 
informed  me  that  I  was  but  12  miles  from 
Sister  Dorey's  home,  and  I  much  regret- 
ted that  an  engagement  the  following  day 
prevented  me  from  calling  upon  the  good 
sister,  whom  I  so  much  enjoyed  meeting 
at  the  eonvention. 

Ton  will  all  be  pleased  to  learn  that  Sis- 
ter Jenness  is  improving  slowly,  but  she 
is  able  to  do  but  little  writing  as  yet,  so 
all  who  address  her  for  a  while  will  kind- 
ly excuse  any  delay  in  receiving  an  an- 
swer, I  am  sure. 

Brother  Lowe  has  Just  written  that 
Brother  and  Sister  Noyes  have  lost  their 
little  boy,  and  I  am  sure  that  they  will 
have  the  deepest  sympathy  of  all  in  theii 
bereavement 

As  I  ha-ve  already  written  a  lengthy  let 
ter,  I  will  close  by  congratulating  the 
C.  P.  and  C.  N.  boys  on  their  success, 
and  wishing  the  beet  of  luck  to  others 
who  are  striving  for  like  recognition.  Fra- 
ternally yours  in  L.  F.  ft  T., 

Cora  B.  Smith, 
President 


-»o«~ 


South  Danbury,  N.  H. 

Dear  readers,  as  I  have  not  been  able  to 
do  any  work  yet,  I  will  try  to  write  a 
few  lines  for  the  Advocate  this  beautiful 
morning.  Spring  is  late,  but  the  grass  is 
beginning  to  look  quite  green  and  the 
trees  are  partly  leaved  out  I  enjoy  our 
trees  better  in  the  spring  than  in  the 
fall  because  I  like  to  watch  them  grow 
from  day  to  day.  We  have  some  maple 
trees  in  front  of  our  home  and  it  seems 
as  if  we  could  almost  see  the  leaves  grow. 

The  new  charters  have  been  received 
now  and  are  ready  for  mailing  whenever 
you  order  them.  Please  write  a  full  list 
of  the  offloers-elect  and  the  names  of  the 
paid  up  members  plainly  so  that  we  can 
put  them  on  the  charter,  so  you  will  see 
the  advantage  in  getting  each  one  to 
pay  up  his  dues  so  as  to  have  them  in- 
cluded on  the  charter. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  attend  a  meeting 
of  the  Auxiliary  since  last  November.    If 


all  our  members  feel  as  badly  as  I  when 
absent,  there  would  be  less  tardy  marks. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  West 
Concord  Lodge  No.  78,  Capitol  Lodge 
21  and  White  Mountain  Lodge  No.  126 
for  the  beautiful  flowers  they  sent  me,  also 
Sisters  Smith  and  Wilson  for  the  fruit. 
I  can  never  forget  your  kindness. 

Sister  Byrd's  letters  are  still  missing 
and  I  have  received  no  reply  to  my  letter. 
I  hope  there  is  no  trouble  or  sickness.  I 
would  like  to  slip  in  and  see  Sister  Dorey. 
I  get  lonesome  sitting  around  doing  noth- 
ing and  I  think  she  would  be  a  good 
one  to  cheer  me  up. 

I  must  hustle  if  I  expect  to  get  this  in 
the  next  issue  of  the  Advocate,  so  I  will 
close  by  wishing  success  to  the  Brother- 
hood and  Auxiliary.     Yours  in  L.  F.  ft  T., 
Mbs.  Q.  B.  Jenness. 
—  •o» 


Buchanan,  Va. 

As  the  editor  was  kind  enough  to  print 
my  former  letters  I  will  send  a  few  lines 
again  to  let  the  girls  and  boys  hear  from 
me,  as  I  am  the  only  one  who  writes  from 
this  place.  I  do  not  see  why  the  other 
girls  and  boys  do  not  wake  up  and  write 
something.  Since  my  last  letter  I  have 
received  a  lot  of  nice  post  cardfi  and  I 
appreciate  all  of  them. 

Spring  is  here  with  plenty  of  work  to 
do,  and  everything  looks  so  pretty  and 
green.  I  think  this  is  the  nicest  time  of 
the  year  when  the  flowers  are  in  bloom 
and  the  birds  are  flying  from  tree  to  tree 
and  singing  their  sweet  songs.  Even  now 
while  I  am  writing  I  can  hear  them  sing- 
ing. Everybody  appears  to  be  enjoying 
the  beautiful  spring  weather. 

With  beet  wishes  for  the  success  of  the 
Brotherhood  and  the  Auxiliary,  I  am, 

Jessie  Cabteb. 


— •O'*- 


Wilmorc,  W.  Va. 

Here  I  come  again,  as  we  Just  received 
the  Journal  and  read  so  many  nice  let- 
ters from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Papa  had  a  very  bad  accident  on  his 
section  on  May  5th.  Our  roadmaster,  Mr. 
J.  M.  Walker,  was  instantly  killed  by  a 
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train  running  into  motor  car.  Mr  W.  R. 
Dawson  and  J.  R.  Anderson  were  badly 
injured  and  taken  to  the  hospital.  Mr. 
Dawson  was  assistant  superintendent  and 
Mr.  Anderson  was  master  mechanic,  lioth 
of  this  division.  Mr.  Walker  was  buried 
at  Bluefield,  W.  Va..  and  all  of  the  sec- 
tion foremen  went  and  saw  him  burled. 
He  left  a  wife  and  several  children. 

I  wish  there  was  an  Auxiliary  here.  I 
know  my  mama  would  join.  I  think  that 
all  of  the  boys  and  girls  should  wake  up 
and  let  everybody  know  you  are  not 
sleeping.  We  should  all  join  together  and 
form  a  circle  and  we  could  make  the 
Auxiliary  larger  and  the  Brotherhood 
stronger. 

I  wish  some  of  the  boys  and  girls  could 
be  with  me  to  help  me  play  every  Sunday. 
I  know  we  could  have  a  nice  time.  I 
have  a  sweet  little  brother  and  he  has 
nine  teeth  and  weighs  22  1-2  pounds.  I 
will  be  glad  when  he  gets  big  enough  to 
join  the  Brotherhood,  as  I  am  sure  it 
will  be  lots  of  help  to  him.  If  I  were  big 
enough  I  would  surely  join  the  Auxiliary, 
if  there  was  one  here. 

As  the  editor  has  been  kind,  I  will  not 
weary  him  any  more.  I  would  like  to 
exchange  post  cards  or  letters  with  any 
o*  the  readers,  so  I  will  ring  off  by  asking 
the  editor  to  correct  all  mistakes.  Yours 
truly,  Mae  Perdieu. 

•-(>-• 

Fredericton  Jet.,  N.  B. 

As  my  last  letter  escaped  the  waste- 
basket,  I  thought  I  would  try  again.  I 
enjoy  reading  the  Advocate  each  month 
and  find  the  letters  of  a  great  many  most 
interesting. 

The  boys  down  here  are  having  a  hard 
time  of  it,  and  in  fact  all  over  the  road. 
The  C.  P.  R,  has  lengthened  out  the  sec- 
tions to  such  an  extent  that  where  three 
foremen  did  the  work  two  do  it  now,  and 
are  only  allowed  the  same  number  of  men. 
So  you  see  there  are  a  lot  of  men  here 
thrown  out  of  work.  Then  they  have 
taken  the  cooks  and  cook-cars  from  the 
bridgemen  and  let  a  lot  of  stone  work 
out  by  contract.  This  Is  where  a  lot  more 
are  shoved  out  and  no  signs  of  getting  to 


work  very  soon.  Our  good  Mr.  Dorey,  the 
General  Chairman,  will  do  all  he  can  for 
the  boys,  so  don't  be  discouraged.  No 
honest  man  would  be  a  scab.  What  the 
boys  ought  to  do  with  a  scab  Is  to  keep 
picking  at  him  until  he  becomes  a  sore 
and  then  the  only  cure  for  him  Is  to  join 
the  Brotherhood. 

Just  a  line  to  the  boys  before  I  stop.  I 
want  to  say  there  is  not  enough  secrecy 
in  your  lodges.  Boys,  you  want  to  stand 
shoulder  to  shoulder  and  make  a  good 
fight  Now,  how  is  it  after  each  meeting 
outsiders  know  as  much  of  the  proceedings 
as  you  do?  It  is  sure  that  some  one  must 
be  doing  some  talking.  They  say  a  wo- 
man can't  keep  a  secret  Well,  you  must 
have  some  old'  woman  in  some  of  your 
lodges.  Now,  don't  get  offended  at  any- 
thing I  might  say,  for  my  heart  is  with 
you  all  in  the  struggle. 

Thanking  you,  Mr.  Editor,  for  space, 
and  with  best  wish^  to  the  boys  and  their 
wives.  I  am  yours  respectfully, 

Mas.  John  Nason. 
M>t 


Gilmore  Mills,  Va. 

I  have  been  reading  the  Advocate  and 
enjoying  the  many  letters  so  much,  I 
thought  1  would  try  to  write  one  myself. 
My  husband  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
C.  ft  O.  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Broth- 
erhood and  thinks  it  is  a  fine  organiza- 
tion. He  has  been  a  foreman  for  seven 
years  the  first  day  of  March.  We  have 
been  married  five  years  and  I  have  two 
dear  little  girls,  the  oldest  four  years  and 
two  months,  and  her  name  is  Hilda,  and 
the  baby  is  eighteen  months  old,  and  her 
name  is  Lillian.  They  are  both  so  dear 
and  sweet,  and  are  much  company  for  u& 

I  get  lonesome  sometimes.  We  have 
been  here  now  seven  months.  We  lived 
at  Buchanan  for  three  years  and  foar 
months  before  we  moved  down  here  the 
first  day  of  last  May,  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  here  on  a  small  place  be- 
longing to  my  husband.  We  lived  there 
until  last  October.  It  was  a  very  nice 
little  home.  We  had  a  lot  of  fruit  th^C 
but  I  like  this  place  the  best  We  bouslit 
this  place  last  August  and  moved  here  in 
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October.  We  hare  a  nice  home  here,  in  a 
vjery  pretty  place.  The  county  road  runs 
past  our  gate  and  the  railroad  Just  the 
other  side  of  the  county  road. 
We  hare  a  nice  grassy  yard  with 
a  good  orchard.  The  trees  are  full  of  lit- 
tle apples  and  other  fruit.  I  have  three 
nice  monthly  roses  in  the  yard  which 
soon  will  be  in  bloom.  My  husband  and  I 
are  very  fond  of  flowers. 

We  like  our  nice  home  fine,  but  if  it 
were  not  for  the  trains,  I  would  get  very 
lonesome  in  this  small  village.  I  often 
take  my  little  ones  and  go  out  on  the  rail- 
road where  my  husband  is  working,  when 
he  is  working  close  by.  He  is  now  work- 
ing at  Qreenlee  Station,  over  three  miles 
from  here.  I  will  be  so  glad  when  he 
finishes  his  work  there  so  that  he  will  be 
able  to  work  near  home.  He  is  a  dear 
husband  and  a  good  father,  and  has  lots 
A  friends  wherever  he  is  known. 

We  often  go  back  to  Buchanan  and  see 
our  dear  old  friends  and  they  often  visit 
OS.  We  have  lots  of  friends  and  good 
neighbors  in  Buchanan,  but  this  is  where 
my  husband  was  raised  and  he  wanted 
to  come  back  to  his  old  home  place.  It 
Is  only  a  small  village,  and  only  a  few 
people  live  here,  but  I  have  some  very 
good  neighbors.  Mrs.  Hamilton,  the  depot 
agent's  wife,  is  one  of  my  good  neighbors. 
Their  fence  adjoins  ours.  My  little  girls 
and  hers  have  a  grand  time  playing  to- 
gctncr,  they  love  each  other  very  dearly. 

As  this  ib  my  first  letter  to  the  Advocate 
if  it  is  printed  I  will  write  again  and 
would  say  that  we  have  a  good  super- 
visor and  division  engineer  on  this  road. 
They  have  been  very  nice  to  my  husband. 
With  best  wishes  to  all  the  readers,  I  am 
yours  respectfully, 

Mrs.  Irene  Kidd. 

Hello  girls  and  boys,  it  is  some  time 
since  I  have  written  to  the  dear  old 
Advocate.  We  are  having  lovely  weather 
here  now.  It  is  just  like  "the  good  old 
sununer  time."  We  have  lots  of  pretty 
flowers  and  I  guess  all  the  girls  and  boys 
are  like  myself,  glad  to  see  the  summer 
come  again  as  we  can  enjoy  ourselves 
much  better  than  we  do  in  the  winter. 


We  have  a  lovely  home  of  our  own.  We 
live  close  to  the  store  and  mill.  The 
church  is  not  very  close  by,  the  nearest 
one  being  some  two  miles  from  where  we 
live.  I  think  I  shall  start  going  to  Sunday 
school  next  Sunday.  We  have  one  cow, 
three  hogs  and  lots  of  chickens.  We  have 
been  living  here  for  about  eight  years 
now.  We  have  been  staying  by  ourselves 
for  about  four  years  as  papa  works  away 
from  home.  He  would  like  very  much  to 
attend  the  meetings  though  on  account 
of  being  a  night  bluff  watchman,  it  is  so 
that  he  can  hardly  get  off.  He  can  only 
get  to  come  home  on  Sunday,  though  he 
carries  an  up-to-date  working  card. 

I  expect  that  I  am  making  my  letter 
too  long,  so  will  draw  to  a  close,  hoping 
to  see  this  in  print    Sincerely  yours, 

Mamie   Elizabeth   Latne. 

—■  •o^ 

Clark,  W.  Va. 

As  m3'  first  letter  missed  the  waste 
basket  I  will  try  and  write  a  few  lines 
again.  We  are  having  nice  spring  weather 
now,  and  I  am  sure  that  everyone  must  be 
glad  to  see  spring  time  come  again. 

Why  is  it  we  never  see  any  letters  from 
Lodge  No.  102?  I  think  we  should  see  as 
much  as  one  letter  a  month  at  least. 
Where  is  the  journal  agent  that  he  does 
not  write?  The  good  union  men  should 
always  stay  together  for  we  surely  need 
all  we  can  get,  and  I  think  if  some  of  the 
members  would  attend  the  meetings  more 
regularly  things  would  soon  be  in  better 
shape  to  go  after  a  schedule  and  obtain 
more  money. 

I  do  not  belong  to  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary 
yet,  but  would  like  to  join  it  very  much, 
but  there  is  no  lodge  anywhere  near  me 
now.     With  best  wishes  to  all. 

Mrs.  Joe  Binion. 

»<>•  ^ 

Gumee,  Ala. 

As  I  have  never  written  to  the  dear  old 
Advocate  before,  I  thought  I  would  try 
now.  I  love  to  read  the  many  interesting 
letters  that  appear,  but  as  this  is  my  first 
attempt  to  write,  you  must  not  expect  a 
very  interesting  letter.    I  do  not^ee  many 
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letters  from  Alabama.  Wake  up  and 
don't  be  sleeping,  yoa  Alabama  kids,  try 
to  write  a  few  lines  to  the  dear  old  Advo- 
cate. I  am  sure  you  can  write  as  good 
a  letter  as  I  can.  I  am  not  an  expert  In 
writing  letters  for  the  public. 

My  husband  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
Selma  Diyislon  and  a  member  of  the  I. 
B.  M.  of  W.  E.  and  thinks  it  Is  a  grand 
order.  He  has  been  working  for  the 
Southern  for  about  thirteen  years.  He  is 
twenty-four  years  old  and  I  am  twenty- 
two.  We  have  three  children,  one  girl, 
Anna  Lucille,  and  twin  boys,  Oscar  and 
Roscoe.  We  live  at  Gumee  Junction  and 
have  a  very  nice  place  to  live  if  we  only 
had  a  nice  house. 

I  was  reading  a  letter  In  the  May  Ad- 
vocate from  Brother  P.  Blankenshlp  liv- 
ing at  Alnwick,  W.  Va.,  Write  again, 
brother,  and  give  your  full  address.  I 
think  that 'we  may  be  relatives  of  yours. 
I  was  a  Blankenship  before  I  married. 

I  guess  I  had  better  ring  off  for  this 
time  and  if  this  escapes  the  basket,  I 
will  write  again. 

With  love  and  best  wishes  to  all,  I  am 
yours,  C.  B.  J. 

-<>•  — 

Durbin,  Fla. 

Hello,  here  I  am  again  and  I  really 
think  I  am  the  only  girl  on  the  F.  E.  C, 
as  I  never  see  letters  from  any  other 
girls  here. 

Many,  many  thanks,  kind  editor,  for 
publishing  my  letter  in  the  March  issue 
of  the  Advocate. 

I  have  received  a  great  many  pretty 
post  cards  and  letters  from  the  readers, 
and  I  have  answered  all  except  two  cards. 
I  could  not  answer  these  as  they  had  no 
name  and  address  on  them.  If  the  per- 
son that  sent  me  the  post  card  view  of 
the  Umbrella  Rock,  Lookout  Mountain, 
will  send  me  another  card  with  name  and 
address,  I  will  answer  both  cards.  The 
card  was  postmarked  Hemlock,  Ga. 

Papa  attended  the  meeting  of  the  I.  B. 
M.  W.  E.  at  New  Smyrna  Lodge  No.  63 
in  April.  He  says  they  had  a  good  time, 
but  only  eleven  members  attended  the 
meeting. 


I  hope  the  good  editor  will  be  kind 
enough  to  print  this  letter  in  the  June 
issue  of  the  dear  old  Advocate.  Anyway. 
I  shall  certainly  look  for  it 

We  have  not  received  the  May  Advocate 
as  yet,  but  we  are  anxiously  awaiting  its 
arrival  and  I  will  certainly  look  for  a 
letter  In  it  from  laeger,  W.  Va.  I  Just 
love  to  read  the  many  nice  letters  in  the 
Advocate.  Wish  more  of  the  Florida 
Crackers  would  wake  up  and  write.  Now, 
good  people,  don't  get  mad  because  I 
called  you  "Florida  Crackers."  I  am  one 
and  am  proud  to  say  I  am. 

Papa  says  Mr.  Baggott  will  come  over 
the  road  in  a  few  days  to  get  the  back- 
sliders in  line  and  I  hope  he  will  succeed. 
I  think  there  are  a  good  many  nons  on 
the  F.  E.  C.  that  ought  to  belong  to  the 
I.  B.  M.  W.  B.  It  is  time  that  all  should 
put  their  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  push 
along  until  the  victory  is  won.  The  sec- 
tion foremen  here  on  the  F.  B.  C.  get 
$58.50  per  month;  the  laborers  get  $1.50 
per  day.  Papa  has  Italians  working  on 
the  section  with  him. 

Well,  I  think  my  letter  is  getting  quite 
lengthy  and  there  are  others  that  can 
write  more  interesting  letters  than  I,  so 
I  will  ring  off.  Hoping  the  waste-bask^ 
will  never  see  this  letter,  I  remain  your 
well-wisher,  Viola  Stalls. 

•  a* 
Van  Wyck,  S.  C. 

Look  out  Advocate,  here  comes  Lucy 
again,  feeling  not  so  blue  as  she  did  last 
month.  I  was  feeling  a  little  disappointed, 
but  it  only  makes  me  have  a  stronger 
resolution  than  ever. 

Sister  Jenness,  will  you  please  send  me 
some  blanks  for  the  section  foremen's 
wives  to  fill  out  so  as  to  become  members 
of  the  Ladles'  Auxiliary?  I  am  going  to 
Atlanta  Friday  week  to  spend  a  few  days 
and  on  my  way  to  and  from  Atlanta  I  am 
going  to  stop  off  at  as  many  stations  ap 
possible  and  see  if  I  cannot  get  enough 
members  to  form  a  lodge  at  some  conven- 
ient point  and  if  I  succeed,  you  will  cer- 
tainly hear  from  us. 

Now,  Sister  Jenness,  I  am  always  glad 
to  see  your  letters  in  ptlut  and  I  enjoy 
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reading  Sister  Smith's  leters  too,  for  they 
always  tell  us  something  good. 

I  am  going  to  cut  my  letter  short  this 
time  as  I  am  very  busy.    With  my  best 
good  wishes  to  all,  I  am  yours  sincerely, 
Bias.  Lucy  Savage. 
—  ■    — ♦■o*  ■   ■ 


Brewer,  Me. 

I  have  been  a  reader  of  our  dear  old 
Advocate  for  a  long  time,  but  this  is  my 
first  letter.  I  like  to  read  the  letters  in 
the  Advocate,  as  there  are  so  many  nice 
ones,  especially  those  from  Sister  Smith 
and  Sister  Jenness,  not  forgetting  Sister 
Forbes. 

Brother  T.  R.  M.,  your  letter  is  all 
right  Tou  eught  to  take  the  prize  this 
time,  I  think.  Many  thanks  to  Sister 
Smith  for  the  article  she  sent  our  lodge. 
It  is  a  very  pretty  clock  and  we  are  sell- 
ing chances  on  it  now  to  make  some 
money  for  our  treasury. 

We  had  a  very  pleasant  time  at  our 
Easter  Social  and  we  have  the  promise  of 
two  new  members  at  our  next  meeting. 

Please,  Mr.  Editor,  correct  mistakes. 
Hope  this  is  not  too  late  for  the  next  nu^^ 
ber,  so  will  close  by  wishing  the  Brother- 
hood and  Auxiliary  every  success.  Yours 
in  L.  P.  ft  T., 

Mas.  J.  U  Bbennen. 


Buchanan,  Va. 

It  has  been  many  years  since  I  last 
wrote  to  the  Aovooatb,  so  I  thought  1 
would  write  again,  although  I  have  been 
a  silent  reader.  Like  many  others,  we 
have  had  many  ups  and  downs,  but  such 
Is  Ufa. 

The  May  Journal  has  Just  arrived,  and 
as  usual  is  full  of  many  interesting  letters. 
When  I  wrote  my  last  letter  to  the  Advo- 
cate, we.  were  liying  at  Waynesboro,  Va. 
Perhaps  some  of  the  sisters  will  remem* 
ber  me  as  an  old  writer.  I  notice  that 
many  of  the  old  writers  have  disappeared 
and  new  ones  haye  taken  their  place.  I 
don't  think  there  are  naany  writers  from 
this  place  now.  They  all  seem  to  be 
Bleeping,  and  I  think  it  is  time  we  were 
arousing  them  from  their  slumber. 


Well,  I  guess  some  of  the  sisters  are 
busy  ^ with  their  spring  cleaning  and  mak- 
ing garden.  Mine  will  be  late  as  we  have 
only  been  living  here  a  short  time,  and  1 
have  my  hands  full  Just  at  present,  house 
cleaning  to  be  done  and  plenty  of  sewing 
on  hand.  I  am  not  a  dress  maker,  but  I 
do  a  lot  of  plain  sewing  and  do  all  my 
house  work.  I  never  know  what  it  is  to 
get  lonesome,  but  some  times  I  feel  dis- 
couraged because  my  husband  has  to  work 
on  Sunday.  The  Brotherhood  held  sev- 
eral meetings  here,  but  I  do  not  think 
many  attend  the  meetings.  My  husband 
did  not  for  the  reason  that  when  he  gets 
home  from  work  he  is  too  tired  to  dress 
up  and  ^o  out  and  he  does  not  like  to  go 
in  hi3  every  day  clothes,  and  I  do  think 
he  has  too  much  work  to  do  for  one  man, 
as  he  has  to  run  a  pump  at  Buchanan 
and  one  at  Alpine  and  that  is  nine  miles 
from  here,  and  of  course,  he  is  not  nmde 
of  Iron. 

I  think  the  employes  should  sympathize 
with  each  other  more  than  they  do.  That 
is  the  way  to  live,  but  they  don't  do  it 

Well,  as  the  rest  have  gone  to  sleep  and 
left  me,  I  guess  I  would  better  go  too, 
and  leave  the  readers  to  guess  my  name. 
"Much  Success." 


Merrimack,  N.  H. 

Hello,  here  I  come  a  perfect  stranger  to 
you  and  I  hope  you  will  give  me  a  wel- 
come. My  husband  is  a  foreman  on  the 
Southern  Division  of  the  B.  &  M.  and  I 
am  happy  to  say  he  belongs  to  the  Broth- 
erhood, the  dear  old  Brotherhood  that  has 
done  so  much  for  the  hard  working  sec- 
tion men.  My  husband's  lodge  is  in  Man- 
chester, N.  H.  We  live  in  the  town  of 
Merrimack,  right  close  to  the  station.  I 
often  wish  we  had  a  Ladies'  Auxiliary 
here.    I  would  surely  Join  at  once. 

My  husband  is  an  old  veteran  of  the 
road,  having  worked  somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  48  years.  Don't  you  think 
that  sounds  good?  I  would  like  to  ex- 
change post  cards  with  some  of  the  sis- 
ters. I  enjoy  reading  the  letters  in  the 
Advocate  very  much,  and  if  this  one  does 
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not  find  its  way  to  the  waste-basket,   I 
will  certainly  call  again. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  the  success  of 
the  section  men  and  their  families,  I  re- 
main,  Mas.  Luthee  Reed. 


-♦o-^ 


Tascosa,  Texas. 

I  have  often  thought  I  would  write  to 
the  Advooate,  but  have  neglected  it  until 
now.  My  father  is  a  section  foreman  on 
the  F.  W.  A  D.  Ry.,  and  belongs  to  the 
I.  B.  of  M.  W.  E.  My  brother  also  be- 
longs and  they  both  think  it  is  a  fine  or- 
der. They  are  going  to  meet  at  Amarilla, 
Texas,  on  Saturday  to  organize  their  lodge. 

We  live  on  the  banks  of  the  Canadian 
river.  It  is  rather  lonesome  here.  Mr. 
Wright  called  on  us  while  he  was  on  his 
way  through  and  we  certainly  appreciate 
his  calls.  We  also  thank  him  for  the 
good  he  has  done  on  the  F.  W.  &  D.  Ry. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhod  and  Auxiliary 
much  success,  I  am  yours  truly, 

Blaitche  Ogle. 


-♦o*- 


Garrison,  Ky. 

I  have  looked  through  the  Advocate  and 
have  seen  many  letters  from  all  parts  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  excepting 
Garrison.  I  wonder  what  is  the  matter 
with  this  pari  of  the  world?  Why  can't 
we  wake  up  and  let  others  know  there  is 
some  one  living  on  the  C.  ft  0.? 

This  is  my  first  attempt  at  writing  a 
letter  for  the  Advocate,  and  I  hope  the 
editor  will  correct  my  mistakes. 

My  husband  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
C.  &  O.,  and  has  been  employed  by  this 
company  for  22  years.  He  has  been  a 
section  foreman  for  14  years,  and  has 
never  had  a  day  marked  against  his  rec* 
ord  in  that  time. 

I  love  to  read  the  Advocate.  Garrison 
is  a  nice  place  to  live  In.  We  have  two 
nice  churches  and  a  school  house  and 
several  stores. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  to  the  Advocate 
I  will  not  take  up  too  much  space. 

Wishing  the  Advocate  and  its  readers 
every  success,  I  remain  yours  truly, 

Mas.  J.  W.  Wadkins. 


Evans,  S.  C. 

Here  I  come  again,  knocking  for  admit- 
tance in  the  happy  band  of  little  boys  and 
girls.  We  are  not  living  at  the  same 
place  we  did  when  I  last  wrote,  but  are  on 
the  Columbia  Division  two  and  a  half 
miles  from  Chester,  S.  C,  at  a  little  flag 
station.  I  do  not  like  this  place  like  I 
did  HlUsboro,  N.  C,  for  there  are  no 
churches  here  and  I  do  not  get  to  go  to 
Sunday  school  every  Sunday  now.  I  have 
been  going  to  school  but  the  school  is 
closed  now.  I  will  be  nine  years  old  in 
July.  I  am  in  the  fourth  grade.  I 
study  at  home  every  day.  Sometimes  1 
get  lonesome  here  in  the  country.  I  have 
only  one  sister  who  is  Just  three  years 
old,  but  she  is  a  lot  of  company.  Her 
name  is  Mary  Lillian. 

My  papa  is  a  section  foreman  and  a 
Brotherhood  man.  I  guess  he  will  move 
his  membership  from  Greensboro  to  Co^ 
lumbia. 

I  sent  post  cards  to  all  who  sent  tbem 
to  me,  but  do  not  know  whethe'r  they  all 
got  them  or  not,  as  I  could  not  make  oat 
some  of  the  addresses  very  well.  Pearl 
Williams,  what  has  become  of  you?  Write 
again. 

I  will  close  for  this  time.  Your  little 
friend,  Maud  K.  Williams. 


Woodstock,  N.  B. 

The  Advocate  has  arrived  and  la  as 
interesting  as  ever  and  each  letter  intei^ 
esting  in  its  own  way,  and  ^Iwaya  the 
same  scramble  when  it  arrives.  I  got 
hold  of  it  first  this  time  as  the  childrot 
were  at  church  and  William  was  away,  so 
of  course,  the  coast  was  clear  for^me,  and 
O  how  I  enjoyed  it!  It  seemed  like  a 
letter  from  home.  There  are  always  a  lot 
of  names  we  look  for  and  are  disappoint- 
ed when  we  cannot  find  them,  but  there 
are  always  the  "faithful  few,"  or  should  I 
say  "faithful  one,"  Sister  Scott.  How  1 
enjoy  her  letters,  and  although  her  hus- 
band has  left  the  road,  as  I  understand, 
still  she  is  with  us  in  spirit  I  hunted  for 
Mr.  Lowe's  letter  until  I  was  well  ni^t 
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tired,  but  found  it  at  last  as  interesting 
as  ever. 

Now,  as  spring  is  here  In  earnestTtnere 
seems  to  be  a  hundred  and  one  things  to 
do,  as  the  saying  goes,  which  means  the 
beating  of  carpets  and  washing  windows, 
for  springtife  is  cleaning  time  and  no 
mistake  about  that  Everybody  seems 
to  be  at  it,  rich  and  poor,  young  and  old. 

Well,  I  will  drop  the  subject  of  house- 
cleaning  and  take  up  the  one  of  the  men 
who  are  fighting  the  men's  case.  It  is 
discouraging  to  the  employes  and  not 
very  hopeful  to  the  men  who  are  working 
for  them.  They  had  everything  arranged 
satisfactorily,  when  lo  and  behold  you, 
the  scene  was  changed  and  they  were  in  a 
worse  box  than  ever,  but  the  only  way 
to  do  is  to  keep  on  pegging  away  until 
the  thing  is  fixed  right.  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  the  bridge  and  track  foremen 
were  not  entitled  to  as  much  pay  as  the 
conductor,  brakeman  or  any  other  train- 
man. For  Instance,  their  work  is  harder, 
colder  in  winter  and  hotter  in  summer, 
but  they  bear  the  heat  and  cold  without  a 
murmur,  often  with  poor  food  and  scant 
clothing.  The  company  or  officials  with 
whom  they  do  business  seem  to  think 
they  have  no  feeling,  only  a  desire  to 
work  from  Monday  morning  until  Satur- 
day night  without  the  hope  of  a  reward 
only  enough  to  barely  get  along  with  and 
scarcely  that  I  know  of  a  case  not  far 
away  of  a  man  who  has  worked  faithfully 
and  when  he  took  sick  it  was  found  nec- 
essary to  pass  around  a  subscription  pa- 
per saying  lie  needed  some  help.  This  is 
a  poor  state  of  affairs  in  this  civilized 
age.  A  man  working  faithf uly  for  a  com- 
pany for  say,  ten  years,  should  naturally 
have  a  little  laid  by  for  a  rainy  day,  if 
he  got  any  kind  of  decent  wages,  but 
everything  is  so  high,  and  we  all  like  a 


few  of  the  comforts  of  life,  that  by  the 
time  the  pay  check  comes  and  we  have 
settled  with  the  butcher,  baker  and  can- 
dlestick maker,  as  the  saying  goes,  and 
there  is  always  two  weeks'  back  time  kept 
by  the  company  and  sometimes  more,  so 
by  the  time  the  pay  check  comes  around 
it  is  all  eaten  up.  It  is  very  discouraging. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  slaves  of  ye 
olden  time  who  worked  for  what  they  ate 
and  their  clothing  were  better  off  because 
we  are  only  getting  that  now,  and  in 
many  cases  we  have  to  be  content  with  not 
even  that  much. 

They  say  the  world  is  getting  weaker 
or  wiser.  It  may  be  getting  weaker  but 
not  wiser  to  my  way  of  thinking.  Many 
a  man  comes  home  tired  after  a  day's 
work  to  a  dirty  shack,  poor  little  ragged 
children  and  a  cross,  tired  wife.  Life  is 
not  much  comfort  to  these  people  and  their 
children,  only  a  curse.  How  much  $10.00 
e.  month  would  mean  to  a  family  such  as 
this  in  poor  circumstances.  It  would 
mean  some  clean  aprons  for  the  children 
and  a  little  hired  help  for  the  mother, 
for  it  is  very  few  who  can  stand  drudgery 
all  the  time.  It  always  makes  me  feel 
sad  when  I  think  that  some  have  so  much 
and  some  so  little. 

"  Oh  for  a  little  more  covering 
To  put  on  my  low  hard  bed. 
Oh  for  a  little  more  butter 
To  put  on  my  coarse  dark  bread. 
Oh  for  a  little  more  power 
To  wipe  out  the  rich  man's  greed. 
Oh  for  a  little  more  money 
To  spend  on  the  things  we  need. 
Oh  for  a  little  more  fuel 
When  the  fire  has  burned  so  far. 
Oh  for  a  little  more  sympathy 

From  those  in  whose  charge  we  are. 
Now,   dear  editor,   I   must  stop  scrib- 
bling or  my  letter  will  surely  meet  the 
waste-basket.     Tours  as     ever     for    the 
cause.  Mas.  Lauba  Dobey. 
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I  The  American  Federation  of  Labor  baa  arranged  to  furnish  a  'weekly  news  letter 
[of  all  the  important  news  items  of  the  labor  world  which  is  certainly  a  srreat  ad- 
vantage to  the  overworked  editors  of  most  of  our  labor  journals*  enabling  them  to 
^furnish  their  readers  the  very  latest  authentic  information  in  the  industrial,  leg- 
islative and  judicial  fields.  Tlie  following  are  excerpts  from  various  issues  in  the 
past  four  weeks:  .   i 


I 


POSTOFFICE  DEPARTMENT 
CHALLENGED. 


Senator   La   FoUette  and  Congressman 

Lloyd  Introduce  Bills  in  Both 

Houses. 


Constitutional  Rights  are  Denied — Hear- 
ings Before  House  Committee  on  Re- 
form in  the  Civil  Service  Have  Al- 
ready Begun« 


Washington,  April  22.— When  the 
Postoffice  Department  commenced  Its 
present  efforts  to  deny  the  men  employed 
in  the  railway  mall  service  the  right  to 
organize  by  official  orders,  public  and 
secret,  discrimination,  coercion,  discharge, 
reduction  in  rank  and  pay,  and  by  these 
reprehensible  methods  forcing  them  out 
of  the  service,  it  evidently  did  not  anti- 
cipate that  much  opposition  would  be  en- 
countered. Contrary  to  expectation  the 
men  in  this  branch  of  the  service  almost 
unanimously  resented  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  department  depriving  them  the 
right  of  association,  as  an  invasion  of 
their  constitutional  rights.  As  a  silent 
answer  to  the  department  forbidding  or- 
ganization, several  unions  have  been 
formed,  and  with  rapidly  increasing 
membership.  Four  charters  have  been  is- 
sued from  headquarters  this  week.  From 
many  sections  come  the  report  that  local 
unions  are  in  the  process  of  formation. 

Senator  La  Follette  congresisonally  took 
up  the  cause  of  the  railway  mail  clerks 
by  issuing  a  letter  and  enclosing  a  blank 
containing  a  list  of  questions.  This  let- 
ter and  blank  was  mailed  to  the  clerks. 
The  senator  assures  the  clerks  receiving 
his  communication  that  all  answers  would 
be  considered  confidential.     As  a   result 


replies  have  been  coming  in  at  the  rate 
of  approximately  400  per  day,  and  from 
present  indications  fully  90  per  cent  wlU 
respond.  The  letters  from  the  clerks 
clearly  prove  that  the  department  has 
gone  the  full  length  to  attain  its  end. 

A  few  days  ago  two  bills  were  intro- 
duced in  Congress,  one  by  Senator  La 
Follette,  S.  1162,  and  one  by  Congressman 
Lloyd,  H.  R.  5970.  The  latter  biU  was  re- 
ferred to  the  House  Committee  on  Re- 
form in  the  Civil  Service.  The  Senate 
bill  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Civil  Service  and  Retrenchment  Fol- 
lowing this  comes  a  bill  introduced  by 
Congressman  Howard  of  Georgia,  House 
Resolution  102,  which  demands  a  "thor- 
ough and  searching  inquiry  into  operation 
and  conduct"  of  the  Postoffice  i/epartment 
Among  several  subjects  specifically  de- 
signated to  be  inquired  into  are  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"First — If  un-American  practices  of  in- 
timidation and  coercion  of  postal  em- 
ployes exist 

"Second— If  employes  in  the  Railway 
Mail  Service,  under  threat  of  susPAnsldn. 
have  been  denied  the  right  to  organize 
for  mutual  protection  and  to  affiliate  with 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor." 

Upon  the  introduction  of  these  bills 
effort  was  immediately  made  to  get  a 
hearing  before  the  House  Committee  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  Lloyd  bill. 
As  a  result  a  hearing  was  had  on  Thurs- 
day, April  20,  and  Presiuent  Gompers  and 
Secretary  Morrison  appeared  on  behalf 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
President  Gompers  outlined  the  struc- 
ture and  scope  of  the  labor  movement 
and  emphatically  Insisted  that  as  the 
American  labor  movement  was  construct- 
ed in  accordance  with^merican  institu- 
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tioim  DO  department  of  government  or  of- 
flciar  had  the  right  to  deny  to  the  men 
employed  in  the  classified  service  the  ex> 
ercise  of  their  constitutional  Ruarantees. 
He  also  read  before  the  committee  the 
obligation  taken  by  members  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  chal- 
lenged anyone  to  dispute  the  fact  that  the 
obligation  in  any  way  precluded  the  in- 
dividual conforming  to  the  same  and  at 
the  same  time  comply  with  the  obligation 
imposed  upon  men  by  the  department  in 
the  efficient  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Secretary  Morrison  then  prodTiced  a 
mass  of  documentary  evidence  to  prove 
that  the  Postofflce  Department  has  open- 
ly and  secretly  discriminated  against  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  Much  of 
the  evidence  consists  of  letters  from  a 
number  of  railway  mall  clerks,  containing 
lists  of  questions  that  have  been  pro* 
pounded  to  them,  and  the  similarity  of 
tbese  questions  at  once  indicate  that  they 
bad  been  framed  by  one  individual.  Se- 
cret orders  of  the  department  were  also 
presented. 

By  this  time  the  committee  began  to 
realize  the  importance  and  magnitude  of 
the  case,  and  as  the  lower  house  has 
ruled  that  no  committees  shall  remain  in 
session  during  the  debate  on  the  reclp* 
rocity  measure  the  committee  was  com- 
pelled to  adjom  as  the  house  was  about 
to  be  called  to  order.  No  definite  time 
has  been  set  for  another  meeting,  but  it 
will  occur  next  week.  At  that  time  no 
doubt  some  representative  of  the  Post* 
office  Department  will  be  present. 

The  activities  of  the  department  in  this 
direction  has  caused  Intense  interest,  and 
a  number  of  congressmen  have  introduced 
bills  that  relate  directly  to  the  mail  serv- 
ice. The  fact  that  former  Postmaster 
General  Cortelyou  publicly  acquiesced  In 
the  formation  of  unions  among  the  men  in 
the  classified  service  is  decidely  interest- 
ing, and  throws  an  unwelcome  shadow 
over  the  actions  of  the  present  head  of 
the  Postofflce  Department. 

The  fellow  that  does  nothing  is  seldom 
criticised.  It  is  the  live,  get-there-and-get 
hustler  that  furnishes  material  for  the 
knockers. 


MAIL   SERVICE  AUTOCRAT. 


Superintendent   of    Thirteenth    Division* 
Delivers  Himself  of  Feudal  Age  Opin- 


Washington,  April  22.— "Divine  right" 
Baer,  the  coal  king,  will  be  compelled  to 
enter  the  lists  to  defend  his  reputation  if 
Superintendent  VaiHe  of  the  Thirteenth 
division,  railway  mail  service,  has  ca- 
pacity to  keep  the  pace  he  has  set  by  his 
declaration  concerning  the  rights  of  men 
employed  in  the  railway  mall  service. 
Comment  is  needless.  Just  scan  the  stete- 
ment  of  the  superintendent  published  in 
the  Seattle  Times: 

"The  railway  mail  clerks  have  an  or- 
ganization," said  Mr.  Vaille  this  morning* 
"known  as  the  Railway  Mail  Association. 
Its  membership  is  confined  to  clerks  in 
the  railway  service,  and  it  is  recognized 
by  the  department  and  always  has  work- 
ed in  harmony  with  it.  This  organization 
is  a  fraternal  order.  It  provides  its  mem- 
bers benefits  In  case  of  accident  and  pro- 
motes the  social  interests  of  its  members. 

"Some  of  the  younger  element,  how 
ever,  believe  that  the  association  is  not 
radical  enough.  It  is  these  who  are  most 
active  in  organizing  the  labor  union  in 
the  East.  The  object  of  the  union  is  to 
procure  for  its  members  more  pay  at  a 
cost  of  less  work,  ignoring  the  right  of 
the  service  to  the  best  work  they  can  per- 
form. \\\ 

"Railway  mail  clerks  have  no  place  in 
the  ranks  of  skilled  labor,  and  for  one  to 
affiliate  himself  with  a  union  is  to  place 
his  work  on  a  par  with  that  of  a  steve- 
dore or  a  mechanic. 

"If  they  regard  themselves  merely  as 
laborers  working  for  hire,  it  is  impossi- 
ble that  they  should  bring  to  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties  the  enthusiasm  born 
of  love  for  their  work  and  a  full  realiza- 
tion of  the  responsibilities  placed  upon 
them.  No  man  who  regards  himself 
merely  as  a  skilled  laborer  can  be  a  good 
postal  clerk  and  be  the  proper  man  for 
our  service.  A  time  server  has  no  place 
In  our  service  and  it  is  better  off  without 
him." 

Secretary  Morrison  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  upon  receiving  the 
information  regarding  the  attitude  of  Su- 
perintendent Vaille  gave  out  the  follow- 
ing: ^ 

The  railway  mail  clerks  are  a  mighty 
fine  body  of  men,  I  know  they  do  not  ^ 
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share  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Vaille  in  regard 
to  mechanics,  nor  any  other  class  of 
workers.  I  suppose  Mr.  Vaille  is  so  in 
love  with  bis  work  that  he  could  not  be 
coaxed  to  leave  it  by  the  offer  of  increased 
wages.    He  works  for  sheer  love  of  it. 

Mr.  Vaille  does  not  regard  himself  as 
a  skilled  laborer.  If  he  did»  according  to 
his  statement,  he  "could  not  be  a  good 
postal  clerk  and  be  a  proper  man  for  the 
service."  In  other  words,  every  man  not 
a  postal  clerk,  who  works  at  any  occu- 
pation, no  matter  how  skilled,  is  a  time 
server.  The  man  who  builds  the  great 
guns  and  warships,  the  man  who  con- 
structs the  most  delicate  mechanisms  in 
existence,  according  to  Mr.  Vaille,  are 
time  servers,  and  would  not  be  a  class 
of  men  that  should  be  employed  by  the 
Government 

Now,  let  us  look  at  the  other  isde  of 
the  picture  and  see  what  there  is  about 
the  work  that  Vaille  does  that  calls  for 
a  master  mind,  or  even  special  skill.  Mr. 
Vaille  is  a  division  superintendent;  he 
does  not  even  have  to  know  the  offices 
in  his  division.  The  railway  mail  clerks 
keep  them  in  mind.  To  perfect  them- 
selves they  had  to  give  several  years  to 
the  work  in  the  first  Instance,  and  are 
compelled  to  work  a  certain  number  of 
hours  each  day  to  keep  themselves  In 
possession  of  all  the  necessary  informa- 
tion to  do  the  work.  All  Mr.  Vaille  has 
to  do  is  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of 
the  General  Superintendent.  What  su- 
perior brain  force  is  necessary  to  do 
that?  He  does  not  create  anything  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  bring  "to  the 
performance  of  his  duties  the  enthusiasm 
born  of  a  love  for  work,  and  a  full  real- 
ization of  the  responsibilities  placed  upon 
him.' 

The  work  that  gives  the  greatest  pleas- 
ure to  any  one  Is  the  work  that  enables  a 
man  to  create  some  useful  thing,  or  a 
thing  of  beauty.  The  man  who  takes  a 
piece  of  iron  and  forges  a  horse  shoe  has 
pride  in  it  because  it  is  the  product  of 
his  skill.  The  printer  who  sets,  the  press- 
man who  prints  colored  advertisements, 
or  books  of  advertisements  which  are 
pleasing   to   the   eye;    the   jeweler    who 


molds  out  of  gold  and  silver  beautiful 
emblems;  the  painter,  the  photo-engraver, 
the  carpenter,  aye,  the  mechanics  of  every 
trade,  skilled  or  unskilled,  are  always  in 
love  with  their  work;  if  they  were  not, 
they  could  not  acquire  the  skill  necessary 
to  excel  in  their  particular  craft  or  call- 
ing. 

•  o* 
POSTAL     EMPLOYES     DISMISSED 


Solely  Because  They  Were  Members  of 
a  Postal  Employes'  Union. 


Washington,  May  13.--The  attitude  of 
the  Postofflce  Department  officials  is  now 
a  matter  of  record  with  reference  to  the 
right  of  the  employes  of  the  postal  serv- 
ice to  organise  for  mutual  protection 
While  it  has  been  known  that  the  depart- 
ment has  been  exceedingly  active  in  its 
hostility,  yet  it  was  hardly  conceived  that 
the  chief  officials  would  assume  that  be- 
cause an  individual  entered  the  postal 
service  he  thereby  relinquished  his  rigUus 
a<4  a  citizen,  guaranteed  to  him  under  the 
first  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Second  Assistant  Postmaster  General 
Stewart,  in  testifying  before  tKe  house 
committee  on  Civil  Service  Refbrm,  ad- 
mitted that  employes  in  the  service  had 
been  dismissed  because  they  were  too 
active  in  promoting  a  union  of  postal 
clerks,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they 
were  highly  efficient  His  exact  words 
were  as  follows: 

"They  were  discharged  because  of  their 
pernicious  activity  in  promoting  this  new 
union  organization.  The  organization  had 
headquarters  in  St.  Paul,  and  I  believe 
they  were  officials  of  the  proposed  union. 
Otherwise  they  were  efficient  men.  The 
only  reason  for  their  dismissal  was  their 
activity  in  the  face  of  the  plain  order  of 
the  postmaster  general  and  other  depart- 
ment ofQ<clals  which  they  persistently  vio- 
lated. It  was  a  plain  case  of  insubordina- 
tion." 

Oscar  F.  Nelson,  president  of  the  Na- 
tional Federation  of  Postofflce  Clerks,  fol- 
lowed Mr.  Stewart  before  the  committee 
He  deUiled  to  the  committee  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  been  dismissed  from  the 
aervicep  the  only  apparent  reason  being 
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that  he  .was  an  official  in  the  union  organ- 
ization. 

Intense  interest  is  being  manifested  by 
a  large  number  of  congressmen,  who  are 
in  daily  attendance  at  vthe  committee 
bearings.  A  significant  fact  is  that  the 
National  Association  of  Manufacturers 
have  requested  to  be  heard,  and  queries 
are  being  circulated  to  ascertain  what 
interest  this  union  busting  combination 
has  in  the  controversy,  and  whether  there 
is  some  combination  between  the  depart- 
ment officials  and  this  well  known  aggre- 
gation. 

In  the  face  of  determined  opposition  by 
the  Poatoffice  Department  against  the 
employes  joining  or  forming  unions,  in- 
creases in  membership  and  organization 
of  new  unions  are  continued.  The  arbi- 
trary action  of  the  officials  has  caused 
and  Is  causing  a  cumulatiye  restive  spirit 
among  them  owing  to  the  uncertainty  ex- 
isting as  to  what  new  plan  of  persecution 
may  be  put  into  operation  at  any  time. 

Several  more  hearings  are  in  prospect, 
and  it  will  probably  be  two  weeks  be- 
fore testimony  will  all  be  in  and  the 
committee  given  an  opportunity  to  take 
action  on  the  bill  before  it 

•o» 
ANTI-INJUNCTION  —  ANTI-TRUST 

Representative  Wilson  (Miner)  Reintro- 
duces His  Bill  to  Correct  Abuse  in  Is- 
9xun^  Injunctions  and  Relief  from  An- 
ti-Tmst  Law. 


Washington,  April  22.— Last  Saturday 
Mr.  Wilson  introduced  his  bill  in  th«) 
House  "To  regulate  the  issuance  of  re- 
straining orders  and  injunctioub  and  pro- 
cedure  thereon  and  to  limit  the  meaning 
of  'conspiracy'  in  certain  cases."  The 
number  of  the  bill  is  H.  R.  5328.  It  was 
referred  to  the  House  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee. The  full  text  of  the  bill  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Be  it  Enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
A.nt€rica  in  Congress  Assembled,  That  no 
reutraining  order  or  injunction  shall  be 
sr&nted  by  any  court  of  the  United  States, 
or  a  judge  or  the  judges  thereof,  in  any 


case  between  an  employer  and  employe 
or  between  employers  and  employes,  o! 
between  employes,  or  between  personi 
employed  and  persons  seeking  employ- 
ment, or  involving  or  growing  out  of  a 
dispute  concerning  terms  or  conditions 
ot  employment,  unless  necessary  to  pre- 
vent irreparable  Injury  to  property  or  to 
a  property  right  of  the  party  making  the 
application,  for  which  injury  there  is  no 
adequate  remedy  at  law;  and  such  prop- 
erty and  property  right  must  be  particu- 
larly described  in  the  application,  which 
must  be  in  writing  and  sworn  to  by  thA 
applicant  or  by  his,  her,  or  its  agent  or 
attorney.  And  for  the  purposes  of  this 
act  no  right  to  continue  the  relation  of 
employer  and  employe,  or  to  assume  or 
create  such  relation  with  any  particular 
person  or  persons,  or  at  all,  or  to  carry 
on  business  of  any  particular  !iind,  or  at 
any  particular  place,  or  at  all,  shall  be 
construed,  held,  considered,  or  treated  as 
property  or  as  constituting  a  property 
right 

Sec  2.  That  in  cases  arising  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  or  coming 
before  said  courts,  or  before  any  Judge 
or  the  Judges  thereof,  no  agreement  be- 
tween two  or  more  persons  concerning 
the  terms  or  conditions  of  emplo3rment, 
or  the  assumption  or  creation  or  termina- 
tion of  any  relation  between  employer 
and  employe,  or  concerning  any  act  or 
thing  to  be  done  or  not  to  be  done  with 
reference  to  er  involving  or  growing  out 
of  a  labor  dispute,  shall  constlti!te  a  con- 
spiracy or  other  civil  or  criminal  offense, 
or  be  punished  or  prosecuted,  or  damages 
recovered  upon  as  such,  unless  the  act  or 
thing  agreed  to  be  done  or  not  to  be  done 
would  be  unlawful  if  done  by  a  single 
Individual;  nor  shall  the  entering  into  or 
the  carrying  out  of  any  such  agreement 
be  restrained  or  -enjoined  unless  «^uch  act 
or  thing  agreed  io  be  done  would  be  sub- 
ject to  be  restrained  or  enjo'ned  under 
the  provisions,  limitatious,  anL  definitions 
contained  in  the  first  secMon  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  acts  anJ  parts  of  acts 
in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this  act 
are  hereby  repealed. 
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TAKE  YOUR  CHOICE. 


Ex-President  Roosevelt  in  Outlook  Ex- 
presses Himself,  and  Mr.  Bryan  in  The 
Commoner  Does  Likewise. 


Washington,  May  13.— In  a  late  issue 
of  the  Outlook,  Theodore  Roosevelt,  after 
a  few  prefatory  observations,  continues: 

"In  exactly  the  same  spirit  I  state  the 
convictions  of  The  Outlook  in  expressing 
lu  hearty  reprobation  of  the  conduct  of 
those  labor  leaders  who,  without  waiting 
to  know  anything  of  the  facts  of  the  case, 
have  at  once  flown  publicly  to  the  defense 
of  the  alleged  dynamiters  whom  Mr. 
Bums  has  now  arrested,  and  who  talk 
about  the  arrest  as  being  part  of  a  con- 
spiracy against  labor  unions. 

**No  worse  service  can  be  rendered  by 
labor  union  leaders  to  the  cause  of  union- 
ism than  that  which  they  render  when 
they  seek  to  Identify  the  cause  of  union- 
ism with  the  cause  of  any  man  guilty  of 
a  murderous  attack  of  this  nature.  I 
have  no  idea  whether  the  men  arrested  on 
Mr.  Bums'  statement  are  or  are  not  guil- 
ty; the  labor  leaders  in  question  have  no 
idea  whether  or  not  they  are.  They  are 
entitled  to  an  absolutely  fair  trial.  If 
they  have  no  money  to  provide  counsel 
for  themselves,  then  it  would  be  entirely 
proper  for  any  body  of  men  to  fumish 
them  the  requisite  funds,  simply  as  an 
Incident  in  securing  them  a  fair  trial. 
But  it  is  grossly  improper  to  try  to  create 
a  public  opinion  in  favor  of  the  arrested 
men  simply  because  the  crime  of  which 
they  are  accused  is  one  committed  against 
a  capitalist  or  a  corporation,  and  because 
the  men  who  are  charged  with  commit- 
ting it  are  members  of  a  labor  union." 

William  J.  Bryan,  in  an  editorial,  has 
this  to  say: 

"The  country  will  suspend  judgment 
while  the  courts  deal  with  the  charges 
against  the  labor  leaders — ^McNamara,  Mc- 
Namara  and  McManigal.  The  crime  com- 
mitted was  a  most  heinous  one — ^too  hor- 
rible to  impute  to  anyone  without  posi- 
tive proof.  No  punishment  is  too  severe 
for  men  who  resort  to  such  crimes,  but 
the  public  will  sympathize  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  unions  in  assuming  the  ac- 


cused innocent  until  tliey  are  shown  to  be 
guilty,  and  in  condemning  the  resort  to 
kidnaping  of  the  accused.  If  the  evi- 
dence should  show  the  accused  really  guil- 
ty the  unions  will  be  as  quick  to  condemn 
them  as  the  outside  world  will  be,  for 
organized  labor  has  no  greater  enemy  than 
the  man  who  resorts  to  violence/' 


-•o^ 


EMPLOYES'  COMPENSATION. 


State  of  Washington  Enacts  Progressive 
Legislation  Regarding  Injury  to  Work- 


men. 


Washington,  April  22.— Detailed  Infor- 
mation  has  Just  been  received  at  the  head 
quarters  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  relative  to  the  employes'  compen- 
sation law  recently  passed  by  the  sUte 
legislature  of  Washington*  The  new  law 
covers  the  subject  in  the  most  comprehen- 
sive manner. 

A  tax  is  to  be  levied  upon  all  employers 
of  labor  ranging  from  .020  to  .100  per  cent 
per  year  upon  the  amount  of  the  average 
pay  roll,  according  to  class.  Industry  is 
divided  into  various  classes  47  In  number. 
A  death  benefit  of  $75  is  provided  for,  and 
in  addition  monthly  payments  are  to  be 
made  to  the  widow  during  widowhood, 
and  $5  per  month  for  each  child,  under 
the  age  of  16  at  the  occurrence  of  the  in- 
Jury  until  such  child  shall  have  reached 
sixteen,  but  total  payment  shall  not  ex- 
ceed $35  per  month.  Upon  marriage  of 
widow  a  lump  sum  equal  to  twelve  times 
her  monthly  allowance,  $240  shall  be  paid 
her,  but  the  pay  for  children  under  six- 
teen shall  be  continued  as  above.  The 
law  relating  to  permanent  disability  or 
death  reads  as  follows: 

"For  every  case  of  injury  resulting  In 
death  or  permanent  total  disability  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  department  to 
forthwith  notify  the  state  treasurer,  and 
he  shall  set  apart  out  of  the  accident  fund 
a  sum  of  money  for  the  case,  to  be  known 
aj  the  estimated  lump  value  of  the  month- 
ly payments  provided  for  it,  to  be  calcu- 
lated upon  the  theory  that  a  monthly  pay- 
ment of  $20  to  a  person  30  years  of  age, 
1 9  equal  to  a  lump  sum  payment,  accord- 
ing to  the  expectancy  of  life  as  fixed  by 
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the  American  Mortality  table  of  %i,000, 
but  the  total  in  no  case  to  exceed  tbe  sum 
of  14,000." 

The  sum  tbus  arrived  at  will  be  placed 
at  interest  to  provide  the  monthly  pay- 
ments given  above. 

•^ym 

BETTER  LAWS  ASKED. 


Canadian  Officials  of  Labor  Active  in 
Their  Efforts  to  Secure  More  Adequate 
Statutes. 


Washington,  May  6. — A  delegation  rep- 
resenting the  Quebec  executive  of  the 
Trades  and  Labor  Congress  waited  upon 
tbe  Prime  Minister  of  that  Province  re- 
cently for  the  purpose  of  asking  certain 
amendments  to  the  labor  laws.  The  pro- 
posed amendments  dealt  with  workmen's 
compensation,  the  price  of  school  books, 
the  improvement  of  sanitary  conditions 
in  factories,  Sunday  labor,  regulation  ol 
laundries  and  tailoring  at  home.  A  dele- 
gation from  the  Ontario  Executive  of  the 
Congress  also  waited  on  the  premier  of 
the  ProTince  and  suggested  raising  the 
age  limit  for  factory  children  to  sixteen 
years,  providing  better  heating  for  foun- 
dries and  providing  for  the  inspection  of 
clothing. 

•  <>• 
INVESTIGATION  DESIRED. 


House  Resolution  Introduced  Seeks  In- 
quiry into  Methods  Employed  and 
Work  Performed  by  Department  and 
Postmasters. 


Washington,  May  6.— A  resolution  has 
been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  has  already  reached  the 
calendar  authorizing  the  committee  on 
post  offices  and  post  roads  to  institute 
and  carry  forward  an  invetsigation  into 
the  conduct  and  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Postoffice  Department,  and 
of  the  service  under  and  in  connection 
with  the  same,  in  order  to  ascertain 
whetber  abuses  exist,  either  in  the  depart- 
ment or  in  the  service.  According  to  the 
resolution  the  committee  will  also  be 
empowered  to  inquire  as  to  the  time  de- 


voted by  the  postmasters  of  the  first  and 
other  classes  to  private  enterprises  and 
personal  vocations.  Numerous  other  sub- 
jects relative  to  the  activities  of  post 
masters  is  contemplated.  This  resolution 
is  one  of  the  results  accruing  from  the 
department's  treatment  of  the  railway 
mail  clerks. 


-•-o^ 


TELEGRAPHERS*  INCREASE. 


Employes  of  Illinois  Central  and  Chica- 
go, Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Receive 
Splendid  Advances. 


Washington,  April  29.— The  railroad 
telegraphers,  members  of  the  Order  of 
Railway  Telegraphers,  have  Just  been  the 
recipients  of  an  addition  to  their  pay 
checks.  The  amount  of  the  wage  ad- 
vance on  the  Illinois  Central  system 
amounts  to  |82,000  per  year,  while  the 
approximate  raise  to  the  key  men  on  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St  Paul  totals 
$100,000.  These  advances  were  arrived 
at  amicably. 


•^<y— 


Against  Unionism  in  Post  Office. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  9.— Second  As- 
sistant Postmaster  General  Stewart  frank- 
ly admitted  to-day  before  the  House  Com- 
mittee on  the  Civil  Service  that  clerks 
had  been  discharged  from  the  Government 
service  for  activity  in  the  organization  of 
a  trade  union. 

The  clerks  were  removed  from  the  St 
Paul  office.  They  were  good  clerks,  Mr. 
Stewart  said,  but  their  "pernicious  activ- 
ity" amounted  to  insubordination. 

Oscar  F.  Nelson,  president  of  the  Na- 
tional Federation  of  Postal  Clerks,  and  dis- 
missed from  the  postal  service  in  Chicago 
because  of  union  activity,  also  was  a  wit- 
ness and  will  appear  again  to-morrow. 


-^Ky^ 


Scratch  beneath  the  surface  of  any  plan 
that  proposes  greater  advancement  for 
your  International  Union  and  you  will  un- 
cover five  letters  which,  when  properly  ar- 
ranged, spell  MONEY. 
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Federal  Control  of  Railwajrs. 

George  M.  Reynolds,  president  of  the 
Continental  and  Commercial  National 
bank,  recenUr  voiced  the  bankers'  reas- 
ons for  favoring  control  of  railroads  and 
other  public  service  corporations  by  the 
federal  instead  of  state  governments.  H. 
U.  Mudge,  president  of  the  Rock  Island 
system,  very  clearly  stated  the  attitude 
which  he  and  other  western  railroad  ex- 
ecutives have  adopted  toward  federal  con* 
trol.  It  is  important  to  compare  Mr. 
Reynolds'  and  Mr.  Mudge's  views  with 
those  of  George  Kindel,  Denver's  noted 
"railroad  rate  reformer,"  and  with  views 
expressed  by  a  strenuous  radical  like 
Francis  J.  Heney,  of  San  Francisco,  and 
tbe  scholarly  expression  in  favor  of  state 
control  by  Benjamin  Ide  Wheeler.  The 
following  symposium  therefore  has  the 
greatest  significance  as  to  the  future: 

Theodore  N.  Vail,  president  of  the 
American  Telephone  ft  Telegraph  Com- 
>any  (the  Bell  system),  in  his  annual  re- 
port; said: 

"That  there  has  been  in  large  measure 
reason  or  cause  for  the  existing  favorable 
public  opinion  as  to  corporations,  trusts 
and  combinations,  is  beyond  question. 
Wbat  is  and  should  be  condemned,  pre- 
vented and  punished,  is  the  abuse  made 
of  corporate  machinery  to  the  detriment 
of  the  public  welfare,  and  such  abuse  as 
has  been  and  is  beinf?  practiced  so  exten- 
sively for  purely  speculative  and  ofttlmes 
swindling  enterprises. 

"Public  control  or  regulation  of  Public 
Service  Corporations  by  permanent  com- 
missions, has  come  to  stay.  It  would  in 
time  establish  a  course  of  practice  and 
precedent  for  the  guidance  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

"Such  control  and  regulation  can  and 
should  stop  all  abuses  of  capitalization, 
of  extortion  or  of  overcharge,  of  unreas- 
onable division  of  profits." 

George  M.  Reynolds,  president  of  the 
biggest  bank  in  the  West,  the  Continental 
and  Commercial  National  of  Chicago, 
said: 

"National  supervision  of  public  service 
corporations  is  inevitable  and  necessary. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  capital  has  not 
been  handled  conservatively  and  econom- 
ically. The  so-called  big  interests  have 
undoubtedly  abused  the  public's  confi- 
dence at  times.    This  must  be  remedied. 


"Conservatism  in  the  handling  of  the 
public's  money  would  mean  doing  away 
with  panics.  The  getting  rid  of  what  is 
bad  in  Wall  street  will  most  certainly  be 
accomplished  by  an  intelligent  national 
supervision." 

Stuyvesant  Fish,  of  New  York,  said: 

"Hepresentatives  of  corporate  interests 
who  have  at  heart  the  welfare  of  the 
holders  of  their  securities,  will  do  well  to 
urge  a  form  of  regulation  of  public  serv- 
ice corporations  which  will  protect  the 
interests  of  investors  as  well  as  that  of 
the  non-investing  public.  It  is  useless  to 
oppose  such  regulation.  But  in  the  zeal 
that  has  seized  law  makers  of  the  coun* 
try  the  fact  that  state  regulation  of  cor- 
porations imposes  double  obligation  too 
often  is  lost  to  sight  The  correct  posi- 
tion was  ably  expressed  by  the  statement 
of  President  Vail,  of  the  Bell  Telephone 
Companies,  that  governmental  contr^H 
should  insure  good  service,  fair  rates  to 
public  and  also  fair  returns  to  investors. 
If  the  rights  of  the  investor  are  sacrificed 
he  will  withdraw  from  this  class  of  en- 
terprises and  as  a  result  the  public  will 
suffer.  There  is  a  great  danger  from 
regulatory  measures  at  present,  and  it 
is  well  to  call  attention  to  the  reciprocal 
obligations  imposed  by  such  legislation." 

George  Kindel,  Denver's  freight  rate 
reformer  who,  during  a  twenty-year  flg^t 
has  secured  the  readjustment  of  frei^t 
rates  on  many  western  railroads,  said: 

"I  agree  that  the  state  control  of  pub- 
lic utility  corporations  has  come  to  stay. 
I  am  unqualifiedly  in  favor  of  the  protec- 
tion of  rightly  conducted  corporations, 
and  would  keep  all  natural  monopolies, 
such  as  telephone  companies,  tree  from 
competition  when  rates  are  not  exorb^ 
tant.  The  chief  danger  that  I  can  see  in 
commission  regulation  of  corporations  is 
in  the  personnel  of  such  commissions; 
the  greatest  cwte  should  be  shown  in 
choosing  commissioners." 

Francis  J.  Heney,  of  San  Franciaco,  the 
intrepid  and  relentless  prosecutor,  has 
pointed  out  that  effective  public  regula- 
tion is  the  only  preventive  of  public  own- 
ership of  public  utilities,  and  doubts  if 
even  it  can  prove  effective. 

"Public  control  of  public  utilities  is 
here  to  stay,"  said  Mr.  Heney,  "but  ulti- 
mately it  will  take  the  form  of  public 
ownership,  for  the  corporations  are  iiev«r 
content  and  their  rapacity  is  never  satis* 
fied." 

Benjamin  Ide  Wheeler,  president  of  the 
University  of  California,  favors  state,  not 
national,  control 
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"In  the  case  of  the  great  public  service 
corporations/'  said  President  Wheeler, 
"state  regulation  is  the  only  way  to 
ward  off  state  ownership.  The  individual 
is  too  small  to  stand  against  the  great 
corporation,  but  his  interest  must  be  rep- 
resented by  somebody.  We  know  of  no 
other  somebody  than  the  state,  which, 
however,  must  not  confiscate,  must  not 
so  narrow  the  field  of  opportunity  as  to 
quench  the  spirit  of  initiative. 

"The  people  must  see  to  it  that  the 
state  is  strictly  fair  in  its  dealings  with 
the  public  service  corporations,  but  the 
declaration  of  President  Vail,  of  the  Bell 
companies,  that  regulation  by  permanent 
commissions  rightfully  has  come  to  stay, 
shows  a  promising  new  spirit  on  the  part 
of  the  corporation  leaders." 

Cltdb  a.  Mann, 
Rand  McNally  Bldg., 
Chicago,  III. 


-^o^ 


The  Quitters. 

The  world  has  little  use  for  a  quitter — 
the  fellow  who  starts  and  backs  out  be- 
cause the  creek  is  up;  the  fellow  who 
starts  to  trim  the  hedge,  blisters  his 
hands  and  decides  to  let  it  go  until  spring; 
the  boy  who  goes  racing  through  his 
school  books  until  be  strikes  participles 
and  compound  fractions,  then  wants  to 
quit  school  to  get  a  Job;  the  girl  who 
starts  out  to  be  a  great  musician  and 
learns  Just  enough  to  play  ragtime  to 
beguile  the  fancies  of  some  young  sap- 
head. 

There  is  a  big  family  of  these  quitters, 
but  they  are  a  sorry  lot  They  never  want 
a  Job  that  takes  time  and  patience.  With 
the  qualities  of  a  bill  poster  they  would 
like  to  earn  the  salary  of  a  railroad  Presi- 
dent Their  ideal  is  a  Job  that  requires 
two  hours  of  easy  labor  each  day,  with 
Saturdays  and  holidays  off.  Tou  will  find 
them  scattered  up  and  down  the  road  of 
human  failure,  turning  back  from  the 
handle  of  the  plow,  complaining  of  their 
lot  in  the  world.  They  are  clogs  in  the 
wheels,  broken  rails  on  the  road,  time 
killers,  patience  killers,  forever  wanting 
what  they  have  not 

The  people  who  accomplish  things  in 
this  world  are  those  who  qualify  them- 
selves in  spite  of  bad  crops,  high  water 
and  measles;  who  hang  onto  their  work 


until  failure  turns  to  victory;  whose  cour- 
age rises  as  difficulties  thicken,  and  whose 
faces  are  forever  turned  toward  the  ris- 
ing sun.  It  was  not  a  bad  plan,  that  of 
^the  Indians  fiinging  their  boys  into  the 
river,  where  they  had  to  swim  or  drown. 
The  best  thing  any  person  can  do  for  his 
child  is  to  compel  him  to  finish  what  he 
undertakes.  Keep  him  at  it,  no  matter 
how  much  he  cries  or  objects;  make  him 
do  the  thing  he  started  to  do.  And  the 
best  thing  any  boy  or  girl  can  do  is  to  do 
this  very  thing  without  being  made  to  do 
it.  Success  is  a  good  deal  like  habit 
There  is  not  much  difference  between  fail- 
ure and  success.  One  quits  and  the  other 
does  not — Spare  Moments. 


A  '•Good-  Union  Man.      , 

Well-meaning  men  sometimes  have  a 
very  wrong  idea  of  what  constitutes  a 
good  union  man.  A  good  union  man  is  not 
the  one  who  always  boasts  of  his  undying 
hatred  to  all  employers  and  that  he  has 
sacrificed  many  good  positions  through 
this  hatred. 

He  is  not  the  Jealous  individual  who 
rails  against  the  union,  threatening  to  pull 
away  and  smash  it  to  pieces  and  have  no 
more  to  do  with  it,  because  so-and-so 
made  a  better  suggestion  in  the  meeting, 
which  was  adopted  instead  of  his. 

He  is  not  the  one  who  goes  around  abus- 
ing everybody  and  everything  and  saying 
by  his  every  act  that  there  is  no  good  In 
anything  or  anybody  but  himself  and  his 
own  doings. 

He  is  not  the  selfish  man  who  wants  to 
keep  others  out  of  the  union  lest  they 
might  get  his  Job.  Good  union  men  hold 
their  Jobs  on  their  merits  as  workmen, 
and  not  by  the  force  of  the  union.  He 
who  wilfully  mistreats  his  employer,  ex- 
pecting to  be  reinstated  by  force  of  the 
union  when  discharged,  imposes  on  the 
usefulness  of  the  union,  and  is  not  a  good 
union  man. 

He  is  not  one  who  acquaints  his  em- 
ployer with  all  the  private  afCairs  of  the 
union. 

He  is  not  one  who  tries  to  obtain  another 
Job  by  false  or  unfair  means. 
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He  is  not  one  who  abeents  himself  from 
meetings  of  his  local  find  criticises  those 
who  do  attend  for  what  they  do. 

He  is  not  one  who  is  always  behind  with 
his  dues. 

He  Is  not  one  who  promotes  disorder  at 
the  meetings  of  the  union,  and  who  per- 
sists in  showing  disrespect  to  the  presid- 
ing officer  and  others  who  address  the 
meeting. 

The  good  union  man  is  he  who,  while 
insisting  on  Just  wages  and  working  con- 
ditions, also  has  respect  for  the  rights  of 
his  employer,  and  does  not  regard  him 
necessarily  in  the  light  of  an  enemy. 

He  who  is  charitably  disposed  towards 
the  faults  of  others,  and  tries  hard  to 
lire  up  to  the  true  conception  of  a  good 
union  man. 

He  is  not  so  selfish  but  that  he  can  give 
due  credit  to  the  conscientious  work  and 
utterances  of  others. 

He  who  recognizes  that  the  union  is  for 
all  workers  who  ayall  themselves  of  its 
benefits. 

He  who  does  not  divulge  the  business 
of  the  union  to  outsiders. 

He  who  has  the  good  sense  to  know 
that  the  success  of  the  union  depends  upon 
getting  others  to  Join  it 

He  who  loves  peace,  preferring  not  to 
fight  the  employer,  yet  who  is  sensitive  to 
unjust  treatment,  and  who  is  no  coward. 

He  who  is  not  afraid  to  go  to  his  em< 
ployer,  and  in  a  straightforward  manner 
pbii^Lt  out  injustice,  and  insist  upon  hav- 
ing the  same  righted. 

He  who  opposes  strikes,  and  consents  to 
them  only  when  all  other  means  of  right* 
ing  wrongs  have  utterly  failed. 

He  who,  when  he  goes  out  on  a  strike, 
stays  out  till  the  wrong  is  righted. 

He  whose  card  is  always  clear. 

He  who  is  not  a  knocker,  but  by  force 
of  logic  opposes  all  foolish  motions  and 
insists  upon  the  passage  of  all  good  ones. 

He  who  is  mentally  broad  enough  to  ad- 
mit that  there  are  others  besides  himself. 
— Labor  Clarion,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


.«o«- 


"Women  wear  so  much  false  hair  that 
it's  hard  to  tell  which  is  switch." 


Are  You  Free? 

My  friend,  they  tell  us  all  men  are  free. 
Are  you  yourself  free? 

You  are  sure  of  it?    Very  well. 

Let  us  think  a  little.  Who  grants  you 
the  right  to  work? 

The  employer. 

Who  sells  the  product  of  your  toil,  and 
pockets  the  profits? 

The  employer. 

Who  grants  you  or  refuses  you  a  day  of 
rest? 

The  employer. 

So,  then,  to  have  no  right  to  the  product 
of  your  labor,  to  submit  to  the  will  of 
your  employer  from  morning  to  night,  to 
be  unable  to  work  (that  is  to  say,  to  be 
unable  to  eat,  or  to  get  food  for  your  wife 
and  children)  without  the  permission  of 
your  employer,  is  what  you  call  being 
free.  What  fine  liberty  you  have!  Let 
ua  continue.  Who  has  the  liberty  to  im- 
pose upon  the  worker  that  kind  of  work 
that  will  bring  him  the  largest  profits? 

The  employer. 

Who  has  the  liberty  to  show  the  worker 
the  door  when  he  no  longer  needs  him? 

The  employer. 

Who  has  the  liberty  to  send  to  the  scrap 
heap  the  old  workers  who,  in  their  prime, 
built  up  his  fortune? 

The  employer. 

Who  has  the  liberty  to  starve  the  work- 
ers by  locking  them  out  when  they  ask  for 
an  increase  in  their  wages? 

The  employer. 

Who  has  the  liberty  to  use  the  police, 
the  soldiers  and  the  Judges  to  subdue  the 
strikers  he  has  driven  from  his  workshop? 

The  employer. 

My  unsocialist  friend,  it  seems  that  our 
capitalist  civilization  has  given  all  the 
liberties  to  the  employer  and  slavery  to  the 
workman. — London  Labor  Leader, 

Judge — You  are  privileged  to  challenge 
any  member  of  the  Jury  now  being  im- 
panelled. 

Prisoner — ^Well,  then,  your  honor,  Oi*ll 
foight  the  shmall  mon  wid  wan  eye  in 
the  comer,  theer  fernist  yez. 
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Ingersoll's  Vision. 

I  see  a  world  where  thrones  have  crum- 
bled and  where  kings  are  dust.  The  aris- 
tocracy of  Idleness  has  perished  from  the 
earth.  I  see  a  world  without  a  slave. 
Man  at  last  is  free.  Nature's  forces  have 
by  science  heen  enslaved.  Lightening  and 
lig;ht,  wind  and  wave,  frost  and  flame, 
and  all  the  secret  subtle  powers  of  earth 
and  air  are  the  tireless  toilers  for  the 
human  race.  I  see  a  world  at  p^ace, 
adorned  with  every  form  of  art — with 
music's  myraid  voices  thrilled,  while 
lips  are  rich  with  words  of  love  and  truth 
— a  world  in  which  no  exiles  sigh,  no 
prisoner  mourns;  a  world  on  which  the 
gibbet's  shadow  does  not  fall,  a  world 
where  labor  reaps  its  full  reward;  where 
work  and  worth  go  hand  in  hand;  where 
the  poor  girl  trying  to  win  bread  with 
needle — the  needle  that  has  been  called 
"the  asp  for  the  breast  of  the  poor"— is 
not  driven  to  the  desperate  choice  of  crime 
or  death,  of  suicide  or  shame.  I  see  a 
world  without  the  begger's  outstretched 
palm,  the  miser's  heartless,  stony  stare, 
the  piteous  wail  of  want,  the  livid  lips  of 
lies,  the  cruel  eyes  of  scorn.  I  see  a  race 
without  disease  of  flesh  or  bone — shapely 
and  fair,  the  married  harmony  of  form 
and  function— and,  as  I  look,  life  length- 
ens, Joy  deepens,  love  canopies  the  earth; 
and  over  all  In  the  great  dome  shines  the 
eternal  star  of  human  hope. — Robert  O. 
JngersoU, 


Ingersoll's  Tribute  to  Woman. 

It  takes  a  hundred  men  to  make  an  en- 
campment, but  one  woman  can  make  a 
home.  I  not  only  admires  woman  as  the 
most  beantifnl  creature  that  was  ever  cre- 
ated, but  I  reverence  her  as  the  most  re- 
deeming glory  of  humanity,  the  sanctuary 
of  all  the  virtues,  the  pledge  of  all  per- 
fect qualities  of  heart  and  head.  It  is 
not  just  nor  right  to  lay  sins  of  men  at 
the  feet  of  women.  It  is  because  women 
are  so  mocb  better  than  men,  that  their 
faults  are  considered  greater.  A  man's 
desire  is  the  foundation  of  his  love,  but 


a  woman's  desire  is  bom  of  her  love.  The 
one  thing  in  this  world  that  is  constant, 
the  one  window  in  which  the  light  forever 
burns,  the  one  star  that  darkness  cannot 
quench,  is  woman's  love.  It  rises  to  the 
greatest  height,  it  sinks  to  the  lowest 
depths,  it  forgives  the  worst  injuries.  It 
is  perennial  of  life  and  grows  in  every 
climate.  Neither  coldness  nor  neglect, 
harshness  nor  cruelty,  caji  extinguish  it. 
A  woman's  love  is  the  perfume  of  the 
heart  This  is  the  real  love  that  sub 
dues  the  earth;  the  love  that  has  wrought 
all  miracles  of  art,  that  gives  us  music 
all  the  way  from  the  cradle  song  to  the 
grand  closing  symphony  that  bears  the 
soul  away  on  wings  of  fire.  A  love  that 
id  greater  than  power,  sweeter  than  life 
and  stronger  than  death. — Robert  G.  In- 
geraoll. 


»o» 

On  His  First  Trip. 

Ou  one  of  the  Southern  roads  a  negro 
found  employment  as  a  fireman.  On  his 
first  trip  he  noticed  the  steam-gauge 
showed  two  hundred  pounds  and  the  hand 
pointing  in  the  direction  of  the  engineer. 

"See  the  way  that  hand  is  pointing?" 
said  the  engineer. 

"Yes,  sah." 

"Well,"  continued  the  man  at  the  throt- 
tle, "you  want  to  keep  that  hand  pointing 
at  me  all  the  time." 

They  ran  along  for  about  fifteen  miles 
and  the  steam  went  down.  The  hand  be- 
gan to  point  to  the  fireman's  seat. 

The  negro  watched  it  Intently.  Finally 
he  stepped  over  to  the  engineer  and  tap- 
ped him  on  the  shoulder  saying: 

"Cap.  Ah  'spect  you  had  better  get  over 
on  the  other  side  awhile!" 


Labelled  Goods. 


By  the  Rev.  Chables  Stelzle. 
Most  of  us  wear  a  label.  It  may  not 
be  a  "union"  label,  but  it  more  accurately 
indicates  the  conditions  under  which  we 
were  developed  than  is  sometimes  possible 
by  other  kinds  of  labels.  The  t^nited 
States  government  has  recently  declared 
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that  every,  form  of  prepared  food  and  pat* 
ent  drug  must  be  so  plainly  marked  that 
anyone  may  know  its  principal  constit- 
uent parts.  But  more  minutely  still  is 
every  man  and  woman  labelled  and  classi- 
fied. At  any  rate,  there  are  some  folks 
who  know  about  us,  try  to  deceive  the 
world  as  we  may.  It  is  still  true  that  you 
can  fool  some  of  the  people  all  of  the 
time,  and  all  of  the  people  some  of  the 
time,  but  you  cannot  fool  all  of  the  people 
all  of  the  time. 

Many  a  workingman  who  is  extremely 
careful  about  having  the  union  label  in 
his  hat,  forgets  it  is  far  more  important 
to  have  the  right  kind  of  a  label  In  hjs 
heart  For  "as  a  man  thinketh  in  his 
heart,  so  IS  he."  That's  scripture,  and 
I've  no  doubt  it's  true.  And  what  a  man 
IS,  Is  pretty  sure  to  be  revealed  in  his 
talk,  his  walk,  his  hands,  his  face,  his 
eyes,  his  life.  All  this  in  a  man  will 
make  a  pretty  good-sized  label,  and  you 
don't  have  to  dig  down  into  his  clothes, 
or  lift  the  band  of  his  hat.  to  tell  what 
manner  of  man  he  is. 


-♦o-»- 


Chicagoans  Incorporate  League  to  Urge 
Protective  Laws. 

Attorneys  acting  for  clients  in  Chicago, 
who  have  not  yet  disclosed  their  identity, 
incorporated  at  Springfield  yesterday  an 
organization  to  be  called  the  "League  for 
Public  Safety."  The  object  of  the  league 
according  to  Attorney  Cecil  Barnes,  who 
is  one  of  the  incorporators,  is  to  promote 
laws  looking  to  the  better  protection  of 
the  public  from  railway  accidents.  Mr. 
Barnes  said  last  night  that  the  organizers 
of  the  league  were  not  yet  prepared  to 
give  out  a  list  of  members.  He  declared 
that  the  league  would  not  be  conducted 
for  profit,  but  would  be  humanitarian  in 
its  aims.  The  other  incorporators  are 
John  J.  Peckham  and  Walter  Jones. 

—         •o» 

There's  a  Reason. 

Up  In  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  where  the 
fellow  that  Collier's  Weekly  bumped  to 
the  tune  of  $60,000  for  libel  resides,  they 
have  a  police  department  Bald  depart- 
-^'ent  prodneed  the  following  statistics: 


"In  1910  there  were  344  arrests  for 
drunkenness;  that  during  1909,  the  last 
'wet'  year,  there  were  scores  less  arrested 
for  the  same  cause.  February  had  73 
arrests,  33  of  which  were  for  drunkenness, 
while  in  February,  1909,  when  Battle 
Creek  was  'wet,'  there  were  only  45  ar- 
rests, of  which  only  18  were  for  drunkpn- 
ness." 

Judging  from  the  foregoing,  "Post's" 
town  shows  more  hilarity  under  a  non- 
booze  regime  than  it  did  when  it  was  al- 
lowed to  suit  itself  in  the  matter  of  thirst 
quenching. — The  Mixer  and  Server. 

Opposed  to  Labor. 

It  is  high  time  that  the  Order  of  Rail- 
way Conductors  found  out  where  they 
stand  in  regard  to  the  organized  labor 
movement  in  the  Dominion,  and  define 
that  position  clear!7. 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  an  account  of 
the  appearance  of  their  Ottawa  represen- 
tative before  the  Senate  committee  in  op- 
position to  'a  measure  which  has  been 
unanimously  passed  on  at  two  or  three 
sessions  of  the  Trades  and  Labor  Congress, 
and  which  on  its  very  face  commends 
itself  as  a  reasonable  proposition. 

In  asking  the  Senate  committee  to 
throw  out  the  bill,  in  which  he  was  sup- 
ported by  every  railway  lawyer  and  lob- 
byist, Mr.  Hall  said  that  the  request  for 
a  fortnightly  instead  of  a  monthly  pay 
day,  emanates  from  improvident  people, 
such  as  have  no  money  in  the  morning 
if  paid  over  night 

Mr.  Hall  has  achieved  the  distinction 
of  being  the  only  man  who  has  made  a 
Senate  committee  protest  that  his  attack 
was  an  insult  to  Canadian  labor. 

This  is  not  an  exceptional  or  isolated 
instance  of  the  position  which  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Conductors  takes  at  Ot- 
tawa. For  the  past  ten  years  his  activi- 
ties have  generally  been  exerted  in  the 
same  direction. 

We  ought  to  hear  from  the  Conductors 
definitely  on  this  matter.  Patience  on  the 
part  of  the  Trades  Congress  executive  and 
delegations  which  have  occasion  to  ap- 
pear at  Ottawa  hat  eaased  tp  be  a  vir- 
tue. ^  T 
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Wisdom  from  a  Contemporary. 

We  are  told  that  before  water  generates 
steam  it  must  register  two  hundred  and 
twelve  degrees  of  heat.  Two  hundred 
degrees  will  not  do  it,  two  hundred  and 
ten  will  not  do  it 

A  lukewarm  union  member  will  not  do. 
Unionism  demands  enthusiasm.  It  de- 
mands a  high  register  of  enthusiasm. 

Labor  is  a  struggle  it  has  much 
against  it.  It  requires  force  to  move  it 
onward  and  upward,  says  an  exchange. 

The  working  man  who  is  willing  to  "let 
well  enough  alone"  will  never  get  along 
very  welL 

Indeed,  labor  is  ever  very  far  from  the 
"well  enough"  stage. 

Work  icr  no  disgrace,  but  he  is  not  a 
high  type  of  a  man  who  has  no  higher  aim 
than  what  he  has  attained. 

The  worker  who  can  see  no  need  of  ef- 
fort on  his  part  is  as  blindly  selfish  as  the 
rich  man  who  66^  not  see  his  duty  to 
mankind. 

Millions  in  this  country  are  out  of  work. 
Isn't  there  something  in  this  fact  to  en- 
list the  attention  of  the  more  fortunate 
who  labor  for  a  living? 

Millions  are  hungry  in  this  land  of  plen- 
ty. Can  the  man  who  has  a  job  that 
keeps  the  wolf  from  the  door  be  aware  of 
the  fact  and  satisfy  himself  with  the  mot- 
to, "Leave  well  enough  alone?" 

Millions  are  working  for  less  than 
enough  to  secure  the  bare  necessaries  of 
life.  These  cannot  fight  the  battle  for  ex- 
istence alone.  They  cannot  look  for  relief 
to  their  employers,  or  to  the  well-to-do 
business  men«  or  to  the  men  of  capital.  If 
the  worker  does  not  help,  then  they  are 
hopelessly  helpless. 

The  strength  of  the  union  lies  in  its 
aggressiveness.  It  has  no  place  for  the 
feather-bed  soldier. 

The  union  member  must  be  a  live  one. 
He  must  at  least  be  at  the  steam-generat- 
ing point  He  must  be  eternally  vigilant, 
ever  agitating  his  principles.. — I,  B.  T.  C. 
H.  ft  H.  Magazine, 

•  <y 

Harriet:     "Give's  a  ticket" 

Ticket  Clerk:     "What  Station?" 
Harriet:    "What  Stations  'ave  yer  got!" 


WITH  THE  OTHER  CRAFTS. 


Tailors  of  Logansport,  Ind.,  have  se- 
cured increase. 

Stove  Mounters  have  secured  increases 
in  several  localities. 

Stove  Molders  at  Spring  City,  Pa.,  ob- 
tained increase  of  5  per  cent 

Cement  Workers  have  just  organized  in 
Medford,  Ore.,  and  Delta,  Colo. 

Stonemasons  and  Painters  of  Kankakee. 
111.,  have  secured  an  increase  in  wages. 

The  painters  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  after  a  five 
weeks'  strike,  secured  an  increase  of  20, 
cents  per  day. 

Electrical  Workers  and  Painters  of  Ba- 
kersfleld,  Cal.,  have  secured  an  increase 
of  50  cents  per  day. 

Electricians  of  White  Plains,  N.  Y., 
have  Just  secured  a  raise  in  wages  of 
25  cents  per  day. 

At  Pittsburg,  Kansas,  carpenters  se< 
cured  an  increase  in  wages  from  37H  to 
42%  cents  per  hour. 

At  Lorain,  O.,  stationary  engineers  se- 
cured an  increase  in  the  municipal  water 
plant  of  |5  per  month. 

Painters  and  Cement  Workers  of  Sacra- 
mento, Cal.,  have  obtained  increase  of  50 
cents  per  day  without  strike. 

Garment  Workers  of  Alton,  111.,  re- 
cently organized  and  secured  eight-hour 
day  and  standard  wage  scale. 

Printers  at  Grand  Porks,  N.  D.,  secured 
an  increase  of  $1.50  per  week,  and  the 
pressmen  obtained  same  increase. 

At  Reading,  Pa.,  brewery  workers  got 
increase  of  $1  per  week.  Engineers  and 
firemen  also  secured  |1  increase  and 
eight-hour  day. 
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The  machinists  in  the  contract  shops  of 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  have  secured  an  increase 
of  3  cents  per  hour. 

The  Lathers  of  St  Charles,  111.,  Macon, 
Ga.,  Hinsdale,  fll.,  and  Twin  Falls,  Idaho, 
have  recently  formed  local  unions. 

Carpenters  of  Bakersfleld,  Cal.,  secured 
a  a  agreement  without  friction  increasing 
their  wages  from  |4  to  $4.50  per  decy. 

Carpenters  at  Yicksburg,  M4&B.,  suc- 
cessfully withstood  the  effort  to  redMce 
wages,  and  are  again  at  work  at  the  union 
scale. 

Twelve  unions  of  Journeymen  Tailors 
have  secured  an  increase  of  10  per  cent, 
and  a  new  local  organized  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

At  Baltimore,  Md.,  the  machinists  have 
Just  executed  an  agreement  with  the 
Crown  Cork  and  Seal  Company  calling  for 
a  26  cents  per  day  increase. 

According  to  the  Labor  Cfazetie,  issued 
by  the  department  of  labor  in  Canada 
employment  is  on  the  increase  and  scales 
of  wages  in  many  crafts  are  increasing. 

The  Iowa  Central  Railway  has  Just 
signed  an  agreement  with  the  machinists 
and  other  federated  shop  mechanics  which 
carries  an  increase  of  1%  cents  per  hour. 

The  first  eight-hour  day  ever  granted 
by  a  railway  corporation  to  its  mechan- 
ical department  employes  was  conceded  by 
the  Denver  ft  Rio  Grande  Railway  re- 
cently. 

If  there  were  no  dissatisfaction  in  our 
unions  those  in  command  would  probably 
absorb  the  impression  that  they  were  in- 
vincible, imperial,  perfect.  A  good,  sen- 
sible, wholesome  kicker  in  a  local  is  one 
of  the  best  guardians  that  the  assets  of  any 
union  can  show,  and  is  a  guarantee 
against  running  amuck  or  doing  things 
that  should  be  left  undone. 


Work  of  a  Safety  Commission. 


The  North  Western's  management  is 
not  missing  any  chance  to  remind  officers 
and  employes  of  their  duty  in  respect  to 
the  promotion  of  safety.  One  of  the  novel 
plans  that  have  been  adopted  on  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  central  safety  com- 
mittee is  that  of  pasting  slips  regarding 
the  matter  of  safety  on  the  pay  checks 
of  employes  and  certain  officers.  The  fol- 
fowing  slips  are  to  be  pasted  on  the 
checks  of  assistant  superintendents,  divi- 
sion engineers,  trainmasters,  train  de- 
spatchers,  agents,  yard  masters,  road- 
masters,  conductors,  engineers,  signal 
men  and  foremen  of  all  classes,  inspectors 
of  all  classes,  including  engine  and  car 
Inspectors: 

Tou  are  responilble   for   the  safety  of 
others  as  well  as  yourself. 

Exercise  of  care  to  prevent  accidents  Is  a 

duty  which  you  owe  to  yourself 

and  your  fellow  employeea 

The  following  are  to  be  put  on  the 
checks  of  brakemen,  firemen,  switch  tend- 
ers, gatemen,  flagmen  and  telegraph  op- 
erators: 

In  case  of  doubt,  adopt  the  safe  course. 

Speed  must  always  five  way  to 

safety. 

Hemember  that  it  is  better  to  cause  delay 
than  it  is  to  cause  an  accident 

The  following  are  to  be  put  on  the 
checks  of  clerks,  helpers  and  laborers  of 
all  classes  of  stations: 

Remember  that  it  takes  less  time  to  learn 

to  do  a  thins  right  than  It  does  to 

explain  why  you  did  it   wrong. 

The  following  are  to  be  put  on  the 
checks  of  track  men,  car  and  engine  re- 
pairers and  carpenters,  and  all  other  em- 
ployes: 

In  twelve  months  16^  men  were  Injured  by  step- 
ping on  nails  projecting  from  boards  and  cleats 
taken  from  cars  and  thrown  on  the  ground 
close    to    the    track.      Why    not    pile    the 
boards    and    cleats    six    feet    from    the 
rails  with  the  nails  down  and  save 
such    injuries?      If    you    don't    do 
this,  you  may  be  the  next  victlok. 

A  banner  will  be  given  at  the  end  of 
each  six  months  to  the  diviaion  which 
during  that  period  has  made  the  best 
record  in  keeping  down  accidents.  In 
conferring  the  banner  consideration  will 
be  given  to  the  density  of  traffic  and  all 
other  factors  that  tend  to  affect  the  total 
number  of  accidents.— /totJrood  Men. 
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Read  This  to  Your  Boy. 

Remember,  my  son,  you  have  to  work. 
Whether  you  handle  a  pen,  a  pick,  a 
wheelbarrow,  or  a  set  of  books,  dig 
ditches  or  edit  a  newspaper,  ring  an 
auction  bell  or  write  funny  things,  you 
must  work.  If  you  look  around,  you 
will  see  that  the  men  who  are  the  most 
able  to  live  the  rest  of  their  days  with- 
out work  are  the  men  who  work  the  hard- 
est 

Do  not  be  afraid  to  kill  yourself  with 
overwork— it  is  beyond  your  power  to  do 
that  beyond  the  sunny  side  of  30.  They 
die  sometimes,  but  it  is  because  they  quit 
work  at  6:00  p.  m.,  and  don't  get  home 
till  2:00  a.  m.  It  is  the  interval  that 
kills,  my  son. 

Work  gives  you  an  appetite  for  your 
meals;  It  lends  solidity  to  your  slumbers; 
it  gives  you  a  perfect  and  graceful  ap- 
preciation of  a  holiday. 

There  are  men  who  do  not  work;  but 
the  world  is  not  proud  of  them.  It  does 
not  know  their  names,  even;  and  it  sim- 
ply speaks  of  them  as  So-and-So's  boys. 
Nobody  likes  them;  the  great  busy  world 
doesn't  know  they  are  there. 

So  find  what  you  want  to  be  and  take 
off  your  coat  and  make  a  dust  in  the 
world.  The  busier  you  are  the  less  harm 
you  will  be  apt  to  get  into,  the  sweeter 
will  be  your  slumbers,  the  brighter  and 
happier  your  holidays,  and  the  better  sat- 
isfied the  world  will  be  with  you. — Erie 
Employes*  Magazine. 


At  Rock  Island,  111.,  the  painters  se- 
cured 7  cents  per  hour  increase,  carpent- 
ers 5  cents  per  hour;  bricklayers  10  cents 
per  hour;  plumbers  obtained  Saturday 
half  holiday,  and  the  hoisting  engineers 
secured  increase  of  16  cents  per  hour  and 
eight-hour  day. 

The  Santa  Fe  Road  is  trying  a  novel 
experiment  It  has  provided  75.000  em- 
ployees with  buttons  on  which  appears 
the  legend:  "Get  the  safety  habit"  When 
A  man  goes  on  duty  he  puts  his  button 
on  hit  coat  It  is  a  constant  reminder  to 
MmsM  and  his  fellow  workers  to  ex- 


ercise utmost  care.  It  is  claimed  that  a 
trial  of  sixty  days  has  shown  a  reduction 
of  over  10  per  cent  in  accidents. 

•  o* 

A   Foolish  Question. 

A  physiologist  came  upon  a  hard-work- 
ing Irishman  toiling,  bareheaded,  in  the 
street 

"Don't  you  know,*'  said  the  physiolo- 
gist "that  to  work  in  the  hot  sun  with- 
out a  hat  is  bad  for  the  brain?" 

"D'ye  think,"  asked  the  Irishman,  "that 
Oi'd  be  on  this  job  if  Oi  had  enny  brains?" 

An  Irishman  had  received  a  job  as 
brakeman  on  a  railroad  in  a  mountainous 
section  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  to  be 
paid  a  certain  amount  per  mile  as  wages. 
On  one  of  the  first  trips  the  engineer  lost 
control  of  his  train  and  at  a  dangerous 
rate  it  went  speeding  down  the  steep 
gradients.  Suddenly  the  conductor  saw 
his  companion,  who  had  been  clinging  to 
the  running  board  for  dear  life,  make  a 
move  as  though  to  rise,  and  fearful  that 
he  Intended  to  jump,  the  conductor  yelled: 

"Don't  jump!    You'll  be  killed!" 

The  greenhorn  shouted  back: 

"An*  do  you  think  I'm  fool  enough  to 
jump  when  Oi'm  making  money  as  fast  as 
01  am  now?"--flft.  Louis  Mirror. 

•  o^  ■ 

A   Polygamous  Director. 

One  of  a  party  left  his  comer  seat  in 
an  already  crowded  railway  car  to  go  in 
search  of  something  to  eat,  leaving  a  rug 
to  reserve  his  place.  Returning  he  found 
that,  in  spite  of  the  rug  and  the  protests 
of  his  fellow  passengers,  the  seat  had 
been  usurped  by  a  well-dressed  woman. 
With  flashing  eyes  she  turned  upon  him: 

"Do  you  know,  sir,  that  I  am  one  of 
the  directors'  wives?" 

"Madam,"  he  replied,  "were  you  the  di- 
rector's only  wife  I  should  still  protest." 
—Chicago  Socialist. 

•  cy 

What  Did  Her  Good. 

Mrs.  Lysander  John  Appleton  recently 
went  to  church,  and  when  she  left  it  was 
with  a  glorified,  exalted  look,  as  if  some 
secret  happiness  possessed  her.    "Did  you 
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hear  something  that  made  you  feel  good?" 
her  family  inquired.  "No/'  she  said,  "I 
am  glad  I  went  becai^Be  I  saw  so  many 
women  with  wads  of  hair  smaller  than 
mlne."—Mchison  Globe, 

Youthful  Strategy. 

Mr.  Slimson— Willie,  didn't  you  go  to 
the  trunkmaker's  yesterday  and  tell  him 
to  send  around  the  trunk  I  ordered? 

WUlie— Yes,  pa. 

Mr.  Slimson-— Well,  here  is  the  trunk, 
but  no  strap. 

Willie— Yes,  pa;  but  I  told  him  I 
thought  you  hadn't  better  hare  any  strap. 
—Sacred  Heart  Review. 

Hard  to  Please. 

"What  is  Bliggin's  grievance  against 
the  railroad  company?"  "He  has  two 
grievances;  one  is  that  some  of  the  trains 
don't  stop  at  his  station,  and  the  other 
that  after  he  gets  on  board  the  train 
loses  time  by  stopping  at  other  stations." 
—Washington  Star. 

»o» 


His  Training. 

"My  husband  is  Just  awful  when  he 
wants  to  find  anything.  You  never  saw 
a  man  throw  clothes  around  the  way  he 
does?" 
"Where  did  he  learn  to  be  untidy?" 
"Why,  he  was  in  the  New  York  custom 
house  for  four  years." — Cleveland  PUUn 
Dealer. 

•  o* 
Handing  It  Back. 

"You  should  have  saved  your  money." 
said  the  Business  Man,  "and  you  wouldn't 
be  looking  for  a  job  today." 

"And  if  I  had  saved  it,"  answered  the 
Working  Man,  "you  would  be  looking  for 
a  Job  today." 

»o» 

Careful 

Hotel  Clerk — Just  sign  your  nama 
please.  The  other  guests  would  like  to 
register. 

"Don't  you  try  to  hurry  me,  young  man. 
I  don't  never  sign  nothin'  that  I  ain't 
-ead  capefully."— Life. 


No  Help  Needed. 

A  little  miss  of  five  years,  who  had  been 
allowed  to  stay  up  for  an  evening  party, 
was  told  about  8:30  to  go  to  bed.  Very, 
very  slowly  she  moved  toward  the  ittair. 
An  aunt,  seeing  her  reluctant,  asked: 
"Helen,  can  I  do  anything  to  help  you?" 
"No,"  replied  Helen,  "I  will  get  there 
altogether  too  soon  as  it  is." 

When  a  man  goes  out  to  buy  a  collar 
he  comes  back  with  a  collar  and  perhaps 
a  necktie  or  two.  When  a  woman  starts 
out  to  buy  a  collar  she  returns  exhausted 
with  a  new  silk  waist,  a  pair  of  gloves, 
some  skirt  binding,  a  cake  of  soap,  a 
paper  of  pins,  some  window  curtains,  a 
sewing  machine  and  a  refrigerator.-^ 
Mark  Twain  in  Tom  Wood*8  Magazine, 

•  o»        — 

"Is  tight  lacing,  unwise?"  a  teacher 
asked  a  young  lady  in  a  physiology  les- 
son. 

"Yes,  it  is  very,  very  unwise,"  was  the 
reply. 

"Why  is  it  unwise?"  the  teacher  pur- 
sued. 

"Because  it  busts  the  corset,"  said  the 
young  lady. — Exchange. 

•  o« 

"You  girls  are  beyond  me,"  said  the 
father  as  he  tied  the  ribbon  of  his  daught- 
er's shoe.  "Why  don't  you  wear  button 
shoes  that  won't  come  unfastened,  instead 
of  these  confounded  things  that  are  untied 
half  the  Ume?" 

"Because,  papa,"  said  Gladys  sweetly, 
"I'd  rather  have  a  bow  than  get  the  hook." 
— Harper*s  Weekly. 

•  <y 

Teacher  (to  new  scholar) — How  does  it 

happen  that  your  name  is  Allen  and  your 
mother's  name  is  Brown? 

Little  Lad  (after  a  moment's  thought) 
— ^Well,  you  see,  it's  this  way.    She  mar- 
ried again  and  I  didn't 
•  o* 

"You  want  more  money?  Why,  my  boy. 
I  worked  three  years  for  111  a  month 
right  in  this  establishment,  and  now  Tm 
owner  of  it" 

"Well,  you  see  what  happened  to  your 
boss.  No  man  who  treats  his  help  tbat 
way  can  hang  onto  his  business.— (J^ 
zedbyGoOQie 
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NOTICE    OF    REGULAR    ASSESSMENT    NO.    174, 
DUE    JUINE    1,    1911 


OFFICE  OF  GRAND  LODGE, 
Vanol  Building, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  June  1,  191L 


In  accordance  with  Section  1,  Arti- 
cle XIV,  of  the  Constitution,  Regular 
Assessment  No,  174  is  due  June  1, 
1911,  payable  not  later  than  July  .S, 
1911.  All  who  were  members  of  the 
Insurance  Department  prior  to  June  S, 
1911,  are  required  to  pay  this  assess- 
ment on  or  before  July  5,  1911. 


The  following  rates  will  apply  from  January  1,  1909.  All  certificates  issued 
prior  to  January  1,  1909,  will  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  at  the  same  rates 
as  heretofore. 


On   1250  Certificates. 

From  18  to  21  years  of  age  25  cents. 


21  "  25   ' 

"  30 

25  "  30  ' 

"  35 

30  "  35   ' 

"  40 

35  "  40  ' 

"  45 

40  "  45   ' 

"  50 

45  "  50  ' 

"  55 

50  "  55   • 

"  60 

On   1500   Certificates. 

From  18  to  35  years  of  age  50  cents 

*'      35  "  40      "  "60      " 

"      40  "  45      "  *'    75      " 

''    45  "  50      ''  "    $1.00 

On  11.000  Certificates. 

Fiom  18  to  35  years  of  age $1.00 

"      35  "  40     "        "       1.25 

"     40  "  45      "        "       1.50 


Fraternally  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 


'^GranoSec.-Treas. 
MaKe  all  Moaey  Orders  and  Drafts  payable  to  SAMUEL  J.  PFCG 
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Have  You  Won  a  Premium  Yet? 
If  Not,  Why? 

We  are  offering  you  an  excellent 
opportunity.  We  want  to  increase  our 
subscription  list  and  will  pay  you  to 
help  us  do  so. 

Premium  No.  1  is  the  choice  of  a 
Pigskin  Card  Case,  or  a  Brothcrliood 
Fob,  or  a  copy  of  Back- 
bone, a  Bouncer  for  the 
Blues,  for  only  two  sub- 
scribers; or  we  will  send 
a  copy,  postpaid,  on  re- 
ceipt of  50  cents.  Every 
one  who  reads  Backbone 
pronounces  it  one  of  the 
very  best  books  they  have  ever  read. 
A  copy  of  Loveil's  Practical  Switcli 
Work  will  be  given  free  for  three 
subscribers,  or  we  will  give  you  a 
Solid  Gold  Emblem  Button  for  four 
subscribers,  or  a  John  T.  Wilson  Em- 
blem, with  your  name  engraved  on  it, 
for  twelve  subscribers. 

On  this  page,  you  will  fliul  an  advertlseuieiit  of 
the  Lanirhlin  Pen.  I  am  tiKing  one  myself,  and  it 
is  an  excellent  article  and  lias  given  me  every  satin- 
faction,  being  used  constantly  from  eight  to  twelve 
hours  each  day  on  all  kinds  of  paper.  They  are 
well  worth  the  money.  Try  one.  Or  we  will  give 
you  your  choice  of  pens  advertised  for  four  new 
subscribers. 


ROBERTS'  RULES  OF  ORDER 

having  been  re-adopted  by  our 
Boston  Convention  to  govern  the 
Parliamentary  Practices  of  our 
Brotlierhood,  a  supply  lias  been 
obtained  at  headquarters,  wliich 
will  be  furnished  to  our  nienil)ers 
upon   the    receipt   of   the   price  of 

75JENTS  FOR  E^H  JOPY. 

(If  registered,  10  cents  extra. ) 

Each  Subordinate  Lodge  sliould 
have   at  least  one   or  two  copies. 

Address  all  Orders  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PE66,  Secretary-Treasurer, 

3900  OLIVE  STREET.  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 


LAUQHLIN 

Fonntain  Pen 


America's  most 
popular  and  widely 
known  Fountain 
Pen. 

Style  shown  on  left 
mounted  with  81  er- 
Unv  Silver  Filigree: 
style  on  right.  Pearl 
mounted  with  two 
handsome  gold 
bands,  Slse  and  Style 
SlmUar  to  Cut. 

Either  of  t  h  e  s  6 
patterns  will  make  a 
B  p  1  e  ndid  practical, 
useful  present  for 
LAdy  or  Gentleman 
for  any  occasion. 

Your   choice   of 


THESE  TWO 

POPUUR 

STYLES 


$ 


Only 


Pott  paid  to  any  addrett 

By  Insured  mall  5 
cents  extra. 

Every  pen  gunraa- 
teed  fall  14  Kt.  solid 
gold,  and  satisfac- 
tory in  every  partic- 
ular. 

Try   the    pen    » 

week;  if  you  do  not 
And  it  as  represent- 
ed, a  better  value 
than  you  can  secure 
for  double  our  price 
in  any  other  make, 
return  it  and  we  will 
refund  your  money. 
In  ordering,  state 
whether  fine,  me- 
dium or  coarse  point 
is  desired. 

Bewmre  of  Imlfa- 
tions,  insist  upon 
getting  the  Oenolnn 
Lauirfailn*  advertised 
pen.  If  your  denier 
will  not  supply  you. 
refuse  the  snbstitnte 
and  order  direct 
from  us. 

Give  UB  the  name 
of  your  dealer  that 
you  asked  to  show 
you  a  Lnnarhlin  pen. 
and  for  this  courtesy 
we  will  send  you 
free  of  charge  one  of 
our  new  safety 
pocket  fountain  pen 
holders.     Address 


UflgUiii  Hff.  Co. 

7790rlswoldSt. 
OBTROnr.  MICH. 
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The  Brotherhood  Badge. 

The  multiple  badge  illustrated   in  an 
exact  reproduction  of  the  badge  adopted 
waeOr  Nn  eans,  and  is  made  up  of  satin- 
faced,  gros-grain,  tri-colored  ribbon  with 
lettering^in  gold  leaf  on  one  side,  which 
is  used  for  parade  purposes.  The  reverse 
side  is  black  with  silver  letters,      nd  is 
used  for  funeral  purposes ;  edges  trimmed 
in  best  gold  fringe  and  the  bottom  with 
gold  bullion.    The  metallic   portion  can 
be  detached  from  the  ribbon   and  used 
for  Lodge  purposes,  thus  giving  a  badge 
for  all    occasions.     The  metal  is  silver 
oxidized;  the  lettering  on  metal  parts  is 
black  or  white  celluloid,  and  is  a  hand- 
some and  attractive  badge  in  every  re- 
spect.   On  the  top  title  bar  is  name  and 
number  of  lodge  and  on  the  lower  bar 
name  of  officer  or  member,   while   the 
medallion  shows  the  emblem  fo  the  Or- 
ganization in  colors  on  celluloid. 

The  price  of  these  badges  is  for  set  of 
ten  officers'  badges  |7;  members'  badges 
75  cents  each  singly,  or  $8.40  per  dozen, 
when  ordered  in  dozen  lots.  Address  all 
orders  to  Samuel  J.  Pego, 

^__^__    Vanol  Bldg..  St.  Louis  Mo. 


THIS  U  ao  ILLUSTRATIOR 

OF  OUR 

NEW  FOB 

%  SIZE. 

The  Medallion  is 
oxidized  silver  finish 
with  the  handcar  ex- 
ecuted in  colors  on 
celluloid.  The  strap 
is  calf  especially 
prepared  for  f  o  b  - 
straps.    The  price  is 

40<:  Each 

or  14.00  per  dozen  by 
registered  mail. 
Address  all  orders  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PE66, 

Secy.-Treas. 

Vanol  BldfiT.,  8900 Olive  St.. 

St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Canadian    members 
SOc  each  prepaid. 
Address  orders  to 
W.  H.   NOYES, 

86  Wright  Ave. 
Toronto,  Can. 
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TH15  FINE  aOLD  FILLED  WATCH 

either  open  face  or  cloneil  oaHe,  warraiitecl  to  wear 
10  years,  fitted  with  a  Standard  Movenieut,  guaran- 
teed to  keep  good  time.  Sent  to  you  prepaid  for  $4.95. 
Try  it,  test  it  and  if  not  satisfactory  return  it  and  we 
will  refund  your  money.  Write  for  our  Bargain  List. 

O.  R.  THURSTON  5UPPLY  CO., 
G21  Benoist  Bldg.  8t.  Ixiuis.  Mo. 


A  Brotherhood  Emblem. 


The  above  cut  is  of  a  solid  gold  em- 
blem designed  and  used  entirely  by  our 
late  lamented  President  John  T.  Wilson. 
The  bar  and  pendant  are  of  solid  gold, 
the  pendant  faced  with  beautiful  white, 
hard  enamel ;  on  the  bar  the  name  of  own- 
er is  engraved,  making  the  emblem  a 
very  neat  and  attractive  one.  We  have 
purchased  a  quantity  of  them  and  can 
now  supply  them  delivered  at  any  post- 
office  in  Canada  or  the  United  States  by 
registered  mail  for  |3.25  each,  the  Cana- 
dian purchaser  to  pay  customs  charges, 
which  is  not  included.  Address  all  or- 
ders to  Samuel  J.  Pego. 
Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


PRICE  LIST  OF  SUPPLIES. 


The   Following    Supplies    Will     Be     Furnished  at  Prices 
Given  Below»  Express  or  Postage  Charges  Extra. 


Ijetter  Heaa«,  (per  1000)  f 

Knvelopoa,  Hiiiall  with  return  card  on  corner 

Envelopes,  large      "  

Rituals,  <to  subordinate  lodges  only)  eaoh  — 
Ode  Cards  (to  8ul>ordinate  lodges  only)  earli. . 

Secretaries  Receipt  Pads,  2  pads 

Personal  Cards,  per  100 

Ijodge  Record  Books,  eacli 

Ijodge  Seals 

Charges  on  the  PoLiiOWiNG  Prepaid. 

Officers  badges,  (set  of  10) 

Member  badges,  (each) 

Member  badges,  (per  dozen) 


3.00 

2.00 

2.50 

IS 

2 

25 
1.00 
1.00 


r.oo 

75 
).40 


John  T.  Wilson  emblem,  (solid  gold)  each. . .  .f  3.23 

Solid  Gold  emblem  (lapel  button)  each 1.35 

Solid  Qold  Button,  per  dozen IS.OI 

Rolled  Gold  Emblem  (lapel  button) 73 

Rolled  Gold  Emblem  (lapel  button)  per  dor. .  8.00 

Brotherhood  Watch  Fob.  each 40 

Brotherhood  Watch  Fob.  per  dox 4.00 

Pig  Skin  Card  Cases,  double  pocket,  each 40 

Pig  Skin  Card  Cases,  double  pocket,  dozen ...  4.01 
Lovell's  Practical  Switch  Work  to  members 

Each 75 

Lovell's  Practical  Switch  Work,  to  non-mem- 
bers, each l.fO 


On  Canadian  orders  customs  duty  must  be  added  to  above  prices. 

Address  all  orders  for  printing  and  supplies  to 

S.J.  PEQQ, 

Grand  Secretary-Treasurer, 
3900  Olive  St.,  St.  Uouls,  Mo. 
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One  of  the  most  interesting  of  our  present-day 
writers  has  said  that  the  symbol  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century  is  a  steam  engine  running  upon  a  rail- 
way. Study  carefully  the  little  picture  above, 
and  think  of  the  marvelous  changes  that  only  a 
few  years  have  brought.  The  whole  story  of 
Rapid  Transit,  from  the  da)rs  of  the  mail-coach 
down  to  the  latest  experiments  with  electric 
power,  is  told  in  the  most  £sscinating  manner. 

Use  yoor  houn  of  Uiawrm  to  storo  your  ndsd  witk  dbo 
•rranaod  hw  oamont  idontUtt  and  sebolan.    Tboto 


tolUas  you  Im  a  pUadnf  conwmHmldamml  ■ 


rwhatthoT 


with  a  wealth  of  quaint  and  curious  illustration*, 
in  that  splendid  work  "Thm  Library  of  VoIuMm 
Knowimdg;  "  which  is  truly  a  royal  road  throoih 
the  iairyland  of  modern  science*  *^he  Story  of 
Rapid  Transit"  is  only  one  of  25  volumes,  each 
7fi  z  5)1^  inches,  and  each  containing  200  or 
more  pages,  with  not  a  line  of  dry  reading  in  the 
whole  LIBRARY.  You  can  appreciate  the  value 
of  these  books  at  a  glance. 

iaforaMlieo  tkat  ■•  koro  pat  boloro  you  —  atfiod,  MrtM)* 
MH  owko  yott  imml  m  if  tkoy  woro  yoor  iatimato  friMdi. 
know  about  tkoir  rabjodt. 


OUR  OFFER  TO  RMILROAO  MEMs 


To  show  how  willing  we  afe  tc  tfiist' railroad  m^— and  how  perfectly 
confident  that  they  will  find  these  books  of  such  interest,  that,  once  they  see 
them,  they  will  never  part  wiih  them  —we  offer  to  send  any  8ubscnt>er  to  this 
periodical  a  complete  set  (2S  vols.)  of  "Tbo  Library  of  Vahiablo  Kaowlodco," 
all  charges  paid,  for  a  five-day  examination.  Look  ovur  the  books  carefully, 
the  volume  oo  Rapid  Transit  and  the  others.  Satisfy  yourselves  that  notning 
just  like  this  has  ever  been  done  before.  Then  when  you  have  decided  to 
accept  the  volumes,  send  us  $1.00 down  and  retain  the  books.  The  balance 
of  the  purchase  price  may  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  12.00  per  month.  We  are 
very  glad  to  be  able  iO  offer  to  railroad  men  these  terms  of  easy  payment, 
which  we  are  sure  will  prove  a  big  inducement  in  connection  with  the  pur- 
chase of  the  LIBRARY.  Our  Special  Introductory  Price  is  only  $23.50.  and 
this,  combined  with  our  system  of  partial  payments,  will  place  these  books 
easily  within  your  reach.  We  cannot  guarantee  to  maintain  thrs  low  price, 
and  urge  you  to  send  in  the  coupon  with  your  request  at  once.  If  the  t>ooks 
do  not  satisfy  you,  ther  may  be  returned  at  our  expense. 

Lmi  Urn  Homr  From  You  NOWi 

Read,  fill  ov\  and  forward  the  coupon  today,  but  send  no  monev  with  It 
We  ask  for  no  deposit  and  you  need  not  forward  your  dollar  until  you  nave 
seen  the  books,  thoroughly  exammcd  them,  and  satisfied  yourself  that  they 
are  exactly  as  we  represent  in  every  respect.  This  coupon  will  bring  you  the 
lull  set  of  25  volanies  in  rich,  half  leather  binding,  with  black  leather  backs 
and  linen  buckram  sides.  This  sp<'cial  offer  to  railroad  men  and  their  friends 
;nay  be  withdrawn  at  any  time,  as  these  sets  are  rapidly  being  taken.  Do  not 
delay  or  postpone.    Let  us  hear  from  you  now. 


FREE! 

With  Fir9t 
JO  OrdorBl 


25 


In  order  to  encourage  prompt  response,  we 
offer  to  each  one  of  the  first  ten  who  order 
"The  Library  of  ValBa6/e  Knowledge," 
a  set  of  Joel  Cook's  "Pen  Pictures  of  America." 
in  six  buckram  volumes,  with  a  total  of  nearly 
1800  pages,  and  describing  almost  every  place  of  scenic  or  his- 
torical imporunce  in  the  United  Sutes.  Write  now  and  secure 
one  of  these  splendid  premiums. 

The  Univcrsily  Society 
44^0  EL  23d  Street  New  York  City 
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EDITORIAL. 


At  the  sitting  of  the  Railway 
Commissioners  in  Ottawa  on  June 
7,  1911,  Mr.  Leonard,  general  super- 
intendent of  the  C.  P.  R.  made  the 
statement:  "That  the  policy  of  the 
C.  P.  R.  was  to  do  away  with  the 
section  force  as  at  present  constitu- 
ted and  do  the  work  on  the  sec- 
tions witl^  extra  gangs  or  by  con- 
tract and  make  the  section  foreman 
a  kind  of  trackwalker  or  supervi- 
sor." 

At  the  present  time  the  C.  P.  R. 
tracks  are,  in.  general,  in  good  con- 
dition, easy  riding  and  safe,  but  how 
long  will  they  remain  so  under  the 
new  order  of  long  sections  with 
extra  gangs  doing  the  work  former- 
ly done  by  men  who  have  grown  old 
in  the  service  remains  to  be  seen. 
These  men  have  given  the  best  years 
of  their  life  to  the  C.  P.  R.  and  are 
now  turned  adrift  to  seek  a  liveli- 
hood among  strangers?  Many  of 
these  men  would  soon  have  been 
eligible  for  a  pension,  under  the  com- 
pany's rules,  but  this,  of  course, 
could  not  have  had  any  bearing  on 
their  dismissal,  only  the  fact  that 
their  faithful  service  and  hard  work 
had  made  the  C.  P.  R.  what  it  is, 
safe   and    free   from    accident — has 


made  the  officials  bold  in  their  ef- 
forts to  keep  the  men  under  sub- 
jection. The  spleen  of  General  Man- 
ager McNicoll,  because  the  Concili- 
ation Board  recognized  the  value  of 
the  services  of  the  men  and  gave 
them  a  fair  award,  which  has  since 
been  accepted  and  adopted  by  the 
Ontario  Government  Railway  cheer- 
fully and  without  any  friction  and 
also  by  the  Canadian  Northern  Rail- 
way in  the  West,  this  award  is  the 
cause  of  all  these  changed  plans  of 
the  C.  P.  R. 

On  May  S,  1902,  over  the  signa- 
ture of  D.  McNicoll,  second  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of 
the  C.  P.  R.  the  following  classifica- 
tion was  made  of  a  section  gang: 

5%  going  to  and  from  wor^. 

5%  cleaning  up  around  the  sta- 
tion and  keeping  things  in  order  on 
the  section. 

20%  putting  in  ties. 

20%  track  walking,  handcar  in- 
spection  and   tightening  bolts. 

25%  surfacing  and  lining  track, 

10%  ditching  and  weeding. 

15%  miscellaneous  odd  jobs. 

Since  that  time,  however,  condi- 
tions have  changed  very  materially. 
On  the  C.  P.  R.  there  are  now  lar- 
ger and  heavier  trains  and  engines, 
the  rails  are  heavier  and  the  ties 
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closer  together.  It  is  true  there  are 
more  extra  gangs  this  year  than  ever 
before  in  the  history  of  the  C.  P. 
R.  on  the  Eastern  Division,  but 
many  of  these  gangs  are  composed 
of  illiterate  foreigners  who  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  work  they  are  to 
do  and  their  lack  of  knowledge  of 
the  language  spoken  here  makes  the 
effort  of  teaching  them  the  work 
most  difficult,  but  with  all  the  ex- 
tra gangs  now  employed,  the  actual 
responsibility  for  the  track  rests  on 
the  section  foreman  as  we  find  he 
must  go  over  the  same  ground  that 
the  extra  gang  has  worked  and 
sometimes  undo  part  of  the  work 
that  they  pretended  to  do.  The 
Italians,  Greeks  and  Polanders  have 
but  one  object  in  view;  the  accumu- 
lation of  $1000.00  in  as  quick  and 
easy  a  manner  as  they  can.  When 
they  secure  this,  they  return  to  the 
land  of  their  birth  with  the  future 
provided  for,  while  the  native  born 
Canadian  cannot  live  as  they  live 
and  must  either  seek  other  employ- 
ment in  Canada  or  else  migrate  to 
another  country  where  he  can  make 
a  living. 

Will  the  C.  P.  R.  maintain  these 
extra  gangs  during  the  winter 
months  when  the  snow  is  on  the 
ground?  Even  if  they  were  willing 
to  do  so,  they  could  not  get  some 
of  these  foreigners  to  work.  Conse- 
quently, the  natives  are  left  to  their 
own  resources. 

Now  just  imagine  a  foreman  and 
two  men  with  an  800  or  900  pound, 
handcar  loaded  with  a  24  pound  claw 
bar,  two  8  and  10  pound  spike  mauls, 
3  shovels  (10  pounds),  lining  bar 
(8  pounds),  adze  and  ax,  each  weigh- 
ing 4  pounds,  50  pounds  of  spikes 
and  two  to  three  hundred  pounds 
of  shimming  wood  trying  to  get  out 
over  an  eight  or  nine  mile  section 
with  only  a  slight  drift  of  snow. 
Many  days  this  would  be  utterly 
impossible  and  the  men  must  walk 
and  carry  their  tools  so  you  will  see 
the  hardships  that  a  foreman  has  to 


contend  with  and  even  if  he  had  two 
men  to  the  ijiile,  there  are  times 
when  he  could  not  properly  inspect 
his  section. 

The  railway  officials  are  willing, 
apparently,  to  take  chances  and  pay 
damages  when  an  accident  occurs, 
but  have  they  the  right  to  jeopardize 
the  lives  and  limbs  of  the  traveling 
public  any  more  than  I  would  have 
to  take  a  box  of  frozen  dynamite  and 
proceed  to  thaw  it  out  on  a  red  hot 
stove  in  the  city  of  Ottawa? 

Have  they  the  right,  even  though 
they  can  get  men  foolish  enough  to 
enslave  themselves  for  a  considera- 
tion to  make  slaves  of  our  Canadian 
citizens?  This  is  what  Mr.  McNicoU 
is  trying  to  do;  because  the  award 
of  the  Conciliation  Board  was  not 
to  his  liking,  he  is  driving  the  men 
who  have  given  the  best  years  of 
their  life  to  make  the  C.  P.  R.  one 
of  the  safest  and  best  paying  roads 
in  the  country  to  desperation  and 
strike  to  leave  their  work  and  little 
homes  they  have  made  for  them- 
selves by  years  of  their  hard  work. 
The  men  in  the  Maintenance  of 
Way  Department  of  the  C.  P.  R.  arc 
law  abiding  citizens. 

Our  members  on  the  C.  P.  R.  need 
not  be  discouraged  because  their 
Grand  Officers  failed  in  their  mis- 
sion to  Ottawa  June  7th.  Although 
the  gentlemen  on  the  Railway  Com- 
mission had  no  jurisdiction  in  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  track  depart- 
ment, they  realize  the  necessity  of 
being  granted  more  extended  power 
and  will  undoubtedly  do  what  they 
can  to  have  the  law  amended,  giving 
them  jurisdiction  over  this  import- 
ant branch  of  service.  In  their  ar- 
rogance, officials  have  abrogated  to 
themselves  powers  that  no  corpora- 
tion should  be  permitted  to  hold  in 
any   civilized   country. 

The  miserable  pittance  paid  to 
men  in  the  Maintenance  of  Way 
Department  has  driven  men  to  other 
trades  so  that  to-day  a  competent 
foreman  is  the  scarcest  article  in  the 
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labor  market,  and  the  companies  are 
compelled  to  lengthen  out  their  sec- 
tions beyond  the  limit  of  safety  or 
the  capacity  of  any  one  man  to  main- 
tain properly. 

It  is  time  that  the  Government 
stepped  in  and  amended  the  law, 
making  accident  unprofitable  or  lim- 
iting the  length  of  sections  to  the 
capacity  of  an  ordinary  man. 

There  are  thousands  of  men  em- 
ployed by  railway  companies  in  re- 
sponsible position  who  are  wholly 
incompetent  of  performing  the  du- 
ties of  the  position  they  fill.  Many 
of  them  are  booze  fighters  and  only 
secure  a  job  long  enough  to  make 
a  stake  when  they  travel  on  and 
booze  until  their  money  is  gone  then 
they  strike  another  job  without  be- 
ing at  all  particular  as  to  what  the 
job  is,  so  long  as  they  can  hold  it 
down  for  a  while  until  they  have 
earned  enough  for  another  drunk. 

An  extra  gang  may  do  the  work 
of  the  ordinary  section  gang  but  it 
is  not  responsible  for  the  condition 
of  the  track.  It  works  over  one 
section  and  is  moved  on  to  another 
while  the  section  foreman  is  respon- 
sible for  its  faulty  work,  often  n<jt 
half  done  but  skimmed  over  as 
quickly  as  possible  so  that  the  fore- 
man can  make  a  good  showing  to 
the  officials.  I  have  seen  the  spikes 
pulled  from  ties  that  had  been 
placed  in  the  track  and  surfaced  by 
an  extra  gang,  and  the  tie  taken 
out  and  we  found  that  no  tamping 
whatever  had  been  done  under  the 
center  of  the  tie  and  but  very  little 
even  under  the  edge.  Such  work 
as  this  can  never  stand  up  for  very 
long  and  consequently,  the  section 
men  have  to  make  good  the  work 
that  was  not  done  by  the  extra  gang. 
All  extra  gangs  are  not  like  this. 
Some  of  them  are  composed  of  regu- 
lar men  and  can  do  the  work  as  good 
as  a  section  gang,  but  to  do  the  work 
properly  a  man  must  be  trained  to 
it  and  realize  the  responsibility  that 
it  is  properly  done. 


REDRESS   OF   GRIEVANCES. 


Once  more  we  send  out  a  word  as 
to  the  above  subject.  To  redress  a 
grievance  which  seems  to  be  a  viola- 
tion of  a  schedule  or  agreement  in  ef- 
fect on  any  road,  note  instructions 
in  your  constitution  on  page  42,  sec- 
tion 11,  where  very  explicit  direc- 
tions are  given.  Each  month  some 
brother  who  considers  he  has  been 
treated  unfairly  writes  to  Grand 
President  asking  him  for  protection. 

Read  General  Instructions  on  pag- 
es 47-48,  especially  paragraph  lines 
2  to  8,  noting  carefully  lines  2  to 
14.  By  doing  so,  brothers  will  avoid 
delay  in  having  their  case  attended 
to,  as  the  answer  from  Grand  Lodge 
must  invariably  be  to  carry  out  the 
procedure  as  found  in  Constitution 
in  pages  indicated.  Where  a  man 
deems  himself  aggrieved  and  hastily 
resigns,  he  cuts  himself  off  from  any 
redress,  even  if  it  be  a  violation  of 
the  schedule,  as  redress  can  be  pro- 
cured for  employes  only,  as  they, 
and  they  alone,  are  entitled  to  any  of 
the  rights,  benefits  or  privileges  of 
the  schedule  and  by  the  act  of  re- 
signing one  puts  himself  out  of  the 
rank  of  employes.  The  proper  course 
is  to  protest  against  what  they  deem 
an  injustice,  but  go  ahead  and  do 
the  work  required,  thus  maintaining 
their  standing  as  employes  and  claim 
an  investigation.  Brothers,  study 
your  constitution  and  the  laws  gov- 
erning the  Protective  Department. 


-»<>-•- 


SAVE  A  NICKEL  A  DAY. 


Railway  employes  are  being  asked 
by  the  company  who  employs  them 
to  make  an  effort  to  save  a  nickel 
a  day  in  their  work.  In  no  depart- 
ment is  this  more  possible  than  in 
the  Maintenance  of  Way  Depart- 
ment. We  have  advocated  this 
among  our  people  for  years. 

A  few  broken  spikes  or  bolts  or 
pieces  of  iron  thatbi|^M(ft3  fallen  from 
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passing  trains,  picked  up  each  day 
and  put  in  the  scrap  box  instead  of 
buried  in  the  ballast  or  thrown  in 
the  ditch,  will  amount  to  many  dol- 
lars each  year. 

There  are  many  other  ways  of 
saving  a  nickel  a  day.  A  spike  plug 
in  a  tie  or  stick  of  timber  in  place 
of  a  hole  will  preserve  the  wood  from 
decaying.  Using  the  rough  stone 
irom  the  ballast  and  burying  them 
in  the  berm  instead  of  throwing 
them  down  the  dump  or  on  top  of 
<:uts  will  help  make  your  track  more 
solid.  A  broken  fence  wire  prompt- 
ly repaired  will  save  cattle  breaking 
through  and  perhaps  prevent  a  ser- 
ious accident  and  loss  of  life  or  prop- 
erty. A  small  obstruction  in  a  wa- 
ter course  or  current  if  removed 
to-day  may  prevent  a  washout  to- 
morrow; keeping  the  right-of-way 
clear  of  deiid  grass,  weeds  or  rub- 
bish may  prevent  a  fire  spreading 
on  adjoining  property  which  would 
cause  a  great  loss,  and  in  a  thous- 
and other  ways  a  wide  awake,  in- 
telligent trackman  can  save  not  on- 
ly one  but  many  nickels  each  day, 
and  it  is  as  much  your  duty  to  do 
this  as  it  is  to  see  that  your  rails 
are  properly  gauged,  lined  and  sur- 
faced. 


•  o^ 

Brother  Nicholas  Diegler  of  Sum- 
merfield,  111.,  whose  photo  appears 
on  this  page,  is  an  old  time  member 
of  the  organization  and  has  never 
been  delinquent  for  a  day  since  he 
joined.  Brother  Diegler  was  placed 
on  the  pension  list  of  the  B.  &  O. 
Ry.  on  March  14,  1911  with  an  al- 
lowance of  60  cents  per  day  and 
an  annual  pass  good  over  any  por- 
tion of  the  B.  &  O.  Ry.  Brother 
Diegler  was  employed  for  nearly 
thirty-seven  years  on  Section  No.  57 
B.  &  O.  Ry.  at  Sunimerfield,  111., 
never  moving  from  the  first  section 
on  which  he  had  been  employed. 

We  oflfer  our  sincere  congratula- 
tions to  Brother  Diegler  and  hope 
that  he  may  be  spared  for  many 
years  to  enjoy  his  pension,  and  we 


feel  assured  that  the  action  of  the 
management  of  the  B.  &  O.  Ry.,  in 
thus  rewarding  Brother  Diegler  for 
his  long,  faithful  service  must  have 
a  good  effect  on  every  employe  in 
the  Maintenance  of  Way     Depart- 


Bro.  Diegler,  Pensioner  of  B.  &  0.  Ry 

m'ent,  and  will  act  as  an  incentive 
for  them   to  give  the  best   service 
they  can  do,  being  assured  of  being 
taken  care  of  in  their  old  age. 
■     '       •o» 

There  is  nothing,  it  appears,  in  the 
present  Railway  Act  of  Canada  to 
prevent  the  companies  doing  just  as 
they  please  in  the  matter  of  length 
of  sections  or  number  of  men  em- 
ployed thereon. 

The  Canadian  Government  has 
passed  laws  for  the  guidance  of  its 
•Railway  Commissioners  and  to  gov- 
ern their  action.  The  locotnotivc, 
car  and  transportation  departments 
are  certainly  fully  covered,  but  not 
a  word  about  the  track  department — 
the  most  important  of  all,  for  with- 
out a  safe  track,  what  could  the 
other  departments  do? 

Railway  officials  who  appeared 
before  the  Commissioners  of  Otta- 
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wa,  resented  the  idea  that  the  Com- 
missioners should  have  any  author- 
ity or  jurisdiction  over  the  track  de- 
partment, and  we  have  been  wonder- 
ing since  why  it  was  that  this  im- 
portant branch  of  the  service  was 
omitted  by  the  framer  of  the  Act. 

If,  in  the  interests  of  the  traveling 
public,  the  government  has  seen  fit 
to  supervise  the  engines  and  cars 
used,  how  much  more  so  is  it  the 
duty  of  the  commissioners  to  have 
complete  supervision  over  the  tracks 
and  bridges  over  which  the  same  en- 
gine and  cars  must  travel  ?  Let  ev- 
ery man  employed  in  the  Mainten- 
ance of  Way  Department,  and  also 
employes  of  the  train  and  locomotive 
service  at  once  interview  the  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  from  their  re- 
spectf\'e  districts  and  secure  their 
co-operation  in  the  passage  of  an 
amendment  to  the  present  railway 
Act    covering    the     supervision    of 

tracks  and  bridges. 

»o* 

Mr.  Leonard  gave  the  statement 
before  the  commissioners  that  the 
minimum  force  allowed  on  the  sec- 
tion under  his  jurisdiction  was  one 
man  on  2^4  miles  of  track.  Let  us 
see  what  this  one  man  has  to  do. 
All  first-class  roads  have  from  3000 
to  3200  ties  on  each  mile  of  track. 
Ordinarily,  these  ties  are  good  for 
about  seven  years  in  gravel  ballast 
to  that  the  renewals  each  year  aver- 
age from  431  to  503  ties  to  each  mile 
of  track.  This  would  give  each  man 
from  969  to  1131  ties  to  be  renewed 
each  yean  At  the  rate  of  10  ties 
per  man  each  day,  the  renewal  of 
ties  would  occupy  him  from  96  to 
113  days  out  of  about  183  working 
^ays  in  the  season  during  which  this 
work  is  possible.  This  includes  the 
daily  track  inspection,  surfacing  and 
trimming  track  where  the  ties  are 
being  renewed,  distributing  the  new 
ties,  picking  up  and  burning  the  old 
ones,  and  beside  the  ties,  each  track 
man  would  have  to  look  after  on  his 
2J4  miles,  792  rails  30  feet  long  with 
1584  splices,  3168  bolts  and  27,000 


spikes.  If  the  rails  were  33  feet  long 
there  would  be  720  rails  with  1440 
splices,  2880  bolts  and  27,000  spikes. 
Besides  weeding,  ditching  and  other 
work. 


-•^o-^ 


DOES  IT  PAY  TO  ORGANIZE? 


This  is  a  question  that  is  often 
asked  by  men  in  the  Maintenance  of 
Way  Department  who  are  not  con- 
nected with  the  Brotherhood. 

An  answer  will  be  found  to  the 
question  which  could  not  help  but 
be  convincing  were  it  to  be  asked  of 
any  of  the  employes  on  the  South- 
ern Railway,  Seaboard  Air  Line, 
Boston  and  Albany,  Coal  and  Coke, 
the  Virginian,  the  C.  C.  &  O.,  Hali- 
fax &  Southwestern,  Quebec  &  Lake 
St.  John,  Canadian  Northern  On- 
tario, Temiskaming  &  Northern  On- 
tario, Norfolk  &  Southern  and  Bos- 
ton &  Maine,  all  of  which  have  re- 
cently obtained  either  a  new  or  a  re- 
vision of  a  previous  schedule  which 
insures  to  them  for  the  next  twelv^ 
months  improved  conditions  under 
which  to  labor  and  increased  com- 
pensation for  their  work. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many 
contracts  that  have  been  secured 
through  the  medium  of  the  Broth- 
erhood in  1911.  Indeed,  the  advan- 
tages gained  this  year  in  excess  of 
the  whole  of  1910,  or  for  that  matter 
of  any  other  year  since  our  organiza- 
tion has  been  in  existence,  is  very 
marked. 

Our  people  are  slowly  but  surely 
forging  to  the  front  and  are  going 
in  for  a  just  share  of  the  fruits  of 
their  labor.  The  men  on  either  of 
the  above  roads  will  tell  you  that 
their  increased  compensation  this 
year  will  amount  to  more  in  one 
month  than  all  they  pay  into  the 
'organization  in  twelve  months,  be- 
sides assuring  them  of  a  permanency 
in  their  present  rates,  protection  in 
case  of  unjust  treatment  and  an  in- 
surance feature  that  is  second  to 
none  in  the  country. 
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RESPONSIBILITIES    OF    THE 

MAINTENANCE    OF    WAY 

EMPLOYEE. 


It  may  seem  to  be  superfluous  to 
publish  in  an  organ  devoted  exciu- 
sively  to  the  interests  of  Mainte- 
nance of  Way  Employes  and  read 
in  the  main  by  that  class,  anything 
in  regard  to  their  responsibility,  as 
those  who  follow  the  business  are 
presumed  to  be  aware  of  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  their  position  and 
do  not  need  to  be  informed  of  the 
same;  but  owing  to  constantly 
changing  conditions  in  the  railway 
service  the  responsibilities  are  in- 
creasing and  the  duties  are  becom- 
ing more  arduous. 

Preliminary  to  discussing  the 
question  at  issue  we  wish  to  make 
the  assertion  that  there  is  no  posi- 
tion in  the  transportation  depart- 
ment that  involves  more  responsi- 
bility than  does  the  position  of  the 
maintenance  of  way  employee.  Sec- 
ondly, we  assert  that  there  has  been 
a  misconception  on  the  part  of  the 
general  public  as  to  the  weight  of 
the  responsibility  resting  upon 
maintenance  of  way  employes. 
Third,  we  make  the  assertion  that, 
employers  have  in  times  past  been, 
to  a  certain  extent,  responsible  for 
the  low  grade  of  efliciency  manifest 
in  this  department,  not  requiring 
any  examination  as  to  fitness  and 
actuated  by  a  desire  to  secure  serv- 
ices at  the  lowest  possible  expense. 

These  three  statements  being 
facts,  we  have  before  us  a  matter 
of  importance  to  every  man,  woman 
or  child  who  in  any  manner  uses 
the  railway  as  a  means  of  transpor- 
tation, and  a  matter  that  all  are 
interested  in,  employer  and  public 
alike,  and  unless  something  shall 
be  done  to  prevent  the  wanton  de- 
struction of  human  life  and  private 
property  by  employers  there  can  be 
no  question  but  that  legislation 
should  be  adopted  compelling  the 


employment  of  only  reliable  and 
competent  men,  qualified  in  every 
respect  to  assume  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  service. 

Experience  has  clearly  demon- 
strated that  it  requires  something 
besides  a  mere  technical  knowledge 
and  an  ability  to  perform  the  ordi- 
nary duties  of  the  position  —  that 
emergencies  frequently  arise  requir- 
ing the  exercise  of  a  matured  judg- 
ment and  an  active  mind  in  order 
to  avert  the  loss  of  life  and  prop- 
erty, and  that  the  cheap  man  is  not 
ordinarily  possessed  of  these  quali- 
fications. There  is  nothing  so  prec- 
ious to  humanity  as  the  lives  of 
their  families.  The  love  of  the 
father  or  mother  exceeds  all  other 
considerations  and  the  laws  of  the 
land  have  wisely  provided  for  every 
protection  to  human  life.  The  un- 
necessary jeopardizing  of  human  life 
has  always  been  met  with  the 
strongest  legislation,  making  it  a 
crime  to  be  negligent  in  the  han- 
dling of  human  lives,  and  we  ven- 
ture the  prediction  that  competency 
rather  than  cheapness  must  be  the 
voluntary  rule  adopted  by  employ- 
ers in  the  future  in  filling  positions 
in  the  maintenance  of  way  depart- 
ment, or  the  general  public  will 
adopt  measures  compelling  such  a 
course. 

No  reasonable  person  would  ex- 
pect any  degree  of  competency 
could  be  secured  at  the  prices  paid 
on  some  of  the  unorganized  lines 
of  railways  at  the  present  time.  The 
same  rule  holds  in  the  employment 
of  labor  as  in  the  purchase  of  mer- 
chandise— to  procure  a  good  article 
you  must  pay  a  good  price.  Cheap 
prices  procure  shoddy  goods.  It  is 
equally  true  that  the  quality  of  the 
work  performed  is  governed  to  a 
great  extent  by  the  price  paid  in 
wages.  Men  who  qualify  them- 
selves for  the  responsibilities  of  a 
maintenance  of  way  employee  and 
are  really  competent  can  command 
in  other  avocations  a-compensation 
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iriuch  greater  than  is  usually  paid 
on  unorganized  roads,  and  it  is  self- 
evident  that  they  will  seek  those 
channels  rather  than  sacrifice  their 
time  for  a  mere  pittance.  We  know 
that  there  is  a  general  desire 
amongst  the  craft  to  faithfully  per- 
form the  duties  of  their  positions, 
and  tliis  should  be  met  by  employ- 
ers with  a  hearty  co-operation.  The 
only  remedy  that  can  safely  be  ap- 
plied to  obviate  incompetency  upon 
the  part  of  maintenance  of  way  em- 
ployees is  to  pay  salaries  that  will 
command  the  service  of  responsible 
men,  and  once  the  officials  and  pub- 
lic generally  are  led  to  consider  the 
fact  that  there  is  no  class  in  the 
railway  service  whose  responsibili- 
ties are  greater  the  easier  it  will  be 
to  secure  the  recognition  due  the 
craft. 

Our  organization  has  accom- 
plished a  great  deal  in  educating 
the  public  upon  this  point,  but  there 
is  still  a  great  field  to  be  covered. 
When  once  the  responsibility  of  the 
maintenance  of  way  employees  is 
understood  generally,  then  he  will 
come  into  his  own  and  will  receive 
a  wage  equal  to  the  responsibility. 
Let  us  hope  that  the  day  is  not  far 

distant. 

•  o» 

SILVER  ANNIVERSARY. 


On  November  25th  and  26th  of 
this  year  the  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  E. 
will  celebrate  its  silver  anniversary. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  a  few  hum- 
ble trackmen  and  bridgemen  formed 
the  nucleus  of  what  has  grown  to 
be  a  powerful   organization. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  a  few  at 
Laporte  City,  Iowa,  and  another 
small  crowd  at  Annapolis,  Ala.,  met 
to  discuss  ways  and  means  of  bet- 
tering their  conditions.  Each  party 
had  its  own  ideas  and  each  started 
in  its  own  way  and  for  five  years 
fought  their  battles,  each  in  its  own 
territory. 

In  1889,     John  T.  Wilson,     then 


president  of  the  Southern  order, 
which  was  known  as  "Railway 
Trackmen  of  America,"  and  S.  J. 
Pegg,  grand  chief  of  the  Eastern 
order,  which  was  known  as  "The 
Railway  Section  Foremen  of  Amer- 
ica," got  in  communication  with 
each  other  relative  to  combining 
both  orders  under  one  banner,  and 
after  a  number  of  stormy  meetings 
and  discussioh  by  the  members  of 
both  organizations,  the  amalgama- 
tion was  brought  about  at  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  in  October,  1892.  Since  that 
date  the  membership  has  grown  by 
leaps  and  bounds,  notwithstanding 
the  many  drawbacks  and  obstacles 
they  have  had  to  contend  with,  un- 
til today  we  have  lodges  in  nearly 
every  state  and  territory  in  the 
United  States  and  every  province  of 
Canada.  Such  has  been  the  growth 
of  this  organization  that  there  are 
now  but  very  few  railways  on  the 
American  continent  on  which  we 
have  not  members  more  or  less  with 
good,  substantial  ^rontracts  on  near- 
ly all  of  the  important  lines  through- 
out the  country. 

It  is  with  no  small  degree  of  pride 
that  we  review  the  past  and  feel 
that  it  is  only  right  and  proper  that 
we  should  celebrate  our  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  in  an -appropriate  man- 
/rker.. .. 

.  The  editor  will  welcome  an  ex- 
pression or  point  from  our  members 
throughout  the  country  as  to  how 
this  can  best  be  done. 


-•-o*- 


Brother  T.  H.  Gerry,  chairman  of 
the  Southern  Association  A  of  Gen- 
eral Chairmen,  advises  that  he  has 
appointed  Brother  S.  A.  Sutton,  gen- 
eral  chairman  of  the  Norfolk-South- 
ern System  Division,  as  vice-chair- 
man of  Southern  Association  A,  to 
fill  the  unexpired  term  of  office  of 
Brother  M.  Johnson,  who  has  re- 
signed his  position  as  General  Chair- 
man of  the  Southern  Ry.  System  Di- 
vision. 
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Acknowledgement. 
Homeland,  Fla.,  June  20,  1911. 
Mr.  S.  J.  Pegg,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  my  check 
for  $1,000.00  this  morning  and  wish 
to  thank  you  for  the  prompt  pay- 
ment of  same. 

The  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  E.  is  cer- 
tainly a  grand  order,  and  it  is  only 
widows  who  can  know  just  what  a 
blessing  insurance  is  at  such  a  time 
as  this  could  be.  May  God  bless  the 
order  is  my  earnest  wish. 
Yours  sincerely, 
(Signed)  Mrs.  W.  H.  HALL. 


Tidewater  Lodge,  No.  493,  located 
at  Lamberts  Point,  Va.,  are  entitled 
to  a  place  on  the  Roll  of  Honor,  as 
they  have  secured  100  per  cent  of 
all  eligible  employees  in  their  juris- 
diction. This  is  a  grand  record  for 
any  lodge,  equal  to  that  of  the  lodge 
with  the  highest  number  of  mem- 
bers. That  their  membership  is  not 
larger  is  not  the  fault  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Tidewater  Lodge ;  had  there 
been  ten  times  as  many  in  their 
jurisdiction,  I  have  no  doubt  they 
would  have  all  enrolled.  Well  done, 
brothers. 


BRO.  ALARY  AND  FAMFLY  ON  C.  T.  PAC.  BY. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


Name. 


Address. 


No. 


Lodges  Showing  the  Largest 
Increase. 


Last  month  sixteen  lodges  shown 
on  this  page  initiated  292  members, 
an  average  of  18j4  to  each  lodge. 

This  month  thirteen  lodges  are 
shown  who  initiated  232  new  mem- 
bers or  nearly  18  to  each  lodge,  the 
count  in  each  case  being  from  the 
19th  of  one  month  to  the  19th  of 
next. 


No. 


Name. 


Increase. 


127 Moosejaw  41 

356 Bene  Plaine 33 

640 WeUston 32 

27 Mississippi  VaHey 24 

598 Nickel  Plate 18 

85.... Lowell  16 

14 Pulaski 14 

145 Portage  La  Prairie  11 

111 Kanawha  9 

130 Hinton 9 

207 Winnipeg 9 

171 Pasqua 8 

211 Toronto    8 

Organizers   Showing   Largest  Per- 
centage. 

Brother  T.  C.  Powers  heads  the 
list  of  organizers  this  month  with 
72  new  members.  Last  month  10 
organizers  initiated  605  new  mem-: 
bers  an  average  of  60^  to  each  or- 
ganizer. This  month  10  organizers 
initiated  483  new  members,  an  aver- 
age of  485^  to  each  organizer. 

Name.  Mem. 

T.  C.  Powers 72 

A.  Bell  71 

<}eo.  Keays  59 

E.  De  Decker  58 

yf.  Wocks 56 

J.  J.  Sullivan 47 

A..  Stout 41 

H.  W.  Johnson   27 

S.  J.  Graham   27 

W.  H.  Hun  25 

Individual  effort  is  still  making  a 
good  showing,  23  new  names  being 
added  to  our  roll  account  of  individ- 
ual effort. 


Leonard  Fulks,  Glacier,  B.  C 2 

A.  E.  Partushek,  Warren,  Ont 2 

J.  R.  Mclsaac,  Otter  Sta.,  Ont 2 

F.  G.  Oeder,  Texaline,  Tex 

S.  A.  Halliday,  Rossendal,  Man 

Jos.  Mack,  Algonquin  Park,  Ont 

John  Day,  Bowsman  River 

F.  Weiss,  Mowat,  Ont 

G.  W.  Manes,  Knoxville,  Tenn 

C.  L.  Montgomery,  Collinsville,  Ohio. . . 
S.  L.  Choate,  Corinth,  Miss 

E.  B.  Sims,  Ada,  Okla 

R.  Hanson,  North  Portal,  Sask 

A.  L.  Brinkley.  Suffolk,  Va 

T.  W.  Savill,  Cochrane,  Alta. 

A.  Kusmar,  Poland,  Ont 

P.  C.  Carr,  Dermott,  Ark 

F.  J.  Hankey,  Saskatoon,  Sask 

W.  A.  Bulmer,  Metapedia,  Que 

O.  R.  May,  Tomsburg,  W.  Va 

The  total  new  members  initiated 
from  May  29th  to  June  19th,  inclu- 
sive, was  as  follows: 

Canada 476 

United  States  747 


Total 1,223 

•  o^ 


Prize  Winners. 

The  prize  winners  for  the  month 
of  June  are  as  follows: 

Members — Barr,  Manitoba,  Cer- 
tificate No.  66007,  Page  408. 

Journal  Agents — Richland,  Ga., 
Page  391. 

Ladies — Mrs.  John  Nason,  Page 
420. 

Girls— Durbin,  Fla.,  Viola  Stalls, 
Page  422. 

Boys — Fred  Denean,  Page  415. 

Organizers — No  competition. 

•  o^ 

Obituary. 

The  following  deaths  have  been 
reported  to  this  office  during  the 
month  of  June: 

D.  C.  Cooky,  Borden  Springs, 
Ala.    Pneumonia  fever. 

L.  Rowin,  Certificate  A-21054, 
member  Lodge  No.  308,  at  No.  122 
Sixth  street,  Madsion,  Wis. 

Fred  Deacon,  Certificate  A-16582, 
member  Lodge  No.  211,  resided  at 
Burketon,  Ontario,  Canada. 

Lewis  V.  Harvey,  Certificate  A- 
20847,  member  Lodge  No.  271,  at 
East  Lebanon,  Maine. 
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Grand    Lodge    Officers 


A.   B.   Uw*.   Onod  Pr«..   Vtnol  Bldg.,   St   I^uli,   Mo. 


nL 


gT.    Of- 


rd.  VL 
Louli. 
BMf.. 


LADIES'  AUXILIABT  TO  THE  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
Mr*.  C«ra  B.  ZmMt,  Grand  Prcildent.  Canaan,  N.  H. 
Mrt.  8m.  B.  jMReM.  Grand  SecreUry-Tr«aiur«r.  Box  11. 

Bouth  Danbory^  N.  H. 


EXECUTIVE   COAOaTTEE. 


?■  !*J}y'^  408  Garr*ll  St..  GYcensboro.  N.  C. 
T.  J.  O'DMRell.  Hernando.  Miss. 


BeU.  A. 
Bender.  B>. 
Carr.  P.  C. 
CaasMay.  8.  W. 
Chapman.  B.  O. 
PaTla,  J.  F. 
Defanejr,  Con. 
Parren.  B.  B. 
Oauthier.  Tbos. 
Geemaert.  Louit 


OBQANIZERS. 
OlUlfli.  J.  T. 
Hun.  W.  H. 
JohBton.  H.  W. 
Keaji,  Geo. 
Kirkwood.  P.  W. 
Layne,  J.  T. 
Powera.  T.  C. 
Peterson.  Cbaa. 
Blodo.  S. 
Blley.  J.  A. 


B. 

Stokea.  R.  B. 
Staart.  J.  P. 
SulUfan.  J.  J, 
Vlaoa.  D.  K. 
Wilbur.  8. 
Wooks.  W. 
WrlKbt  Gut 
Wynn.  C.  M. 


LIST   OP   GENEBAL-CHAIKMEN. 

^"  Si%jL^ir'«^-  ?®lt'  9:  ^'  701  Eaat  ^lagnoUa  St.. 
Pttagerald,  Ga.;  J.  K.  Bodgera.  SecreUry.  Wray.  Ga. 

Bancpr  ft  Arooatook— John  Turner  Jr..  G.  C.  55  FrankUn 
Ate..  Houlton.  Me.;  W.  S.  Neal,  SecreUry.  Medford 
uentra.  Me. 

Bott^  ft  Albany— Benjamin  Bennett.   G.   C.  Suite  8.  93 

BelTldore  St  .Boston,  Mass. ;  M.  J.  Powers.  SecreUry, 

Box  48.  SouthnUe,  Mass. 
B.  ft  O.  S.-W.--Wm.  Teepe.  G.   C.   B.   F.  D.    6.  North 

2?™?2:.„M\'    ^v,^-    Schlcyer.    SecreUry.    606    OUte 

St,   Oilllioothe,   Mo. 

B.  A  0.  Chi.  Ter.  B.  B.— M.  B.  Owen.  O.  C.  4531 
Sacramento  Ave..   Chlcafo.  lU. 

BalUmore  A  Ohio— W.  J.  Glenn.  SecreUry,  415  Merchant 

St,   Falrmount,  W.   Va. 
Boaton  A  Maine— B.  H.  Crawford.  G.  C.  Box  62,  Melrose. 

N.    Y.:   W.    S.    KennUton,    SecreUry,    No.    4   B.    B. 

Square.  Concord,  N.  H.  #.      «.    ^   «.    ». 

Canadian  Northern— P.  H.  FUoadal.  O.  C.  Box  294.  War- 
road,  Minn. ;  C.  Carrer.  care  of  E.  B.  Buckman,  B.  A 
B.  Dept,  C.  N.  By..  Winnipeg.  Man.      '*""•"•« 

C*n*dian  Northern  in  Ontario— B.  Gi?ens,  G.  C,  Udney. 
Ont 

Canadian  Northern  Quebec  By.— H.  St.  Cyr,  LEplphanle. 

Canadian  Padfle—Wm.  Dorey.  O.  C.  Woodstock.  N.  B.: 
D.  Campbell,  SecreUry  for  Eastern  Dlt.,  10  Thornton 
Ave..  London.  Ont;  Geo.  S^l.  SecreUry  for  WesUm 
DiT.,  Box  391,  PorUge  la  Prairie,  Man. 

C.,  C.  A  O^.  C.  WUliams,  G*.  C.  St  Paul.  Va.;  C.  J. 
Jones,  SecreUry,  Turns,  Va. 

Central  of  Georgia— D.  G.  Borom.  Bound  Oak.  Ga. :  P.  M. 
Leaueur,  Secretary.  Opellka,  Ala. 

C.  A  O.jnJ    B.  Pufh.  Q.  C,  B.  P.  D.  6.  Box  Al,  Blch- 

mond.  Va.;  J.  W.  Brown.  SecreUry.  Griffith.  Va. 
Chlca£0  Junction— Jno.   Baker,   G.    C,    5014   Center  Are., 
S^^'MK.'   HI-;  J»«-    Consodlne.   SecreUry.    3334   Wood 
St.  Chicago.  HI. 

C,  M.  A  St  P.— Jaa.  Browder.  O.  C.  5313  N.  5l8t  St. 
Chicago,  HI. 

Chi.  A  W.  Ind.— A,  M.  Ahr.  G.  C.  2819  6th  A?e..  Chl- 
eago,  ni  , 

C.  A  N.  W.— Oeo.  Blelmes.  Temp.  G.  C,  5823  Cedar  St.. 

Austin  SU..   Chicago,   HI. 
Clnclnnatt,  Hamilton  A  Dayton— Ed  Morman.  G.  C.  Box 

472,    Columbus   Grore,    O.;    Boy   Denning.    SecreUry. 

714  S.  9th  St,  Hamilton.   O.  oecrriary. 

Cosl  A  Coke  By.— W.  L.  Slaughter.  G.  C.  Gassoway.  W. 

Va.;  W.  L.  Qulckel,  SecreUry.  Gassoway,   W.   Va. 
DeUware  A  Hudson— George  Smith.   G.    C.  Meadowdale. 

Dominion  Atlantic— M.  Kennedy.  G.  C,  WatervIUo.  N.  8.; 

M.  H.  McCurdy.  SecreUry,  OW  Barns,  N.  8. 
D..   S.  S.   A  A.— C.   A.   Fellman,  G.   C,   518  N.   3d  St.. 

Marquette.   Mich.;  Wm.   Peterson.   SecreUry.   Box  95. 

L  Ansa,  Mloi. 

D..  T.  A  L— J.  Q.  Keepers.  G.  C,  143  1st  St.  Greenfield, 

Esq.  A  Nan.  By.— F.  Harper.  G.  C.  Maywood  P.  O..  Vlc- 
torU,  B.  C:  E.  Sketch.  SecreUry,  WelUngton.  B.  C. 


Fls.  Eart  Coast-O.  H.  Baggott.  G.  C.  Port  Oran**,  Fit.- 
H.  W.  Godwin.  Secretary,  Miami.  Fla      ''"■''  '"  • 

^*  w'^'nrJ'^2;  ^'  S-  K  ^  2.  Thompson.  Ga.: 
W.   E.  Bray,  SecreUry.   P.  O.   Box  66.  Stephens,  Ga. 

GeorgU  A  Florida— J.  T.  Massey.  G  C  VaidA-t^  n.  • 
John  DyaU.  SecreUry.  DouSs.  Gk        ^'^**^'  ^'■ 

la   Prairie.  Man.;  J.   Wild.   SecreUr».   MelvlUe.  Satk. 
G.  S.  A  P.  By— M.   McCormack.  O.   C.  Arabl    Ga 

^"s  •  t  %ZZ^^-  ^"^Si  ^'  E«8t  Pttbnico.  S. 
8,  R.   Feener,   Secretary,   Bridgewater,   N.  8. 

chi<SS!lir^-  ^  ^"*^'  ^'  ^'  "*^  *'*^«»»  ^^•■' 

InUrcolonlal  A  P.  E  L-Oeo.  W.  Murray.  G.  C.  Trtro. 
N.  8.;  Eugene  Savage,  SecreUry.  lirysflUe,  Kvi 
f?J^A^^}^^-  ?^~"-  ^   C..  128  Broadway.  Blue  li- 

Maoo^^A  Blrmlngham-W.  N.  QemenU.  G.  C.  Thomaitoa. 

Maine  CentMtl-<;  C  Allen  G.C.,  Lincoln  C^ter.  Me.: 
Alex.   McMlnn.   Secy.   115  Winter  St.   Lewiston.  Ms. 

Mlchlgsn  Central- O.  Glllett  G".  C.  Lawton  Mich.-  W 
Buess.   SecreUry.    814  N.   Park  St     Katoawo    MlS: 

F.  D.  1.  Box  4.  WhiU  Bear  Lake.  Minn. 
Mobile  A  Ohio-nJ.  M.  Young.  G.  C,  1720  N.  Sd  St    Co- 

lumbua.  Miss.;  C.   L  Hale,  SecreUry.  cilumbi'  K 
Norfolk  Southern-S.  A.  Sutton   OC..  ill  E.  BraableUii 

ton,'N^  a  PhllUps.  SecreUry.  Bri<k«- 

Norfolk  A  Westem-T.  H.  Gerrey.  O.  C.  R.  F.  D   2  Box 

""•"cuSSTmiSTT"  "■•  ^""""'  ^^'^  ^•*"»"- 

^'  n*  ¥*  ftu^-T^-  ^Ji?*^'*'  ^'  C  •  Beaumont.  Miss.; 
H.   I.   Nicholson.   SecreUry.   Bay   Springs.   Miss. 

Pere  Msrquette— H.    McLaughUn.   O.    C.    HighgaU.  Ont.: 

Stephen  TlUey.   Sec'y.   48   Park  Ave..   ChaSam.  OnL 

Quebec  Ceo.-J.  A.   Lessard,  G.  C.  Beauoe  Jet.  Que. 

Quebec  A  L  St  John— J.  G.  Greffard.  G.  C.  St  Bsy- 
mond.  Que.  v,..   oi,  »iv 

Queen  A  Crescent— I.  Rlseden.  O.  C.  Dayton.  Tenn. 
Seabosrd  Air  Line— R.  D.  Bradley.  Q.   C.  Box  108.  Bo- 

gart.  Ga.;  M.   C.   Sutton.  SecreUry.   Vldalia.  Ga. 
Somerset    By.- E.    E.    dark.    G.    C.    Madison.    Me.:   K. 

Pierce.  SecreUry.  Box  253,  Bingham.  Me. 
Southern  By.— D.  P.  Langley.  O.  C.  Childersburg.  Ala.: 

A.  L.  Epps.  SecreUry.  Almond.  N.   C. 
Southern  Pacific— G.  W.  Stewart  SecreUry.  Lafayette.  Ls. 
T.    AN.    O.— W.    Swltaer,    G.    C.    Lstchford.  >Dnt:  L 

Pelkie.  SecreUry,  Thomloe,  Ont 

Union  Pacific— Chss.  S.  Boulter.  O.  C.  Box  97.  La  Sails, 

Colo. 
Va.  By.- P.  J.  Noonan.  G.  C.  Box  458.  Princeton.  W.  Va, 
Washington  Co.  By.— Zina  M.   Cook,  G.   C.  Jacksonrille, 

Me.:  E.  J.  Palmer,  SecreUry.  WhitaeyriUe,  Me. 
Wis.  Cen.— P.  Rasmussen,  G".  C.  Qrlon.  Wis.:  P.  McOee. 

SecreUry.  322  Court  St.  Chlppr«=*^  ■"-'*-    ■*^ 
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THE  BROTHERHOOD  THERMOMETER 

No.        Name.  — ^—  Mem. 

244        North    Bay    185 

285        Worcester    177 

144        Chicagro   Term.  Trans.    Local... 175 

37U        SIf ton 175 

283        Springfleld   174 

87        Greensboro    I7b 

78        West   Concord    171 

41        ainton     170 

111        Kanawha    170 

67        Kenova    169 

76        Nashua    163 

288        Portland    162 

23f.        Richmond     166 

102        Ronceverte    149 

8        LJmestone ;  147 

467        Eagle  Bridge    147 

31        Tug  River   146 

27S        Richlands   146 

20        Champlain    142 

127        Moosejaw    142 

Clybourn  Lodge  No.  246  still  retains  the  lead  in  this 
column  as  becomes  the  Banner  lodge,  with  a  gain  of 
five  new  members  over  last  month. 

St.  Paul  Star  Lodge  No.  142  comes  second  on  the  list 
with  a  gain  of  six  new  members. 

Fitchburg  Lodge  No.  400  Jumps  ahead  one  point  thli 
month  with  an   increase   of  eight  members. 

Lamham  L«odge  No.  187  also  jumps  ahead  one  point 
with  an  increase  of  five  members. 

Boston  Lodge  No.  120  takes  the  fifth  place  this  month 
instead  of  the  seventh  place  as  last  month,  with  an 
ir> crease  of  eleven  members. 

Medicine  Hat  Lodge  No.  126  retains  same  place  as  last 
month,  with  an  increase  of  four  members. 

Winnipeg  Lodge  No.  207  Jumps  from  third  place  in  the 
bi'lb  to  seventh  "place  in  the  stem  with  an  increase  of 
forty-two  new  members. 

Menominee  Lodge  No.  522  retains  eighth  position,  same 
as  in  June,  with  a  gain  of  seven  members. 

Portage  La  Prairie* Lodge  No.  145  Jumps  from  second 
place  in  the  bulb  in  June  to  ninth  position  in  the  stem 
this  month,  with  a  gain  of  twenty-five  members. 

Ottawa  Lodge  No.  233  drops  back  one  point  to  tenth 
position  in  the  stem  with  a  gain  of  eight  memJ[>6r8. 

In  the  bulb  you  will  find  a  number  of  changes  this 
month  in  position.  North  Bay  Lodge  No.  244  jumps 
from  eleventh  position  last  month  to  first  this  month 
with  a  gain  of  thirty-three  new  members. 

Worcester  Lodge  No.  285  Jumps  from  fifth  to  second 
position. 

Chicago  Terminals  Trans.  Lodge  No.  144  drcps  back 
from  tenth  position  in  the  stem  to  third  in  the  bulb. 

Sift  on  Lodge  No.  379  also  drops  back  to  fourth  place 
in  the  bulb   this  nnonth. 

Springfield  Lodge  No.  283  drops  back  from  first  to 
fifth   place  in   the  bulb. 

Greensboro  Lodge  No.  87  Jumps  ahead  two  points 
with  a  gain   of  twelve  new  members. 

West  Concord  Lodge  No.  78  drops  back  three  points, 
although  they  show  a  gain  of  five  new  members. 

Clinton  Lodge  No.  41  drops  back  one  point  this  month 
with  a  gain  of  seven  new  members. 

Kanawha  Lodge  No.  Ill  Jumps  from  twelfth  to  ninth 
position  with  a  gain  of  twenty  members. 

Kenova  Lodge  No.  67  drops  back  four  points,  although 
tbey  show  a  gain  of  five  members. 

Nashua  Lodge  No.  76  with  a  gain  of  three  members 
drops  back  two  points. 

Portland  Lodge  No.  288  with  a  gain  of  six  members 
retards  temporarily  two  points  for  a  fresh  start. 

Richmond  Lodge  No.  235  also  retains  same  position 
this  month. 

Ronceverte  Lodge  No.   102  Jumps   from  eighteenth  to 
fourteenth  position. 
Limestone   Lodge  No.   8   Jumps  ahead  a  point. 
Eagle  Brtdge  Lodge  No.  467  drops  back  two  poinds. 
Tug  River  Lodge  No.  81  retains  same  position. 
Richlands  Lodge  No.   278  drops  back  three  points. 
Champlain  Lodge  No.  20  retains  same  position. 
Moosejaw  Lodge  No.  127  qualifies  this  month  with  14S 
men^bers. 

There  Is  a  total  on  the  thermometer  page  of  M6S  thla 
month  as  compared  with  6611  in  June. 
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Winnipeg,  Man. 

As  I  mentioned  in  my  former  letter,  we 
will  now  consider  water  and  the  problem 
of  pumping  it. 

Many  people  believe  that  water  must 
be  raised  by  suction  and  that  this  is  the 
only  way  it  can  be  raised.  Now.  water 
will  not  yield  to  what  is  known  as  suc- 
tion but  to  powers  which  I  am  going  to 
try  to  explain. 

Water  is  known  as  a  fluid,  composed  of 
one  part  of  oxygen  and  two  parts  of  hy- 
drogen. The  weight  of  a  cubic  foot  at  Its 
maximum  density  is  39.2*  F.,  is  62.425 
per  cubic  foot  and  at  212'  F.  or  the  boil- 
ing point,  water  weighte  59.7  pounds  per 
cubic  foot. 

Water  is  almost  non-compressible,  being 
about  .0000016  of  its  volume  under  a  pres- 
sure of  15  pounds  per  square  inch,  and 
the  compressibility  decreases  with  an  in- 
crease of  temperature. 

Therefore,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, it  can  be  considered  non-compres- 
sible. Water  can  only  be  pumped  be- 
tween  the  freezing  and  boiling  points. 

Now,  how  does  the  water  get  to  a  pump 
located  at  a  distance  above  the  surface 
of  same?  We  must  first  consider  the 
pump  or  rather  the  cylinder  and  piping  to 
the  water.  The  piping  must  be  air  tight 
-and  without  a  flaw  and  the  pumping  cyl- 
inder must  be  the  same.  Now,  when  you 
start  the  pump,  the  result  of  the  piston's 
action  in  the  cylinder  creates  a  vacuum 
of  more  or  less  perfection,  then  having  the 


end  of  the  piping  submerged  in  the  water, 
the  atmospheric  pressure  on  the  outside 
of  water  in  the  well  or  creek  will  drive 
the  water  to  a  height  where  the  column 
of  water  in  the  pipes  weighs  as  much  or 
equals  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere 
outside.  Water  can  only  be  compelled  to 
rise  at  its  most  by  atmospheric  pressure 
to  about  31  feet  at  sea  level,  which  means 
the  atmosphere  is  heavier  and  shows  on 
a  barometer  as  30  inches  of  mercury  or 
14.7  pounds  pressure  per  square  inch, 
and  one  pound  pressure  atmosphere  i» 
equal  to  that  exerted  by  the  column  ot 
water  2.309  feet  high.  Therefore,  'the 
theoretical  height  that  water  can  be  rais- 
ed at  sea  level  would  be  at  a  perfect  va- 
cuum 16.7X2.309=33.94  feet»  as  mechani- 
cal imperfections  create  an  impossibility 
of  a  perfect  vacuum. 

Therefore,  the  actual  height  would  be 
less.  The  higher  the  altitude,  the  drier 
the  air  and  therefore  less  weight  of  pres- 
sure, with  the  results  that  water  could 
not  be  raised  to  as  high  a  height  as  at 
sea  level. 

To  find  the  height  which  water  can  be 
raised  at  any  altitude,  multipuly  the  ba- 
rometric reading  in  inches  by  1.133.  This 
is  supposed  to  be  for  pure  water.  Water 
with  foreign  matter  in  it  or  other  sub- 
stances, divide  the  theoretical  life  to 
which  water  can  be  lifted  by  the  speci- 
fic gravity  of  the  water  or  liquid.  The 
actual  lift  is  about  2  per  cent  of  the 
theoretical  lift 

Fraternally  yours, 

Qeobgb  Keats. 
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A   UYING   WAGE. 


A  living  wacr«!     Is  It  too  much   to  crave — 
U%Kas  JoBt   to   live.   Just   past   the    gutter   and 

gnve; 
Means  to  be  merely  sheltered,  clothed,  and  fed. 
Earning,  by  day-long  toll,  bare  dally  bread? 
No  more  we  ask  of  all  the  gifts  we  gave. 
No  more! — a  piteous  salvage  this  to  save 
From  wreck  on  wreck,  borne  down  by  wave  on 

wave. 
What  bridge  may  span  that  sea  of  living  dead? 
A   living  wage. 

Kneel  we,  and  dare  we  kneel,   where  arch  and 

nave 
Thrill  to  the  tune  of  Worship's  lifted  stave. 
While  still  He  hath  not  where  to  lay  His  head 
Who  In   His   poor   Is  disinherited — 
While    life    still    lacks,    for    honest    work    and 

brave, 

A   living  wage? 
—a.  Gertrude  Ford,  in  the  "Co-operative  News." 
m^O-* 

TBM  WOOD  PDLB. 


By  John  Clair  Minot. 
When    winter    climbed    the    hill     of     March,— 

though   aprlBg   seemed   far   away, — 
And   the  long   school  term  had  ended   with  its 

exhibition    day. 
Then    fathcr'd   mildly  venture,   as   he   chuckled 

Just  a  bit. 
••Well.   boys,    the   wood-pile's   waiting,    and    it's 

time  to   tackle  it" 
Of  course,    we'd    growl   a   little;   bui   we   knew 

the  ways  of  fate. 
And  father's*  mild  suggestions  were  not  open  to 

debate. 

Behind  the  shed  U  reared  Its  bulk;  a  mountain. 

so   it    seemed. 
Surcharged  with  nightmares  full  the  worst  that 

every  boyhood  dreamed. 
The  drift*  were   deep  upon  Its  top;   for,   many 

weeks  before. 
The    creaking    bobs    had    hauled    it    from    the 

wood-lot  to  the  door. 
And  oh,  the  buck-saw  battle  with  those  twenty 

cords    or   so. 
All  cut   sled-length,   and   closely   held    In    clasp 

of  Ice  smd  snow! 
The    gnarly    maple   and    the    twisted   ash    that 

bites  and  binds. 
The   elm,    the   birch,    the   beech,    the    oak   and 

other  upland  kinds. 
All  these  were  waiting,  trunk  and  limb,  within 

the    taJigled   mass, 
But  mighty  Uttle  flr  or  spruce,  or  poplar,  pine 

or   bass. 


The    first    day    was    the    worst.    I    guess;    and 

every    little   while 
We'd    stop    to    rest    our    backs    and    arms,    but 

we    couldn't    force    a    smile. 
Our  lot  we  deemed   the   hardest    that  our  lives 

would   ever    see. 
And    our    hearts    were   filled    with    envy    of   the 

snowbirds   In    the    tree. 
The   neighbors   driving   by   would   pause   to   pass 

a    friendly    word. 
But  If  they   tried  to  Joke,   ne'd   make  as   if  we 

never  heard. 
Oh.    how    we   loved    the  dinner-bell!    And    when 

the  day  was  done 
The    chorea    we'd    never    hankered    for    seemed 

little   less   than   fun. 
.\nd   sleep?  My   soul!    the   way    we   boys    would 

sleep    throughout   the   night 
Was    something    never    known    in    homes    kept 

warm  by  anthracite. 

So  day  by  day  we  sawed  and  split  and  chopped 

and   piled,   until 
The    pride    of    something    done    commenced    te 

stir  us  with  Its  thrill. 
The  saw  began   to  have   a  song,   the  ax  began 

to   ring; 
The  pile  that  seemed  so  vast  at  first  grew  small 

like  anything.  t^ 

Then    father'd    say.    "You're    doing    fine!"    and 

mother,    "My,    you're   smart!" 
And   something  In   the   tone   of  each   would  fill 

and   warm    the   heart 
While   we   would   buckle    to   our   task,   as   If   It 

were  a  race. 
And  somehow,  after  all.   the  world  was  not  so 

bad    a    place. 

— Youths'   Companion. 
•^y 

I   HAVISN'T  A   FRIKND   TO  SPARE. 


I  have  friends  In  the  North  and  friends  in  the 
East 

And  friends   in  the  South   and  West; 
And  I  call  them  all  to  my  thought's  glad  feast 

For  I  love  each  one  the  best. 

And  this  I  know  full  well,   that  though 

In  many   a  heart   I   share. 
To   the  very   last   I    would   hold   them   fast. 

For  I  haven't  a  friend  to  spare. 

When   the  stars  of  night  shine  out  I   love 

To   drift   in   a  dream-like   spell, 
And  to  fancy  their  lamps  hang  Just   above 

The   hearts   I  know   so   well. 

And   never   a   sky    but   'neath    It    I 

May  think  of  a  loved  one  there. 
For  each   glad   star  points  where  they  are. 

But   I  haven't  a  friend  to  spare. 

—Answers. 
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THK  SURVri'Al.  or  THB  THICKSST. 


(Mr.  Rudyard  KlpUnir.  In  a  recent  speech  at 
Brighton,  haa  been  recalling  the  early  daya 
when  politicians  \»ere  In  the  habit  of  going 
for  one  another  with  a  lethal  weapon.) 

0  golden  times  long  gathered  to  the  grave. 
When  for  your  wild  game  there  was  no  close 

season. 
When,   if  you  differed  from  another  knave 

You  never  had  recourse  to  rhyme   or  reason; 
Tou  simply  took  a  large  and  hefty  axe 
And   felled  him  In  his  tracks. 

Tou  used   no  arguments  obscure   and   dull. 
Made  no  attempt  to  clear  his  mental  vision. 

But  got  your  point  of  view  Inside   his  skull 
By   process    of    surgical    incision; 

You  did  not  wait  to  bnndy  logic,  but 
Just  ricked  him  on   the  nut. 

Our   politicians    these    degenerate   days 
Have  burled  deep  the  bloodier  kind  of  hatchet. 

But  at  a  pinch  they   will   contrive  to  raise 
Weapons  of  moral  suaslveness  to  match  it — 

Slander  and  slush,  abuse  and  gutter  pies  - 
And  posters   stiff  with  lies. 

1  find   the  old  way  better;  here  at  leaat 

You  were  not  asked  to  cat  your  allegations; 
You   had   no  further   trouble  with    deceased. 

No   after-crop    of    loud    recriminations; 
For,    when    you    dropped    him,    there    a    corpse 
lay  he. 
Making  no   repartee. 

And  If,  through  something  faulty    In   the  blow. 

By  Inadvertence  he  survived  your  battery. 
He  brought   no  clalnT  for  damages,   oh   no! 

But,  keeping  proudly  silent  on  the  matter,  he 
Jttst  bode  his  hour  to  pay  you  back  in  kind — 
Probably   from  behind. 

And  so   the  thing  went  on  from   clout  to  clout 
Till  one   (or  both)   of  you  was  dead  as  mut- 
ton; 
This  cleared  the  slate,  and  no  one  fussed  about 

An   episode  the  lid  of  earth  had   abut  on. 
(There  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  for  blood 
In   place  of   Ink  and  mud.) 

To-day  our  champions  play  a  softer  game; 

BSach  on  his  own  they  grind  their  little  axes 
But  not  for  carving  skulls;  yet  all  the  same 
Seldom  we  see  that  nature's  hand   relaxes 
That  law   on   which   primeval   races   thrive — 
The   thickest   heads   survive! 

— Punch. 
•<)-• 

A  SVN8HINS  BOOBUBRANO. 


When    a    bit    of    sunshine    hits    ye. 

After  a  passln'  of  a  cloud. 
When   a  fit  of   laughter   gets  ye' 

An*  ye'r  spine   Is   feelln*   proud. 

Don't  ferglt  to  up  and  ning  It 
At  a  soul  that's  feelln'    blue. 

For  the  mlnlt  that  ye  allng  it 
It's   a  boomerang  to  you. 

— "Capt  Jack"  Crawford. 


IF. 


By  Rudyard  Kipling, 
ir  you  can  keep  your  head  when  all  about  you 

Are  losing  theirs  and  blaming  It  on  you: 
If  you   can    trust  yourself  when   all  men  doubt 
you. 
But  make  allowance   for   their   doubting  too; 
If  you  can  wait  and  not  be  tired  by  waiting. 

Or  being  lied   about   don't  deal   in  lies. 
Or  being  hated  don't  give  way  to  hating. 
And    yet   don't    look    too    good,    nor    talk   too 
wise; 

If  you  can  dream — and  not  make  dreams  your 
master: 
If    you    can    think — and    not    make    thoughts 
your   aim; 
If  you   can   meet  with   Triumph    and   Disaster 

And  treat  those  two  impostors  Just  the  same: 

If  you  can  bear  to  hear  the  truth  you've  spoken 

Twisted  by  knaves  to  make  a  trap  for  fools. 

Or    watch    the    things    you    gave    your    life  to. 

broken. 

And  stoop  and  build   them  up  with  wom-oot 

tools ; 

If  you  can  make  one  heap  of  all  your  wlnnlngi 

And  risk  It  on  one  turn  of  pltch-and-tosa 
And  lose,   and  start   again   at  your  beglnnlnKa 

And  never  breathe  a  word  about  your  loss; 
If  you  can  force  your  heart  and  nerve  and  sinew 

To  serve  your  turn  long  after  they  are  gone. 
And  so  hold  on  when  there  Is  nothing  In  yoa 

Except   the  Will   which  says   to   them:  "Hold 
on!" 

If  you  can  talk  with  crowds  and  keep  your  vir- 
tue, ' 
Or   walk    with    Kings — ^nor    lose   the   cominoo 
touch : 
If  neither  foes  nor  loving  frlenda  can  hurt  you: 
If  all  men  count  with  you,  but  none  too  much; 
If  you   can  fill   the   unforgiving  minute 

With  sixty  seconds'  worth  of  distance  run. 
Tours  is  the  Earth  and  everything  that's  In  It. 
And — which    Is    more — you'll    be   a    Man.    my 
son! 


-•-O-e- 


-Blacksnrtth'a  Jr. 


THB  UPWABD  ROAD. 

By  Margaret  Scott  Hall. 
Hark!   there  Is  a  whisper  atlrrlng 

Breathing  courage,    hope  and  cheer. 
Listen,  all  may  catch  the  message 
.^?'**"^  *"**  '"^'  though  sweet  and  clear; 
Tis  the  news  that  dawn  la  nearing — 

Day    of  promise  bright  and  fair. 
For    the   weary  and   discouraged 

New   hope  banlshea  despair. 

Labor    set    the   whisper    going 

And   abroad   the  news  has  spread 
How  the  world's  bad  road  la  turning 

To    tho   better   way   Inataad; 
Mankind  reached  greed's  utmost  limit 

And    Is    atlll    dlaaaUsfled,--^ 
Men    have    gloated   o'er   their   moaey 

While  In  want  tb«lr  brothers  died. 

Now  the  hope   that  thrills  and  comforts 
T^bor  brings  to  soothe  earth's  car*— 

Bears    to    weary   hearts   glad   Udlnga. 
Tells  the  good  news  everywhere, — 

In   the   light   that   soon   is  dawning 

A^®".^'***^    *"*    **»«    P»th    of   good. 

And   the  signboard  at   the   turalac 
Reads— United    Brotherhood. 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRFSPONDEINTS. 

All  contribations  to  our  oorreapondence  columns  raunt  be  in  NOT  LATER  than  the  TENTH  OF  THB 
MONTH  to  insure  publication. 

Articles  must  be  written  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Noms  de  plnroe  may  be  used,  but  every  article 
must  be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  and  address  of  the  writer  to  insure  insertion. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  receive  articles  on  any  subject  of  general  interest  to  the  fraternity. 

Sectarian,  partisan,  sectional  or  racial  discussions  will  not  be  printed. 

All  communications  are  subject  to  revision  or  rejection,  as  the  editor  may  deem  proper. 

The  editor  does  not  assume  responsibility  for  the  opinions  expressed  by  contributors  in  this  departmeit 

All  correspondence  pertaining  to  the  Advocate  should  be  addressed  to  S.  J.,Pboo.  Editor  and  Manager 
Vanol  Buildins.NSt.  I^uis.  Mo. 


President's   Message. 

Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers: 

It  seems  like  saying  the  same  thing  over 
and  over  again  and  no  one  likes  better 
than  myself  to  be  original  and  to  avoid 
repetition,  but  what  better  message  can  I 
send  you  this  bright  June  morning  than 
an  assurance  that  May  has  gone  far  and 
away  beyond  its  predecessor  of  1910.  Now, 
while  this  is  only  saying  for  May  what  1 
had  the  pleasure  of  saying  for  January, 
February,  March  and  April,  believe  me,  it 
is  none  the  less  pleasing  to  me  to  be  able 
to  send  to  each  and  every  one  who  has 
contributed  to  the  happy  result  my  heart- 
iest thanks  for  the  co-operation  which 
makes  the  pleasant  story  possible.  And 
again  let  me  assure  you  it  has  represented 
faithful,  earnest  work  to  secure  the  re- 
sults this  month  has  recorded.  .  Honey  is 
not  made  by  drones  nor  cash  receipts  nor 
applications  of  membership  to  the  organi- 
zation, either.  It  is  earnest,  honest  work, 
wisely  guided  and  directed  which  has  done 
it  in  the  past  and  which  will  do  it  in  the 
future.  In  the  work  of  building  up  an 
organization  criticism  and  visionaries 
with  impracticable  ideas  which  would,  if 
adopted,  only  tend  to  retard  progress, 
have  no  part.  At  least,  they  have  no  part 
in  rolling  the  old  chariot  along,  and  I  be- 
lieve not  very  nmck  Influence  In  retard- 


ing its  progress.  Time  is  too  precious, 
the  immediate  duty  too  urgent  to  stop  to 
listen  to  or  take  Tery  serious  lieed  of 
dreamers  who  know  little  of  the  anxious 
thought  and  real  bard  work  inyolved  in 
building  up  an  organization  like  ours. 
But  once  more,  my  grateful  thanks  to  the 
workers  whose  loyal  co-operation  is  add- 
ing to  our  financial  strength,  to  onr 
membership  and  to  the  power  and  pres- 
tige of  our  Brotherhood. 

As  pleasant  as  it  is  to  tell  of  May's  in- 
crease in  the  finances  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
treasury,  that  is  only  a  part  of  the  pleas- 
^t  report  of  progress  it  is  my  happiness 
to  be  able  to  bring.  The  life  mission  of 
our  Brotherhood  is  not  merely  the  up- 
building of  the  Grand  Lodge  treasury, 
important  for  many  reasons  as  that  is. 
Our  mission  chiefiy  is  to  increase  the 
home  comforts  of  our  members  by  secur- 
ing increases  in  their  rates  of  pay  and  the 
most  favorable  working  conditions  possi- 
ble to  secure.  Men  working  on  unorgan- 
i-zed  roads  having  no  voice  as  to  their  pay 
or  working  conditions  will  surely  wonder, 
if  you  hand  them  this  Aovogaix,  to  hear 
that  on  so  many  roads  committees  of 
maintenance  of  way  employees,  have  been 
in  session  with  the  Chief  Engineers  of 
Maintenance  of  Way,  General  Superintea- 
dents  and  General  Managers,  bargalBins 
for  their  comrades  whom  they  represent 
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u  to  both  working  conditions  and  rates 
of  pay.  When  will  all  our  people  learn 
that  railway  offlciala  are  wondering  at 
their  tlmldi^»  stupidity,  or  whatever  it 
may  be,  whether  laclc  of  sense  or  lack  of 
sand,  that  is  keepincr  them  from  getting 
together  and  preseiiting  a  schedule? 
When  will  our  craft  of  the  Maintenance 
of  Way  Bmployees  on  all  roads  learn  that 
what  their  comrad6».  bn  so  many  roads 
have  done  they  can  ^o?  When  will  com- 
petent B^ion  foremen,  especially,  learn 
that  they  are  the  scarcest  article  of  labor 
on  the  North  American  continent,  and  that 
once  they  realize  this  and  get  together 
and  ask  for  it,  ererything  fair  and  rea- 
sonable may  be  theirs? 

This  for  an  introduction  for  the  con- 
tinued good  news  of  every  month  of  this 
year  as  to  increases  in  the  rates  of  pay 
of  our  good  people  through  the  action  of 
their  representatives  and  primarily 
through  their  good  sense  in  organizing. 

Early  in  the  year,  Chairman  St.  Oyr  ot 
the  C.  N.  O.  sent  in  the  good  news  of  an 
increase  in  rates  of  pay  on  that  road 
through  the  revision  of  their  schedule,  and 
let  me  say  here  that  on  all  roads  making 
part  of  the  Mackenzie-Mann  system,  the 
C.  N.  officials  have  invariably  met  our 
committees  cordially  and  dealt  with  them 
generously.  Following  closely  upon  this. 
Chairman  Murray  and  his  Board,  repre- 
senting onr  good  people  on  the  Govern- 
ment  Railways  of  Canada,  added  $40,000 
per  year  to  the  wages  of  our  people  on 
that  system.  Then,  possibly  the  highest 
increase  ever  given  at  any  one  time,  but 
not  a  cent  more  than  we  are  well  worth, 
the  acceptance  by  the  C.  P.  R.  officials  of 
the  award  of  the  conciliation  and  inves- 
tigation committee,  which  gave  up  some- 
thing like  a  14%  Increase  to  our  rates 
from  ocean  to  oeean.  This  was  followed 
shortly  by  the  C.  N.  in  the  West  accept- 
ing the  same  rates  for  the  employees  of 
our  craft  on  their  road  and  intermingled 
with  this,  Vice-President  Powell  and 
Chairman  Sutton  of  the  Norfolk-Southern 
sent  me  to  Winnipeg  the  good  news  of  a 
satisfactory  schedule  received  for  the  first 
time  by  our  committee  on  that  road.  The 
schedule  based  upon  the  award  given  to 


the  C.  N.  was  signed  up  by  General  Super- 
intendent Cameron  for  the  company  and 
Chairman  Fljozdal  for  the  employees  on 
the  28th  of  April,  thus  finishing  up  in 
that  month  a  splendid  record  of  the  year's 
doings  to  that  date. 

Not  to  be  outdone  by  its  predecessors. 
May  brought  in  the  good  news  from  Vice- 
President  Powers  of  a  good  schedule  for 
the  Boston  ft  Albany  boys,  duly  signed, 
giving  the  usual  foundation  stones  of 
each  and  every  good  schedule.  They  have 
the  ten-hour  day  and  Saturday,  eight 
hours;  for  work  done  in  excess  of  ten 
hours  or  Sundays  they  receive  overtime; 
promotion  by  seniority  when  a  man  is 
qualified,  investigation  where  a  man  be- 
lieves he  has  been  suspended  or  dis- 
missed finjustly,  and  reinstatement  and 
pay  for  lost  time  where  the  investiga- 
tion shows  the  discipline  was  unjust.  This 
for  a  sample  of  their  schedule  and  all  the 
other  good  clauses  of  a  good  schedule  are 
in  it  I  congratulated  Brother  Powers 
and  Chairman  Bennett  and  the  members 
of  the  Joint  Protective  Board  for  the 
good  work  they  have  done,  and  trust  that 
the  men  they  represent  will  show  equal 
appreciation.  Following  closely  came  the 
good  news  from  Brother  Powell  of  a  set- 
tlement on  the  S.  A.  L.  Chairman  Brad- 
ley and  his  Board,  being  also  assisted  by 
Brother  Powell,  to  whom  I  had  given  in- 
structions to  aid  any  of  the  Southern 
committees  needing  his  assistance.  On 
the  C.  of  Ga.,  the  committee  met  the  offi- 
cials, but  thus  far  nothing  has  been  ac- 
complished. Patience  and  perseverance, 
however,  bring  results  south  as  well  as 
north,  and  is  our  specific  for  all  climates 
and  all  roads;  and  one  road  which  is  now 
happily  rejoicing  in  a  schedule  happily 
signed  up  by  the  General  Manager  and 
General  Chairman,  was  asking  me  to  al- 
low the  men  to  be  called  out.  Nothing 
doing,  except  to  give  them  further  direc- 
tions as  to  how  to  proceed  and  a  further 
requisition  on  their  patience  and  perse- 
verance, both  of  which  were  honored,  and 
lo!  in  due  time  a  satisfactory  settlement 
and  a  cordial  parting  with  the  officials 
and  a  better  understanding  of  each  oth- 
er's position  than  ever  before,  Jin^  again 
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my  congratulations  were  promptly  sent 
and  were  the  more  sincere  and  hearty  .be- 
cause of  the  restraint  I  had  to  put  upon 
the  good  boys,  but  of  which  they  now 
acknowledge  the  propriety  and  profit 

When  to  go  slow  and  when  to  restrain 
is  just  as  important  a  part  of  the  duty  of 
the  president  of  an  organization  who  is 
conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  his  du- 
ties, as  to  know  when  to  press  forward 
and  urge  to  action  those  who  might  be 
disposed  to  lag,  and  on  his  foresight  and 
ability  to  diagnose  when  to  restrain  and 
when  to  urge  forward  depends  the  suc- 
cess, indeed,  I  almost  might  say,  the  very 
existence  of  the  Brotherhood.  Foresight 
is  always  better  than  hindsight,  and  "of 
all  the  sad  words  of  tongue  or  pen,  the 
saddest  are  these. 

It  might  have  been,*' 
and  too  often  one  sees  later  where  ''mar- 
rying  in  haste  meant  repenting  at  leisure" 

Following  closely  on  the  good  news  of 
the  S.  A.  L.  and  following  my  instruc- 
tions given,  part  of  them,  from  Winni- 
peg, Chicago,  Harrisburg  and  Toronto,  and 
then  headquarters,  for  in  my  recent  move- 
ments I  had  to  do  the  work  of  instruct- 
ing my  various  committees  from  many 
places  before  getting  finally  settled  on 
May  13  at  headquarters,  where  I  can 
keep  more  closely  in  touch  with  all  our 
various  interests.  To  continue  my  story 
for  the  "merrie  month  of  May." 

One  schedule  revised  the  morning  of 
the  30th,  brought  me  the  very  pleasing 
intelligence  from  Washington,  D.  C,  which 
I  had  been  expecting  and  looking  for,  of  a 
wire  from  Vice-President  Powell,  telling 
of  a  satisfactory  revision  of  the  schedule 
for  the  Southern  with  a  substantial  In- 
crease in  their  rates  of  pay.  I  wired  my 
congratulations  to  Brothers  Powell,  Chair- 
man Johnson  and  all  concerned  in  the 
good  work.  But  the  record  for  May  was 
not  yet  finished,  for  the  good  news  came 
to  me  from  the  Temiskaming  &  North 
Ontario  that  a  revision  of  the  schedule 
between  General  Superintendent  Black 
and  General  Roadmaster  Toung  and  our 
committee,  had  given  an  increase  in  rates 
practically  the  same  as  had  been  given 
by  the  award  to  their  comrades  on  the 


C.  P.  R.  was  given  for  our  good  boys  on 
the  T.  lb  N.  O.  Thus,  I  think  you  will 
agree  with  me  that  thus  far  1911  has  far 
surpassed  any  former  year,  good  as  some 
of  them  have  been,  and  that  the  ''merrie 
month  of  May"  has  surely  been  as  good 
as  its  predecessor,  and  notwithstanding 
all  that  I  have  given,  I  have  forgotten 
one  more  road  on  which,  thanks  to  the 
agitation  started  by  our  good  old  friend, 
Brother  T.  J.  O'Donnell  and  another 
Southern  delegate  from  the  IlUnois  Cen- 
tral, a  very  substantial  increase  in  pay 
was  given  to  our  people  on  that  road  in 
the  month  of  March,  and  for  which  full 
credit  must  be  given  to  our  boys  south  of 
the  Ohio  who  started  the  agitation  which 
resulted  in  the  increase  in  the  rates  of  pay 
which  I  have  Just  mentioned. 

Need  I  say  that  I  am  grateful  for  all 
these  blessings?  I  can  assure  you  that 
not  a  single  inmate  of  any  home  where 
these  Increases  of  pay  have  meant  more 
comforts  and  happiness  and  brightness, 
have  more  Joy  in  the  added  comforts 
thaa  I,  or  is  more  profoundly  grateful  to 
God  from  whose  bountiful  hand  all  these 
blessings  flow.  Just -think  of  it,  brothers, 
in  six  short  months  the  excellent  in- 
creases in  our  pay  on  all  the  roads  whicb 
I  have  Just  mentioned.  Who  can  count 
the  comforts  these  increases  have  brought 
to  our  people?  Is  it  any  wonder  that  1 
am  grateful  in  the  thought  of  it  all,  and 
glad  to  be  able  to  feel  that  I  have  helped 
in  any  degree  to  bring  this  about,  and  I 
have  again  echoed  Brother  George  Keays* 
motto,  "Let  the  good  work  go  on." 

The  month  of  May  also  brought  me  the 
notification  tram  the  Department  of  La- 
bor at  Ottawa,  Ontario,  that  the  Board 
of  Railway  Commissioners  intended  to 
take  up  and  consider  the  question  of  the 
length  of  sections  and  the  help  that  should 
be  allowed.  There  are  few  questions  that 
more  vitally  afPect  the  comfort  of  onr 
workers  than  this.  It  is  common  knowl- 
edge that  the  improvement  of  the  mainte- 
nance of  way  department  has  not  kept 
pace  with  the  improvements  in  other  liatf 
and  departments  of  the  railway  serviee. 
For  instance,  the  weight  of  rails  has  not 
kept  pace  with  the  wei^  of  engines  aa^ 
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rolling  stock,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  weight  of  trains,  the  number  of 
trains,  the  speed  of  trains  has  in  recent 
years  more  than  doubled,  there  has  not 
been  any  adequate  increase  in  the  weight 
of  metal  on  which  the  rolling  stock  trav- 
els, nor  in  the  help  given  to  maintain  our 
tracks  and  bridges  in  the  safe  and  easy 
riding  condition  with  which  we  are  re- 
quired to  keep  them.  I  have  written  to 
foremen  on  many  roads,  asking  their  opin- 
ion as  to  the  number  of  miles  ^  standard 
section  should  be  and  the  amount  of  help 
required.  The  answer  seems  to  be  toler- 
ably unanimous  that  not  more  than  six 
nor  less  than  five  miles,  with  a  man  to  a 
mile,  foreman  included,  should  be  the 
standard.  Brother  Pegg  is  making  an 
elaborate  statement  of  the  work  to  be 
done  on  each  mile  of  a  section  which  I 
am  sure  will  be  of  importance  in  guiding 
the  commissioners  and  for  knowledge  of 
what  is  required  to  be  done  to  maintain 
a  section,  my  own  experience  as  a  track 
foreman  with  that  of  any  others  who 
wish  to  appear  before  the  Board,  will  all 
be  at  the  service  of  the  Commission  to 
give  them  the  very  fullest  information 
possible  on  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion. 

I  had  the  pleasure,  between  other  urg- 
ent duties,  of  accepting  the  kindly  invita- 
tion of  Grand  Master  Lee  of  the  B.  R.  T. 
to  be  present  at  the  public  meeting  of 
their  biennial  convention  in  Harrisburg. 
I  gave  to  the  splendid  delegates  assem- 
bled there  that  evening  the  most  earnest 
tnd  heartiest  good  wishes  of  our  organiza- 
tion for  their  continued  health,  wealth  and 
prosperity  and  the  same  to  their  graceful 
&ny,  the  Woman's  Auxiliary.  The  theater 
in  which  the  evening  session  was  held 
was  packed  with  delegates  of  both  the 
Brotherhood  and  the  Auxiliary,  and  splen- 
did addresses  were  given  by  the  governor, 
the  mayor,  Grand  Master  Lee,  our  good 
friend.  Commissioner  of  Labor,  Dr.  Neil, 
of  Washington,  Presidents  Stone  and  Car- 
ter of  the  B.  L.  E.  and  B.  of  L.  F.  lb  E. 
and  the  Hon.  Senator  CofEln,  the  good 
old  friend  and  father  of  the  white  button 
movement  in  the  railway  brotherhoods. 
I  mlg^t  say  that  Presidents  Stone,  Car- 


ter and  myself  had  the  privilege  of  speak- 
ing to  the  delegates  in  their  convention 
assembled  when  I  again  conveyed  the  good 
wishes  of  our  organization  and  asked  the 
offices  of  all  delegates  present  in  letting 
the  trackmen  on  their  runs  know  of  our 
organization  and  received  from  Grand 
Master  Lee  and  the  convention  the  heart- 
iest kind  of  an  assurance  that  any  and 
every  assistance  that  they  could  give  us 
was  at  our  service.  I  was  happy  to  be 
able  to  convey  my  own  obligations  as  well 
as  that  of  our  organization  for  the  kind- 
ness offered  me  by  Brother  Morrissey 
when  he  was  president  of  that  organiza- 
tion, in  addressing  the  delegates  of  the 
1897  convention  in  Toronto,  when  I  was 
given  the  privilege  of  the  platform,  and 
of  expressing  obligations  deeper  still  to 
the  Board  of  Adjustment  of  the  C.  P.  R. 
and  especially  their  secretary,  now  one 
of  the  Grand  Officers  of  the  B.  of  R.  T., 
Brother  James  Murdock,  for  their  valued 
mediation  in  the  time  of  our  stress  and 
strain  on  the  C.  P.  R.  "Eaten  bread 
should  not  be  forgotten,"  although  it  often 
is,  and  I  have  a  very  enduring  recollec- 
tion of  the  obligations  their  organization 
has  conferred  upon  ours  and  upon  myself 
personally. 

From  Harrisburg  I  came  to  Toronto, 
where  the  convention  of  our  good  friends 
and  brothers,  the  men  who  are  closest 
to  us  in  our  daily  walk  and  work,  the 
0.  R.  T.,  was  in  session,  and  conveyed  to 
them  our  heartiest  greetings,  than  which 
none  could  be  more  sincere  and  received 
a  very  cordial  welcome  from  the  good 
boys  and  girls  there. 

Brothers  Perham  and  Quick,  Brother 
Newman  and  all  the  other  vice-presidents 
were  there,  looking  as  young  or  younger 
than  when  I  last  beheld  them  in  Atlanta. 
The  convention  showea  their  good  sense 
in  returning  to  office  these  veterans  in 
their  servioe  who  have  in  the  past  served 
them  so  faithfully  and  so  well.  Sister 
B.  Smith  of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  re- 
ported splendid  work  done  by  that  young 
organization  and  I  had  much  pleasure 
in  conveying  to  Sister  Smith  the  very 
best  wishes  of  our  organization  and  our 
Auxiliary  and  hoped  at  the  ^xt  conven- 
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tion  another  Sister  Smith,  president  of 
our  own  Auxiliary,  would  be  able  per- 
sonally to  bring  the  good  wishes  of  the 
Auxiliary  to  her  sisters. 

My  letter  is  getting  long*  but  where 
the  news  is  so  good  it  is  hard  to  be  brief, 
and  one  item  from  our  good  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Brother  H.  Irwin,  has  escaped  me, 
Tiz.,  an  increase  given  to  the  yard  fore- 
men of  the  G.  T.  R.  I  mentioned  my 
interview  with  Superintendent  Brewer  be- 
fore I  left  Winnipeg  and  was  hopeful 
that  my  talk  with  him  on  the  subject  of 
overtime,  as  well  as  other  matters  con- 
nected with  our  maintenance  of  way  folk 
on  that  road,  would  have  a  good  effect 
and  if  I  might  lay  the  flattering  unction 
to  my  soul  that  this  increase  was  part  of 
it,  it  would  give  me  much  pleasure. 

Memorial  Day  brought  its  own  solemn 
duty  of  again  visiting  our  late  Presi- 
dent's grave  and  laying  a  floral  token  of 
kindly  remembrance  on  the  lonely  mound. 
Brother  T.  J.  O'Donnell,  who  was  pres- 
ent at  the  dedication  of  the  tombstone, 
asked  that  yearly  as  the  day  came  around 
and  as  long  as  the  headquarters  were  at 
St  Louis,  the  statr  should  show  our  re- 
spect for  the  departed  by  paying  the  an- 
nual token  of  remembrance.  There  was 
no  speechifying  nor  any  ceremony.  A  half 
hour's  communion  of  thought  and  a  good- 
bye and  we  separated  for  other  duties 
or  pleasures  which  the  holiday  might 
have  for  us. 

Again,  with  cordial  thanks  to  a  gra- 
cious Providence  for  kindly  leading  and 
guidance,  and  grateful  thanks  to  all  the 
workers  who  are  loyally  co-operating  with 
me  in  bringing  about  such  improved  con- 
ditions as  I  have  been  telling  of,  and  ask- 
ing for  a  continuance  of  the  co-operation, 
I  am.    Yours  fraternally,     A.  B.  Lowe. 

President. 
P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  letter, 
the  news  has  come  In  from  Brother  W.  L. 
Slaughter  of  the  Coal  ft  Coke  Co.  of  a 
;ood  schedule  signed  by  the  general  man- 
ager of  that  road,  giving  a  good  set  of 
rules  and  a  fair  increase  in  pay.  This 
is  especially  good  work  on  the  part  of 
Brother  Slaughter  and  his  comrades,  as 
■^y  have  secured  this  schedule  at  their 


flrst  attempt,  and  we  congratulate  them 
and  the  good  brothers  they  represent  on 
their  success.  A.  B.  L. 

Mauldin,  S.  C. 

The  regular  meeting  of  our  lodge  was 
called  on  the  21st  of  this  month  and 
every  member  of  the  Third  Dividon  was 
notifled,  but  for  some  reason  very  few 
of  them  showed  up  at  the  meeting.  Boys, 
I  would  be  ashamed  to  let  anybody  know 
how  little  you  think  of  the  Brothertiood. 
Do  you  want  someone  to  give  you  some- 
thing better,  or  are  you  satisfled  witb 
keeping  up  18  and  20  miles  of  track  at 
the  present  salary?  Tour  actions  would 
indicate  that  you  are  perfectly  satMled 
as  you  are. 

Those  men  who  were  so  anxious  for  us 
to  hold  the  meeting  did  not  show  up.  Will 
they  explain  why?  Boys,  you  should  all 
know  that  we  cannot  get  anything  if  we 
dont  try  and  go  after  it,  and  if  we  would 
only  go  after  it,  we  could  get  anything 
in  reason  that  we  asked  for.  Don't  de- 
pend on  somebody  else  to  do  the  work. 
but  get  together  and  help  yourself.  I 
never  tried  to  get  anything  myself  with- 
out I  worked  for  it,  because  it  would 
make  me  feel  like  as  if  I  had  stolen  it 
and  if  you  are  true  unionists  and  Broth- 
erhood men  you  will  attend  the  meetings 
of  your  lodge  without  being  coaxed. 

I  am  afraid  some  of  our  brothers  are 
growing  feathers,  and  if  you  are,  I  would 
advise  you  to  try  to  get  a  Job  on  the 
poultry  farm.  There  is  no  excuse  for 
members  not  attending  the  meetings  and 
help  to  get  things  in  better  shape  unless 
it  is  sickness  or  an  accident  There  is 
no  one  to  blame  but  ourselves  if  we  are 
i^ked  to  keep  up  a  section  of  18  or  20 
miles  of  track.  There  is  no  sense  in  it 
and  we  are  alone  to  blame,  as  we  have 
never  asked  for  anything  better. 

The  Bible  tells  us  to  ''Ask  and  ye  tb^ 
receive."  I  would  not  have  much  ffcith 
in  a  member  who  does  not  attend  the 
meetings  of  his  lodge,  for  if  we  got  la 
trouble  sometime  with  the  company  snd 
were  called  off  the  work,  a  man  who  ft^ 
gets  to  come  to  his  lodgie  meetings  mi^t 
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tlflo  forget  to  stop  work  when  ^e  was 
toM  to. 

Now,  I  do  not  want  any  of  you  to  get 
offonded  at  anything  I  have  said.  I  only 
want  you  to  see  tlie  matter  as  I  see  it 
I  do  not  really  helieve  that  there  is  a 
man  on  the  road  who  is  acting  the  way 
he  does  just  from  pure  thoughtfulness. 
I  beUeve  an  of  their  intentions  are  good, 
only  they  do  not  realize  yet  that  they  are 
not  doing  all  they  might  do  or  should  do. 
I  hope  all  of  you  will  take  this  matter 
serioQsly  to  heart.  Come  out  to  the  next 
meeting  and  let  us  get  things  in  shape 
so  we  may  get  something  better  than  we 
hare  now.  There  is  one  thing  sure,  that 
no  matter  what  we  do,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  make  them  worse. 

I  win  close  now,  and  hope  to  see  every 
foreman  on  the  Third  Division  at  the  next 
meeting    Tours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

D.  H.  B. 


--»0-9- 


Hockman,  Va. 

I  have  been  reading  the  letters  in  the 
AnvocAn  for  some  time,  and  think  they 
tre  very  interesting,  and  I  thought  I  would 
try  to  write  a  few  lines. 

I  am  a  water  boy  on  the  Pocahontas 
Division  of  the  Norfolk  ft  Western  Rail- 
way. I  am  15  years  old  and  have  been 
carrying  water  for  the  last  three  years. 
My  fitther  is  a  Brotherhood  man,  and  I 
am  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  I 
win  be  one.  I  certainly  think  the  union 
Is  doing  more  for  the  working  man  than 
all  the  other  things  combined. 

I  would  be  delighted  to  exchange  post 
cards  with  any  of  the  readers.  If  this 
should  appear  in  the  coming  issue  of  the 
A0VOCATB,  I  will  write  again.  < 

With  best  wishes  for  the  Brotherhood, 
I  remain.  Jas.  Clabk. 


Robson,  W.  Va. 

Seeing  a  letter  in  the  June  issue  of  the 
Advocate  from  our  General  Chairman, 
Brother  P.  J.  Noonan,  and  being  on  the 
same  division  of  the  Virginian,  it  did  me 
good  and  prompted  me  to  try  to  write  a 
few  lines  to  the  good  old  Advfcate. 


I  have  never  met  Brother  Noonan  but 
know  him  by  reputation.  Go  your  length. 
Brother  Noonan!  We  are  well  pleased 
with  your  work  as  our  chairman.  You 
have  been  reasonable  and  fair  with  all 
sides  of  our  craft  and  that  is  what  we 
'  stand  for  in  all  circumstances. 

Well,  brothers,  I  have  worked  for  five 
years  as  foreman  on  the  Virginia  railway 
without  a  day  of  vacation.  Can  you  beat 
this? 

The  brush  and  weeds  have  grown  up 
along  our  track  and  this  is  the  busiest 
time  of  the  year  with  us,  as  the  ditching 
and  all  is  on  at  the  same  time. 

Well,  boys,  our  dues  for  the  second  half 
of  the  year  are  due  now,  and  for  the  love 
we  owe  to  our  order,  wives  and  children, 
let  us  stand  up  like  men  and  pay  our  dues 
and  get  a  new  clean  card  to  step  around 
with  the  rest  of  the  year  1911. 

I  Joined  the  Brotherhood  in  1908  when 
Brother  F.  M.  Creasy  was  organizer.  He 
was  our  first  organizer  and  we  think  a 
great  deal  of  him,  but  we  believe  he 
visited  our  new  road  a  little  too  soon  to 
accomplish  success  at  that  time. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  I  am  worklhg  six 
good  honest  white  men  in  my  gang  and 
I  have  taught  and  prayed  Brotherhood 
to  them  to  the  fullest  capacity,  but  I  can- 
not get  them  to  see  the  error  of  the  path 
in  which  they  are  traveling,  but  I  think 
that  if  a  good  organizer  such  as  Broth- 
er J.  T.  Layne  would  drop  in  to  my  gang 
some  pay  day,  some,  if  not  all  of  them 
would  Join  the  craft. 

We  have  good  reasonable  officials  on 
the  Virginia  railway.  Our  present  road- 
master  is  J.  Carlson.  I  have  worked  un- 
der seven  roadmasters  since  I  came  here 
and  got  along  very  nicely  with  six  out  of 
the  seven. 

I  saw  some  extra  good  letters  in  the 
Advocate  from  the  sisters  and  I  do  love 
to  read  them.  Keep  on  writing,  sisters, 
it  helps  and  makes  us  feel  proud  of  you 
to  see  that  you  take  so  much  interest  in 
our  welfare. 

I  hope  we  will  receive  our  annual  pass 
in  the  near  future  and  an  increase  in 
wages  later  on.  We  have  this  promised 
and  are  looking  forward  for  same. 
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Now  I  would  say  in  conclusion  to  our 
members,  pay  up  your  dues  promptly. 
Get  in  line  with  the  organization,  so  we 
will  not  have  to  turn  our  back  when  we 
are  approached  by  a  Brotherhood  man. 

Hoping  the  editor  will  not  think  this 
is  too  lengthy  and  unworthy  for  publi- 
cation, and  wishing  the  Brotherhood  suc- 
cess; also  thanking  Brother  Noonan  for 
the  information  he  gave  us  through  the 
Juno  issue  of  the  Advocate,  I  remain,  • 
Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

C.  R. 


-«<>«- 


Alnwick,  W.  Va. 

This  is  my  first  attempt  to  write  to  the 
Advocate.  I  am  not  very  well  educated, 
but  looking  through  the  dear  old  Advo- 
cate I  could  not  find  any  letters  from  any 
of  our  N.  ft  W.  boys,  so  I  thought  I  would 
scratch  a  few  lines;  that  is,  if  the  editor 
will  accept  them,  so  as  to  wake  up  some 
of  the  sleepy-headed  -  brothers  who  only 
care  for  pay-day  and  Sunday  to  come. 
Now,  brothers,  that  is  no  way  to  do.  Get 
out  among  your  non-brotherhood  laborer- 
mates  and  try  to  get  new  members  to 
come  into  the  dear  old  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W. 
E.  We  can  do  a  lot  of  good  if  we  will 
only  try.  Don't  you  think  so,  boys?  Let 
us  get  to  work  and  build  up  our  organiza- 
tion, keep  our  dues  paid  up  and  attend 
our  meetings  promptly.  That  is  the  trou- 
ble with  most  of  us.  We  don't  attend 
our  meetings  regularly.  Let  us  wake  up 
to  our  duty  and  be  brothers  from  our 
heart.  Tug  River  Lodge  is  doing  very 
well.  We  have  144  members,  so  let  us  get 
to  work  and  build  up  our  organization  all 
we  can. 

If  this  misses  the  waste  basket,  I  will 
call  again.    Tours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

O.  W.  Rtan. 


—  'O^ 

Clyboum  Lodge  No.  246. 

It  is  high  time  that  someone  from  Clay- 
bourn  Lodge  was  getting  busy  and  sending 
in  a  few  lines  for  the  Advocate.  You  no- 
tice every  month  that  they  still  main- 
tain the  lead,  but  nothing  is  ever  heard 
from   them.     What  Is  the   matter   with 


Kelly?  I  think  that  the  new  song  just 
out  suits  his  case:  "Kelly's  Gone  to  King- 
dom Come."    Poor  Kelly! 

Well,  boys,  we  are  having  our  hands 
full  of  work  and  I  think  that  is  the  rea- 
son nothing  has  been  heard  from  Clar- 
bourn  Lodge.  E^verybody  has  been  busy 
on  account  of  the  new  terminal  depot, 
and  now  that  it  is  open,  I  think  that  we 
will  have  a  little  time  to  ourselves.  Well, 
boys,  the  committees  are  busy  with  your 
schedule,  and  in  a  few  days  expect  to  be 
through.  Now,  I  want  to  impress  on  your 
minds  that  it  takes  quite  a  while  to  get 
through  with  this  business,  and  I  want 
you  all  to  stick  to  the  finish.  Do  not 
get  disheartened!  Everything  is  going 
on  smoothly.  Always  remember  that  you 
must  crawl  before  you  walk.  I  remain, 
Certificate  No.  A-1680S. 


-*o-^ 


Carroll,  la. 

Purity  Lodge,  at  its  regular  meeting 
Sunday,  June  11,  elected  the  following  offl- 
cers:  E.  A.  Pump,  President;  John  Odien, 
Vice-President;  Jacob  Kruse,  Secretary- 
Treasurer;  A.  L.  Pr ingle,  Chaplain;  R.  M. 
Moore,  Journal  Agent;  Tom  Lambert,  Con- 
ductor; P.  E.  Egan,  Warden;  B.  A.  Wal- 
lins.  Inner  Sentinel ;  A.  L.  Robinson.  Outer 
Sentinel. 

Although  our  lodge  is  in  its  infancy 
and  was  but  recently  located  at  Carroll, 
the  meeting  was  well  attended  by  the 
brothers  from  the  western  half  of  tlie 
Iowa  Division  of  the  C.  ft  N.  W.  Ry.  and 
all  present  enjoyed  a  profitable  and  in- 
teresting time.    Fraternally  yours, 

JOUBNAI.  A0E5T. 


-»o^ 


South  Whitley,  Ind. 

The  regular  meetings  of  Nickel  Plit« 
Lodge  No.  598  are  held  at  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind.,  on  the  third  Sunday  of  each  month. 
It  is  through  these  meetings  that  we  ff^ 
our  schooling  in  unionism  and  learn  to 
know  more  of  each  other  by  becoming 
better  acquainted  with  each  other  and 
with  the  workings  of  the  order.  These 
meetings  also  help  us  in  our  work,  as  we 
all  know  from  experience  that  the  edoca- 
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tion  a  man  receives  along  practical  lines 
at  these  meetings  is  a  great  help  in  the 
performance  of  his  regular  duties.  For 
some  unknown  cause,  there  seems  to  he  a 
lack  of  interest  shown  on  the  part  of 
some  of  the  brothers.  This  is  wrong. 
Each  and  every  man  in  the  maintenance 
of  waj  department  should  make  a  special 
effort  to  attend  these  meetings  and  bring 
as  many  with  you  as  possible. 

Seventeen  new  members  were  initiated 
at  the  last  regular  meeting.  There  were 
53  members  present  and  a  good  time  was 
'    enjoyed  by  alL 

George  Talbert  and  his  gang  are  now 
working  at  Claypool.  Mr.  Talbert's  health 
is  improving  slowly  from  the  fall  he  had 
the  first  of  the  year,  and  in  a  short  time 
will  be  as  good  as  new.  Cris  Emigh  and 
his  extra  gang  are  working  at  South 
Whitley. 

Well,  brothers,  get  in  line  and  keep  up 
the  good  work.  If  you  know  a  man  whom 
yon  think  should  be  a  member,  go  after 
him  and  keep  after  him  until  he  comes 
hL  It  will  benefit  him  and  benefit  you. 
The  larger  membership  we  have  the  more 
f*)rce  we  will  be  when  we  go  up  for  some- 
thing. The  time  is  almost  here  when  a 
man  with  a  family  will  have  a  hard  time 
living  on  the  present  salary,  in  fact  there 
are  a  lot  of  us  merely  existing  at  the  pres- 
ent time  and  we  should  do  everything  we 
can  to  better  our  condition.  Yours  in  B. 
L  and  U.,  Joubnal  Agent. 

Lowell,  Mass. 

I  hope  this  letter  will  not  be  too  late 
to  get  In  this  month's  Advocate,  for  we 
want  to  let  the  other  lodges  know  that 
we  are  still  alive  and  are  getting  along 
in  great  shape. 

One  of  our  brothers  whom  we  had  out 
hunting  up  the  men  who  seemed  to  for- 
get to  pay  their  dues  and  some  of  the 
nons  who  do  not  know  how  to  help  them- 
lelves,  met  with  very  good  success.  Sev- 
eral of  the  nons  Joined  our  lodge  and  we 
expect  quite  a  few  more  at  our  next 
meeting. 

On  the  10th  of  last  May  we  held  our 
first  aannal  social  and  dance  for  the  bene- 


fit  of  our  Sick  Fund,  and  it  was  a  grand 
success.  We  thank  all  those  who  helped 
and  showed  so  much  interest  in  it  to 
make  everybody  happy  and  enjoy  them- 
selves. The  dance  program  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Waltz — ^All  Welcome.  Two-Step— Our 
Friends.  Schottische— B.  L.  V.  Quad- 
rille— Everybody  Up.  Pan-American — ^B. 
of  R.  T.  Waltz — Oxford,  Our  General 
Manager.  Schottische — B.  U  of  F.  Vir- 
ginia Reel— Our  Grand  Officers.  Walts— 
O.  R.  C.  Two-step— O.  of  G.  D.  of  A. 
Quadrille — ^Elnjoy  Yourself.  Schottische 
—Our  Aids.  Redowa— Our  Assistant  Gen- 
eral Manager.  Pan-American — Our  Floor 
Director.  Duchess — Our  Treasurer.  Waltz 
—Don't  Forget  Our  Next 

Now,  there  may  be  a  few  of  our  fellow- 
workers  who  do  not  yet  belong  to  the 
brotherhood  and  are  reading  this  Journal 
which  they  found  in  the  car  house  and 
would  like  to  know  what  we  have  a  Sick 
Fund  for  and  what  we  do  with  it  We 
use  this  fund  to  help  our  brothers  who 
get  hurt  or  are  sick  and  unable  to  work 
and  care  for  those  depending  on  them. 
Now,  Mr.  Non-Union  Man,  if  you  will 
take  a  little  notice  of  this  and  get  in  with 
the  rest  of  us,  you  will  find  that  you  have 
a  good  body  of  friends  with  you  who  will 
help  you  when  you  are  in  need.  Do  not 
wait  until  some  day  you  find  it  is  too  late 
and  then  sit  down  and  wish  you  had 
Joined  in  with  the  rest  of  the  boys  where 
you  could  have  some  friends  to  help  you. 
Do  not  put  off  and  wait,  for  waiting  will 
never  fix  the  track.  Tours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
JouBNAi.  Agent. 


•^^y^ 


New  St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

Well,  brothers  and  readers  of  the  Advo- 
cate, I  will  try  to  write  a  letter  to  the 
Advocate,  as  I  haven't  had  a  letter  from 
any  of  the  old  Jerries  on  the  F.  E.  C. 
Railway.  I  think  they  are  all  like  myself 
— so  lazy  on  Sundays  or  don't  care — but 
I  would  be  glad  to  read  a  letter  fronrevery 
brother,  also  meet  them  all  at  our  next 
k>dge  meeting. 

I  was  talking  with  a  brother  last  even- 
ing who  had  been  to  Miami  attending  a 

meeting.     He  had  a  nice  Ume^  and j  mi- 
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joyed  his  trip  yery  much,  but  he  found 
thingB  pretty  nigged  down  the  line.  He 
■aid  he  hoped  the  boys  would  pay  more 
attention  to  their  weltere  than  they  had 
been  and  try  to  keep  things  lined  up  and, 
of  course,  that  Is  our  duty. 

Now,  if  we  can't  surfiuse  our  section  all 
orer  at  once,  we  will  hare  to  jolt  some 
of  it,  so  I  think  we  will  hare  to  jolt  up 
some  of  the  backsliders  and  get  them  In 
line  and  then  everything  will  run  smooth- 
ly.  It  is  like  this.  When  the  superrisor 
or  roadmaster  comes  over  the  road  mak- 
ing inspections,  they  know  you  are  8  or 
9  months  behind  with  your  dues  and  they 
take  pleasure  in  pinching  you  all  they 
-can  and  will  make  things  unpleasant  for 
you,  so  you  must  get  the  new  1911  card 
then  you  can  pinch  someone  else.  Be  a 
man  or  a  monkey,  don't  be  a  backslider. 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt,  I  hope  the 
editor  will  help  me  line  this  up  and  find 
space  enough  in  the  journal  if  he  can 
and  I  will  try  my  hand  again. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  some  of  the  boys 
on  the  F.  R  C.  soon,  I  am, 

CnrrmcATv  No.  A-16757. 


Vita,  Manitoba,  Canada. 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  I  wrote 
anything  for  the  Advocate,  so  I  will  now 
endeavor  to  write  a  short  note. 

On  May  12  we  had  a  call  from  our  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer of  Warroad  Lodge  No. 
323  to  attend  a  meeting  to  hear  our  Vice- 
President  and  General  Chairman  discuss 
and  talk  to  us  on  the  past  negotiations 
our  committee  had  with  the  C.  N.  Rail- 
way. I  am  sure  that  all  of  the  members 
present  were  well  paid  for  any  trouble 
they  might  have  been  put  to  in  coming  to 
listen  to  the  pros  and  cons  of  the  case  in 
hand.  All  of  us,  at  some  future  date,  I  am 
sure,  would  like  to  hear  Vice-President 
Henry  Irwin  speak  to  us  again.  General 
Chairman  Fljozdal  also  made  a  very  nice 
speech,  which  brought  the  house  to  cheer- 
ing on  more  than  one  occasion. 

The  schedule  as  signed  by  our  commit- 
tee and  the  C.  N.  Railway  is  one  that 
every  man  who  claims  to  belong  to  the  I. 
B.  of  M.  of  W.  B.  should  well  be  proud  of. 


not  only  in  the  large  increase  in  pay,  but 
in  several  clauses  which  affect  our  fellow- 
workers.  The  committee  certainly  was 
negotiating  a  long  time,  but  in  the  end 
they  came  home  with  flying  colors.  There 
is  always  an  end  to  every  race,  and  the 
swiftest  generally  win.  In  our  case  the 
race  was  a  very  difficult  one  to  conquer, 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  solid  vote 
of  our  brothers,  I  simply  do  not  know 
how  we  would  stand  today,  but  thanks  to 
unionism  which  "IS  STRENGTH,"  the 
struggle  was  soon  over  and  a  solid  front 
prevailed* 

It  is  now  getting  near  our  semi-annual 
assessment,  and,  brothers,  be  sure  to  send 
to  your  respective  lodges  the  $3.00  asked 
for  foremen  and  $2.00  for  men  and  make 
no  mistake  that  borrowed  money  not  paid 
back  is  nothing  else  but  theft  Ton  all 
know  what  I  mean  by  this  phrase,  if  you 
have  listened  to  Vice-President  and  Gen- 
eral Chairman  speeches.  Every  member 
must  have  his  eyes  open  and  watch  the 
proceedings  between  the  C.  P.  R.  section 
men  and  their  company.  They  will  prob- 
ably meet  the  Railway  Commission  at 
its  next  meeting  on  June  6  at  Ottawa  to 
take  into  consideration  the  length  of  sec- 
tions and  number  of  men  employes  on 
each.  Their  decision  and  any  ruling  the 
Board  may  make  may  likely  apply  to  ns 
and  all  roads  in  Canada,  so  watch  and 
wait 

Wishing  continued  success  to  our  order, 
I  am.  Journal  Agsit. 

Belle  Plaine,  Iowa. 

I  have  been  watching  your  publications 
of  the  journal  with  interest  and  so  (*r 
no  items  concerning  the  Northwestern 
has  appeared,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
I.  ft  M.  and  Iowa  Division.  It  is  mj  ^ 
side  to  submit  to  you  a  few  points  of  the 
work  that  is  being  carried  on  in  this  ptrt 
of  the  country. 

The  organization  here  is  lined  up  to  a 
man,  with  only  a  few  exceptions,  but  the 
outlook  is  very  favorable.  One  of  oor 
men  filed  fifty-one  applications  during  the 
past  month.  We  have  a  very  hustUoS 
local  here,  mn^j^.^p^pf  genuine  hustlers 


THB  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


467 


and  we  can  gladly  saj  that  this  liyely  in- 
terest awakened  in  this  organization  is 
largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  Organizer 
Johnson,  and  others,  and  greatly  appre- 
ciate their  work  along  this  line. 

Our  committee  here  had  a  favorahle 
meeting  with  the  officials  at  Belle  Plaine. 
Boone  and  Mason  City,  and  we  hope  that 
conditions  and  affairs  can  be  settled  with- 
out any  contingencies  on  our  part  and 
eyery  effort  shall  be  put  forth  for  such  a 
realization,  if  possible.  There  hare  been 
other  organizations  pushing  for  their  own 
interests  and  they  haye  nearly  always 
succeeded,  many  times  after  much  de- 
liberation, so  that  I  cannot  see  no  reason 
whateyer  why  we  cannot  do  the  same, 
thereby  establishing  a  basis  equal  in  all 
respects  as  that  belonging  to  the  other 
organizations. 

I  hope  that  preyailing  circumstances 
shall  be  such  as  to  show  a  good  honest 
and  sticking  determination  among  the 
men  and  I  think  that  I  can  truthfully 
say  that  such  a  feeling  has  already  been 
created  among  the  men  in  this  locality 
and  I  hope  only  for  the  best  of  our  or- 
ganization. 

Fraternally  yours, 

FBiLiTK  Kbatosha. 

Panhandle  Lodge  No.  500. 

It  is  up  to  us,  boys!  Don't  stop  to  look 
back,  but  continue  to  climb'  as  we  haye 
now  got  a  sUrt  up  the  hill  and  the  dist- 
ance up  depends  on  our  climbing,  for  if 
we  stop  for  the  balance,  our  bodies  will 
return  to.th^  earth  and  will  still  Just  be 
on  the  side  of  the  hill,  but  we  must  help 
the  weak  ones,  too. 

Some  of  you  are  going  to  haye  to  agree 
with  me  that  our  states  are  becoming 
more  like  Old  Mexico  day  by  day  and  it 
win  only  be  a  matter  of  time  unless  the 
working  men  get  their  heads  together  and 
down  to  business  until  we  will  do  as  some 
of  the  Mexicans,  leaye  our  own  country 
in  order  to  support  our  families,  as  today 
yoa  will  find  men  working  for  less,  ac- 
cording to  the  expense  of  liying,  than  eyer 
before,  putting  in  three  hundred  and  six- 
ty-fiye  days  out  of  the  year,  and  can't 


eyen  lay  off  for  a  month,  proyided  they 
~  hayen't  had  any  sickness  or  bad  luck, 
for  if  they  did,  they  would  haye  to  work 
another  three  hundred  and  sixty-fiye  days 
to  get  out  of  debt 

We  should  all  work  for  the  company's 
interest  and  make  ourselyes  competent 
for  our  position.  We  should  also  be  faith- 
ful in  our  duties  to  the  company,  be  up- 
right and  deal  squarely  with  them,  using 
their  material  and  tools  and  machinery 
in  a  manner  that  will  be  to  the  best  in- 
terest of  our  company.  We  should  do  all 
in  our  power  to  protect  the  property  that 
is  entrusted  to  our  care,  be  careful  as  to 
putting  in  ties  and  all  other  material,  as 
the  ways  of  raibroading  haye  changed  as 
to  the  way  of  putting  in  ties  and  picking 
up  rough  track,  etc. 

I  wonder  what  is  the  matter  with  Texas^ 
as  it  is  the  largest  State  in  the  Union 
and  has  more  miles  of  railroad  and  more 
employes,  but  still  we  see  the  least  from 
them,  so  wake  up,  boys,  let  us  hear  from 
you  and  let  us  know  if  you  haye  had 
your  eyes  open  while  you  were  napping 
so  long. 

We  feel  yery  sorry  for  the  three  boys 
who  haye  been  accused  of  the  explosion, 
which  we  haye  read  about  in  our  late 
papers.  It  was  a  dreadful  thing.  I  do 
not  uphold  anyone  in  doing  such  things, 
but  we  must  haye  sympathy  for  them  the 
same  as  we  would  with  our  own  brothers 
by  birth.  We  must  take  things  into  con- 
sideration, as  I  don't  think  there  eyer  was 
a  man  on  this  earth  but  who  has  done 
wrong;  if  fK^  |  am  sure  he  didn't  stay 
long  out  on  ^e  tracks  and  suffer  in  the 
cold  and  snowy  weather.  We  should  be 
yery  careful  and  think  before  we  speak 
and  look  before  we  step.  It  surely  must 
be  a  bad  filing  for  a  young  man  know- 
ing he  has  to  spend  the  best  of  his  days 
or  the  balance  of  his  life  being  stood  oyer 
by  guards  wearing  stripes,  but  in  case 
any  of  us  haye  to  do  this  we  should  be 
humble  and  always  ready  and  willing  to 
do  what  we  are  told  to  do  by  the  ones 
who  are  oyer  us,  and  the  same  thing  is 
true  with  our  company.  We  should  be 
honest,  sober  and   faithful   men  to  our 
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duty,  but  still  we  often  hear  someone 
say,  "What  do  you  think  about  organized 
labor?"  That  is  what  I  say,  what  do 
you  think  of  it?  I  would  like  to  have 
them  stop  a  minute  and  think  whom  it  has 
helped.  Brothers,  eompare  your^wages 
with  the  other  employes  of  the  company. 
Did  the  company  oome  to  the  conclusion 
that  so  much  more  responsibility  rests  on 
their  shoulders  than  ours  or  that  their 
work  required  greater  skill  than  ours  be- 
cause they  were  exposed  more  to  the  heat 
and  cold  weather?  No,  indeed  not  Well, 
why?  is  the  question.  Because  these  men 
haye  shown  the  company  through  their 
Tarious  organizations  that  they  were 
worth  that  much  to  the  company  and 
hare  receiyed  it 

Now,  Just  stop  and  think  a  minute,  espe- 
cially you  Texas  boys,  who  know.  Why 
is  it  you  will  And  men  working  through 
our  country  by  the  hundreds  who  are 
barely  making  a  liying?  Is  it  because 
the  corporations  are  not  making  enough 
to  pay  them  any  more?  No!  It  is  be- 
cause the  men  won't  get  together  and  de- 
mand reasonable  wages.  If  I  were  against 
organized  labor,  I  would  come  out  flat- 
footed  and  say  that  I  didn't  want  better 
wages  for  me  or  my  fellow  workers  or  for 
the  coming  generations,  and  that  my 
friends  and  loyed  ones  are  only  due  a 
scant  liying  and  should  be  raised  up  in 
ignorance  and  be  slayes  for  the  large  cor- 
porations to  come;  so  come  on  boys,  let 
us  see  which  stde  of  the  fence  you  are  on, 
as  our  editor  c|in  get  plenty  of  paper  and 
knows  how  to  make  the  Aovooatb  larger 
and  can  send  them  out  by  carloads,  if 
necessary.    Tours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

L.  H. 

»o* 


Hernando,  Miss. 


Rey.  Sam  Jones,  noted  evangelist,  who 
held  forth  in  this  country.  North  and 
South,  was  unique  in  his  modes  and 
means  of  evangelizing  or  making  men  do 
better,  not  only  for  themselves,  but  the 
community  where  they  lived.  Sam's  meth- 
ods were  not  orthodox,  by  any  means,  and 
while  he  was  a  member  and  minister  of 
the  Methodist  church,  he  believed  and 


preached  that  any  and  all  churches  of 
the  Christian  faith  were  all  right  and  thit 
it  was  not  your  church  membership  that 
would  save  you,  but  your  own  works.  In 
fact,  Sam  was  broad-minded  in  this  beliet 

Between  preaching,  Sam  used  to  lec- 
ture. The  title  of  one  of  his  lectures  was, 
"To  Get  There  and  Stay  There,"  that  is, 
when  you  have  made  up  your  mind  to 
turn  over  a  new  leaf  In  your  life,  or  In 
other  words,  to  do  better  and  stick  to  It 
and  never  go  back  or  backslide.  Mighty 
good  advice,  wasn't  it?  Not  only  In  mat- 
ters of  church  membership,  but  In  all 
things  of  this  life  that  will  tend  to  year 
good  or  your  upbuilding,  and  what  has 
done  more  for  the  upbuilding  of  humanity 
than  labor  unions?  Tliere  never  wis  an 
agency  In  the  world's  history  from  the 
first  to  the  last  of  fraternal  organisa- 
tions that  has  done  one-twentieth  part 
for  the  uplifting  of  the  human  race  that 
labor  unions  have  accomplished.  They 
have  brought  men  and  women  from  the 
state  of  chattel  slavery  to  be  reorganlied 
as  a  part  of  the  brotherhood  of  man,  bat 
how  hard  It  Is  to  get  men  that  ought  to 
be  the  most  Interested  In  unionism  to  take 
hold,  or  in  the  words  of  Sam  Jones,  TO 
get  there  and  stay  there."  They  will  give 
all  kinds  of  excuses,  but  they  will  never 
refuse  to  accept  the  benefits  and  in- 
creases of  wages  that  have  come  to  them 
through  unionism,  btlt  If  you  ask  them  to 
contribute  a  dollar  toward  defraying  the 
expenses  that  accrue  toward  getting  that 
increase,  they  immediately  crawl  taito 
their  shell  like  highland  terrapins  and 
stay  there  until  they  are  sore  you  are 
gone,  then  they  will  creep  out  again  to 
crawl  through  life  miserable  objects  of 
charity,  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  mfOk 
and  women  who  have  some  get-up  about 
them  and  refused  to  Irear  any  man's  col- 
lar or  be  a  serf,  those  miserable  mud  tor- 
ties  would  still  be  wearing  the  collar  of 
serfdom  and  erawllng  on  their  bellies  like 
the  reptile  they  are. 

There  Is  another  class  we  get  some- 
times. They  will  Join  the  order,  pay  thrir 
Initiation  fee  and  advance  assessment  and 
after  Joining  they  expect  to  get  np  the 
next  morning  and  have  their  wages  Is- 
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creased  every  month,  and  when  the  unioL 
does  not  do  that  for  them,  they  never  pa) 
any  more  and  proceed  to  quit  and  sa> 
that  the  union  is  no  good,  forfeiting  all 
that  they  had  received  through  the  agent 
of  the  labor  union.  In  fact,  those  are  the 
fellows  who  get  there.but  never  stay.  You 
have  given  them  salvation  through  in- 
crease of  wages,  shorter  hours  of  labor, 
more  time  to  enjoy  life,  but  still  the  bap- 
tism of  unionism  has  had  such  a  poor 
hold  on  them  they  proceed  to  backslide 
on  the  least  persecution.  That  class  puts 
me  in  mind  of  the  nigger  down  here  that 
Joined  the  church,  or,  as  they  put  it  down 
here,  "got  'ligion."  After  the  meeUng  was 
ended  of  getting  in  the  lost  souls,  and 
the  saved  souls  instructed  further  as  to 
how  to  proceed  in  order  to  get  more  grace 
by  being  baptized,  the  preacher,  congre- 
gation and  new  converts  proceeded  to  a 
near-by  pond.  The  preacher  waded  in  to 
the  proper  distance  and  the  converts  were 
wat  out  to  him  one  by  one  and  received 
the  baptism  in  due  and  proper  form.  All 
conducted  themselves  in  the  proper  man- 
ner, until  it  came  to  Sam  Bencous'  turn. 
Sam  waded  out  and  the  preacher  took 
hold  of  him  and  dipped  him  under.  While 
he  was  under  the  water  he  got  some  wa- 
ter in  his  mouth  and  came  up  gagging  and 
H>luttering.  When  he  got  his  breath,  he 
looked  at  the  preacher  with  hatred  and 
contempt  and   said:      "You  will   drown 

somebody  yet,  you ,  if  you  are  not 

careful."  Sam  got  there,  but  didn't  stay 
there.    Too  much  water  and  he  lost  his 

The  negro,  is  not  the  only  one  that  falls 
from  grace  on  such  occasions.  At  a  white 
round-up  of  sinners  in  1890,  among  the 
lost  that  wanted  to  get  right  was  a  man 
named  Powers.  (No  kin  to  you,  Mike! ) 
He  was  a  Kentuckian.  Jim  was  dipped 
with  the  balance  of  the  black  sheep.  It 
was  in  March  and  the  water  was  cold,  and 
when  the  preacher  turned  him  loose,  he 
ran  up  on  the  bank  of  the  creek,  shook 
the  water  out  of  his  clothes  and  said: 
"III  bet  a  dollar  I  will  have  a  chill  after 
this."  Jim  couldn't  forget  his  gambling 
instinct,  so  it  is  with  our  weak  material 


in   unionism— they   get  there,   but   don't 
stay  there.    Fraternally  yours, 

T.   J.   O'DONNELL. 

P.  S.— If  Brother  Davis,  on  the  B.  ft  V. 
R.  R.,  will  send  me  his  address,  I  will 
answer  his  letter  he  wrote  about  Brother 
LAundus  in  May.  The  letter  I  wrote  to 
Brother  I^aundus  was  returned  to  me 
marked  "Uncalled  For."  T.  J.  0*D. 

Richlands  Lodge  No.  273. 

I  have  just  been  reading  the  dear  old 
Advoq^te,  and  thought  I  would  write  a 
few  lines.  I  work  on  Swords  Creek  sec- 
tion under  R.  L.  Hauchin.  We  all  like 
him  very  much.  He  has  three  Brother- 
hood men  and  three  nons.  I  hope  it  won't 
be  long  until  all  our  men  will  join  the 
band.  I  feel  sure  that  it  is  to  every  man's 
interest  to  join  the  order.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  a  man  who  likes  the  Brotherhood 
better  than  I  do.  I  have  been  a  member 
for  four  years,  and  I  find  it  of  great  bene- 
fit to  me. 

Well",  I  will  close  for  this  time,  and  if 
it  misses  the  waste  basket,  I  will  come 
again.    Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U.,    A.  A.  S. 
•  o» 
Dotham,  W.  Va. 

As  I  have  been  reading  the  letters  in 
the  Advocate,  I  thought  I  would  write  a 
few  lines,  too. 

My  father  is  a  section  hand  on  the  Vir- 
ginia Railway.  He  is  also  a  Brotherhood 
man  and  thinks  it  is  a  fine  order. 

I  would  like  to  exchange  postals  with 

some  of  the  boys  and  girls.  I  am  ten  years 

old.     We   live   in   the   country   and   are 

farming  now.    I  will  ring  off  for  this  time. 

Yours  truly, 

Robert  F.  Radford. 


-«o«- 


Dunrea,  Man. 

This  is  my  first  attempt  to  write  a  let- 
ter to  the  Advocate  for  publication.  As  1 
have  not  seen  any  letters  lately  from  the 
brothers  belonging  to  Belmont  Lodge  No. 
365  I  thought  I  would  make  a  start  to 
see  if  we  could  not  awaken  them. 
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I  am  sor;7  to  say  that  our  worthy 
brother.  President  A.  J.  Wood,  is  sick  at 
this  time  and  I  am  sure  that  every  mem- 
ber of  the  lodge  hopes  and  prays  that  he 
win  soon  be,  on  the  way  to  recovery. 

I  am  sincerely  thankful  for  the  increase 
in  wages  we  have  received  this  spring 
and  I  would  say  to  all  brothers  on  the 
Canadian  Northern,  "do  your  whole  duty 
both  to  the  railway  company  and  the 
Brotherhood ,  at  all  times,  for  what  is 
beneficial  to  one  is  to  both." 

I  will  draw  to  a  close,  hoping  to  see 
more  letters  from  our  brothers  in  Lodge 
No.  365. 

I  am  enclosing  a  photo  of  section  houses 
and  section  gang  at  Dunrea  Station. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

CiarriFiCATE  No.  44667. 

»o» 

Altan,  Ala. 

Dear  Editor  and  Brothers:  As  I  have 
never  written  anything,  I  thought  I  would 
try.  There  is  nothing  like  trying  to  do  a 
thing,  is  there,  boys?  We  can  never  ac- 
complish anything  if  we  do  not  try,  and 
I  hope  this  will  miss  the  waste  basket, 
and  if  it  does,  I  will  try  again. 

I  attended  the  last  meeting  of  Pied- 
mont Lodge  and  we  had  a  very  good  at- 
tendance. I  was  glad  to  meet  with  the 
boys,  and  we  had  a  nice  time. 

I  hope  we  will  all  get  together  and  get 
more  for  our  labor,  for  the  sun  is  getting 
very  hot  for  us  to  have  to  work  for  such 
small  wages.  I  hope  the  President  of  the 
A.  A  B.  Division  of  the  S.  A.  L.  will  open 
up  his  heart  and  give  us  more  money,  for 
we  need  it,  don't  we,  boys? 

I  think  if  they  would  pay  us  every 
two  weeks,  we  could  hold  more  hands. 
When  a  man  passes  and  we  offer  him  a 
Job,  the  first  thing  he  asks  is,  "How  much 
do  you  pay,  and  how  often?"  When  we 
tell  him  once  a  month,  he  will  say,  "That 
is  too  long  for  me  to  wait  for  my  money," 
and  he  goes  on.  Now,  if  we  had  pay  day 
oftener  we  could  get  more  men  and  more 
money.  I  think  if  anybody  needs  more 
money  it  is  the  poor  section  hands,  for 
they  have  to  go  rain  or  shine,  hot  or  cold. 


No  matter  what  happens,  we  have  to  go. 
Our  work  is  very  important,  and  if  it 
should  stop  everything  else  will  stop. 

Well,  I  guess  I  had  better  ring  off  and 
go  to  bed,  for  I  have  a  hard  day's  work 
before  me.  I  hope  I  will  see  this  in 
print,  for  this  is  my  first  attempt  I  en- 
Joy  reading  the  good  letters  from  the 
boys  and  hope  I  will  see  more  from  the 
boys  on  the  S.  A.  L.  Yours  in  B.  L. 
and  U.,  G.  T.  H. 


Luray,  Va. 

Dear  Readers:  The  dear  old  Advocati 
has  Just  arrived,  but  I  fail  to  see  any 
letters  from  this  section  of  the  country. 
The  boys  are  apparently  all  asleep.  Wake 
up,  boys,  and  stir  the  ink,  it  will  surely 
print. 

We  have  just  received  the  blessings  of 
a  good  rain  after  a  two  months'  drought 
The  sun  almost  scorched  one  when  work- 
ing over  the  rails. 

I  am  a  member  of  the  I.  B.  W.  M.  E. 
and  think  that  if  each  employe  would 
Join  the  Brotherhood  and  keep  on  punch- 
ing, there  would  not  be  as  much  work  foi 
our  committee.  The  unions  that  give  pro- 
tection to  their  members  do  not  require 
to  be  continually  adjusting  grievances. 

We  work  day  by  day,  endeavoring  to 
keep  the  track  in  good  shape  so  trains 
can  pass  all  right  It  takes  a  man  of 
strength  and  muscle  to  use  the  clawbaf 
and  spikemaul. 

There  are  ten  of  us  working  on  the 
section  but  I  regret  to  say  that  only  four 
are  union  men  with  the  foreman.  I  hoj;le 
that  all  will  see  that  they  have  their 
dues  paid  up  in  good  time  so  that  we  may 
receive  our  working  cards  to  show  that 
we  are  men  of  nerve  and  staunch  Broth- 
erhood men.  We  enjoy  many  privileges 
by  reason  of  our  organization.  Let  QS 
stop  and  think  very  seriously  before  we 
sever  our  connection  with  the  organiza- 
tion. I  hope  that  in  the  very  near  fu- 
ture, we  will  be  able  to  sing  the  sons. 
'*We  have  a  raise  on  the  N.  it  W."  The 
section  man  has  the  hardest  kind  of  work. 
In  summer's  heat  and  winter's  cold  he 
must  keep  on  working  right  along.     Iq 
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the  summer,  surfacing,  weeding,  renew- 
ing ties  and  in  the  winter  time,  shimming 
and  clearing  away  snow.  Neither  rain 
nor  storm  deter  him  from  looking  after 
his  tracks  to  see  that  they  are  safe  for 
the  passage  of  trains  and  yet,  brothers, 
in  the  midst  of  all  our  toil  let  us  not 
forget  to  return  praise  to  Him  who  has 
blessed  us  with  good  health  and  strength 
to  enable  us  to  thus  go  on  day  by  day 
and  earn  our  daily  bread.  I  am  afraid 
that  in  the  rush  of  our  work  we  ofttlmes 
forget  the  Author  of  our  being  and  that 
we  are  not  thankful  for  the  many  bless- 
ings tliat  we  enjoy. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter,  I  will  not  tire 
you  any  longer  now  and  if  this  escapes 
the  basket,  if  God  is  willing,  I  will  come 
again. 

Tours  in  faith, 

CEBTmoATB  24467. 


•  <y 

Alfred  Station,  Ontario. 

Will  the  editor  kindly  give  me  a  little 
QMice  in  the  good  old  Advocate,  and  also 
straighten  up  these  few  lines  so  they  may 
be  understood? 

I  cannot  spell  very  well  in  English  and 
am  a  poor  writer  in  French,  but  I  would 
like  to  tell  the  boys  on  the  M.  it  O.  sub- 
dlTlslon  of  the  C.  P.  R.  that  it  is  nearing 
time  for  all  of  us  to  pay  up  our  dues  and 
I  hope  they  will  do  like  myself  and  be 
on  time« 

The  C.  P.  R.  has  taken  a  little  advan- 
tage over  us  by  making  our  sections  nine 
miles  long  and  reducing  the  force  to  three 
men  and  a  foreman,  but  let  us  not  allow 
that  to  dis^urage  us.  We  are  men,  able 
to  keep  it  up  and  also  able  to  show  the 
a  P.  R.  that  we  are  able  to  keep  up  our 
vnioB,  too.  They  may  live  in  peace  and 
be  satisfied  for  a  little  while,  but  when 
the  Protective  Board  special  train  comes 
out  of  the  Vanol  building,  they  will  find 
out  that  they  will  have  to  give  it  the 
Tight  of  way  'and  throw  theirs  on  the  sid- 
ing; BO  dear  brothers  let  us  have  faith 
Im  our  union,  for  it  has  done  us  a  lot  of 
CDod  in  the  past,  and  it  will  do  the  aame 
In  the  fotnre. 


I  hope  none  of  you  boys  will  forget  to 
pay  your  dues  for  the  last  half  of  this 
year. 

Well,  I  guess  I  will  ring  off  by  wishing 
all  the  members  and  readers  the  best  of 
success,  especially  the  editor,  God  bless 
hiin,  and  President  A.  B.  Lowe.     If  this 
misses  the  basket  I  will  come  again. 
CKBTincATE  No.  A-20658. 
•  o* 
Coquitlam,  B.  C,  Canada. 

I  again  take  the  privilege  of  insert- 
ing another  article  in  the  columns  of  the 
AnvooATS.  I  am  inclined  to  think  the 
JouBNAi.  Agents  in  B.  C.  are  a  little  slow 
to  converse,  and  idleness  has  no  advocate, 
but  many  friends,  so  I  would  like  to  in- 
sist upon  them  this  motto:  "Great  Inter- 
ests Make  Great  Thoughts,"  and  these 
should  never  be  nursed  within  ourselves, 
but  distributed  among  the  members  of 
our  class,  for  it's  not  what  we  know,  it's 
what  we  learn,  and  if  we  don't  keep  in 
touch  with  the  times,  evolution  will  leave 
us  ignorant  of  this  world's  goings  on,  and 
with  reading  up  its  statistics  we  have  it 
by  our  fireside,  but  reading  isn't  all.  Re- 
member what  Beecher  says:  "If  one's 
heart  only  rubs  against  books,  it  gets 
rusty  and  dry;  we  need  to  magnetize  our 
hearts  with  living  hearts  and  real  feel- 
ings, break  bread  often  with  common  peo- 
ple," and  by  so  doing,  we  become  a  fel- 
lowship instrument  among  the  people  we 
associate  with.  Diligently  seek  after  that 
which  principle  calls  for,  don't  injure  an- 
other because  it  hurts  and  there's  not  one 
of  us  but  knows  if  we  stick  our  finger  in 
the  fire  we  are  going  to  feel  it  sore;  that 
is  to  say,  what  you  sow  you  reap;  a  natu- 
ral law  which  we  see  fnlfilling  its  mis- 
sion wherever  we  go.  Now,  brother,  prac- 
tice what  you  preach.  Don't  stop  preach- 
ing, because  we  all  have  weak  points  and 
the  only  way  to  perfection  is  to  know  our 
inferior  point;  but  don't  get  hurt  if  some- 
one tells  you  where  you  fall  in  your  argu- 
ments, for  today's  mistakes  are  tomorrow's 
education  and  a  little  patience  will  bring 
you  to  the  place  where  you  can  see  the 
world  as  you  should  see  it,  and,  as  the 
good  book  say.  l'oj>X'@^J"*  ^^ 
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own  salyation."  However,  I  had  the  pleas- 
are  of  yisitlng  the  Aghcroft  Lodge  again 
on  the  20th  of  May,  a  lodge  which  I  think 
deserves  great  credit.  Brother  Donald 
Sutherland  devotes  his  energy  in  every 
shape  to  maintain  the  cause  of  unionism, 
and  he  seems  to  have  a  magnetic  influ- 
ence over  the  men  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact,  and  I  believe  that  has  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  shortness  of  seats  in 
the  hall,  for  boxes  had  to  be  used.  That 
sounds  good  for  the  potato  city  lodge.  We 
also  enjoyed  the  company  of  our  honor- 
able Brother  John  Moss,  who  has  been 
away  since  December  last,  visiting  his  old 
home  in  Lancashire,  England.  He  is 
still  a  single  Jack  yet  The  report  that 
switched  around  the  outfit  cars  was  a 
fiction  story.  I  hope  he  is  not  like  the 
canny  Scotchman  who  courted  the  lass 
for  six  years.  He  was  too  bashful  to 
propose,  so  he  broke  it  gently  by  asking 
her  how  long  he  had  been  going  with  her. 
"Six  years,  Sandy/'  said  she.  "A  weel,  las- 
sie, it  is  time  ye  were  smelling  a  rat" 
"Smell  a  rat,  Sandy;  I've  smelt  it  long 
ago,  but  I  have  Just  been  waiting  until 
you  caught  it"  They  got  married  that 
night 

Our  veteran.  Brother  Angus  Armstrong, 
is  still  doing  his  night  guard  over  the 
tracks'  trail,  as  regular  as  the  clock  on 
the  wall.  He  is  one  of  the  company'! 
faithful  servants  and  holds  a  Victoria 
cross  in  the  Brotherhood.  Brother  E. 
Lyons  is  on  a  visit  back  East  The  boys 
intend  giving  him  a  bridegroom's  wel- 
come, as  they  expect  him  back  double 
harnessed,  but  who  knows?  I  must  con- 
fess, the  B.  C.  boys  are  beginning  to  think 
and  convince  themselves  that  unity  means 
strength,  and  when  men  get  an  idea  into 
their  heads  they  become  stickers,  more  so 
than  the  ones  that  are  forced  against 
their  desires. 

I  presume  I  have  said  enough,  or  the 
readers  of  the  Advocate  will  be  thinking 
it  is  not  me  talking,  but  the  drink.  I 
can't  say  any  more,  so  I  will  have  to 
sidetrack  the  clawbar,  as  it  is  making 
too  many  kinks  and  bad  curves  in  my 
writing  and  I  haven't  much  switch  oil 
to  dot  my  I's  or  stroke  my  T's,  but  at  the 


same  time  I  extend  a  gpod  fellow  shake 
of  the  handcar  to  the  brothers  living 
North,  South,  East  and  West,  so  on  goes 
the  brake  and  I'll  tie  the  speeder  up  for 
the  night 

Hoping  this  letter  won't  lose  its  track 
In  the  Advocate,  but  may  be  read  by  the 
brothers  and  sisters  in  every  line,  I  re- 
main,   Tours  in  B.  L.  and  U.,        M.  H. 
•  o* 
Pikcvillc,  Ky. 

This  is  to  certify  that  Big  Sandy  Lodgs 
No.  79,  at  Pikeville,  Ky.,  is  reorganised 
with  a  membership  of  67  members  ib 
good  standing  and  that  our  regular  meet- 
ing night  is  the  fourth  Saturday  in  each 
month.  Four  new  candidates  rode  the 
goat  last  meeting  and  fifteen  more  are 
expected  in  a  bunch  at  our  next  meeting. 

Our  efficient  Journal  Agent,  Brother 
John  Husman,  was  not  present  last  meet- 
ing, hence  I  take  this  method  of  officially 
letting  the  brothers  know  we  are  in  the 
field  of  action  with  renewed  energy. 

Brother  Husman,  wake  up;  if  you  have 
not  alVeady  done  so.  I  want  you  to  give 
an  account  of  yourself  for  the  confidence 
placed  in  your  ability  to  make  us  a  good 
Journal  Agent.  I  know  you  can  if  you 
will. 

We  are  still  working  on  the  1910  sched- 
ule. I  hope  the  net  earnings  of  the  C. 
it  O.  will  increase  sufficiently  to  warrant 
the  management  in  giving  us  at  least  a 
10%  increase  the  first  of  the  year. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  an  overflow  o( 
success,  I  remain.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
A.  B.  P.,  Sec'y-Treas. 

Mattawamkeag  Lodge  No.  333. 

I  wish  to  write  a  few  lines  for  publica- 
tion in  our  Journal  to  let  you  all  know 
that  we  are  still  interested  in  the  Broth- 
edhood.  We  had  a  good  turnout  at  our 
last  meeting.  May  20,  at  Vanceboro,  forty 
members  being  present  We  took  in 
twenty-seven  new  members.-  This  makes 
our  division  solid,  much  to  the  credit  of 
Brother  Stout,  who  came  along  a  few 
days  before  our  meeting  and  captured 
most  of  the  nons,  inclucjpg-the^  block  sic 
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nal  men.  Long  life  to  Brother  Stout 
His  viBit  came  unawares,  and  I  tell  you 
was  appreciated.  Tbe  walls  rang  with 
shouts  of  joy  when  the  boys  saw  Brother 
Stout  back  here  again,  for  he  is  beloved 
M  all  the  M.  C.  R.  R.  boys  for  his  hard 
and  honest  way  in  which  he  organized 
tbe  Brotherhood  of  the  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W. 
E.  on  the  M.  C.  R.  R.  and  stood  by  our 
committee  until  we  had  a  signed  con- 
tract with  the  company,  and  I  am  sure 
the  M.  C.  boys  will  stand  by  him  and  his 
presence  will  be  appreciated  at  any  time 
whether  on  business  or  on  a  pleasure  tripv 

One  word  more  concerning  the  Brother- 
hood. Boys,  be  true  to  the  cause,  pay 
your  dues  and  get  all  the  nons  you  can. 
Be  faithful  to  the  company  for  which 
you  work  and  also  to  yourselves,  but 
above  all  things,  be  careful  and  use  the 
best  judgment  in  your  work  for  the  safety 
of  the  public. 

At  our  next  meeting  on  June  17  the 
Ladies^  Auxiliary  is  to  be  organized,  and 
we  wish  it  every  success. 

Wishing  the  I.  B.  of  M.  W.  E.  and 
Ladies'  Auxiliary  success,  I  remain,  Tours 
in  B.  L.  and  U.,  Joubnal  Agent. 

Stratham,  N.  H. 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt  to  write  for 
the  Advocate,  I  am  going  to  give  you  a  lit- 
tle idea  how  our  country  is  prospering 
here  in  New  Hampshire.  Tliere  seems  to 
he  very  little  correspondence  from  our 
old  Granite  State,  and  I  thought  some- 
one should  start  the  ball  rolling. 

Our  section  is  in  excellent  repair  at 
the  present  writing,  having  just  begun 
putting  in  ties.  We  have  a  desirable  sec- 
tion, as  it  borders  on  the  shores  of  Great 
Bay  for  finite  a  distance,  giving  us  a 
cool  breeze  most  of  the  time.  About  1,800 
feet  of  sidetrack  has  been  added  to  our 
road,  thus  making  more  work,  especially 
this  spring,  as  it  almost  went  out  of  sight 
on  one  side,  but  is  now  in  good  shape. 

Our  foreman  and  men  work  in  har- 
mony, and  I  think  that  is  the  one  main 
thing  In  the  line  of  track  work,  as  we  are 
not  all  members  of  the  order,  but  hope 
by  winter  all  regular  help  will  Join  us. 


as  in  regard  to  the  high  prices  under 
which  the  laboring  man  is  striving,  this 
is  his  only  hope  of  getUng  better  pay 
and  we  think  the  prices  are  as  high,  if 
not  higher,  in  this  State  than  anywhere 
else. 

L«t  us  go  about  this  work  of  increasing 
the  membership  of  our  order  and  think 
of  our  families  and  their  protection  and 
education,  for  we  do  not  know  when  we 
may  fall  by  the  wayside. 

I  would  like  to  exchange  post  cards 
with  the  brothers,  and  also  to  see  more 
letters  from  our  good  old  State  of  New 
Hampshire.  Yours  for  the  good  of  our 
order,  Ibvino  L.  Godfrey. 

•  o- 

Giatto,  W.  Va. 

Well,  as  I  don't  see  any  letters  from 
Bluefield  Lodge  No.  84,  I  thought  I  would 
try  to  write  a  few  lines  to  let  the  boys 
know  I  haven't  forgotten  them. 

I  wish  to  say  that  it  looks  like  some  of 
the  members  of  Lodge  No.  84  have  for- 
gotten their  pledge  and  obligation,  for 
they  don't  attend  any  of  the  lodge  meet- 
ings. Now,  brothers,  how  can  you  expect 
to  prosper  in  this  important  duty  unless 
you  show  that  you  will  do  your  duty? 
You  have  no  excuse  at  all,  for  I  know 
personally  that  nearly  all  of  the  foremen 
on  the  Pocahontas  Division  have  annual 
passes  and  the  roadmaster  told  me  that 
he  could  not  understand  why  his  fore- 
men did  not  go  to  the  meetings. 

I  was  at  our  regular  meeting  on  the 
28th  of  May  and  there  were  only  three 
members  there.  We  waited,  but  no  more 
came,  so  I  went  to  see  our  assistant  super- 
intendent, who  is  sick,  and  he  asked  me 
how  many  of  the  foremen  were  out  to 
the  meeting,  and  you  don't  know  how  I 
hated  to  tell  him.  I  answered  him  by 
•aying,  "Oh,  we  did  not  have  a  very  large 
attendance  out  today."  Now,  please  let 
me  say  to  you  all,  we  have  as  good  offi- 
cials on  the  N.  it  W.  Railway  as  can  be 
found  on  any  road  in  the  Union,  and  you 
need  not  expect  to  be  helped  unless  you 
help  yourselves,  and  yet  some  of  the  foro 
men  are  kicking  because  they  have  not 
received  a  raise  in  ^^ir^|rage8  and  have 
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not  been  inside  of  a  lodge  room  for 
twelve  months.  The  railway  company 
ought  to  cut  their  wages  and  put  each 
of  them  back  to  where  they  were  thirteen 
years  ago,  and  perhaps  they  would  know 
how  to  appreciate  what  our  order  has 
done  for  them. 

There  are  a  few  of  us  foremen  who 
hare  to  bear  all  the  burden.  You  know 
we  have  hall  rent  to  pay  and  other  di- 
vision dues,  so  let  us  all  be  -men  and  let 
each  of  us  do  our  duty  and  it  will  be  so 
nice  and  pleasant  for  us  all.  There  is 
no  reason  why  we  should  not  have  a  good 
lodge  at  Bluefleld,  as  good  as  any  on  the 
N.  it  W.  system,  and  If  each  of  you  will 
get  down  to  business  you  will  soon  see 
how  our  efforts  will  prosper  and  all  will 
go  smooth  and  end  well  in  the  future. 

Well,  the  weather  is  very  hot  here  in 
the  coal  fields,  and  times  are  somewhat 
dull.  We  did  not  have  any  rain  for  a 
month.  People  have  no  gardens  and 
everything  looks  blue. 

We  are  putting  In  ties  rapidly,  al- 
though ties  are  getting  scarce,  and  we 
use  economy  in  order  to  help  the  com- 
pany, for  timber  is  getting  scarce  and 
the  company  has  to  pay  a  large  price  for 
ties  at  present,  so  foremen  should  not 
take  out  any  ties  that  would  last  a  year, 
for  do  you  not  know  that  every  tie  you 
take  out  that  would  last  one  year  that 
you  are  taking  away  from  the  company 
10  cents  on  each  tie  and  every  hundred 
of  ties  would  be  |10?  This  would  amount 
to  a  large  sum  all  over  the  system,  se  we 
must  be  very  careful  in  this  matter.  Where 
we  have  turned  rails  and  rotten  ties  and 
no  ties  to  replace  the  decayed  ones,  adze 
the  ties  down  to  a  uniform  bearing  and 
we  can  get  the  best  results  In  this  way. 
and  we  should  be  very  careful  In  picking 
up  all  scrap  iron.  Each  foreman  can  pick 
and  gather  up  nearly  enough  waste  scrap 
on  his  section  each  month  to  pay  his  sal- 
ary and  especially  if  he  has  a  yard  and 
operating  track  and  saves  every  old  and 
broken  spike  and  does  not  throw  them  In 
the  creek  or  woods,  as  I  have  seen  this 
done  many  times. 


Let  us  do  our  duty  toward  the  com 
pany,  and  they  will  see  we  are  men 
worthy  of  their  consideration. 

Well,  I  will  take  the  siding  for  thii 
time,  and  wishing  all  well  in  this  good 
old  summer  time,  I  remain.  Tours  in 
B.  L.  and  U.,  C.  T.  Plkasaiitb. 

The  Organizer  and  the  Scab. 

The  organizer  meets  a  very  Intelligent 
bridge  foreman  who  refuses  to  Join  tbe 
International  Brotherhood  of  Maintenance 
of  Way  Employes  because  he  Is  getting 
along  nicely,  drawing  about  |80  per  montb 
and  is  fairly  treated  by  his  superior  otB- 
oer,  and  while  he  confesses  to  the  or- 
ganizer that  the  track  foremen  and  labor- 
ers and  other  maintenance  of  way  men 
are  not  getting  as  much  pay  as  they 
should  draw,  still  he,  the  bridge  foremin, 
refuses  to  line  up. 

The  organizer,  being  a  man  of  mature 
years  and  wishing  to  be  of  as  much  serv- 
ice to  the  bridge  foreman  as  possible,  tella 
him  he  Is  without  protection.  Suppose 
your  superior  who  is  a  friend  to  yon, 
should  lose  his  position  through  death  or 
otherwise  and  the  new  officer  over  yon 
should  discharge  you  in  order  to  make 
a  place  for  a  personal  friend  or  kinsman, 
as  you  are  now,  you  have  no  recourse 
whatever. 

The  combining  of  helpless  Indlridnalf 
for  protection  against  the  deadly  crush- 
ing weight  of  combined  Wdalth  Is  not  only 
best  for  the  Individual,  but  In  the  long 
run  It  Is  best  for  the  corporation.  It  is 
a  work  of  civilization.  It  Is  a  God-sent 
beam  of  light  to  inan.  When  the  crushed 
and  starving  people  of  France  massed  by 
minions  at  Marseilles  and  asked  their 
King  Louis  XVI  for  bread  and  he  toM 
them  to  go  out  and  eat  grass,  he  made  a 
fatal  mistake,  for  these  same  people  cut 
off  his  head  and  dlq;>layed  It  on  a  pike 
with  a  bunch  of  grass  tied  In  his  month. 
Now,  we  have  progressed  to  the  extent 
that  we  don't  have  to  cut  any  man's  head 
off.  We  see  the  bunch  of  grass  la  thA 
dead  man's  mouth,  for  down  at  the  other 
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end  of  the  line  when  our  wages  are  be- 
ing cut,  and  being  hitelligent  and  civil- 
ized,  we  organize. 

We  send  our  best  Christian  conserra- 
tive  fellow-workers  to  the  masters  of  in« 
dnstrjr  and  ask»  as  did  the  poor  people 
of  Prance,  for  bread*  We  begin  in  time. 
We  secure  contracts  and  adjust  matters 
in  advance,  so  that  the  cutting  off  of  heads 
and  the  bunch  of  grass  never  becomes 
necessanr.  Such  is  civilization.  Let  us 
organize.  P.  W.  Kibkwood. 


~^^y^ 


Calgary,  Alta.,  Canada. 

Calgary  Lodge  No.  161  seems  to  be  go- 
ing ahead  famously,  judging  from  the 
number  of  initiations  we  are  having.  The 
organizers  around  this  district  are  doing 
excellent  work,  but  it  seems  to  some  of 
08  that  they  are  badly  handicapped,  ow- 
ing to  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the 
trackmen  and  laborers  are  men  who  speak 
little  and  understand  less  of  the  English 
language.  Might  I  offer  a  suggestion?  Use 
rour  influence  to  have  an  assistant  or- 
ganizer appointed,  one  who  speaks  and 
understands  English  well  enough  to  act 
as  an  interpreter  between  his  fellow- 
countrymen  and  their  English  speaking 
brothers.  It  seems  to  most  of  us  that 
if.  they  could  be  convinced  by  one  of 
tuemselves  that  their  English-speaking 
fellow- workers  would  welcome  them  t6 
the  order,  a  great  number  would  become 
members.  At  present,  they  seem  to  think 
they  are  not  wanted,  so  I  think  that  any- 
thing that  would  clear  their  minds  of  such 
a  wrong  idea  would  benefit  the  order 
considerably,  for  after  all  this  is  an  or- 
ganisation and  not  a  family,  and  any 
legitimate  means  to  strengthen  it  should 
be  encouraged. 

Members  of  this  ledge  who  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  instill  the  principles  of  unionism 
in  those  with  whom  they  are  working 
are  doing  grand  work,  for  at  our  regular 
meeting,  held  here  on  the  4th  of  this 
month  we  enrolled  six  new  members,  all 
of  whom  were  induced  to  join  through 
the  efforts  of  those  brothers  referred  to. 

The  following  ofllcers  were  installed. 
Brother  A.  Stevenq,  Past  President,  be- 


ing   the    installing    ofEicer:       President. 
Brother      Stokes;       Secretary-Treasurer, 
Brother  Johnson;    Chaplain,   Brother  H. 
McCullough;   Conductor,  Brother  J.  Ath- 
erton;  Journal  Agent,  Brother  R.  George. 
Hoping  the  present  prosperity  of  Cal- 
gary Lodge  is  a  sign  that  the  order  is 
getting   popular    among,  the   workers    it 
aims  to  benefit,  I  am,    Fraternally  yours, 
JouBNAL  Agent. 
•o^ . 

Elgin,  Manitoba,  Canada. 

As  I  am  confined  to  a  bed  of  sickness 
and  will  have  to  stay  here  for  a  few 
weeks,  so  the  doctor  says,  I  thought  I 
could  not  pass  a  bit  of  my  leisure  time 
better  than  by  writing  a  few  lines  to  our 
ever  welcome  Advocate. 

Now,  brothers  of  the  C.  N.  R.,  it  is  to 
you  chiefly  that  these  few  words  of  mine 
are  aimed.  In  our  new  set  of  rules  issued 
some  time  ago  it  says  to  remain  in  the 
service  of  the  company  or  to  gain  promo- 
tion, etc.,  is  to  be  obedient,  honest  and 
truthful  and  to  show  the  capacity  for 
greater  responsibility.  Now,  brothers,  we 
will  take  Rule  I— Obedience.  In  looking 
backward,  I  cannot  recall  one  case  of  dis- 
obedience on  this  division.  Rule  II — ' 
Honesty  and  Truthfulness.  Well,  in  thc*^ 
two  fine  rules  I  think  our  records  will 
show  the  best.  Since  we  organized  some 
years  ago,  we  have^never  had  a  brother 
convicted  in  this  lodge,  neither  on  nor 
off  the  work  since  tlie"  lodge  was  formed, 
and  with  such  a  clean  character  of  the 
brothers  of  our  lodge,  the  company  is 
bound  to  trust  and  respect  us  by  knowing 
that  these  rules  are  lived  -up  to  by  the 
members  of  Lodge  No.  365. 

Now,  brothers,  in  alluding  to  Rule  III, 
capacity  must  be  shown  for  greater  re- 
sponsibility. We  have  to  go  over  this 
rule  very  carefully.  We  are,  I  hope  so, 
only  too  proud  to  add  a  little  more  re- 
sponsibility to  our  already  large  burden. 
We  fully  appreciate  the  increase  of  wages 
just  given  by  the  C.  N.  R.,  and  I  say, 
brothers,  it  is  up  to  us  to  show  our  appre- 
ciation by  accepting  a  little  more  respon- 
sibility and  willingness  to  be  economical 
with  supplies  and  try  to  get  the  longest 
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wear  from  all  material  supplied,  whether 
iron,  steel  or  timber,  and  by  so  doing  we 
can  prove  to  our  company  that  their  ex- 
tra bit  of  wages  is  money  well  spent 

Again,  brothers,  we  have  all  noticed  and 
appreciated  it  very  much  in  Rule  IIL 
Promotions  have  been  made  right  along 
the  system  lately.  Men  who  have  worked 
side  by  side  with'  us  for  a  number  of 
years  as  fellow-foremen  have  been  given 
greater  responsibilities  by  the  company. 
Why?  Because  they  have  shown  by  their 
faithful  work  their  capacity  for  greater 
responsibilities.  Stay  right  with  these 
newly  promoted  boys  and  give  them  your 
best  dasr's  work,  and  that  of  your  men 
as  well,  for  that  is  the  class  of  superiors 
we  want,  men  that  started  in  at  the  bot- 
tom and  worked  up  to  their  greater  re- 
sponsibility; men  that  have  our  respect 
and  good-will  at  their  command. 

Before  concluding,  I  would  like  to  thank 
all  the  brothers  of  Lodge  No.  365  for  the 
way  they  answered  our  call  to  meet  our 
General  Chairman,  Brother  F.  H.  Fljozdal, 
and  our  Vice-President,  Brother  H.  Irwin. 
I  know  by  the  way  we  parted  with  them 
that  one  and  all  benefited  by  their  talks 
to  us.  Come  again.  Brother  Irwin!  The 
oftener  the  better,  and  we  will  give  you 
another  bumper  attendance. 

Now,  brothers,  I  hope  when  we  meet 
again  at  Somerset  on  the  third  Wednesday 
of  July,  that  our  genial  Secretary,  Brother 
Isberg,  will  be  able  to  show  by  his  books 
that  all  brothers  of  Lodge  No.  366  are  in 
good  standing.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
J.  J.  Woods, 
President,  Lodge  No.  365. 

^^<y '- 

An  Appeal  for  tielp. 

My  attention  has  recently  been  called 
to  the  fact  that  Brother  T.  O.  Riggon 
(Certificate  No.  606)  has  had  his  foot 
badly  crushed  by  a  falling  tree  while 
clearing  off  a  new  right-of-way.  He  la 
now  in  the  hospital  at  Richmond,  Va. 
The  accident  occurred  on  May  27  and  he 
has  been  confined  to  his  bed  ever  since, 
as  every  bone  in  his  foot  is  broken. 

Now,  brothers,  this  is  a  good  time  to 
i^ip  in  and  help  a  brother  in  distress. 


Brother  Riggon  has  been  under  heavy  ex- 
pense for  several  years  on  account  of  a 
sick  daughter  and  his  funds  are  now  ex- 
hausted. 

He  is  one  of  our  oldest  members  and 
has  always  paid  his  dues  promptly  and  I 
hope  all  who  can  will  assist  him  in  hii 
hour  of  need.  Remittances  can  be  sent 
to  oar  Grand  Seqretary-Treasurer,  Bro- 
ther 8.  J.  Pegg,  at  St  Louis,  who  wUl 
acknowledge  same,  or  they  can  be  top 
warded  to  Brother  T.  O.  Riggon  at  Ills 
home  address,  Cognae,  N.  C. 

Tours  in  B.,  L.  and  U., 
Wm.  Jones. 


-»o«^ 


Bamesville,  Ga. 

If  space  will  permit,  please  allow  me 
to  say  a  few  words  to  our  brothers  on  the 
C.  of  Ga.  I  always  thought  that  we  had  a 
good,  sound  set  of  fair-minded  brothers 
here  who  were  interested  in  Brotherhood 
afteirs,  but  I  have  never  had  it  presented 
to  me  in  such  forcible  conditions  as  at 
present 

You  all  know  how  we  have  been  turned 
down  by  the  ofllcials  on  the  wage  propo- 
sition. Negotiations  have  been  called  olf 
for  reasons  best  known  to  our  committee. 
The  men  behind  the  guns  have  been  ready 
and  anxious  to  respond  to  any  request  <^ 
our  General  Chairman,  who  is  handling 
the  matter  satisfactorily  to  all  concerned. 

We  had  a  well-attended  meeting  in  Ma-  ^ 
cim  the  first  Sunday  in  June,  with  forty- 
five  members  present,  and  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  1  have  seen  in  the  last  few 
months  S(&e  old  sinners  who  have  seen 
the  folly  of  their  ways  and  have  paid  np 
and  are  taking  an  active  interest  In  oor 
Brotherhood  affairs  and  we  have  extended 
the  hig^t  hand  of  fellowship  and  wished 
them  abundant  success. 

Getting  back  to  our  contract  proposi- 
tion, I  wish  to  ask  all  not  to  entertaia 
for  one  moment  the  idea  that  we  are  not 
going  to  get  a  nice  increase.  We  have  of- 
fered to  do  everything  that  Is  fair  with 
the  management  So  far,  they  have  beea 
deaf  to  our  appeals.  We  know  they  care 
nothing  about  our  misfortunes  and  re- 
verses Just  so  long  as  they  can  get  ro* 
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suits  from  our  labor,  which  is  aiding  them 
in  holding  up  their  millions  and  for  which 
'service  we  are  little  better  than  half  paid, 
bnt  by  God's  assistance  and  our  fair  en- 
deavor in  a  worthy  cause  such  as  we 
champion,  we  will  win  out  yet.  The  com- 
pany is  invariably  telling  us  how  poor 
they  are,  that  they  are  going  to  the  bow- 
wows with  such  speed  that  tbey  are  ahead 
of  time,  but  this  old  bluff  will  no  longer 
work  and  accomplish  its  purpose  for  the 
average  section  foreman  is  now  studying 
conditions  both  political  and  financial  and 
needs  no  assistance  to  comprehend  the 
tme  course  to  pursue. 

I  would  be  glad  to  see  every  man  who 
is  now  employed  in  the  maintenance  of 
way  department  revolt  and  demand  a  50 
per  cent  increase  in  salary  and  stand  pat 
for  it    We  are  worthy  of  it  and  should 
not  be  contented  until  we  get  it    If  there 
is  ever  a  position  created  in  railway  cir- 
cles with  any  responsibility  attached  to  it, 
the  salary  is  never  under  one  hundred 
<iollar8  per  month.    This  has  been  amply 
uemonstrated  to  us  here  at  home  on  our 
own  poor  little  railroad.    There  have  been 
ticket  collectors  put  on  every  train  with 
a  nice  salary,  a  position  that  could  easily 
be  gotten  along  without  and  which  cannot 
possibly  increase  the  earnings  of  the  com- 
pany, but  decrease  them.    These  men  have 
been  put  to  work  with  no  rights  or  pre- 
vious service  whatever  and  are  receiving 
a  little  more  than  twice  the  salary  we  re- 
ceive, yet  we  have  spent  the  sunny  side 
of  our  livep  laboring  for  this  company  and 
these  men  are  considered   in  salary  as 
worth  twice  as  much  as  we  are  and  I  want 
to  ask  each  one  of  you  how  long  we  are 
going  to  let  things  go  smoothly  on  and  not 
demand  our  rights  in  full.    How  long  will 
we  be  forced  to  work  for  nothing  while 
everyone  else  is  being  well  paid?    This 
question  can  be  answered  by  every  bro- 
ther.    It  will  be  just  as  long  as  we  sit 
idly  and  let  our  lips  be  sealed,  afraid  to 
speak  and  not  industrious  enough  to  work 
for  our  Order.    There  is  no  use  in  our 
Grand  Lodge  having  to  send  out  organiz- 
ers to  round  up  the  backsliders.    We  can 
do  it    We  can  accomplish  all  this  work 
oaraelves,  so  let  us  roll  up  our  sleeves  and 


get  busy  and  let  us  make  every  man  who 
does  not  help  us  and  holds  aloof  of  the 
Order  feel  so  ashamed  of  himself  that  he 
cannot  look  an  honest  man  in  the  face. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 
Certifioate  No.  86074. 


-•^>^ 


Adairsville,  Ga. 

I  will  try  to  drop  a  line  for  the  Anvo- 
CATB.  I  wish  to  state  for  the  benefit  of 
those  concerned,  that  I  am  now  working 
on  the  A.  C.  Li.  and  am  working  hard  to 
try  to  get  the  men  in  shape  to  reinstate 
tiiemselves  in  the  Order  and  to  place 
them  in,  a  position  to  better  their  condi- 
tions. The  men  employed  on  the  A.  0.  L. 
know  that  the  only  way  in  which  they 
can  accomplish  this  is  to  organize  and 
stand  as  a  solid  body  behind  their  com- 
mittee. I  find  a  few  men  here  who  ap- 
pear to  want  to  let  someone  else  bear 
the  expenses  for  this  work.  Brothers, 
this  is  not  right  Let  each  one  make  it 
a  personal  matter  and  do  his  whole  duty. 
Don't  hesitate  but  act  at  once. 

Organization  may  be  compared  to  the 
wheels  of  a  wagon.  The  foreman  on  each 
section  is  one  of  the  spokes  and  if  any 
of  the 'spokes  are  missing  the  wheel  is 
not  complete.  Now,  if  you  are  on  the 
line  that  the  organizer  is  passing  over, 
you  are  a  spoke  in  the  wheel  and  if 
you  fail  to  have  it  connected  with  the 
hub,  the  organization  is  weakened  that 
much,  but  if  every  spoke  in  the  wheel 
is  solid  and  in  place,  you  ne^d  not  fear 
the  load  that  will  have  to  be  cfluried.  Just 
look  around  you  and  see  what  other  roads 
are  doing  and  how  they  are  doing.  See 
the  progress  that  they  are  making  as 
compared  with  what  is  being  done  on  the 
A.C.L. 

Young  men  should  join  the  organiza- 
tion for  the  prospects  that  are  before 
them  and  the  old  men  should  join  to  up- 
hold their  craft  organization  as  a  duty 
they  owe  to  those  who  will  come  after 
them. 

Do  your  duty  first  to  yourself  and  fam- 
ily and  don't  neglect  to  do  your  whole 
duty  to  those  who  employ  you.  Prove 
by  your  good  works  that  yoo-are  woijUgr 
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of  the  adyances  that  are  made  to  em* 
ployes  in  other  departments  and  you  will 
haye  the  good-will  of  the  officials  in  your 
endeayor.  Look  after  the  interests  of  the 
company  wheneyer  it  is  possible  for  you 
to  do  so. 

I  hope  to  meet  with  all  of  you  in  the 
very  near  future,  as  I  expect  to  continue 
oyer  the  entire  lines  of  the  A.  C.  L. 
Fraternally  yours, 
H.  B.  Stokes. 


^o^^ 


Boston  &  Maine  Railway. 

Kindly  allow  me  a  little  space  in  the 
columns  of  your  magazine  to  tell  you 
about  our  work-spare  crew  of  Concord 
Division,  B.  ft  M.  R.  R. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Little,  foreman,  was  bom 
in  Grafton  Center  in  1860,  and  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Northern  R.  R.  at  the 
age  of  13  years.  At  that  Ume  George 
Todd  was  superintendent  and  F.  J.  Tucker 
foreman  of  the  section  on  the  C.  it  C. 
Diyision  No.  23.  At  the  age  of  18  years 
Mr.  Little  was  appointed  foreman  and 
held  that  position  for  16  years,  when  he 
accepted  the  offer  as  foreman  of  spare 
crew,  which  place  he  has  filled  faithfully 
with  three  exceptions,  when  he  obtained 
a  leaye  of  absence  and  worked  on  the 
horse  cars  one  month,  three  months  on 
police  force  and  two  years  ago  he  went 
to  Central  America,  where  he  accepted  a 
position  as  roadmaster  on  one  of  the 
railroads,  but  money  was  a  small  com- 
pensation when  he  thought  of  the  beauti- 
ful scenery  and  refreshing  air  among  the 
hills  of  old  New  HampWiire,  and  he  was 
able  to  say,  in  the  words  of  the  poet, 
"We  cannot  buy  with  gold  the  old  associa- 
tions," so  returned  to  his  natiye  land  and 
resumed  the  work  which  he  had  given  up 
six  weeks  before.  A  union  reporter  heard 
someone  remark  recently,  '•Bill  Little  (as 
he  is  sometimes  called)  knows  more  about 
laying  track  than  any  other  man  on  the 
B.  ft  M.  System." 

The  photo  shows  the  crew  of  14  men  and 
cook  with  Mr.  Little.  We  live,  as  he 
calls  it,  "on  wheels;"  where  his  work  is. 
there  is  his  home.    The  beautiful  motto 


in  the  dining-room,  "God  Bless  Our 
Home,"  expresses  what  the  men  find. 
There  are  three  cars,  one  used  for  a  tool 
house,  the  next  fitted  up  with  berths, 
which  are  furnished  with  good  spring 
beds  and  mattresses,  a  dining  hall  and 
kitchen,  with  all  modem  improyements 
to  make  eyerything  cheerful  and  home 
like.  Car  No.  3  is  called  "Trail  Car"- 
in  this  are  two  rooms,  one  end  used  for 
a  sitting  and  smoking  room.  In  the 
eyening,  after  a  hard  day's  work,  th« 
boys  seek  this  car  for  an  hour's  recrea- 
tion, in  playing  cards  and  telling  adyen- 
tures  "of  their  railroad  life  and  at  sea, 
until  sometimes  past  bedtime  it  will  be." 

This  season  the  crew  is  relaying  new 
steel  rails  on  the  main  track  from  Con- 
cord to  Westboro.  The  men  presented 
Mr.  Little  with  a  solid  gold  ring  when  he 
went  to  Central  America,  thereby  show- 
ing their  esteem  and  high  appreciation  of 
him.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  who 
haye  recently  become  employes  of  the 
spare  crew,  the  remaining  members  are 
members  of  the  Concord  Diyision  No.  105 
of  the  L  B.  of  M.  of  W.  B. 

The  men  in  the  crew  are  from  left  to 
rlg^t,  standing:  W.  A.  Little,  foreman; 
Barle  Sargent,  Roy  B.  Woodward,  Byron 
M.  Woodward,  cook;  Edward  Duncklee, 
Charlefi  Morrison,  Timothy  Douc^erty, 
Geo:^  Maynard;  seated,  Harold  Kirk, 
James  Conway,  assistant  foreman;  James 
Mansette,  John  Jenery,  Albert  Caasa- 
bangh,  Anthony  Walker,  Joseph  Platte 
and  Emery  Cassabaugh.  Tours  in  B.,  U 
and  U.,  B.  M.  W. 

NOTE— Photo    not    received    in    time   for 


this  issue. 


I 


Oakwood,  O. 


Ft.  Wajme  Lodge  No.  598  met  at  Ft 
Wayne  on  June  18th  with  about  fifty 
members  present.  This  was  the  second 
meeting  of  Ft  Wayne  Lodge  since  we 
got  our  charter.  We  haye  oyer  one  hun- 
dred members  enrolled  now  and  took  la 
eleyen  new  members  at  our  last  meet 
ing.    Byerybody  enjoyed  a  fine  time. 

There  are  some  foremen  on  Sub-Di- 
yision  No.  3  of  the  "Nickel  Plate"  who 
haye  not  joined  our  organization  ytl    I 
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think  the  brothers  of  the  4tb  District 
hare  a  few  yet  They  should  get  busy 
and  get  every  foreman  in  line;  also  ev- 
ery man  that  they  are  working  the  year 
around;  and  they  certainly  will  get  their 
money's  worth  if  they  will  attend  the 
lodge  and  read  the  Advocate. 

My  three  men  belong  to  the  Brother 
hood  and  think  it  is  fine.  They  are  pleas- 
ed to  have  had  the  chance  to  Join  and  I 
think  if  all  Brotherhood  foremen  would 
try  they  could  get  their  men  also. 

The  next  meeting  of  "Nickel  Plate 
Lodge  on  the  N.  it  W."  will  be  held  July 
18.  Let  every  brother  get  busy  now  and 
bring  in  the  nons.  See  if  we  cannot  get 
them  in  a  class  that  will  take  the  ban- 
ner. 

I  will  close  for  this  time  for  fear  the 
editor  cannot  line  up  the  kinks.  Tours 
in  B.  L.  and  U.    Cebtoioate  No.  18975. 


m^Cy 

Odenville,  Ala. 

I  have  not  tried  to  write  anything  for 
the  Advocate  for  some  time,  so  I  thought 
I  would  better  get  busy  and  write  a  few 
lines  now. 

I  have  not  seen  anything  in  the  Ad- 
vocate from  the  boys  close  by  for  some 
time  and  I  am  afraid  they  have  been  like 
myself,  looking  for  someone  else  to  do 
the  writing. 

Well,  brothers,  I  have  been  in  better 
shape  this  year  than  I  have  been  for 
some  time,  as  I  have  been  able  to  get 
some  men  all  the  time,  although  not  as 
many  as  I  could  work  if  I  could  have 
gotten  them. 

I  have  a  very  rough  section  yet  and 
will  have  for  some  time  if  I  do  not  get 
more  help  and  be  able  to  keep  them. 

Brothers,  how  did  the  circular  suit  you 
that  you  received  stating  you  had  re- 
ceived $51.00  per  month  from  June  15, 
1911.  Will  any  of  our  boys  ask  now, 
"Does  it  pay  to  organize?"  I  think  every- 
one  has  received  some  raise  in  their  pay. 
Let  US  all  try  to  attend  the  lodge  meet- 
ing the  third  Sunday  in  July  if  we  can 
possibly  do  so.  I  am  sure  it  will  be  an 
interesting  meeting. 
I  will  stop  for  this  time  and  hope  to 


see  some  letters  from  the  boys  in  the 
next  issue  of  the  Advocate.  They  are 
more  capable  of  wriUng  than  I  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  have  a 
letter  from  this  section  of  the  country  in 
every  issue  of  the  Advocate. 

With  kind  regards,  I  remain,  fraternal- 
ly yours,  Cebtificate  No.  A-4982. 

• m^ym 

Roxboro,  N.  C. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  As  this  is  my 
first  attempt  to  write  to  the  Advocate,  I 
hope  it  will  escape  the  waste  basket.  I 
certainly  do  enjoy  reading  the  nice  let- 
ters,  although  I  have  not  seen  any  letters 
from  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  N.  ft  W. 
for  a  long  time. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
N.  ft  W.  and  has  been  for  about  nine 
years  and  I  think  he  will  stick  to  it  He 
is  a  member  of  Litchburg  Lodge  No.  88 
and  things  it  is  a  fine  order.  I  certainly 
would  like  to  be  a  member  and  I  would 
be  if  I  were  old  enough.  I  am  16  years 
old  and  weigh  125  pounds.  I  think  I 
would  like  to  be  a  railroad,  man.  I  do 
not  want  to  be  a  farmer.  I  am  firing  at 
a  saw  •mill  Just  now  and  like  it  very 
much. 

I  guess  I  will  bring  my  letter  to  a  close 
now,  and  hoping  to  see  this  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  Advocate  and  wishing  the 
Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary  much  success, 
I     remain,     sincerely     yours,     Howard 

SWABTZ. 

P.  S.— I  would  like  to  exchange  post 
cards  with  any  of  the  girls  or  boys  who 
wish  to  write  to  me. 


»<)• 

Elk  Valley  Lodge,  No.  117. 

I  have  been  reading  the  Advocate  with 
its  pages  filled  with  good  letters  from 
different  places,  but  I  do  not  see  any 
from  Gassoway  and  I  thought  I  would 
try  my  hand  at  writing  one  if  the  editor 
will  raise  the  low  joints  in  this  letter 
and  put  it  in  print 

Brothers,  why  do  not  more  of  you  send 
in  letters  for  publication  to  our  dear  ol.i 
Advocate  and  let  our  sister  lodges  know 
that  we  are  sUU  in  existence?) Ogle 
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Brothers,  we  should  be  encouraged  to 
think  thlit  we  are  now  recognized  by  our 
oomiwny  as  an  organized  body  and  it  Is 
our  duty  both  to  the  Brotherhood  and 
to  the  railway  officials  to  show  them  that 
organized  labor  is  the  best  for  both 
parties.  I  know  that  we  did  not  ^et  what 
we  thought  we  should  hare  had,  but  we 
must  not  expect  too  much.  Do  not  imagine 
for  a  moment  that  a  first  class  contract 
with  all  its  golden  rules  and  good  ratee 
of  pay  is  going  to  bring  the  officials  of 
the  road  around  to  hunt  us  up  and  beg 
us  to  accept  it  It  surely  cannot  come  in 
that  way.  It  takes  time,  patience  and 
lots  of  good  unionism  to  push  the  work 
along.  Let  our  motto  at  this  time  be 
"Get  solid  and  sUy  solid."  Let  us  get 
right  after  every  man  on  the  System  un- 
til he  has  made  out  an  application  for 
admission  to  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.;  try  to 
get  them  all  in  line  with  us. 

If  eyery  member  will  do  this  he  will 
feel  much  better  for  he  will  haye  a  good 
clear  conscience  and  a  knowledge  that 
he  has  done  all  that  he  could  do  to  ad- 
yance  the  interests  of  the  Organization 
and  I  haye  no  doubt  but  that  we  will 
soon  see  the  nons  fiocking  to  th€\  fold. 

I  would  like  to  see  a  letter  occasionally 
from  our  journal  agent.  We  have  been 
waiting  a  long  time  to  hear  from  him. 

Now,  brothers,  let  us  make  this  the 
best  year  we  have  had.  We  have  a  very 
fair  start  and  not  any  too  good  an  op- 
portunity to  do  much  on  account  of  th<* 
small  force,  but  let  ub  do  all  that  we 
possibly  can  and  thus  make  a  good  show- 
ing. We  can  prove  to  the  company  that 
good  economy  means  good  work  and  good 
pay. 

Don't  forget  that  our  regular  meeting 
is  the  second  Saturday  night  of  each 
month.  Come  as  often  as  you  can  and 
we  will  try  and  have  a  good  meeting. 

If  there  is  anything  regarding  the 
Brotherhood  that  you  do  not  understand 
and  I  can  be  of  any  benefit  to  you.  Just 
give  me  a  call  and  I  am  ready  at  any 
time. 

I  will  now  bring  my  few  remarks  to  a 
close.  Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U.,  Qehkbal 
Chaibman,  C.  C.  Railway  Co. 


Anniston  Lodge,  No.  375. 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  I  wrote  a 
letter  for  the  Advocate  and  as  I  do  not 
see  any  letters  from  any  of  the  memlien 
of  our  Lodge  I  guess  that  I  had  better 
take  another  shot  I  have  been  up  against 
it  for  awhile,  but  think  that  it  is  time 
now  I  made  up  my  mind  to  offer  a  few 
more  remarks. 

I  must  confess  I  am  a  poor  writer.  Thift 
will  account  for  my  not  writing  oftener. 
I  know  that  there  are  a  number  of  |U)l6 
writers  in  our  Lodge  who  could  give  us 
interesting  reading  and  food  for  thought, 
but  for  some  reason  unknown  to  the 
Lodge,  they  remain  dumb.  Now,  broth- 
ers, there  is  not  any  excuse  for.  you  to 
wait  on  the  few  to  make  a  start  as  our 
brother  Choccolocco  Man  did. 

Ton  all  know  that  a  great  festival  was 
given  to  us  by  one  of  our  brothers  ask- 
ing; the  grandest  dinner  and  passes  fu^ 
nished  by  the  roadmaster  and  supervisor 
of  this  division;  the  first  of  Its  kind,  to 
my  knowledge,  to  the  trackmen  on  the 
Southern  railway,  and  I  believe  that  each 
and  all  of  those  present  (especially  the 
wives  and  children)  greatly  enjoyed  the 
nice  and  well  filled  baskets  of  dinner. 

Why  were  so  many  of  you  absent, 
brothers?  I  mean  this  for  each  one  of 
you  who  was  not  present.  Those  of  yon 
who  could  not  come  yourselves  might 
have  let  your  families  come.  Tour  chil< 
dren  could  go  to  the  Oxford  Lake  and 
we  would  have  taken  care  of  them  for 
you.  There  was  enough  dinner  left  for 
as  many  more  as  partook  of  it  Ice 
cream  was  plentiful,  and  all  were  quiet 
and  just  as  Joyful  as  life  could  make 
them  be. 

We  invited  our  supervisor  and  road- 
master  to  be  with  us  on  the  28th  of  May, 
but  previous  engagements  and  personal 
business  prevented.  We  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  had  them  with  us,  to  have 
let  them  see  how  well  we  enjoyed  the 
occasion  and  that  every  one  present  be* 
haved  themselves,  which  was  something 
new  to  us  and  we  could  hardly  keep  from 
breaking  the  Sabbath  and  eat  too  mueli. 
and  while  it  took  .all  of  my  loose 
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preparing  for  it,  by  and  by  it  may  be 
that  we  will  overcome,  as  the  song  says, 
'Tell  ye  the  story,  when  we  overcome  it 
will  be  better  by  and  by." 

Have  you  ever  thought  about  it,  broth- 
ers, that  life  is  only  a  short  time  hero 
on  earth  and  you  can  either  make  it  a 
pleasant  one,  or  you  can  make  it  unpleas- 
ant, which  ever  way  you  choose,  and  I 
think  that  we  should  make  a  change  ia 
our  conditions.  We  have  made  an  at- 
tempt to  secure  better  conditions  and 
some  enjoyment  for  ourselves  and  fami- 
lies. We  do  not  aim  to  stay  tied  down 
all  our  lives  on  the  section  and  not  have 
any  enjoyment  at  all  at  home,  do  we? 

When  I  pick  up  the  Advocate  and  read 
the  many  letters  from  all  over  the  vast 
continent  of  North  America,  from  the 
balmy  slopes  of  the  Pacific  to  the  rocky 
shores  of  the  Atlantic,  I  feel  refreshed 
to  think  that  we  are  brought  so  cLose 
together  by  the  ties  of  fraternity.  We 
have  a  grand  organization  and  it  is  up 
to  every  member  to  create  an  interest 
and  strengthen  it  until  it  becomes  as  solid 
as  the  •'Rock  of  Ages."  It  took  some 
time  to  make  it  as  we  Lave  it  now.  We 
had  many  hard  knocks  a  few  years  a^o. 
but  we  are  about  to  get  our  feet  on  dry 
land  not  to  slip.  Boys  do  not  let  us 
neglect  our  dues  aLd  duties..  Don't  get 
discouraged.  The  time  is  fast  coming;. 
I  see  it  and  you  can  see  it 

I  guess  the  boys  are  getting  anxious  to 
hear  about  their  schedule,  or  contract  for 
the  next  twelve  months.  I  read  in  the 
Birmingham  Ledger  that  our  committee 
bad  secured  an  increase  of  15  per  cent  to 
18  per  cent  for  the  trackmen.  If  this  is 
correct,  I  am  sure  the  committee  has  done 
well. 

I  had  a  letter  from  Brother  A.  B.  Lowe 
and  he  states  that  if  possible  he  will  see 
us  face  to  face  this  winter  and  give  us  a 
good  speech.  Come  on.  Brother  Lowe,  An- 
nlston  Lodge  No.  375  awaits  you  with 
open  arms.  Give  us  a  lot  of  your  good 
words.  I  know  we  need  more  good 
speeches  and  they  will  help  to  get  us  re- 
vived  up  more. 

Wishing  the  Organization  and  its  mem- 
bers much  success,  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

JOCJBNAL  AOENT. 


North  Bay,  Ont. 

Siccome  non  ho  mai  visto  una  lettera 
italiana  nel  nostro  caro  "Advocate"  della 
nostra  loggia  No.  3,  mi  6  venuto  11  de- 
sicerio  di  scrivere  queste  poche  righe,  per 
far  conoscere  chc  sono  occupato  suUa  fer- 
rovia  T.  ft  N.  O.  Ry.  e  tutti  quelli  della 
nostra  gang  sono  neirunione.  Abbiamo 
avuto  11  piacere  di  vedere  su  questa  li- 
nea  il  buon  organizzatore  J.  J.  Sullivan, 
Che  ha  fatto  proprio  tutto  il  possibile  ed 
6  riuscito  a  far  associare  quelli  che  erano 
fuori  dalla  nostra  nobile  unions. 

Fratelli,  se  non  ci  aiuteremo  da  noi 
Etessi,  le  compagnie  non  pensano  afCatto 
ai  nostri  interessi,  perci6  tutti  unit! 
insieme  da  buoni  lavoratori  possiamo 
farci  aumentare  le  nostre  paghe,  ed  anche 
essere  ben  voluti  dagli  unionisti  ameri- 
canl.    Con  istima  vi  saluto,  in  B.  L.  e  U., 

L.    CiPPABONE. 

Certiflcato  No.  A-4139. 


-•K>«- 


£.  DeDEEKER  AND  WSV. 
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WOMAN'S 
CORRESPONDENCE 


#  J 


Canaan>  N.  H. 

Dear  Sisters:  The  June  Adyooate  has 
just  arrlTed,  and  many  of  the  familiar 
names  are  missing  in  the  letter  colnmn, 
which  leads  me  to  wondering  if  all  the 
ladles  have  been  housecleaning  and  too 
hosy  to  think  of  each  other.  Well,  the 
housecleaning  season  is  nearly  ended  and 
I  shall  hope  to  see  many  more  letters  next 
month. 

I  have  to  tell  you  of  the  delightful  visit 
which  I  had  with  Wells  River  Lodge  on 
Ifay  27.  I  left  home  in  the  afternoon  on 
the  same  train  which  was  to  convey  the 
good  sisters  and  brothers  from  the  South, 
to  our  meeting  and  had  a  most  delightful 
visit  on  the  way  up. 

Sister  Blair,  the  delegate  at  Boston,  was 
the  first  to  greet  me,  together  with  Brother 
Blair,  and  from  that  time  until  my  arrival 
It  White  River  Junction  on  my  way  home, 
when  the  last  brother  bade  me  a  God 
speed,  I  was  entertained  most  royally. 

The  brothers  had  kindly  given  the  ladies 
full  possession  of  the  hall,  and  what  was 
more,  had  made  the  arrangements  for 
the  refreshments  and  entertainment  for 
the  evening,  and  did  the  work  at  the 
"appointed  hour."  I  can  only  say  that 
they  are  first-class  entertainers,  and  some 
of  them  are  genuine  "housekeepers." 

In  explanation  of  this,  I  wish  to  say 
that  as  Sister  Blair,  the  President  of  the 
lodge,  had  been  sick  and  unable  to  at- 
tend the  last  two  or  three  meetings,  the 
ladies  were  unable  to  make  as  many  prepa- 
rations as  they  otherwise  would,  but  car- 
ried akmg  the  pastry  part  of  the  treat, 
whltii  was  delicious. 

After  holding  a  short  session  of  the 
lodge,  an  open  meeting  was  declared  and 
tpplications  for  membership  solicited 
^th  fairly  good  success,  although  many 
others  were   present  whose   names   we 


were  unable  to  get,  and  who  are  still  "out 
of  the  fold." 

Brother  Bastman,  whose  face  and  nan^e 
is  familiar  to  so  many  of  you,  having 
been  in  the  service  for  many  years,  in- 
vited me  to  lead  a  march  after,  the  busi- 
ness was  concluded,  and  from  then  till 
midnight  dancing  was  enjoyed  by  the 
large  number  of  brothers  and  ladies  who 
were  present.  Brother  and  Sister  Utoore 
furnishing  music  for  the  occasion. 

The  meeting  will  remain  In  my  mem- 
ory as  one  of  the  bri^test  and  most 
pleasant  affairs  of  my  term,  and  I  shall 
look  forward  to  a  future  visit  with  antici- 
,  patlon. 

I  notice  in  the  Advocate  that  Sister  Sa^ 
age  Is  making  an  efCort  for  our  cause  in 
the  South,  and  I  am  hoping  she  will  sue* 
ceed. 

I  leave  home  this  week  for  Vanceboro, 
where  we  will  have  a  new  lodge  insti- 
tuted on  June  17,  and  also  expect  to  go  to 
Sister  Forbes'  home  again  before  I  re- 
turn. I  will  tell  you  of  my  trip  in  my 
next  letter. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  the  sisters  often, 
I  will  close.    Yours  in  L.  P.  and  T., 

Cora  B.  SmrrH. 


-«o«- 


Monticello,  Miss. 

I  hope  it  won't  be  intruding  to  ask 
space  for  a  few  lines  in  the  dear  old 
Advocate.  I  am  feeling  so  sad,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  a  relief  in  some  measure 
for  me  to  tell  my  dear  friends  of  my  great 
loss. 

On  April  27  my  father,  Mr.  M.  W.  Clark, 
whom  many  of  you  knew  personally,  and 
others  from  reading  his  letters  in  the 
AnvooATE,  was  struck  by  a  piece  of  timber 
he  was  sawing  on  a  band  saw  in  the  M.  C. 
R.  R.  shops,  crushing  his  forehead  and 
breaking  his  upper  Jawbone  and  nose.  On 
April  30  his  fever  Dl^S5|^^p@(3^g|(3nd 


484 


THE  ADVANCE  AJDVOCATB. 


death  was  the  sad  result.  I  did  not  know 
that  he  was  hurt  until  he  was  dead  and 
buried,  so  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
tell  you  how  it  hurts  me,  just  to  think 
that  I  did  not  get  to  be  with  him  or  did 
not  even  know  of  his  death  until  it  was 
over.  Dear  friends,  I  hope  God  will  spare 
jon  this  trouble  in  the  way  it  came  to 
me  and  another  of  my  sisters.  Some- 
times it  seems  that  I  can  bear  it  no  long- 
er, but  then  I  think  of  Him  who  said, 
"He  will  help  us  in  time  of  need,"  and  I 
know  He  has  helped  me.  My  Charlie 
helps  me,  too.  He  is  such  a  comforter, 
and  knows  the  path  of  trouble,  too,  but 
to  think  my  father  is  dead  and  I  did  not 
everf  get  to  see  him,  almost  breaks  my 
heart 

They  carried  him  to  Lockhart,  Miss., 
and  buried  him  beside  my  brother  and 
sister  who  went  before.  My  mother  has 
been  dead  for  24  years.  I  am  the  oldest 
child.  He  left  eig^t  children  and  a  wife, 
all  of  whom  will  miss  him.  The  young- 
est child  is  nine  years  old,  a  sweet  little 
girL 

We  are  living  on  ourt)wn  farm.  We 
live  12  miles  from  the  railway.  Charlie 
says  we  are  living  out  in  the  sticks.  No 
matter  what  he  calls  it,  it  is  home  and  a 
pretty  one,  too.  We  have  78  acres  divided 
in  two  parts  by  the  county  line,  Lawrence 
and  Lincoln  counties.  Our  house  is  in 
Lawrence  county. 

Well,  I  am  taking  too  much  liberty,  so 
remember  me  as  one  who  loves  the  union 
and  everyone  who  belongs  to  it  Tour 
friend,  Gebtib  Reavu, 

R.  P.  D.  No.  1,  Box  90. 
•  o» 
Clearwater,  S.  C. 

Here  I  come  again.  It  has  been  some 
time  since  I  have  been  able  to  send  in  a 
few  words  to  the  dear  old  Joubnal.  I 
happened  with  some  bad  luck  three 
months  ago  and  had  the  misfortune  of 
getting  my  right  hand  hurt  in  the  acci- 
dent but  if  the  editor  will  correct  mis- 
takes and  put  this  in  print,  I  will  take 
a  part  with  the  many  kind  friends  who 
enjoy  writing  as  I  do. 

I  think  it  is  so  nice  to  read  the  sweet 


little  letters  written .  by  the  boys  and 
girls.  I  wonder  what  is  the  matter  with 
the  folk  on  this  division;  I  never  see  anj 
letters  from  them.  Let  us  wake  up  and 
not  always  be  behind. 

My  husband  is  working  near  Warren- 
ville  today.  He  only  has  two  hands  at 
the  present  time,  and  has  about  nine 
miles  of  track.  I  tell  him  I  know  that 
they  must  have  to  work  hard  to  keep  the 
wheels  on  the  rails.  He  has  been  on  this 
seqtion  one  year  and  three  months  and 
has  had  no  trouble  with  derailments  yet 
This  is  his  first  section.  He,  went  down 
to  Barnwell  and  Allandale  a  couple  of 
weeks  ago  and  spent  four  days  with  his 
relatives.  This  is  the  first  time  he  has 
had  a  holiday  since  he  started  to  work 
on  this  road,  two  years  ago. 

I  certainly  think  the  company  should 
pay  their  foremen  a  good  salary,  as  they 
might  as  well  be  in  prison,  their  only 
leisure  and  pleasure  is  between  the  rails, 
but,  thank  God,  they  have  an  order  and 
are  all  pulling  one  way.  That  is  the  way 
to  make  things  go  right  Let  us,  dear 
wives,  encourage  them  all  we  can,  if  it 
is  JQst  to  speak  kind  words  in  their  f^ 
vor.  ^^ 

Well,  I  must  live  one  of  the  saddest 
lives,  as  I  have  to  stay  indoors  nearly  aH 
the  time.  My  health  will  not  allow  me 
to  stir  around  much. 

A  show  has  Just  arrived  today  and  the 
children  are  ready  to  go,  but  I  told  them 
it  is  out  of  style  for  railway  people  to  go 
to  shows,  as  it  is  all  foremen's  wages 
can  stand  to  pay  the  grocery  bill  these 
days,  especially  where  there  Is  a  large 
family.  There  are  eight  of  ns— my  hus- 
band and  myself  and  four  little  pets  and 
we  have  my  mother-in4aw  and  one  sis- 
ter to  take  care  of. 

If  my  health  would  allow  me,  I  would 
like  to  take  a  little  trip  next  month  aad 
go  to  see  my  brother  in  BamwelL  I  «n 
looking  for  my  only  sister  ftom  bTce 
this  week  to  spend  some  time  with  nw- 
I  am  always  glad  to  have  company,  «a  it 
seems  to  revive  me. 

With  best  wishes  to  you  all,  I  remaiii. 
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Forest  Station,  Me. 

Mattawamkeag  Liodge  No.  333  met  at 
Vanceboro,  Me.,  in  the  K.  of  P.  Hall  on 
May  20.  1911.  Qolte  a  number  of  block 
signal  men  were  present  at  this  meeting, 
which  they  enjoyed  very  much.  All  the 
members  present  were  glad  to  see  Vice- 
President  A.  F.  Stout  able  to  be  out 
again. 

The  Ladies'  Auxiliary  will  meet  at 
Yanceboro  on  June  17,  and  hope  to  have 
a  full  attendance  of  all  members. 

I  haye  received  some  very  pretty  post 
cards  from  readers  of  the  Advocate,  and 
I  wish  to  thank  all  who  sent  me  cards. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and  Ladies' 
Auxiliary  every  success,  I  remain, 

Gebtbudb  a.  Caldwelz*. 


—^^ 


Bridgewater,  N.  S. 

Just  a  few  lines  to  the  Advocate.  I  am 
still  alive,  but  have  been  so  near  leaving 
this  world  that  my  doctor  has  had  to  lis- 
ton  to  hear  me  breathe.  I  have  been  in 
bed  five  months  and  have  longer  to  stay. 

I  enjoy  reading  the  letters  in  the  Advo- 
cate, and  Just  as  soon  as  it  arrives  I  read 
It  through. 

Well,  summer  will  soon  be  with  us  with 
its  lovely  blossoms  and  breezes.  I  was 
very  sorry  to  learn  through  the  Advocate 
of  Brother  Stout's  illness.  I  trust  he 
may  have  a  speedy  recovery. 

You  talk  about  your  times!  Why,  they 
have  a  new  system  for  work  on  the  H.  A 
8.  W.  Railway.  Steady  train  rules  and 
every  man  must  buy  a  new  watch  to  keep 
the  train  on  the  track.  No  need  of  any 
other  tools.  I  think  the  railway  commis- 
sioners were  very  kind  to  take  such 
pains.  If  train  rules  and  a  new  watch 
are  going  to  do  the  work,  won't  the  sec* 
tlon  men  have  good  times  this  summer? 
They  can  pitch  a  tent,  take  their  books 
and  watches  and  have  a  lovely  time  watch- 
ing them  do  the  hard  work  that  they 
had  to  do  themselves.  Watches  like  those 
are  worth  having.  I  am  saving  up  tea 
lead  and  old  rubber  to  buy  one  for  my 
best  fellow. 


I  enjoyed  Brother  Peterson's  letter  very 
much.  You  certainly  had  a  lovely  tiip. 
We  are  going  to  take  a  day  off  to  answer 
your  letter  received  some  time  ago. 

I  hope  the  editor  will  be  able  to  li^^ 
this  up,  and  wishing  the  Ladies'  Auxllia: 
and  Brotherhood  success,  I  remain, 

"Matflowe:..' 

•  o- 

Janetville,  Ontario,  Can. 

THS  GOOD  DIB  TOfTNO. 

W«  think  of  him  as  IItIos. 
Then  we  picture  him  at  dead. 
We  picture  hlra  an  an^el 
With  a  8tar*crown  on  his  head. 

We    wonder    If   he'i   happy 
In   thoie  regions  of  the  hlest. 
Our  dear  friend  who  has  departed 
To  his  last   eternal   rest. 

In  this  time  of  Joy  and  sunshine 
In   the   lorely   month   of   May, 
He  was  taken  in  his  manhood; 
Oh,  how  short  was  his  life's  day! 

In  this  dark  and  stormy  world. 
The    pathway    that    he    trod 
Was  tbe-one  of  truth  and  virtue. 
Which    led  him   straight    to    Ood. 

He  was  wanted  by  his  Maker 

To   grace   His  home   above; 

And.   friends,  we  must  not  grieve  so-^ 

He  Is   happy  in  his  love. 

He  is  now  among   the  angels. 
Partaking  of  their  Joy  and  mirth; 
He  is  with   is   own   sweet  Savior 
Whom  he  worshipped  here  on  earth. 

And  if  ,by  some  friend's  call. 

He   could  return   again. 

Which  one  of  us  would  bring  him  back 

To  this  world  of  care  and  pain? 

— ^Kathleen  Murphy. 

In  memory  of  Fred  C.  Deacon,  who  died 
at  JanetviUe,  Bfay  21,  1911.  Mr.  Deacon 
was  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  211. 


•  Oe 

Glade,  W.  Va. 

Hello!  Here  I  come  again  trying  to 
write  to  the  dear  old  Advocate,  as  I  have 
not  written  for  some  time.  I  read  many 
nice  letters  in  the  May  issue,  and  1 
certainly  enjoy  reading  them. 

I  think  it  was  a  sad  thing  about  Bro- 
ther Okley  Smith's  death;  it  was  a  great 
shock  to  us  all.  He  was  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  130.  He  left  a  host  of  friends 
to  mourn  his  loss.  I  thought  so  much  of 
him  and  surely  did  hate  to  hear  of  his 
death.  He  lived  here  when  we  first  moved 
but  their  house  was  destroyed  by  fire  and 
they  went  to  the  city^of^.H|igt^and  there 
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he  died.  He  was  18  years  of  age.  I  will 
drop  this  subject  and  take  up  one  on 
farming. 

We  have  a  nice  garden,  two  hogs  and 
one  horse.  I  am  still  staying  with  my 
aunt  and  uncle.  They  have  three  boys 
and  they  have  a  good  time  riding  the 
horse. 

I  know  the  editor  will  get  tired  reading 
this  letter,  so  I  will  slide  off.  If  it  is 
printed  in  the  next  number  I  will  write 
again. 

Wishing  much  success  to  the  Brother- 
hood and  Auxiliary,  I  remain,  Your  little 
friend,  Bbatbice  Wabd. 

•  <y» 

Fitzgerald,  Ga. 

As  I  have  not  written  for  a  long  time 
to  the  dear  old  Advocate  I  will  try  and 
write  a  few  words  to  the  girls  and  boys 
from  this  part  of  Georgia.  I  would  love 
to  read  some  letters  from  the  boys  and 
girls  in  Georgia.  School  is  closed,  and  I 
can  write  oftener  to  the  Advocate  than  1 
did,  for  I  did  not  have  time  to  study  anti 
get  ready  for  examination  and  write,  too. 
I  should  think  nothing  would  hinder  a 
good  old  railroad  man  from  writing.  If 
he  took  any  interest  in  it  he  would  write 
to  the  Advocate. 

Papa  is  a  hard-working  man  to  keep 
his  order  in  good  shape  down  here.  He 
is  always  going  somewhere  to  attend  to 
something  about  the  order. 

I  am  the  only  girl  in  the  family.  I  have 
four  brothers.  I  do  not  know  much  to 
write  about,  as  news  is  scarce  around 
here.  Some  of  the  railroad  men  could 
send  in  some  news  about  their  lodge 
meetings. 

I  would  like  very  much  to  exchange  post 
cards  with  the  readers  of  the  Advocate 
and  they  could  get  some  of  Fitzgerald's 
scenes.    Fitzgerald  is  a  thriving  little  city. 

I  would  like  to  say  just  one  thing  more 
and  that  is,  some  of  the  Brotherhood  men 
won't  attend  their  lodge  meeting  after 
papa  gets  a  pass  and  sends  it  to  them. 
They  would  rather  stay  home  and  read 
the  newspaper  than  take  a  trip  on  the 
train  and  try  to  accomplish  something 
by  going. 


I  am  a  little  girl,  just  fourteen  jmn 
old,  and  I  can't  write  very  interettlnc 
letters,  but  I  try  to.  so  I  will  thank  th« 
kind  editor  to  correct  all  mistakes.  Ai 
ever.     Tours,  Ethel  Boiul 

Van  Wyck,  S.  C. 

Hello,  dear  friends.  I  am  at  my  pott 
again.  I  went  on  a  journey  to  Atlanti 
and  enjoyed  it  very  much.  When  I  came 
home  my  son  had  lost  a  week's  work  on 
account  of  being  sick,  and  on  Monday  a 
horse  ran  away  with  him  and  be  was 
pretty  badly  hurt,  but  he  is  about  0.  K. 
for  work  now  and  went  to  Atlanta  last 
night,  so,  you  see,  I've  had  enough  to 
make  me  feel  bad,  together  with  the 
necessary  work  after  my  return. 

Well,  I  think  this  division  is  about  solid 
in  the  Brotherhood  department  Vn 
been  trying  to  get  the  foremen's  wiyes 
on  this  division,  but  to  my  surprise  have 
failed  so  far,  but  hope  to  be  successful 
in  the  near  future. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  sent  bn 
cards  and  letters.  I  assure  you  they  were 
read  with  much  pleasure.  I  hope  yoo 
will  all  have  a  happy  and  successful  fu- 
ture.   Yours  truly,     Mrs.  Luct  Sava(& 

Hemlock,  Ga. 

I  am  like  many  others,  have  thoogiit 
many  times  of  writing  to  the  Advocaik. 
and  seeing  no  letters  from  here,  I  will 
try  to  get  one  in  the  July  Advocate. 

Father  is  a  section  foreman  on  the  C. 
of  Ga.,  and  has  been  in  the  service  ot 
the  railroad  company  for  over  thirty- 
three  years  and  has  been  here  for  ten 
years.  We  live  on  Lookout  Mountain.  Ve 
have  a  home  and  like  it  very  much.  This 
is  a  beautiful  place  in  the  summer  timfi, 
so  many  kinds  of  wildflowers  and  fmit 
grow  here.  Many  people  come  from  the 
valleys  and  cities  to  spend  the  summer  h^ 
cause  we  have  such  pure  air  and  -waltf. 
many  of  the  springs  being  mineraL  TM* 
are  many  beautiful  scenes  of  nature  hV^ 
We  live  near  Tula  Lake  and  Falls,  wWefc 
are  very  nice.  Chattanooga,  Tmul,  *» 
our  nearest  town,  whAeh  is  about  tw«lw 
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miles  from  here.  This  is  a  very  hard 
place  for  section  men  in  the  winter  time, 
as  this  is  a  mountain  road  with  many 
high  cuts  and  large  rocks.  They  have 
to  keep  the  track  clear  in  the  winter. 
They  have  rock  slides  and  have  to  work 
many  hours  in  the  night  blasting  the 
rock  off  the  track  so  trains  can  pass; 
so  there  is  a  great  responsibility  on  the 
foreman  to  keep  his  track  in  good  order 
so  the  passengers,  and  even  trainmen's 
lives  may  be  In  safety.  I  think  section 
men  should  get  more  honor  than  they 
get  Foremen  have  to  be  on  guard  night 
and  day,  for  many  lives  are  in  their 
hands  if  they  should  fail  to  discharge  their 
duties.  But  it  seems  that  they  have 
the  least  honor,  but  from  the  very  founda- 
tion it  all  depends  on  the  trackmen.  I 
truly  hope  better  times  for  them  is  not 
far  off.  I  think  the  Brotherhood  is  a 
good  thing,  and  I  wish  we  had  a  Ladles' 
Auxiliary  here,  for  I  would  be  glad  to 
Join.  I  will  exchange  post  cards  with  any- 
one who  would  like  to  have  mountain 
scenery.    Yours  truly. 

Daisy  Scabbbough. 
•  <>• 


Nashville,  Ga. 

Hello,  here  I  am  for  my  first  attempt 
and  I  am  not  going  to  write  a  long  letter. 
We  live  in  Nashville,  Ga.,  the  county  seat 
of  Benin  county.  My  papa  is  a  section 
foreman  and  he  belongs  to  the  I.  B.  M. 
W.  B.,  Douglas  Lodge  No.  361. 

I  would  like  to  exchange  post  cards 
with  some  of  the  girl  readers  of  the  Ad- 
vance Advocate. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter,  I  will  make 
it  short.  Sincerely  yours, 

Flot  May. 
•  o-> 


Arkansas. 

Will  you  kind  brothers  and  sisters  ad- 
mit a  stranger  from  a  barren  part  of  the 
world  Into  yonr  circle?  The  editor  has 
invited  me  to  write  a  letter  for  the  Advo- 
cate, bat  I  have  been  holding  back,  think- 
ing I  could  not  write  one  good  enough. 

My  htisband  is  a  section  foreman,  and 
h4u  been  following  that  line  of  work  for 


about  30  years  or  more,  so  you  see  he  is 
an  old  foreman  and  I  believe  that  he 
thinks  money  would  be  no  good  to  him 
if  he  earned  it  in  any  other  way  than 
railroading.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  B. 
M.  W.  B.,  which  both  of  us  think  is  the 
very  thing  that  is  needed.  The  officials  in 
this  part  of  Arkansas  for  the  past  two 
years  have  been  putting  on  negro  fore- 
men, who  have  crowded  the  poor  white 
foremen  out  and  have  been  carrying  the 
day,  but  thanks  to  our  new  President, 
Mr.  Bush,  who  has  ordered  the  negro 
foremen  taken  out  of  the  service  and 
says  the  pick  and  shovel  is  good  enough 
for  them.  Last  week  when  Mr.  Bush's 
special  car  passed  through,  his  train  was 
wrecked  somewhere  down  the  road  and  it 
happened  on  a  negro  section  and  it  fretted 
him  so  that  he  ordered  them  all  taken 
out  of  the  service. 

I  would  like  very  much  to  join  the 
Ladies'  Auxiliary,  but  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  organize  a  lodge  of  the  Auxiliary 
here,  so  I  will  have  to  wait  awhile. 

A  great  many  of  the  foremen  in  this 
section  of  the  country  are  too  cowardly 
to  join  the  organization  for  fear  that  they 
would  be  fired.  A  great  many  of  the 
roadmasters  have  threatened  to  discharge 
their  foremen  if  they  joined  the  organi- 
zation, and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  pos- 
sibly they  would  discharge  them  if  they 
found  it  out,  but  if  all  the  men  would 
join  they  would  have  some  difficulty,  if 
it  were  at  all  possible  for  them  to  replace 
all  their  foremen  when  they  found  it  out 

I  am  afraid  perhaps  I  am  taking  up  too 
much  space,  so  I  will  ring  off.  Guess 
my  husband  will  be  surprised  to  see  this 
letter,  as  I  am  not  going  to  let  him  know 
that  I  wrote  one  until  he  reads  it  in  the 
Advocate. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am.  Sincerely 
yours,  A  Section  Foreman's  Wife. 

•  o* 
Lafayette,  Va. 

Hello,  girls  and  boys,  I  am  a  stranger 
to  all  of  you,  but  a  great  many  of  you 
don't  seem  like  strangers  to  me,  as  I  read 
so  many  of  your  nice  letters  in  the  Advo- 
cate.   I  have  often  thought  of  writing  and 
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am  just  now  making  a  start  I  am  17 
years  old  and  weigh  105  iK>und8,  have  a 
dark  complexion,  dark  hair  and  brown 
eyes. 

I  have  been  living  in  the  village  of 
Lafayette  four  years  and  like  this  place 
fine.  There  are  three  stores,  one  church, 
a  mill  and  a  blacksmith  shop  here.  The 
Roanoka  river  runs  through  here,  in  fact 
almost  entirely  around  the  village.  The 
N.  C.  N.  is  on  one  side  and  the  Va.  Ry. 
on  the  other.  We  have  real  pretty  moun- 
tain scenery  here. 

My  papa  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
Va.  Ry.  and  a  member  of  the  I.  B.  M. 
W.  E.  He  does  not  get  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  his  lodge  often,  as  it  is  located 
quite  a  distance  from  here,  but  he  carries 
an  up-to-date  working  card  with  him  al- 
ways. 

There  are  no  section  houses  along  this 
line  and  we  live  in  our  own  house  and 
have  a  real  nice  place.  We  have  a  good 
school  here  and  the  people  are  talking  of 
getting  a  hi^  school.  I  go  to  Sunday 
school  every  Sunday.  I  have  also  taken 
music  lessons  and  am  commencing  to  play 
quite  well. 

I  guess  I  had  better  stop  and  give  some- 
one else  space,  and  if  this  escapes  the 
waste  basket,  I  will  try  again. 

With  best  wishes,  I  remain,    Sincerely 
yours.  Belle  Cabteb. 
»o» 

Nosbonsing,  Ont. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls.  As  this  is  my 
first  letter  to  the  Advocate  I  hope  to  read 
it  in  the  next  issue.  My  papa  is  a  Bro 
therhood  man  and  he  has  been  section 
foreman  22  years  on  the  Lake  Superior 
Division.  I  have  three  brothers  and  six 
sisters.  My  oldest  brother  is  a  section 
foreman  at  Cliff,  ten  miles  from  here.  I 
am  sending  you  a  photo  of  my  two  ydung- 
er  brothers,  who  are  working  at  Corbeil 
for  my  papa. 

I  am  14  years  old  and  would  like  to  ex- 
change post  cards  with  some  of  the  girls 
and  boys  who  are  readers  of  the  Advocate. 
Sincerely  yours, 
Eva  Souliebe. 


Woodstock,  N.  B. 

The  Advocate  has  arrived  and  oh,  what 
is  the  matter  with  everybody  again!  Our 
favorite  writers  have  let  us  wait  another 
month  and  perhaps  longer.  There  have 
been  a  number  of  letters  from  new  writ- 
ers and  I  trust  they  will  continue  with 
their  good  work. 

We  certainly  sympathize  with  Brother 
and  Sister  Noyes  in  the  loss  of  their 
bright  little  boy.  I  remember  him  so  well 
when  we  were  in  Boston. 

I  am  sorry  that  Sister  J'enness  is  not 
getting  any  stronger.  I  certainly  would 
like  to  see  you,  Mrs.  Jenness,  and  would 
make  an  effort  to  cheer  you  up.  I  know 
what  it  is  to  be  poorly  myself. 

Sister  Smith,  I  cerUinly  would  hav« 
met  you  had  I  known  you  were  in  Boston. 
I  would  have  met  you  there  or  hav<! 
waited  on  you  at  home  or  both,  for  I 
would  have  gone  to  Houlton  and  brought 
you  to  my  home  to  spend  a  few  day*.  I 
am  sure  we  would  have  enjoyed  a  soai 
time  driving  around  and  you  could  ham 
seen  what  a  pretty  little  town  WoodstMi 
really  is.  but  you  will  come  this  wasf 
again,  Sister  Smith.  The  world  was  na/t 
made  in  a  day,  neither  was  our  organlM-- 
tion. 

I  met  Mrs.  Mulkey  once  in  Houlton  «Bd 
had  her  visit  our  lodge  here  and  I  met  kcr 
again  in  McAdam  and  assisted  her  to  or-: 
ganize  the  Auxiliary  lodge  at  McAdOl 
and  St.  Johns,  and  although  she  piiMVd 
to  be  a  faker,  we  have  every  confideMt 
and  faith  in  Sister  Smith.  Long  may  ilM 
live  to  forward  the  good  cause.  Nov, 
Sister  Smith,  write  to  me  some  time  wina 
you  can.  As  the  house-cleaning  time  Ik 
over  and  the  haying  has  not  comniffawnj 
down  here,  surely  you  will  have  a  Mtaf 
for  the  July  Advocate  sisters. 

sitters  com*  back  from  tho  ooholeat  alMin^ 
Write  to  the  Journal  ayaln  at  of  yore. 
Give  ue  one  moment   of  your  precSottS  tlMHv 
So  write  uc  a  Une,  sisters,  write  us  a  tina. 

Speakers  are  many,  but  writers  ara  few. 
Sisters,   we  reckon   each  somethlnir  in  ysnn 
Tou  owe  your  lodge  somethinc,  so  writa  vt  a 

line. 
Keep  this  In  mind,  and  write  us  a  llaew 

Yours  as  ever  for  the  cause, 
Mas.  LAimA 
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"WIRELESS  TRAIN  CONTROL.'* 

Extracts  from  Lecture  by  F.  W.  Pren- 
tice, Wireless  Engineer  of  the  Cana- 
dian Train  Control,  Limited. 

With  the  improvement  of  the  loco- 
motive and  the  building  of  new  lines  came 
the  realization  that  there  must  be  a  me- 
dium used  to  assist  man  in  the  handling 
of  trains  and  the  preventing  of  accidents. 

The  solution  of  this  problem  appar- 
ently rested  in  electricity.  While  work- 
ing as  night  operator  at  Sudbury,  I  read 
of  Marconi's  first  exploits  with  wireless 
telegraphy.  I  became  interested  and  en- 
tered into  a  study  of  the  art.  The  first 
book  perused,  gave  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples as  follows: 

"The  term,  electric  radiation,  was  first 
employed  by  Hertz  to  designate  waves 
emitted  by  a*  Leyden  jar  or  oscillator  sys- 
tem of  an  induction  coil,  and  since  the 
discovery  of  these  radiations  in  1888,  they 
have  been  called  almost  universally.  Her- 
tizian  waves." 

On  August  13,  1898,  my  first  plan  for 
control  by  wireless  was  evolved.  Two 
years  and  a  half  were  devoted  to  com- 
pleting an  Installation  of  ten  miles.  3,000 
different  coheres  were  made  and  tested 
on  the  filers  and  slow  freight  engines 
before  one  was  perfected  which  would 
stand  up  under  the  jar,  oscillation,  and 
vibration,  of  a  hard-riding  engine. 

Not  being  thoroughly  satisfied  with  re- 
sults, I  continued  my  research.  One  day 
while  passing  a  drug  store,  I  noticed  a 
small  fountain  inside  a  glass  globe, 
throwing  spray  upward.  Someone,  for 
novelty,  had  placed  a  gas  ball  so  tht) 
spray  kept  the  ball  up  in  the  air  by  the 
force  of  the  water. 

This  was  the  solution  of  the  enigma. 
Use  the  "wave"  to  keep  some  object  sus- 
pended in  space.  The  cessation  of  the 
wave  would  allow  it  to  fall  by  gravity. 


and  the  stoppage  of  the  train  could  be 
effected. 

The  accompanying  cuts  show  three 
blocks  of  double  track  equipped  in  the 
approved  manner  with  the  apparatus.  The 
system  is  an  adaptation  of  the  main  prin- 
ciples to  certain  conditions. 

There  are  two  parts  to  this  system. 
First,  that  part  which  is  on  the  track, 
and  second,  that  part  which  is  on  the 
train. 


F.  W.  PRENTICE, 
Inventor  of  Wireless  Train  Control 

The  essential  features  of  the  track  por- 
tion are  the  track  circuit  and  the  gen- 
erator of  the  wave.  The  manner  of  con- 
trolling the  wave  by  the  tract  circuit  re- 
lays will  be  evident  from  an  inspection 
of  the  diagram.  The  generators,  as  a 
whole,  include  the  transformer  T,  tke 
Condenser  C,  and  the  discharge  points 
PP,  commonly  known  as  oscillators.  One 
of  these  generators  is  placed  at  the  end 
of  each  block,  and  a  wave  wire  is  extend- 


ed for  a  block  length  in. 
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wave  wire  that  is  used  is  No.  12  alu- 
minum, and  is  run  in  a  trunking  in  the 
center  of  the  track,  midway  between  the 
rails.  The  generator  is  controlled  by 
the  track  circuits  of  the  block  in  at]- 
vance.  As  long  as  the  flow  of  current 
through  the  track  circuits  is  not  bro- 
ken or  short  circuited,  the-A,  C,  relays 
R,  keeps  the  generator  connected  with 
the  A.  C.  feed  wires,  stepping  the  110 
volts  up  in  the  ratio  of  200  to  1,  causing 
a  static  discharge  to  continuously  take 
place  between  the  oscillators,  P.  P.  Con- 
nected to  the  oscillators  will  be  noted  the 
wave  wire,  W.  and  pick-up  wire,  P,  ex- 
tending along  the  track  in  the  relative 
positions  shown.  All  the  track  blocks 
are  provided  with  the  ordinary  form  of 
vane  type  relays  and  A.  C.  tract  circuits. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Wires  W  and 
U  are  charged  with  the  wave  producing 
current  only  when  the  block  in  advance 
is  clear. 

This  is  in  accordance  with  the  closed 
circuit  principle  upon  which  the  whole 
system  Is  built.  The  wave  wire  W,  Is  In- 
sulated from  the  track,  and  Its  preferred 
position  with  reference  to  the  track  is 
along  the  middle  end  of  the  ties.  The 
maximum  length  of  the  wire  which  can 
be  changed  with  one  oscillator  Is  meas- 
ured by  miles,  so  It  Is  plain  that  the 
lengths  of  the  blocks  are  governed.  In 
actual  operation,  only  by  the  requirements 
of  traffic.  The  maximum  distance  for  A. 
C  track  circuits  Is  16,000  feet,  while  that 
«*  D.  C.  track  circuits  Is  3,000  feet.  The 
•*»«rfAUflition  of  the  C.  P.  R.  Is  the  first 
♦  '  ttfMi  automatic  control  for  track  circuits 
^n  aleam  roads,  its  use  heretofore  being 
•^wilned  to  electric  lines.  The  distance 
Hi  which  the  heaviest  train  going  at  the 
*ilghest  speed  can  stop  is  probably  a  safe 
minimum  length  for  a  block,  1.500  feet. 
The  system  thus  is  elastic  enough  for 
practically  all  conditions  of  present  prac- 
tice. 

It  will  be  understood  that  these  oscilla- 
tory wave  wires  and  generators  may  be 
applied  to  any  forms  of  track  circuits 
which  are  in  general  use,  and,  moreover, 
that  they  do  not  interfere  with  present 
forms  of  block  signals.     My  system  has 


no  fixed  signals  on  the  ground.  It  may, 
however,  be  employed  in  conjunction  with 
existing  block  and   other  signals. 

The  track  installation  on  the  C.  P.  R. 
West  Toronto,  Ont.,  consists  of  eight 
blocks,  from  2.000  feet  to  4,500  feet  each, 
four  blocks  on  the  west  bound  and  four 
on  the  east  bound  track,  beginning  at 
Queen  Street  Subway  and  ending  at  Royce 
avenue,  a  distance  of  two  miles,  gener- 
ators being  located  at  Noble  street.  Lans 
downe,  Golden,  Wallace  and  Royce  ave- 
nues. These  have  been  in  constant  serv- 
ice since  March  25,  1910.  without  inter 
ruption.  The  expense  for  current  for 
this  period  has  been  two  cents  per  day 
per  block — about  90  per  cent  less  expen- 
sive than  visual  signal  systems.  There 
being  no  batteries  in  the  track  installa^ 
tlon,  the  cost  of  maintenance  is  cut  CO 
per  cent. 

Having  a  wire  which  extends  through- 
out a  block  and  is  charged  with  a  wave- 
producing  current,  which  makes  the  wire 
the  center  of  a  series  of  outwardly  extend- 
ing concentric  impulses,  having  a  con- 
stant radius  of  Influence  at  any  point 
along  the  wire,  It  remains  only  to  run  a 
train-carried  antenna,  with  its  coherer, 
into  the  block,  and  at  the  instant  this 
antenna  enters  the  zone  of  the  wave,  it 
causes  the  coherer  to  become  a  conduc- 
tor of  electricity.  This  is  the  secret  of 
the  "wireless  system." 

m^y 

Bald  Heads  and  Brains. 

The  Sixty-second  is  a  bald-headed  Con- 
gress. ^ 

Forty-three  per  cent  of  the  representa- 
tives are  Innocent  of  hair  on  top  of  their 
heads. 

Forty-five  per  cent  of  the  Republican 
minority  are  bald.  Thirty-seven  per  cent 
of  the  militant  majority  are  hair  topless. 
too. 

Never  since  the  government  was  found- 
ed has  the  visitor  in  the  galleries  looked 
down  upon  such  an  expanse  of  smooth 
and  shining  pates. 

Of  the  bald  heads  in  this  bald  Congresfl. 
84  per  cent  are  set  upon  the  shoulders 
of  young  men,  under  45. 
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APPEAL  FOR  FUNDS. 

All  members  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  are 
cordially  Invited  to  join  with  the  other 
organizations  affiliated  with  the  A.  F.  of 
L.  to  contribute  their  mite  to  the  defense 
of  the  McNamaras. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  cir- 
cular issued  by  the  A.  F.  of  L.  under  date 
of  June  17th,  and  local  secretaries  and 
presidents  are  requested  to  take  this  mat- 
ter up  with  their  members  at  the  first 
meeting  of  their  subordinate  lodge: 

Suggestions  for  Raising  Funds  for  the 
McNamara  Case. 

That  all  national  and  International  la- 
bor organizations  be  called  upon  and 
urged  to  contribute  an  amount  equal  to 
25  cents  per  member;  the  international 
officers  to  raise  the  amounts  from  their 
respective  memberships  or  locals  in  the 
form  and  manner  best  adapted  to  each 
organization;  that  the  total  amounts  re- 
ceived be  transmitted  weekly  by  the  of- 
ficers of  national  and  international  labor 
organizations  to  Frank  Morrison,  Secre- 
tary, American  Federation  of  Labor,  who 
is  also  secretary  of  the  McNamara  Legal 
Defense  Committee. 

That  the  local  and  federal  labor  unions 
directly  chartered  by  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  be  called  upon  and  urged 
to  contribute  the  sum  of  25  cents  for  each 
member  in  the  local  unions,  and  that  the 
same  be  transmitted  to  Frank  Morrison, 
Secretary,  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

That  central  bodies  select  committees 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  funds  from 
workers  and  friends  who  do  not  contri- 
bute through  the  channels  of  their  local 
or  international  organizations,  and  for- 
ward their  contributions  regularly  and 
promptly  to  Frank  Morrison,  Secretary, 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

That  at  least  one  officer  of  each  of  the 
international  labor  organizations  be  call- 
ed into  conference  at  the  city  of  India- 
napolis. Indiana,  on  Thursday,  June  29 
1911,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  tbo 
necessity  of  co-operative  and  energetic 
action  for  the  collection  of  funds  to  aid 
the  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Workers 
International  Association  In  the  defense 


of  what  nas  been  termed  *The  McNama- 
ra  Cise"  and  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
kidnappers,  and  to  take  such  further 
action  as  the  ends  of  justice  may  warrant 

That  the  organizers  of  the  international 
unions  and  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  be  requested  to  visit  all  organka- 
tions  with  a  view  of  explaining  the  cause 
which  labor  is  defending,  and  to  enlight- 
en the  people  of  our  country  as  to  the 
character  of  the  prosecution  of  labor  men 
and  the  necessity  for  ample  and  adequate 
defense. 

That  the  officers  of  all  labor  organiza- 
tions whether  international,  state  or  lo- 
cal be,  and  they  are,  requested  to  con- 
tinuously keep  before  the  workers  and 
the  people  generally  the  necessity  of  de- 
fending our  brothers  in  labor  against 
organized  conspiracy  inaugurated  and 
maintained  by  the  National  Association 
of  Manufacturers,  the  National  Erectors* 
Association,  and  other  hostile  employers, 
to  cast  ignominy  upon  our  movement  by 
the  imprisonment  and  punishment  of  our 
men,  regardless  of  their  innocence. 

That  the  labor  and  reform  press  be 
urged  to  keep  continuously  before  the 
people  the  contest  in  which  the  Bridge 
and  Structural  Iron  Workers  and  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  are  on- 
gaged  in  defense  of  the  labor  men  kid- 
napped and  now  incarcerated. 

That  Labor  Day  be  celebrated  more 
earnestly  and  generally  than  ever,  by 
demonstrations,  addresses,  and  sociabil- 
ity; that  the  proceeds  of  these  celebra- 
tions be  devoted  to  the  legal  defense  of 
the  McNamara  case  and  the  prosecution 
of  the  kidnappers. 

That  a  permanent  committee  on  ways 
and  means  be  and  is  hereby  created  to 
consist  of:  Frank  M.  Ryan,  President  of 
the  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Workers; 
Samuel  Grompers  and  Frank  Morrison. 
President  and  Secretary,  respectively,  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor;  James 
Short  and  Wm.  J.  Spencer,  President  and 
Secretary,  respectivbly,  of  the  Building 
Trades  Department;  James  O'Conndl  and 
A.  J.  Berres,  President  and  Secretax7. 
respectively,  of  the  Metal  Trades  Depart- 
ment of  the  American  Federation  of  Jjbl- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


496 


bor;  John  B.  Lennon,  President,  and 
Thomas  P.  Tracy,  Secretary,  of  the  Union 
Label  Trades  Department  of  the  A.  F.  of 
L, 

That  the  disbursement  of  all  moneys 
recelTed  in  connection  with  these  cases 
shall  be  made  by  Frank  Morrison,  Sec- 
retary of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  upon  the  order 
of  Samuel  Gompers,  President  of  the  X: 
F.  of  L.,  and  made  payable  to  Hon.  Clar- 
ence S.  Dalrrow,  chief  counsel  for  the  de- 
fense, and  through  him  to  such  attorneys 
and  assistants  who  may  be  retained  or 
employed  by  him  (subject  to  the  approval 
of  President  Gompers  and  Secretary  Mor- 
rison) for  services  In  these  cases. 

That  all  contributions  toward  the  legal 
defense  in  the  McNamara  cases  and  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  kidnappers  he 
transmitted  as  soon  as  possible  to  Frank 
Morrison,  who  will  forward  a  receipt  for 
every  contrihution  received  by  him,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  trials  a  printed  copy  of 
the  income  and  expenses  will  be  mailed 
to  each  contributor. 

There  has  been  studiously  circulated 
and  published  in  the  press  exaggerated 
statements  of  immense  sums  of  money 
which  are  supposed  to  have  been  con- 
tributed and  received  for  the  defense  of 
the  men  in  these  cases,  and  it  is  not  dif- 
ficult to  understand  that  these  statements 
have  been  published  for  the  specific  pur- 
pose of  making  it  appear  that  because 
large  sums  are  already  at  hand  that  there 
is  no  necessity  for  workmen  to  respond. 
The  fact  is  tliat  thus  far  an  exceedingly 
small  sum  of  money  has  been  received 
and  that  we  shall  all  have  to  depend  upon 
the  sympathy  and  generosity  of  liberty- 
loving  workmen  and  our  friends  to  secure 
the  means  for  the  defense  of  the  McNam- 
ara case  and  the  prosecution  of  the  kid- 
nappers. 

In  the  name  of  justice  and  humanity 
you  are  urgently  requested  to  make  such 
arrangements  sLs  the  form  and  manner 
of  your  organization  is  best  adapted  to 
pursue,  so  that  an  amount  equal  to  25 
cents  per  member  be  forwarded  towards 
the  preparing  and  meeting  for  the  legal 
defense  and  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
kidnapping  in  the  McNamara  case,  and 
to  forward  the  same  as  promptly  as  pos- 


sible to  Mr.  Frank  Morrison,  Secretary 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

In  addition,  your  organization  is  re- 
spectfully invited  to  have  one  or  more 
of  its  officers  to  attend  a  conference  to  be 
held  at  the  Denison  Hotel,  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  beginning  at  ten  o'clock  Thurs- 
day morning,  June  29,  1911,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  such  further  co-opera- 
tion and  energetic  action  for  the  collec- 
tion of  funds  in  furtherance  of  the  ends 
of  justice  in  these  cases. 

Kindly  advise  President  Samuel  Gom- 
ers,  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
at  your  earliest  possible  convenience  as 
to  the  number  of  officers  of  your  Interna- 
tional Organization  who  will  attend  the 
Indianapolis  conference  June  29th,  and 
oblige. 

Yours  fraternally, 

EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL,  AMERICAN 
FEDERATION  OF  LABOR.  (Signed) 
Samuel  Gompers,  president;  James  Dun- 
can, first  vice-president;  John  Mitchell, 
second  vice-president;  James  O'Connell, 
third  vice-president;  D.  A.  Hayes,  fourth 
vice-president;  Wm.  D.  Huber,  fifth  vice- 
president;  Jos.  F.  Valentine,  sixth  vice- 
president;  John  R.  Alpine,  seventh  vice- 
president;  H.  B.  Perham,  eighth  vice- 
president;  Frank  Morrison,  secretary; 
John  B.  Lennon,  treasurer. 

EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL,  BUILDING 
TRADES  DEPARTMENT,  A.  F.  OF  L. 
(Signed) — James  A.  Short,  president; 
Geo.  F.  Hedrick,  first  vice-president; 
Frank  M.  Ryan,  second  vice-president;  O. 
A.  Tveltmoe,  third  vice-president;  M. 
O'Sullivan,  fourth  vice-president;  F.  J. 
McNulty,  fifth  vice-president;  Wm.  J. 
Spencer,  secretary-treasurer. 

EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL,  METAL 
TRADES  DEPARTMENT,  A.  F.  OF  L. 
(Signed)  —  James  O'Connell,  President; 
Albert  J.  Berres,  secretary-treasurer;  Jo- 
seph F.  Valentine,  first  vice-president; 
James  W.  Kline,  second^  vice-president: 
Jos.  A.  Franklin,  third  vice-president;  T. 
M.  Daly,  fourth  vice-president. 

UNION  LABEL  TRADES  DEPART- 
MENT, A.  F.  OF  L.  (Signed)— John  B. 
Lennon,  president;  Thomas  P.  Tracy^  sec- 
retary. Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


496 


THE   ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


WHY  THE  CHURCH  SHOULD 

SYMPATHIZE  WITH  LABOR 

Violence  in  Labor  Strife  Ib  Totally  Un- 
justifiable, But  Not  Quite  Totally  Un- 
explainable. 

Explaining  it  makes  no  difference  to 
the  law,  which  ought  to  punish  any  sort 
of  violence  vigorously  regardless  of  cir- 
cumstances. But  explaining  does  make  a 
difference  in  mutual  human  understand- 
ing. 

Especially  should  it  make  a  difference 
with  the  church.  Instead  of  such  out- 
breaks being,  as  is  usually  alleged,  a  rea- 
son why  the  church  should  hold  absolute 
ly  aloof  from  the  labor  movement,  they 
are  in  all  fairne&s  and  justice  a  reason 
why  the  church  should  feel  a  peculiarly 
solicitous  sympathy  for  it — the  very  same 
kind  of  sympathy  which  an  older  man 
who  has  triumphed  over  the  temptations 
of  youth  rightfully  feels  for  a  young  man 
still  in  the  thick  of  struggle. 

When  the  Christian  Church  tons,  rela- 
tively speaking,  of  about  the  same  imma- 
ture age  as  the  labor  movement  is  today, 
it  u>as  fully  as  much  given  to  violent  ways 
of  achieving  its  purposes  as  is  organized 
labor  now. 

Indeed,  it  was  doutless  worse,  for  there 
seems  to  have  been  in  the  mediaeval 
church  much  less  protest  against  violence 
than  there  Is  now  In  twentieth  century 
labor  unions. 

Giving  tribes  of  inoffensive  heathen 
their  choice  of  baptism  or  the  sword; 
burning  alleged  infidels  to  death  at  the 
stake;  harrying  helpless  communities  of 
dissenters  out  of  their  homes  and  over  the 
mountains  under  dragonnades  of  cruel 
soldiery;  shooting  cities  into  ruin  for 
their  unorthodox  theology;  executing  dia- 
bolical plots  of  massacre  to  rid  the  world 
of  heretics — are  these  things  better  than 
putting  dynamite  under  the  foundations 
of  a  nonunion  printing  office  and  blow- 
ing a  score  of  lives  out? 

To  be  sure,  the  modern  Protestant  feels 
that  the  Reformation  has  cleared  him  of 
the  shame  of  such  deeds.  He  may  even 
possibly    resent    having    them    called    to 


his  mind  for  comparison  at  the  moment 
when  he  is  freely  expressing  his  disgUiit 
at  the  bomb-man  and  the  strong-arm  man 
among  agents  of  unionism. 

But  that  misses  the  point.  The  com- 
parison is  not  made  to  stop  his  moutb 
from  denouncing  crime.  Still  less  does  it 
conceal  an  effort  to  saddle  today's  Chris- 
tian with  responsibilities  for  the  enormi- 
ties of  the  Dark  Ages. 

The  reminder  is  merely  meant  to  tem- 
per his  judgment  of  a  cause  that  at  a  cer- 
tain stage  develops  these  shameful  meth- 
ods of  fighting  for  its  ambitions.  The 
church  man  of  the  present  is  not  respon- 
sible for  the  old-time  violence  of  the 
church;  but  all  that  he  prizes  now  as 
true  and  good  in  his  religion  oomes  to 
him  by  a  line  of  inheritance  stretching 
right  down  through  the  midst  of  all  the 
abominable  Inquisition  cruelties. 

That  fact  should  not  make  a  man  any 
more  complacent  toward  inhuman  deed^ 
committed  in  the  past  or  in  the  present 
by  the  church  or  by  any  other  institution, 
but  it  ought  to  make  room  in  his  think- 
ing for  this  generous  and  hopeful  consid 
eration. 

Just  as  there  iro*  in  the  church,  even 
in  the  days  of  its  most  disgraceful  com 
plicity  with  murder,  the  inherent  principle 
of  a  great  cause  fraught  with  the  be$t 
hope  of  humanity,  even  so  there  nwf 
fairly  be  believed  to  reside  in  the  contem- 
porary organization  of  labor  the  germt 
of  vast  benefit  to  orderly  civilization  in 
spite  of  its  covering  transient  element 
of  disorder. 

The  church,  therefore,  moved  by  both 
the  optimism  and  the  fellow  feeling  de- 
rived from  its  own  experience,  ought  to 
lend  itself,  through  every  acceptable 
means  of  aid,  to  help  on  the  labor  move- 
ment to  that  higher  stage  where  preseoi 
discredits  will  no  longer  vex- it  and  its 
excellent  tendencies  may  govern  it  alone 

This  sympathetic  and  helpful  disposi- 
tion toward  labor  unionism  Is  the  more 
justly  required  of  the  church  because  the 
violence  that  now  disgraces  labor  is  so* 
tained  by  the  very  same  mode  of  reason- 
ing and  based  on  the  identical  motive 
that  betrayed  the  fierce  Christians  of  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE   ADVANCE   ADVOCATE. 


4OT 


Dark  Ages  into  uslng^Se,  sword,  bayonet, 
cannon  and  a  hundred  forms  of  torture 
to  spread  the  gentle  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ 

The  old-time  persecutors  were  unques- 
tionably conscientious  and  their  psycho- 
logical process  of  justifying  their  cruel 
ties  was  almost  grewsomely  simple. 

The  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  world's 
perfect  truth.  The  world  ought  to  ac- 
cept it.  Why  not  then  go  about  it  in  the 
most  effective  way — frighten  people  into 
it.  The  blessing  ensuing  will  be  so  vastly 
great  that  the  pain  of  the  process  will  be 
well  paid  for. 

That  was  the  way  Christians  reasoned 
once.  Today,  just  as  positively  as  those 
Christians  were  convinced  of  the  validity 
of  religion  the  labor  unionist  is  convince<l 
that  unionism  is  imperative.  How  shall 
he  make  mankind  accept  it? 

There  stands  the  same  old  temptation. 
Why  not  force  unionism  on  them— terrify- 
ing them  into  it? 

That  fanatics  malm  and  wreck  and  kill 
for  the  sake  of  unions  may  astonish  some 
persons,  but  it  certainly  should  not  aston- 
ish anybody  who  has  studied  the  history 
of  the  Inquisition.  The  Inquisition  and 
labor  union  violence  are  twin  phenomena. 

Of  course,  the  likeness  of  them  atones 
for  neither.  Nor  does  the  conscientious- 
ness of  them.  Violence  is  utterly  wicked 
in  any  cause  and  ought  to  be  punished 
with  heavy  penalty.  But  it  need  not  be 
treated  as  monstrous.  It  is  in  fact  sadly 
human. 

The  end  of  fanatic  violence  in  the  sup- 
port of  an  intensely  espoused  cause  comes 
at  last,  however,  not  through  the  punish- 
ment of  it,  but  through  the  futility  of  it. 

The  church  learned  finally  that  the 
convert  scared  into  the  church  was  no  use 
as  a  convert.  He  added  nothing  to  the 
power  of  the  church.  Indeed,  his  out- 
ward conformity  without  inward  faith 
sapped  its  vitality — reducing  the  church 
to  a  spiritless  shell.  Violence  might  add 
numbers  but  it  brought  no  life. 

So  the  church  after  lapse  of  centuries 
came  to  understand  that  the  only  way 
to  grow  with  a  growth  worth  while  Is  to 
persuade  men  and  women  into  fellowship 


by  reason,  kindness  and  especially  fra- 
ternal love.  Recruits  so  won  are  real  ac- 
cessions. 

And  the  same  thing  is  exactly  as  true 
for  the  labor  union  as  it  is  for  the  church. 

Some  day  the  labor  unions  will  learn 
it,  as  the  church  has  learned  it.  ^  And  then 
there  will  be  no  more  violence  in  the  pro- 
paganda of  unionism  than  there  is  today 
in  the  propaganda  of  the  church.— Editor- 
ial by  Nolan  R.  Best  in  The  Continent,  the 
National  Presbyterian  Weekly. 

»<>♦— 

Notes. 

Stand   squarely  on   your   rights. 

Do  not  deviate  one  ioto  from  the  stand- 
ard of  right. 

Make  up  your  mind  now  to  get  busy  to- 
ward assisting  your  organization;  put 
some  ginger  in  your  work;  go  at  it  sys- 
tematically, continue  perse veringly;  don't 
get  discouraged  by  lack  of  immediate 
success,  nor  do  not  let  success  spoil  you. 

If  the  business  of  your  lodge  in  your 
opinion  is  not  conducted  properly,  attend 
your  meetings  and  do  what  you  can  to 
rectify  wrongs. 

Get  the  fellow  who  works  with  you  into 
the  union. 

It  is  a  live  wire  you  ought  to  be;  not  a 
piece  of  dead  timber. 

If  you  do  not  perform  your  part  of  the 
obligation  which  you  have  taken,  how 
is  it  possible  you  should  expect  the  asso- 
ciation to  do  theirs. 

You  will  find  that  you  #111  have  little 
trouble  in  inducing  your  fellow-workman 
to  join  the  Brotherhood  if  you  yourself 
have  confidence  in  the  Order. 

Fratemalism  is  the  precious  ointment 
in  the  alabaster  box.  Whatever  it  touches 
it  fills  with  lasting  fragrance.  Let  us 
preach  and  practice  it  constantly. 

While  we  are  trying  to  find  a  remedy 
for  the  "suspension  for  non-payment  of 
dues"  habit,  suppose  we  all  pay  our  dues 
promptly.    That  will  help  some. 

Are  you  a  regular  attendant  at  your 
lodge  meeting  or  "just  a  once  and  a 
whiler?"  ^  , 
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RAILROADS  IN  POLITICS. 
By  A.  A.  Graham,  Topeka,  Kan. 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  Santa  Fe 
Employes  Magazine,  referring  to  political 
conditions,  is  an  article  by  Mr.  R.  P. 
John,  a  conductor  of  that  system  on  "The 
Present  Situation  and  the  Part  the  Rail- 
road Man  Should  Take."  The  leading 
thought,  or  rather  contention,  is,  that  the 
interests  of  the  road  and  those  of  the 
employes  are  identical,  and  this  is  ex- 
plained at  some  length.  In  sweeping  state- 
ments on  a  broad  plain,  Mr.  John  wipes 
out  all  controversy  between  employer  and 
employe,  capital  and  labor,  on  the  Santa 
Fe  system,  and  calls  attention  to  the 
community  and  harmony  of  interest  ex- 
isting between  them  there,  a  sort  of  so- 
cialistic state  established,  and  doubtless 
the  wage  question  eliminated,  so  that,  at 
last,  we  see  the  lion  and  the  lamb  lie 
down  together;  but  whoever  would  have 
thought  that  the  fulfillment  of  the  pro- 
phecy would  have  been  accomplished  by 
a  railroad  system! 

In  such  a  high  Judicial  tone,  Mr.  John 
enlarges  on  the  proposition  that  railway^ 
earnings  should  be  just  and  remunerative, 
that  his  paragraphs  might  be  set  bodily 
into  the  text  of  a  decision  of  our  courts 
of  last  and  supreme  judicature,  or  they 
might,  indeed,  be  cut  bodily  therefrom. 
Policy,  therefore,  prevents  me  from  in- 
dulging terms  of  criticism^  of  the  text; 
but,  as  to  the  faots,  nobody  has  ever  con- 
tended that  any  railroad  company  should 
not  earn  a  fair  remunerative  return,  so 
that  no  occasion  exists  for  the  argument 
of  Mr.  John,  as  he  has  no  opposition,  as 
well  also,  the  earnings  of  the  Santa  Fe 
have  never  been  thus  interfered  with. 
Notwithstanding,  however,  Mr.  John  urges 
the  great  army  of  Santa  Fe  employee  "to 
insist  upon  it  that  the  corporation  for 
which  he  works  should  have  the  right  to 
charge  such  rates  as  will  afford  it  suffi- 
cient reimbursement."  Under  this,  the 
first  duty  of  a  trackman  no  doubt  would 
be  to  insist  upon  remunerative  rates,  not 
to  keep  up  the  line,  so  likewise  as  respects 
the  equipment  and  operation,  so  that,  in- 


stead of  each  employe,  giving  his  tim« 
and  best  efforts  to  his  work,  they  should 
all  turn  insistent  politicians,  yet  Mr.  John 
inveighs  against  the  politicians  above  all 
men. 

Perhaps  I  am  taking  Mr.  John  too  seri- 
ously, and  that  his  article  in  his  com- 
I>any's  magazine  is  only  a  nice  little  fam- 
ily talk  to  take  up  the  time,  and  meanf 
nothing  after  all,  and  perhaps  also  we 
should  indulge  a  common  weakness  in 
people  to  tell  how  ill  they  have  been  treat- 
ed, so  that,  when  Mr.  John  talks  of  how 
his  road  has  been  "prosecuted  and  perse- 
cuted," we  should  only  sigh,  "It's  too 
bad!" 

Mr.  John,  however,  takes  himself  serf 
ously,  and  that  impels  me  to  that  view 
also.  He  says  "that  railroad  employes 
cannot  rid  themselves  of  responsibility 
for  the  conditions  affecting  the  railroad 
situation  which  exists  today,  because  the; 
have  failed  to  lend  their  hearts  and  hands, 
and  last,  but  not  least,  their  votes,  to 
place  men  in  political  office  who  would  be 
fair  both  to  the  railroad  companies  and 
their  employes,"  and  thus  again  we  see 
that  he  would  have  all  his  fellow  em- 
ployes turn  helpful  politicians.  Now,  now, 
now,  we  have  struck  his  thought!  He 
says  in  unmistakable  terms  that  the  roads 
and  their  employes  should  organize  for 
the  political  control  of  the  country.  Will 
the  country  stand  this?  Will  the  country, 
and  the  whole  country,  consent  to  be 
under  the  political  dominion  of  the  rail- 
roads, or  of  his  road?  Will  the  great  pub- 
lic submit  to  this  as  the  legitimate  exer 
else  of  their  franchises?  or,  will  they 
consider  that  an  act  ultra  vireaf 

But  Mr.  John  does  not  rest  solely  on  Wi 
proposed  organization  among  the  em- 
ployes for  political  control.  He  "com 
mends  heartily  the  movement  undertaken 
by  the  management  of  the  Santa  Fe  sys- 
tem in  the  arrangement  of  meetings  for 
the  instruction  of  employes  and  the  gen- 
eral public  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
conduct  of  railway  affairs,"  and  he  "^ 
lieves  great  good  will  be  accomplished  by 
this  campaign." 

Evidently  Mr.  John  realizes  the  neces- 
sity for  the  acquisition  of  votes  to  nfn- 
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force  Ills  already  organized  harmonious 
army  of  employes;  his  road  is  trying  to 
"instruct"  the  general  public,  and  thus 
return  to  the  political  dominion  of  the 
days  of  the  free  pass. 

Formerly,  by  the  use  of  the  free  pass, 
now  gone  forever,  the  Santa  Fe  was  the 
absolute  and  unqualified  master  of  the 
politics  of  Kansas  and  of  several  other 
states;  but  that  power  was  lost  by  legis- 
lation January  1,  1908.  To  regain  this 
lost  dominion,  that  road  is  trying  to  or- 
ganize its  employes  en  masse  to  put  "the 
right  men  in  political  office,"  as  well,  also, 
"to  instruct  the  general  public"  along  the 
right  lines. 

Suppose  Mr.  John's  scheme  accomplish- 
ed, then  If  he  would  know  what  the  em- 
ployes will  get  out  of  it,  let  him  look 
back  to  the  unqualified  political  control 
enjoyed  by  his  road  under  the  free  pass 
prior  to  three  years  ago.  Then,  by  rea- 
son of  the  pass-controlled  legislatures  and 
courts,  railroad  employes  and  labor  gen- 
erally got  little  or  nothing  in  the  way 
of  beneficial  laws,  either  in  their  enact- 
ment or  in  their  judicial  construction,  but 
how  dlfterent  now!  Does  Mr.  John  want 
to  return  to  conditions  as  existing  under 
the  pass-controlled  legislatures  and 
courts?  This  would  surely  result  from 
the  success  of  his  efforts,  whether  he  is 
seeking  it  or  not 

Can  it  be  possible  that  Mr.  John  is  ig- 
norant of  the  fact  that,  at  the  session  of 
the  Kansas  legislature  just  closed,  his 
company,  working  in  "harmony"  with 
every  other  great  railway  company  In 
Kansas,  opposed,  tooth  and  nail,  the  en- 
actment of  each,  every,  all  and  singular 
the  measures  for  the  benefit  of  railroad 
emptoyes  and  labor  in  general?  Yet  he 
pleads  a  community,  a  harmony,  of  in- 
terest! "The  two  Interests  are  the  same," 
he  says. 

If,  Mr.  John,  you  are  deceived,  do  not 
carry  down  your  fellow  employes  with 
you.  Tou  do  not  seem  to  know  that,  while 
some  of  your  officials  are  talking  nice 
to  your  face  at  a  family  gathering  of  em- 
ployes, others  are  closeted  with  legisla- 
tors or  legislative  committees,  stabbing 
you  in  the  bock! 


This  is  that  sameness,  that  harmony,  of 
interests  put  inside  of  these  beautiful 
schemes  of  identity  or  community  of  in- 
terest 

Having  condemned  Mr.  John's  methods, 
I  should  now,  to  be  consistent  and  logi- 
cal, propose  what  I  deem  the  proper  one* 
Sameness  or  community  of  interest  is  im- 
possible with  opposing  or  antagonistic 
forces.  This  is  an  elementary  mathemati- 
cal principle.  Equilibrium,  as  well  in  the 
moral  as  in  the  mechanical  world,  is  main- 
tained by  opposition.  This  principle  holds 
suns  and  systems  in  their  orbits,  balances 
the  scales  of  commerce,  adjusts  the  dif- 
ferences in  society;  but  harmony  sub- 
stituted, systems,  both  solar  and  railroad, 
would  at  once  be  broken  up.  In  the  uni- 
verse as  in  the  moral  world,  the  centrifu- 
gal and  the  centripetal  forces  must  equally 
balance,  else  worlds  would  collapse,  and 
suns  and  systems  would  fall  together  in 
one  chaotic,  ruinous  mass. 

Specifically,  the  interest  of  capital  is 
one  and  that  of  labor  another,  opposing 
interests  to  be  kept  at  equilibrium  by 
counterpoise,  by  nicely  adjusted  additions 
to  and  subtractions  from  either  scalepan. 

So,  also,  in  the  political  world,  the 
equilibrium  of  opposing  interests  should 
be  maintained  as  nearly  as  may  be,  else 
governments  will  be  proprietary,  and 
their  operations  restricted  to  the  hands 
of  the  few.  Does  any  one  see  the  likeness 
of  our  own  government  in  the  picture? 
Lobk  carefully. 


»o* 

To  Prevent  Derailment. 

Washington,  June  18. — ^A  joint  resell^ 
tion  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Representative  Dent 
of  Alabama,  authorizing  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  to  investigate  and 
repo.rt  upon  the  availability  of  the  An- 
drew  safety  appliance,  designed  to  pre- 
vent derailments  on  railroads. 

The  resolution  has  been  referred  to  the 
committee  on  interstate  and  foreign  com- 
merce, the  members  of  which  recently 
witnessed  a  demonstration  of  the  device 
on  the  Chesapeake  Beach  railroad. — New 
York  Call.  rn^r^n]o 
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LABOR'S  TEXT—UNIONISM. 
By  Margaret  Scott  Hall. 


Come  thou   spirit  of  the  union. 

Bring  thy  hoAllns  remedy: 
Bless  the  weary,   heavy  laden — 

Teach    the    world    fraternity. 

Labor  is  a  divine  law.  Obeying  this  law 
cheerfully  is  man's  wisest  course.  Occu- 
pation is  essential  to  man's  happiness  as 
well  as  prosperity  through  life.  "Life 
is  duty,"  and  labor  is  inevitable  as  death. 

"By  the  sweat  of  thy  brow  shalt  thou 
eat  bread"  was  man's  sentence,  but  In 
that  sentence  mercy  tempers  justice  an^l 
the  curse  bears  a  blessing.  There  are 
those  who  would  evade  the  divine  law 
and  escape  the  sentence  of  toil. 

Among  the  empty-pated  Idle — the  drones 
and  parasites  of  humanity's  busy  hive — 
to  "sponge"  is  more  honorable  and  praise- 
worthy than  to  work.  These  false  ideas 
are  especially  prevalent  among  the  bro- 
ken down  aristocracy — the  pitiful  remnant 
of  a  by-gone  past — and  they  create  in  the 
present  active  age  a  ridiculous  reflection 
of  faded  ancestral  glory. 

In  labor  lies  the  secret  of  contentment. 
Since  Adam  and  Eve's  departure  from 
Eden  all  human  progress  and  achieve- 
ments have  been  the  result  of  labor.  Men 
must  work  to  keep  out  of  mischief. 

In  reason  and  moderation  labor  is  a 
Joy  and  pleasure;  beyond  this  point, 
when  carried  to  excess,  it  becomes  irk- 
some and  is  turned  into  an  evil.  There  Is 
usually  some  abnormal  reason  when  men 
overwork.  Continued  and  excessive  toil 
we  may  very  reasonably  conclude  is  an 
involuntary  proceeding  and  investigation 
of  conditions  would  furnish  abundant 
proof  to  that  theory. 

When  one  is  financially  embarrassed,  so 
to  speak,  whether  it  is  his  fault  or  his 
misfortune,  a  good  job  is  the  surest  way 
to  relieve  the  situation.  If  he  will  not 
work,  he  does  not  deserve  comfort. 

"It  is  nothing  against  you  to  fall  down 
flat,  but  to  lie  there— that's  disgrace." 

Then  there  is  the  other  side  of  the  pic- 
ture.    For  every  seven  or   eight  people 


needing  a  job  there  is  one  seeking  their 
service.  The  competition  of  the  seven  or 
eight  poor  people  keeps  them  poor,  and 
the  more  urgent  their  need,  the  fiercer 
the  competition  becomes  to  the  detriment 
of  the  employe  and  the  advantage  of  the 
employer. 

"A  poor  man's  poverty  is  his  destruc- 
tion," and  through  it  the  rich  man  in- 
creases his  own  wealth.  The  extreme* 
of  poverty  and  wealth  becoming  more  and 
more  pronounced,  industrial  conditions  re- 
solved themselves  into  a  problem.  For 
curbing  avarice  and  lifting  grievous  bur- 
dens imposed  upon  the  dependent  poor, 
unionism  best  meets  the  requirements  of 
mutual  justice. 

Of  all  plans  evolved  by  ancient  or  mod- 
ern industrial  systems,  none  have  been 
found  comparable  to  unionism.  Imper- 
fect as  organization  has  been  in  its  early 
stages,  its  growth  and  power,  as  matched 
against  malicious  detraction,  carping  cri- 
ticism and  the  spiteful  denunciation  of 
enemies,  may  be  considered  as  unparal- 
leled. 

Measured  by  the  work  already  done  for 
improvement  of  conditions  and  easing  the 
fetters  of  poverty  for  working  people,  the 
vast  possibilities  for  unionism's  noble 
achievements  for  the  good  of  humanity 
can  scarcely  be  estimated.  Among  the 
wise  and  great  it  has  found  friends.  It3 
principles  teach  the  brotherhood  of  man 
and  advocate  a  demonstration  of  the  di- 
vine idea  of  a  righteous  government 

Unionism,  in  plain  and  comprehensive 
administration,  has  proven  to  be  the 
wisest  and  most  practical  adjustment  of 
industrial    differences. 

Unionism  has  had  a  long,  hard  strug- 
gle with  opposition,  but  labor's  cause  is  a 
righteous  one — a  just  and  humane  one— 
and  in  the  unequal  conflict  it  has  not  only 
survived  the  attacks  of  calumny,  it  has 
won  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
public. 

In  the  right  and  for  the  right,  union- 
ism unabashed  goes  steadfastly  on  with 
its  outline  of  a  stupdendous  undertaking 
Dignity,  endurance  and  courage  mark  its 
steady  progress.  In  its  constant  quarrel 
with  corruption,  greed,  Kraft  and  oppr^ 
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sioD  the  complete  annihilation  of  the  la- 
bor union  has  often  been  planned  an<l 
predicted. 

Knockout  blows  have  fallen  like  the 
fury  of  hailstorms  about  the  bulwarks  of 
unionism,  but  it  stands  the  test.  When 
the  "smoke  of  battle"  has  cleared  away, 
unionism  emerges  strong  and  firm  as  ever, 
ready  to  pick  up  the  thread  of  the  argu 
ment  and  begin  all  over  again. 

The  spirit  of  unionism  has  impressed 
the  beauty  of  brotherhood  on  the  thought 
and  conscience  of  the  world.  That  spirit 
would  draw  us  nearer  together  in  love 
and  sympathy.  In  this  turbulent  age  of 
restlessness  and  change,  of  discord  and 
discontent,  the  more  of  human  kindness 
we  extend  the  more  of  infinite  love  will 
be  manifest.  In  keeping  the  Golden  Rule, 
active  Christianity  is  a  requisite.  Through 
this  we  establish  the  brotherhood  of  man 
and  claim  the  Fatherhood  of  God. 

And  such  is  the  spirit  of  unionism: 

May   its  principles  of  justice 
Sway  all   clajses   for    the   good. 

Tin   industrial  strife   shall   vanish 
In    United   Brotherhood. 
.-O-*^ 

NO  CONTROL  OVER 

SECTION  LENGTHS 


Railway  Commission  Reply  to  Mainten- 
ance ofc  Way  Men. 


"We  have  no  jurisdiction  over  this  mat- 
ter," ^said  Judge  Mabee  at  yesterday  aft- 
ernoon's sitting  of  the  railway  commis- 
sion. When  the  application  of  the  Inter- 
natiolUil  Brotherhood  of  Maintenance  of 
W^  ^^ployes  asking  for  consideration 
of. the' question  of  the  length  of  sections 
to  be  worked  by  section  gangs  on  rail- 
ways, and  the  number  of  men  to  compose 
such  section  gangs,  came  up.  Messrs.  A. 
B.  Lowe,  President,  and  S.  J.  Pegg,  Secre- 
tary»  of  the  Brotherhood,  were  present 
to  press  the  claims  of  the  men  that  sec- 
tion gangs  as  constituted  had  too  much 
work  to  do  to  handle  safely.  The  Board 
decided,  however,  that  it  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion in  the- matter.  Judge  Mabee  remark- 
ing that  parliament  could  deal  with  it 
ihould  it  see  fit. 


The  consideration  of  the  question  of 
snow  cleaning  devices  on  locomotives  was 
reserved.  Representatives  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  Locomotive  Engineers  urged  that 
a  competent  man  should  be  placed  by  rail- 
way companies  in  snow  plows,  and  that 
such  an  employe  should  assume  equal  re- 
sponsibility with  the  engineer  of  the  train 
at  least  in  regard  to  signals.  This  ques- 
tion was  also  reserved,  as  was  also  that 
concerning  the  definition  of  C.  P.  R.  yard 
limits. 

The  above,  from  the  Ottatoa  Citizen, 
gives  the  result  of  the  application  made 
to  the  Board  through  the  Department  of 
Labor,  the  result  of  numerous  complaints 
made  to  President  Lowe  by  members  con- 
cerned, who  are  afltected  by  the  recent  un- 
due lengthening  of  sections  on  the  East- 
ern portion  of  the  C.  P.  R.  It  seems  to 
have  heen  a  direct  result  of  the  accept- 
ance of  the  award  recently  by  Mr.  Mc- 
NicoU,  and  in  the  judgment  of  those  in  a 
position  to  know,  will  render  travel  un- 
safe, especially  in  the  winter  and  spring 
months.  Chairman  Mabee's  comment 
that  *'it  is  for  Parliament  to  deal  with  it," 
probably  means  a  suggestion  for  Parlia- 
ment to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Com- 
mission so  that  they  could  take  a  hand 
in — ^more  as  to  this  later.  Meantime 
President  Lowe  wishes  to  thank  all  his 
correspondents  who  so  kindly  and  so 
promptly  answered  his  communication 
asking  for  information  regarding  the 
length  of  sections  and  help  on  their  sys- 
tenv  apd  their  judgment  as  to  what  a 
standard  section  should  be.  He  appre- 
ciales  very  much  the  promptness  and  full- 
ness of  the  replies  received,  and  is  satis- 
fled  that  while  the  result  of  the  applica- 
tion is  not  all  he  could  wish,  still  the  ap- 
plication and  the  conditions  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Board  of  Railway  Com- 
missioners and  the  public  cannot  have 
failed  in  doing  good. 
•<>• 

The  first  eight-hour  day  ever  granted  by 
a  railway  corporation  to  its  mechanical 
department  employes  was  conceded  by 
the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Railway  re- 
cently.— BridgemerCs  Magazine, 
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The  Fraternal  Spirit 

Shakespeare  said,  "Sweet  are  the  uses 
of  adversity/'  and  the  utterance  has  in  It 
more  of  truth  than  fiction. 

Feelings  of  sympathy  and  fellowship 
seem  natural  to  the  human  heart,  and 
these  give  rise  to  such  courses  of  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  the  laboring  classes 
of  our  land  as  may  properly  be  regarded 
as  growing  out  of  'The  Fraternal  Spirit." 

This  feeling  kinship,  of  oneness,  of  fra- 
ternal ism,  is  bom,  not  of  selfishness  and 
greed,  as  some  would  contend,  but  rather 
out  of  a  clear  and  full  understanding  of 
the  desires  and  longings,  the  joys  and  the 
heartaches  of  a  fellow  creature.  It  is 
this  fact  that  has  led  the  worklngman  to 
take  his  brother  by  the  hand,  and  by  joint 
effort  endeavor  to  improve  conditions  for 
all  alike;  to  ward  oft  the  specter  of  want 
and  misery;  to  be  able  to  lend  a  hand  in 
times  of  distress;  to  give  expression  to 
the  social  impulse  that  throbs  so  persistent- 
ly in  every  man's  heart  who  has  not  al- 
ready become  calloused  by  opulence  or  be- 
come subservient  to  a  so-called  superior 
code  of  ethics.  It  Is  this  fundamental, 
universal,  basic  feeling  of  sympathy  and 
fellowship,  we  contend,  that  forms  the 
groundwork,  or  excuse,  if  you  please,  for 
the  united  and  co-operative  activities  of 
labor  organizations. 

The  point  is  often  made  that  the  efforts 
put  forth  by  trade  unions  and  labor  or- 
ganizations are  merely  manifestations  of 
spite,  hatred,  or  jealousy  on  the  part  of 
the  employes — that  they  simply  wish  to 
take  away  something  from  someone  else 
and  appropriate  the  same  to  their  own 
use.  In  other  words,  that  these  associa- 
tions are  unfriendly  to  the  interests  of 
any  one  or  any  company  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  of  inequality  as  regards 
the  amount  that  each  may  have  which  he 
can  call  his  own. 

To  the  right  thinking  Individual  these 
unjust  and  shallow  insinuations  are  not 
only  insipid,  but  exasperating.  The  wage 
earner  has  but  little  margin  beyond  his 
earnings,  and  with  the  present  increased 
cost  of  living,  it  is  next  to  impossible  for 
him  to  lay  by  anything  for  a  rainy  day. 


He  is  compelled  to  forego  vacatloas  or 
recreations,  and  often  puts  forth  over- 
strained exertions  in  an  endeavor  to  bet- 
ter his  lot  in  life.  But  when  money  is 
saved  at  the  expense  of  health*  or  even 
culture  or  social  pastimes,  the  reaction  is 
a  distinct  loss  to  the  individual  himself. 
As  a  direct  result  of  these  facts  and  con- 
ditions, namely,  the  universal  fraternal 
spirit  and  the  common  economic  needs 
imposed  upon  wage-earners  as  a  whole, 
there  have  grown  up  in  the  industrial 
world  various  forms  of  unions  and  asso- 
ciations looking  primarily  toward  the 
amelioration  of  conditions  for  the  wage- 
earners. 

Among  the  activities  put  forth  for  tbeir 
protection  and  welfare  we  find  labor  or- 
ganizations grappling  with  the  problems 
that  are  at  once  admitted  to  be  of  world- 
wide Importance  and  full  of  vast  mean- 
ing in  the  evolution  of  man's  develop- 
ment. The  question,  for  instance,  of  the 
number  of  hours  that  a  man  Should  pnt 
In  at  certain  kinds  of  labor  is  one  that 
involves  more  than  simply  the  money  fact 
It  has  to  do  with  the  probable  effect  on  a 
man's  physical  and  mental,  yea,  ev^  his 
moral  welfare.  Can  a  man  afford  to  ex- 
haust his  energies  day  after  day,  to  stifle 
his  finer  social  instincts,  or  to  starve  his 
intellect — all  for,  perhaps,  a  mere  living 
wage?  Or,  on  the  other  hand,  are  th<) 
conditions  under  which  he  is  forced  to 
labor  such  as  to  conserve  his  health,  or 
are  they  a  menace  to  his  physfcal  safety? 
We  repeat,  that  it  is  in  an  endeavor  to 
solve  fairly  and  rightly  such  vital  and 
far-reaching  problems  as  these  that  kas 
led  the  working  man  to  enter  into  joM 
relations  with  his  fellows  in  a  combbied 
effort  to  improve  the  conditions  under 
which  he  is  to  spend  his  days. 

The  assumption  that  the  laboring 
classes  are  united  for  no  other  reason  thao 
to  menace  property  rights  of  others  or  to 
father  efforts  to  get  for  nothing  a  share 
of  some  one's  else  belongings  is  strik- 
ingly far  from  the  truth.  Labor  onions 
and  kindred  associations  are  primarily 
benevolent  in  their  purposes,  and  the 
thinking  public  is  becoming  more  a^d 
msore  convinced  of  this  fact  d«pite  the 
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attempts  of  corporate  powers  and  com- 
binations of  capital  to  discredit  the  truth 
and  minimize  their  usefulness.  There  is 
great  need  that  the  spirit  of  fratemalism 
be  more  carefully  fostered  than  ever  be- 
fore, that  the  interest  of  one  in  behalf  of 
the  other  be  more  strongly  cemented  in 
one  common  bond  of  helpfulness  and  good 
will  Through  such  altruistic  and  noble 
woi^  will  the  cause  of  labor  become  more 
and  more  the  foremost  question  in  the 
public  mind,  commanding  an  ever-increas- 
ing respect  from  legislators  and  states- 
men alike  and  ultimately  reaching  its  full 
fruition  in  an  equitable  and  just  consid- 
eration of  the  rights  of  th»  ^age-earners, 
no  matter  how  humble  his  station  in  life 
may  be. — United  Mine  Worker, 


What  the  L.  A.  to  the  O.  R,  T, 
Stands  For. 

The  conditions  and  the  environments  of 
the  railroad  telegrapher,  his  family  and 
those  dependent  upon  him  are  such  as 
to  make  manifest  the  necessity  for  a  con- 
centration of  the  forces  of  will-power,  the 
broadening  and  evolutionizing  of  thought 
—which  constitutes  true  womanhood,  and 
as  organization  is  brought  about  as  a  re- 
sult of  natural  law,  it  behooves  the  fam- 
ily and  those  dependent  upon  the  railroad 
telegrapher  to  educate  themselves  to  that 
standard  that  they  might  be  able  to  con- 
trol their  environments  so  that  they  might 
enjoy  their  inalienable  righU  to  "life, 
liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,"  and 
as  nature  can  only  bring  about  her  re- 
sults by  organization,  the  women  depend- 
ent upon  the  telegrapher  and  relatives 
thereof  did  place  themselves  in  touch  with 
the  tidal  wave  of  organization  and  banded 
themselves  under  one  banner,  having  for 
their  objects — 

To  give  all  moral  and  material  aid  in 
their  power  to  their  members  and  those 
upon  whom  they  are  dependent. 

To  care  for  the  sick,  assist  those  in  dis- 
tress, lend  sisterly  and  motherly  protec- 
tion to  the  young  of  the  craft. 

To  extend  all  reasonable  aid  in  organiz- 
ing the  unorganized  railroad  telegraphers 
and  assist  to  build  up  those  already  in 


the  Order,  and  the  binding  together  by 
fratemalism  the  families,  the  relatives 
and  those  upon  whom  they  are  dependent. 

To  unite  the  relatives  of  the  members 
of  the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers  in 
bonds  of  sympathy  and  friendship,  pro- 
vide social  entertainment  and  endeavor', 
where  possible,  to  make  the  meeting  of 
both  the  Grand,  Local  and  System  Divis- 
ions of  the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraph- 
ers more  attractive  socially. 

Therefore,  the  wives,  mothers,  daugh- 
ters and  sisters  of  the  railroad  teleg- 
rapher deemed  the  time  opportune  for 
such  an  organization  and  organized  them- 
selves into  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  to  the 
Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers  in  May, 
1909,  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  for  two  years 
this  organization  has  been  growing,  not 
only  in  membership,  but  in  actual  work 
accomplished. 

There  is  a  marked  change  in  opinion  as 
to  the  place  of  woman,  and  the  sphere 
she  is  actually  meant  to  fill,  but  her  facul- 
ties are  being  developed,  she  is  now  a  per- 
son as  well  as  a  female,  filling  an  eco- 
nomic relation  In  society,  she  Is  now  wel- 
comed and  accepted  as  a  human  creature, 
and  is  not  compelled  to  marry  the  wrong 
man  for  hier  bread  and  butter.  She  is 
now  in  truth  a  helpmeet  in  the  home. 
She  no  longer  sells  herself,  her  life,  her 
soul  for  a  livelihood,  she  is  now  an  inde- 
pendent creature  and  an  economic  value 
to  the  business  and  commercial  world, 
whether  she  is  connected  with  a  business 
institution  or  at  the  helm  of  the  home. 
Marriage  is  not  now  the  price  of  the  Hh- 
erty  of  woman,  but  is  on  the  other  hand 
the  opening  up  of  an  avenue  to  assist 
truly  in  the  uplift  of  the  human  family, 
and  to  make  the  world  grow  better.  For 
this  reason,  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  will  b# 
a  chain  which  shall  bind  the  membership 
of  our  craft  one  with  another  Instead  of 
casting  them  asunder. 

It  has  been  truthfully  said,  "That  the 
hand  that  rocks  the  cradle  rules  the 
world."  From  the  mother's-  knee  the  boy 
springs  with  the  seeds  of  his  future  im- 
bedded within  his  Innermost  soul  and 
nature,  from  whence  he  derives  all  his 
thoughts  and  ideas,  from  whence  he  learns 
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all  his  principles,  and  the  foundation  of 
truth  which  seemed  to  be  bound  about 
his  very  soul,  was  builded  while  he  was 
at  his  mother's  knee,  under  her  sweet 
influence  and  guidance. 

His  mother  first  planted  there  the 
seeds  from  which  sprang  all  that  is  found 
within  that  is  good.  The  father,  it  is 
true,  sets  by  example,  word  and  deed  the 
lines  which  are  followed  to  a  great  meas- 
ure by  that  boy  in  after  life,  but  it  is  the 
mother  who  implants  in  that  boy  those 
refining  and  ennobling  graces  jyhich 
makes  him  what  he  is  and  no  man  living, 
who  ever  had  a  mother,  will  say  anything 
but  that  his  mother  made  the  better  side 
of  him. 

If  all  this  be  true,  and  this  statement 
is  seldom  denied,  is  it  not  the  duty  of 
€very  union  man  and  every  union  woman 
to  implant  within  that  child  seeds  of 
unionism?  Our  union  men  and  women 
now  spring  full  grown  from  the  lap  of 
oppression  and  the  knee  of  misery.  Un- 
ionists are  not  reared  in  unionism,  but 
are  forced  there  by  environment  and  dire 
necessity.  Is  there  any  reason  why  this 
union  education  and  the  principles  of 
unionism  should  not  be  implanted  within 
the  soul  of  that  boy  by  his  mother  while 
he  is  at  her  knee?  Would  he  not  grow 
up  to  be  a  better  union  man,  a  more  de- 
vout man  to  the  cause  and  a  better  work- 
man? True.  Then,  if  this  is  to  be  done, 
the  mothers  of  our  land,  the  sisters  of 
our  country,  the  wives  of  our  union  men, 
must  all  be  educated  along  union  lines 
and  must  be  given  a  working  interest  in 
the  movement  for  the  uplift  of  the  masses 
and  their  betterment.  How  shall  this 
better  be  accomplished  than  by  the  or- 
ganization of  these  noble  women  into  aux- 
ilarles,  where  the  subjects  of  vital  inter- 
est to  the  workers  shall  be  discussed  and 
where  the  subject  of  the  "raising  of  our 
future  union  men"  shall  be  thoroughly 
studied  as  well  as  the  perplexities  which 
cast  their  shadows  before  us  by  these 
mothers  of  yesterday,  today  and  tomor- 
row? Where  the  wives  of  union  men  will 
bind  themselves  together  and  prepare 
ways  and  means  toward  assisting  and 
•oUdifylng  the  membership,  where  these 


women  at  the  helm  of  the  homes  of  our 
telegraphers  will  come  together  with  a 
common  thought  to  discuss  questions 
which  are  peculiar  to  the  homes  of  tbe 
telegraphers  and  the  environment  which 
the  business  naturally  throws  them. 
Where  the  sisters  will  discuss  plans  to 
strengthen  their  brothers  in  the  princi- 
ples of  unionism.  The  binding  of  these 
women  together  and  the  educating  of  these 
women  along  trade  union  lines  will  make 
the  union  a  household  work.  It  will  he- 
come  a  moral  necessity.  Where  not  only 
the  breadwinners  of  the  family,  but  the 
entire  family  will  be  unionists  and  the 
entire  family  will  be  devoted  to  the  more- 
ment;  where  the  little  children  will  be 
brought  up  In  the  nurture  and  admoni- 
tion of  the  labor  movement;  where  the 
men  and  women  unionists  of  tomorrow 
will  be  moulded  In  the  home  circle  at  the 
mother's  knee,  so  that  they  will  be  pre^ 
pared  for  the  coming  questions  of  the 
future  and  be  not  wavering  nor  dilatory 
about  taking  of  their  cross  of  labor,  bear- 
ing it  and  defending  it. 

The  union  man  and  the  union  woman, 
the  breadwinners  of  the  nation,  must 
spring  full  grown  Into  the  questions  and 
problems  which  confront  the  average 
worker  because  his  mother,  his  wife  or 
his  sister  was  not  educated  along  trade 
union  lines,  and  therefore  if  a  man  or  a 
woman  becomes  a  unionist,  he  must  be- 
come one  in  after  life.  While,  if  the 
mother  of  that  boy  or  that  girl  had  been 
a  worker  In  the  auxiliary  of  the  union, 
she  would  have  naturally  brought  that 
boy  or  girl  up  under  the  influence  of  a 
union  mother,  a  union  home,  and  there 
fore,  the  very  foundation  of  that  life 
would  be  unionism. 

These  auxllarles  will  also  deal  out  sym- 
pathy, help  in  the  time  of  need,  kindness, 
gentle  judgment,  refining  influences,  en- 
couraging smiles,  friendly  pressures  of 
weary  hands,  advice  to  the  young,  moth- 
ers for  our  wayward  boys  away  from 
a.ome,  sisterly  affections,  making  homes 
for  the  outcast,  assisting  with  ways  and 
means  toward  getting  up  finances  for  be- 
nevolent work  which  will  dispense  with 
many  a  crying  need^  They  will  form  a 
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bnlwark  behind  our  men  when  a  demand 
is  made  for  better  conditions.  When  trou- 
ble comes  and  men  must  leave  their  posi- 
tions for  the  sake  of  the  principles  es- 
poused by  the  membership  of  the  Or- 
der, their  families  bound  by  a  common 
tie  shall  form  a  bulwark  behind  them 
which  no  force  can  break.  All  these  many 
virtues  of  womanhood  will  be  brought  out 
and  manifested  in  material  work  for  thd 
betterment  and  the  uplift  of  the  craft  and 
their  families.  Unionism  will  be  taught 
Religiously  by  our  women  and  the  air 
of  unionism  will  not  only  pervade  the 
offices  and  the  workshops  of  our  land, 
but  the  homes  of  our  nation  will  be  al- 
tars devoted  to  the  movement. 

We  cannot  expect  unionists  to  spring 
full  grown  into  the  laboring  ranks,  as  did 
Athene  in  mythological  history,  who 
sprang  full  grown  from  the  forehead  of 
Zeus,  the  goddess  of  wisdom  and  domes- 
tic arts.  It  is  true  these  children  are 
reared  by  the  mother  in  the  home,  who 
is  in  truth  the  modern  Athene,  the  god- 
dess of  wisdom  and  domestic  arts.  These 
children  can  be  reared  unionists,  but  it  is 
dangerous  to  leave  these  children  to 
spring  into  the  ranks  of  labor,  full-grown, 
for  fear  that  their  lack  of  early  training 
in  unionism  will  show  itself  early  in 
their  life  and  they  be  numbered  with 
those  who  forget  manhood,  brotherhood  or 
fraternalism.  The  binding  of  our  women 
together  will  accomplish  this  end,  and 
win  mould  for  the  next  generation  men 
and  women  who  are  union  born  and 
reared. 

I  would  like  to  see  every  delegate  to 
this  convention  and  every  trade  unionist 
under  the  sound  of  my  voice  (it  matters 
not  what  his  trade)  to  go  home  deter- 
mined that  he  will  assist  the  Woman's 
Auxiliaries  to  all  unions  (not  only  that 
of  the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers), 
help  to  build  them  up  and  strengthen 
them  and  help  to  educate  the  women  of 
their  vital  interests  in  the  movement. 
The  wife,  who  has  to  skimp  and  econo- 
mize in  the  actual  necessities  of  the 
household  on  account  of  low  wages  or  has 
to  remain  at  home  alone  while  the  hus- 
band works  long  hours  (so  long  that  the 


children  don't  know  who  he  is)  has  as 
much  or  more  interest  at  stake  than  does 
the  woman  actually  out  in  fhe  whirlpool 
of  industrialism. 

Bind  our  mothers,  our  wives,  our  fami- 
lies into  one  common  bond  which  shall 
say  to  the  men  at  the  front  in  the  battle 
for  a  livelihood: 

Stand  by  your  manhood! 

We  sink  or  rise  with  you. 
Not  upon  our  tented  fields 

Are  freedom's   heroes  bred  alone, 
The  trainihg  of  the  workshop  and   the 
office  yields 
More  heroes  true  than  war  has  known. 

»o» 

What  Labor  Does. 

Labor  sows,  but  others  reap. 

Labor  creates  capital,  but  has  none. 

Labor  gamers  the  grain,  but  eats  the 
chaft. 

Labor  weaves  fine  vestments,  but  is 
clothed  in  rags. 

I^bor  manufacturers  guns,  and  is  shot 
down  with  them. 

Labor  elects  representatives,  but  has  no 
representation. 

Labor  builds  palace  trains  and  automo- 
biles, but  walks. 

lAbor  has  the  ballot,  but  doesnt  know 
how  to  use  it 

Labor  manufactures  pianos,  and  plays 
the  3ews-harp. 

Labor  makes  books  and  libraries,  but 
reads  penny  newspapers. 

Labor  builds  labor-saving  machines,  but 
labors  harder  than  ever. 

Labor  builds  schools  and  universities, 
but  remains  in  ignorance. 

Labor  digs  coal  from  the  bowels  of  the 
•arth,  but  shivers  with  the  cold. 

Labor  makes  furniture,  but  eats  a  cold 
meal  out  of  the  "cool  dinner  pail." 

Labor  builds  streets  and  public  high- 
ways, but  is  not  allowed  free  assemblage 
upon  them. 

Labor  digs  diamonds  and  precious  met- 
als from  the  earth,  but  wears  glass  beads 
and  brass  Jewelry. 

Labor  has  brains,  ability  and  the  power 
to  remedy  and  change  all  this  V"*  "" 
afraid  of  its  power.—/.  C.  Zaenglem. 
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Solving  the  Labor  Question. 

Shall  we  abolish  the  labor  union,  hop- 
ing thus  to  solTe  the  labor  questionr  Com- 
mon sense  and  practical  experience  say 
na  The  trades  union  has  become  a  fix- 
ture in  our  industrial  life.  It  has  come 
to  stay.  It  is  simply  a  question  as  to 
whether  it  will  be  a  good  unionism  or  a 
bad  unionism.  If,  in  various  ways,  good 
workingmen  are  to  be  deprived  of  their 
membership  in  the  trades  union,  it  will 
result  in  a  bad  unionism,  because  the  un- 
scrupulous will  thus  be  left  in  control. 
But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  best  em- 
ployes are  encouraged  to  identify  them- 
selves with  this  movement,  it  will  result 
in  a  good  unionism.  It  would  seem  to  be 
the  part  of  wisdom,  then,  to  develop  and 
not  to  attempt  to  destroy  the  trades 
union. 

Furthermore,  those  who  seek  to  de- 
stroy the  trades  union,  hoping  that  there- 
by they  will  solve  the  labor  question,  for- 
get that  trades  unionism  is  not  the  labor 
question.  It  is  simply  one  of  the  expres- 
sions of  the  labor  movement.  It  is  not 
the  cause  of  Industrial  agitation  but  the 
outcome  of  it.  If  every  labor  union 
were  to  be  wiped  out  today,  the  labor 
question  would  still  be  with  us,  and  prob- 
ably in  a  more  aggravated  form.  The 
trades  union  will  not  be  destroyed  until 
something  better  takes  its  place,  and  the 
better  system  will  come  as  a  further  re- 
sult of  the  evolution  which  produced  the 
trades  union. 

It  is  supposed  by  some  that  socialism 
will  eventually  supersede  trades  union- 
ism. It  is  altogether  likely  that  social- 
ism will  play  a  prominent  part  in  the 
world's  industrial  drama,  but  socialists 
must  not  flatter  themselves  that  because 
a  change  in  our  economic  system  is  prob- 
able, therefore  socialism  must  necessarily 
become  the  prevailing  system.  In  the 
end  there  will  be  not  one  answer  to  the 
social  question  but  many,  but  they  will 
all  agree  in  this:  all  of  them  will  be  relig- 
ious. The  social  question  is  fundament- 
ally a  moral  and  a  religious  problem. 
It  will  never  be  settled  upon  any  other 
basis.    Because  this  la  true,  the  church 


will  have  an  important  part  in  its  solu- 
tion. The  church  must  have  a  clear 
message  with  reference  to  the  principles 
involved.  The  preacher  need  not  discuss 
social  theories,  but  he  must  present  in 
the  spirit  of  the  prophet  the  supreme 
laws  of  love  and  justice  and  service,  and 
apply  them  to  present  day  questions.  He 
should  speak  with  no  uncertain  sound 
concerning  the  evils  of  child  labor,  of  the 
unsanitary  conditions  in  sweat  shop  and 
home,  of  the  curse  of  Sunday  labor  and 
everything  else  that  is  preventing  the 
masses  from  living  the  abundant  life 
which  Christ  come  into  the  world  to 
give  them. — Locomotive  Engineers*  Month- 
ly Journal, 

»0'» 

The     Telephone     in     Emergency     and 
Wreck  Service. 

The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  6  Western 
R.  R.,  besides  being  fully  equipped  for 
telephone  train  dispatching  with  the 
United  States  Electric  Co.'s  Gill  selective 
system,  has  also  in  service  the  portable 
test  sets  for  the  use  of  its  linemen,  with 
the  extension  pole,  whereby  telephone 
communication  may  be  secured  at  any 
point  on  the  line.  Two  recent  incidents 
are  cited  by  the  United  States  Electric 
Co.  to  illustrate  the  value  of  the  emer- 
gency service  of  the  telephone.  The  ex 
perience  in  this  line  is  that  the  time 
saved  by  the  telephone  as  compared  with 
the  telegraph  in  clearing  wrecks  is  con- 
siderable and  is  appreciated,  althoo^  it 
may  be  difficult  to  state  it  in  figures. 

One  afternoon  recently  one  of  the  line- 
men was  riding  on  a  freight  train  on 
the  mountain  section,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  west  of  a  station,  when  a  truck  under 
one  of  the  cars  broke,  and  the  momentum 
of  the  train  scattered  six  cars,  blocking 
two  of  the  three  tracks.  An  east-boun5 
fast  passenger  train  was  nearly  due,  and 
several  manifest  trains  were  about  to  take 
the  slow  track,  which  alone  remained 
open.  The  lineman  Immediately  notified 
the  dispatcher  with  his  portable  set.  with 
the  result  that  the  manifests  were  de- 
tained long  enough  to  detour  the  f&st  pas- 
senger train,  and  the  slow  track  waa  held 
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open  until  the  wrecker  had  got  alongside 
the  spill  and  cleared  one  of  the  fast 
tracks.  The  superintendent  estimated  that 
the  lineman's  prompt  action  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  situation  hy  telephone  had 
saved  60  per  cent  of  the  time  required 
to  clear  the  track  if  traffic  had  been  per- 
mitted to  become  congested. 

In  another  instance  an  en^ne  broke  a 
main  rod  at  a  point  three  miles  from  the 
nearest  station.  With  the  portable  tele- 
phone set  the  dispatcher  was  communi- 
cated with,  who  provided  an  engine  from 
a  freight  train  laid  up  at  the  first  station 
ahead.  If  the  portable  telephone  set  had 
not  been  available  on  the  train,  the  time 
lost  would  have  been  equivalent  to  that 
consumed  in  walking  the  three  miles. 

With  the  portable  telephone  sets  in  the 
hands  of  men  on  ,the  trainer,  the  dis- 
patcher, in  the  event  of  an  accident,  is 
enabled  to  talk  with  the  man  who  knows 
all  the  facts  in  the  case.  6ven  if  the  man 
on  the  ground,  by  reason  of  the  excite* 
ment  incident  to  the  emergency  overlooks 
some  details  or  assigns  to  them  minor  im- 
portance, the  dispatcher,  having  the  great- 
er experience,  may,  by  his  questions,  elicit 
in  conversation  over  the  line  a  detailed 
account  of  the  situation  which  will  serve 
as  a  basis  for  his  action.  He  will  know 
whether  to  approach  the  wreck  with  th« 
crane  ahead  or  behind  the  engine,  and 
whether  the  wrecked  cars  may  be 
dumped  oft  the  right-of-way  at  the  point 
of  the  accident  or  will  have  to  be  dragged 
to  some  distant  point.  It  is  thus  possible, 
with  apparatus  now  available,  to  place 
train  crews  in  quick  communication  with 
the  dispatcher  in  the  event  of  any  acci- 
dent or  emergency  affecting  normal  train 
movements,  irrespective  of  the  location  of 
the  nearest  permanent  telephone  station. 
— Railway  and  Engineering  Review, 


Things  to  Remember. 

Pay  your  dues  promptly  and  there  will 
never  be  any  question  about  your  stand- 
ing. 

Help  your  officers  and  they  will  recipro- 
cate and  help  you. 


The  Maintenance  of  Railway  Tracks. 

A  careful  analysis  of  the  causes  of  rail- 
way disasters  would  show  that  a  consid- 
erable proportion  of  them  are  due  to  the 
failure  of  the  tracks  to  resist  the  immense 
strain  to  which  they  are  subjected  from 
rapidly  moving  passenger  trains.  Instead 
of  these  appalling  accidents  being  cause 
for  surprise,  the  wonder  is  that  there  are 
so  few  of  them.  The  essential  elements 
of  the  railway  track  are  the  wooden  ties 
resting  crosswise  on  a  bed  of  gravel,  the 
rails  laid  across  these  ties,  the  spikes  by 
which  the  rails  are  fastened  to  the  ties, 
and  the  fishplates  by  which  they  are  fast- 
ened at  the  ends  to  one  another.  This 
method  of  construction  is  very  simple,  but 
a  track  so  put  together  is  only  as  strong 
as  its  weakest  element  Wood  undergoes 
decay,  spikes  work  loose,  and  bolts  suffer 
deterioration  through  the  effects  of  weath- 
er and  of  heavy  suain. 

The  safety  of  running  trains  depends 
on  the  efficiency  of  the  maintenance  operar 
tives.  The  system  generally  in  vogue  in 
America  is  to  put  short  sections  of  the 
railway  under  the  care  of  small  gangs  of 
men  working  under  the  direction  of  fore- 
men. It  is  quite  obvious  to  all  who  have 
looked  into  the  matter  that  these  work- 
men are  not  all  of  a  high  type.  The  fore- 
men are  no  doubt  carefully  selected  on  the 
ground  of  long  experience  and  tested  ef- 
ficiency, but  there  is  no  guarantee  at  pres- 
ent that  each  gang  is,  as  a  whole,  made 
up  of  men  who  are  all  trustworthy.  It 
has  been  announced  by  the  Canadian  Pi^ 
cific  Railway  management  that  this  meth- 
od of  keeping  up  railway  tracks  is  to  be 
modified  by  the  appointment  of  supervis- 
ors, who  will,  no  doubt,  be  the  most  efll- 
cient  procurable.  Any  change  that  is 
within  reasonable  limits  as  to  cost  should 
be  profitable  to  the  railway  companies, 
which  have  annually  to  meet  heavy  losses 
caused  by  damage  to  the  tracks  and  roll- 
ing stock,  to  say  nothing  of  payments  on 
account  of  loss  of  life. 

The  best  way  to  reduce  danger  and  loss 
to  a  minimum,  so  far  as  that  may  be  ac- 
complished by  increasing  theHBfficiencjsr  of 
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the  railway  tracks,  must  always  be  a 
matter  for  highly  trained  experts  to  de^ 
termine;  the  interests  of  the  general  pub- 
lie  in  the  matter  is  that  a  mere  desire 
to  save  money  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
imperil  the  safety  of  the  passengers.  No 
doubt  the  Canadian  Pacific  Company's  pro- 
posal, whatever  its  details  may  be,  will 
be  closely  investigated  before  it  is  made 
practically  operative,  and  other  com- 
pani^  will  watch  the  experiment  for 
some  time  before  adopting  the  same  or  a 
similar  new  departure. — Toronto  Olohe. 

Economic  DeterminitnL 

Does  it  pay?  This  is  always  the  first 
question  asked  by  the  capitalist  when  the 
subject  of  better  sanitary  conditions  in 
shops,  safety  devices  and  other  methods 
for  improving  the  condition  of  the  enoh 
ployes  is  broached.    * 

It  does  pay  to  be  good  to  the  employes. 
Careful  observation  and  scientific  tests 
have  shown  that  much  more  labor  can  be 
gotten  out  of  men  and  women  who  work 
io  well- ventilated  sanitary  shops. 

So  there  has  been  great  improvement  in 
the  physical  conditions  of  modern  shops 
and  factories.  This  is  also  true  of  the 
standard  of  living  of  the  working  class 
of  today.  The  achievements  of  civiliza- 
tion are  so  great  that  the  working  class 
is  also  getting  a  part  of  them. 

3ut  they  should  get  more.  Every  hu- 
man being  should  share  equally  in  the  un- 
limited resources  of  nature  and  the 
achievements  of  the  race.  Everyone 
should  have  the  ppportunity  to  use  what- 
ever talents  he  n^ay  possess  to  their  fullest 
extent  and  to  the,  best  advantage. 
.  It  is  the  function  of  society  to  supply 
these  opportunities.  That  is  the  purpose 
o(  the  modem— :the  democratic — state.  In- 
sofar as  it  falls  to  do  this  it  is  defective 
and  impotent.  It  hearkens  back  to  the 
old  world  idea  that  the  state  exists  for  the 
benefit  of  the  few  and  the  exploitation  of 
the  many. 

**I  am  the  state!"  exclaimed  Louis  XIV. 
That  is  the  old  Idea — the  idea  of  the  aris- 
tocrat, the  plutocrat,  the  millionaire. 

The  modern  state — our  own  republic-^ 


is  essentially  social  and  democratic.  It  is 
on  the  highway  to  Socialism.  Our  fore- 
fathers builded  better  than  they  knew. 
The  ballot,  in  the  hands  of  all  men,  with- 
out property  limitation,  enables  the  peo- 
ple to  remodel  society  and  to  change  class 
legislation  into  mass  legislation. 

Economic  forces  are  driving  us  into 
Socialism.  With  each  increase  of  effi- 
ciency; with  every  invention  of  labor- 
saving  machinery;  with  every  improve- 
ment in  industrial  organization,  men  and 
women  are  thrown  out  of  employment 
What  are  these  to  do?  There  is  but  one 
answer:  Inaugurate  the  cooperative 
commonwealth.— Cfticoffo  Daily  Socialist. 

M>* 

Splendid  Agreement  Reached. 

Washington,  June  15 — (A.  F.  of  L. 
Special  News  Service.) — Organizer  Hugb 
BYayne  reports  that  he  has  been  success- 
ful, with  a  committee  of  business  agents, 
in  signing  an  agreement  with  the  Scran- 
ton  Electric  Light  Company  at  Scranton, 
Pa.,  for  the  erection  of  a  million-dollar 
plant.  The  agreement  provides  for  the 
employment  of  all  union  men,  Indndlng 
all  excavating.  Another  agreement  was 
reached  at  Scranton  between  organized 
labor  and  a  large  restaurant  company  to 
employ  hereafter  only  members  of  the 
Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employes,  and  also 
union  musicians.  This  latter  company 
is  also  doing  a  large  amount  of  construc- 
tion work  and  have  also  agreed  that  this 
shall  be  done  by  union  men  as  well.— 
Journal  of  Labor, 

*<y 

.Cohiproniiae  for  Soudiem  Firemen. 

Washington,  D.  C. — An  amicable  ad- 
justment of  the  differences  between  the 
Southern  Railway  and  Its  firemen  and 
hostlers,  which  at  one  time  threatened  to 
result  In  a  general  strike,  was  announced 
by  Dr.  Charles  P.  NelU,  commissioner  of 
labor,  one  of  the  Government  mediators. 
The  firemen  will  receive  a  10  per  cent 
Increase  In  salary. — lotoa  City  Trades 
Journal. 


-»o^ 


Utica    (N.   Y.)    carpenters  secured  In- 
crease of  5  cents   per  hour. 
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Canadian  Land  Grants. 

When  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  ob- 
tained its  charter  In  1873.  it  received,  in 
addition  to  162,000,000  in  cash  and  con- 
struction. 26  million  acres  of  land.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  company  has  realized 
1100.000.000  by  land  sales  up  to  date,  and 
sUll  holds  13  million  acres  which  are 
valued  at  1150,000,000.  The  average  price 
per  acre  in  1896  was  |3,  which  in  1909 
had  risen  to  |13  per  acre.  The  Canadian 
Northern  Railway,  and  its  allies,  has  re- 
eelved  over  five  million  acres  in  public 
land  grants  from  various  sources. 

According  to  an  eastern  paper,  the 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific  is  starting  in  with 
a  vim.  A  subsidiary  company  has  been 
formed  which  is  known  as  the  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific  Development  Company,  with 
a  capital  of  11,000.  This  company  owns 
81  town  Bites,  making  a  total  area  of  78,. 
640  acres,  and  a  three-quarter  interest  in 
the  Prince  Rupert  townsite.  Mr.  C.  M. 
Hayes  is  one  of  the  five  shareholders  in 
this  company,  each  of  whom  owns  two 
shares  of  |100  each.  The  enormous 
amount  of  money  they  will  make  out  of 
this  can  be  better  Imagined  than  de- 
scribed. 

The  Hudson  Bay  Company  realized  |1,- 
608,953  from  its  land  sales  in  twelve 
years— 1898  to  1909— and  it  still  has  on 
hand  some  5.500,000  acres  of  the  most 
fertile  land  in  this  country.  This  com- 
pany paid  a  dividend  of  42  1-2  per  cent  in 
1908.  and  30  per  cent  in  1909. 

Again  we  note  the  increase  in  the  value 
per  acre  of,  land  sold. 

In  1898  the  average  price  was  |4  per 
acre,  and  in  1909  the  price  was  |11  per 
acre. 

Is  it  any  cause  for  wonder  that  the  di- 
rectors of  the  company  in  their  report  to 
the  shareholders  announced  that  their 
policy  in  the  future  would  be  to  hold  the 
land  for  higher  prices? 

Jefferson  Levy,  one  of  the  largest  share- 
holders in  the  H.  B.  C,  estimated  that 
the  company's  holdings  in  the  city  of 
Edmonton  are  worth  116.000,000. 

In  addition  to  these  notorious  corpora- 
tions, there  are  many  other  companies 


and  individuals  speculating  In  Canadian 
land.  Coal  land,  oil  land,  timber  land, 
agricultural  land,  and  city  land,  all  are 
the  Intimate  prey  of  the  speculator. 

With  these  many  and  various  parasiti- 
cal interests  draining  away  the  wealth 
of  the  nation,  the  cost  of  living  is  un- 
naturally high.  Rent  and  taxes  are  the 
cause  of  the  high  cost  of  living. — The 
Public, 

»o^ 

Develop  a  Proper  Lodge  Spirit 

One  man  or  a  few  men  cannot  make  a 
lodge.  A  lodge  without  a  membership  who 
are  vitally  interested  in  its  welfare  and 
progress  is  merely  the  shell  without  the 
substance. 

The  lodgeroom  is  the  heart  of  the 
Brotherhood,  acd  when  the  heart  atrophies 
the  whole  structure  collapses. 

Without  the  lodgeroom  the  order  loses 
its  fraternity,  its  brotherhood,  its  charity, 
its  fellowship  and  all  of  those  things 
which  go  into  the  factor  called  frater- 
nity. 

The  lodgeroom  vitalizes  our  organiza- 
tion. It  is  the  sole  factor  which  differen- 
tiates us  from  other  purely  cold-blooded 
business  propositions.  Let  the  lodgeroom 
die  and  we  degenerate  into  a  hard  and 
fast,  unsympathetic,  unfraternal  business 
organization. 

The  lodgeroom  is  the  eye  which  sees 
the  fall  of  the  stricken  brother;  it  is  the 
hand  that  reaches  out  and  grasps  that  of 
a  brother  in  distress;  it  is  the  heart  that 
throbs  in  sympathy  when  the  clouds  of 
trouble  and  disaster  come  to  its  mem- 
bership. 

In  brief,  the  lodgeroom  is  the  soul  of 
fraternity.  It  is  here  from  which  all  of 
its  humanizing  and  tender  attributes 
emanate.  And  we  can  kill  it  by  abuse  and 
neglect. 

And  then  when  it  is  dead  the  cry  is 
heard  that  fraternity  it  no  more— that  we 
have  sacrificed  fraternity  on  the  altar 
of  business. 

But  this  is  not  trie.  Fraternity  is  a 
reflex  of  the  fraternity  In  the  member- 
ship. Keep  up  your  lodgeroom.  attend 
your  meetings,  take  an  active  part  in  the 
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work  in  which  we  are  engaged  and  yon 
will  find  the  spirit  of  fraternity  stealing 
over  your  meetings  with  the  fragrance  of 
a  benediction.— AoiHiHiy  Oarmen*$  Jour- 
nal, 


»o> 

The  Honest  Grocer. 

I  visited  the  grocer's  store  and  met  the 
owner  at  the  door,  and  said:  "Say,  Bir. 
Wheeze,  I  wish  you'd  tell  me,  straight 
and  true,  without  evasion,  whether  you 
have  k^t  some  first-class  cheese?"  With 
great  distress  the  grocer  shrunk,  and 
cried:  "The  cheese  we  have  is  punk,  it 
fairly  makes  me  cry;  it's  bilious  in  iU 
tint,  and  coarse;  I  wouldn't  feed  it  to  a 
horse;  go  somewhere  else  and  buy.  Of 
course,"  the  grocer  said,  "I  must  confess 
I'd  like  to  get  your  dust,  and  hold  your 
trade,  forsooth;  but  when  you  ask  me  if 
any  cheese  is  first  rate  goods  and  bound 
to  please,  I  have  to  tell  the  truth."  I 
clasped  that  grocer  to  my  breast,  and 
nearly  squashed  him  on  my  vest,  and 
wiped  away  his  tears.  "You'll  have  my 
trade,"  I  gaily  cried,  "and  that  of  all 
my  friends  besides,  for  forty  thousand 
years."  And  then  I  went  into  his  store, 
and  bought  a  ton  of  flour  or  more,  and 
mackerel  in  kegs,  and  canned  tobacco, 
beans  and  peas,  and  axle  grease  and  whif- 
fletrees,  and  codfish,  prunes  and  eggs.  It 
took  the  largest  village  dray  to  haul  my 
purchases  away,  and  every  time  I  pass  I 
drop  into  that  grocer's  store  and  clasp 
him  to  my  breast  some  more,  and  buy 
some  garden  sass. — Wait  Mason, 

A  New  Gould  Story. 

(ieorge  Gould  was  making  one  of  his 
last  trips  as  president  of  the  Missouri 
Pacific.  His  private  car  was  laid  out  on 
a  siding  for  some  reason  or  other,  and 
he  got  out  to  stretch  his  legs.  An  ola 
Irishman  was  tapping  the  wheels.  Gould 
went  up  to  him. 

"Morning.  How  do  you  like  the 
wheels?" 

"Not  worth  a  dam,"  said  the  Irishman. 

••Well,  how  do  you  like  the  car?" 

••It's  good  enough  for  the  wheels." 


-What  do  yov:  think  of  the  roadr 

•'It  matches  the  car." 

Gould  looked  at  the  old  chap  for  a 
minute. 

"Maybe  you  don't  know  who  I  am?" 

"Yes,  I  do,"  retorted  the  Irishman.  "Yob 
are  Qeorge  Gtould,  and  I  knew  your  father 
when  he  was  president  of  the  road.  And, 
by  gob,  he's  going  to  be  president  of  It 
again!" 

"Why,  my  father  is  dead,"  said  Mr 
Gould. 

•1  know  that,"   replied  the  Irishmin, 
"and  the  road  is  going  to  hell." 
»o> 


The  Pall  Guy. 

I  am  the  blithe  and  cheerful  skate  who 
always  has  to  pay  the  freight  I  labor  in 
the  heat  and  dirt  and  wear  a  faded  flan 
nel  shirt,  and  eat  my  dinners  from  a  pall, 
and  pick  my  molars  with  a  nail,  and  use 
my  whiskers,  if  I'd  brush  from  off  tp7 
chin  the  com  meal  mush.  And  well  dveesr 
ed  sports  come  up^  and  say  "Wie  GhetB. 
my  worthy  friend,  good  day.  We  run 
for  office  and  we  hope  that  you  will  heark 
en  to  our  dope  and  help  elect  us  on  the 
day  when  all  the  voters  put  up  hay.  And 
If  we  win,  we'll  lift  the  tax  that's  bur- 
dening the  workers'  backo.  It  is  our 
sweetest  hope  and  dream  to  fill  with  mmce 
pie  and  ice  cream,  and  codfish  balls  ana 
trickled  whale,  the  laborer's  tin  dinner 
pail.  Oh,  sturdy  toiler,  vote  for  us,  and 
we  will  raise  the  blamest  fuss,  and  put 
up  forty  kinds  of  figbts,  until  we've  got 
you  all  your  rights."  I've  listened  to  tliis 
sort  of  bunk;  they've  loaded  me  with 
fairy  punk  year  after  year  since  I  wai 
young.  What  worklngman  has  not  been 
stung?  I've  voted  for  so  many  guys,  who 
promised  that  they'd  help  me  rise  tD 
heights  of  affluence  and  ease.  Just.P»« 
my  dinner  bucket,  please.  See  what's  y» 
side — a  naked  bone,  some  liver  and  a 
slab  of  pone.— WaZJ  Mason, 

U-«Om» 


Portsmouth  (O.)  carpenters  get  ralsa 
of  50  cent3  per  day.  Painters  secured  suns 
increase,  and  Sheet  Metal  Workers  ss- 
cured  25  cents  per  daz^increase. 
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Cold  Storage. 

A  long  step  in  advance  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  health  of  the  people  was  taken 
by  the  New  York  Legislature  when  it 
jNissed  the  Brennan  hill,  regulating  cold 
storage.  That  this  business  has  been  sub- 
ject to  serious  abuses  recent  inyestiga- 
lions  have  fully  demonstrated,  as  adyan- 
tage  has  been  taken  of  it  to  successfully 
maintain  exorbitant  prices  for  foodstuffs, 
and  in  some  instances  food  has  been  kept 
so  long  in  storage  as  to  be  dangerous  to 
health  when  placed  on  sale. 

As  amended  by  the  Senate  after  passing 
the  Assembly,  the  bill  gives  the  commis- 
sioner of  health  jurisdiction  over  cold 
storage  plants,  and  requires  them  to  re- 
port in  January,  May  and  September  the 
quantity  of  food  in  storage.  Only  food 
that  is  in  good  condition  shall  be  re- 
ceived for  storage  at  any  time,  and  the 
date  of  its  reception  must  be  placed 
npon  it. 

No  transfers  of  food  from  one  storage 
plant  to  another  are  permitted,  and  when 
once  taken  out  of  storage  it  cannot  be 
returned. 

The  date  of  removjal  must  also  be 
stamped  upon  the  article,  and  cold  stor- 
age food  must  be  sold  as  such,  so  that 
purchasers  cannot  be  misled  regarding  it, 
this  latter  provision  being  the  best  fea- 
ture of  th«  entire  bill. 

All  foods  excepting  nuts,  fruits,  cheese 
and  vegetables  come  within  the  scope  of 
the  bill,  and  no  food  shall  be  stored  for 
a  longer  period  than  ten  months,  ex- 
cepting that  butter  may  be  kept  for  twelve 
months. 

Whether  the  storage  period  allowed  un- 
der this  act  is  too  long  experience  will 
show.  It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  foods 
have  been  kept  for  a  much  longer  period 
and  then  sent  on  their  way,  in  many  in- 
stances causing  disease  and  death  to  the 
consumers. 

The  Legislature  is  to  be  congratulated 
for  this  sorely  needed  legislation,  and  this 
example  could  be  emulated  to  very  good 
advantage  to  the  people  by  every  other 
State  in  the  Vnion.— Weekly  Bulletin  of 
The  Clothinff  Trades. 


Indictments  Found  by  the  Grand  Jury 
in  the  Triangle  Fire. 

The  grand  jury  which  investigated  the 
fire  which  occurred  March  27  in  the  Tri- 
angle Shirtwaist  Company's  factory  in 
New  York,  in  which  146  people  lost  their 
lives,  has  brought  in  four  indictments 
against  the  proprietors  of  the  Triangle 
Waist  Company,  Isaac  Harris  and  Max 
Blanck,  charging  them  with  manslaugh- 
ter in  the  first  and  second  degree. 

The  district  attorney  expects  to  prove 
the  girls  tried  the  door  on  the  ninth 
floor  in  an  effort  to  escape,  but  that  it 
was  locked.  A  charred  piece  of  the  door 
in  question,  with  the  bolt  shot,  was  shown 
to  the  grand  jury. 

The  grand  jury,  which  was  composed  of 
experts  in  the  building  trades  and  archi- 
tecture, in  making  their  report,  made  the 
following  recommendation:  "We  recom- 
mend that  in  all  buildings  where  a  large 
number  of  employes  are  engaged,  a  com- 
pulsory fire  drill  shall  be  established,  un- 
der a  system  to  be  approved  by  the  fire 
department.  We  recommend  that  a  sys- 
tem of  inspection  of  buildings  used  for 
factory  purposes  at  intervals,  not  exceed- 
ing six  months,  shall  be  established.  We 
recommend  extended  use  of  automatic 
sprinklers.  We  recommend  that  all  stairs 
to  the  top  floors  of  all  buildings  used  for 
manufacturing  purposes  hereafter  con- 
structed shall  be  extended  to  the  roof." 

These  recommendations,  if  coupled  with 
an  adequate  law  governing  fire  escapes, 
put  into  force  and  rigidly  maintained, 
would  do  much  to  avoid  such  awful  car 
lamities  occurring  again. — Boilermaker$' 
Journal, 


Dissatisfied  Tenant 

From  a  north  side  tenant  to  a  down- 
town real  estate  man: 

Dear  Sir — I  wapt  them  sellar  steps 
fixed  right  off— my  wife  near  fel  down 
last  nite  and  like  to  broke  her  dam  nek. 
Please  send  blumbber  and  figs  our  bath 
tub.  It  will  soon  be  time  now  for  us  to 
use  him  agen  and  olige.  Yours  trule. — 
Chicago  Tri1>une. 
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Canadian  Railway  Plans. 

The  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  has  plans  for 
the  completion  of  about  600  miles  of  new 
road  in  1911,  a  large  portion  of  which 
will  be  in  the  far  west.  The  road  is  open 
from  Edmonton  to  Edson  and  100  miles 
of  grading  has  been  completed  west  from 
the  latter  point.  A  branch  is  to  run  soutk 
also  from  Edson.  Branch  lines  will  also 
be  extended  into  Southwest  Canada. 

The  Canadian  Pacific's  plans  for  1911 
include  the  construction  of  380  miles  of 
new  branch  lines  and  the  building  of  100 
miles  of  double  track.  In  1910  this  com- 
pany built  318  miles  of  road.  The  new 
lines  for  the  western  provinces  will  be 
from  Moose  Jaw,  southwest,  35  miles; 
Esteyan  to  Forward,  35  miles;  Weyburn 
extension,  20  miles;  from  Swift  Current, 
southeast,  45  miles;  Swift  Current,  north- 
west, 35  miles;  Wilkie,  south  on  the  west 
side  of  Tramping  Lake.  25  miles;  Wilkie, 
south  on  the  east  side  of  Tramping  Lake, 
25  miles;  Wilkie  northwest  through  the 
Cut  Knife  country,  32  miles;  the  Lacombe 
branch  eastward,  60  miles;  from  Oolden, 
south  (Kootenai  Central),  20  miles,  and 
Carmangay  to  Aldersyde  (southern  Alber- 
ta), 27  miles.— Railway  Journal. 
^^y 

Largest  Locomotive  in  the  World. 

The  largest  locomotive  in  the  world 
has  recently  been  built. by  the  Santa  Fe 
Railway  Company  in  its  Topeka  shops. 
This  engine  is  a  Mallet  compound,  with 
a  rigid  boiler  and  is  equipped  with  a 
superheater,  reheater  and  fed  with  water 
heater.  It  is  of  the  2-10-10-2  type.  The 
tender  has  two  six-wheel  trucks. 

The  over-all  length  of  the  engine  and 
tender  is  121  feet  7  inches,  and  its  total 
weight  is  750,000  pounds.  It  carries  a 
boiler  pressure  of  225  pounds  to  the  square 
inch.  This  monster  locomotive  will  be 
used  in  the  mountain  districts  of  Arizona, 
in  climbing  heavy  grades.  Within  the 
past  year  and  a  half  the  Southern  Pacific 
has  had  three  mammoth  engines  built 
specially  for  the  heavy  grades  of  the  Sier- 
ra Nevada,  between  Sacramento  and 
Tnickee;  but  this  new  locomotive  is  larger 


than  even  the  three  monsters  of  the  South- 
em  Pacific,  that  have  heretofore  been 
pronounced  to  be  the  largest  engines  in 
the  world. — Bridgemen's  Magazine. 


•<)-• 

The  Two  Voices. 

Two  voices  are  calling  you — one  coming 
from  the  swamps  of  selfishness  and  force, 
where  success  means  death,  and  the  other 
from  the  hill-tops  of  justice  and  prog- 
ress, where  even  failure  brings  glory. 
Two  lights  are  seen  in  your  horizon- 
one  the  fast  fading  marsh  light  of  power, 
and  the  other  the  slowly  rising  sun  of 
human  brotherhood.  Two  ways  lie  open 
for  you — one  leading  to  an  ever  lower 
and  lower  plain,  where  are  heard  the  cries 
of  despair  and  the  curses  of  the  poor, 
where  manhood  shrivels  and  possessioo 
rots  down  the  possessor;  and  the  other 
leading  to  the  highlands  of  the  momins. 
where  are  heard  the  glad*  shouts  of  hu- 
manity, and  where  honest  effort  is  re- 
warded with  immortality.—Jofen  P.  AU- 
geld. 

•^y 

One-Cent  PosUge. 

To  be  able  to  send  a  sealed  letter  for 
one  cent  will  mean  something  to  almost 
every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  coun- 
try. To  large  business  organizations 
which  spend  thousands  of  dollars  yearly 
for  postage  stamps,  it  will  mean  a  gre«f 
saving,  but  it  is  not  at  all  improbable 
that  the  government  will  make  mors 
through  the  one-cent  postage  and  its  ef- 
fect in  largely  increasing  correspondenc*? 
than  under  the  old  system.  Now,  let  «* 
have  the  parcels  post.  Of  course,  there 
will  be  a  swarm  of  lobbyists  opposing  it, 
headed  by  the  express  companies  and  the 
railway  companies  and  all  who  have  stock 
in  them,  but  99  per  cent  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  while  they  may  iw* 
now  know  it  or  foresee  it,  will  be  gre»^ 
benefited  by  the  parcels  post — ^/<>** 
Unionist. 


Concord   (N.  H.)  city  laborers  secnreo  | 
increase  from  $1.60  to  $1.75  and  $2.00  pef 
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SOUTHERN  RY.  SETTLEMENT. 

Splendid    Victory    for    Machinists    and 
Other  Crafts. 

Railway  Department  Arrives  at  Amica- 
ble Terms  with  Southern  Railway. 

James  vO'Connell,  president  of  the  In- 
ternational Association  of  Machinists,  to 
gether  with  the  representatives  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Carmen,  Boilermakers. 
Blacksmiths  and  Sheet  Metal  Workers, 
was  successful  in  arriving  at  a  settlement 
with  the  Southern  Railway  and  allied 
lines.  The  machinists  are  to  receive  from 
1^  to  3  cents  per  hour  advance,  there  be- 
ing a  general  adjustment  of  wages  in  this 
craft.  The  carmen  are  to  receive  a  2-cent 
an  hour  advance,  flat  The  boilermakers, 
blacksmiths  and  sheet  metal  workers  are 
to  receive  appoximately  the  same  in- 
crease. 

This  settlement  affects  about  8000  men, 
and  without  doubt  the  advanced  scale  will 
apply,  as  it  has  done  heretofore,  to  the 
Seaboard  Air  Line,  Atlantic  Coast  Line, 
Norfolk  and  Western  and  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio,  with  9,000  additional  men. 

It  might  not  be  amiss  to  observe  that 
the  achievements  of  the  labor  officials 
in  reaching  this  agreement  is  worthy  of 
more  than  passing  mention,  for  with  the 
lines  mentioned  all  accepting  the  terms 
as  stated  the  approximate  advance  in 
wages  is  over  11,000.000  per  year,  with 
bettered  working  conditions  In  addition 
thereto. — 8t.  Louis  Labor. 

— -.o^ . 

Definition  of  a  Scab. 

At  a  conspiracy  'trial  in  England  the 
prosecuting  counsel  gave  the  following 
definition  of  a  scab: 

"A  scab  is  to  his  trade  what  a  traitor 
Is  to  his  country,  and  though  both  may 
be  useful  in  troublesome  times  they  are 
detested  by  all  when  peace  returns,  so 
when  help  is  needed  the  scab  is  the  last 
to  contribute  assistance  and  the  first  to 
grasp  the  benefit  he  never  labored  to  se- 
cure. He  cares  only  for  himself;  he  sees 
not  beyond  the  extent  of  a  day,  and  for 
a  momentary  approbation  he  would   be- 


tray his  friends,  family  and  country.  In 
short,  he  is  a  traitor  on  a  small  scale  who 
first  sells  the  journeyman,  and  is  after 
ward  sold  in  turn  by  his  employer  until 
at  last  he  is  despised  by  both  and  de- 
serted by  all. 

*'He  is  an  enemy  to  himself,  to  the 
present  age  and  to  all  posterity.'* 

Esau  sold  his  birthright  for  a  mess  of 
pottage. 

Judas  Iscariot  sold  his  Saviour  for  30 
pieces  of  silver. 

Benedict  Arnold  sold  his  country  for 
the  promise  of  an  officer's  commission  in 
the  English  army. 

The  modern  strike-breaker  sells  his 
birthright,  his  country,  his  wife,  his  chil- 
dren and  his  fellow- workmen  for  an  un- 
fulfilled promise  from  a  trust  or  corpora- 
tion. 

Esau  was  a  traitor  to  himself,  Judas 
Iscariot  was  a  traitor  to  his  God,  Benedict 
Arnold  was  a  traitor  to  his  country.  A 
strike-breaker  is  a  traitor  to  his  God,  to 
his  country,  to  his  family  and  to  his 
class.  A  real  man  is  never  a  strike- 
breaker. BE  A  MAN!— Iron  City  Trades 
Journal. 

m^y 

Holds  Up  His  Head. 

The  union  man  carries  his  head  high 
because  he  has  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of; 
because  he  represents  the  highest  stand- 
ard of  skill  and  merit;  because  he  is  in  a 
position  to  demand  wages  which  are  ade- 
quate to  the  actual  value  he  is  to  his  em- 
ployer; because  he  is  capable  of  perform- 
ing the  highest  grades  of  skilled  labor  in 
the  most  expert  manner;  because  he  has 
been  wise  enough  to  emulate  the  exam- 
ple of  his  boss  in  amalgamating  with 
others  of  his  craft,  just  as  his  employer 
has  done  with  others  of  capital,  and  be- 
longs to  an  organization  which  is  both 
able  and  willing  to  protect  him  and  which 
will  go  to  any  extreme  to  keep  him  up 
to  the  level  to  which  he  belongs.  Why 
should  he  not  hold  up  his  head?  Who 
has  a  better  right? 

•-<>-• 

Taylorville  (111.)  carpenters  won  a 
strike  for  a  raise  from  40  to  50  cents  per 
hour. 
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The  American  Federation  of  Labor  haa  arranged  to  funileh  a  weekly 
of  all  the  important  new.  Itema  of  the  labor  world  which  U  certainly  a  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  overworked  editor*  of  mo  et  of  our  Ubor  Jo«n»l«»  «»? ^Ing  them  to 
fS^iuSr  their  reader,  the  very  lateat  au  thentic  information  In  toe  indus^ 
IslaUve  and  Judicial  fields.    The  foUowlng  are  excenpti  from  varioue  Issuee  In  the 
past  four  weeks: 


HUMAN  CONSERVATION. 

Industry  Must  Be  Charged  and  Held 
Responsible  for  Future  Physical  Wel- 
fare of  Workmen. 

Washington,  June  10. — In  the  currmit 
issue  of  La  Follette^a  Weekly  is  an  article 
by  Thomas  J.  Mahon,  a  member  of  the 
state  legislature,  who  is  advocating  an 
industrial  commission  to  apply  scientific 
means  in  solving  the  industrial  problem. 
The  plan  proposed  is  identical  with  that 
of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission. 
It  is  argued  that  if  the  above  commis- 
sion, being  clothed  with  power  and  au- 
thority to  require  interstate  common  car- 
riers to  fix  reasonable  rates  and  provide 
adequate  facilities  for  transportaUon,  It 
is  feasible  and  necessary  also  that  pro- 
visions be  made  whereby  health  and  life 
may  be  protected  without  undue  delay. 
A  conservation  commission,  given  ade- 
quate scope  of  authority  would  be  able 
to  meet  the  ever-recurring  questions  com- 
ing as  the  result  of  our  rapidly  changing 
economic  conditions.  "If  we  do  not  have 
better  opportunities  for  our  workers,"  the 
article  goes  on  to  say,  ''safer  conditions 
under  which  they  shall  live,  better  educa- 
tinal  opportunities,  and  if  the  humane 
note  is  not  struck  in  our  legislation,  then 
indeed  our  prosperity  turns  to  ashes. 
How  best  to  secure  that  safety  in  em- 
ployment is  the  great  problem  that  is 
strictly  up  to  us." 

In  defense  of  the  commission  idea  to 
regulate  industry  as  it  applies  to  work- 
men, in  contradistinction  to  labor  laws, 
the  following  sentence  is  explanatory: 
"They  constitute  (labor  laws)  a  body  of 
laws  ill  adapted  to  the  wonderful  and 
changing  system  of  Industry  under  which 
we  live.  A  law  which  describes  a  piece 
of  machinery  in  detail  Is  hard  to  draft 
and  still  harder  to  enforce,  and  after  the 
description  has  been  made  as  thorough 


as  human  ingenuity  can  make  it,  there 
still  remains  the  fact  that,  with  the  rapid 
growth  of  invention,  tomorrow  the  de- 
scription may  be  obsolete  and  useless." 

•o^ 

Another  Injunction  Spasm. 

Washington,    June    10.— Arrangementa 
kad  been  completed  in  Altoona,  Fa.,  for 
a  mass  meeUng  to  be  held  iu  one  of  the 
public  amusement  parks  on  Sunday,  Jui^^ 
4.  The  meeting  was  arranged  for  the  pur- 
pose of  listening  to  prominent  speakers 
in  the  labor  movement,  and  the  employes 
In  the  shops  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
company  had  been  invited  to  attend.  The 
railroad  company  has  many  ramifications 
and  upon  the  information  reaching  the 
company  that  a  meeting  was  to  be  lield 
in  the  amusement  park  they  procured  an 
old  lady,  who  was  a  part  owner  in  the 
park,   to  sue  out  an  injunction  against 
the  lessees  of  the  park  prohibiting  the 
lessees  from  permitting  the  meeting  to  be 
held,  sUting  in  the  injunction  that  tb^* 
park  was  only  to  be  used   for  "moral" 
amusement    It  was  apparently  expected 
that  the  injunction  would  be  violated  and 
the  meeting  held.     It  was  decided,  how- 
ever, to  change  the  meeting  place  to  a 
piece  of  ground  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  the 
property  being  owned  by  those  who  were 
sympathetic   toward  the  labor  orginisa- 
tions.     An   attempt   was   then  made   to 
bring  pressure  to  bear  against  those  who 
owned  the  latter  piece  of  property  to  also 
forbid  the  meeting,  but  their  pleas  were 
unavailing.     The  meeting   was  held   on 
Sunday,    per   schedule,   and   there  w«« 
present  some  6,000  in  the  audience.  Sec- 
cretary  Morrison,  Raymond  Robhlns  and 
Frank  Mllholland  were  the  speakers.  That 
night   there   had   been   another  meeting 
scheduled  to  take  place  near  one  of  tlw 
betels  in  Altoona,  and  Just  prior  to  call- 
ing the  meeting  to  order  the  mayor  tele- 
phoned to  Secretary  Morrison  stating  that 
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the  ministers  of  the  city  had  protested 
against  a  labor  meeting  being  held  on 
Sunday.  Mr.  Morrison  replied  that  labor 
sermons  would  be  preached  and  that  noth- 
ing would  be  said  that  could  give  offense 
to  any  of  the  ministers  in  the  city,  and 
upon  this  statement  the  mayor  withdrew 
his  objections  and  the  meeting  was  held. 
It  is  rather  an  amusing  incident  that  an 
injunction  should  be  issued  against  the 
holding  of  a  public  meeting  in  an  amuse- 
ment park — a  place  where  meetings  of 
this  character  are  usually  held,  and  dem- 
onstrates the  lengths  to  which  employers 
of  labor  will  go  in  endeavoring  to  frus- 
trate any  movement  looking  toward  the 
organization  of  men  who  work  for  wages. 
Present  indications  are  to  the  effect  that 
the  strike  of  the  men  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Railway  System  is  becoming  more  and 
more  effective  as  time  goes  on. — AmaJgO' 
mated  Journal. 


-«-o^ 


The  Way  to  Look  at  It 

Washington,  June  10. — The  San  Fran- 
cisco Star,  in  commenting  on  the  closing 
down  of  the  East  Oakland  plant  of  the 
California  Cotton  Mills,  as  a  direct  result 
of  putting  the  eight-hour  law  for  women 
into  effect,  inspiringly  grapples  the  sub- 
ject in  the  manner  in  which  every  such 
case  should  be  treated.  Humanitarian 
enactments  apparently  reach  no  respon- 
sive chord  in  the  breasts  of  brutal  profit 
hunters,  and  defiance  still  abides  as  their 
chief  characteristics.  The  coast  paper 
says:  "Well,  here  is  our  doctrine  anent 
the  matter:  Better  that  such  a  plant,  or 
a  hundred  such  plants,  should  close  and 
remain  closed,  than  that  women  should 
be  compelled  to  carry  burdens  which  their 
frailty  unfits  them  to  bear.  Better  that 
a  few  women  here  and  there  should  be 
thrown  out  of  a  job  than  that  the  entire 
sex  should  be  subjected  to  such  long  hours 
of  labor  as  Greed  might  choose  to  give 
them." 

•^ym 


Belleville  (111.)  carpenters  secured  Sat- 
urday half  holiday  and  two-year  agree- 
ment, with  6  cents  per  hour  increase  in 
1912. 


FRANK  DUFFY  APPOINTED. 

Secretary-Treasurer  of  United  Brother- 
hood of  Carpenters  Selected  Member 
of  Important  Commission. 

Washington,  June  10.— Frank  Duffy, 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  United  Broth- 
erhood of  Carpenters  and  Joiners,  has  just 
been  appointed  by  Governor  Marshall,  of 
the  state  of  Indiana,  as  one  of  the  seven 
Commissioners  to  be  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  needs  of  industrial  and  agricul- 
tural education.  The  recent  general  as- 
sembly of  the  state  of  Indiana  enacted  a 
law  providing  for  an  investigation  of  the 
needs  for  and  methods  of  industrial  and 
agricultural  education.  The  law  provided 
that  the  governor  should  appoint  a  com- 
mission of  seven  persons  representing  the 
manufacturing,  labor,  agricultural  and 
educational  interests  of  the  state,  to  be 
known  as  the  Commission  on  Industrial 
and  Agricultural  Education.  The  selec- 
tion of  Secretary  Duffy  to  this  important 
position  is  a  guarantee  that  labor's  inter- 
ests will  be  properly  guarded  in  the  work 
of  the  commission. 

-^ •<)-• 

Canadian  Conciliation. 

Representatives  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned in  the  existing  dispute  between 
the  coal  miners  an4  the  operators  of 
British  Columbia  and  Alberta  held  a 
consultation  and  have  requested  Hon- 
orable W.  L.  Mackenzie  King  to  name  a 
chairman  of  a  board  of  conciliation  to  in- 
vestigate the  controversy.  The  Minister 
of  Labor  inunediately  selected  Dr.  C.  W. 
Gordon  of  Winnipeg.  It  is  stated  that 
the  selection  is  acceptable  for  the  reason 
that  Dr.  Gordon  is  familiar  with  mining 
conditions  and  has  shown  a  sympathetic 
interest  in  the  lives  and  work  of  the 
miners.— Iron  City  Trades  Journal. 

»-o» 

A  Lay-off  Expected. 

Washington,  June  10.— It  is  by  semi- 
official authority  stated  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  workmen  will  be  laid  off  at  the 
Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  in  the  near  future. 
The  cause  assigned  is  the  lack  of  work. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


516 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


Co-operatives  of  England. 

Washington,  June  10. — From  old  coun- 
try papers  it  is  said  that  the  co-operatives 
of  England  last  year  had  a  membership 
of  2J77,513,  and  with  assets  aggregating 
$294,897,470,  an  Increase  of  over  $10,000.- 
000  over  that  of  the  previous  year.  The 
business  done  by  the  co-operatives  last 
year  aggregated  $547,064,229,  which  is 
much  more  than  was  done  by  any  single 
private  enterprise  in  England. 

. •^(y 

Municipalities  Advance  Wages. 

Washington,  June  10. — In  New  Castle- 
on-Tyne,  Gateshead,  South  Shields,  Sun- 
derland, Stockton,  Middlesboro,  York. 
Hull,  and  a  number  of  other  English 
towns  and  cities,  have  advanced  the  wages 
of  their  employes,  and  in  a  number  of 
instances,  reduced  the  hours  of  labor 
without  any  reduction  in  the  former  price 
paid.  Over  six  thousand  men  have  been 
benefited  to  the  extent  of  over  $50,000  a 
year. 

»o^ 

Switchmen  Elect. 

Washington,  June  10. — At  the  conven- 
tion of  the  Switchmen's  Union  of  North 
America,  held  in  St.  Paul,  S.  E.  Heberllng, 
of  Denver,  Colo.,  was  elected  president  to 
succeed  Frank  T.  Hawley,  who  for  eleven 
years  has  been  the  executive  head  of  the 
organization. 

•  o« 
Cedar   Rapids    (Iowa)    building    trade 
unions,   eleven  in   number,   have   all   se- 
cured increases  from  5  cents  per  hour  to 
$1.50  per  week. 

•-cy 

Ann  Arbor  (Mich.)  molders  have  won 
strike  for  50  cents  per  day  and  reduction 
of  working  day  one  hour. 

»o^ 

The  city  council  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
has  passed  an  ordinance  providing  for  a 
bond  issue  of  $300,000  for  the  erection  of 
a  filtration  plant.  A  clause  In  the  ordi- 
nance specifically  declares  that  union  la- 
bor only  shall  be  employed. — Bridgemen' s 
Magazine. 


Railway  Mail  Service. 

Washington.  June  10.— The  magazines 
are  taking  notice  of  the  questionable 
methods  being  employed  by  the  postolBce 
department  In  victimizing  mall  clerks  who 
become  members  of  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor.  A  prominent  periodical 
carries  an  article  In  Its  June  Issue  en- 
titled. "Mutiny  In  the  Railway  Mall  Serr 
Ice,"  and  treats  the  postofllce  department 
without  gloves. 

^^y 

Pushing  Parcels  Post 

Washington,  June  10. — Senator  Bonme 
of  Oregon  has  Introduced  a  resolution  1p 
.  the  Senate  to  empower  the  committee  on 
postoflAces  and  postroads  to  make  an  in- 
quiry into  what  changes  are  necessary  to 
be  made  in  the  operation  of  the  depart 
ment,  with  a  view  to  establishing  a  pi^ 
eels  post.  The  question  of  adding  this 
feature  to  the  postoflAce  department  I? 
becoming  more  and  more  pressing,  anJ 
advocates  are  being  added  every  day. 
■-   ■  ♦o-»^" 

The  "Irish  Colleen"  song  has  been 
popular  since  the  days  of  Thomas  Moore, 
for  the  Land  of  the  Shamrock  has  al- 
ways been  a  country  where  the  love  of 
a  beautiful  girl  attained  Its  highest 
value.  The  men  who  have  probably  writ- 
ten more  popular  Irish  songs  than  any 
other  writers  during  the  past  twelve 
years,  Messrs.  Jerome  and  Schwartz, 
have  just  "handed  the  public"  another 
Irish  ballad  enUtled  "MY  IRISH  DEAR- 
IE," and,  strange  to  say  .It  does  not  men- 
tion Killarney,  the  Blarney  Stone,  the 
Shamrock,  Erin's  Isle,  the  River  Shan- 
non, or  the  shlllaly— In  fact,  It  is  an  Irish 
song  without  the  usual  Irish  trimmings. 

Chorus. 
Dearie,  my  Irish  dearie. 
Save  all  your  real  smiles  for  me. 
Don't  let  your  heart  grow  weary,  deari^J 
Think   of   me   constantly;    now,  dearie. 

don't  get  leary — 
True  love  is  nice  and  cheery. 
Say  that  you're  glad  I'm  here; 
Hold  me  tight,  with  all  your  might 
Your  eyes  are  full  of  love  tonight. 
Dearie,  my  Irish  deaK»  j 
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NOTICE    OF    flECULAR    ASSESSMENT    NO.    175, 
DUE    JULY    1,    1911 


OFFICE  OF  GRAND  LODGE, 
Vanol  Building, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  July  1,  191 L 


In  accordance  with  Section  1,. Arti- 
cle XIV,  of  the  Constitution,  Regular 
Assessment  No,  175  is  due  July  1, 
1911,  payable  ndt  later  than  Aug.  5, 
1911.  All  who  were  members  of  the 
Insurance  Department  prior  to  July  5, 
1911,  are  required  to  pay  this  assess- 
ment on  or  before  Aug.  5,  1911. 


The  following  rates  will  apply  from  January  1,  1909.  All  certificates  issued 
prior  to  January  1,  1909,  will  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  at  the  same  rates 
as  heretofore. 


On  1250  Certificates. 

From  18  to  21  years  of  age  25  cents. 


21  "  25   " 

"  30 

25  "  30   " 

"  35 

30  "  35   " 

"  40 

35  "  40   " 

"  45 

40  "  45   " 

"  50 

45  "  50   " 

"  55 

50  "  55   " 

"  60 

On   $500   Certificates. 

From  18  to  35  years  of  age  50  cents 

"      35  "  40      "  "60      " 

"      40  "  45      "  "    75      " 

"    45  "  50      "  "    $1.00 

On  11,000  Certificates. 

From  18  to  35  years  of  age $1.00 

"     35  "  40     "        "       1.25 

"     40  "  45     "        "       1.50 


Fraternally  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 


'^Grand  Sec.-Treas, 
Halte  all  Money  Orderi  and  Drafti  payable  to  SAMUEL  J,  PEGG 
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HateYogWonaPremiiiinYiit? 
If  Not,  Why? 

We  are  offering  you  an  excellent 
opportunity.  We  want  to  increase  our 
subscription  list  and  will  pay  you  to 
help  us  do  BO. 

Premium  No.  1  is  the  choice  of  a 
Pigskin  Card  Case,  or  a  Brotherhood 
Fob,  or  a  copy  of  Back- 
l>one,  a  Bouncer  for  the 
Blues,  for  only  two  sub- 
scribers ;  or  we  will  send 
a  copy,  postpaid,  on  re- 
ceipt ol  50  cents.  Every 
one  who  reads  Backbone 
pronounces  it  one  of  the 
very  best  books  they  have  ever  read. 
A  copy  of  Loveii's  Practical  Switch 
Work  will  be  given  free  for  three 
subscribers,  or  we  will  give  you  a 
Solid  Gold  Emblem  Button  for  four 
subscribers,  or  a  John  T.  Wilson  Em- 
blem, with  your  name  engraved  on  it, 
for  twelve  subscribers. 

On  this  pace,  yon  will  find  an  advertisement  of 
the  Laoghlin  Pen.  I  am  using  one  myself,  and  it 
Is  an  excellent  article  and  has  given  me  every  satis- 
faotion,  being  nsed  constantly  from  eight  to  twelve 
hours  each  day  on  all  kinds  of  paper.  They  are 
well  worth  the  money.  Try  one.  Or  we  will  give 
you  your  choice  of  pens  advertised  for  four  new 
subscribers. 


ROBERTS'^  RULES  OF  ORDER 

having  been  re-adopted  by  our 
Boston  Convention  to  govern  the 
Parliamentary  Practices  of  our 
Brotherhood,  a  supply  has  been 
obtained  at  headquarters,  which 
will  be  furnished  to  our  members 
upon   the   receipt  of  the  price  of 

75  CENTS  FOR  EACH  COPY. 

(If  registered,  10  cents  extra.) 

Each  Subordinate  Lodge  should 
have   at  least  one  or  two  copies. 

Address  all  Orders  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PE66,  Secretary-Treasurer, 

3900  OLIVE  STREET,  ST.  LOTJIS  MO,  >l 


LAUQHLIN 

%fltainPea 


America's  most 
popular  and  widely 
iinown  Fountain 
Pen. 

Style  shown  on  left 
mounted  with  Ster- 
ling Silver  Filigree: 
■tyle  on  Hght,  Pearl 
mounted  with  two 
bandsome  ^old 
bands,  Slse  and  Style 
BtmUar  to  Cot. 

Either  of  these 
patterns  will  make  a 
■  pie  ndid  practical, 
useful  present  for 
Lady  or  Gentleman 
for  any  occasion. 

Your  choice  of 


THESE  TWO 

POPUUR 

STYLES 


$ 

Only. 


PostpttMtomiiyiddrMS 

By  Insured  mail  6 
cents  extra. 

Every  pen  ffuanui- 
teed  fail  14  Kt.  solid 
ff  o  1  d,  and  satisfac- 
tory in  every  partic- 
ular. 

Try  the  pen  m 
week;  if  you  do  not 
find  it  as  represent- 
ed, a  better  value 
than  you  can  secure 
for  double  our  price 
in  any  other  make, 
return  it  and  we  will 
refund  your  money. 
In  orderingr.  state 
whether  fine,  me- 
dium or  coarse  point 
is  desired. 

Beware  of  tmlfa- 
tlons,  insist  upon 
getting  the  Genuine 
Lnngblin,  advertised 
pen.  If  your  dealer 
will  not  supply  you. 
refuse  the  substitute 
and  order  direct 
f  romr  us. 

Give  us  the  name 
of  your  dealer  that 
you  asked  to  show 
you  a  Laugtalin  pen, 
and  for  this  courtesy 
we  will  send  you 
free  at  charge  one  of 
our  new  safety 
pocket  fountain  pen 
holders.     Address 


UigUii  Kg.  Co. 

779arlswoidSt. 
DBTROrr.  MICH. 
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The  Brotherhood  Badge. 

The  multiple  badge  illustrated  in  an 
exact  reproduction  of  the  badge  adopted 
at  New  Orleans,  and  Is  made  up  of  satin- 
faced,  gros-graln,  tri-colored  ribbon  with 
lettering  in  gold  leaf  on  one  side,  which 
is  used  for  parade  purposes.  The  reverse 
side  is  black  with  silver  letters,  and  is 
used  for  funeral  purposes;  edged  trim- 
med in  best  told  fringe  and  the  bottom 
with  gold  bullion.  The  metallic  portion 
can  be  detached  from  the  ribbon  and 
used  for  Lodge  purposes^  thus  giving  a 
badge  for  all  occasions.  The  metal  is  sil- 
ver oxidized;  the  lettering  on  metal  parts 
is  black  or  white  celluloid,  and  is  a  hand- 
some and  attractive  badge  in  every  re- 
spect. On  the  top  title  bar  is  name  and 
number  of  lodge  and  on  the  lower  bar 
name  of  officer  or  member,  while  the 
medallion  shows  the  emblem  of  the  Or- 
ganization in  colors  on  celluloid. 

The  price  of  these  badges  is  for  set  of 
ten  officers' badges,  |7;  members'  badges, 
75  cents  each  singly,  or  $8.40  per  dozen, 
when  ordered  in  dozen  lots.  Address  all 
orders  to  Samuel  J.  Pegg, 
Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.     . 

THIS  is  an  ILLUSTRATIOI 

OP  OUR 

NEW  FOB 

%  SIZE. 

The  Medallion  is 
oxidized  silver  finish 
with  the  handcar  ex- 
ecuted in  colors  on 
coUaloid.  Thes  trap 
is  calf  especially 
prepared  for  f  o  b  - 
straps.    The  price  is 

400  Each 

or  |4.00  per  dozen  by 
registered  mail. 
Address  all  orders  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PE66, 

Secy.-Treas. 

Vanol  Bldsr.,  8900  Olive  St.. 

St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Canadian    members 
SOc  each  prepaid. 
Address  orders  to 
W.  H.   MOVES, 

86  Wright  Ave. 
Toronto,  Can. 
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A  Brotherhood  Emblem. 


THIS  FINE  GOLD  PILLED  WATCH 

either  open  face  or  closed  case,  warranted  to  wear 
10  years,  fitted  with  a  Standard  Movement,  guaran- 
teed to  keep  good  time.  Sent  to  you  prepaid  for  $4.95. 
Try  it.  test  it  and  If  not  satisfactory  return  it  and  we 
will  refund  your  money.  Write  for  our  BarKain  List. 

O.  R.  THURSTON  SUPPLY  CO.. 
21  Benoist  Bldg.  St.  Louis,  Mo 


i99  and 
the 


"Rule  99' 
"Age  Umit" 

ARE  YOU  PROTECTING  YOUR- 
SEXF  agatnat  the  train  that  runs  retfardleaa 
o£  schedule  known  a«  *'AGE  LIMIT  '  and 
"DISABILITY"? 

YOU  KNOW  it  IB  following  you  and 
liable  to  loom  up  any  moment. 

HAVE  YOU  GOT  A  FLAG  OUT? 
Are  you  fulfilling  your  duty  to  yourself 
and  family  a«  per  RULE  99?  If  not,  then 
get  buay  and  jo  in  the  million  and  a  half 
Railroad  men  by  investing  your  surplus 
earnings  in  California  homes  —  City 
and  suburban  properties — virgin  lands — 
Orange  groves  and  other  highly  profitable 
income  producing  property  that  is  piling 
up  profits  for  owners  which  read  like  ao 
Arabian  Knights  dream 

GET  YOUR  FLAG  OUT,  by  addrea- 
ing  RAILWAY  REALTY  AND  IN- 
VESTMENT COMPANY,  315  South 
Broadway,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  organized 
under  California  laws,  and  whose  board  of 
directors  are  the  General  Chairmen  of  their 
respective  organizations,  and  the  Los  An- 
geles Trust  and  Savings  Banl^  and  deposi- 
tory reference. 


The  above  cat  is  of  a  solid  gold  em- 
blem designed  and  used  entirely  by  our 
late  lamented  President  John  T.  Wilson. 
The  bar  and  pendant  are  of  solid  gold, 
the  pendant  faced  with  beautiful  white, 
hard  enamel ;  on  the  bar  the  name  of  own- 
er is  engraved,  mak^g.  the  emblem  a 
very  neat  and  attractK'e  one.  We  have 
purchased  a  quantity  of  them  and  c*n 
now  supply  them  delivered  at  any  post- 
office  in  Canada  or  the  United  States  bv 
registered  mail  for  $3.25  each,  'the  Cana- 
dian purchaser  to  pay  customs  charges, 
which  is  not  included.  Address  all  or 
pers  to  Samuel  J.  Pkgg, 

Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


EHS: 


AND  COUNT 

Inaure  Your  Shoes  t 

Miners,  Quarrymcn,  Farmers,  and  0«li||?. 
Workers 

can  doable  the  wear  of  their  «hoe«  by  8e<:ti>««^9!; 
fined  with  metallic  hetls.  These  heeU  are  «W»>g 
than  leather,  support  the  counters,  save  shotumliuf 
by  doubling  wear.  Sold  by  shoe  dealers  ready  Mie^ 
or  fitted  to  any  shoe  by  your  cobbler.  If  yo«r«W«r 
isn't  supplied,  write  us.  Your  inqmry  tot«|p  « 
booklet.  4 
UNTrtD  SHOB  MACHlNEitT  CO.  -  WOTOW.  ISl 
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THELIBRARYOF  VALUABLE  KNOWLEDC^ 


25  Vol*. 


Bezt  Reading  for  Hours  at  Home 


25  Vol 


One  of  the  most  interesting  of  our  present-day 
writers  has  said  that  the  symbol  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century  is  a  steam  engine  running  upon  a  rail- 
way. Study  carefully  the  little  picture  above, 
and  think  of  the  marvelous  changes  that  only  a 
few  years  have  brought  The  whole  story  of 
Rapid  Transit,  from  the  days  of  the  mail-coach 
down  to  the  latest  experiments  with  electric 
power,  is  told  in  the  most  fascinating  manner. 


with  a  wealth  of  quaint  and  curious  iUustmtioc 
in  that  splendid  work  "Thm  Library  of  VoM 
Knowimdgm,  '*  which  is  truly  a  royal  road  throoj 
the  fairyland  of  modern  science.  'The  Stoiy 
Rapid  Transit"  is  only  one  of  25  volumes,  ea 
7>j  X  5X  inches,  and  each  containing  200  i 
more  pages,  with  not  a  line  of  dry  reading  in  d 
whole  LIBRARY.  You  can  appreciate  the  vih 
of  these  books  at  a  glance. 

Um  your  hoora  of  loisuro  to  stor*  your  miBtl  witli  tho  information  that  is  horo  pat  bofore  you  —  «fto^  •«*■ 
•rrancod  by  ominont  sciontiftts  and  scholars.  ThoM  authors  maka  you  fool  as  if  ti»oy  woro  your  »«»^t*^ frud 
tollina  you  in  a  ploasing  convorsational  mannor  wiutt  tkoy  know  about  thoir  subjocta. 

OUR  OFFER  TO  RAtLROAO  MEM: 


To  show  how  willing  we  are  tc  trust  railroad  men— and  how  perfectly 
confident  that  they  will  find  these  books  of  such  interest,  that,  once  they  see 
them,  they  will  never  part  with  them  —  we  offer  to  send  any  subscriber  to  this 
periodical  a  complete  set  (2S  vols.)  of  **Tho  Library  of  Vakaablo  Knowlodao." 
all  charges  paid,  for  a  five*day  examination.  Look  over  the  books  carefully, 
the  volume  on  Rapid  Transit  and  the  others.  Satisfy  yourselves  that  notninr 
just  like  this  has  ever  been  done  before.  Then  when  you  have  decided  to 
accept  the  volumes,  send  us  $1.00 down  and  retain  the  books.  The  balance 
of  the  purchase  price  may  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  12.00  per  month.  We  are 
very  i^lad  to  be  able  lO  offer  to  railroad  men  these  terms  of  easy  payment, 
which  we  are  sure  will  prove  a  bijr  inducement  in  connection  with  the  pur- 
chase of  the  LIBR.ARY.  Our  Special  Iniroductory  Price  is  only  $23.5«).  and 
this,  combined  with  our  system  of  partial  payments,  will  place  these  books 
easily  within  your  reach.  We  cannot  iruarantee  to  maintain  this  low  price, 
and  uri^e  you  to  send  in  the  coupon  with  your  request  at  once.  If  the  books 
do  not  satisfy  you,  they  may  be  returned  at  our  expense. 

IA#I^  Hmmr  From  You  NOWi 

Read,  fill  ort  and  forward  the  coupon  tcnlay.  but  send  no  monov  with  it 
We  ask  i(»r  ik*  diposit  and  you  need  not  forward  your  dollar  until  you  nave 
seen  thf  ho  .ks.  thoroujfhly  examined  them,  and  satisfied  yourself  that  they 
are  exactl>  as  we  represent  in  e\orv  respect.  This  coupon  will  bring  you  the 
full  set  of  25  volumes  in  rich,  half  l«aiher  bindinsr.  with  black  leather  backs 
and  linen  buckram  sides.  This  special  offer  to  railroad  men  and  their  friends 
:nav  be  withdrawn  at  any  time,  as  these  sets  arc  rapidly  being  taken.  Do  not 
delay  or  pu&tponc.    Let  us  hear  from  you  now. 


oe         PROFITABLE       9! 
S2       FACT^TORIES     £ 

with  Hi  lalrMlaHlM  ky  Wllllaa  T.  Itarrfc. LLl 
tol*  1. 8.  CMiail»l«ii»r  of  MamllM.  R«  •* 
Mlhan  •■  t  tirwif  A  lira.  J«M>|»h  Jaraks  1"^ ' 
Cmb,  I4»«H  CIwM,  4.  Bark  BaUwIa,  fo«iv' 
**"  -"^        air.,  He 


LTbtSlarjaflbtSlan 

2.  Tke  Story  aflka  Solar  SniMi 

3.  TkeSiMyallkaEdlpsM 

4.  TkeSlMToftWEarik 

5.  Tk«StM7«llk«Eartk's 
C.  TkcStwyalGwaUt 

7.  TkcSiaryaltWPIaals 

8.  Tkc Stary alUa b ik« Sms 

9.  TUStaryalAai.tlLirt 

10.  TkeStaryallkaliviaf  MKyv 

11.  TU  Stary  •!  a  PiM«  al  Cad 

12.  TU  Stary  af  a  GrakalWUm 

13.  TU  Staiy  al  ika  Caltaa  Plaal 

14.  TU  Story  al  Prbaitiva  Haa 

15.  TU  Staiy  al  ExtiBcl«  ml  HiMif  iktfi 
IS.  TWStary  af  EnJactCivifialMMiflk'E' 

17.  naStaryaftWAlptebat 

18.  Tka  Stary  al  Gf agr^phical  Di  tmtn 

19.  TkaSlaryallkaArtalB.  ■ 

20.  Tka  Stary  afllaK 

21.  TW  Stary  alBoaks 

S.  Vm  Slary  af  Elactridty 


encourage  prompt    response,   we   24.  TbaSiary  alRipMTriMil 
:h   one  of  the  first  ten  who  order   »•  Tka  Siary  al  tfca  Mioi 

r. 


fixtLtL  I       offer   to   each  one 

With  Firtt       *'Thm    Library     of    Valaabio    Knowlmdgm," 

10  Ordorg!       «  set  of  Joel  Cook's  "Pen  Pictures  of  America," 

' *    in  six  buckram  volumes,  with  a  loul  of  nearly  ,^  .wanuaw  wMi  !•«••»«»•'  ^ 

1800  pages,  and  describing  almost  every  place  of  scenic  or  his-  I  raa<iai«.a.kiarii,Md,ehw«^M>^>'^^! 
lorical  importance  in  the  United  Slates.  Write  now  and  secure  "  w««Aitv«rvAi.  iaiiicsoauwr' 
one  of  these  splendid  premiums.  I 


Tear  off  this  Coupon  sod  is-'  ^^^ 

THE  I  Jli>  KIDilTY  SOaCTY,  le«  t*r^ 


The  University  Society 
44^0  E.  23d  Street  New  York  Qty 


LISKAKV  or  VALl  ARLI  kiO»UW«2l 
la  kalMeatkvr.  irit  b  «aiMkc««?>  '  ■^ 
Jtt  fl.oa  4awa  aad  tLOV  •  sMlk  fk^ 
III  ttt.M  ka»  k<«a  aaM.    UtM.l'*^'^ 
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Ambition 


Is   the   Foundation   of   All   Education 
Education  Is  the  Foundation  of  Success 


"THE    RIDRAXH     I^IBRA^RY 

of  UNIVERSAL  LITERATURE" 

Will  answer  as  a  complete  library  and  enable  its  fortunate  possessor  to  enjoy 
all  the  advantages  of  a  college  course. 

JOHN  CLARK  RIDPATH,  A.M.,  LL.D.,  Editor-in-Chief 
With  Revisions  and  Additions  by 

WILLIAM  MONTGOMERY  CLEMENS 
All   the  great  authors  and  thinkers   from  the   dawn  of  literature   to   the 
present  day,  including 
fV       II   ^'"^t^^y  Drama  Romance  Kssays 

51        11   Fiction  Philosophy  Poetry  History 

Science  Biography  Humor  Religion 

Journalism  Satire  Travel  Metaphysics 

Etc.  Etc.  Etc.  Etc. 

FORTY  CENTURIES  OF  LITERATURE— 2.355  AU- 
THORS—A MARVELOUS  INDEX— BEAUTIFUL  IL- 
LUSTRATIONS—T  WENT  Y-FIVE  SUPERBLY  BOUND 
VOLUMES— SPECIAL  PRICES  IF  YOU  ORDER  NOW 

Full   Leather — Edition  de  Luxe $200.00 

Three-Fourths    Leather — Renaissance    Edition. 175.00 

One-Half   Leather — Classic    Edition ^ »mu 450.00 

Ten  Per  Cent  Discount  for  Cash. 
Read  the  Opinions  of  St  Louisans. 

Mairasinefi  Advertlslnjr  AMOdation. 

Fifth    Avenue   Library   Society.    New   York,    N.   Y. 

Gentlemen:  The  Hidpath  IJbrary  has  pfven  me  most  Intena©  satisfaction  and  grreat 
pleasuro.  It  Is  a  very  treasure  hou^e  of  knowledge  convoyed  In  a  most  agreeable  form. 
Predicting   for  It    i^reat   .-^^uccess.    I  am,  Yours   very   truly,  DR.   H.   TUHOLSKR      , 

arcuit  Court.   Rishth  .ladiclal   District  of  ^UfWM>arl. 

Daniel  D.    Fisher   (Judge),    St.    Louis,   Mo. 
Th«  Fifth    Avenue   Library  Society;   New   York  City,   N    Y. 

Gentlemen:  I  received  "The  Rtdpath  Library  of  Universal  Literature"  some  time  ago. 
I  have  examined  the  volumes  with  considerable  care  and  am  well  pleased  with  them.  I  find 
it  to  be,  in  fact,  what  It  is  represented  to  be — a  concise  epitome  of  the  Uvea  of  distinguished 
men  of  ancient  and  modern  times,  with  the  choicest  extracts  and  masterpieces  from  their 
utterances  and  writings.  The  extracts  and  selections  have  been  made  with  great  care  and 
good  Judgment.  These  volumen  supply  the  readers  with  a  ready  fund  of  information  and 
pleasure  not  easily  obtainable  from  any  other  source.  The  ordinary  refeder  will  find  in  them 
(systematically  arranged  and  classified)  about  all  he  will  care  to  know  of  these  men,  their 
utterances  and  writing.  The  books  are  finely  bound,  and  the  paper,  print  and  cuts  are 
excellent.      They   are   a   most   valuable  acquisition   to   any   other   library. 

Yours  very   truly,  D.    D.    FISHER. 

The  railed  Railways  Company,  St.  I^uIm,  Mo. 

The   Fifth    Avenue  Library   Society,    New    York,   N.   Y. 

Gentlemen:     The   "RIdpath    Library  of  Universal   Literature"   has  bt-.n   sent   we   In   P(-    j 
cordance   with  agreement,  and  has  aroused  my  interest  and  attention.     It  is  a  wonderful  ^ 
store  of  Information,  compact  and  complete,  and  arranged  so  as  to  be  available  without  ^ 
loss  of  time.     It.i  value  should  be  inestimable  to  readers  and  writers  and  thinkers  and  /^ 
talkers.     Yours  very  truly,  ROBT.   McCrLLOrH.  President.  ^^ 

St.   Jjonhi   Soathwestem   Railway  Company,  Treasury  Department.  y^      Fifth 

George    K.    Warner    (Treasurer),    St.    Louis,    Mo.  /^       Avenue 

The   Fifth    Avenue  Library  Soelety,   New   York  City.   N.   Y.  ^         Wbrary 

Gentlemen:      I    received    several    weeks    ago    "The   RIdpath    Library    ot  X  Society, 

Universal  Literature."  Have  examined  the  work  carefully  and  find  picas- /^  Wl  Fifth  Ave., 
ure  In  testifying  to  the  excellent  attainment  of  its  objects  In  every  re-  ^^  New  York,  N.  Y. 
spect.       My    subscription    to   It   will    always   afford    me    cause    of    pelf-  ^ 

congratulation.  It  holds  between  Its  covers  a  vast  amount  of  pleiR-  ^r  Gentlemen:  Please 
ure  and  mental  profit  for  adult  men  and  women,  and  is  of  great  ^r  ship  to  me  one  set  of 
value  to  the  student.  It  should  be  In  every  home  In  which  chll-  y^  Rldpath's/  Library  of 
dren  are  being  reared.  Every  friend  of  education  would  approv*- y/^  I'niversa]  Literature  in 
it  for  its  practical  value  as  a  cyclopedia  for  reference  and  ^  fuM  leather  at  1200;  % 
the   mental    culture  It  yields  to  Its  readers.  X    leather,    |175;    for    which    I 

Very    truly    your.s,  y^   ngrrec    to   pay   yon   $15   on   re- 

OEO.    K.    WARNER.  X    c«lpt  of  the  books  and  $16  each 

y    month    thereafter    until    the    full 

The    Central    National    Bank,    St.    Lools,    Mo.  X   price  Is  paid.  It  la  understood  that 

The  Fifth   Avenue  Library  Society,  New  York.  N    Y. /^    the  title  remains  In  you  until  books 

Gentlemen:     1  have  received   the  "RIdpath   \A-    X   are   paid   for   In   full. 
brary  of  Universal  Literature."  and  I  congratulate  ^r 

myself  on  being  the  poasesFor  of  the  hnnd-^ome^r     Name 

and  valuable    library  Involved  In   this  edition.    X 

It  is  indeed  a   library  In  lt.«-«'''     I  am  '^uid  to    X    

own    it.      Wry  respectfully   yours.  X 

■M       T>     WTT.T.l  AWn     T^rPuMpnt      X      nifv  tJtfit*. 
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The  Brotherhood  Badge. 

The  multiple  badge  illustrated  in  an 
exact  reproduction  of  the  badge  adopted 
at  New  Orleans,  and  is  made  up  of  satin- 
faced,  gros-grain,  tri-colored  ribbon  with 
lettering  in  gold  leaf  on  one  side,  which 
is  used  for  parade  purposes.  The  reverse 
side  is  black  with  silver  letters,  and  is 
used  for  funeral  purposes;  edged  trim- 
med In  best  gold  fringe  and.  the  bottom 
with  gold  bullion.  The  metallic  portion 
can  be  detached  from  the  ribbon  and 
used  for  Lodge  purposes,  thus  giving  a 
badge  for  all  occasions.  The  metal  is  sil- 
ver oxidized;  the  lettering  on  metal  parts 
is  black  or  white  celluloid,  and  is  a  hand- 
some and  attractive  badge  in  every  re- 
spect. On  the  top  title  bar  is  name  and 
number  of  lodge  and  on  the  lower  bar 
name  of  officer  or  member,  while  the 
medallion  shows  the  emblem  of  the  Or- 
ganization in  colors  on  celluloid. 

The  price  of  these  badges  is  for  set  of 
ten  officers' badges,  |7;  members'  badges, 
76  cents  each  singly,  or  $8.40  per  dozen, 
when  ordered  in  dozen  lots.  Address  ali 
orders  to  SAMUEL  J.  PBGG. 

Vanol  6ldg.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

^  This  is  an  lllusiraHon 

OF  OUR 


NEW  FOB 


%  SIZE 

The  Medallion  is  ox- 
idized silver  finish 
with  the  handcar  ex- 
ecuted in  colors  on 
celluloid.  The  strap 
is  calf  especially 
prepared  for  fob- 
straps.    The  price  is 

40g  Each 

or  $4.00  per  dozen 
by  registered  mail. 

Address  all  orders  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PE66, 

Secy.-Treas. 

Vanol  Bldg.,  3900  Olive  St 
S"t.    Louis,    \fo. 
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St.  Louis,  Mo.,  August  1,  1911 


Subflcription  Price 
fl.OO  Per  Year. 


EDITORIAL. 


AH  railways  operating  in  Missouri 
will,  commencing  July  14,  1911,  pay 
their  employes  twice  each  month  in 
full,  each  15  days.  This  affects  the 
following  railways:  M.,  K.  &  T., 
Wabash,  Missouri  Pacific,  Iron 
Mountain,  St.  L.  and  S.  W.,  Alton, 
The  Santa  Fe,  Burlington,  The 
Ouincy,  Omaha  &  Kansas  City,  Chi- 
cago Great  Western,  Rock  Island, 
The  St.  Paul,  and  St.  Joseph  & 
Grand  Island  Railways. 

It  is  expected  pay  day  will  be  on 

the  5th  and  20th  of  each  month,  thus 

chiving   five  days  for  clerical  work 

and   transmission-  of  pay  rolls  and 

checks. 

»o^ — 

To  the  Members  of  the  I.  B.  of  M. 

of  W.  E.: 

The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad 
is  in  want  of  a  half  dozen  competent 
section  foremen.  Wages  $60.00  per 
month.  If  any  of  our  brothers  know 
of  a  good  man  looking  for  a  position 
in  West  Virginia,  have  him  make 
an  application  td  R.  F.  Severs,  Divi- 
sion Engineer,  Hinton,  W.  Va.,  or 
Brother  W.  B.  Nichols,  Hinton, 
W.  Va. 


DUTY. 

In  all  walks  of  life,  all  people, 
men,  women  and  children  have  their 
duties  to  perform.  Some  are  more 
exacting  than  others,  but  in  only 
one  instance  that  I  know  of  arc 
duties  more  exacting  than  on  a  mod- 
ern railway  and  that  is  in  the  army 
and  navy  during  actual  warfare.  The 
first  duty  taught  in  either  the  army, 
navy  or  railroad  service  is  a  prompt 
obedience  to  orders,  and  in  either 
case  a  prompt  obedience  is  abso- 
lutely imperative,  often  a  matter  of 
life  and  death.  Very  few  people  out- 
side of  the  service  realize  the  im- 
portance of  this  duty,  while  nearly 
everybody  knows  that  disobedience 
of  orders  in  the  army  and  navy  dur- 
ing warfare  means  death,  to  the  rail- 
road man  it  means  dismissal  and  the 
knowledge  that  he  is  a  failure,  with 
perhaps  a  trial  before  a  judge  and 
jury  for  criminal  negligence  and  a 
long  term  of  iqjprisonment  staring 
him  in  the  face.  That  we  do  not 
often  hear  or  read  of  cases  of  this 
kind  is  to  the  credit  of  the  training, 
of  our  railro?.d  men  and  the  invari- 
able practice  of  a  prompt  obedience 
of  orders.     This  rule  applies  to  the 
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Maintenance  of  Way  Department 
just  as  fully  as  to  the  train  or  loco- 
motive department.  An  order  or  in- 
struction is  given  by  the  General 
Manager  and  is  promptly  transmit- 
ted down  the  line  through  the  vari- 
ous officials  to  the  man  who  is  to 
execute  the  work  and  from  him  to 
his  men.  To  the  outsider,  this  may 
appear  like  a  slow,  tortuous  method, 
but  it  is  not;  so  intricate  and  com- 
plete is  the  system  that  within  a  few 
hours  after  the  General  Manager  has 
decided  to  do  a  certain  work,  the 
order  has  gone  forth  and  the  work 
is  started  and  pushed  to  completion 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  foreman 
in  charge  is  most  happy  with  his 
work  when  he  can  wire  his  Road- 
master  :  "Worked  at ;  fin- 
ished O.  K.  for  traffic,"  and  signs 
his  name.  The  Roadmaster  at  once 
wires  the  Superintendent  and  the 
Silperintendent  the  General  Super- 
intendtent  or  Traffic  Manager,  and 
he  forwards  it  on  to  the  General 
Manager,  by  whom  the  original  or- 
der was  given;  and  until  the  fore- 
man's wire  is  sent  each  of  the  of- 
ficials through  whose  hands  this  or- 
der passed  to  do  the  work,  has  a 
notation  on  his  desk  and  the  original 
order,  which  is  now  marked  com- 
pleted, dated  and  filed  away,  so  that 
the  young  foreman  should  realize 
fully  the  responsibilities  of  his  posi- 
tion, and  although  he  may  be  located 
at  some  out-of-the-way  place  where 
he  is  rarely  visited  by  aiiy  of  the 
officials,  his  work  is  just  as  impor- 
tant and  just  as  much  in  evidence 
to  the  officials  as  the  man  who  does 
his  work  in  full  view  of  the  General 
Manager.  Therefore,  your  first  duty 
is  a  prompt  and  cheerful  obedience 
to  orders.  Expedite  and  push  your 
work  to  completion.  See  that  every 
detail  of  it  is  properly  done,  and  as 
soon  as  completed  promptly  report 
same  to  your  Roadmaster  or  Super- 
visor. 


A  SUBJECT  FOR  DISCUSSION. 


For  several  reasons  the  dates  now 
named  as  the  dues  paying  period, 
namely,  January  Sth  and  July  5th 
of  each  year  is  not  as  convenient 
as  another  date  would  be.  For  in- 
stance, we  have  Christmas  and  New 
Year's  close  to  the  January  Sth  pay- 
ment and  at  these  festive  seasons 
everybody  is  buying  little  extras  for 
presents.  This,  with  the  expenses 
on  account  of  the  festivities,  makes 
the  cash- short  for  dues  and  assess- 
ments. The  midsummer  payment 
following  immediately  after  July  1st 
in  Canada  and  July  4th  in  the  United 
States,  when  everybody  nearly  is 
spending  more  or  less  on  their  out- 
ing, leaves  the  cash  short  for  the 
dues  and  assessments  again.  I  will 
suggest  that  each  lod^e  discuss  this 
matter  among  their  members,  and  if 
it  were  left  to  me,  I  would  recom- 
mend as  a  substitute  period  for  the 
payment  of  dues,  March  Sth  and 
September  Sth,  as  these  dates  are 
one  or  more  pay  days  distant  from 
the  holiday  seasons,  and  it  would 
enable  the  summer  man  to  cover  the 
time  of  his  employment  by  one 
working  card  in  one  term,  from 
March  Sth  to  September  Sth.  Dur- 
ing the  present  dues  paying  period 
our  staflF  at  headquarters  have  suf- 
fered very  much  from  the  intense 
heat  that  has  prevailed  pretty  much 
over  the  entire  continent.  If  the 
dates  were  changed,  the  busy  season 
in  the  summer  would  be  when  the 
weather  was  more  moderate. 
•<y 


CAUSE  OF  THE  DELAY. 


Last  month  our  members  com- 
plained that  they  ^id  not  receive 
the  Advocate  on  tin^e  and  an  ex- 
explanation  is  due  them.  The  delay 
was  caused  by  a  wreck  on  the  rail- 
way which  was  bringing  the  paper 
to   Saint    Louis  for   the  Advocate- 
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One  of  the  cars  in  which  this  paper 
was  shipped  was  ditched  in  an  acci- 
dent and  the  paper  had  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  another  car,  when  the  bal- 
ance of  the  wreck  had  been  cleared 
up,  and  did  not  reach  Saint  Louis 
until  after  the  4th.  Consequently, 
the  issue  was  delayed.  The  contrac- 
tor has  promised  that  this  will  not 
occur  again  and  that  he  will  keep  a 
sufficient  supply  of  paper  on  hand, 
ordering  a  month  or  more  in  ad- 
vance of  the  time  the  paper  will  be 
required.  The  Advocate  is  supposed 
to  be  mailed  between  the  first  and 
third  day  of  each  month,  and  will 
be  in  the  future,  barring  accidents. 
•  o» 

A  telegraph  pole  had  been  partly 
washed  out  and  was  leaning  toward 
the  track,  being  held  in  place  by  the 
telegraph  wires  strung  on  the  cross- 
arms.  The  attention  of  the  section 
foreman  was  called  to  it  and  he  re- 
plied :  "That  belongs  to  the  tele- 
graph department;  the  line  repairer 
will  fix  it  when  he  comes  along." 

A  freight  train  was  waiting  on  the 
siding  for  another  train  to  pass.  On 
one  of  the  cars  the  casting  on  one 
corner  at  the  top  of  the  side  door 
that  supported  the  door  on  rail,  al- 
lowing it  to  be  opened  or  closed,  had 
become  loosened.  The  jolting  of  the 
train  misplaced  the  door  casting  and 
it  had  to  hang  by  one  corner  only. 
A  brakeman  at  the  rear  of  the  train 
was  advised  of  it  and  with  a  scowl 
as  much  as  to  say,  it  is  none  of  your 
business,  he  replied:  **I  will  attend 
to  it  in  a  minute,"  but  before  it  had 
received  his  attention,  the  other 
train  pulled  past  before  his  train 
pulled  out. 

Seven  miles  away  the  flagman  had 
been  sent  around  a  sharp  curve  with 
instructions  to  flag  and  stop  all 
trains  after  this  particular  freight 
had  passed  him  to  enable  the  gang 
to  make  some  repairs  to  the  track. 

The  flagman  at  his  post  stepped 
aside  as  the  freight  train  was  pass- 


ing him  and  just  as  this  particular 
car  passed,  the  door  was  torn  loose 
from  the  remaining  casting  and  fell 
to  the  ground,  striking  the  watch- 
man and  rending  him  unconscious. 
This  fact  was  not  noticed  by  any 
of  the  men  on  the  train  as  it  passed. 

As  soon  as  the  freight  had  passed 
them,  the  foreman  who  could  not 
see  his  flagman  on  account  of  the 
curve,  but  knowing  him  to  be  re- 
liable and  trustworthy  and  that  he 
thoroughly  understood  his  instruc-^ 
tions,  at  once  proceeded  to  take  out 
a  fail  and  do  the  work  he  had  irt 
hand. 

A  special  passenger  train  followed 
the  freight  one-half  hour  later  and 
passed  by  without  noticeing  the  un- 
conscious flagman  and  speeded 
around  the  curve,  coming  in  view  of 
the  gang  at  work  making  repairs. 
The  foreman  at  once  discovered  that 
the  train  was  coming  and  he  rushed 
toward  it,  frantically  waving  his 
arms  signaling  the  train  to  stop  and 
his  signals  were  at  once  seen  by  the 
engineer  who  applied  the  air  brake 
in  emergency  stopping  the  train  only 
after  the  pony  truck  and  lifting  driv- 
er had  left  the  end  of  the  rails. 

Explanations  followed  and  the 
foreman  with  the  train  crew  went 
back  beyond  the  curve  and  discov- 
ered the  feet  of  the  flagman  protrud- 
ing from  under  the  car  door.  This 
was  at  once  lifted  oflf  and  the  flag- 
man carried  over  to  the  passenger 
train  more  dead  than  alive,  and  re- 
ceived such  attention  as  could  be  af- 
forded. The  engine  was  soon  re- 
placed on  the  rails,  repairs  made  and 
the  train  went  on  its  way. 

This  is  a  true  story  and  shows 
how  the  indifference  of  an  employe 
often  causes  results  they  had  never 
dreamt  possible  and  points  to  a 
moral,  that  no  matter  to  what  de- 
partment the  trouble  belongs,  it  i^ 
the  duty  of  men  in  every  department 
when  they  see  anything  wrong  to. 
remedy  it  temporarily  at  least. 
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GOOD  NEWS. 


President  Lowe  has  just  returned 
to  headquarters  after  an  absence  so 
prolonged  that  he  thought  possibly 
he  might  need  a  mutual  friend  to  in- 
troduce him  to  the  staff  here. 

He  met  the  Joint  Protective  Board 
of  the  C.  P.  R.  System  Division  with 
General  Chairman  Dorey  at  Mon- 
treal, was  present  at  his  son's  wed- 
ding to  one  of  Windsor's  finest 
young  ladies,  advised  with  Vice- 
President  Powell  and  General  Chair- 
man Borom  of  the  Central  of  Geor- 
gia at  Savannah  and  had  one  of  the 
most  pleasing  incidents  of  his  career 
at  Augusta,  Ga. 

Chairman  Ivey  and  associates  on 
the  Committee  had  been  in  confer- 
ence with  the  management  in  June, 
but  failing  to  secure  a  reduction  in 
the  long  hours  of  work,  namely, 
from  sunrise  to  sunset  and  failing 
also  to  secure  what  they  considered 
a  fair  increase  in  their  rate  of  pay, 
they  wired  the  President  to  meet 
with  them  in  Augusta  to  confer  with 
the  management  on  July  17th.  To 
the  intense  pleasure  of  President 
Lowe,  General  Roadmaster  Robin- 
son to  whom  General  Manager 
Scott  had  given  a  free  hand  to  make 
a  settlement,  consented  to  a  ten- 
hour  day.  From  April  to  October, 
work  will  begin  at  6  a.  m.  on  leav- 
ing and  end  at  5  p.  m.  on  returning 
to  headquarters,  with  an  hour  for 
dinner,  and  in  other  months,  end  at 
4 :30  with  a  half  hour  for  dinner. 

A  substantial  increase  was  given 
to  B.  &  B.  men,  four  apprentices  in 
each  Supervisor's  division  being  add- 
ed to  the  schedule  and  a  flat  increase 
of  $5.00  per  month,  effective  June  1st 
to  all  track  foremen. 

Nothing  in  the  president's  con- 
nection with  committee  work  has 
pleased  him  more  than  this  reduc- 
tion of  the  hours  of  labor,  giving  the 
tine  long  evenings  to  the  husband 
and  father  to  enjoy  the  companion- 
ship of  his  loved  ones  and  giving 


young  bachelors,  like  Committeeman 
Simpson,  time  to  go  a-courting.  Like 
all  our  other  committees,  these  con- 
cessions were  given  with  the  good- 
will of  the  officials  and  they  parted 
with  mutual  expressions  of  good- 
will with  General  Roadmaster  Rob- 
inson and  their  genial  superinten- 
dent, Mr.  Brand. 

Get  busy,  boys,  and  prove  the 
truth  of  our  contention  that  more 
and  better  work  can  be  done  in  a 
ten-hour  day  than  in  a  "sun  to  sun" 

period. 

•<>-• 

THE   CANADIAN    PACIFIC 
ITINERARY. 


An  itinerary  is  being  made  over 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  C.  P.  R. 
that  is,  on  lines  east  of  Port  Arthur, 
beginning  at  the  extreme  east  by 
General  Chairman  Dorey  and  Vice- 
President  Irwin.  They  bepn  with 
a  meeting  on  the  23rd  inst.  at  Wood- 
stock and  wind  up  at  Allison  on  the 
18th  of  August.  Further  meetings 
will  be  held  west  from  Ottawa  to 
Port  Arthur  and  an  itinerary  sent 
out  later. 

Meantime  Chairman  Dorey  has  re- 
ceived a  notice  of  revision  of  lines 
west  of  Port  Arthur  and  has  called 
the  Board  together  to  meet  in  Win- 
nipeg in  September. 

Settlement  was  made  for  the  east- 
ern lines  on  the  basis  of  the  rules  of 
1907  as  amended,  much  the  same  as 
for  the  C.  N.  west  of  Port  Arthur, 
and  while  there  is  a  slight  reduction 
in  the  rate  of  pay,  the  amount  com- 
ing to  us  in  the  aggregate  will  be 
more  under  the  present  rate  than 
under  the  raise  given  in  the  award 
as  interpreted  by  the  company. 

In  addition,  the  old  cordial  rela- 
tions are  to  be  resumed,  the  sections 
shortened  and  all  hands  replaced  on 
them.  No  rent  to  be  charged  on  the 
Superior  Division  as  before,  and 
other  rents  which  have  been  in- 
creased to  be  brought  back  to  the 
old  rates. 
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Men  in  Maine,  to  whom,  of  course, 
an  award  given  by  virtue  of  an  Act 
of  the  Canadian  Government  could 
not  apply,  or  at  least  was  not  ap- 
plied by  the  company,  all  these  men 
get  the  same  increase  now  as  has 
been  given  to  their  comrades  in 
Canada. 

The  rates  for  the  section  men  of 
the  Superior  Division  are  the  same 
as  in  the  award.  These  are  a  few 
of  the  changes  among  several  others 
which  the  Vice-President  and  Gen- 
eral Chairman  will  explain  to  our 
members  in  these  meetings,  which, 
it  is  hoped,  will  be  well  attended. 
Should  Chairman  Dorey's  services 
be  required  elsewhere  before  the 
itinerary  is  complete.  Brother  Irwin 
wilf  be  present  at  each  meeting 
which  has  been  called. 

No  greater  sacrifices  are  required 
to  be  made  by  anyone  than  have 
been  made  by  members  of  the  Board, 
and  they  having  set  the  good  exam- 
ple of  making  the  sacrifice  that  was 
necessary  in  the  interest  of  the 
greatest  good  of  the  greatest  num- 
ber, undoubtedly,  their  excellent  ex- 
ample will  appeal  to  all  our  reason- 
able men  and  there  are  no  men  more 
reasonable  and  fair-minded  than 
ours. 


REDRESS  OF  GRIEVANCES. 


Almost  every  month  some  brother 
writes  to  the  president  to  have  him 
promptly  redress  an  alleged  griev- 
ance. Once  more,  let  me  point, 
brothers,  to  the;  proper  method  of 
doing  this  work  through  the  ma- 
chinery provided  by  the  constitution, 
as  seen  in  rules  governing  the  Pro- 
tective Department,  pages  40  to  47, 
and  more  especially,  page  42  and 
sections  11  and  12,  also  in  General 
Instructions,  pages  47-48.  By  at- 
tending to  these  plain  instructions, 
members  will  save  time  and  have 
their  troubles  more  promptly  attend- 
ed to.  A  brother  recently  wrote  in 
whose  alleged  grievance  occurred  a 


year  previously.  It  is  a  question 
whether  if  a  member  is  so  indiflfer-, 
ent  over  what  he  considers  a  griev- 
ance that  he  allows  a  year  to  lapse 
before  taking  any  steps  to  adjust  it, 
it  is  not  too  stale  to  handle.  Before 
moving  in  a  grievance,  a  lodge 
should  use  all  diligence  to  make  sure 
there  is  a  genuine  case.  A  commit- 
tee wastes  its  prestige  and  influence 
by  taking  up  cases  where  the  party 
should  be  told  to  take  his  medicine 
or  by  urging  as  a  right  what  could 
only  be  asked  for  as  a  matter  of  len- 
iency. 

.-o-* 

CONVENTION  CALL. 


Trades  and  Labor  Congress  of 
Canada. 


Office  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer, 
112  Florence  Street. 

Ottawa,  Ont,  July  10, 1911. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of 
Provincial  Federations  of  Labor, 
Trades  and  Labor  Councils,  Na- 
tional Trade  Unions,  Federal  La- 
bor Unions  and  International  Lo- 
cal Trades  Unions  in  the  Domin- 
ion of  Canada,  Greeting: — 
Fellow  Labor  Unionists  and  Broth- 
ers: 

The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Ses- 
sion of  the  Trades  and  Labor  Con- 
gress of  Canada  will  convene  in 
Paget  Hall,  Seventh  Avenue,  East, 
Calgary,  Province  of  Alberta,  begin- 
ning at  10  o'clock,  Monday  morning, 
September  11th,  1911,  and  will  con- 
tinue in  session  from  day  to  day  un- 
til the  business  of  the  convention 
has  been  completed. 

This  meeting  promises  to  be  one 
of  exceptional  interest  to  the  organ- 
ized  labor  bodies  of  Canada  because 
of  the  many  important  matters  that 
will  come  before  it  for  consideration. 
Each  year  has  witnesed  a  wonder- 
ful growth  in  the  intricacy  and  dif- 
ficulty of  the  problems  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Congress,  and  the  Cal- 
gary Convention  will  be  easily  first 
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in  this  respect.    Among  the  subjects 
to  be  discussed  are  the  following; 

1.  Dominion  and  Provincial  Leg- 
islation. 

2.  The  Immigration  Laws. 

3.  The  Eight-hour  Bill. 

4.  Payment  of  wages  on  railways, 
fortnightly. 

5.  The  Winnipeg  Street  Railway 
strike. 

6.  The  Western  Coal  Miners'  diffi- 
culty, as  well  as  the  strikes  in  Nova 
Scotia. 

7.  The  work  of  the  Provincial 
Fedefations,  notably  that  of  British 
Columbia. 

8.  Abolition  of  Chinese  tax  and 
substitution  of  agreement  or  under- 
standing, as  with  Japan. 

9.  "Imperial"  Labor  Exchanges. 

10.  The  arrest  of  McNamara. 

11.  Non-observance  of  municipal 
fair  wage  clauses. 

12.  The  attempt  upon  the  part  of 
Russia  to  secure  the  surrender  of 
Federenko. 

13.  The  judgment  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  in  the  Gom- 
pers'  case. 

In  addition  to  these,  there  are 
many  other  matters  of  vital  and  ev- 
ery-day  interest  to  the  workers.  It 
is  of  the  utmost  importance,  there- 
fore, that  every  affiliated  body 
should  be  well  represented. 

In  summoning  this  Convention, 
your  Executive  Council  cannot  too 
strongly  emphasize  the  necessity  of 
a  large  representation  of  delegates 
at  Calgary.  Times  are  progressing 
and  the  Labor  Movement  must  im- 
bibe some  of  the  freshness  and  vigor 
that  animate  our  Western  brothers. 
The  problems  of  the  movement  are 
becoming  more  complex  and  require 
the  best  efforts  of  the  best  minds. 
Fraternally  yours, 

WM.  GLOCKLING,  Pres. 

GUSTAVE  FRANCQ,  V.-P. 

P.  M.  DRAPER,  Secy.-Treas. 

Executive    Council,    Trades   and 
Labor  Congress  of  Canada. 


C.  &  Y.  &  M.  V.  RAILWAYS. 
C.  RAILWAYS. 


A  circular  issued  by  President 
Lowe  askinji  those  interested  mem- 
bers of  the  J.  P.  B.'s,  secretaries  ot 
lodges,  or  grand  lodge  members  in- 
terested in  the  matter  to  show  by 
their  preference  whom  they  desired 
for  General  Chairman,  shows  by  a 
small  but  unanimous  vote  to  be  in 
favor  of  Brother  T.  J.  O'Donncll, 
who  is,  therefore,  being  declared 
elected  by  the  Grand  President  as 
General  Chairman  of  the  above 
roads.  His  address  is  T.  J.  O'Don- 
nell,  Hernando,  Mississippi. 

Organizers  are  being  placed  upon 
the  L  C.  and  it  is  hoped  that  all 
hands  will  loyally  co-operate  in  tr}- 
ing  to  put  the  road  in  good  shape  so 
that  the  lodges  can  appoint  ItKal 
grievance  committees  whose  chair- 
men will,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done, 
be  called  together  to  meet  Brotrcr 
0*Donnell,  frame  a  schedule,  elect 
officers  and  do  such  other  business 
as  may  be  required. 

If  all  hands  on  the  L  C.  will  wake 
up  and  each  do  what  he  can  to  put 
himself  and  his  neighbor  in  good 
standing,  this  should  not  be  a  work 
of  any  great  time,  but  unless  you 
brothers  attend  to  it,  matters  can 
only  drag  along  in  the  unsatisfactory 
way  in  which  they  have  done  in  the 
past.  Get  a  hustle  on,  brothers,  and 
give  Brother  O^Donnell  a  chance  to 
show  what  he  can  do  tor  you  in  the 
way  of  helping  you  to  help  yourself. 


~»o«- 


SOUTHERN  RAILWAY  CHAIR- 
MANSHIP. 


Bro.  M.  Johnson,  General  Chair- 
man of  the  Southern  Railway,  hav- 
ing resigned  the  chairmansiiip  of  the 
Southern  Railway,  Vice-Chairman 
Langley  is  filling  the  pcsiliun. 
Brother  Johnson  did  excellent  vrk 
as  Chairman  and  by  his  conservative 
methods  did  very  much,  not  only  to 
im2)rove  conditions  for  the  crci?  but 
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to  increase  the  prestige  and  power 
for  usefulness  of  thj  organization 
and  the  Joint  Protective  Board  of 
the  Southern  System  Division.  But 
the  time  had  come,  when,  in  the  in- 
terests of  all  concerned  ,a  General 
Chairman  should  give  his  whole 
time  to  the  interest  of  the  employes 
of  our  craft.  It  was  quite  impossible 
that  a  foreman  in  charge  of  import- 
ant bridge  work  and  only  having 
such  spare  time  as  he  could  snatch 
nights  or  Sundays  or  on  occasional 
short  periods  from  the  work  com- 
mitted to  him,  could  pronkptly  ad- 
just grievances,  visit  lodges  or  meet 
men  here,  there  and  everywhere  as 
necessity  arose.  Hence,  the  wisdc-m 
of  securing  for  Chairman  Lar.i^ley 
leave  of  absence  and  transportation 
and  having  him  devote  his  whole 
time  to  the  business. 

Now,  let  all  hands  give  him  their 
hearty  and  loyal  co-operation  and 
keep  up  the  stimulus  given  to  the 
good  work  of  your  Joint  Protective 
Board  under  the  term  of  Brother 
Johnson. 

Chairman  Langley's  address  is: 

D.  P.  Langley, 

Childersburg,  Alabama. 
*<ym 

The  following  is  a  clipping  from 
the  Labor  Gazette  of  June  1911. 

Dispute  Between  Michigan  Central 
Railroad  Company  and  Mainten- 
ance of  Way  Employes — Settle- 
ment Reached  Through  the  Good 
Offices  of  the  Department  of  La- 
bor. 

On  May  3,  the  Department  of  La- 
bor was  informed  that  as  a  result  of 
orders  issued  on  April  28,  by  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  company 
directing  a  reduction  of  10  cents  per 
day  in  the  wages  of  its  maintenance- 
of-way  employes  a  number  of  the 
section  men  affected  on  the  com- 
pany's lines  in  Canada,  refused  to 
accept  the  lower  rates  of  remunera- 
tion and  had  ceased  work.  On  May 
20,  application  was  made  to  the  De- 


partment of  Labor  on  behalf  of  the 
section  men  concerned,  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Board  of  Concilia- 
tion and  Investigation  under  the  In- 
dustrial Disputes  Investigation  Act, 
to  which  the  matters  at  issue  be- 
tween the  company  and  its  employes 
should  be  referred  for  adjustment. 
It  was  claimed  on  behalf  of  the  em- 
ployes that  the  reduction  of  wages 
had  been  made  without  proper  no- 
tice, and  in  violation  of  the  provis- 
sions  of  the  Industrial  Disputes  In- 
vestigation Act  in  this  respect.  The 
application  was  not  entirely  in  form 
and  whilst  communications  were 
proceeding  between  the  Department 
and  the  employes  on  these  points, 
Mr.  E.  H.  Williams,  an  official  of 
the  department,  was  instructed  to 
proceed  to  St.  Thomas,  Ont.,  to  con- 
fer with  the  parties  concerned  and 
to  report  on  the  circumstances  ot 
the  dispute  for  the  Minister's  infor- 
mation. 

As  a  result  of  the  interviews 
which  Mr.  Williams  had  with  the 
officials  of  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad  company,  it  was  stated  by 
the  latter  that  the  railway  man^e- 
ment  had  not  been  previously  aware 
of  the  requirements  of  Section  57, 
of  the  Industrial  Disputes  Investi- 
gation Act  concerning  proposed 
changes  in  conditions  of  employ- 
ment as  to  wages  and  hours.  Later, 
it  was  announced  by  the  company, 
as  a  result  of  the  information  placed 
before  them  ty  the  department,  that 
the  rates  of  wages  paid  section  men 
before  the  change  should  be  restored 
and  the  former  employes  reinstated 
if  they  so  desired.  The  rates  ol 
wages  restored  by  the  company's  or- 
ders were  $1.65  per  day  for  yard  sec- 
tion men  and  $1.60  for  section  men 
along  the  line.  The  scale  of  wages 
in  question  is  that  which  had  pre- 
vailed on  the  Michigan  Central  lines 
in  Canada  between  May  1,  1910,  and 
April  30,  1911.  The  number  of  em- 
ployes concerned  was  understood  to 
be  between  1,200  and  1,400. 
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On  May  27,  a  resolution  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms  was  adopted  at  a  meet- 
ing of  Michigan  Central  Mainten- 
ance-of-way  Employes  in  St.  Thom- 
as :  "Resolved,  That  we,  the  section 
men  employed  on  the  Canadian  lines 
of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad,  in 
meeting  assembled,  desire  to  place 
on  record  our  approval  of  the  Indus- 
trial Disputes'  Invostiiialion  Act 
1907,  as  a  means  M  satisfactory  set- 
tlement of  disputes  without  strike 
nr  lockout,  and  desire,  further,  to 
tliank  tlae  Department  of  Labor  for 
its  prompt  action  in  sending  so  ca- 
pable an  officer  of  the  Department 
to  aid  in  restoring  the  very  pleasant 
relationship  existing  previous  to 
May  1,  between  the  above  company 
and  its  section  men. 

(Sgd.)  JACOB  MORS,  Chair. 

(Sgd.)  F.  CHINN,  Secy. 
•  o» 
A  STATEMENT. 


ciation.  Citizens'  Alliances,  detec- 
tive agencies  and  a  hostile  press, 
t)rought  their  every  influence  to 
bear  and  appropriated  every  avail- 
able circumstance  to  bulwark  and  fix 


Washington,   D.   C 

July  27,  1911. 
To  All  Workers: 

For  right  !■  rlffht.  since  God  is  God, 

And  riffht  th«  day  mutt  win; 
To  doubt  would  be  diiloyalty. 

To  falter  would  be  n\n. 

— Faber. 

From  Los  Angeles  last  October 
came  the  news  that  a  terrible  catas- 
trophe had  occurred  in  that  city — 
that  the  Los  Angeles  Times  build- 
ing had  been  destroyed,  with  the 
loss  of  a  number  of  lives.  The  first 
word  spoken^  even  before  the  flames 
liad  completed  their  destruction,  by 
the  emissaries  of  the  Times,  con- 
tained positive  declarations  that  or- 
Q^anized  labor  was  responsible  for 
the  disaster.  Qualifying  statements 
were  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 
Wide  publicity  was  given,  warped 
and  unsupported  allegations  against 
the  organized  workmen  of  the  en- 
tire country  were  featured,  vast 
sums  of  money  were  dangled  in  the 
faces  of  unscrupulous  men  to  fasten 
the  crime  upon  some  member  or 
members  of  the  trade  unions.  The 
National  Manufacturers'  Associa- 
tion, flanked  by  the  Erectors'  Asso- 


J.     J.     McNAMARA. 

in  the  public  mind  a  mental  atti- 
tude that  the  charges  made  against 
organized  labor  had  been  proven 
beyond  the  peradventure  of  a  doubt. 
The  authors  of  the  charge,  after 
months  of  intrigue  and  searching 
investigations,  utterly  failed  to  sub- 
stantiate the  flamboyant  and  posi- 
tive accusations  that  had  been  made. 
The  public  mind  was  slowly  emerg- 
ing from  the  hypnotic  spell  in  which 
it  had  been  enveloped  and  mutter- 
ings  of  suspicion  began  to  be  heard 
against  the  originators  of  the  indict- 
ments against  labor  men.  The  posi- 
tion  of  the  hostile  employers'  asso- 
ciations became  exceedingly  desper- 
ate. The  Times  management,  with 
its  years  of  relentless  warfare 
against  humanity,  fearing  that  its 
Belshazzar  feast  of  organized  la- 
bor's blood  was  about  to  be  denied, 
redoubled  its  efforts,  and  demanded 
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that  a  sacrifice  must  be  furnished 
that  its  unholy  appetite  might  be 
appeased,  specifying  that  some  un- 
ion workman  or  workmen  must  be 
supplied  to  assuage  its  unnatural 
and  abnormal  hunger. 

The  record  of  events  is  too  well 
known  to  make  it  necessary  to  re- 
count them  in  detail.  That  "the 
end  justifies  the  means"  became  the 
slogan,  is  patent.  With  all  the 
forces  of  greed  compactly  joined, 
there  began  a  campaign  of  vandal- 
ism the  like  of  which  has  never  be- 
fore found  lodgment  on  the  pages 
of  our  American  Republic's  history. 
A  prominent  member  of  union  la- 
bor was  selected,  J.  J.  McNamara. 
and  one  at  whom  the  finger  of  sus- 
picion had  never  before  pointed, 
whose  life  had  been  characterized 
by  an  uprightness  of  purpose  and 
loyalty  to  the  cause  of  labor,  and 
whose  activities  in  every  walk  had 
drawn  to  him  the  commendation  of 
his  fellows.  To  give  the  stage  the 
proper  setting  and  to  involve  other 
trades  than  the  ironworkers,  J.  B. 
McNamara,  the  brother,  was  select- 
ed for  the  sacrifice. 

With  intrigue,  falsehood  and  an 
utter  disregard  for  all  forms  of  law, 
applying  individual  force,  conniving 
with  faithless  officials,  the  two  Mc- 
Namaras  were  rushed  in  feverish 
haste  to  the  scene  of  the  alleged 
crime.  The  rights  of  these  two  men 
have  been  trampled  upon,  willfully, 
flagrantly  and  wantonly. 

Every  man,  even  the  meanest, 
under  the  constitutional  guarantees 
of  our  country,  is  entitled  to  a  trial 
by  a  jury  of  his  peers,  and  every 
man  is  presumed  to  be  innocent  un- 
til proven  guilty.  Thus  far  the  pro- 
ceedings have  been  outside  the  pale 
of  those  guarantees.  The  charge 
has  been  lodged  against  organized 
labor,  and  two  of  its  members  are 
now  before  the  bar  to  answer  to 
these  charges.  What  is  the  duty 
of  the  organized  labor  movement? 
"What  shall  be  our  course?     What 


efforts  shall  we  put  forth  to  see  to 
it  that  justice  shall  finally  obtain? 

The  intellect,  heart  and  soul  of 
the  men  of  labor  yield  to  no  body 
or  class  of  citizens  in  their  fidelity 
in  obedience  to  the  law,  and  their 
history  is  replete  with  instances  of 
sacrifice  that  humanity  may  be  pro- 
tected. If  within  the  ranks  of  la- 
bor there  are  those  who  commit  in- 
fractions of  the  law,  then  they 
should  be  punished,  but  there  should 
not  be  instituted  a  double  standard 
of  justice — one  for  the  wealthy 
malefactor  and  another  for  the 
workman. 

The  organized  labor  movement 
believes  that  the  McNamaras  are 
innocent.  Upon  that  belief  there 
devolves  upon  us  another  duty.  The 
accused  men  are  workmen,  without 
means  of  their  own  to  provide  a 
proper  defense.  The  assault  is  made 
against  organized  labor  equally 
with  the  McNamaras.  If  we  are 
true  to  the  obligations  we  have  as- 
sumed, if  it  is  hoped  to  forever  set- 
tle this  system  of  malicious  prose- 
cution of  the  men  of  labor,  our  duty 
is  plain. 

Funds  must  be  provided  to  insure 
a  fair  and  impartial  trial.  Eminent 
counsel  has  been  engaged.  Arrange- 
ments are  proceeding  that  a  proper 
defense  may  be  made.  The  great 
need  of  the  hour  is  money  with 
which  to  meet  the  heavy  drains  in- 
cident to  the  collection  of  evidence 
and  other  necessary  expense. 

Every  man  who  was  connected 
with  the  kidnapping  of  the  McNa- 
maras will  be  prosecuted  to  the  full 
limit  of  the  law.  It  is  proposed  that 
the  interests  of  organized  labor  shall 
be  fully  protected,  and  punishment 
meted  out  to  detective  agencies  that 
assume  to  be  superior  to  the  law. 
The  rights  of  the  men  of  labor  must, 
shall  be  preserved. 

The  men  of  labor,  unlike  the  hos- 
tile organizations  arrayed  against 
us,  have  not  vast  sums  of  wealth 
to  call  upon,  but  they  are  imbued 
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with  the  spirit  of  justice,  and  are 
ever  ready  to  make  sacrifice  for 
principle. 

The  trial  of  the  McNamaras  is 
set  to  commence  on  Oct.  10.  In 
the  name  of  justice  and  humanity 
all  members  of  our  organizations 
are  urgently  requested  to  contrib- 
ute as  liberally  as  their  abilities  will 
permit.  All  contributions  toward 
the  legal  defense  of  the  McNamara 
cases  and  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  kidnappers  should  be  transmit- 
ted as  soon  as  collected  to  Frank 
Morrison,  801-809  G  St.,  N.  W., 
Washington,  D.  C,  who  will  for- 
ward a  receipt  for  every  contribu- 
tion received  by  him,  and  after  the 
trials  a  printed  copy  of  the  contri- 
butions received,  together  with  the 
expense  incurred,  will  be  mailed  to 
-each  contributor. 

Fraternally, 
SAMUEL  GOMPERS, 
President   American   Federation   of 

Labor. 
FRANK  MORRISON, 

Secretary,  A.  F.  of  L. 

By  Order  of  the  McNamara  Ways 
and  Means  Committee. 


We  clip  the  following  from  the 
Detroit  Free  Press,  of  July  9th: 
*'The  wedding  of  Miss  Jean  New- 
comb,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Janet  New- 
comb,  107  A'ictoria  Ave.,  Windsor, 
Ont.,  and  William  Duflf  Lowe,  will 
be  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  mother.  Wednesdav  even- 
ing, July  12,  1911." 

The  W.  D.  Lowe  referred  to  is  the 
youngest  son  of  our  Grand  Presi- 
i':'t.  A.  B.  Lowe.  He  is  employed 
<jii  \Iq  staff  of  the  Collegiate  Insti- 
tute at  Windsor. 

I  lis  many  friends  and  all  our  read- 
ers will,  I  am  sure,  join  with  the 
editor  in  wishing  the  young  couple 
bon  voyage  on  their  honeymoon 
with  an  abundance  of  health  and 
prosperity  for  their  future. 

The  following  sums  are  hereby 
acknowledged :  To  McNamara  fund, 


Chas.  Burns,  50  cents;  R.  O.  Tread- 
way,  25  cents. 

•-(>-• 

The  Degenerate. 

He  was  bred  of  blood  passion -polluted, 
We  was  born  in  iniquity's  sink, 
And  the  milk  that  he  nursed 
Was   diseased — and   accursed 
With  the  devillish  poison  of  drink; 
He  was  housed  in  a  hovel  of  squalor, 
We  was  reared  in  a  kennel  of  crime, 
And  his  infantile  feet 
Knew  the  muck  of  the  street— 
And  his  hands  and  his  heart  knew  its 
grime. 

What  Heredity  planned  without  pity 
And     Environment     shaped     without 
shame — 
What  e*en  God  on  His  throne 
Would  not  father  or  own! — 
That  unmoral,  mean  Thing  he  became: 
And  unguarded  he  preyed  on  his  feltows, 
And  ungoTerned  he  followed  his  lust 
So  the  sinewy  hand 
Of  the  Law  of  the  Land 
Held  him  down— with  his  face  In  the  dust 

A  Degenerate,  bestial  and  awful. 
How  he  groveled — yet  strove  to  eecape! 
And  the  bale  of  his  eyes 
And  his  half-human  cries 
Served  as  proof  of  the  Ancestral  Ape: 
And    the  World,   bent  on   business  aid 
pleasure. 
Turned  away — half -amused,  half- 
afraid!— 
From  the  sickening  sight 
or  the  malice  and  might 
Of  the  terrible  Thing  it  had  made. 
•^>-# 

The  man  of  forty  must  not  think  him- 
self old.  He  is  only  beginning  really  to 
live.  A  man's  usefulness  is  gone  only 
when  he  ceases  to  grow.  Age  is  not  * 
matter  of  increasing  years  so  mndi  as  of 
wanein3:  enthusiasm. — Milioatikee  JowrMl 


One  hundred  and  twenty  conductors  of 
the  Southern  Pacific,  from  points  te  m^ 
near  San  Francisco,  visited  New  Tori 
and  other  eastern  cities  as  guests  of  their 
employer.  ^  , 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


Lodges  Showing   the   Largest   In- 
crease. 


Last  month  13  lodges  shown  on 
this  page  initiated  232  new  mem- 
bers. This  month  12  lodges  have 
initiated  166  new  members.  The 
count  in  each  case  being  from  the 
19th  of  one  month  to  the  19th  of  the 
next. 


No. 


Name. 


Increase. 


27S Hoosac  Tunnel   26 

^84 Ottawa   26 

16^ Greater  Success 17 

1C6 Canyon 13 

466 ConnersvUle   13 

64 St.  Johnsbury  12 

88 Lynchburg   12 

78 West  Concord   ...10 

227 Reliance   10 

117 Elk  Valley  9 

136 Winchester    9 

281 Selma  9 

ToUl    166 

Organizers    Showing    the    Largest 
Percentage. 

Brother  E.  DeDecker  is  back  in 
harness  again  with  a  magnificent 
showing  this  month  of  155  new 
members.  Last  month  ten  or- 
ganizers initiated  483  new  members : 
this  month  eleven  organizers  initiat- 
ed 498  new  members. 

Name.  Mem. 

E.  De  Decker 155 

R.  B.  Farren 70 

E.  G.  Gashel 57 

A.  Bell  47 

J.  J.  Sullivan 29 

Geo.  Keays  28 

T.   C.    Powers 26 

H.  W.  Johnson 25 

A.   F.   Stout 25 

M.  J.  Powers 18 

W.  Wocks  18 


Individual  effort  is  still  doing 
good  work.  Twenty-one  names  were 
added  to  our  roll  credited  to  individ- 
ual effort. 

Name.  Address.  No- 

J.  W.  Johnson.  Bon  Air,  Tenn ♦ 

John  Avis,  Charing  Cross 2 

Jos.  V.  Hotchkiss,  Breedenburg.  Bask.  1 
Jos.  E.  Miller,  Kakabeka  Falls,  Ont ...  1 

N.  Polowy,   Mistatim,  Sask ^ 

J.  W.  Johnson,  Waynesboro,  Va 1 

Wm.  Carson,  Rossport,  Ont ^ 

Jos.  Monroe,  Brookneal,  Va. ^ 

A.  L.  Brinkley.  Suffolk,  Va 1 

C.  A.  R.  D.  Smith.  Nokomis,  Sasli        1 

C.  W.  Biarber,  Glacier,  B.  C ^ 

N.  Dugal,  Quebec,  Que ^ 

W.  R.  Fry,  Clemmons,  N.  C ^ 

J.  R.  Knight.  Day,  Fla ^ 

J.  A.  Dietrich,  Marathon,  Fla ^ 

B.  Soucie,  Revelstoke,  B.  C ^ 

W.  L.  Harrison,  Hayston.  Ga ^ 

New  Members  from  June  19,  1911.  f  M 
19,  1911. 

Canada    ^^^ 

United  States  ^•^ 

Total    ^'^^^ 

.-o^ — 

Prize  Winners. 

The  prize  winners  for  the  month 
of  July  are  as  follows: 

Members — Coquitlam,  B.  C,  M- 
H.     Page  471. 

Journal  Agent — Yita,  Man.,  Can. 
Page  466. 

Ladies — Clearwater,  S.  C,  Mrs. 
O.  P.  Morris.    Page  484. 

Girls— Lafayette,  Va.,  Belle  Car- 
ter.    Page  487. 

Boys— Roxboro,  N.  C,  Howard 
Swartz.     Page  479. 

Organizers — No^ompetjirion. 
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Grand    Lodge    Officers 


A.   B.   L«wt.   Orand  Prei..  Yanol  Bldg..   St.   Louis,  Mo. 

OBAND  7ICE-FBE8IDENT8. 
A.   F.  Stent  iTanboe.   Ont 
W.  8.  P«w«ll.  Bunl  HalL  N.  C. 
N.  J.  P«w«r«.  Vanol  Bldg.,  St  Louis.  Mo. 
N.  A.  Varfia.  889  N.  CenUal  Park  Ave..  Chicago.  HI. 
Ny.  Invla.  Box  156,  Portage  la  Prairie,  Man. 
See.  B.  Jeaatss.  Box  21.  South  Danbury.  N.  H. 
SaBMl  J.  Peifl.  Grand  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Mgr.  Of- 
ficial Organ.   Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
Jitfit  Wb.  Zaekritz.  Solicitor.  St   Louis,  Mo. 
J.  8.   EattMB.  Chaplain,   R.   F.  D.,   East  Thetford,  Vt 
Alex.  QIM,  Orand  Inner  Sentinel.  Vanol  Bldg.,  St  Louis. 
Waltsr  A.  SprtMer.  Orand  Outer  Sentinel,  Vanol  Bldg.. 


8L  Louie, 


LADIES'   AUXniABT  TO  THE  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
Mn.  Carm  B.  SaKli,  Orand  Preeident.  Canaan,  N.  H. 
Mr*.  Bee.  B.  Jeaaest.  Orand  Secretary-Treasurer,  Box  22. 
South  Danlmy.  N.  B. 


EXECUTTVB   COMMITTEE. 

W.   H.   Noyes.   Chairman.  86  Wright  Ate..   Toronto.   Ont 

George  Seal.  SeereUry.  Box  391,  Portage  la  Prairie.  Man. 

J.   E.  Smith.  LitUeton,  Mass. 

6.   H.  Flynt  408  GarreU  St.  Gteensboro.  N.  C 

T.  J.  0*Donnell.  Hernando,  Miss. 


Bell.  A. 
Bender,  Hy. 
Carr.  P.  C 
Chapman.  B.  O. 
DaTls,  J.  F. 
Gauthier,  Thos. 
Oeemaert.  Louis 
Oiblin.  J.   F. 
Graham.  S.  J. 


OBOANIZER& 
Gilliee,  J.  T. 
HulL  W.  H. 
Johnson,  H.  W. 
Keays,  Geo. 
Klrkwood.  P.  W. 
Layne.  J.  T. 
Powers.  T.  C. 
Peterson.  Chas. 
Blcdo.  8. 
Riley.  J.  A. 


Bobinson.  B. 
Stokes.  H.  B. 
Stuart  J.  P. 
SulllTan.  J.  J. 
Viens,  D.  N. 
Wilbur.  8. 
Wocks,  W. 
Wright  Gua 
Wynn,  C.  M. 


LIST  OF  GENERAL- CHATKMEN. 

A..  B.  Jk  A.~J.  D.  Holt.  O.  C  701  East  Magnolia  St, 
Fitagerald,  Oa.;  J.  K.  Bodgers.  Secretary.  Wray,  Oa. 
Banger  Jk  Arooetook— John  Turner  Jr.,  G.  C,  65  Franklin 
Ave..  Houlton.  Me.;  W.  S.  NeaL  Secretary.  Medford 
Oentrtw  Me. 
BoeCoB  &  Albany— Benjamin  Bennett,  G.  C.  Suite  8,  93 
BeMdere  St.  Boeton,  Mass.;  M.  J.  Powers,  Secretary, 
Box  48.  SottttaTllIe.  "Mass.  > 
B.  Jk  O.  8.-W.— Wm.  Teepe.  G'.  C.  B.   F.  D.   6.  North 
YenMm.   Ind.;  E.   D.   Sehleyer.   Seeretaiy,   505   OUto 
8t.  Chlllicothe.  Mo. 
B.   *   O.    ChL   Ter.   B.   R.— M.   B.    Oweo,   G.    C.   4581 

Sacramento  Ave..   Chicago,  HI. 
Baltimore  &  Ohio— W.  J.  Glenn.  Secretary,  415  Merdiant 
St.   Falrmount.  W.   Ta. 

i  Jk  Maine— R.  H.  Crawford.  G.  C,  Box  62,  Melrose, 

N.    T.:   W.    8.    Kenniston.    Secretary,    Na    4   B.   R. 
Sauare.  Concord.  N.  H. 
r»i»^««  Northern— F.  H.  FUoadal,  G.  a.  Box  294.  War- 
rosrt.  Minn.:  C.  Cunrer.  mre  of  E.  E.  Bu^'tanan.  K    ft 
B.  Dept,  C.  N.  By.,  Winnipeg,  Man.:  G.  T.  Clark- 
son.  Treasurer,  Clair,  Bask. 
Canadian  Northern  In  Ontario— R.  OlTons.  G.  C,  Udney. 

Ont 
Canadian  Northern  Quebee  Ry.— H.  St  Cyr,  L'Epiphanie, 

Que. 
Canadian  Fadflo— Wm.  Dorey,  G.  C  Woodstock,  N.  B.; 
D.  Campbell.  SecreUiy  for  Eastern  DIt.,  10  Thornton 
Ateu.  London,  Ont;  Geo.  Seat  Secretary  for  Western 
DlT..  Box  391.  Portage  la  Prairie,  Man. 
C  C  Jk  O.— C.  a  Wimams.  G.  C,  St  Paul.  Va.:  C.  J. 

Jonee.  Secretary.  Yuma.  Va. 
Ontral  of  Georgia— D.  O.  Borom,  Round  Oak,  Oa. ;  P.  M. 

Leeoenr.  SeereUry.  Opelika,  Ala. 
C  Jk  O.— J.  B.  Pugh.  G.  C,  R.  F.  D.  6,  Box  Al.  Rich- 
mond. Va. :  J.  W.  Brown,  Secretary,  Griffith.  Va. 
CUeaco  JuncHoo— Jno.  Baker.  G.   C   5014  Center  Ato.. 
Chicago.   HL:  Jaa.   Gonsodine,   Secretary,    3334   Wood 
St.  CUeago.  HL 
C.  M.  A  St  P.— Jaa.  Browder,  G.  C  5313  N.  5Ut  St. 

Chieago,  CL 
ChL  Jk  W.  Ind.— A.  M.  Ahr.  G'.  C,  2819  5tb  Ato.,  Chi- 
cago, m 
C.  Jk  N.  W.— Geo.  Blelmes.  Temp.  O.  C.  5828  Cedar  St, 

Austin  8U.,   Chicago,  HL 
ClBclnnatl,  Hamilton  Jb  Dayton — ^Ed  Morman.  G.  C,  Box 
4T2,    Columbus   Grove.    O. ;   Boy   Denning.    Secretary. 
714  8.  9tb  Bt,  HamUton.  O. 
Goal  Jk  Coke  By.— W.  L.  Slaughter.  G.  C.  Gassoway,  W. 

Va.;  W    L.  Qnlckal.  Secretary.  Gassoway.  W.  Va. 
Dtfaware  Jk  Hudson— George  Smith.  G.  C.  Meadowdale, 

N.  Y. 
Donlntoa  Atlantlo— M.  Kennedy.  0.  C  WaterrlUe,  N.  8.; 

M.  H.  McCurdy,  Secretary.  Old  Bams,  N.  8. 
D./  8.  8.  Jb  A.— C.  A.  Fellman.  O.  C.   518  N.  3d  St., 
MarQuette.  Mich.;  Wm.  Peterson,  Secretary,  Box  95, 
L'Anee.  Mich. 
9.,  T.  Jk  L--J.  O.  Keepers.  O.  &.  143  1st  St.  Greenfield, 

O. 
Wn.  Jk  Nan.  By.— F.  Harper,  G.  C.  Maywood  P.  O..  Vic- 
toria. B.  C;  S.  Sketch,  Secretary,  WelUngton.  B.  C. 


FU.  East  Coast— O.  H.  Baggott  O.  C.  Port  Orange.  FU.; 

H.  W.  Godwin,  Secretary,  Miami,  Fla. 
Oa.  By.— J.  T.  Ivey.  G.  C.  B.  F.  D.  2.  Thompson.  Oa.; 

W.  E.  Bray.  Secretary,  P.  O.  Box  66,  Stephens.  Oa. 
Georgia  Jb  Florida-J.  T.  Massey.  G.  C,   Valdosta.  Oa.; 

John  Dyali.  Secretary,  Douglas,  Ga. 
Orand  Trunk  Pacifio— A.  Barker,  G.  C,  Box  580.  Portage 

U  Prairie.  Man.;  J.  WUd.  Secretary.  MeWUe.  Sask. 
G.  a  Jb  F.  By.- M.  McCormack,  G.  C,  Arabi.  Ga. 
Halifax  &  8.  W.— Geo.  N.  Fox.  G.  C.  Bast  Pubnico,  N. 

S.;  R.    Feener.  Secretary,   Brtdgewater.  N.  8. 
lUlnoia   Central— T.  J.   O'Donnell.G".   C.   Hfemando,   Miss 
IntarcolonUl  A  P.  E.  I.— Geo.  W.  Murray.  O.  C.  Truro. 

N.   8.;  Eugene  Sarage.   Secretary.  MarysrlUe.   N.   B. 
Indiana  Harbor— J.  Bloom.  O.  C.  128  Broadway.  Blue  Is- 
land. IlL;  Frank  Schneider,  Secretary.  419   Plummer 

Are..  Hammond.  Ind. 
Macon  Jb  Birmingham— W.  N.  Clemento.  0.  C.  Thomaston, 

Oa. 
Maine  Central— C.  C.  Allen.  O.   C.  Lincoln  Center.  Me.; 

Alex.  McMlnn,  Sec'y.  115  Winter  St.   Lewiston.   Me. 
Michigan  Central— O.  Glllett.  G.   C.   Lawton.   Mich.;  W 

Buess.  Secretary.   814  N.   Park  St.  Kahnaaoo.  Mich. 
M..  St  P.  Jb  S.  8.  M.   (Soo  Line)— L.  Norby.  G.  a.  B. 

F.  D.  1.  Box  4.  Whlta  Bear  Lake,  Minn. 
Mobile  Jb  Ohio-J.  M.  Young.  O.  C.  1720  N.  8d  St.  Co- 
lumbus. Miss.;  C.  L.  Hale.  Secretary.  Columbus.  Ky. 
Norfolk  Southern— S.  A.  Sutton.  G.  C.  Ill  E.  Brambleton 

Ave..  Norfolk.  Va.;  J.  T.  PhUUps,  Secretary,  Bridge- 
ton,  N.  C 
Norfolk  Jb  Western— T.  H.  Oerrey.  O.  C.  R.  F.  D.  2.  Box 

5.  Walnut  Cote.  N.  C;  J.  P.  Stuart  No.  8  Baldwin 

Ato.,  Bluefleld,  W.  Va. 
New  Brunswick  Southern— B  F.  Austin,  Acting  Chairman, 

Clinch's  Mills,  N.  B. 
N.   O.,   M.    Jb  C— 

H.   I.   Nicholson,   Secretary.  Bay  Springs.  Misa. 
Pere  Marquette— H-    McLaughlin.   O.   C.  HIghgate.   Ont; 

Stephen  Tllley.   Sec'y.  48   Park  Ate..   Chatham.  Ont 
Quebec  Cen.— J.  A.   Lessard,  G.  C.  Beauce  Jet,  Que. 
Quebec  Jb  L.   St  John— J.  G.   Greffard,  0.   C.  St   Bay- 

mond.  Que. 
Queen  Jb  Crescent— I.  Riseden,  G.  C,  Dayton.  Tenn. 
Seaboard  Air  Une-B.  D.  Bradley.  G.  C^..  Box  108.  Bo- 

gart.  Ga.:  M.  C   Sutton.  Secretary,  VldaUa.  Ga. 
Somerset   By.— B.    E.    CUrk.   O.    C.   Madiaon,    Me.;    E. 

Pierce,  Secretary,  Box  253.  Bingham.  Me. 
Southern  By.— D.  P.  Langley.  G.  C,  Chlldersburg,  Ala.; 

A.  L.  Epps.  Secretary,  Almond.  N.   C. 
Southern  Padflo— G.  W.  Stewart  Secretary,  Lafayette,  La. 

T.    Jb   N.    O.— W.    Swltaer.    O.    C.    Latohford,    Ont;   L. 
Pelkle.  Secretary.  Thomloe.  Ont 

Union  Pacifio— Chas.  8.  Boulter.  O.  C  Box  97.  La  SaUe. 

Colo. 
Va.  By.— T.  D.  McCoy.  G  C  McCoy.  Va. 

Washington  Co.  By.— Zlna  M.   Cook,  O.   C^  JactaonTiUe. 
Me.;  E.  J.  Palmer.  Secretary.  WhitneyriUe.  Me. 

Wis.  Cen.— P.  Rasmussen,  G*.  C.  Cylen.  Wis.;  P.  McOee. 
Secretary.  322  Court  St,  Chipp^  Falls,  *"'- 
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THE  BROTHERHOOD  THERMOMETER 
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The  Brotherhood  Thermometer  has  a  number  of  sur- 
prises  in   store   this  month. 

RevelBtoke  Lodge  No.  208  occupies  the  proud  position 
at  the  top  of  the  stem  with  118  paid-up  members,  lie- 
nominee  Lodge  No.  522  Jumps  from  eighth  position  last 
month  to  second  this  month.  Medicine  Hat  Lodge  No. 
125  Jumps  from  sixth  place  last  month  to  third  in  tliis 
issue.  Vermilion  Lodge  No.  132  is  a  newcomer  to  this 
page,  and  we  hope  to  see  them  recorded  on  it  each 
month.  Selma  Lodge  No.  281  is  also  a  newcomer.  We 
wish  them  every  success  and  bid  them  welcome.  Ottawa 
Lodge  No.  223  Jumps  from  tenth  to  sixth  position  this 
month.  Hoosac  Tunnel  Lodge  No.  278  Is  another  strang- 
er. We  are  glad  to  welcome  them.  Elk  Valley  Lodge 
No.  117,  St.  Johnsbury  Lodge  No.  64  and  Fort  William 
Lodge  No.  128  are  also  newcomers,  and  we  bid  them 
welcome. 

No.  Name.  Mem. 

168  Mission    City    7S 

87  Greensboro    72 

291  Beaver     71 

67  Kenova     71 

238  Rat  Portage   « 

246  Clyboum     69 

41  Clinton     67 

136  Winchester    64 

225  Mt.    Sterling   62 

193  Shuswap     61 

154  Truro    69 

484  Ottawa    M 

111  Kanawha    56 

161  Calgary     56 

31  Tug  River    55 

165  Canyon    , 54 

121  Honen     53 

356  Belle  Plalne    53 

334  Penobscot     52 

102  Ronceverte     50 

691  Manchester   50 

In  the  bulb  of  the  thermometer  the  changed  positions 
are  Just  as  noticeable  as  in  the  stem.  There  are  only 
six  lodges  which  appeared  last  month  in  the  bulb  that 
have  a  position  in  it  this  month.  Mission  City  Lodge 
No.  168  heads  the  list,  with  Greensboro  Lodge  Na  S7 
Jumping  from  sixth  position  last  month  to  second  this 
month.  Beaver  Lodge  No.  291  is  a  newcomer  to  this 
T)age.  and  occupies  third  position.  Kenova  Lodge  No. 
67  Jumps  Xrom  the  tenth  place  in  July  to  fourth  this 
month.  Rat  Portage  Lodge  No.  238  is  also  new  to  the 
page.  Clyboum  Lodge  No.  246  stands  at  the  sixth  po- 
sition in  the  bulb  this  month,  but  wait  until  Brother 
Kelly  gets  that  banner  spread,  then  watch  his  smoke! 
Clinton  Lodge  No.  41  Jumps  ahead  one  point  this  month. 

The  remaining  fourteen  lodges  are  all  newcomers  to 
this  page  excepting  Kanawha  Lodge  No.  111.  who  has 
dropped  back  four  points.  Tug  River  Lodge  No.  Sl« 
which  has  forged  ahead  two  points,  and  Ronceverto 
Lodge  No.  102.  which  has  dropped  back  six  i>olnt8. 

These  changes  are  principally  due  to  the  neglect  of 
our  members  in  not  paying  their  dues  in  time.  A  good 
plan  would  be  for  all  local  lodges  to  commence  collect- 
ing their  semi-annual  dues  for  the  second  half  of  the 
year  in  June,  so  that  by  the  time  the  old  card  has  ex- 
pired, the  new  one  will  have  been  paid  for  and  in  this 
way  lodges  would   retain   their  respective  positions. 

Last  month  the  total  membership  accounted  for  on  this 
page  was  5.653.  This  month  the  figures  are  2,196,  or 
less  than  one- half  that  of  last  month. 
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Last  month  the  weather  was  so  warm 
and  the  work  in  our  clerical  department 
80  heavy  that  the  editor  did  not  have 
time  to  prepare  any  technical  matter  for 
the  Advocate.  This  month  we  will  dis- 
cuss matters  in  general  pertaining  to 
track  work. 

At  this  season  of  the  year,  when  the 
vegetation  and  grass  are  scorched  by  the 
sun,  fires  are  prevalent,  unless  closely 
watched,  and  at  such  a  time  an  ounce  of 
prevention  is  better  than  a  pound  of  cure. 

Foremen  should  pay  strict  attention  to 
all  dead  grass,  rotten  wood  and  other  in- 
flamable  matter  on  the  right-of-way  that 
is  the  means  of  communicating  fire  to 
the  property  of  adjoining  neighbors,  and 
at  the  first  sign  of  unusual  smoke  on 
your  section  do  not  hesitate  a  moment, 
but  go  and  ascertain  the  cause  and  put 
out  the  fire;  also  remove  or  destroy  the 
medium.  Tou  can  save  the  company  a 
good  many  nickels  a  day  by  close  atten- 
tion to  this  part  of  your  duty. 

The  dry  weather  will  give  you  a  favor- 
able opportunity  to  dig  out  the  spots  in 
your  track  which  you  had  marked  that 
heaved  so  badly  last  winter,  but  before 
starting  to  dig  them  out  be  sure  that  you 
have  a  sufficient  quantity  of  small  stones, 
cinders  or  other  suitable  material  to  fill 
In,  then  proceed  to  dig  out  clay,  quick- 
sand or  whatever  caused  the  heaving,  and 
fill  in  stones,  cinders  or  other  porous  ma- 
terial under  your  track,  and  see  to  it  that 
the  water  is  given  a  chance  to  drain  away 
from  the  bad  spots.  Very  often  a  good 
drain  will  be  all  that  is  necessary  to  re- 
move the  trouble.  If  there  should  be  a 
pocket  in  which  the  water  gathers  it  can- 
not get  away,  and,  if  the  frost  finds  it, 
heaving  follows  as  a  consequence.  Re- 
move the  cause  and  the  trouble  is  ended. 
The  weeds  should  be  cut  before  the 
seeds  ripen  and  burned  off.  Put  the  fin- 
ishing touches  on  your  grass  line,  fill  in 


any  breaks  with  good  clean  sod  so  the 
grass  line  is  continuous  and  unbroken. 
Trimming  ballast  should  always  be  done 
evenly.  A  marker  can  be  fastened  to  the 
hand  car  and  mark  the  exact  point 
cf  shoulder  while  the  car  is  pushed  along, 
after  the  marker  is  set. 

The  shoulder  should  be  trimmed 
squarely  with  a  natural  slope,  but  do  not 
permit  the  men  to  pat  the  slope  with  the 
back  of  their  shovel  blades,  as  this  prac- 
tice spoils  the  aj)pearance  of  the  work. 
By  extending  your  marker  you  can  also 
lay  off  your  grass  line  to  an  exact  dis- 
tance from  rail,  but  do  not  forget  to  bury 
every  stone  between  the  grass  line  and 
track  in  the  shoulder  of  your  ballast  on 
single  track  or  between  the  tracks  on 
doube-track  sections. 

Nothing  adds  to  the  appearance  of  a 
piece  of  track  more  than  neatness  and 
cleanliness.  The  surface  of  your  rail  may 
be  as  smooth  as  glass  and  the  rails  as 
straight  as  it  is  possible  to  make  them, 
but  if  the  right-of-way  is  dirty,  ballast 
poorly  trimmed  and  loose  stones  lying 
around,  with  a  ragged  grass  line,  it  de- 
tracts very  much  from  the  general  ap- 
pearance. 

It  is  now  about  time  to  figure  on  the 
frogs  and  other  switch  material  which 
will  be  required  for  renewals;  this  before 
winter  sets  in. 

The  foreman  should  Inspect  each  frog 
and  switch  point  carefully,  but  do  not 
remove  either  from  the  track  until  they 
have  given  all  the  service  possible  with- 
out danger.  It  is  in  renewals  of  this 
kind  that  a  section  foreman  can  earn  as 
much  or  more  than  his  salary  amounts 
to,  and  it  is  in  such  renewals  that  an 
experienced  foreman  proves  his  worth  by 
knowing  where  the  exact  danger  line  is. 

Many  frogs  and  switch  points  have 
been  taken  from  the  track  condemned  as 
dangerous  by  foremen  anrd^ afterwards  in 
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emergency  replaced  in  the  track  and  con- 
tinued in  the  service  for  another  six 
months  without  failure,  thus  proving  bad 
Judgment  on  the  part  of  the  foreman 
who  removed  them  from  the  track. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  thousands  ot 
dollars  are  paid  out  each  year  by  railway 
companies  for  switch  material  taken  out 
of  service  before  actually  necessary. 
Switches  and  diamond  crossings  should 
have  daily  inspection  and  be  kept  in  the 
pink  of  condition  as  to  surface  and  line 
and  that  every  detail,  spike,  bolt  or  rivet 
be  complete  and  snugly  in  place.  When 
this  is  neglected,  you  are  wasting  nick- 
els Instead  of  saving  them. 
•  (>• 
Relaying  Track. 

I  am  no  admirer  of  large  gangs  in 
gang  organization  for  relaying  rail.  For 
85-lb.  rail  and  heavier  the  gang  should 
bo  constituted  of  from  35  to  40  men,  and 
under  85-lb.  rail  30  to  34  men.  This  does 
not  include  two  flagmen,  a  water  boy  and 
straw  boss.  A  foreman  with  40  men  has 
as  many  men  as  one  man  should  have 
for,  proper  supervision. 

I  prefer  the  straw  boss  to  be  of  the 
same  nationality  as  the  gang  and  do  not 
favor  an  interpreter;  the  majority  of  in- 
terpreters are  a  criminal  nuisance.  The 
reason  I  prefer  the  straw  boss  to  be  of 
the  same  nationality  as  the  gang  is  that 
the  foreman  can  pick  out  the  most  in- 
telligent of  the  men  to  do  little  odd  jobs 
along  with  the  straw  boss  where  the  fore^ 
man  cannot  leave  the  body  of  men  to  do 
It  personally. 

As  to  relaying  a  rail,  the  most  promi- 
nent method  is  to  lay  one  rail  at  a  time, 
coupling  it  in  the  track  as  you  go  along. 
The  principal  argument  for  this  is  that 
the  expansion  is  better  taken  care  of. 
Personally  I  do  not  see  any  particular 
difference  in  stringing  the  rail  or  laying 
one  rail  at  a  time,  any  more  than  that  a 
foreman  can  more  readily  organize  his 
gang  if  he  strings  the  rail  and  couples  it 
up,  while  waiting  for  trains.  I  have  got 
just  as  good  results  as  to  expansion  on 
laying  rail  by  stringing  it  as  by  laying 
one  rail  at  a  time.  On  all  divisions  there 
are  dull  hours  due  to  train  movements, 
and  where  a  man  strings  the  rail  while 


trains  are  thick,  he  can  set  rail  up  and 
get  it  coupled  in  shape  to  relay  it  during 
slack  time  when  trains  won't  bother  bo 
much. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  laying  rail 
one  rail  at  a  time  with  foreign  labor, 
there  is  many  and  many  a  Joint  that  the 
foreman  has  to  start  the  first  bolt  in  oo 
account  of  the  men  not  having  intelli- 
gence enough  to  start  the  bolt  or  apply 
the  bar  and  get  tightened  before  remov- 
ing the  expansion  shim. 

The  foreman  should  divide  his  gang, 
having  a  few  men  ahead  pulling  spikes, 
a  few  men  throwing  out  old  rail  and  a 
few  putting  in  new  rails  with  the  lead 
spikers  nailing  it  in  place,  the  men  spik 
ing  and  bolting  coming  right  behind.  The 
men  should  be  k^t  close  together,  in  or- 
der to  give  the  foreman  in  charge  of  the 
work  a  chance  to  personally  see  that  he 
i«»  ready  for  trains  with  safety  before  let- 
ting them  over. 

All  rail  laid  on  curves  should  be  laid 
one  rail  at  a  time,  as  a  great  deal  of 
care  is  needed  on  the  part  of  the  fore- 
man to  get  the  proper  expansion  on  the 
curve  and  also  approaching  and  leaving  it 

All  ties  should  be  properly  adzed  prior 
to  laying  rail  and  then  before  new  rail 
has  been  placed  in  track,  after  old  rail 
U  taken  out,  there  should  be  a  small  strip 
about  one-half  the  width  of  the  base  that 
the  old  rail  marked  on  the  tie  trimmed 
oft  on  the  inside,  so  when  the  new  rail 
takes  its  position  that  trains  will  give 
full  polish  on  the  entire  width  of  the 
ball  of  the  rail. 

It  is  a  shame  to  lay  new  rail  and  note 
after  the  first  train  that  passes  over  it 
that  the  wheels  have  a  bearing  only  on 
a  narrow  strip  on  one  side,  as  shown  by 
the  mark  on  the  ball.  This  is  a  defect 
and  should  be  remedied  immediately,  for 
after  it  is  allowed  to  remain  for  a  short 
time  in  this  manner  you  can  never  get 
good  surface  nor  a  good  line  on  that 
piece  of  track. 

There  should  be  a  suflacient  number  of 
joint  ties  spaced  and  slot  spiked  to  gaa^ 
antee  holding  expansion,  until  the  sur 
facing  gang  gets  the  track  properly  snr 
faced  and  spaces  all  the  ties. — Roadnuu- 
ter,  Santa  Fe,  in  Railway  Engineering. 
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IVHERK? 

There    was   Jlmmio    with    his    blarney    and    his 

rank  old  pipe. 
There   wa«    Johnny,    Tom    and    Barney    of    the 

same  stanch  stripe. 
There  was  Bill  who  tried  to  rumble  in  a  deep 

bass    tone 
Till  the  landlord  used  to  grumble  and  the  gang 

would   groan; 
O,  the  pounds  of  good  Virginia  that  wo  used  to 

burn 
(If  the  habit  wasn't  "In  yuh,"  why  you  had  to 

learn). 
What  a  crew   of  "fellows  royal"   in  a  feast   or 

row. 
Bully  boys  and  truly  loyal — 

Where's  the  old  gang  now? 

She  was  mighty  sweet  and  rosy   in  a  good  old 

way 
When  you  used  to  snuggle  cozy  in  the  big  farm 

sleigh. 
And  you  kept  on  thinking  of  her  in  that  light 

blue  dress 
And  you   wondered — timid   lover — if   she  might 

say   "Tes"; 
O,  her  heart  was  warm  and  tender  and  her  lips 

were  sweet. 
And  her   eyes  were   full  of  splendor  when  you 

used   to   meet. 
Can't  you  recollect  the  glory  flooding  face  and 

brow 
As  you  told  the  ancient  story^ 

Where's  the  old  girl  now? 

Well,   the   old  gang's  widely  scattered,   far  and 

near  they're  whirled. 
And  the  old  romance  Is  shattered,  it's  a  queer, 

queer  world; 
For  the  old  love  there's  a  newer,   makes  your 

senses  hum. 
As  the  old  gang's  getting  fewer,    why  the  new 

friends  come; 
When  the  old  home  Is  decaying  you  can  build 

one  anew. 
Where    the    children    can    be    playing    like    we 

used   to  do. 
And    the    years    they   rush    an<3^    hurry,    no    one 

knows  Just  how. 
So  what's  the  use  to  worry. 

Where's   the   old   times  now? 
— Berton  Braley,  in  Puck. 

M>e 

HIS  HARD  I.UCK  STORT. 


OUR  PRESniKNTS. 


His  horse  went  dead  and  his  mule  went  lame 
and  he  lost  six  cows  In  a  poker  game;  then  a 
hurricane  came  on  a  summer's  day  and  blow 
the  house  where  he  lived  away,  and  the  earth- 
quake came  when  that  was  n-ono  und  rwallowcd 
the  land  that  the  house  was  on:  then  Uie  tax 
collector  came  around  and  rliarijod  him  up  with 
the  hole  Iq  the  ground. 


Washington  first — he  arranged  the  finance; 

Then    came   John    Adams,    who    quarreled    with 
France. 

Thomas  Jefferson  third — Louisiana  he  bought; 

Fourth.     Madison,     under    whom    England    was 
fought. 

James  Monroe  gave  the  doctrine  and  let  In  Mis- 
souri, 

Then  Adams,  whose  tariff  aroused  men  to  fury. 

Jackson,    seventh,    refused    to    the   bank    a   new 
charter 

And  made  poor  Van  Buren  to  panic  a  martyr. 

William    Harrison   died   and  by   Tyler   was   fol- 
lowed. 

Under  Polk  all  the  troops  In  a  bloody  war  wal- 
lowed. 

Taylor,  eleventh,  had  trouble  with  slavery. 

And  Fillmore  put  through  the  Clay  compromise 
bravely. 

Then  Pierce  struggled  through  the  Nebraska  di- 
vision. 

And   Buchanan   was  in  for   the  Dred   Scott   de- 
cision. 

Great  Lincoln  was  wise  In  a  time  of  depression. 

When   Southern  States  fought  for   the  right   ot 
secession. 

Andrew  Johnson  came  next,  was  Impeached  and 
acquitted. 

Ulysses  S.  Grant  for  two  terms  seemed  fitted. 

Hayes    followed,    then    Qarfleld,    whom    Arthur 
succeeded. 

Then  Cleveland,  who  Congress  by  veto  Impeded. 

Harrison's  term  gave  the  tariff  a  send-up. 

And   Cleveland  again   held   the   Democrats'    end 
up. 

McKlnley  waged  war  with  the  poor  Spanish  na- 
tion. 

And  Roosevelt  came  and  upheld  arbitration. 

William  Taft  has  the  chair  until  1913. 

And  who  then  will  follow  remains  to  be  s'^en. 

—Life. 
•^y . 

PROMISES 


If  you  make  a  promise,  keep  It — 

Promises  are  sacred  stufT; 
There'll  be   trouble  and  you'll   reap  It 

If   you  prove   they're  all   a  bluff 
Never    trifle    with    your    credit, 

Never  wear  the  tag  of  cheap: 
And  a  promise — thoucrh  you  dread  It — 

Is  a   thing   that's   made   to   keep. 

Do  not   promise   In   a  hurry — 
Think  it  over,  count  the  rest; 

Let  no  promise  give  you  worry, 
Let  your  credit  know  no  frost. 

Truth   Is  still   the  dearest    treauure— 
How    Its   beauties   glow    and    Joapl 

Scorn   the  truckling,   half-way   measure- 
Promises   were   made    to 
— Piano.  Organ  and  Musical 
ers'   Journal. 


way    jiii-u-suit; — • 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRFSPONDENTS. 

All  oontribntions  to  our  correspondence  columns  most  be  in  NOT  LATER  than  the  TENTH  OP  THE 
MONTH  to  insure  publication. 

Articles  must  be  written  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Noms  de  plwne  may  be  used,  but  every  article 
must  be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  and  address  of  the  writer  to  insure  insertion. 

We  shall  be  fflad  to  receive  articles  on  any  subject  of  creneral  interest  to  the  fraternity. 

Sectarian,  partisan,  sectional  or  racial  discussions  will  not  be  printed. 

All  conmmnications  are  subject  to  revision  or  rejection,  as  the  editor  may  deem  proper. 

The  editor  does  not  assume  responsibility  for  the  opinions  expressed  by  contributors  in  this  department 

All  correspondence  pertaining:  to  the  Advocatb  should  be  addressed  to  S.  J.  Pbgo.  Editor  and  Manager 
Vanol  Bnlldinflr,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


President's  Message. 

Dear  Brothers:  Once  more  the  time 
comes  round  when  our  good  editor  will  be 
looking  for  my  contribution,  and  once 
more  I  am  reminded  how  rapidly  time  is 
flyfng.  I  am  here  in  Montreal,  with  Chair- 
man Dorey,  Vice-President  Irwin  and  the 
Joint  Protective  Board  of  the  C.  P.  R. 
System,  and  sweltering  in  the  heat  of 
what  is  said  to  have  been  the  hottest  day 
in  fifty  years,  and  yet  it  seems  but  a  day 
or  two  since  we  were  here  before,  and 
enjoying  the  sight  of  a  heavy  snowfall. 
And  now  we  are  into  July,  and  before  we 
realize  it  summer  will  be  gone.  The  time 
to  improve  opportunities  is  certainly  the 
present,  and  we  need,  as  one  of  our  writ- 
ers once  said,  to  take  off  our  mitts  and 
grab  the  opportunities  as  they  come,  be- 
cause of  the  swift  flight  of  time  and  of 
the  opportunities  which  the  time  brings. 

Once  more  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to 
send  the  good  news  of  the  continued  rec- 
ord of  one  month  beating  its  namesake  in 
previous  years,  and  you  will  be  pleased 
to  learn  that  June  is  no  exception,  and 
that  still  the  good  effects  of  helpful  co- 
operation are  apparent  and  at  headquar- 
ters, in  the  field  and  in  the  various 
spheres  of  usefulness  of  the  subordinate 
lodges,  the  same  unvarying  good  report 
comes  of  everything  being  of  the  best. 
The  record  of  schedules  revised  giving  in- 


creased rates  of  pay,  which  means  in- 
creased comforts  to  the  homes,  continues, 
and  since  I  last  wrote  the  following  have 
increased  their  rates  of  pay  for  the  Main- 
tenance of  Way  Employes:  On  the  C,  C. 
&  O.,  with  Vice-President  Powell  assisting 
Chairman  Williams;  the  Bangor  &  Aroos- 
took, with  Brother  Turner,  Chairman,  as- 
sisted by  our  other  good  Vice-President, 
Brother  Jenness;  the  Hal.  ft  Southwest- 
ern, where  Brother  Fox  and  his  committee 
have  secured  a  5  per  cent  increase,  and  on 
the  Quebec  ft  Lake  St  John,  Brother 
Greffard,  Chairman,  with  the  assistance 
of  Organizer  Viens,  secured  a  good  in- 
crease for  his  men.  And  so  the  good  work 
gees  on,  and  a  new  claimant  for  sched- 
ule honors  has  Just  sent  me  their  first 
proposed  schedule,  of  which  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  approving,  namely,  the  Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna  ft  Western,  the  General 
Chairman  being  Brother  M.  Foley.  I  trust 
that  before  long  I  will  have  the  pleasure 
of  announcing  that  this  road  has  given  a 
good  schedule  to  their  Maintenance  of 
Way  Employes,  thus  adding  another  to 
the  number  of  roads  of  which  we  can 
truly  say  that  organization  has  been  most 
helpful. 

I  am  in  Montreal,  as  I  said,  in  company 
with  a  fine  bunch  of  men.  General  Chair* 
man  Dorey  and  his  comrades  of  the  J 
P.  B.,  who  are  readjusting  their  schedule 
of  rules  and  rates  recently  givien.  Whilj 
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the  company  put  the  rules  and  rates  into 
effect,  it  left  matters  in  an  unsatisfactory 
condition,  as  they  interpreted  the  sched- 
ule entirely  in  the  interests  of  the  com- 
pany. Hence  the  necessity  for  the  read- 
Jnstment  While  matters  have  not  been 
finally  settled  when  I  write,  the  company 
and  the  Joint  Protective  Board  have  come 
so  closely  together  that  the  matter  has 
been  left  in  the  hands  of  the  General 
Chairman,  and  I  am  hopeful  that  in  a 
couple  of  days  I  will  have  the  pleasure 
of  knowing  that  a  schedule  has  been 
signed  up  once  more  between  General  Su- 
perintendent Gutelius  and  General  Chair- 
man Dorey,  bringing  into  effect  a  sched- 
ule which  will  give  a  substantial  increase 
to  every  Maintenance  of  Way  Employe  in 
the  Eastern  District;  that  is,  tor  lines  east 
of  Port  Arthur.  Interpreting  the  rules 
and  rates  given  by  the  award  in  a  very 
literal  way,  and  entirely  in  the  interests 
of  the  company,  the  award  being  only  for 
C.  P.  R.  lines  in  Canada,  no  increase  was 
given  to  our  good  men  in  the  State  of 
Maine.  Brothers  will  understand  that 
the  Lemieux  Act  can  only  govern  lines  in 
Canada,  as,  of  course,  the  Canadian  Gov- 
ernment has  no  jurisdiction  outside  of 
the  boundary  line  between  Canada  and 
the  United  States.  Hence,  our  good  fel- 
lows in  Maine  in  the  interpretation  put 
upon  the  award  by  the  company,  received 
nothing  of  the  increases  of  the  award. 
In  other  places  the  award  as  interpreted, 
namely,  on  the  Superior  Division,  where 
section  foremen  formerly  living  in  houses 
rent  free,  were  charged  $7.00  or  $5.00  per 
month  rent,  sections  also  were  lengthened 
on  all  the  divisions,  making  matters  most 
uncomfortable  both  for  ourselves  and  the 
officials  immediately  connected  with  us. 
The  adjustment  now  being  effected  reme- 
dies all  this,  gives  an  increase  to  the 
men  in  the  State  of  Maine,  restores  the 
original  conditions  to  the  sections,  and 
whereas  in  the  award  B.  &  B.  men  who 
were  receiving  the  minimum  rates  got  no 
increase,  the  rates  now  agreed  upon  will 
insure  an  increase  being  given  to  every 
employee  in  the  B.  &  B.  Department,  who 
received  nothing  hitherto.  I  feel  satisfied 
that  when  the  new  schedule  goes  out,  and 


when  the  old  cordial  relations  are  re- 
stored, sections  shortened,  etc.,  and  the 
fact  of  the  brothers  in  Maine  being  in- 
cluded in  the  new  schedule,  that  a  cordial 
assent  will  be  given  by  all  our  constit- 
uents whom  I  know  to  be  very  reasonable, 
to  the  work  of  the  Joint  Protective  Board. 
I  mean  to  send  out  an  itinerary  at  once 
for  Vice-President  Irwin  and  General 
Chairman  Dorey,  which  will  mean  a  visit 
to  each  Lodge  on  the  Eastern  portion  of 
the  System,  beginning  at  the  extreme 
east  in  Maine  and  continuing  west  until 
all  our  Lodges  have  been  visited.  I  be- 
lieve It  is  due  to  our  members  everywhere 
that  they  should  receive  a  visit  from  either 
myself  or  some  of  our  Grand  Lodge  offi- 
cers, and  as  I  cannot  be  everjrwhere  at 
once,  and  happily  the  field  is  too  largi 
now  for  any  one  officer  to  even  think  of 
covering,  I  am  glad  that  these  two  broth- 
ers, who  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
all  that  has  been  and  is  being  done,  will 
be  able  to  make  the  trip  and  give  complete 
explanations  to  our  good  members.  I  will 
ask  every  brother  who  possibly  can  to  at- 
tend these  meetings,  and  learn  something 
of  the  difficulties  which  your  Joint  Pro- 
tective Board  has  to  overcome,  and  in 
which  they  have  my  very  full  83rmpathy 
in  working  the  best  solution  of  the  very 
difficult  problems  which  confront  them, 
and  of  which  our  members  generally,  un- 
less they  have  served  upon  boards  of  ad- 
justment, have  not  much  knowledge. 

While  here  I  would  like  to  say  a  word 
for  our  General  Chairman  and  Joint  Pro- 
tective Board  on  all  systems.  While  some 
have  so  little  knowledge  of  the  ardnons 
work  which  these  men  perform,  believing 
that  serving  on  a  Joint  Protective  Board 
is  somewhat  of  a  picnic,  and  worse  still, 
while  some  believe  that  the  delays  in  pro- 
curing the  adjustment  of  the  schedule  is 
unwarranted,  thinking  that  all  a  board 
has  to  do  is  to  call  at  the  general  man- 
ager's office,  turn  him  upside  down  and 
shake  the  money  out  of  his  pockets,  and 
go  home,  it  is  fitting  that  I  should  en- 
lighten all  hands  on  the  fact  Uifeit  no  more 
wearisome  and  wearing  duty  can  be  placed 
upon  conscientious  men  than  we  plftce 
upon  the  Chairmen  and  m^^bers  of  tbese 
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Joint  Protective  Boards.  Brothers  must 
remember  that  we  are  not  the  only  men, 
and  ours  is  not  the  only  board  that  is 
meeting  or  trying  to  meet  and  confer 
with  the  general  manager,  and  that  he  has 
other  duties  and  you  can  easily  imagine, 
very  important  ones,  besides  conferences 
with  committees  on  rules  and  wages.  Con- 
sequently it  is  rare  that  conferences  can 
be  held  day  after  day.  He  may  be  able 
to  give  a  meeting  today,  and  his  time  be 
occupied  for  two  or  three  dajrs.  Hence, 
one  very  substantial  reason  for  part  of 
the  delay,  and  again  where  two  parties 
have  widely  differing  ideas  as  to  the  condi- 
tions under  which  the  work  shall  be  per- 
formed and  widely  diCFering  also  as  to 
what  the  work  is  worth,  discussions  to 
reconcile  the  two  and  bring  them  to  a 
meeting  point  fairly  'satisfactory  to  both, 
is  not  a  matter  of  a  day  or  two.  I  give 
the  managers  of  the  various  roads  credit 
for  giving  us  very  great  consideration  in 
the  matter  of  arranging  the  conference  so 
that  we  shall  be  put  to  a  minimum  of 
expense,  and  should  perhaps  give  a  spe- 
cial word  of  commendation  to  Mr.  Gute- 
.  lius,  who  has  so  arranged  his  affairs  for 
the  present  conference  that  he  gave  the 
Chairman  and  Board  a  hearing  every  day 
at  11  o'clock,  not  excepting  the  Canadian 
National  holiday,  July  1.  I  trust  our  mem- 
mers  will  lay  this  to  heart,  and  that  we 
shall  have  less  criticism  and  more  sym- 
pathy for  the  men  who  are  doing  the 
very  best  they  can  to  serve  their  com- 
rades the  very  best  they  know  how.  At 
several  of  the  meetings,  which  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  attend  with  Brother  Ir- 
win on  his  recent  itinerary,  I  took  occa- 
sion to  give  a  word  of  commendation  to 
Brothe  Dorey  and  the  members  of  the 
Joint  Protective  Board  as  being  men  wha 
were  keenly  on  their  Job,  level-headed  and 
sober,  no  frequenters  of  the  barroom,  but 
temperate  and  ready  for  business,  and  as 
the  saying  is,  "on  to  their  jobs"  every 
moment  of  the  day,  and  what  I  have  said 
of  these  boys  I  can  say  for  every  Chair- 
man and  Board  that  I  have  ever  been  asso- 
ciated with,  and  it  is  due  to  them  that  it 
should  be  said. 


I  have  Just  received  a  pleasant  wire 
from  General  Chairman  Borom  to  be  pres- 
ent with  him  and  his  board  at  a  meeting 
on  the  11th  of  July,  and  as  a  few  weeks 
ago  I  got  another  invitation  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  wedding  of  a  fine  young  lady,  a 
resident  of  Windsor,  Ont.,  to  my  young- 
est and  only  unmarried  son,  on  the  12th 
of  July,  I  am  in  a  quandary  how  to  an- 
swer Brother  Borom's  message,  whether 
to  wire  the  young  lady  to  postpone  the 
wedding  until  the  15th,  or  ask  Brother 
Borom  to  arrange  for  the  meeting  with 
the  officials  on  that  latter  date.  Meantime 
I  will  take  the  matter  under  advisement, 
and  if  you  care  to  know  what  message  I 
sent,  drop  me  a  card  to  headquartera 
Needless  to  say  I  hope  and  wish  for  the 
happiest  possible  results  to  the  auspicious 
occasions  on  both  dates. 

I  notice  in  a  recent  letter  from  Solici- 
tor J.  G.  O'Donoghue  of  the  Dominion 
Trades  and  Labor  Congress,  that  they  are 
going  to  put  a  labor  candidate  in  the  field 
at  any  coming  municipal,  provincial  or 
Dominion  election,  especially  in  cities 
where  they  have  a  chance  of  electing 
their  man.  If  this  is  done,  it  will  give 
our  people  a  training  in  getting  rid  of 
any  partisanship  more  than  is  good  for 
them  by  breaking  from  either  of  the  old 
parties  and  voting  for  a  candidate  of  their 
own  class.  Where  no  labor  candidate  is 
put  up,  the  advice  is  good  at  all  times  to 
vote  for  the  man  whose  record  shows 
him  to  be  sound  on  labor  questions.  Men 
like  the  Hon.  J.  P.  Graham  or  Mackenzie 
King  should  have  the  united  support  of 
all  wage-workers,  and  there  are  doubtless 
as  good  men  on  both  sides  with  whom 
our  people  are  acquainted,  and  whom  it 
would  be  well  to  have  in  Parliament  and 
that  without  regard  to  their  political  af- 
filiations. This  brings  to  my  mind  that 
very  soon  our  Trades  and  Labor  Congress 
of  the  Dominion  will  be  meeting  in  annual 
convention  in  Calgary.  Our  Canadian 
lodges  should  see  to  it  that  they  have  a 
delegate  at  this  convention,  which  will  be 
a  very  important  one.  We  pay  the  per 
capita  to  the  Congress  from  headquar- 
ters, so  that  it  should  be  comparatively 
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easy  for  our  lodges  on  the  C.  P.  R.,  C.  N. 
R.  and  th«  G.  T.  P.,  who  can  procure 
transportation  for  their  delegate  to' have 
a  man  in  attendance.  Our  good  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  Brother  S.  J.  Pegg,  and  myself 
have  a  working  agreement  which  we  carry 
out  as  much  as  possible,  that  he  will  at* 
tend  the  conventions  of  the  Congress  in 
Canada  and  I  the  conventions  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  in  the 
United  States,  so  as  to  be  present  tat 
the  convention  to  be  held  afterwards  of 
the  presidents  of  the  different  railway 
brotherhoods  who  compose  the  Federation, 
Telegraphers,  Machinists,  Switchmen, 
Maintenance  of  Way  Employes,  Car  Re- 
pairers, etc.  Keep  this  meeting  in  Cal- 
gary in  view,  brothers,  and  correspond 
with  P.  M.  Draper,  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Dominion  Trades  and  Labor  Congress, 
Ottawa,  Qnt,  who  will  only  be  too  pleased 
to  give  you  any  necessary  information 
and  furnish  you  with  credentials  for  your 
delegate,  etc. 

I  cannot  close  without  again  bringing 
to  your  attention  our  worthy  young  ally 
and  sister,  the  Woman's  Auxiliary.  I  am 
sure  we  have  all  been  gratified  tp  learn 
that  Sister  Jenness,  its  good  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  was  again  restored  to  health 
and  her  dear  little  daughter,  who  was  so 
ill,  healthier  than  ever.  I  was  glad  to 
learn  that  Sister  Smith  had  been  invited 
by  General  Chairman  Allan  of  the  Maine 
Central  to  go  down  to  that  fine  little  road 
and  put  in  a  lodge  of  the  Auxiliary.  I 
can  imagine  with  what  Joyful  alacrity 
Sister  Smith  accepted  the  invitation,  and 
am  sure  that  any  general  chairman  giving 
a  like  invitation  will  find  her  equally 
ready  to  respond.  Help  the  Auxiliary, 
brothers,  and  thus  help  the  Brotherhood, 
for  the  sooner  all  our  women  thoroughly 
understand  how  closely  the  work  of  the 
Brotherhood  concerns  increase  of  comforts 
in  the  home,  the  sooner  will  our  Brother- 
hood be  able  to  do  its  very  best  work. 

With  grateful  thanks  to  all  whose  loyal 
assistance  and  kindly  co-operation  is 
making  the  work  of  the  Presidency  a 
pleasure,  and  enabling  me  to  send  you 
such  cheerful  words  of  greeting  month 
"T  month,   and  asking  a  continuance 


of  the  same  good  office  for  the  coming 
month   regardless   of   the  weather,   and 
trusting  that  the  thermometer  In  the  sky 
may  have  nothing  but  a  happy  eftect  upon 
Brother  Fogg's  thermometer,  I  am, 
Yours  sincerely  and  fraternally, 
A.  B.  Lowe. 
•  o^ 

St-  Paul,  Va. 

It  has  been  some  time  since  I  wrote  to 
the  Advocate,  so  I  am  going  to  send  you  a 
few  lines  for  the  benefit  of  the  boys  on 
the  C,  C.  ft  O.  Ry. 

Well,  boys,  we  got  a  nice  little  increase 
on  the  most  of  our  road.  We  got  a  raise 
for  the  B.  ft  B.  men,  also  the  section  fore- 
men and  the  laborers  were  raised  on  part 
of  the  road.  Of  course,  we  did  not  do  aa 
well  as  we  would  like  to  have  done,  but 
the  committee  did  all  it  could  under  the 
present  circumstances,  and  I  hope  it  wilt 
not  be  criticised  along  this  line  . 

Now,  boys,  if  everyone  will  come  in  and 
pay  up  their  dues,  be  loyal  to  our  lodge 
and  strengthen  ourselves,  get  to  work  for 
the  company  and  show  that  we  appreciate 
the  little  raise  it  gave  us  and  by  doing  this 
we  will  find  no  trouble  at  our  next  settle- 
ment with  the  company. 

I  hope  to  meet  you  boys  soon.  I  ex- 
pect to  visit  each  of  you  brothers  and 
give  you  all  the  information  I  can  and 
will  gladly  do  so  if  you  will  write  me 
at  St.  Paul,  Va. 

We  had  Brother  Powell  with  us  at  a 
number  of  our  meetings  with  the  officiale. 
I  guess  most  of  you  know  Brother  Pow- 
ell. If  you  do  not,  let  me  say  to  all  of 
you  boys,  you  had  better  try  to  hold  him 
here  in  the  South,  for  we  could  not  get 
along  without  him,  but  I  think  that  our 
good  old  President,  A.  B.  Lowe,  will 
never  move  him  as  long  as  he  fs  carrying 
on  the  work  as  he  is  and  he  treats  all 
alike  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  and 
I  can  say  Brother  Powell,  myself  and 
committee  left  our  officiars  office  with  a 
warm  welcome  to  come  back. 

We  have  one  of  the  best  sets  of  offidals 
to  deal  with  on  the  Soothem,  I  think 
than  there  is  on  any  other  road.  Of 
course,  you  boys  know  what  At  takesrto 
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get  tbese  little  increases,  so  there  is  no 
use  of  my  trying  to  show  you  the  im- 
portance of  paying  up  your  dues,  but  I 
must  say  I  do  not  believe  we  have  a 
man  on  our  road  who  would  want  to  put 
a  dollar  in  his  pocket  unless  he  thought 
he  had  earned  it,  so  wishing  you  a  pros- 
perous year,  I  remain.  Yours  in  B.,  L. 
and  U.,  C.  C.  Williams, 
General  Chairman. 
•  o^ 

Stevenson,  Ala. 

Dear  Brothers:  I  take  pleasure  in 
writing  you  a  short  sketch  of  the  ups 
and  downs  on  the  N.,  C.  ft  St  L.  at  the 
present  time,  and  I  hope  the  boys  em- 
ployed on  the  road  feel  as  I  do  and  if  they 
do,  they  will  certainly  stick  to  the  very 
end. 

I  do  not  think  it  possible  that  there  is 
any  road  in  the  country  that  needs  or- 
ganization more  than  this  road  does.  Let 
me  ask  each  member  to  give  all  the  cheer 
he  can  to  the  organization  and  to  the 
weak  members — encourage  them  to  stand 
firm. 

The  supervisor  has  been  around  and  has 
requested  all  the  foremen  to  lay  down 
their  membership  or  they  would  be  dis- 
charged, 80  I  guess  if  he  makes  his  threat 
good  there  will  be  some  changes  take 
place  soon,  but  what  do  you  think  of  this 
kind  of  work  In  a  free  country — white 
American  citizens  to  be  told  that  they 
must  not  hold  membership  in  a  certain 
society  under  pain  of  dismissal  from  the 
service  of  the  company.  I  suppose  the 
company  will  soon  be  getting  up  menu 
cards  to  send  out,  dictating  to  their  em- 
ployes  what  they  Shall  eat  for  breakfast 
and  what  they  shall  not  take  at  dinner- 
time and  perhapd  go  without  any  supper 
in  order  that  they  may  not  use  up  all 
they  earn  to  feed  themselves. 

If  the  supervisor  thinks  he  has  gotten 
the  employes  scared,  he  Is  badly  mis- 
taken. No  man  with  an  ounce  of  grit  will 
submit  to  any  such  dictation  as  this.  The 
employes  on  this  road  have  worked  hard 
and  faithfully  for  the  company.  They 
have  done  an  honest  and  hard  day's  work 
for  a  mighty  small  pittance  in   return. 


and  now  we  cannot  form  a  lodge  of  our 
craft  without  calling  down  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  officials.  I  wonder  how  long 
we  will  be  permitted  to  worship  in  the 
church  in  which  we  were  raised,  or  will 
we  be  changed  to  that  suggested  by  our 
supervisor  and  the  other  officials.  Broth- 
ers, it  is  time  you  put  on  your  thinking 
caps,  but  one  thing  above  all  others,  do 
not  do  too  much  talking,  but  do  a  whole 
lot  of  thinking.  I  for  one  will  not  submit 
to  any  such  slavish  i^deas  as  this,  nor  do 
I  think  there  are  many  who  will.  Let  us 
do  our  work  in  a  manner  so  that  there  is 
no  just  excuse  for  the  officials  to  find 
fault  and  if  they  are  going  to  discharge 
us  make  it  so  they  will  have  to  give  this 
as  the  excuse  and  then  we  will  appeal 
to  the  people  of  the  South  and  ask  if 
they  are  going  to  allow  their  neighbors 
and  others  to  be  treated  in  this  manner 
by  any  railway  company. 

I  have  said  enough  this  time.  If  you 
care  to  put  this  in  the  Advocate,  do  so, 
and  I  hope  to  see  some  other  letters  of 
encouragement  from  the  other  members 
on  this  road.    Fraternally  yours, 

Cebtificate  No.  A-15879. 
•-©-• 

Norfolk,    Virginia 

Well,  boys,  as  this  is  the  glorious 
Fourth  of  July  and  a  hot  one,  too,  I  will 
try  to  write  another  letter  to  The  Advo- 
cate for  the  August  issue.  I  am  home 
today  with  my  family,  trying  to  keep 
cool,  for  it  is  hot  in  Norfolk.  Myself 
and  family  will  take  a  ride  down  to  Cape 
Henry  and  Virginia  Beach  this  evening. 
Our  company  is  building  one  of  the  finest 
casinos  on  Virginia  Beach  that  is  to  be 
found  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  at  a  cost  of 
somewhere  about  $100,000.  It  will  be 
open  about  August  15th.  I  hope  thai 
some  of  you  boys  will  take  advantage  of 
the  first  opportunity  and  come  down  to 
see  this  building  and  get  some  of  the 
sea  breezes.  It  will  do  you  good.  Espe- 
cially some  of  the  good  boys  across  the 
sound.  You  might  say,  "I  don't  have 
time  to  get  off  from  duty,"  but  remember 
it  is  all  in  a  lifetime  and  you  will  not 
miss  it  in  the  long  run. 
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Well,  boys,  how  are  you  getting  along 
with  your  work?  I  am  all  wrapped  up 
with  weeds  and  grass.  I  am  doing  the 
best  I  can  with  my  three  little  bucks, 
trying  to  kill  it;  but  I  find  it  a  hard 
thing  to  do,  for  I  have  four  and  ono-half 
miles  of  double  track,  six  and  one-half 
miles  of  single  track  and  about  five  miles 
of  siding,  so  you  can  see  what  I  have  to 
contend  with.  But  let's  all  look  forward 
to  better  times  after  a  while,  and  if  we 
stand  together  it  will  be  sure  to  come. 

You  know,  brothers,  tomorrow,  July 
5th,  is  the  last  day  of  grace  before  we 
will  be  out  of  line  and  surface  unless  we 
have  paid  up  our  dur«  and  have  our 
working  cards  In  our  pocket.  I  received 
mine  on  June  22d,  and  I  hope  by  the  time 
this  letter  reaches  our  Advocate  every 
member  in  our  craft  will  have  their 
working  cards  and  be  able  to  say,  "I  am 
one  among  you."  Now,  boys,  let  us  stick 
together  and  be  men,  put  our  hands  and 
hearts  together,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  and 
push  the  old  wheel  of  progress  along. 

I  notice  there  are  still  several  who 
have  not  paid  their  assessments  which 
were  levied  to  pay  the  expenses  of  our 
committee  when  we  met  the  management 
on  April  20th.  I  hope  that  every  mem* 
ber  who  has  not  done  his  part,  that  his 
eyes  will  be  opened  to  a  sense  of  duty 
and  let  them  see  that  the  increase  they 
have  gotten,  beginning  May  1st,  is  being 
paid  unjustly  unless  they  fall  in  line  and 
do  what  every  honest  man  should  do — 
pay  up — ^and  every  good  man  who  is 
eligible  and  worthy  to  come  into  the  Or- 
der, come  along;  don't  say  that  we  can 
do  without  you.  Brother,  remember  ev- 
ery link  in  our  chain  makes  it  that  much 
stronger  and  longer.  Let  us  make  the 
Norfolk-Southern  the  strongest  Brother- 
hood road  in  the  South.  You  all  know 
that  where  there  is  unity  there  is 
strength. 

I  received  a  letter  from  Brother  W.  S. 
Powell,  our  Grand  Vice-President,  on 
July  1st.  He  was  at  home  at  that  time, 
and  stated  his  daughter.  Miss  Nellie,  was 
sick,  but  that  his  wife  was  better.  We 
truly   hope.   Brother  Powell,  that  those 


who  are  so  dear  to  you  will  soon  be  well 
again  and  fill  your  home  with  happiness. 

Brother  Powell  said  that  he  would 
soon  be  with  the  boys  on  the  Norfolk- 
Southern  again,  some  time  in  July,  and 
put  us  in  two  lodges,  one  in  Washington, 
N.  C,  and  one  in  Edenton,  N.  C,  and  I 
hope  he  will,  for  we  surely  need  them  so 
that  we  can  get  together  and  see  each 
other  oftener. 

Now,  boys,  when  Brother  Powell  has 
done  this,  I  expect  all  of  you  to  come  to 
the  meetings  and  find  out  what  is  going 
on.  I  have  a  letter  with  general  instruc- 
tions from  the  management  I  under- 
stand the  supervisors  also  have  a  copy, 
to  grant  all  members  leaves  of  absence 
when,  in  their  opinion,  the  company's 
interest  does  not  sufter  thereby,  to  at- 
tend lodge  meetings,  which  will  not  be 
oftener  than  once  in  thirty  days.  So 
come  along.  Brother  Powell,  and  fix  us 
up  so  that  we  can  ride  that  long-homed 
and  short-tailed  goat. 

Well,  boys,  I  will  close  for  this  time, 
hoping  that  by  the  time  this  letter 
reaches  The  Advocate  each  and  every 
member  on  the  Norfolk-Southern  will 
have  his  working  card  in  his  pocket.  I 
hope  to  see  letters  from  some  of  the  b03rs 
in  the  coming  issue  of  The  Advocate. 
With  best  wishes,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

S.    A.    SUTTOW, 

General  ChairnuM, 
•^y 

Aden,  New  Mexico 

Well,  here  I  am  once  more.  The  time 
is  at  hand  for  us  to.  line  up  on  our  dues. 
Let  every  member  put  his  shoulder  to  tlie 
wheel  of  progress  and  push  the  good  cause 
along.  If  every  man  who  works  on  track 
would  line  up  and  secure  an  up-to-date 
card,  it  would  only  be  a  matter  of  a  short 
time  when  men  in  our  department  will 
be  looked  up  to  the  same  as  other  rail- 
way men,  and  will  be  recognized.  Be- 
lieve me,  brother,  if  you  ever  travel  in 
this  Western  country  you  want  to  carry 
an  up-to-date  card.  If  yon  don't,  there  will 
be  no  favors  shown  yon,  but  the  man 
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who  has  his  card,  will  receive  plenty  of 
consideration  and  courtesy. 

Bvery  man  who  follows  this  kind  of 
work  should  haye  an  up-to-date  card.  He 
is  looked  up  to  as  a  living  being  and  is 
recognized  as  a  man  of  principle.  We 
owe  it  to  the  organization  that  we  live 
up  to  its  doctrines  and  all  that  is  taught 
us  in  our  ritual  and  constitution.  You 
know  if  the  trainmen  were  not  organized 
and  stood  by  each  other  as  they  do,  they 
would  not  be  getting  any  more  money 
than  the  poor  trackmen  do,  and  we  can 
do  the  same  as  they  do  if  we  show  the 
big  railway  corporations  our  ability  and 
strength. 

If  the  trade  union  movement  of  today 
were  to  be  abolished  the  American  wage- 
earner  would  become  one  of  the  most  ab- 
ject economic  slaves  on  earth.  We  have 
not  brought  about  the  millennium  yet,  far 
from  it,  but  they  have  lifted  labor  to  a 
higher  plane  than  in  any  other  nation, 
and  the  work  is  only  Just  begun.  Organ- 
ized labor  as  now  constituted  will  soon 
be  recognized  as  a  factor  that  does  more 
to  maintain  staple  government  and  bring 
about  a  higher  civilization  than  any  other 
known  agency.  Trade  unionism  spells 
success  for  government  and  its  people  and 
their  fight  against  the  employment  of 
child  labor  is  one  of  the  special  features 
which  should  bring  assistance  from  every 
good  citizen. 

Thousands  of  men  breathe,  live  and 
move,  and  then  pass  off  the  stage  of  life 
and  are  heard  of  no  more.  Why?  Be- 
cause they  never  do  a  particle  of  good  in 
the  world  and  none  were  blessed  by  them. 
None  could  point  to  them  as  the  instru- 
ment of  their  redemption.  Not  a  line 
they  wrote^  not  a  word  they  spoke,  could 
be  recalled  and  so  they  perish.  Their 
light  went  out  and  they  were  not  re- 
membered more  than  the  insects  of  yes- 
terday. Will  you  thus  live  and  die?  Oh, 
brother,  immortal,  live  for  something. 
Do  some  good  and  leave  behind  you  a 
monument  of  virtue  that  the  storms  of 
time  can  never  destroy.  Write  your 
name  by  kindness,  love  and  memory  on 
the  hearts  of  those  you  come  in  contact 


with  year  by  year  and  you  will  never  be 
forgotten.  Your  memory  and  your  deeds 
will  be  as  legible  on  the  hearts  you  leave 
behind  as  the  stars  on  the  brow  of  the 
evening.  They  will  shine  as  brightly  on 
earth   as  the  stars  of  heaven. 

For  a  little  bread  and  a  little  meat. 
For   two   poor   soles   for   his   weary    feet. 
For  a  tattered  coat   and  a  bed  of  rags, 
And  a  curse  and  a  blow  If  he  ever  lags, 
For  the  right  to  live  as  a  worm  may  live 
He  gives  up  all  that  a  child  may  give. 

Ere  he   tastes   the  Joy   to  which  youth   is   heir 
His   brow    is   scarred   by   the   marks   of   care. 
Before  he  has  learned  that  he  has  the  right 
To  set   his  goal  on  the  fairest   height. 
He  is  robbed  of  hope  and  deprived   of  zeal 
And  is  bound  for  life  to  the  racking  wheel. 

Our  Ood,   we  say,  la  a  God  of  love. 
And  we  preach  of   glories  that  are  above; 
For  the  little  slave  when  he  slaves  no  more 
Win  be  welcomed  by  angels  at  the  heavenly  door. 
May  the  glee  of  youth  he  has  never  known. 
Or  the  joy  of  winning,  become  his  own. 

He  may  never  know  that  the  world  is  fair; 
He   may  never  struggle  above  despair. 
He  is  robbed  of  the  chance  that  he  had  at  birth 
To  claim  the  prize  that  «  man  is  worth. 
And,  with  aching  limbs  and  eyes  that  plead, 
He  is  crucified  on   the   cross  of  greed. 

For  a  little  meat  and  a  little  bread. 
For  a   little  rust  when  the  day  is  dead; 
For  the  right  to  live  as  a  worm  may  live. 
He  gives   up  all   that  a  child  may  give. 
And  we  speak  with  pride  of  the  good  we  clAim 
As  we  lovingly  mention  Christ's  dear  name. 

Sincerely  and  fraternally  yours, 

J.  E.  Pancost. 
•<y^ 

Moncton,  N.  B. 

I  thought  I  would  write  a  few  lines  to 
the  dear  old  Advocate  to  let  the  brothers 
know  that  Moncton  Lodge  is  not  all 
dead.  Our  lodge  Is  not  very  largely  at- 
tended. There  are  quite  a  number  of 
members  who  do  not  come  to  the  meet- 
ings, and  I  think  it  is  a  shame.  There 
are  some  who  will  assist  a  stranger  to 
do  a  brother  member  an  injury.  Broth- 
ers like  this  possibly  may  be  ashamed  to 
meet  in  the  lodgeroom  with  the  members 
they  have  done  a  bad  turn. 

I  am  a  boy  12  years  old.  My  step- 
father is  a  foreman  on  the  I.  C.  Ry.,  and 
is  a  Brotherhood  man,  and  I  thought,  as 
I  never  see  a  letter  from  the  Moncton 
boys,  that  I  would  write  a  few  lines. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  to  the  Advo- 
cate, I  will  close.    Yours  truly, 

G.  H.  B. 
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Waynesboro,  Ga. 

Well,  Mr.  Editor,  here  I  come  again, 
asking  for  a  small  space  in  the  August 
Advocate.  I  hope  you  have  thrown  away 
that  hig-mouthed  wastebasket  in  which 
my  last  letter  found  its  way. 

Well,  brothers  on  the  C.  of  G.,  have 
you  paid  up  your  dues  for  the  last  half 
of  the  year?  If  not,  it  is  time  that  you 
were  getting  busy  and  getting  the  change 
to  headquarters  at  once. 

Brothers,  do  not  backslide  because  our 
way  looks  dark.  You  know  it  is  always 
dark  just  before  the  dawn,  and  I  think 
daybreak  is  almost  here. 

It  has  been  three  months  now  since 
our  committee  first  met  Mr.  Johnson,  our 
General  Superintendent,  and  I  am  told 
they  will  meet  again  on  the  11th  of  July, 
so  I  hope  before  you  see  this  in  print 
that  the  day  will  have  broken  and  the 
sun  of  prosperity  will  be  shining  our 
way. 

What  are  all  of  you  doing  these  hot 
days,  with  two  or  three  little  sorry 
darkies  that  we  have  Just  keeping  the 
track  in  shape  so  the  trains  can  run  over 
it? 

I  hope  that  the  railway  companies  will 
raise  the  laborers'  wages  so  we  can  get 
a  little  more  and  better  labor  than  we 
have  had  for  the  past  several  years.  The 
officials  of  the  road  do  not  seem  to  think 
it  takes  money  for  a  poor  section  fore- 
man to  get  labor  with.  They  seem  to 
think  that  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  get  a 
bob-tailed  fice  and  go  out  in  the  woods 
and  Jump  up  some  darkies  and  put  them 
to  work,  but  it  would  take  more  than 
that  these  days  in  a  country  prosperous 
like  it  is. 

Brothers,  why  don't  you  come  out  to 
the  lodge  meetings?  You  stay  away  and 
when  you  meet  a  brother  who  does  at- 
tend you  want  to  know  of  him  "What 
are  you  fellows  doing  down  there  any- 
how and  when  are  you  going  to  ask  for 
some  more  money?"  Brothers,  it  should 
not  be  "you  all";  it  should  be  "us  all." 
That  is  the  way  you  want  it  when  it  comes 
to  drawing  the  money,  so  it  should  be  "us 
all"  when  we  are  working  for  it,  so  come 


across  and  be  with  us  in  the  battle  until 
it  is  fought  and  won  and  then  you  can 
say  "us  all"  instead  of  Tou  all." 

Well,  what  has  become  of  our  Journal 
agent?  It  looks  like  he  has  gone  way 
back  in  some  dark  spot  and  is  biding 
himself.  Brother  Journal  Agent,  six 
months  have  gone  and  the  seventh  is 
on  the  way  and  we  have  not  heard  from 
you  yet    Wake  up  and  get  busy. 

Brothers  and  sisters,  I  will  ring  off 
for  the  time  being,  and  if  the  editor  will 
line  up  this  letter  for  me  I  will  freely 
forgive  him  and  his  big-mouthed  waste- 
basket  for  swallowing  my  last  letter;  so 
by-by.    Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

CsBrriFiCATE  No.  20197. 
•  o« 
Roxboro,  N.  C. 

Dear  readers  of  The  Advocate,  I  won- 
der how  every  one  of  you  enjoyed  your 
selves  on  the  Fourth.  I  spent  the  daj 
in  Durham,  N.  C,  and  I  certainly  Itad  t 
Jolly  time. 

Why  don't  the  Brotherhood  men  get 
their  children  to  write  to  the  dear  old 
Advocate?  My  father  Just  kept  after 
me  to  write  until  I  decided  I  would.  I 
wrote  one  for  the  July  number,  but  I  hATe 
not  gotten  it  yet.  I  certainly  do  like  to 
read  John  W.  Stokes'  letters.  I  hope  to 
see  one  of  them  in  the  next  issue. 

Perhaps  some  of  the  readers  would 
like  to  know  what  is  raised  in  this  sec- 
tion of  North  Carolina.  We  raise  to- 
bacco, com,  wheat,  Irish  and  sweet  po- 
tatoes and   cotton,   but  not  very  much. 

I  always  look  forward  to  the  month  of 
August,  for  we  generally  take  our  vaca- 
tion about  that  time.  We  are  going  to 
visit  our  relatives  in  Bristol,  Tenn.,  Mar 
ion  and  Ivanhoe,  Va. 

I  would  like  very  much  to  get  acquaint- 
ed with  some  of  The  Advocats  readers. 
My  father  had  a  slight  accident  on  bis 
section  a  few  days  ago.  The  tender  on 
a  passenger  train  Jumped  the  track*  but 
did  not  do  much  damage.  He  has  twelve 
miles  of  track  and  it  is  not  in  very  good 
condition.  If  any  of  The  Advocate  read- 
ers ever  come  over  on  the  Lynchburg  and 
Durham    divisions,    I    ^ireuld    like  t^ 
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much  to  have  them  come  and  visit  me.  I 
have  one  sister  and  a  brother.  My  sis- 
ter's name  is  Nellie.  She  is  18  years  of 
age,  and  my  brother's  name  is  Clyde; 
he  is  13.  Nellie,  Clyde  and  my  mother 
are  off  visiting  now,  and  father  and  I 
have  to  keep  house.  It  isn't  an  easy  Job, 
either. 

Well,  I  guess  I  had  better  bring  my 
letter  to  a  close  now,  as  there  are  many 
others  who  can  write  more  interesting 
letters.  I  will  gladly  exchange  postcards 
with  any  of  TAs  Advocate  readers. 
Sincerely  yours, 

Howard  Swabtz. 

•  o^ 

Big  Flats,  N.  Y. 

I  wish  to  inform  the  members  of  tht 
D.  L.  &  W.  that  Lodge  83  sUll  exists  with 
a  good  increase  in  its  membership,  and 
that  the  same  is  due  to  Organizer  T.  C. 
Powers,  who  is  doing  good  work  on  the 
line  and  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to 
write  on  this  day  when  all  American 
hearts  are  filled  with  enthusiasm.  We 
have  a  cause  on  hand  now  parallel  to 
the  one  of  1776,  but  our  fight  now  is  be- 
tween labor  and  capitalists,  but  let  our 
members  everywhere  try  to  remem- 
ber the  old  maxim:  "United  We  stand, 
divided  we  fall."  I  wish  our  members 
everywhere  who  read  The  Advocate 
through  once  would  write  and  they  will 
have  a  better  idea  of  what  is  required  of 
them.  After  reading  it,  pass  it  along  to 
some  non-member  in  order  that  he  might 
receive  an  inspiration. 

Yours  truly. 

Journal  Agent. 

•  (y 

Marienette,  Wis. 

Hello,  brothers,  Menonimee  Lodge  522 
Is  sending  out  search  warrants  for  a 
Journal  agent  who  was  elected  at  our 
meeting  in  the  month  of  March.  Has 
anyone  seen  anything  of  him?  I  expect 
he  is  looking  up  bad  spots  in  the  day 
time  and  perhaps  pulling  stumps  in  the 
evening. 

At  our  last  meeting  held  at  Escanaba 
our  lodge  was  very  close  to  the  200  mark. 


so  I  think  we  have  done  very  well  on 
the  Peninsular  Division  of  the  C.  &  N. 
W.  Ry.  since  we  started  to  organize.    The 

B.  ft  B.  Dept  Is  very  near  solid  on  the 
Marinette  ft  Escanaba  Div.  What  is  the 
matter  with  the  brothers  on  the  Iron 
Mountain  division?  I  iMiderstand  there 
is  some  opposition  on  that  division  and 
that  one  man  especially  is  working 
against  the  organization.  There  is  a 
sajrlng,  "Every  dog  has  its  day,"  and  per- 
haps those  who  are  now  opposing  the  or- 
ganization may  come  to  the  end  of  their 
opposition. 

Our  committee  has  not  been  able  to  ac- 
complish anything  definite  so  far  in  our 
favor,  but,  brothers,  we  must  not  be  dis- 
couraged. Let  us  stick  together  and 
there  Is  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  we 
will  get  what  we  are  looking  for.  Just 
see  how  long  it  took  the  trainmen  and 
O.  R.  T.  men  to  get  what  they  wanted, 
but  they  got  it  because  they  stuck  to- 
gether and,  brothers,  if  we  will  only  stick 
together  and  do  what  is  right,  it  will  be 
only  a  short  time  until  every  man  on  the 

C.  ft  N.  W.  will  be  a  member  in  good 
standing,  and  then  we  will  have  it  our 
way.  I  believe  our  organizers  are  doing 
good  work,  but  we  have  to  assist  them  in 
every  way  we  possible  can  to  keep^  our- 
selves on  the  right  road,  and  we  will  cer- 
tainly win  out 

Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

B.  L. 

M>« ^ 

Cary,   N.   C. 

I  will  endeavor  to  write  a  few  lines  for 
the  dear  old  Advocate.  It  has  been  a  wel- 
come visitor  to  my  home  for  about  twelve 
years,  and  since  I  joined  the  union  I  have 
been  able  to  lay  aside  enough  to  buy  me 
a  nice  home,  also  some  extra  land  and  a 
motor  car,  with  which  I  do  my  own 
tracking,  and  my  better  half  can  boast  of 
a  nice  range  and  many  other  comforts 
which  we  would  not  be  able  to  enjoy  If 
it  were  not  for  our  organization. 

I  have  five  boys,  but  only  one  little 
girl,  who  is  Just  7  ye*r8  old.  I  have 
given  her  an  organ,  but  she  is  pulling 
me  now  for  a  piano,  as  she  dearly  loves 
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music.  My  two  oldest  boys  work  with 
me  when  they  don't  go  to  school.  I  have 
been  with  the  Southern  now  twenty-three 
years,  and  I  have  an  annual  pass  for 
myself  and  wife  over  the  entire  Southern 
Railway.  I  have  a  good  section  and  live 
in  a  nice  town.  We  like  the  officials  on 
this  division  very  much,  as  we  find  they 
appreciate  good  services  from  their  em- 
ployes. I  have  one  brother  on  the  C.  ft 
O.,  and  have  a  nephew  also,  who  is  road- 
master  on  the  N.  ft  W. 

We  are  having  lots  of  dry  weather  now. 
I  am  enclosing  a  picture  of  myself  and 
men  which  I  would  like  to  see  published 
in  The  Advocate.  The  picture  is  small, 
but  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  get  a  good 
plate  from  it. 

I  hope  the  editor  will  be  kind  enough 
to  line  up  this  letter  for  me,  as  I  am  a 
poor  writer.  I  would  like  to  read  some 
letters  from  the  boys  in  Virginia;  that  is 
where  I  was  bom  and  raised. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

C.  B.  T. 

Editor*s  Note — ^Will  be  unable  to  pub- 
lish  the   picture   in   this   issue   of   The 
Advocate,  but  as   soon   as  the  plate   is 
made  will  publish  in  some  future  issue. 
. »<>♦ 

Bloomfield,   N.  B. 

Well,  boys  and  girls,  as  my  letter 
reached  The  Advocate  I  thought  I  would 
write  again. 

I  am  in  grade  three  now.  Bloomfield 
is  a  pretty  little  place.  We  have  a  good 
school  with  manual  training  and  physical 
drill.  There  are  twenty-seven  pupils  in 
the  primary  room.  I  like  to  read  the 
letters  from  the  boys  and  girls. 
Yours  truly, 

Fbed  Denean. 

•  o* 


Lawrenceburg,  Ky. 

I  have  been  looking  through  The  Ad- 
vocate for  some  time,  but  not  having 
seen  any  correspondence  from  Lodge  204, 
have  concluded  to  write  a  few  lines  my- 
self. 

We  are  still  in  the  land  of  the  living 
and   held   our   regular   meeting  on  May 


28th  with  a  very  good  attendance.  We 
<iow  have  about  forty  members  In  good 
standing  and  our  meetings  are  alwayi 
very  interesting.  We  have  a  good  larfB 
lodgeroom  and  plenty  of  room  for  all  of 
our  members  to  attend  the  meetings,  and 
I  wish  that  they  would  all  do  so. 

There  are  a  few  men  in  our  territory 
who  require  some  attention.  Liet  ns  get 
after  them,  for  in  nnion  there  is  strength 
and  there  is  no  reason  that  I  know  o{ 
why  they  should  not  be  members  of 
Lodge  No.  204.  I  am  a  section  hand  my- 
self on  the  Southern  Railway.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  only  myself  and  an- 
other with  the  foreman  belong  to  the 
Brotherhood.  I  think  that  all  the  men 
should  belong  to  it  I  am  quite  willing 
to  do  all  that  I  can  to  secure  the  co- 
operation of  the  non-members,  and  I 
think  that  if  every  member  would  do  the 
same  it  would  not  be  long  before  there 
would  be  no  nons  on  this  division. 

I  will  ring  off  now  and  give  space  to 
someone  else  who  is  a  better  writer  than 
I  am.  I  would  like  the  editor  to  liae 
this  up  for  me. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

Joubnal  Agent. 

Richlands,   Ga. 

I  hope  that  the  readers  of  The  Advo- 
cate will  excuse  me  for  this  time,  aa  I 
have  not  much  news  to  write.  This  is 
usually  called  the  dull  season  of  the  year 
and,  of  course,  news  is  somewhat  scarce 
with  me,  as  everyone  seems  to  be  keep- 
ing away  from  labor,  seeking  the  shady 
and  cool  places  and  picnic  grounds  and 
all  other  kinds  of  amusements  during  tlie 
summer  months;  but  I  hope  that  all  the 
members  of  the  L  B.  of  M.  W.  E.  will  not 
cease  to  work  in  the  interest  of  our  grand 
and  noble  order.  It  is  truly  time  for  us 
to  get  busy  and  arrange  for  our  fall  and 
winter  season  harvest  and  get  as  many 
new  members  in  the  order  as  is  possiUe. 
I  guess  we  can  all  see  by  this  time  that 
it  is  necessary  for  us  to  be  organised, 
and  if  we  aim  to  be  thoroughly  and  sub- 
stantially organized,  we  might  as  well 
begin  no*  as  ap^i,  o^e^^fegle  •*'» 
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regret  that  we  have  not  been  more  earn- 
est in  our  efforts  in  the  past  than  we 
have  been.  We  surely  have  been  sleep- 
ing over  our  rights,  and  I  for  one  am 
ashamed  of  it  As  the  old  maxim  is, 
"Murder  will  out,"  and  it  looks  as  If  it 
had  already  come  out  with  us  In  more 
ways  than  one  and  points  to  a  moral  in 
the  first  degree. 

You  will  exclaim:  "How?"  By  rea- 
son of  recently  having  to  take  less  than 
one-half  what  we  were  expecting  in  our 
new  contract,  and  why?  Because  we  were 
not  organized  well  enough  to  enable  us 
to  put  up  a  fight  for  it 

Our  committee  has  acted  with  good 
judgment  in  accepting  what  it  did  for 
08,  knowing  it  as  it  is.  As  I  am  con- 
stantly on  ihe  move  from  one  point  to 
another,  I  will  say:  "Boys,  you  all  Just 
go  ahead  and  whatever  you  do  is  all 
right  with  me.  I  will  be  satisfied  myself. 
I  can't  be  there  today,  but  I  would  love 
to  go  mighty  bad,  but  I  can't" 

Now,  brothers,  I  do  not  like  to  be  harsh 
with  anyone,  but  to  all  of  you  people 
who  are  so  badly  in  arrears  I  would  say, 
don't  stay  that  way.  We  need  you  and 
we  need  your  aid  and  money,  too,  for 
unionism  cannot  go  alone. 

Please  remember  that  since  the  second 
Sunday  in  July  Richlands  Lodge  No.  388 
meets  the  first  Sunday  in  each  month,  so 
make  your  arrangements  accordingly. 
All  visitors  are  invited  to  come  and  meet 
with  us.  We  will  give  you  a  hearty  wel- 
come, so  farewell  for  the  present 
Tours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

JouBNAL  Agent. 
— — *o-* 

Day,  Florida 

I  will  try  to  write  again,  as  I  see  that 
my  last  letter  missed  the  wastebasket.  I 
want  to  say  to  the  members  in  Florida 
that  it  is  time  everyone  got  their  shoul- 
der to  the  wheel  and  pushed  the  old  car 
of  progress  along.  Let  us  make  the  union 
strong  in  the  land  of  fiowers — as  strong 
as  it  is  anywhere  else.  We  can  do  so  if 
we  try,  and  if  we  do  not  it  is  our  own 
fault 

It  is  our  own  fauK  that  we  have  such 


a  hard  time  and  such  small  pay.  It  is 
not  the  fault  of  the  company.  If  we  do 
as  we  should  do  and  keep  the  wheel  roll- 
ing, we  can  get  what  we  ought  to  have. 
Let  us  get  busy. 

I  will  close  for  this  time,  with  the  re- 
quest that  if  any  member  knows  the 
whereabouts  of  S.  B.  Knight  I  would  ap- 
preciate it  very  much  Jf  they  would  let 
me  know.  When  I  last  heard  from  him 
he  was  in  Southern  Florida.  This  was  a 
long  time  ago. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

J.  R.  Knight. 
•-<>-• 

I  Day,  Fla. 

Well,  I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines  to 
the  dear  old  Advocate.  Although  I  am 
comparatively  a  new  member  in  the  or- 
ganization, I  am  not  so  green  but  that  I 
can  see  that  the  order  is  one  of  the  best 
friends  for  the  men  in  our  department 
I  am  working  on  the  S.  O.  P.  G.  R.  R.  as 
apprentice,  and  I  am  working  under  a 
good  foreman  who  is  also  one  of  the  boys 
and  one  who  respects  the  order. 

I  am  working  along  with  great  hopes 
for  the  future  and  believe  that  if  I  stick 
to  the  principles  of  the  organization  that 
success  will  be  my  reward,  and  I  believe 
if  all  others  would  work  with  the  same 
hope  in  view  they  will  also  succeed. 

The  organization  is  just  what  its  mem- 
bers make  it  The  unity  of  our  mem- 
bers is  what  makes  us  feel  strong  in  our 
work  and  it  makes  us  feel  better  toward 
each  other  and  encourages  us  to  proceed 
along  with  our  work  because  we  have 
something  before  us  to  work  for. 

I  will  close  for  this  time,  hoping  to  see 
this  letter  in  The  Advocate.  Wishing  the 
Brotherhood  every  success,  I  am. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

E.  O.  S. 

•  o-»— 

Leeds,  S.  C. 

Well,  boys,  I  wonder  how  many  of  our 
members  were  satisfied  with  the  last 
raise  we  got  on  the  S.  A.  L,  Personally, 
I  was  very  much  disappointed  and  I  know 
of  several  others,  at  least,  wi 
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same  as  I  do.  The  committee  had  the 
signatures  of  every  member  in  our  dis- 
trict that  we  would  stick  to  them  to  a 
finish  in  what  they  were  asking  for,  and 
I  do  not  know  why  they  settled  for  less 
than  the  schedule,  knowing  that  the  mem- 
bers were  behind  them.  A  great  many 
of  our  members  would  like  to  know  where 
the  trouble  was.  '  I  think  that  our  Gen- 
eral Chairman  should  make  a  statement 
and  send  it  to  each  member  of  the  organi- 
zation, giving  them  the  particulars  and 
causes  which  led  up  to  the  acceptance  of 
the  Schedule,  which  was  below  the  one 
voted  on  by  the  lodge  and  its  members. 
It  looks  as  though  some  one  had  a  spell 
of  heart  failure.  This  kind  of  weather 
and  small  pay  are  enough  to  make  any- 
one's heart  fail. 

r  hope  our  Grand  President  will  inves- 
tigate and  find  out  where  the  trouble 
was.  If  the  reason  we  did  not  succeed 
in  putting  our  schedule  through  was  be- 
cause of  weakness,  we  will  remedy  it 
right  away.  We  are  mending  a  great 
many  flaws  just  now  and  all  the  men  in 
this  district  of  the  Seaboard  Air  Line 
are  ready  to  do  their  duty  both  to  the 
Company  and  to  themselves  all  the  time. 

Our  committeemen  of  the  3rd  district 
went  five  men  out  of  line  when  the  com- 
mittee went  up.  What  about  the  other 
divisions?  If  any  of  them  are  behind, 
let  us  get  them  lined  up  at  once,  and  let 
me  urge  on  every  member  in  the  M.  W. 
department  to  pay  up  your  dues  promptly 
for  the  last  half  year  and  get  right  down 
to  work  around  you  and  see  that  every 
man  is  lined  up  solid. 

We  had  a  good  meeting  at  Monroe  our 
last  meeting  night.  The  boys  were  busy 
paying  up  their  dues  and  talking  business 
briefly. 

Now,  let  us  get  busy  all  over  the  sys- 
tem and  let  us  get  a  good  horse  to  lead, 
one  that  will  not  balk.  Let  us  not  get 
discouraged  because  we  did  not  succeed 
in  getting  all  we  should  have  got  Dis- 
couragement now  would  be  the  worst 
thing  we  could  have. 

We  are  as  busy  as  ever  on  the  3rd  divi- 
sion of  the  track.  Do  not  let  us  get  sleepy 
or  lazy,  but  get  right  down  to  business 


and  show  the  officials  on  the  S.  A.  Line 
that  we  Intend  to  keep  very  much  awakfi 
until  the  entire  system  is  organized  to 
the  last  man,  and  then  see  if  they  caa 
put  us  ott  with  a  drop  from  the  bucket 
Yours  in  B.  L.  A  U., 

B.  P.  G. 
•  <>• 

Bramwed,  W.  Va. 

Well,  brothers  of  Bluefield  Lodge  No. 
S4,  the  time  is  here  for  us  to  pay  oar 
dues  again,  so  we  may  get  our  working 
cards  for  the  current  term.  Let  us  be 
prompt  In  this  matter.  I  know  of  a  few 
who  have  not  paid  any  dues  for  some 
time.  Is  It  possible  that  they  have  back- 
slidden? If  I  do  not  attend  lodge  meet- 
ings very  often,  I  always  endeavor  to 
keep  my  dues  paid  up. 

One  reason  why  I  do  not  attend  lodge 
meetings  oftener  is  because  I  do  not  be- 
lieve In  having  the  meetings  of  the  lodge 
on  Sunday.  If  we  would  attend  church 
and  Sunday  school  and  become  moral 
men  and  citizens  of  our  country  and  put 
our  trust  In  God  more  than  we  do,  we 
would  have  better  success. 

I  know  of  a  few  foremen  who  have 
never  been  Inside  a  church  for  four 
years.  I  attended  a  funeral  service  not 
long  ago  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  there 
were  present  some  who  had  been  drink- 
ing. Just  think  of  such  a  sorry  specta- 
cle! How  some  men  conduct  themselves! 
They  had  not  even  respect  for  the  dead. 
Such  a  man  should  not  have  employment 
on  a  railway,  while  It  Is  an  evidence  for 
dismissal  to  be  seen  drinking,  much  le» 
the  disgrace  and  shame  It  brings  about 
I  am  thankful  I  have  had  too  much  re- 
spect for  myself  to  drink.  I  believe 
when  a  man  follows  drink  he  is  not  capa- 
ble of  performing  his  duties  as  a  fore- 
man. How  easy  It  would  be  for  him  to 
defect  his  track  and  wreck  the  passenger 
trains  and  perhaps  kill  scores  of  pass^i- 
gers.  I  want  to  ask  each  foreman  who 
uses  intoxicating  liquors  to  stop  rig^t 
now  and  be  a  man.  Tou  told  the  railway 
officials  that  you  would  not  drink.  Be 
honest  and  truthful.  GqOqIc 
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Tli«  road  officials  are  good  to  us.  We 
never  ask  a  favor  in  reason  but  what  we 
get  it,  and  when  we  want  off  for  a  day 
or  two  we  get  off,  and  besides  this,  we 
get  four  holidays  and  fifteen  days  each 
year  without  abatement  of  pay. 

This  has  been  one  of  the  hottest  sum- 
mers we  have  had  in  West  Virginia.  I 
have  a  lot  of  work  to  do  this  summer, 
and  it  seems  that  all  our  foremen  have 
their  hands  full.  Our  track  is  hard  to 
maintain  on  account  of  the  large  engines 
used  on  the  main  line. 

I  had  better  stop  now,  and  if  I  see 
this  letter  in  The  Advocate  I  will  come 
again.    Yours  in  B.  L.  A  U., 

W.  I.  S. 
•  o^ 

Knoxville,  Tcnn. 

If  space  will  permit,  please  allow  me 
to  say  a  few  words  to  the  brothers  on 
the  Knorville  and  Coster  Division  of  the 
Southern  Railway. 

At  our  last  meeting  on  the  fourth  Sun- 
day in  June,  we  had  with  us  Brother 
W.  S.  Powell,  V.  P.,  who  gave  us  a  good 
talk  on  the  upbuilding  of  our  great  work 
in  the  grand  and  noble  organization,  and 
we  all  enjoyed  having  him  with  us  again. 

I  was  pleased  to  see  so  many  brothers 
In  attendance,  but  am  sorry  to  say  that 
eleven  of  our  members  came  to  town  who 
did  not  come  to  the  lodge  room.  I  hope 
this  will  not  occur  again. 

The  officials  from  whom  you  get  per- 
mission will  find  out  that  you  are  going 
elsewhere  than  the  lodge,  to  places  not 
fit  for  men  to  go,  much  less  to  be  caught 
up  with,  and  they  certainly  will  cut  out 
your  pass  privilege.  Brothers,  when  you 
get  permission  to  go  to  your  lodge,  don't 
go  to  town  and  visit  gambling  houses  and 
swinkey  joints,  as  has  been  reported  in 
several  Instances. 

We  still  have  a  few  men  on  our  line 
who  want  to  reap  the  benefit  at  the  other 
man's  expense.  I  hope  this  will  not  al- 
ways have  to  be  said  of  our  good  men. 
There  is  only  one  chronic  kicker,  and  if 
I  were  he  I  would  be  ashamed  to  meet 
a  section  foreman.  Tou  can  surmise  who 
he  la.     I  am  sorry  for  such  a  man. 


Now,  brothers,  as  we  are  working  under 
our  new  contract,  with  a  nice  little  In- 
crease in  our  pay  check,  let  us  in  return 
put  forth  our  strongest  efforts  to  make 
this  a  banner  year,  both  for  our  employer 
and  organization.  I  hope  the  brothers 
who  are  in  arrears  for  dues  will  get  busy 
and  pay  up  and  get  an  up-to-date  card. 

I  would  like  to  suggest  that  the  corre- 
spendents  to  the  Advocate  sign  their 
names.  What  do  we  know  about  certifi- 
cate numbers?  The  letters  lose  more  than 
half  their  interest  when  one  does  not 
know  who  writes  them. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  A  U., 

G.  W.  Manes. 
>0h» 

Robson,  W.  Va. 

As  my  letter  appeared  in  the  July  issue 
of  the  good  old  Advocate,  I  will  try  to 
write  a  few  lines  for  the  good  of  our 
order.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  a 
number  of  laborers  along  the  line  of  the 
Virginia  Railway  who  do  not  understand 
unionism,  and  I  am  a  poor  preacher  to 
try  to  explain  to  them  what  this  Brother- 
hood really  means.  I  have  only  been  In 
the  Brotherhood  myself  about  three  years, 
but  I  know  it  means  right  and  honesty 
to  both  the  laborer  and  company  by  whom 
he  is  employed. 

We  should  be  honest  under  all  circum- 
stances in  our  dealings  with  the  company, 
and  do  good  honest  work  and  do  it  right, 
and  do  it  as  near  to  specification  as  we 
possibly  can. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  all  foremen 
do  this;  at  least,  a  very  large  majority 
of  us  do  or  we  would  not  stay  at  the 
same  place  as  long  as  some  of  us  have 
done;  and  then  we  are  due  honest  pay 
for  this  labor  which  we  are  performing 
— but,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  good, 
do  we  get  this?  Echo  answers  No!  in 
loud  tones.  We  are  not  even  recognized 
as  honest  men  when  we  are  found  on  a 
train  running  over  the  track  we  have 
worked  so  hard  and  honestly  to  put  up. 

Now,  brothers  and  non-union  friends, 
I  have  been  called  out  of  my  bed  at  night 
to  go  and  clear  wrecks  and  at  the  same 
time  had  rheumatism  in  my  ^ 
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that  I  had  to  split  my  overalls  and  sew 
them  after  I  had  put  them  on.  I  have 
worked  all  night  in  this  condition,  after 
I  had  worked  all  day,  and  what  do  you 
think  the  railway  company  said  to  me? 
"Do  not  show  any  overtime  on  your  pay 
roll  for  foremen."  Brothers,  is  this  treat- 
ing us  right  or  giving  our  little  helpless 
children  a  decent  chance  to  live?  I  know 
you  will  all  agree  with  me  and  say  Nol 
Then  why  will  so  many  stand  back  and 
seem  so  unconcerned  while  we  are  in  this 
struggle  for  what  is  due  us? 

I  do  hope  you  have  all  paid  up  your 
dues  and  are  in  possession  of  a  nice,  clean, 
up-to-date  card  to  step  around  with  for 
the  other  half  year. 

Brothers,  I  worked  as  a  foreman  three 
years  for  f 50.00  per  month.  We  had  no 
union  then.  Afterwards  I  Joined  the 
Brotherhood  and  soon  I  was  getting  f  58.00 
per  month.  Brother  non-union  laborer, 
does  this  not  prove  plainly  to  you  that 
there  is  something  in  our  craft  and  that 
if  you  will  Join  in  with  us  and  do  an 
honest  part  that  we  can  reach  the  goal 
and  receive  what  is  due  us? 

Well,  I  will  drop  this  subject,  as  my 
letter  is  getting  lengthy  and  I  have  run 
down. 

Say,  Brother  P.  J.  Noonan,  I  am  look- 
ing for  that  good  letter  of  yours  in  the 
Advocate,  but  cannot  find  it  I  hope  to 
see  it  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Advocate. 

Sisters,  I  certainly  enjoy  reading  your 
interesting  letters,  and  wish  you  all  a 
happy  summer,  and  will  say  in  conclu- 
sion that  I  hope  more  members  of  Lodge 
362  will  waken  up  and  give  us  a  lettter 
occasionally.  Wishing  the  Brotherhood 
and  Auxiliary  much  success,  I  am. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

Cabl  Rollins. 
•  o- 

Anderson,  Tenn. 

Dear  Editor:  This  is  my  first  letter 
10  the  Advocate,  and  I  wish  to  show  the 
boys  on  the  N.,  C.  &  St.  L.  that  there  is 
one  man  on  the  road  who  will  try  to 
write  a  letter  for  publication.  I  have  been 
reading  the  Advocate  for  some  time,  but 
have  not  seen  a  word  from  anyone  on 


the  N.,  C.  A  St  L.     Is  it  because  th€j 
are  afraid  to  write? 

I  have  been  working  on  this  road  nlie 
years.  It  is  called  "Grandpa's  road,"  and 
it  is  pretty  much  that  way.  When  tie 
officials  need  a  section  foreman  they  geih 
erally  go  to  some  other  road  to  get  him, 
while  at  the  same  time  they  have  expe- 
rienced men  working  on  their  own  rotd. 
This  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  it  is  nick- 
named "Grandpa's  road." 

Brothers,  I  will  be  glad  from  my  heart 
to  see  the  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  E.  organic 
this  road  from  end  to  end  and  secure  t 
contract  which  will  insure  us  a  square 
deal  and  so  we  will  get  what  is  comins 
to  us.  Brothers,  let  us  get  busy  and  see 
what  we  can  do  towards  getting  our 
rights.  I  say  "our  rights"  becanae  we 
are  not  getting  them  now,  and  all  of  yon 
who  are  working  on  "Grandpa's  road" 
know  it  If  all  of  us  will  get  busy,  we 
will  be  surprised  how  quickly  the  entire 
road  will  be  organized,  and  we  will  th^ 
be  in  a  position  to  go  after  a  contaet 

I  will  ring  off  for  this  time,  and 
scribble  misses  the  waste  basket^)] 
come  again. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  &  TJ., 

CERTIFICA'nB 

»o» 

Falmouth,  Fla. 

I  am  going  to  try  to  write  a 
to  the  Advocate,  as  I  have 
reading  a  lot  of  good  letters 
brothers  and  sisters  and  I  e: 
so  much,  but  I  saw  so  few  letters  tea 
the  S.  A.  L.  that  it  made  me  feel  Hut  It 
was  time  for  some  of  us  to  wake  up. 

I  am  on  the  EUavllle  section  and  I 
live  on  the  banks  of  the  old  Suwaoee 
River  between  the  county  bridge  and  nil- 
way  bridge— a  beautiful  place,  but  &  ftaj 
poor  house.  When  it  rains  the  roof  leaks 
so  badly  that  we  have  to  move  abovt  la 
it  to  keep  dry.  Still,  this  boose  eosts 
the  company  f  5.00  per  month  for  me  to 
stay  in  it. 

We  have  a  good  roadmaster  here  nA 
everything  is  going  along  very  nicely.  I 
was  at  our  last  lodge  meeting  the  4tk 
Sunday.    The  crowd  was  Act  Uunve  toA 
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this  makes  me  fight  harder.  Boys,  this 
will  never  do.  You  must  come  and  help 
keep  the  wheel  rolling.  Let  us  make  1912 
the  banner  year.  It  is  easy  to  go  down 
hill,  hut  not  so  easy  to  go  up  the  hill,  and 
a  true  brother  should  guard  his  reputa- 
tion and  stand  firmly  for  the  right  thing 
at  all  times  for  himself  and  company, 
and  do  all  he  can  in  the  interest  of  the 
company  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 
We  have  no  chance  to  go  to  church  or 
to  send  our  children  to  school  here.  I 
have  only  two  children.  One  girl  twelve 
years  and  a  boy  fifteen  years.  He  is  work- 
ing with  me  on  the  road. 


I  am  a  poor  hand  to  write  and  as  this 
is  my  first  letter  I  had  better  close  or  it 
will  surely  go  to  the  waste  basket. 

I  belong  to  Lodge  No.  17  at  Jackson- 
ville, and  I  am  going  to  attend  every 
meeting  that  I  possibly  can,  and  I  want 
you  brothers  to  waken  up  and  do  every- 
thing you  can  in  the  interest  of  the  com- 
pany and  pay  up  your  dues  and  keep  the 
wheel  of  progress  rolling  in  the  good  old 
way,  which  is  all  that  will  help  our  con- 
ditions on  the  road. 


Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 


M.  C.  S. 


-»<>-•- 


CHAS.  P.  ADAMS  AND  CREW,  Sec.  13,  C.  &   O.  RY 
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WOMAN'S 
CORRESPONDENCE 


Canaan,  N.   H. 

'^Pmr  Sisters:  My  July  AdvogaIb  has 
M-xeached  me  yet*  so  I  do  not  know  of 
m  Qie  good  things  that  are  waiting  us 
line  of  letters,  etc.,  but,  as  Brother 
;  orders  our  communications  in  early, 
[  not  waiting  longer  this  month. 
i  ^-.Kr  trip  to  Maine  to  organize  Vance- 
ife»  Lodge  was  very  successful,  and  I 
\m  really  afraid  that  Capitol  Lodge  is  in 
|||lttwr  of  losing  the  pennant,  in  point  of 
I^RMbers,  as  the  new  lodge  started  out 
l4k  upwards  of  40  members,  and  more 
|lii  iBqpected  at  its  next  meeting.  It  was 
jaAjr  a  pleasure  to  find  the  sisters  and 
IPNhers  so  interested  and  everyone  ap- 
ly  willing  to  put  their  shoulder  to 
>  irheel  and  work  for  a  successful  and 
able     Auxiliary     and    Brotherhood 

[Hy  stay  over  Sunday  with  Brother  and 
^pter  Caldwell  at  that  place  was  most 
t  It  certainly  was  a  great  kind- 
to  invite  me,  owing  to  the  sister's 
health,  but  I  wish  to  assure  them  it 
folly  appreciated. 

there   I   went   to   Calais.     Saw 

Stevens  and  Dougherty  of  the 

lodge,  and  they  have  promised 

would  do  all  in  their  power  to  help 

Border  City  Lodge,  which  has  not 

able  to  have  very  largely  attended 

for  some  time. 

pieeting  and  picnic  are  announced  for 

9th,  and  I  do  hope  that  these  meet- 

vill  be  the  means  of  all  joining 

for  the  best  good  of  the  Auxiliary 

I  would  have  liked  very  much  to 

been  there,  but  I  did  not  feel  that 

d  Lodge  could  aftord  it 

abort  visit  to  Sisters  Forbs  and  Al- 

pleasant  and  our  talks  on  Auxil- 

natters  were  mutually  helpful.     I 

the  good  news  will  be  what  I 

looking  for  from  these  sisters  directly 


after  July  9th,  as  they  both  promised  to 
write  me  directly  after  that  date. 

I  must  not  omit  to  tell  you  of  my  fine 
visit  to  Bangor  with  Brother  and  Sister 
Stout,  who  did  everything  to  make  my 
stay  one  to  be  remembered.  Certainly 
if  the  Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary  had  as 
enthusiastic  and  earnest  workers  for  their 
cause  as  Brother  Stout,  we  should  see  the 
affairs  on  the  move  in  all  directions.  Good 
news  from  Queen  City  Lodge  at  Bangor 
was  told  me  by  Brother  and  Sister  Bren- 
nan,  on  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of  call- 
ing,  and  more  members,  they  told  me,  were 
expected  at  their  next  meeting. 

Now,  everyone  down  East  is  wondering 
what  has  become  of  Sister  Bjrrd  and  her 
interesting  letters.  Do  let  us  hear  from 
you.  We  are  still  wondering  why  she 
has  deserted  our  columns. 

I  wonder  if  all  have  thought  how  the 
time  was  slipping  on  toward  our  next 
convention,  and  we  are  hardly  aware  of 
it,  but  the  time  will  be  upon  us  before  we 
know  It,  and  I  would  advise  all  the  Auxil- 
iary to  begin  to  raise  funds  to  send  a 
delegate.  The  only  satisfactory  way  to 
accomplish  results  is  for  each  lodge  to 
be  represented  in  the  convention  and  then 
get  points  on  the  work,  settle  all  griev- 
ances, bring  forward  new  ideas  for  the 
Order  to  accomplish  everything  which 
cannot  be  brought  about  in  any  other 
way;  and,  sisters,  do  not  plan  to  have 
your  lodge  represented  by  the  brothers* 
delegate  from  your  section,  as  everyone 
knows  who  has  been  to  the  convention, 
the  brothers  have  actually  no  time  to  at* 
tend  to  the  Auxiliary  meetings  and  get 
in  touch  with  their  business.  The  meet- 
ings of  the  brothers  are  held  continuously 
from  early  morning  until  late  at  night, 
and  committee  meetings  are  often  pro- 
longed long  after,  and  you  cannot  expect 
the  brother  delegates  to  neglect  the  af- 
fair,  of  their  own  lod^gfedbvGoOgle 
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Tbe  new  password  will  be  sent  out  right 
away  and  the  several  presidents  and  secre- 
tary-treasurers of  each  Auxiliary  should 
see  that  all  members  are  square  on  the 
books  to  Jai^iary  1,  1912,  before  the  presi- 
dent imparts  the  word  to  the  several 
members. 

A  number  of  the  lodges  have  not  sent 
for  their  charter  yet.  You  cannot  law- 
fully hold  meetings  without  the  charter, 
and  you  should  write  to  Sister  Jenness  at 
once,  giving  the  names  of  your  officers  and 
members  and  include  f  1.00,  and  thus  re- 
ceive your  charter.  The  charters  are 
really  an  ornament  to  your  lodge  room. 
They  are  made  exactly  the  same  size  as 
your  old  one  and  fit  the  frame  which 
was  formerly  used  and  I  am  sure  you  will 
be  pleased  with  it. 

I  shall  entertain  Capitol  Lodge,  Lake 
Port  Lodge  and  Wells  River  Lodge  at  Con- 
cord on  the  afternoon  of  August  19th,  and 
if  any  sisters  from  any  other  lodge  or 
the  Grand  Lodge  are  near  that  place  on 
this  date,  I  shall  be  glad  to  enterUin 
them  also.  I  especially  hope  the  members 
of  the  several  lodges  will  make  an  effort 
to  be  present  on  that  date. 

Brother  Lowe,  I  havo  not  heard  from 
you  in  a  long  time,  so  suppose  we  must 
expect  developments  for  the  good  of  the 
order,  as  silence  to  my  mind  means  some- 
thing moving  underneath  the  surface. 

Hoping  to  receive  letters  often  from  the 
sisters  and  that  the  good  work  will  con- 
tinue throughout  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  I  remain.  Fraternally  yours  in  L., 
F.  and  T.,  Cora.  B.  Smith. 

9^0- 

Hillsboro,  N.  H. 

Dear  Advocate:  I  am  a  little  girl  ten 
years  old.  My  grandfather  has  worked 
on  the  Concord  Division  of  tbe  B.  ft  M. 
for  26  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Brotherhood,  too. 

I  always  like  to  read  the  letters  in  the 
Advocate.  I  go  to  school  and  am  in  the 
sixth  grade. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  Advocate  and 
its  readers,  I  am.    Yours  truly, 

Ruth  Pebbt. 


Alvord,  Texas 

I  have  been  a  reader  of  the  Advocau 
for  some  time.  I  love  to  read  the  many 
interesting  letters  that  appear,  but  baie 
never  before  attempted  to  write  one  my- 
self. 

My  husband  is  a  section  foreman  on  tbc 
F.,  W.  ft  D.  Ry.,  and  a  Brotherhood  man. 
His  lodge  is  at  Wichita  Falls.  The  boys 
on  this  road  are  having  rather  a  hard 
time  of  it,  not  being  allowed  men  enough 
to  keep  up  the  track.  I  think  the  boys 
should  all  pull  together  and  that  is  what 
they  are  going  to  have  to  do  if  they  ever 
expect  to  accomplish  any  good.  The  road 
is,  I  think,  very  well  organized.  There 
are  a  few,  of  course,  who  did  not  line  up. 
but  the  majority  were  willing  to  try  for 
better  times. 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt,  I  had  b^er 
quit  and  leave  the  space  for  a  more  com 
petent  writer. 

Wishing  the   Advocate   and   its  many 
readers  every  success.  I  remain.    Tours 
truly,                           Mas.  A.  C.  Hejcbt. 
^<ym 

Merrimack,  N.  H. 

Well,  dear  friends,  as  my  letter  to  the 
June  number  of  the  Advocate  was  saved 
from  the  waste  basket,  I  will  venture  once 
more  to  write  a  few  words. 

I  often  wonder  if  the  Maintenance  of 
Way  men's  wives  are  as  anxious  to  get 
the  Advocate  as  I  am.  I  do  enjoy  reading 
the  letters  so  much.  I  can  hardly  wait  to 
finish  my  work  before  sitting  down  to 
read  it,  and  I  just  read  every  word  of  it 
but  as  all  good  things  come  to  an  end,  s4 
it  is  with  the  Advocate.  I  finish  reading 
it  and  then  anxiously  wait  for  the  next 
issue. 

I  told  you  in  my  last  letter  that  my  hus^ 
band  had  worked  at  track  work  for  4S 
years.  It  has  been  his  life's  work,  and  I 
am  sure  from  what  I  have  heard  people 
say,  his  track  is  in  a  most  excellent  con 
dition. 

Now,  in  speaking  of  the  Brotherhood.  U 
seems  to  me  that  every  man  who  has  hfe 
name  enrolled   as  a^  member  must  fed 
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proud,  for  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  noblest 
organizations  that  a  man  could  belong  to 
Why,  ju8t  stop  and  think  what  it  has  done 
for  the  section  men  and  what  it  means  to 
their  families!  Why,  I  can  remember 
just  a  few  years  back  when  (he  pay  was 
such  a  small  pittance  as  to  hardly  be 
enough  to  exist  on,  so  now  have  we  not 
a  lot  to  be  thankful  for? 

I  would  like  to  ask  through  the  Advo- 
cate if  some  of  the  sisters  will  answer 
and  adTise  if  there  is  a  Ladies'  AuxiUary 
Lodge  in  Manchester.  Perhaps  Sirter 
Smith  of  Canaan,  N.  H.,  will  answer. 

I  wonder  where  Linnie  Crass  of  Carlos, 
Iowa,  is.  I  picked  up  a  correspondence 
with  her  and  she  wrote  some  beautiful 
letters  to  me,  but  somehow  we  have  ceased 
to  write,  and  I  miss  her  letters  from  the 
Advocate  very  much.  I  wish  she  would 
write  again. 

Well,  I  must  close,  for  I  am  sure  the 
editor  will  be  out  of  patience  with  me  this 
time. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  future  success 
of  the  sectio^i  men  and  their  families,  I 
remain,                      Mas.  Lxjtheb  Reed. 
•o^ . 


Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 
Mr.  S.  J.  Pegg,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Dear  Sir:    I  received  the  check  you  sent 
me  and  am  returning  receipt  herewith. 
Many  thanks  to  you  and,  of  course,  I  will 
always  love  the  dear  Brotherhood  mem- 
bers.   There  is  not  enough  money  in  the 
world  to  place  our  dear  father  back  io 
our  home  again.    May  God  bless  you  all 
and  again  thanking  you,  I  remain, 
Bias.  A.  R.  Reid, 
20  South  Edna  St 
•-<>• . 

Van  Wyck,  S.  C. 

Hello,  dear  Advocate  friends!  How  is 
everybody.  The  best,  I  hope.  I  am  get- 
ting lonesome  these  days,  for  I  have  not 
been  receiving  as  many  postcards  as  usual, 
ftnd  these  days  are  so  long  and  hot  and 
dry.  We  had  the  first  rain  yesterday  we 
have  had  In  two  months  to  do  any  good, 
and  it  was  only  a  shower.    A  friend  was 


telling  me  the  other  day  about  the  weather 
in  other  parts  of  the  country  where  it 
usually  rained  every  few*  days  at  this  sea- 
son of  the  year,  and  perhaps  this  is  why 
it  seemed  so  hard  with  us,  but  the  show- 
ers are  certainly  welcome  when  they  come. 
Let  us  see  how  the  Brotherhood  is  pro- 
ceeding.  The  foremen's  salaries  have 
been  raised  2  pet  cent,  and  I  believe  the 
laborers  10  cents  per  day,  but  the  appren- 
tices are  at  the  same  old  f  1.25  per  day. 
It  seems  to  md  that  if  they  are  going  to 
keep  their  wages  at  fl.25  the  company 
should  pay  their  board  when  they  are 
away  from  home,  for  their  board  and 
lodging  runs  from  50  cents  to  f LOO  a  day, 
the  best  they  can  do,  and  sometimes  they 
are  compelled  to  sleep  at  the  depot  at 
that.  How  are  these  men  going  to  live 
and  some  of  them  support  families  at 
fl.25  per  day  and  pay  from  50  cents  to 
$1.00  per  day  and  lost  time  going  and 
coming  from  place  to  place  and  to  and 
from  the  same  after  the  blue  papers  and 
turn  them  over  to  the  restaurant  or  board- 
ing house  proprietor,  and  brother  fore- 
men, some  of  you  have  sons  growing  up 
who  will  go  to  work  on  a  railway  as  you 
did.  Don't  say  that  $1.25  is  good  wages 
for  an  apprentice  because  you  only  got 
75  cents  or  $1.00  per  day  when  you  were 
serving  as  an  apprentice.  Back  in  your 
time  you  got  plenty  of  hog  and  hominy 
for  20  or  25  cents  per  day.  See  if  every 
man  cannot  get  a  better  schedule  for  his 
son  when  he  is  an  apprentice.  If  he  is  a 
non-member,  bring  him  in  or  send  him 
to  the  field  until  he  has  time  to  consider 
and  wake  up  a  union  man.  I  guess  some 
of  the  people  on  this  division  will  say  I 
am  writing  this  way  because  I  have  a 
son  who  is  an  apprentice,  but  it  is  not 
for  that  reason.  My  son  has  quit  because 
he  could  not  live  on  the  road  at  $1.25  per 
day  and  pay  doctor  bills  he  had  to  pay 
in  this  chilly  country,  and  I  waited  until 
he  had  quit  work  before  I  mentioned  this 
matter,  seeing  that  the  committee,  so  far 
as  I  have  learned,  failed  to  get  them  any 
increase  in  their  schedule.  The  wholesale 
houses  pay  their  traveling  men's  expenses 
and  a  standard  salary.  Why  not  the  rail- 
way companies  pay  their  apprenticefjA 
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fixed  wage  and  board  bill  when  away  from 
their  regular  boarding  bouses.  It  is  often 
tbe  case  that  a  man  when  be  is  sent  out 
to  relieve,  if  be  bas  not  tbe  money  to  pay 
in  advance  for  eacb  meal  as  be  eats  it^  he 
bas  to  sleep  in  tbe  office  or  waiting  room 
of  tbe  depot  and  get  a  few  soda  crackers 
and  a  cheap  can  of  fish  and  make  bis 
meals  in  this  way;  that  is,  of  course,  if 
they  are  sent  to  a  place  where  they  have 
not  a  lunch  counter.  If  it  could  be  fixed 
so  they  could  get  lodging  at  the  fore- 
man's residence  and  tbe  company  pay  for 
same  it  would  be  different 

Well,  I  am  getting  a  little  hungry  my- 
self, and  I  guess  the  editor  will  be  before 
he  gets  this  copied,  so  I  will  stop  for  tbe 
present  and  cook  dinner. 

I  am  not  succeeding  very  fast  in  get- 
ting members  for  our  Order,  but  I  have 
not  given  up  trying  yet 

Wishing  success  to  the  Brotherhood  and 
Auxiliary,  I  remain.  Yours  in  F.,  L. 
and  T.,  Luor  Savagk. 

Monticello,  Miss. 

Monticello,  Miss. 
Mr.  S.  J.  Pegg,  St  Louis,  Mo. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  21st  con- 
taining check  for  f  111.11,  amount  due  me 
on  my  father's  insurance  policy,  was  re> 
ceived  O.  K.    Please  accept  my  thanks. 

I  assure  you  I  will  use  it  to  the  best 
advantage  and  not  in  a  wasteful  manner. 
Mr.  Reaves  and  I  both  believe  in  the 
Brotherhood,  and  if  be  ever  goes  back  to 
tbe  railway  be  will  join  again. 
With  best  wishes  to  the  Order,  I  am. 
Most  thankfully  yours, 
Mas.  Qebtis  Reaves. 
»o» 

Tomsburg,  W.  Va. 

I  have  often  thought  I  would  write  to 
the  Advocate,  but  have  put  it  off  from  one 
time  to  another.  I  always  enjoy  the  many 
nice  letters,  and  often  think  if  I  could 
write  as  interesting  letters  as  some  of  the 
sisters,  I  would  write  one  each  and  every 
month. 

My  husband  is  a  section  foreman  on 
Faint  Creek  branch.    He  bas  been  a  fore- 


man for  five  years.  I  suppose  some  of  you 
will  think  that  is  but  a  few  years,  but  be 
is  Just  27  years  old,  while  I  am  23.  Be 
belongs  to  the  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  IL,  and 
thinks  it  is  a  grand  order.  He  always 
carries  an  up-to-date  card  in  his  pocket 
He  belongs  to  Huntington  Lodge  No.  Ill 
He  does  not  get  to  attend  regularlj  on 
account  of  it  being  so  far.  He  attended 
last  meeting  night,  the  first  time  for  sev- 
eral months. 

We  live  in  a  real  nice  place,  but  we  hive 
no  Sunday  School  close,  and  we  hsTe  & 
little  girl  who  should  be  in  Sanday 
School  every  Sunday,  as  she  will  soon  be 
five  years  old,  and  we  have  another  bal7 
girl  16  months  old.  They  are  all  the  com- 
pany I  have,  as  there  is  no  one  living  ml 
close  to  us,  but  there  is  no  time  for  beim 
lonesome  where  there  are  two  chOdns. 
Our  oldest  child's  name  is  Olive  and  the 
younger  one.  Ruby.  They  are  very  fWd 
of  their  father  as  well  as  m3rselt 

Well,  the  Fourth  of  July  has  passed  a»d 
it  certainly  was  different  from  last  year. 
There  was  a  flood,  one  of  the  largest  that 
was  ever  known  here.  Some  of  tbe  peoi^ 
lost  every  piece  of  furniture  they  bad  ia 
their  house,  but  as  good  luck  would  ban 
it,  no  one  lost  their  life,  although  soiae 
came  very  near.  If  tbe  water  had  come  la 
tbe  night  there  would  have  been  bnt  fc* 
people  left  on  this  creek. 

Well,  I  know  the  editor  will  be  tired 
of  me  and  he  won't  want  me  to  write 
again  soon,  but  if  my  letter  escapes  tbe 
waste  basket  it  will  be  a  surprise  to  mj 
husband,  as  he  doesn't  know  I  am  writing 
this,  and  I'll  not  tell  him,  but  be  wW 
soon  find  it  out  when  he  reads  tbe  As^ 

CATS. 

Miss  Minnie  Patterson,  what  has  beoost 
of  you?  I  never  see  any  letters  from  V^ 
any  more.  Little  Maud  Williams,  V* 
must  be  a  dear  little  girl,  your  letters  tf* 
so  nice.  Your  christian  name  is  tbe  safl* 
as  mine. 

Well.  I  will  close,  asking  the  editor  ti 
correct  all  misUkes,  and  wishing  tfei 
Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary  much  suoce* 
I  am,    Yours  truly. 

^     MB8.  O.  R.  Mai. 
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Mount  Airy,  Ga. 

Dear  Editor:  Will  you  give  a  welcome 
to  a  stranger  in  your  midst?  I  am  a 
constant  reader  of  the  Advocate  and  en- 
joy the  letters  very  much.  I  have  often 
wanted  to  write  to  the  dear  old  Advocate, 
but  hesitated  for  fear  of  the  waste  basket. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  and  a 
member  of  the  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  E.  We 
live  in  a  beautiful  little  town.  There  is 
a  large  hotel  where  a  good  many  people 
stay  for  the  summer.  We  have  a  beauti- 
ful view  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains. 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt,  I  will  make 
it  short  and  will  write  again  if  this  es- 
capes the  waste  basket. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  Brotherhood 
and  much  success  to  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary, 
Sincerely, 
Gebtbude  E.  Walker. 
»o» 

Ohatchee,  Ala. 

Hello,  dear  Advocate  readers!  Here  I 
come  again  knocking  for  admittance.  My 
last  letter  was  printed  and  I  promised  if 
I  saw  it  In  print  I  would  write  again. 
I  do  not  think  one  could  spend  the  time 
In  a  better  way  and  I  want  to  begin  this 
letter  by  telling  you  about  our  picnic 
which  was  held  at  Zuni,  Alabama,  July 
1st  Oh!  such  a  grand  time  as  we  had! 
All  of  our  S.  A.  L.  folks  and,  of  course, 
a  few  of  our  neighbors  and  friends,  were 
there.  Our  train  left  Birmingham  early 
In  the  momlig  and  arrived  at  Ohatchee 
at  8:41  and  was  almost  loaded  down. 
There  was  such  a  crowd  got  on  that  It 
looked  as  though  we  would  not  find  stand- 
ing room,  but  we  did,  and,  meeting  our 
<tair  friends,  relatives  and  chums,  the 
time  passed  and  we  hardly  knew  where 
we  were  when  we  had  reached  our  des- 
tination and.  putting  our  car  In  on  the 
business  track,  we  began  to  pile  oK  and 
see  the  place.  It  is  not  large,  but  a  beau- 
tiful little  spot  A  crowd  of  we  young 
people  decided  to  wait  for  the  last  of 
the  crowd,  and  as  soon  as  they  came  we 
marched  out  to  the  picnic  grounds  in  a 
beauttful  shady  grove  where  thers  was 
a  church  and  also  a  fine  spring  of  water. 


We  had  a  jolly  time,  drinking  lemonade, 
eating  bananas  and  ice  cream,  until  final- 
ly came  the  best  part  of  all,  the  dinner, 
where  everybody  ate  and  made  merry.  In 
the  afternoon  we  had  some  singing,  and 
a  few  of  the  Brotherhood  men  made  some 
real  good  speeches,  and  all  you  railroad* 
ers  know  how  the  railroad  people  are 
when  they  get  together.  There  was  lots 
of  fun,  teasing  each  other,  and  you  young 
people  know  how  young  people  act  A 
girl  friend  of  mine  from  Meilga,  Alabama, 
and  I  were  together  all  day,  and  we  had 
our  fun,  too.  She  Is  so  Jolly  and  so  sweet. 
We  talked  of  the  nice  time  we  had  at  the 
picnic,  but  alas!  all  things  must  come 
to  an  end  and  the  time  soon  arrived  for 
us  to  depart,  but  we  left  hoping  that  we 
would  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  again 
at  another  picnic  In  the  near  future.  This 
Is  the  fourth  picnic  we  have  had  and  I 
think  It  was  the  best  by  far.  Everybody 
talked  of  the  good  time  they  had  and  were 
sincere  In  thanking  the  good  officials  who 
gave  us  our  picnic  and  helped  to  prepare 
for  It.  I  had  almost  forgotten  to  say  that 
our  roadmaster  could  not  possibly  be  with 
us,  but  he  was  not  forgotten.  Everybody 
prepared  a  great  big  box  of  all  kinds  of 
things.  Whether  he  appreciated  It  or  not 
I  have  not  heard,  but  I  am  sure  he  did. 
My  father's  lodge  meets  at  Piedmont 
every  third  Sunday.  He  never  misses  an 
opportunity  to  go.  I  would  like  very 
much  to  hear  from  some  of  the  many 
friends  and  chums  I  met  at  the  picnic, 
and  any  one  of  them  who  will  send  me 
a  card  at  any  time  I  will  be  sure  to 
answer  It  Sincerely  yours, 

DoNNiB  Barrett. 
>0h» 

Washington,  Mass. 

I  have  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  each 
month  reading  the  Advocate  and  I  look 
for  It  anxiously  until  it  arrives,  as  I 
cannot  get  out  very  much. 

I  think  that  If  all  the  men  would  only 
see  what  good  there  Is  for  them  by  join- 
ing the  organization  and  how  much  better 
off  they  would  be,  they  would  not  pull 
back  so,  but  would  take  hold  of  the  strong 
arm  and  help  to  get  It)ij!^d1fy©l5d5fle 
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try  to  save  the  ship.    I  am  glad  there  is 
80  good  a  chance  for  men  to  better  them- 
selves if  they  will  only  realize  it    I  am 
sure     my  husband     would  not  lose  his 
standing  in  the  union  for  a  good  deal. 
With  best  wishes,  I  remain. 
Yours  truly, 
Mas.  Frank  L.  Coy. 

»o» 

Buchanan,  Va. 

As  I  have  never  written  to  the  Advocate 
before,  I  will  try  now.  I  enjoy  reading 
the  many  nice  letters.  My  father  is  a 
foreman  on  the  construction  work  in  Ken- 
tucky. He  is  away  from  home  most  of 
the  time.  He  belongs  to  the  Brotherhood, 
and  would  not  be  out  of  it  for  anything. 

I  am  14  years  of  age,  have  four  brothers 
and  one  little  sister  only  two  months  old. 
I  have  been  going  to  school  all  winter, 
but  it  is  out  now.  I  am  in  the  seventh 
grade.     I  love  to  go  to  school. 

We  live  right  on  the  banks  of  the 
James  river,  and  go  boat  riding  very 
often.  I  can  row  a  boat  very  well  now. 
We  live  quite  close  to  the  C.  ft  O.  R.  R., 
and  the  trains  are  lots  of  company  to  us. 

Mr.  Powell,  we  often  read  your  nice 
letters  in  the  Advocate.  We  have  not 
forgotten  you  yet,  and  guess  that  you 
have  not  forgotten  us,  either.  You  used 
to  visit  us  in  Charlottesville  so  much.  Do 
you  still  love  black-eyed  peas  as  well  as 
you  used  to?    I  hope  so,  anyway. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  I  will  not  make 
it  too  long.  I  would  like  to  exchange 
post  cards  with  some  of  the  readers.  Hoj)- 
ing  that  the  Brotherhood  and  Ladies* 
Auxiliary  will  meet  with  much  success,  I 
am.  Sincerely  yours. 

Maby  J.  Madison. 

Williams  and  Van  Alstyne,  a  very  pop- 
ular and  prolific  team  of  song-writers, 
never  fail  to  have  one  or  two  big  suc- 
cesses on  the  song  market,  and  at  pres- 
ent they  have  a  novelty  in  the  song  line, 
a  typical  New -York  White  Way  song 
which  is  very  popular  in  all  the  restau- 
rants where  "swelldom"  dines  after  the 
theatre.  The  title  of  the  song,  "Who  Are 
You  With  Tonight?"  seems  to  be  the 
popular  salutation  as  the  guests  arrive 


and  greet  those  that  they  know.  It  is 
the  old  story  told  in  a  new  way,  and 
while  the  song  has  no  moral  to  speak  i 
many  a  poor,  deluded  man  and 
has  been  brought  to  reflect  by  the  i 
manner  of  the  jocular  questions 
seeks  the  information.  Upon  the 
the  song  has  also  proven  a  succeBB^'^ 
cially  where  the  singer  has  been 
pick  out  some  stranger  in  the  au 
who  was  having  a  good  time 
York.  On  one  occasion  a  vand 
singer  had  selected  what  In  his 
was  an  "easy  mark."  But  to  his 
fication  and  to  the  delight  of  the 
ence  the  man  got  up  and  flour 
legal  paper,  got  the  lady  with 
also  stand  up  and  introduced  hii 
her  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hiram  Thon 
Olean,  Pa.,  just  married  and 
good  time.  He  seemed  delighted 
discomfiture  of  the  singer,  and 
chestra  played  the  chorus  he  hix 
the  whole  audience  in  singing — 

Who  are  you  with  tonight,  tonight  ? 

Oh,    who  are   you    with    tonight T 

Who   is   the  dreamy,  peach  and  cr« 

of  sweet  delight? 
It    Is    your    little    sister.    Mister? 
honor  bright — 
Will  you  tell  your  wife  In   the   mo 
Who  you  were  with  tonight? 

»o* 


tej 


As  an  example  of  optimism  tiie1 
lowing  little  dialogue  from  tht*i 
Blade  takes  a  high  place  : 

"By  th'  powers,  it's  bom  lucky^A 

"Phwy  do  y*  think  so?" 

"I  was  hit  by  an  automobile 
was  startin'  fr  th'  shop  this 
made  me  stagger,  an'  a  cop  pi) 
for  bein'  dhrunk.    I  wor  licked 
an*  later  I  wor  blowed  fifty  feet: 
a  premachoor  blast    When  I 
Dugan's  goat  butted  me  into  It 
an*  th'  ould  woman  wor  layln' 
wid  a  rollln'-pin!" 

'An',  in  th'  name  av  th'  saints,  do  jet 
call  that  lucky?" 

"Sure!     Ain't  I  alive  this  momin'r' 
•  o^ 

The  Western  Pacific  has  increased  tlie 
pay  of  conductors,  enginemen,  firemen  and 
brakemen,  substantially  granting  their  re- 
quest for  rates  equal  to  those  of  the  Sovth 
ern  Paciflc.  r^^^^T^ 
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THE   STORY   OF 

TWO    FAMILIES. 

Original  Stort  Composed  Exfresslt  roR 
The  Advance  Advocate. 

Two  barefooted  boys  were  coming  from 

the  swimming  hole  one  day  near  the 
ittle  town  of  Ringwood.  There  was  noth- 
ing remarkable  about  either  of  them. 
They  were  of  the  working  class.  The 
thoughtless  man  would  say.  "Why,  these 
children  are  of  no  consequence/'  Still  it 
is  the  order  of  the  universe  that  every- 
thing must  change.  A  few  short  years 
and  these  lads  will  be  doing  things.  So 
let  us  educate  this  generation  to  the  im- 
portance of  taking  care  of  the  nation. 

If  the  French  had  begun  fifty  years 
prior  to  the  Reign  of  Terror  to  train  the 
barefooted  boys  to  look  ahead  and  steer 
clear  of  rocks  on  the  sea  of  their  dear 
nation,  the  French  Revolution  would  have 
been  impossible,  and  the  conditions  that 
created  Napoleon  would  not  have  existed. 
This  man  set  the  world  in  tears  for  twen- 
ty years.  No  imagination  can  picture  the 
extent  of  the  suffering  he  caused.  Let  us 
profit  by  this  object  lesson  and  save  our 
children  by  teaching  them  to  be  up  and 
doing  before  it  is  too  late. 

The  struggle  between  labor  and  capital 
Is  as  old  as  civilization.  In  fact,  this 
fight  was  on  when  the  human  family 
emerged  out  of  the  dim  and  uncertain 
past,  and  is  still  raging.  No  man  or  cor- 
poration should  have  too  much  power,  for 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  generally 
abuses  it  and  often  brings  swift  destruc- 
tion upon  himself  and  all  concerned. 

The  two  barefooted  boys  are  chums. 
They  are  often  referred  to  by  their  older 
friends  as  little  Damon  and  Pythias,  be- 
cause of  their  great  friendship. 

As  they  walk  along  they  fall  to  discuss- 
ing the  future.    "Say,  Joe,  what  are  you 


going  to  be  when  you  grow  up?"  asked 
Henry. 

"Why,  ril  be  an  engineer,  and  I'll  ran 
her  to  a  fare-you-well,  too,  Henry,  liki 
Uncle  Charley  Bickerstaff.  What  are  yoa 
going  to  her*  "Fll  be  a  sailor,  and  when 
I  come  home  on  vacation  1*11  be  dressed 
in  blue  with  the  swell  cap  and  broad 
legged  trousers,  and  all  the  fellows  will 
crowd  around  me  and  wish  they  were  me. 
The  girls  will  be  crazy  about  me,  bat  I 
won't  take  up  no  time  with  them,"  said 
Henry  Burg.  "Girls  ain't  no  good  any 
way."  "No,"  said  Joe,  "they  can't  throw 
a  ball  good  as  a  baby,  and  they  are  too 
easy  to  cry."  "Say,  Joe,  ain't  you  iJad 
you  didn't  be  a  girl?"  "Sure,"  said  Joe. 
"Henry,  you'n  see  in  the  papers  how  I 
run  that  engine  and  didn't  Jump  for  my 
life  when  I  see  another  engine  comins 
full  speed  right  into  me,  but  reached  for 
the  emergency  and  saved  the  people.  HI 
be  a  swell  dresser,  too — something  like 
Billy  Coglin,  who  pitched  the  greatest 
game  ever  played  in  Ringfleld,'*  said  Joe. 
•The  girls  will  be  after  me,  but  I  wUl 
cut  'em  cold." 

Henry  replied:  "The  reason  I'm  foins 
to  be  a  sailor  is,  they  won't  let  a  girl 
come  on  a  ship."  ^ 

TEN  TEARS  LATER. 

"The  bfPt  Uld  plans  o'mice  and  men  S^^M 
oft   agley." 

— Bar&s. 

It  is  a  beautiful  Sunday  afteraooa. 
Look  up  the  road  just  beyond  Henry 
Burg's  little  home  and  you  will  see  • 
pair  of  handsome  young  working  people 
They  are  man  and  wife.     Presently  the 

man  says:     "I  say.    Miss     Ophelia * 

"I  beg  pardon,"  said  the  young  woraaiL 
"but  did  you  address  yourself  to  mer 
"Sure,"  says  Joe.  "Very  well,"  said  she. 
"but  I  am  no  longer  Miss  Ophelia,  bst 
Mrs.  Joe  Bickerstaff;> at  your  service" 

--ale 
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'^adam,  I  stand  corrected/'  bowing  low 
and  taking  off  bis  bat  "As  I  was  going 
to  BtLj,  Mr&.  Joe  Bickerstaff,  what  par- 
tiealar  thing  about  me  attracted  you  and 
caused  you  to  become  my  wife?"  "Why. 
it  was  your  expression/'  said  she.  "My 
expression?"  asked  Joe.  "Tee,  you  can 
look  more  love  than  anyone  I  ever  met 
I  really  believe,  Joe,  if  I  should  happen 
to  see  you  give  some  other  woman  one 
of  those  looks  I  would  die/'  "I  would 
not  if  I  could,  and  I  could  not  if  I  would. 
Hello,  Henry  Burg,  how  you  coming?" 
said  Joe,  as  they  entered  the  little  cot- 
tage home  of  Burg  and  his  wife. 

"Joe,  do  you  know,  I  was  just  telling 
Julia  how  you  and  I  used  to  indulge  in 
day-dreams,  and  you  know  we  were  to 
be  woman-haters  when  we  grew  to  man- 
hood—you remember,  Joe?  You  were  to 
be  an  engineer  and  I  was  to  be  a  sailor." 

"Of  course,  I  remember,"  said  Joe. 
"Judging  from  our  present  surroundings, 
we  have  not  made  good  so  far  as  the 
woman  part  of  the  game  is  concerned." 
Here  everyone  laughed. 

•*Henry,  will  you  confess.  If  I  will,  and 
tell  here  and  now  what  caused  you  to 
get  married?"  asked  Joe. 

"Why,  it  was  fear,  pure  and  simple/' 
said  Henry.  "You  see.  it  was  like  this 
with  me — I  thought  every  fellow  in  town 
was  in  love  with  Julia,  and  I  got  scared. 
I  thought  if  I  didn't  get  busy,  some  other 
fellow  would." 

"Oh.  indeed.  This  is  getting  interest- 
ing, to  be  sure."  said  Julia.  "It  seems 
that  in  order  to  relieve  your  conscience 
ind  thereby  enjoy  some  peace  of  mind, 
rou  have  decided  that  you  will  confess 
that,  instead  of  marrying  me  for  love,  you 
>nly  did  it  to  spite  some  rival.  Really, 
this  is  sudden.  Ophelia,  we  never  will 
team  until  it  is  too  late  that  men  are 
leceitful  and  inclined  to  evil." 

•1  say,  Henry,"  said  Joe,  "I  believe  we 
lad  best  back  up  a  few  car  lengths  and 
take  the  side  track,  as  a  safety  measure, 
fou  know  a  woman  is  liable  to  ball  a 
nan  np  to  such  an  extent  that  he  will 
Blsreod  his  orders  and  thereby  cause  a 
rreclc     See?" 


"Julia,"  said  Ophelia,  "I  sympathize 
with  you,  and  now  I  am  determined  to 
hear  my  doom."  Turning  to  Joe,  she 
asked:  "And,  pray,  Mr.  Bickerstaff,  what 
prompted  Your  Highness  to  risk  your  life 
on  the  uncertain  sea  of  matrimony?" 

"Why,"  said  Joe,  looking  out  at  the  sky, 
"I  believe  we  are  going  to  have  some 
rain/' 

"Never  mind  about  the  rain,  sir/'  said 
Ophelia,  playfully  taking  him  by  the  ear, 
"come  on  with  the  information/' 

"Oh!  I  forgot  to  get  my  mail.  Henry, 
let's  walk  down  to  the  station  and  get  our 
mail." 

As  the  men  retreated  their  girl  wives 
called  to  them,  saying  they  were  veritable 
cowards  to  run  away  from  the  battle 
Which  they  had  started  themselves.  And 
the  only  reply  they  received  was,  *Tou 
win." 

Here  was  seen  the  result  of  intelligence 
amongst  toilers.  These  two  young  men 
had  tolled  long  and  faithfully  for  the  Red 
Rock  Railway  Company.  Bickerstaff  had 
started  as  wiper  at  the  roundhouse  and 
had  been  promoted  from  time  to  time,  un- 
til he  had  reached  the  goal  of  his  youth- 
ful ambition.  He  was  a  locomotive  engi- 
neer. 

Henry  Burg  had  started  as  track  la- 
borer, and  was  promoted  to  the  place  now  ^ 
held — section  foreman.  Their  wives,  like 
the  men,  had  been  fast  friends  from  child- 
hood. They  had  received  very  good  school 
advantages  and  being  fair  and  pure  in 
every  thought  were  a  product  of  our  civili- 
zation that  we  might  well  be  proud  of.  No 
such  material  as  these  were  found  in  the 
ranks  of  the  toilers  before  the  invention 
of  the  printing  press.  Only  two  centuries 
ago.  England  had  eighty  offenses  for 
which  the  death  penalty  was  inflicted, 
and  the  theft  of  a  loaf  of  bread  was  in 
the  horrible  list  Ignorance  must  be 
fought  eternally,  or  we  are  lost 

"Say,  Joe,  by  the  way,  how  are  you  en- 
gine men  getting  along  with  your  Union?" 
asked  Henry,  as  they  walked  down  the 
track. 

"Fairly  well,  I  believe."  answered  Bick- 
erstaff.    "We  have  succeeded   in  getting 
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our  wages  raised  about  50  per  cent  within 
a  few  years.  "Henry,  it's  too  bad  that 
you  Maintenance  of  Way  fellows  are  not 
keeping  up  with  the  times  in  the  matter 
of  wages.  Our  union  is  all  that  keeps  us 
from  working  for  the  same  money  you  do. 
If  there  nerer  had  been  any  labor  unions 
in  this  country,  I  would  be  running  an  en- 
gine for  a  dollar  a  day.  As  it  is,  I  get 
four  and  still  the  railroads  are  prosper- 
ing. Tou  don't  hear  of  any  line  being 
discontinued  after  being  once  built" 

"It's  very  serious/'  said  Henry  Burg. 
"Since  I  have  a  Wife  to  support,  I  have 
thought  more  seriously  than  ever  over  the 
matter." 

TWENTY  YEIARS  LATER. 

Come  again  with  me,  reader,  and  I  will 
show  you  some  changes  that  have  been 
wrought  in  the  destinies  of  our  two  fami- 
lies of  working  people  at  the  little  town 
of  Ringfield.  Joe  BlckerstafiT  and  Henry 
Burg  have  both  continued  in  the  service 
of  the  Red  Rock  Railway  Company  all 
these  years.  Both  have  held  their  old 
positions  and  on  account  of  the  engine 
men's  eternal  vigilance  in  regard  to  the 
matter  of  salary,  they  have  gradually  in- 
creased their  pay  until  they  receive  on 
an  average  1185.00  per  month.  The  Main- 
tenance of  Way  men,  however,  have  neg- 
lected their  business  and  only  receive  |55. 

"Ophelia,  does  Julia  ever  complain  to 
you  of  her  hard  fate  on  account  of  their 
poverty?"  asked  Joe  of  his  wife  one  day 
as  they  were  discussing  the  fact  that  Mrs. 
Burg  had  not  been  able  to  pay  their  house 
rent  this  month.  For  Joe  had  prospered 
many  years  and  had  built  two  cottages 
only  two  hundred  feet  apart  One  of  them 
his  own  family  occupied,  while  he  rented 
the  other  to  his  old  boyhood  friend,  Henry 
Burg,  the  track  foreman.  The  two  fami- 
lies had  long  lived  here  in  perfect  har- 
mony, and  were  a  help  to  each  other  in 
a  thousand  ways.  Bickerstafi(  had  been 
blessed  with  seven  bright,  perfect  children, 
while  Burg's  home  boasted  of  six. 

"Only  once,"  replied  Ophelia,  "did  I  ever 
hear  her  complain,  and  that  was  when  our 
two  girls  were  getting  ready  to  go  to  Vir- 
ginia to  attend  school.    She  was  over  here 


helping  me  about  our  girls'  clothes  to  take 
with  them,  and  she  said,  when  Heniy 
heard  your  two  girls  were  going  to  Vl^ 
ginfa,  he  said  be  would  give  his  right  arm 
if  he  could  only  send  his  Ophelia  alms 
with  them.  Julia  said,  'Henry  is  ashamed 
of  his  salanr*  and  she  is  careful  not  to 
mention  it  in  his  presence.  Then  Ae 
broke  down  and  wept  like  her  heart  woaM 
break." 

'The  Maintenance  of  Way  men  make  me 
tired,"  said  Joe.  "If  it  was  not  for  thdr 
families,  I  would  be  glad  if  the  compaa; 
would  cut  their  wages  half  in  two.  If  thej 
hope  for  relief,  I  don't  see  why  they  doat 
attend  to  their  business  and  follow  Uie 
example  set  by  a  hundred  crafts  of  work- 
ing men,  and  stand  up  for  a  square  deal 
Burg's  children  will  have  a  contempt  for 
him.  He  is  ashamed  of  his  salary!  I 
don't  blame  him;  I  would  be  if  I  were  he. 
And  his  angel  wife!  All  she  can  do  is  to 
weep!" 

"Wh«n  felf  the  wavering  balance  shakea  i 

•Tli  rarely  right  adjusted." 

— Bttras. 

Let  US  see  who  that  stranger  is  who  has 
just  stepped  ofiT  the  west-bound  train  at  | 
Ringfield.     He  pauses  and  looks  at  the 
sky,  which  is  very  threatening.    "There's  ' 
going  to  be  a  storm,"  he  says  to  himself. 
"I  will  go  to  a  hotel  and  wait  until  to- 
morrow.   The  man  on  the  Job  can  have  it  I 
until  this  storm  is  past"  j 

Reader,  this  man  is  the  roadmaster*! 
brother.  He  is  a  trackman.  At  the  hotel  j 
in  his  room,  he  draws  forth  a  document  \ 
signed  by  his  brother,  the  roadmaster, ' 
who  gives  Henry  Burg  orders,  and  who  j 
has  a  right  to  discharge  any  man  in  the 
track  department  on  his  division.  I 

"To  Henry  Burg;  Foreman  on  Sec  20.       i 

"You  will  turn  over  to  bearer  your  tooi 
house  key,  switch  key  and  all  tools  i^ 
your  care  at  once! 

(Signed)  "U.  Hatchett. 

"Roadmasto*. 

It  was  no  fault  of  Burg's  that  be  is  tl 
be  discharged,  but  to  make  room  for  tM 
official's  brother.  These  things  are  doM 
every  day  to  Maintenance  of  Way  meoi 
but  when  men  fail  to  organise  for  mn 
tual  protection,  therfrisjia  help  for  it 
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THE  STORM. 

The  peerless  Henry  Grady  must  have 
had  such  men  as  Burg  and  Joe  Blckerstafl 
In  his  mind  when  he  said:  "These  citizens 
will  save  the  nation  when  the  drum  tap 
is  futile  and  the  harraoks  are  exhausted." 

The  order  for  Burg's  discharge  has  been 
within  a  stone's  throw  of  him  all  day,  but 
he  knew  nothing  of  it 

**And  man,  whoae  Heaven  erected  face 

The  smllee   of   love  adorn, 
Han's  Inhumanity   to  man 

Makes   countless    thousands   mourn/' 

—Bums. 

After  the  furies  had  broken  loose  in  the 
skies,  and  nature  was  at  hammer  and 
tongs,  pouring  water  and  rushing,  howling 
winds,  accompanied  by  screaming  thunder, 
displayed  by  lightning  which  painted 
earth  and  sky  bright  for  an  instant  and 
then  left  all  in  darkness,  Henry  Burg  for- 
got his  suffering.  He  was  on  the  railroad 
bridge  that  spans  the  river  in  the  treach- 
erous Odessa  Valley.  Blckerstafl  is  out 
in  the  storm  also.    He  is  on  his  usual  run. 

Julia  has  tucked  her  children  away  to 
bed,  and  they  are  fast  asleep.  She  is  sud- 
denly attracted  by  a  knock  at  her  door, 
and  long  loved  friend,  Ophelia,  comes  in. 
"I  am  so  glad  you  came,"  she  said.  "Are 
your  children  asleep?"  "Tes,"  said  she. 
'^t  looks  like  I  ought  to  be  used  to  such 
ordeals  as  this,  but  I  cannot  sleep  when 
Joe  Is  out  when  it  is  storming." 

•TTou  haven't  heard  anything  from  the 
men,  I  suppose?"  said  Julia. 

•-No." 

'3y  the  way,  Ophelia,"  said  her  friend, 
"my  Ophelia  wants  to  get  some  work.  Do 
you  reckon  you  can  help  us  get  some- 
thing?" 

••I  can  try,"  said  she.  "What  kind  of 
work  does  she  want?" 

"I  suppose  work  in  a  store  is  about  all 
she  could  do,"  said  the  mother. 

-AU  right,  I'll  see  what  I  can  do." 

•TJsten!  there  goes  the  'phone,"  said 
Ophelia. 

"AM  right,  who  is  it,  pleaser'  asked  Ju- 
lia, her  ear  to  the  receiver. 

"Why,  Mrs.  Burg,  the  superintendent 
wants  to  know  where  Mr.  Burg  is." 

"He  is  out  on  the  track  and  has  been 
ever  since  the  storm  broke  upon  us,"  re- 
plied the  wife. 


"All  right,  thank  you,  ma'am." 
The  midnight  train,  commonly  known 
as  the  "Flying  Bat,"  is  nearing  the  storm- 
driven  valley  of  the  treacherous  Odessa. 
All  at  once  the  grinding  brakes  on  the 
wheels  give  notice  that  something  is 
wrong.  Now  the  train  is  slowing  over  the 
bridge.  It  was  Henry  Burg's  arm  that 
swung  the  lantern  as  a  signal  to  the  engi- 
neer to  reduce  the  speed  and  proceed  with 
caution. .  Burg's  trained  ear  and  eye  had 
been  on  duty  all  night,  and  he  knew  just 
how  much  more  strain  the  bridge  could 
stand.  He  lowered  his  lantern  by  a  cord 
from  time  to  time  and  carefully  inspected 
the  thundering  flood  as  it  rushed  madly 
against  the  structure,  while  his  ear  was 
alert  to  catch  the  first  sound  of  any  train 
that  might  come  along.  The  wind  was 
rushing  madly  upon  him  as  if  determined 
to  destroy  him,  and  his  strength  was,  in- 
deed, failing,  but  he  gave  this  fact  no 
thought.  All  through  the  long,  weary 
hours  the  cold  rain  and  driving  wind  had 
torn  at  his  shivering  form  and  as  the 
night  wore  on,  he  found  he  was  freezing, 
but  there  was  still  another  train  to  pass, 
and  he  was  not  the  man  to  give  way  to 
suffering. 

"Oh,   death,    the  poor  man's  dearest   friend. 

The   kindest  and  the   best; 
The  irreat.   the  wealthy,   fear  thy  blow, 

From   pomp   and   pleasure   torn; 
But.  oh!   the  blessed  relief  to  those 

That  weary   laden  mourn." 

— Burns. 

At  dawn  the  next  morning  as  Joe  Blck- 
erstafl was  nearing  the  Odessa  Valley,  his 
eagle  eye  detected  the  form  of  his  life- 
long friend,  Henry  Burg,  on  the  bridge, 
cold  in  death. 

"Joe,  I  have  just  been  talking  to  poor 
Julia.  She  don't  know  what  to  do  about 
.the  funeral  expenses.  She  says  she  has 
no  money,  and  you  know  poor  Henry  neg- 
lected to  carry  insurance,"  said  Ophelia 
to  her  husband. 

"Why,  tell  her  I  wish  to  pay  all  bills 
myself  because  I  loved  him." 

P.    W.    KiRKWOOD. 

Baducah,  Ky.,  July  10,  1911. 
^<y9 

Painters  of  Wheaton,  111.,  secured  in- 
crease to  45  cents  per  hour,  eight-hour 
day   and   Saturday  half   holiday. 
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THE  CONDITION  LABOR  IN 

•       THE  UNITED  STATES 

IS  APPROACHING. 


THIS  TIME  A  MEXICAN. 


By  A.  A.  Graham,  Topeka,  Kansas. 

Taken  with  the  smallpox  while  work- 
ing In  a  gang  of  laborers  near  Kansas 
City,  sent  to  Topeka;  refused  admission 
to  the  hospital;  placed  alone  and  without 
care  or  attention  in  a  pesthouse;  missing, 
found  lying  alongside  a  railroad  track 
four  miles  from  Topeka;  refused  aid  by 
the  county  authorities;  remained  lying 
on  the  ground  for  two  days  without  bed, 
cover,  food  or  medicine,  with  no  aid,  ex- 
cept that  of  a  telegraph  operator  who 
built  him  a  fire  and  a  temporary  shelter, 
until  at  last  the  city  authorities  removed 
him  again  to  the  pesthouse,  where  he  is 
in  a  critical  condition. 

This  is  a  digest  of  news  from  the. local 
papers  on  the  misfortunes  of  a  Mexican. 

My  first  article  on  this  subject  con- 
cerned   "probably   a   Russian." 

Familiar,  as  I  am,  with  physical,  in- 
dustrial, commercial,  religious,  political 
and  social  Mexico,  having  written  up  that 
country  from  these  standpoints,  I  quote 
the  above  as  a  text  for  my  reader,  and 
not  as  necessary  to  lead  me  in  my  theme. 
I  believe  also,  in  view  of  the  present 
revolution,  and  the  American  interven- 
tion to  establish  a  civil  government  there 
to  protect  foreign  interests,  sure  to  come, 
that  this  is  an  opportune  time  to  call 
attention  to  labor  conditions  in  Mexico 
for  the  information  not  only  of  those  who 
may  think  of  seeking  their  fortunes  in 
the  approaching  chaos  there,  but,  more 
especially,  with  respect  to  Mexican  labor 
in  the  United  States  as  related  to  our 
own  approaching  conditions,  or  chaos,  if 
you  please. 

After  one  has  read  European  history 
for  half  a  century,  he  may,  I  think,  be 
able  to  form  some  comprehension  of  the 
feudal  system.  Unwilling  to  admit  I  am 
that  old,  yet  I  have  sufficient  knowledge. 
I  believe,  to  warrant  me  in  saying  that, 
prior  to  the  legal  abrogation  of  peonage 
in  Mexico  about  twenty-five  or  thirty 
years  ago,  Mexico,  from  almost  every  as- 


pect, was  in  about  the  same  condition  as 
Europe  at  the  .time  of  the  discovery  of 
America  by  Columbus;  but  peonage,  le- 
gally abolished,  has  yet  remained  a  fact 
and  a  practice  in  many,  particularly  the 
outlying,  districts. 

Under  peonage  in  Mexico,  the  country 
was,  and  still  is,  owned  by  individuals 
of  families  of  Spanish  descent,  in  very 
large  tracts,  called  haciendas,  so  large 
that  we  will  have  an  inadequate  idea  of 
the  size,  unless  some  such  word  as  ditfrict 
or  province  is  used.  These  enjojred  the 
privilege  of  home  government,  had  their 
local  courts  with  all  attending  and  ad- 
ministrative officials,  having  full  juris- 
diction of  the  property  and  rights.  If  any. 
as  well  as  the  lives  of  the  people,  so  tbat 
we  have  here  much  more  than  a  lord- 
ship, a  domain  in  fact  eorrespondlng  to 
that  of  a  duke  or  a  count  of  feudal  times, 
but  a  lord  paramount  without  a  baron 
from  whom  there  was  no  appeal. 

While  traveling  through  Mexico  abont 
four  years  ago,  I  noticed  a  great  deal  of 
land  once  tilled,  deserted,  gone  back  and 
going  back  to  the  wild  state  for  lack  of 
laborers,  as  one  may  now  see  In  New  Eng- 
land. The  Mexican  government  was  thea 
attempting  to  prevent  emigration  to  ths 
United  States,  but  without  success.  Since 
then,  as  I  have  observed,  the  number  ol 
Mexicans  in  the  United  States  must  have 
much  more  than  doubled. 

I  recently  traveled  about  seven  hundred 
miles  by  rail  in  Kansas  and  Oklahoma 
and  saw  thousands  of  Mexican  track  la- 
borers, composing,  in  fact,  the  entire 
gangs,  except  the  white  foreman,  soon  to 
be  replaced  by  a  Mexican,  because  there 
Is  no  other  source  of  supply. 

Around  railroad  shops  and  induBtrial 
works  generally,  one  may  now  see  thou- 
sands of  Mexican  laborers.  All  these 
Mexicans  In  the  United  States  are  recu- 
perating from  the  effects  of  bK)w  starva- 
tion at  home,  and  are  gradually  aoqiuir 
ing  skill  for  better  employment  and 
higher  wages.  Last  winter  a  sevea-rooa 
house  in  Topeka  quartered  forty  or  fifty 
of  them,  but  this  was  probably  Inxuir 
compared  with  their  condition  in  Mexko. 
where  privation,  want  and  sufferins  hav* 
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prodnced  a  condition  to  be  understood 
only  when  seen,  so  that  I  need  waste  no 
time  in  attempting  a  description. 

Able  to  draw  only  about  twenty-five 
cents  a  day  as  a  laborer  in  Mexico,  one 
cannot  blame  the  Mexicans  for  coming 
to  the  United  States  by  the  hundred 
thousand,  where  they  can  obtain  five 
to  seyen  times  that  amount;  but  what  is 
happening  to  the  United  States? 

This  question  Is  easily  answered,  be- 
cause the  result  is  now  apparent  on  every 
hand: 

Acquiring,  at  the  same  time,  physical 
strength  by  sufficient  food  and  skill  by 
practice,  Mexican  laborers  are  rapidly  re- 
placing the  American  laborer  and  me* 
dianic  in  that  part  of  the  United  States 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Why?  you 
ask«  Because  the  large  industries,  and 
especially  the  railroads,  have  run  the 
American  laborer  quite  off  the  earth  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  These  con- 
cerns sought  at  first  to  supply  their  de- 
mands for  cheap  labor  with  Japanese, 
but  that  supply  failing,  the  Mexicans  have 
been  the  last. 

<3o8ting  us  nothing,  and  because  so 
finely  sentimental  also,  we  readily  sym- 
pathize with  the  poor  and  oppressed  in 
a  foreign  land,  but  a  different  rule  ap- 
plies, when,  by  lending  our  aid,  opening 
our  arms  and  receiving  them  with  en- 
thtisiasm,  we  are  endangering  ourselves; 
and  especially  should  we  not  continue  to 
do  so,  when  the  way  is  opened  to  the 
oppressed  to  better  their  own  condition 
at  home  to  a  greater  extent  than  here, 
as  Is  now  the  case  with  the  Mexicans. 

When  people  find  themselves  oppressed 
at  home,  they  should  rise  up  and  expel  or 
otherwise  destroy  their  oppressors,  as 
Mexico  has  Just  done.  This  is  a  speedy 
an<i  the  proper  remedy.  One  nation,  es* 
pecially  one  of  different  race,  should  never 
be  allowed  to  overrun  another,  when 
oppressed  at  home;  because  their  emigra- 
tion only  prolongs  the  home  tyranny,  and 
does  infinite  harm  to  the  country  of  their 
refuge  besides. 

This  sounds  revolutionary,  but  the 
thirteen  colonies  did  it,  Mexico  has  just 
done  it,  Portugal  has  recently  thrown  off 


a  hereditary  Incubucf,  even  half  savage 
Turkey  also;  so  why  should  we  think 
heroic  remedies  out  Of  fashion? 

Now  that  murder  and  •  intimidation  are 
no  longer  the  powers  that  be  In  Mexico, 
the  people  of  that  country  should,  of 
their  own  choice,  remain  at  home;  but, 
if  they  do  not  take  this  course,  then  this 
country  should  assist  them  in  the  solu- 
tion of  the  problem  of  local  civil  gov- 
ernment, first,  by  refusing  them  admis- 
sion to  the  UnitecT  States,  and,  second,  by 
forming  for  them,  if  necessary,  a  stable 
government,  anent  political  anarchy,  as 
we  have  done  in  Cuba.  The  thought  of 
annexation  is  insanity  Itself. 

With  foreign  emigration  of  all  kinds 
shut  off,  a  return  of  our  industries  for 
the  benefit  of  the  American  workman 
and  American  consumption  at  home,  thus 
cutting  off  the  tremendous  drain  of  money 
from  the  country,  sent  home  by  foreign- 
ers, we  will  soon  be  more  than  compen- 
sated by  the  increased  wealth  and  in- 
creased business  consequent  upon  the  ex- 
penditure at  home  of  all  the  wages  earned 
here.  The  great  employers  of  labor  should 
see  this,  but  they  do  not;  they  think 
only  of  the  few  cents  per  day  saved  on 
the  individual  wage,  losing  sight  of  the 
fact  that,  in  their  "raw"  state,  one  Ameri- 
can  workman  will  do  as  much  as  two  or 
three  foreigners,  especially  Japanese  or 
Mexicans. 

This  is  the  business  view  of  the  mat- 
ter; but  the  question  naturally  suggested 
here  is,  since  our  great  concerns  are  said 
to  be  managed  by  men  of  eminent  busi- 
ness ability,  why  is  the  opposite  course 
pursued?  The  answer  is  most  simple: 
These  concerns,  as  a  rule,  are  not  man- 
aged by  men  of  even  average  ability,  and 
they  often  entirely  lack  business  experi- 
ence and  all  other  qualifications. 

To  hold  any  position,  however  menial, 
below  the  official,  especially  with  a  rail- 
road company,  a  man  must  now,  by  a 
most  rigid  and  thorough  physical  exam- 
ination by  a  physician,  and  by  an  educa- 
tional and  practical  test  for  skill,  knowl- 
edge and  experience,  be  shown  to  be  phy- 
sically, mentally  sane,  educationally 
fitted,  practically  expert,  and,^ 
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reputation,  he  must  also  be  morally  good, 
financially  prompt,  socially  high,  honest, 
upright,  in  short,  must  possess  all  the 
cardinal  virtues.  To  be  an  official,  how- 
ever, none  of  these  things  are  requisltei 
We,  therefore,  see  the  reason  for.  the  dif- 
ference. 

A  personal  incident  here  furnishes  an 
easy  and  short  explanation: 

I  recently  met  a  friend  on  the  street, 
and  accosted  him,  "Hello,  Joe,  are  you 
still  working  in  the  shops  of  the  Blank, 
Blank  ft  Blank?"  "No,"  he  said,  "I  got 
tired  having  six  or  eight  foremen  over 
me  who  didn't  know  as  much  about  the 
work  as  T  did."  "That  is  why  they  are 
foremen,"  I  replied. 

Only  think  of  the  main  shops  of  one 
of  the  greatest  railroad  companies  on 
earth  presided  over  by  a  man  who  never 
learned  any  trade,  and  who,  as  a  fact, 
has  never  absorbed,  by  contact  or  other- 
wise, either  the  general  principles  or  the 
details  of  any  craft!  Naturally  this  man 
will  not  tolerate  under  him  any  man  who 
does  know,  but  wants  foreigners  who  can 
not  even  speak  his  own  language.  Othei 
reasons,  however,  are  assigned  for  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  American,  but  they  have 
no  foundation  in  fact  or  place  in  proba- 
bility even. 

The  railroads  are  indulging  the  delu- 
sion that,  by  the  employment  of  these 
Mexicans,  they  can  continue,  as  now,  to 
treat  them  as  and  how  they  please,  and 
avoid  all  danger  of  that  revolt  from  op- 
pression and  outrage  known  as  labor 
troubles  or  a  strike,  but  let  them  only 
wait  and  see!  Experience  has  always 
and  everywhere  shown  that,  when  a  mine, 
a  manufactory,  or  other  industry  becomes 
entirely  stocked  with  foreigners,  nobod} 
can  or  does  strike  just  like  them,  and 
these  Mexicans  are  Indians  also,  tractable 
under  kindness,  but  stolid,  indifferent 
and  immovable,  if  wronged. 

The  situation,  thus  presented,  leads  to 
this  conclusion:  Americans  should  not 
think  of  going  to  Mexico,  and  Mexicans 
should  not  be  permitted  the  freedom  of 
this  country.  This  will  be  to  the  mutual 
benefit  of  both  countries  In  the  end,  be- 
cause the  people  of  these  two  countries 


belong  to  different  races,  those  of  the 
United  States  of  mixed  European  stock, 
those  of  Mexico  emigrating  here  are  na- 
tive Indians.  Most  people  will  be  gretUy 
surprised  when  I  say  that  more  than  95 
per  cent  of  the  people  of  Mexico  are  na- 
tive Indians,  while  the  small  remainder 
are  chiefly  of  Spanish  descent 

Two  different  races  never  were,  and 
never  will  be,  successfully  governed  in 
the  same  country  under  the  same  condi- 
tions and  the  same  laws,  especially  when 
the  governing  race  is  largely  in  the  minor- 
ity, as  in  Mexico.  I  am  glad  to  see  the 
Indians  of  the  United  States  looking  to 
Mexico  as  their  future  home,  where  all 
will  finally  be  Indians. 

What  I  have  Just  said  applies  with 
equal  force  to  other  dark  difficulties,  bnt 
I  must  not  attempt  to  propose  a  remedy 
for  all  our  ilhi  in  one  dose. 

•  o^ 

What  to  Do  With  a  Bad  Temper. 

Starve  it  Give  it  nothing  to  feed  on. 
When  something  tempts  you  to  grow  an- 
gry do  not  yield  to  the  temptation.  It 
may  for  a  minute  or  two  be  difficult  to 
control  yourself;  but  try  it  Force  your 
self  to  do  nothing,  to  say  nothing,  and  the 
rising  temper  will  be  obliged  to  go  down 
because  it  has  nothing  to  hold  it  up.  The 
person  who  can  and  does  control  tongue, 
hand,  heart  in  the  face  of  great  provo- 
cation, is  a  hero.  The  world  may  not  hold 
him  or  her  as  such;  but  God  does.  The 
Bible  says  that  he  that  ruleth  his  spirit  is 
better  than  he  that  taketh  a  city. 

What  is  gained  by  yielding  to  temper? 
For  a  moment  there  is  a  feeling  of  relief; 
but  soon  <!omes  a  sense  of  sorrow  and 
shame,  with  a  wish  that  the  temper  hsA 
been  controlled.  Friends  are  separated 
by  a  bad  temper,  trouble  is  caused  by  it 
and  the  pain  is  given  to  others  as  wdl 
as  self.  The  pain  too  often  lasts  tor 
days,  even  years — sometimes  for  life*  As 
outburst  of  temper  is  like  the  barstlng 
of  a  steam  boiler;  it  is  impossible  to  ti^ 
beforehand  what  will  be  the  result  Tfce 
evil  done  may  never  be  remedied.  Starve 
your  temper.  It  is  not  worth  kee^n« 
alive.    Let  it  die. — Unknown,  t 
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The  Jap  Advance. 

A  law  should  be  promulgated  in  Cali- 
fornia keeping  the  Japanese  away  from 
all  cities  and  towns  and  permitting  them 
only  to  frequent  Tillages  and,  the  open 
country.    And  this  for  two  reasons:  first, 
because  there  are  thousands  of  white  peo- 
ple out  of  work  in  consequence  of  the 
presence  of  myriads  of  these  Asiatics  in 
this  commonwealth;  second,  because  they 
are  adapted  to  field  work  neath  the  glar- 
ing luminary  which  shines  eternally  lo 
Califomia,  the  rays  of  which  are  suf&clent 
in  several  months  of  the  year  to  prostrate 
the  white  folks.    The  Japanese  procession 
is  moving  into  the  country  and  gradually 
the  locations  in  cities  in  which  they  con- 
gregate are  increasing;  they  are  engaged 
in  every  civilized  business  from  poolrooms 
to  the  manufacture  of  ostrich  feathers. 
Tea,  verily,  they  largely  take  the  place  ot 
female  and  male  domestic  help  and  por- 
ter for  the  stores  and  saloons  and  do  the 
hired  girl's  work  in  the  private  houses. 
Everywhere  you  behold  the  festive  Jap, 
silent,  sober  and  discreet:   ask  him  for 
information  and  he  will  answer,  "He  no 
savey" — ^which,  being  interpreted  from  the 
Japaneee— ''I  don't  speak  the  American 
language." 

There  is  great  injury  to  our  laboring 
people,  outside  the  fftrm  laborers  in  all 
this.  Crowds  of  the  white  unemployed 
bannt  the  streets  in  Los  Angeles  and  em- 
ployment offices  are  making  fortunes  in 
obtainln^r  temporary  employment  for 
these.  If  the  Japanese  were  all  banished 
these  vrhite  people  would  find  work  and 
more  voters  would  be  created.  Some  of 
these  Jaimnese  show  extraordinary  com- 
mercial sagacity  —  one  of  them  controls 
the  entire  potato  business  of  the  coast  and 
dictates  prices  to  the  dealers;  droves  of 
them  are  engaged  in  the  ostrich  feather 
industry,  a  business  that  is- yielding  for* 
tunes  to  the  fortunate  investors  in  Cali- 
fornia. The  Hebrews  at  present  control 
this  business,  but  the  Japs  are  working 
Into  it,  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  ten 
years  hence  the  American  supply  of 
American  ostrich  feathers  will  be  entirely 


in  the  hands  of  these  little  brown-skinned 
people. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  there  was  hardly 
an  ostrich  in  the  land;  now  an  ostrich 
farm  is  attached  to  every  city  in  Califor- 
nia, to  form  a  sight  for  the  staring  tour- 
ists who  wander  all  over  the  state,  and 
there  are  twelve  thousand  ostriches  in 
Arizona  all  multiplying  for  the  good  of 
the  feminine  contingent  of  the  American 
commonwealth  and  raising  enormous  prof- 
its for  the  companies  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness. Taking  up  at  random  one  of  the 
annual  reports  of  these  companies,  we  find 
that  one  of  these  concerns  has  made  a 
profit  of  over  half  a  million  dollars  in 
the  past  five  years,  and  that  it  has  de- 
clared every  year  a  dividend  of  from  32 
to  37  per  cent;  ostrich  farmers  have  toiled, 
waxed  wealthy  and  retired  to  the  bosom 
of  a  monarchy  within  the  last  few  years 
and  many  of  the  expensive  automobiles 
driven  up  and  down  over  the  streets  of 
Los  Angeles  are  owned  by  these  fortunate 
people.  Large  factories  employing  hun- 
dreds of  white  women  are  in  full  force 
and  effect;  this  is,  indeed,  a  blessing  in 
a  sun-scorched  land,  where  the  Asiatic 
help  is  so  numerous,  for  women  are  being 
crowded  out  of  employment  as  well  as 
men  in  this  everlasting  employment  strug- 
gle between  the  races.  The  Japs  perform 
the  preliminary  work  of  dressing  the 
feathers  before  they  are  handed  to  the 
women  and  seem  to  be  well  adapted  to 
the  work. 

The  English  will  suffer  most  by  reason 
of  the  increase  of  this  new  American  in- 
dustry; they  control  the  ostrich  feather 
business  of  the  world,  and  from  their  de- 
pots in  London  supply  it  America  pur- 
chases about  three  million  dollars'  worth 
of  this  finery  every  year,  and  the  total 
revenue  by  the  British  from  It  is  about 
ten  million  dollars  per  annum.  The  prece- 
dent afforded  by  the  South  African  ostrich 
feather  trade  is  to  be  duplicated  in  Cali- 
fornia; the  California  product  is  being 
well  advertised  to  the  women  of  the  Union 
by  the  tourists  returning  to  the  verdant 
and  variegated  East;  most  of  the  women 
take  with  them  samples  of  this  California 
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industry  and  show  to  admiring  friends 
and  church  members,  the  result  being 
an  enormous  mail  order  trade,  averaging 
in  some  instances  over  three  thousand 
dollars  a  day.  Stores  are  -to  be  estab- 
lished for  the  sale  of  this  feather  product 
in  every  large  city  of  the  Union,  and  the 
press  in  every  direction  is  to  be  endowed 
with  funds  to  exploit  the  goods  to  the 
attention  of  the  resident  women.  Eighty 
thousand  dollars  a  year  is  now  spent  by 
one  ostrich  company  in  advertising  in  the 
feminine  magazines  so  popular  in  this 
country,  and  this  is  a  mere  bagatelle  to 
the  future  expenditure  of  those  firms  who 
are  to  venture  to  attract  the  demand  so 
excessive  wherever  a  large  number  of 
women  are  congregated. 

Warning  must  in  justice  be  given 
through  the  columns  of  respectable  publi- 
cations regarding  the  danger  incident  to 
this  and  all  other  successful  industries 
common  to  a  civilized  people. 

Spurious  investment  companies  are 
numerous  in  the  land  claiming  to  be  in 
the  ostrich  feather  and  farm  business; 
thousands  who  have  listened  to  siren 
voices  are  now  lamenting  because  of  stock 
assessments  and  look  upon  the  ostrich 
with  feelings  of  mingled  sorrow  and  re- 
proach. One  of  these  concerns  advertises 
"ostriches  hatched  daily,"  with  the  hope 
of  attracting  people  to  pay  admission 
fees  to  behold  the  hatching.  Do  not  be 
deceived,  my  children,  for  there  are  suc- 
cessful companies,  operated  by  men  of 
character  in  California,  that  are  paying 
excellent  dividends,  and  there  is  no  need 
to  throw  money  away  upon  those  who 
have  only  paper  stock  certificates  to  sell 
and  never  owned  an  ostrich.  Fruitful  of 
feathers  and  young  as  the  creature  is,  yet 
it  can  never  acquire  the  ability  alleged 
by  these  fraudulent  ostrich  feather  com- 
panies. The  principle  of  caveat  emptor 
must  be  religiously  applied  to  this  busi- 
ness, or  the  investor  must  Join  that  long 
procession  of  commercial  penitents  ever 
on  their  march  up  and  down  this  sun- 
scorched  state.  The  successful  investor 
can  look  with  joy  on  the  increasing  popu- 
larity of  the  ostrich  feather  and  behold 
the  good  women  falling  over  each  other 


to  obtain  fifty-dollar  plumes  with  pleas- 
ure, for  he  knows  that  a  little  crude 
material  from  the  back  of  an  ornithologi- 
cal freak  and  a  few  hours  of  female  toll 
supply  the  article,  the  rest  being  plain 
remunerative  margin  that  goes  to  make 
the  35  per  cent  per  annum  dividends.  Tbe 
cost  of  the  ostrich's  board  and  room  is 
equal  to  that  of  a  pig;  its  profits,  to  that 
of  a  king's  ransom,  if  multiplied  in  suffi- 
cient number,  and  the  American  ostrich 
is  ever  engaged  in  multiplying. 
•  <y 

"What  is  all  this  Ulk  that's  in  the 
papers  about  the  open  sliop?"  asked  Mr. 
Hennessey. 

•^hy,  don't  you  knowr'  said  Mr.  Doo- 
ley.  "Really,  I'm  surprised  at  yer  igno- 
rance, Hinnessey.  Whut  Is  th'  'open 
shop'?  Sure,  'tis  a  shop  where  they  kape 
th'  door  open  t'  accommodate  th'  con- 
stant stream  of  min  comin'  in  t'  take 
jobs  cheaper  thin  th'  min  that  has  th' 
jobs.  'Tie  like  this,  Hinnessey— suppose 
wan  of  these  free-barn  Amerycan  citi- 
zens is  wurkin'  in  an  open  shop  fer  Ui' 
princely  wages  of  wan  large  iron  dollar 
a  day  for  tin  hours.  Along  comes  an- 
other free-barn  son-of-a-gun,  an'  he  sea 
to  th'  boss,  'I  think  I  could  handle  the 
job  fer  ninety  cints.'  'Shure,'  sez  tbe 
boss,  an'  th'  wan-dollar  man  gits  th' 
merry  Jinglin'  can,  an'  goes  out  into  th' 
crool  wourld  t'  exercise  his  inalienable 
rights  as  a  free-l)am  Amerycan  citis^ 
an'  scab  on  some  other  poor  devil.  An' 
so  it  goes,  Hinnessey.  An'  who  gits  th' 
benefit?  Thru,  it  saves  th'  boss  money, 
but  he  doesn't  care  no  more  fer  money 
thin  be  does  fer  his  roight  eye.  It's  all 
principle  wid  him.  He  hates  t'  see  th' 
min  robbed  of  their  indepindence.  They 
must  have  their  indepindence  regardlesi 
of  Inything  Use." 

"But,"  said  Mr.  Hennessey,  nhew 
'open-shop'  min  ye  minshun  say  they  are 
fer    th'    unions   if   properly    conducted." 

"Shure,"  said  Mr.  Dooley,  "if  properly 
conducted.  An'  there  we  are!  An*  how 
would  they  have  thim  conducted?  No 
strikes,  no  rules,  no  contracts,  no  scales, 
hardly   any   wages,   an'    dam    few    mim- 
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"Our  President •• 

Lucerne,  Switzerland,  July  4,  1^11. 

At  the  large  annual  banquet  to  celebrate 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States, 
while  the  American  minister  to  Switzer- 
land, Mr.  H.  S.  Boutell,  was  In  the  chair, 
Mr.  Louis  Lombard  of  Trevano  Castle 
and  New  York  City  resopnded  as  follows 
to  the  toast,  "Our  President:" 

"Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 
Two  years  ago,'  before  this  same  gather- 
ing, I  spoke  of  the  excellent  characteris- 
tics of  President  Taft  At  that  epoch, 
his  administration  had  not  had  time  to 
accomplish  much,  yet  I  expressed  the  con- 
viction it  would  be  the  best  in  our'  history. 
My  faith  then  was  based  solely  upon  his 
record  on  the  bench,  in  the  Philippines 
and  in  the  cabinet  This  conviction  re- 
mains unchanged.  ^ Nevertheless,  with  his  . 
severest  critics,  I,  too,  believe — in  fact,  I 
know  he  is  not  much  of  a  politician.  But 
can  my  fellow-citizens  regret  that  ^  man 
with  a  judicial  rather  than  a  political 
mind  solved  the  difficult  Mexican  prob- 
lem? Any  politician  preoccupied  with  his 
own  re-election  rather  than  with  his  coun- 
try's good,  would  have  found  it  easy  to 
inflame  the  popular  heart  and  lead  us  into 
bloodshed.  History  teaches  that  political 
laurels  are  not  always  won  by  the  fairest 
means.  Mr.  Taft's  quick  action  in  send 
ing  our  soldiers  to  the  border  was  as 
statesmanlike  as  philanthropic.  His  calm, 
firm  attitude  under  the  provocation  of  jin< 
goes  at  home  and  abroad,  won  a  victory 
more  enduring  because  bloodless.  Two 
friendly  American  states  now  rejoice 
that,  instead  of  a  self-seeking  motive,  it 
was  a  humane  patriotism  that  inspired 
the  man  who  held  their  destines.  Thanks 
to  our  President,  the  Monroe  Doctrine  is 
stronger  today  In  North  and  South  Ameri- 
ca and  respect  for  our  country  has  in- 
creased everywhere. 

"At  the  latest  Memorial  Day  celebra- 
tion in  Washington,  Mr.  Taft,  speaking 
about  arbitration,  said:  *I  am  not  blind 
to  the  aid  in  creating  sturdy  manhood 
that  the  military  discipline  we  see  in  the 
standing  armies  of  Europe  and  in  the  reg- 
ular army  of  this  country  furnishes,  nor 


do  I  deny  the  incidental  benefits  that  may 
grow  out  of  the  exigencies  and  sequelae 
of  war.  But  when  the  books  are  balanced, 
the  awful  horrors  of  either  internecine  or 
international  strife  far  outweigh  the  bene- 
fits that  may  be  traced  to  it'  The  Presi- 
dent, seeing  clearly  the  other  side  of  this 
momentous  question,  selects  the  better, 
and,  to  serve  mankind,  even  at  the  risk 
of  his  own  political  future,  stands  ready 
to  oppose  with  his  arbitration  treaty  the 
militant  spirit  of  many  citizens  and  the 
more  or  less  justified  animosity  of  some 
toward  Great  Britain. 

"His  reciprocity  bill  is  another  cour- 
ageous and  unselfish  demonstration  of 
freedom  from  party  fetters.  His  inde- 
pendent consideration  of  the  majority's 
welfare  and  true  appreciation  of  economic 
laws  between  contiguous  neighbors  shall 
open  a  vast  market  to  our  commerce,  and 
peace  will  thereby  be  assured  between  us 
and  Canada.  The  pocket's  logic  is  most 
convincing:  reciprocal  advantage  from 
the  tranquil  pursuit  of  commerce  Is  the 
surest  .preventive  of  war. 

"Were  the  President's  achievements 
limited  to  the  Mexican  matter,  to  arbitra- 
tion and  reciprocity,  he  would  still  be  en- 
titled to  fame.  There  Is  more,  however, 
to  his  credit  Note  his  loyalty  to  friends, 
his  impartiality  to  others,  his  unrelenting 
insistence  upon  the  respect  of  law,  regard- 
less of  persons  or  institutions.  How 
broad-minded,  too,  in  his  appointments! 
Being  non-sectional,  non-partisan,  non-fac- 
tional, non-sectarian,  he  seeks  only  men 
who  can  serve  best  all  our  people,  and,  fol- 
lowing his  consistent  policy  with  indiffer- 
ence to  public  clamor  or  to  private  threat, 
he  gives  Judge  White,  a  Roman  Catholic, 
Democrat,  Southerner,  and  ex-rebel  sol- 
dier, the  highest  post  within  the  Nations 
gift 

"Although  I  notice  a  few  Republicans 
scattered  about  this  hall  I  must  reassure 
Democratic  friends  this  is  not  a  Repub- 
lican clambake.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Fourth  of  July  is  essentially  an  occasion 
to    drop    all    partisanship. 

"I  have  endeavored  to  view  William 
Howard  Taft  as  he  is,  without  allowing 
political  bias  to  influence  my  judgment. 
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And  I  believe,  regardless  of  party,  we 
all  should  appreciate  his  patriotic  and  im- 
partial acts.  His  resolve  to  wipe  out  party 
lines  whenever  the  best  statesmanship 
is  required  should  alone  entitle  him  to 
the  gratitude  of  all  our  citizens. 

"To  me,  at  times,  the  most  pathetic  fig- 
ure in  the  world  is  that  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States;  not  only  this  one — 
any  one  of  them.  Often  surrounded  by 
running  friends,  in  his  final  decision  a 
president  is  always  alone — alone  with  his 
awful  responsibilities,  alone  contemplat- 
ing the  sufferings  his  error  and  even  the 
wisdom  of  his  judgment  may  cause— a  de- 
cision on  account  of  which  you  and  I 
and  our  children  may  have  to  shed  our 
blood.  I  dpn't  wonder  poor  McKinley 
wept  the  night  before  declaring  war  with 
Spain,  nor  do  I  wonder  that  another  mar- 
tyr—the immortal  Lincoln — said:  *If  it 
were  not  for  my  firm  belief  in  an  over- 
ruling Providence,  it  would  be  difficult 
for  me,  in  the  midst  of  such  complica- 
tion of  affairs,  to  keep  my  reason  on  its 
seat' 

"On  this  Indepenc^nce  Day  let  the 
prayer  of  every  American  help  lighten 
the  weight  his  President  must  bear.  If 
every  man  In  Washington  felt  the  respect 
and  sympathy  he  should  feel  for  the  head 
of  the  state,  there  would  be  less  politics 
and  more  patriotism  throughout  the  land. 

"Democrats,   Republicans,    let   us    rise 
and   give   three    ringing   cheers   for   the 
President  of  the  United  States!" 
•  o^ 

To  write  the  history  of  this  country  in 
song  has  always  been  the  aim  of  Billy 
Jerome,  and  the  satirical  manner  in  which 
he  sometimes  brings  certain  events  to 
the  notice  of  his  great  following  has 
brought  favorable  comment  from  some  ot 
the  greatest  men  of  the  day.  On  the  im- 
pulse of  the  moment  he,  in  connection 
with  his  musical  associate,  Jean  Schwartz, 
has  written  and  introduced  to  the  public 
a  song  entitled  "They're  All  Good  Ameri- 
can Names/'  The  satire  lies  in  the  fact 
that  neither  Washington,  Lincoln,  Grant, 
McKinley,  nor  any  of  our  heroes  are  men- 
tioned. The  first  verse  brings  in  the 
names  of  all  the  Irish  Athletes,  the  sec- 


ond verse  includes  all  the  baseball  iday- 
ers  with  Celtic  names,  and  the  third 
verse,  really  the  hit  of  the  song— refers 
to  that  great  race  which,  during  the  past 
thirty  years,  has  made  such  wonderful 
strides  in  every  branch  of  busineis,  U 
fine  arts,  and  in  all  the  professions.  This 
verse  will  appeal  to  everybody  tbat  bu 
ever  been  to  New  York  and  noticed  the 
changes  in  the  business  section  of  old 
Broadway.  When  the  song  was  flret  sitng 
in  New  York  it  actually  received  mk 
an  amount  of  applause  that  one  of  the 
best  vaudeville  shows  fairly  came  to  a 
standstilL 

Maggie  Cline,  the  CelUc  wonder,  is  mak 
ing  the  hit  of  her  life  with  this  soq& 
and  it  is  worth  going  miles  to  hear  her 
sing  it  In  order  to  give  an  idea  of  the 
satire  of  the  song  we  quote  the  last  Terse 
and  chorus: 

I  love  to  stroll  along  Broadway,  and  saie 

at  every  sign. 
The   Yankee-doodle  notion   store  is  ran 

by  Rosenstein. 
You'll  find  a  good  old  Yankee  name  os 

every  business  house. 
There's    Rosenheimer,     Jacobs,    Wiener, 

Gimble,  Sax  and  Strauss, 

Chorus. 
Abraham     and     Stine,    Oppenheim   and 

Kline; 
Rosenberger  and  I^vinsky,  Harris,  CkAen 

and  Rosinsky; 
Hammerstein  and  Guest,  Stern  and  Roeen- 

quest, 
Simon,  Hyman,  Wyman,  men  of  brains; 
Levi.  Wilsky,  Berg  and  Falk,  are  the  men 

who  rule  New  York — 
They're  all  good  American  names. 
•  <>• 
Cereal  MUl  Workers. 

Washington,  July  l.-rThere  has  been 
organized  a  local  union  of  Cereal  Mill 
Workers  at  Freeburg,  111.  An  agreement 
has  been  signed  for  a  nine-hour  day  »t 
20  cents  per  hour.  The  product  of  ^ 
mill  in  which  the  members  of  this  or 
ganization  are  to  be  employed  are  to 
use  the  union  label  on  Its  products. 
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SEEING  LIFE. 

By  Rev.  Charles  Stekle. 

1  want  to  see  life"~this  is  the  line 
that  I  found  in  the  note-hook  of  a  young 
fellow  in  Chicago  who  had  heen  suddenly 
killed,  a  thousand  miles  from  home.  Am- 
Ution  had  drawn  him  to  the  city  on  the 
lake.  Youth  and  healthy  had  led  him  on 
with  high  hope.  But  in  a  month  he  was 
tonnd  in  the  "Levee" — a  wreck. 

To  many  of  us  "life"  means  to  get  down 
to  the  depths.  We  say  ahout  the  man 
with  an  unsavory  reputation:  "He  has 
seen  a  great  deal  of  life."  But  what  is 
life?  The  biologists  tell  us  that  it  is 
"correspondence  with  one's  environment" 
That's  a  phrase  which  would  keep  some 
of  us  guessing.  In  plain  English  it  means 
the  ability  to  adjust  one's  self  to  one's 
surroundings.  If  you  were  to  see  a  brick 
falling  oif  the  roof  and  coming  straight 
at  your  head,  you  would  dodge  the  brick. 
This  would  indicate  your  ability  to  quickly 
adjust  yourself  to  the  situation.  And  if 
the  weather  were  very  hot,  you'd  have 
sense  enough  to  wear  lighter  clothing  than 
you  wore  last  December.  The  man  who 
cannot  or  will  not  adjust  himself  to  chang- 
ing conditions  is  not  likely  to  enjoy  very 
much  of  life,  nor  can  he  enjoy  eyen  a  little 
bit  of  it  very  long.  That  man  has  most 
life  who  is  using  eyes,  ears,  hands  and  feet 
to  the  utmost,  taking  in  all  that  he  can 
grasp  with  a  full  appreciation  of  the  beau- 
tiful things  by  which  he  is  surrounded. 

The  bird  has  more  life  than  the  tree, 
because  it  can  move  about,  and  has  intelli- 
gence. Man  has  more  life  than  a  bird — 
but  you  see  the  point.  It's  a  question  of 
"correspondences."  It  seems  scarcely 
necessary  to  add  that  there  are  degrees  of 
life  in  men.  Some  men  see  and  feel  more 
than  others.  And  in  proportion  as  a  man 
seei  and  feels  to  that  degree  is  he  enjoy- 
ing more  life  than  his  neighbor.  As  we 
rise  in  the  scale  of  life,  the  power  of  death 
la  gradually  weakened.  Left  to  himself, 
man  naturally  degenerates — ^he  returns  to 
the  level  of  the  beast. 

"How  can  we  escape  if  we  neglectV* 
To  neglect  the  higher  things  is  to  atrophy 
— to  die.    To  neglect  to  use  hand  or  brain 


means  that  these  shall  become  useless.  To 
some  men  it  is  literally  true  that  "there 
is  no  €k)d" — spiritual  things  are  foolish- 
ness to  them.  They  have  neglected  so  long 
that  all  spiritual  perception  has  been 
taken  from  them.  The  fish  in  the  Mam- 
moth Cave  of  Kentucky  once  had  eyes. 
But  in  the  darkness  they  had  no  use  for 
them,  so  they  were  taken  away.  The  mole 
insisted  upon  burrowing  into  the  ground, 
so  nature  penalized  him  by  taking  away 
his  eyesight  No  more  can  man  escape  if 
he  neglects. 

"I  looked  tehind  to  find  my  past,  and 
lo!  it  had  gone  before.*^  This  is  true  of 
most  of  us.  Tou  shall  heoome  what  you 
have  heen.  Every  man  is  a  part  of  all 
whom  he  has  met  in  his  life-time.  We 
are  composite  pictures  of  all  that  we  have 
read  and  seen  and  heard — and  eaten. 

Where,  then,  shall  we  go  to  see  life? 
When  a  man  studies  architecture,  does  he 
visit  hovels  and  dens?  No,  he  studies 
cathedrals  and  castles.  When  a  man  wishes 
to  see  life,  shall  he  associate  with  wrecks 
of  men  and  women  who  are  "dead  in  sin?" 
Shall  he  fraternize  with  those  who  are 
nearest  death  physically  and  morally,  or 
shall  he  turn  to  those  who  have  the  full- 
est "correspondence  with  their  environ- 
ment," enjoying  those  things  which  give 
the  largest  life?  Here's  a  simple,  logical 
proposition.  You  can  easily  take  it  in. 
It  is  up  to  you. 

; •<>• 

Room  for  Doubt. 

Archbishop  Ryan  was  visiting  a  small 
parish  in  a  mining  district  one  day  for 
the  purpose  of  administering  confirma- 
tion, and  asked  one  nervous  little  girl 
what  matrimony  is. 

"It  is  a  state  of  terrible  torment  which 
those  who  enter  are  compelled  to  undergo 
for  a  time  to  prepare  them  for  a  brighter 
and   better  world,"  she  said. 

"No,  no,"  remonstrated  her  rector; 
"that  isn't  matrimony;  that's  the  defini- 
tion of  purgatory." 

"Let  her  alone,"  said  the  archbisnop; 
"maybe  she  is  right.  What  do  you  and 
I  know  about  it?"— Lodiee'  Home  Jour- 


nal. 
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SELF-EXPRESSION  THE 

SECRET  OF  HAPPINESS. 

By  WiUiam  E.  Townc. 

A  man  is  always  happy  when  he  la 
expressing  his  own  ideas  in  activity. 
How  happy  is  the  child  making  mud 
pies!  How  happy  is  the  boy  in  his  first 
crude  attempts  at  "making  things"  with 
tools!  How  happy  is  the  artist  as  he 
sees  his  ideal  of  a  landscape  or  a  figure 
growing  under  his  brush!  How  happy 
is  the  inventor  as  he  watches  the  suc- 
cessful working  of  some  fine  piece  of 
machinery  which  had  its  origin  In  his 
own  creative  mind! 

Self-expression  gives  us  something  to 
look  forward  to  and  this  is  the  secret 
of  all  happiness.  When  we  are  creat- 
ing something  we  are  anticipating.  We 
feel  that  we  are  of  some  use  in  the 
scheme  of  things,  and  we  are  anxious  to 
see  how  it  turns  out 

Adult  life  is  only  an  extension  of 
the  life  that  children  lead  with  their 
building  blocks  and  toys.  The  child 
exercises  its  Inventiveness  in  building 
houses  and  castles  and  bridges  with 
blocks.  We  grownups  like  to  do  the 
same  thing  on  a  larger  scale. 

The  man  or  woman  without  an  ob- 
ject, without  any  special  work  into 
which  to  put  interest  and  imagination, 
is  a  pitiful  creature  of  circumstances. 
Those  who  live  without  an  object  are 
buffeted  hither  and  thither,  feeling 
aggrieved  whenever  they  receive  an  un- 
usually rough  blow  from  Fate.  They 
arc  constantly  reaching  out  for  their 
happiness  to  other  people.  When  the 
props  are  withdrawn  they  are  all  at  sea. 
Their  activities  are  vitalized  by  sources 
outside  themselves.  Year  by  year  they 
find  their  Joy  in  life  ^s  slipping  from 
them.  They  try  to  hold  and  hoard  the 
things  and  experiences  which  come  to 
them.  They  live  in  past  experiences. 
They  cling  to  the  life  of  the  past,  ignor- 
ing the  life  that  is  now.  Their  men- 
talities are  bowed  down  with  the  dead 
weight  of  remembrances.  They  push 
away  from  them  the  new  impulses  and 


experiences  which,  if  welcomed  and  ac- 
cepted, would  mean  new  life. 

Life  itself  is  never-endinfg,  but  the 
manifestations  of  life  change  daily  and 
hourly. 

The  first  essential  to  a  sane  enjoy- 
ment of  living  is  to  accept  this  fact, 
to  identify  ourselves  with  the  universal 
life  and  not  to  set  up  our  individual 
desires  and  affections  and  ideals  and 
selfishly  hug  them  forever.  We  might 
as  well  expect  the  sun  to  stand  stiD 
to  please  us. 

Many  rebel  at  the  death  of  friends. 
When  our  friends  have  completed  their 
work  here  they  pass  on.  Their  well- 
being  and  their  development  demand  it 
The  great  law  of  evolution  by  which  the 
race  was  created  demands  it  Why 
should  we  selfishly  desire  to  hinder  it? 
Why  should  we  cling  to  the  past  when 
our  friends  were  in  another  stage  of 
their  development? 

The  relationships  of  life  are  constantly 
changing.  The  friend  of  today  may  be 
replaced  by  the  new  friend  of  tomor- 
row. The  changes  which  take  place 
within  ourselves  and  within  our  friends 
make  new  combinations  and  relation- 
ships   necessary. 

All  these  changes  work  for  the  bet- 
terment and  increase  of  wisdom  and 
experience  of  each  one  concerned.  Why 
then  should  we  not  be  content  to  accept 
such  changes  without  resisting  the  course 
of  evolution? 

Express  yourself  and  you  will  not 
need  to  worry  about  how  others  express 
themselves.  You  will  be  so  busy  with 
your  own  creations  that  your  happiness 
will  not  depend  upon  trying  to  make 
evolution  stand  still  for  your  private 
and   personal  happiness. 

90^ 

His  Quietus. 

Mrs.  Cobb~"Was  the  grocer's  boy  im- 
pudent to  you  again  when  you  tele- 
phoned   your    order    this    morning?" 

Maid— "Yes,  Mrs.  Cobb,  he  was  that; 
but  r  fixed  him  this  time.  I  sez:  "Who 
the  hell  do  you  think  you're  talkin'  to' 
This  is  Mrs.  Cobb.'"—!^. 
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PHYSICAL  CULTURE. 

Bjr  D.  Christie,  Physical  Director,  V.  R 
Institute. 


"What  avail   the  largest  gifts  of  heaven 
When    drooping   health   and   spirits   go   amiss! 

How  tasteless  when  whatever  can  be  given. 
Health  is   the  vital  principle  of  bliss 
And  exercise  of  health." 

The  science  of  physical  culture  is  no 
new  thing.  Its  value  was  known  and 
appreciated  by  the  ancient  Greeks  and 
Romai^,  and  in  their  gymnasia  and 
baths  every  effort  was  made  to  bring 
the  human  form  to  the  highest  pitch 
of  its  physical .  development.  Centuries 
have  rolled  by  since,  and  now,  under  a 
different  civilization,  the  old  motto, 
'*Mens  Sana  in  corpore  8ano**  (a  sound 
mind  in  a  sound  body)  is  being  revived, 
and  thinking  people  everywhere  are  turn- 
ing their  attention  to  the  benefits  that 
accrue  from  the  systematic  training  of 
the  human  body.  In  the  lower  forms  of 
creation,  man,  by  careful  selection  and 
wise  training,  has  been  remarkably  suc- 
cessful in  improving  the  type.  Strange, 
is  it  not,  that  in  the  highest  creation 
of  all — mankind — though  amenable  to 
the  same  laws,  we  find  so  little  attempt- 
ed, on  the  physical  side  at  least,  by  way 
of  improvement  If  we  did  not  know 
otherwise,  it  would  appear  as  if  the  hu- 
man physique  did  not  need  improving, 
but  a  brief  acquaintance  with  the  facts 
soon  dispels  that  notion.  "Thousands  of 
children  are  born  each  year-  with  pedi- . 
grees'that  would  condemn  puppies  to 'the 
liorse-pond,''  was  the  startling  announce- 
ment some  little  time  ago  by  one  of  Mel- 
bourne's leading  doctors/  and  the  state- 
ment went  uncontradicted.  What  a  sad 
indictment  to  bring  against  so  young  a 
people!  If  only  half  of  it  were  true; 
it  would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  war- 
rant serious  investigation,  and  yet  it 
passed  without  comment.  Room  enough 
for  improvement  there! 

In  the  olden  times  the  gymnasium  at- 
tracted only  the  athletic-bom;  it  gave  no 
welcome  to  ttie  physically  -unfit  Now* 
adays  a  different  state  exists.  True,  you 
will  still  find  there  the  natural  Apollo 
striving  for  greater  glories,  yet  the  ma- 


jority of  persons  frequenting  the  modern 
gymnasium  are  those  who  feel  their  need 
of  it  This  is  as  it  should  be.  Preven- 
tion is  becoming  more  and  more  the 
medicine  of  today,  and  when  we  realize 
how  many  physical  ills  are  avoided,  and 
what  immense  benefits  in  a  pleasurable 
way  are  to  be  derived  from  an  intelli- 
gent course  of  physical  training,  the  won- 
der is  that  our  gymnasia  are  able  to 
contain  the  pupils. 

In  the  Victorian  Railways  Institute 
there  is  an  excellently-equipped  gymna- 
sium, where  the  principles  of  physical 
culture  are  taught  Though  every  in- 
ducement as  regards  fees  and  classes, 
etc.,  is  offered  to  attract  members,  yet 
only  a  comparatively  small  number  are 
enrolled.  Perhaps  the  general  misunder- 
standing of  what  a  gymnasium  is  has 
something  to  do  with  this.  The  average 
individual  sees  the  accomplished  gym- 
nast perfoming  acrobatic  feats  to  which 
he  can  never  hope  to  aspire,  and,  think- 
ing that  is  the  whole  show,  passes  it  by 
as  not  for  him.  No  mistake  could  be 
greater.  The  gymnasium  is  not  a  circus. 
It  is  a  school  of  physical  culture  for 
exercising  and  developing  the  body,  and 
where  each  member  receives  the  treat- 
ment he  requires.  There  acrobatism  need 
have  no  place.  A  man  may  exercise 
sufficient  to  bring  into  play  all  the  mus- 
cles of  his  body,  and  his  feet  never 
leave  the  sure  foundation  of  the  floor 
None  need  hold  back  from  fear  of  in- 
capacity. The  range  of  exercises  is  so 
great  that  it  easily  embraces  all  the 
requirements  of  the  child  to  the  old  man. 
The  muscles  (i.  e.,  the  flesh  or  lean  parts 
of  the  body)  cannot  remain  healthy  with- 
out exercise.  Nature  never  intended  that 
they  should.  If  unused,  they  deteriorate. 
Scarcely  any  occupation  brings  all  the 
muscles  into  action.  In  almost  every 
case  one  part  of  the  body  is  worked  at 
the  expense  of  the  other,  and  the  pur- 
pose of  physical  training  is  to  equalize 
matters.  The  disciplinary  restraints  are 
also  of  great  value,  especially  to  the 
younger  members;  while  the  "play-ele- 
ment" which  is  regularly  indulged,  gives 
the  much-needed  recreation. 
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To  the  booking-clerk  cooped  up  for 
long  hours  at  his  window,  as  well  as 
to  the  man  on  the  footplate;  to  the 
clerk  in  the  head-ofDce  stooping  orer  his 
desk,  and  to  the  artisan  at  Newport  fash- 
ioning an  engine;  to  the  Junior  fresh 
from  his  country  home,  just  beginning 
to  suffer  from  the  cramping  effects  of 
city  life,  and  also  'to  the  veteran  whose 
weight  and  years  cause  trouble;  to  the 
signalman  at  the  busy  junction  getting 
"nervy"  from  the  strain,  and  to  the 
watchman  sleepily  doing  his  rounds;  to 
young  Hercules,  anxious  to  add  another 
inch  to  his  biceps,  as  well  as  to  the 
narrow-chested  anaemic  student,  the  call 
of  the  gymnasium  comes  with  equal 
force.  For  each  there  is  a  place  and 
a  welcome,  and  each  will  get  from  it 
more  than  he  seeks.  Weak  muscles  will 
become  strong,  hollow  chests  expanded, 
respiration  deepened,  circulation  •  im- 
proved, nerves  toned  up,  dyspepsia  dis- 
pelled, appetite  sharpened,  brain  cleared, 
eye  brightened,  fat  consumed,  and  health, 
the  great  desideratum,  without  which  life 
is  misery,  restored  and  maintained.  Por 
what?  An  hour  or  two  of  conscientious 
exercise  in  the  gymnasium  each  week, 
and  a  few  minutes  at  home  each  day. 
Is  it  not  worth  it?  Then  give  it  a  trial 
— now. — Victoria  Railway  Review, 

•  (y 

The  structure  of  the  brain  places  Ven- 
eration at  the  very  top,  and  thus,  by 
implication,  confirms  the  statement  of 
the  Catechism  that  "Man's  chief  end  is 
to  glorify  God  and  enjoy  Him  forever." 
Without  this  fulcrum,  missionaries  and 
philanthropists  might  well  lose,  all  heart 
and  all  hope  in  respect  to  the  moral  and 
social  uplift  of  the  masses  and  the 
classes.  Whoever,  therefore,  is  intelli- 
gently a  friend  to  his  race  must  do  ev- 
erything in  his  power  to  maintain  this 
center  of  mental  balance,  and  to  utilize 
it  as  an  essential  feature  in  the  Divine 
arrangement  for  human  well-being.  Who- 
ever in  any  manner  or  degree  under- 
mines this  element  of  the  mind  is  surely 

doing  a  destructive  work.   Instead  of  a 

constructive  gne,  whether  he  realizes  the 

fact  or  not—Pastor  Russell 


Trade  Unions. 

Foster  education  and  uproot  ignorance. 

Shorten  hours  and  lengthen  life. 

Raise  wages  and  lower  usury. 

Develop  manhood  and  balk  tyranny. 

Enlarge  society  and  eliminate  cUsseg. 

Establish  fraternity  and  discourage  self- 
ishness. 

Reduce  prejudice  and  induce  liberalitj. 

Create  rights  and  abolish  wrongs. 

Lighten  toil  and  brighten  men. 

Cheer  the  home  and  fireside. 

Make  the  world  better  for  those  liring 
today. 

All  wage  workers  should  be  union  men. 
Their  progress  is  limited  only  by  those 
who  hold  aloot    Get  together. 

Agitate,  educate,  organize! 

Don't  wait  until  tomorrow.  Tomorrow 
never  comes. 

Don't  wait  for  someone  else  to  rtart 
Begin  yourselt 

Don't  harken  to  the  indiiferent  Wake 
them  up. 

Don't  think  it  impossible.  Three  mil- 
lion organized  workers  in  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  prove  different 

Don't   weaken.     Persistence   wins  re- 
sults.— Chicago  Daily  Socialist. 
•  o* 

Senator  Gore,  of  Oklahoma,  while  ^A- 
dressing  a  convention  in  Oklahoma  City 
recently,  told  this  story,  illustrating  a 
point  he  made: 

"A  Northern  gentleman  was  being  en- 
tertained by  a  Southern  colonel  on  s 
fishing  trip.  It  was  his  first  visit  to 
the  South*  and  the  mosquitoes  were  so 
bothersome  that  he  was  unable  to  sleep, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  conld  bear 
his  friend  snoring  audibly: 

"The  next  morning  he  approached  the 

old  darky  who  was  doing  the  cooking 

"  'Jim,'  he  said,  Tiow  is  it  the  colone! 

is  able  to  sleep  so  soundly  with  so  many 

mosquitoes  around?* 

"  Til  tell  you',  boss,'  the  darky  repUei 
'de  furst  part  of  de  night  de  kernel  is 
too  full  to  pay  any  'tenshun  to  de  skee- 
ters,  and  de  last  part  of  de  night  ^ 
skeeters  is  too  full  to  pay  any  'tensluia 
to  de  kernel/" 
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THB  UNION  ABSENTEE. 


The  Member  Who  Absents  Himself 
From  the  Meetings  of  His  Union 
Greatly  Retards  the  Progress  of  the 
Labor  Movement 

Organized  labor,  by  reason  of  its  con- 
stantly increasing  power  of  complexity, 
has  assumed  an  importance  that  vividly 
reminds  the  wage-worker  that  "eternal 
▼Igilance  is  the  price  of  liberty."  In  its 
constitnent  parts  there  are  so  many  de- 
fects that  must  be  remedied  before  it  can 
fully  accomplish  its  mission  that  it  is 
difficult  at  random  to  determine  which 
should  be  given  preference,  but  I  feel 
sure  the  average  unionist  will  agree  that 
the  member  who  absents  himself  from 
the  meetings  and  takes  but  little  part 
or  interest  in  the  affairs  is  capable  of 
much  harm  and  greatly  retards  the  prog- 
ress of  the  movement 

The  absent  member  falls  an  easy  prey 
to  the  wiles  of  the  hot-head  and  the  dema- 
gogue and  seems  ever  ready  to  lend  his 
support  to  wildcat  schemes  conceived  in 
ignorance  and  born  of  inexperience,  that 
always  threaten  the  stability  and  many 
times  the  existence  of  the  union. 

tThe  absent  member  considers  himself 
the  smartest  man  in  his  local,  and  he  is 
sure  to  have  at  his  fingers'  ends  any  part 
of  labor  history  that  treats  of  disaster 
and  defeat  He  can  give  you  day  and 
date  for  every  mistake  that  was  ever 
committed;  he  knows  just  where  the 
worst  liots  occurred,  the  precise  court 
that  launched  a  death  dealing  injunc- 
tion* the  names  of  the  men  who  suffered 
Imprlsoilment  for  failing  to  obey  the  legal 
writ,  the  exact  sum  in  damages  milched 
from  trade  unions  at  various  times,  and 
he  is  sure  to  point  out  to  you  why  thf! 
whole  labor  movement  is  doomed  to  de- 
struction. 

He  feels  convinced  that  most  labor  lead- 
ers are  corrupt,  and  if  the  policy  of  local 
or  general  officers  of  his  union  does  coin- 
cide with  his  views,  he  immediately  ad- 
vertises his  brother  union  men  as  "graft- 
ers,** and  in  the  event  of  an  election  no 
chicanery  is  too  desperate  for  him  to 
resort  to  to  accomplish  their  defeat 


His  morbid  reasoning  is  never  satisfied 
until  with  jealous  eye  be  goes  through 
the  whole  catalogue  of  unions  and  voices 
bis  condemnatory  opinion  of  every  man 
therein  who  in  the  past  or  in  the  pres- 
ent has  taken  any  active  part  in  the  work. 

The  absent  member  is  also  as  well  as  a 
member,  critic,  a  veritable  Solomon,  so 
profound,  so  wise,  so  far-seeing  is  he. 
And  if,  when  he  occasionally  visits  his 
local  union,  his  views  on  union  regula- 
tions are  not  adopted,  he  is  overwhelmed 
with  surprise,  and  gives  this  sometimes  as 
a  reason  for  not  taking  more  interest  in 
his  organization. 

The  absent  member  unfortunately  does 
not  confine  his  carping  to  things  gener- 
ally, but  applies  them  directly  to  the 
policy  that  tried  leaders  by  experience 
have  found  to  be  correct  There  is  not 
a  single  thing  done  that  suits  him.  Every 
rule  that  is  passed  is  wrong,  every  one 
defeated  is  right,  every  plan  adopted  is 
faulty,  and  bis  prediction  of  swift  and 
sudden  disaster  sufficient  to  alarm  all  ex- 
cept those  who  know  the  pessimist  at 
his  worst 

The  absent  member  is  never  satisfied 
with  the  officers  his  union  selects,  and  if 
it  should  chance  he  accidentally  attended 
a  meeting  on  election  night  and  his  name 
was  proposed  and  defeated  his  lugubrious 
prophecies  are  all  the  more  nauseating. 
John  MrrcHixL, 
Second  Vice-President,  A.  F.  of  L. 

A  man's  value  in  life  is  determined 
not  so  much  by  what  he  does  as  by 
how  well  he  does  it  A  good  clerk  is 
worth  much  more  than  a  poor  man- 
ager. Success  does  not  merely  mean 
wealth,  ];>ower  and  position — those  things 
are  merely  incidental.  It  means  the  at- 
tainment of  the  thing  aimed  at  No 
man  knows  what  he  can  do  until  he 
tries.  He  who  ventures  nothing,  gains 
nothing,  either  in  money  or  in  character. 
Success  comes  only  by  striving,  by  bend- 
ing every  effort  to  the  accomplishment 
of  the  end  desired.  The  man  who  wins 
is  the  man  who  tries  to  win.— Bulletin 
of  the  Clothing  Trade. 
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GIVE  US  JUSTICE,  NOT  CHARITY. 

By  John  M.  Work. 

The  National  Conference  of  Charities 
and  Corrections  has  begun  the  thirty- 
ninth  year  of  its  existence  with  a  talk-fest 
in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Such  luxuries  come  high,  but  we  must 
have  them. 

In  every  city  there  are  organizations 
whose  object  is  to  provide  food,  raiment 
and  shelter  for  those  who  are  reduced  to 
absolute  want;  to  dole  out  charity  to  so- 
cial victims  to  whom  society  ought  to 
guarantee  an  opportunity  to  earn  a  liv- 
ing, and  to  extend  the  influence  of  culture 
to  the  downtrodden. 

Charity  Is  necessary  under  the  present 
system. 

But  it  always  degrades  its  recipient  just 
the  same. 

And  it  does  well  if  It  does  not  degrade 
the  giver  also.  For  the  giver  Is  placed  in 
a  patronizing  position  which  is  morally 
unwholesome. 

A  prominent  social  settlement  worker 
says  that  he  has  been  accused  of  being 
like  the  drunken  man  who  could  not  help 
his  partner  up,  and  therefore  sat  down 
in  the  gutter  beside  him  saying,  *'I  can't 
help  you  up,  Bill,  but  I  can  sit  down  in  the 
mud  with  you.  anyhow."  This  prominent 
settlement  worker,  denies  the  accusation, 
but  it  comes  perilously  near  being  true. 

The  pity  and  simpathy  which  actuate 
charity  workers  Js. admirable,  and  In  so 
far  as  they  help  Individuals  to  a  better 
life  they  are  to  be  commended. 

But,  in  the  larger  sense,  their  work  Is 
utterly  hopeless.  Every  essential  feature 
of  the  present  social  system  has  its  dagger 
out  to  stab  their  efforts  to  death.  The 
results  of  their  work  are  extremely  puny. 

It  would  be  too  bad  to  neglect  the  indi- 
viduals whom  they  are  helping.  But,,  in 
addition  to  that  work,  they  should  use 
their  first-hand  knowledge  of  conditions 
to  scourge  the  system  which  produces 
those  conditions. 

For,  the  necessity  for  charity  is  caused 
by  the  fundamental  injustice  of  the  pres- 
ent capitalist  system  of  industry. 


The  men  who  do  no  useful  work-the 
men  who  have  money  invested  from  wUeh 
they  draw  incomes— the  men  who  throogk 
their  invested  capital  have  a  suction  pomp 
by  which  they  draw  Into  their  own  cof- 
fers most  of  the  earnings  of  the  rest  ot 
the  people — these  men  are  rolling  1b 
wealth  which  they  did  not  earn. 

All  because  they  are  permitted  to  on 
the  industries. 

Give  every  man  and  woman  an  opportt 
nity  to  earn  a  living  and  to  receiTetheii 
full  earnings— and  the  charity  orpaia 
tlons  can  disband  forever. 


God-likeness  certainly  cannot  inclode 
any  harmful  gossip,  any  unclean  or  an^ 
holy  conversation,  any  disloyal  or  re-  ^ 
bellious  words.  Let  such  things  be  pot 
far  away  from  all  who  name  the  nase 
of  Christ  In  sincerity  and  In  truth.  And 
let  us  remember  dally  to  settle  our  ac- 
counts with  the  Lord,  to  make  sore  thit 
no  record  of  Idle  words,  unrepented  of. 
and  consequently  unforglven,  stands 
against  us.  If  daily  we  render  up  oor 
accounts  to  God  and  seek  His  grace  for 
greater  overcoming  power  with  each  s^l^ 
ceeding  day,  we  shall  be  Acquitted  in  jnd& 
ment  and  stand  appro'^ed  before  God 
through  Christ,  having  the  testimony  of 
his  Holy  Spirit  with  our- spirits  that  ^^ 
are  pleasing  and  acceptable  to  Him- 
Pastor  Russell  '  ''^ 

Many  have  so  little  fJTlth  that  they  *» 
not  look  for  more  llghf  and  because  ^ 
their  unfaithfulness  ani 'unconcern  they 
are  permitted  to  sit  In,  darkness  wmb 
they  might  have  been*  'walking  In  tfe 
increasing  Light. — Pastor  Russen. 


-»o^ 


Teaching  a  <Hrl  to  Swim. 

"Say  Harry,  w'afs  the  best  way  » 
teach   a  girl  how  to  swim?" 

"Dat's  a  clhch.  First  off  you  puU  7^ 
left  arm  under  her  waidt  and  y«i  8^^^ 
takes  her  left  hand " 

"Come  off;    she's  me  sister." 

"Aw,  push  her  off  de  dock."— <>»*•* 
politan. 
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Progresaivcness. 

The  labor  movement  of  today  stands  for 
progressiveness  of  a  real  permanent  char- 
acter. The  ranks  are  filled  with  men  who 
unselfishly  strive  for  the  uplift  of  all  the 
people  for  the  common  good.  It  is  a 
great  humane  movement,  and,  like  all 
movements,  it  has  its  faults,  in  men  and 
occasionally  measures.  In  principles  it 
is  as  sound  as  the  rock  of  Gibraltar.  Its 
work  for  humankind  is  inestimable.  Re* 
suits  have  been  achieved  by  the  unselfish' 
devotion  of  its  members.  This  devotion 
has  manifested  itself  in  many  yi&ys,  but 
in  a  greater  degree  by  loyalty  than  any 
other. 

Men  have  given  their  lives  for  the  cause 
and  have  died  in  its  service.  Others  are 
leading  without  hope  of  personal  reward, 
but  with  the  satisfaction  of  participation 
in  a  great  work.  This  is  the  spirit  which 
has  made  labor  what  it  is  today;  this  i» 
the  spirit  that  will  guide  its  future.  Some 
men  are  imbued  with  this  spirit  of  loy- 
alty to  a  greater  degree  than  others. 
Some  give  their  best  efforts  without  hope 
of  reward  or  even  appreciation.  Others 
there  are  who  accept  the  benefits,  but  give 
no  return.  Many  would  sacrifice  it  to 
gain  personal  prestige  or  political  prefer- 
ment. Others  would  ruin — if  they  could 
—when  they  cannot  rule. 

This  has  been  the  experience  of  all 
great  movements — yes,  and  of  litttle  ones, 
too;  but  the  good,  sound,  common  sense 
of  the  vast  majority  can  be  relied  upon; 
that  great  conscience  which  is  the  guide 
of  labor  In  its  future  work  and  which 
gives  it  stability.  Leaders  may  come 
and  go,  big  men  in  mind  and  heart  ma) 
pass  from  the  stage,  but  their  places  will 
be  filled  by  other  big  men.  Mistakes  have 
been  made  and  mistakes  will  be  made, 
but  the  movement  of  labor  will  go  on 
with  clean,  able,  far-seeing  leaders  doing 
their  work  with  the  men  of  labor  for  the 
progress  of  the  cause. — Iron  City  Trades 
Journal. 

•  o^ • 

At  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  the  painters 
secured  increase  from  $3.20  to  $3.60;  car- 
penters from   $3.60   to   $4.00. 


Labor  Day. 

What  a  world  of  thought  those  two 
words  bring  to  mind:     "Labor  Day." 

Did  the  builders  of  Babylon  towers 
know  what  it  was  to  have  a  day  of  theii 
very  o^^?  Did  they  know  any  other 
thing  but  that  they  loved  their  own  fiesb 
and  blood,  and  their  taskmasters  were 
the  most  greedy  and  voracious  of  all  task- 
masters? 

They  lived  in  a  time  which  had  to  do 
with  brawn  and  muscle.  It  was  a  time 
when  human  life  was  quite  as  cheap  as 
the  offal  which  the  garbage  man  hauls 
away  from  the  door  today. 

Labor  Day!  What  is  there  in  those 
two  words  that  holds  the  eye  of  the  aver- 
age man  and  woman?  What  Is  there 
about  the  first  Monday  :ln  September 
which  records  an  event?  Nothing  at  all, 
but  a  day  dedicated  to  labor. 

And  who  put  this  day  upon  the  holiday 
list  of  the  calendar?  A  man  who.  In 
his  time,  was  quite  as  much  vilified  as 
those  who,  today,  are  trying  to  lead  the 
masses  from  darkness  Into  the  light  of 
industrial  freedom. 

Labor  Day  as  the  average  man  and 
woman  looks  at  it,  has  to  do  with  a  cer- 
tain time  given  over  for  revelry  and  ca- 
rousals. A  time  which  has  no  other  Im- 
port than  that  of  debauching  humanity 
and  human  Intellect. 

How  sadly  they  are  mistaken!  And 
yet  they  have  their  votaries. 

With  the  inception  of  Labor  Day,  there 
has  been  a  thousand-fold  Increase  in  the 
protection  of  human  life.  There  has  been 
a  thousand-fold  more  legislation  seeking 
to  preserve  that  which  Is  near  and  dear 
— our  loved  ones.  With  the  inaugura- 
tion of  Labor  Day,  there  came  into  the 
vision  of  millions  a  sun  which  had  for  Its 
purpose  and  object  the  freeing  of  the  In- 
dustrial slaves  of  this  country.  It  brought 
the  message  of  brotherly  love,  good-fellow- 
ship to  one  another,  and  do  unto  others 
as  you  would  have  them  do  unto  you. 

But — it  may  not  be  advisable  or  quite 
ethical  enough  for  some  to  always  dwell 
upon  things  ethereal. 
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Consequently,  we  will  say  but  one  or 
two  more  words  and  then  let  our  friends 
surmise  the  remainder. 

Labor  Day!  Who  ever  heard  the  slaves 
of  the  Southland  having  anything  else 
but  "Labor  Day?"  The  masters  made 
theirs,  but  free  labor  made  this. 

Christmas  is  the  most  significant  day 
of  all  days  to  Christendom.  It  breathes 
the  Master's  voice. 

Labor  Day  in  these  modem  times 
breathes  the  same  message.  It  has  to 
do  with  the  making  of  souls,  the  kindling 
of  fires  and  the  salvation  of  humanity. — 
Etxchanffe, 

•  o* 
INTERNATIONAL  TRANSPORT 

WORKERS'  FEDERATION. 

Berlin,  June  24,  1911. 

Appeal  for  a  financial  support  for  the 
striking  seamen: 

The  seamen  in  England,  Belgium  and 
Holland  are  on  strike  since  June  14.  They 
request  a  monthly  minimum  wage,  an 
increase  in  wage,  payment  for  overtime, 
better  food,  full  crews,  an  improvement 
of  the  crews'  quarters,  abolishment  of  the 
shipping  masters,  abolishment  of  the  medi- 
cal examination  in  the  shipping  offices, 
etc.  The  Justice  of  the  demands  is  recog- 
nized everjrwhere.  Even  persons  who  do 
not  sympathize  with  the  labor  movement 
condemn  the  conditions  under  which  the 
seamen  are  compelled  to  live  at  present. 
But  the  shipowners  refuse  each  and  any 
concessions  as  far  as  they  have  not  al- 
ready been  compelled  by  considerable 
losses  to  meet  the  men.  It  is  a  fact  that 
the  shipowners  have  already  in  various 
ports  granted  considerable  wage  increases. 
The  struggle  is  hard  and  no  end  to  be 
seen  as  yet.  The  shipowners  work  to- 
gether with  the  police  and  with  the  public 
officials  to  destroy  the  striking  men.  By 
the  import  of  blacklegs  they  try  to  replace 
the  striking  ship  crews,  but  mostly  very 
insufficiently,  and  then  only  with  such 
men  who  have  never  navigated  before  and 
hardly  ever  been  on  a  ship  before.  It  is 
quite  natural  that  such  a  struggle,  which 
embraces  several  countries  and  which  af- 
fects a  considerable  portion  of  the  ship- 


ping trade,  necesMtates  very  great  finin- 
cial  support  Such  a  struggle  reqalreB  the 
solidarity  of  all  the  traffic  and  transport 
workers  not  only  in  a  moral  but  also  in 
a  financial  respect  We  therefore  request 
all  the  organizations  of  traffic  and  trans- 
port workers  to  help  as  much  as  is  war- 
ranted by  their  financial  conditions,  to 
help  without  delay  and  assist  their  strug- 
gling brothers  on  the  sea  by  practical  soli- 
darity. 

All  remittances,  with  the  statement 
"For  the  striking  seamen,"  to  be  addressed 
to  H.  Jochade,  Berlin  S.  O.  16,  Ehigeinfor 
21,  11.    Fraternally  yours. 

The  Central  Council  of  the  I.  T.  F. 
J.  Doering,  P.  Mueller,  O.  Schumann,  I* 

Brunner,  H.  Jochade. 

•  0» 

He  Spoke  the  Truth. 

The  car  had  stopped  at  a  crowded  eor^ 
ner  and  the  conductor  had  just  raised 
his  arm  to  pull  the  bell  for  starting 
when  the  occupants  of  the  car  were 
startled  to  hear  a  voice  in  the  rear  say: 
••Wait,  conductor,  until  I  get  my  clothes 
on." 

Everybody  looked  surprised  and  necKs 
were  craned  in  all  directions  to  see  wlio 
made  this  unusual  remark.  What  really 
happened  was  a  small  boy  trying  to  get 
a  large  basket  of  laundry  onto  the  car. 

•  o* 
Spedons  Logic 

"Why  do  you  consider  women  superior 
to   men   in   intelligence?" 

"A  bald-headed  man  buys  hair  restoru- 
by  the  quart  doesn't  he?*' 

•*Br— yes." 

'•Well,  a  woman  doesn't  waste  time  on 
hair  restorer;  she  buys  hair." — San  Jose 
Palladium, 

»o» 

His  Classificatioii. 

"To  what  denomination  does  tout 
father  belong,  little  boyr' 

"I  think  it's  the  brewers'  nnlcm.-— 
Life. 

•  o* . 

ElectHcians  at  Aurora,  111.,  secured    Se 

cents  per  day^ 
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Intemperance. 

The  Scripture  says: 

"Give  strong  drink  unto  him  that  is 
reedy  to  perish.  .  .  .  Let  him  drink 
and  forget  his  poverty,  and  remember  his 
misery  no  more." 

The  wise  man  puts  his  finger  upon  the 
main  cause  of  intemperance,  not  upon 
the  cause,  but  upon  the  chief  cause.  Prob- 
ably no  one  desires  to  minimize  the  evils 
of  drink.  We  cannot  but  respect  at  least 
tbe  hearts  of  those  who,  seeing  this  great 
evil,  are  anxiously  doing  something  to 
remedy  it,  and  who  are  neither  discour- 
aged by  fifty  years  of  failure  nor  taught 
by  fifty  years  of  experience. 

But  if  you  and  I  would  remedy  the  dis- 
ease of  the  body  politic  or  curp  the  evils 
of  the  social  organism,  we  must  first  find 
out  the  causes  of  the  evils.  What  should 
^we  think  of  a  Messiah,  or  even  of  a 
clergyman,  who  pursued  the  methods  of 
Anthony  Gomstock,  simply  catching  a  few 
of  the  many  in  wrong  doing,  and  by  de- 
stroying the  implements  of  vice,  trying  to 
atop  its  commission?  We  all  recognize 
tliat  the  true  way  is,  not  to  cut  off  this 
or  that  vice,  not  to  suppress  this  or  that 
aymptom,  but  to  teach  and  educate  men 
80  that  they  will  know  better  and  abhor 
such  lusts. 

So  must  we  do  with  the  terrible  drink 
disease.  We  must  find  out,  in  order  that 
-we  may  cure  them,  what  are  the  condi- 
tions which  produce  and  breed  intemper- 
ance—the  conditions  that  create  the  idle- 
ness of  wealth  and  the  idleness  of  pov- 
erty. Is  not  the  main  factor  monopoly 
of  land? 

Did  you  ever  stop  lx>  ask  why  it  is  that, 
-whilst  intemperance  is  by  no  means  ab- 
sent among  the  well-to-do,  its  great  "tav- 
agea  are  made  among  the  laboring  poor? 
As  the  idle  rich  drink  to  remember  their 
misery  no  more,  so  the  idle  poor  drink 
to  forget  their  poverty. 

It  will  not  do  to  say  that  it  is  intem 
peranee  which  mtfkes  people  poor.  Look 
at  the  statistics  in  the  leading  and  the 
latest  authority  on  the  state  of  the  poor. 
Dr.  Edward  T.  Devine's  •'Misery  and  Its 
Causes.'*    He  reports  a  careful  study  of 


five  thousand  cases  of  poverty  which  con- 
firm the  statistics  of  the  Charity  Socie- 
ties, that  the  "chief  cause  of  need,"  as 
the  International  Conference  of  Charities 
calls  it,  is  unemployment  (69  per  cent). 
Intemperance  accounts  for  less  than  17 
per  cent  of  poverty  on  which  Dr.  Devine 
reported.  Bolton  Hall. 

Filling  Her  PrograoL 

"Ah  say,  Miz  Mandy,  am  yo'  program 
full?" 

"Lordee,  no,  Mr.  Lumley.  It  takes  mo' 
than  a  san'wich  an'  two  olives  to  fill 
mah  program." — The  Coyote. 

•  o* 

Not  His  Fanlt 

"Now,  look  here,  Johnny,  I'm  getting 
tired  of  catching  you  stealing  pie  between 
meals." 

"Then  why  don't  you  quit  hangin' 
around   th'   pantry?" — Toledo   Blade. 

•  o* 

The  Boy  Knew. 

"Tour  sister's  a  long  time  about  mak- 
ing her  appearance"  suggested  the  caller. 

"Well,"  said  the  little  brother,  "she'd 
be  a  sight  if  she  came  down  without 
making  it"— Cleveland  Leader. 

•  o* 

A  Home  Tlirust. 

"The  sun  never  sets  on  England's  pos- 
sessions," said  an  Englishman,  proudly. 

•No,"  repUed  the  Irishman,  "the  good  . 
Lord  is  afraid  to  trust  her  in  the  dark." 
— ♦o* 

Hard  on  the  Dog. 

Gerald — "My  dog  knows  as  much  as  I 
do." 

Qeraldine — "Why  don't  you  get  an  in- 
telligent dog?"— (77Woa(7o  Record-Herald. 
»0h« : 


'I  was  once  in  a  union,  but  somehow 
I  fell  out  of  the  ranks."     Whose  fault 
was  that?     You  will  be  welcome  back, 
no  matter  whose  the  fault. 
•  (>♦ 

Brewery  workers  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
increased  wages  $2  per  week. 
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The  American  Federatlpn  of  lAbor  haa  arranced  to  furnish  a  weekly  news  letter 
of  all  the  important  news  items  of  the  labor  world  which  is  certainly  a  creat  ad- 
vantage to  the  overworked  editors  of  most  of  our  labor  Journals,  enabling  them  to 
furnish  their  readers  the  very  latest  authentic  information  in  the  industrial,  leg- 
islative and  judicial  fields.  The  foUowlnr  are  excerpts  from  various  Issues  in  the 
past  four  weeks: 


RIGHT  TO  PETITION. 


CARPENTERS'  MOVEMENTS. 


Speaker  Clark  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentativet  Expresses  Himself  Against 
"Gag"  Rule. 

Washington,  July  1.— The  Post  Office 
Department,  under  its  autocratic  officials, 
U  being  severely  criticised  from  every 
quarter.  The  usurpation  of  the  consti- 
tutional rights  of  the  employes  of  the 
Government  is  not  taken  kindly  to  by 
anyone  except  the  officials  of  the  de- 
partment. Speaker  Clark,  when  asked 
his  position  upon  the  matter,  replied  as 
follows: 

"The  'gag'  rule  to  the  effect  that  em- 
ployes of  the  Government  shall  not  peti- 
tion Congress  or  any  member  of  Con- 
gress, about  their  wants,  or  for  redress 
of  their  grievances,  first  issued  by  ex- 
President  Roosevelt  and  made  stronger 
by  President  Taft,  is  undemocratic,  un re- 
publican, un-American  and  unconstitu- 
tional. The  art  of  typesetting  has  been 
described  as  the  art  preservative  of  all 
arts,  and  the  right  of  petition  might  be 
as  properly  described  as  the  right  pre- 
servative of  all  rights.  So  far  as  I  am 
individually  concerned,  I  have  never  paid 
the  slightest  attention  to  this  'gag*  rule. 
I  talk  to  all  the  Government  employes 
who  come  to  see  me  about  anything.  I 
tell  them  that  they  have  a  right  to  talk 
to  me.  I  may  not  agree  with  them  in 
all  their  ideas  about  improving  their  con- 
dition, but  they  have  a  right  to  be  heard, 
and  so  long  as  I  am  Speaker  the  doors 
of  the  Speaker's  room  open  inward  as 
far  as  they  are  concerned.  Free  speech 
is  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  American  people.  ♦  ♦  ♦  I  have 
no  doubt  that  Government  employes  have 
a  good  many  things  to  complain  of  and 
a  good  many  things  to  suggest  for  the 
good  of  the  public  service.  They  ought 
to  be  heard,  and  bo  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned they  will  be  heard." 


Local  Unions  of  United  Brotherhood 
Have  Been  Successful  in  Many  Cities 
in  Raising  Wages  and  Reducing  Hours. 

Washington,  July  1. — Local  unions  of 
the  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters 
have  been  successful  in  securing  many 
advances  In  wages,  with  a  considerable 
reduction  in  hours. 

At  Montpelier,  Vt,  wages  have  been 
raised  from  $2.70  to  $3.00  per  day  ot 
eight   hours. 

At  Kingston,  Ont,  an  advance  has  been 
secured  from  31^  cents  to  35  cents  per 
hour  for  an   eight-hour  day. 

At  Sheboygan,  Wis.,  the  minimum  wage 
has  been  advanced  to  $3.20  per  day  of 
eight   hours. 

At  Columbus,  Ind.,  after  a  short  strike, 
a  raise  was  secured  of  from  1  to  5  cents 
per  hour,  the  scale  now  being  $3.15  per 
day. 

At  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  after  a  two  days' 
strike,  a  settlement  was  secured  with  a 
5  cent  per  hour  advance,  55  cents  per 
hour  for  an  eight-hour  day  now  being 
the  scale. 

At  Derby,  Conn.,  a  settlement  has  been 
secured  and  a  raise  of  25  cents  per  day 
gained,  the  minimum  scale  being  $3.25 
for   an    eight-hour  day. 

At  St.  Johns,  N.  B.,  after  a  short  strike, 
an  advance  in  wages  was  secured  from 
$2.50  to  $3.00  per  day. 

At  Somersworth,  N.  H.,  an  advance  has 
been  secured  from  $1.55  to  $2.00  per 
day. 

At  Medicine  Hat,  Can.,  an  increase  was 
secured  from  $4.05  to  $4.50  per  day,  with 
eight  hours  after  November  1,  with  Sat- 
urday half  holiday. 

At  Westfield,  N.  J.»  an  increase  of  7 
cents  per  day  was  secured. 

At  Astoria  Ore.,  an  increase  bas  been 
secured  from  $3.50  to  $4.00  per  day   of 
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At  Falrbmy,  ^eb.,  an  Increase  was  se- 
cured of  5  cents  per  hour  and  a  reduc- 
tion in  hours  from  nine  to  eight.  The 
scale  is   now  $3.00  per  day. 

At  Boone,  la.,  an  increase  of  6  cents 
per  hour  was  secured,  the  scale  now 
being  $3.42  per  day. 

At  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  an  ii^crease  in 
wages  of  3^  cents  per  hour  was  secured, 
$^.28   per  day  now  being  the  scale. 

In  Delaware  CJounty,  Pa.,  an  increase 
in  wages  was  secured  of  from  40  to  45 
cents  per  hour,  and  an  eight-hour  day. 

MD-t 

WAITERS  STRIKE. 

Frenchmen  Object  to  Regulations  Which 
Deprive  Them  of  Their  Personal 
Adornment. 

Washington,  July  1.— Three  thousand 
waiters  in  Marseilles  have  gone  on  strilce 
for  90  francs  a  month  and  the  right  to 
wear  mustaches.  The  proprietors  have 
formed  an  association  and  increased  the 
price  of  drinks,  and  this  action  has  had 
the  effect  of  lessening  the  tips  usually 
received  by  French  waiters,  hence  the 
demand  for  higher  wages,  together  with 
a  demand  tliat  waiters  be  permitted  to 
grow  hair  on  their  faces  if  they  so  de- 
sire. The  cool(s  also  are  demanding  a 
"copyright"  for  their  invention  of  novel 
food   concoctions. 

WATERPRINT  WORKERS. 

Over  160,000  Greater  New  York  Wage 
Earners  Poem  a  Compact  Federation 
for  Defensive  Purposes. 

New  Yorit,  July  16.— Delegates  from 
the    Seamen's,    Longshoremen's,    Harbor 

}E|patsien.'s,  Marine  Cooks',  Stewards', 
Waiters',    Produce    Shipping    Teamsters' 

^and  Dock  Builders'  Unions  have  com- 
pleted: ^e  .organization  of  the  Greater 
New  York  Waterfront  Federation,  com- 
prisUig*  a  membership  approximating 
160,000.  The  conditions  in  the  various 
crafts  ::meiit|«n6d»  together  with  a  desire 
for  ccunplete  unity  among  the  unions, 
la  t^  motive  which  actuated  the  forma- 
tion  of   this  large   organization. 


CONVICT  LABOR. 

Contracts  for  Making  of  Garments  in  the 
Je£Fer8onville,  Ind.,  Penitentiary  Have 
Expired  and  Renewal  Has  Been  Re- 
fused. 

JefTersonville,  Ind.,  July  15. — The  con- 
tracts for  the  making  of  garments  in 
the  JefTersonville  penitentiary  expired  on 
July  1,  and  the  officers  of  the  state  in 
control  of  the  penal  institutions  have 
refused  to  allow  the  contract  to  be  re- 
newed. Hereafter  this  penitentiary  will 
not  permit  garment-making  in  the  insti- 
tution; however,  it  is  rumored  that  these 
convicts  are  to  be  employed  in  a  foundry, 
taking  the  place  of  iron  molders.  It  is 
understood  that  the  Iron  Molders'  Inter- 
national Union  proposes  to  make  a  vig- 
orous effort  to  circumvent  any  action  of 
this    kind. 

— .-o* 

CAR  STRIKE  ENDS. 

Differences  Between  Operating  Company 
and  Employes  Submitted  to  a  Board  of 
Arbitration. 

Pittsburg,  Kan.,  July  8.— Following  a 
strike  of  four  days  on  the  Joplin  ft  Pitts- 
burg Electric  Railway,  a  settlement  has 
been  reached.  .It  has. been  agreed  that 
the  questions  involving  wages,  length  of 
contract,  gtutside  work,  union  or  open 
shop,  shall"  be  decided  by  arbitration. 

At'  Carbohdale,  Pa.,  teamsters  increai^ed 
wages  25. pe^  cent;  machinists,  lO  per 
cent;  blacksmiths,  20  per  cent;  carpen- 
ters. 10  per,  cent;  bricklayers,  10  pep 
cent— all  without  strike. 

. .-o^— 

Engineers  Get  Increase. 

Cleveland,  July  8.— Prom  the  general 
offices  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Engineers  it  is  announced  that  an  in- 
crease of  6  per  cent  in  wages  has  Just 
been  secured  on  the  Baltimore  ft  Ohio 
Railroad,  effective  July  1. 

At  Springfield,  111.,  the  tool  and  die 
makers  reduced  their  hours  from  ten  to 
nine  without  reduction  in  wages;  paint- 
ers secured  increase  of  2%  cents  per 
hour  after  four  weeks'   strike. 
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To  Teach  Unionism. 

Chicago.  July  16.— If  the  Women's 
Trade  Union  League  carry  out  the  pol- 
icy which  It  has  outlined,  the  principles 
ot  trade  unionism  are  to  be  taught  to 
the  foreign  element  in  Chicago  with  first 
lessons  in  English.  "I  am  a  member  of 
A  trade  union"  will  appear  in  the  new 
primer  in  place  of  the  customary  "This 
is  a  bear."  "I  am  working  in  a  union 
shop  and  receive  $10  a  week,"  to  take 
the  place  of  "The  fox  is  a  cunning  ani- 
mal." It  is  also  suggested  that  instead- 
o;  having  pictures  of  animals,  trees,  riT- 
ers,  lakes  and  landscapes,  that  the  primer 
to  be  used  will  be  replete  with  pictures 
of  shops,  stores  and  factories  filled  with 
wage-earners,  who  will  in  all  casei/  dis- 
play union  buttons.  Mrs.  Raymond  Rob- 
ins champions  the  idea  and  says:  "We 
can  easily  use  such  a  primer  in  the  for- 
eign sections  of  the  city  where  we  have 
already  established  schools  for  working 
girls." 

•<>-• 

The  Indianapolis  Conference. 

IndianapoUs,  July  8.— The  conference 
of  officials  of  national  and  international 
organizations,  held  in  this  city  to  pro- 
vide ways  and  means  whereby  organized 
labor  could  procure  sufficient  funds  to 
assure  the  McNamaras  a  fair  and  im< 
partial  trial,  was  attended  by  a  large 
number.  The  conference  discussed  all 
phases  of  the  situation  and  came  to  a 
tentative  understanding  as  to  the  meth- 
ods to  be  employed,  and  referred  the  en- 
tire matter  to  a  committee  comprising 
officers  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  and  the  departments  attached 
thereto.  The  plans  will  shortly  be  put 
in  definite  shape  and  given  publicity. 


-♦<>♦- 


Carriage  Workers  Win. 

Washington,  July  1.— Local  union  of 
the  Intemationar  Carriage  and  Wagon 
Workers  at  Milwaukee,  after  a  short 
strike  against  the  open  shop,  reached  an 
agreement  and  all  the  men  returned  to 
work. 


Off  to  Budapest 

James  Duncan,  Elected  a  Delegate  by 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to 
the  International  Secretariat,  to  SaU 
ShorUy. 

Washington,  July  8.— James  DuncaB.. 
delegate  to  the  International  Secretariat, 
will  sail  on  the  steamship  Carmania  at 
10  a.  m.  on  July  12.  Mr.  Duncan  bas 
mapped  out  quite  an  itinerary  in  order 
to  come  in  personal  contact  with  tbe 
representatives  of  organized  labor  of  Eu- 
rope.  His  extensive  knowledge  of  the 
organized  labor  movement  of  this  coun- 
try will  undoubtedly  prove  of  ineftima- 
ble  value  to  the  delegates  to  the  con- 
vention of  which  he  has  been  chosen  as 
the  American   representative. 

m<ym 

Baldwin  Locomotive  Strike. 

Philadelphia,  July  8.— The  strike  of 
the  12,000  employes  of  the  Baldwin  Lo- 
comotive Works  at  Philadelphia  and  Ed- 
dystone  is  still  in  progress.  The  men 
involved  are  showing  a  splendid  spirit 
of  determination  and  indications  are  to 
the  effect  that  this  same  feeling  will  be 
maintained  indefinitely.  Organizers  from 
the  various  crafts  Involved  are  giving 
every  assistance  possible  in  the  contest 
These  employes  have  labored  under  no* 
satisfactory  and  onerous  conditions  for 
many  years,  but,  as  is  the  usual  result, 
they  finally  turned  to  the  trade  unions 
for  relief. 

•  o^ 

Piano  Workers. 

Chicago,  July  8.— The  Piano,  Organ 
and  Musical  Instrument  Workers'  Inter- 
national Union  bas  just  issued  a  state- 
ment showing  that  the  total  benefit  pai^ 
for  the  first  seven  years  reaches  a  fSf^^^ 
total  of  $238,095.16.  This  organization 
pays  a  $6.00  per  week  sick  benefit,  from 
$60.00  to  $300.00  death  benefit,  as  weU 
as  a  wife  death  benefit  of  $40.00.  The 
strike  and  lockout  benefit  is  $7.00  ptf 
week.  The  dues  of  the  organization  V9 
20  cents  per  week.  The  showing  lOAde 
is  an.  excellent  one. 
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To  IiiTestigate. 

Washington,  July  16.— The  Interstate 
Commerce  Ck>mmi88ion  is  incensed  be- 
cause the  N.  T.,  N.  H.  ft  H.  Railway 
has  not  reported  the  frightful  wreck 
which  occurred  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.  The 
commission  has  sent  a  number  of  in- 
spectors to  the  scene,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  complete  and  exhaustive  in- 
yestlgation.  Following 'this,  the  commis* 
sion  will  prepare  a  bill  and  have  it  sub- 
mitted to  Congress  for  the  purpose  of 
haying  enacted  more  drastic  regulations 

relative  to  railroad  wrecks. 
•-c^* 

Cases  Dismissed. 

Washington,  July  8. — A  telegraphic  re- 
port to  Washington  from  Los  Angeles 
states  that  Bert  H.  Conner,  A.  B.  Maple 
and  F.  Ira  Bender,  the  first  two  iron 
workers  and  the  latter  president  of  the 
local  lodge  of  machinists,  who  were  in- 
dicted recently  by  the  grand  jury  of  Los 
Angeles,  charging  them  with  dynamiting 
the  Hall  of  Records  last  September,  have 
been  dismissed  for  want  of  evidence.  The 
detectives  are  apparently  having  a  tortu- 
ous road  to  travel  in  fastening  guilt  upon 
members  of  organized  labor. 

•  o^ 

The  Seamen's  Strike. 

Washington,  July  15. — ^From  infor- 
mation gathered  from  widely  separated 
points,  it  appears  that  the  seamen  have 
been  generally  successful  in  securing  an 
increase  in  wages  and  bettered  condi- 
tions. Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  strike 
was  so  widespread,  it  will  be  a  consid- 
erable time  before  complete  and  authen- 
tic reports  can  be  had  and  a  general 
estimate  made  of  the  degree  of  success 
which  has  obtained  on  account  of  the 
contest 

•  o* 

Patternmakers  of  Chicago  have  secured 
mt  increase  of  3%  cents  per  hour  and 
44-hour  week. 

•  o» 

Painters  of  Portland,  Ore.,  secured  in* 
crease  of  20  cents  per  day. 


Stove  Mounters  Get  Increase. 

Washington,  July  1.— After  a  strike  ol 
five  weeks  against  the  Toledo  Stove  and 
Range  Company  by  the  stove  mounters, 
a  satisfactory  settlement  has  been 
reached.  Increases  on  piece  work  vary- 
ing from  1  cent  to  16  cents  have  been 
secured,  as  well  as  an  increase  of  10 
cents  a  day  for  day  work,  and  a  Satur- 
day  half   holiday. 

•  <y 

Denver  Musicians  Win. 

Washington,  July  1.— The  Banda  Mexi- 
cana,  known  to  the  Musicians'  Union  as 
the  Peon  Band,  has  been  withdrawn  from 
Luna  Park  in  Denver.  The  union  men 
of  the  city  refused  to  patronize  the  park 
and  it  proved  such  a  serious  injury  that 
a  settlement  was  made  with  the  local 
Musicians'  Union. 

— — ♦o* 

Iron  Molders  Win. 

Washington,  July  1.— -The  Toronto  Iron 
Molders  have  won  their  strike  for  an 
increased  wage  rate.  The  old  agreement 
called  for  a  minimum  wage  for  molders 
of  $2.90  per  day  and  core  makers  $2.65 
per  day.  Under  the  new  agreement  the 
molders  are  to  receive  $3.10 -per  day  and 
the  core  makers  $3  per  day. 

•  o^ 

Antwerp  Strike. 

Washington,  July  1.— The  ship  boiler 
cleaners  at  Antwerp  are  on  strike.  As 
a  result  work  has  entirely  ceased  in  this 
branch,  with  bright  prospects  for  an 
early  and   favorable  settlement. 

•  o^ 

City  council  of  Barre,  Vt,  granted 
street  and  water  department  employes 
48-hour  week,  reducing  hours  from  64, 
without   reduction   in  wages. 

•  (y» 

Bfcrewery    workers    of    Lancaiiter,    Pa., 

won  strike  for  $1  per  week  increase,  and 
engineers   get    $2   per   week   Increase. 

^o^ 

Printers  of  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  have 
secured  increase  of  60  per/cenL       t 
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THE  SHIPPING  STRIKE. 

The  Seamen  in  Various  Countries  Have 
Gained  Concessions  and  a  More  Thor- 
ough Organisation  Is  Assured. 

Washington,  July  22. — ^A  wide  scope  of 
country  being  affected  by  the  seamen's 
strike.  It  Is  difficult  to  compute  accu- 
rately the  sum  total  of  advances  made, 
yet  from  fragmentary  reports  received 
from  England,  France,  Germany,  Belgium, 
Holland,  Denmark  and  Sweden,  much  fa- 
vorable news  comes.  At  present  the 
strike  seems  to  be  centered  m  Great 
Britain,  Belgium  and  Holland.  No  gen- 
eral strike  movement  has  been  on  in  the 
United  States.  In  Germany  many  agree- 
ments have  been  entered  into  with  the 
ship  owners.  The  Denmark  seamen  are 
still  negotiating  for  agreements.  In 
Norway  a  bill  is  being  discussed  in  Par- 
liament, and,  if  adopted,  will  largely 
meet  the  situation.  In  Sweden  the  unions 
of  seamen  are  yet  suffering  from  the  crip- 
pled condition  in  which  a  previous  strug- 
gle left  them.  The  International  Trans- 
port Workers'  Federation,  while  it  has 
not  officially  sanctioned  the  strike,  has 
Issued  an  appeal  for  financial  assistance. 
It  is  understood,  however,  that  if  any  at- 
tempt is  made  to  transport  labor  from 
one  country  to  another,  with  a  view  to 
strike  breaking,  the  Federation  will  take 
action.  The  strike  does  not  appear  to 
be  general,  even  in  Great  Britain,  Bel- 
glum  and  Holland,  but  there  has  been 
a  series  of  sectional  strikes  which  have 
met  with  apparent  success.  The  most 
intense  situation  has  been  at  Liverpool, 
Manchester  and  Hull,  where  the  other 
waterfront  trades  have  in  a  measure  com- 
bined to  assist  the  seamen. 

One  prominent  feature  is  the  re- 
markable revival  in  England  of  the  Sea- 
men's and  Firemen's  Union,  which  has, 
during  this  difficulty,  rapidly  increased 
in  membership  and  effectiveness.  The 
great  difficulty  experienced  by  the  In- 
ternational Transport  Workers'  Federa- 
tion is  the  fact  that  the  organizations 
comprising  the  Federation  are  not  well 
organized.  The  character  of  employment 
Of  seamen  makes  it  exceedingly  difficult 


to  marshal  these  men  into  a  strong  tad 
effective  organization.  Taken  as  a  whole, 
however,  the  seamen's  strike  has  bees 
of  immense  value,  not  only  in  effecting 
advances  in  wages  and  bettered  ooodl- 
tions,  but  it  has  been  the  means  of  bring- 
ing many  seamen  into  the  organiution. 

AFTER  P.  O.  DEPARTMENT. 

Two  Bills  Have  Been  Introduced  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  Prohflstinc 
Usurpation  of  Rights  of  Qovcrnment 
E^mplojres. 

Washington,  July  22.— Mr.  Clark,  of 
Florida,  has  Introduced  two  bills,  both 
upon  the  same  subject,  one  providing 
"that  no  head  of  a  department  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  nor 
any  other  federal  official,  shall  issne  tor 
order  or  promulgate  any  rule  wblch 
tends  to  prohibit  in  any  way  tbe  right 
of  Government  employes  to  petition  tbe 
Congress  with  relation  to  any  matter  re- 
lating to  the  public  service."  A  penalty 
of  $1,000  is  provided  for  the  first  offense,, 
and  for  the  second,  impeachment  Is  pro- 
vided. In  the  companion  bill  it  is  pro- 
vided "that  no  order  or  rule  of  any  de- 
partment of  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  have  the  force  and  ef- 
fect of  a  law  of  the  United  States." 
»o» 

Irish  Wit 

An  American  and  an  EngHshmaa,  walk 
ing  through  a  town  in  Ireland,  were  dis 
coursing  upon  the  proverbial  wit  of  the 
Irish.  The  American  expressed  tf^ 
doubt  as  to  whether  it  was  as  smart  as 
It  was  generally  believed  to  be,  so  tbey 
determined  to  test  the  next  passerby.  Ac 
cordingly  tbe  following  dialogue  took 
place: 

"Pat,"  said  the  American,  'if  the  ^^ 
were  to  come  along  now  which  would  h< 
take  first,  you  or  me?" 

"Sure,  sir,  it  would^  be  me,"  promptly 
replied  Pat. 

"And  why  It  that?" 

"Bedad,  the  crafty  old  gentleman  ^ 
shure    of    you    at    ony    tolme."— ^*^ 
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President   Roosevelt  on   Automatic   In- 
demnity for  Injury. 

The  former     President  of  the  United 
States,   Theodore  Roosevelt,   upon   being 
presented  by  Chairman     Low,     declared 
that  this   organization   realized    his   de- 
sire "to  see  radicalism     prosper     under 
conservative  leadership."     He  felt  it  ab- 
solutely essential  to  the  welfare  of  this 
country  that  there  should  be  progressive 
action  among  the  people  and  government. 
To  stand  still  is  to  go  backwards;  but  to 
go  off  in  a  spiral,  to  one  side,   is  not 
going   forward    at    all.      He    would    see 
progress  made  in  the  spirit  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  who  was  a  radical  progressive 
compared  to  the  schools  of  Buchanan  and 
Fillmore,   but  who  was  denounced  as  a 
timid   conservative     by     those   who   de- 
nounced   the   Constitution   and   who   de- 
scribed Abraham  Lincoln  as  the  "slave 
hound  of  Illinois."    Mr.  Roosevelt  would 
have  the  great  movement  for  betterment 
go  forward  so  that  no  step  need  be  re- 
traced.    He  would  see  labor  legislation 
undertaken  always  in  consequence  of  a 
good    understanding    between    the    wise 
leaders  of  labor  and  men  who  favor  what 
is  good    for   any  of  the   people   of   our 
common    country.     He  cited  an  address 
upon   Conservatism   in   which   Dr.   Eliot 
had   said   in   effect  that  not  only   must 
government  in  this  country  do  more  com- 
pared with  what  is  left  to  be  done  by 
the  individual  than  formerly,  but  it  must 
work   more   often   on   a   national    scale. 
Increase  in  collective  activity  must  take 
place  notably  in  two  ways,  first  in  the 
attitude    of   the   public   toward    the   ag- 
gregations of   wealth   used   in   business. 
The  man  who,  in  conjunction  with  oth- 
ers, enlarges  his  business  from  that  of 
a  retail  butcher  or  grocer  so  as  to  deal 
in  railroads  or  whatever  it  is  on  a  scale 
that  covers  States,  becomes  too  big  for 
any  one  to  deal  with  in  his  individual 
capacity.     We  must  ship  and  travel  by 
his  trains.     Therefore,  we  face  a  situa- 
tion where  the  other  man  has  the  entire 
power  and  yet  where  our  need  of  deal- 
ing with  him  is  absolute.    This  situation 
was   ntterly  unknown  a  century  and  a 


quarter  ago.  There  is  only  one  popular 
artificial  entity  able  to  deal  on  behalf 
of  all  of  us  and  that  is  Uncle  Sam.  He 
must  have  the  power  to  guarantee  the 
corporation  against  injustice  and  to  ex- 
act Justice  in  return.  It  must  be  to  the 
interest  of  the  corporation  to  do  busi- 
ness, not  merely  for  its  sake,  but  for 
ours,  and  on  the  other  hand  we  must 
have  power  to  see  that  the  corporation 
does  Justice  to  us.  The  use  of  the  col- 
lective power  of  the  people  through  the 
Government  is  more  necessary  than  ever 
Id  dealing  with  great  corporations,  alike 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  general  public 
and  from  the  standpoint  of  the  employes 
of  corporations.  Changes  in  modem  in- 
dustrialism are  most  evident  in  the  re- 
lations between  employer  and  employed 
— first  in  the  power  of  the  employer  and 
in  the  knowledge  that  one  has  of  the 
other;  and,  second,  in  the  connection  be- 
tween the  men  serving  together  under 
the  employer.  A  century  and  a  quarter 
ago  an  employer  could  not  be  very  harsh, 
because  the  employe  could  easily  go  else^ 
where;  he  could  go  and  take  up  a  farm 
for  himself.  Moreover,  there  was  an  m- 
timate  personal  relationship  between  the 
employer  and  employe  which  usually 
made  any  interference  between  them  by 
the  law  unnecessary.  Second,  very  little 
analogy  can  be  drawn  between  fellow 
servants  under  the  old  system  and  un- 
der the  present  system,  and  legal  deci- 
sions, which  follow  Eighteenth  rather 
than  Twentieth  Century  precedent,  en- 
forcing a  line  of  action  which  works 
cruel  injustice  at  the  present  time.  So 
the  misused  doctrine  of  liberty  of  con- 
tract exhausts  patience.  A  wage-earner 
may  face  the  necessity  to  work  or 
starve;  then  it  is  right  that  the  State 
shall  decline  to  recognize  a  liberty  that 
is  merely  fictitious  and  to  recognize  any 
contract  made  under  such  conditions 
against  his  welfare.  In  legislation  as  to 
compensation  to  the  injured,  America  has 
lagged  behind  every  nation  of  any  size 
of  the  industrial  type  in  the  world.  In 
industry  we  face  the  same  certainty  of 
loss  of  life  and  limb  as  in  war.  The 
cliaoce  of  loss  of  life  to  the^  workman 
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lu  putting  up  a  Bteel  building  Is  greater 
than  it  was  to  any  soldier  in  a  battle 
In  the  Spanish  war.  As  in  war,  the 
burden  of  injury  should  not  fall  wholly 
upon  his  wife  and  children.  The  whole 
public  should  pay  and  the  payment  will 
be  distributed  if  we  make  the  employer 
responsible  for  the  loss  to  the  man.  The 
right  to  sue  is  not  just  either  to  the 
employe,  to  whose  lawyer  the  chief  bene- 
fit may  go;  it  is  not  just  to  the  em- 
ployer, because  the  jury,  through  senti- 
ment, may  award  excessive  damages.  The 
workman  should  receive  automatically  in- 
demnification for  injury,  at  once,  and  the 
business  should  be  able  to  tell  in  ad- 
vance its  liability.  The  loss  should  be 
treated  as  part  of  the  risks  of  the  trade. 
The  nation  should  take  care  of  all  its 
employes  who  are  maimed  in  its  work. 
An  alien  employed  in  Panama  was  crip- 
pled for  life  and  was  actually  shipped 
to  his  own  country  because  he  had  lost 
the  power  of  self-support  Such  an  inci- 
dent must  cause  indignation.  The  work 
on  the  canal,  the  way  the  men  have 
Veen  housed  and  looked  after  as  to  amuse- 
ment, may  give  us  national  pride;  yet 
we  are  powerless  to  do  justice  in  such 
a  case.  Ijet  us  then  endeavor  to  secure 
Just  workmen's  compensation  acts,  which 
shall  afreet  all  Government  employes  no 
less  than  those  in  private  enterprise. 

mO^ 

A  Friend  in  Need. 

"A  friend  in  need,"  my  neighbor  said  to 

me, 
**A  friend.  Indeed,  is  what  I  mean  to  be; 
In  time  of  trouble  I  will  come  to  you. 
And  in  the  hour  of  need  you'll  find  me 

true." 

I  thought  a  bit,  and  took  her  by  the  hand; 
"My  friend,"  said  I,  "you  do  not  under- 
stand 
The  meaning  of  that  simple  rhyme — 
A  friend  is  what  the  heart  needs  all  the 
time."  ^-Henry  Van  Dyke. 

»^y 

A  new  steel  bridge  to  be  built  by  the 
Southern  Pacific  railroad  in  Sacramento, 
Cal.,  will  be  constructed  by  Union  labor. 


Who  KiUed  the  Local? 

"It's     meeting     night,"     said     Neighbor 

Brown, 
"But  don't  believe  I'll  go  down; 
I'm  tired  and  it's  pretty  cold  tonight. 
And  everything  will  go  all  right    - 
If  I'm  not  there."    So  he  sat  and  read 
The  paper  awhile,  then  went  to  bed; 
Having  stayed  at  home  from  the  meet- 
ing. 

"It's    meeting    night,"      said    Neighbor 

Gray; 
"But  I  guess  I  had  better  stay  away; 
I  don't  like  the  way  the  young  folks  tik« 
Things  in  their  hands  and  try  to  make 
The  'Good  of  the  Local'  all  joke  and  fun. 
I  think  something  sensible  ought  to  be 

done." 
And   he   stayed    at    home    from   the 

meeting. 

Thus  one  and  another  made  excuse, 
And  said  as  long  as  they  paid  their  duel 
And  assessments  promptly,  they  couldnt 

see 

What  the  difference  was  if  they  should  be 

Away  from  the  room  on  meeting  nii^t, 

And  argued  to  prove  that  they  were  right 

In  staying  at  home  from  the  meeting> 

And  the  earnest  officers  of  the  local 
And  the  faithful  who  didn't  dodge 
Around  their  duties  and  tried  to  shirk, 
But  did  their  own  and  others'  work, 
Grew  discouraged,  and  at  last  in  dismafi 
Headquarters  took  the  charter  away 

Because — all  stayed  at  home  from  the 
meeting. 
—Amalgamated    Sheet    Metal    Workers 

Journal, 

»<>• 

The  Texas  Legislature  has  amended  the 
law  of  that  state  so  that,  effective  June  I 
it  will  be  lawful  to  exchange  advertising 
for  transportation  used  wholly  in  the  State 

of  Texas. 

^^ym 

Under  the  new  public  utility  law  (A 
New  Jersey,  free  rides  are  so  severely  ^ 
strlcted  that  policemen  and  firemen  can  be 
carried  on  street  cars  only  by  paying  far* 


THE  ADVAN-CB  ADVOCATE. 


587 


Wireless  in  Railway  Service. 

By   Lee   De    Forrest. 

Experiments  conducted  at  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  and  Toronto,  Canada,  demonstrated 
the  correctness  of  my  view,  that  the  track 
rail  system,  including  the  mass  of  tele- 
graph or  telephone  wires  along  the  right 
of  way  served  not  only  as  a  conducting 
zone  or  wave  chute  along  which  the  elec- 
tric waves  preferred  to  travel,  but  also 
acted  as  a  net  to  catch  waves  coming 
transversely  and  obliquely  towards  the 
right  of  way,  and  then  distributing  in 
both  directions  along  the  traqk  a  surpris- 
ingly large  amount  of  electric  energy.  On 
account  of  the  directive  action  of  the  tele- 
graph wires  it  is  easy  to  pick  up  strong 
wireless  telegraph  signals  by  a  wave  de- 
tector connected  to  a  short  horizontal  wire 
stretched  parallel  and  near  to  the  tele- 
graph wires,  and  at  a  surprisingly  large 
distance  from  the  wireless  station. 

From  this  it  is  easy  to  understand  how 
a  track-side  wireless  station,  using  a  hori- 
zontal antenna,  a  wire,  say,  100  feet  long 
fastened  to  two  or  three  telegraph  poles, 
can  communicate  with  another  track-side 
station  similarly  arranged,  and  distant  20 
or  even  more  miles  from  the  first  Obvi- 
ously one  or  both  of  these  stations  can 
be  located  on  board  a  train,  and  in  such 
case  the  horizontal  antenna  wire  can,  as 
I  have  demonstrated,  be  run  inside  the 
cars,  of  heavily  insulated  wire,  parallel 
to  the  bell  cord. 

By  this  arrangement  it  would  be  a  com- 
paratively simple  matter  to  telegraph  reg- 
ularly to  and  from  express  trains,  over  a 
distance  of,  say,  40  miles  (20  miles  on 
each  side  of  the  track-side  station);  but 
the  expense  of  carrying  a  telegraph  ope- 
rator on  board,  more  than  the  cost  of 
the  equipment  entailed,  would  greatly 
limit  the  application  in  practice. 

With  the  wireless  telephone,  however, 
the  case  becomes  very  different,  so  differ- 
ent in  fact  that  it  is  my  firm  belief  that 
ere  many  years  the  telephoning  to  mov- 
ing trains,  and  especially  to  locomotives, 
will  become  a  very  common,  or  well-nigh 
universal,  adjunct  to  our  elaborate  rail- 


road safety  appliances.  For  such  a  pur- 
pose a  long  distance  of  communication  will 
be  quite  unnecessary — in  fact,  undesir- 
able. Consider  a  railroad  system  equipped 
with  the  block  system,  with  signal  stations 
or  towers  at  mile  intervals;  a  small  wire- 
less telephone  transmitter  capable  of  half- 
mile  communication,  and  utilizing  the  in- 
ductive or  "wave-chute"  action  of  the  ex- 
isting telegraph  wires,  would  cost  little  to 
install,  little  to  operate  and  be  so  simple 
as  to  add  practically  nothing  to  the  train- 
ing of  the  signal  operator.  A  horizontal 
antenna  wire  would  be  extended  to  the 
first  or  second  telegraph  pole  stretched  3 
feet  below  the  lowest  telegraph  wire;  the 
earth  connections  would  be  directed  to  the 
track  rails.  On  the  locomotive  or  over 
the  locomotive  and  the  first  coach  will 
extend  an  insulated  wire  as  easily  coupled 
up  when  making  up  the  train  as  is  the  air 
brake  at  present.  In  the  cab  a  smajl  box 
Is  fastened  containing  a  tuning  coil  Und  a 
simple  crystal  wave  detector;  connected  to 
this  is  a  single  head  telephone  receiver 
with  head  band  attached,  or  a  telephone 
receiver  with  rubber  air  pad  is  fastened  to 
a  short  arm  at  a  point  where  the  engineer 
can  easily  rest  his  ear  against  it.  The  body 
of  the  locomotive,  of  course,  supplies  the 
earth  connection.  This  system  would  en- 
able the  signalman  to  talk  direct  to  the 
engineer  for  a  period  of  one  to  four  min- 
utes, and  add  Immensely  to  the  probability 
that  he  will  perceive  the  proper  signal,  or 
enable  him  to  receive  orders  or  Informa- 
tion which  the  semaphore  cannot  possibly 
communicate.  The  engineer  could  not,  of 
course,  reply,  except  by  whistle.  It  would 
appear  that  by  this  appliance  It  will  be 
generally  quite  unnecessary  for  a  train 
to  stop  merely  to  receive  dispatcher's  or- 
ders. 

•^y» 

Thank  Ood  every  morning  when  you  get 
up  that  you  have  something  to  do  which 
must  be  done  whether  you  like  it  or  not. 
Being  forced  to  work,  and  forced  to  do 
your  bfest,  will  breed  in  you  temperance, 
self-control,  diligence,  strength  of  will 
content  and  a  hundred  virtues  which  the 
idle  will  never  know. — KingaJey.      / 
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Why  Hinder  Educational  Work? 

The  managements  of  the  railroads  are 
almost  uniyersally  in  favor  of  having 
their  officials  and  foremen  attend  the  an- 
nual conventions  in  their  respective 
branches.  This  the  officials  and  foremen 
understand  themselves,  but  it  sometimes 
happens  that  a  foreman  is  unfortunately) 
under  an  outranking  foreman  or  official 
to  whom  he  has  to  make  his  request,  who 
is  too  narrow  in  his  views  to  honor  the 
request  and  permit  the  foreman  under 
him  to  attend.  When  anyone  has  this 
disposition  he  is  blocking  the  progress 
of  the  railway's  interests.  Every  fore- 
man who  attends  a  convention  does  so 
for  the  benefit  of  his  company  and  the 
executive  management  of  the  roads  so 
understand  this,  hence  the  disposition  to 
encourage  men  to  attend. 

E^rery  foreman  has  to  make  his  request 
first  to  the  man  just  above  him  in  serv- 
ice, and  it  is  there  where  the  request 
stops,  if  it  is  stopped  at  all,  and  not  with 
the  executive  management  of  the  roads. 
Only  recently  a  foreman  stated  to  the 
writer  that  he  was  barred  from  attend- 
ing a  convention  because  his  outranking 
official  told  him  he  would  not  be  allowed 
his  pay  while  away.  This  was  on  a  road 
where  others  had  been  granted  full  pay 
and  encouraged  to  go  in  former  times. 
Several  just  such  instances  have  been 
called  to  our  attention,  and  we  believe 
that  such  unfortunate  affairs  should  be 
called  to  the  attention  of  the  railway 
managers  in  order  that  this  wrong  might 
be  corrected.  Some  roads  are  liberal 
enough  to  even  pay  the  expenses  of  their 
foremen,  which  all  should  do  by  right, 
as  the  trip  to  the  annual  mechanical  con- 
vention is  an  educational  one  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  railway  service. 

We  heard  one  foreman  relate  that  his 
master  mechanic  even  refused  to  endorse 
the  foreman's  application  for  member- 
ship in  the  organization  to  which  he 
should  belong.  That  master  mechanic 
was  wrongly  constituted  and  was  in  the 
wrong  place  for  the  good  of  his  com- 
pany. It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  he 
is  the  exception;  so  we  believe  it  is  the 


same  in  regards  to  refusing  to  aliow 
foremen  full  pay  while  at  the  conven* 
tion;  but  our  attention  has  been  called 
to  so  many  of  the  latter  that  it  seems 
that  there  are  a  few  too  many  mechan- 
ical officials  who  got  their  promotions 
before  they  were  broad  enough  to  fill 
them  for  the  best  interests  of  their 
companies.  When  it  is  known  that  a 
foreman  in  one  shop  gets  his  full  pay 
and  all  expenses  paid,  too,  and  a  fore- 
man in  another  shop  of  the  same  road 
cannot  even  get  his  time  in  full  whil{ 
away  to  a  convention,  it  is  self-evident 
that  the  latter  shop  is  in  charge  of  the 
wrong  mechanical  official. 

This  is  an  era  of  progress,  and  no  class 
of  people  is  more  ambitious  to  make 
progress  than  the  railway  shop  foremen. 
Conditions  are  such  that  he  needs  to  set 
all  the  mechanical  education  opportnnitr 
affords  him.  and  the  railway  masage- 
ment  is  wisely  encouraging  their  fore- 
men in  their  ambitious  aims.  We  hope 
the  time  will  soon  be  at  hand  when  everr 
railway  shop  foreman  will  be  enconr 
aged  to  attend  annual  conventions  and 
have  all  their  necesary  expenses  paid. 
This  policy  will  benefit  the  railways.— 

Railtoay  Journal. 

»<>• 

A  Qerman  locomotive  engineer  says  that 
-the  trains  are  doing  much  to  destroy  the 
birds.  He  has  picked  numbers  of  various 
kinds  from  an  engine  which  runs  alxmt 
dawn,  when  the  birds  first  seek  food,  and 
he  estimates  that  this  one  engine  kills 
some  hundreds  every  month. 

The  essential  point  in  a  railway  orgwi 
zation  is  that  every  man  should  feel  a  pe* 
sonal  responsibility  and  pride  in  bis  poei^ 
tion  and  in  doing  the  particular  work  as^ 
signed  to  him  as  nearly  ri^t  as  his 
knowledge  and  ability  will  permit. 

The  Atchison,  Topeka  ft  Santa  Fe  has 
notified  its  employees  that  they  must  wA 
assign  their  wages  or  execute  powers  of 
attorney  to  others  to  collect  for  thon.  Y^ 
lation  of  the  rule  will  be  sufficient  cavse 
for  dismissal.  Employees  must  not  aeeept 
assignment  from  other  employ^as^ 
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Andrew  Carnegie  for  Compensation. 

In  response  to  the  request  of  the  chair- 
man, Andrew  Carnegie  declared  that  no 
proposition  could  be  sounder  than  that 
injuries  occurring  in  dangerous  pursuits 
should  be  considered  a  part  of  the  cost 
of  production.  The  lawyers  may  perfect 
the  details  of  such  a  law,  but  employers 
should  know  the  practical  effect  Insur- 
ance against  accidents,  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction  in  the  relations  between 
employer  and  employed,  and  it  is  a  proof 
of  progress  and  of  improvement  in  the 
relation  between  capital  and  labor,  of 
which  it  is  to  be  said:  "The  more  the 
employer  does  for  labor,  the  more  profit 
he  makes."  The  evidence  that  the  em- 
ployer has  a  heart  and  recognizes  what 
he  owes  to  his  workmen  means  that  in 
time  of  trouble  employer  and  employe 
are  devoted  friends.  The  foundation  of 
nine  out  of  ten  strikes  is  not  wages,  but 
that  the  right  man  is  not  in  the  right 
place.  The  employer  ought  to  know  his 
men,  or  at  least  their  leaders,  and  when 
he  sits  down  with  them  and  wants  to 
do  the  fair  thing  there  Is  little  trouble. 
When  a  man  knows  that  he  will  be  cared 
for  in  case  of  accident  in  the  service  of 
an  employer,  and  all  the  men  know  the 
same  thing,  and  the  law  is  there  to  en- 
force it,  all  that  is  more  beneficial  for 
capital  than  for  the  working  man  him- 
self. Employers  cannot  go  too  far  in 
this  direction,  even  from  the  economic 
standpoint  Uniform  legislation  is  de- 
sirable, yet  Mr.  Carnegie  believed  that 
the  employer  who  paid  for  accidents  when 
others  did  not  is  not  at  a  disadvantage, 
because  of  his  finer  relations  with  the 
men.  Nevertheless,  it  is  well  to  strive 
for  uniform  legislation.  He  thought  that 
the  United  States  Steel  Company,  from 
which  he  is  retired,  had  acted  with  great 
liberality.  Of  the  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars that  he  left  to  the  workmen  when 
he  retired,  four  millions  were  for  pen- 
sions for  old  persons  when  they  had  to 
retire.  Recently  the  company,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Carnegie 
that  the  idea  be  extended,  *  had  added 
eight  millions  of  dollars  to  the  fund,  so 


tliat  there  are  now,  at  5  per  cent,  two 
thousand  dollars  a  day  to  pension  the 
old  men  who  have  served  faithfully  and 
must  retire.  They  have  also  provided 
against  accidents  on  a  scale  that  they 
are  not  compelled  to  follow.  Any  gen- 
eral law  upon  the  subject  would,  of 
course,  make  it  necessary  to  adjust  pres- 
ent arrangements.  Mr.  Carnegie  gave  the 
measure  under  consideration  his  hearty 
approval. 

M>^ ' — 

The  Polite  Conductor. 

"Conductor!"  exclaimed  an  irate  woman 
who  carried  many  bundles,  as  she  paused 
on  the  platform  of  the  crowded  car,  "I 
thought  I  told  you  that  I  wanted  to  get 
off  at  Fifty-second  street." 

"But  madam—" 

"Don't  you  say  a  word!  I  know  all 
about  your  car  being  very  full,  and  not  be- 
ing able  to  remember  where  everybody 
gets  oft.    I've  heard  all  that  before." 

"But  madam,  I—" 

"You  may  be  sure  that  I  shall  report 
you,  sir;  and  for  your  impudence,  too!" 

She  alighted,  the  conductor  rang  his  bell 
and  as  the  car  started  he  said  politely,  as 
he  touched  his  cap: 

"Fm  very  sorry,  madam,  but  Fifty'«ec- 
ond  street  is  half  a  mile  farther  on."— 
Chicaoo  RecordrHerald. 

.-o^ 

'  "Be  a  SmUcr." 

Cheer  up!  Smile  and  be  happy!  For 
even  though  dreams  may  fade,  though 
that  which  seems  beautiful  from  afar  is 
revealed  in  all  its  primeval  ugliness  when 
the  intervening  distance  is  bridged,  though 
our  ideals  are  shattered  and  prove  to  have 
had  a  foundation  of  shifting  sand,  and  our 
golden  illusions  dispelled,  we  can  still  find 
comfort  in  the  thought  that  we  have  at 
least  had  the  Joy  of  our  vision. — F.  A.  B. 
t^cy 

The  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  has 
passed  an  employers'  liability  law,  abolish 
ing  the  fellow^ervant  doctrine,  and  abol- 
ishing or  modifying  the  rule  that  an  em- 
ployee assumes  the  risks  of  his  employ- 
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Conundrums. 

Why  is  a  nail  fast  in  the  wall  like  an 
old  man?    Because  it  is  in  firm. 

How  are  all  lawyers  related?  They  are 
brothers-in-law. 

What  is  the  most  popular  paper  at  the 
summer  resorts?     Fly  paper. 

Why  is  the  fly  one  of  the  grocer's  best 
customers?  Because  it  settles  on  the  spot 

Why  does  an  aeronaut  dislike  speaking 
about  his  trips?  It  is  a  soar  point  with 
him. 

What  is  unable  to  think  or  speak,  yet 
tells  the  truth  to  all  the  world?  A  pair 
of  scales. 

What  country  does  a  crying  baby  sigh 
for?     More-rock-or  or  Lap-land. 

Why  is  a  shabby  coat  like  a  man  with 
insomnia?  Because  it  has  not  had  a  nap 
for  a  long  time. 

Why  is  a  crow  like  a  lawyer?  He  likes 
to  have  his  caws   (cause)   heard. 

Why  is  the  root  of  the  tongue  like  a 
dejected  man?  Because  it  is  down  in  the 
mouth. 

m^O^ 

Harriman  Lines  Double-Tracking. 

Completion  of  the  most  expensive  piece 
of  double-tracking  involved  in  the  second 
tracking  projects  of  the  Harriman  lines 
between  the  Missouri  River  and  the  Pa- 
cific Coast  has  been  announced.  This  is 
the  Rocklin-Colfax  cut-off,  costing  $15,- 
000,000,  which  stretches  from  Colfax,  at 
the  western  end  of  the  snowshed  district 
in  the  summit  of  the  Sierras,  to  Rocklin, 
thirty-three  miles  westward  and  Just  east 
of  Sacramento.  The  work  has  occupied 
a  long  period  of  construction  and  Involved 
an  immense  amount  of  tunneling,  effect- 
ing a  comparatively  straight  line  through 
the  mountains  which  is  crossed  and  re- 
crossed  by  the  old  line,  which  meanders 
about,  following  through  its  long  course 
a  lower  grade  up  the  mountains.  With 
the  new  line  it  will  be  possible  to  fol- 
low the  old  low-grade  route  on  the  pull 
up  the  mountains  and  the  new  high-grade 
line  on  the  downward-bound  traffic. 

One  of  the  next  pieces  of  actual  double- 
tracking,  which  already  has  been  author- 
ized, is  the  section  from  Benicia,   Cal., 


Just  east  of  San  Francisco,  to  Sacramento, 
a  distance  of  about  sixty  miles.  About 
the  heaviest  traffic  of  the  Southern  Pa- 
cific system  passes  over  this  portion  of 
the  road,  and  the  filling  in  of  this  gap 
will  give  the  Southern  Pacific  a  two-track 
route  from  San  Francisco  to  Colfax*  as 
the  twenty-two-mile  portion  between  Sac- 
ramento and  Rocklin  already  is  doable- 
tracked.  Ferry  facilities  at  Benicia  alao 
are  to  be  increased  to  accommodate  the 
increased  trafllc. 

Another  stretch  to  be  second-tracked 
among  the  first  work  undertaken  is  at  the 
west  end  of  the  Lucin  cut-oft  over  Salt 
Lake.  In  connection  with  this  there  will 
be  some  changes  of  the  line  and  reduc- 
tion of  grades  which  will  improve  the 
train  loading  on  the  Central  Pacific  A 
low-grade  line  is  to  be  built  in  the  place 
of  the  present  high-grade  line  up  the 
mountains,  and  the  present  high-erade 
line  will  be  used  only  for  the  down  traf- 
fic, as  is  often  done  in  such  cases.  The 
Union  Pacific  will  be  double-tracked  from 
Julesburg,  Colo.,  to  Farmington,  Utah.  It 
is  already  double-tracked  from  Farming- 
ton  to  Salt  Lake. — Railtoay  Record. 
•  <>• 
To  Prepare  a  Place  for  Them. 

A  well  known  union  man  hands  out 
this  one  which  he  admits  he  plagiarized: 

A  country  parson,  on  quitting  his 
church,  bade  his  flock  farewell  in  the  fol- 
lowing fashion:  "Brethren  and  sisters: 
I  don't  think  God  loves  the  church  be^ 
cause  none  of  you  ever  did;  I  don*t  think 
you  love  one  another,  because  I  never 
married  any  of  you;  I  don't  think  you 
love  me,  because  you  haven't  paid  me  my 
salary.  Tour  donations  have  been  musty 
fruit  and  wormy  apples,  and  ^y  their 
fruit  ye  shall  know  them.  I  go  to  a 
better  place.  I  have  been  called  to  be 
chaplain  of  a  penitentiary,  and  where  \ 
go  you  cannot  come  now.  But  I  go  to 
prepare  a  place  for  you,  and  may  God 
have  mercy  on  your  souls.  Amen, — 
Exchange. 


^RAT    HAIRtt>at^4«rk.UwiUk»l^«-. 

I  llSe^  too.    DoBt  wmMc  aom^  ud  uke  rtako  wftlTovM- 

I  UoaabtodyM  or  M«lBB.OMo«r  trig  Book  a«tW|ia^J«^ 

will  aend  it  FREB,  to  plala  wrapper,  pootpaid.     KO^SSW 
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NOTICE    OF    REGULAR    ASSESSMENT    NO.    176, 
DUE    AUGUST    1,    1911 


OFFICE  OF  GRAND 

VaNOL  BuIU)INGj 

St.  Louis 


ID  LODGE,  "I 

MNG,  > 

\,  Mo.,  August  1,  1911.    J 


In  accordance  with  Section  1,  Ar- 
ticle XIV,  of  the  Constitution,  Reg- 
ular  Assessment  No.  176  is  due  Au- 
gust  1,  1911,  payable  not  later  than 
Sept,  5,  1911.  All  who  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Insurance  Department 
prior  to  Aug.  5,  1911,  are  required 
to  pay  this  assessment  on  or  before 
Sept.  5,  1911. 


The  following  rates  will  apply  from  January  1,  1909.  All  certificates 
issued  prior  to  January  1,  1909,  will  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  at 
the  same  rates  as  heretofore. 


On  1250  Certificates. 

From  18  to  21  years  of  age  25  cents. 


2U  "  25   " 

"  30   ' 

25  "  30   " 

"  35   ' 

30  "  35   " 

"  40   ' 

35  "  40   " 

"  45   ' 

40  "  45   " 

"  50   ' 

45  "  50   " 

"  55   ' 

50  "  55   " 

"  60   ' 

On  1500  Certificates. 

From  18  to  35  years  of  age  50  cents. 

"      35  "  40      "  "60      *' 

"      40  "  45      "  "    75      " 

"    45  "  50      "  "    $1.00 

On  11,000  Certificates. 

From  18  to  35  years  of  age $1.00 

"     35  "  40     "        "       1.25 

"     40  "  45     "        "       1.50 


Fraternally  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 


MaRANO  SEC.-TREAS. 

Make  all  Money  Orden  and  Drafti  paynkle  to  SAMUEL  J,  PEGG 


Have  You  Won  a  Premium  Yet? 
If  Not,  Wliy? 

We  are  ofTering  you  an  excellent  op- 
portunity. We  want  to  increase  our 
subscription  list  and  will  pay  you  to 
help  us  do  so. 

Premium  No.  1  is  the  choice  of  a 
Pigskin  Card  Case,  or  a  Brotherhood 
Fob,  or  a  copy  of  Back- 
bone, a  ^Bouncer  for  the 
Blues,  for  only  two  sub- 
scribers; or  we  will  send 
a  copy,  postpaid,  on  re- 
ceipt of  50  cents.  Every 
one  who  reads  Backbone 
pronounces  it  one  of  the 
very  best  books  they  have  ever  read. 
A  copy  of  Lovefl's  Practical  Switch 
Work  will  be  given  free  for  three 
subscribers,  or  we  will  give  you  a 
Solid  Gold  Emblem  Button  for  four 
subscribers,  or  a  John  T.  Wilson  Em- 
blem, with  your  name  engraved  on  it, 
for  twelve  subscribers. 

On  this  page  you  will  And  an  advertisement 
of  the  Laugrhlln  Pen.  I  am  using  one  myself 
and  It  is  an  excellent  article  and  haa  given 
me  every  satisfaction,  being  used  constantly 
from  8  to  12  hours  each  day  on  all  kinds 
of  paper.  They  are  well  worth  the  money. 
Try  one.  Or  we  will  give  you  your  choice 
of  pens  advertised  for  four  new  subscribers. 


ROBERTS'  RULES  OF  ORDER 

having  been  re-adopted  by  our  Boston 
Convention  to  govern  the  Parliamentary 
Practices  of  our  Brotherhood,  a  supply 
has  been  obtained  at  headquarters,  which 
will  be  furnished  to  our  members  upon 
the  receipt  of  the  price  of 

75  CENTS  FOR  EACH  COPY. 

(If  registered,  10  cents  extra.) 

Each   Subordinate  Lodge  should  have 
at  least  one  or  two  copies. 

Addles  AU  Ordem  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PEG6,  Secretary-Treasurer 

3900  OLIVE  ST,  8T.  LOUI«,  MO. 
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Pick  Out  Your  Furnishings 
Pay  as  You  Can 

7oo  Are  Wdcome  to  Long-Time  Credit     We  Invite  Open  Qiarge  Accounts 


Here  Is  a  new  kind  of  credit.  Not 
tbe  aioiU "installment**  plan,  but  open 
charge  account.  No  interest,  no  se- 
curity, no  red  tape  or  publicity.  No 
extra  price.  We  ffladly  trust  people 
vbo  boy  thittffs  for  their  homes.  We 
have  trusted  ISMJOOOot  them, and  they 
paid.  We  ffive  them  our  lowest  cash 
prices  and  allow,  on  the  Average,  a 
year  to  pay. 

We  send  things  on  thirty  days* 
trial.  You  use  them  a  month  before 
decidinr  to  buy.  Return  them.  If  you 
v/sb.  and  we  will  pay  freight  both 
ways.  If  you  keep  them  you  can  pay 
as  convenient.  I>on*t  you  want  a 
charge  account  with  a  house  like  this? 

Half  Utual  Price» 

We  handle  nothing  but  barsrains— 
Burphis  stocks,  picked  up  when  mak- 
•rs  ore  compelled  to  sell.  We  buy  the 
same  thlnirs  that  dealers  buy.  but  not 
It  dealers'  prices.  By  watchiniT  for 
>arffalns.  then  oellteff  direct  to  the 
aser.  we  often  cut  store  prices  right 
n  two.  We  irnarantee  savings  up  to 
D  per  cent 
Some  of  onr  prices  seem  almost 


ridiculous.  But  what  is  tbe  use  of 
paying  regular  prices  if  you  can  find 
what  yotL  want  in  a  bargain  lot. 
bought  In  a  factory  clean-up. 

New  Bargain  Book 

This  very  dull  summer  brought  us 
bnndreds  of  offers,  at  prices  which 


3,029  Bargains 

Sacrifice  Offers 
From  200  Makers 

Furniture  SUT«rware 
Carpets     Chinaware 
Ruf  s         Graphophones 
Draperies  Washlnif  Machioes 
StoTes       Kitchen  CabineU 
Lamps       Sewing  Machines 
Pianos       Baby  Cabs,  etc 


may  never  be  duplicated.  We  picture 
them  all— over  3.000  of  them—in  a  new 
Bargain  Book  just  issued.  The  pic- 
tures are  big— many  are  in  actual 
colors.  The  pages  are  big  — 11x17 
inches.  And  every  page  of  this  mam- 
moth book  shows  bargains  for  tbs 
home. 

Pill  out  this  coupon  and  send  it  to 
us— now.  before  you  forget  it.  The 
complete  book  then  will  be  mailed 
you  free. 


;  SPIEGEL,  MAT,  STERN  CO. 
i         IffSa  3Slk  SirscI,  Ckioife 
{  Q  If  aH  me  new  Bargain  Book. 
t  Q  Mail  me  Offers  on  Stoves. 

{  A'ajiie.........^..^...M..M 

-  Tbara ^....... 
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Bfo.  3X9SIS— No  woman  would 
without  a  kitchen  cabinet  who 
sis  she  can  afford  one.  We  have 
cured  a  splendid  lot  of  cabinets 
cost  iisares  and  have  priced 
imtoirlveyoa  full  benefit.  This 
'le  is  of  bard  wood,  oak  front, 
ely  finished:  standing  69  inches 
'h,  42  inches  lonsr  and  26  inches 
le.    Closet  has  latticed  fflass 

3i..**iS&.»'^*:  $9.35 

Giih  or  Credit 


No.  A48SX1895  — Our  Rur  values  will 
astonish  you.  High-grade  9xl2-ft.  rug  bar- 
gains bought  at  auction  from  the  largest  rug 
manufacturer  in  the  United  States.  A  saving 
of  30  per  cent  guaranteed  on  each  rug.  All 
patterns  and  colors.  The  catalog  shows  them 
In  their  actual  colors  just  as  they  will  look  on 
your  floor.    Bargain  prices  as  follows: 

Tapestry  Brussels  Rugs SII.Wup 

Velvet  Rugs    13.W  up 

Axmioscer  Rugs 17.5tup 

Cash  Qf  Credit 


No.  RX 1035  — Don't  pay  a  local 
dealer  a  fancy  price  for  a  bed.  be- 
oaoae  oar  recent  contract  wltk  mana- 
factaren  will  tave  yon  fully  one-hnlf. 
Here  la  one  of  many  abown  in  oar 
Bifc  Bargain  Book,  and  low  price  in- 
eludes  fine  cotton  top  m«ttre«  and 
woven  wire  epri  nga.  Head  In  60  inches 


eludes  fine  cotton  top  mattress  sad 
woven  wire  spri  ngs.  Read  In  60  inches 
hiKh:  foot  42  inches.    Post  IH  Inches 


Vo.  97Xt850*A  standard  baH- 
bearlnfi:  automatic  drop-head  machine 
for  far  less  money  than  you  had 
thought  It  possible  to  buy  a  first-class 
machine.  This  make  sells  through 
agents  at  highest  prices,  but  the  fac- 
tory makes  a  few  hundred  for  us  each 
dttll  season  on  a  cost  basis  for  cash. 
Extra  long  arm.  double  lock  stitch, 
automatic  belt  shifter.  Nickel 
plated  attachments  free.    £1 A.^^) 


Ptfee. 


Cash  or  Credit 


in  diameter.  Fillins  H  inch  Sices 
4  ft.  6  in..  4  ft.  or  3  ft  6  in.  Any  solid 
color  or  Vernifl  Martin.  ClA  IfS 
Price ^lUsUO 

Cash  or  Credit 


No.  50X475— You  want  at 
least  one  biff,  comfortable 
rocker  in  the  sitting  room, 
and  this  one.  besides  being 
highly  ornamental,  will  af- 
ford real  solid  comfort.  It 
has  quarter  -  sawed  oak 
frame.  Arms  strongly 
braced  br  three  shapely  spin- 
dles. Carbon  steel  sprlnos: 
npholstered  w*l  t  h  fabrioora 
leather.  39  Inches  hiah.  Back 
28  inches  wide.  Seat  19Vi  Inches 
wide  by  :90  inches  deep,  making 
it   a   ver2L  roomy     tfyS    ^fi 


Caah  or  Credit     nwker.  t»rice 


■•w^m.!    ^%^\.       ^ #ftf«.f 
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THIS    FINE    GOLD-FILLED    WATCH 

Either  open  face  or  closed  ca«e,  warranted 
to  wear  10  years,  fitted  with  a  Standard 
Movement,  guaranteed  to  keep  good  time. 
Sent  to  you  prepaid  for  $4.96.  Try  It,  tost  It 
and  If  not  satisfactory  return  it  and  we  will  re- 
fund your  money.     Write  for  our  Bargain  List. 

O.  R.  THURSTON  SUPPLY  CO. 

21  Benoist  Bldg.  St.   Louis.   Mo. 


A   Brotherhood    Emblem 


The  above  cut  is  of  a  solid  gold  em- 
blem designed  and  used  entirely  by  oar 
late  lamented  President  John  T.  Wilson. 
The  bar  and  pendant  are  of  solid  gold, 
the  pendant  faced  with  beautiful  white, 
hard  enamel;  on  the  bar  the  name  of 
owner  is  engraved,  making  the  emblem  a 
very  neat  and  attn|ptive  one.  We  liaYe 
purchased  a  quantity  of  them  and  can 
now  supply  them  delivered  at  any  post- 
office  in  Canada  or  the  United  States  by 
registered  mail  for  |3.25  each,  the  Cana- 
dian purchaser  to  pay  custom  charges, 
which  is  not  included.  Address  all  or- 
ders to  SAMUEL  J.  PEGG, 
Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Liouis.  Mo. 


and 
the 


"Rule  99" 

"Age  Umit" 

DO    YOU    THINK 

there  will  ever  be  a  better  or  more  op- 
portune   time    to    Invest 
YOUR  EARNINGS  THAN  RIGHT  NOW? 

NEVER!  So  do  It!  Invest  in  or 
through  THE  RAILWAY  REALTY  & 
INVESTMENT  COMPANY,  incorporated 
under  the  LAWS  of  the  State  of  CALI- 
FORNIA BY  and  FOR  the  2.347.000 
STEAM  AND  TROLLEY  RAILWAY 
MEIN  of  the  United  States.  Canada  and 
Mexico. 

Can  you  save  $1,  $3  or  $5  a  month? 
YES!      THEN    "PUT   IT   AT   WORK!" 

INVEST    IT   NOW   WITH    US 
and  It  will  prove  a  friend  that  will  never 
go   back  on  you.    IT   WILL  NEVER  BE 
BURNED,  LOST  OR  STOLEN.     INVES- 
TIGATE   NOW. 

We  can  satisfy  you  that  we  can  make 
your  dollar  EARN  YOU  ANOTHER  ONE 
— that's  100%  profit.  And  you  can  be 
worklngr  meantime  assured  of  a  profit. 
Be  one  of  the  MANY  in  a  aailroad  man's 
Investment  company  BY  ahd  FOR  HIM 
AND  HIS  INTEREST. 

We  can  sell  you  a  Lot.  Bungalow, 
Home,  A  Business  Block,  A  Ranch.  5 
to  50,000  acres  of  land.  WB  MAKE 
YOUR  MONEY  THE  MOST  MONEY. 
Write   us    today. 

RAILWAY     REALTY    &    INVESTMENT 

CO.,   Suite  280    I.   W.   Hellman   Bldg.* 

Los  Angeles,  Gal. 

The  Best  of  References. 


AND  COUNTERS 

Furnish  Shoe  tasuiaiKs  to  Miners.  <>ivr^ 
men,  Ftfmm  dnd  All  Men  Who 
•  Do  Roujh  Woik 

Shoes  fitted  with  metallic  heels  last  twlee  as  lo^ 
as  unprotected  shoes.  Yoa  can  buT  shoes  rtmdf 
fitted  with  these  heels  —  or  yoor  cobUer  can  qmckly 
fit  them  to  the  shoes  yoo're  now  wearinr.  lighter 
than  leather.  If  your  dealer  isn't  sappliM,  write  as. 
Your  inquiry  brings  a  bodclet. 

UNITED  SHOE  MACmMttT 
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txaimne  inis  ramous  mecnamcai  UDrary  m  lonr  nome  rree 

Casaeirft  Cyclopaedia  of  Mechanics  is  an  authofilative  work,  well  printed  and  handsomely  bound  in  five  volumes. 
Written  by  a  staff  of  skillful  and  talented  mechanical  and  technical  writers,  under  the  direct  editorship  of  Paul  N. 
Hasluck,  the  foremost  living  writer  on  mechanical  subjects — every  paragraph  the  paid  contribution  of  an  expert. 
The  work  is  practical  from  cover  to  cover,  constituting  a  thoroughly  trustworthy  reference  libraiv  and  key  to  up- 
to-date  workshop  practice,  full  of  plainly  worded  and  well  illustrated  articles  of  interest  to  all  who  want  a 
receipt,  employ  a  mechanical  process,  or  stand  in  need  of  an  item  of  information  concerning  mechanical 
and  practical  matters.  This  great  work  fulfills  a  long  fek  want  among  practical  mechanics  as  well  as  y 
amateiirt  and  beginners.  Students  who  have  previously  found  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  learned  from  / //  ^^' 
the  compilatioos  of  untried  and  possibly  impracticable  suggestions  and  receipts  will  find  CasselKs  /.^r  Advocst 
Cyclopaedia  of  Mechanics  thoroughly  dependable  and  practicable.  The  work  contains  over  /£^/  CASSEU 
6,S0O  iDustrations  and  30.000  separately  indexed  articles;  over  2.500,000  words.  The  five  vol.  /f/  « COMPANY 
umes  number  1760  pages  in  all.  each  volume  measuring  ll^-xX^Yi  inches,  strongly  bound  ^y^<3-4S  E.J9*  St 
in  stout  extra  durable  cloth  binding  with  lettering  in  gold.  The  type  is  large,  clear  and  easy  /'P/ 
'a  read.  So  vast  in  factis  the  scope  of  the  work  that  only  a  leisurely  examination  can  do  it    /^  Gentlemen:— 

fttice.    That  is  why  we  make  you  this  out-and-out  offer  to  place  it  free  in  your  home—    /^/  Kindly  •end  me. 

\.  know  you  will  find  it  the  best  and  most  valuable  mechanical  library  for  you.    >VX  fc^"!JSn£I5S^'  i^ 

,£xaiiime  This  Great  Set  ^%Xl^^ork''fof ^  k^o J^^         ^  L'tf  mJ^SI' 

of  Btooks  at  Our  Expense  wiii>"^S^  wkh  iL*  bil^^  SS*  eULmi^fc 

-paper  nod  printing  and  the  wondeiful  fund  of  infonnation  it  contains.     We  vranl  you  to  EX-  >  and  if  I  do  not 

AM1N£  it  thorooghly,  for  we  know  you  will  be  9u>ckly  impteand  with  its  gieal  pvactical    /  «iee  lo  notify  you 

value.    V^e  want  Ton  to  ENJOY  the  finest  mechanical  library  ever  otfeied  to  ditcriminat-    /^  to  your  order.  II 

ii«  mufcaannal  or  amateur  mechanics.    The  |>rice  of  this  complete  work  in  five  volumes  y^^  ^y  you  $2 Mrithin 

as  above  desribed  is  $  1 6.  Jurt  mail  ui  the  coupon  opponte  (aemi  no  money)  and  you    /^/  Ismc  of.  $  1 6  in 

win  leoerw  iIk  set.  carriace  paid.     Examine  it  five  days.    If.  at  the  end  of  that  time.    /  '/  \  $2        "        '   ' 
lyou  do  BOl  want  it.  notify  us  and  hoU  lubiect  to  our  order.    If  you  keep  it.  pay  us    X .'/    in 

|$2.00  widas  five  days  and  the  bdance  $2  a  month  until  pakl.  /./    NAME 

Cassell  &  Company       y^j^^^: 

1848)    43-45  E.lSthSt^  New  York  /,/  ^^^^^^^^^';^--'— 
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25  Vok.  Beat  Reading  for  Hoar*  at  Home 


25Voli 


One  of  the  most  interesting  of  our  present-day 
writers  has  said  that  the  symbol  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century  is  a  steam  engine  running  upon  a  rail- 
way. Study  carefully  the  little  picture  above, 
and  think  of  the  marvelous  changes  that  only  a 
few  years  have  brought  The  whole  story  of 
Rapid  Transit,  from  the  days  of  the  mail-coach 
down  to  the  latest  experiments  with  electric 
power,  is  told  in  the  most  fascinating  manner, 

Um  your  hours  of  loiraro  to  atore  your  mind  with  tho 
•rraased  by  omiaont  tciontists  and  •eholan.  These  m^ 
tellins  yoa  in  a  pleanns  converMtional  menner  what  they 


with  a  wealth  of  quaint  and  curious  illostratJoas, 
in  that  splendid  work  "The  Ubraryof  VaMU 
KnowUdgm, "  which  is  truly  a  royal  road  thfcogh 
the  fairyland  of  modern  science.  The  Steiy  d 
Rapid  Transit"  is  only  one  of  25  volomct,  e^h 
7^  X  5}4  inches,  and  each  containing  M>  or 
more  pages,  with  not  a  line  of  dry  reading  in  the 
whole  LIBRARY.  You  can  appreciate  thenJoe 
of  these  books  at  a  glance. 

Informatien  that  is  here  pat  before  yoa  -  fined.  Mrtc^ 
make  yoa  feel  as  if  they  were  year  inHiaafct  Wwa> 
about  their  subjects. 


OUR  OFFER  TO  RMILROAO  MEMs 


To  show  how  willingr  we  are  tc  trust  railroad  men— and  how  p«rfcctly 
confident  that  they  will  find  these  books  of  such  interest,  that,  once  they  see 
them,  they  will  never  part  with  them —wc  otfer  to  send  any  subscriber  to  this 
periodical  a  complete  set  (25  vols.)  of  "The  Library  of  Valuable  Knowledse. 
all  charges  paid,  for  a  five-day  examination.  Look  over  the  ,books  carefully, 
the  volume  on  Rapid  Transit  and  the  others.  Satisfy  yourselves  that  notnmg 
just  like  this  has  ever  been  done  before.  Then  when  you  havedecided  to 
accept  the  volumes,  send  us  $1.00 down  and  retain  the  books.  The  balance 
of  the  purchase  price  may  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  12.00  per  month.  We  are 
very  glad  to  be  able  lo  otfer  to  railroad  men  these  terms  ot  easy  payment, 
which  we  are  sure  will  prove  a  bi(r  inducement  in  connection  ^ith  the  pur^ 
chase  of  the  LIBR.XRY.  Our  Special  Introductory  Price  is  only  $23.50.  and 
this,  combined  with  our  svstem  of  partial  payments,  will  place  these  books 
easily  within  your  reach.  We  cannot  guarantee  to  maintain  this  low  pnce. 
and  urge  you  to  s«nd  in  the  coupon  with  your  requ.-st  at  once.  11  tiie  books 
do  not  satisfy  you,  they  may  be  returned  at  our  expense. 

Lui  U9  Hemr  From  You  f[OWF 

Read  fill  out  and  forward  the  coupon  today,  but  send  no  monev  with  It 
We  ask  for  no  deposit  and  you  need  not  forward  your  dollar  until  you  nave 
seenthebooks,  thoroughly  examined  them,  and  satisfied  yourself  that  they 
frc  exactly  as  uo  represent  in  every  respect.  This  coupon  will  bring  you  the 
full  set  of  25  volumes  in  rich,  half  leather  binding,  with  black  leather  backs 
and  linen  buckram  sides.  This  special  offer  to  railrpad  men  and  tbe.r  friends 
Tnav  be  withdrawn  at  any  time,  as  thes«-  seis  are  rapidly  being  taken.  Do  not 
delay  or  postpone.    Let  us  bear  from  you  now. 

In  order  to  encourage  prompt  response,  we 
offer  to  each  one  of  the  first  ten  who  order 
•'The  Library  of  ValaabU  Knowledge," 
a  set  of  Joel  Cook's  "Pen  Pictures  of  America," 
in  six  buckram  volumes,  with  a  total  of  nearly 
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PROFITABLE       9S 
FACT^TORIES     S 

With  M  Mi^mHImi  hj  Wlinui  T.  IotKU^' 

Mth*rk  Ml  tinuit  All««.Jo^klilM«feNl***irt 

Coaa,  UwaHl  CtaM,  4,  lark  BM  ' 

Chuih«n,  9iv.t  etc. 
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FREE! 
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10  OrdetB! 


1800  pages,  and  describing  almost  every  place  of  scenic 


Write  now  and 


torical  importance  in  the  United  States, 
one  of  these  splendid  premiums. 

The  University  Society 
44-60  E.  23d  Street  New  York  City 
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12.  TW  8l«nr  of  a  Grak  of  WUI 
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Education  Is  the  Foundation  of  Succeaa 


"THE    RIDPATH    L.IBRA.RY 

of  UNIVERSAL.  LITERATURE*' 

Will  answer  as  a  complete  library  and  enable  its  fortunate  possessor  to  enioj 
all  the  advantages  of  a  college  course. 

JOHN  CLARK  RIDPATH,  A.U.,  LL.D.,  Editor-in-Chief 
With  Revisions  and  Additions  by 

WILLIAM  MONTGOMERY  CLEMENS 
All   the  great  authors  and  thinkers  from  the  dawn  of  literature  to  the 
present  day,  including 

Oratory  Drama  Romance  Essays 

Fiction  Philosophy  Poetry  History 

Science  Biography  Humor  Religion 

Journalism  Satire  Travel  Metaphysics 

Etc.  Etc.      .  Etc.  Etc. 

FORTY  CENTURIES  OF  LITERATURE— 2^55  AU- 
THORS— A  MARVELOUS  INDEX— BEAUTIFUL  IL- 
LUSTRATIONS— TWENTY-FIVE  SUPERBLY  BOUND 
VOLUMES— SPECIAL  PRICES  IF  YOU  ORDER  NOW 

Full   Leather— Edition  de  Luxe $200.00 

Three-Fourths   Leather — Renaissance   Edition _ ^  175.00 

One-Half  Leather — Classic    Edition „ „ _ _  150.00 

Ten  Per  Cent  Discount  for  Cash. 
Read  the  Opinions  of  St.  Louisans. 
MftiTRsliiM  AdTertUfnir  AMOcIation. 
Fifth   Avenue  Library  Society,   New  York.   N.   T. 

Gentlemen:  The  RIdpath  Library  has  fflven  me  most  Intense  satisfaction  and  gr«at 
pleasure.  It  Is  a  very  treasure  house  of  knowledge  conveyed  In  a  most  affr^able  form. 
Predicting  for  It  great  success,   I  am.  Tours  very  truly,  DR.   H.  TUHOL8KBL 

CIrcalt  Ceurt,  JBIsfath  Judicial  District  of  Missouri. 
X^anlel  D.   Vtoher   (Judge),   St.   Louis.   Mo. 
The  Fifth  Avenue  Library  Society,  Nsw  York  City,  N    Y. 

Gentlemen:  I  received  "The  RIdpath  Library  of  Universal  Literature"  soma  Ume  age. 
I  liave  examined  the  volumes  with  considerable  care  and  am  well  pleased  with  them.  I  find 
It  to  be.  In  fact,  what  It  Is  represented  to  be — a  concise  epitome  of  the  lives  of  distinguished 
men  of  ancient  and  modem  times,  with  the  choicest  extracts  and  masterpieces  from  their 
utterances  and  writings.  The  extracts  and  selections  have  been  made  with  great  care  and 
ffood  Judgment  These  volumes  supply  the  readers  with  a  ready  fund  of  information  and 
pleasure  not  easily  obtainable  from  any  other  source.  The  ordinary  reader  will  find  In  them 
(eyetematlcally  arranged  and  classified)  about  all  he  will  care  to  know  of  these  men,  their 
utterances  and  writing.  The  books  are  finely  bound,  and  the  paper,  print  and  cuts  ars 
excellent.     They  are  a  most  valuable  acquisition  to  any  other  library. 

Yours  very  truly,  D.   D.   FISHBTR. 

The  United  Railways  Company,  St.  I^uls,  Mo. 
Ttoe   Fifth  Avenue  Library  Society,   New  York,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen:     The  "RIdpath  Library  of  Universal   Literature"   has  been   sent   me   In   ac- 
cordance with  agreement,  and  has  aroused  my  interest  and  attention.    It  Is  a  wonderful 
store  of  Information,  compact  and  comphete.  and  arranged  so  as  to  be  available  without 
loas  of  time.    Its  value  should  be  inestimable  to  readers  and  writers  and  thinkers  and 
taJlcera     Yours  very  truly,  ROBT.  McCULLOCH.  President. 

8t.  Louis  Senthweetem  RaUway  Company,  Treasury  Department.  ^     Flfih 

George  K.   Warner   (Treasurer).   St.    Louis,   Mo.  /       ATenne 

The  Fifth  Avenue  Library  Society,  New  York  City,  N.  Y.  X        library 

Gentlemen:     I   received   several   wesks   ago    '*The  RIdpath    Library   ^t  X  8ociet7» 

XJntversal  Literature."    Have  examined  the  work  carefully  and  find  pleat-  X   ^^  ^i^Vth  Ave., 

ore  in  testifying  to  the  excellent  attainment  of  Its  objects  in  every  re-  X  New  York,  N.  Y. 

m^^tcX.      My  subscription   to  It  will   always  afford   me   cause  of  self-  /^ 

eongrratulatlon.    It  holds  between  Its  covers  a  vast  amount  of  pleas-   y^  Gentlemen:    Please 

ore  *n4X  mental  profit  for  adult  men  and  women,  and  Is  of  great /^  ship  to  me  one  set  of 

-vA.lue  to  the  student     It  should  be  in  every  home  In  which  chil-  /^  Rldpath's    Library    ef 

^ren  are  being  reared.    Every  friend  of  education  would  approve/^   Unlveraal   literature    In 

ft     for   Its  practical   value  as  a  cyclopedia  for  reference  and/^   full     leather    at    $200:     % 

ti>«    mental  culture  It  yields  to  Its  readers.  X   leather,    $176;    for   which    I 

Very   truly  yours.  X  agree  to  pay  3^ou  US  on  re- 

GBO.   K.   WARNER.  X   celpt  of  ths  books  and  $15  each 

X   month    thereafter  until    the   full 

The    Central  National  Bank,   St.   Leole,   Mo.         X  price  Is  paid.  It  Is  understood  that 
•Pj^e  Fifth  Avenue  Library  Society,  New  York,  N  Y.  X  the  title  remains  In  you  until  books 

Oentlemen:     I  have  received  the  ••RIdpath  LI-  X    *''•  P^***  '**'"  ^^  '^*^- 
l-pctry  of  Universal  Literature."  and  I  congratulate  ^ 
„.<y«elf  on  being  the  possessor  of  the  handsome 
^^A  ▼alnable  library  Involved  In  this  edition.    > 
l«    ta  indeed  a  library  in  Itself.    I  am  glad  to    - 
^'wn   It.     Very  respectfully  yours,                 J 
^  w    T>.  HILLIARD.  Presldeat  X   City State., 
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A  m  e  r  1  c  a'  8  most 
popular  and  widely 
known  Fountain 
I'eu. 

Style  shown  on  left 
mounted  with  Ster- 
ling Silver  Fillsree; 
■tyle  on  right.  Pearl 
mounted  with  two 
handsome  gold 
bands,  SIse  and  Style 
Similar  to  Cot. 

Either  of  these 
patterns  will  make  a 
s  p  1  e  ndld  practical, 
useful  present  for 
Lady  or  Gentleman 
for  any  occasion. 

Tour   choice    of 
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By  insured  mall  6 
cents  extra. 

Srery  pen  rnaran- 
teed  full  14  Kt.  solid 
gold,  and  satisfac- 
tory In  every  partic- 
ular. 
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week;  if  you  do  not 
And  it  as  represent- 
ed, a  better  value 
than  you  can  secure 
for  double  our  price 
in  any  other  make, 
return  it  and  we  will 
refund  your  ra<wvy. 
In  ordering,  state 
whether  line,  me- 
dium or  coarse  point 
la  desired. 

Beware  of  Imita- 
tions, Insist  upon 
getting  the  Genuine 
lAnyhlin,  advertised 
pen.  If  your  dealer 
will  not  supply  you, 
refuse  the  substitute 
and  order  direct 
from  us. 

Give  us  the  name 
of  your  dealer  that 
you  asked  to  show 
you  a  Laughlln  pen, 
and  for  this  courtesy 
we  will  send  you 
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our  new  safety 
pocket  fountain  pen 
holdera     Address 
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fm^r*  EISENDRATH'S    '^'^ 

^^l^m     CELEBRATED       3?S 

"^^'"^   HORSE  HIDE     ^ 

The  secret  tannage  of  ''A8BE8T0L'' 
Eisendrath's  Celebrated  Horsefaide  is 
proof  against  all  the  tests  to  which 
railroad  men  put  a  glove — heat  steam, 
cinders  and  washing.  Cut  to  fit  from  the 
'*tryon."  Sewed  with  triple  cord  thread 
Expertly  finished.  You'll  get  most 
comfort  from  them. 

Be  sure  to  get  the  genuine.    The  tnde 

mark  is  on  the  palm  for  kientification. 

Ask  for  them  hy  name. 
.  If  not  at  your  dealers,  write  u».   Well 

see  you  are  supplied  throiigh  him  or  some 

other  and  send  time  book  free. 

EISENDRATH  GLOVE  CO. 

tA  CHICAGO 
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EDITORIAL. 


The  meeting  of  Editors  of  Labor 
Journals  at  Chicago  on  July  31st 
can  not  but  result  in  much  good. 
The  subject  nf  second-class  postage 
rates  and  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard,  to  the  publica- 
tions of  Labor  Organizations  was 
thoroughly  threshed  out. 

A  great  number  of  pertinent 
questions  were  asked  by  various 
editors.  Among  them  :  **Why  does 
the  United  States,  with  over  ninety 
millions  of  people,  have  a  deficit 
each  year  with  second-class  mail  at 
one  cent  a  pound,  while  Canada, 
with  less  than  ten  millions  of  peo- 
ple, shows  a  surplus  with  second- 
class  mail  at  one-half  cent  per 
pound?" 

**Why  are  not  the  hundreds  of 
tons  of  mail  franked  by  senators, 
legislators  and  others  not  charged 
to  its  proper  classification  instead  of 
being  saddled  on  the  second-class 
earnings?" 

It  was  the  general  consensus  of 
opinion  that  **any  rate  levied  on  one 
publication  and  not  another  is  a  dis- 
crimination and  unfair." 

**Mr.  Hitchcock  says  the  postal 
department  is  going  to  be    run    on 


business  principles."  That  is  all  the 
labor  press  asks ;  run  the  department 
on  business  principles.  Charge  the 
cost  of  each  class  to  itself,  and  Mr. 
Hitchcock  will  find  that  he  has  a 
handsome  surplus  to  the  credit  of 
second-class  mail  each  year. 

.**The  Army  and  Navy  are  Govern- 
ment institutions  and  they  are  each 
operated  at  the  expense  of  the  peo- 
ple as  a  whole.  Why  not  operate 
the  franking  privileges  the  same 
way?" 

The  Agricultural  Department 
sends  out  many  tons  of  packages  of 
seed  of  various  kinds  and  you  are 
given  a  course  of  instruction  for  cul- 
tivation. No  one  objects  to  this,  be- 
cause it  is  a  necessity  to  educate  the 
masses,  teaching  tbcm  how  to  pro- 
duce the  best  results. 

The  labor  press,  to  the  members 
of  its  representative  organizations, 
is  just  as  much  a  necessity;  an  edu- 
cator for  its  members  and  readers. 
Without  the  labor  press  the  labor 
man  of  this  continent  would  be  the 
slave  of  circumstance.  Poverty  and 
ignorance  would  be  his  portion. 

The  capitalistic  press  is  the  most 
heinous  that  the  people  of  America 
have  to  contend  with,  and  is  only 
kept      within      reasonable     bounds 
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through  the  agencies  of  the  labor 
press. 

The  labor  press  is  endeavoring  to 
educate  its  readers  along  proper  con- 
servative lines,  educating  them  to  a 
knowledge  of  their  power  when  con- 
centrated into  an  organization.  Ev- 
ery workingman  nearly  has  a  vote 
that  is  not  for  sale.  Some  day  they 
will  go  up  and  cast  that  vote,  all  in 
one  direction,  and  the  result  will  be 
that  labor  will  control  the  situation 
and  then  receive  a  square  deal.  They 
have  come  together  in  other  coun- 
tries— Australia  and  New  Zealand, 
for  instance — and  we  can  see  the 
good  results  that  followed. 
O- 

The  South  is  making  giant  strides 
to  the  front  this  year.  We  have  se- 
cured contracts  in  1911  on  the  Ga. 
Ry.  C.  of  Ga.,  C.  C.  &  O.,  Virgin- 
ian, S.  A.  L.,  Southern,  while  nego- 
tiations are  under  way  on  several 
other  roads. 

This  is  very  gratifying  to  our 
Grand  Lodge  officers  and  to  the 
members  employed  on  these  roads. 

We  note  that  on  one  or  two  roads 
in  the  South  the  minor  officials  who 
have  noted  the  progress  being  made 
toward  organizing  their  road  have 
succeeded  to  a  certain  extent  in  in- 
timidating their  foremen  in  an  en- 
deavor to  make  them  withdraw  out 
of  the  organization  under  pain  of 
dismissal.  This  threat,  to  men  with 
a  family,  who  had  worked  for  many 
years  with  the  same  company,  and 
who  had  been  unable  to  save  enough 
to  carry  them  over  a  period  with  no 
work,  was  effective  for  the  time  be- 
ing, and  for  still  a  time  they  must 
be  content  to  eat  of  the  crumbs  that 
fall  from  the  table  of  the  officials 
whose  salary  is  in  keeping  with  that 
paid  to  similar  officials  on  other 
roads  and  whose  employes  in  the 
M.  of  W.  Department  are  working 
for  one-third  less  wages  than  the 
same  employes  on  other  roads.  Per- 
haps one  reason  for  this  opposition 
is  the  fact  that  a  number  of  the  of- 


ficials arc  shareholders  on  the  road? 
upon  which  they  are  employed  and 
the  less  money  it  takes  to  pay  their 
employes  the  more  goes  into  their 
own  pockets  from  the  earnings  of 
the  road,  but  because  these  men 
have  been  forced  to  withdraw  tem- 
porarily from  the  organization  is  not 
a  sure  sign  that  they  will  not  yet 
organize  and  demand  a  fair  day's 
pay  for  a  hard  day's  work,  and  get 
it,  too. 

These  men,  during  the  time  they 
have  been  members,  have  had  their 
eyes  open  to  their  present  condition 
and  the  prospect  the  future  holds  for 
them.  The  officials  have  endeav- 
ored to  persuade  them  that  the 
things  told  them  by  the  organizers 
were  all  lies,  but  a  two-cent  stamp 
brought  proof  from  their  co-wofk- 
ers  on  other  roads  that  the  organ- 
izer had  told  the  truth  and  also  had 
their  best  interests  at  heart  when 
he  induced  them  to  organize. 

Be  of  good  cheer,  brothers!  You 
have  not  been  deserted.  Although 
for  the  time  being  you  have  laid 
down  the  work,  every  railway  of- 
ficial in  the  country  knows  that  a 
competent  track  foreman  is  one  of 
the  scarcest  articles  in  the  labor 
market.  Officials  may  bluster  and 
threaten  to  discharge  their  faithful 
foremen,  and  may  do  so  in  one  or 
two  instances  to  make  their  bluff 
goo*d,  but  if  they  discharge  all  tbcir 
union  foremen  they  could  not  fiH 
their  places  in  a  year,  only  with  in- 
experienced and  incompetent  men 
whose  work  will  cost  the  company 
more  through  their  incompetency 
and  waste  than  the  increase  in 
wages  asked  for  competent  men. 
•-(>-• 

The  section  laborers  on  the  Louis- 
ville and  St.  Louis  lines  of  thcJ 
Southern  Railway  have  been  grant- 
ed an  increase  of  5  cents  per  day  in 
addition  to  the  increases  granted  un- 
der the  schedule  obtained  at  Wash- 
ington in  Tune.  Ask  any  of  these 
men  if  it  pays  to  organize. 
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SECRETARY  LOWE'S  LETTER. 


August  3,  1911. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Affiliated  Organi- 
xations  of  the  Railway  Employes'  De- 
partment. 

Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers: 

I  am  going  to  thank  you  in  advance 
for  space  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  your 
members  of  the  Railroad  Employes'  ?3e- 
partment  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  a  summary 
of  business  done  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Department  in  Chicago  on  July  24th. 

The  meeting  was  presided  over  by 
Chairman  Perham,  President  of  the  O. 
R,  T.,  and  for  the  first  time  the  Brother- 
hood of  Railway  Carmen  was  represent- 
ed by  their  President,  Brother  M.  F. 
Ryan.  Brother  Richardson.  President  of 
the  International  Association  of  Car 
Workers*  having  resigned  the  position 
wiiich  he  formerly  held,  of  Secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Department,  I  was 
unanimously  elected  to  the  position. 

The  object  of  writing  this  letter  is  to 
enlist  the  sympathy  and  assistance  of 
your  valuable  journal  in  helping  on  the 
work  of  the  Department.  I  know  what 
valuable  adjunct  to  each  of  our  organi- 
sations a  live  journal  is  and  how  much 
our  journals  have  done  in  assisting  the 
officers  charged  with  the  administration 
ol  the  affairs  of  the  different  organi- 
zations in  making  the  work  of  the  or- 
ganization and  its  officers  a  success, 
and  I  know  that  the  journal  can  very 
greatly  assist  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  Department  In  making  success  of 
their  work.  The  organizations  affiliat- 
ed in  the  department  are: 

International  Brotherhood  of  Blaclq- 
smiths. 

Brotherhood  of  Railway  Clerks. 

International  Brotherhood  of  Boiler 
Makers  and  Iron  Ship  Builders  of  Am- 
erica. 

Switchmen's  Union  of  North  America. 

International    Association    of    Machin- 

iats. 

Brotherhood  of  Railway  Freight  Hand- 
lers. 


International  Association  of  Car 
Workers. 

Brotherhood  of  Railway  Carmen  of 
America. 

International  Association  of  Steam, 
Hot  Water  and  Pipe  Fitters  and  Helpers. 

International  Brotherhood  of  Mainte- 
nance of  Way  Employees. 

Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers. 

The  immediate  business  ahead  of  the 
department,  I  suppose,  is  the  formation 
of  System  Division  Federation  on  roads 
where  they  have  not  been  formed.  The 
fact  that  hitherto  the  Brotherhood  of 
Railroad  Carmen  was  not  eligible  for 
these  system  federations  may  have  pre- 
vented their  formation  on  some  roads, 
but  now  that  that  difficulty  has  been  got 
over  and  that  both  the  International  As- 
sociation of  Car  Workers  and  Brother- 
hood of  Railroad  Carmen  are  in  the  de« 
partment,  federations  should  be  formed 
anywhere  and  everywhere  that  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Brotherhood  of  Railroad 
Carmen  from  the  department  prevented 
the  formation  of  System  Division  Fed- 
erations hitherto.  By  ruling  of  Chair- 
man Ferham,  in  case  where  a  few  mem- 
bers of  another  trade  wish  to.  become 
jiart  of  the  System  Division  Federation, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  C.  P.  R.  and  G.  T. 
H.  shops  in  Montreal,  Canada,  these 
trades  with  but  few  members  can  be- 
come part  of  the  System  Federation 
through  a  representative  of  the  ma- 
chinists. 

I  would  ask  that  you  send  me  the 
names  and  postoffice  addresses  of  the 
Chairmen  and  Secretaries  of  any  Sys- 
tem Division  Federation  that  has  been 
formed,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  corre- 
spond and  give  any  inforihation  that  1 
can  to  members  of  any  organizations 
wishirig  to  form  a  System  Federation  on 
any  road. 

Thanking  you  in  advance  for  space  in 
your  valuable  journal,  and  thanking  your 
members  in  advance  for  hearty  co-ope- 
ration, I  am, 

Yours  fraternally, 

A.  B.  Lowe, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 
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REASONS  WHY  SYSTEM  FEDERA- 
TIONS  AND  LOCAL  BRANCHES 
SHOULD  B£  90RMED  ON  EV- 
ERY RAILROAD  IW  THE  UNIT- 
ED  STATES  AND  CANADA. 

1.  System  Federations  and  Local 
Branches  bring  about  perfect  organiza- 
tion, and  perfect  organization  means 
many  men  aoting  as  one  man. 

2.  The  employing  raiirMids  are  mostly 
federated  as  one  railroad  in  whmt  is  called 
the  American  Railway  Association.  They 
are  thus  setting  a  very  intelligent  exam- 
ple which  the  employes  should  heed. 

3.  The  Railroad  Employes  Department 
of  the  American  Federatimi  of  I^abor  will 
serve  as  a  check  and  balance  *e  <>«x>sing 
forces  and  prevent  unfair  wmae.  The  De- 
partment can  only  be  made  ell«ctiv«  by 
the  formation  of  System  Federations  and 
Local  Branches. 

4.  The  interests  of  each  class  of  rail- 
road employes  are  closely  allied;  there- 
fore, the  various  classes  of  employes 
should  get  together  to  discuss  ways  and 
means  for  protecting  their  interests  and 
improving  their  opportunities.  There  is 
no  one  likely  to  help  the  wage  earners 
outside  of  their  own  class,  and  the  wage 
earner  must  take  the  initiative  if  im- 
proved and  constantly  improving  condi- 
tions are  desired.  This  can  be  done  by 
conferring  together  and  heeding  wise  and 
sympathetic  counsel. 

5.  System  Federations  furnish  an  easy 
and  economical  method  of  organizing,  be- 
cause one  organizer  employed  upon  a  rail- 
road system  can  do  business  for  many  dif- 
ferent classes,  instead  of  confining  his 
attention  to  one  class  and  ignoring  all 
other  classes  as  has  been  the  custom. 
There  is  no  good  reason  why  an  organ- 
izer should  not  initiate,  collect  dues  or 
make  transfers  for  the  trackmen,  teleg- 
raphers, blacksmiths,  boiler  makers,  car 
workers,  freight  handlers,  pipe  fitters  and 
many  other  classes  all  employed  on  the 
same  road.  Each  organization  stands  its 
share  of  the  expense  in  the  same  propor- 
tion as  it  shares  in  the  profits  of  the 
yrork.  System  Federation  thus  solves  the 
problem  of  constant  reorganization  and 
keeps  all  organizations  i!p  to  their  high- 
est pitch  of  effectiveness. 

6.  When  serious  trouble  thrf*afens  on 
account  of  unadjusted  grievances  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Department  may  be  called  in 
for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  effect  an 
amicable  settlement,  thus  adding  to  the 
strength  in  council  for  each  and  every 
one  of  the  organizations  affiliated. 

7.  Each  organization  cariies  on  its 
work  under  its  own  laws  the  sam«  as  it 


has  always  done,  and  no  interference  be- 
tween organizations  is  possible  under  tbe 
present  rules.  System  Federation  in- 
creases the  strength  of  the  single  orgnni- 
zation.  but  in  no  way  retards  its  woric 
Other  organizations  cannot  take  part  ii 
any  organization's  work  until  all  are 
requested  to  do  so.  and  then  only  in  a 
way  that  will  be  acceptable. 

8.^  System  Federations  and  Local 
Branches  are  useful  in  the  matter  ot 
framing  proposed  laws,  in  that  they  fur- 
nish a  practical  method  of  expressing  oor 
views  on  any  subject.  When  questions 
of  this  character  affecting  the  railroad 
trades  come  before  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  they  are  referred  to  the 
Railroad  Employes  Department  for  infor- 
mation and  answer.  It  is  the  present  in- 
tention to  refer  all  questions  on  broad, 
general  and  difficult  subjects  to  the  offi- 
cers of  System  Federations  for  the  bene- 
fit of  their  experience  and  counsel. 

9.  The  Railroad  Employes  Department 
h'as  been  taking  part  in  framing  and  pro- 
moting beneficial  Congressional  legisla- 
tlon,  and  when  System  Federations  with 
their  Local  Branches  are  more  generally 
and  closely  formed,  it  will  enable  us  to 
take  a  more  prominent  part  in  the  en- 
actment of  State  legislation.  Too  much 
importance  cannot  be  attached  to  this  fea- 
ture cf  System  Federatioa  and  Local 
B.anch  work. 

10.  Railroad  employes  have  hitherto 
not  taken  sufficient  interest  in  the  elec- 
tions, and  this  especially  applies  to  can* 
(M  dates  for  the  State  Legislature  and  for 
Corgress./  Many  laws  are  on  the  statute 
books  now  that  should  never  have  been 
( nacted,  and  they  must  be  repealed  and 
better  laws  framed  to  supersede  them. 
The  railroad  employes  themselves  must 
take  the  initiative  in  this  work,  and  it 
can  only  be  done  through  perfect  organi- 
zation. System  Federations  with  their 
local  Branches  furnish  the  needed  ma- 
chinery. 

11.  LfOcal  Branches  under  the  ausplcei 
of  a  System  Federation  may  be  organixed 
at  railroad  division  points  or  at  any  othr 
er  convenient  and  desirable  place  along 
any  railroad  line  where  the  employes  and 
their  families  can  assemble  together  for 
educational  and  social  purposes,  local 
Branch  meetings  will  be  enlivened  by  mu- 
ii\c..  recitations,  debates  and  in  many  other 
V  ays  that  will  be  found  congenial  to  tht 
members  and  their  families  Where  d* 
f  i  red  they  will  take  part  in  framing  lawi 
for  the  public  welfare  and  perhaps  look 
nfter  the  selection  of  candidates  for  pub- 
lic office.  In  many  ways  they  will  be  •■ 
active  force  in  advancing  the  social,  moral 
and  intellectual  life  as  well  as  conservlftf 
our  economic  welfare. 
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12.  Upon  railroads  with  small  mileage 
and  few  employes  System  Federation  will 
strengthen  the  employes'  hands  as  noth- 
ing else  possible  could.  On  such  roads 
the  employes  are  usually  in  close  and 
friendly  touch  with  each  other,  and,  con- 
sequently, federation  there  should  be  easy 
of  accomplishment  and  highly  valuable 
when  completed.  This  reasoning  also 
applies  to  Terminal  Association  employes, 
where  as  a  rule  the  organizations  are 
npt  in  as  effective  condition  as  they  are 
on  the  larger  railroad  systems. 

Herein  are  twelve  good  reasons  why 
System  Federation  and  Local  Branches 
should  be  formed  on  every  railroad  in 
the  United  Stales  and  Canada  and  there 
are  others. 

Two  or  more  organizations  of  railroad 
employes  affiliated  with  the  American 
Federation,  on  any  railroad  or  system  of 
railroads  in  the  United  States  and  Cana- 
da, may  apply  for  a  charter  for  a  System 
Federation  to  cover  such  railroad  or  sys- 
tem at  any  time. 

After  the  charter  is  granted,  as  well  as 
before,  they  can  keep  after  other  organiza- 
tions to  join  them  until  they  get  them  all. 
^'In  unity    there   is  strength." 

The  application  for  charter  for  a  Sys- 
tem Federation  should  Ye  sent  to  A.  B. 
Lowe.  Secretary  Treasurer,  No.  3900 
Olive  rtree't.  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  accompanied 
by  an  admission  fee  of  Ten  Dollars. 

The  yearly  dues  for  each  System  Fed- 
ei-atlon  payable  to  the  Ruilroad  Em- 
ployees Department  are  Five  Dollars. 

Wherever  a  System  Federation  has 
"been  established  on  any  line  of  railroad 
it  Is  essential  that  Local  Branches  be 
Instituted.  Any  member  of  any  affiliated 
organisation  can  start  a  Ix)cal  Branch 
by  getting  two  or  more  organizations  to 
take  part  in  it. 

Application  for  charter  for  a  Local 
Branch  should  be  sent  to  A.  B.  Lowe, 
Secretary-Treasurer,  No.  3900  Olive 
•treet.  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  accompanied  by  a 
charter  fee  of  Two  Dollars. 

The  annual  dues  for  a  Local  Branch 
have  not  yet  been  decided  upon  and 
none  will  be  charged  for  the  year  1911. 
This  matter  will  be  finally  acted  upon  at 
the  next  Convention  of  the  Department. 

These   fees   and   dues   payable  to  the 


Department  are  nominal  and  have  been 
calculated  upon  a  basis  merely  sufficient 
to  pay  printing  bills  and  general  office 
expenses. 

You  are  invited  to  take  a  hand  in  the 
work.  Fraternally  yours. 

H.  B.  Ferham,  Chairman. 

A.  B.  Lowe,  Secretary-Treasurer,  3900 
Olive  street,  St,  Louis,  Mo. 

m^y^ 

LABOR  UNIONS 

AND  POLITICS. 


Nearly  every  labor  organization 
has  embodied  in  their  constitution 
or  by-laws  the  declaration  that  they 
are  non-political  and  non-sectarian. 

A  few  years  ago  it  was  not 
thought  necessary  for  an  organiza- 
tion as  a  whole  to  declare  in  favor 
of  any  political  person  or  party,  but 
lately  capitalists  have  sought  from 
the  political  parties  favors  under  the 
law,  to  perpetuate  their  operations, 
and  not  only  capitalism,  but  the  po- 
litical parties  themselves,  in  order 
to  curry  favor  w^ith  capital,  have  en- 
deavored to  hamper  and  suppress 
the  progress  of  union  labor.  It 
therefore  devolves  upon  us  to  take 
political  action  and  for  all  labor  or- 
ganizations to  unite  and  by  their 
vote  at  the  polls  remove  from  oflice 
the  men  who  are  using  their  posi- 
tion to  harass  and  hamper  the  prog- 
ress of  labor  organizations. 

No  labor  organization  should  de- 
generate into  a  political  machine. 
Once  they  do  this  their  itsefulness 
as  a  labor  organization  is  lost;  but 
let  us  unite  for  concerted  action  in 
removing  the  legislator,  senator  or 
public  official  who  refuses  to  give 
the  men  of  labor  a  square  deal. 

The  laboring  men  of  America, 
united,  have  the  power  and  numbers 
to  choose  and  elect  any  person  they 
desire  as  President,  senator  or  legis- 
lator, and  it  is  time  that  labor  as- 
serted itself  and  gave  to  both  politi- 
cal parties  an  example  of  what  labor 
can  and  will  do  if  given  a  fair  show. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


598 


THE  ADVANCB  ADVOCATE. 


C.  P.   R.   ITINERARIES. 


Immediately  after  the  version  of 
the  award  effective  December,  1910, 
had  been  satisfactotily  accom- 
plished, President  Lowe  arranged 
an  itinerary  covering  the  C.  P.  R. 
lines  east  of  Port  Arthur  from  the 
extreme  eastern  limits  of  the  sys- 
tem to  Port  Arthur.  The  Board 
has  been  called  into  Winnipeg  by 
General  Manager  Bury  to  revise  the 
same  award  as  to  western  lines,  and 
Chairman  Dorey  has  called  the 
Board  to  meet  him  on  September 
1st  at  Strathcona  Hotel,  Winnipeg. 
When  the  revision  has  been  accom- 
plished, presuming  that,  as  in  the 
east,  a  satisfactory  settlement  is 
reached,  it  is  the  President's  inten- 
tion to  arrange  an  itinerary  for 
western  lines  which  will  give  every 
lodge  an  opportunity  of  meeting 
these  brothers  and  learning  all  de- 
tails of  the  various  transactions  con- 
nected with  schedule  revision,  in- 
cluding the  hearings  under  the  Le- 
mieux  Act,  which  gave  the  Decem- 
ber (1910)  award. 

The  official  organ  of  every  organi- 
zation should  be  fearless  and  out- 
spoken on  every  subject  that  affects 
the  welfare  of  its  readers.  Toadying 
to  the  interests  is  wrong,  but  it  is 
the  policy  of  the  official  organ  to 
promote  harmony  and  good  feeling 
always  when  it  is  possible  without 
loss  of  self-respect. 

The  editor  of  an  official  organ  is 
often  placed  in  a  peculiar  dilemma. 
Members  on  one  hand  asking  for  in- 
formation which  the  editor  is  ex- 
pected to  give  through  his  publica- 
tion and  which  he  is  often  forced  to 
guess  at  the  details,  and  those  next 
do  not  fail  to  roast  him,  while  if  he 
fails  to  give  the  simplest  details  he 
is  roasted  by  the  members. 

Last  month  in  these  columns  it 
was  stated  that  many  Italians. 
Greeks  and  Polanders  only  worked 
long  enough  to  save  up  a  thousand 
dollars  and  that  they  then  returned 


to  their  native  land  and  retired  from 
active  work.  Comment  has  been 
made  on  this  statement,  and  in  jus- 
tification I  will  say  I  have  worked 
gangs  of  these  men  in  Canada  con- 
tinuously for  twenty  years,  and  this 
was  my  experience.  I  do  not  in- 
clude in  my  statement  all  the  Ital- 
ians, Greeks  and  Polanders,  because 
I  could  not  truthfully  say  that  it 
applied  to  all.  I  know  personally  of 
a  number  of  these  men  who  have 
been  resicent  in  Canada  for  many 
years  and  who  have  always  been 
good  honest  workmen,  and  good 
citizens,  and  who  have  now  adopted 
Canada  as  their  permanent  home; 
but  I  repeat  that  many  of  these  for- 
eigners who  are  employed  on  an  ex- 
tra gang  on  our  Canadian  railways 
will  tell  you  themselves  that  just  as 
quickly  as  they  can  earn  $1,000.00 
they  will  return  to  their  native  land 
and  retire  on  a  vineyard. 

The  purpose  of  an  organization  is 
not  to  tear  down,  but  to  build  up 
stronger  and  better,  so  far  as  they 
are  able,  the  railway  qu  which  thev 
are  employed.  Every  member  of 
the  organization  has  the  best  inter- 
ests of  their  employers  at  heart.  The 
successful  operations  of  a  railway 
will  increase  their  stipend  of  wages, 
.^  o  consequently  it  is  to  their  interest  i 
that  the  road  should  prosper,  and  J 
when  they  are  not  accorded  a  square 
(leal  it  is  also  their  province  to  pro* 
test  and,  if  persisted  in,  to  take  th« 
public  into  their  confidence  and  let 
them  be  the  judge  of  the  justice  ol 
their  demands  or  the  injustice  that 
has  been  accorded  them  by  the  ot' 
ficials. 

Any  member  who  fails  to  do  hil 
duty  by  the  railway  that  empl^^yl 
him  has  no  place  in  oui*  ranks  nol 
will  he  be  defended  after  the  tad 
has  been  proven,  hut  the  man  whi 
has  done  his  whole  duty  and  beel 
unjustly  treated  we  will  defend  art 
support  to  the  last  ditch.  AU  ' 
ask  is  a  square  deal,  and  we  are  w^ 
ing  to  give  the  same  to  the  limit 
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ITINERARY  OF  GRAND 

SECRETARY-TREASURER. 


By  the  time  this  appears  in  print 
the  editor  expects  to  be  speeding  on 
his  way  to  the  Canadian  Northwest 
to  attend  the  annual  convention  of 
the  Trades  and  Labor  Congress  at 
Calgary,  Alta,  where  he  hopes  to 
meet  with  a  large  number  of  dele- 
gates from  various  lodges  in  the 
I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  E. 

The  Trades  and  Labor  Congress 
to  Canada  is  what  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  is  to  the  Unit- 
ed States — the  legislative  mouth- 
piece; and  is  formed  of  delegates 
from  all  the  trades  unions  in  Can- 
ada. 

Each  organization  retains  its  au- 
tonomy, carries  on  its  business  in 
its  own  Wjay.  The  delegates  to  each 
convention  hear  the  reports  of  the 
legislative  committee  and  see  what 
they  have  accomplished  during  the 
past  year;  bring  recommendations, 
each  from  his  respective  organiza- 
tion, of  the  legislation  that  is  de- 
sired for  the  betterment  of  their 
craft  and  the  people  as  a  whole. 
These  recommendations  are  thor- 
oughly discussed,  and  if  there  ap- 
pears to  be  a  real  necessity,  and  it 
does  not  infriny  upon  the  rights  of 
others,  then  the  legislative  commit- 
tee is  instructed  by  the  convention 
to  frame  a  law  and  have  it  intro- 
duced and  passed  upon  favorably,  if 
possible,  by  the  Dominion  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  importance  of  these  annual 
conventions  is  not  understood  and 
appreciated  by  many  as  it  should  be. 
They  are  by  far  the  most  important 
and  far-reaching  in  actual  results  of 
any  of  the  meetings  held  by  labor  as 
a  whole. 

The  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  E.  has  not 
been  represented  as  well  as  it  should 
have  been  at  these  meetings.  I  be- 
lieve from  a  lack  of  knowledge  of 
the  importance  of  the  conventions, 
more  than  a  lack  of  interest.    Men 


in  the  Maintenance  of  Way  Depart- 
ment on  Canadian  railways  are  gen- 
erally wide  awake  in  embracing  that 
which  is  to  their  decided  advantage. 
The  Grand  Secretary-Treasurer 
has  attended  the  last  two  conven- 
tions of  the  Trades  and  Labor  Con- 
gress and  was  very  favorably  im- 
pressed with  the  possibilities  for  the 
future  of  the  labor  movement  in 
Canada  through  the  medium  of  the 
Trades  and  Labor  Congress.  Tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  convention  this 
year,  the  Grand  Secretary-Treasurer 
would  like  to  meet  with  as  many  of 
'our  members  and  others  interested 
as  is  possible,  and  he  has  arranged 
for  meetings  to  be  held  at  the  fol- 
lowing points  on  the  dates  men- 
tioned : 

Regina September    7 

Moosejaw   September    8 

Medicine  Hat...„ September  11 

Calgary   September  17 

Edmonton  „....September  22 

North    Battleford September  25 

Saskatoon   September  25 

Portage  la  Prairie September  27 

Winnipeg    September  28 

•.<>-• 

The  editor  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  a  member  employed  evidently 
on  the  A.  B.  &  A.  Ry.  The  envelope 
was  postmarked  "Manchester,  Ga."^ 
The  brother  signed  his  letter 
"Trackman,"  but  did  not  sign  his 
name.  If  he  will  read  over  the  no- 
tice at  the  head  of  the  correspond- 
ence column,  he  will  see  that  all  let- 
ters must  be  signed,  otherwise  they 
cannot  be  published. 

This  brother  offers  a  comment  on 
a  note  we  had  in  the  August  num- 
ber, regarding  changing  the  dates 
for  paying  dues. 

I  can  readily  understand  the 
brother  lost  his  Advocate  from  the 
manner  in  which  he  attempts  to  an- 
swer. If  he  will  find  it,  or  if  it  is 
lost  altogether,  we  will  be  glad  to 
send  him  a  copy  if  he  will  send  us 
his  name,  and  he  will  see  from  that 
that  the  comment  he  makes  is  en- 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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:e,  but  if  he  will 
,  his  letter  will  ap- 
le  wrote  it.  I  am 
this  letter  because 
by  any  means,  but 
ale  that  has  always 
the  office  with  re- 
dence  that  it  must 
icessarily  for  pub- 
:  the  editor  may 
he  is  dealing  and 
lents  are  made  we 
I    where    they  be- 


id  Presidents  of 

)ur  members  have 
;r  letters  to  Grand 
t  of  not  having  re- 
king  cards  direct 
ed  their  money  to 

institution,  Article 
)age  32  of  the  Con- 
ncing  at  line  9  to 
:  the  Grand  Secre- 
ny  jurisdiction  in 
/er,  but  states  posi- 
e  a  member  remits 
stem  Division  dues 
d  Secretary-Treas- 
t  send  a  receipt  or 
gment  that  local 
lid,  the  Grand  Sec- 
ard  his  card  direct 
istead  of  the  mem- 

o  not  have  any  lo- 
sh  the  secretary  of 
riges  would  advise 
Jtary-Treasurer  so 
lake  a  notation  on 
'ds  and  when  they 
e  card  direct  to  the 
any   reference    to 

lembers  who  com- 
heir  reason  for  re- 
d  Lodge  direct  is 
It  their  local  lodge 
tings  regularly  and 
een   to  lodge  on  a 


stated  date  and  on  several  occasion* 
found  no  officers  there  to  conduct 
the  business  and  that  they  returned 
home  without  being  able  to  pay  their 
dues. 

Cases  of  this  kind  work  out  as 
hardships  to  the  members  of  these 
lodges  and  they  certainly  have  cause 
to  feel  annoyed  when  they  remit 
their  money  to  Grand  Lodge  and 
receive  ia  return  a  receipt  for  their 
money  and  the  information  that  the 
card  has  been  sent  to  the  secretary 
on  account  of  local  dues  not  having 
been  paid. 

I  hope  that  the  officers  of  our  lo- 
cal lodges  will  take  this  matter  in 
hand  and  perfect  some  arrangement 
to  reduce  at  least,  if  not  entirely 
eliminate,  this  source  of  annoyance. 
•^>.. 

During  July,  1911,  there  were  250 
pieces  of  mail  returned  for  better 
address  on  account  of  members 
moving  and  not  notifying  us  of  their 
new  address. 

During  the  same  period  14,256 
pieces  of  mail  were  sent  out;  this, 
of  course,  does  not  include  the 
Advocates  on  our  regular  mailing 
list.  Four  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
copies  were  mailed  to  prof^pective 
members. 

The  total  paid  t^  the  postoffice 
for  the  month :  For  ordinary  mail, 
$v^09.23:  Canadian  postage  on  the 
Advocate,  $84.80;  American  postage 
on  the  Advocate,  $33.37,  pound 
rates.    Total,  $427.40. 

9^ym 

For  some  time  past,  Grand  Presi- 
dent A.  B,  Lowe  has  been  endeav- 
oring to  secure  the  co-operation  of 
the  members  of  the  B.  &  B.  Brother- 
hood by  amalgamation  with  our  or- 
ganization, and  recently  the  follow- 
ing proposition  was  made  to  ita 
members : 

"If  amalgamation  is  accomplishes] 
by  Se])tember  13,  1911,  the  I.  B.  O" 
M.  of  \\.  E.  agrees  to  give  to  cacl 
member  of  the  B.  &  B.  Associatioi 
who  is  in  good  standing  at  that  \\rxk 
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a  membership  card  in  the  I.  B.  of  M. 
of  W.  E.  good  to  January,  1912.  We 
also  agree  to  place  in  good  standing 
all  delinquent  members  of  the  B.  & 
B.  Brotherhood  upon  the  payment 
of  dues  for  the  current  six  months." 
This  proposition  has  been  voted 
on  by  the  members  of  the  B.  &  B. , 
Brotherhood  and  if  the  vote  is  farv- 
orable,  by  the  time  this  appears  in 
print  the  amalgamation  will  have 
been  completed  and  the  B.  &  B. 
Brotherhood  will  be  a  part  of  the  In- 
•  ternational  Brotherhood  of  Mainten- 
ance of  Way  Employes.  - 
•-<>♦ ^. 

WESTERN  UNION. 


We  announced  some  time  ago  that 
we  had  a  branch  service  of  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  System 
in  our  office  and  received  messages 
sent  over  that  system  at  headquar- 
ters. 

Will  those  whose  business  is  so 
urgent  that  they  must  telegraph 
patronize  the  Western  Union?  And 
do  not  forget  that  you  can  send  fifty 
words  by  night  message  for  the 
same  rate  as  ten  words  by  day.  Use 
the  "night  letter"  where  you  must 
wire  and  don't  wire  where  a  two- 
cent  stamp  will  do  the  work. 
•  ♦o*       ■   ' 

ITINERARIES. 


Vice-President  Irwin  and  Gener- 
al Chairman  Dorey  are  having  good 
attendance  and  great  interest  shown 
in  their  meetings  on  their  itinerary 
which  they  are  making  from  St.  John 
in  the  east  to  Port  Arthur.  Just  as 
soon  as  the  conferences  for  western 
lines,  for  which  Chairman  Dorey 
has  summoned  the  J.  P.  Board  for 
western  lines  to  Winnipeg,  has  come 
to  an  agreement  with  the  officials,  a 
similar  itinerary  will  be  arranged 
for  them,  giving  all  hands  west  of 
Port  Arthur  to  the  Coast  an  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  with  and  hearing 
them.  i 


These  meetings  should  be  attend- 
ed by  all  who  can  possibly  be  pres- 
ent. They  are  highly  educational 
and  it  is  due  to  your  elected  repre- 
sentatives that  you  should  learn,  as 
you  can  at  these  meetings  much  bet- 
ter than  in  any  other  way,  the  dif- 
ficulties your  chairman,  J.  P.  Board 
and  grand  officers  have  to  contend 
with  in  securing  improved  condi- 
tions. The  President  hopes  to  be 
able,  should  the  settlement  come 
promptly,  to  make  the  itinerary 
which  Secretary-Treasurer  Pegg  has 
sent  out  and  from  whom  you  will 
hear  of  the  financial  progress  of  the 
organization,  fit  in  with  that,  he  will 
send  out  for  Messrs.  Dorey  and  Ir- 
win from  Edmonton  to  Winnipeg, 
and  thus  save  as  much  as  possible 
your  time  and  transportation  privi- 
lei^es.  The  President  hopes  that  not 
onlv  the  C.  P.  R.  men,  but  the  C.  N., 
G.  T.  P.,  G.  N.  and  all  of  each  road 
who  can  will  attend.  Much  of  the 
history  of  recent  transactions  of  rule 
and  rate  schedule  revisions  should 
be  known  by  all  maintenance  of  way 
employes,  and  to  learn  just  how  his- 
tory of  this  kind  is  made  can  only 
be  learned  by  the  majority  of  you, 
by  such  opportunities  as  these  meet- 
ings afford. 

Remember  that  while  the  Presi- 
dent's monthly  message  can  give  re-^ 
suits,  it  cannot  for  obvious  reasons 
give  the  details.  These  will  be  giv- 
en in  full  at  these  itinerary  gather- 
ings and  don't  forget  these  and  the 
other  members  of  the  J.  P.  B.  have 
been  prime  actors  in  the  making  of 
this  history,  which  so  deeply  touches 
your  homes. 

Visiting  Reports. 

The  President  wishes  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  Visiting  Reports  of 
organizers.  One  came  to  him  today 
with  nothing  entered  in  the  place 
provided  as  to  the  next  post  office 
address.  Don't  send  in  visiting  re- 
ports without  this.  The  total  mile- 
age of  the  week  was  given  in  another 
report,  but  no  names  of  stations  be-^ 
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twecn  which  the  work  had  been  done 
or  the  ride  had  been  taken.  Visit- 
ing reports  lose  much  of  their  value 
when  not  filled  out  fully  and  the  or- 
ganizer's work  is  rated  in  part  by 
his  reports.     Note  this. 

Cognac,  N.  C,  Aug.  15,  1911. 

Mr.  Samuel  J.  Pegg,  G.  S.  &  T., 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  Yours  oi 
the  9th  inst.  received,  containing 
contributions  from  the  following 
men: 

Brother  G.  King,  Grandora,  Sask.-.  .$  1.00 
Robt.  McCuHock  Jr.,  Bx.  1431,  Sask.  1.00 
Robt.  McCuHock  Sr.,  Bx.  1431,  Sask.     1.00 

R.  Bradshaw,  Saskatoon,  Sask 50 

W.  Thompson,  Grandora,  Sask 1.00 

Jas.  McCuHock,  Saskatoon,  Sask...     1.00 

W.  L.  Cook,  Saskatoon,  Sask 50 

E.  Olson,  Bx.  1431,  Saskatoon,  Sask.  .50 
Wm.  Riley,  Box  53,  Saskatoon,  Sask.  1.00 
J.  R.  O'Connell,  Saskatoon.  Sask...  .50 
B.  M.  Anderson,  St.  Stephen,  N.  B> .     1.00 

A.  J.  Pearce,  Manitonas,  Man 1.00 

S.  B.  Williams,  Sutherland,  Va 1.00 

N.  J.  Bass,  Norway,  S.  C. 1.00 

E.  M.  Daniels,  Seffner,  Fla 50 

Lodge  462,  Stony  Lake,  la 2.00 

Total    $14.50 

Will  you  kindly  express  our 
thanks  and  appreciation  to  each  of 
my  brethren  through  our  journal 
and  may  our  Heavenly  Father  al- 
ways smile  upon  our  beloved  breth- 
ren who  has  seen  fit  to  be  so  kind 
as  to  remember  a  brother  and  fam- 
ily when  in  so  much  distress.  Re- 
membering it  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive  and  the  Lord  loveth 
a  cheerful  giver.  I  will  ever  remem- 
ber and  appreciate  their  help. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

(Signed)  T.  O.  RIGGAN. 


REBUTTAL  "BRIEF." 


Those  who  have  attended  the  itin- 
erary Brothers  Irwin  and  Dorcy 
have  been  making  or  who  have  read 
the  report  of  the  Commissioners  in 
the  Labor  Gazette,  will  have  leara- 
ed  that  while  Mr.  McGuigan  p^^ 
sented  a  "brief,"  giving  in  detail  his 
reasons  why  we  should  receive  no 
increase  in  our  rates  of  pay,  there 
was  nothing  in  the  Gazette  from  onr 
representative  as  to  our  "brieT  in 
rebuttal.  While  this  was  not  sub-  • 
mitted  by  Mr.  Lee  so  that  it  could 
in  justice  to  your  representatives 
have  also  been  published,  it  was  at 
any  rate  submitted  by  us  to  the 
Board.  The  various  clauses  of  our 
schedule  were  taken  up  one  by  one, 
but  brothers  will  easily  think  of  the 
arguments  used  to  make  good  our 
claim  as  to  these.  The  three  grottnds 
on  which  we  based  our  claims  for  in- 
creased pay  were:  "The  Company's 
ability  to  pay/'  "Our  increased  re- 
sponsibility," and  "The  great  in- 
crease in  the  cost  of  living." 

Mr.  McGuigan  states  in  his  "brief 
that  President  Lowe  admitted  there 
was  no  increased  responsibility.  Mr. 
Christie  in  the  Canadian  Northern 
investigation  in  1909  solemnly  in- 
formed the  public,  Mr.  Lowe  was  an 
alien  and  foreigner  who  knew  noth- 
ing of  Canadian  conditions.  An  old 
lawyer,  giving  advice  to  his  son.  a 
young  fledging  of  the  law,  said: 
**When  you  have  a  bad  case,  abuse 
the  opposite  attorney."  This  will 
sufficiently  answer  Mr.  McGuigan's 
statement.  The  argument  re-in- 
creased responsibility  was  prepared 
by  President  Lowe  and  was  taken 
from  his  knowledge  of  actual  con- 
ditions gained  while  section  for^ 
man  on  that  portion  of  the  C.  P.  R- 
main  line  mentioned,  formerly  a  part 
of  the  Brockville  &  Ottawa. 

The  concluding  portion  of  the 
brief  follows: 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   ADVAKOB   ADVOCATE. 


603 


Ability  to  Pay. 

The  company  states  that  Mr.  Lee 
withdrew  the  ability-to-pay  point. 
We  think  it  is  only  necessary  for  the 
hoard  to  recall  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Leonard's  words  were,  "We  are  not 
pleading  poverty  or  anything  of  that 
kindiV'  The  uselessness  of  discuss- 
ing the  questions  of  ability  to  pay  is 
apparent.  We  ourselves  think  it 
would  be  an  insult  to  discuss  such  a 
subject  in  connection  with  C.  P.  R. 
finances. 

Increased  Responsibility. 

Regarding  Mr.  Leonard's  refer- 
ences to  President  Lowe's  answer 
to  the  inquiry,  whether,  when  he 
first  got  charge  of  a  section,  he  did 
^  not  feel  all  the  responsibility  possi- 
ble. We  wish  to  say  on  the  presi- 
dent's authority  that  his  answer  was 
dictated  by  his  feeling:  that  he  was 
then  as  a  foreman  is  now — respon- 
sible for  every  life  on  each  train 
which  passed  over  the  section.  To 
the  extent  that  in  this  limited  sense 
the  responsibility  is  the  same,  was 
his  reply  to  the  question.  He  fully 
realized  by  his  practical  experience 
what  wo  unhesitatingly  assert  that 
as  the  number,  speed  and  weight  of 
trains  increase,  so  does  the  respon- 
sibility of  those  to  whom  is  entrust- 
ed the  lives  and  limbs  of  the  travel- 
ing public  and  of  our  comrades  in 
the  engine  and  train  service. 

On  the  section  which  Mr.  Lowe 
had  in  mind  there  was  in  those 
early  days  one  light  mixed  train 
each  way  daily  except  Sunday.  The 
section  was  from  Carleton  Place  to 
Almonte,  one  mixed  train  running 
from  Almonte  in  the  morning  and 
returning  in  the  evening  carried  all 
the  freight  and  passenger  traffic,  and 
with  the  occasional  trip  of  a  work 
train  was  all  to  be  looked  out  for  in 
connection  with  the  work  of  the  sec- 
tion. The  locomotive  hauling  the 
train  would  look  like  a  toy  affair 
placed  alongside  of  the  modern  mon- 
strous locomotive. 


On  the  same  section,  now  a  part 
of  the  C.  P.  R.  main  line  system  from 
Montreal   to   Vancouver,  there  arc 
two  transcontinental  expresses  run- 
ning each  way  daily,  the  **Soo"  ex- 
press one  each  way  daily,  and  tht 
Pembroke  local  daily  each  way  ex- 
cept Sunday.     In  addition  to  these 
there  are  the  special  passenger  trains 
such  as  the  Farmers*  spring  trains 
to  the  West;    heavy    travel    often 
compelling  the  transcontinental  ex- 
press trains  to  run  in  sections,  three 
or  four  often  following  their  regular 
express;  the  harvesters'  excursions, 
•  Ste.  Anne  de  Beaupre,  and  numer- 
ous other  special  trains  for  special 
occasions,  and  in  addition     to     all 
these  the  freights  regular  and  spe- 
cial.    Most  freights  are  run  as  spe- 
cials of  which  the   only   notice   we. 
have  is  a  flag  letting  us  know  they 
will  come,  no  time  given  and  usual- 
ly our  first  notice  of  their  coming 
is  when  they  put  in  an  appearance. 
Our  rules  ask  us  to  be  prepared  for 
their  coming  at  all   times  and   we 
are  held  responsible  for  any  delay 
or  accident  to  them. 

Very  much  of  our  work,  and  the 
most  important  part  of  it,  a  good 
deal  of  it  as  in  removing  or  replac- 
ing rails  requiring,  as  we  say,  to 
**open  the  track,"  is  such  as  would 
wreck  a  train  if  we  are  caught  un- 
prepared for  it.  The  rules  provide 
that  flags  should  be  sent  out  to  pro- 
tect trains  while  the  work  is  being 
done  and  removed  to  let  trains  pass, 
but  with  the  small  force  with  which 
we  have  to  do  the  work,  often  the 
foreman  and  two  or  at  most  three 
men  you  will  easily  see  if  we  kept 
our  men  running  out  and  in  with 
flags  we  would  not  have  any  time 
left  in  which  to  do  the  work.  Even 
the  -express  trains,  though  sched- 
uled, are  often  behind  time,  which 
still  further  increases  our  perplexi- 
ties. 

Now  think  of  the  early  days  and 
their  two  light  mixed  trains,  only 
one  of  which,  the  morning  train,  ran 
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in  working  hours,  and  that  probably- 
one  of  our  modern  well-filled  express 
trains  carries  as  many  passengers  as 
the  other  carried  in  a  month,  and 
you  will  not  need  any  further  evi- 
dence that  the  responsibility  of  the 
M.  of  W.  employes  entrusted  with 
the  repairs  of  our  tracks  and  bridges 
and  the  lives  of  all  who  travel  by 
rail  increases  as  the  number,  weight 
and  speed  of  trains  increase.  Thus 
whatever  the  feeling  of  responsibil- 
ity may  be,  the  fact  of  it  isn*t  open 
to  question. 

Mr.  Leonard  makes  no  reference 
to  that  part  of  Mr.  Lowe's  reply' 
which  was  that  owing  to  the  vast 
increase  in  the  number  of  passen- 
gers carried,  and  the  rate  at  which 
modern  trains  run,  the  consequence 
of  a  wreck  would  be  horrible  to  con- 
template. Also,  that  because  of  the 
increase  in  traffic  and  the  weight  of 
rolling  stock  there  was  needed  in- 
creased skill,  energy  and  fidelity  on 
the  part  of  the  M.  of  W.  employes. 
From  what  we  have  just  shown  of 
the  great  increase  in  all  that  makes 
skill  and  fidelity  on  our  part  neces- 
sary, the  Board,  we  feel  assured,  will 
agree  with  us  as  to  this  point  also, 
and  will  realize  something  of  what 
modern  traffic's  demand  for  safe 
and  speedy  transit  requires  of  us, 
especially  bearing  in  mind  the  un- 
certainty of  the  arrival  of  numerous 
trains  for  whose  safety  we  must  pro- 
vide. 

To  the  credit  of  the  skill,  energy 
and  fidelity  of  the  M.  of  W.  em- 
ployes in  charge  of  the  tracks  and 
bridges  of  the  C.  P.  R.,  an  accident 
due  to  any  want  of  skill  or  care  on 
our  part  is  almost  unknown,  and  we 
have  never  yet  failed  to  respond  to 
each  and  every  call  made  upon  us 
at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night  and 
in  any  state  of  the  weather,  nor  has 
a  M.  of  W.  employe  ever  booked  rest 
when  his  services  were  required. 

As  already  said,  we  are  responsi- 
ble for  each  life  on  each  train,  from 
the  engineer  in  the  cab  to  the  last 


passenger  in  the  last  car,  as  well  as 
for  all  the  valuable  freight  and  roll- 
ing stock  hauling  and  carrying  it. 
In  the  interest  of  the  traveling  pub- 
lic, our  fellow  employes  of  the  en- 
gine and  train  service,  of  the  C.  P. 
R.  company  itself,  as  well  as  in  the 
interest  of  ourselves  and  farailic's,  we 
humbly  suggest  that  the  foregoing 
are  among  the  reasons  which  we  be- 
lieve will  fully  justify  you  in  ^ving 
and  us  in  asking  a  substantial  in- 
crease in  our  rates  of  pay. 

Cost  of  Living. 

Mr.  Leonard  states  that  it  was 
shown  and  agreed  to  by  us  that  the 
increase  in  the  raise  of  pay  and  the 
increase  in  the  cost  of  living  had 
about  balanced,  or,  indeed,  the  in- 
crease in  rates  paid  us  was  rather 
more  than  the  increase  in  the  cost 
of  living.  We  very  decidedly  dis- 
sent from  this  statement  either  as 
to  the  rates  of  pay  hs^ring  kept  pace 
with  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  liv- 
ing or  that  we  agreed  to  such  state- 
ment and  offered  no  conflicting  tes- 
timony. Our  statements  show  a 
very  large  increase  in  the  cost  of 
living  over  a  fair  estimate  of  the 
increase  given  in  the  rates  of  pay. 

A  fair  comparison  of  the  increase 
in  our  rates  must  take  as  a  basis  of 
calculation  the  rates  established  by 
an  Arbitration  Board  of  which  Sir 
John  Boyd  was  chosen  chairman  by 
the  representative  of  the  company, 
and  the  M.  of  W.  employes.  Tht 
arbitration  was  for  the  Eastern  Di- 
vision of  the  C.  P.  R.  and  was  for 
the  purpose  partly  of  establishing  a 
minimum  rate  for  isection  foremen, 
and  section  men  expecting  that  this 
minimum  established,  the  above  rep- 
resentatives could  agree  upon  the 
rates  to  be  paid  to  the  balance  of  the 
M.  of  W.  employes,  and  failing  to 
agree.  Sir  John's  services  had  to  be 
called  in  again.  Mr.  Gutelius  was 
the  company's  representative  and 
can  verify  the  above  statement.  This 
arbitration  was  held  in  the  spring 
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<>(  1902  and  the  award  made  effec- 
tive on  the  first  of  June,  that  year. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  in- 
crease in  the  current  rates  of  pay  in 
other  departments  and  the  increase 
in  the  cost  of  living  in  the  three 
years  immediately  preceding,  Sir 
John  made  his  award  that  taking 
these  two  facts  into  consideration,  a 
fair  estimate  of  the  increase  in  the 
cost  of  living  was  20  per  cent  and 
he  made  his  award  20  per  cent  of  in- 
crease in  the  cases  submitted  to  him. 
Taking  the  rates  submitted  by  the 
company  for  section  foremen  and 
men  as  that  paid  before  negotiations 
began  in  March,  1901,  as  benig  $1.50 
for  foremen  and  $1.10  fpr  men,  the 
award  made  the  foremen's  rate  $1.80 
and  the  men's  $1.32  per  day.  By 
mutual  agreement  of  the  represen- 
tatives concerned  and  to  simplify 
matters  in  the  accounting  depart- 
ment of  the  O  P.  R.,  the  rates  were 
made  $1.85  for  the  foremen  and  $1.30 
for  section  men.  The  increases 
given  meantime  were  taken  into  ac- 
count as  part  of  the  20  per  cent  in- 
crease and  we  claim  now  and  we 
believe,  and  we  think,  justly,  that  the 
figures  awarded  then  and  the  date 
1902  should  be  those  from  which 
both  the  increase  in  rates  and  the  in- 
crease in  the  cost  of  living  should  be 
computed.  In  the  list  submitted,  a 
statement  will  be  found  including 
articles  most  commonly  used,  which 
shows  a  52  per  cent  increase.  Since 
the  award  above  referred  to,  we 
have  not  received  the  increased 
wages  that  the  increased  cost  of  liv- 
ing would  entitle  us  to.  The  in- 
crease in  wages  has  been  less  than  a 
third  of  the  increased  cost  of  living. 

We  beg  to  remind  the  Board  of 
the  statement  made  by  the  represen- 
tative of  the  men  to  the  effect  that 
the  men  on  the  three  roads,  namely, 
the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific,  the  Cana- 
dian Northern  and  the  C.  P.  railway, 
are  asking  for  uniform  rules  and 
rates  on  account  of  a  decision  giv- 
en   by    the    conciliation  board  last 


year,  which  iinposcrl  upon  the  men 
the  task  of  asking  for  uniform  con- 
ditions. 

Apart  from  this,  the  men  do  not, 
and  did  not,  acknowledge  that  the 
C.  P.  R.  are  paying  higher  rates,  or 
that  our  men  are  working  under  bet- 
ter conditions  than  on  so-called  com- 
peting roads.  Practically  the  same 
rules  which  have  been  in  effect  on 
the  C.  P.  R.  since  1907,  have  been  in 
operation  on  the  C.  N.  R.  for  the 
same  period,  C.  N.  R.  men  have  been 
paid  $1.75  per  day,  while  only  the 
men  in  a  few  yards  have  received 
this  rate  on  the  C.  P.  R. 

Summary. 

Since  1907  nearly  every  depart- 
ment of  employes  have  received  an 
increase.  The  telegraphers  have  re- 
ceived two  increases  since  1907,  and 
in  any  case  so  far  as  the  other  roads 
are  concerned,  if  they  wish  to  re- 
main in  a  state  of  undesirable  citi- 
zenship, we  of  the  three  roads  above 
mentioned,  and  the  C.  P.  R.  in  par- 
ticular have  other  ideals  and  do  not 
desire  to  be  placed  in  such  a  class. 

We  note  that  the  company  have 
changed  their  application  of  the 
schedule  with  the  words  added  '*In 
Canada."  We  desire  our  applica- 
tion to  read  "on  lines  operated  by 
the  C.  P.  R.  Co."  The  company  also 
states  rules  and  rates  to  take  effect 
on  January  1,  1911.  The  men  gave 
the  sixty  days'  notice,  as  per  agree- 
ment, on  May  2,  1910,  which  meant 
that  the  schedule,  as  presented, 
should  be  considered  July  2,  1910. 
Therefore,  the  rules  and  rates  given 
by  this  board  should  be  in  effect 
from  July  2,  1910. 

In  conclusion,  we  respectfully 
submit  that  the  company,  having 
eliminated  the  ability-to-pay,  and  the 
increased  responsibility,  and  the  in- 
creased cost  of  living  having  been 
clearly  established,  an  increase  in 
our  rates  is  necessary  to  meet  the 
increased  cost  of  living,  and  we  de 
sire  the  Board's  careful  considcra- 
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lion  of  the  new  schedule  as  present- 
ed by  the  men  of  which  the  Board 
has  copies.  All  of  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted  on  behalf  of  the  men. 

The  Southern  Pacific  Railway  has 
given  notice  to  its  employes  of  a  cut 
in  their  wages  from  September  1st. 
This,  of  course,  will  not  affect  the 
contracts  or  agreements  in  force 
with  their  organized  employes  and 
is  another  very  decided  answer  to 
the  querv:  **Does  it  pav  to  organ- 
ize?" 


-«-o^»- 


The  effect  of  a  federation  of  all 
branches  *of  railroad  employes  is 
seen  in  the  recent  industrial  strug- 
gle in  Great  Britain,  where  it  is  esti- 
mated that  between  four  hundred 
and  five  hundred  thousand  employes 
struck.  The  settlement  was  not 
effected  by  the  interested  railway 
officials,  but  by  the  government  who 
recognized  the  fact  that  the  men  on 
strike  had  perfected  an  organization 
that  surpassed  in  numbers  and  spon- 
taneous united  effort  any  previous 
demonstration.  Notwithstanding 

the  fact  that  the  military  were 
called  out  upon  the  request  of  the 
railways,  they  were  unable  to  keep 
the  wheels  moving  and  starvation 
and  misery  stared  the  poorer  people 
in  the  face.  The  majority  of  these 
were  the  strikers  and  their  families, 
who  unanimously  agreed  to  starve 
sooner  than  submit  to  the  injustice 
meted  out  to  them  by  their  employ- 
ers. The  Government  has  a  double 
object  in  view.  They  know  that  the 
men  who  can  organize  and  control 
the  masses  of  labor,  as  has  been  done 


in  this  instance,  without  a  single  vis- 
ible break,  can  also  control  and 
direct  the  vote  of  these  same  men  at 
an  election.  The  workers  of  the  Uni- 
ted Kingdom  have  proven  their  abil- 
ity and  their  strength.  Is  not  this 
an  object  lesson  to  the  organized 
workers  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada?  Will  they  profit  by  it? 
•  (>• 

.MARRIED  AUG.  9,  1911. 
Joseph  Englander  to  Mable  Grant. 

Miss  Grant  for  a  number  of  years 
filled  an  important  position  in  the 
General  Office  of  the  I.  B.  M.  of  W. 
E.  Many  of  the  delegates  to  the 
New  Orleans  and  Boston  conven- 
tions will  remember  her.  The  office 
force  all  join  in  wishing  the  bride 
and  the  lucky  groom  all  kinds  of 
good  wishes. 

rn^cy* 

BIRTHS. 

Born,  on  June  30,  1911,  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  D.  T.  H.  Sutherland,  a  son. 
Ashcroft,  B.  C,  Canada. 


-•^o-^ 


OBITUARY. 

O.  H.  Smith,  Lodge  130.  Krisc 
\V.  Va.  Received  notice  of  death 
August  14,  1911. 

Samuel  Fogler,  Lodge  195.  Killed 
by  yard  engine  at  Chatham.  Ont. 
Received  notice  of  death  August  12, 
1911. 

James  Powers,  Lodge  120,  Lex- 
ington, Mass.  Died  July  7.  1911- 
Sun  stroke. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

Lodges    Showing    the    Largest    In- 
crease. 

Last  month  twelve  lodges  showed 
a  gain  of  166  members.  This  montli 
thirteen  lodges  show  a  gain  of  171 
new  members.  The  count  in  each 
case  is  from  the  19th  of  one  month 
to  the  19th  of  the  next. 


Name  and  Address. 


No. 


No.        Name. 


Increase. 


277— Mount    McKay 28 

IH—Kanawha  , 18 

218— Charlottetown    17 

15— Fairfield    14 

117— Elk    VaHey 14 

278— Hoosac    Tunnel 14 

484— Ottawa    12 

56— Rome    11 

227— Reliance    10 

169 — Greater    Success 9 

135— Prairie    8 

181— Nelson    8 

244— North   Bay    8 

Organizers   Showing   Largest    Per- 
centage. 

The  old  veteran,  Brother  E.  De 
Decker,  still  leads  with  104  new 
members.  Last  month  eleven  or- 
ganizers initiated  49(S  new  niem])ers. 
This  month  ten  organizers  initiated 
48()-new  members. 


Name. 


Mem. 


T'J.    DeDecker 104 

E.   G.   Gashel 72 

A.  Bell    59 

Sam  Riccio  57 

A.  F.  Stout 40 

1 .   G.    Geernaert :I7 

W.  Wocks   ai) 

T.  C.   Powers 31 

H.  W.   Johnson 26 

Thos.  Gauihier   24 

Individual  effort  is  doin;^^  j^rand 
work  this  month  with  fifty  new 
members,  while  last  month  individ- 
nal  effort  secured  twenty-two  new 
members.     Let  the  work  continue. 


B.  Hodgson,  Nelson,  B.  C 5 

O.  K.  Olson,  Perclval,  Sask 5 

J.  A.  Johnson,  Parry  Sound,  Out 4 

N.  Flumerfelt,  Edington,  Ont :5 

M.  Chychert,  Monarch,  Alta o 

E.  Sigurdson,  Butze,  Alta 3 

C.  W.  Barber,  Glacier,  B.  C 2 

M.  F.  Russell,  Havelock,  N.  C 1 

J.  B.  Garner,  Sherwood,  Tenn 1 

Wm.  Thornton,  PInewood,  Ont 1 

Andy  Anderson,  Balcarres,  Sask 1 

J.  F.  Dickson,  Reyelstoke,  B.  C 1 

W.  C.  Holley,  Newbern,  N.  C 1 

J.  D.  Burk,  Dothan  (via  Mossy),  W.  Va.l 

B.  F.  Anderson,  Lequin  Falls,  Ont 1 

p.  W.  Clark,  Bonita,  Miss I 

Jefferson  Wilson,  Wallula,  Wash 1 

Jas.  Hill,  Novra,  Man 1 

J.  A.  Dietrich,  Marathon,  Fla 1 

.  S.  Tabasnuk,  Zealandia.  Sask 1 

J.  Desmond,  Udney,  Ont 1 

W.  M.  Fowler,  McKinney,  Va 1 

C.  Q.  Howard,  Clear  Lake,  la 1 

S.  E.  Stone,  Manchester,  Tenn 1 

D.  J.  Ogle,  Dunnellon,  Fla 1 

Jas.  Wakeman,  Erskine,  Alta 1 

Alex  Cappos,  Notch  Hill,  B.  C 1 

C.  Wormke.  Golden  Lake,  Ont 1 

H.  S.  Booth,  Revelstoke,  B.  C 1 

T.  J.  Chambers,  Okolona,  Miss 1 

W.  J.  Helrtzler,  Baker.  La 1 

O.  R.  May,  Tomsburg,  W.  Va 1 

New  members  from  July  19,  1911. 
to  August  19,  1911,  inclusive: 

Canada    577 

United  States   6G8 


Total    1,245 

•  o- 

Prize  Winners. 

The  prize-winners  for  the  month 
of  August  arc  as  follows: 

Members — ^J.  E.  Pancoast,  Aden, 
X.  M.,  Page  542. 

Journal  Agents — Richland,  Ga.. 
Pa^-e  546. 

Ladies — Mrs.  Luther  Reed,  Mer- 
rimack, N.  H.,  Page  554. 

Girls — Donnie  Barrett,  Ohatchec, 
Ala.,  Page  557. 

Boys — Howard  Swartz,  Roxboro, 
N.  C,  Page  544. 

Organizers — No  competition. 
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THE  BROTHJERHOOD  THERMOMSTER. 


W«  were  looking  for  a  number  of  change*  In  the  Ther- 
monaeier  page  this  month  and.  therefore,  are  not  altOKether 
surprised  at  the  showing. 

Beaver  Lodge  No.  t91  takes  th«  place  of  honor  this  month 
at  the  top  of  the  lilt.  This  is  comparatively  a  new  lodge 
on  this  page,  but  the  name  indicates  the  men :  they  ar«  all 
working  live  beavers.  Keep  it  up  boys.  Beaver  Lodge  Juinp«d 
from  third  place  in  the  bulb  last  month  to  first   this  month. 

Medicine  Hat  Lodge  No.  125  Jumps  ahead  one  place  thi« 
month  and  the  members  are  keeping  up  their  reputation  a» 
workers. 

Revelstoke  Lodge  No.  208  has  dropped  back  two  points. 
but  is  still  on  the  firing  line  and  will  give  a  good  account  of 
Itself. 

Portage  la  Prairie  Lodge  No.  145  did  not  appear  on  this 
page  last  month,  but  stands  fourth  on  the  roll  thla  month. 
Well   done.    Portage.  ^ 

Ottawa  Lodge  No.  228  jumps  ahead  one  point  this  month 
and  is  still  moving  along  always  forward  and  upward  on  th« 
roll. 

Menominee  Lodge  No.  622  has  dropped  back  four  pointj 
temporarily.     Keep  your  eyes  on  622  and  see  her  grow. 

Hoosac  Tunnsl  Lodge  No.  278  occupies  the  w-me  position 
in  the  stem  this  month  as  last,  which,  coiftldering  the  many 
changes  in  a  good  showing. 

Rat  l\>rtage  Lodge  No.  888  Jumps  from  6th  place  In  the 
bulb   t(^   8th   position   in   the  stem.     "Well   done.   288. 

St.  Johnsbury  Lodge  No.  «4  also  retains  the  same  poa>- 
tlon  as  last  month,  while  Clinton  Lodge  No.  41  Jumps  from 
7th   place  in   the  bulb   to   10th   position  in   the  stem. 

Kanawha  Lodge  No.  Ill  Jumps  from  18th  place  in  thp  bulb 
to   lli'j   position,    tying  Clinton  Lodge  for  10th   place. 

207  Winnipeg   H- 

87 Greensboro    H" 

67  Kenova    !•> 

117  Elk   Valley    1« 

132  Vermillion    Bay     IM 

161  ralgary    WI 

281  Selma    IW 

164  Truro     K 

402  Keene   M 

120  Boston     *3 

128  Fort  William    »1 

168  Mission     City     *1 

187  Famham  ♦! 

467  Eagle  Bridge   >l 

3  Bnglehart    *• 

78  West  Concord    S* 

127  \roos«  Jaw    S* 

591  Manchester   ?T 

102  Ronceverto    S< 

11*1  ITonen     S3 

In  tlu>  bulb  you  will  find  as  many  surprises  this  month  a* 
In  the  stem.  Winnipeg  Lodge  No.  207  tops  the  list  "Wt^ 
done,  Winnipeg.  One  more  effort  and  you  land  in  the  flr*t 
division.  Greensboro  Lodge  No.  87  occupies  the  same  poai- 
tlon  as  last  month,  but  with  ^n  increase  of  38  members 
Kenova  Lodge  No.  67  climbs  ahead  one  point  this  month, 
with  an  increase,  also  of  38  membera  Elk  Valley  Lodp* 
No.  117  drops  back  a  few  points,  but  with  an  increase  M 
23  more  members  than  last  month.  Vermillion  Bay  Lodf* 
No.  132  also  drops  back  a  few  points,  with  an  Increase  of 
6  members  over  August  Calgary  Lodge  No.  161  forges  ab«s'' 
to  6th  place  this  month  from  14th  place  in  July,  with  an 
increase  of  45  members.  Selma  Lodge  No.  281  drops  back  > 
trifle,  with  a  gain  of  10  members  over  last  month.  Tniro 
Lodge  No.  154  climbs  ahead  two  points  this  month.  Keen' 
Lodge  No.  402  and  Boston  Lodge  No.  120  did  not  appear  oa 
this  page  last  month,  but  now  fill  10th  and  11th  po«lti<^ 
respectively  in  the  bulb  this  month.  Fort  William  Lod^ 
No.  128  drops  back  a  little  this  month,  with  a  gain  of  1^ 
members.  Mission  City  Lodge  No.  168  also  drops  back  vi^'^ 
a  gain  of  IS  members.  Famh&m  Lodge  No.  187.  Ea«'^ 
Bridge  Lodge  No.  467,  Bnglehart  Lodge  No.  3.  West  Con 
cord  Lodge  No.  78  and  Moose  Jaw  Lodge  No.  127  did  ^o^  *l' 
pear  on  this  page  last  month,  they  occupy  the  14th,  15th.  l^t^ 
I7th  and  isth  position  this  month.  Manchester  Lodge  V\ 
GOl  climbs  two  points  this  month.  Honceverte  Lodge  No.  l^- 
occupies  same  position  as  In  August,  with  an  Increase  of-' 
more  members.  Honen  Lodge  No.  181  drops  back  a  (f^ 
points  this  month,  with  an  increase  of  80  members  o^'^rjjf: 
month.  We  are  glad  to  note  the  keeness  of  our  memberatxp 
In  contending  for  a  position  on  the  Honor  Roll.  It  «^*JJ 
lodge  would  start  collecting  dueg  for  the  next  half  year  tw< 
months  in  advance  of  the  time  they  are  actually  due,  o«i 
lodges  would  maintain  their  positions  better.  We  look  if^\ 
a  lot  of  changes  again  next  month.  Last  month  the  tota 
memberships  on  thlft  page  was  2196.  This  month  then-  »f 
2.173.  a  gftin  of  1176  memberM. 
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Grand    Lodge    Officers 


A.  B.  Uvt.   OrwKl   Ptm,.   V»noI   Bldf..   St    Louis.   Mo. 
GBAND  VICB-FBS8IDKNT8. 

W.  t.  P««f«W.  Bur»l  Han.  N.  C. 

■   J.  Ptwtn.  Vanol  Bldf..  St.  LoaU,  Mo. 

S:  A    vSSt  W»  N.  oSfcal  P»rk  Are..  OUcwo.  111. 

Hy.  ifwlN.  Box  15«,  Portage  la  Prmirie.  Man. 

Si  7  Jmmm.  Box  SS.  South  Danbury.  N.  B. 

SmI  J.  am  Orand  Socrrtary-Treaaurer  and  Mfr.  Of- 

SSal  OrSn.  Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Louto.  Mo. 
Mm  Wm,  ZMbrttx.  ,8oUcItpr,  St  LoiUj.  Mo, 
J   s.  EachBfts.  Chaplain,  R.   P.  D.,  cart  Thonord.  vi. 
Alex:  wSTonna  Innor  SenUnal.  Tanol  Bldg.,  St  LouIb. 
Walltor  !r^t|IlM«'.  Orand  Outor  Sentinel.  Vanol  Bldg.. 

8L  Louii,  MO.  

LADIET  AUXniABT  TO  THB  I-  J?-  M.  ^  ^ 
■n.  Cera  B.  Saiith.  Grand  Pieeident.  Canaan.  N.  H. 
Mn!  SmT  b:  Jenneft.  Omnd  SecreUryTreasurer.  Box  2J. 

Soatb  Danbory.  N.  H. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE. 

W.   H.   Neyet.  Chairman.  86  Wright  Ave..  Torento.   Ont 
Geeroe  Seat.  Secretary.  Box  391.  Portage  U  Prairie.  Man. 
J,  E.  Smith.  latUeton.  Mum.  ^         ^         _    _ 
6.   H.  Flyat,  408  GorreU  St..  Greeneboro.  N.  C. 
T.  J.  O'Dennell.  Hernando.  Mlu. 


Bell.  A. 
Carr.  P.  a 
ChapUMn.  B.  Q. 
DaTta.  J.  F. 
DeDecker.  E. 
Oauttaler.  Tboa. 
Geemaert,  Loola 
Ontham.  B.  J. 
OllUee.  J.  T. 
HulL  W.  H. 


OBGANIZEBS. 
JobnaoD.  H.  W. 
Keayt.  Geo. 
Klrkwood.  P.  W. 
Layne,  J.  T. 
Miller.  T.  S. 
Ogdeo.  O. 
Powers.  T.  C. 
Peterson.  Chaa. 
Rlcclo.  S. 
Riley.  J.  A. 


Robinson.  R 
Stoke*.  H.  1< 
Stuart.  J.  P. 
Sullivan.  3.  3 
Swank.  Blram 
Vient.  D.  N. 
Wilbur.  S. 
Wocks.  W. 
Wynn.  C.  M. 


UST    OF   GENERAL-CHAIRMEN. 

/  A.  B.  *  A.— J.  D.  Holt,  G.  a.  TOl  East  MagjoUa  St.. 

Fttwmid.  Ga.;  J.  £.  Bodgers.  Secretary.  Wray.  Ga. 
R««gf  A  Aroostook— John  Turner  Jr..  G.  C.  65  Franklin 

ikff«.7  BoultoB.  Ma.;  W.  &  NeaL  Secretary.  Medford 

Onto*. 'Ma* 
BeetoB  *  Albany^Benjamln  Bennett.  G.  C.  Suite  8.  93 
^BelfUere  WuTBoetoo.  Maa.;  M,  J.  Powera.  Secretary. 

Box  48.  BottthTllle.  Maee. 
BAG    fl.-W ^Wm.  Teepe,  G'.  C.  R.   F.  D.   6.  North 

VeSoS:  tod.:   E:  SrSihleyer.' Secretary.   606   OUte 

St.  ChUUootha.  Mo. 
1.   ft   O.    ChL    Ter.   B.   B.— M.    B.    Owen.    G.    C.    4531 

Saeranento  Atoi.  Chicago.  111. 
BalthDore  *  OWo— W.  J.  Glenn.  Secretary.  415  Merchant 

St.  Faiimount.  W.  Va. 
Boeten  ft  Maino— B.  H.  Crawford.  G.  C.  Box  «2.  Melrose. 

rS  *.:   W:    8.   Kennteton.    Secretary.    No.    4   R.    R. 

Square.  Coneord.  K.  H. 
Canadian  Northern-F.  H.  FUoadal.  O.  C..  Bcj  294.  War- 

road.  Minn.:  C  Carrer.  care  of  B.^ E.  Burkman.  R.  ft 

BTDeKrct  N.  By..  Winnipeg.  Man.;  G.  T.  Clark- 
son.  Treaaurer,  CUir.  Bask. 
Canadian  Northern  In  Ontario— B.  Gltena.  G.  C,  Udney. 

ObL 
Canadian  Northern  Qnebee  By.— H.  St.  Cyr.  LEplphanie. 

Quo. 
Ckaadlan  Padflo— Win.  Dorey.  O.  C.  WoodatockjN.  B. : 

iS^mpbeU.  Secretary  for  Eastern  Dl»..  10  Thornton 

AW.rfSSdoi.OntT  Geo.  Seal.  Secretary  for  Western 

Dir..  Box  Ml.  Portage  la  Prairie.  Man. 
C.  C  ft  O.— C  C.  Wimaina,  G".  C.  St.  PaiU.  Va.:  C.  J. 

Jones.  Secretary.  Yuma.  Va. 
Osotral  of  Georgta-D.  OcBcjom.  Round  Oak.  Ga.:  P.  M. 

Lssoour.  Secretary.  Opelika.  Ala. 
p   A  o— J    B    Posh.  G.  C  R.  F.  D.  6.  Box  Al.  Rich- 

mSidTv^i  J.  W.  Browi:  Secretary.  Griffith.  Va. 
ddcago  Junctloo-Jno.  Baker.  G.   C.   5014  Center  Ate.. 
^SScmTiII.;  J»«.   Consodlne.    Secretary.    3334  Wood 

St..  Qileagow  HL 
C.  M.  *  St.  P.-Jat.  Browder.  G.  C.  5313  N.  51st  St. 

ChlfBgft  HI*  ^     „ 

dodttnati.  BamUtoo  ft  Dayton— Ed  Morman.  O-  C.  Box 
^4T1     CoUnSSi  Orofe.   O.:   Roy   Denning.    Secretary. 

T14'  8.  9tti  Bt,  HamUten.  O. 
Coal  *  Coio  By.— W.  L.  Stoughter.  G.  C  Ga»wway.  W. 

Va.:  W.  L.  Ouickel,  Secretary.  Osssoway.  W.  Va. 
Delawaro  ft  Hudson— George  Smith.  G.  C,  Meadowdole. 

DeL.  Lack,   ft  West— M.   Foley.   G.   C.   1648  Keyser  St. 
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We  will  take  for  our  technical  subject 
this  month,  "lining  of  track,"  and  in  this 
age  of  fast  trains  it  is  a  most  important 
subject  and  one  that  is  not  as  closaly 
observed  by  many  foremen  as  it  should 
be,  nicre  particularly  around  curves. 

The  tendency  of  nearly  every  foreman 
in    lining   track  around  curves,   by   the 
eye,  is  to  throw  the  point  out.    Unless 
the  point  of  curve  is  marked  and  a  per- 
manent center  clearly  defined,  a  curve 
may    be    lifted   perfectly,   surfaced    and 
lined  nearly  perfect  to  the* eye,  yet  a  fast 
train   moving  around   it  gets  a  number 
ol  severe  jolts,  caused  by  the  true  point 
0i    curve   being   thrown   out   of   center, 
and  tangent  lengthened  to  meet  the  curve. 
Tbe   tendency  to   throw   the   point  of 
carve   out  is  often  caused  by  the  rails 
hmrins   been  laid   too  tight  in  the   first 
place,    or    else    crowded    down    on    tne 
cwrve  at  some  time  so  that  the  expan- 
sion  bas  been  all  taken  up,  making   it 
hard  to  line  the  rails  to  the  true  center. 
but  if  the  point  of  curve  is  properly  de- 
fined,   and    a    permanent    center    given, 
curved   track  is  as  easy  to  maintain  as 
straight  track  and  kept  in  proper  place. 
,     To    test   the   line   on   any   curve   and 
Uncertain  if  it  is  lined  evenly,  and  also 
"to  taiow  the  proi>er  elevation  for  trains 
ronning  forty  miles  per  hour,  first  ]tro 
yI^    yourself   with  two   rings   one   inch 
jfet  lUameter  and  one  ring  one-half  inch 
IHl^afiAtneter.  also  a  piece  of  coppor  wire. 
JliAiytapa  ^^^  of  the  one-inch  rings  to  the 
JhMI   0t   wire  securely  and  then  measure 
glV'teet,   including  the  ring.     Fasten   the 
oty^-hMlf    inch    ring    to    this    point    and 
measure   31  feet  more   along   the   wire, 
cut  it   off  and  fasten  your  other  ring  so 
that    the   wire,   including     both      rings, 
measures  exactly  62  feet,  with  the  small 
ring  exactly  in  the  center. 

>fow  take  two  men,  one  at  each  end  of 
vour    wire  with  his  finger  thro'igh  the 


ring,  then  start  and  measure  around 
your  curve.  Have  the  man  in  the  rear 
hold  his  ring  against  the  gauge  side  of 
the  rail  on  the  outside  of  the  curve  at  the 
first  joint;  the  leading  man  pulling  the 
wire  taut  and  wih  his  ring  against  the 
gauge  edge  of  rail.  Let  the  foreman 
take  a  rule  and  measure  the  exact  dis- 
tance from  the  wire  and  the  gauge  side 
of  the  rail  at  the  center  ring.  Mark  the 
distance  on  a  piece  of  paper  and  stick 
a,  small  stake  in  the  center  of  the  track 
to  denote  point  of  measurement  This 
(lone,  all  three  will  move  ahead  one  rail 
length;  the  rear  man  with  his  finger  al- 
ways at  a  joint,  and  repeat  this  around 
the  curve.  Then  add  up  all  the  figures^ 
of  middle  ordinate  on  your  paper  and 
divide  the  total  by  the  number  of  meas- 
urements taken  and  the  result  will  be 
the  exact  distance  the  rail  should  be 
from  your  wire  at  each  point  of  meas- 
urement. 

To  make  this  plainer,  let  us  take  some 
imaginary  measurements.  The  men  with 
the  wire  having  been  placed,  the  meas 
urement  at  the  first  is  1%  inches  from 
wire  to  rail;  moving  one  rail  ahead,  an- 
other measurement  was  taken,  which 
was  1%  inches;  the  next  measurement 
vvas  2  inches,  the  fourth  m  inches,  the 
fifth  1%  inches,  the  sixth  1%  inches, 
the  seventh  3^  inches.  Now  we  have  ta- 
ken seven  measurements  and  the  total 
of  the  seven  is  13%  inches;  divide  this 
by  7  and  ihe  result  is  1^  inches,  the 
correct  middle  ordinate,  also  the  correct 
elevation  for  the  track  to  accommodate 
a  train  running  forty  miles  per  hour, 
and  as  the  middle  ordinate  of  a  62-foot 
chord  is  approximately  the  degree  of 
curvature,  the  above  curve  would  be  al- 
most 2  degrees  or.  to  be  exact,  1  decree 
52  min'ites  ?,0  seconds. 

After  you  have  worked  out  the  correct 
middle   ordinate,   take   your  gauge   with 
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r;  renter  punch  mark  in  center  and  set 
tlie  stakes  you  had  previously  left  to 
the  exact  center  according  to  your 
measurements. 

Taking  our  imaginary  curve  as  an  ex- 
ample: The  correct  middle  ordinate  was 
1^  inches,  the  first  measurement  was 
correct,  so  you  will  set  your  stake  ex- 
actly to  the  punch  mark  on  your  gauge. 
The  second  measurement  was  also  cor- 
rect, so  set  your  second  stake  to  the 
punch  mark.  The  next  was  %  of  an 
inch  out  of  line,  so  you  will  set  your 
stake  %  of  an  inch  nearer  the  insla^ 
of  the'  curve  than  your  punch  mark  on 
gauge.  The  next  measurement  was  cor- 
rect, so  you  set  your  stake  there  in  the 
center.  The  next  measurement  was  1% 
inches,  so  was  ^  of  an  inch  out  of  cen- 
ter, and  you  will  have  to  set  this  stake 
\i  of  aa  inch  from  the  center  mark  of 
the  gauge  toward  the  outside  of  the 
curve,  because  it  is  less  than  the  re- 
quired distance,  and  so  on  around  your 
curve.  Then  with  the  use  of  your  gauge 
line  up  the  curve  to  your  stakes  and  by 
testing  with  your  wire  again  you  will 
find  it  is  exactly  the  same  all  the  way 
around. 

The  point  of  curve  on  track  used  by 
fast  trains  requires  special  attenion  by 
easements,  the  same  as  the  elevation. 
You  elevate  the  rail  gradually,  com- 
mencing back  on  straight  track  to  ele- 
vate, increasing  V^  or  %  of  an  inch  to 
each  rail  length  until  you  reach  the 
full  elevation  at  the  curve.  The  point 
of  curve  should  be  eased  off  in  the  same 
way  and  commence  to  curve  with  the 
elevation,  reaching  the  limit  where  the 
true  curve  begins.  This  work  without 
an  engineer's  stake  can  best  be  done 
by  the  eye,  lining  from  tangent  on  to 
curve,  then  reverse  and  sight  from  curve 
to  sraight  line. 

Foremen  should  ride  over  their  section 
at  least  once  a  month  on  the  engine  of 
a  fast  train  to  ascertain  just  how  their 
track  rides,  and  in  so  doing  they  can 
locate  and  remedy  defects  that  they 
could  not  find  in  any  other  way. 

It  would  pay  every  railway  company  to 
establish  permanent  markers  every  halt 


mile,  at  least,  fiti  ntraigbt  trsck.  and 
every  hundred  feet  on  curves..  On  le?el 
ground  and  cuttings  a  post  may  be  made 
from  a  piece  of  scrap  rail  set  12  inches 
above  the  surface  of  the  ground  with 
the  exact  distance  to  the  center  of 
track;  painted  or  otherwise  marked  on 
face  of  the  rail  would  knswer  the  pur- 
pose admirably  and  the  post  is  indestruc- 
tible. On  dumps  or  curves  an  iron  post 
may  be  driven  in  the  center  of  track  to 
exact  center,  marked  with  a  center 
punch.  These  should  be  driven  deep 
enough  so  frost  would  not  heave  them. 
The  rail  in  track  at  each  marker  should 
have  a  daub  of  white  paint  on  the  neck 
of  rail  so  as  to  be  easily  found.  The 
cost  tc  the  company  for  these  markers 
V  ould  be  saved  In  labor  gahied  in  & 
very  short  time  and  give  the  section 
foreman  a  chance  to  keep  his  track  in 
the  proper  place  and  In  the  very  best 
condition  for  the  movement  of  trains. 
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Chaa.  Erwin  and  Gang  of  Patnt«rs  at  work 
on  tht  C.  P.  R^. 
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AS1.EEP  IN  TII£  CAB. 


On«  clear  frosty  night  In  December. 

Away  back  about  'ninety-eight. 
Bin  Thomas  came  In  on  the  flyer 

An  hour  and  ten  minutes  late. 

He  had  made  up  an  hour  on  the  schedule 
And  was  feeling  light-hearted  and  cheery 

As  he  stepped  from  the  cab  of  his  engine. 
Kissed  his  wife  and  his  little  boy.  Jerry. 

After  supper  he  sat  by  his  fireside 

And  rocked  little  Jerry  to  sleep. 
As  he  prayed  to  the  Father  In  Heaven, 

His  son  from  all  dangers  to  keep. 

Then  tucked  him  away  'mong  his  pillows. 

Jerry  said  without  opening  an  eye: 
"If  you're  called  to  go  out  tonight.   Papa. 

Don't  forget  to  kiss  Jerry  good-bye." 

Soon  Bill  was  himself  soundly  sleeping. 

When  the  call  boy  with   lantern   and  book, 
Stood  In  cap  and  long  coat  by  the  bedside. 

Resembling  some  fabulous  spook. 

"It's  for  a  fast  special  you're  wanted," 
aud  the  call  boy  In  answer  to  Bill. 

"She's  to  go  In  about  forty  minutes, 
She's  already   over   the  hill." 

Bill  soon  stood  beside  the  big  engine— 
The  three-ten,  his  trusty  compound — 

The  Fireman  on  duty  already. 
Was  carefully  oiling  around. 

Ere  long  they  were  making  full  headway. 

Was  Bill  and  his  fireman,  Tim  Giles. 
And  were  rapidly  passing  the  mlleposts 

Of  that  hundred  and  forty-nine  miles. 

So  easy  and  smooth  was  the  motion, 
(Though  they  flew,  they  seemed  only  to  creep) 

Like  a  ship  calmly  sailing  the  ocean. 
It  invited  the  weary  to  sleep. 

With  a  start  Bill  found  he'd  been  sleeping. 

Quickly  looking  ahead  he  saw 
That  down  the  long  bill   they  were  sweeping 

To  the  bridge  with  a  wide  open  draw. 

Two  train  lengths  ahead  gleamed  the  red  light 
And  other  bridge  lights  all  aglow. 

And  'ncath  the  bright  rays  of  the  headlight 
He  could  see  the  dark  waters  below. 

Every  wheel  in  the  train  ceased  its  rolling. 

But  along  the  bright  steel  they  skated. 
While  the  engine,  with  wheels  In  back  motion. 

Dashed  onward  with  speed  unabated. 

He  most  save  those  ten  loaded  sleepers. 

Though  It  cost  hfm  his  engine  and  life. 
He  told  Tim  to  jump   In  the  water. 

Then  he  thought  of  his  baby  and  wife. 

He  remembered  the  last  words  of  Jerry. 

And  a  briney  tear  blinded   his  eye; 
In  bis  hurry  to  get  to  his  engine 

H^'d  forgot   to  kiss  Jerry  good-bye. 

As  the  engin*"  dashed  Into  the  opening 
Bill  Jumped  from  the  cab  for  his  life. 

As  he  leaped  out  he  heard  a  voice  ca,lllng— 
'Twas  the  sweet  gentle  voice  of  his  wife. 

Down  through  the  dark  space  he  was  fallln>r. 

Something  solid  he  struck  with   his  head. 
Then  openlne  his  eyes  he  dlscovere^l 

He'd   t>een  drenmlng  and  rolJ^d   off  the  bed. 

J.    R.    Toungblood. 


A  SDNSHINB  SONG. 


Would  you  make  some  saddened  heart 

Just  a  little  lighter? 
Would  you  make  some  burdened  life 

Just  a  little  brighter? 
Drop  a  word  of  hope  and  cheer; 

Set  the  echoes  imglng 
With  your  notes  of  love  and  joy. 

As  you  go  a-slnging. 
Would  you  smooth  the  rugged  path 

Down  along  life's  highway? 
Would  you  plant  the  rose  of  faith 

In  some  lonely  bsrway? 
Just   a  deed   of  kindness   done 

Clears  the  path   before   us. 
And   the  lilies  of  Gk>d's  love 

Bloom  and  blossom  o'er  us. 

Just  a  little  word  of  cheer 

Irlghtens  every   duty: 
Just  a  smile  will  often  sho^v 

Faces  wreathed  In   beauty. 
Crinkle  sunshine  as  you  ko. 

Comfort   the  distressing. 
And   your  own    reward  will   be 

Heaven's  choicest  blessing. 

— B,  A.  Brinlstool  in  C.    E.   World 

>o^ 

FEIXOWSHIP. 


James  Whiteomb  Riley. 

When  a  man  ain't  got  a  cent,  an'   he's  feeling 
kind  of  blue. 

An'  the  clouds  hang  dark  an*  heavy,  an'  won't 
let  the  sunshine  through. 

It's  a  great  thing.  O  my  brethren,  for  a  feller 
Just  to  lay 

His  hand  upon  your  shoulder  in  a  friendly  sort 
of  way. 

It  makes  a  man  feel  queerlsh;  it  makes  the  tear- 
drops start; 

An*  you  sort  o'  feel  a  flutter  In   the  region   of 
your  heart; 

Tou  can't  look  up  an'  meet  his  eyes;  you  don't 
know  what   to  say 

When  his  hand  Is  on  your  shoulder  In  a  friend- 
ly sort  of  way. 

O    the    world's    a    curious    compound,    with    Its 
honey  and  Its  gall. 

With    its    care   and   bitter   crosses    but   a   good 
world  after  all; 

An'  a  good  God   must  have  made  It — leastwise 
that  Is  w^at  I  say 

When  a  hand  Is  on  my  shoulder  in  a  friendly 
sort  of  way. 

•  CKe 

THE  gAI^OON. 


"A  bar  to  heaven:  a  door  to  hell: 
Whoever  named  It,  named  It  well. 
A  bar  to  happiness  and  wealth. 
A  door  to  want  and  broken   health. 

to  honor,  pride  and  fame; 
to  sin  and  grief  and  shame, 
to  hope,  a  bar  to  prayer; 
to  darkness  and  despair. 

to  honored,  useful   life, 
to  brawling,  senseless  strife, 
to  all  that's  true  and  brave, 

to  every  drunkard's  grave. 

"A  bar  to  joys  that  home  Imparts 
A   door  to  tears  and  aching  hearts* 
A   bar  to   heaven,   a  door  to  hell- 
Whoever    named    It.    named    It    well." 

— Bzchange. 
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A  door 

A  bar 

A  door 

"A  bar 

A  door 

A  bar 

A  door 

Digitized  by 


Google 


614 


THE  ADVANCE   ADVOCATE. 


fH>OD  MORNING.   FOI.K8. 


BEFORK  IT  18  TOO  LATK. 


Good  morning,  folks!     God  blcas  you  all! 

Iin't  It  great  this  morning? 
Isn't  the   sky  a  beautiful   rhUi^. 

With   the  sun  its  breast  ailornlnn? 
Isn't   it  great  to  be  alive 

When  the  air  Is  crisp  and  brarlnc. 
And   the   good,   strong  blood   in   riotous   kIco 

Through  a  healthy  body  is  racing? 

Good  morning,  folks!     I  wish  you  Joy! 

What  Is  the  use  of  whining? 
What   Is  the  use  of  cursing  your  fate 

And  wasting  breath  In  repIninK? 
There  will  be  gray  and  cloudy  aoy?. 

Gloomy  as  doom's  dull  warning — 
But  the  day  that  scowls,  like  a  cowar-l  IW  es 

Prom  the  laugh  of  a  cold,  crisp  moj^ia-. 

O  the  world  is  bright,  the  sun  Is  warm — 

Aren't  your  glad  you're  happy? 
Fill  to  the  brim  with  the  good  clean  air. 

Fresh,  clear,  cold,  spirited,  snappy! 
Clear  to  your  toes  drink  deep  the  Joy 

That  generous  Nature  is  giving! 
AVhen  the  sky  is  blue  and  the  air  :3  '.lear. 

Say,    isn't    It    great    to   be   llvln*,-? 

— Baltimore   Pun. 
•  O^ 

13K!<iKKVKD  IT. 


He  bought  some  scab-made  clothing. 

Because  they  sold  it  cheap; 
'Twas  of  the  purest  shoddy. 

And  it  never  saw  a  sheep. 
They  said  he  had  a  bargain— 

The   choicest  of  the  lot. 
But  after  he  had  worn  It. 

These  were  the  things  he  got: 
Diphtheria*  bacteria. 

Sciatica   and   mumps; 
I^ocomotor   ataxia — 

You  bet  he  got  his  bumps. 
He  got  appendicitis. 

The  smallpox  and  la  grippe; 
A  bad  case  of  meningitis. 

Of  Itch   a  seven-year   trip, 
He  got   the  scarletlna. 

And   rheumatism's  twinge; 
Prairie   mange   and    scratches, 

And  pains  to  make  him   cringe. 
The  microbes  and  baccllli. 

They  pestered  him  full  sore. 
And  of  ••scabby"   clothing 

You  bet   he'll   buy   no   more. 

—Lincoln   Wagewoikcr. 
— Bulletin   of   the  Clothing   Trade. 


-•^^e- 


HOME. 


Home!      How    magical    that    word! 
How    thrills   with    rapture   every   chord 
Within    the   heart,   and  yields  a   tone 
Of  sweetness,  at  its  sound  alone! 

When  sorrow's  cloud  looms  in  our  sky. 
When  youth  and  love  and  friendship  nv. 
The  memory  brings  us  thoughtH  of  home. 
And  light  and  gladness  with  them  come. 

When   changing  fortune  frights  the  soul 
When   round  her  ruins  thunders  roll. 
When  heaven  is  dark,  and  earth  Is  drear. 
She  seeks  her  home  and  noHiles  there. 

Whatever  flowers  may  strew  life's  path. 
We   rarely   look  on  one  that  hath 
As  bright  a  bloom,  as  sweet  a  hreath 
As  those  that  once  did  round   our  happy  home 
stead  wreath. 

— Charles  Frcn»* 


if  you've  a  gray-haired  mother 

In    the  old   home   far  away. 
Sit  down  and  write  the  letter 

You  put  oflf   from  day  to  day; 
Don't  wait  until  her  tired  aleps 

Reach   heaven's  pearly  gate. 
But  show  her  that  you  think  of  her 

Before   It  is  too  late. 

If  you've  a  tender  message 

Or  a  loving  word  to  say. 
Don't  wait   till   you   forget  it. 

But   whisper   It  today. 
Who  knows  what  bitter  memories 

May  haunt  you  If  you  wait? 
So  make  your  loved  ones  happy 

Before   it  Is  too  late. 

We  live  but  In  the  present 

The  future  Is  unknown;  ' 
Tomorrow    Is  a    mystery. 

Today  is  all  our  own. 
The  chances  fortune  leads  us  to 

May  vanish   while  we  wait 
So  spend  your   life's  Hch  pleasure 

Before   It  Is  too  late. 

The   tender  word    unspoken. 

The    letter    never   sent. 
The  long-forgotten  messages. 

The  wealth  of  love  unspent— 
For  these  some  hearts  are  breaking 

For  these  some   loved  ones  wait 
So  show  them  that  you  care  for  fhem 

Before    it   Is  loo   late. 

—Mrs.    E.  Malthf"^ 
•<>-• . 

J I  ST    BE    WHAT     VOIR    MOTHER  THLNK> 
\Of  AKK. 


While  wallcing  down  a  crowded  city  street  th* 
other  day. 
1  hear  a   little   urchin   to  a  comrade  ton*^^ 
•ay: 
"Say,  Jimmie,   don't  yer  know  I'd  be  as  htppJ 
as  a  clam. 
If  I  only  was  de  feller  dat  me  raudder  lic^' 
I  am?" 
"She  thinks  I  am  a  wonder,  and  knows  her  lit- 
tle   lad 
Would    never   mix   wit'    nottin'   dat  wai  n«!? 
mean   or   bad ; 
I   often   sit   and    tink   how   nice  'twould  be-f^" 
whiz. 
If  a  fellow  was  de  fellow  dat  his  muddertlnlt» 
he    is." 

So,   folks,   be   yours   a   life   of  toll,  or  Dndllut^I 
Joy, 
You   still    can   learn   a   lesson   from  this  iffi«'' 
unlettered    boy; 
Don't  try  to  be  an  earthly  saint    with  eyes  fii"' 
on   a   star — 
Just    try    to   ho    the    fellow    that  your  moti'f 
thinks    you   are. 

•       ,  _F.  E.  Van  Ho'> 


WOMAN'S  1VILES. 

Oh.  woman.  In  your  hour  of  B's, 
Why  do  you  spend  so  manv  V's? 
Poor  man  must  mind  his  P's  and  Q's 
To  earn  the  X's  that  you  U's; 
While  he  Is  working  like  the  B's 
The  dough  he  needs  you're  pronp  to  C»: 
Yet.  with  such  tact  you  put  him  Ts. 
lou  seem  an  angel  to  his  Ts. 

>-Puok 


-•^>^ 


Mary  had   a   little   waist 

Now   Mary  wasn't  slow. 
And  everywhere  that  fashions  wtut 

T^e  waSct  was  sure  to  gc—Froth. 
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KKTIUBUTION. 


A  MKMORY  SySTKM. 


It   was   mighty    aggravattn';    we're    a    peact$fui 

minded  lot 
On  th'   Bar  an*   Quarter   circle,    but    It's    bound 

t'  make  y'  hoc 
When  a  feller  keeps  repeatln'   an*   repeatin*  all 

th'  while 
^^ech  a  worn   an'   frazzled   sayln'    in   a  most  in- 

sultin'  style. 
Couldn't   no    man    raise    a    whisper    about    any- 

thinsT  at  all 
But  he'd  flre  th'    same  thiniT  at  ye,   in   his  ag- 

crravatin'  drawl; 
An'  it  didn't  Cut  no  flgure  what  a  feller's  talk 

might  be. 
He  says:  "Boys,  I'm  fr*m  Missouri,  an'  ye  must 

show  me." 

It  ain't  calUn'    y'    a   liar,   but    It's   jest    another 

way 
Of  castJn'  mean  suspicion  on  th'  truth  of  what 

y*  say. 
An'    when    y*    tell    a    story    'bout    old    times    on 

the  plains, 
Some   feller  fr'm   Misosuri   thinks   that   durnfool 

speech  shows  brains. 
I   remember    1    was    tellin'    about    throwin'    th" 

lassoo 
An'    ropin'    a    bald    eagle    once,    an'    pulling    it 

In,  too. 
When  he  looked  acrost  th'  campflre  as  insultin' 

as  could  be. 
An'  says:   "Blli,  1  m  fr'm  Missouri,  an'  ye  must 

show    me." 

Perhaps  he  might  'a  meant  well,  but  we  didn't 

like  his  curves, 
An'    that    speech    about    Missouri    kind    o     got 

upon  our  nerves. 
Fcr  we  heerd    It  at  th'   campflre  an'    we  heerd 

It  on   th'    road. 
Till  1  could   tell   that  things  was  glttln'   ready 

t'    explode. 
So    one    night    when    Scarface    Higgins    was    a 

tellin'  u»  he  saw 
A  wild  cat  Jump  a  grizzly  once,  an'   fight  him 

lo   a   draw,  ,  ,, 

An'  how   th'    wild  cat  done  It,  why,   that  feller 

says,   says   he: 
"Wal.    Hl^,     I'm    fr'm    Missouri,    an'    ye    must 

show  me." 

He  had  no  •ooner  said  It  than  he  knowcd  he 
was  In   wrong,  ^,^„.* 

Far  Scarface  up.  an*  showed  him,  an  it  dian  i 
take  him   long. 

He  might  a'  been  a  wild  cat  fr'm  th  way  he 
climbed  th*  frame  ,         ^.  ^  „ 

Of  that  feller  frm  Missouri,  but  th'  feller  was 

An'    all    th'    boys   cheered   Scarface   when    they 

saw  him  wadln*  In  .  ^^,  ^        w     aia 

To  that  feller  fr'm  Missouri,  an    th'  way  he  did 

Till  th'  feller  hollered  plenty;  an'  th'  wasn't 
nothin'    owed  ^^,  .         .   t  i,«,.- 

Whpn  ne  s.iys:  'I'm  fr'm  Missouri,  an  I  ha\e 
been    showedl"  _^^    ^^    ^^^^^^  ^ 


.Smile    and     the    world    smiles    with    you; 

Knoclc    and    you   go   alone; 
fJ^  Uie    cheerful    grin    will    let    you    In 

Where    the    kicker    is    never    known. 
Growl    and    the    world   looks   dreary; 

I^ugh    and     the    world    looks    bright; 
FoT  a    welcome   smile   brings   sunshine,    while 

A    frown    shuts   out  the    light. 

Smr    and    the    world's   harmonious; 

Grumble    and    things  go   wrong: 
For   all    the    time  you  are  out  of  rhyme 

With     the     busy,    bustling  ^throng. 
Kick    and    there's    trouble    brewing; 

Whistle    and    life  Is   gay:  ^      ^ 

A^    the   w*orld's  in   tune  like  a  day  In  June. 

And    the    clouds   all    melt    away. 

^   "  •  —Exchange. 


FrisclUa  Leonard. 

Forget  each  kindness  that  you  do 

As  soon  as  you  have  done  it; 
Forget  the  praise  that  falls  to  you 

J  ue    moment    you   hn\e    won    it; 
Forget  the  slander  that  you  hear 

Before   you   can   repeat   it; 
Forget  each  slight,  each  spite,   each  snetr 

Wherever  you  may  meet  it. 

Remember  every  kindness  done 

To   you,    whate'er    its    measure; 
Remember   praise   by    others   won 

And   pass    it    on   with    pleasure; 
Remember    every    promise    made 

And    keep    it    to    the    letter; 
Remember  those  who  lend  you  aid. 

And  be  a   grateful  debtor. 

Remember   all    the   happiness 

That  comes  your  way  in  living; 
Forget    each    worry    and    distress. 

Be    hopeful   and    forgiving! 
Remember   good,   remember  truth. 

Remember   Heaven's   above   you. 
And  you  will  find,  through  age  and  youth. 

True  Joys,   and   hearts   to  love   you., 

— Selected. 

.Om. 

El£OY  WRITTEN  IN  THE  SUPREME 
COURTY.\RD. 


(With    apologies    to    Thomas    Grey.) 
By  G.  M.  F.  FItsfflbbon  In  the  New    Vork  Call. 

The  curfew  tolls  the  knell  of  parting  day. 

The  lowly  herds  wind,  slowly  o'er  the  lea; 
The  plowman  homeward  plods  his  weary  way 

And  leaves  the  world  to  Standard  OH  and  ma 
— J.   Plerpont  Morgan. 
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OBT   A  TRANl^FKK. 

If    you    are    on    the    gloomy    line, 

Get    a    transfer. 
If    you    are    inclined    to    fret    and    pine. 

Get    a    transfer. 
Get    off    the    track   of    doubt    and    gloom. 
Get    on    the    sunshine    train — there's    room — 

Get   a   transfer. 

If    you    are   on    the    worry    train. 

Get    a    transfer. 
You   must   not   stay    there  and    complain — 

Get    a    tran.sfer. 
The     cheerful    cars    are    passing    through. 
And    there    Is   lots   of   room    for   you — • 

Get    a    transfer. 

If    you    are    on    the    grouchy    track. 

Get    a    transfer. 
Just    (ake   '.he   happy    special   back — 

Get    a    transfer. 
Jump    on    the    train    and    pull    the    rope 
That  lands  you  at   the   station   Hope — 

Get    a    transfer. 

— Union    Leader. 


-♦■O^ 


C1J5AU    THE    WAY. 


The   crest   nnti    crowning  of  all    good. 

IJfe'a     «nal     star,     is    Brotherhood: 

For  It  will  bring  again  to  ear^h 

Her   long-lost   poses  and   mirth. 

Will    send    new    light    on    every    face. 

A   kindly  power  upon  the  race; 

And.    till    it   comes,    wo    men   are   slaves. 

And   travel  downward  to   the  dust  oi  graves. 

Come,   clear   the  way;  then   clear   the   way; 
Blind   creeds  and  kings  have  had   their   day. 
Our   hope   is   in   the   aftermath; 
Our  hope  is  In  heroic  men. 
Star-led,   to  build   the  world   again. 
To   this  event   the   ages  ran. 
tfake  way  for  Brotherhood — 
Make  way  for  men.  C^  r^r^r^J^ 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRFSPONDENTS. 

All  contributioiiB  to  our  correapondenc*  columns  must  be  in  NOT  LATER  than  the  TENTH  OF  TBI 
MONTH  to  insure  publication. 

Articles  must  be  written  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Noms  de  plume  may  be  used,  but  ewry  irtidt 
must  be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  and  address  of  the  writer  to  insure  insertion. 

We  shall  be  fflad  to  receive  articles  on  any  subject  of  general  interest  to  the  fraternity. 

Sectarian,  partisan,  sectional  or  racial  discussions  will  not  be  printed. 

All  communications  are  subject  to  revision  or  reiection.  as  the  editor  may  deem  proper. 

The  editor  does  not  assume  responsibility  for  the  opinions  expressed  by  contributors  in  this  departiant 

AH  correspondence  pertaininir  to  the  Advocatb  should  be  addressed  to  H.  J.  Pboo.  Editor  sod  Mintfc 
Vanol  Buildinfp.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 


President's  Message. 

August  1,  1911. 
Dear  Sirs. and  Brothers: 

Once  more  another  month  has  slipped 
quietly  and  swiftly  by  and  July,  with  all 
its  hots  and  cools,  has  been  added  to 
the  months  that  have  gone  before  it, 
never  to  return.  This  is  a  solemn 
thought,  and  so  often  heard  and  so  well 
known  that  possibly  familiarity  with  it 
has  blunted  our  sense  of  the  importance 
of  it,  that  time  once  past  never  returns; 
opportunities  once  lost  are  lost  beyond 
recall,  hence  the  importance  and  neces- 
sity of  the  apostolic  injunction  to  "do 
with  our  might  what  our  hands  find  to 
do/'  and  that  means  "do  it  at  once.*' 

Once  morr  it  is  my  pleasant  duty  to 
congratulate  the  workers  everywhere 
and  everyone,  who  has  worked  in  any 
manner  to  bring  about  the  resulto  it  is 
such  a  happiness  to  record.  July  has 
not  only  bettered  its  namesake  of  1910, 
but  any  and  every  other  namesake  of 
any  year,  and  that  not  only  in  the  mat- 
ter of  receipts  to  the  Grand  Lodge  treas- 
ury, but  in  improved  conditions  and  in- 
creased rates  of  pay  to  our  members. 
And  I  can  only  again  repeat  the  state- 
ment of  former  letters  in  appreciation 
of  the  continued  good  work  which  makes 
my  telling  of  the  good  news  possible 
tbat  this  happy  result  has  not  come  to 


us  because  we  were  leisurely  drifting 
with  the  tide  and  waiting,  like  Mic&f 
ber  in  Dickens!  "David  Copperfleli' 
"for  something  to  turn  up.''  It  means 
you  have  all  been  hustling  and  eadi 
one  filling  his  part  of  the  work  just  as 
e  well-built  piece  of  machinery  in  good 
running  order  and  each  piece  of  the  Ttor 
chine  performing  Its  own  part  of  tlie 
work  noiselessly  and  well,  and  the  ab- 
sence of  the  noise  tells  of  the  perfect 
working  of  the  machine  and  that  no 
needless  friction  Is  hindering  it  in  do- 
ing Its  best  work.  For  with  all  the 
good  things  coming  to  us  in  this  varn 
month  of  July,  not  much  noise  has  been 
heard  except  the  happy  hum  of  vortiH 
bees.  All  parts  of  our  machine,  ^ 
gratifies  me  exceedingly  to  tell  hiW 
been  working  in  perfect  harmonTi  ^ 
doing  his  assigned  work  In  the  best  ^ 
he  knows  how,  and  the  result  h«5S 
July's  splendid  record. 

To  go  Into  a  little  more  detail,  i^ 
saw  Chairman  Dorey  and  his  Board  of 
the  G.  P.  R.  In  Montreal  and  the  easten 
portions  of  It,  or  lines  east  of  Pt  ^ 
thur,  securing  once  more  an  agreeflu^ 
signed  by  Vice-president  McNlcoU  f^ 
the  Company  and  Chairman  DoraT  ^ 
the  Maintenance  of  Way  Employses  ^ 
said  district,  and  this  not  only  glTO  ^ 
once  more  the  signed  contract,  but  ^ 
stores  all  the  old  harmonious  worlM 
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relations,  shortens  sections,  no  increase 
in  rents,  increased  pay  for  our  men  in 
Maine,  several  sections  added  to  the 
yard  class  and,  in  a  word,  a  very  satis- 
factory contract,  all  things  considered. 

While  in  Montreal  with  the  C.  P.  R. 
Board,  I  got  a  call   to  Savannah,  Ga., 
from  General  Chairman  Borom,  of  the 
Central  of  Georgia,  to  meet  the  manage- 
ment of  that  road,  and  a  telegram  from 
Chairman  Ivey  to  meet  his  Board  with 
the  management  of  the  Georgia  Railway 
in  Augusta;   Savannah  on  the  11th  and 
Augusta   on   the   17th.     Sandwiched    in 
between  these  telegrams  was  the  wed- 
ding of  my   youngest  son  at  Windsor, 
opposite  Detroit,  on  July  12th.    I  wired 
Chairman  Borom  to  postpone  the  meet- 
ing, if  possible,  until  the  14th,  when  I 
could   be    with   him,   meantime  sending 
Vice-president  Powell  to  his  assistance. 
On  my  arrival,  cm  the  morning  of  the 
14th,    I    was    pleased    to    find   Brothers 
Powell  and  Borom  awaiting  me  with  the 
good  news  of  a  satisfactory  settlement 
Once  more  I  was  pleased  to  hear  of  a 
settlement    without    any    break    in    the 
cordial  relations  between  our  good  folk 
and  the  officials,  and  this,  believe  me, 
is  a  very  valuable  asset  and  means  dol- 
lars as  well  as  comfort. 

From  Savannah  I  went  to  Augusta  to 
meet  Chairman  Ivey  and  his  Board  and 
fonnd  a  former  conference  had  fftiled  to 
bring  a  settlement.  A  clause  asking  lor 
a  ten  hour  day,  which  they  had  several 
times  before  tried  to  secure,  had  been 
turned  down  hard,  and  a  |3.00  flat  in- 
crease to  section  foremen  did  not  meas- 
ure up  to  their  idea  of  a  fair  increase. 
General  Roadmaster  Robinson  had  been 
given  a  free  liand  to  deal  with  the 
whole  matter  and  in  a  quiet,  informal 
conference  with  him  a  satisfactory  set- 
tlement was  effected.  Mr.  Brand,  the 
General  Superintendent,  spent  a  short 
time  in  the  conference,  apologizing  for 
hla  "butting  in,"  but  his  geniality  lent  a 
pleasant  touch  to  the  conference.  Vice- 
Cbairman  Browniow,  or  "Parson"  Brown* 
low,  as  the  boys  call  him,  as  he  often 
acts  as  local  preacher  in  the  Baptist 
Clmrchf     was     chief     spokesman     and 


showed  himself  a  good  diplomat  Suf- 
Hce  to  say  that  the  first  clause  gives  a 
ten  hour  day,  beginning  at  6  a.  m.  on 
leaving  and  ending  at  5  p.  m.  on  return- 
ing to  the  tool  house  or  boarding  car, 
an  hour  for  dinner  in  summer,  and  end- 
ing at  4:30  and  half  an  hour  for  dinner 
in  winter.  A  15.00  flat  increase  to  sec- 
tion foremen,  four  apprentices  added  to 
each  supervisor's  division,  a  rate  for 
B  &  B  men  raising  the  minimum  to 
$1.75,  the  maximum  |2.00,  one  man  in 
each  gang  to  receive  |2.26  per  day. 
These  and  the  usual  rules  made  a  fair 
schedule,  and  when  I  add  that  the  ten 
hour  day  meant  a  reduction  in  the  work- 
ing hours  from  the  practice  which  was 
in  vogue  since  slavery  days  of  working 
from  sunrise  to  sunset,  you  will  under- 
stand why  I  count  July  17th  a  red  letter 
day  in  my  calendar.  Just  think  of  it, 
you  men  who  ndver  heard  of  a  day 
longer  than  ten  hours,  what  it  must 
mean  to  these  men,  their  wives  and 
children,  whom  they  could  rarely  have 
seen  in  daylight,  until  they  arrived  at  a 
ten  hour  day.  Do  you  wonder  that  I 
am  counting  the  17th  day  of  July  as 
one  of  the  red  letter  days  in  my  life  in 
having  had  the  privilege  of  being  con- 
nected with  such  a  boon  to  our  people 
as  I  hope  this  will  be? 

To  flnish  the  good  work  in  July,  along 
came  a  letter  from  Vice-president  Pow- 
ers telling  me  of  the  formation  of  a 
Board,  Brother  Mat  Foley,  Chairman,  to 
represent  the  trackmen  of  the  Delaware, 
J^ckawanna  &  Western  Ry.,  and  the 
first  conference  to  discuss  the  proposed 
schedule  on  July  31st  with  Chief  Bngin- 
eer  Ray  in  Hoboken,  N.  J.  I  can  only 
hope  and  pray  that  another  peaceful 
settlement  may  be  effected  and  thus 
further  cause  for  gratitude  be  given  to 
us  that  the  Giver  of  all  good  has  gra- 
ciously blessed  our  work. 

From  St.  Louis  to  Montreal,  Montreal 
to  Savannah,  Savannah  to  Augusta,  Au- 
gusta to  St.  Louis,  would  be  a  pretty 
fair  lot  of  railroad  traveling  for  any  one 
month,  but  on  arriving  at  headquarters 
July  19th,  I  was  promptly  reminded  of 
another  trip   for   which   L-^as   booked 
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from  St.  LouiB  to  Chicago  to  attend 
a  meeting  of  tlie  Railroad  Employees' 
Department,  a  federation  of  Railway 
Brotherhoods  called  by  our  good  friend, 
Brother  Perham.  The  admission  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railway  Carmen  of 
America  had  been  opposed  in  all  its 
stages  by  the  president  of  the  Interna- 
tional Association  of  Car  IVorkers,  and 
when  the  A.  F.  of  L.  granted  a  charter 
to  tho  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Carmen 
of  America,  pending  a  hoped-for  amalga- 
mation of  the  two  Orders,  the  B.  R.  C. 
became  eligible  to  membership  in  the 
Department  and  were  admitted  in  a 
meeting  in  Chicago  in  January,  1911. 
President  Richardson  of  the  Car  Work- 
ers, who  was  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
Department,  refused  to  acknowledge  the 
vote  admitting  them,  and  on  the  meet- 
ing being  called  to  order  In  Chicago  on 
the  24  th  of  July,  and  President  Ryan 
of  the  Carmen,  on  motion  duly  made, 
seconded  and  carried,  being  seated, 
Brother  Richardson  Immediately  left  the 
meeting,  taking  the  records  of  the  De- 
partment with  him.  The  office  of  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer was  declared  vacant 
and  I  was  unanimously  elected  to  the 
office. 

I  trust  the  Department  may  ultimately 
develop  until  it  includes  all  the  railway 
Brotherhoods.  Meantime,  the  eligibles 
are  the: 

International  Brotherhood  of  Blacks 
smiths  and  Helpers. 

Brotherhood  of  Railway  Clerks. 

Switchmen's  Union  of  North  America. 

International  Brotherhood  of  Mainte- 
nance of  Way  Employees. 

International  Association  of  Steam 
Fitters  of  America. 

Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers. 

Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Freight  Hand- 
lers. 

International  Brotherhood  of  Boiler- 
makers and  Iron  Ship  Builders  and 
Helpers  of  America.. 

International  Association  of  Machin- 
ists. 

International  Association  of  Car 
Workers. 


Brotherhood  of  Railway  Carmen  of 
America. 

I  trust  the  coming  convention  of  the 
Dominion  Trades  and  Labor  Congress 
may  be  a  harmonious  and  profitable 
gathering  of  the  representatives  of  the 
wage  earners  of  the  Dominion  and  that 
its  proceedings  will  reflect  credit  on 
organized  labor  and  be  a  most  profitable 
^fathering  in  every  respect. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Pegg  intends  to 
meet  with  as  many  as  possible  of  our 
folk  at  places  where  Joint  meetings  of 
the  three  roads,  the  C.  P.  R.,  C.  N.  R. 
and  G.  T.  P.,  can  best  be  held,  and  I 
bespeak  for  him  what  I  khow  you  will 
give  him  without;  being  asked,  a  cor- 
dial welcome. 

The  July  journal  tells  you  the  result 
of  our  trip  to  Ottawa  re  lengthening  the 
sections.  The  Commission  claimed  they 
had  no  Jurisdiction  and  so  the  matter 
stopped,  as  far  as  they  were  concerned, 
but  thanks  to  the  settlement  made  in 
Montreal,  all  this  racket  was  knocked 
out,  the  sections  shortened  and  every- 
thing restored  to  its  former  state.  In- 
stead of  anybody  taking  Mr.  Leonard 
seriously,  and  the  theory  of  doing  ordi- 
nary work  on  sections  by  extra  gangs, 
the  C.  P.  R.  policy  will  continue  as  in 
the  past,  in  shortening  rather  than 
lengthening  sections,  and  this  policy  i> 
not  only  best  ior  safety,  but  is  wise 
economy. 

Rather  surprisingr  news  has  just  come 
to  hand  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Cana- 
dian Parliament  and  the  issuance  of  the 
writs  for  a  new  election  to  be*  held  Sept 
21st.  It  will  be  a  short  fight  Und  a 
merry  one,  but  will  probably  result  in 
the  return  of  the  present  government  to 
power. 

I  deem  it  a  duty  to  our  people  whose 
votes  will  help  to  decide  this  election, 
to  give  theiri  the  history  of  our  organi- 
7ation  as  it  has  been  affected  by  the 
two  parties  when  in  power.  Conserva- 
tives first,  who  held  the  reins  up  to  18S6, 
and  the  Liberals  under  Sir  Wilfred 
l^urler  up  to  date.  The  Premiers  un- 
der whom  I  tried  to  secure  a  schedule 
for  our  people  on  the^overnment  Rail- 
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ways  of  Canada,  when  the  Conserva- 
tives held  olfice,  were  Sir  M.  Bowell  and 
Sir  Chas.  Tupper. 

The  J.  P.  B.,  under  its  most  efficient 
General  Chairman,  Brother  George  W. 
Murray,  having  failed  with  the  officials 
ar  headquarters  in  Moncton,  N.  B., 
turned  the  matter  over  to  me.  I  had 
splendid  assistance  from  Mr.  Powell» 
M.  P.  from  Moncton  and  district,  and 
under  his  guidance  met  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Haggert,  Minister  of  Railways,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Foster  being  Minister  of  Finance. 
About  a  dozen  members  of  Parliament 
were  present  at  the  interview,  repre- 
senting the  constituents  covering  the 
government  railway  lines  and  being  sup- 
porters of  the  government.  It  was  a 
very  moderate  schedule,  with  three 
clauses  asking  a  slight  increase  in  pay, 
a  day  for  walking  track  on  Sunday,  and 
time  and  one-half  for  overtime.  Of 
course,  to  get  it  would  mean  recogni- 
tion. After  I  made  my  statement  to  Mr. 
Haggert,  he  asked  me  to  send  him  a 
written  statement,  which  I  did,  setting 
forth  the  many  reasons  why  our  sched- 
ule should  be  granted.  Mr.  Haggert's 
chief  objection,  at  least  the  one  he  stat- 
ed, was  a  deficit  both  in  the  operation  of 
(he  road  and  in  Mr.  Foster's  budget  for 
the  Dominion. '  This  was  in  March,  1806. 
Meantime  the  mutiny  occurred  in  the 
Cabinet  by  which  Messrs.  Foster,  Hag- 
gert .  and  others  ousted  their  Premier 
and  brought  in  Sir  Chas.  Tupper.  Hear- 
ing nothing  from  Mr.  Haggert,  I  wrote 
Chairman  Murray  to  interview  Sir 
Charles  Tupper  and  ask  an  increase  in 
pay,  which  was  done.  He  readily  prem- 
ised the  increase,  but  not  relying  too 
much  on  that,  I  wrote  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Dickey,  Minister  of  Justice  in  Sir 
Charles'  cabinet,  and  received  the  assur- 
ance that  the  principle  of  giving  the 
Increase  had  been  adopted,  although  the 
amount  had  not  been  decided  upon.  On 
June  25,  1896,  the  Conservatives  were 
turned  out  of  power,  the  Liberals  being 
returned  by  a  large  majority,  and  on 
the  26tb  I  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hag- 
j-ert's  secretary,  Mr.  Bothwell,  telling 
me  that  they  could  not  give  us  any  in- 


crease. I  did  not  answer  his  letter,  but 
went  to  interview  Mr.  Dickey  and,  plac- 
ing before  him  the  letter  assuring  me 
the  principle  of  giving  us  the  increase 
had  been  adopted,  but  the  amount  had 
not  been  'fixed,  I  asked  him  what  it 
meant.  He  said  it  mean  Just  what  it 
ftaid.  I  then  asked  "what  does  this 
mean?"  and  gave  him  the  letter  from 
Dothwell.  He  assured  me  the  latter  was 
a  mistake  and  asked  me  to  call  again, 
which  I  did  on  his  invitation,  and  was 
assured  that  the  Haggert  letter  was  a 
blunder  which  would  be  rectified,  but 
after  keeping  all  the  dates  he  set,  as 
long  as  he  made  the  appointments,  I 
finally  received  a  letter  expressing  re- 
giet  at  finding  that  they  could  not  do 
anything  different  than  Bothwell's  letter, 
and  this  was  the  last  of  Sir  Charles* 
promises.  This  ended  my  effort  to  se- 
cure a  schedule  from  the  Conservative 
party  when  in  power,  and  I  only  want 
to  give  facts  due  you  for  your  informa- 
tion. I  will  make  no  comments  except 
to  add  that  Messrs.  Foster  and  Haggert 
are  still  prominent  in  that  party,  and  if 
it  is  restored  to  power  they  will  prob- 
ably be  in  their  old  positions,  Foster 
Finance  Minister  and  Haggert  in  the 
Railway  Department 

Of  the  Liberal  Government,  under  Sir 
Wilfred  Laurier,  this  is  our  history: 
While  trying  to  secure  the  schedule  from 
the  party  in  power  in  March,  1896,  I 
also  waited  on  prominent  members  of 
the  then  opposition,  Hon.  Mr.  Wifred 
l.aurier  being  opposition  leader.  (The 
"Sir"  came  later.)  He  assured  me  not 
only  of  sympathy  while  in  opposition 
and  support  of  anything  the  government 
might  do  for  us  at  that  time,  but  also 
I-romised  if  in  power  to  give  us  an  in- 
crease in  pay  and  a  fair  working  sched- 
ule. We  speedily  put  him  and  his  gov- 
ernment to  the  test  and  our  Journal  will 
show  he  has  kept  his  word. 

Our  first  increase  in  pay  was  a  small 
one,  five  cents  per  day,  given  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Blair,  then  Minister  of  Rail- 
ways, and  when  we  next  went  up,  the 
Hod.  Mr.  Fielding  was  Acting  Minister 
and  we  received  full  recognition  and  an 


Digitized  by 


Google 


620 


THB  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


increase  in  pay  with  our  first  schedule 
from  him,  giving  us  a  good  set  of  rules. 
Mr.  Logan,  of  Cumberland,  a  good 
friend.  Introduced  a  motion  in  Parlia- 
ment to  give  section  men  |1.50  per  day. 
It  was  withdrawn  on  Sir  Wilfred's  as- 
surance he  had  met  the  officers  of  the 
Brotherhood  (our  late  president  and  my- 
self), and  had  our  consent  to  postpone 
the  matter  until  his  return  from  London, 
where  he  was  going  to  an  Imperial  con- 
ference and.  true  to  his  word,  we  short- 
ly after  met  again  the  Hon.  Mr.  Field- 
ing, again  Acting  Minister  of  Railways, 
owing  to  Mr.  Emerson's  retirement,  and 
Fure  enough,  the  |1.50  was  forthcoming. 
Since  then,  under  a  true  friend  of  the 
trackmen,  the  Hon.  G.  P.  Graham,  Min- 
ister of  Railways,  an  additional  increase 
was  given  this  year,  and  the  working 
conditions  are  as  good  as  on  any  other 
road. 

Again,  I  have  no  wish  to  be  partisan, 
but  the  history  of  our  organization  has 
closely  touched  the  two  parties,  and  in 
justice  to  the  voters,  members  of  our 
organization,  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  give 
you  these  facts,  and  I  give  them  without 
comment.  Perhaps  I  should  give  you 
another  piece  of  history  of  the  parties 
as  they  have  touched  our  organization 
and  have  affected  wage  earners  generally. 
I  refer  to  the  labor  legislation  and  the 
formation  of  a  Labor  Department*  with 
a  responsible  Minister  at  its  head,  with 
a  seat  in  the  Cabinet.  We  have  asked 
this  io  common  with  other  labor  bodies 
from  the  Conservative  government,  who 
appointed  a  Royal  Commission  to  consid- 
er and  report  on  the  matter.  They  made 
a  voluminous  report  and  there  the  mat- 
ter ended  as  far  as  they  were  concerned. 
The  T-.iberal  government  acted  and 
formed  a  Labor  Department,  first  as  an 
annex  to  the  Postofllce  Department,  and 
later  in  response  to  a  request  from  la- 
bor bodies  and  as  a  recognition  of  la- 
bor's importance  and  its  rights,  they 
formed  a  separate  Department  of  Labor 
and  gave  us  at  its  head,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
\V.  L.  Mackenzie  King,  of  whom  and  the 
Lemieux  Act,  which  have  so  greatly 
helped  us,  I  need  not  say  a  word. 


Again,  I  have  no  word  of  oomment. 
but    submit   these   facts   of   historj   to 
your  consideration,  believing  that  legis- 
lation will  be  looked  for  by  wage  eai-nen 
more  in  the  future  than  in  the  past,  mud 
the  records  of  the  parties  towards  wmge 
earners  should  be  made  known  br  aH 
As   far  as    we   are   concerned,   1    have 
placed  the  records  of  the  parties,  as  w« 
and  they  have  rubbed  shoulders,  plainly 
before  you.  My  old  advice  remains  good: 
Vote  for  the  man  who  is  in  sympathy 
with  you  and  shows  it  by  the  records 
more  than   by   any   hot  air.     Men   like 
Fielding,   Graham,  King  and  Logan,  of 
the  Liberals,  and  like  Powell  and   Mc- 
Allister, of  the  Conservative  party,  are 
safe  men  to  vote  for,  and  you  need  no 
one  to  advise  you  how  to  vote  where  a 
genuine  labor  man  takes  the  field. 

I  am  pleased  to  hear  of  the  interest 
taken  in  the  itinerary  of  Brothers  Ir^ 
win  and  Dorey  on  the  C.  P.  R.  Easten 
Lines,  and  to  learn  that  our  sensible 
fellows  approve  of  and  appreciate  the 
settlement  made  in  Montreal.  I  mar 
say,  if  the  information  has  not  already 
been  given,  that  General  Manager  Bnry 
has  notified  Chairman  Dorey  of  a  desdre 
to  meet  him  and  the  members  of  his 
Board  for  the  Western  Lines  to  discuss 
a  schedule  revision.  They  meet  in  Sep- 
tember.   Best  wishes,  boys!  *" 

What  are  you  doin^f  to  help  along  our 
ally,  the  Auxiliary?  Don't  forget  it,  nor 
fail  in  your  duty  to  the  good  sisters  who 
have  undertaken  the  duty  of  adminis- 
terin^f  its  affairs.  I  have  given  Brother 
Stout  a  free  hand  in  Maine  to  assist 
President  Smith  in  her  good  work,  and 
congratulate  Chairman  Allen  and  her 
on  the  good  work  done  in  his  territoiT. 
To  quote  our  genial  northern  or.:;anizer: 
"Let  the  good  work  go  on!"  I  mean, 
X).  v.,  to  visit  our  lodges  in  the  Sooth 
Ibis  coming  winter,  beginning  with  the 
Southern  at  Washington  and  working 
south.  I  will  try  to  have  Vice-Powell 
and  the  General  Chairman  of  the  road 
•on  which  I  may  be  visiting  at  as  many 

meetings    as    possible.     I    feel    it    is    a 
debt   Grand   Lodge    owes    to   onr    good 
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risters  and   brothers,  and  it  will   be   a 
real  pleasure  to  pay  it. 

Thanking  all  and  sundry  for  faithful 
coK)peration  and  trusting  the  work  will 
increase  and  that  the  present  member- 
ship may  know  no  break,  but  that  men 
join  us  as  a  mailer  of  principle  and  to 
stay  with  the  Order  while  they  stay 
with   their  work,  I  am, 

Yours  fraternally, 

A.  6.  Lowe, 
President. 
O- 

Claypool,  Ind. 

Dear  Readers: 

Being  an  admirer  of  the  Advocatr, 
will  endeavor  to  add  a  few  lines  that 
will  possibly  interest  someone. 

I  admire  the  Advocate,  because  of 
its  having  so  many  good  and  wholesome 
articles  that  should  be  read  by  every 
Maintenance  of  Way  employee  on  the 
f^ce  of  the  globe,  and  because  it  is  the 
production  of  our  Brotherhood  and,  likd 
the  Brotherhood,  it  is  what  we  make  it. 

Nickel  Plate  Lodge  No.  598  held  its 
last  meeting  on  July  16th.  A  very  in- 
teresting meeting  it  was,  from  the  lact 
that  we  admitted  about  nineteen  new 
members,  making  us  a  total  of  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  members.  Had 
pay  day  been  Just  before  our  meeting 
Instead  of  Just  after,  we  would  have 
had  a  number  more  applications  to  the 
union. 

Brothers,  the  thing  for  us  to  do  is  to 
hustle  all  the  time.  When  we  get  a  man 
almost  persuaded,  never  tire  in  well- 
doing, but  keep  right  after  him,  and  you 
will  lend  your  man  sooner  or  later. 

Every  man  should  appoint  himself  as 
an  agent  to  get  new  members,  and  the 
best  way  to  prepare  himself  for  the  task 
ia  to  attend  every  meeting  of  the  lodge 
and  thereby  keep  in  touch  with  the 
teachings  of  the  Brotherhood.  The  man 
that  is  a  good  Brotherhood  man,  and 
practices  the  teachings  of  the  Order,  is 
a  better  man  for  the  railroad  company 
than  the  man  who  is  careless  and  in- 
different, and  does  not  care  about  his 
own   interests   or,   in    other   words,   the 


man  who  is  careless  and  indifferent 
about  his  own  affairs  is  not  a  fit  man 
to  be  Intrusted  by  the  railroad  company 
to  look  after  their  interests. 

Brothers,  let  us  first  remember  that 
in  union  there  is  strength  unbounded, 
and  that  as  long  as  we  try  to  go  through 
this  world,  every  man  for  himself,  there 
will  never  be  anything  accomplished  for 
the  betterment  of  our  conditions. 

Then  we  must  have  co-operation 
among  our  members,  and  all  pull  togeth- 
er, for  it  is  to  the  same  end  that  we 
are  striving  to  obtain.  By  so  doing,  we 
will  be  able  to  reap  the  harvest  from 
the  seed  that  we  have  already  sown. 

But  more  important  than  all  is  the 
fact  that  we  must  be  in  harmony  with 
each  other,  and  instead  of  tn'ing  to 
down  our  brother,  let  us  consider  first 
where  the  fault  lies,  and  then  act  ac- 
cordingly.    Harmony   must   prevail. 

So,  brothers,  let  us  unionize,  and  not 
forget  that  co-operation  and  harmony  is 
the   secret  of  success. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

E.   E.    V. 


E.  River,  N.  S. 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt  to  write 
to  the  Advocate,  I  hope  that  the  editor 
will  kindly  excuse  and  correct  any  mis- 
takes. 

I  read  all  the  letters  in  the  Advocatk, 
but  have  failed  to  see  any  from  E.  River, 
and  very  few  from  any  of  the  members 
of  Lodge  528,  in  which  all  of  our  sec- 
tion men  hold  membership.  I  do  not 
think  they  have  held  many  meetings  this 
year. 

Now,  boys,  wake  up.  We  are  on  the 
last  half  of  the  year.  Hustle,  boys,  and 
hold  a  meeting,  if  for  nothing  else  than 
to  give  thanks  for  the  raise  of  pay.  If 
you  have  not  the  time,  borrow  the  Bridge- 
water  boys'  watches.  You  cannot  except 
help  unless  you  help  yourselves.  Where 
are  our  Journal  agent's  letters?  Surely 
holding  a  heavy  weight  on  his  knee  did 
not  affect  his  pen  hand.  Hurry  around 
and  write  something  for  the  dear  old 
Advocate. 
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Section  Foreman  Graves  and  his  men 
had  a  hot  time  last  month  fighting  fires. 
They  fought  lii^e  good  fellows,  which  they 
surely  are. 

Well,  I  guess  the  editor  will  be  getting 
tired  of  my  chew,  so  will  ring  off,  and  if 
this  escapes  the  waste  basket  I  will  come 
again.     Yours  truly,         "East  River." 


Bridgcwater,  Mc. 

As  this  is  my  second  letter  to  the  Advo- 
cate, I  hope  the  editor  will  touch  it  up  a 
little  where  necessary. 

We  were  all  very  glad  to  see  Brother 
Stout,  who  came  along  at  a  time  when 
we  most  needed  a  helping  hand.  We 
found  him  as  fierce  as  a  lion,  yet  as 
peaceful  as  a  lamb,  and  you  all  know 
that  this  is  the  kind  of  men  we  want  to 
see  out  this  way.  I  am  glad  he  has  tuned 
us  up  a  little,  and  am  in  hopes  we  will 
all  be  in  line  by  the  first  of  next  year. 
I  trust  the  members  of  Lodge  No.  286 
will  not  think  I  have  been  sleeping,  only 
just  a  little  thoughtless.  Fraternally 
yours.  Journal  Agent. 

. O- 

Higgins,  W.  Va. 

I  am  very  glad  to  write  these  few  lines 
to  the  Advocate,  as  I  have  never  written 
before,  and  I  find  so  many  really  interest- 
ing letters  in  it. 

My  father  was  a  laborer  for  about 
twenty  years  under  H.  T.  Corker,  but  he 
is  now  a  section  foreman  and  has  been 
for  three  years  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
Ry.  He  is  also  a  brotherhood  man,  hold- 
ing membership  in  Lodge  No.  102.  He 
has  a  good  section  and  a  good  gang  of 
men.  I  trust  the  Brotherhood  will  have 
good  success  In  securing  increases  in 
wages  for  foremen  and  men  so  that  sec- 
tion foremen  can  employ  white  man. 

I  hope  you  will  kindly  correct  any  er- 
rors and  print  this  in  the  Advocatk. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  every  success, 
I  remain,     Yours  truly, 

CrAITD    H.    WOODRUM. 

(Letter  received  too  late  for  publica- 
tion in  August' Advocate) 


Columbus  Grove,  Ohio. 

Afl  the  boys  of  Ottawa  Lodge  No.  iU 
have  been  asking  why  the  Adva>ce  Advo- 
cate did  not  have  a  letter  in  it  from 
Lodge  484  on  the  C,  H.  &  D.  Ry^  I 
thought  I  would  write  a  few  lines  anl 
trust  our  journal  agent  will  be  able  lo 
write  in  the  near  future,  as  the  nortt 
division  will  soon  be  solid  and  onr  jour 
nal  agent  may  not  realize  the  fact  that 
we  took  in  32  new  members  at  the  last 
two  meetings  and  we  have  15  applica 
tions  for  the  next  meeting,  which  I  ihint: 
is  doing  pretty  well.  I  hope  the  good 
brothers  will  rush  the  good  work  along^ 

Vice-President  H.  A.  Vurpia  called  on 
us  at  our  last  meeting  and  gave  us  a 
good  talk.  We  expect  to  have  the  C.  H. 
&  D.  system  solid  before  very  Ion?.  Fra 
temally  yours.     Certificate  No.  A-2729i 

Pounding  Mill,  Va. 

I  trust  the  editor  will  allow  me  a 
small  space  for  a  few  lines.  I  am  a  poor 
scribe,  not  having  had  the  advantage  of 
a  good  education  as  some  have. 

I  have  been  a  member  of  the  1.  B.  of 
M.  of  W.  E.  for  more  than  six  years.  I 
am  employed  in  the  B.  &  B.  department 
of  the  N.  &  W.  Ry.  for  about  nine  years 
and  I  can  see  a  great  difference  Ib  the 
wages  paid  and  in  the  conditions  under 
which  we  now  work,  which  are  greatly  lo 
our  benefit,  and  no  other  cause  ha^ 
brought  it  about  that  I  can  see  but  our 
organization  of  the  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  E. 
I  think  it  is  a  grand  order,  and  if  ve 
will  only  live  closer  to  its  teachings  w^ 
will  be  better  off.  We  have  a  very  gowl 
gang  of  21  men,  and  19  of  them  are  pai^l 
up  and  in  good  standing,  which  is  very 
nice,  but  I  am  afraid  there  are  none  of 
us  who  take  the  interest  we  should  and 
attend  the  lodge  meetings  as  often  as  ve 
might.  We  have  not  a  very  good  chance 
often,  as  we  are  away  from  home  all  of 
the  time,  and  when  we  do  go  home  ve 
want  to  stay  with  our  wives  and  families 
and  have  but  little  time  to  go  to  the  ball 
where  they  hold  meetings,  so  I  think  ve 
are  excusable,  don't  you? 
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We  have  had  a  very  hot  and  dry  sea- 
son this  year,  and  the  hot  weather  has 
scorched  me,  too,  but  the  dry  weather, 
of  course,  has  been  good  for  our  work,  as 
we  have  been  taking  out  old  iron  and 
putting  in  new.  Our  work  for  the  past 
four  years  has  been  mostly  all  iron.  We 
are  thinking  the  company  should  even  up 
with  us  in  a  little  while.  We  know  it  is 
making  good  money  for  it  has  most  of 
the  road  double  tracked  now  and  in  good 
shape,  and  it  has  the  large  engines  and 
is  hauling  mileage  trains  where  it  used 
to  haul  tonnage  trains  through.  The 
freight  traffic  has  been  dull  for  a  little 
while,  but  I  £hink  it  is  getting  better  now. 

Well,  Mr.  Editor,  if  by  chance  you  will 
let  this  escape  the  waste  basket  and 
please  line  up  and  fill  in  this  letter,  if  it 
can  be  done,  as  I  was  ashamed  of  myself 
and  the  other  brothers,  for  I  never  saw 
a  letter  from  any  of  them,  and  I  thought 
I  would  try  to  writ^  one,  and  hoping  I 
have  not  wearied  you,  I  remain.  Fra- 
ternally yours,  W.  F.  A. 
<>• 

Higgins,  W.  Va. 

As  this  is  my  second  letter  to  the  Advo- 
cate, I  hope  it  win  not  fly  to  the  waste 
basket  before  you  read  it. 

I  want  to  tell  you  all  that  I  am  a  deaf 
mute.  I  go  to  school  at  Romney  again. 
I  win  go  to  school  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
th6  next  two  years,  as  I  am  very  eager 
to  learn  all  I  can,  as  I  realize  the  neces- 
sity of  education. 

Hugh  Somtard  is  a  deaf  mute,  too.  His 
father  is  a  section  foreman  in  Richwood, 
W.  Va.  I  suppose  Hugh  will  read  this 
in  the  Advocate.  »• 

The  C.  &  O.  is  endeavoring  to  save  all 
the  money  it  can  by  cutting  off  work  on 
the  sections,  using  the  money  to  pay  the 
men  who  are  working  at  the  electrical 
signals  in  the  west  of  this  state.  Mr.  B. 
C.  Cartwright  is  foreman  of  the  signals 
for  the  C.  &  O.,  and  is  now  at  Concord, 
Ky.  When  we  boys  think  of  the  hand- 
some wages  he  receives,  it  makes  us  very 
enyioue.  > 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  great  success, 
I  remain,  Claud  H.  Woodrum. 


Lodge  241,  Houlton,  Me. 

Again  I  will  try  to  pen  a  few  lines  for 
the  Advocati:,  hoping  to  see  this  report  in 
our  next  issue.  Somt  of  the  brothers 
have  already  awakened,  as  two  other  re- 
ports beside  my  own  were  in  the  June  is- 
sue.   Let  there  be  more. 

Since  my  last  letter  to  the  Advocate 
our  J.  P.  B.  has  met  and  after  having 
our  schedule  under  consideration  for  the 
past  three  months,  our  board  decided  to 
sign  the  old  present  schedule  for  another 
year,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
changes  in  the  rules,  which  is  not  of 
much  importance,  but  in  connection  with 
our  schedule.  This  year  the  manage- 
ment  granted  a  $2  raise,  which  affects 
the  first  man  of  four  yard  crews  at  Maine 
Junction,  Milo  Junction,  Millinocket  and 
Houlton. 

This  is  not  very  much,  but  is  a  little. 
It  was  not  incorporated  in  our  schedule, 
but  is  an  outside  affair.  The  manage- 
ment made  the  offer  and  it  was  accepted 
by  us  and  we  are  in  hopes  that  by  the 
time  another  year  rolls  around  that  we 
shall  have  this  incorporated  in  our  sched- 
ule, or  even  more,  that  every  man  may 
receive  an  increase  in  pay.  I  will  say 
every  means  possible  has  been  resorted 
to  outside  a  strike  to  procure  a  raise  in 
pay  by  your  committee  this  year.  First, 
by  placing  our  demand  in  the  hands  of 
the  State  Board  of  Arbitration  and  Con- 
ciliation for  their  consideration  and  hav- 
ing been  about  four  months  in  their 
hands,  the  committee  decided  to  with- 
draw from  them,  seeing  that  some  point 
in  their  investigation  with  the  manage- 
ment was  not  satisfactory  to  our  com- 
mittee. 

Our  organization  on  the  Bangor  A 
Aroostook  was  not  in  the  condition  we 
would  like  to  have  seen  it,  so  on  June 
22  and  23  our  J.  P.  B.  met  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  whole  matter,  and  as 
mentioned  before  in  this  letter,  the  old 
schedule  was  signed  for  1911.  This  was 
done  for  the  benefit  of  our  men  as  a 
whole.  Please  let  it  be  understood  by 
every  man  in  the  Maintenance  of  Way 
Department    that    during^  th^^^l^ 
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years  nothing  has  been  lost,  and  we  have 
bettered  in  our  rules  to  some  extent  and 
this  year  procured  the  |2  raise  for  fore- 
man of  crews.  This  is  not  much,  but  bet- 
ter to  advance  tham  to  retreat.  Let  there 
be  no  jealousy  or  hard  feeling  on  account 
of  only  foremen  getting  a  raise.  Every- 
body smile  and  go  on  and  perhaps  by 
this  time  ^ext  year  every  one  will  be 
Jubilant  over  the  raise.  Let  every  man 
be  a  man  and  stick  to  the  Brotherhood, 
for  it  is  through  this  organization  that 
you  are  getting  what  you  are.  Please 
bear  this  in  mind,  B.  &  A.  boys.  I  believe 
by  this  time  next  year  it  will  be  90  and 
lOO  per  cent. 

Our  old  friend,  Brother  A.  F.  Stout, 
is  to  go  over  the  road  from  one  end  to 
the  other  and  do  solid  worlc,  which  I  be- 
lieve he  is  capable  of  doing.  He  already 
informs  me  he  has  been  very  successful. 
After  he  has  done  the  good  work,  let 
every  man  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder 
and  everything  will  come  out  all  right 

I  think  after  Brother  Stout  has  com- 
pleted his  tour  of  the  road,  it  was  de 
cided  by  the  J.  P.  B.  that  the  General 
Chairman  should  visit  every  lodge  on 
the  system,  so  please  look  out  in  the 
near  future,  for  I  shall  be  coming  along 
to  visit  you,  but  due  notice  will  be  given 
as  to  the  dates  I  will  be  able  to  come. 
Yours  in  B.,  L.  and  U., 

JNO.  Turner,  Jr. 
General  Chairman. 

O 

Cripple  Creek,  Colo. 

Since  all  of  our  craft  in  the  West  are 
silent  or  else  troubled  with  the  blues  on 
account  of  the  high  price  of  spuds,  I  will, 
with  the  editor's  permission,  undertake 
to  scribble  a  few  lines  to  our  dear  old 

ADVOCATE. 

I  noticed  in  our  last  issue  of  a  great 
many  roads  in  Canada  that  have  granted 
good  terms  to  their  Maintenance  of  Way 
boys,  and  also  the  Southeastern  roads  are 
coming  across. 

Now  the  cost  of  living  between  these 
parts  of  the  continent  and  the  West  are 
not  very  much  different,  and  If  there  is 


any  difference  it  is  in  favor  of  U»e  formftf 
place. 

Our  boys  in  the  West  seem  satisfled*  aa 
I  suppose  silence  gives  consent    Other 
wise  they  would  be  kicking,  but  unforto- 
nately  on  account  of  lack  of  organizatloD 
they  will  have  to  saw  wood  for  fear  the 
Greek  boys  would  do  them  out  of  their 
jobs.     Well,  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  they  will  awaken  and  find  this  the 
case.     There  is  an  old  saying,  "If  you 
make  a  hard  bed  for  yourseW,  you  can 
blame  no  one  for  having  to  He  on  it" 
Our  boys  in  the  West  seem  to  have  had 
the  wind  knocked  out  of  them  by  the 
manager  of  the  D.  &  R.  Ry.  some  time 
ago.    This  should  be  a  hint  to  those  who 
did  not  get  killed  in  battle  to  try  once 
more  and  get  together  and  show  the  de- 
scendant of  Tige  that  the  order  was  like 
the  rock  of  Peter;  the  powers  of  an  up- 
start could   not   prevail   against  it,   but 
they  will  keep  chewing  the  rag  until  the 
Japs^  will  show  up  at  the  box  some  mono 
ing  with  a  letter  and  a  man  in  it  and 
then  it  will  be,  what  good  Is  the  M.  of  W. 
E.,  and  why  should  it  be  brothers?    A 
man  who  is  too  cowardly  to  assist  in  bis 
own  independence  does  not  deserve  assist- 
ance from  any  quarter.     Boy«,  wake  up! 
Just  look  at  those  men  in  the  train  serf- 
ice,  and  how  they  are  paid-^three  to  live 
bucks  for  ten  hours  and  overtime.    They 
are  not  afraid  to  tackle  the  management 
and  dictate  their  terms  like  men  in  rea- 
son,  and   if  not  granted,  there   will  he 
something  doing. 

With  best  wishes,  I  remali).  .  Frater 
nally  yours,  T,  P.  & 

K> 

Marquette,  Mich. 

As  I  have  never  written  anything  to 
the  Advooate  for  some  time,  I  would  like 
to  say  a  few  words  to  the  men  on  the 
D.,  S.  S.  A  A.  Ry.,  as  some  of  them  are 
in   arrears  for  their  dues. 

Now,  Mr.  Backslider,  I  suppose  yon 
think  you  have  done  the  right  thing.  Yon 
have  saved  |3.00,  bnt  if  our  order  was 
composed  of  such  men  as  you  are»  your 
family  would  suffer  for  your  folly  he- 
cause  our  wage.^wo^^f«|«c.4  ^ 
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iueleotl  of  saving  $3.00  in  duM  each  six 
montlis  you  would  probably  lose  $25  or 
more  in  wages.  I  know  you  do  not  want 
to  lose  |25  in  your  wages,  but  I  am  glad 
to  say  there  are  enough  sensible  men  in 
the  order  on  the  D.,  S.  S.  A  A.  Ry.  to 
hold  up  together  and  let  me  tell  you 
something,  Mr.  Backslider  and  Mr.  Non, 
if  such  you  are,  now  is  the  time  we 
should  stick  together,  for  if  our  chain  gets 
weak,  it  is  nearly'  always  sure  to  be 
broken,  and  then  we  would  be  put  back 
to  where  we  were  before  we  had  a  union 
on  the  D.,  S.  S.  A  A.  Ry. 

Your  check  would  be  very  small  then, 
and  .then  you  would  scratch  your  head 
and  grumble  about  the  times  being  hard, 
but  some  people  do  not  use  their  heads 
for  anything  except  as  a  knot  to  keep 
their  collars  from  slipping  oft  their 
necks,  and  the  man  who  has  not  sense 
enough  to  help  himself  or  family  is  cer- 
tainly one  of  this  class.  Now,  Mr.  Non 
and  Mr.  Backslider,  place  yourself  In  good 
standing  as  quickly  as  possible,  for  you 
are  paying  the  way  for  a  lower  wage 
scale. 

I  must  say  I  believe  the  boys  on  the 
D.,  S.  S.  &  A.  Ry.  are  a  good  set  of  boys. 
However,  they  are  perhaps  like  a  great 
many  others;  they  do  not  take  the  in- 
terest they  should  in  the  work  of  organi- 
zation. 

I  guess  I  had  better  close  for  this  time, 
or  the  waste  basket  will  be  full  of  paper. 
Yours  In  B.,  L.  and  U., 
JoiTSNAL  Agent. 

K> 

Bellevue,  Ohio. 

Nickel  Plate  Lodge  No.  698  held  iU 
regular  meeting  at  Fort  Wayne  on  July 
16,  1911.  Twenty-four  nvembers  were 
present  Not  a  very  good  turnout,  bro- 
thers. It  would  not  be  a  very  easy  run- 
ning handcar  if  it  were  run  without  a 
man  on  to  pump  it  Let  us  come  In  and 
see  what  we  can  do  toward  getting  there 
August  20.    Don't  forget-  the  date. 

Brother  McAneny  Is  a  handy  man  on 
the  ladder.  He  puts  me  in  mind  of  the 
old  song:  "There  goes  Jumbo  through  the 
wUiow."   When  he  started  up  the  ladder 


to  go  through  th«  wiudow  to  unlock  the 
door.  Brother  McAneny  got  mixed  up  on 
his  keys,  so  the  boys  were  locked  out  for 
a  little  while. 

I  want  to  tell  you  what  we  did  this  last 
June  as  to  surfacing  and  putting  in  ties 
between  Bellevue  and  Fort  Wayne.  There 
were  13,192  new  ties  put  in,  34,895  feet 
of  new  rails  laid  and  13,683  feet  of  sur- 
facing done,  all  main  track  work.  We 
hope  to  do  better  this  month  if  the  weath- 
er permits.  We  are  having  nice  weather 
now,  if  it  only  keeps  up. 

We  are  having  a  lot  of  fires  this  month 
along  the  right  of  way,  burning  up  lots 
of  grain  and  hay  for  the  farmers.  This 
makes  considerable  work  and  very  hot 
work,  too,  sometimes. 

I  see  a  nice  letter  from  the  journal 
agent  this  month,  also  from  the  Oakwood 
brother.  I  hope  they  will  come  again,  as 
I  like  to  read  letters.  If  all  the  brothers 
would  write  what  a  big,  fat  Advocate  we 
would  have  to  read.  I  will  not  bother 
the  editor  with  any  more  of  this  junk,  so 
stop  the  car,  men,  and  we  will  go  home. 
Yours  in  B.,  L.  and  U., 
Cebtificate  No.  A-18658. 

K> 

I^aggctt,  Mich. 

Not  seeing  any  letters  in  the  Advocate 
from  Lodge  522,  I  thought  I  would  write 
a  few  lines  and  this  being  my  first  at- 
tempt, I  hope  it  will  not  be  thrown  aside. 

Our  lodge  held  its  regular  meeting  at 
Iron  River  on  Sunday,  July  30,  some  40 
members  being  present.  We  would  have 
had  a  much  larger  attendance,  but  the 
roadmaster  on  Subdivision  No.  3  would 
not  furnish  passes. 

Well,  brothers.  Lodge  522  is  climbing 
with  each  meeting  and  we  keep  getting 
stronger  in  numbers,  but  still  there  are  a 
number  on  the  Peninsular  Division  who 
are  not  yet  members. 

Now,  boys,  those  of  you  who  are  hang- 
ing back,  sit  up  and  take  notice.  Put 
your  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  help  us 
push  her  along.  Don't  be  hanging  back 
and  pulling  against  us.  We  need  you, 
for  we  have  to  be  as  strong  as  we  possibly 
can,  then  we  should  have  easy  going, 
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nnd  to  those  who  aie  already  members 
1  would  say  do  not  be  discouraged  be- 
cause we  could  not  accomplish  much  in 
the  way  of  getting  an  agreement  with 
our  employers  as  yet,  but  we  will  get  It 
some  day,  and  then  those  fellows  who 
have  been  hanging  back  and  standing  idly 
by  seeing  you  fight  it  out,  will  wish  they 
could  say  as  we  can,  "I  had  my  shoulder 
-to  the  wheel  and  helped  push  it  along." 

Our  next  mfeeting  will  be  held  at  Mari- 
nette and  I  think  we  will  have  quite  a 
large  attendance. 

Wishing  our  Brotherhood  success  and 
prosperity,  I  remain.  Yours  In  B.,  L. 
and  U.,  Certificate  A-26815. 

-O- 

Dungannon,  Va. 

I  have  thought  of  writing  to  the  dear 
old  Advocate  for  some  time.  I  have  read 
some  very  interesting  letters  from  the 
members  on  the  various  roads,  and  it 
does  me  good  to  see  the  interest  that  our 
people  are  taking  in  the  good  work. 

The  men  on  the  C,  C.  A  O.  Ry.  are  now 
getting  in  line.  I  have  been  working  on 
this  road  as  section  foreman  for  18 
months,  and  I  am  well  pleased  with  my 
position  because  we  have  a  fair  set  of 
officials  to  work  under  who  treat  their 
men  very  nicety. 

I  had  the  privilege  of  serving  on  a 
committee  that  obtained  a  contract,  ef- 
fective May  28,  1911. 

The  laborers  on  the  section  previous  to 
this  were  getting  $1.10  per  day,  and  the 
contract  gave  them  $1.25  on  part  of  the 
Virginia  Division.  Section  foremen  on 
the  main  line  were  getting  $65  per  month 
and  they  now  get  $58,  and  yard  foremen 
j:,ot  $60.  The  foremen's  raise  extends  over 
the  entire  system.  We  are  well  pleased 
with  our  raise,  and  are  looking  for  bet- 
ler  things  in  the  future. 

Brother  W.  S.  Powell,  Second  Vice- 
President,  was  with  the  committee  and  it 
helped  us  very  much  in  getting  the  con- 
tract signed  up  by  the  officials.  I  think 
Brother  Powell  is  doing  a  great  work  in 
the  South  for  the  craft.  He  left  Erwln, 
Tenn..  with  many  friends  to  think  of 
him  after  he  was  gone.     Even  General 


Manager  M.  J.  Caples  and  SuperinteDdent 
h.  H.  Phettaplace  would  meet  with  Mr. 
Powell  at  any  time  with  a  smile  and  i 
kind  word.  During  our  session  eyery* 
thing  worked  In  perfect  harmony  while 
in  the  superintendent's  office  and  also  Id 
the  committee  room. 

Well,  brothers,  I  would  like  to  read 
some  more  letters  from  you  who  are  now 
working  on  the  C,  C.  &  O.,  and  also  the 
N.  &  W.  I  love  the  N.  A  W.  men,  be- 
cause I  was  once  one  of  them.  Brothers, 
keep  your  dues  paid  up  and  get  an  up-to- 
date  card  in  your  pocket,  so  that  you  may 
be  ready  at  any  time  for  the  test. 

Well,  as  this  is  my  first  letter  to  the 
Advocate,  I  will  close,  and  if  this  escapes 
the  waste  basket  I  will  come  again. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  craft,  I  remain, 
Yours  in  B.,  L.  and  U.,         J.  E.  Evans. 

. K> 

Bumsville,  Ala. 

As  I  have  never  written  a  letter  to  the 
Advocate,  I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines 
to  let  the  brothers  know  how  things  are 
going  on  this  part  of  the  Mobile  Division 
of  the  Southern  Railway. 

Boys,  we  are  right  up  against  some- 
thing tough.  We  have  eight  miles  o( 
main  line  to  the  section  between  Marion 
Junction  and  Brierfield,  ^here  the  traffic 
is  the  heaviest  on  the  Mobile  Division, 
with  only  sixty-five  dollars  to  the  section 
for  labor  per  month,  and  now  is  the  time 
we  need  the  most  of  the  labor,  for  most 
of  our  track  is  on  «lirt,  and  it  will  soon 
be  too  late  to  surface  and  timber  dirt 
track,  and  our  right  of  way  will  have  to  be 
cut,  as  some  of  it  has  not  been  cut  in  two 
years  and  the  track  to  be  grassed  off,  and 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  we  will  stand  s 
poor  hand  this  fall  when  the  inspection 
takes  place.  However.  I  believe  that  with 
the  exception  of  myself  that  the  boys 
will  do  as  much  with  the  money  they 
are  allowed  as  any  set  of  men  on  any 
railroad. 

A  few  words  in  regard  to  our  officials. 
We  have  a  good  set  of  officials  to  work 
for.  They  seem  to  sympathize  with  us, 
and  where  a  man  will  do  his  duty  he  will 
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not  have  any  trouble  as  to  getting  along 
with  them. 

I  think  the  Brotherhood  is  a  grand 
thing.  We  have  a  brother  on  this  di- 
vision that  has  been  unable  to  do  any- 
thing for  some  three  of  four  months  and 
on  account  of  continued  sickness  in  his 
family,  he  has  been  in  bad  circumstances 
financially.  T^he  brothers  have  been  very 
liberal  in  donating  to  him  while  out  of 
employment  on  account  of  injuries  sus- 
tained. I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  return 
to  work  in  the  near  future. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter,  I  will  close 
by  asking  more  of  the  brothers  who  are 
better  scribes  than  I  to  write,  aud  by 
asking  the  editor  to  correct  all  mistakes 
and  get  this  in  shape  for  the  press. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  members  and 
for  the  good  of  the  order,  I  am.  Yours  fra- 
ternally,                                      W.  A.  IX)NO. 
H> 

Blackville,  S.  C. 

Hello,  girls  and  boys.  I  am  trying 
again  to  get  space  in  the  dear  old  Advo- 
cate, as  I  have  not  written  for  some  time. 

We  have  just  received  the  July  issue, 
and  I  enjoyed  reading  the  many  nice  let- 
ters from  the  girls  and  boys,  but  did  not 
see  many  from  the  girls  and  boys  on  this 
division.  Wake  up!  Don't  let  the  other 
girls  get  ahead  of  you. 

I  am  expecting  to  go  to  see  my  sister 
real  soon,  and  I  know  I  will  have  a  fine 
time,  for  she  has  three  sweet  little  chil- 
dren. 

We  are  having  plenty  of  watermelon 
and  canteloupe  now,  as  they  are  loading 
from  our  station. 

I  have  received  many  beautiful  post 
cards  since  I  wrote  to  the  Advocate,  and 
I  wish  to  thank  all  who  sent  them. 

I  guess  I  would  better  ring  off  now  and 
allow  space  for  someone  else  who  can 
write  more  interesting  letters  than  I.  If 
I  see  this'ln  print  I  will  come  again. 

I  would  like  to  exchange  post  cards 
with  anyone  who  will  exchange  with  me. 

Wishing  much  success  to  the  Brother- 
hood and  Auxiliary,  l  remain,  Sincerely 
yours,  BLANciiK  Hartin. 


Louisville,  Miss. 

Hello,  good  brothers!  How  about  your 
up-to-date  working  card?  I  have  mine, 
and  also  a  copy  of  the  July  Advocate.  I 
know  a  number  of  you  old  grouches  and 
for^ettos  are  behind  just  the  same  as  you 
were  one  year  ago.  What  are  you  going 
to  do  when  the  day  of  final  judgment 
comes?  Will  you  go  to  St.  Peter  and  say, 
**I  forgot  to  pray?"  No!  You  will  hang 
your  head  with  shame  and  not  utter  a 
word.  What  a  glorious  time  we  will  have 
when  all  employes  on  the  railways  of  this 
continent — North  America — are  gathered 
in  one  great  body  of  Brotherhood  men  co- 
working  one  with  the  other. 

Now,  I  know  about  all  the  old-timers 
on  about  six  lines  of  railway,  and  I  have 
heard  old  men's  groucho  talk.  You  will 
come  out  in  the  spring  with  your  new 
coat  and  pay  up  your  dues,  then  when 
the  sun  shines  hot  in  June  and  July  you 
crawl  back  in  the  shade  and  say  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Brotherhood  has  never  done 
a  thing  and  never  will.  In  the  name  of 
peace,  how  can  they  ever  accomplish  any- 
thing when  they  know  you  are  to<y  weak- 
kneed  to  even  want  to  assist  them? 

Brothers,  if  you  ever  expect  to  be  of 
any  profit  to  your  family  and  country,  get 
out  and  be  bold  and  willing  to  work  to- 
gether, for  the  members  of  the  O.  R.  C, 
B.  R.  T.  and  B.  L.  &  E.  men  are  with  us 
if  we  stick  up  for  our  rights  and  hold 
up  our  heads.    Yours  in  B.,  L.  and  U., 

L.  B.  Gabdneb. 
O 

Bluff  City,  Tenn. 

Just  a  word  to  the  Aevocate  from  the 
scrapper  down  here  on  the  Southern 
Railway  on  the  Knoxville  Division.  The 
reason  I  say  "from  the  scrapper"  is  be- 
cause it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  go  over 
the  subdivision  once  a  month  and  clean 
up  all  scrap  gathered  up  by  the  other 
foremen  during  the  month.  The  scrap 
gathered  on  the  Southern  each  month 
means  a  big  money  saving  to  the  com- 
pany. 

Our  ^perintendent  and  roadmaster, 
and  also  the  supervisor,  are  each  of  them 
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always  alert,  working  in  the  interest  of 
the  company  to  save  wherever  they  find 
it  possible  for  them  to  do  so.  These  offi- 
cials are  also  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  the  men  under  them.  They  show  their 
interest  by  advising  from  time  to  time 
the  ways  and  means  of  keeping  our  sec- 
tions neat  and  tidy,  and  I  believe  that 
every  employe  appreciates  the  kindness 
of  our  officials,  but,  brothers,  we  have 
some  scrap  to  gather  that  the  officials 
will  not  tell  us  to  pick  up  and  we  need 
not  look  to  them  to  issue  any  orders  with 
regard  to  it  because  it  is  our  scrap  and 
we  should  look  after  it  ourselves  without 
any  instructions  to  do  so.  I  doubt  wheth- 
^er  some  of  it  will  ever  be  picked  up  be- 
cause it  has  been  lost  so  long  and  is  now 
buried  so  deep  in  the  mud  that  the  rust 
has  almost  eaten  it  up  and  I  am  afraid 
that  when  we  get  it  out  perhaps  we  may 
be  at  a  loss  to  find  any  sale  for  it 

Brothers,  I  certainly  feel  sorry  for 
these  near-sighted  men  because  the  track 
department  requires  a  long-headed  and  a 
long-sighted  foreman;  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  the  head  getting  too  long,  but 
the  sight  never  does.  You  can  tell  a 
man  who  is  near-sighted  when  you  ride 
over  his  section.  You  can  see  the  sags 
in  the  surface  and  line  of  his  track.  To 
make  a  good  surface  and  line  it  takes  a 
man  that  can  see  more  than  30  feet 
ahead  of  him,  and,  boys,  that  is  just 
what  it  takes  to  make  a  good  Brother- 
hood man.  So  let  us  all  get  down  to  busi- 
ness and  get  to  surfacing  and  lining  and 
see  if  we  cannot  better  our  own  surfac- 
ing all  over  the  entire  system.  For  my 
self,  I  have  a  very  bad  piece  of  broken 
line  and  surface  to  work  on  and  I  don't 
know  whether  I  can  handle  it  or  not,  but 
I  am  aiming  to  give  it  one  more  trial. 

I  certainly  cannot  tell  why  any  man 
claiming  to  be  a  good,  sound^minded 
man  can  have  or  put  up  any  excuse  what- 
ever after  he  sees  the  good  the  organiza- 
tion has  done  for  us.  He  ca^  see  how 
much  better  our  conditions  are  now  than 
they  were  ten  years  ago,  and  if  they 
would  all  come  in,  Just  think  how  much 
better  things  still  would  be,  because  when 


we  send  our  committee  before  the  mu- 
agement  there  would  be  no  room  (or 
doubt,  and  we  could  get  Just  what  we 
asked  for  in  reason. 

Brothers,  Just  stot>  and  think  for  a  mo-  ^ 
ment  how  our  wages  compare  with  tboie 
of  the  men  in  the  transportation  depart- 
ment today;  even  a  little  old  flag  boj 
drawing  |110  per  month  and  not  reapon 
sible  for  anything  comparatively  to  irliat 
the  poor,  old,  slavish,  wom-ont  aad 
broken  down  section  foreman  gets.  It 
makes  me  feel  Just  like  a  poor  castaway 
child  that  has  neither  father  nor  motber 
and  is  homeless.  When  I  see  bow  the 
trainmen  can  dress  up  their  families  and 
can  have  a  little  pocket  money  to  spend 
in  visiting  the  springs,  it  looks  as  thoogb 
life  were  worth  living  with  them  and 
when  I  step  into  my  own  home  and  look 
around  at  my  poor,  castaway  family  I 
can  hardly  keep  from  sinking  £d  my 
tracks,  for  my  poor  heart  is  stricken 
with  grief.  God  of  heaven  knows  1  have 
Just  as  much  love  for  my  poor  little  fam- 
ily as  any  man  under  the  bright  canopy 
of  heaven,  and,  brothers,  if  my  work  Is 
not  worth  as  much  to  the  company  as  tbe 
little  flagman,  I  must  say  that  it  is  not 
worth  much. 

Why  do  we  stand  back  now  instead  of 
asking  for  more  money  after  we  bsie 
organized  ourselves  and  are  in  a  poaitiOD 
to  get  something  for  our  work,  then  P^ 
stop  trying  as  if  we  were  getting  & 
g:ood  sale  for  our  labor.  This  shows 
there  is  something  wrong  with  our  eyc^ 
sight  or  our  brains,  but  I  think  tf  we 
can  Jnst  be  successful  and  get  the  cats 
ract  removed  from  our  sight  that  we 
can  see  clearly  as  to  what  step  to  take, 
and  I  am  certain  the  company  wants  to 
see  a  man  stand  up  for  his  rights,  bnt 
if  he  has  not  the  manhood  about  him  to 
stand  up  for  his  rights,  they  know  he 
will  not  do  the  right  thing  for  tbem. 
either.  So,  boys,  do  not  fail  to  stand  np 
for  your  rights,  both  for  ourselves  and 
for  the  company. 

I  will  close  for  this  time,  and  hope  that 
this  will  miss  the  wa^te  basket  I  remain. 
Yours  in  B.,  L  and  U.,  J.  K  W. 
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WUls,  W.  Va. 

August  14,  191L 
Dear  Boys  and  Girls:     I  am  a  little 
boy  six  years  old.     My  papa  is  a  sec- 
tion foreman  on  the  Radford  Division  of 
tlie  N.  4b  W.    He  is  a  Brotherhood  man 
and  he  thinks  it  is  a  fine  order.    I  have 
two  brothers.    We  live  near  our  grand- 
ma's.    We  have  a  fine  time.     1  would 
like  to  exchange  post  cards  with  any  of 
the  little  boys  or  girls  that  wish  to  write 
If  this  letter  does  not  reach  the  waste 
basket,  I  might  write  again. 
Tour  little  boy,  with  love» 

HaBBY   MlLLKR. 

K> 

Gratton,  Va. 

Hello  boys  and  girls!  This  is  my  first 
letter  to  the  Ai>vorATF:,  and  I  am  a 
stranger  to  you  all. 

I  have  noticed  the  Advocate  and  read 
the  letters  for  quite  a  while,  but  not 
seeing  any  letters  from  this  place,  I 
thought  I  would  try  to  write  one. 

I  joined  the  Brotherhood  the  first  ot 
the  year  at  Bluefield  in  Ix)dge  No.  84 
and  can  truthfully  say  I  would  not  ex- 
change my  membership  for  anything. 

I  have  a  few  remarks  to  make  and 
questions  to  ask.  Brothers,  will  you  tell 
me  why  it  is  that  there  are  hundreds  of 
men  and  boys  who  are  today  barely 
making  a  scanty  living  by  their  work? 
It  is  not  because  the  corporations  are 
not  making  enough,  but  simply  because 
we  have  not  Joined  together  and  de- 
manded a  more  reasonable  wage. 

I  believe  that  a  man  who  says  he  is 
opposed  to  organized  labor  means  that 
he  does  not  want  better  wages  for  him- 
self or  his  fellow  workers  and  wants  his 
family  and  loved  ones  to  have  only  a 
scant  living  and  let  his  children  grow 
up  in  ignorance  and  be  slaves  for  the 
large  corporations. 

Boys,  it  is  up  to  us.  Come  on!  Let 
us  seo  which  side  your  bread  is  buttered 
on. 

Now,  this  is  my  first  letter,  and  I  will 
not  tire  you  any  longer,  and  if  this  ap- 
pears In  print  I  will  call  again. 


I  wrMild  he  delighted  to  exchaiiRe 
(ardfi  with  the  boys  and  girls.  Broth- 
ers, expj^ess  your  thoughts  and  let  us 
head  from  you. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

Jso.  Carbough. 


Florence,  Wis. 

Ever  since  I  became  a  member  of  the 
organization  and  have  received  the 
Advocate  I  have  looked  for  some  com- 
munication from  our  .Menominee  Lodge 
No.  522,  but  have  looked  in  vain,  so  I 
will  try  to  w*rite  a  few  lines  myself. 

Our  last  meeting  was  held  at  Iron 
River,  Mich.,  on  July  30th,  and  in  spite 
of  the  heavy  rain  we  had  that  day  quite 
a  number  of  brothers  gathered,  which 
shows  that  a  good  many  of  ihe  mem- 
bers of  Lodge  No.  522  are  good,  enthu- 
siastic members. 

Ten  candidates  were  added  to  our 
numbers  last  months  six  of  whom  were 
present  at  the  last  meeting.  Brother 
Mattson  of  Menominee  was  there,  an<^ 
we  certainly  appreciated  his  presence 
among  us. 

Our  next  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Marinette,  Wis.,  that  being  the  most 
convenient  place  for  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  Lodge  No.  522  to  meet,  and 
I  hope  we  will  have  a  good  crowd  there. 

We  still  have  a  lot  of  non-union  men 
on  the  road  whom  I  hope  will  soon  join 
with  the  rest  of  us,  so  that  when  our 
committee  goes  to  see  the  manager  with 
our  schedule  they  will  receive  a  still 
larger  number  of  union  men  in  good 
standing. 

Fraternally  yours, 

F.  Gayan. 
H> 

Pinners  Point,  Va. 

I  have  not  written  anything  for  the 
Advocate  for  some  time,  but  will  try  to 
pen  a  few  lines  for  the  next  issue. 

We  had  our  regular  meeting  the  fourth 
Sunday  in  July.  The  meeting  was  held 
at  Pinners  Point,  Va.  We  had  a  large 
crowd,  the  largest,  I  think,  we  have  ever 
had  at  a  meeUng  ef^itfifef  b^@©OTbere 
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w  ere  some  forty-one  members  present. 
As  soon  as  the  meeting  was  concluded, 
every  one  went  to  Green  view  and  Vir- 
ginia Beach,  where  they  could  get  the 
ocean  breeze. 

I  believe  it  was  said  we  bad  no  use 
for  the  ballot  box  now  that  every  one  on 
I  he  Norfolk  Division  belongs  to  the 
Brotherhood  who  are  eligible  to  mem- 
bership, so  now  we  can  say  Norfolk  Di- 
vision is  solid,  but,  boys,  remember  we 
bfiid  to  work  hard  to  get  it,  so  we  will 
have  to  work  hard  to  hold  it. 

If  there  is  any  other  division  that  la 
solidly  organized  they  should  drop  a 
few  lines  to  the  Advocate  and  let  ni 
hear  from  you  along  this  line. 

We  have  fought  for  what  belonged  to 
us  and  did  it  honestly,  now  must  fight 
to  hold  it,  and  if  every  member  does 
his  duty,  the  work  will  not  be  so  hard. 
I  will  make  this  letter  short  as  I  do 
not  feel  like  writing.  I  wanted  to  make 
a  reply  to  a  letter  I  saw  in  the  July  is- 
sue, but  will  do  so  later  on. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  every  suc- 
cess, I  remain, 

Cebtificate  No.  92731. 
K> 

New  Smyrna,  Fla. 

Dear  Advocate  readers,  perhaps  a  few 
lines  from  this  neck  of  the  woods  may 
be  of  interest  to  some  of  you. 

I  am  a  foreman  on  a  work  train  on 
the  F.  E.  C.  Ry.  I  have  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  meeting  a  good  many  of  the  fore- 
men on  this  road  and  all  whom  I  met 
seemed  to  be  enthusiastic  union  men  and 
I  believe  that  on  the  F.  E.  C.  there  are 
as  loyal  Brotherhood  men  as  can  be 
found  on  any  road  in  the  country. 

Now  brothers,  our  last  meeting  was 
not  as  well  attended  as  It  should  have 
been.  In  future  let  us  attend  our  lodge 
meetings  promptly  and  by  so  doing  we 
shall  let  our  lights  shine  and  even  the 
luke  warm  brothers  will  be  constrain- 
ed to  gallop  with  the  gang. 

Yes,  brothers,  it  is  a  mighty  big  help 
for  you  to  come  to  the  meetings.  The 
bigger  the  crowd,  the  better  it  is  for  us 
all  and  then  you  know  it  makes  others 


tako  notice.  If  we  have  a  big  crowd, 
the  comments  from  outsiders  will  be 
favorable,  but  if  our  meetings  are  poorly 
attended,  it  shows  a  weakness  and  in- 
difference on  the  part  of  our  members 
and  we  must  rest  assured  that  these 
conditions  are  carefully  noted  by  the 
officials.  Speaking  of  officials,  we  may 
congratulate  ourselves  that  our  su- 
periors are  not  dukes,  lords  or  tyrants. 
They  are  men  who  have  been  there 
themselves  and  I  am  satisfied  that  if 
we  are  loyal  to  ourftelves  and  our  union 
and  also  loyal  to  the  interests  which 
give  us  employment,  by  doing  our 
whole  duty,  taking  the  same  interest  in 
our  work  as  though  it  were  personal 
property,  then  we  can  approach  the  man- 
agement for  more  and  they  will  com- 
mend us  and  we  will  have  a  solid  union 
to  back  us,  then  we  may  reasonably  ex- 
pect any  just  demands  will  be  granted. 
The  F.  E.  C.  railway  is  more  consid- 
erate of  its  Maintenance  of  \Vays  Em 
ployes'  needs  and  demands  and  more 
fully  understand  the  responsibility  to  a 
track  foreman's  position  than  perhaps 
any  other  road  in  the  South,  so  if  united, 
we  will  stand  together,  but  if  divided,  we 
win  as  surely  fall  by  our  own  works. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U.. 

Cebtificate  No.  A-30786. 
K> 

Fairfield,  111. 

I  will  write  a  few  lines  for  the 
Advocate.  We  started  a  lodge  here 
three  months  ago  with  only  members 
enough  to  be  granted  a  charter.  We 
added  thirteen  to  our  list  in  July  and 
hope  to  continue  until  we  have  oTery 
man  employed  on  the  Louisville  &  Sonth- 
em  Division.  Our  lodge  meets  the 
fourth  Sunday  in  each  month  and  invite 
any  member  of  the  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  K. 
to  visit  our  lodge.  Boys,  we  must  get 
together  and  work  together  if  we  profit 
anything  and  not  be  bluffed  at  I  hope 
we  will  soon  be  strong  enough  so  that 
every  man  must  show  his  color  and  joht 
the  organization  or  tumble  off  the  fence. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U.. 
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Hernando,  Miss. 

I  failed  to  get  a  letter  in  the  August 
Advocate.  The  usual  reason  of  com- 
plaint, the  late  hot  spell,  but  I  think  I 
am  not  the  only  one  that  has  been  af- 
fected by  the  heat,  as  I  noticed  lately  we 
are  not  having  any  news  from  two  of 
our  old-time  correspondents,  Sisters 
Byrd  and  Scott.  I  do  not  wonder  so 
much  about  Sister  Byrd  being  affected 
by  that  Southern  disease,  the  hook  worm, 
or  in  plain  English,  laziness,  due  to  the 
Southern  climate,  but  Sister  Scott  can- 
not give  any  such  excuse  as  I  have  never 
heard  of  that  worm  traveling  so  far  north 
although  I  remember  reading  during  the 
hot  spell  in  June,  that  Winnipeg,  I  think 
one  day,  was  the  hottest  place  on  the 
North  American  Continent  and  posstbly 
that  is  the  reason  that  Sister  Scott  has 
ouit  giving  us  her  always  interesting 
Utters.  Now  both  of  you  sisters  get 
busy  again  with  your  pen  or  pencil  and 
ht  lis  hear  from  you. 

There  is  some  excuse  for  me  mlssinff 
one  month  at  least  this  summer,  not  only 
on  account  of  the  heat,  but  on  account 
of  one  of  the  hottest  political  campaigns 
that  was  ever  had  in  Mississippi,  noth- 
ing like  it  ever  happened  in  a  political 
way  in  the  State  before,  and  as  I  am  a 
strong  partisan,  I  was  in  to  it  up  to  my 
neck.  Mrs.  O'D.  says  she  thought  at  one 
time  she  would  have  to  send  me  to  the 
bu^bouse.  I  cannot  help  being  interest- 
ed in  everything  I  go  into.  It  is  in  my 
blood  and  I  can  never  rest  or  let  up 
until  we  win  out  or  are  defeated. 

You  know  about  that,  Jim,  you  crowd- 
ed us  to  the  last  ditch  before  we  would 
give  up,  but  we  won  out  this  time.  My 
man  was  overwhelmingly  elected  by  one 
of  the  largest  majorities  that  ever  was 
given  to  a  candidate  for  the  same  posi- 
tion in  Mississippi,  or  I  think  in  the  XJ. 
S.,  and  when  he  takes  his  seat  in  the 
Senate  at  Washington,  you  people  of  the 
North  will  certainly  hear  from  him  and 
will  sit  up  and  take  notice.  Even  If  you 
do  not  believe  in  him  you  will  like  to 
hear  him,  and  for  the  Information  of  the 
la4\en  I  will  say,  he  is  one  of  the  hand- 


fiomest  men  you  ever  saw,  and  lu  fact, 
good  to  look  upon,  and  when  it  becomes 
generally  known  in  the  North  that  he  is 
iu  the  U.  S.  Senate,  there  will  be  an 
overflow  crowd  of  ladies  at  the  National 
Capitol.  His  name  is  Jos.  K.  Vardaman, 
^!ajor  and  ex-governor. 

I  won  a  $5.00  hat  on  the  election  from 
my  son-in-law.  He  was  on  the  losing 
side  and  just  you  wait  patiently,  all  of 
you,  until  you  see  me  with  that  |5.00 
hat.  I  never  had  such  an  expensive^ 
head  piece  on  my  head  in  all  my  life. 
My  head  covering  generally  costs  me 
from  50  cents  to  $2.50  at  the  best  and 
the  latter  figure  only  at  intervals,  not 
annually,    but   about   every   four   years. 

Well,  I  will  keep  it  laid  away  until 
the  Convention,  I  think,  and  it  will  be 
displayed  to  the  public  gaze.  Well,  any- 
how, I  won  my  hat  The  boy  asked  mo 
what  size  I  wore.  I  told  him  7%  is  gen- 
erally the  size  that  fit  me,  but  I  think 
my  head  has  swollen  since  Jim's  elec* 
tion  and  you  had  better  get  a  7%  and 
he  surely  got  it,  union  made,  no  scab 
band  for  me. 

Fraternally  yours, 

.,  ^  T.    J.    O'DONNELL. 


Nelson,  B.  C. 

From  time  to  time  we  have  noticed 
articles  published  in  the  Advocate  re- 
garding the  good  work  whk h  has  been 
done  in  different  lodges  and  I  think  you 
will  agree  with  me  when  I  say  that 
Nelson  lodge  for  some  time  past  has 
been  somewhat  neglected,  but  wait  and 
listen.  We  had  a  meeting  on  the  23rd 
of  July  and  it  was  a  good  one.  We  had 
a  good  attendance.  We  installed  our 
officers  for  the  current  year  and  they 
are  all  good  ones  with  a  good  strong 
purpose  in  view. 

After  the  meeting  I  heard  one  of  the 
brothers  who  has  belonged  to  this  lodge 
for  eight  years  say,  **This  is  the  largest 
crowd  I  have  seen  at  a  meeting  and  with 
more  real  interest  and  enthusiasm  di? 
played  than  ever  before."  Why  wn.J 
this?  Reason  it  out  yourselves  and  I 
think    your   answer    will  J^olncide    wltli 
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mine.  Each  and  every  man  is  working 
up  to  the  fact  that  his  demand  is  being 
started  In  the  right  direction,  that  he  is 
representing  a  good  and  Just  cause  and 
this  union  of  ours  is  just  whatever  we 
make  of  it  and  why  not  make  it  good? 
The  best  is  none  too  good  and  there  is 
plenty  of  room  for  improvements.  Do 
not  leave  all  the  work  of  the  meetings 
to  Just  a  few,  but  offer  a  brother  a  help- 
ing hand  and  by  so  doing  I  am  satisfio^ 
that  the  good  old  motto  will  prove  Just 
as  true  today  as  of  old:  ''Labor  will 
win."  It  has  won  for  us  now  and  we 
will  win  more  if  we  use  it  rightly.  I 
will  conclude  by  wishing  the  lodges  and 
their  members  every  success. 
Yours  for  the  betterment  of  the  cause*, 
Journal  Acjext. 


-O— 


Madison  Lodge,  No.  4. 

Please  allow  me  a  place  in  your  dear 
Journal  for  a  few  lines.  It  has  been 
some  time  since  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Apvocate.  I  am  a  very  poor  writer,  *  I 
always  dread  to  start,  but  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  Madison  Lodge  No.  4  is  Just 
growing  steadily  every  meeting  day.  1 
surely  do  enjoy  putting  new  men  through 
the  secret  work.  We  have  a  fairly  good 
attendance  every  meeting  and  that  is 
what  it  takes  to  make  interesting  meet- 
ings. 

Brothers,  let  us  all  get  busy.  Every- 
body can  do  something  to  keep  our  noble 
order  on  the  road  to  success.  All  of  you 
sleepy-headed  men  wake  up.  Be  up  and 
doing  about  your  father's  business.  We 
all  have  a  part  to  look  after  and  if  we 
fall  to  do  our  duty,  we  are  not  men  of 
the  right  spirit. 

Well,  we  boys  on  the  Georgia  Railway 
are  working  under  a  new  contract.  Our 
committee  was  up  '  before  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Georgia  on  the  17th  of  July 
and  we  got  a  satisfactory  settlement. 
The  best  thing  about  it  was  the  ten-hour 
system  and  a  |5.00  increase  all  around 
for  section  foremen  and  B.  &  B.  fore- 
men, 11.75  to  $2.00  per  day;  one  man  on 
each  gang  to  b«  allowed  $2.25  per  day. 
We  asked  for  a  raise  for  the  Bridge  fore- 


men,  but  as  none  of  them  belonged  to 
our  order  our  roadmaster  advised  ub  to 
leave  them  out.  He  said  we  had  no 
right  to  represent  men  who  did  not  be- 
long to  the  order.  Brethren,  our  road- 
master  was  certainly  good  to  us  and  I 
shall  never  forget  him  for  his  Wndness. 
Now  it  is  up  to  US  to  show  our  apprecli- 
tion  by  doing  better  and  more  faithful 
work. 

Our  Grand  President.  A.  B.  Lowe,  was 
in  Augusta  with  us  an^  I  was  glad  to 
meet  him.  He  is  a  fine  man.  1  wish 
every  member  of  our  order  could  hate 
mot  him.  To  know  him  Is  to  love  him. 
It  Just  makes  me  feel  good  to  know  that 
we  have  such  good  and  noble  men  at 
the  head  of  our  order.  We  were  In 
Augusta  on  Sunday,  but  we  settled  on 
Monday.  We  went  to  church  and  heard 
two  good  sermons  and  that  afternoon 
Brothers  W.  F.  Ross,  A.  W.  Hancock,  Z. 
Brown  and  T.  L.  Ward  came  to  the 
hotel  and  offered  the  committee  ana 
Brother  A.  B.  Lowe  a  free  ride  ofer 
town  and  of  course  we  accepted  and  «i- 
Joyed  It  very  much.  It  was  so  nice  and 
kind  of  the  brothers. 

We  also  had  Brother  W.  S.  Powell  hot 
he  never  got  to  Augusta  until  Just  a  few 
minutes  before  we  left.  I  was  sorry  we 
could  not  be  with  him  longer. 

Well,  I  am  afraid  my  letter  will  not 

be  very  interesting  so  will  stop  for  this 

time.     One  more  word:     Brothers,  g« 

right  and  success  will  be  your  reward. 

Yours  in  B.  L,  &  U., 

JouBNAL  Agent. 
•(> 

EUavillc,  Fla. 

As  I  saw  that  my  former  letter  missed 
the  waste  basket  I  will  come  again  tt<i 
hope  to  see  this  letter  in  print  in  the  Sept- 
ember issue. 

Brothers,  I  am  going  to  tell  you  a  llttl« 
of  my  life's  history.  My  mother  vts 
left  a  widow  when  I  was  an  infant  ^ 
never  remember  of  seeing  my  father.  ^ 
have  one  brother  beside  myself  and  ^ 
have  had  a  hard  time  in  our  younger 
days,  up  until  we  got  old  snough  to 
work  for  our  living,  imd  we  workad  w^J 
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paid  for  our  schooling  so  when  we  grew 
to  manhood  my  brother  took  to  farming 
and  I  to  the  railroad  and  it  has  been  a 
hard  time  for  me  all  the  way  through. 

I  was  a  bridge  foreman  on  the  J.  T.  & 
R.  W.  Ry.  for  five  years.  I  quit  that  and 
went  to  section  work  and  I  have  been 
with  one  railway  company  or  another 
ever  since,  and  I  have  never  been  dis- 
charged from  my  job  yet,  and  I  have  had 
this  kind  of  work  for  thirty  years.  I 
have  never  disobeyed.  Brothers  it  does 
not  pay  to  disobey.  We  can  only  do  the 
best  we  can.  I  hope  to  see  better  days 
for  us  all  and  I  think  they  are  almost  in 
sight.  Let  us  work  hard  and  niake  that 
wheel  roll  and  we  will  soon  be  getting 
as  much  as  any  road  gets,  so  let  me  say 
to,  you  boys,  attend  your  meetings  as 
often  as  you  can  and  help  roll  the  wheel 
up  the  hill.  I  have  not  been  to  the  meet- 
ings as  often  as  I  would  have  liked  on 
account  of  sickness,  but  I  hope  to  meet 
with  the  brothers  on  the  fourth  Sunday 
at  Jacksonville.  I  love  to  meet  with  the 
boys  and  hear  them  talk  but  I  have  had 
so  miich  sickness  I  could  not  be  there. 

I  was  glad  to  see  Brother  Knight's  let- 
ter. I  think  he  is  a  faithful,  good  bro- 
ther and  I  think  his  apprerttlce  will 
make  us  a  good  member,  and  I  hope  he 
will  be  faithful  and  I  believe  he  will 
reap  the  great  reward.  Brothers,  let  me 
say  once  more,  let  us  attend  our  meet- 
ing as  often  as  we  can.  We  all  belong 
to  the  order  and  let  us  do  all  we  can 
for  Its  advancement  I  will  close  for  this 
time  by  wishing  the  Brotherhood  much 
success.  Yours  in  B.  L.  6  U., 

M.   C.   S   .ITU 


O- 

Winnepcg,  Manitoba,  Can. 

I  guess  you  think  we  are  asleep  In  the 
"Peg"  because  you  did  not  get  a  line 
from  us,  but  If  you  will  just  cast  your 
optics  on  the  thermometer,  you  will  no- 
tice a  bunch  called  207.  Well,  we  have 
beaten  all  past  records  for  we  have  never 
before  reached  the  number  we  have  now, 
210.  May  the  end  of  the  year  show  us 
with  a  standing  of  300.  If  1  remember 
rightly,  about  a  year  ago  I  predicted  200 


for  Winnipeg  In  my  letter  to  the 
Advocate.  Let  us  work  for  the  300 
mark.  I  know  It  requires  a  little  effort, 
but  brothers,  never  grow  weary  in  well 
doing.  It  requires  a  lot  of  patience,  1 
know,  for  some  of  the  excuses  that  are 
put  up  are  enough  to  try  the  patience  of 
Job.  Brothers,  the  day  will  yet  come 
when  no  excuses  will  be  had,  for  the 
I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  E.  is  fast  becoming  one 
of  the  leading  Brotherhoods  on  the  con- 
tinent. May  we  all  work  for  that  end 
when  no  time  limit  is  required  for  a  man 
to  join. 

I  understand  our  Grand  Secretary- 
Treasurer  is  going  to  pay  a  visit  to  his 
own  local  No.  207.  Well,  Brother  Pegg. 
we  win  be  delighted  to  meet  you  and  1 
know  you  will  bring  some  good  advice 
from  the  head  office.  Brothers,  you  will 
remember  that  our  Grand  President 
said  one  time  that  Lddge  207  was  al- 
ways doing  something.  Well,  we  are  at 
it  again.  We  are  making  a  big  banner 
for  Labor  Day,  O,  yes,  we  are  making 
It,  not  having  It  made.  I  know  all  about 
It  because  Brother  Stobart  and  myself 
had  to  wait  until  about  eight  o'clock  one 
night  for  our  supper  as  our  good  ladies 
were  curled  up  in  a  bunch  of  silk  9x6 
feet  and  say,  but  it  will  be  a  dandy  when 
Brother  Stobart  has  put  the  final  touches 
to  it  and  the  good  ladles  have  put  the 
final  stitches  to  it  We  are  going  to 
invite  Local  303  to  parade  with  us  and 
we  hope  to  give  them  a  good  time  after 
It. 

Say,  boys.  Brother  Lowe  lost  a  good 
meal  when  he  was  in  Winnipeg.  The  B. 
&  B.  boys  were  having  a  banquet  at  the 
time  and  we  chased  around  for  our 
Grand  President,  but  found  he  had  gone 
on  business  somewhere,  but  say,  when  I 
told  him  what  he  had  missed,  well,  you 
can  Imagine  how  he  felt,  for  that  is  one 
thing  our  Grand  Officers  can  do  and  that 
is,  feed  the  inner  man.  I  know  it  is  true 
for  I  saw  their  ability  on  that  point  at 
Boston.  O  well,  I  won't  give  them  away 
for  I  had  to  try  to  keep  pace  with  them 
myself,  and  was  only  "an  also  ran." 

Well,  Mr.  Editor,  I  guess  you  are  get- 
ting weary  of  reading  this.    T  do  not  pro- 
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fp8K  to  be  a  journalist  or  auything  of  the 
kind,  but  if  my  few  remarks  will  stir 
up  enthusiasm  among  the  boys  I  am 
fully  repaid  for  the  effort  in  writing.  1 
know  you  w*ll  get  the  smoothing  plane 
on  this  to  tt,w  it,  after  wTiich  a  little  No. 
1  sandpaper  will  make  it  presentable  so 
it  will  escape  the  waste  basket. 

Now,  boys,  just  one  more  effort  for 
the  good  of  the  order.  Remember  tho 
words  of  Longfellow: 

I.lvea  of  great  men  al!  remind  us 
We   can   make   our   lives  sublime. 

And.  departing,  leave  behind  us 
Footprints   on   the   sands  of  time. 

Now  I  must  close  by  wishing  success 
and   prosperity   to   the  Brotherhood. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

A.  B.  A. 

-^ K> 

Roblin,  Man.,  Can. 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt  to  write 
for  the  Advocate,  I  will  make  my  let- 
ter in  the  form  of  poetry,  repeated  to  me 
by  my  little  children  at  my  coming  home 
from  work  tonight: 

All    the    day    long    on    the   section    so   wearily 
Daddy   has   tolled   in    the    heat   of    the    sun. 

Now  the  great  bell  from  the  tower  rings  cheerily 
Telling   the   time   that   his   labor   is    done. 

Soon  will   the  night  come  and  the  darkness  will 
gather 
Over   the  fields  and   trees  and  the  road; 
And  the  round  moon  will  shine  brightly 

Where    Daddy    worked    on    the    section    since 
early  at  morn. 

I.ay   the  white   cloth   for  his  coming; 

Dear  mother,  set  out  his  chair  where  he  like.s 
it  to  be. 
Hang  'round   him   with   smiles   and   care.Mses, 
(Make   him    forget,   as   we   climb   on   his   knee. 
Toll    that   has   wearied   and   care   that   oppresses 
All  but   his  home   and  his  little  ones  there. 

Certificate  No.  56142. 


Elgin,  Manitoba. 

My  last  letter  to  the  Advocate  was 
written  on  the  2d  day  of  June,  when  I 
stated  I  was  sick  and  would  probably 
be  in  bed  for  a  few  weeks. 

Well,  brothers,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  work  since  I  wrote  that  letter,  but  I 
am  glad  that  I  am  able  to  be  around 
again  with  the  aid  of  crutches.  My  leg 
is  getting  strong  again;  the  operation 
was  a  success,  so  I  will  be  able  yet  to 
help  the  good  work  along,  and  I  wish  to 


thank  all  the  brothers  and  extra  men, 
not  forgetting  our  generous  friends  the 
trainmen,  for  your  splendid  subscription, 
namely,  $72.20,  given  me.  1  wisbta  thank 
one  and  all  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Woods  and 
my  five  little  children  for  your  most  gefr 
erous  help,  and,  brothers,  I  can  assurt 
you  that  any  little  help  I  might  hate 
been  to  you  in  the  past  I  will  double  a 
the  future,  and  I  wish  to  thank  Brother 
H.  Gilbert  of  Elgin,  for  his  untiring  ef 
torts  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Woods  and  fam 
ily  during  all  the  weeks  I  laid  in  bed 
Night  after  night  he  stayed  by  my  bed 
side  and  assisted  me,  and  besides  doioi 
his  hard  work  on  the  track,  he  ifoM 
truck  all  the  wood  required  for  use  in  the 
house  and  he  weeded  my  garden  ainl 
saved  that  for  me  with  the  help  glren  to 
him  by  the  extra  men.  Now  that  I  have 
said  enough  about  myself,  I  must  shift 
the  scene  to  St.  Boniface  Hospital  Wii^ 
nipeg,  where  Brother  Stanbridge  ol 
Greenway  lays  all  mangled  and  torn  witii 
one  leg  cut  off,  the  other  may  haTe  to 
come  off.  with  cuts  and  bruises  all  over 
his  body,  the  result  of  being  run  dowi 
by  an  engine  while  he  was  retuniin; 
from  Maripolis  on  Saturday,  July  30,wi:p 
his  hand-car.  It  appears  that  he  hai 
been  to  Marlopolis  after  18K  to  get  the 
necessaries  of  life,  also  to  get  medicine 
for  Mrs.  Standbridge,  who  was  bein% 
treated  by  the  doctor  at  that  town.  Oa 
returning  with  his  hand-car  it  was  struf » 
while  rounding  a  curve  by  engine  No.  ^' 
with  the  above  results.  I  visited  him 
the  hospital  on  August  3.  He  wasche<r 
ful,  although  he  is  in  a  terrible  cornl 
tion,  and  I  hope  the  good  Lord  will  t^' 
good  to  him  and  give  him  back  the  i^' 
of  the  one  leg.  It  has  cast  such  a  glcoi^ 
over  this  division  and  George  was  a  gooi 
level-headed,  sensible  man,  wau  a  goo<i 
brotherhood  man,  was  popular  with  every 
person  he  had  dealings  with,  especially 
with  the  brothers  of  Lodge  No.  365,  and  I 
wish  to  tender  our  deepest  sympathy  ^^ 
our  brother  in  this  terrible  accident,  als-i 
to  his  dear  wife  and  family,^  who  have 
had  more  than  their  share  of  this  world's 
troubles.  As  you  will  remember,  through 
no  cause  of  their  own,  they  were  burner) 
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out  of  house  and  home  only  last  sum- 
mer. The  only  thing  they  saved  was  the 
clothes  they  wore. 

In  concluding,  dear  brothers,  I  wish 
to  call  your  attenfion  to  a  little  friction 
that  is  existing  at  some  points  between 
our  foremen  and  roadmasters.  Now, 
brothers,  I  think  a  lot  of  it  is  uncalled 
for;  in  fact,  our  own  fault,  I  can  assure 
you.  Brothers,  I  have  had  dealings  with 
our  roadmaster  lately,  and  I  find  he  is  as 
sympathetic  a  man  as  ever  was,  an4 
furthermore,  outside  of  his  roadmaster- 
ship  he  is  a  gentleman.  Now,  brothers,  I 
may  be  too  plain  spoken  and  get  called 
down  for  it,  but  I  am  speaking  as  I 
have  found  him.  He  is  willing  to  give 
every  man  under  him  a  fair  sbow,  If 
that  man  will  only  accept  it.  Now,  In 
future,  I  will  advise  all  who  think  they 
have  a  grievance  to  thr^w  it  away  and 
work  all  the  harder  to  help  our  roadmas- 
ter, whom  we  know  is  up  against  a  hard 
proposition,  trying  to  keep  the  wheels 
running,  and  by  so  doing  we  will  re- 
tain his  good-will  and  trust  and  things 
will  run  smoothly  again. 

Again  thanking  you  all  for  your  great 
kindness  to  me,  I  will  concir/ie  by  ask- 
ing all  brothers  to  extend  their  sympa- 
thy to  our  dear  Brother  George  Stand- 
bridge.    Yours  in  B.,  L.  and  U., 

A.  J.  Woods, 
President  Lodge  No.  3C5. 

Knoxville,  Tenn. 

I  have  Just  finished  reading  the  August 
Advocate  and  found  so  many  good  let- 
ters so  I  thought  I  would  write  again,  if 
space  will  permit 

Or  journal  agent  is  too  busy  to  write, 
I  suppose.  We  will  excuse  him  for  this 
time,  but  hope  he  will  get  in  the  swim 
?oon  and  gijre  us  a  good  letter. 

r  met  a  brother  the  other  day  and  he 
told  me  he  had  the  money  of  one  of  our 
backsliders  so  he  did  not  slide  so  far 
after  all.  I  hope  that  all  of  them  will 
slide  the  same  way  and  help  roll  the 
wheel  of  progress  to  success. 

We  have  men  who  have  not  contributed 
a   penny    toward    the   upbuilding   of   the 


cause  who  say  they  will  get  just  as  much 
out  of  it  as  we  do.  God  pity  such  men. 
Brothers,  when  you  meet  a  foreman,  ask 
him  if  he  has  an  up-to-date  card  and  if 
not,  why  not,  and  I  think  he  will  soon 
get  one  for  he  will  not  want  you  to  be 
shooting  at  him  every  time  you  see  him. 
I  feel  very  much  encouraged  by  the 
good  attendance  we  have  and  the  inter- 
est manifested  at  our  meetings.  You 
who  do  not  attend  do  not  know  what  you 
are  missing.  You  should  endeavor  to  be 
on  hand  and  bave  a  say  in  the  work  that 
is  being  done.  So  come  and  bring  some- 
one with  you  the  fourth  Sunc^ay  in  Octo- 
ber as  this  will  be  the  time  to  elect  new 
officers  for  the  next  twelve  months.  Let 
every  brother  be  on  hand.  Yours  in  B. 
L.  &  U.  O.  W.  Manes. 

Odenville,  Ala. 

Please  allow  me  space  in  the  Advoc.vte 
for  a  few  lines.  Well  boys  I  am  still 
down  here  in  the  woods  almost  by  my- 
self and  am  having  a  hard  time  keeping 
men  at  present  and  my  job  is  getting  in 
a  bad  shape;  only  average  about  two 
men's  time,  and  you  all  know  how  much 
track  one  can  attend  to  with  that  force. 

Now  boys  I  wish  to  say  that  if  we 
were  properly  organized  we  would  be  in 
the  same  position  as  a  tree:  A  tree  Is 
united  from  the  ground,  from  the  ground 
roots  to  the  bud.  You  can  top  a  tree  and 
the  roots  grow  on;  you  can  cut  it  in  the 
middle  and  the  roots  will  grow  on;  you 
can  cut  it  off  at  the  ground  and  the 
roots  will  grow  on  for  some  time.  The 
trainmen  can  stop  and  we  can  work  on; 
the  oi>erator  can  stop,  and  we  can  work 
on;  the  B  ft  B  men  can  stop  and  we  can 
work  on;  the  water  service  men  can  stop 
and  we  can  work  on,  but  where  would 
any  of  these  men's  jobs  be  if  the  track- 
men stop;  they  would  be  just  a  tree  If 
you  took  the  roots  away,  they  would 
wither  and  die,  for  they  can  no  more  do 
without  the  section  men  than  the  tree 
can  without  its  roots. 

The  trainmen  have  glass  windows  to 
shield  them  in  bad  weather,  while  the 
operator  has  a  better  house  to  work  in 
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flmn  tli»'  s«»ttiun  man  lias  lo  livt»  in.  Now 
boys  Oo  you  not  see  that  all  that  is  lack- 
ing is  a  few  more  links  in  the  chain  to 
make  a  joint  unton  of  the  train  men,  the 
operator  and  the  section  men  and  then  all 
of  us  stick  together  and  ask  for  our 
rights  as  to  pay  and  protection  we  would 
get  it. 

The  poor  section  man  has  to  work  in 
all  kinds  of  weather  and  is  paid  the 
least  for  his  services  of  any  department 
He  has  not  got  the  chance  that  iiod  gav« 
the  tarpin,  for  He  gave  him  a  shell  and 
enabled  him  to  carry  it  with  him  where- 
ever  he  goes,  to  protect  himself  from  the 
weather.  Some  of  us  are  not  furnished 
with  a  dry  house  to  sleep  in,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  a  shelter  that  we  might  keep  dry 
if  it  rains  during  working  hours,  and  no 
doubt  some  of  the  officials  would  criticise 
us  if  they  were  to  see  us  with  a  small 
tent  that  we  had  bought  ourselves  so  we 
might  stretch  it  to  keep  dry  during  a 
heavy  rainstorm. 

Well  boys  it  is  like  the  two  Irishmen, 
Mike  and  Pat.  Mike  says  "Pat.  what 
holds  brick  together  in  a  building?"  Pat 
says,  "Mike  it  is  mortar."  Mike  says, 
**Pat,  it  aint,  mortar  holds  them  apart.' 
So  it  is  with  the  railroad  employees,  it 
is  confusion  that  holds  them  apart,  so 
let  us  get  busy  and  get  in  line  with  the 
trainmen  and  operators  and  stick  to  each 
other  and  get  our  rights.  A  great  many 
of  us  are  soon  going  to  be  too  old  to 
work  and  will  have  to  go  to  the  poor- 
house,  for  we  are  not  getting  enough  to 
be  able  to  live  long  after  we  are  unable 
to  work. 

Well  I  will  close  hoping  this  will  miss 
the  waste  basket  and  asking  the  Editor 
to  line  it  up  the  best  he  can.     Yours  in  B. 
L.  &  U.                        Cebtificate  A- 4 98 2. 
<>• 

Hinton,  W.  Va. 

In  regard  to  the  advertisement  for  six 
section  foreman  on  the  C.  &  O.,  I  will  say 
I  have  received  too  many  applications  for 
me  to  write  a  personal  letter  so  I  will 
answer  them  through  the  Advocate. 

I  have  placed  all  the  applications  with 
our  Division  Engineer,  Mr.  R.  F.  Severs, 


nnd   he  will  choobe  fruiu  tlit'  list  and  no 
<loubt  the  lucky  men  will  hear  soon. 

I  would  like  to  see  some  of  the  boys 
from  the  South  move  up  here  and  get 
some  of  our  pure  mountain  air. 

In  most  of  the  applications  there  were 
questions  asked  in  regard  to  the  location 
of  the  vacant  sections  which  I  cannot 
give  any  information  on  as  the  superin- 
tendent told  me  there  would  be  a  num- 
ber of  changes  made.  Our  agreement  is 
for  the  oldest  man  to  have  preference  io 
case  of  a  vacancy.  With  best  wishes  to 
all,  I  remain.  Yours  fraternally, 

W.  B.  Nichols. 
O- 

Caribou,  Me. 

1  incoln  Lodge  No.  2^0,  held  a  large  and 
enthusiastic  meeting  here  on  Friday. 
August  4th,  in  ^the  I.  O.  O.  P.  Hall 
Brother  A.  F.  Stout  was  present  and  de- 
livered an  able  address.  He  has  made  a 
canvas  of  the  B.  A  A.  and  visited  all  the 
lodges.  Brother  Stout  tells  us  that  we 
have  now  95%  of  the  Maintenance  of 
Way  employes  on  the  B.  &  A.  In  oui 
Brotherhood.  Seventeen  new  applicatloiks 
were  voted  on  and  accepted;  6  of  whom 
were  present  to  be  initiated.  After  the 
business  of  the  evening  was  over,  we  had 
speeches  by  some  of  our  members  and 
then  repaired  to  the  dining  room  wliere 
a  fine  supper  had  been  prepared  by  the 
committee  in  charge.  Brother  Stout  has 
us  lined  up  in  good  shape.  Now  brothers 
it  is  np  to  us  to  see  that  Grand  Lod^ 
will  not  have  to  send  an  organizer  again 
to  keep  us  in  good  standing  and  we  can 
do  this  by  paying  our  dues  promptly  mmi 
not  getting  delinquent.  Let  there  be  no 
backsliders  among  us.  Let  us  attend  oar 
lodge  meetings  as  regularly  as  we  can. 
Our  meeting  nights  are  on  the  last  Sat> 
urday  of  each  month. 

Brother  Stout  deserves  much  credit  for 
the  able  manner  he  has  worked  on  thU 
road.  He  knows  how  many  ties  there  are 
on  the  B.  &  A.  for  he  has  walked  tbe 
whole  length  of  it  Brothers,  it  la  np  ta 
us  to  hang  together  so  that  when  ire  ae&d 
our  committee  before  the  ma&a^evttflBt 
they  will  no^.  b^^^g^jOo^i  them    thmi 
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tli«y  did  not  represout  till  the  men.  There 
were  a  number  of  them  out  when  our 
committee  went  up  for  the  schedule  and 
the  company  thought  they  must  be  satis- 
fied. True,  there  were  only  50%  in  the 
Brotherhood  at  that  time  but  since 
Brother  Stout  has  seen  them  they  have 
awakened  to  the  fact  that  in  union  there 
is  strength.  When  we  send  our  commit- 
tee before  the  management  again  they  can 
hold  up  both  hands  and  say,  "We  repre- 
sent all  the  M.  of  W.  employes  on  the 
B.  A  A." 

Now  Mr.  Editor,  if  you  will  put  this  in 
the  Advocate,  I  will  ^come  again  some 
day.    Yours  in  B.  L.  A  U.  H.  B.  R. 

-I <)• 

EUcnton,  S.  C. 

For  the  first  time  and  I  trust  not  the 
last  and  only  time  I  will  try  to  write  a 
few  lines  to  the  dear  old  Advocate  whicl^ 
I  have  been  reading  for  several  months 
and  enjoyed  very  much. 

I  am  not  a  member  of  the  Brother- 
hood now  but  hope  to  be  soon.  I  am  not 
so  green  but  that  I  can  see  that  the 
order  is  the  best  friend  the  track  men 
have. 

I  am  working  under  a  good  foreman 
who  belongs  to  the  organization  and  re- 
spects it  very  much.  I  am  working  on 
the  C.  A  W.  C.  Ry.  The  secUon  I  work 
on  has  70  pound  rails  and  is  nine  miles 
long  but  has  only  one  curve  on  it. 

I  am  19  years  old  and  have  only  had 
seven  months'  experience'  in  track  work 
but  am  now  doing  relief  work.  I  am 
working  along  with  great  hopes  for  the 
future  and  believe  that  if  I  stick  to  my 
work  and  join  the  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  E. 
and  stick  to  its  principles  that  success 
will  be  my  reward. 

I  will  close  for  this  time  hoping  to  see 
my  letter  in  the  September  number  of 
the  Advocate. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  Brotherhood, 
I  am,  Respectfully  yours, 

Jno.  F.  Chow. 
NOTE — Mr.-  Crow  you  cannot  do  better 
than  to  file  your  application  for  member- 
ship forwith  In  the  Brotherhood.— Editor. 


Jarrolds  Valley,  W.  Va. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  write  a  few 
lines  to  the  Advocate  as  I  have  been  a 
member  of  the  organization  for  about 
nine  years.  I  am  a  member  of  Lodge  No. 
130  of  Hinton,  W.  Va. 

I  am  running  Section  197  on  Cabin 
Creek  Branch  and  have  had  charge  of 
this  section  since  December  1,  1910.  I 
have  been  working  ten  men  until  July 
when  my  force  was  cut  down  to  three 
men,  but  I  do  not  expect  that  we  will  be 
cut  this  way  very  long  as  my  section  has 
about  three  miles  of  very  steep  grade.  I 
have  silled  three  miles  of  my  section  this 
year  and  have  about  500  more  ties  to  put 
in,  then  I  will  have  my  section  put  up 
new  this  year.  I  have  put  in  two  new 
side  tracks  1,600  feet  long  and  I  have 
four  more  switches  to  put  in. 

We  have  a  good  supervisor,  Mr.  W.  L. 
Bennett.  He  is  liked  by  all  his  foremen. 
1  would  like  to  see  some  letters  from  the 
brothers  on  the  Allegheny  Division  and 
Plney  Branch  as  I  formerly  worked  on 
this  division.  I  would  like  to  hear  from 
some  of  the  members  of  our  lodge. 

If  this  misses  the  basket,  I  will  come 
again.  Tours  in  B.  L.  &  U.    J.  W.  Reed. 
K). 

Corinth,  Miss. 

I  have  just  received  my  Advocate  for 
August  but  as  I  could  not  find  anything 
from  any  of  the  boys  on  this  division  of 
the  Southern  Ry.,  I  thought  I  would  write 
a  few  lines. 

We  are  having  plenty  of  rain  in  this 
part  of  the  country  and  of  course  that 
means  more  work  for  us  on  our  sections 
but  let  us  not  give  up  hope  as  long  as 
there  is  a  rail  left 

We  have  as  good  a  set  of  officials  as 
could  be  found  anywhere.  Supervisors 
and  superintendents  who  do  not  think 
they  are  better  than  we  are  and  of  course 
we  can  go  up  against  it  for  such  men 
as  that 

I  attended  a  meeting  with  the  M.  &  O. 
men  here  today  and  had  a  very  nice  time. 
There  were  not  many  out  as  they  did  not 
all  know  on  this  division  that  they  in- 
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tended  having  a  meeting,  but  I  think  we 
will  have  a  good  crowd  next  second  Sun- 
day as  Brother  Cochran,  president,  and 
Brother  Jno.  Young  are  going  to  notify 
all  the  boys  so  they  will  not  have  any 
excuse.  If  all  the  boys  were  like  these 
two  men,  it  would  be  only  a  ntatter  of  a 
very  short  time'  until  there  would  be  a 
solid  union  on  every  line  of  the  Southern. 
I  did  not  say  these  were  the  only  men 
who  did  good  work.  We  have  plenty  of 
men  on  the  M.  A  O.  and  Southern  who 
have  the  same  determination. 

We  got  a  nice  little  increase  the  first 
of  May  and  it  was  appreciated  from 
Corinth  to  Stevenson  but  the  bulls  on  the 
next  division  think  they  .would  get  Just 
the  same  so  they  won't  join  the  order  nor 
even  talk  about  it  I  surely  do  hate  to 
tell  you  but  I  have  three  brothers-in-law 
in  the  crowd  but  they  promised  to  come 
in  next  meeting  day. 

Well,  as  I  have  nothing  more  to  write 
about,  I  will  close.    Yours  in  B.  L.  A  U. 

P.  D., 
Lodge  No.  565. 
K> 

Cognac,  N.  C. 

I  wish  to  offer  my  sincere  thanks  to 
the  members  of  Lodge  No.  244  at  Mat- 
tawa,  Ontario,  Canada,  who  so  generous- 
ly came  to  my  relief.  They  were  the  first 
who  aided  me  in  my  affliction  and  I  as- 
sure you  that  I  appreciate  it  very  much. 
I  hope  that  God  will  ever  bless  them  in 
their  work. 

I  think  my  foot  is  improving  some  but 
slowly  and  it  will  be  perhaps  several 
months  yet  before  I  can  walk  on  it,  but 
this  help  will  ever  be  remembered  and 
appreciated.    Yours  in  B.  L.  6  U.. 

Thos.  O.  Riggon, 
Member  of  Lodge  57. 

K> 

Georgetown,   Ind. 

I  am  a  member  of  the  I.  B.  M,  of  W.  E. 
Huntingburg  Lodge  No.  209.  I  work  in 
the  B.  &  B.  department  of  the  St  Louis 
&  Louisville  Division  of  the  Southern 
Railway.     I  think  the  Brotherhood  is  the 


only  means  that  we  laborers  can  join  to 
better  our  conditions.  Since  organizaUoo 
is  the  Breath  of  Life,  may  we  get  more 
of  its  breath.  It  not  only  brings  us  clos- 
er together,  but  makes  us  more  like  brok- 
ers, ever  ready  to  do  our  best  in  behalf 
of  a  needy  brother.  Of  course  ve  fifid 
some  men  who  will  not  join,  but  they  are 
always  ready  to  grasp  any  increase  that 
the  organization  and  its  members  work 
so  hard  for,  yet  do  not  contribute  one 
cent  towards  its  support  These  small 
hearted  men  should  feel  ashamed  when 
they  get  their  paycheck,  and  no  doobt 
that  small  heart  they  have  tells  tbem 
they  are  not  entitled  to  it  Some  men 
are  afraid  of  their  job,  but  the  brave  men, 
when  in  the  right,  always  have  the  povei 
of  God  with  them,  while  the  coward  al- 
ways fiees  and  looses  out  in  the  tons 
run.  So  I  plead  with  all  who  r^d  tbis 
that  it  is  for  your  benefit,  as  well  as  the 
benefit  of  your  family,  to  join  the  < 
ization.  Yours  fraternally,  M.  ftj 
K> 

Wauhigan,  Ont. 

Egregio  Signore:     Dopo  tre 
io  mi  trovo  in  questa  bella 
sento  }1  dovere  di  scrivere 
per  dirle  che  poco  tempo  fa 
gente  che  non  e  dell'  unione, 
I'unione  si  quo  far  lo  stesso,  m« 
lore  che  non  era  piu  1  tempi  di 
primo,  che  per  ingannare  11 
vestito  1  tronchi  degli  alberi  sa] 
fratelli,    che    senzo    Tunione    si 
come  Talbero  senza  frutto  che  viene  in 
primavera  e  d'invemo  si  secca  senza  oep- 
pure  gustare  11  >sugo  del  germogllo,  cflsl 
e  di  noi  carl  fratelli,  senza  Tunione  che 
e  la  forza,  la  compagnia  ci  lastcierebbe  ^ 
liberta  o  ci  farebbe  lavorare  per  uno  scg> 
do  al  giorno,  dunque  ripeto  che  per  a^<s 
la  forza  bisogna  essere  uniti,  vale  a  dii9 
bisogna  essere  unlonisti,  e  lavorando  ooii 
amore  e  fedelta  le  compagnie  sono  ob^ 
gate  a  rispettarci,  la  prego  sisnor  Dire^ 
tore  di  far  noto  queste  mie  poche  ri^i^ 

Salutando  tutti  i  fratelli  mi  firoM. 
Vostro  fraternamente, 

A.    BRRITAmElkl^ 
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Sidnaw,  Mich. 

Lodge  No.  556,  on  the  Duluth,  South 
Shore ^and  Atlantic  Railway,  is  still  alive, 
although  we  keep  very  quiet  about  it. 

We  "jerries"  have  certainly  nothing  to 
brag  about,  as  we  find  it  very  hard  to 
make  both  ends  meet  on  the  princely  sal- 
ary of  $1.50  per  day.  The  question  is, 
how  can  we  live  on  the  wages  they  give, 
with  prices  going  higher  and  higher? 
Some  say  we  use  our  money  for  booze. 


iiaud  with  the  man  who  is  robbing  you 
and  vote  as  he  votes,  and  then  form  a 
union  and  starve  and  quarrel  and  strike 
to  upset  the  very  conditions  you  have 
helped  to  create.  Why  should  the  capital- 
ist have  any  respect  for  the  laborer  as 
long  as  he  only  strikes  to  be  free  and 
votes  to  be  a  slave?  But  it  is  a  greal 
country,  this,  just  the  same.  They  mend 
your  shoes  while  you  wait,  but  skin  your 
backs  while  you  work. 

Journal  Agent. 


H.   C.  MInton,  B.  and  B.  Dept.,   Georgetown.  Ind. 


Well,   the  buy  who  says  it  is  very  much 

mistaken. 

You    can't  get  much  drink  if  you  have  not  the 
chink: 

And    the  gvty  must  be  pretty  thrifty 
If   he   can  hold  out  enough  to  get  full. 

When  his  wages  are  only  11.50. 

So.  you  can  take  It  from  me  that  our  chance  for 
a.   spree 
I»   not  as  great  as  they  say  it  is. 
<Vnd    the  guy  who  declares  we  drink  more  than 
our  share, 
I>oTi't  live  on  our  wage,  no,  you  know  it. 

fhey    say  we  shirk,  well.  Just  handle  the  work. 

Xoti'll   quit  'fore  you  even  begin  it; 
;o    isro   will  strive  to  gain  the  1175, 

A.n<l    I  think  we'll  be  able  to  win   it. 

But  say,  brother  union  man,  whatever 
oil  <lo,  don't  use  your  think-tank  at  the 
/ailot  box,  but  go  to  the  polls  hand  in 


Georgetown,  Ind. 

I  am  sending  you  a  picture  of  our 
bridge  outfit  No.  1.  Every  one  on  the 
picture  belongs  to  the  I.  B.  of  M.  of.^'W. 
E.,  and  feel  much  benefited  by  belonging 
to  it.  It  helps  to  hold  good  men  together. 
It  makes  them  feel  nearer  to  each  other, 
and  it  brings  not  only  benefit  to  the  mem- 
bers, but  also  men  in  the  service  that  the 
railway  companies  will  get  benefit  from 
for  men,  when  recognized,  will  do  their 
work  better  and  take  better  care  of  the 
company's  interest. 
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We  have  a  good  strong  lodge  started, 
to  be  80  young—hardly  one  year  old — 
with  over  100  members  enrolled,  and  we 
feel  certain  that  within  the  next  twelve 
months  to  almost  double  our  membership. 

I  would  say  to  anyone  who  comes  under 
the  list  of  Maintenance  of  Way  Employes 
to  get  into  the  union  as  soon  as  possible 
and  find  out  what  you  have  been  missing 
by  keeping  out  of  it 

Boys,  read  The  Advocate  and  hand  it 
to  someone  else  who  will  read  it  and  be 
benefited  by  it  You  can  obtain  much 
good  knowledge  by  reading  it.  The  labor- 
ing class  must  get  in  touch  with  one  an- 
other as  members.  It  is  the  only  class 
that  is  not  fully  organized. 

Fraternally   yours, 
Skcretary  of  Lodge  No.  209. 


A   8CAB'8  REWARD. 


"I    ought    to    have    a    large    reward 
For    never    owning    a    union    card; 
I've    never    grumbled.    I've    never    struck, 
I've    never    mixed    with    the   union   truck. 
I    mu»t    be    going,    my   way    to    win; 
So    open.  -  St,    Peter,    and    let    me   in." 
St.    Peter   sat   and   shook    his    staff — 
Despite    his    high    office    he    had    to   laugh. 

Said    he.    with    a    fiery    gleam    in    his   eye: 
"Wlio'B    tending    this    gate,    sir — you   or  I? 
I've    heard    of    you    and    your    gift    of  gab—  ^^ 
You're    what    is    known    on    earth    as  a  s^b." 


Thereupon    he    arose    in    his    stature    tall 
And    pressed    a    button    upon    the   wall. 
And   said    to   the   Imp   who   answered  the  belJ, 
"Escort    this    fellow    down    to    hell." 

"Tell     Satan     to     give    him    a    seat    alone 
On    a    red-hot    griddle    up    near    the   throne. 
But   stay! — for  the  devil   can't   stand  the  woe" 
Of    cooking   a    scab    on    a    griddle   in   hell. 
It    would    <'au8e    a    revolt — a    strike,    I  know— 
If    1    sent    you    down    to    the    Imps    below, 
do    hack    to    your    master    on    earth    and  tell^ 
That    they    don't    even    want    a    scab   in   hell!" 

— Bxchang^ 


.^mOms^ 


W.   A.  Hall  and  Crew. 
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WOMAN'S 
CORRESPONDENCE 
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Roanoke,  Va. 

Dear  Friends  and  Readers  of  the  Advo- 
CATs:  Having  seen  so  many  nice  letters 
in  yonr  paper,  I  thought  I  would  try  to 
write  one,  too.  I  would  like  very  much 
to  exchange  post  cards  with  any  of  the 
readers  who  have  the  spare  time  to  write 
them. 

My  brother  is  a  railroader,  being  a  fire- 
man here  and  West  Roanoke.  He  is  not 
yet  a  member  of  the  order,  as  he  has  not 
been  railroading  but  a  short  time,  but 
expects  to  Join  in  the  near  future. 

My  uncle  is  a  section  foreman  at  Rocky 
Mountain,  and  is  a  member  of  your  order. 

Please  excuse  me  for  asking  so  much 
space  for  my  first  letter,  but  I  will  not 
have  so  much  to  write  about  the  next 
Ume. 

Wishing  much  success  to  the  Brother- 
hood and  the  Advocate  readers,  I  remain. 
Sincerely  yours. 
Miss  Hattie  B.  Htican, 
Roanoke,  Va. 

404  ^d  St.,  S.  E. 


Clearwater,  S.  C, 

1  feel  so  thankful  that  the  great  and 
merciful  Ood  has  seen  fit  to  spare  me 
until  this  beautiful  August  morning  and 
as  this  is  the  first  day  of  the  month,  I 
find  a  chair  awaiting  me  at  my  desk  and 
I  am  glad  to  have  the  chance  of  writing 
to  the  dear  old  Advocate  again,  and  will 
a«k  the  editor  to  please  correct  all  mis- 
takes. 

As  my  husband  is  working  in  the  yard, 
or  near  the  depot  today,  I  will  have  to 
8tir  around  and  get  a  warm  dinner  for 
him.  It  is  a  rare  thing  for  a  section 
foreman  to  eat  his  dinner  with  his  fam- 
ily. It  always  makes  me  feel  like  I 
had  extra  company,  and  I  have  the  ad- 
vantage over  most  of  the  foremen's  wives. 


as  I  can  eat  cabbage,  okra  and  beans  in 
August,  for  we  live  near  the  river  where 
the  land  is  damp  and  rich. 

After  this  month  I  will  start  two  of 
my  little  boys  to  school.  One  in  the  first 
grade  and  the  other  in  the  second.  They 
both  seem  to  learn  easily,  and  I  am  so 
delighted. 

My  sister-in-law  has  Just  arrived  home 
again  from  Columbia,  where  she  has 
been  spending  some  time  with  my  sister. 
She  thinks  Columbia  is  a  grand  place. 

The  foremen  on  this  division  have  r&   ^ 
ceived  a  raise  of  $3  and  it  certainly  is 
appreciated  very  much. 

Wen,  as  I  have  nothing  new  to  write 
about  this  month,  I  will  ring  off.  Wish- 
ing the  Brotherhood  and  Ladies'  Auxil- 
iary much  success,  I  remain. 

Bias.  O.  P.  MosBis. 
O— : 

Norton,  Va. 

I  have  Just  finished  reading  the  Advo- 
cate, and  Its  pages  full  of  many  nice  let- 
ters and  interesting,  too,  at  that,  although 
I  never  see  any  from  this  part.  This  is 
my  third  letter.  I  am  a  poor  hand  to  get 
a  letter  in  snape  to  print  and  I  hope  the 
editor  will  line  and  surface  this. 

We  are  having  some  nice  weather  now 
and  surely  everyone  must  be  glad  to  see 
the  summer  come  again. 

Why  is  it  that  we  never  see  any  let- 
ters from  Lodge  273?  I  think  we  should 
see  at  least  one  letter  each  month.  Stop 
and  think  for  a  moment,  boys,  especially 
you  on  the  N.  ic  W.  who  know.  Why 
is  it  that  you  will  find  men  working 
making  barely  enough  to  live  on?  Is  it 
because  their  employers  are  not  making 
enough  to  pay  any  more?  No!  It  is 
because  the  men  are  not  willing  to  get 
together  and  work  for  reasonable  wages. 

My  husband  said  that  if  he  were 
against  organized  labor  he  would  come 
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out  flat-footed  and  say  he  did  not  want 
any  i)etter  wages  for  him  or  his  family 
or  for  the  coming  generation  and  that 
his  friends  and  landowners  are  only 
worth  a  scanty  living  and  should  be 
raised  in  ignorance  and  be  slaves  for  the 
corporations.  Men  who  work  on  the  rail- 
ways are  very  much  like  the  man  was 
in  slavery  time.  Work  rain  or  shine, 
hot  or  cold,  and  they  must  see  their  work 
is  finished. 

I  will  close  for  this  time,  and  if  I  see 
this  in  print,  I  will  write  again. 

Wishing  success  to  the  Brotherhood 
and  Auxiliary,  I  remain  as  ever, 

Mas.    LlLLDB    TUBICELL. 

•o*__ 

Linwood,  Ontario,  Can. 

Here  I  am  for  the  first  time»  and  I 
hope  my  letter  will  appear  in  the  Advo- 
cate. 

My  father  belongs  to  the  I.  B.  of  M.  of 
W.  E.,  and  thinks  it  is  a  fine  order. 

We  live  in  a  small  village  and  like  it 
very  well.  We  have  only  been  living 
here  for  three  years.  My  father  has  been 
very  busy  out  with  an  extra  gang. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter,  I  will  not 
make  it  too  long.    Yours  truly, 

A.  McICenty. 

O- 

Iron  Mountain,  Mich. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  This  is  my  first 
attempt  to  write  a  letter  for  the  Advo- 
cate, and  I  hope  the  editor  will  kindly 
let  it  escape  the  waste  basket. 

I  am  the  only  girl  at  home,  although  I 
had  five  sisters  and  four  brothers.  I  have 
only  one  sister  left  now,  the  others  are 
sleeping  in  peace. 

My  papa  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
N.  W.  Ry.,  and  he  is  a  Brotherhood  man. 

In  looking  through  the  pages  of  the 
Advooat":,  I  failed  to  see  any  letters  from 
the  boys  aiid  girls  of  Iron  Mountain,  so  I 
am  trying  now  to  fill  the  gap.  I  hope  that 
some  of  the  others  will  awaken  and  get 
busy  and  write  a  letter  occasionally  for 
the  Advocate. 

I  was  born  here  and  like  the  place  very 
much.    I  would  be  very  glad  to  exchange 


post  cards  with  the  boys  and  girls  who 
aro  readers  of  the  Ai)Vo<atk. 

Wishing  the  I.  B.  of  M.  oi  W.  B.  and 
Ladies'  Auxiliary  much  success,  I  remain. 
Your  sincere  friend,       Helen  Se31ea£. 

K> 

Concord,  N.  H. 

In  looking  over  the  AdVocate  I  find 
that  there  are  no  correspondents  from 
this  part  of  New  Hampshire,  so  I  thought 
I  would  try  my  luck. 

My  father  has  been  a  section  foremaa 
on  the  B.  A  M.  Ry.  for  18  years.  He  is 
a  member  of  Lodge  No.  78  of  the  Brother- 
hood. 

I  am  16  years  old.  Have  light  brown 
hair  and  blue  eyes.  I  would  be  pleased 
to  hear  from  any  of  the  girls  and  boys. 
Perhaps  if  this  proves  worthy  of  print- 
ing. I  will  try  again. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and  Auxil- 
iary much  success,  I  remain.  Sincerely 
yours,  Emilt  Lublow. 

Ray,  Ohio. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  As  this  is  my 
first  letter  to  the  Advocate,  I  hope  to  read 
it  in  the  next  issue. 

My  brother  is  a  Brotherhood  man,  and 
says  it  is  a  fine  order,  and  that  it  does 
him  a  great  deal  of  good. 

I  am  14  3'ears  of  age  and  would  like 
to  exchange  post  cards  with  some  of  the 
boys  and  girls  who  are  readers  of  the 
Advocate.    Sincerely  yours, 

Hesteb  Davis, 
R.  F.  D.  No.  1,  Box  11. 

K> 

Gala,  Va. 

Hello,  girls  and  boys!  Will  you  allow 
another  little  Advocate  reader  to  Join 
your  circle?  I  enjoy  reading  the  nice  let- 
ters from  the  boys  and  girls,  but  have 
never  written  to  the  Advocate  myself. 

My  papa  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
C.  &  O.  Ry.,  and  is  a  union  man.  He 
thinks  the  order  fs  a  fine  thing  and  at* 
tends  the  meetings  of  his  lodge  regularly. 

I  am  a  little  girl  15  years  of  age. 
weigh  145  pounds,  am  5  feet  7  inches 
tall,  have  dark  ^n^w^te^®!^^  ^^' 
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I  will  make  my  letter  short,  as  this  is 
my  first  attempt,  and  if  it  appears  in 
the  Advocate  I  will  write  again.  I  would 
like  to  exchange  post  cards  with  the  boy 
and  girl  readers  of  the  Advocate. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and  Auxil- 
iary much  success,  I  remain, 

Ethel  Hhodes. 
K> 

Ware,  Texas. 

I  thought  I  would  drop  a  few  lines  to 
the  Advocate  and  if  it  goes  through  with- 
out visiting  the  waste  basket,  I  will  call 
again. 

My  husband  is  a  section  foreman  and 
belongs  to  the  Brotherhood.  I  think  it  is 
a  grand  thing  for  all  men  employed  on 
the  railway  to  join  together  and  stick  to 
each  other.  United  we  stand,  divided  we 
fall,  so  stick  together,  boys,  and  you  will 
come  out  on  top. 

Whenever  you  attempt  to  drive  a  nail, 
hit  It  on  the  head  and  strike  with  aU  your 
might,  boys,  while  the  iron  is  hot.  When- 
ever you  have  work  to  do,  boys,  do  it  with 
a  will,  for  you  will  never  reach  the  top 
unless  you  cUmb  the  hill.  Stopping  at 
the  foot,  boys,  gazing  at  the  sky,  how 
will  you  ever  get  it,  boys,  if  you  never 
try?  Though  you  stumble  often,  never 
be  downcast,  try  and  try  again,  boys,  you 
will  succeed  at  last 

My  husband  is  employed  on  the  F.,  T. 
ft  D.  Ry.  Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and 
Auxiliary  good  luck  and  much  success 
everywhere  and  especially  on  the  new 
branch  at  Amarillo,  Texas,  I  remain,.  A 
new  friend,  Mas.  J.  M.  Fosteb. 

K> 

Louisville,   Miss. 

I  thought  I  would  write  to  the  dear 
Advocate  for  the  first  time. 

My  step-father  is  a  section  foreman  on 
the  N.,  O.  M.  &  C.  Ry.,  and  is  a  Brother- 
hood man. 

I  am  a  little  girl  10  years  old  the  17th 
of  July.  I  am  the  only  child.  We  live 
out  in  the  country  five  miles  from  town. 
I  would  like  to  tead  some  letters  from 
the  boys  and  girls  on  the  N.,  O.  M.  &  C. 
Yours  trply,  Mary  Kyle. 


St.  Vincent,  Minn. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  As  my  last  let- 
ter appeared  in  the  April  Advocate,  I 
thought  I  would  try  to  write  a  few  lines 
to  the  Advocate  once  more.  I  do  hope 
to  see  more  letters  from  the  boys  and 
girls  on  the  Soo  Line;  Wake  up,  boys 
and  girls,  and  write  a  line  or  two  and  let 
the  others  know  you  are  alive. 

1  enjoy  reading  the  nice  letters  from 
the  boys  and  girls  that  appear  in  the 
Advocate  from  month  to  month. 

Papa  is  alone  on  the  section  now.  All 
the  men  have  quit  on  account  of  low 
wages.  It  is  only  $1.50  per  day.  Papa 
had  one  union  man  working  for  him.  He 
just  joined  in  June,  but  he  left  when  the 
others  did.  Some  of  the  foremen  along 
the  line  came  with  their  crews  and  helped 
papa  cut  weeds  and  put  in  ties.  They 
have  come  twice. 

We  are  having  nice  weather  these  days. 
I  have  received  a  great  number  of  nice 
letters  and  post  cards,  for  which  I  thank 
the  senders  very  much.  I  have  answered 
all  the  letters  and  post  cards  I  have  re- 
ceived. 

1  will  close  now,  for  I  think  my  letter 
is  long  enough.  If  this  misses  the  waste 
basket,  I  will  come  again. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  much  success, 
I  am,                           Ruth  Sandstbom. 
K> 

Paola,  Fla. 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt  to  write  to 
the  Advocato,  I  will  not  make  my  lettfer 
too  long. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
A.  G.  L.  Ry.  He  says  he  has  been  work- 
ing on  the  railway  all  his  life.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Brotherhood  and  thinks  it  is 
fine.  We  live  on  a  place  of  our  own  and 
raise  a  few  cattle,  hogs  and  chickens.  I 
am  13  years  old.  I  would  like  to  ex- 
change post-cards  with  any  of  the  boys  or 
girls. 

If  this  letter  misses  the  waste  basket, 
I  will  try  again.    Your  little  friend, 
Br^ie  Smith. 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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Narrows,  Va. 


Hello!  Here  I  come  again  trying  to 
write  to  the  dear  old  Advocate,  as  I  have 
not  written  for  some  time.  I  read  so 
many  nice  letters  in  the  July  issue  and  I 
certainly  do  enjoy  reading  them. 

I  have  a  very  nice  time.  We  live  in 
town  now  and  close  to  the  church.  I 
have  three  children;  two  of  them  go  ^to 
Sunday  school  every  Sunday.  My  baby 
is  four  months  old  and  weighs  twenty 
pounds. 

The  Modem  Woodmen  of  America  cele- 
brated the  Fourth  of  July  here,  and  we 
had  a  nice  time.  There  were  so  many 
people  here.  A  hard  rain  prevented  the 
ball  game  in  the  afternoon.  My  husbiUid 
belongs  to  Lodge  No.  19.  It  meets  at 
Roanoke. 

I  will  close  by  wishing  the  Brotherhood 
and  Auxiliary  much  success. 

Mrs.  Sadie  NbaiJ 
K>- 

Salt  Springs  Station,  N.  S. 

Although  some  time  has  elapsed  since 
a  letter  has  appeared  In  the  columns  of 
our  Journal  written  by  my  pen,  it  is  not 
for  lack  of  interest,  as  every  copy  is 
eagerly  scanned  and  letters  noted. 

Really  it  seems  too  bad  that  so  many 
letter  writers  are,  to  all  appearances, 
neglecting  their  duty,  but  as  I  can  only 
speak  for  myself  as  to  the  reason  why. 
I  must  here  say  that  if  I  were  to  begin 
making  excuses,  they  would  fill  up  our 
pages  with  little  else. 

True,  housecleaning  season  is  over  for 
a  time,  but  there  are  other  reasons  such 
as  hot  weather,  sickness  and  being  tired 
and  now  preserving  season  and  in  homes 
where  help  cannot  be  afforded,  one  pair 
of  hands  certainly  has  more  than  their 
share  of  work  so  letter-writing  is  apt  to 
get  little  attention,  but  at  the  same  time 
I  would  much  rather  write  or  compose 
a  letter  than  sew  and  I  often  wish  1 
could  exchange  that  line  of  work  with 
one  or  more  who  dislike  writing. 

Just  at  the  present  time  herein  Nova 
Scotia  we  are  having  weather  extremely 
warm,  just  as  last  winter  we   had   ex- 


tremely cold  weather.  The  remark  that 
we  would  have  an  exceedingly  hot  day 
during  the  summer  season  for  every  cold 
one  we  had  during  the  winter  montbs 
seems  to  be  verified  these  days  and  cer 
tainly  the  L  B.  of  M.  of  W.  B.  employes 
have  no  envious  position  in  the  burning 
heat.  Telegraph  wires  drawing  heat  on 
both  sides  to  say  nothing  of  the  steel 
rails  with  from  five  to  nine  miles  o( 
track,  including  main  line,  siding, 
switches,  yards,  farm  and  public  croia- 
ings,  signals,  semaphores,  with  ties  to 
be  put  in  and  weeding  to  be  done  and 
only  four  men  to  do  all  this;  the  fore- 
man and  three  others,  while  on  the  hots 
or  foreman's  shoulders  lies  all  the  re^ 
sponsibillty  and  care.  He  must  keep  a 
correct  accounting  of  time  and  wor): 
done,  and  all  tools  used  must  be  ac- 
counted for. 

One  can  not  wonder  at  the  expressioo 
made  by  one  party  in  regard  to  trac): 
work  as  a  Ufe  work  for  a  young  man. 
HJs  remark  was:  "Were  I  a  young  man 
looking  for  a  life  work  I  would  go  to 
the  penitentiary  before'  asking  for  a  Job 
on  the  section,"  and  that  when  wages. 
etc.»  are  so  much  more  humane. than 
formerly,  "yet,  nothwithstanding  this, 
there  are  people  (we  hope  they  tr« 
few)  who  have  the  face  to  say  trackmen 
get  paid  enough."  Now,  were  these 
same  individuals  in  the  trackmen's  plaee 
they  would  be  the  first  to  kick  abont 
both  the  work  and  the  wages.  Tis  so 
easy  to  talk  and  express  an  opinion  oi 
what  they  do  not  have  to  do,  but  th^e 
I  am  grumbling  myself,  so  perhaps  I  had 
better  stop. 

Regarding  Truro  Lodge  No.  154  and 
the  Auxiliary  in  connection  with  the 
same,  botlf  are  progressing.  Troro 
Lodge  has  added  several  names  to  bet 
membership  and  the  Auxiliary  has  t^ro 
entirely  new  members  since  last  ve 
wrote  you  with  a  promise  of  two  or 
three  more  in  the  near  future. 

At  the  June  meeting  our  former  Pre«^ 
dent.  Sister  Buchanan,  paid  na  a  fra 
temal  visit  and  we  also  had  the  pleasure 
of  having  a  sister  with  us  who  has  not 
been  able  to  attend  a  meeting  tor  nearly 
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two  years.  We  also  have  now  officers  ap- 
pointed and  installed  since  last  a  letter 
was  written  and  I  think  it  will  not  be 
amiss  to  write  their  names  here: 

Worthy  President,  Mrs.  Jennie  Ross,  of 
Tmro;  Worthy  Past  President,  Mrs. 
Martha  Murray,  Truro;  Worthy  Vice- 
President,  Mrs.  'Margaret  Colbum,  Ox- 
ford Junction;  Worthy  Chaperone,  Mrs. 
Edith  L.  McDougall,  Truro;  Worthy  Es- 
cort, Mrs.  Bffle  Herritt,  River  Philip; 
Worthy  Secretary-Treasurer,  Mrs.  Bes- 
sie G.  Harrison,  Salt  Springs  Station; 
Worthy  Inside  Doorkeeper,  Miss  Laura 
Eastwood,  Bedford;  Worthy  Outside 
Doorkeeper,  Mrs.  Anna  R.  McKenzie, 
Halifax. 

We  also  have  a  good  entertainment 
committee  appointed  and  look  forward 
to  something  in  that  line  in  the  near 
future. 

The  next  meeting  is  to  be  held  at  the 
home  of  Sister  Elsie  Murdock,  of  Truro. 
Everyone  is  trying  to  keep  cool  thesa 
hot  days  and  should  that  day  prove  very 
hot,  the  chances  are  that  some  will  for- 
get about  the  lodge  in  an  endeavor  tp 
keep  comfortable. 

Truro  Lodge  meets  at  Windsor  Junc- 
tion the  same  day  and  we  prophecy  a 
meeting  for  them  no  matter  if  the  mer- 
cury runs  up  to  a  hundred  to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  abundance  of  mosquitoes  that 
will  be  at  the  hall.  Success  to  their 
•flforts. 

Some  weeks  ago  we  had  a  call  from 
Organizer  Viens.  He  is  busy  bringing 
delinquents  in  the  fold.  We  understand 
he  is  at  present  employed  oh  the  Short 
Line  railway  and  trust  he  is  meeting 
with  good  luck. 

We  noticed  by  late  copies  of  the  Jour- 
nal that  our  Vice-President,  Brother 
Stout,  is  again  able  to  attend  to  his 
work  and  we  were  very  pleased  to  hear 
the  good  news.  Nova  Scotia  would  8;lad- 
ly  welcome  ^Brother  and  Sister  Stout 
among  us,  but  suppose  that  will  be  more 
than  we  will  get.  We  are  glad  anyway 
to  see  that  their  good  work  is  appre- 
ciated elsewhere  even  though  we  canno* 
Imve  them  with  us. 


We  were  also  glad  to  learn  that  Grand 
President  Sister  Smith  is  meeting  with 
success  in  organizing  lodges  through 
Maine.  Perhaps  ere  long  Nova  Scotia 
will  be  favored  with  a  visit  from  Sister 
Smith.  September  8th  will  be  the  fifth 
anniversary  of  our  Auxiliary.  Who 
knows  Just  what  good  things  may  be 
in  store  for  us  ere  that  day  comes 
round? 

We  trust  that  Sister  Jenness  is  gain 
ing  health  and  strength  rapidly  and  all 
we  met  in  Boston  are  well  and  happy. 

Ere  I  close  I  must  extend  sympathy  to 
Brother  and  Sister  Noyes  in  the  loss  of 
their  dear  little  boy.  We  remember  so 
well  his  genial  and  happy  disposition 
and  so  often  since  my  retufh  have  I  told 
my  only  little  boys  of  the  dear  little  boy 
and  girl  who  were  always  so  happy  and 
good,  although  among  strangers,  but 
God's  ways  are  not  ours  and  although 
he  sends  us  blessings,  yet  his  blessings 
are  lent  to  be  restored,  and  hard  as  it 
is  to  part  with  them,  O  how  much  ber 
ter  are  our  dear  ones  to  be  forever  with 
the  Lord.  We  trust  Brother  and  Sister 
Noyes  wil  accept  our  sincere  sympathy. 

Now  this  letter  is  growing  unpardon- 
ably  long  so  I  will  hasten  and  close. 
Yours  in  L.  F.  &  T., 

B.  G.  H. 
K> 

Wilmore,  W.  Va. 

As  I  have  not  written  a  letter  for  tho 
Advocate  for  some  time  I  thought  I 
would  better  get  busy.  I  hope  the  read 
ers  will  forgive  me  for  not  writing 
sooner. 

I  have  received  many  nice  cards  and 
wish  to  thank  the  senders  very  much 
for  them.  I  trust  to  become  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  Advocate  readers.  1 
love  to  read  the  letters  in  the  Advocate. 

I  think  that  every  one  of  the  brother- 
hood members  should  strengthen  their 
positions  and  make  the  brother .loo^l 
stronger.  I  do  not  feel  as  if  it  were 
strong  enough,  but  of  course,  every  one 
does  not  look  at  it  in  the  righ*:  wav. 
I  think  it  is  a  great  help^-to  ev 'rvone 
who  belongs  to  it   Digitized  by  VjOOglC 
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I  will  be  glad  when  my  school  begins 
again  on  the  28t.h  of  this  month.  I  guess 
the  rest  of  the  children  are  like  myself. 
We  are  having  some  very  dry  weather 
here. 

I  read  in  the  Advocate  where  men 
said  they  were  going  to  be  brotherhoo<} 
men  as  long  as  they  lived.  That  is  why 
I  like  to  hear,  it  seems  as  good  news  to 
me. 

Sisters  Smith  and  Savage,  I  wish  you 
all  good  luck  and  health  in  your  efforts 
for  the  uplift  of  the  brotherhood  and 
auxiliary. 

My  papa  is  a  strong  brotherhood  man 
and  says  everyone  should  put  their 
shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  keep  it  roll- 
ing. The  brotherhood  is  a  grand  thing. 
Now  may  the  Lord  lengthen  our  dayn 
and  let  us  strengthen  the  brotherhood 
more  and  more. 

Dear  friends  and  Advocate  readers, 
keep  your  dues  paid  up  and  help  boost 
the  Advocate.  If  you  all  will  consider 
this  matter  you  would  soon  see  that  the 
Brotherhood  is  a  great  help  to  us  all. 
What  would  the  employes  of  the  M.  of 
W.  Department  do  today  if  it  were  not 
for  the  Bh>therhood?  I  am  sure  you  will 
say  you  would  be  working  for  starvation 
wages.  May  the  Lord  bless  the 
Advocate  and  readers  and  let  us  see  the 
day  when  we  all  will  meet. 

As  the  editor  has  been  kind  enough 
to  publish  my  former  letters,  I  will  ring 
off  for  this  time. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary 
much  success,  I  remain. 
Yours  truly. 

May  Purdon. 

.O 

South  Danbury,  N.  H. 

Dear  Sisters:  I  have  just  finished 
reading  the  August  Advocate  and  en- 
Joyed  it  very  much,  but  failed  to  find  let- 
ters from  many  that  I  was  looking  for, 
even  Sister  Dorey  gave  us  the  slip  this 
time. 

What  is  the  matter?  Is  it  the  weather? 
If  it  has  been  as  hot  everywhere  as  it 
has  here,  you  are  excused,  but  I  hope  to 
hear  from  Sisters  Pugh,  Harrison,  Hart 


and  Dorey  and  all  the  rest  who  write 
such  good  letters  to  appear  in  our  next 
Advocate, 

My  health  is  so  poor  that  I  do  not 
write  any  more  than  I  am  obliged  to.  1 
do  not  gain  as  rapidly  as  I  would  like, 
but  feel  very  thankful  that  I  am  gain- 
ing even  a  little. 

As  Sister  Smith  told  you,  her  trip  to 
Maine  was  a  success,  and  we  have  an- 
other nice  lodge  added  to  our  list  and 
with  new  members  coming  in  right  along, 
1  feel  that  the  Auxiliary  is  doing  nicely, 
but  I  would  like  to  see  more  of  you  take 
an  interest  in  it. 

Sisters,  encourage  your  husbands  to 
join  the  order  and  keep  their  dues  paid 
and  abo^e  all,  help  them  to  stand  by 
their  committee  when  they  are  trying  to 
get  better  things  for  you.  We  cannot  ex- 
pect to  get  everything  we  look  for  in  a 
minute,  but  if  you  will  all  hold  together 
and  work  together,  you  will  surely  win 
out  In  the  end. 

I  would  be  glad  to  receive  letters  or 
postals  from  any  of  the  sisters  who  can 
find  time  to  write.  I  know  that  most 
everyone  is  busy  and  when  they  get  a 
chance  they  want  to  rest 

Wishing  success  to  the  Brotherhood 
and  Auxiliary,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  L.,  F.  and  T., 

Mas.  G.  B.  Jenness. 

K> 

Agassiz,  B.  C. 

As  I  have  not  written  to  the  Advocati 
for  several  months,  I  thought  I  would 
write  a  few  lines.  Since  writing  last,  we 
have  had  a  pleasant  visit  from  Bh>tlier 
Dedecker,  which  we  enjoyed  very  much. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  that  Sister  Jenness* 
health  was  improving.  Come  again.  Sis- 
ter Scott!  Your  letters  are  so  interest- 
ing. There  is  nothing  so  good  in  tliii 
world  as  to  see  old  friends  again. 

Our  Union  and  Auxiliary  are  pressinf; 
forward,  notwithstanding  opposition  from 
every  side,  but  if  we  were  given  so  many 
things  without  a  struggle,  we  would  not 
appreciate  them  as  much  as  we  do  ftstit 
ing  for  what  we  get,  and  then  what  wm 
have  we  must  fe^t^^dbyGoOQlc 
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Brothers  and  sisters,  do  not  relax  your 
efforts.  How  many  of  as  realize  the  im- 
portant truth  of  the  words,  "United  we 
stand,  divided  we  fall?"  That  is  an  im- 
portant fact,  and  falls  upon  our  ears  at 
this  time  as  a  great  question  to  be  an- 
swered by  one  and  all. 

It  would  be  well  for  the  working  men 
of  today  to  soberly  reflect  and  consider 
the  predicament  in  which  they  find  them- 
selves owing  to  the  divided  and  antago- 
nistic spirit  which  seems  to  prevail.  La- 
bor is  acknowledged  to  be  the  most  vital 
essential  to  any  community.  Past  efforts 
have  proven  conclusively  the  fact  that 
the  "present  organization  is  inefficient. 
The  divided  position  in  which  labor  finds 
itself  today  is  responsible  for  the  Inef- 
fectual efforts  of  the  committees  which 
are  striving  to  obtain  for  the  members 
of  organized  labor  that  which  is  not  only 
reasonable,  but  justifiable,  and  If  there 
is  one  thing  more  than  another  that  T 
admire  it  is  an  organization  such  as  ours, 
to  see  it  run  by  men  of  such  good  com- 
mon sense,  men  who  are  not  merely  agi- 
tators and  talkers,  but  men  who  have  the 
backbone  to  stand  firm  for  what  is  right 
and  Just  and  who  give  everything  due 
consideration  before  acting.  It  requires 
men  of  caliber  to  stand  up  for  our  rights 
against  the  officials  of  the  various  rail- 
ways and  endeavor  to  uphold  our  inter- 
est in  times  of  trouble,  which  our  officers 
have  valiantly  done,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  is  a  more  competent  body  of  lead- 
ers, to  be  found  anywhere  than  we  have 
at  present  for  our  own  order  and  the 
efforts  of  the  past  should  be  stepping 
stones  to  further  usefulness  in  the  fu- 
ture, and  although  much  has  been  done 
in  the  past  to  improve  our  conditions,  I 
believe  there  is  more  in  store  for  us  if 
we  will  but  press  onward. 

I  see  the  news  from  our  journal  agents 
on  this  division  is  about  as  few  and  far 
between  as  the  proverbial  angel's  visit; 
it  is  much  harder  for  them  to  write  and 
line  up  as  it  is  to  line  track.  Now  I 
must  close  with  these  few  lines: 
Yours  in  L.,  F.  and  T., 

Mas.  Chas.  Lovell. 


Norton,  Va. 

Well,  dear  friends,  I  have  been  a  reader 
of  the  Advocate  for  some  time.  I  love 
to  read  so  many  nice  letters  and  so  in- 
teresting. My  husband  is  working  today 
and  does  not  know  I  am  writing. 

Now,  in  speaking  of  the  Brotherhood, 
it  seems  to  me  that  every  man  who  haft 
his  name  enrolled  as  a  member  should 
feel  proud  of  it.  I  think  it  is  one  of  the 
noblest  organizations  that  a  man  could 
belong  to.  Just  stop  to  think  what  it 
has  done  for  the  section  men  and  what  It 
means  to  their  families.  I  can  remem- 
ber just  a  few  years  back  when  the  pay 
was  such  a  small  pittance  as  to  hardly 
be  enough  to  exist  on.  Now  we  have  a 
great  many  things  to  be  thankful  for. 

I  hope  the  readers  of  the  Advocate 
will  excuse  me  for  this  time,  as  I  have  not 
much  news  to  write.  This  is  usually 
called  the  dull  season  of  the  year,  and 
of  course  news  is  somewhat  scarce  with 
me,  so  I  will  close  for  this  time.  I  hope 
the  editor  will  be  good  enough  to  publish 
this  letter. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  Brotherhood 
and  Auxiliary,  I  remain, 

Mrs.  LiLLiE  Tunnell, 

H> 

New  Augustine,  Fla. 

Here  comes  a  stranger  who  hopes  that 
you  will  admit  her  to  your  charmed  circle. 

I  am  a  little  girl  eight  years  old.  I 
have  never  been  to  school  a  day  in  my 
life.  I  cannot  read  very  well,  nor  spell, 
either.  We  live  three  miles  from  the 
city. 

My  papa  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
First  Division  of  the  F.  E.  C.  Ry.  He 
likes  to  work  for  this  company  very 
much,  but  my  mother  and  I  do  not  like 
to  live  at  this  place.  It  is  so  far  from 
any  house,  school  or  church,  but  my 
mamma  and  papa  taught  me  how  to  read 
and  write  at  home.  Papa  says  the  com- 
pany is  going  to  move  the  houses  to 
New  Augustine.  O,  then  we  will  like  it 
better,  for  it  is  so  lonesome  out  here. 
We  live  right  in  the  center  of  a  curve. 
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We  do  uot  have  much  lime  to  do  anything 
else  but  Bweep  the  house  and  wash;  the 
dust  nearly  blinds  us  whenever  a  train 
passes  by. 

Papa  has  gone  to  town  tonight  and  it 
is  getting  late.  I  want  papa  to  see  this 
in  the  Advocate.  It  will  be  a  surprise  to 
him  to  read  a  letter  from  his  little  daugh- 
ter. 
With  best  wishes  to  all»  I  remain, 

Bessie  Cabboll. 

K)- 

Hinton,  Va. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  As  I  have  not 
written  to  the  Advocate  for  some  time, 
I  will  again  try  my  hand.  We  have  Just 
received  the  August  Advocate  a  few 
days  ago,  and  I  was  glad  to  see  a  letter 
from  this  division. 

Wake  up,  boys  and  girls;  let  us  hear 
from  you.  I  like  to  see  a  letter  froth 
those  close  around  me. 

Since  I  wrote  last,  Brother  O.  H.  Smith, 
a  member  of  Lodge  No.  130,  has  died.  He 
was  liked  by  all  who  knew  him  and  his 
many  friends  were  sorry  to  hear  of  his 
death. 

Our  vacation  will  soon  be  over  and  it 
will  soon  be  time  to  go  back  to  school. 
I  spent  a  few  days  with  my  grandmother. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  in  the 
yard  here.  We  have  moved  since  I  last 
wrote,  and  are  now  living  in  a  section 
house.  The  lodge  meets  every  third  Sat 
urday  night  here. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  the  readers  who 
sent  me  cards.  I  have  received  some 
very  pretty  views. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  Brotherhood 
and  Auxiliary,  I  remain, 

L.ELIA   COOTKB. 


Meadow  View,  Va. 

I  have  been  a  reader  of  the  Advocatk 
for  quite  a  while  and  after  reading  so 
many  nice  letters  I  thought  I  would  write 
one  myself,  hoping  the  editor  will  cor- 
rect any  mistakes  and  publish  this  in  the 
next  issue  of  the  Advocate. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
Radford  Division  and  a  member  of  the 


Krotherbood  and  thinks  it  is  a  grand 
order.  He  is  an  old  veteran  of  the  road, 
having  been  in  the  service  of  the  N.  lb  W. 
Co.  for  about  37  years.  The  company 
has  no  section  house  here  so  we  have  a 
nice  home  of  our  own  with  two  orchards. 

This  is  the  driest  summer  that  was 
ever  experienced  here.  No  good  rains 
have  fallen  since  the  latter  part  of  ApriL 
The  vegetation  and  pastures  are  Buffering 
from  the  long  continued  drought. 

With  best  wishes,  to  all,  I  remain. 
Sincerely  yours, 

Mattie  Hiuwetk. 
»o^ 

Woodstock,  N.  B. 

Again  I  am  on  the  scene.  I  suppose 
you  thought  I  was  dead,  but  I  was  only 
sleeping.  After  reading  the  Advocaie  1 
thought  I  would  write  a  few  lines.  It 
may  seem  interesting  to  the  readers,  as 
there  are  so  few  who  write  now  days.  1 
could  not  write  last  month,  as  I  was  tail- 
ing out  up  on  the  farm  where  we  were 
making  hay,  and  great  fun  we  had.  My 
youngest  son  has  a  great  fancy  for  fann- 
ing and  I  am  very  fond  of  the  same 
sport,  myself,  so  we  had  it  this  siuiuner 
to  our  hearts  content.  We  had  a  tent  for 
the  horses;  the  boys  had  their  t^it  and 
the  girls  and  myself  had  our  tent,  and  we 
enjoyed  it,  although  we  had  a  few  rainy 
nights  and  it  looked  dismal,  still  it  was 
dry  in  the  morning.  Everything  tasted 
so  good,  and  it's  fine;  nothing  to  do  bat 
lie  under  the  shady  trees  and  read  dar- 
ing the  day  and  sit  around  camp  flres  in 
the  evening  and  sleep  in  a  pice  white 
tent  at  night.  It  is  wonderful  how  rest- 
ful it  is  sitting  around  camp  fires  every 
evening.  Someone  would  sing  "Tenting 
on  the  Old  Camp  Ground."  Oh!  for  an- 
other hay-making  season. 

THE  HAY   MAKKBS. 

Picnlclnff  out  in  the  meadow 

All   the   Ihrelonc  day, 
Pltohinc    and    turning   and  rakinc 

The  scented  new  mown  hay. 

Coming  in  tired  and  weary. 

Hungry  as  bears,  they  say. 
Everything  tastes  to  suit  yon 

When  you  are  making  hay. 

Rosy  and  happy  and  hearty. 

Throwing  dull  care  away. 
Thinking  of  nothing  at  pressat. 

But  Hay,  Hay.  HMrj>  j 
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Now  we  will  turn  from  our  own  affairs 
and  talk  about  the  Brotherhood  and  what 
it  is  doing  for  the  men  who  pay  them  and 
looks  to  them  for  support.  Well,  we 
must  say  the  officials  have  treated  them 
well  and  are  always  ready  to  treat  them 
well  when  once  they  understand  the  thing 
rightly.  So  now  Mr.  Dorey  and  Mr.  Ir- 
win are  done  their  fighting  for  a  while 
and  are  going  to  visit  the  lodges  along 
and  let  the  people  know  they  are  on 
friendly  terms  again  with  the  company, 
who  are  always  ready  to  grant  an  appeal 
when  it  is  stated  properly. 

Now  boys  do  stick  together  and  pay 
your  dues  and  attend  your  lodge  meetings 
and  try  to  do  right  in  general  to  your 
lodge,  to  your  employer  and  to  your  fam- 
ily, for  by  so  doing  you  will  be  helping 
yourselves.  We  have  all  heard  about  put- 
ting ones  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  with 
a  strong  pull  and  a  long  pull,  and  all  pull 
together,  you  can  get  things  in  place  and 
keep  them  there. 

Wishing  success  to  the  order,  I  remain, 
as  ever,  a  friend  to  organization, 

Mrs.   Lauba  Dorey. 
•  <y 

Ridgeway,  Va. 

Hello  girls  and  boys!  I  thought  I  would 
write  a  few  lines  and  let  you  know  that 
I  am  still  surviving.  I  am  now  14  years 
old  and  go  to  school  every  day  and  am  in 
the  first  year  of  High  School.  Our  schools 
have  a  vacation  Just  now. 

Papa  is  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood 
and  thinks  it  Is  a  grand  order.  His 
wages  are  $66.50  per  month.  He  has 
seven  miles  of  track.  Afy  mother  was  a 
member  of  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  before 
she  died  and  I  intend  to  be  a  member  my- 
self when  I  am  old  enough. 

I  am  the  only  girl  in  the  family.  My 
only  pets  are  the  broom,  dusting  cloth 
and  irons.  I  think  they  are  real  good 
ones,  don't  you? 

Billie  Carter  you  must  come  again. 
Tour  letter  was  fine.  I  suppose  you  have 
not  forgotten  me.  I  have  received  a  lot 
of  letters  and  cards  from  the  readers  of 
the  Advocate  and  I  wish  to  say  I  have 
answered  all  I  have  received. 


I  have  lived  in  Ridgeway  all  my  life 
and  I  like  the  place  very  much.  We 
never  do  see  any  letters  from  the  girls 
and  boys  around  here.  I  guess  they  must 
be  sleeping.  I  would  like  to  give  them 
a  good  shaking  and  waken  them  up. 

We  have  been  having  a  lot  of  dry 
weather  until  the  last  week  we  have  had 
a  few  refreshing  showers. 

I  like  to  read  the  Advocate  from  begin- 
ning to  end  and  I  always  look  for  it  and 
to  its  coming  with  great  eagerness. 

I  would  like  to  exchange  post-cards  or 
letters  with  any  of  the  readers  of  the 
Advocate. 

As  I  see  Mr.  Bigmouth  waste  basket 
grinning  at  me,  I  will  ring  ott.  With  best 
wishes  to  the  Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary, 
I  remain,  Sincerely  yours, 

Althea  Mae  Cox. 
•<>-• 

W.  Seeboois,  Me. 

I  live  in  W.  Seboois  on  the  lines  of  the 
B.  ft  A.  One  evening  as  we  were  start- 
ing to  have  tea,  we  saw  a  man  coming  up 
to  the  house  and  he  asked  if  he  might 
get  his  supper  and  stay  all  night  His 
name  is  A.  F.  Stout  We  thought  at  first 
he  was  a  peddler  but  after  he  had  intro- 
duced himself,  we  found  he  was  a  Grand 
Lodge  officer  of  the  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  E. 
There  are  two  gangs  of  section  men  here. 
They  came  to  our  house  and  you  ought 
to  have  heard  Brother  Stout  talk  union  to 
them.  There  was  only  one  man  who  be- 
longed to  the  order  when  he  started  but 
before  he  left  there  were  seven. 

He  knows  how  hard  the  section  men 
have  to  work  for  he  said  he  worked  a 
number  of  years  on  the  section  himself. 

My  papa  belongs  to  the  Brotherhood 
and  thinks  it  is  a  fine  order. 

I  am  11  3rears  old  and  am  in  the  6th 
grade.  I  would  like  to  exchange  post- 
cards with  some  of  the  boys  and  girls 
who  read  the  Advocaii:. 

This  is  my  first  letter  and  if  the  editor 
does  not  put  it  in  the  waste  basket,  I  will 
write  again.     Wishing  the  Brotherhood 
and  Brother  Stout  success,  I  remain. 
Yours  truly. 
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Mt.  Airy,  Ga. 

I  will  write  again  as  I  saw  that  my  first 
letter  was  in  print,  if  you  will  allow  me  a 
little  space.  I  wish  some  of  the  boys  and 
girls  would  write  to  the  Advocate. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  on  thq 
Charlotte  Diyision  and  has  been  for  25 
years.  I  think  the  Brotherhood  is  a  grand 
thing. 

I  am  a  girl  of  18  summers,  have  golden 
hair,  am  light  complexioned  and  have 
blue  eyes. 

I  wonder  if  any  of  the  girls  and  boys 
who  are  readers  of  the  Advocate  read 
many  books?  I  have  read  45  books  this 
winter  and  spring.  I  am  certainly  a  lov- 
er of  books. 

This  is  the  highest  point  on  the  South- 
ern road.  It  is  said  to  be  about  2,000 
feet  above  sea  level.  I  wish  that  the 
readers  could  visit  this  place  some  time. 

I  wish  to  tell  Miss  Gertrude  Caldwell 
that  I  appreciated  the  nice  post-cards  she 
sent  me  and  I  sent  her  one  in  return. 
Well,  I  guess  I  have  tired  the  readers 
with  this  uninteresting  letter  but  will 
try  to  do  better  next  time. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  Brotherhood, 
Auxiliary,  Advocate  and  its  readers,  I 
remain.  Sincerely  yours, 

Qebtrude  E.  Walkeb. 
Buchanan,  Va. 

I  will  try  my  success  in  writing  an- 
other letter  to  the  Advocate.  I  have  re- 
ceived several  nice  post-cards  since  my 
last  letter. 

I  notice  though  that  the  boys  and  girls 
do  not  write  to  the  dear  old  Advocate 
very  often  and  they  should  do  so.  Shake 
off  that  drowsy  feeling  and  come  to  the 
front 

Some  of  them  should  be  here  to  learn 
to  swim  in  the  old  James  river.  We  have 
a  grand  old  time  in  the  nice  warm  water. 

I  suppose  some  of  the  boys  and  girls 
are  thinking  of  school  again.  I  will  be 
glad  when  it  begins,  but  then  our  sum- 
mer  fun  will  be  over. 

I  hope  that  the  readers  are  not  suffer* 
ing  from  :iie  heat  and  drought  as  we  are 
h#re.    r;  Ib  very  dry  and  hot  now  and 


the  river  is  so  low  that  it  is  not  health- 
ful to  go  into  it 

Well,  as  there  are  a  great  many  more 
interesting  writers  than  myself  to  fill  the 
pages  of  the  Advocate,  I  will  have  to 
close  for  this  time.    Yours  truly, 

MaBY  J.  MADISQ.X. 
m^ym 

Buchanan,  Va. 

I  have  been  thinking  for  a  long  time 
that  I  would  write  a  letter  to  the  dear 
old  Advocate  for  I  enjoy  reading  the 
many  nice  letters  from  the  girls  and 
boys  on  the  different  railways. 

I  am  a  girl  14  years  old.  My  father  is 
a  section  foreman  on  the  C.  ft  0.  Ry.  We 
live  about  one  mile  from  town  and  it  is  a 
good  distance  to  go  to  school  in  the  win- 
ter time  but  healthy  girls  and  boys  do 
not  mind  a  little  walk  like  that 

I  am  in  the  seventh  grade  and  Oh,  ve 
do  have  a  good  time  In  the  summer. 

My  friend  and  I  have  a  pair  of  water 
wings  apiece  and  we  have  learned  to  swim 
real  nicely  we  think  and  we  are  now 
learning  to  swim  without  them. 

I  guees  some  of  the  readers  from  the 
coast  would  like  to  see  our  mountains  np 
here  for  that  is  all  we  have  to  boast  ot 

I  would  like  to  exchange  post-cards 
with  any  of  the  readers.  1  will  close 
now  for  fear  my  letter  will  be  too  long 
for  the  first  time.  I  remain  as  ever,  a 
well  wisher  of  the  Brotherhood  and 
Auxiliary.  Olga  M.  Ea5. 

•  o^ 

Caron«  Sask^  Can. 

Just  a  line  to  assure  you  I  am  still  on 
deck  and  an  interested  reader  of  the 
Journal,  keeping  tab  of  passing  events 
and  rejoicing  in  your  success,  symp* 
thizlng  with  your  struggles  and  looWag 
to  the  future  through  organization  of  the 
"workers"  and  appreciation  of  their  power 
in  the  intelligent  use  of  the  ballot  box  to 
redress  their  grievances  and  safogoard 
their  rights.  If  the  workers  and  all  the 
wage  earners  banded  together  as  one  0*0 
irrespective  of  party,  their  power  woaW 
De  irresistible,  their  success  complete. 
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Thousaod'of  harvesters  have  already 
arrived  from  the  East  but  it  will  be  two 
weeks  yet  before  the  grain  is  ripe,  and 
meantime  the  C.  P.  R.  is  employing  (all 
who  apply  for  work)  them  on  their  con- 
struction work,  until  the  harvest  is  on. 
I  speak  of  course  of  Moose  Jaw.  The 
extra  men  may  not  be  so  favorably  sit- 
uated at  other  points. 

Our  readers  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of 
the  illness  of  Sister  Bush  and  her  family. 
She,  herself,  has  been  confined  to  her 
bed  for  some  weeks  suffering  with  pleur- 
isy and  pneumonia,  and  several  members 
of  her  family  also  had  scarlet  fever  in- 
cluding her  eldest  son  and  daughter,  the 
latter  succumbed  to  the  fever.  She  was  a 
bright  clever  girl  of  14  years,  her  only 
daughter,  excepting  the  baby.  The  family 
is  now  out  of  quarantine  and  Mrs  Bush  is 
up  but  does  not  regain  her  strength  and 
the  doctor  fears  consumption  and  has 
ordered  her  to  the  mountains,  so  Mrs. 
Bush  tells  me  in  her  letter  of  a  week  ago. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Humphrey  of  Parkbeg 
also  mourn  the  loss  of  their  second  eld- 
est son,  a  fine  boy  of  about  19  years.  Our 
hearts  ache  for  these  parents  who  have 
been  thus  bereaved. 

Let  me  congratulate  Brother  O'Don- 
nell  ajid  especially  the  men  he  represents 
on  their  selection  as  General  Chairman. 
He  is  well  qualified  to  fill  the  position  be- 
ing a  man  of  long  experience,  shrewd, 
eloquent  and  persuasive. 

Sister  Byrd  and  others  like  myself  have 
bfeen  neglecting  their  duty  to  the  Advo- 
cate lately.  I  could  scarcely  believe  my 
eyes  that  Sister  Dorey  even  had  no  let- 
ter in  the  last  issue  of  the  Advocate  as 
we  bad  come  to  look  on  her  as  a  monthly 
contributor  lately  and  I  am  expecting  to 
see  a  big  batch  of  letters  from  these  old 
timers  in  the  September  Advocate. 

I  had  a  good  time  at  the  Dominion  Ex- 
position, held  at  Regina,  the  capital  of 
this  province,  during  the  first  two  weeks 
in  August.  St.  Henry  with  his  airship  at- 
tracted much  attention.  The  visitors  all 
seemed  to  enjoy  themselves,  and  the  fair 
roanagement  deserves  much  praise  for 
the  success  of  the  exposition.    Everyone 


in  charge  seemed  so  courteous  and  solicit- 
ous for  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  the 
visitors.  The  new  street  cars  were  well 
patronized,  also  the  autos,  cabs,  not  to 
speak  of  trains  running  from  the  city  to 
the  grounds  every  fifteen  minutes.  The 
rates  were  very  moderate  and  I  am  afraid 
many  of  the  eating  places  catering  to  the 
crowd  would  find  themselves  with  a  bal- 
ance on  the  wrong  side  of  the  sheet  after 
the  fair  was  over. 

We  have  surely  enjoyed  the  many  In- 
teresting letters  appearing  in  the  Advo- 
cate during  the  past  few  months,  also  the 
editorials,  etc.,  and  look  for  its  arrival 
each  month  with  added  interest.  I  see 
from  President  Lowe's  letter  in  the  Au- 
gust issue  that  Secretary-Treasurer 
Brother  S.  Pegg  is  likely  to  be  in  Cal- 
gary to  attend  the  Labor  Congress  Con- 
vention in  the  near^  future.  If  he  travels 
by  the  C.  P.  R.,  we  would  be  pleased  to 
have  him  drop  in  and  see  us  for  a  day, 
failing  that,  even  a  glimpse  of  him  in 
passing  Caron. 

And  now  with  the  best  wishes,  includ- 
ing organizers  and  staft  at  headquarters 
and  congratulations  to  Brother  Lowe  on 
his  acquisition  of  another  daughter-in-law 
and  may  the  young  couple's  future  be 
very  happy.  We  were  delighted  to  see  the 
group  picture  from  the  "Outlook  Divi- 
sion," M.  Peterson  and  gang. 

Fraternally  and  sincerely  yours, 

Maby  J.  Scott. 
^o-^-^ 

St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 

Chers  Lecteurs: 
Est-ce  qua  cela  vous  est  d6ja  arrive 
chers  lecteurs  d'avoir  une  grosse  sur- 
prise et  que  vous  auriez  aimS  pouvoir 
parler  sans  g6n6,  tout  en  6tant  genS  et 
vous  dire  aprds  le  moment  pass6  et  que 
vous  vous  trouvez  seul,  j*aurais  dfl  dire, 
demander  telle  chose  et  telle  chose. 
Eh,  bien!  moi  qui  vous  6cris,  j'al  connu 
ce  moment  1^.  J'anrais  voulu  que  les 
quelques  minutes  pass^es  avec  ces 
messieurs  auraient  dur6  plus  longtemps, 
que  leur  visite  aura  it  H6  quelques  In- 
stants de  plus  dans  ma  demeure,  mais 
les  voiia  arrives  et  reparti^oOQlc 
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A  Monsieur  A.  B.  Lowe,  notre  cher 
President,  mes  plus  reconnaiasanU  re- 
merctments*  ainsi  qu'aux  messieurs  qui 
I'accompagnalent.  J'ai  6t6  tr^s  flattie 
de  leur  vislte.  J'ai  pu  un  moment  ap- 
pr6cier  la  valeur  des  personnes  du 
comit6  qui  se  d^Youent  k  la*  bonne  cause 
des  employes  des  chemins  de  fer.  Ne 
craignez  rien,  payez  sans  arri^re  pens^e 
ce  que  yous  deYez  ft  la  soci^t^..  Vous 
dies  certain  que  yos  droits  sont  entr^s 
aux  mains  de  personnes  qui  yous  pro- 
t^gent  et  ,1e  ne  crois  rien  exag^rer 
puisque  Yous-m6me,  vous  avez  les 
prieuYes  de  ce  que  Je  yous  dis. 

1^8  employes  du  Maintien  de  la  Voie 
sur  le  C.  P.  R.  ont  revia^  leur  schedule 
el  de  cette  manl^re  s'entendant  amica- 
blement  comme  autrefois,  abr^gant  les 
sections  et  tons  les  autres  prlYil^ges 
autrefois  jouis  r6tablis  et  un  contrftt 
8ign6  par  Chairman  Dorey  et  Monsieur 
McNicoIl.  Toutes  ces  augmentations  ne 
sont  pas  dues  ft  yous.  Si  vous  n'aYiez 
personne  int6ress6  dans  vous,  yous  rece- 
vriez  les  mfimes  gages  aujourd  hui  que 
dans  le  pass6. 

Le  mols  dernier  'al  fait  le  temps  du 
foreman  de  section  de  St.  Vincent  et  je 
lui  al  dit  ''Vraiement,  Monsieur  La- 
combe,  les  ann^es  pass^es  si  mon  mari 
avait  re^u  des  gages  aussi  elev^es  je 
I'aurais  cru  actionnalre  re  la  Com- 
pagnle." 

Soyez  certain  chers  lecteurs  de  I'Ad- 
VANCE  Advocate,  que  ce  que  vous  d4- 
liourse  pour  payer  vos  dils,  vous  sera 
largenient  rembours^.  Vous  faifces  des 
d^penses  foUes,  des  d^penses  extrava- 
gantes  qui  ne  yous  rapportent  rien,  mais 
la  grande  maJorit<^  tait  des  d^penses 
intelligentes  qui  prevoient  Tavenir. 
J'aime  ft  croire  que  tous  ceux  qui  me 
lisent  sont  de  ceux  qui  font  des  d6- 
penses  intelligentes.  Vous  savez  bien 
que  le  bonheur  nest  pas  un  grand  per- 
sonnage  qui  viendra  vous  chercher  en 
carosse,  sans  que  vous  n'ayez  rien  fait 
On  se  rend  beureux  soi-m^me.  c'est  en- 
tendu,  mais  dans  ceci  comme  dans  autre 
chose,  il  fault  savoir  faire  pour  voir 
arriver  raisauce  dans  la  famille. 

Le  bonheur  pour  moi,  mon  Dieu,  je 
vais   YOUS   le   dire  et  je  le   souhaite  ft 


touB  ceux  qui  sont  en  r^gle  avec  la  bo- 
cidt6  des  Brotherhood.  C'est  un  petft 
Chez  ftoi,  chaud,  gal,  joli,  avec  lo  moini 
de  misdre  possible  .pour  vlvre.  Je  ne 
suits  pas  exigeant  ni  pour  vous  ni  pour 
moi,  mais  prenez  bien  garde  de  ne  pu 
fievenir  mdcontent.  Alors  comme  dit 
rSvangUe,  je  yous  .  dis  "Ceux  qui  n'ont 
pas  commis  le  p6chd  d'ambition,  qu'Us 
jettent  la  premiere  pierre." 

A  Monsieur  A.  B.  Lowe,  notre  cher 
President  encore  uen  fois  un  affectueox 
et  reconnaissant  merci,  ainsi.  qu'aux 
messieurs  qui  i'accompagnaient,  Mes- 
Eleurs  Dorey,  Hartley,  Ritchie,  Camp- 
bell, Canty,  Dewkes,  Darby  et  Noyes. 
Monsieur  Noyes  n'a  pu  se  rendre  parce 
qu'il  avait  prls  pour  bagages  un  grw 
rheumatisme,  mais  au  prochain  voyage 
(lu  comit6  ft  Montreal,  J'esp^re  avoir  le 
plaisir  de  voir  arriver  ce  Monsieur  i 
St.  Vincent.  Pas  beaucoup  de  lettres 
en  fran^ais  depuis  quelques  mois.  E«t- 
ce  la  chaleur  qui  vous  egourdit  ou  bien 

la Je   ne    le    dis    pas,   Je   vous  le 

laisse    devenir.      Ma      lettre     est  trop 
longue.    N'est  ce-pas? 

A  tous  succ^s  pour  la  bonne  cause! 

M'AIiAME    M.    J.    CH£VR(»X. 

.^^^ 
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SPECIAL  HOTEL  TRAIN 

Autoists  Loud  in  Their  Praises  of  Uni- 
que Advantages  of  Hotel  on  Wheels 
Which  Accompanied  the  Twin  City 
to  Helena  Autoists  in  1200  Mile  Auto 
Tour. 

The  swiftly  moving  trains  of  a  great 
transcontinental  railway  always  attract 
attention,  but  no  train,  not  even  the  rec- 
ord  breaking  "Silk  Train,"  ever  aroused 
the  interest  of  the  first  "Hotel  Train," 
which  ran  between  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and 
Helena,  Mont.— July  20th  to  July  28th. 

The  Twin  City  to  Helena  tour  of  the 
^Jinnesota  State  Automobile  Association 
was,  in  itself,  unique.  Here  was  a  tour, 
longer  than  last  year's  Glidden  tour, 
over  rougher  roads  and  a  more  pictur- 
esque country,  lavishly  entertained  en 
route  with  true  Western  hospitality. 
Wild  scenes  of  the  old  West  were  re- 
enacted.  Indian  dances,  bronco  busting, 
steer  roping  and  many  other  special 
stunts  made  the  trip  one  to  remember. 
Part  of  the  way,  starting  out  of  the  Twin 
City,  the  weather  man  was  friendly,  but 
hearing  the  farmers  wanted  more  rain, 
he  soaked  the  fields  and  also  the  auto- 
ists the  latter  part  of  the  trip. 

The  picturesque  scenery — the  vivid 
and  varied  entertaiments — the  Hotel 
Train— more  than  made  up  for  any  tem- 
porary discomfort.  No  matter  how 
travel-worn  and  tired  the  autoists  were, 
no  matter  if  a  car  broke  an  axle — what- 
ever happened— bad  luck  or  good  fun, 
the  comfortable  Hotel  Train  was  at  the 
"Control"  waiting  for  them. 

THE  ITINERARY  AND  THE  ENGINES. 
Engine  No.  1457  (Pacific  coast  type) 
one  of  the  most  powerful  types  of  pas- 
senger engines  built,  pulled  the  Hotel 
Train  out  of  St.  Paul  at  8:30  a.  m. 
Thursday,  July  20th. 


The  engine  took  the  Hotel  Train  from 
St.  Paul  to  Minneapolis,  Minneapolis  to 
St.  Cloud;  Minn.,  the  noon  Control. 
From  there  to  the  evening  Control  at 
Alexandria — a  daily  run  for  the  autoists 
of  140  miles.  The  next  day,  the  21st, 
the  Hotel  Train  left  Alexandria  for 
Barnesville,  the  noon  Control,  and  ar- 
rived at  Fargo,  N.  D.,  the  night  Control— 
a  daily  run  for  the  autoists  of  120.8 
miles.  At  Fargo  the  engines  were 
changed  and  No.  1451  (the  same  type  of 
engine)  pulled  the  Hotel  Train  out  of 
Fargo,  Saturday,  July  22nd,  to  Grand 
Forks,  the  noon  Control,  and  arrived  at 
Cool  Devils  Lake,  the  night  Control — a 
daily  run  of  194.6  miles  for  the  auto- 
mobile party. 

Sunday,  July  23rd,  the  automobile 
train  and  the  contestants  stopped  over 
at  Devil's  Lake,  where  they  were  most 
enjoyably  entertained.  Monday,  July 
24th,  No.  1451  left  with  the  Hotel  Train 
for  Rugby,  the  noon  Control.  Leaving 
Rugby  they  reached  Berthold,  195  miles 
from  the  morning  stop,  which  was  the 
night  Control.  Tuesday,  July  25th,  the 
Hotel  Train  left  Berthold  and  arrived  at 
Williston  for  the  morning  Control,  where 
the  engines  were  again  changed. 

No.  1700 — An  Atlantic  coast  type  en- 
gine— and  one  of  the  fastest  engines 
built,  though  not  so  powerful  as  the 
other  engines,  pulled  the  Hotel  Train  out 
ot  the  irrigated  district  at  Wiliston  and 
arrived  at  Culbertson,  Mont.,  the  night 
Control.  Culbertson  is  a  little  over  1C7 
miles  from  Berthold.  No.  1700  started 
Wednesday,  July  26th,  from  Culbertson 
and  took '  the  Hotel  Train  to  Glasgow, 
the  noon  Control.  The  night  Control  for 
that  day  was  Malta,  which  is  183  miles 
from  Culbertson. 

Between  Malta  and  Havre — Havre  be- 
ing the  noon  Control  for  Thursday,  July 
27th— the  party  went  back  to  the  Pacific 
coast  type 
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brought  the  Hotel  Train  on  time  as 
usual.  At  Havre  engine  No.  1090  was 
substituted.  No.  1090  is  a  1910  engine 
and  is  a  fast  and  heavy  10-wheel  pas- 
senger t3rpe.  Engine  No.  1090  pulled 
the  Hotel  Train  safely  from  Havre  to 
Great  Falls,  the  night  Control.  Great 
Falls  is  over  210  miles  from  Malta.  At 
Great  Falls  No.  1092 — the  same  type  of 
passenger  engine — pulled  the  gay  but 
travel-stained  party  toward  the  last  but 
most  beautiful  part  of  the  trip,  arriving 
at  Wolf  Creek  for  the  noon  Control. 
Leaving  Wolf  Creek,  the  party  went 
down  the  picturesque  Prickley  Pear 
Canon  and  up  the  heights  to  Helena,  a 
queen  among  Northwestern  cities.  No. 
1092,  with  the  Hotel  Train,  arrived 
there  before  them  and  the  tour  of  over 
1,286  miles  was  most  successfully  com- 
pleted. 

EQUIPMENT  OF  HOTEL  TRAIN. 

In  the  history  of  American  railroading, 
where  many  brillant  exploits  are  record- 
ed, nothing  like  a  hotel  on  wheels  was 
ever  attempted.  This  Hotel  Train  run 
over  the  Great  Northern,  consisted — out- 
side of  the  engines  (which  were  of  the 
best  and  fastest  made) — of: 

One  combination  dynamo  and  baggage 
car. 

One  garage  car. 

This  garage  car  contained  auto  sup- 
plies and  tires  and  was,  in  fact,  a  per- 
fectly equipped  garage  on  wheels,  with 
extra  auto  repair  men  on  board.  Al- 
though gasoline  and  extra  tires  were  to 
be  had  at  the  different  Controls,  yet  an 
extra  supply  was  carried  on  the  garage 
car.  This  was  a  very  unusual  and  prac- 
tical feature  because  the  automobilists 
could  travel  light  without  being  bur- 
dened  with  the  many  spare  parts  which 
remoteness  from  proper  repair  shops, 
etc.,  would  otherwise  have  made  nece* 
sary. 

Five  standard  sleeping  cars,  lighted 
by  electricity,  comfortably  cooled  by 
electric  fans  and  thoroughly  cleaned  by 
vacuum  cleaners. 

One  Great  Northern  compartment  ob* 
servation  car,  with  all  the  usual  attrac- 
tive features,  and  in  addition  a  Victrola, 


Two  business  cars,  one  belonging  to 
L.  W.  Hill,  president  of  the  Great  North- 
ern Railway,  himself  an  enthusiastic  an- 
toist,  and  the  other  belonging  to  Mr. 
John  Ringling,  the  circus  magnate. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  train  men, 
the  Great  Northern  Railway  had  Al  Raj, 
chief  of  their  detective  force,  out  with 
the  autoists,  and  a  number  of  his  men 
were  on  both  the  Hotel  Train  snd  the 
automobile  party.  No  one  attempted  to 
"hold  up"  the  autoists,  but  if  they  tad 
they  would  have  met  with  a  warm  re- 
ception, as  not  only  were  the  train  and 
automobilists  fully  guarded,  but  the  au- 
toists themselves  were  heavily  armed. 
Dr.  Dutton,  the  general  referee,  is  one 
of  the  best  pistol  shots  in  the  United 
States. 

A  physician,  electrician  and  car  in- 
spectors were  also  with  the  auto  tram. 
There  were  typewriters  for  all  the  news- 
paper correspondents  in  the  cars.  A  Vi& 
trola  In  the  compartment  observation  car 
furnished  pleasant  entertainment  to  the 
music  lovers  on  the  tour.  A  barber  shop, 
a  clothes  pressing  establishment  for  both 
men  and  women  on  the  auto  tour  and  a 
photographic  dark  room  completed  the 
unusual  features. 

Last  but  not  least,  two  of  the  bl& 
comfortable  and  cozy,  homelike  dining 
cars  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  were 
permanently  attached  to  the  Hotel  Train. 
These  dining  cars  were  more  than  pop- 
ular and  the  meals  served  were  excel- 
lent. This  feature  alone  of  the  Hold 
Train  made  the  tour  enjoyable  because 
notwithstanding  the  hospitable  eagerness 
of  the  people  en  route  to  entertain  the 
contestants  in  a  tour  of  this  nature,  the 
train  made  a  most  convenient  place  for 
the  contestants  to  eat  at  any  of  the 
stops. 

CONVENIENCE  OF  HOTEL  TRAIN, 
Not  only  was  the  Hotel  Train  of  great 
practical  use  to  the  members  of  the  Min- 
nesota State  Automobile  Association  in 
their  Third  Annual  Endurance  Run,  but 
it  made  a  pleasant  place  to  meet  txff 
the  night.  The  ladles  of  the  party  gave 
card  parties  and  Uttlo^  entertainments, 
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and  everyone  had  a  chance  to  be  well 
acquainted.  On  this  tour  conditions 
were  essentially  different  from  the  OUd- 
den  tour  or  any  other  long  endurance 
ride.  Starting  In  the  morning,  the  party 
left  the  train  thoroughly  refreshed  after 
a  good  breakfast  and  a  comfortable 
night's  sleep,  and  made  their  run  to  the 
noon  Control.  Arriving  at  the  noon  Con- 
trol, the  Hotel  Train  was,  of  course,  al- 
ready there.  Here  they  could  change 
their  clothes.  If  desired,  have  a  comfort- 
able lunch  and  all  the  conveniences  of  a 
first-class  hotel.  Leaving  the  noon  Con- 
trol, they  ran  50  or  60  or  100  miles  more, 
as  the  itinerary  was  planned  out.  Again 
the  train  awaited  them  and  again  they 
had  an  excellent  dinner  and  a  comfort- 
able place  to  sleep,  and  had  an  evening 
of  pleasant  association  with  each  other, 
where  the  hard  luck  or  funny  events  of 
the  day  could  be  discussed.  The  referee 
and  the  other  officials  of  the  tour  were 
on  the  train  and  in  the  evening  disputed 
points  and  differences  could  all  be  ami- 
cably settled  in  the  presence  of  all  the 
contestants.  After  dinner  there  wore 
card  parties,  musical  recitals  on  the  Vlc- 
trola  and  a  general  scrambling  to  the 
comfortable  beds  of  the  standard  sleep- 
ing cars. 

In  addition,  the  vacuum  cleaners  were 
found  very  convenient  to  clean  out  the 
automobiles— a  little  feature  which  was 
much  appreciated  by  the  autoisU,  and 
wlU  also  be  appreciated  by  any  auto- 
mobile owner.  Mock  weddings  and  other 
Blunts  were  pulled  off  In  the  evenings. 
A  dally  newspaper  called  the  "Dally 
Carburetor,"  was  issued,  full  of  knocks 
and  boosts  and  funny  personalities,  in 
which  the  publicity  man  of  the  Great 
Northern  and  his  newspaper  associates 
got  even  with  the  rest  of  the  crowd.  In 
addition,  the  general  automobile  news 
and  the  real  features  of  the  tour  were 
publi^ed  In  this  paper,  as  well  as  the 
nonsense.  Twice  a  day  telegraphic  news 
fras  received  from  the  General  Passen- 
ger Office  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway, 
living  the  market  reports,  baseball 
scores  and  a  digest  of  the  important 
•ews  in  general. 


This  was  the  first  Hotel  Train  ever 
run  by  any  railway.  The  memberg  of 
this  party  are  more  than  enthusiastic 
over  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of 
such  a  train*  and  are  talking  about  run- 
ning a  tour  next  year  from  St  Paul  to 
Spokane  or  Seattle.  Undoubtedly  many 
such  trains  will  be  run  by  other  rail- 
ways, but  the  Great  Northern  Hallway 
officials  and  L.  W.  Hill,  himself  an  en- 
thusiastic autoist,  are  responsible  for 
this  great  innovation  In  transportatloa 
^ 

A  TRUSTWORTHY  SECTION  MAN. 

The  rain  had  been  falling  steadily  lill 
day.  The  side  ditches  along  the  right- 
of-way  were  running  full  while  the 
smaller  streams  were  swollen  to  sev- 
eral  times  their  ordinary  volume.  All 
day  long  the  faithful  section  gangs  had 
patrolled  their  beats,  removing  rubbish 
from  the  side  ditches  and  mouth  of  cul- 
verts. Through  a  piece  of  upland  wood 
the  water  was  rushing  with  express 
speed,  gathering  leaves,  branches  and 
other  debris  on  its  way. 

The  course  under  the  track  was 
through  a  3x4  culvert.  Several  times 
during  the  morning  the  section  gang 
had  removed  the  Jam  from  the  mouth  of 
this  culvert;  at  one  time  the  water  had 
apparently  lost  some  of  Its  volume  and 
the  men  left  to  Inspect  other  places 
equally  as  dangerous. 

The  partial  stoppage  of  the  water 
was  caused  by  a  jam  of  rubbish  up  In 
the  wood,  twenty  or  thirty  rods  from 
the  track;  the  water,  Instead  of  run- 
ning through  the  culvert,  was  jammed 
and  backed  up,  forming  an  immense 
pool  of  water.  As  soon  as  the  weight 
of  water  became  strong  enough,  the 
jam  was  broken  and  the  waters  rushed 
on  down  to  the  track,  carrying  with 
them  limbs,  branches  and  leaves.  Much 
of  this  being  too  large  to  pass  through 
the  culvert,  formed  another  jam  at  the 
mouth  of  the  culvert  and  the  water 
quickly  arobe  until  it  was  above  the 
culvert  cover  and,  finding  a  weak  spot, 
it  forced  its  way  through,  carrying  iirt 
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Jnto  tlie  interior  of  the  culvert,  which 
soon  filled  up. 

All  the  time  the  water  was  increas- 
ing! permeating  the  dump  outside  of 
wall  of  culvert  until  at:  last  with  a 
mighty  roar  it  found  its  way  through 
the  dump  to  the  other  side  and  in  a 
comparatively  short  time  a  gap  had 
been  washed  through,  leaving  the  rails 
and  ties  suspended  across  a  point  of 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet 

A  lone  section  man,  returning  from 
another  bad  spot^in  the  track,  discov- 
ered the  washout  and  took  a  red  flag 
out  of  his  pocket  and  set  it  up  in  the 
center  of  the  track  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  washout  and  then  retraced  his 
steps  and  hastened  to  inform  his  com- 
rades. Before  he  found  the  washout 
he  was  feeling  very  dejected.  His 
clothes  were  soaking  wet  and  he  was 
cold  and  hungry,  but  now  during  the 
excitement  he  had  forgotten  all  of  his 
discomforts  and  thought  only  of  the 
safety  of  the  trains. 

Long  before  he  reached  his  nearest 
comrades  he  was  yelling  at  the  top  of 
.  his  voice  to  attract  their  attention.  He 
frantically  beckoned  to  them  to  come. 
As  soon  as  they  heard  him  and  saw  him 
waving,  they  realized  that  something 
was  wrong  and  at  once  climbed  the 
dump  and  hastened  to  meet  him. 
Quickly  explaining  the  situation,  himself 
and  one  man  hurried  on  the  run  back 
to  the  washout,  while  one  of  the  men 
ran  the  other  way  to  apprize  the  rest 
of  the  gang,  one  of  whom  was  left  to 
flag  while  the  foreman  and  one  man 
went  on  to  the  washout.  Of  the  two 
who  preceded  them,  one  remained  at 
the  washout,  while  the  other  kept  right 
on,  picking  up  the  flag  on  his  way  and 
hurried  to  the  nearest  station  and  tele- 
graphed the  news  to  the  Dispatcher,  and 
as  soon  as  the  message  came  he  at 
once  side-tracked  all  trains  approaching 
the  washout  and  advised  the  roadmaster 
and  bridge  and  building  master,  giving 
them  the  meager  particulars  he  had 
gotten  from  the  track  man. 

A  gang  soon  had  timber  loaded  on 
a  flat  car  and  an  engine  was  ordered 


with  the  auxiliary  and.  men  to  repmir 
the  break,  the  car  of  timber  being 
pushed  ahead  of  the  engine  from  the 
last  siding  nearest  the  washout  Once 
on  the  ground,  the  situation  was  qniekly 
sized  up  and  the  timber  and  ties  xm- 
loaded  along  side  of  the  track.  The 
water  by  this  tinie  had  subsided  and 
was  now  only  a  trifle  more  in  volume 
than  the  ordinary  stream.  The  wall  and 
cover  of  the  culvert  were  still  intact 
and  a  bent  was  soon  raised  on  top  of 
the  culvert  and  stringers  thrown  across 
the  gap  and  solid  earth  on  each  side. 
The  track  was  then  re-laid  on  tbe 
stringers  and  the  engine  and  train  were 
run  across  several  times  to  test  it,  go- 
ing very  slowly  the  first  time,  returning 
somewhat  faster,  until  sure  that  it  was 
firm  and  safe. 

A  flag  man  was  the  only  one  left 
with  lights,  flags  and  torpedoes  to  guard 
the  tredtle  and  signal  trains,  while  the 
others  boarded  the  train  to  the  station 
and  reported  by  wire:  "Temporary  re- 
pairs made  at  washout,  mileage  126^. 
Trains  may  proceed  not  more  than  four 
miles  per  hour  while  passing  over  tem- 
porary trestle."  This  was  signed  by  the 
foreman.  The  next  morning  the  ma- 
sonry inspector  was  on  hand  and  foond 
that  the  water  had  weakened  the  foun- 
dation and  that  it  was  necessary  to 
tear  down  the  old  culvert  and  rebuild, 
which  was  done  at  once.  The  old  ^4 
box  culvert  was  torn  out  and  a  hand- 
some 6-foot  cement  arch  with  wide  ex- 
tending wings  took  the  place  of  the 
old  structure,  the  dump  rebuilt  sad 
trains  again  resumed  their  usual  speed. 
»o^ 

SECTION  MAN  GIVES  $5 

TO  SAVE  BABIES'  LIVES 

Laborer  Who  Earns  Less  Than  $2  a  Day 
Contributes  to  News  Charity  Pond 

Previously   acknowledged    $3SS.7& 

Colorado  &  Southern  section  man  5.M 
A    Friend    !-•§ 

Total    laSUW 
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A  section  man  on  tbe  Colorado  & 
Southern  Railway  sends  to  The  News 
baby  fund  15  from  his  earnings  In  or- 
der that  the  work  may  be  carried  on 
and  the  little  tots  relieved  of  their  sum- 
mer troubles  and  pains. 

The  heart  of  this  brawny  man  of  the 
railroad  section  is  certainly  hung  exact- 
ly in  the  right  spot.  His  nature  must 
be  a  cloudless  and  charitable  one. 

The  wages  of  a  man  working  on  a 
section  are  not  large.  He  is  not  paid 
in  proportion  to  the  man  who  rolls  by 
in  the  luxurious  Pullman  or  the  official 
in  his  private  car.  In  fact,  there  is  no 
position  on  the  railroads  that  pays  so 
little  in  wage. 

The  hours  are  long.  The  work  is 
hard.  Standing  on  the  hot  and  cracking 
rails  from  sun-up  until  sun-down,  tamp- 
ing a  hit  of  earth  here,  laying  a  new 
rail  there,  in  order  that  the  public  may 
travel  with  safety,  the  section  man 
probably  has  plenty  of  time  for  deep 
philosophical  thought. 
KNOWS  WHAT  HARDSHIP  MEANS. 

Perhaps  he  is  a  lonesome  man.  He 
probably  knows  what  it  is  to  face  the 
heat  He  knows  that  in  Denver  there 
are  hundreds  of  babies  who  need  care, 
who  need  medical  attention,  and  who 
need  fresh  air  and  pure  milk. 

So  this  great  big-hearted  son  of  the 
section,  who  toils  with  a  heavy  shovel 
over  the  hot  tracks  each  day,  reaches 
down  in  his  purse  and  sends  |5  to  the 
baby  fund. 

What  a  glowing  illustration  of  practi- 
cal charity!  What  might  this  same  man 
do  for  the  world  were  he  possessed  of 
the  millions  of  a  Rockefeller  or  a  Car- 
negie? Would  he  build  a  great  educa- 
tional institution  that  only  the  rich 
might  attend,  or  libraries  that  benefit 
only  the  educated,  in  order  that  his 
name  and  the  fame  of  his  riches  might 
go  down  to  posterity? 

Hardly! 

It  would  be  more  like  this  humble 
philanthropist  to  build  a  permanent 
baby  camp,  such  as  The  News  and  the 
Visiting  Nurses'  Association  are  con- 
ducting.  In    every    city.     Perhaps    he 


would  endow  them  perpetually.  May- 
hap he  would  give  his  entire  fortune  to 
charity  and  good  work,  for  the  man  who 
reaches  down  in  his  savings  from  a  sal* 
ary  of  less  than  %2  a  day  and  sends 
more  than  two  days'  salary  in  order  that 
a  baby  here  or  a  baby  there  might  have 
a  new  lease  on  life,  is  a  man  patterned 
muchly  after  the  ideal. 

HAS   HEART   THAT   FEELS. 

Maybe  his  manners  are  rough,  per* 
haps  this  section  man  has  never  felt  the 
soft  caress  of  baby  hands,  but  down  in 
his  heart  there  must  be  a  great  welling 
feeling  for  the  helpless  and  weak. 

In  the  shady  yard  of  the  Bryant 
School  The  News  baby  camp  is  located. 
The  tots  assembled  there  are  learning 
to  live.  Under  the  shady  trees  and  the 
kind  care  of  the  nurses  they  are  know- 
ing what  it  is  to  be  cared  for.  They 
are  improving.  The  News  asks  every- 
one interested  to  help. 

It  wishes  that  there  were  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  "section  men"  on  the  rail- 
roads who  feel  for  humanity  as  the  man 
who  sends  the  contribution.  If  this 
were  the  case  there  would  be  no  need 
of  newspapers  conducting  *'baby  camps." 
The  men  and  women  of  the  world,  in- 
dividually, would  number  enough  to 
take  care  of  the  helpess  little  ones.  But 
the  world  isn't  built  that  way.  One 
man  in  a  thousand  earning  his  living 
on  a  section  would  take  from  his  sav- 
ings to  give  comfort  to  the  helpless  ba- 
bies of  a  great  city. 

•  o-^ 

The  Twen^eth  Century  Limited  Excess 
of  the  New  York  Central  eastbound,  now 
has  a  regular  sleeping  car  from  Buffalo  to 
New  York.  The  train  leaves  Buffalo  at 
12:15  a.  m.  It  does  not  run  into  the  sta- 
tion at  Buffalo,  and  heretofore  has  taken 
no  passengers  from  that  city. 
•o* 

A  press  dispatch  from  Kansas  City  says 
that  the  Atchison,  Topeka  ft  Santa  Fe  has 
dismissed  62  conductors,  brakemen  and 
porters,  many  of  them  long  in  the  service; 
and  that  some  of  these  men  are  to  be 
prosecuted  in  the  courts  for  irregularities 
in  the  collection  of  fares,    ^  , 
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The  Executive  CouncU  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  by  Instruction  of  St.  L.ouis  Conventioo. 
directed  the  officers  at  Headquarters -to  furnish  a  Weolcly  News  Lell'er,  free  of  cost,  to 
all  official  I^bor  publications. 


A  SUCCESSFUL  STRIKE. 

Reports  World  Wide  in  Extent  All 
Agree  that  the  Sailors  Have  Been  Uni- 
versally SuccessfuL 

Washington,  July  29. — While  news  of  a 
specific  character  is  yet  difficult  to  ob- 
tain as  to  the  actual  results  of  the  Sea- 
men's strike,  yet  enough  is  known  that 
it  may  be  stated  that  the  strike  has 
proven  very  succossfuL  Other  organiza- 
tions v/orking  in  connection  with  the  sea- 
men have  in  large  measure  benefited  by 
the  seamen's  success.  Definite  reports 
from  Great  Britain  include  advantageous 
settlements  at  Aberdeen,  Severn,  Cardiff, 
Clyde,  Forth,  Grangemouth,  Hartlepools, 
Humber,  Leinster,  Manchester,  Mersey, 
Newport,  Southampton,  Swansea  and  all 
other  ports  of  consequence.  These  ports 
ship  a  very  large  number  of  seamen  to 
practically  every  port  in  the  world.  It 
is  said  that  there  is  a  good  feeling  ex- 
isting and  that  the  unions  are  increas- 
ing in  membership  at  a  tremendous  rate. 

•  o^ 

Engineers  Get  Advance. 

Birmingham,  Eng.,  July  29.— About  10,- 
000  men  are  affectea  oy  ui«  increase  of 
wages  which  has  been  granted  by  the 
Birmingham  Engineering  Tradeu  Em- 
ployers to  the  employes  belonging  to  the 
Engineers  and  Allied  Trades  Societies' 
Federation.  The  amount  of  advance  to- 
tals $130,000  a  year.  An  agrement  has 
been  entered  into  for  the  increased 
scale  of  wages  to  continue  for  three 
years. 

Carpenters  ti  Sharon,  Mass.,  secured 
advance  of  54o  per  day. 


Another  Use  lor  InjnnctioiL 

Washington,  Aug.  5. — ^Because  his 
prayers  for  rain  during  the  recent  dry 
spell  were  followed  by  such  a  Gopioos 
and  prolonged  downpour  that  their  cot- 
ton crop  was  damaged,  neighbors  of  Uie 
Rev.  Dr.  Moore,  a  Methodist  mhiister  of 
Florence,  3.  C,  threatened  to  sne  out 
an  injunction  restraining  him  from  of- 
fering such  prayers  in  the  future.    . 

^ »o> 

Railway  Workers'  Increase. 

London,  July  29.— An  impending  strike 
on  the  Northeastern  Railway  has  been 
averted  by  the  company  granting  an  ad- 
irance  in  wages.  The  Increase  affects 
apprentice  fitters,  turners,  blackamitlis, 
coppersmiths  and  pattern  makers,  as  well 
as  other  related  trades. 


Long  Strike  Settled. 


Denver,  Aug.  5.— Through  the  efiora 
of  James  F.  Maloney,  third  victMfl^ 
dent  of  the  International  Printing  Mstr 
men  and  Assistants'  Union,  who  bu 
been  in  this  city  but  a  short  time  is 
behalf  of  the  Webb  ptessman,  an  agree- 
ment has  been  reached  with  the  IU>clc7 
Mountain  News,  Republican  and  Post, 
whereby  imion  pressmen  Ihroughont  viK 
be  employed  hereafter.  The^  three  pa- 
pers mentioned  have  been  emplojias 
non-union  pressmen  for  nearly  a  year, 
the  strike  occurring  over  the  papers  re- 
fusing to  comply  with  an  agreement  i> 
reference  to  wages.  This  setUeMDt 
cleans  up  the  Denver  situation  and  aS 
the  d9}ly  popen  are  now  employing  im- 
ion men  in  every  department 
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Chauffeurs  Win  Strike. 

Atlantic  City,  July  20.--Tbe  taxicab 
chaafTears  went  on  strike  as  a  protest 
against  a  reduction  in  their  weekly 
wag:e3  for  their  outfits,  in  addition  to 
the  gasoline  rebate  which  th^  company 
demanded.  A  few  hours  only  were  neo 
essary  to  reach  a  settlement  whereby 
the  money  should  not  be  deducted  for 
uniforms  and  the  men  allowed  to  pur- 
chase their  own  gasoline. 

•  o^ 

Keymen  Get  Raise* 

Chicago,  July  29. — The  Board  of  Con- 
ciliation appointed  to  investigate  the  dis- 
pute between  the  Great  Northwestern 
Telegraph  Company  and  the  members  of 
the  Commercial  Telegraphers'  Union, 
has  filed  its  report  with  the  Canadian 
Government  at  Ottawa.  This  report  is 
unanimous  in  Its  findings  and  provides 
for  a  set  of  working  rules  and  a  sched- 
ule of  minimum  wages  6  per  cent  higher 
than  the  former  scale.  All  of  the  men 
who  were  dismissed  on  account  of  activ- 
ity in  the  union  were  reinstated. 

•  o^ 

Successful  Strike. 

Pittsburg,  Pa. — The  Metal  Trades  Coun- 
cil has  just  emerged  from  a  strike  on 
the  U.  S.  Sanitary  Manufacturing  Co.  a 
winner.  A  dispute  arose  over  a  question 
of  promotions  and  wages.  The  strike 
was  five  days  in  duration  and  then  an 
amicable  adjustment  was  reached  with 
the  company  and  all  returned  to  work. 

•  o^ 

Strike  Averted. 

Cincinnati,  Aug.  6.— A  strike  of  teleg- 
raphers has  been  averted  on  the  Cincin- 
nati, New  Orleans  &  Te^as  Pacific  and 
the  Alabama  &  Great  Southern  Railways 
by  the  roads  signing  a  contract  with  the 
keymen  granting  increased  wages,  short- 
er hours  and  bettered  working  condi- 
tions. 

Musicians  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  secured 
50c  per  day  Increase.  Printers  also  in- 
creased their  wagpes  50c  per  day. 


Building  Trades  Strike. 

Paris,  July  29. — The  general  strike  in 
che  building  trades  in  this  city  involves 
80,000  men.  The  strike  was  called  to 
establish  a  nine-hour  day  and  the  aboli- 
tion of  piece  work.  The  building  indus- 
try is  at  a  complete  standstill,  with  the 
men  firm  In  their  determination  to  win 
the  contest. 

Electricians  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  in- 
creased wages  50  cents  per  day.  Pav- 
ers gained  increase  of  25  cents  per  day. 

•  o^ 

Talks  for  Labor. 

Washington,  Aug.  5. — ^"The  only  aris- 
tocracy that  should  be  recognized  in  this 
country  should  be  the  brains  and  muscle, 
and  not  the  non-producers,"  was  an  ex- 
pression made  by  Representative  James 
A.  Hamill,  of  New  Jersey,  a  member  of 
the  District  Committee,  before  the  dele- 
gates of  the  Washington  Central  Labor 
Union.  Reviewing  the  operations  of  the 
eight-hcur  law  of  the  national  govern- 
ment, 'Representative  Hamill  said  he 
hoped  soon  to  see  passed  by  Congress  a 
clause  to  the  effect  that  the  eight-hour 
day  would  apply  to  all  work  done  for  the 
Government. 

•  o^ 

To  Carry  Labor  News. 

Washington,  Aug.  5. — Since  the  ii^ 
auguration  of  the  weekly  news  letter  by 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  a 
large  number  of  papers,  aside  from  the 
labor  press,  daily  and  weekly,  have  open- 
ed labor  columns.  The  last  paper  to  in- 
augurate the  plan  is  the  Daily  Chronicle, 
Orange,  N.  J. 

Painters   of  Alliance,  O.,  secured  ad- 
vance to  13  per  day. 
•o« 
Establish  Eight-Hour  Day. 

Springfield,  O.,  July  29.—The  United 
Association  of  Plumbers,  by  an  agree- 
ment entered  into  without  friction,  has 
established  the  eight-hour  day.  This 
makes  nine  crafts  in  the  city  now  en- 
joying the  shorter  work-day.  GoOqIc 
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Can't  Destroy  Organization. 

Stockholm,  July  29. — The  tramway  em- 
ployes over  a  year  ago  emerged  from  a 
bitter  strike  with  their  organization  bad- 
ly crippled,  and  were  compelled  to  re- 
turn to  work  unconditionally.  After  a 
year's  effort,  the  organization  has  been 
restored,  and  with  greater  strength  than 
ever  before.  It  is  now  negotiating  for 
an  increase  and  beter  working  condi- 
tions, with  recognition  of  the  organiza- 
tion, and  have  every  assurance  that 
their  demands  will  be  met  without  a 
struggle. 

>o* 
Anotiier  Raise. 

London,  July  29.— An  official  state- 
ment has  Just  been  issued  detailing  the 
negotiations  between  the  Midland  Rail- 
way Company  and  its  employes  in  the 
goods  department.  It  contains  informa- 
tion that  a  number  of  substantial  im- 
provements have  been  secured  in  work- 
ing conditions.  The  minimum  wage  of 
the  sidings  porters  has  been  raised  $1 
per  week,  with  a  general  increase  of  one 
shilling  per  week.  Decreases  in  work- 
ing hours  to  eight  during  the  summer 
have  been  conceded  to  numerous 
classes  of  employes,  while  overtime  is 
to  be  paid  for  work  on  Sundays  and 
holidays. 

Teamsters  of  Dubuque,  la.,  secured 
increase  of  50  cents  per  week.  % 

•  o* 
The  Old  Scheme. 

Detroit,  Aug.  5. — ^The  Employers'  As- 
sociation of  this  city  is  advertising 
broadcast,  inviting  workmen  to  come  to 
Detroit,  stating  that  there  is  plenty  of 
work,  with  the  best  possible  conditions. 
This  is  not  in  accord  with  the  truth,  for 
there  are  a  large  number  of  men  in  all 
of  the  trades  that  are  not  employed. 
The  Central  Body  on  two  occasions  has 
been  compelled  to  meet  these  question- 
able methods  on  the  part  of  he  Man- 
ufacturers' Association  and  circularize 
the  country,  advising  men  to  avoid  D^ 
troit  There  are  more  men  in  Detdiit  at 
the  present  time  than  there  Is  worlc  for. 


Labors  Influence  in  Georgia 

AtlanU.  Ga.,  Aug.  6.— A  bill  provid- 
ing for  a  ten-hour  day,  with  virtually  do 
exceptions,  for  cotton  and  woolen  mills 
of  Georgia,  has  been  enacted  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  now  in  ses- 
sion. It  provides  that  no  emidoye  in 
textile  industries,  except  mechanictass 
and  those  iiaving  direct  care  of  the 
property,  shall  be  allowed  to  work  more 
than  ten  hours  of  any  day,  and  makes 
infringement  on  the  part  of  the  employer 
punishable  as  a  misdemeanor.  The  WL 
passed"  the  House  on  its  final  passage 
by  a  vote  of  128  to  40. 

•<>« 

Reduced  Hours  for  Barmaids. 

London,  Aug.  5. — If  a  bill  now  be- 
fore Parliament  becomes  a  law,  the 
English  bar  maids  will  get,  in  effect*  a 
six-day  week.  These  girls  are  now 
working  an  excessive  number  of  hours. 

Another  Wage  Settlement 

Hamburg,  July  29.— The  movement  on 
the  Friedberg  Regional  lines  has  been 
successfully  terminated  by  the  Amsttf- 
dam  railway  men.  An  increased  irage 
and  promotion  scheme  has  been  estab- 
lished and  mileage  money  increased. 

Printers  of  Dubuque,  la.,  obtained  in- 
crease of  |1  per  week. 

»<>• 

A  Fair  Retort 

Pat,  who  bad  a  bad  coin  given  to  Idai. 
decided  to  try  to  spend  it.  He  there- 
fore went  into  a  tobacconist  and  asked 
for  a  cigar.  The  shopman  handed  over 
the  cigar,  and  Pat,  putting  the  cigar  ta 
his  mouth,  tendered  the  coin.  He  was 
making  his  way  out  when  the  shopman 
shouted: 

"Hey.  man,  do  you  know  it  is  a  bad 
one?" 

Pat  turned  round  and  said: 

"Never  mind.  Ill  smoke  it  if  it  kills 
me." 

No  heights  can  be  reached  without  a 
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The  Bales  of  a  really  popular  song  run 
up  into  the  thousands,  and  the  lucky  au- 
thors revel  temporarily  in  the  wealth  it 
brings  them.  Jerome  H.  Remick  ft  Co. 
have  had  as  many  as  six  of  these  songs 
selling  at  one  time. 

This  is  a  remarkable  record,  but  to 
have  one  writer  furnish  four  of  them 
seems  almost  a  miracle.  Percy  Wenrich, 
one  of  our  youngest  song  writers,  has 
again  demonstrated  his  ability  to  strike 
the  popular  fancy  by  his  latest,  **We*ve 
Kept  the  Golden  Rule." 

Founded,  as  it  is,  upon  the  oldest  and 
greatest  principle  of  moral  philosophy, 
the  lyric  goes  as  straight  to  the  hearts  of 
the  music-loving  multitude  as  does  the 
tuneful  melody. 

A  sentiment  similar  to  that  of  "Old 
Grey  Bonnet"  pervades  this  song,  and 
young  and  old  will  benefit  by  its  moral. 

When  songs  like  "We've  Kept  the  Gold- 
en Rule"  become  popular,  the  world  Is 
getting  better. 

CHORUS. 

When  we  were  playmates  together. 
In  all  sorts  of  weather, 
I   would   whistle  for  you  as   we  trot 
along  to  school. 
Through  the  green  fields  we'd  ramble. 
And  watch  the  lambs  at  gambol, 
And    we've    always   kept    the    Golden 
Rule. 


Disposing  of  the  First. 


"But,  Bertha,  how  did  you  make  the 
acquaintance  of  your  second  husband?" 

"It  was  quite  romantic.  I  was  out 
walking  with  my  first,  when  my  second 
came  along  in  a  motor  car  and  ran  him 
down.  That  was  the  beginning  of  our 
frtendship." 

Object  Unobjected  To. 

Doctor — You  are  now  convalescent  and 
all  you  need  is  exercise.  Tou  should 
walk  ten  or  twenty  miles  a  day,  sir;  but 
your  walking  should  have  an  object. 

Patient— AU  right,  doctor;  111  travel 
around  trying  to  borrow  enough  to  pay 
your  bfiSL 


Miss  BJanche  Hiug  is  the  soug  writer's 
f rieud,  and  to  have  her  choose  a  song  for 
her  repertoire  as  the  season  opens  means 
the  positive  success  of  the  song.  She 
generally  secures  the  exclusive  rights  for 
a  certain  period,  and  no  other  singer  is 
allowed  to  sing  It  in  public  during  that 
time.  She  is  still  the  leading  lady  with 
the  "Yankee  Girl"  company,  and  this 
year  she  is  featuring  Jerome  and 
Schwartz's  song,  "Let's  Make  Love 
Among  the  Roses."  There  are  few  sing- 
ers who  know  so  well  how  to  ''put  a  song 
over  the  footlights"  as  Miss  Ring,  and  her 
winning  ways  in  the  chorus  and  the  "en- 
semble," combining  the  full  chorus  on 
the  stage,  the  orchestra,  and  a  vast  audi- 
ence, is  worth  hearing.  No  one  enjoys 
the  effect  more  than  Miss  Ring,  and  she. 
always  tenders  a  profusion  of  thanks  to 
the  chorus  in  front  who  work  to  make 
her  songs  a  success — and  pay  for  that 
privilege.  The  chorus  is  simple  and 
sweet: 

Let's  make  love  among  the  roses,  dearie, 

you  and  I; 
Stealing  little  hugs  and  tender  kisses  on 

the  sly. 
Where  the  honey  bees  are  sipping  honey 

youll  find  no  gloom; 
Let's  make  love  among  the  roses,  where 

the  roses  bloom. 

»o« 

Maxims  for  the  Young. 


Keep  good  company  or  none.  Never 
he  idle.  If  your  hands  cannot  be  use- 
fully employed,  attend  to  the  cultivation 
of  your  mind. 

Always  speak  the  truth.  Make  few 
promises.  Live  up  to  your  engage- 
ments. When  you  speak  to  a  person, 
look  him  in  the  face. 

Good  company  and  good  conversation 
are  the  very  sinews  of  virtue.  Good 
character  is  above  all  things  else.  Never 
listen  to  lose  or  idle  conversation.  You 
had  better  be  poisoned  in  your  blood 
than  in  your  principles. 

Your  character  cannot  be  essentially 
injured  except  by  your  own  acts.  It 
any  one  should  speak  evil  of  you,  let 
your  life  be  so  virtuous  that  none  will 
believe  him. 
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Success. 


"He  has  nchieyed  success  who  has 
lived  well»  laughed  often  and  loved 
much;  who  has  gained  the  respect  of 
intelligent  men  and  the  love  of  little 
children;  who  has  filled  his  niche  and 
accomplished  his  task;  who  has  left  the 
world  better  than  he  found  it,  whether 
by  an  improved  poppy,  a  perfect  poem, 
or  a  rescued  soul;  who  has  never  lacked 
appreciation  of  earth's  beauty  or  failed 
to  express  it;  who.  has  always  looked  for 
the  best  in  others  and  given  the  best 
he  had;  whose  life  was  an  inspiration; 
whose  memory  a  benediction."— Stanley. 

It  is  quite  as  difScult  as  ever  to  out- 
wit Pat  This  was  proved  the  other  day 
at  a  trial,  when  an  Irish  witness  was 
being  examined  as  to  his  knowledge  of 
a  shooting  affair. 

"Did  you  see  the  shot  fired?"  the  mag- 
istrate asked,  when  Pat  had  been  sworn. 

"No,  sor,  I  only  heard  it,"  was  the 
evasive  reply. 

"That  evidence  is  not  satisfactory,"  re- 
plied the  magistrate.     "Stand  down." 

The  witness  proceeded  to  leave  the 
box,  and  directly  his  back  was  turned 
he  laughed  derisively.  The  magistrate. 
Indignant  at  the  contempt  of  court, 
called  him  back  and  asked  him  how  he 
dared  to  laugh  in  court. 

"Did  you  see  me  laugh,  your  honor?" 
queried  the  offender. 

"No,  but  I  heard  you,"  was  the  irate 
reply. 

"That  evidence  is  not  satisfactory," 
said  Pat  quietly,  but  with  a  twinkle  in 
his  eye. 

And  this  time  everybody  laughed— 
even  the  magistrate. — Ideas. 

"Goodness,  Josiah!  I  hope  the  people 
around  here  won't  send  Eben  to  the  Leg* 
islature   any   more." 

"Why  not,  Susan?" 

"Why,  he  writes  home  that  ho  killed 
three  bills  in  two  days.  Suppose  it 
should  leak  out!" 

The  cross-eyed  man  was  watching  the 
activity  of  Niagara. 

"What  a  big  waste!"  he  remarked  to 
his  friend. 


The  very  stout  lady  standing  near  bj 
looked  at  him  angrily. 

"Mind  your  own  business/'  she  m,v 
ped. 

— — •mO* 

Right  Kind  of  Bait 

A  Methodist  bishop  was  recently  i 
guest  at  the  home  of  a  friend  who  had 
two  charming  daughters.  One  morning 
the  bishop,  accompanied  by  the  two 
young  ladies,  vrent  out  in  the  hope  o( 
catching  some  trout  An  old  flsbemnn. 
out  for  the  same  purpose,  wishing  to  ap- 
pear friendly,  called  out: 

"Ketchin'  many,  pard?" 

The  bishop,  drawing  himself  to  his  foil 
height,  replied:  "Brother,  I  am  a  fisher 
of  men.** 

"You've  got  the  right  kind  o'  bait,  all 
right,"  was  the  fisherman's  rejolnder.- 
Success. 

Some  self-made  people  mutt  suffer 
with  remorse. 

Prosperity  makes  friends  and  adrer 
sity  tries  them. 

Before  marriage  a  man's  idea  of  a 
household  motto  is  "Rest  in  Peace;**  aft 
er  marriage  it  is  "Gates  Ajar." 

Naturally  he  was  in  a  "state."  Some 
thing  must  be  done,  and  done  qaiekly. 
So  he  sent  the  following  telegram: 

"Don't  marry  till  I  come.'— Henry. 

—Uppincott'a.    ^ 

•  o^ 

Off  On  Their  Sex. 

A  young  woman  from  the  city  ^ 
been  visting  on  a  ranch  up  in  the  cattk 
country  for  a  few  weeks.  Seeing  flo»« 
calves  running  across  a  pasture,  she  ei 
claimed,  "Oh,  what  pretty  cowlets." 

"Yes,  miss,"  drawled  the  ranchmaiL 
pulling  his  mustache  to  conceal  a  smile, 
"they  are  pretty,  but  them's  bullets." 


DDnTUCD  .ftccidentlj  dtncorenHl  roo4  wtU  «** 
DHU  I  ntn  both  totarco  habit  mod  iwSHSJT 
Gladly  Bend  partlcolan.  J.  B.  Stockw,  Mota"*- 
Foiida. 


RAY  hair: 


oMmjAmM^un^^am 

I  Hi«d,  too.    IHm't  VMM  m»B»T  mA  tako  rWc*  ««jr 
I  tioakbic  4y9*  or  naiDs.  Qm  oarbtg  BMk  m  AfMH*^ 
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NOTICE    OF    REGULAR    ASSESSMENT    NO.    177, 


DUE     SEPTEMBER    1,    1911 


OFFICE  OF  GRAND  LODGE, 
Vanol  Building, 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  September 


1,  i9n.J 


In  accordance  with  Section  1,  Ar- 
ticle XIV,  of  the  Constitution,  Reg- 
ular Assessment  No.  \77  is  due  Sep- 
tember 1,  1911,  payable  not  later 
than  October  5,  1911.  All  who 
were  members  of  the  Insurance  De- 
partment prior  to  Sept.  5,  1911,  are 
required  to  pay  this  assessment  on 
or  before  October  5,  1911. 


The  following  rates  will  apply  from  January  1,  1909.  All  certificates 
issued  prior  to  January  1,  1909,  will  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  at 
the  same  rates  as  heretofore. 

On  $2S0  Certiflcates. 


21   " 

25  " 
30  " 
35  " 
40  " 
45  " 
50  " 


25 
30 
35 
40 
45 
50 
55 


On  1500  Certlflcates. 

i  25  cents. 

From  18  to  35  years  of  age  50  cents. 

30      ' 

( 

"      35  "  40      "           "60      " 

35      ' 

< 

^'      40  "  45      "           "    75      " 

40 

< 

"    45  "  50     "           "    $1.00 

45      ' 

< 

On  11.000  CerUflcates. 

50      ' 

14 

From  18  to  35  years  of  age $1.00 

55 

ft 

"     35  "  40     "        "      1.25 

60     " 

"     40  "45     "        "      1.50 

Fraternally  yours  m  B.  L.  and  U., 


'^GranoSec.-Treas. 
Make  all  Money  Orders  and  Drafts  payable  to  SAMUEL  J.  PEGG 


Books  Kor  Sale 

MAINTENANCE    OV    WAT    STANDAIIDS. 
Bjr  F.  A.  SniUb. 

Contalninr  in  one  handy  volume  the  present  rules  and  practice  In  the  Road  Departmeoti 
of  the  Principal   American   Railways.     Over   300  Illustrations.     Slse  6^x7%  Inches. 

Price.  11.60  net.  postpaid. 

PBACnCAI*  SWITCH  WORK. 
Vij  D.  H.  JjowM. 

An  Instructor  and  guide  for  Roadmasters.  Section    Foremen     and    Construction    Foremes. 
The  contents  include  chapters  on  General   Turn-Outs.    Stub    and    Sk>llt    Switches,    Analyslf  of 
Curves,  and  a  large  number  of  tables  for  the  quick  and  correct  construction  of  any  switch. 
Cloth.   174  pages.  4^x6^  inches. 
Price.   $0.7 S  net.  postpaid. 

RAILWAY  CUBTE8. 
Bjr  F.  A.  Smith,  M.  E.  C.  E. 

This  book  Is  written  especially  for  practical  trackmen  who  desire  a  guide  so  that  tb«j 
may  become  better  acquainted  with  the  eleTrentary  principles  of  railway  curves  and  to  en- 
able them  to  adjust  their  curves  satisfactorily  Independent  of  the  civil  engineer.  Alt  coot* 
plicated  formula  or  calculations  have  been  omitted  In  order  to  produce  this  practical  vork. 

Cloth,   4x6^  Inches:   60  pages,   including  tables  and  diagrams. 
Price,   $1.00  net.  postpaid. 

THE  TRACKKEN'S  HBKPBR. 
RoTlsad  tOCh  CeBtmr  Bdltiaii. 

A  practical  guide  for  American  Trackmen.  Thirtieth  Thousand.  360  pages;  fully  iHw- 
trated;  6^x7^  Inches. 

Price.   11.60  net.  postpaid. 

STANDARD    TURN-OUTS    ON    AMERICAN    RAII^ROADS. 
Bjr  F.  A.  Smith.  C.  E.  M.  E. 

A  practical  hand  book  for  Roadmasters  and  Track  Foremen.  A  new.  handy  refereic^ 
volume — giving  drawings  of  Standard  Split  ar;d  Stub  Switches,  and  full  descriptive  detalli 
arranged  for  convenience  and  ready  reference  when  putting  In  Switches. 

THK  ONI.T  BOOK  OF  THK  KIND  PUBUSHED 

Leather,   4%x7%   Inches,   41   pages. 
Price,   11.00  net,   postpaid. 

ROBERTS'  RULES  OF  ORDER. 

ROBERTS'  RULES  OF  ORDER  having  been  re-adopted  by  our  Boston  Convention  to 
govern  the  Parliamentary  Practices  of  our  Brotherhood,  which  will  be  furnished  to  our  meai- 
bers  upon  receipt  of   the  price  of  75   CENTS  Fv»R  EACH  COPY. 

BACKBONE. 
A  BovBoer  for  the  Bines. 

Hints  for  the  prevention  of  Jelly-spine  curvature  and  mental  Fqutnt  ^  I 
straight-up  antidote  for  the  blues  and  a  straight-ahead  sure  cure  for  the  gntncb  I 
rwentjr  Thousand  Copies  Sold  and  Not  Ono  Retamed.  I 

The  optimism  and  Healthy  Good-Cheer  of  Backbone  gives  the  Iniplr*^*" 
to  look  on  the  "sunny-side  of  thinga"  Everyone  needs  a  little  encourap**"* 
at  times  and  all  will  benefit  by  Its  reading.  Backbone  contains  over  SO  P*(^ 
of  gloom-dispelling  philosophy,  the  be  t  of  the  "Keep-a-Pushing"  i>oetrr  ^" 
,____^_^__  hundreds  of  remarkably  good  sayings,  mottoes  and  aphorisms  of  our  abl««*  ®* 
A  few  of  the  Backbone  Bracers  are  the  chapters  on  Character,  Cheerfulness.  Purpose.  Soc- 
cess.  Opportunity.  Progress,  Worry,  Persistence,  Self- Improvement,  Training.  Ldttle  "^^^ 
Courage,  Self -Confidence.  Ifletakes.  Thoroughness,  Ehiemlea.  Love.  Criticism.  Duty.  Wo*-  •"'^ 
a  dozen  other  subjects. 

These  chapters  are  Introduced  with  splendid  original  articles  by  Dr.  W.  C.  Abbott  D'- 
George    F.    Butler,    J.    D.    Albright,    A.    S.    Bardlck,  W.   F.   Waugh.  and  others. 

Eighty  pages  printed  attractively  in  two  colors  and  tied  with  silk  ribbon.  Price  in  ^ 
binding,  60  cents  each.  DeLuxe.  limp  brown  leather  copies.  $1.00  each.  Terms,  c^'^  ^ 
order.     Money  back  If  not  satisfied.     Special  prices  on  qunntttirs. 

The  above  books  are  the  very  best  of  their  kind    In   the   market  and   can    be   hl^^^  ^ 
ommended  by  the  Editor.     A  supply  has  been  obtained   and   are   for   sale  at    the  prico*  '^ 
for  each.     Send  In  your  orders,  remitting  by  express  or  postoffice  money  order,  cash  ox*  P^^*^ 
stamps.     Address  all  orders  to 

J. 

3000  Olive  Street  St.  L.ouls,  iM^' 

uiuiiLuuw'Goc»*'*"*ig^ 


STARCK 

PIANOS 

^  PLAYER  PIANOS 

ini  Make  It  Easy  for  You  to  Own  One 
And  Save  $100  to  $200  on  Cost! 

What  I  have  done  for  others  I  will  do  tor  you?  Where 
we  have  no  representative!  will  send  you  a  Handsome 
Starok  Piano  on  30  Days'  FREE  TRIAL  in 
Yoor  Own  Home,  all  at  my  risk,  and  without  obligation  on  your  part  in 
advance.     Yon  will  be  delighted  with  the  piano  and  you  will  want  to  keep  it. 


If  you  do  not  find  it  the  sweet^ 
est  toned*  handsomest*  best^ 
finished*  best-made  and  liigh* 
est -grade  piano  you  have  ever 
seen  and  fully  equal  to  best  and 
highest -priced  piano  made*  it 
majr  be  returned  and  I  will  pay 
freight  both  ways.  I  will  use 
yon  right. 


I  will  select  the  piano  personally 

for  yon  and  take  much  pleasure  in 
aoeommodating  you  as  to  terms* 
giving  you  any  reasonable  time  in 

which  to  pay  for  the  instrument.  I 
make  it  extremely  simple  and  easy 
for  you  to  deal  with  me,  no  matter 
where  you  live.  Send  today  for  my 
handsome  printed  matter. 


The 

STARCK 
Piano 

Bin^s  its  own 
praise — it  does 
not  need  a  "sil- 
very-tongued'* 
salesman  to  ex- 
tol its  many 
good  points. 
Letme  satvey  ou 
money  on  a  sam* 
pie  instrument. 


P.  A.  Starok  Piano  Co.. 

Chicago.  His. 
Gentlemen.—l  have  received  a  letter  from 
my  friends  statina  that  they  are  "tickled 
to  death**  over  the  piano  received  recently. 
They  found  it  O.  K.  and  advised  me  to  for- 
ward checkat  once  as  they  waive  the  10-day 
trial — pleased  at  a  alance — "love at  first 
sisrht"  as  it  were.  I  don't  see  how  you  can 
afford  to  make  so  fine  an  instrument  at  so 
low  a  price.  Thanking  you.  I  remain. 
REV.  CHAS.  B.  MIBHL. 

Okawville.  111. 


The 

STARCK 
Piano 

IS  fully  warran- 
ted for  25  years, 
but  it  lasts  a  life* 
time.  BT"  Send 
for  my  Special 

AdveHlsini  Im> 
trodnotorr  Offer 
to  First  Borers 
In  ne^r  loealitieo. 

If  you  hai'f  an  organ 
J  will  wakf  a  Ubtral 
alloxoanct  for  it. 


CTT  A  T>  r^lT  PLAYER 

OliVlVv^JIV  PIANOS 
MAKE  PIANISTS  OF  US  AXL 

If  interested,  send  for  our  Special 
Catalogae  and  Prices* 

NEW  PIANOS 
i£i^  $135  and  up! 

USED  PIANOS 
$10.00   and  upt 

Church  and  Parlor  Or  jana 

—  ALL.  STYLES  AND  PRICES  — 


P.  O.  Address State... 

I  saw  this  ad  in  the  # 


CUT  OUT  THIS  COUPON  AND  MAIL  TODAY 

P.  A.  STARCK.  President  P.  A.  Starok  PUno  Co..  ChioaSo.  111. 

(207-aoO  HabMh  Avenua)  ! 

Please  send  me  full  particulars  of  your  Spoeiol  AdvertisinA  Introdootory  Offer  | 

to  Firot  Rnyere,  with  handsome  printed  matter,  book  of  testimonials,  etc.  | 

Name ! 


R.F.D 


P.  A.  STARCK  PIANO  CO.,  Chicago.  111.  .. 

Executive  Offices  snd  Warcrooms,  21t-212  So.  Wabash  Ave.    Dcpt.    AA!^     jQK  LC 


i 


The  Brotherhood  Badge. 

The  multiple  badge  illustrated  in  an 
exact  reproduction  of  the  badge  adopted 
at  New  Orleans,  and  is  made  up  of  satin- 
faced,  grosgrain,  tri-colored  ribbon  with 
lettering  in  gold  leaf  on  one  side,  which 
is  used  for  parade  purposes.  The  reverse 
side  is  black  with  silver  letters,  and  is 
used  for  funeral  purposes;  edged  trim- 
med in  best  gold  fringe  and  the  bottom 
with  gold  bullion.  The  metallic  portion 
can  be  detached  from  the  ribbon  and 
used  for  Lodge  purposes,  thus  giving  a 
badge  for  all  occasions.  The  metal  is  sil- 
ver oxidized;  the  lettering  on  metal  parts 
is  black  or  white  celluloid,  and  is  a  hand- 
some and  attractive  badge  in  every  re- 
spect. On  the  top  title  bar  is  name  and 
number  of  lodge  and  on  the  lower  bar 
name  of  officer  or  member,  while  the 
medallion  shows  the  emblem  of  the  Or- 
ganization in  colors  on  celluloid. 

The  price  of  these  badges  is  for  set  of 
ten  officers' badges,  |7;  members'  badges, 
75  cents  each  singly,  or  $8.40  per  dozen, 
when  ordered  in  dozen  lots.  Address  all 
orders  to  SAMUEL  J.  PBGG, 

Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

This  is  an  lllMStration 

OF  OUR 


NEW  FOB 


%  SIZE 


The  Medallion  is  ox- 
idized silver  finish 
with  the  handcar  ex- 
ecuted in  colors  on 
celluloid.  The  strap 
is  calf  especially 
prepared  for  fob- 
straps.    The  price  is 

40c  Each 

or  $4.00  per  dozen 
by  registered  mail. 

Address  all  orders  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PE66, 

Secy.-Treas. 

'Vanol  Bldg..  3900  Olive  St 
St.  Louis.   Ifo. 
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Fate  Hangs  No  Red  Lanterns 

•  on  tlie  Crossings  of  a  IVlan's  ILlfe 

How  do  you  know  that  tomorrow  an  accident  will  not  end  the  days 
of  your  active  railroad  service,  placing  you  tending  a  switch,  or  watch- 
ing a  crossing  at  a  much  reduced  salary? 

If  this  did  happen,  would  you  and  your  family  go  on  living  as  pleas- 
antly and  comfortably  as  you  now  do?  Or  would  you  give  up  your 
pleasures,  your  comforts,  and  drop  far  below  your  present  station  in 
life? 

Preparation  is  the  best  safeguard.  Here  is  an  opportunity  to  increase 
your  income  enough  to  prepare  for  the  future  and  to  live  better  in 
the  present.    Such  an  opportunity  comes  once  in  a  lifetime. 

WE    WANT    SOIVIE    FtAIlLROAD    IVIEN 
to  give  us  part  or  all  of  their  time. 

Many  are  now  greatly  increasing  their  income  by  giving  us  part  of 
their  time.  A  number  of  these,  starting  on  part  time,  decided  to  give 
us  all  of  their  time  and  are  doubling  their  incomes.  Many  railroad 
men  whose  incomes  were  reduced  through  the  loss  of  an  arm  or  leg 
are  now  making  more  money  than  they  did  before  their  misfortune. 
The  success  of  the  railroad  men  now  representing  us  has  been  so 
great  that  we  want  more  of  the  same  class.  Common  sense  is  all 
that  is  needed  to  qualify.  The  amount  of  compensation  depends  en- 
tirely on  the  man. 

Write  for  further  particulars.  You  can  read  our  proposition  and  tell  us 
why  you  are  the  man  for  us. 

THE  OXYPATHOR  COMPANY 


292  PEARL  STREET, 


^^ir^z^^:^:m 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


Catalog  of  3862  Bargains— FREE 

Everything  for  the  Home— On  Credit 

3862  Bargains  in  home-furnishings  are  illustrated  in  our  big  fall  catalog— hundreds 
of  carpets,  rugs,  and  draperies  in  their  natural  colors.  And  this  great  book  is  Free. 


Orcr  a  Year  to  Pay 

This  book  abows  ftn  endlew  Taiiety  of 
beaittlfal  thlnirs  that  make  the  home 
more  ckeerfol  andcomforteble. 

And  DO  matter  wbere  jcn  ttre  or  how 
BTOch  yoa  earn,  yon  can  boy  yoar  home- 
fQrniahiiwrB  bere'^on  credit— without 
pobllcity^wltbocit  red  tape.  We  have 
tmfftedthe  great  wiMiclfis  chtss  for 
ever  27  Jtmtm^  and  we  know  they  are 
honeat  Several  hundred  thcmsaiid  peo- 
ple all  orer  the  country  bare  open  ac- 
coaoti  with  ns.  We  irive  them  over  a 
yeaivto  Day  for  anytblng  they  buy.  You 
too  can  UTo  the  same  eaay-to-pay  terms 
00  any  of  the  8862  things  in  oar  catalog. 

Ho.  AlOM 
8«ntfor 

Solid  Oak  43 

inch    top 

Jertal  Ul>le  finUbed 

rich  flaky  Krain  c< 

golU«n.  Hat  liand 

csrwd  l#i».  Only 

ft  limited  lot  to 

elr«»  out  at  tlib 

ipM-ial  laving 

pric«  of    $10.96. 


16  to  60%  SAVIWCS  ON 

Fumitore    Carpets    GoCarts    Pianos 
Rugs     Stores     Draperies     Chfautware 
Lamps  and  Clocks     Refrigerators 
Sihrcrware  Sewing  MacklBes 

Men's  Oodiinf  Washing  MackkMS 

Women's  Clothing    Graphophones 


Easy  to  Pay 


80  Pay  FIroe  Irtal 

This  catalog  Is  made  up  of  special  k>t8 
of  household  things,  bought  for  spot  cash 
from  makers  who  were  hard  pressed  for 
ready  cash,  or  from  factories  whose  out- 
puts we  oontroL  And  anything  you  eeicct 


will  be  sent  you  for  80  days  approval.  You 
«ay  use  the  goods  a.  whole  mo  '" 
before  yon  decide  to  buy  them. 


%lfMI«  yoa  are  Mslng  the  goods 

On  $10.00     On  $25.00      On  $50.00 

Purchase        Purchase  Purchase 

Pay    $1.00     Pay  $3.75      Pay  $7.50 

Cash  Cash  Cash 

TScMonthly    $2Monthly    $4Monthly 


Scod  for  FIree  Catalog 

Our  New  Fbll  General  Catalog  of  8862 
Bargains  In  house  furnishings  should 
bo  in  every  home.  Every  housewife  will 
appreciate  its  thonsands  of  magnificent 
comforts  and  its  marvelous  piicc  reduc- 
tions. S<»id  us  a  postal  today  and  we 
will  send  you  free  and  Postage  Paid, 
this  great  book  of  honse-furnlHhing  bar- 
gains.  Do  this  now—before  you  forget 


month 

.  If 

th'^v  are  not  more  than  ■atlsfactory,  re- 
turn the  goods  at  our  expense.  weMi 
refund  your  small  first  payment,  and 
even  pay  the  freight  charges  both  way**. 
Back  off  this  offer  is  the  endorsement 
of  the  Ffa^t  NatfcMial  Bank  of  Chicago. 

HO.A629 
Sent  for  $1.00 
Richly    band   earvo< 
rock«r  flnithad  in  Am«i^ 
lean  QaarUr  Sawad 
Oak,  apholct«r«d  In 
chase    leather,      a 
marrel  of  comfort 
andbeaatj.  B<iufhi 
for    spot    caab    at 
practically  factory 
coat      Sold    at    a 
gnaranteod    aaTing 
of  25  per  cent. 
Total  prioo.  $5.S6 
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THIS    FINE    GOLD-FILLED    WATCH 

Either  open  face  or  closed  case,  warranted 
to  wear  10  years,  fitted  with  a  Standard 
Movement,  gruaranteed  to  keep  Kood  time. 
Bent  to  you  prepaid  for  %4.K.  Try  It,  test  it 
and  If  not  satisfactory  return  It  and  we  will  re- 
fund your  money.     Write  for  our  Bargain  List. 

O.  R.  THURSTON  SUPPLY  CO. 

n  Benolst  BIdg.  St.   Louis.    Mo. 


A    Brotherhood    Emblem 


The  above  cut  is  of  a  solid  gold  em- 
blem designed  and  used  entirely  by  our 
late  lamented  President  John  T.  Wilson. 
The  bar  and  pendant  are  of  solid  gold. 
the  pendant  faced  with  beautiful  white, 
hard  enamel;  on  the  bar  the  name  of 
owner  is  engraved,  Inaking  the  emblem  a 
very  neat  and  attractive  one.  We  have 
purchased  a  quantity  of  them  and  can 
now  supply  them  delivered  at  any  post- 
office  in  Canada  or  the  United  States  by 
registered  mail  for  $3.25  each,  the  Cana- 
dian purchaser  to  pay  custom  charg«B» 
which  is  not  included.  Address  all  or- 
ders to  SAMUEL  J.  PEGG. 
Vanol  Bldg.,  St  Louis,  Ho. 


■nd 
the 


"Rule  99" 

"Age  Umit" 

DO    YOU    THINK 

there   will  ever  be  a   better  or  more  op- 
portune   time    to    invest 
YOUR   EARNINGS  THAN   RIGHT  NOW? 

NEVER!  So  do  it!  Invest  in  or 
through  THE  RAILWAY  REALTY  & 
INVESTMENT  COMPANY,  incorporated 
under  the  LAWS  of  the  State  of  CALI- 
FORNIA BY  and  FOR  the  2,347.000 
STEAM  AND  TROLLEY  RAILWAY 
MEN  of  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Can  you  save  |1.  13  or  |5  a  month? 
YES!      THEN    "PUT   IT   AT   WORK!" 

INVEST    IT    NOW    WITH    US 
and  It  will  prove  a  friend  that  will  never 
go    back   on   you.    IT   WILL   NEVER   BE 
BURNED,   LOST  OR  STOLEN.     INVES- 
TIGATE  NOW. 

We  can  satisfy  you  that  we  can  make 
your  dollar  EARN  YOU  ANOTHER  ONE 
— that's  100%  profit.  And  you  can  be 
working  meantime  assured  of  a  profit. 
Be  one  of  the  MANY  in  a  railroad  man's 
investment  company  BY  and  FOR  HIM 
AND  HIS   INTEREST. 

We  can  sell  you  a  Lot,  Bungalow. 
Home.  A  Business  Block,  A  Ranch,  5 
to  60.000  acres  of  land.  WE  MAKE 
YOUK  MONEY  EARN  MORE  MONEY. 
Write   us    today. 

RAILWAY     REALTY    A,     INVESTMENT 
CO.,   Suite  280    I.   W.    Hellman    BIdg., 
Los   Angeles,   Csl. 
The  Best  of  References. 


Railroad  Workers  Stone  Worhm^ 
Miners*  Farmers — 

All  yoa  men  who  do  heavy  work,  the  kind  of  \ 

thars  hard  on  shoes  ~  you  can  make  roar  i 

shoe.n  last  twice  as  long,  by  Drotectinr  the  lenther 
counters  and  heels  with  metallic  heels.  Lighter  tfaaia 
leatlter.  Bought  ready  attached  to  work  shoes,  «r 
quickly  fitted  by  any  cobbler.  If  your  dealer  bn^ 
supplied,  write  us.    Your  inquhy  brings  a  tww^M 

UWrrED  SHOE  MAOUKEIT  Cg  ■  BOj^y^  JUSiw 
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The  Royal  Train 

London 

and 

BirmtnsrhaM 

tS43 


Rtfnivtd 

frm 
a  vcodikt 
dftkaiitm 


THEUBRARYOF  VALUABLE  KNOWLEDGE 


25  Vol*. 


Best  Reading  for  Hours  at  Home 


25Vols. 


One  of  the  most  interesting  of  our  preaent-day 
writers  has  said  that  the  symbol  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century  is  a  steam  engine  running  upon  a  rail- 
way. Study  carefully  the  little  picture  above, 
and  think  of  the  marvelous  changes  that  only  a 
few  years  have  brought  The  whole  story  of 
Rapid  Transit,  from  the  days  of  the  mail-coach 
down  to  the  latest  experiments  with  electric 
power,  is  told  in  the  most  fascinating  manner. 

Use  yovr  hoora  ol  l«i»iire  to  store  jenr  mind  with  the 
arraasM  br  eminent  scientists  end  sekoUrs.  These  eui' 
tellina  yon  ia  a  pleeiing  conversetieaal  meaner  whet  they 


with  a  wealth  of  quaint  and  curious  illostntioM, 
\n  that  splendid  work  *'Tk9  Uhraryof  Vahukli 
Knwelmdgm, "  which  is  truly  a  royal  road  throoyh 
the  fairyland  of  modem  science.  The  Story  of 
Rapid  Transit"  is  only  one  of  25  volnmes,  etd 
7>j  z  5^  inches,  and  each  containing  200  or 
more  pages,  with  not  a  line  of  dry  reading  in  tht 
whole  LIBRARY.  You  can  appreciate  the  vttoe 
of  these  books  at  a  glance. 

iafermation  that  is  here  pnt  before  yon  -siftsd,M(tt^ 
make  you  feel  es  if  tliey  were  yoer  fadiasis  frksiii 
aboot  their  eubjocts. 


OUR  OFFER  TO  RMILROMO  MEMs 


To  show  howtrilling  we  are  tc  trust  railroad  men  — and  how  perfectlr 
confident  that  they  will  find  these  books  of  such  interest,  that,  once  they  see 
them,  they  will  never  part  with  them  —  we  otfer  to  send  any  subscriber  to  this 
periodical  a  complete  set  (25  vols.)  of  **The  Lafarery  of  Velueble  Knowledfe." 
all  charges  paid,  for  a  five-day  examination.  Look  over  trie  books  carefully, 
the  volume  on  Rapid  Transit  and  the  others.  Satisfy  yourselves  that  notning 
just  like  this  has  ever  been  done  before.  Then  when  you  have  decided  to 
accept  the  volumes,  send  us  $1.00down  and  retain  the  books.  The  balance 
of  the  purchase  price  may  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  12.00  per  month.  We  are 
Tcry  glad  to  be  able  lo  offer  to  railroad  men  these  terms  of  easy  payment, 
which  we  are  sure  will  prove  a  big  inducement  in  connection  with  the  pur- 
chase of  the  LIBRARY.  Our  Special  Introductory  Price  is  only  $23.5i).  and 
this,  combined  with  our  system  of  partial  payments,  will  place  these  books 
easily  within  your  reach.  We  cannot  guarantee  to  maintain  this  low  price, 
and  urge  you  to  send  in  the  coupon  with  your  request  at  once.  If  the  books 
do  not  satisfy  you,  they  may  be  returned  at  our  expense. 

L9i  Urn  Hemr  From  You  MOWi 

Read,  fill  out  and  forward  the  coupon  today,  but  send  no  roooev  with  it 
We  ask  for  no  deposit  and  you  need  not  forward  your  dollar  until  you  nave 
seen  the  books,  thoroughly  examined  them,  and  satisfied  yourself  that  they 
are  exactly  as  we  represent  in  every  respect.  This  coupon  will  bring  you  the 
full  set  of  25  volumes  ip  rich,  half  leather  binding,  with  black  leather  backs 
and  linen  buckram  sides.  This  sp*'cial  offer  to  railroad  men  and  tbeir  friends 
may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time,  a^  these  sets  are  rapidly  being  taken.  Do  not 
delay  or  postpone.    Let  us  hear  from  you  now. 


FREE! 

With  rtnt 
10  OrdatB! 


In  order  to  encourage  prompt  response,  we 
offer  to  each  one  of  the  first  ten  who  order 
*'Tha  Uhrary  of  Valaabla  KnowUdga," 
a  set  of  Joel  Cook's  *'Pen  Pictures  of  America," 
in  six  buckram  volumes,  with  a  total  of  nearly 
1800  pages,  and  describing  almost  every  place  of  scenic  or  his- 
torical importance  in  the  United  Sutes.  Write  now  and  secure 
one  of  these  splendid  premiums. 

The  University  Society 
44^0  EL  23d  Street  New  York  City 
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Ambition 


Is   the   Foundation  of   All   Education 
Education  Is  the  Foundation  of  Success 


••THE    RIDF»ATH    LIBRARY 

of  UNIVERSAL  LITERATURE" 

Will  answer  as  a  complete  library  and  enable  its  fortunate  possessor  to  enjoy 
all  the  advantages  of  a  college  course. 

JOHN  CLARK  RIDPATH,  A.M.,  LL.D.,  Editor-in^hicf 
With  Revisions  and  Additions  by 

WILLIAM  MONTGOMERY  CLEMENS 
All  the  great  authors  and  thinkers  from  the  dawn  of  literature  to  the 
present  day,  including 

Oratory  Drama  Romance  Essays 

Fiction  Philosophy  Poetry  History 

Science  Biography  Humor  Religion 

Journalism  Satire  Travel  Metaphysics 

Etc.  Etc.  E\c.  Etc. 

FORTY  CENTURIES  OF  LITERATURE— 2,355  AU- 
THORS— A  MARVELOUS  INDEX— BEAUTIFUL  IL- 
LUSTRATIONS— TWENTY-FIVE  SUPERBLY  BOUND 
VOLUMES— SPECIAL  PRICES  IF  YOU  ORDER  NOW 

Full  Leather— Edition  de  Luxe $200.00 

Three-Fourths   Leather — Renaissance   Edition 175.00 

One-Half  Leather — Classic   Edition 150.00 

Ten  Per  Cent  Discount  for  Cash. 
Read  the  Opinions  of  St  Louisans. 

MasaslnM  AdTertltbiff  Anocintlon. 

Fifth    Avenue  Library  Society.   New  York,   N.  Y. 

Gentlemen:  The  Rldpath  Library  has  siven  me  most  Intense  satisfaction  and  rraat 
pleasure.  It  Is  a  very  treasure  house  of  knowledge  conveyed  in  a  moat  agri^aable  form. 
Predicting  for  It  ffreat  success,  I  am.  Tours  very  truly,  DR.   H.  TUHOLiSKlL 

Ctrcnlt  CoaH.  Eiafath  Judicial  District  of  Miseeuri. 

Daniel  D.   Fisher .  ( Judffe),   St.    Louis.   Mo. 
The  Fifth  Avenue  Library  Society,   New  York  City,  N    Y. 

Gentlemen:  I  received  "The  Ridpath  Library  of  Universal  Literature"  some  time  are. 
I  hava  examined  the  volumes  with  considerable  care  and  am  well  pleased  with  them.  I  find 
it  to  be,  in  fact,  what  it  is  represented  to  be — a  concise  epitome  of  the  lives  of  distinguished 
men  of  ancient  and  modern  times,  with  the  choicest  extracts  and  masterpieces  from  their 
utterances  and  writings.  The  extracts  and  selections  have  been  made  with  yreat  care  and 
good  Judgment.  These  volumes  supply  the  readers  with  a  ready  fund  of  Information  and 
pleaaure  not  easily  obUlnable  from  any  other  source.  The  ordinary  reader  will  And  in  them 
(aystematlcally  arranced  and  classified)  about  all  he  will  care  to  know  of  these  men.  their 
utterances  and  wrltlnr.  The  books  are  finely  bound,  and  the  paper,  print  and  cuts  are 
ezcallent.     They  are  a  most  valuable  acquisition  to  any  other  library. 

Yours  very   truly,  D.  D.   FISHBTR. 

The  United  Railways  Compony,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
The   Fifth  Avenue  Library  Society,   New  York.  N.  Y. 

Oontlemen:     The  "Rldpath   Library  of  Universal   Literature"  has  been  sent   me  in  ac- 
cordance with  agreement,  and  has  aroused  my  Interest  and  attention.    It  Is  a  wonderful 
store  of  Information,  compact  and  complete,  and  arranged  so  as  to  be  available  without 
lo«s  of  time.    Its  value  should  be  inestimable  to  readers  and  writers  and  thinkers  and 
talkers.     Yours  very  truly,  ROBT.  McCULLOCH.  President. 

8t.  LoqIs  Sooth  western  Railway  Company,  Treasnir  Depnrtment.  ^  aXin^ 

George   K.    Warner   (Treasurer),    St.    Louis,    Mo.  X        tiwZ^ 

The   Fifth  Avenue  Library  Society,  New  York  City,  N.  Y.  X         I15S7 

Gentlemen:  I  received  several  weeks  ago  "The  Rldpath  Library  of  X,_, ---JJJ'J*^' 
Universal  Literature."  Have  examined  the  work  carefully  and  find  pl«»»- X  »r  v  it  t«  v* 
ure  In  testifying  to  the  excellent  attainment  of  Ita  objects  In  every  re-  X  ''•^  xonc.  pi.  t, 
apoct.       My   subscription    to   It   will   always  afford   me   cause  of  self-  ^„     .,  _,     .^ 

conRratulatlon.  It  holds  between  its  covers  a  vast  amount  of  pleai-  X  oeniiemen:  ^^^^ 
ure  and  mental  profit  for  adult  men  and  women,  and  is  of  rreat  X  ^tt^^i?  "»•  ^*>«  "•^  2 
valne  to  the  student.  It  should  be  In  every  home  In  which  chll-  X_™P»*J  •  J^'*'**^  •• 
dren  are  being  reared.  Every  friend  of  education  would  approve/^  li  ,*r?!r  f  .S*  S 
It  for  Its  practical  value  as  a  cyclopedia  for  reference  and  X,  '°L  **S«  ^  *?7'w  r 
the   mental  culture  It  yields  to  its  readers.  X    leather,    |175;    for   which    I 

*"*  Very   truly   yours,  X   a^^ee   to  pay  you  |«  on  re- 

GBO.   K.   WARNOR.  X    ^«*P*  °^  ***•  books  and  $16  each 

___^__  X    month    thereafter   until    the   full 

The    Central   National   Bonk,   St.   l4Nila,   Me.  X  pHcels  paid    It  is  understood  that 

The  Fifth  Avenue  Library  Society,  New  York,  N   T.  X    *^*  ^*i^^'■*'?^5^.*'*  ^**"  ''""*  ^"""^^ 

Gentlemen:     I  have  received  the  "Rldpath  LI-   X   are  paid  for  In  full, 
brary  of  Universal  Literature."  and  I  congratulate  X 
myself  on  being  the  possessor  of  the  handsome  X     '^*'°*" 
and  valuable  library  involved  In  this  edition.    ^ 
It  Is  Indeed  a  library  In  Itself.    I  am  glad  to    ^ 
own    It.      Very  respectfully  yours,                 y 
^^^  H.  P.  HILLIARD.  President  X   City State. 


LAUQHLIN 

Fonotain  Pen 


America's  most 
popular  and  widely 
known  Fountain 
Pen. 

Style  shown  on  left 
mounted  with  Ster- 
llBff  Stiver  Filigree: 
style  on  rl^ht.  Pearl 
mounted  with  two 
handsome  gold 
bands,  SIse  and  Style 
Similar  to  Cot. 

Either  of  these 
patterns  will  make  a 
s  p  1  e  ndld  practical, 
useful  present  for 
Lady  or  Gentleman 
for  any  occasion. 

Tour  choice   of 


THESE  TWO 

POPULAR 

STYLES 


$ 

Only    ^ 

Pott  paid  to  any  iddreM 

By  Insured  mall  S 
cents  extra. 


Srery  pen  ffuaran- 
teed  full  14  Kt.  solid 
void,  and  satisfac- 
tory in  every  partic- 
ular. 

Try  the  pen  • 
week;  if  you  do  not 
find  It  as  represent- 
ed, a  better  value 
than  you  can  secure 
for  double  our  price 
in  any  other  make, 
return  It  and  we  will 
refund  your  money. 
In  ordering,  state 
whether  fine,  me- 
dium or  coarse  point 
Is  desired. 

Beware  of  tmlfft* 
tloBs,  Insist  upon 

getting  the  Genuine 
noirhlin,  advertised 
pen.  If  your  dealer 
win  not  supply  you, 
refuse  the  snbstltate 
and  order  direct 
from  us. 

Give  us  the  name 
of  your  dealer  that 
you  asked  to  show 
you  a  Laogfalin  pen, 
and  for  this  courtesy 
we  will  send  you 
free  of  charge  one  of 
our  new  safety 
pocket  fountain  pen 
holdera     Address 

LugUii  Ifs.  Co. 

7790rlswoldSt. 
D8TROIT.  MICH. 
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^Ught 
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Tiff  OM 
Subieci 

Have  you  ever  considered  that    ^ 
'  you  might  be  paying  too  much — more  ^ 
than  necessjuy— f or  hand  protectioQ? 
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Gloves  and  Mittens 

besides  lasting  longer,  give  real  protec- 
tion. They  stand  the  tests  of  heat, 
steam,  cinders  and  washing.  Easily 
cleaned  and  sanitary.  Always  dry  soft 
After  wetting.  Made  from  "ASBEnOL," 
Eisendrath's  Cddnrated  Korsdiide^ 
tanned  by  secret  process  which  toufi^ 
ens  the  hide  and  at  the  same  time 
renders  it  soft  ^ 

The  "ASBESTOL- 
trade  mark  on  the 
palm  means  a  lot  to 
any  glove  wearer.  | 
Look  for  it.  Insist  on  it.  I 
You'UbeweU  repaid.  I 

If  your  dealer  hasn't  I 
"Asbestol"  Gloves,  ' 
write  us.  We  will  see 
you  are  supplied 
though  htm  or  another 
and  will  send  you  R.  R. 
time  book  free. 
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D.  L.  &  W.  STRIKE^PRES. 
TRUESDALE  RESPONSIBLE. 


President  Truesdale  of  the  Lacka- 
wanna road,  has  succeeded  as  a  re- 
sult of  his  arrogance  and  stubborn- 
ness in  getting  a  strike  on  his  road 
which  may  spread  to  the  trainmen 
and  switchmen.  The  trackmen  laid 
down  their  tools  in  response  to  a 
call  issued  by  President  Lowe,  of 
their  organization,  who  did  all  that 
mortal  man  could  do  to  avoid  the 
conflict.  He  sought  ez^ery  areniic  of 
escape,  brought  into  play  eiery  in- 
fluefice  that  he  thought  could  be  of 
some  ci*ail  to  persuade  the  domi- 
neering president  to  recced  from  the 
stand  he  had  taken,  but  all  to  nopmr- 
pose.  Truesdale  would  not  deign 
to  even  meet  the  president  nor  a 
committee  of  his  workmen  who 
make  it  possible  for  him  to  draw  his 
fat  wad  from  the  dividends  of  the 
company  yearly.  If  the  men  who 
have  kept  his  road  up  were  a  lot  of 
mongrel  dogs  they  could  not  have 
been  treated  to  as  much  silent  con- 
tempt as  when  they  went  before  the 
chief  gazabo,  or  rather  tried  to  get 
before  him  with  their  grievances. 

Truesdale,  of  course,  may  know 
it  all,  but  if  the  men  who  work  on 
the  road  have  an  ounce  of  manhood 


left;  if  they  are  not  abject  slaves  to 
corporation  rule,  if  the  rich  red  blood 
of  the  American  citizen  courses 
through  their  veins ;  if  they  have  any 
love  for  honor,  home  and  country, 
they  will  resent  the  insult,  defy  the 
arrogance  of  the  ponderous  chief 
and  bring  him  to  his  marrow  bones 
before  a  week  has  passed.  They  can 
accomplish  this  by  obeying  the 
strike  order  to  a  man.  If  the  strike 
was  the  result  of  hot-headism  or 
there  was  little  justification  for  it, 
or  if  the  issue  was  clouded  and 
sprinkled  with  fabrication,  the  men 
could  then  have  some  ground  for 
refusing  to  obey  the  call.  But  when 
the  fact  is  taken  into  consideration 
that  every  known  avenue  was  tra- 
veled to  get  an  audience  with  the 
president  for  the  purpose  of  setting 
forth  the  men's  side  and  this  miser- 
able privilege  was  denied,  the  writer 
does  not  believe  that  the  men  who 
work  in  the  capacity  of  road  men 
will  be  so  cowardly  that  they  will 
not  respond  to  the  call  for  a  cessa- 
tion of  work. 

They  hold  the  situation  in  their 
own  hands.  The  company  is  bluff- 
ing and  will  bluff  as  long  as  it  can. 
Union  man  or  not,  everyone  should 
obey  the  call  of  the  president  of  the 
trackmen's  organization.    A  year  or 
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SO  ago  some  of  the  railroad  mag- 
nates would  tell  you  there  was  noth- 
ing to  arbitrate,  but  Truesdale  seems 
to  have  gone  them  one  better.  He 
will  not  even  permit  a  man  to  have 
a  word  to  say  in  his  own  defense. 
These  methods  should  not  and  will 
not  be  tolerated  if  there  are  men 
working  in  the  trackmen's  depart- 
ment and  not  slaves  to  a  despotic 
rule. 

Truesdale  would  not  even  consid- 
er the  wage  rate  which  the  men  pre- 
sented for  his  consideration.  He 
was  as  hard  to  reach  as  the  great 
Turk  in  his  harem.  ^'Nothing  doin*." 
"Twenty-three"  for  all  those  who 
rapped  on  the  door  of  his  office.  Now 
it*s  up  to  the  men  who  asked  for  an 
audience  to  say  to  him,  "Sixty-six 
for  yours."  Greater  bluffs  than  this 
one  of  Truesdale*s  have  been  called. 


NOTICE  OF  STRIKE. 


A  satisfactory  agreement  between 
the  Canadian  Pacific  officials  and  the 
Joint  Protective  Board  for  the  Main- 
tenance  of  Way  Employes  on  the 
western  lines  has  been  effected. 

Vice-President  Vurpia  also  re- 
ports a  satisfactory  settlement  on 
the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Dayton 
railroad.  A  nice  set  of  rules  signed 
by  the  general  manager  and  by  the 
men's  representatives  was  secured. 
The  wage  scale  is  to  be  settled  by 
arbitration.  Brother  P.  H.  Morris- 
sey,  formerly  president  of  the  Broth- 
erhood of  Railway  Trainmen,  has 
been  chosen  to  represent  the  men  as 
arbitrator.  President  A.  B.  Lowe 
did  good  work  in  laying  the  founda- 
tion for  this  settlement  and  Vice- 
President  Vurpia  carried  it  to  a  suc- 
cessful finish. 

Our  people  on  the  Dominion  At- 
lantic railway  have  also  secured  a 
new  schedule.  This  is  very  grati- 
fying to  the  officers  of  our  organiza- 
tion and  should  encourage  the  men 
employed  on  unorganized  roads  to 
get  together  and  go  after  a  contract 
insuring  for  them  fair  conditions  to 
work  under  and  increased  wages. 


Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers: 

Owing  to  the  refusal  of  the  man- 
agement  of   the   Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna &  Western  railroad  to  grant 
any    concessions    whatever    on   a 
schedule  of  working  rules  and  rates 
of  pay  submitted  to  them  by  a  com- 
mittee  representing  the  trackmen  of 
the  system,  I  have  been  compelled 
to  sanction  a  suspension  of  work,  ef- 
fective    Saturday,     September   16. 
Will  all  good  brothers  take  notice 
and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 
Before   sanctioning   the   suspension 
of   work   I   made  a    proposition  to 
Presdent  Truesdale  to  refer  the  con- 
troversy to  arbitration,  either  by  ar- 
bitrators chosen  in  the  usual  man- 
ner or  by  submission  of  the  contro- 
versy to  mediation  of  the  New  York 
State  Board  of  Arbitration.    An  ap- 
peal to  the  Honorable  Commission- 
er of  Labor    of    New    York   State 
brought       Deputy       Commissioner 
Downey  to  the  scene,  but  his  efforts 
at  mediation  were  also  turned  down 
by  President  Truesdale,  who  indors- 
ed the  dismissal  of  the  chairmen  and 
members  of  committee,  as  well  as 
the  refusal  to  grant    the    slightest 
concession   in   matter  of  wages  or 
working  conditions.    All  of  which  is 
submitted  for  your  information  and 
guidance.     I  am. 

Yours  fratemallv, 

A.  B.  LOWE, 
President 

•  o^ 

Resolved,  That  as  it  is  kings,  em- 
perors and  capitalists  who  desire 
war,  be  it  resolved  that  we  allow 
them  to  peel  off  their  coats  and 
wade  in ;  wage  earners  to  form  2 
ring  and  show  fair  play,  and  may 
the  best  man  win. 

Wage-workers,  it  is  not  necessar}' 
to  proclaim  it  to  the  housetops,  but 
just  say  it  to  yourselves;  yes,  eacl^ 
of  you :  "I  am  joining  actively  in 
the  movement  to  agitate,  educate 
and  organize. 
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LADIES'  AUXILIARY. 


Has  your  Lodge  a  branch  of  the 
Ladies'  Auxiliary?  If  not,  why  not? 
The  season  is  approaching  when  we 
look  forward  to  parties,  dances,  lec- 
tures and  other  forms  of  amusement 
and  recreation.  The  days  will  be 
getting  short  and  the  evenings  long- 
er and  cooler,  when  our  members 
can  enjoy  these  pleasures.  But, 
what  about  the  wives  and  children. 
All  summer  long  the  faithful  wife 
and  mother  has  done  her  house- 
work, cooking  over  the  hot  stove, 
then  fixing  up  the  garden,  growing- 
small  fruits  and  vegetables  for  the 
table.  Do  you  not  think  she  would 
enjoy  a  night  occasionally  at  the 
Lodge,  and  if  your  Lodge  and  hers 
meet  at  the  same  time  and  place,  I 
will  guarantee  that  you  will  not  miss 
anything,  for,  if  they  do  not  provide 
a  collation,  they  will  at  least  add 
zest  and  color  to  your  proceeding 
in  joint  Lodges  after  the  particular 
business  of  each  has  been  disposed 
of  for  the  evening. 

The  men  in  our  deaprtment,  from 
long  usage,  have  lost  their  zest  for 
pleasure.  Too  much  business.  We 
have  got  to  get  them  out  of  the  rut. 
We  want  fifty  more  lodges  of  the 
Ladies'  Auxiliary  before  the  next 
convention  meets  and  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Brotherhood  is  earnestly 
requested  to  use  his  influence  and 
best  efforts  to  establish  one  of  the 
fifty  in  connection  with  his  local 
lodge.  There  need  be  no  difficulty 
in  forming  a  lodge  of  the  Auxiliary. 
Let  the  President  or  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  local  lodge  solicit 
at  their  meetings  the  names  of  ladies 
who  would  join  the  lodge.  Any  fe- 
male relative  of  a  member  is  eligible, 
be  it  your  wife,  mother,  sister,  aunt, 
cousin  or  even  mothers-in-law,  are 
eligible.  Get  a  sufficient  number  of 
names  and  send  the  list  to  Sister 
Cora  B.  Smith,  at  Canaan,  N.  H., 
and  she  will  do  the  rest.  Other  rail- 
way organizations   have   nearly   as 


many  lodges  of  the  Auxiliary  as  they 
have  lodges  in  the  parent  body.  We 
can  have  the  skme,  if  everyone  will 
work  just  a  little.  You  will  be  sur- 
prised to  find  how  easy  it  is  if  you 
will  only  make  an  effort,  and  no  one, 
I  think,  will  question  the  benefit  to 
the  Brotherhood  lodges. 

A  brother,  who  does  not  wish  his 
name  mentioned,  has  deposited  $35 
in  gold  to  be  used  as  prizes,  and  has 
authorized  the  Editor  to  forward  to 
the  brother  who  secures  the  first  list 
of  applications  for  a  lodge  of  the 
Auxiliary  after  the  first  of  October, 
a  twenty-dollar  gold  piece  and  to 
the  one  who  secures  the  second  list 
a  ten-dollar  gold  piece  and  to  the  one 
who  sends  in  the  third  list  a  five- 
dollar  gold  piece.  These  gold  pieces 
are  now  in  our  safe  at  headquarters 
ready  to  mail  to  the  lucky  ones.  Let 
everyone  get  busy  now  and  get  up 
a  list  of  at  least  twelve  names;  send 
the  list,  together  with  the  applica- 
tions for  membership  and  the  neces- 
sary fee,  to  Mrs.  Geo.  B.  Jenness, 
Box  6,  South  Danbury,  N.  H.,  Grand 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Ladies' 
Auxiliary,  who  will  number  the  lists 
received  after  October  1,  1911,  and 
send  with  names  of  the  first  three, 
giving  their  priority,  and  the  gold 
pieces  will  promptly  be  sent  to  the 
lucky  winner  by  next  mail. 
•  o- 

To  All  Members  of  the  I.  B.  of  M. 
of  W.  E. 

Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers:  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  members 
of  our  Brotherhood  to  the  case  of 
Brother  Geo.  Stanbridge  of  Green- 
way,  Man.,  a  member  of  Lodge  No. 
365,  who  was  severely  injured  by. 
being  run  down  by  an  engine  which 
struck  his  handcar  when  he  was  re- 
turning home  from  Mariopolis  with 
medicine  for  his  sick  wife. 

Brother  Stanbridge  has  lost  one 
leg  and  may  lose  the  other  one,  be- 
sides other  cuts  and  bruises.  If  the 
brothers  will  refer  to  Brother  A.  J. 
Woods'  letter  on  page  634  of  the 
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September  Advocate,  they  will  find 
a  full  description  of  his  injuries, 
which  I  know  are  not  at  all  exag- 
gerated. 

Fort  Garry  Lodge  No.  323  passed 
a  resolution  that  a  subscription  list 
be  started  and  that  the  writer  be  au- 
thorized to  receive  and  receipt  for 
any  money  that  may  be  contributed 
for  the  assistance  of  Brother  Stan- 
bridge.  I  will  be  only  too  pleased 
to  receive  and  receipt  for  any  money 
that  may  be  sent  me  for  our  unfor- 
tunate brother,  whom  I  know  to  be 
a  consistent  member  of  our  Organi- 
zation and  worthy  of  our  support. 
Let  us  all  show  our  brotherly  love 
by  taking  this  opportunity  to  assist 
this  worthy  brother  in  his  distress, 
remembering  that  a  cup  of  cold  wat- 
er given  in  His  name  shall  not  lose 
its  reward. 

Trusting  for  a  liberal  response 
and  assuring  you  that  the  Joint  Pro- 
tective Board  of  the  Canadian 
Northern  Ry.  will  do  their  part. 

I  am, ' 

Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

F.  H.  FLJOZDAL, 
General   Chairman,  Canadian 

Northern  System  Division. 

Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers: 

I  heartily  approve  of  and  com- 
mend to  your  generous  response  the 
above  appeal  made  by  Chairman 
FIjozdal  of  the  Canadian  Northern 
Ry.  System  in  behalf  of  our  good 
Brother  Stanbridge  and  trust  the 
response  may  be  as  genennis  as  the 
case  is  deserving. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am, 
Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U, 

A.  B.  LOWE. 

President. 

Send  all  remittances  for  Brother 
Stanbridge  to  Brother  F.  H.  FIjoz- 
dal, Warroad,  Minn.,  Box  294. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE 

ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


We  are  this  month  presenting  to 
our  readers  a  series  of  three  half- 
tone plates,  which  have  been  pro- 
mised for  some  time  back.  The  Ed- 
itor, however,  has  no  apology  what- 
soever to  offer  for  the  delay,  as  re- 
quests were  sent  out  last  October 
for  the  photographs  necessary  to 
complete  the  various  groups.  For 
various  causes  these  were  not  forth- 
coming, and  even  now  the  group  of 
the  Ladies*  Auxiliary  is  incomplete 
Our  members  will  note  the  absence 
of  the  photo  of  Mrs.  Eva  Sartoris 
Byrd  from  the  Grand  Officers  of  the 
Ladies*  Auxiliary.  The  Editor  has 
been  unable  to  secure  a  photograph 
of  Mrs.  Byrd  up  to  this  date,  so  the 
group  is  made  up  and  printed  with- 
out it. 

I  hope  our  members  will  appre- 
ciate these  photographs  being  sent 
cut  as  a  supplement,  in  tubes  sepa- 
rately, to  all  members  in  good  stand- 
ing. 

The  annual  .report  of  the  Grand 
Secretary-Treasurer  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  August  31st,  will  be 
held  at  headquarters  until  the  Grand 
Executive  Committee  have  com- 
pleted their  annual  audit,  after 
which,  the  combircd  reports  wnli 
be  printed  and  mailed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  each  Subordinate  Lodge. 

♦o« 

D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Strike. 


Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers: 

In  this  issue  of  our  Journal  you 
will  find  a  notice  to  all  members  in- 
forming them  that  a  strike  is  on.  ow- 
ing to  the  refusal  of  the  above  man- 
agement to  concede  to  their  track- 
men the  slightest  concession  in  the 
schedule  of  rules  and  rates  presented 
by  a  duly  authorized  committee  to 
tlie  management,  and  the  dismissal 
ci  members  of  the  committee,  one 
being  the  chairman,  M.  J.  Foley.  Xo' 
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until  I  had  exhausted  every  method 
known  to  me  of  procuring  a  peace- 
ful settlement  through  arbitration, 
by  arbitrators  chosen  in  the  usual 
manner,  or  by  referring  the  whole 
matter  to  the  New  York  State  Board 
of  Arbitration,  or  by  pledging  my- 
self to  accept  any  fair  method  that 
the  management  could  propose,  did 
I  sanction  the  request  of  the  com- 
mittee to  call  upon  their  comrades 
to  suspend  work. 

I  need  not  say  that  to  have  per- 
mitted the  matter  to  drop,  with  not 
a  single  concession  granted  and  the 
committee  dismissed  as  I  really  be- 
lieve on  a  very  flimsy  pretext,  the 
real  cause  being  their  fidelity  to  their 
comrades  as  committeemen,  would 
have  meant  that  in  future  any  rail- 
road management  could  dispose  of 
their  committees  and  wage  sched- 
ules by  the  simple  expedient  of  dis- 
missing the  committee.  For  this 
reason,  and  also  because  we  owed  all 
the  protection  we  could  i^'we  to  these 
members.  I  sanctioned  the  strike  or- 
der  which  was  sent  out  by  the  com- 
mittee. I  am  writing  on  the  20th  of 
the  month,  and  the  reports  from  M. 
J.  Powers,  Vice-President,  in  charge 
of  operations,  and  his  committee  and 
other  helpers,  are  very  good,  indeed, 
and  fully  90  per  ce*U  of  those  sign- 
ing the  certificate  of  authority  have 
responded  to  the  call,  and  thus  justi- 
fied the  strike. 

Praying  for  success,  and  with  best 

wishes,  I  am. 

Yours  fraternallv, 

A.  B.  LOWK, 

President. 
•^cy^ 

ST.    LOUIS.    (MO.)    WORKING 
WOMEN. 

Labor  Day  in  St.  Louis  passed  off 
quietly  with  a  picnic  in  Forest  Park 
and  an  address  by  Senator  Gaylord. 
who  closed  by  suggesting  a  tele- 
gram to  the  McNamara  brothers  in 
Los  Angeles.  The  message  assured 
them  of  sympathy  and  financial  sup- 


port of  the  throng  who  cheered  to 
the  echo  the  proposal  to  send  the 
wire. 

In  an  issue  the  following  day  ol 
the  Globe-Democrat,  that  influential 
journal  gave  to  the  working  women 
class  of  St.  Louis  the  credit,  or  hon- 
or, of  being  the  best  looking  in  face 
and  figure,  and  the  best  dressed, 
that  is,  the  most  appropriately,  not 
the  most  ultra4ashionably  dressed 
of  any  w^omen  of  any  city  in  the 
United  States.  President  Lowe 
wrote  the  editor,  thanking  him  for 
his  statement  of  a  fact  so  compli- 
mentary to  the  wives  and  daughters 
of  the  working  class  and  assured  the 
editor  if  he  had  also  stated  that  their 
mental  equipment  fully  matched 
their  other  acquirements  or  accom- 
plishment's, he  would  have  been 
equally  correct  and  equally  well 
within  the  truth.  He  closed  by  sug- 
gesting that  any  who  doubted  the 
truth  of  the  Globe-Democrat*s  edi- 
torial could  have  absolute  convinc- 
ing testimony  of  his  fact  by  calling 
at  3900  Olive  street  and  seeing  the 
bunch  of  wage  workers,  maids  and 
matrons,  assembled  there  in  the  of- 
fices of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
M>-. 

CALGARY,  ALTA. 


To  all  members  on  the  Canadian 
Northern  Railway  effected  by  the  re- 
arrangement of  Districts  by  the 
Company : 

The  company  having  rearranged 
districts  to  create  a  new  Superin- 
tendent's Division,  it  becomes  ab<^o- 
lutely  expedient  for  the  welfare  of 
members  belonging  to  the  Order  to 
rearrange  our  lodge  districts  to  con- 
form with  the  changes  made  by  r!ie 
company.  The  members  will  under- 
stand that  our  seniority  extends  >nly 
over  its  Superintendent's  Division. 
and  having  members  of  two  Super- 
intendent's Divisions  belonging  to 
one  lodge  will  make  it  very  incon- 
venient for  grievance  committees  to 
act  on  both  divisions. 
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There  are  one  or  two  lodges  that 
at  the  present  time  are  not  self-sus- 
taining, because  of  having  too  small 
a  membership.  The  territory  fnm 
which  these  lodges  draw  their  mem- 
bership being  too  small,  I  have  de- 
cided that  it  would  be  advantageous 
to  consolidate  in  this  case  two  Ir.dc^es 
into  one. 

The  following  is  a  draft  of  my  re- 
arrangement of  lodges  and  disuicts 
west  of  Winnipeg,  Nos.  2,  3,  4.  S  and 
6,  to  which  I  have  requested  tlie  a]»- 
proval  of  our  Grand  President,  con- 
forming with  Section  11,  Clause  A, 
of  the  by-laws  governing  our  joint 
protective  board  on  the  Canadipji 
Northern. 

Rearrangement  of  Lodges  by  Dis- 
tricts. 

District  No.  2. — Portage  Lodge 
No.  551  will  have  jurisdiction  from 
Ochre  river  to  St.  Rose  DuLac  and 
Neepawa  Junction  to  Hallbora ;  also 
Rossbum  Junction  to  McCreary 
and  Portage  Junction  to  Dauphin. 

Belmont  Lodge  No.  365. — No 
change. 

Ft.  Gatiy  Lodge  No.  323~No 
change. 

Third  District. 

Sifton  Lodge  No.  379  will  have 
jurisdiction  from  Dauphin  to  Hum- 
boldt and  Bridge  Crews  on  Third 
District.  A  new  lodge  to  be  known 
as  Lodge  No.  107.  in  place  of  Glad- 
stone Lodge,  which  will  be  aflfiliated 
with  Portage  Lodge  No.  551  will 
have  jurisdiction  from  Gilbert  Plains 
Junction  to  Prince  Albert,  Sifton 
Junction  to  Winnipegosis,  Dur]»an 
Branch,  and  Hudson  Bay  Junction 
to  Le  Pas. 

Fourth  District. 

Lodge  No.  350  will  have  jurisdic- 
tion from  Humboldt  to  Battleford 
and  Branches. 

Lodge  No.  485  will  have  iurt-^^'c- 
tion  from  Battleford  to  Vermillion 
and  Branches. 

Lodge  No.  324  will  have  juri^^dio- 
tion  from  Vermillion  and  everything 
west  including  Branches. 


Fifth  District. 

Lodge  No.  318  will  have  jurisdic- 
tion over  Saskatoon  Yards,  includ- 
ing B.  &  B.  crews  on  Fifth  District, 
Saskatoon  to  Regina. 

A  new  lodge  to  be  "instituted  with 
jurisdiction  from  Prince  Albert  to 
Big  River,  Prince  Albert  to  Saska- 
toon, Saskatoon  to  end  of  steel, 
Goose  Lake  Branch. 

Sixth  District. 

Lodge  No.  62  will  have  jurisdic- 
tion from  Regina  to  Arizona  Junc- 
tion, including  Maryfield  and  Wa- 
wanesa  branches. 

Lodge  No.  370  will  have  jurisdic- 
tion from  Rapid  City  Branch  to 
Hallbora,  Brandon  Junction  to  Car- 
berry  Junction,  Hallbora  to  end  of 
Rossburn  branch. 

Brother  Keays,  who  is  going  over 
the  road,  will  explain  to  those  he 
meets  more  fully  anything  in  regard 
to  this  and  when  these  arrangements 
take  place,  meetings  will  be  called 
of  lodges  affected,  where  I  will  be 
to  give  any  further  information. 

i  trust  that  the  different  members 
of  our  Joint  Protective  Board  will 
give  us  their  assistance  in  this  mat- 
ter, which  is  part  of  their  duty  as  set 
forth  in  the  above-named  clause. 

I  also  want  to  draw  the  attention 
of  all  members  on  the  Canadian 
Northern  to  Section  1,  Article  18. 
page  30  of  Constitution,  which  i 
ulates  that  officei*s  of  lodges 
elected  and  installed  at  a 
meeting  in  October  of  each . 
when  your  lodge  has  elect* 
officers  I  would  request  the  s^ 
to  advise  me  of  the  names 
president,  vice-president, 
and  local  chairman  elected 
addresses.  It  is  necessary 
have  this  information  in  cas 
have  any  communications  to  i 
the  lodges. 

It   is  important  that   I 
names  and  addresses  of  the 
This  information  must  also  ^ 
in  to  Grand  Secretary-Trea 
J.  Pegg,  Vanol  building,  St* 
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Missouri,  for  the  same  purpose  and 
to  enable  him  to  secure  the  neces- 
sary bonds  for  the  secretary  elect,  a? 
he  cannot  enter  upon  his  duties  until 
his  bonds  are  executed. 

I  trust  that  our  members  on  the 
Canadian  Northern  will  carry  out 
these  suggestions  by  getting  busy 
and  holding  their  annual  meeting 
and  electing  officers  for  the  ensu- 
ing-year, and  promoting  the  welfare 
of  the  organization  which  should 
also  be  the  individual  interest  of 
every  member.  In  this  way  we  can 
make  the  coming  year  the  banner 
year  for  our  membership  and  gen- 
eral prosperity  w^ithin  our  craft. 
Yours  fraternally, 

F.  H.  FLJOZDAL, 
General  Chairman 


-»o^ 


OBITUARY. 


John  Collins,  Lodge  No.  120, 
\rakefield,  Mass.,  died  Sept.  12. 

Geo.  H.  Lee,  Lodge  227,  Portage 
la  Prairie,  Man.  Received  notice  of 
death  September  13,  1911. 

G.  W.  Lundquist,  Lodge  1,  Lead- 


ville,  Colo.    Died  August  21,  1911. 

T.  G.  Green,  Lodge  281,  Lamison, 
Ala.  Received  notice  of  death  Sep- 
tember 18,  1911. 

Barney  Rapp,  Lodge  L  Hartse!, 
Colo.  Received  notice  of  death 
September  19,  1911. 

\Ve  are  advised  of  the  death  of 
Mrs.  M.  W.  Whatley,  of  Houston, 
Miss.,  on  August  19,  1911.  Mrs. 
Whatley  w^as  the  wife  of  Mr.  M.  \V. 
Whatley,  roadmaster  on  the-  N.  O. 
M.  et  C.  Her  home  was  at  Hous- 
ton, Miss.,  where  she  was  dearly  be- 
loved and  her  demise  is  deeply  re- 
gretted by  all  who  knew  her. 

In  his  bereavement  Mr.  Whatley 
has  the  sincere  sympathy  of  a  very 
wnde  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. 

We  are  also  notified  of  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Leila  A.  Maples,  wife  of  T. 
S.  Maples,  member  of  Grand  Lodge. 
Mrs.  Maples  died  at  her  home  at 
Plainview,  Texas,  August  29,  1911, 
of  tuberculosis.  To  her  bereaved 
husband  we  extend  our  sincerest 
sympathy  and  condole  with  him  in 
this  his  hour  of  trial. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


Lodges    Showing  the   Largest   In- 
crease. 


Last  month  thirteen  lodges  show- 
ed a  gain  of  171  new  members.  This 
month  ten  lodges  initiated  145  new 
members.  The  count  in  each  case 
being  from  the  19th  of  one  month 
to  the  19th  of  the  next. 

Lodge.  Name.  Increase. 

114 Progressive  24 

209 Huntingburg    19 

598 Nlckle   Plate    17 

39 Wainwright    13 

46 Hume   13 

283 Springfield    13 

8 Limestone   12 

521 Hamilton  12 

145 Portage  La  Prairie 11 

181 Nelson    11 

Organizers  Showing  Largest 
Percentage. 

Brother  E.  DeDecker  is  still  in 
the  lead  with  a  fine  showing  this 
month  of  150  new  members.  Last 
month  ten  organizers  initiated  486 
new  members.  This  month  eleven 
organizers  initiated  550  new  men. 

Name.  Mem. 

E.   De    Decker 150 

A.    Ben 61 

L .  O.  Geernaert 52 

A.   F.    Stout 45 

Thos.   Gauthier   43 

T.    S.    Miller 42 

Sam    Riccio 41 

S.  J.   Graham    ^ .  40 

R.   U   Choate 27 

E.   G.    Gashell 27 

Geo.  Keays 22 

Individual  effort  is  making  a  good 
showing  again  this  month.  The 
names  of  thirty-three  new  men  be- 
ing added  to  the  list  with  Brother 


L.  L.  Adams,  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  in 
the  lead  with  eleven  names  to  his 
credit. 


Name. 


Address. 


Mem. 


L.  I.  Adams Knoxville,    Tenn 11 

A.  W.  Pollock Gladstone,    Man 3 

A.Fellows,  Jr Holland,   Man 

P.  H.  Welch Tracy,    Minn 

J.  H.  Yaroskovitc'Barrys    Bay,    Ont.... 

Chas.  Tuching. . .  Huberdeau,   Que 

F.  Weckworth ...  Golden  Lake,  Ont 

J.  Ferro Marysville,   B.   C 

J.  R.  Gander Chaplin,    Sask 

Wm.  Curtin Madawaska,    Ont 

R.  W.  Moore Hopkinton,    la 

R.  H.  Field Bealeton,  Va 

Henry   Trahan. .  .Bigwood,    Ont 

J.  A.  Dietrich ...  Marathon,    Fla 

T.  J.  Chambers. .  Okolona.   Miss 

Jas.  Brumfield ...  Whites  Creek,  W.  Va. 

P.  Spike Forest  River,  N.  D.. . 

W.  H.  Sutton Ehren,    Fla 

Fred  Lang Minot,   N.   D 

A.  F.  Spencer Gladys,  Va ^ . . 

A.M.  Hartley Bridgeport,    Tex 


New  members  from  August  19th, 
1911,  to  September  19th,  1911,  in- 
clusive: 

Canada   «... 484 

United  States 654 


Total 


.1,138 


-M>«~ 


PRIZE  WINNERS. 


Members:     I  H.  W.,  Bluff  City, 
Tenn.     Page  627. 

Journal  Agent:     Madison  Lodge 
No.  4.     Page  632. 

Ladies:    Salt  Springs  Station,  N. 
S.    Page  644. 

Girls:     Wilmore,    W.   Va.,   May 
Purdon.     Page  645. 

Boys :    Higgins,  W.  Va.,  Claud  H. 
Woodrum.     Page  622. 

Organizers:     No  competition. 
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THE  BROTHEBHOOD  THERMOMETER. 

The  Brotherhood  Thermometer  has  a  number  of  surprlMi  In 
Btore  this  month.  Medicine  Hal  L,odge  No.  125  occupiet  the 
proud  position  at  the  top  of  the  stem,  with  214  paid  up  mem- 
bers. Medicine  Hat  Jumped  from  2nd  place  last  month  to 
first   place   this  month. 

Portage  la  Prairie  Lodsre  No.  145  Jumps  from  4th  pl&c« 
last  month  to  2nd  place  this  month.  Nelson  Lodge  No.  ISl 
did  not  appear  on  this  page  last  month,  but  stand*  trd  on 
the    roll    this   month.      Well   done.    Nelson. 

Bea\er  Lodge  No.  291  has  dropped  back  temporarilr  from 
1st  place  last  month  to  4th  place  this  month:  however, 
shows  an   Increase   of  31    new  members  over   last  month. 

Ottawa  Lodge  No.  223  occupies  the  same  position  In  th« 
stem   this  month  as  last. 

Winnipeg  Lodge  No.  207  Jumps  from  first  place  In  the 
bulb  last  month  to  6th  place  In  the  stem  this  month.  Cod- 
tinue  your   good   work,  Winnipeg,   and   push   forward. 

Hevelstoke  I^dge  No.  208  has  dropped  back  four  poiatt. 
with   an    Increase   of  9    members  on    September. 

Hoosac  Tunnel  Lodge  No.  278  drops  back  one  point  thli 
month,  with  an  Increase  of  twelve  new  members  over  Uit 
month. 

Rat  Portage  Lodge  No.  238  also  drops  back  one  point  tl- 
though  showing  an  increase  of  twenty-three  new  memberi 
over   lart    month. 

Portland      Lodge     No.     2S8     returns     this     month     with   re- 
newed   vigor   and   occupies   10th  place    In   the   first  division- 
Lodge  Name.  Mem. 

522 Menominee     IJ' 

78 West    Concord     1'* 

41 Clinton     IJ* 

120 Boston      1^ 

111 Kanawha    "^ 

64 St.    Johnsbury    1*| 

161 Calgary      1;} 

87 Greensboro     ^'t 

229 Cranbrook     ^^\ 

117 Elk    Valley    "• 

1:46 Clybourn     1» 

67 Kenova    ^|; 

154 Truro    1" 

127 Moose    Jaw    jjj 

281 Selma     *JJ 

402 Keene     jJJ 

3 Knglehart     i" 

273 Richland     JJ* 

5Jl ^?ancheste^    JJJ 

2S8 Portland      JJJ 

698 NIckle   Plate    * . . . W 

In  the  bulb  the  changed  positions  are  Just  as  notlc«*b!« 
as  In   the  stem. 

Menominee  Lodge  No.  522  drops  from  sixth  place  In  «« 
«tem  last  month  to  first  place  In  the  bulb  this  month,  wlia 
an  Increase  of  four  new  members. 

West  Concord  Lodge  No.  78  Jumps  from  13th  place  tt  iw 
bulb  last  month  to  2nd  place  this  month-  We  congratttUW 
you.  West  Concord. 

Clinton  Lodge  No.  41  dropped  from  10th  place  in  the  ft«i 
last  month  to  3rd  place  In  the  bulb  this  month,  with  a  «»« 

BoVton  Lodge  No,  120  shows  an  Increased  membership  »| 
40  and  Jumps  from  10th  place  laat  month  to  4th  place  thB 
month.      How's  that  for  Boston? 

Kanawha  Lodge  No.  Ill  dropped  from  11th  place  In  w 
stem  last  month  to  5th  place  In   the  bulb  this  month. 

St.  Johnsbury  Lodge  No.  64  drops  from  9th  place  In  "i* 
stem  last  month   to  6th  place  In  the  bulb. 

Calgary  Lodge  No.  161  drops  one  point  this  month- 
Greensboro   Lodge   No.   87  drops  six   points. 

Cranbrook  Lodge  No.  229  Is  a  newcomer  on  thla  page  a-  - 
we   hid    them   welcome. 

E:k  Valley  Lodge  No.   117  drops  four  points  thla  ™o"^.    . 

Clybourn  Lodge  No.  246  has  returned  to  this  page  credit** 
with   115  new  members.     Come  again,  Clybourn. 

Kenova  I>odge  No.  67  drops  from  3rd  place  la»t  moatft  i- 
12th  place  this  month.  ' 

Truro  Lodge  No.   154  also  drops  6  points  this  month. 

Moose  Jaw  Lodge  No.  127  Jumps  8  points  this  month.  wit= 
a  gain   of  20   members. 

Selma  Lodge  No.  281  drops  a  few  points  this  month. 

Keene  Lodjce  No.   402  also  drops  a  few  points  thla  montb 

Bnglehart  I^^dge  No.  3  drops  two  points,  with  a  gain  '^ 
18    members.  ^  ,  ,  ..^j, 

Richland  Lodge  No.  273  has  returned  to  this  pace  creflii« 
with  106  new  members. 

Manchester  Lodge   No.   591  drops  one  point   this  monilL 

Portland  Lodge  No.  288  and  NIckle  Plate  Lodge  No.  >' 
are   both    newcomers.      We   wish   them   every   success. 

Last  month  the  total  membership  accounted  for  on  ^^ 
page  was  3.372.  This  month  there  are  4,165,  a  »ain  of  ' 
members. 
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Grand    Lodge    Officers 


A.  B.    Lmm.   Grand   Ptm..   Vanol   RIdg.,   St.    Louli.   Mo. 

GBAND   VICE-PBE81DENT8. 
A.   F.    Stout   IvanlMM.   Ont 
W.  8.  Pew«ll.  Bural  HalL  N.  C. 
M.  J.  Pwnn,  Vanol  Bl<lg..  8t   Loiria.  Mo. 
N.  A.  Vurpia.  839  N.  Central  Park  Are..  (lUcago.  lU. 
Hy.   Irwin.   Box  IM,   PorUge  la    Prnlrie.    Mun. 
Gea.  B.  Jennan,  Box  6.  South  Danbury.  N.  H. 
SasMl  J.  Pt«fl.  Grand  Becretary-Treasurer  and  Hgr.  Of- 

fldal  Organ.   Vanol   Bldg..  8t.    Ix>nla.   Mo. 
Jttdga  Wan.  Zachrlti.   Solicitor.  St.   Loula.  Mo. 
J.  8.    Eattman.  Chaplain.   R.    P.   D..   Haat  Thetford.   Tt 
AI«iL  Glkb.  Grand  Inner  Sentinel.  Vanol  Bldg..  St   Loula. 
Walter  A.  Springer.   Grand  Outer  SentiJiel.   Vanol  Bldg., 

St.  Loula,  Mo. 

LADIRS'   AUXILIARY   TO  THE  I.    B.    M.   W.   E. 
Mrs.  Cora   B.   Smith.   Grand  President,   ran.ian.   K    H. 
Mra.   Geo.   B.  Janaats.  Grand  Secretary-Treasurer.  Box  6. 
South  DanlnuT.   N.   H. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE. 


Noyes,   Chairman.   86  Wright  Ave..   Toronto.   Ont. 
|al.  Serretary.  Box  301,  Portage  la  Prairie.  Man. 


W.    H. 

George  Seal. 

J.    E.  Smith.  Littleton.  Mum. 

G.   H.   Flynt.  408  Gorrell  St..  Greenaboro.  N.  C. 

T.  J.  O'Donnell,  Hernando.  Miaa. 


Ben.  A. 
Carr.  P.  C. 
Chapman.  B.  0. 
Pavla.  J.  K. 
DeDecker,  E. 
Oa  uthler.  Tlioa. 
Qeemaert,  Loula 
Craham.    S.   J. 
niniee.  J.  Y. 
HulL  W.  H. 


0BGANIZEB8. 
Johnaon.  H.  W. 
KOiO'ft.  (2eo. 
Klrkwoo.1.  P.  W. 
Layne.  J.  T. 
Miller,  T.  S. 
Ogden.  O. 
l*owera.  T.  C. 
Peterson.  Chaa. 
Rirdo.  8. 
Riley.  J.  A. 


Rnhinaon.  R. 
Stokes.  IL  B. 
Stuart.  J.  P. 
Knillran   I.  J. 
Su-ank.  Hiram 
Vlens.  r>.  N. 
Wilbur.  8. 
Wocks.  W. 
Wynn.  C.  M. 


LIST   OF   GENERAL-CUAIR^IEN. 


B.  *  A.— J.  D.  Holt.  O.  C.  701  East  ^lagnolla  8t, 
ntwrald.  Ga.:  J.  K.  Rodgera.  SecreUry.  Wray.  Ga. 
Mor  St,  Arooetook— Jolm  Turner  Jr..  G.  C.  M  FinnW*? 
Ave..  Boulton.  Me.:  W.  8.  NeoL  BecreUry.  Medford 
Centre,  Ma. 

ion  Jk  Albany^BcnJamln  Bennett.  G.  C.  Suite  8.  93 
BeMdere  St..  Boaton.  Maaa.;  M.  J.  Powers.  SecreUry, 
Bos  48.  Southrllle.  Maaa. 
B.  *  O.  8.-W.— Wm.  Teepe.  G.  C.  R.  F.  D.  6.  North 
▼«mon.  Ind.;  B.  D.  Sddeyer.  SecreUry,  BOB  OUto 
Bt..  ChlUlcotho.  Mo. 
B     A    O.   ChL    Ter.    B.    R.— >L    B.    Owen.   O.    C.   4581 

Sacra  men  te  Are..   Chicago.   111. 
Baltlmoro  ft  Ohio— Wl  J.  Glenn.  SecreUry.  415  Merchant 

St..    Falrmount.  W.   Va. 
BoMon  A  Malno-R.  H.  Crawford.  G    C.  Box  82,  Melroae. 
N.     Y.;    W.    8     Kennlston,    flecroUry.    No.    4    B.    R. 
Square,  Concord.   N.    H. 
Cana<U«o  Northern— F.  H.  ITJoadal.  G.  C.  Box  294.  War- 
road.  Minn. J  C,  Carrer.  care  of  E.^  E.  Buckmnn.  R.  A 
B^l5ept..  d  N.   By..  Winnipeg.  Man.;  G.  T.  CUrk- 
•on.    Treaaurer.   Clair,  Bask. 
Canactlaa  Northern  In  OnUrlo— R.  Glrena.  G.  C,  Udney, 

Ont. 
Canadian  Northern  Quebee  By.— H.  8t  Cyr.  L'EplphanIo, 

Qua* 
Canadian  Paclflr^Wm.  norey.  G.   C^   Woodstock.   N.B.: 
I>-    Campbell,    SecreUry,    10   Thornton   Ave..    London. 
Ont. 
CL     C  Jk  O.— C.  C.  wnilflma.  G.  C.  St.  Paul.  Va.;  C.  J. 

Jonaa.  Secretary.  Yuma.  Va. 
Central  of  Georgia— D   G.  Borom,  Round  Oak.  Ga. ;  P.  M. 

L«aueur.  Secretary.  OpcUka,  Ala. 
C      &    N-    W.— Peter   Peterson.    O.    C.    1140   Liberty    St.. 

Clinton.  la. 
C   Jk    O. — J.  B.  Pugh.  G.  C,  R.  F.  D.  6.  Box  Al.  Rich- 
mond. Va-;  J.  W.  Brown.  SecreUry.  Griffith.  \a.    * 
Chleaffo    Juuctlon-^no.   Baker.  G.   C.   5014   Center  Are.. 
^^Chlca«o.    III.;  Jaa.   Conaodlne.    SecreUry,    8334   Wood 

St..    Chicago.  UL 
C.     IC    A  St  P.— Jaa.  Browder,  G.  C.  5313  N.  51at  St., 

'    Osleaao.  IIL 
dmeinxMtl.  Hamilton  &  Dayton— Ed  Morman,  G.  C.  Box 
4T«      Columbua   Grote.    O.;    Roy    Denning.    SecreUry, 
ri4'  8.  9th  St..  Hamilton.  O. 
Coal    Jk    Coke  By.— W.  L.  Slaughter.  O.   C.  Gawoway.  W. 
^^ Va.  ;   T^    L.  Qulckel.  SecreUry.  Gasaoway.   W.  \  a. 
rtelaerar«    A  Budaon— George  Smith.  G.    C  Meadoxrdale. 

n    Y. 

r>#.i       iJick.   &  West— M.   Foley.   G.  C.   1648  Keyser  St, 
^^^  SOT n ton.   Pa.;  Fred  Klmbal.  Sec..  Big  FlaU.   N.   T. 
n^Milnlon   Atlantic— M.  Kennedy.  O.  C.  WateiTllle.  N.  8.; 
^^M.    H-    McCurdy.  SecreUry.  Old  Bama.  N.  8. 
A       it.    0.    ft  A.— C.  A.  Fellmnn.  G.   C.   518  N.  8d  St.. 

Marna«tte.   Mich.;  Wm.   Peterson.   Secretary.   Box  95, 

l^'jLMtmm,  Mich. 
^      fSt  ^— J-  <>•  Keepers.  0.  C,  143  lat  St,  OreenAeld. 

O- 


Bbq.  a  Nan.  Ry.— F.  Harper.  G.  C,  Maywood  P.  O..  Vlo- 

tnrta.   B    C:  R.   Sketch.  SecreUry.   Wellington.   B.   C. 
Fla.  Raat  Coast— O.  H.  Baggott.  O.  C.  Port  Omnae.  Fla.; 

H.  W.  Godwin.  SecreUry.  4^5  Fifth  St..  MUml.   Fla. 
Ga.   By.— J.  T.   Irey,  G.   C.  R.   F.  D.  2.   Tliomaon.  Ga.; 

W.   B.   Bray.  SecreUry.   P.  O.    Box  <S5.  Btepiietu.  Ua. 
Georgia   A   Florida-4.  T.   Maasey.  O.  C,   ValdosU.  Ga.; 

Jolm  Dyall.  SecreUry.  Douglaa,  Ga. 
Grand  Trunk  PaclHo— A.  Barker.  G.  C.  Box  580.  Portage 

la   Prairie.  Man.;  J.  WUd.  SecreUry.  Melrllle.   Saak. 
G.   S.  *  F.  Ry.— kL  McCormack.  G.   C  Arabl.  Ga. 
HaUfax  ft  8.  W.— Geo.   N.   Fox.  G.  C.  East  Pubnlco.  N. 

8.;  R.    Feener.   Secretary.    Brtdgewater.   N.   8. 
Illinois  Central— T.  J.   O'DonneU.G*.   C.   Hernando,   Miss 
Intercolonial  ft  P.  E,  I.— Geo.  W.   Murray.  G.  C,  Truro, 

N.   8.;  Eugene  Savage.   Secretary,   2Ur>arille.   N.    B. 
Indiana  Harbor— J.  Bloom.  6.  C.  128  Broadway.  Blue  Is- 
land.  HI.:  Frank  Schneider.   SecreUry,   419   Plummer 

Ave..  Hammond.  Ind. 
Maine  Central— O.  C.  Allen.  O.   C,  Lincoln  Center,  Me.; 

Alex.   McMlnn.  Sec'y.   115  Winter  St..   Lewlston.   Me. 
Michigan  Central— O.   Glllett.  «..    r..    Lawton.   Mich.;  W. 

Buess.  SecreUry,   814   N.    Park   St,   Kalmaaoo,  Mich. 
M.,  8t  P.  ft  8.  8.  M.    (Soo  Line)  — L   .Norby.  O.  C.  R. 

F.  D.  1.  Box  4,  WhiU  Bear  Lake.  Mmn. 
Mobile  9t  Ohio— J.  M.  Young.  G.  C.  1720  N.  Sd  St.  Co- 
lumbua. Miss.;  C.  L.  Hale,  SecreUry.  Columbua.  Ky. 
Norfolk  Southern — B.  A.  Sutton.  G.  C.  Ill  E.  Brambleton 

Are..  Norfolk.  Va.;  J.  T.  PhUllps.  SecreUry.  Bridge- 

ton.  N.  C. 
Norfolk  ft  Western— T.  H.  Oerre^,  O.  C.  R.  F.  D.  2.  Box 

5.  Wabtut  Core.  N.  C;  J.  P.  Stuart.  No.  8  Baldwin 

Are..  Bluefleld.  W.  Va. 
New  Brunswick  Southern- B  F.  Aastln.  Actlnt  Chairman. 

ninch's  MilU.   N.   B. 
N    O..    IL    ft  C— 

H.   I.   Nicholson.   SecreUry.  Ray  Springs.   Miss. 
Pere  Marquette— H.   McLaughlin.   O.    C.   Highgate.   Ont.; 

Stephen  TiUay,   8ec'y.   48   Park  Ave..   Chatham.   Ont 
Quebec  Cen.— J.  A.   Leoaard.  O.  C.  Beauoe  Jet,  Que. 
Quebec  ft  L.   St  John— J.  G.   Greffard.  G.   C.  8t   Ray- 
mond. Que. 
Queen  ft  Creacent— I.  Rlseden.  G.  C.  Dayton.  Twin. 
Seaboard  Air  Lino— R.  D.   Bradley.  G.  C  Box  108,   Bo- 

fart.  Ga. ;  M.   C.   Sutton,  SecreUry.  Vldalla.  Ga. 
Somerset   Ry.— E.    E.    Clark.    G.    C,    Madison.    Ma;    B. 

Pierce.  SecreUry,  Box  253,  Bingham.  &Ie. 
Southern  Rr. — D.   P.   Langley.  G.   C  Chlldenburg.  AU.; 

A.  L.  Epps.  SecreUry.  Almond.  N.  C. 
Southern  PaclHo— O.  W.  Stewart.  SecreUry.  LafayetU.  La. 
T.    A    N.    O.— W.    Swltser.    G.    C.    LaCehford.    Ont;   L. 

Pelkie.   SecreUry.  Thomloe.  Ont 
Union  Paclflo — Chas.  8.  BouIUr.  O.  C.  Box  97.  La  Sallo. 

Colo. 

Va.  Ry.— T.  D.  McCoy.  O  C.  McCoy.  Va. 

Washington  Co.   Ry.— Zina   M.   Cook,   G.   C.  JacksonrlUo. 

Kfe. :  E.  J.   Palmer.  SecreUry.  Whltneyyille.  Me. 
WUa    Cen.— P.  Raamussen.  G.  C.  Cylon.  Wis.:  P.  McQoo. 

SecreUry.  822  Court  St.  Chippewa  Falla.  Wla. 
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C  4^     Technical  Department  |  ^  J 


Several  letters  have  been  received  ask- 
ing for  directions  as  to  how  to  lay  out  a 
curve.  Although  it  is  seldom  necessary 
for  foremen  to  use  this  information,  the 
following  rule  may  be  found  almost  ex- 
actly correct. 

First  set  up  two  long  stakes  or  sight 
poles  in  the  exact  center  of  track  some 
distance  back  on  the  tangent  from  the 
point  where  curve  begins.  Measure  100 
feet  from  the  beginning  of  curve  and  set 
a  third  stake  exactly  in  line  with  the  two 
former  ones.  Now  measure  10^  inches 
at  right  angles  from  your  stake  for  each 
d^ree  of  curvature  you  desire  a  stake  at. 
This  will  give  you  the  first  center.  Meas- 
ure again  100  feet  from  your  former  stake 
and  set  up  exactly  in  line  with  the  other 
Stakes  on  tangent.  Your  measurement 
here  at  right  angles  will  be  four  times 
10%  inches  for  each  degree  of  curvature. 
Number  your  stakes  from  point  of  curve 
mch  100  feet,  1,  2,  Z,  4  and  so  on  around 
the  curve.  These  stakes  are  all  set  up 
perfect  in  line  with  the  first  two  stakes. 
For  instance  at  stake  one,  the  distance  is 
1  times  10%  inches  for  each  degree;  the 
Second  stake  is  2  times  2  are  four,  there- 
fore it  is  4  times  10%  inches  for  each 
4«gree.  At  the  third  stake  it  is  3  times 
$  are  9,  or  9  times  10%  for  each  degree. 
The  4th  stake  is  4  times  4  are  16.  There- 
fore the  center  will  be  16  times  10% 
laches  for  each  degree  from  the  straight 
Hue. 

This  rule  is  almost  exact  from  one  to 
eight  degrees  up  to  a  certain  liimt. 

Many  curves  are  compound  curves  or 
Of  different  degrees  of  curvature.  For  in- 
stance, a  third  degree  curve  may  run  into 
ft  4th  degree  or  6th  degree.  Compound  ' 
eurves  should  have  a  permanent  marker 
at  the  point  where  the  curve  compounds 
in  order  that  the  foreman  may  have  some- 
thing exact  to  work  from  in  addition  to 
Sighting  with  the  eye. 


I  have  been  asked  to  tell  through  the 
Advocate  how  I  would  line  a  curve  which 
had  been  driven  ofE  the  true  center  and 
with  the  rails  run  down  by  creeping  so 
tight  tnat  it  was  impossible  to  line  to 
true  center.  In  answering  this  question 
I  would  first  ascertain  how  much  the 
curve  was  out  of  center,  by  means  of  a 
sixty-two  foot  cord  and  any  gauge  and 
•placing  my  stakes  at  each  joint  to  the 
true  center.  If  the  track  were  three  or 
four  inches  out  of  line,  I  Would  prepare 
several  rails  with  a  piece  cut  off  the  end 
half  way  between  the  two  bolt  holes  in 
the  rail.  This  piece  may  be  cut  off  in  a 
short  time  by  men  with  an  ordinary  hack- 
saw. If  no  spare  rails  are  available,  then 
estimate  according  to  how  far  your  track 
is  to  be  moved  and  how  many  rail  lengths 
would  close  up  this  expansion  after  being 
moved.  At  this  point  remove  the  angle 
bar  and  saw  end  of  rail  in  track.  The 
piece  may  be.  left  in  until  you  are  ready 
to  throw  the  track  by  placing  the  angle 
bars  on  rail.  Get  enough  men  to  form 
two  gangs  for  lining,  by. calling  on  your 
adjoining  foreman,  if  necessary.  Put  out 
a  warning  signal  one-half  or  three- 
quarters  mile  distant,  if  you  cannot  get 
entire  use  of  track  and  at  point  of  curve 
display  a  stop  signal.  Have  your  men 
remove  the  first  cut  piece  from  track  and 
with  your  bars  line,  to  true  center.  To 
do  this  it  may  be  necessary  to  have  one 
gang  ahead  two  or  three  rail  lengths  to 
throw  the  track  out  of  line  in  order  to 
give  you  expansion  to  throw  your  rail 
into  center.  Should  a  train  come  before 
you  are  finished,  ease  ofE  both  ends  to  the 
point  you  are  lining  and  allow  the  train 
to  pass  very  slowly.  In  this  way  no  great 
delay  need  be  charged  to  your  work  and 
you  can  continue  in  this  way  until  the 
lining  Is  completed. 

Every  curve  should  be  carefully 
checked  over  with  a  62-foot  line  at  least 
once  each  year,  so  that  you  may  be  cer- 
tain when  it  is  getting  out  of  true  center, 
and  apply  the  remedy  before  it  gets  too 
bad,  so  as  to  necessitate  the  cutting  of 
rail.  It  is  easier,  quicker  and  cheaper  to 
keep  the  track  In  proper  place  than  to 
replace  it  after  it  has  got  so  far  out  of 
center. 
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President's  Message. 

Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers: 

Again  with  the  beginning  of  a  new 
month  and  the  opening  of  a  new  season, 
it  is  time  to  put  my  thoughts  together  in 
order  to  send  you  a  word  of  greeting  and 
encouragement  to  aid  you  in  our  mutual 
work  of  bettering  conditions  for  your- 
selves and  those  dear  to  you.  And  among 
other  pleasant  thoughts  in  this  connection 
not  the,  least  enjoyable  is  the  knowledge 
that  our  good  work  does  not  end  with  the 
benefits  which  come  to  ourselves,  biit  goes 
out  in  a  widening  circle  whose  borders 
touch  all  wage  workers  and  to  their  ad- 
vantage. And  once  more,  although  sum- 
mer is  l)ast  and  the  opening  month  of  the 
fall  season  is  with  us,  the  change  in  sea- 
son, I  am  most  happy  to  say,  makes  no 
change  in  my  report  of  August's  story. 
Like  July  and  previous  months  of  1911, 
August  has  bettered  any  previous  August 
of  any  and  every  previous  year  and  thus 
enables  me  to  continue  unbroken  the 
pleasant  story  of  continuous  and  sustain- 
ed endeavor  resulting  in  success. 

I  wonder  sometimes  if  my  readers  enjoy 
the  reading  of  this  success  as  I  do  the 
telling  and  I  often  wonder  if  the  good 
workers  everywhere,  our  headquarters' 
staff,  our-  Vice-Presidents,  organizers  and 
General  Chairman,  our  subordinate  lodge 
officers  and  members  and  the  individual 
workers,  whose  names  occasionally  ap- 
pear in  the  Honor  Roll,  as  well  as  an  army 
of  quiet  workers  whose  names  are  not 
mentioned,  and  whose  good  work  is 
known  only  to  themselves  and  God,  but 
whose  work  nevertheless  is  necessary  to 
the  grand  total  which  every  month  rec- 
ords, I  repeat,  I  wonder  if  these  are  aware 
of  the  fact  as  well  as  I  am  that  it  is  to 
their  energetic  and  cordial  co-operation 
our  success  which  month  after  month 
pleasantly  records,  is  due.  I  know  it  most 
assuredly,    and    am    pleased    to   say   that 


"under  Divine  Guidance  an<l  blessing  it  Is 
to  the  honest  work,  often  self-sacrificing 
work,  of  all  the  efforts  of  all  these  work 
ers  combined,  our  success  is  due.  I  can 
only  once  more  express  my  appreciation 
of  your  noble  effort  and  express  my  grate- 
ful thanks  for  it  and  once  more  say  what 
I  seem  to  have  adopted  as  our  slogan. 
"Let  the  good  work  go  on!" 

In  the  schedule  revision  Organizer 
Viens  comes  to  the  limelight  with  Chair 
man  Kennec^y  and  J.  P.  B.  of  the  Domin 
ion  Atlantic  Ry.  After  the  Board  had 
met  the  management  and  had  come  away 
without  being  able  to  effect  a  settlement 
I  instructed  Brother  Viens,  who  had  jast 
completed  a  trip  over  the  government 
lines  in  Canada,  to  give  what  help  be 
could  to  th«  D.  A.  R.  boys,  the  result,  as 
I  have  said,  being  a  meeting  with  the  G^ 
eral  Manager  and  a  settfement  giving  the 
foreman  $2.00  a  day  and  the  section  m@) 
$1.50  a  day.  Just  a  few  years  ago,  the 
Board  were  very  . '«n^phatically  turned 
down  by  the  General  Manager,  but  a  sop 
gestion  from  me  to  him  that  he  sbonM 
recall  the  committee  and  settle  the  mat 
ter  in  the  family,  or,  otherwise  I  would 
have  to  call  In  the  good  offices  of  the  Min- 
ister of  Labor,  under  the  Lemieux  Act, 
brought  the  desired  result.  The  commit 
tee  was  recalled  and  secured  their  first 
schedule,  of  which  this  is  the  second  re- 
vision, if  my  memory  Is  correct  I  w> 
glad  to  record  one  more  revision  addinf 
to  the  comforts  of  the  homes  of  our  gpo<^ 
people,  with  peace  and  good  will  intart- 
Congratulations,  all  round  to  the  Genera' 
Manager,  the  members  of  the  Board  and 
Brother  Viens. 

When  matters  were  progressing  (thaflte 
very  largely,  let  me  say  to  the  Lemio» 
Act,  for  its  beneficent  action  is  ** 
clearly  by  me  in  these  revisions,  while** 
was  not  invoked,  but  where  both  parti** 
knew  it  was  in  the  background)  in  tW? 
peaceable  fashion,  our  good  brother,  Vl«* 
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President  M.  J.  Powers,  and  Chairman 
Foley  and  Board  of  the  Delaware,  Lack- 
awanna &  Western,  were  having  troubles 
of  their  own.  The  Chief  Engineer,  Mr. 
Ray,  gave  a  conference  to  Chairman  Foley 
and  his  comrades,  but  refused  to  give 
them  any  concessions  and  have  been  for 
some  time  trying  to  break  up  the  organ- 
ization on  the  road.  Foremen  were  given 
passes  to  meet  the  Chief  Engineer  and 
learn  from  him  all  the  taffy  he  has  in 
ptore  for  them  if  they  would  only  drop 
this  agitation  for  a  schedule  and  trust  to 
him.  Chairman  Foley  and  committee 
canvassed  the  road  and  found  out  just 
what  the  men  proposed  to  do  and  met 
with  the  result  that  about  90%  stated 
their  willingness  to  support  the  commit- 
tee. Unfortunately,  Brother  Powers. had 
to  lay  off  owing  to  a  serious  break  down 
in  health  due,  to  his  continuous  hard 
work,  for  he  is  one  of  the  hardest  work- 
ers the  Order  ever  had,  and  the  next  act 
in  the  drama  was  the  dismissal  of  Chair- 
man Foley,  ostensibly  for  outstaying  his 
leave  of  absence.  I  was  wired  for,  but 
being  in  conference  with  Chairman  Mer- 
man and  his  Board  of  the  C.  H.  &  D., 
found  it  impossible  to  go,  but  wired  Vice- 
President  Vurpia  who  at  once  proceeded 
to  Scranton  and  met  the  Board.  With 
his  usual  energy  and  success  as  a  press 
agent  ^e  got  any  amount  of  space  in  the 
Scranton  press  and  the  refusal  of  the  gen- 
eral superintendent  to  even  meet  the 
Board  still  further  strengthened  the  press 
in  their  showing  up  of  the  situation.*  Hap- 
pily Vice-President  Powers  was  able  to  re- 
turn to  the  field,  and  my  last  word  from 
him  is  that  the  Chief  Engineer  will  meet 
the  Board  on  September  6th  to  discuss 
the  reinstatement  of  Chairman  Foley,  but 
I  do  not  think  there' will  be  any  difficulty 
about  that,  and  all  I  can  say  of  it  just 
now  is  that  if  Mr.  Ray  wishes  to  have 
trouble  on  his  hands  he  cannot  get  it 
quicker  than  by  discharging  a  Chairman, 
chosen  by  his  comrades  to  do  business  for 
them.  One  of  the  things  that  neither  our 
Brotherhood  nor  its  president  will  stand 
for  patiently  is  any  such  arbitrary  work 
as  that  and  I  cannot  say  it  too  plainly. 

We  have  be«n  getting  many  revisions  of 
schedules  on  different  roads  this  year,  as 


well  as  receiving  schedules  for  the  first 
time,  and  I  think  a  word  to  these  new- 
comers, as  well  as  to  new  members  on 
roads  where  schedules  have  been  effec- 
tive for  years,  will  not  be  amiss.  A 
schedule  is  simply  a  bargain  signed  by 
officers  of  the  railway  company  and  a 
committee,  or  to  use  our  own  techinal 
term,  the  Joint  Protective  Boards  rep- 
resenting the  maintenance  of  way  em- 
ployees. The  schedule  is  usually  signed 
by  the  Chief  Engineer,  General  Manager, 
or  some  other  official  for  the  company,  and 
by  the  General  Chairman  of  the  Board 
for  the  employees.  The  bargain  thus  con- 
cluded simply  means  that  in  return  for 
certain  rules  and  rates  which  the  com- 
pany binds  themselves  to  give  as  their 
part  of  the  agreement,  we  pledge  ourselves 
on  our  part  to  give  faithful  and  efficient 
service.  Get  both  these  points  well  in 
mind,  brothers,  and  when  all  hands  on 
our  side  get  to  the  point  of  standing  by 
their  bargain  so  honorably  that  a  man 
who  shirks  his  duty  by  slighting  his  work 
will  be  regarded  as  a  cousin  to  a  strike 
breaker,  we  win  not  have  many  griev- 
ances to  look  after.  And,  on  the  other 
hand,  should  some  minor  official  violate 
the  bargain,  the  fact  that  we  are  living 
loyally  up  to  it  will  be  a  mighty  strong 
argument  in  having  the  superior  official 
higher  up  where  the  air  is  usually  clearer 
than  in  the  vicinity  of  a  controversy, 
show  the  erring  official  where  he  has  very 
seriously  put  his  foot  in  it. 

Our  Constitution,  in  the  laws  govern- 
ing the  protective  department,  gives  strict 
directions  as  to  the  redress  of  grievances 
in  Sees.  11  and  12,  page  42,  and  in  "General 
Instructions'*  page  47,  which  are  so  plain 
that  no  one  can  misunderstand  them. 
Some  of  our  brothers  must  surely  never 
have  read  them,  for  rarely  a  month  passes 
that  I  do  not  get  a  letter  from  a  brother 
asking  me  to  redress  an  alleged  grievance, 
seemingly  in  blissful  ignorance  of  the  fact 
that  the  machinery  for  the  purpose  is  in 
their  own  local  lodges.  Hence,  the  wis- 
dom of  all  who  can  belonging  to  a  sul>- 
ordinate  lodge. 

Recently  I  had  an  urgent  appeal  from  a 
foreman  dismissed,  as  alleged,  for  being 
drunk.    Of  all  the  appeals  this  distresses 
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me  most  If  the  charge  is  true,  needless 
to  say,  I  can  only  express  my  regret  that 
a  foreman  entrusted  with  the  lives  of  all 
who  travel  by  rail  should  be  so  unworthy 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  him  as  to  allow 
himself  to  be  liable  to  such  a  charge.  And 
while  talking  of  the  booze  habit,  let  me 
acknowledge  gratefully  the  wonderful  im- 
provement in  the  habits  of  all  railway 
employees,  our  own  craft  included,  and 
at  the  same  time  say  frankly  that  there 
is  little  room  either  in  the  organization 
or  the  maintenance  of  way  department  for 
the  man  who  can't  let  booze  severely 
alone.  Our  organization  has  done  much 
to  raise  the  character  of  our  members 
and  in  no  way  can  we  better  raise  the 
character  of  our  service  to  our  employers, 
a  very  important  part  of  our  duty,  than 
by  educating  our  people  up  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  utmost  sobriety  in  respect  to 
intoxicants. 

Vice-President  Irwin,  Chairman  Dorey 
and  Board  for  the  Western  Lines  are  now 
in  session  in  Winnipeg,  revising  the 
schedule  or,  rather,  the  rules  and  rates 
given  us  under  our  recent  award  effective 
December,  1910.  Vice-President  Vurpia 
wires  me  from  Cincinnati  that  the  man- 
agement of  the  C.  H.  ft  D.  has  refused 
any  concessions  in  the  request  for  a 
schedule,  and  he  is  calling  in  the  whole 
Board  of  the  C.  H.  &  D.  for  a  conference. 
Vice-President  Jenness  intends  shortly  to 
go  up  to  the  officials  of  the  Terminals  As- 
sociation in  Portland,  Me.,  for  a  schedule, 
the  yards  of  the  Boston  ft  Maine  and 
Maine  Central,  respectively,  now  forming 
a  separate  system.  Vice-President  Powell 
is  in  Augusta,  Ga..  with  the  Charleston  ft 
Western  Carolina  Board,  and  is  hopeful  of 
securing  the  adoption  of  their  proposed 
schedule  in  a  short  time.  They  have  ask- 
ed for  a  date  and  he  is  hopeful  the  con- 
ference will  be  successful  in  procuring  a 
satisfactory  schedule.  Thus,  continuous 
activity  is  the  order  of  the  day  and  is 
most  pleasing  to  me  as  being  the  very 
best  evidence  of  vigorous  life  and  health. 

Just  why  the  railway  managers  would 
hesitate  to  deal  with  representatives  of 
our  craft  or  what  a  road  can  hope  to  gain 
by  entering  into  conflict  with  us  even 
where  they  might  temporarily  defeat  us 


is  something  for  which  I  cannot  for  Uie 
life  of  me  find  a  good  reason.    All  tlMj 
can  hope  to  gain,  if  they  call  that  gain. 
where  they  postpone  for  a  time  glTing 
us  a  square  deal  is  the  loss  of  their  beit 
men.    I    am    sorry    a    controTersy  lias 
arisen  between  the  railway  managers  ind 
their  shops  employees  who  are  co-opent- 
ing  and   federating  to  secure  improred 
conditions.     Co-operation  is  comhig  and 
whether  it  is  given  that  name  or  some 
other  it  is  in  the  air  and  bound  to  come. 
There  is  no  sense  in  a  dozen  trades  and  a 
dozen  committees  taking  up  the  time  of 
the  officials  and  spending  their  own  bard 
earned  money  in  making  separate  agre^ 
ments  when  a  joint  committee  can  do  the 
business  Just  as  reasonably,  and  Just  as 
efficiently  and  with  a  great  saving  of  ex- 
pense, a  consideration  to  the  wage  earn- 
ers not   to  be  lightly  overlooked,  as  a 
dozen   separate   committees.    I  trust  in 
time  the  officials  will  see  it  in  this  light 
and  meantime  in  Presidents  Kline,  Ryan 
and  Franklin  the  matter  is  in  good  hands 
and  the  interest  of  all  concerned  will  b^ 
safe-guarded.    I  wish  them  all  snocees  hi 
the   difficult   and   responsible  duties  im- 
posed upon  them  and  know  well  they  will 
measure  up  to  the  full  stature  of  the  o^ 
oasion. 

Meantime  I  send  my  very  best  wishes 
to   our   good    workers    in   conference  at 
Winnipeg,   Boston,  Scranton,  Cincinnati 
Augusta  and  anywhere  else  that  schednle 
revision  is  under  way  and  trust  my  next 
letter  may  have  the  good  news  from  all 
these  widely  separated  fields  of  dfOrt   It 
tells    something    of    the    organizatioa's 
growth  as  well  as  its  efforts.  Good  wishes, 
brothers,  all.    No  one  knows  better  tima 
I,  or  can  better  sympathize  with  yon,  of 
the  stress  and  strain  of  schedule  negotia* 
tions.    Thinking  of  Winnipeg  reminds  ■» 
that  we,  and,  indeed,  all   the  C.   P.  H- 
brothers  have  lost  a  good  friend  in  the  re- 
tirement from  active  management  of  0>e 
C.  P.  R.  of  Sir  William  Whyte.    May  aD 
the  blessings  due  to  a  good  man  and  a 
generous  employer  of  wage  earners  foBff* 
Lady  Whyte  and  him  into  their  well  eart 
ed  rest  and  not  only  follow  them  hut  ove*- 
take  them   and  abide   with 'them.      Be* 
wishes,  Mr.  Bury,  and  I  can  not  wish  yo" 
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anything  better  than  that  you  may  fol- 
low worthily  in  the  footsteps  of  your  pre- 
decessor and  may  we  soon  write  you,  not 
only  as  general  manager,  but  Vice-Pres- 
ident Bary. 

I  am  sure  Brother  Pegg  will  give  a  good 
account  of  himself  at  Calgary  and  I  wish 
the  convention  a  profitable  and  lively 
time.  I  am  sure  it  will  be  lively,  being  in 
the  west,  but  also  sure  that  it  will  be 
profitable. 

Long  before  you  receive  this,  the  fate 
of  reciprocity  will  have  been  decided  and 
I  trust  will  soon  be  an  accomplished  fact 
I  have  long  thought  the  line  of  customs 
sentries  along  our  frontier  was  a  nuisance 
and  should  be  abolished  and  I  trust  as 
far  as  natural  products  go,  it  soon  will  be. 
Note  that  it  is  that  philanthropic  bunch, 
the  Manufacturers'  Association,  which  is 
opposing  it.  This  should  give  wage  earn- 
ers a  correct  voting  tip.  These  are  the 
parties  who  want  labor  unions  ''properly 
cMiducted,"  as  Dooley  says.  "No  sched- 
Qles,  no  strikes,  and  damn  few  members." 
Over  here  the  standpatters  are  being 
found  out  and  protection,  a  tax  on  the 
consumer,  is  no  longer  the  sacred  thing 
it  once  was  for  we  are  learning  labor  can 
not  be  protected.  The  product  of  labor  on 
which  the  manufacturer  makes  his  mil- 
lions, can  be  and  is  and  largely  at  our  ex- 
pense. 

Best  wishes,  every  one.  "Let  the  good 
work  go  on,"  and  I  trust  you  brothers  do 
not  forget  our  graceful  young  ally,  the 
Auxiliary,  for,  paradoxical  as  it  may 
sound,  the  Brotherhood  cannot  help  itself 
in  any  better  way  than  by  helping  our 
young  ally,  officered  by  our  own  good 
women,  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary. 

With  best  wishes  to  each  and  all,  I  am, 
Yours  fraternally  and  sincerely, 

A.  B.  Lowe,  President. 
•  o» 

Grand  Secretary-Treasurer's 
Itinerary. 

Dears  Sirs  and  Brothers: 

Leaving  St.  Louis  at  2:15  p.  m.  on  Sep- 
tember 2nd,  I  reached  St  Paul  at  9  a.  m., 
and  spent  the  day,  while  waiting  for  my 
train,  in  sights~eeing  around  the  city. 


Shortly  after  noon  I  witnessed  the  par- 
ade of  the  German  Societies,  who  were 
having  their  parade  of  Labor  unions  on 
Sunday  instead  of  Monday. 

Leaving  St.  Paul  at  5  p.  m.,  I  arrived 
at  Winnipeg  about  7:30  a.  m.  September 
4th,  and  having  secured  a  room  at  the 
hotel,  I  got  ready  to  accompanir  the  mem- 
bers of  my  local  lodge  No.  207  in  the 
Labor  Parade. 

It  had  rained  quite  hard  during  the 
night  and  as  a  consequence  the  well 
known  Red  River  mud  was  very  slippery. 
The  sky  was  overcast  and  cloudy  and  ap- 
pearances were  not  favorable  for  a  big 
turnout.  However,  sharply  on  time,  the 
members  of  Winnipeg  Lodge  No.  207 
formed  in  line  with  a  beautiful  large  silk 
banner  carried  by  two  stalwart  brothers 
and  supported  by  four  others. 

We  marched  to  our  place  ready  to  fall 
in  position  with  the  parade.  Many  com- 
plimentary remarks  were  heard  from  the 
sidewalk  as  to  the  smart  appearance  of 
the  members  as  they  marched  along,  at- 
tired in  dark  blue  shirts  with  a  white  tie 
and  dark  trousers.  Brother  Dorey  and 
members  of  the  C.  P.  R.  J.  P.  B.  who  were 
in  Winnipeg  on  business  connected  with 
their  System  Division  Joined  and  march- 
ed with  Lodge  No.  207.  Brother  Fljozdal, 
General  Chairman  of  the  C.  N.  System 
Division  also  joined  207. 

Soon  after  arriving  at  our  post,  the 
fioat  drove  up  and  was  critically  scanned 
by  our  members.  A  handcar  mounted  on 
two  pieces  of  rail  and  manned  by  four 
trackmen  was  the  main  feature.  Two 
Ramapo  stands  near  the  front  of  the 
fioat,  behind  the  handcar  was  a  carpen- 
ter's bench  and  a  man  working  at  it, 
while  several  paint  pots  were  hung  on 
the  bench.  The  back  of  the  float  carried 
a  bent,  framed  and  capped  in  minature. 
The  signal  department  was  represented 
by  semaphore  blades  and  signals.  The 
colored  lanterns  were  hung  around  the 
float  and  made  a  very  effective  showing. 
Four  youngsters  dressed  appropriately, 
represented  the  coming  Maintenance  of 
Way  men.  Every  brother  in  this  section 
of  the  parade  wore  a  handsome  flower 
which  added  very  much  to  their  appear- 
ance. 
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The  roarcb  was  a  long  one  and  a  hard 
one.  While  passing  along  a  part  of  the 
lin«  of  march  where  the  mud  was  in  evi- 
dence, you  would  step  ahead  three  feet 
and  slip  back  with  every  step. 

The  parade  as  a  whole  is  said  to  have 
been  the  largest  ana  best  ever  held  In 
Winnipeg.  •  Prizes  were  given  In  point  of 
excellence;  first  tor  the  float,  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  lodge  that  marched  and 
also  for  marching.  Although  I  did  not 
see  an  official  notice  of  the  award,  I 
heard  that  Winnipeg  Lodge  was  awarded 
first  on  float,  first  in  turnout,  and  as  a 
whole  won  the  second  prize,  which  I 
think  was  indeed  an  honor  to  be  awarded 
a  prize  at  all  and  on  their  first  appear- 
ance of  a  fioat  which  was  much  admired 
and  aplauded  all  along  the  route.  Much 
credit  for  the  success  of  Winnipeg  Lodge 
is  due  to  Brother  Adderly  and  the  other 
officers  whose  untiring  interest  made 
possible  such  a  creditable  showing. 

After  seeing  the  sights  in  Winnipeg,  I 
left  on  the  6th  for  Regina  where  1  ar- 
rived the  next  morning  and  met  a  few  of 
the  members  of  Regina  Lodge  No.  250.  A 
freight  wreck  prevented  a  number  from 
attending,  but  I  enjoyed  a  pleasant  even- 
ing and  left  the  next  day  for  Moose  Jaw. 
Arriving  there  I  found  a  prosperous,  hust- 
ling little  city,  whose  enterprising  resi- 
dents are  erecting  a  number  of  fine  large 
buildings  in  a  substantial  manner  and  of 
beautiful  architectural  design. 

In  the  evening  a  large  number  of  the 
members  of  Moose  Jaw  Lodge  No.  127 
turned  out  to  the  meeting  and  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  Sister  Scott,  whose 
name  is  well  known  to  all  our  Advocate 
readers,  also  Sisters  Armstrong  and  Mc- 
Phadden.  After  a  very  pleasant  two 
hours  were  spent,  the  above  named  ladies 
made  their  appearance  with  a  bountiful 
repast  which  was  partaken  of  by  all  pres- 
ent and  enjoyed  very  much  indeed.  The 
presence  of  these  ladies  (with  their  eat- 
ables and  drinkables)  emphasized  what  I 
had  before  said  to  the  brothers,  that  a  good 
live  Ladies*  Auxiliary  was  all  that  was 
needed  to  make  Moose  Jaw  I^odge,  one  of 
the  very  best  in  the  we3t.  Sister  Scott 
being  called  upon,  after  the  good  things 
to  eat   and   drink   had   been   disposed   of, 


spoke  at  some  length  on  thebeneflU  ta 
the  members  of  the  Brotherhood  of  a 
lodge  of  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  and  a  num- 
ber of  those  present  promised  to  use  their 
best  endeavors  to  build  up  the  old  lodge 
of  the  Ladles'  AuxJUary  at  once.  The 
balance  of  the  evening  until  24  K.  was 
spent  In  songs,  dances,  speech  making 
and  music.  Brother  GiUles,  Secretary  of 
Moose  Jaw  Lodge  No.  127  rendered  some 
excellent  music  on  the  bagpipes  and  also 
on  the  whistle,  which  was  appreciated  by 
all  present 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  I  enjoyed 
so  pleasant  an  evening. 

We  left  Moose  Jaw  on  the  9th  for 
Medicine  Hat  and  the  sight  of  the  wheat 
fields  as  far  as  the  eye  could  carry  on 
either  side  of  the  track  for  mile  after 
mile  was  inspiring.  A  great  deal  of  the 
wheat  and  oats  has  been  harvested  hot 
there  is  still  a  great  deal  standing  along 
the  road. 

We  saw  steam  plows  working,  breakbig 
the  prairies.  These  twelve  plows  drawn 
by  an  engine  break  or  plow  from  26  to  80 
acres  per  day.  These  engines  are  also 
used  to  haul  three  self  binders  when  cut- 
ting the  grain  and  of  course  do  the  same 
amount  of  work  as  three  outfits  with  foar 
horses  to  each  one.  The  great  drawback 
appears  to  be  the  want  of  help  to  take 
care  of  the  grain  after  it  is  cut,  although 
the  railways  have  brought  in  over  1(^,0W 
harvesters  and  there  is  apparently  room 
for  nearly  as  many  more. 

I  arrived  at  Medicine  Hat  at  21:30  K 
in  the  evening  or  9:30  p.  m.  as  we  figur* 
time  elsewhere  than  west  of  Ft  William 
I  got  up  early  Sunday  morning  to  looJ- 
over  the  ground  where  I  spent  severtl 
months  in  1881.  The  country  at  thai 
time  was  open  prairie,  only  one  or  two 
wooden  buildings,  the  remainder  of  tl* 
town  being  under  canvass.  I  failed  to 
find  any  of  the  old  land  marks  but  one,  a 
magazine  for  storing  explosives  that  I  had 
built  in  1881  and  it  is  still  doing  duty,  I 
was  told. 

After  I  had  found  Brother  Murray.  8e^ 
retary  of  Maple  Creek  Lodge  No.  125,  1 
found  that  from  some  unexplainahk 
cause  the  notice  for  the  meeting  had  nc^ 
been  received  so  that  no  preparatloa  haid 
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been  made  to  hold  one.  This  being  the 
case  I  again  boarded  the  train  for  Cal- 
gary and  together  with  Brothers  Murray, 
Vice-President  Irwin,  Cleneral  Chairman, 
A.  E.  Baricer  and  Brother  Smith  of  Port- 
age la  Prairie,  we  Journeyed  on  to  Cal 
gary.  I  must  say  I  have  enjoyed  every 
waking  moment  of  my  time  seeing  the 
sights  and  noting  the  march  of.  prosperity 
so  eviden|:  on  every  hand.  I  forget  to 
mention  that  Moose  Jaw  Lodge  No.  127 
took  the  first  prize  for  its  float  and  turn- 
out on  Labor  Day.  A  halftone  reproduc- 
tion of  the  photo  taken  both  of  Winnipeg 
Lodge  207  and  Moose  Jaw  Lodge  No.  127 
appears  in  this  issue  of  the  Advocate. 

On  account  of  the  non-delivery  of  let- 
ters with  notice  of  meeting  at  Medicine 
Hat,  no  meeting  was  held  with  our  people 
there  and  Secretary  Murray  accompanied 
me  to.  Calgary,  by  daylight,  instead  of  a 
night  trip  as  expected. 

Arriving  in  Calgary  I  found  a  bustling 
city  with  its  streets  as  crowded  and 
busy  as  any  St.  Louis  streets,  I  thought 
that  perl^aps  the  delegates  attending  The 
Trades  and  Labor  Congress  had  something 
to  do  with  the  crowd  but  I  find  that  al- 
though the  convention  is  over  and  most 
of  the  delegates  have  departed  for  their 
homes,  the  crowd,  is  still  here.  At  the 
Alberta  Hotel,  at  which  place  I  stopped, 
the  large  dining  room,  seating  a*}out  200 
people,  was  crowded  for  two  hours. three 
times  each  day.  Brother  Fljozdal  and 
myself  with  Solicitor  O'Donoghue  were 
the  only  convention  delegates  stopping 
at  the  hotel.  Every  hotel  in  town  is 
crowded  to  its  capacity  all  the  time,  I  am 
told. 

The  convention  opened  at  ten  a.  m. 
Monday,  September  11th.  An  address  of 
welcome  and  freedom  of  the  city  was  ex- 
tended to  the  delegates  by  the  mayor  who 
explained  in  his  address  that  Calgary 
owned  the  street  railway,  lighting  plant 
and  w^ter  works  and  hoped  that  some 
day  the  people,  instead  of  paying,  taxes, 
would  be  receiving  a  dividend  from  the 
public  utilities  owned  by  the  city. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Sifton,  Premier  of  Alber- 
ta, welcomed  the  delegates  on  behalf  of 


the  Province,  they  were  also  welcomed 
by  the  President  of  The  Calgary  Trades 
Council  and  addresses  were  made  by  the 
Liberal  and  Socialist  candidates  for  the 
Federal  House. 

Mr.  Frank.  Duffy,  International  Secre- 
tary of  The  United  Brotherhood  of  Car- 
penters and  Joiners  of  America,  who  ap- 
peared as  the  fraternal  delegate  of  The 
American  Federation  of  Labor  in  place  of 
the  regular  elected  delegate  who  was  un- 
able to  attend  and  whose  credentials  were 
transferred  to  Brother  F.  Duffy,  in  his  ad- 
dress at  this  time  he  made  an  able  re- 
view of  the  labor  situation  of  the  labor 
question  in  the  United  States..  During  the 
session  over  100  resolutions  were  offered 
on  subjects  supposed  to  be  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  tollers  of  Canada.  Up  until 
noon  Wednesday,  resolutions  kept  com- 
ing in  on  ^very  conceivable  subject  and 
as  fast  as  they  were  presented  were  r^ad 
and  referred  to  the  proper  committee.  I 
shall  only  discuss  one  of  these  resolu- 
'  tions.  No.  13,  submitted  by  James  Somer- 
ville  of  Moose  Jaw,  Sask.,  asking  for  the 
abolition  of  The  Lemleux  Act  from  the 
statutes  of  Canada,  as  there  were  also 
five  other  resolutions  asking  for  amend- 
ments to  the  Act,  two  of  which,  Nos.  32 
and  33,  were  Introduced  by  Brother  D.  J. 
Smith,  representing  Prairie  Lodge  No. 
145,  of  the  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  E.,  which 
were  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  32.— By  Delegate  D.  J. 
Smith,, representing  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  E., 
Prairie,  145: 

Be  It  resolved  that  this  Congress  be  In 
favor  of  an  amendment  to  the  Lemleux 
Act,  providing  that  when  an  award  has 
be^i  made  by  a  conciliation  board,  and 
accepted. by  both  parties,  that  the  act  pro- 
vide that  It  be  compulsory  that  the  condi- 
tions of  award  be  lived  up  to  by  said  par- 
ties to  the  dispute.  Further,  where  any 
points  In  award  are  not  clear  to  either,  or 
both  parties,  that  the  chairman  of  con- 
ciliation board  act  as  interpreter  of  any 
such  points. 

Be  It  further  resolved  that  all  sittings 
of  conciliation  boards  be  open  to  the  pub- 
lic. 
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Resolution  No.  33. — By  Delegate  D.  J. 
Smith,  representing  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  B., 
Prairie,  145: 

Be  it  resolved  that  this  Congress  be  in 
favor  of  amendment  to  Lemieax  Act,  mak- 
ing it  compulsory  that  the  award  of  a  con- 
ciliation board  be  either  accepted  or  re- 
jected by  both  parties  in  a  dispute,  within 
thirty  days  after  date  of  said  award  be- 
ing given. 

These,  with  three  others  were  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  who,  on  Friday, 
the  15th,  brought  in  their  report.  The 
committee  favored  the  abolition  from  the 
statutes  of  the  Act.  It  was  realized  by 
all  present  that  this  was  to  be  the  event 
of  the  entire  session  and  those  opposed 
to  the  Act  commenced  to  offer  what  they 
called  convincing  evidence  that  it  should 
be  abolished.  The  best  oratorical  talent 
of  the  convention  denounced  *the  Act,  but 
strange  to  say.  were  unable  to  present 
any  argument  that  was  not  fully  covered 
by  the  amendments  to  the  Act,  which  had 
been  submitted  to  the  Convention  when 
the  opposition  had  exhausted  every  argu- 
ment they  had,  one  of  which  was  made 
by  M.  J.  Best,  of  Winnipeg,  representing 
The  Locomotive  Engineers.  This  brother 
was  the  only  representative  of  a  railroad 
organization  outside  of  the  shop  trades 
who  opposed  the  Act,  and  he  announced, 
with  a  great  pufTlng  out  of  chest,  that 
his  organization  was  strong  enough,  nu- 
merically and  financially,  to  stand  alone. 
They  had  never  used  the  conciliation 
boards  because  it  meant  wait,  wait,  wait, 
and  the  Act  was  no  good  anyway. 

The  carmen's  representative  opened  the 
debate  in  favor  of  the  Act  and  denounced 
the  engineers  for  the  stand  they  had  tak- 
en during  the  carmen's  struggle.  After 
he  spoke,  Brother  Houston,  of  the  Tele- 
graphers, told  with  telling  effect  of  the 
benefits  to  his  organization  under  the  Act; 
your  humble  servant  told  of  the  benefits 
obtained  to  men  in  our  department,  point- 
ing out  that  neither  at  the  sittings  of  the 
committee  nor  on  the  floor  of  the  conven- 
tion had  a  single  point  been  made  against 
the  Act  that  could  not  be  remedied  by 
amendments  offered. 


J.  G.  O'Donoghue,  solicitor  for  the  Con- 
gress, followed  with  an  exhaustive  and 
telling  review  of  the  workings  of  the  Ad 
Immediately  at  the  close  of  his  speech,  the 
friends  of  the  Act  demanded  that  the  pre- 
vious question  be  taken  up  and  voted  on. 
The  first  vote  showed  a  majority  for  the 
Act 

A  roll  call  was  then  demanded,  which 
recorded  63  for  the  abolition  of  the  Act 
and  75  in  favor  of  amending  the  Act 

When  the  report  of  this  convention  is 
printed  I  will  show  you  that  many  of 
those  voting  against  the  Act  were  not  af- 
fected in  any  way  by  its  workings,  bat 
that  their  vote  was  actuated  by  political 
spite  to  denounce  the  Act  upon  the  ere  of 
a  general  election.  They  were  defeated  In 
this  purix)se. 

The  convention  closed  on  Saturday. 
September  16th.  Vice-President  Hy.  Ir 
win  was  elected  on  the  Provincial  Eiecu 
tive  of  Manitoba,  and  Brother  Wm.  Dorey. 
on  the  Executive  of  New  Brunswick. 

The  next  convention  will  be  held  In  the 
city  of  Ouelph,  on  the  second  Monday  in 
September.  The  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  E. 
should  have  a  good  representation  at  each 
aession  of  the  Congress  to  see  that  no  leg- 
islation is  introduced  that  would  be  detrl^ 
mental  to  the  men  in  our  department  as 
well  as  to  introduce  measures  that  would 
be  beneficial  to  them.  Resolution  No.  100 
was  carried  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  100. — By  Delegate  S.  J 
Pegg,  representing  Winnipeg  Lodge  No. 
207.  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  B.: 

The  attention  of  this  (Jongress  was  di- 
rected to  the  fact  by  Solicitor  O'Donoghne 
that  the  railway  commissioners  had  no 
authority  to  prevent  the  lengthening  of 
sections  on  railways;  and. 

Whereas,  the  lengthening  of  sections  te^ 
creases  responsibilities  and  may  be  a  {>^ 
tor  in  accidents  to  employees  and  P** 
sengers,  and  as  page  2,  section  4,  of  the 
solicitor's  report  reveals  a  dreadful  toD 
to  death  among  the  employees;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  incoming  executive 
be  instructed  to  have  presented  to  parlU 
ment   such  legislation   as  will  give  tb€ 
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railway  commissioners  power  to  interfere, 
on  any  complaint  being  properly  made 
whereby  sections  lengthened  or  the  num- 
ber of  men  employed  on  sections  are  re- 
duced in  force,  to  the  danger  of  the  trav- 
ling  public  and  the  other  employes  con- 
cerned. And  that  this  Congress  believes 
that  the  sacrifice  of  life  and  limb  being 
subordinate  to  economy. 

Fraternally  yonrs, 

S.  J.  Pego. 

Bmnsville,  Ala. 

Brothers:  It  will  soon  be  time  to  line 
up  for  a  new  schedule  and  I  think  we 
ought  to  get  in  shape  to  go  after  some- 
thing this  time  and  show  that  we  must 
have  something.  Tou  all  know  that  every 
other  class  of  employes  on  the  Southern 
have  been  given  far  more  wage  increase 
in  the  past  two  years  than  the  Mainten- 
ance of  Way  employes. 

The  flagmen  have  been  given  a  40%  in- 
crease within  the  past  two  years  and  the 
firemen  were  given  far  more  last  sprang 
than  we  were,  as  were  others  in  propor- 
tion. Why?  Because  they  were  thorough- 
ly organized  and  showed  by  their  actions 
that  they  meant  what  they  said. 

Take  the  Maintenance  of  Way  employes 
on  the  Southern  System,  if  they  were  or- 
ganised as  they  should  be  and  lived  up 
to  the  organization  and  would  keep  up  to 
the  teachings  of  the  Constitution,  we 
could  accomplish  Just  what  the  flagmen 
and  other  classes  of  employes  have  for  we 
are  Just  as  important  as  they  are,  and 
the  company  can  get  along  Just  as  well 
without  a  crew  of  flagmen  as  it  can  with- 
out section  foremen,  and  it  takes  much 
longer  to  learn  to  be  a  practical  section 
foreman  or  bridge  foreman  than  it  does 
to  be  a  flagman  or  flreman. 

Take  the  Southern  operating  over  8,000 
miles  of  main  line  averaging  seven  miles 
to  the  section.  It  would  take  1,148  sec- 
tion foremen  on  that  line,  not  saying  any- 
thing of  the  bridge  foremen,  pumpers,  car- 
penter foremen  and  others  who  belong  to 
the  order  or  should  belong. 

Now  boys  let  us  get  in  shape  and  when 
the  committee  goes  before  the  manage- 
ment again  let  us  stand  like  brave  sol- 


diers of  the  cross  and  demand  what  is 
right  for  us,  what  will  put  us  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  other  classes  of  organ- 
ized employes  of  this  section,  and  what 
will  not  be  unfair  to  the  company.  We 
can  and  we  will.  Now  everybody  get  busy 
and  see  how  much  he  can  do  towards 
getting  thoroughly  organized  by  the  time 
the  committee  goes  before  the  manage- 
ment for  a  scale  and  show  the  ofQcials  by 
your  work  that  you  deserve  more  and 
stand  up  for  your  rights,  and  let  us  see 
if  we  cannot  get  our  rate  up  in  line  with 
the  other  boys  on  this  system  next  year. 
Hoping  to  see  more  letters  from  the 
other  brothers  who  are  better  writers 
than  myself,  and  asking  the  editor  to 
please  line  this  up  for  the  press,  I  re- 
main. Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U.    W.  A.  Long. 

•^y^ . 

Gray  (Ga.)  Lodge  No.  7. 

I  guess  I  had  better  get  after  my  Job  as 
it  has  been  some  time  since  I  wrote  a  let 
ter  for  the  Advocate. 

We  have  settled  with  the  officials  long 
ago  and  have  been  receiving  our  increase 
for  two  months.  I  am  very  well  satisfied 
with  the  way  everything  went,  although 
I  think  possibly  there  are  some  who  are 
not  satisfied,  in  fact  I  have  heard  some 
say  so,  but  for  my  part  I  have  nothing  to 
complain  about  that  would  amount  to 
much  so  I  say  nothing  and  wait  hoping 
to  possibly  get  my  complaint  in  the  next 
time. 

Speaking  of  complaining,  I  must  say 
here  that  some  of  the  kickers  are  the  ones 
who  have  to  be  looked  after  every  six 
months  or  they  will  not  pay  up  and  get 
in  good  standing,  and  then  I  hear  some 
critising  the  boys  who  went  to  Savannah, 
and  they  don't  even  pay  their  dues  when 
asked  to  do  so  in  case  of  necessity.  How 
about  that? 

It  is  now  up  to  us  to  have  everything 
in  shape  all  along,  then  if  we  see  a  good 
thing  we  will  be  able  to  go  at  It  and  let 
me  tell  you  fellow  trackmen,  there  is 
nothing  in  sitting  around  waiting  for 
someone  else  to  look  out  for  you.  There 
is  surely  nothing  to  it.  Look  out  for  your- 
self,  get  an  up-to-date  card  and  keep  it 
up-to-date. 
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The  Increase  this  year  will  pay  your 
dues  for  three  years  and  I  am  sure  It 
there  had  not  been  75%  of  the  boys  on 
the  Central  of  Georgia  with  paid  up  cards, 
that  you  would  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
moving  if  you  received  any  more  pay  this 
year,  for  it  seems  that  the  oflflcials  were 
determined  that  things  were  going  as  they 
wanted  them  to  and  they  did  not  want  to 
give  us  anything  and  if  there  had  not 
been  some  stirring  around  we  would  not 
have  received  as  much  as  we  did.  They 
did  have  everything  Just  as  they  wanted 
it,  but  that  Is  all  past  now  and  It  is  up  to 
us  to  have  100%  as  soon  as  it  Is  possible 
for  us  to  do  so.  Let  us  see  if  we  cannot 
do  this  without  having  to  pay  some  one  to 
go  oyer  the  system  and  see  every  fellow. 
It  costs  us  money  every  time  we  send  a 
man  to  look  up  the  delinquent  ones  and 
this  is  the  way  I  think  will  save  us  the 
expense:  If  there  Is  a  man  on  your  di- 
vision that  is  behind,  go  to  see  him  and 
spend  the  day,  talk  over  the  matter  with 
him  and  if  you  cannot  do  anything,  teli 
some  of  the  other  boys  about  It  so  they 
may  go  to  see  him  and  so  on  until  every- 
one has  gone  to  him,  then  if  he  is  not 
converted,  send  three  or  four  of  the  best 
men  on  the  division  to  see  him  and  he 
will  come  in  or  move,  or  at  least  I  think 
he  will.  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  look 
after  such  men  any  way  for  they  surely 
should  be  watched  after  by  some  one. 

Well  I  must  not  take  up  too  much  space 
unless  my  letter  was  more  interesting,  so 
I  will  bring  It  to  a  close. 

With  best  wishes  to  all,  I  remain. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

JouBNAL  Agent. 
•  o^ 

Roxboro,  N.  C. 

Dear  friends:  As  the  editor  was  kind 
*»nough  to  print  my  former  letters  I  will 
try  to  write  a  few  lines  and  let  you  know 
t]iat  I  have  not  forgotten  you. 

It  is  raining  here  today  and  everybody 
is  glad  to  see  it.  Everything  is  looking 
dry  around  here  now. 

I  have  received  many  beautiful  post- 
cards since  my  first  letter  to  the  Advocati? 
and  I  certainly  did  appreciate  them.  I 
had  a  very  nice  time  on  my  trip  to  Vir- 


ginia and  Tennessee.  I  saw  many  of  my . 
old  friends  and  made  many  new  ones  bat 
I  am  sorry  to  say  I  did  not  get  acquainted 
with  any  of  my  Advocate  friends.  My 
school  starts  the  11th  of  September,  which 
is  not  very  far  off.  I  will  be  in  the  Seventh 
Grade.  We  moved  from  the  country  a 
year  ago  and  I  have  only  been  going  to 
school  here  about  five  months. 

We  live  in  a  very  nice  town  now  but  it 
is  not  a  very  large  one.  We  have  two 
large  cotton  mills,  four  tobacco  ware- 
houses, four  churches  and  a  great  many 
stores  and  other  buildings  and  a  popula- 
tion of  three  thousand. 

Well,  as  I  cannot  write  a  very  interest- 
ing letter  I  will  close  and  I  hope  the  kind 
editor  will  line  this  up  and  get  It  in  shape 
for  print  and  I  will  try  to  do  better  the 
next  time. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  Brotherhood 
and  all  concerned,  I  remain.  Tours  sin 
cerely,  Howabo  Swartz. 

•  <y* — 

Coalmont,  Tenn. 

Dear  Editor:  This  Is  my  first  letter  to 
the  Advocate  and  I  wish  to  say  to  the 
boys  and  members  on  the  N.  C.  ft  St  L- 
Ry.  that  there  is  one  man  on  the  road 
who  does  not  intend  to  give  the  company 
any  trouble  and  I  aim  to  stick  to  the  craft 
for  I  know  there  is  something  in  it 

I  asked  for  Information  some  time  ago 
and  received  it.  I  don't  need  any  more 
to  show  me  the  value  of  the  organizatkHL 

I  see  some  brothers  writing  to  the  Aih 
vocate;  one  from  Stevenson,  Ala,,  and 
the  other  from  Anderson,  Tenn.  I  was 
partly  raised  with  both  of  them.  They 
are  my  wife's  first  cousins,  and  I  am  glad 
to  know  I  am  not  the  only  one  who  has 
stuck  to  the  craft  I  noticed  one  of  tbc 
brothers  said  he  thought  the  reason  why 
some  more  of  the  brothers  did  not  write 
was  because  they  were  afraid.  Now  my 
reason  for  not  writing  Is  because  I  dW 
not  have  the  time.  However,  I  am  doins 
a  lot  of  thinking  if  I  am  not  writing. 

Well  I  will  close  for  this  time  and  hop- 
ing we  will  make  a  success  of  our  under 
taking,  I  am.  Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

JNO.  SHon. 
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Maplewood,  Ind. 

I  want  to  write  a  few  lines  to, the  Ad- 
vocate. I  am  a  section  foreman  on  the 
Springfield  Division  of  the  C,  H.  &  D.  Ry. 
located  at  Maplewood,  Ind.  This  is  my 
first  letter  to  the  Advocate  and  I  hope  it 
will  not  reach  the  scrap  basket  for  I  will 
be  discouraged  if  I  do  not  see  it  in  print 

I  want  to  say  to  the  readers  of  the 
Advocate  we  are  having  a  pretty  rough 
time  on  this  division  this  year  as  our 
force  is  very  small,  but  nevertheless  we 
have  enough  of  our  foremen  and  men  to 
organize  a  nice  little  lodge  and  everything 
is  working  all  O.  K.  so  far.  We  organ- 
ized August  6th,  1911;  we  had  about  55 
or  60  members  at  the  first  meeting  and 
expect  to  reach  the  100  mark  by  our  next 
meeting  September  20th. 

We  have  a  committee  to  meet  the  Man- 
agement on  September  5th  and  think  they 
will  bring  home  some  bacon.  The  good 
I^rd  knows  if  there  ever  was  anyone  who 
needs  it,  it  is  the  poor  fellows  on  the  C. 
H.  &  D.,  especially  on  the  Springfield  Di- 
vision. We  have  seven  mile  sections 
with  only  two  men,  ten  hours  per  day  at 
$45.00  for  men,  and  foremen  receive  $50.00 
per  month.  We  have  a  good  roadmaster 
and  he  js  a  nice  man  to  work  for;  this  is 
his  first  year  in  that  position. 

Well  maybe  I  will  have  something  good 
to  write  next  time. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U. 

Journal  Agent. 
^^y^ 

Athol,  N.  S. 

Hello  boys  and  girls!  Having  seen  no 
letters  from  Truro  Lodge  No.  154  I 
thought  I  would  write  a  few  lines. 

I  have  a  brother  who  is  a  Brotherhood 
man  and  he  thinks  it  is  a  fine  order.  He 
works  on  section  No.  27  on  the  Inter- 
colonial Railway  at  Athol.  N.  S. 

I  am  14  years  old.  I  live  at  Amherst 
but  I  am  spending  my  vacation  with  my 
brother.  I  hope  to  be  a  Brotherhood  man 
some  day  myself. 

I  will  bid  you  good  night  and  if  this 
misses  the  waste  basket  and  finds  its  way 
into  print  I  will  write  again. 

Percy  C.  Riley. 


Pinners,  Va. 

I  received  my  journal  last  night  and 
there  were  so  many  good  letters  in  it  from 
the  boys  that  I  am  inclined  to  write  an- 
other letter. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  visit  Greensboro 
Lodge  on  August  27th  and  we  had  a  rous- 
ing big  turn-out  and  our  General  Chair- 
man Mr.  D.  P.  Langley  gave  us  a  good 
talk.  We  are  expecting  good  results  from 
him  as  General  Chairman.  He  cannot  do 
all  by  himself,  we  must  help  him  and  if 
we  will  do  this,  I  am  sure  everyone  will 
have  a  smile  on  when  the  committee  re- 
turns from  Washington,  D.  C.  next 
spring.    If  we  sow,  we  are  sure  to  reap. 

I  am  up  to  my  chin  in  work  trying  to 
get  ready  for  the  inspection. 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  the  boys  who  contributed  to  the 
fund  to  buy  the  nice  present  I  have  just 
received  as  a  token  of  their  appreciation 
for  my  services  as  Local  Chairman  of  the 
Norfolk  Division.  May  the  good  Lord 
bless  the  givers. 

Wishing  success   to   our   order,   I  am. 
Yours  for  service,           O.  L.  Pittmann. 
•  o- 


Pounding  Mills,  Va. 

As  my  last,  letter  appeared  in  print,  I 
thought  I  would  try  again.  I  have  receiv- 
ed my  September  Advocate  and  have  been 
reading  it  pretty  lively  as  I  always  do, 
and  there  is  not  much  left  that  I  do  not 
read  for  I  enjoy  the  nice  letters  very 
much.  I  am  glad  to  see  so  many  of  our 
friends  interested  in  their  own  welfare 
as  well  as  the  welfare  of  others  and  I 
think  it  is  high  time  some  of  them  were 
taking  an  interest. 

Well  you  know  the  old  saying,  "Be  sure 
you  are  right,  then  go  ahead"  and  I  think 
we  are  on  the  right  track  to  better  our 
conditions  in  the  way  of  wages.  I  think 
we  are  all  right  so  let  us  push  forward. 

I  am  sure  if  the  officials  of  the  com- 
pany wanted  us  to  do  anything  they  would 
not  hesitate  a  moment  to  tell  us  so  let  us 
all  do  our  duty  and  then  when  we  ask 
for  a  donation  of  a  few  cents  to  help  bet- 
ter our  condition  and  our  families'  wel- 
fare and  happiness,  I  don't  think  we  will 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


690 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


have  any  trouble  in  getting  tbe  officials  to 
sympathize  with  us,  as  we  poor  fellows 
are  the  backbone  of  the  millionaire,  or  do 
the  rich  think  the  laboring  man  has  no 
feeling  or  are  they  like  the  rich  man  said 
a  short  time  ago,  he  wished  the  time 
would  come  when  the  laboring  class 
would  have  to  work  for  50  cents  a  day? 
Wake  up  brothers  and  walce  up  those  who 
are  around  you.  Get  yourself  and  neigh- 
bor in  trim.  Come  to  the  front  and  stay 
there.  We  have  a  majority  so  get  to- 
gether and  hold  together.  Brothers  let  us 
see  if  we  cannot  carry  the  day  as  Geo. 
Washington  did  when  he  raised  the  flas 
of  freedom  and  independence  for  our 
cause. 

I  think  as  last  month  was  a  record 
breaker  on  the  N.  ft  W.  in  the  way  of 
freight  and  passenger  traffic,  that  they 
could  surely  afford  to  feed  us  a  little  larg- 
er crumb  from  their  table. 

Well  Mr.  Editor  I  hope  you  will  line 
this  up  and  publish  same  in  the  coming 
issue.      Yours  in  B.  !>.  &  U., 

Certificate  No.  46984. 
•  <y 

Martinsville,  Va. 

As  I  never  see  any  letters  from  this 
part  of  the  country  I  will  try  and  write 
a  few  lines  hoping  it  will  miss  that  greedy 
waste  basket. 

We  have  had  a  very  dry  season  in  this 
part  of  the  section,  but  we  are  having 
plenty  of  rain  now.  I  belong  to  Smith's 
River  Lodge  No.  6.  We  had  our  meeting 
last  Sunday  with  very  good  attendance^ 
We  took  in  three  new  members. 

I  am  a  relief  section  foreman.  I  have 
been  working  for  the^N.  &  W.  Company 
for  about  four  years  and  I  like  my  job 
fine.  We  have  a  fine  road  master,  Mr.  J. 
H.  English.  All  of  the  men  seem  to  be 
pleased  with  him.  We  have  not  had  any 
raise  this  year.  We  are  a  little  on  the 
drag.  Boys  you  must  cheer  up  and  not 
get  discouraged.  Some  of  our  brothers 
have  been  asleep  for  sometime,  and  have 
not  been  near  the  lodge.  Now,  boys  that 
isn't  the  way  to  attend  to  business.  Coma 
to  the  lodge  and  be  with  us,  it  will  do  you 
good.  We  are  expecting  Brother  Powell 
to  speak  to  us  nec^t  meeting,  and  we  will 


be  pleased  to  have  him  with  us.  I  hopi 
all  the  members  will  try  to  come  out  aad 
hear  him  speak.  We  are  now  preparing 
for  our  Annual  Inspection  this  fall  My 
track  is  not  in  as  good  shape  as  I  would 
like  it  to  be. 

Well,  I  will  stop  for  this  Ume  and  if 
this  misses  the  waste  basket  I  will  writa 
again  sometime. 

Wishing  the   Advocate  and   its 
readers  much  success.    Yours  truly, 
J.  P.  Gb 

Erskine,  Mina. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure 
sending  a  photo  of  our  gang, 
Winnipeg  Division  of  the  Soo 
are  members  of  Lodge  269.    Ttou, 
comes   through   it   being   a   sodli^-. 
crew;  also  the  first  and  only  enmti 
division.    I  wisli  we  could  see  evMM 
line  up  in  this  way  on  the  wholi^^ 
Soo  Line.     It  will  not  be  lone. J 
fore  we  will  be  a  living  power 
ism  in  the  West. 

The  names  of  the  men  are,  aa  t 
you: 

No.  1 — Andrew  Johnson,  foreOMpt'j 
Chaplain  of  Lodge  269). 

No.  2 — John  Amundson. 

No.  3— John  Peterson. 

No.  4 — Geo,  Clausen. 

No.  5 — B.    J.    Bradshaw, 
Lodge  269. 

The  man  in  the  background  J 
Pain,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  «f 
R.  T.,  who  is  also  agent  at 
worthy   of   being   with    us,   ba 
strong  union  man. 

I  would  like  now  to  say  a 
brothers,  and  that  is:   Boys,  kee^j 
Courage.    Never  lose  sight  of  thel 
we  are  out  to  win — and  win  wa  : 
we  have  to  give  our  lives  to  do  a 
is  only  one  man  who  God  haa 
for,  and  he  is  the  brave  man  wte^ 
paid-up  union  card,  which  is, 
doing,  an  emblem  of  brotherly 

I  will  write  again  some  day  l£t 
printed  in  The  Advocate. 

Yours  in  brotherly  loy% 
B.  J.  Brad 
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Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

When  lookisg  over  a  local  paper  under 
date  of  August  26,  1911,  my  eyes  were 
fairly  dazed  with  the  following  head- 
lines: "45  dead  and  80  hurt  in  wreck  on 
the  Lehigh  Valley." 

Now  so  far  as  I  understand,  this  dis- 
aster was  caused  from  a  defective  rail  in 
track;  the  rail  breaking  Ilco  16  or  17  dif- 
ferent pieces  clearly  proves  that  there  was 
a  defect  of  some  kind  in  the  making  of 
the  rail.  These  rails  when  purchased,  are 
inspected  and  must  come  up  to  the  stan- 
dard, and  after  the  rails  are  put  into  ser- 
vice, an  old  one  that  becomes  flawed  must 
be  taken,  out  of  the  track  and  a  new  rail 
put  in  place  of  it. 

On  many  roads  such  accidents  and  ter- 
rible loss  of  life  and  injury  to  limb,  as  re- 
cent wrecks  have  recorded,  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  men  are  placed  in  cliarge  of  sec- 
tions in  the  position  of  foreman  who  have 
not  been  long  enough  at  the  work  to  be- 
come competent  Men  with  but  six 
months'  experience  are  some  times  given 
a  place  as  section  foreman  when  we  know 
at  least  three  years  are  not  too  much  for 
a  man  to  serve  his  apprenticeship  before 
being  placed  In  charge  of  the  lives  of  all 
who  travel  by  rail,  and  you  readers  need 
not  be  told  that  the  lives  of  all  whb  travel 
by  rail,  from  the  engineer  in  the  cab  to 
the  porter  in  the  last  car  are  in  our  hands. 
Men  are  put  in  charge  of  sections  with 
such  a  short  experience  of  the  work  and 
its  responsibilities  that  they  are  not  fully 
aware  of  just  how  much  responsibility  Is 
attached  to  the  position  of  section  fore- 
man, and  neither  do  some  of  the  officials 
realize  how  absolutely  essential  It  Is  that 
only  men  thoroughly  experienced  should 
be  placed  in  these  positions.    . 

Another  matter  Is  the  Insufficient  pay 
given  to  this  class  of  men  on  so  many  of 
the  roads,  especially  where  organization 
has  not  taken  the  matter  In  hand.  Roads 
of  today  do  not  pay  sufficient  wages  to  in- 
duce a  man  of  any  ability  to  take  up  this 
line  of  work  and  follow  It  as  a  means  oC 
'making  a  living. 

In  most  of  the  states  the  law  requires 
every  railroad  company  to  have  one  fore- 
man to  each  section,  and  to  my  way  of 


thinking  they  should  enact  a  law  cod- 
polling  that  man  to  be  a  citizen  of  these 
United  States  and  have  at  least  two  or 
three  years'  actual  experience  as  a  sectioD 
man  before  taking  charge  of  a  section, 
but  the  trouble  is  the  wages  are  not  faigti 
enough  to  offer  any  Inducement  to  meo 
with  the  necessary  ability  to  follow  tii^ 
work. 

Take  a  man  with  a  family  for  instance 
who  has  grocer  bills,  rent,  etc.  to  pay  and 
working  for  a  salary  of  $50.00  to  $69.00  a 
month,  he  can  hardly  manage,  so  that  a 
ihan  with  any  ability  will  not  do  that 
'  work. 

On  the  Lehigh  Valley  if  the  foreman 
was  not  a  competent  man  with  the  necefr 
sary  experience  and  qualifications,  jou 
can  readily  see  how  much  the  ao^Ued 
economy  cost  the  company.  Instead  of 
paying  satisfactory  wages  to  a  good  man 
there,  they  can  now  pay  claims  for  human 
lives. 

For  my  part  I  think  a  railroad  com 
pany  should  raise  the  pay  to  a  higher 
scale,  of  wages  and  have  men  they  could 
trust  idstead  of  Inexperienced  men  and 
this  is  in  the  interest  of  true  economy- 
Do  you  people  realize  when  you  enter 
a  train  that  you  are  trusting  your  lives 
with  labor  so  poorly  paid  it  does  not  care 
if  you  are  alive  or  dead.  Think  of  H! 
How  many  people  are  killed  in  railway 
accidents  on  acount  of  poor  track.  Wby 
have  they  poor  track?  Whose  fault  Is  it, 
yours  or  the  railroad  company?  I  do  not 
blame  the  railroad  company  for  hiring 
cheap  labor  if  the  public  will  stand  for 
it,  but  small  pay  is  not  true  economy. 

Do  you  not  think  my  readers,  that  '^ 
the  railroads  were  compelled  to  place  m«^ 
with  two  or  three  years*  experience  and  a 
citizen  of  this  country  in  charge  of  these 
sections  that  it  would  be  better  for  yon 
and  the  men?  Let  our  men  who  male 
laws  enact  a  law  to  this  effect  and  then 
they  can  have  men  who  will  do  the  worfe 
satisfactorily,  and  when  traveling  we  can 
be  sure  we  are  all  safe.  Let  the  railroad 
companies  pay,  say  20%  more  than  ^^ 
present  scale  and  at  that  they  would  pay 
only  about  $66.00  to  $83.00  per  moDfi 
then   men  with   families   would  take  lo 
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this  line  of  work  and  you  know  a  man 
with  a  family  is  to  be  depended  upon. 

In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Advocate  a  let- 
ter was  written  by  a  daughter  of  a  sec- 
tion foreman  saying  that  a  special  train 
carrying  ol&cials  of  one  of  our  Southern 
roads  was  wrecked  and  upon  investiga- 
tion it  was  found  a  negro  was  in  charge 
of  the  section,  and  a  few  days  later  the 
roadmaster  received  notice  to  discharge 
all  negroes  and  put  white  men  in  their 
places.  Now  this  roadmaster  is  up 
against  it  Why,  you  ask.  Well  because 
the  wages  are  not  high  enough  to  secure 
a  white  man.  Would  it  not  have  been  bet* 
ter  for  this  road  to  have  employed  a  good 
man  in  the  first  place  and  paid  him  a  de- 
cent scale  of  wages?  I  think  it  would  be 
the  place  of  the  railroad  company  to  see 
that  no  one  but  a  man  who  is  able  to  take 
charge  of  this  work  is  placed  on  a  section. 
If  a  human  life  depends  upon  a  good  rail 
for  a  car  to  travel  upon  in  which  a  per- 
son shall  ride,  why  not  pass  a  law  which 
would  compel  a  railroad  to  place  nothing 
but  men  of  ability  to  fill  these  places?  I 
would  like  to  hear  from  others  on  this 
subject  in  the  columns  of  the  Advocate. 
Yours  fraternally, 

h.  C.  Campbell,     . 
•-o^ 

Gillctt,  Wis. 

Just  a  line  or  two  for  the  Advocate 
from  Gillett  Lodge  No.  116. 

The  last  regular  meeting  of  this  lodge 
was  held  in  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  Saturday 
evening,  August  26th,  with  quite  a  num- 
ber of  the  brothers  in  attendance  and  all 
passed  a  pleasant  evening;  two  new  names 
were  added  to  our  list  and  three  applica- 
tions laid  on  the  table  for  next  meeting 
which  will  be  held  in  Oillet  the  last  Sat- 
urday of  September. 

Now  brothers  try  to  be  there,  we  need 
you  and  it  is  your  duty  to  attend  as  many 
of  the  meetings  as  you  possibly  can.  Even 
thoifgh,  you  have  to  put  yourselves  out  a 
little,  it  will  come  out  all  right  in  the 
end.  Do  not  think  all  there  is  to  do  is  to 
pay  your  dues  and  then  get  discouraged 
because  you  do  not  get  results  as  soon  a^ 
you  pay.  Of  course  the  paid-up  part  is  an 
important  part  but  the  Brotherhood   is 


just  what  we  make  it  and  there  is  a  lot 
of  work  to  do  so  let  us  get  together  and 
put  our  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  Gillett  Lodge  cannot 
make  a  success  and  keep  up  our  end  with 
the  rest  of  the  C.  &  N.  W.  Brothers. 

I  notice  some  of  the  brothers  are  a  lit- 
tle backward  about  coming  forward.  Per- 
haps they  have  good  reasons,  let  us  see. 
Some  are  a  little  bit  afraid.  Well  don*t 
get  frightened  boys,  nothing  is  going  to 
hurt  you  and  when  you  once  get  in,  you 
will  laugh  at  yourself  for  being  afraid. 
Some  will  say,  we'll  wait  a  while  and  If 
the  rest  all  go  in  we  will  too.  Well,  if 
we  all  said  that,  there  would  be  no  order, 
and  when  you  do  join,  you  will  be  sorry 
you  did  not  do  so  sooner. 

Some  say  they  joined  once  but  it  did 
not  amount  to  anything,  and  why?  Be- 
cause it  was  all  left  for  one  or  two  mem- 
bers to  do  and  the  load  was  too  much  for 
them.  We  shpuld  all  put  our  shoulder  to 
the  wheel  and  do  our  part  and  it  will 

amount  to  something. 

* 

Our  regular  meetings  are  held  on  the 
last  Saturday  evening  of  the  month  ex- 
cept when  the  meeting  is  held  at  Laona 
then  it  is  the  Sunday  following  the  last 
Saturday.  The  places  are  September,  Gil- 
lett; October,  Laona;  November,  Green 
Bay;  December,  Gillett,  etc. 

Yours  in  B.  U  &  U., 

Journal  Agent. 


-•K>^ 


Dear  friends  and  comrades:  Again  I 
will  try  to  write  another  letter  for  the 
Advocate.  I  do  not  aim  to  tell  you  some- 
thing you  do  not  know  but  I  intend  to  re- 
mind you  of  some  things  that  you  already 
know  but  never  think  about.  Sit  down 
now  and  take  the  lid  ofF  your  think  tank 
and  let  us  think  these  thinks  over  togeth- 
er. You  know  your  master  do  you  not? 
Your  master  is  Capital,  not  kings  but  cap- 
italists, and  unionism  is  like  a  mother,  it 
will  never  lead  you  astray.  A  true  moth- 
er will  never  say,  "Sam  go  join  the  army 
and  go  over  in  Mexico  or  some  other  deso- 
late country  and  get  your  block  shot  off 
trying  to  protect  the  property  of  the  cap- 
italistic class,  property  that  the  laboring 
class  has  given  them." 
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There  was  a  time  when  war  was  pop- 
ular»  but  the  people  are  learning  to  dis- 
tinguishing the  difference  between  a  Just 
cause  and  an  unjust  one;  fighting  for  an- 
other man's  money  which  is  taken  from 
the  people,  is  not  an  inspiring  cause. 

Brothers,  place  your  confidence  in  our 
grand  and  noble  leader,  Brother  A.  B, 
Lowe.  He  is  a  man  who  will  never  lead 
you  astray.  He  is  a  man  of  great  vision. 
He  has  seen  things  that  were  unseen  by 
you  and  he  has  seen  capital  in  every  walk 
of  life,  he  has  seen  labor  trampled  to 
atoms  by  capital  and  above  all  things  he 
can  see  the  day  when  the  victory  will  be 
ours. 

Texas  has  had  her  Alamo,  her  San 
Jacinto,  her  Goliad.  None  of  these  could 
have  been  fought  to  success  bad  there  not 
been  ipen  and  leaders  who  saw  vision  un- 
seen by  most  men.  They  led  men  on  to 
heroic  efforts,  and  now  my  brother,  this 
is  what  I  want  you  to  get^in  your  think 
tank  and  think  as  I  have  and  see  as  our 
Grand  President  A.  B.  Lowe  sees.  We  are 
in  a  conflict  greater  still  of  more  momen- 
tous, vital,  and  supreme  importance, 
which  concerns  not  simply  our  State, 
neither  does  it  know  any  boundary  any 
more  than  the  limit  of  mankind  through- 
out the  whole  world. 

In  this  grand  and  noble  country  wq 
have  entered  upon  a  campaign  which  has 
for  Its  avowed  object  the  rescuing  of  a 
world  from  the  thraldom  of  capital.  Cap- 
ital is  lawlessness  and  would,  if  it  only 
could,  drag  God  from  his  throne. 

I  told  you  in  my  last  letter  of  the  con- 
troversy that  was  going  on  between  Cap- 
ital and  Labor,  but  now  brothers,  I  think 
I  have  thought  and  seen  as  you  will  see 
that  the  great  revolution  that  is  going  on 
not  across  the  border  of  Mexico  but  in 
this  grand  and  noble  country  we  call  aurs 
and  which,  at  the  present  time,  Is  owned 
and  controlled  by  capital.  This  is  not  a 
revolution  as  was  in  George  Washington's 
time  but  a  hundred  times  worse.  In  this, 
capitalists  have  Invaded  the  mother  and 
every  mother's  child.  In  the  former,  the 
women  and  children  were  exempt  from 
war  but  at  present  they  are  forced  out 
Into  the  midst  of  battle  where  they  are 


overworked  and  only  half  fed  and  never 
paid  and  die  the  death  of  a  pauper. 

The  capitalistic  army  is  made  up  of  the 
weaker  sex  and  are  used  to  fight  her  tut 
ties  in  her  many  factories  of  various  sorts 
in  order  to  keep  labor  under  her  feet  The 
battle  line  in  class  war  is  not  drawn  and 
the  woman's  place  in  it  is  the  most  ab^ 
sorbing  interest.  In  class  war,  women  as 
combatants  must  share  :the  fortunes  of 
war  and  by  the  strange  working  of  class 
warfare,  are  compelled  to  fight  the  bat- 
tles.   . 

Women  are  weaker  physically,  more 
untrained  and  more  helpless  than  men, 
hence  fall  readiest  prey  and  make  most 
valuable  allies  of  the  capitalistic  class  in 
their  warfare  upon  the  working  class.  By 
the  power  of  hunger  and  want,  masten 
can  drive  women  from  home  and  out  in 
the  industrial  field  there  to  be  used  to 
starve  men  into  subjection,  to  operate  the 
machinery  of  production,  to  create  wealth 
and  become  child-bearing  machines,  to 
produce  children  who  too  become  factors 
in  the  class  war. 

Now  my  dear  brothers,  drop  this  in 
your  think  tank  and  give  it  a  deep  sincere 
thought.  Ex.  9-5  says,  "All  the  earth  is 
mine."  Psalms  24-1,  "The  earth  is  the 
Lord's  and  the  fullness  thereof."  Lev. 
23-23,  "The  land  shall  not  be  sold  (or 
ever." 

The  Lord  was  here  when  we  came  but 
the  earth  was  of  no  value  until  man  came 
out  of  it  to  possess  it  then  he  saw  he  bad 
to  exercise  his  muscle  or  starve.  Nothing 
was  of  value  on  the  earth  until  man  fried 
his  sweat  under  the  burning  sun  and  maim- 
ed his  manly  beauty  in  his  crude  elfort 
to  stay  alive  in  the  early  struggles,  thes 
he  took  his  big  stick  in  hand  and  strode 
forth  into  the  jungles  for  food.  It  is  not 
recorded  that  he  encountered  signs  reid^ 
ing,  "Keep  off  the  grass,  private  prt^ 
erty."  Now  you  tell  me,  "this  land  and 
the  fullness  thereof  shall  belong  to  tl^e  al- 
mighty few,  and  that  we  shall  walk  a  n* 
around  a  sign  reading,  "Keep  off  tk 
grass,  private  property."  God  says:  "AD 
the  earth  is  mine  and  the  fullness  thereof 
and  the  land  shall  not  be  sold  forevff" 
This  I  give  yon  to  drop  In  your  thiik 
tank,  to  solve  the  beet  you  can. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   ADVANCE   ADVOCATE. 


G95 


I  hail  with  joy  the  time  when  labor  and 
organized  uniops  shall  take  up  the  eco- 
nomical question  of  capitalrand  labor,  and 
study  it  in  the  light  of  God's  holy  word, 
then  we  will  succeed  in  bringing  capital 
and  labor  together  at  the  foot  of  the  cross 
of  Christ,  then  the  peace  problem  will 
hare  been  solved  and  I  believe  that  the 
estranged  relation  can  be  settled  with- 
out war.  Boys,  we  are  laboring  to  do  our 
duty  toward  each  other. 

Lay  the  subject  cold  and  bare  upon  the 
conscience  of  the  offending  rich  for  there 
are  some  I  am  sure  who  yet  have  a  rudi- 
mentary consideration  for  the  culpable  in- 
telligence of  the  sinful  poor. 

Kind  brothers,  I  may  be  radical  but  I 
am  seeking  the  peace  of  God  which  pass- 
eth  all  understanding.  May  be  the  dove 
hovers  over  our  industries,  God  wills  that 
she  should,  but  never  can  I  fancy  her  sit- 
ting with  folded  wings  on  mill,  factory  or 
mint  Her  vision  on  the  one  side  falling 
upon  i>eautifully  flower  fringed  streets 
walled  in  by  palatial  sanitary  homes  mod* 
emly  equipped,  abode  of  industrial  cap- 
ital, and  on  the  other  side  viewing  narrow 
weed-grown  and  fllthy  streets  and  alleys 
fringed  with  cheap  houses  and  devoid  of 
any  conveniences.  These  are  things  you 
know  about  but  never  think  about 

Again  we  read  in  James  4-14,  "For  what 
is  our  life."  Now  give  this  a  thought  and 
Bay  to  yourself,  "What  is  my  life?"  If 
we  all  knew  that  we  had  a  dozen  or  more 
lives  to  live  here  on  earth  we  might  do 
quite  differently  from  what  we  do.  How- 
ever, that  may  be  we  should  strive  to  do 
the  best  with  the  facilities  at  hand.  Sure 
ly  if  there  is  any  good  in  life  we  are,  or 
should  be,  anxious  to  make  the  most  of 
it  Tou  and  I  are  clothed  with  certain 
powers  of  mind  and  body  with  peculiar 
privileges  allotted  to  us.  How  shall  we 
use  these  powers  and  privileges  to  the 
best  advantage?  That  is  the  question  for 
the  artisan,  scholar  and  philosopher. 
When  in  life  the  surroundings  are  dis 
agreeable,  when  life  is  full  of  hurts,  fears 
and  rebellion,  there  is  some  reason  for  it 
not  very  far  from  home.  To  become 
strong,  we  cannot  sit  down  with  folded 
hands;  to  gain  victory  we  must  fight  the 
battle,  then  when  we  lay  hold  of  the  com 


mon  duties  of  life  and  experiences,  w« 
shall  find  tenderness  and  beauty  He  close 
together  and  out  of  these  common  duties 
grow  love  of  home  and  kindred  and  out  of 
these  fiow  the  tenderness  of  friendship. 
To  have  a  friend  is  one  of  the  dearest 
things  in  life,  and  there  is  a  feeling  of 
awe  in  the  thought  that  there  never  was 
a  time  when  I  was  not,  and' there  never 
will  be  a  time  I  shall  not  be  a  true  and 
unadulterated  friend  of  the  laboring  class 
of  people. 

There  is  much  food  for  thought  There 
was  a  time  when  this  organized  body  was 
not  so  then  there  came  a  time  when  Tubal 
Cain  laid  hands  on  brass  and  iron  when 
Job  gazed  upon  Orien  and  Arctinus  out 
yonder  on  the  plains  of  Shinar  and  began 
to  work  the  great  designs  of  €k>d.  The 
question  of  questions  is,  not  how  much 
time  have  we,  but  the  thought  that  should 
agitate  every  mind  is,  what  shall  I  do 
with  the  time  I  have,  for  once  lost,  it  can 
never  be  restored.  How  shall  I  devote 
these  precious  moments  to  the  very  best 
advantage  for  they  are  priceless.  Oh  how 
full  the  world  is  of  duty  for  you  and  ser- 
vices which  should  be  rendered,  children 
to  be  educated  and  lodges  to  be  organized. 

Again  we  read,  "Whichever  way  we 
bendeth  the  bush  so  shall  the  tree  grow." 
This  applies  to  young  men  and  boys.  Tou 
brother  foremen  have  work  on  hand.  You 
teach  them  in  many  ways.  Teach  them 
not  to  fear  their  officials,  in  other  words, 
their  jobs.  I  would  ask  you  to  teach  them 
to  fear  no  man  for  man  is  but  man.  Teach 
them  first  and  last  to  do  the  right  thing 
in  every  respect  and  then  you  can  rest 
assured  that  they  will  always  carry  an 
up-to-date  card  in  our  grand  and  noble 
order. 

When  I  received  my  dally  paper  this 
morning  the  first  thing  I  did  was  to  turn 
to  the  railway  page  and  see  what  a.  cap- 
italistic paper  would  say  in  regard  to  the 
strike  of  the  Boiler  Makers  on  the  centra] 
lines  of  the  Southern  Pacific.  The  head- 
lines read:  "Two  strike  breakers  in  Boil- 
er Makers  strike  walk  out  and  first  gun 
drawn."  It  appears  there  was  a  sentinel 
guarding  these  men  and  when  one  quit 
work  for  some  cause,  the  guard  drew  his 
gun  on  him.     Just  think  of  this  down 
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here  In  the  Lone  Star  State  where  men 
call  themselves  free  men  and  yet  they 
are  working  for  capitalism  under  a  guard, 
but  woe  to  these  hirelings  who  Itelp  to  op 
press  their  fellow  men.  Of  all  venial,  gar 
rett-eyed  things  that  crawl  on  belly 
through  capital's  slimy,  slushy  streets,  the 
unblushing  saint  who  deceives  an  inno- 
cent laboring  man  into  believing  a  male- 
volent lie  is  the  most  despicable  of  any 
sneak  thief  or  bag  snatcher  that  ever  at- 
tached food  end  to  the  economical  larder 
of  our  social  structure. 

It  is  said  all  things  have  their  double. 
If  this  be  true  of  the  re-actionery  dead- 
wood  that  clutters  the  path  of  progress,  I 
cannot  think  where,  unless  it  be  with  the 
unnatural  mother  who  deserts  her  off- 
spring or  the  savage  beast  that  devours 
its  first  born.  It  is  time,  high  time  to 
wake  up.  When  people  allow  their  rights 
to  be  trampled  on  In  such  a  manner,  there 
will  be  no  halt  no  limit  until  a  violent 
rupture  alone  raises  a  barrier  against  the 
further  abuses  of  power  by  exploiters  and . 
oppressers. 

Now  brothers  I  want  to  ask  you,  if  this 
be  the  case,  to  bury  all  differences  be- 
tween yourself  and  fellowman.  Take  him 
by  the  hand  and  walk  as  brothers  and 
then  the  victory  will  be  ours. 

Hoping  the  last  half  of  this  year  will 
be  one  of  the  best  and  most  successful 
years ^ of  our  grand  and  noble  order  and 
with  kind  regards  to  all  the  members  and 
Grand  Lodge  officers,  I  remain, 

Big  Foot  John. 
m^y» 

Machias  Lodge  No.  257. 

I  did  say  tLat  I  never  would  write  to 
the  Advocate  again,  but  sometime  it  is 
better  to  change  your  mind,  so  here  I  am 
again. 

We  held  our  last  meeting  at  Princeton; 
I  should  say,  our  second  annual  picnic  at 
Princeton,  whose  beautiful  streets  appear- 
ed to  smile  and  give  us  a  welcome,  as  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  pairs  of  feet 
marched  down  to  the  Odd  Fellows  Hall, 
with  well  filled  baskets  and  a  good  appe- 
tite. We  arrived  at  Princeton  ten  min- 
utes after  twelve  and  there  met  our  good 
friends  Mr.  and  Mrs.   Berry  at  the  sta- 


tion. They  gave  us  a  most  hearty  wel- 
come and  upon  arrival  at  the  hall  we 
found  tea  an^  coffee  awaiting  us.  If  we 
didn't  make  things  rattle  for  a  while  we 
did  nothing  else.  I  think  Ed.  P.— and 
W.  H.  F. —  can  put  away  more  pie  than 
any  other  pair  down  east 

I  think  Princeton  is  one  of  Ibe  fine^ 
places  there  is  on  the  eastern  coast.  It 
is  what  I  call  a  golden  beauty.  Come 
along  some  of  you  back  woodsmen  and  be- 
hold a  flower  garden  city,  with  its  tall 
elm  and  butternut  trees  which  shade  the 
streets  so  well  that  the  sun  never  reaches 
the  ground.  Cool  days  are  what  we  enjoy 
here  in  good  old  Princeton  during  the 
hottest  days  in  summer  time. 

We  had  a  good  meeting;  five  new  mem- 
bers mounted  our  "goat"  and  he  gav^ 
them  a  lively  bout,  which  I  do  not  think 
they  will  soon  forget  We  had  ninety- 
nine  per  cent,  of  the  boys  there  and  a 
cleaner  class  of  men  you  can  not  find 
down  east!  not  one  drop  of  strong  drink 
was  on  the  ground;  everybody  strictly 
temperate.  That  is  "going  some."  Beat 
it  if  you  can.  Good  for  Machias  Lod^ 
No.  257;  the  best  boys  in  the  world.  We 
had  some  good  speech-making;  good, 
sound  sense;  words  well  placed.  The  boys 
are  all  of  good  cheer  for  the  first  of  Oc- 
tober. 

I  read  the  Advocate  every  month  and 
I  fail  to  find  Miss  Crouse's  name.  Yo^ 
know  who  I  mean,  from  Zealand,  C.  P.  R 
Come  Sam,  drop  ua  a  note.  We  would  all 
like  to  read  it  I  worked  for  Sam  eigbt 
years  and  this  is  why  I  look  for  those 
lines. 

I  am  at  Franklin  with  forty  men,  11b- 
ing  track,  and  I  have  the  right  men  for 
the  job. 

A  few  months  ago  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  having  Vice-President  Stout  and  Gen 
eral  Chairman  C.  C.  Allen  at  our  meetln?^ 
We  tried  to  give  them  a  welcome  (they 
knew  they  were  welcome.)  Come  agaic 
My  wife  and  I  entertained  them  for  a  day 
and  she  joins  with  me  in  extending  them 
an  invitation  to  visit  us  again. 
Fraternally  yours, 

G.   W.    AIXKN, 

Journal  Agent 
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Holdcn,  Fla. 

Dear  brothers:  I  am  a  poor  writer  but 
as  I  do  not  see  any  letters  in  the  Dear 
old  Advocate  from  the  Coast  Line  boys  1 
will  try  to  write  a  few  lines  and  if  it 
misses  the  waste  basket  and  appears  in 
print  I  will  try  again. 

I  see  letters  from  the  other  boys  on  dif- 
ferent roads  in  the  South  and  I  would  like 
to  see  the  A.  C.  U  boys  wake  up  and  get 
busy  and  let  us  see  if  they  are  not  as  good 
men  as  there  are  in  the  Brotherhood. 

I  have  never  had  a  chance  to  attend 
lodge  meetings  and  I  would  like  to  see 
the  boys  organized  so  that  we  could  have 
a  lodge  near  enough  home  to  allow  me  to 
attend  one  good  meeting,  for  I  would  like 
to  meet  as  many  of  the  boys  as  possible 
and  shake  their  hands,  and  let  them  know 
I  am  a  man  with  them  and  not  a  scab. 

I  am  afraid  there  are  some  who  want  to 
belong  to  the  order  but  will  not  confess 
for  fear  their  roadmaster  will  find  it  out. 
As  for  myself  I  am  working  under  a 
brotherhood  man  and  if  I  were  not  it 
would  be  the  same  with  me. 

I  will  close  for  this  time,  hoping  to  see 
a  letter  from  some  of  the  A.  C.  L.  broth- 
ers in  the  near  future,  I  remain, 
Sincerely  yours, 

S.  P.  Sapp. 

9^)^ 

Odcnville,  Ala. 

Well,  I  will  write  a  few  lines  to  let  you 
know  that  I  am  not  dead  yet  as  some  may 
think,  as  I  have  not  been  seen  very  often 
in  the  lodge  room. 

I  am  having  a  tough  time  on  account  of 
having  no  men.  Bushes^  grass  and  rotten 
ties  are  about  running  away  with  this 
place  for  they  are  getting  numerous,  and 
if  the  company  were  as  disheartened  over 
the  job  as  I  am,  they  would  surely  do 
some  thing  to  better  conditions. 

I  am  allowed  six  men  at  $1.00  per  day 
and  cannot  get  men  at  that  wage,  and  if 
they  would  consider  the  importance  of 
the  matter  and  allow  $6.00  per  day^to  be 
spent  to  pay  wages  to  good  men,  even  if 
they  had  to  pay  $1.35  per  day,  we  could 
get  more  work  done  to  the  $1.00  than  we 
can  as  it  is.    It  is  only  once  in  a  while 


we  can  get  a  good  man  for  $1.00  per  day, 
and  if  the  company  would  pay  wages  suf- 
ficient to  enable  foremen  to  get  help,  if 
not  allowed  as  many  men  as  at  present, 
we  could  get  the  number  allowed  and 
could  do  just  about  as  much  to  each  two 
men  as  we  can  with  three  such  as  we  have 
to  work  now,  for  a  good  man  can  get 
better  wages  in  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  company  does  not  seem  to  realize 
that  track  is  th^  most  important  of  their 
industry  for  without  good  tracks  their 
other  property  would  benefit  them  but  lit- 
tle. The  track  department  is  seemingly 
given  but  little  thought  as  to  being  an 
important  department  of  the  railroad,  just 
so  they  have  a  foreman  to  each  section 
that  is  all  they  want.  If  he  cannot  get 
men  they  blame  him  and  in  most  cases 
this  is  no  fault  of  the  foreman.  It  is  all 
on  account  of  the  company  not  paying 
wages  enough  to  meet  the  necessities  o| 
their  families  and  no  man  can  aftord  to 
work  when  he  cannot  support  his  family. 
If  the  company  does  not  do  something  to 
put  their  track  in  better  shape,  their 
losses  on  account  of  wrecks  will  be  heavy. 
People  do  not  want  to  risk  their  lives  on 
poorly  kept  tracks.  The  road  that  is  the 
best  kept  is  the  one  that  will  get  the 
traffic  and  reap  the  benefit  of  spending 
their  money  to  keep  the  track  in  good 
condition,  and  avoid  wrecking  expenses. 
If  we  can  get  them  to  see  where  the  fault 
lies,  we  will  have  better  times  and  can 
give  better  satisfaction  and  service,  for 
we  will  have  some  protection.  Yours  in 
B.  L.  &  U.,  O.  L.  Thomas. 
•  a- 

Ada,  W.  Va. 

If  our  editor  will  be  «o  kind  as  to  grant 
me  a  little  space  in  the  Advocate  I  will, 
for  the  first  time,  endeavor  to  say  a  few 
words. 

I  am  a  section  foreman  on  the  Radford 
Division  of  the  N.  &  W.  Ry.  I  have  been 
employed  by  this  company  for  several 
years  and  have  lived  as  true  as  gold  to 
my  union  and  intend  to  remain  "Johnny 
on  the  spot/*  now  and  forever  more. 

We  have  a  good  set  of  officials  to  work 
for,    especially    our    roadmaster.      Every- 
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thing  is  strictly  business  with  him  and 
he  is  at  all  times  willing  to  treat  his  men 
fair  enough. 

An  extra  gang  has  Just  completed  lay- 
ing 100  pound  rail  on  my  section  and  1 
have^ound  plenty  to  do  in  following 
them  up,  spacing  ties  and  keeping  things 
up  generally.  However,  am  not  up  yet,  as 
I  have  all  the  old  rails  to  load,  in  addition 
to  the  other  thousand  things  to  do  that 
all  section  foremen  have  to  contend  with, 
but  I  have  been  allowed  several  extra 
men  and  will  soon  have  everything  in 
good  shape  again. 

I  always  enjoy  reading  the  letters  from 
the  different  brethren  in  our  journal, 
however,  have  never  had  the  courage  be- 
fore to  try  to  say  one  word,  but  now  since 
I  have  made  the  attempt,  I  have  decided 
that  "I  can't  and  am  afraid,"  is  the 
trouble  with  too  many  of  us.  Therefore, 
by  being  so  backward  we  fail  to  uphold 
and  strive  for  that  which  is  justly  due 
us,  which  is  the  whole  production  of  our 
labor  instead  of  about  one-fifth  of  it. 

It  did  me  good  to  read  in  our  last  jour 
nal  what  our  brother  had  to  say  in  regard 
to  Labor  Union  and  Politics.  However,  be- 
fore I  endeavor  to  express  my  views  along 
this  line  I'll  wait  to  see  if  what  I  have 
already  said  appears  in  the  Advocate  and 
if  so,  I  am  sure  to  come  again,  so  this  be- 
ing my  first  attempt,  I'll  ring  off.  I  am. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U.  B.  F.  K. 

•  o- 

Richland  Lodge  No.  388. 

As  it  has  been  quite  a  while  since  I 
wrote  to  the  Advocate,  I  thought  I  would 
try  it  tonight. 

Now  don't  you  think  we  are  all  getting 
a  little  careless  with  our  order  for  we 
should  be  more  enthusiastic  in  regard  to 
it  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  we  are  fast 
losing  our  rights  and  privileges  as  a  band 
of  laboring  men,  and  band  of  organized 
men,  and  men  who  should  stand  with  • 
hand  and  heart  ever  ready  to  aid  a  fellow 
man  when  in  distress,  for  we  never  know, 
who  is  to  be  the  next  one  to  need  some 
help. 

As  there  are  a  few  of  us  left  who  are 
yet  going  to  our  meetings,  we  would  like 
very  much  to  have  a  good  attendance  for 


it  looks  a  great  deal  better  to  haye  &  l^ 
crowd  than  it  does  just  a  few.  We  es- 
pecially want  to  see  some  of  the  brothers 
from  the  Eastern  end  of  the  S.  A  L  We 
hardly  know  who  you  are  when  you  re- 
main away  so  long. 

Now  all  you  brothers  who  are  behind 
with  your  dues  we  want  to  be  plain  with 
you.  We  want  all  the  free  aid  and  help 
you  can  give  us,  if  you  are  only  man 
enough  to  help  your  own  cause. 

We  took  in  two  new  members  last  meet- 
ing and  are  looking  for  some  more  at  the 
next  meeting. 

I  regret  that  I  failed  to  write  to  the 
Advocate  the  last  two  or  three  timee  bat 
I  hope  all  you  readers  will  excuse  me  for 
I  have  been  very  busy.  There  are  a  few 
readers  who  seems  to  take  a  special  inter 
est  in  reading  the  letters  I  write  althoogb 
they  are  not  railroading  at  all.  I  am  io 
receipts  of  a  personal  letter  from  Brother 
R.  M.  Hicks  who  is  sick  and  has  been  for 
several  days.  I  hope  for  him  a  speed? 
recovery  for  he  is  a  straight,  honest,  eartt 
est  true  blue  Brotherhood  man  and  a  mao 
who  is  liked  by  all  who  know  him. 

Brothers  come  on  and  meet  with  Qs. 
Remember  that  we  meet  every  first  Son 
day  now  Instead  of  the  second.  We  haT« 
a  beautiful  password  for  this  time  and  if 
we  will  work  in  harmony  we  will  be  th« 
winners  yet  in  this  game  of  life  we  are 
playing  here  on  this  earth.  Visitors  are 
always  welcome  to  our  midst,  so  dont 
forget  your  dues  and  the  first  Sunday  in 
each  month.    Yours  in  B.  L.  6  U., 

JouENAL  Agent. 

Dorothy,  W.  Va. 

While  I  am  sitting  In  my  room  tonigbt 
I  thought  I  would  write-  a  few  lines  that 
they  may  be  of  Interest  to  some  ona 

I  am  a  member  of  Kanawha  Lodge  No 
111  and  have  been  for  a  good  many  years. 
I  love  to  read  the  many  nice  letters  ttm 
the  boys  and  girls  and  I  am  very  sorry 
that  I  did  not  see  any  from  this  lodge,  i 
think  it  time  that  the  members  were  get 
ting  a  hustle  on  themselves  and  try  to 
help  out  in  the  good  work  we  have  begun. 

If  all  the  brothers  would  take  an  inter- 
est in  our  organization  and  use  thdr  in- 
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fluence  with  the  nons  I  believe  that  when 
our  organizer  came  around  to  talk  with 
the  non-union  man  that  he  would  have 
less  trouble  to  go  on  with  his  work.  W# 
could  be  a  great  help  in  building  up  a  big 
membership  and  thus  Increase  our 
strength.  Remember  that  wherever  there 
is  union  there  is  strength  and  also  that 
any  order  or  craft  is  just  simply  what  the 
members  make  it 

Now  I  do  not  want  to  use  up  too  much 
valuable  space  with  my  letter,  as  the  space 
is  Ibnited  and  can  be  better  used  for  a 
more  interesting  writer.  I  hope  to  see 
the  other  boys  and  girls  get  busy  and 
write  a  nice  letter  for  the  next  issue  of 
the  Advocate. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  Brotherhood 
and  its  many  members,  I  remain,  Younj 
in  B.  Lr.  lb  U.,                     J.  C.  Ballard. 
^<ym 

Cameron,  Ga. 

Dear  editor:  Will  you  allow  me  space 
for  a  few  lines  in  the  dear  old  Advocate 
as  I  see  very  few  lines  from  Georgia  and 
seldom  see  any  from  our  road,  the  Central 
of  Georgia. 

I  feel  very  grateful  to  our  J.  P.  B.  and 
General  Chairman  for  their  able  work  in 
securing  our  new  contract  and  an  in- 
crease in  the  rate  of  pay.  I  believe  that 
Central  Lodge  No.  360  will  join  me  in 
giving  them  all  the  praise  that  could  be 
bestowed  on  so  able  and  never  tiring 
body. 

Brothers  you  know  at  first  things  look; 
ed  pretty  gloomy  so  far  as  the  increase  in 
rate  of  pay  was  concerned,  but  by  faithfu] 
and  diligent  work  the  Board  and  Brother 
Borom  showed  the  management  where  we 
were  entitled  to  a  raise,  and  I  for  one  be- 
lieve that  the  entire  force  in  the  Mainten- 
ance of  Way  Department  on  the  C.  of  G. 
will  join  me  in  giving  praise  to  the  man- 
agement for  the  high  honor  shown  us. 
Now  brothers  let  us  show  the  manage- 
ment our  appreciation  for  their  most 
worthy  favor  by  taking  hold  with  renew- 
ed energy,  doing  all  we  can  for  the  im* 
provemeAt  of  the  work  assigned  us. 

How  do  you  reckon  Mr.  Scab  feels  about 
the  raise?  Do  you  suppose  he  thinks  he 
is  as  much  entitled  to  the  increase  as  we 


are?  If  you  meet  one  and  he  says  he  is 
pleased,  send  me  his  name  and  address 
and  his  reason  for  thinking  so.  I  want 
to  know  him. 

Before  I  close  I  want  to  ask  the  broth- 
ers of  Central  Lodge  No.  360  if  they  have 
all  they  want  or  ever  expect  to  want.  It 
looks  so  from  the  way  they  are  attending 
lodge  meetings. 

Well  I  will  ring  off  for  this  time,  asking 
the  editor  to  give  this  a  general  surface 
and  line  before  he  lets  it  go  to  print. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

JouBNAL  Agent. 

Peoria,  Ind. 

I  will  try  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Advo- 
cate as  I  do  not  remembeV  of  ever  hav- 
ing seen  a  letter  in  print  from  this  road. 

I  am  a  section  foreman  on  the  C.  lb  O. 
at  Peoria,  Ind.  I  belong  to  Ronceverte 
Lodge  No.  102  and  have  been  a  member 
for  six  years. 

I  came  over  here  from  the  main  line  of 
the  C.  &  O.  where  I  was  foreman.  We 
had  no  rules  here  when  I  came  and  if  we 
had  any  brotherhood  men  on  the  line  I 
did  not  know  it.  However,  the  men  have 
about^U  joined  the  Brotherhood  now.  Wo 
have  no  agreement  yet  but  hope  to  before 
the  year  1912  rolls  around. 

I  have  attended  Richmond  Lodge  over 
here  and  there  was  a  nice  turnout  of 
members.  I  hope  the  men  will  not  get 
discouraged  but  hold  out  for  their  rights 
and  we  can  get  as  good  rules  and  salary 
here  as  the  Brotherhood  men  have  on  the 
main  line  of  the  C.  &  O.  or  as  they  have 
on  any  other  road.  Let  us  all  do  our  best, 
and  very  best  and  do  it  every  day  and  we 
will  succeed  we  need  not  fear. 

Wishing  all  the  brothers  success,  I  t& 
main,                                  R.  L.  Bennett. 
•  cy 

Wiggins  W.  Va. 

Dear  readers:  Agaia  I  am  trying  to 
pen  a  letter  for  the  Advocate  and  I  hopt- 
the  editor  will  kindly  correct  It. 

My  father  was  very  much  pleased  to 
read  two  of  my  letters  in  our  September 
issue.    He  says  he  thinks  it  is  very  fine. 

My  father  and  his  men  are  cutting  grass 
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today.  A  card  was  received  from  the  Su- 
perintendent  of  the  W.  Va.  schools  that 
the  deaf  and  hlind  school  will  open  on 
the  4th  of  October,  il  am  anxiously 
awaiting  the  time  when  I  can  go  to  school 
at  Romney. 

Our  residence  is  near  the  railroad  and 
when  the  trains  pass  by  father  always 
waves  to  the  railroad  men.  It  means 
good  morning  or  good  evening. 

My  father  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  S. 
J.  Pegg,  who  signs  his  name  in  his  re- 
ceipt book.  He  thinks  his  lodge  and  life 
insurance  are  very  useful  to  him. 

My  sister  said  she  was  going  to  write  & 
letter  to  the  Advocate  as  she  has  read  a 
letter  which  was  written  by  Mlss^  Leila 
Cooper  of  Hlnton.  I  think  it  is  a  very  In- 
teresting letter. 

Well  as  I  cannot  give  you  any  more 
news,  I  think  I  shall  close  for  this  time. 

Hoping  to  see  this  in  the  October  Issue 
of  the  Advocate  and  wishing  the  Brother- 
hood great  success,  I  am.  Yours  truly, 

C.   H.  WOODRUM. 

m^cyt 

Hernando,  Miss. 

I  think  the  spirit  of  sociability  among 
the  people  is  not  now  what  It  used  to  be 
in  my  younger  days.  The  people  even  in 
the  country  do  not  visit  one  another  like 
in  the  olden  times,  and  I  am  told  in  the 
large  cities  it  is  a  thing  almost  unknown 
for  neighbors  to  spend  an  evening  togeth- 
er and  have  a  social  chat  and  exchange 
gossip  of  the  doings  of  the  state  and  na- 
tion. 

While  on  a  trip  to  Chicago  lately,  a  gen- 
tleman who  was  resident  of  that  town  all 
his  life  told  mfe  he  did  not  know  his  next 
door  neighbor.  While  it  is  not  so  bad  as 
that  in  our  country  village,  yet  even  at  its 
best  it  Is  not  what  it  used  to  be. 

Of  course  I  understand  that  the  quality 
in  the  city,  the  four  hundred  or  the  leis- 
ure ones,  that  is  the  women,  go  around 
and  leave  their  cards  and  call  it  a  visit. 
Well  I  suppose  it  Alls  the  bill  as  far  as 
their  etiquette  goes  in  the  matter  but  it 
is  high  mockery  of  the  old  fashioned  visit 
of  olden  times. 

Way  back  in  the  early  70's  I  was  on  the 
construction  of  the  old  K.  C.  Ry.  now  the 


Frisco,  in  the  Ozark  Mountains  in  Mii^ 
souri.  My  house  stood  between  the  rail- 
road and  the  public  road.  The  railroad 
was  on  the  west  side  of  the  house  and  the 
public  road  was  on  the  east  There  bad 
been  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  and  I  was  not 
working.  I  happened  to  open  the  door 
on  the  east  and.  looking  south  I  saw  ooiq- 
ing  up  the  road  a  team  of  cattle  drawing  a 
covered  wagon,  that  is,  covered  with  can- 
vas and  what  they  used  to  call  a 
''Prairie  Schooner"  used  by  immignnts 
moving  west.  It  was  a  wagon  and  a  hoose 
combined.  While  immigrants  did  not  cook 
in  it,  they  slept  in  it,  at  least  the  wom^ 
and  children  did.  One  of  my  friends 
down  here  and  also  one  of  our  most  sub- 
stantial citizens  was  bom  in  such  a  wag 
on  while  his  father  was  moving-  from  N. 
C.  to  this  county  seventy  years  ago. 

I  waited  until  my  friend  of  the  prairk 
schooner  had  come  up  to  the  house.  He 
stopped  and  said,  "Howdy."  He  was  a 
small  man  and  dressed  in  homespun  jeans 
dyed  butternut  brown.  Instead  of  but- 
tons, he  had  pieces  of  sticks  sewed  on  bis 
coat  which  he  used  for  buttons.  Thet 
went  into  the  buttonhole  and  kept  bis 
coat  as  well  buttoned  up  as  if  he  had  had 
the  best  buttons  in  the  land.  I.  said. 
"Howdy,  won't  you  come  in?"  He  said. 
**I  reckon  not  stranger,  but  if  yoo  could 
give  me  some  matches  I  would  be  macli 
obliged."  I  said,  "Where  have  you  beenf 
He  answered,  **0  just  on  a  visit  to  my 
wife's  folks  in  Arkansas."  He  was  then 
100  miles  from  the  Arkansas  line.  I  did 
not  ask  him  where  his  folks  lived,  but  be 
had  to  go  25  miles  further  north  beforr 
he  would  reach  his  home.  His  wife  and 
children  were  in  the  wagon.  I  asked  bin 
if  it  paid  to  go  so  far  and  travel  that  war 
even  to  visit  his  wife's  folks?  He  said 
he  reckoned  it  did  as  he  traded  a  horse 
that  he  went  over  on  for  that  yoke  of 
cattle,,  so  he  combined  business  and  plea^ 
ure.  I  gave  him  the  matches.  He  tbanlt 
ed  me  and  said  to  the  cattle,  "Get  «P 
and  get  a  move  on  you."  He  went  on 
happily  trudging  through  the  snow,  bis 
wife  and  children  in  the  wagon  I  suppose 
as  happy  as  Pa,  for  had  they  not  all  been 
to  see  their  folks  in  Arkansas?  That 
event  was  something  to  be  remembered 
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and  a  red  letter  day  in  the  simple  home 
llfk  They  would  tell  the  neighbors  all 
about  their  trip  while  no  doubt  the  neigh- 
bora,  at  least  the  younger  ones  would  be 
jealous  because  they  had  no  folks  in  Ar- 
kansas to  visit 

The  olden  times  and  leisure  are  gone  In 
this  present  age  and  we  have  not  the  time 
OP  leisure  to  visit.  It  pays  to  visit  some- 
times, I  visited  the  Brotherhood  lodge  in 
Preeport  last  month  and  revived  a  de- 
funct lodge  there  with  a  good  substantia? 
membership.    Fraternally  yours, 

T.   J.   O'DONNELL. 

•  (y 

St.  Thomas,  Ont.,  Canada. 

I  think  that  it  is  time  I  wrote  a  few 
lines  to  let  you  know  a  little  of  what  we 
are  doing  at  St.  Thomas  in  regard  to  the 
organizing  of  the  M.  C.  R.  trackmen. 

On  Monday,  August  21st,  we  held  a 
meeting  at  the  lodge  room  which  was  well 
attended.  Organizer,  Brother  E.  G.  Gashel 
was  with  us  and  the  important  business 
of  the  evening  was  the  selection  of  our 
committee.  The  members  chosen,  in  my 
opinion,  will  make  a  strong  one.  They 
are  as  follows: 

Gen.  Chairman,  Brother  P.  Jefferson, 
St  Thomas;  Vice-Chairman,  Brother 
Lambici,  Leamington,  Ont;  Secretary,  W. 
G.  Robertson,  Fletcher,  Ont;  Executors, 
Samuel  Acton,  Melbourne,  Ont,  and 
Jacob  Moss,  St.  Thomas,  Ont. 

Now,  Brothers  I  wish  to  urge  upon  you, 
one  and  all,  that  If  we  are  to  make  our 
union  a  success  we  must  all  put  our  shoul- 
ders to  the  wheel  and  do  something  which 
will  help  eatjh  other.  We  decided  also 
that  the  best  course  will  be  to  start  the 
ball  rolling.  So,  accordingly,  we  must  in- 
sist upon  the  Company  recognizing  our 
union.  We  are  also  getting  a  schedule 
drawn  up,  which  we  hope  will  meet  with 
the  approval  of  the  Company.  A  few  of 
the  boys,  who  have  not  joined  the  or- 
ganization, are  waiting  to  seo  if  the 
thing  will  be  a  success,  and  I  truly  be- 
lieve it  will  be  if  everyone  does  his  little 
share  to  push  onward  the  work. 

Well,  Brothers  I  will  close  now,  wish- 
ing our  union  every  success.  Your  sin- 
cerely, F.  W.  Chinn. 


From  the  N.  C.  &  St.  L. 

It  seems  to  me  like  we  should  have  a 
good  man  on  this  division  of  the  N.  C.  & 
St.  L.  to  look  after  the  weak-kneed  fore- 
men. We  have  quite  a  number  of  them 
here  and  we  are  not  allowed  to  talk  with 
them  ourselves,  for  fear  that  they  will 
run  to  the  Supervisor  with  what  we  day 
and  he  would  pick  up  some  little  trifle 
and  fire  us.  We  have  had  some  hot  titties 
with  him  since  he  found  out  through  his 
"suckers,"  who  run  to  him  with  every- 
thing they  know,  that  we  had  joined  the 
organization,  and  since  then  he  has  com- 
menced to  make  things  warm  for  us. 

The  N.  C.  &  St  Lr.  gave  its  employes 
the  first  of  last  September  a  ten  per  cent, 
raise.  The  foremen  got  five  per  cent,  and 
the  apprentices  did  not  get  anything.  The 
section  hands  received  ten  per  cent.  The 
Transportation  Department  has  received 
since  the  first  of  July  thirty  cents.  Now 
if  organized  labor  didn't  cut  a  big  figure 
in  this,  I  would  like  to  know  what  you 
would  call  it.  They  w^re  well  organized 
and  the  section  foremen  were  not,  so  they 
receive  the  sum  of  five  per  cent  in  the 
same  amount  of  time  that  the  Transporta- 
tion Department  received  thirty  cents. 

Wake  up  boys,  get  busy  and  give  us  a 
hustling  fellow  to  explain  to  the  foremen. 

I  will  close  for  this  time.  Yours  in  B. 
L.  &  U.  W.  N.  J. 

9^0- 

Prairie  Lodge  No.  135. 

Well  boys  here  we  come  again  from  the 
Crow's  Nest  bunch  which  shows  that  we 
are  not  dead  although  we  may  have  been 
sleeping. 

What  are  all  the  Journal  agents  on  the 
C.  P.  R.  doing  these  days?  Wake  up  and 
let  us  keep  the  pace  going  on  our  side  of 
the  line.  Let  us  all  get  a  notion  and 
write  a  bunch  of  letters  from  this  side 
that  will  keep  the  editor  busy  making  up 
a  supplemetit  for  the  Advocate. 

We  had  our  last  meeting  at  McLeod  on 
July  3d,  which  was  fairly  well  attended, 
but  could  have  been  much  larger  and 
would  have  been  more  interesting  if  all 
our  members  would  atttend  and  take  a 
hand  in  the  business.  While  at  this  meet- 
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ing  we  discussed  vfhys  and  means  of  send- 
ing a  delegate  to  the  annual  session  of  the 
Trades  and  Labor  Congress  to  be  held 
in  Calgary,  commencing  September  11th, 
and  it  was  unanimously  decided  to  elect 
one  to  represent  our  lodge.  I  hope  that 
all  our  sister  lodges  have  done  likewise, 
so  that  the  vote  of  the  I.  B.  of  M.  W.  E. 
this  year  will  carry  some  weight  at  the 
convention.  Most  likely  this  year  will  see 
all  unions  there  in  strength  as  we  are  all 
beginning  to  see  the  necessity  of  keeping 
up  with  the  times. 

Everything  is  looking  fairly  prosperous 
here  throughout  the  west.  Haryost  opera- 
tions are  already  commencing  in  some 
parts  and  as  good  crops  generally  make 
things  better  all  around  on  the  C,  P.  Rail- 
way, we  are  expecting  that  this  year  they 
will  be  bumpers. 

Now,  I  have  to  cut  this  out  for  this 
time  and   leave  room   for   some  of  the 
other  Journal  agents.    Yours  in  B.  L.  lb 
U.,                                   JouBNAL  Agent. 
•  o^ 

Gladstone  Lodge  No.  107. 

Well  we  got  the  lads  together  again 
once  more  on  Saturday,  Atigust  19th.  We 
proposed  having  a  meeting  at  Plumas  in 
the  Town  Hall,  which  turned  out  a  big 
success.  Brother  Campbell  of  Glenella 
arrived  in  good  time  on  his  speeder  call* 
ed  the  "Buda."  Brother  Jackson  of  Ten- 
by arrived  in  good  time  on  his  faithful 
old  black  steed,  called  the  "Handcar,** 
also  Brothers  Frizzell  and  Dunhallom  of 
Glen  Carin  arrived  on  their  speeder  call- 
ed Fairbanks-Morse  and  Brother  Tester 
of  Gladstone  arrived  on  a  cow-catcher. 
Just  as  we  were  preparing  to  go  up  to 
the  hall  we  heard  a  peculiar  noise,  which 
sounded  very  much  like  an  old  traction 
engine.  We  thought  we  would  wait  tc 
see  what  it  was,  even  the  speed  was  like 
a  traction  engine  coming  our  way,  and 
when  it  got  close  to  us,  behold  it  was 
Brother  Spence  of  Nepawa  Junction  with 
his  automobile,  and  on  coming  through 
Gladstone  he  picked  up  Brother  Pollock. 
As  it  is  a  speeder  we  will  not  say  how 
long  it  was  on  the  road.  We  got  the 
motor  tied  up  so  it  couldn't  get  away, 
then  we  proceeded  to  the  hall.       After 


court  was  opened  in  the  usual  way  and 
some  business  attended  to,  the  (ollowins 
officers  were  elected  and  installed: 

P.  P.,  Bro.  Campbell,  Glenella;  Pr», 
Bro.  Jackson,  Tenby;  V.  P.,  Bro.  Spence, 
Nepawa  Junction;  C,  Bro.  Frizzell,  Glei 
Carbin;  S.  T.,  Bro.  Pollock,  Gladstone; 
Chap.,  Bro.  Tester,  Gladstone;  W^  Bra 
Gorringe,  Plumas;  I.,  Bro.  DanhaUoni, 
Glen  Carin;  C  Bro.  Wilson,  Plumas;  J. 
A.,  Bro.  Gorringe,  Plumas. 

Two  members  were  initiated,  both  ol 
Glenella.  Then  we  went  and  bad  a 
lunch,  to  which  we  all  did  ample  Justice. 
We  then  departed  for  our  homes,  some^ 
what  earlier  than  usual,  all  returning  by 
the  same  way  they  came,  excepting 
Brother  Spence;  we  have  not  beard 
whether  he  has  got  there  or  not 

Well  I  think  I  must  say  sometbing 
about  our  new  motor  cars.  They  certain- 
ly are  handy  machines  for  getting  along 
quickly.  You  no  more  than  get  on  tbem 
than  the  Boss  says  "get  off"  and  you  find 
yourself  eight  miles  away.  A  man  can 
work  ten  hours  a  day  and  at  six  o'clock 
put  on  your  car.  If  you  are  not  able  te 
climb  on  yourself,  the  Boss  will  roll  yon 
up  on  top  and  roll  you  off  at  the  tool 
house,  instead  of  taking  half  an  hour  to 
pump  home.  A  head  wind  does  not  in- 
terfere with  it,  but,  O  my,  they  aw 
heavy.  I  was  thinking  that  the  Editor 
should  have  a  motor  car  put  on  the  front 
of  our  Advocate,  and  also  our  Union  bat- 
tons,  as  w%  haven't  any  handcars  now. 

Hoping  that  all  the  sections  will  set 
one,  I  will  close  for  this  time.  Tours  in 
B.  L.  &  U.,  Journal  Aockt- 

•  o* 
Dear  Brothers: 

As  the  spirit  moves  Big  Foot  Jobi 
again  it  finds  him  with  pencil  in  bsad 
scratching  off  a  few  lines  to  my  dear 
comrades.  Although  I  am  not  like  tbc 
doctor  who,  after  examining  his  patieit 
and  diagnosing  the  case,  and  after  look- 
ing through  his  drug  store  and  findias 
that  he  didn't  have  in  stock  the  drat 
wanted,  wrote  the  name  of  the  stuff  os  • 
piece  of  paper,  and  rolling  the  paper  !**■ 
a  pill,  administered  it  to  the  patient  X 
don't  wish  you  brothers  who  attemFt  te 
read  this  to  take  paper  and  all;  Jost  ^ 
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dope  on  the  paper  is  all  that  is  neces* 
sary. 

I  want  to  say  to  the  good  brothers  of 
Panhandle  Lodge  No.  500,  that  all  the 
Texas  Longhoms  have  not  yet  taken  to 
the  tall  timbers.  It  seems  that  a  good 
many  of  them  have,  as  the  letters  from 
the  Lone  Star  State  are  like  angels'  vis- 
its, few  and  far  between.  Don't  forget 
though,  brothers,  that  they  are  like 
angels'  visits  when  they  come. 

I  hope  the  boys  will  wake  up  and  come 
in  not  later  than  the  eleventh  hour  and 
Join  your  fellow  craftsmen  in  this  good 
movement  or  struggle  for  Improved  con- 
ditions and  In  the  controversy  between 
capital  and  labor  stand  shoulder  to  shoul- 
der with  their  comrades.  May  the  Lord 
pity  each  and  every  non  who  is  holding 
back  and  help  you  to  become  educated  so 
that  you  may  co-operate  with  your  fellow- 
workers  with  mutual  advantage. 

One  thing  our  craft  needs  certainly  Is 
to  become  educated  along  these  lines  and 
with  education  will  come  co-operation 
with  our  fellow  workers.  The  first  step, 
though,  towards  it  is  to  diagnose  a  case 
correctly  and  see  what  sort  of  medicine 
would  fit  the  case.  Then  if  we  have  the 
proper  ingredients  we  can  fit  the  name  to 
it,  roll  it  in  a  pill  and  give  it  to  the  op- 
position, paper  and  all. 

We  read  in  Proverbs  30th  Chapter,  8th 
Verse  where  one  says,  "Give  me  neither 
poverty  nor  riches."  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  Lord  didn't  intend  that  there 
should  be  so  much  poverty  existing  in 
this  land  of  plenty  as  we  find  among  the 
labor  classes,  among  the  men  who  earn 
their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows. 
The  question  then  is  why  do  we  find  so 
many  poverty-stricken  people  among  our 
fellow  wage  earners?  Do  we  get  what 
we  produce?  I  may  state  that  the  statis- 
tics show  that  the  worker  only  gets 
about  |23  out  of  every  $100  he  produces. 
There  is  surely  something  wrong  with 
that  and  I  want  you  to  help  me  diagnose 
the  case.  First,  I  say  the  blame  probably 
rests  on  every  man  that  don't  try  to  bet- 
ter his  condition  by  joining  his  craft  or- 
ganization and  co-operating  with  his  fel- 
low workers.  Second,  the  reason  I  bring 
you  is  that  you   do  not  try  to  educate 


yourself,  do  not  think,  but  instead  of  us- 
ing your  own  thinking  power,  you  use 
your  master's  brains  when  you  want  to 
learn  something  and  so  go  to  the  wrong 
party,  the  money  side,  for  your  advice. 
You  might  just  as  well  say,  "Master,  pull 
the  wool  over  my  eyes  so  that  I  may  not 
see." 

One  means  of  education  is  through  the 
daily  papers,  mostly  controlled  by  the 
capitalist  class.  Tou  pay  five  cents  a 
copy  for  it  and  about  eveiy  three  cents 
•worth  of  its  contents  goes  to  help  the 
trusts  to  almost  squeeze  the  life  out  of 
you  for  the  little  morsel  of  bread  and  the 
little  piece  of  meat  that  will  sustain  your 
existence.  Naturally  you  read  this  and 
too  many  of  you  believe  the  stuft  they 
tell  you  in  the  effort  to  prejudice  you 
against  organiz3d  labor  and  probably 
your  own  craft  especially. 

Another  matter:  We  work  under  these 
conditions  and  complain  of  them  for  3C4 
days  in  the  year,  but  when  the  polling 
day  comes  and  you  have  a  chance  by  your 
vote  to  improve  conditions  and  to  change 
this  sort  of  thing  you  vote  the  old  party 
ticket  that  the  same  class,  who  are  sup- 
porting the  trusts  to  squeeze  you,  nom- 
inate. 

Now,  wait  a  minute,  as  I  have  got  this 
to  a  political  point  It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  hurt  anyone's  feelings,  especially 
you  who  vote  the  straight  ticket  just  be- 
cause your  grandfather  and  father  did. 
Brother,  the  time  is  now  at  hand  when 
we  must  use  our  ballots  and  elect  men  as 
our  representatives,  not  creatures  of  the 
corcLoratlons,  but  men  who  will  enact  laws 
for  the  benefit  of  all  classes,  not  the  cap- 
italistic few  but  the  good  many,  you  and 
I.  Of  all  the  laws,  great  and  small,  In 
the  statutes,  how  many  do  you  suppose  of 
the  whole  amount  are  helpful  to  the  la 
boring  class?  Just  divide  16,000  by  16,001 
and  you  will  see  that  you  are  one  short 
of  having  any.  I  want  to  suggest  that 
we  get  busy  and  instead  of,  as  usual,  vo^ 
ing  the  straight  ticket,  let  every  one 
whose  interests  are  common  and  who  can 
be  squeezed  by  the  depredatory  trusts, 
favor  workers,  men  who  are  earning  their 
bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow  and  the 
sweat  of  their  brains,  and  elect  members 
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to  congress  and  senate  of  the  same  clas? 
and  we  will  then  make  this  in  real  it; 
God's  country. 

Did  you  ever  notice  at  a  political  cam- 
paign how  a  candidate  for  the  capitalist 
class  will  beg  and  plead  with  the  labor- 
ing men  for  their  votes  and  will  promise 
you  anything  under  the  sun,  even  his  life, 
the  day  before  the  election,  and  after 
the  election  is  over  and  he  has  used  you 
as  his  voting  machine  to  continue  the 
same  conditions  that  hardl>  give  you  and 
your  family  a  livelihood,  how  coldly  he 
can  pass  you  by  the  day  afterward?  The 
old  rhyme  is  still  true  of  these  candi- 
dates: 

•     Howdy,  howxly!      How  do  you    do? 
How's  your  wife  and  how  are  you? 
How    it   fits   my   flat   as   no   other   can — 
The   horny   hand   of  the   workinsT   man! 

But, 'brothers,  don't  forget  it.  This  is 
the  day  before  the  election  and  after  ho 
has  used  you,  he  wouldn't  touch  your 
hand  with  a  40-foot  pole. 

And  yet  one  shouldn't  be  so  hard  upon 
the  trusts  and  especially  where  you  con- 
tinue to  vote  the  old  party  tags,  and  in 
this  country  the  common  people  have  the 
voting  power,  and  there  isn't  a  law  on 
the  statute  books  that  we  couldn't  change 
where  it  doesn't  work  to  our  interests  or 
hurts  us  if  we  just  make  up  our  minds  to 
stand  together  anl  elect  members  who 
will  give  us  a  square  deal.  Did  you  every 
notice  an  election  of  your  party  raise 
your  pay?  Very  often  you  may  have 
noticed,  after  the  election  was  over  and 
the  money  bags  safely  entrenched  again 
through  their  repretentiitives  in  con- 
gress and  senate,  a  notice  of  a  10  i>er 
cent  cut  in  your  wages.  Doubtless  you 
have  scratched  your  head  and  chewed  the 
rag  about  it,  but  that  don't  help  you  out 
any.  And  yet  it  is  just  possible  that 
when  the  next  opportunity  comes  around 
to  change  matters  through  your  ballot 
you  vote  the  same  old  way  again  and 
just  take  another  dose  of  the  same  bitter 
pill  when  election  is  over.  For  those 
politicians  who  deceive  us  there  is  no  ex- 
cuse. We  read  in  St.  Matthew  26:24, 
"The  Son  of  man  goes  as  it  is  written  of 
him;  but  woe  unto  the  man  by  whom  the 
Son  of  man  is  betrayed!  it  had  been  good 


for  that  man  if  he  liad  never  been  bora." 
Now,  boys,  I  want  to  ask  of  you  to  take 
a  thought  and  consider  every  proposition 
that  may  come  up  before  you.  Always 
be  honest  in  every  respect  with  your  fel- 
low man  and  never  offer  to  stay  with 
your  craft  and  at  the  finish  of  the  game 
step  out  and  back  into  the  clutches  of 
capitalism. 

In  a  case  of  this  kind  I  think  it  wonld 
have  been  better  for  you  if  you  had  ncTer 
been  born,  for  just  as  "the  dog  is  turned 
to  his  own  vomit  again  and  the  sow  that 
is  washed  in  her  wallow  of  mud"  (2 
Peter  22),  just  so  surely  you  will  reap 
whatever  you  sow.  If  you  wish  to  be  a 
man  you  must  here  and  now  formulate 
a  code  and  that  code  secured  by  one 
word,  T-R-U-T-H,  and  all  other  worthy 
things  will  be  added  unto  you. 

I  read  my  morning  paper  and  I  find 
something  like  this:  "Strike  Talks  od 
the  I.  C.-and  other  Harriman  Lines.  De- 
cline to  deal  with  federation  committee." 
I  will  say  that  I  wonder  at  these  petty 
officials  declining  to  meet  a  federated 
committee.  It  reminds  me  of  the  lion 
that  once  roamed  in  the  woods  adjoinins 
a  pasture  with  four  nice  fat  steers  in  it 
which  the  lion  wished  to  eat  very  much, 
but  knowing  that  it  wasn't  safe  to  tackle 
the  four  at  once  he  began  to  tell  lies  and 
get  them  to  quarreling  and  fighting 
amongst  themselves,  then  when  they  were 
separated  he  fell  on  them  one  at  a  time 
each  becoming  an  easy  prey  to  the  UoQ 
and  soon  devoured  by  him  and  his  cubs. 

Boys,  the  same  applies  to  you  and  your 
petty  officials  who  refuse  to  meet  the 
federated  committee.  If  they  can  g^ 
you  separated,  either  through  friction 
amongst  yourselves,  or  In  any  other  way- 
you  can  be  easy  prey  for  the  lion.  Be- 
lieve me,  he  will  devour  you,  each  one  In 
turn,  and  if  Big  Foot  John  is  any  judgf 
the  only  salvation  for  the  railway  crafts 
is  to  organize,  educate  and  co-operate 
Be  as  one  body  and  then  you  can  make 
the  lion  deal  fairly.  Just  look  over  to 
Grand  Old  England,  the  labor  unions 
over  there  liave  been  pulling  off  a  stnnt 
the  last  few  days  and,  today  they  cm 
say  **We  got  what  we  asked**  and  I  ask 
you  to  take  this  for  an  example  and  some 
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(lay  you  can  say  that  "We  have  got  what 
we  asked  for  and  we  were  only  asking 
for  what  is  fair  to  the  employer  as  well 
as  to  the  employee." 

Boys  I  am  again  going  to  ask  you  to 
join  hands  and  help  to  make  this  old 
journal  next  to  the  Bible  to  every  one  of 
our  craft  The  trail  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
is  well  blazed,  the  latch  string  is  always 
out,  pull  it  often.  Write  whenever  the 
spirit  moves  you,  and  occasionally  move 
the  spirit. 

With  best  wishes  to  all  the  boys,  I  am. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  6  U.,        Big  Foot  John. 
•  o^ 

Odenton,  N.  C. 

Dear  Brothers:  Having  been  elected 
Journal  Agent,  I  will  try,  in  as  few  words 
as  possible,  to  give  you  my  idea  of  rail- 
roading. 

First,  I  will  tell  you  I  am  a  full  fledged 
Brotherhood  man.  I  have  been  a  railroad 
man  since  early  boyhood  and  now  my 
hair  would  shame  the  snow  drifts. 

I  believe  in  right  because  right  wrongs 
no  man.  I  believe  we  should  get  the 
best  out  of  this  life  that  there  is  in  it, 
diligently  seek  after  that  which  principle 
calls  for.  Don't  injure  another.  Do  the 
square  thing  every  tilme.  Be  a  Brother- 
hood man  because  it  is  to  your  interest 
to  be  one.  Try  to  promote  the  cause 
which  is  for  tiie  j^ood  of  yourself  and  your 
fellow  co-workers.  Attend  your  lodge 
meetings,  pay  up  your  dues.  Be  a  man 
because  God  wants  you  to  be  one. 

If  every  foreman  in  the  Maintenance 
of  Way  Department  will  do  his  best  for 
the  order  and  for  the  railroad  company, 
strike  and  discord  would  cease,  as  it 
would  not  be  long  before  the  railroad 
companies  would  recognize  our  ability 
and  responsibility.  Make  an  effort  to 
obviate  incompetency  on  the  part  of 
Maintenance  of  Way  Employes. 

We  have  not  been  recognized  as  an  im- 
portant set  of  men.  Our  responsibilities 
are  far  heavier  than  our  compensation. 
It  is  our  own  fault.  We  have  not  assert- 
ed ourselves.  Are  we  inferior  to  men  in 
other  departments?  I  trust  not.  It  is 
my  earnest  desire  that  every  man  in  our 
department  everywhere  give  the  company 


the  best  he  can,  using  every  talent  he 
posssses  that  we  may  not  only  be  ap- 
preciated, but  that  we  may  merit  ap- 
preciation. Remember  the  golden  rule, 
Treat  his  company,  as  he  wishes  to  be 
treated.  If  each  man  will  apply  this 
personally,  oui  department  will  soon  be 
considered  one  of  great  importance.  We 
certainly  lay  the  foundation  and  without 
foundation  nothing  can  stand. 

I  hope  to  see  our  Brotherhood  the  best, 
strongest  and  composed  of  the  noblest  set 
of  men  on  the  road.  ^Do  not  be  a  foreman 
who  waits  for  pdy  day  and  Sunday.  Work 
with  a  vim  for  the  department  you  rep- 
resent Save  everj-  penny  you  can  for 
the  company  and  be  worthy  of  the  posi- 
tion you  hold,  for  nothing  is  more  inspir- 
ing than  to  feel  you  have  done  a  piece  of 
work  well  and  than  you  saved  the  com- 
pany unnecessary  expense.  Every  fore- 
man should  be  on  the  alert  and  see  that 
every  man  under  him  does  his  whole 
duty.  On  the  other  hand  every  foreman 
should  see  that  his  men  are  treated  right 
We  are  supposed  to  be  a  body  of  intelli- 
gent, fair  minded  citizens  working  for  the 
betterment  of  ourselves  and  brothers. 

I  want  advancement  for  every  man 
hence  I  ask  every  foreman  to  join  the 
order  and  do  his  part  to  make  the  cause 
a  success.  On  the  other  hand  I  hope  it  is 
the  will  of  every  foreman  to  do  his  best 
to  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  imposed 
upon  him  by  the  company  that  furnishes 
him  his  livlihood. 

A  few  minutes  spent  in  earnest  thought 
will  often  save  the  company  many  dol- 
lars. A  few  minutes  in  caring  for  the 
company's  tools  is  well  spent  See  that 
no  lumber  or  material  is  wasted:  Advo- 
vate  right  between  man  and  man  and  the 
railway  company  can  well  afford  to  ad- 
vance our  wages.  Instill  within  your 
men  the  spirit  of  not  wanting  what  they 
do  not  earn.  Acknowledge  superiority 
whether  in  the  company  or  craft  and  in 
you  the  Brotherhood  and  company  w!U 
find  a  man  worthy  of  the  trust  that  has 
been  imposed  upon  you.  The  order  asks 
for  the  co-operation  of  every  Mainten- 
ance of  Way  foreman.  You  are  standing 
In  your  own  light  when  you  do  not  help 
the  cause  that  helps  you.     Be  a  man  and 
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not  a  coward.  Let  "duty"  be  your  watch- 
word. The  Brotherhood  or  railroad  too 
will  have  no  occasion  to  think  less  of 
you.  Strive  to  achieve  success  for  your- 
self and  craft  and  the  company  you  rep- 
resent Remember  the  order  does  not 
help  those  who  are  not  willing  to  help 
themselves.  If  you  ore  eligible  as  a 
Brotherhood  man,  assert  yourselves  by 
assisting  your  superior  in  the  good  cause. 
Stand  by  your  right  and  the  order  will 
stand  by  the  men  who  are  willing  to  pilot 
you  through.  Do  not  depend  upon  some-  ^ 
one  else  to  do  the  work.  Do  you  want  to 
reap  the  reward?  If  you  do,  be  manly 
enough  to  help  carry  the  burden. 

Must  others  carry  ihy  burden. 

That  I  may  win  the  goal? 
Must  others  carry  my  burden? 

They  cannot  save  my   soul. 

Must  others  carry  my  burden? 

They  cannot  spend   my   check. 
Must  others  carry  my  burden 

While  I  stand  and  reflect? 

Must  others  carry  my  burden 

While  I  stand  idly  by? 
Must  others   carry  my  burden. 

And  to  help   them  I'll   not  try? 

Sfust  others  carry  my  burden? 

No!     I'll  do  the  best  I  can. 
I'll   Join    the  Brotherhood   at  once. 

And  forever  be  a  man. 

Must  others  carry  my  burden? 

No!     I'll  ever  be  a  man. 
I'll  serve  my  company  loyally 

And  my  order  the  best  I  can. 

While  I  know  my  life  is  wayward. 

But  to  my  friends  I  will  be  true. 
To  my  Brotherhood  I  will  be  loyal 

To  my  company  I'll  be  true-blue. 

Now,  when   we  give  up  railroading 
And  have  to  answer  for  our  deeds. 

Will    the   members   of  our    order  Biy: 

"Give  him  flowers,"  or  "Give  him  weeds"? 

Now.  boys,  I  appeal  to  your  manhood. 

And  what  is  right   and  Just. 
It's  you  we  need  to  keep  it  up — 

Don't  Jet  the  Brotherhood   bust. 

Now,   boys.   let   us  all  be  noble. 

And  do  our  very  best; 
And  ask  the  boys  on    the  out'^ide 

In  the  order  to  invest. 

Now.   boys.    If   you    have   no   sweetheart.- 
Wife,   babies,   friends,    mother   or  home, 

You   do  not   need   the  Brotherhood, 
For  you  can  surely  live  alone. 

But.  boys,  if  you  have  a  sweetheart. 

Wife,   babies,    friends,  mother  or  home. 
Remember  you  may  need  the  order. 

For  sometimes  It  is  hard  to  live  alone. 

I  hope  trouble  will  never  befall   you. 

And   you   can   on   yourselves  depend; 
But  if  you  are  a  Brotherhood  man, 

The  order  is  your  friend. 

If  the  dear  old  Advocate:  will  accept  my 
few  feeble  remarks  and  not  consign  them 


to  the  waste  basket,  I  will  try  to  write 
something  more  interesting  the  next  time. 
Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and  the  manj 
readers  of  the  Advocate  succees,  I  re^ 
main,  Fraternally  yours, 

JOUBKAL  AflEXT. 


-»o^»- 


Speed,  N.  C. 

I  thought  I  would  write  a  few  lines  for 
the  first  time,  as  I  find  so  many  really  in- 
teresting letters  in  the  Advocate. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  on  Um 
A.  C.  L.  Ry.,  and  is  also  a  member  of  tbe 
I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  B.  Lodge  No.  2$.  He  ^ 
has  a  good  section  and  a  good  gang  of 
men  most  of  the  time.  I  trust  the 
Brotherhood  will  have  good  success  in  » 
curing  increases  in  the  wages  of  tbe  for» 
men  and  men  so  that  section  foremen  ctn 
employ  white  men. 

I  am  17  years  of  age.  I  hope  yon  will 
kindly  correct  all  erora  and  print  this  let 
ter  in  the  Advocate. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhod  every  snccess, 
I  remain.  Sincerely  yours, 

William  A.  Pabkb. 
R.  P.  D.  No.  1.  Box  64. 

•o^ 

Ottawa,  Ont. 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt  to  write  to 
the  Advocate,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  mis- 
takes, but  I  cannot  let  this  opportunity 
pass  without  saying  something  for  tbe 
order,  especially  for  Ottawa  Lodge  No. 
223  and  the  good  brothers  who  on  Angost 
26th  presented  me  with  a  gold  watch. 
chain  and  address,  which  I  prize  more 
than  words  can  tell  or  pen  can  write.  1 
did  not  think  I  had  done  anything  more 
than  was  my  duty  to  the  order  or  to  tb^ 
good  brothers  of  the  Bastem  Division  of 
the  C.  P.  R.  who  elected  me  to  serve  for 
them  as  Local  Chairman  on  the  J.  P-  B 
for  the  past  year.  I  hope  I  may  be  spared 
to  work  for  the  good  brothers  and  the 
order  for  years  to  come.  Nothing  ▼*" 
please  me  more.  I  haive  been  a  meml)er 
of  the  order  for  eleven  years  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  U.  B.  of  R.  T.  since  1893  and 
August  26th,  1911,  was  the  happiest  day 
in  that  time  for  me. 
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The  order  has  always  been  good  to  me. 
It  has  raised  my  wages  as  section  fore- 
man from  $1.50  to  |2.80,  my  present  sal- 
ary. This  is  something  to  thinlc  of  for 
those  who  say  the  order  is  no  good.  Those 
people  make  me  tired  and  I  have  no  pa- 
tience with  them  and  just  tell  them  that 
the  little  they  are  getting  is  too  much  for 
them,  when  they  cannot  see  their  way 
clear  to  come  in  out  of  the  rain. 

Well  Mr.  BMitor  please  line  this  up  for 
me  and  if  you  do,  I  will  try  to  do  better 
next  time.  I  hope  to  hear  of  the  good 
brothers  on  the  Western  Lines  being 
"watched"  for  their  past  deeds.  Yours  in 
B.  L.  4  U.,  M.  Fabbell. 

•  o^ 

Worcester,  Mass. 

Well,  I  wil  try  to  pen  a  few  lines  to 
the  Journal.  Boys,  we  are  getting  in 
line  with  the  other  roads.  We  have  re- 
ceired  a  raise  in  pay  and  an  eight  hour 
day  Saturday,  which  I  think  is  fine.  Now 
we  must  keep  working  and  we  will  get 
there  after  a  while. 

Don't  look  for  trouble,  but  look  for  success. 
Ton  find  -what  you  look  for;  don't  look  for  dis- 
tress. 
If  you  see  but  your  shadow,  remember  I  pray 
The  sun  is  still  shininar,  but  you're  in  the  way. 
Don't   jumble,    don't   falter,    don't    dream   and 

don't  shirk. 
Don't  think  of  your  worries,  but  think  of  your 

work. 
The  worries  will  vanish,  the  work  will  be  done. 
No  man  sees  his  shadow  who  faces  the  sun. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

Journal  Agent. 
—         •(y 

Downey  Lodge  No.  241. 

Just  a  few  words  to  the  boys  of  the 
Bangor  and  Aroostook.      We  are  on  the 
top  Bide  at  the  present  writing  and  hope 
all  the  boys  are  enjoying  the  same  pleas-' 
ure. 

We  met  with  a  great  surprise  a  few 
days  ago.  I  was  called  to  the  phone  one 
eyening  and  on  inquiring  who  wished  to 
speak  to  me  was  informed  that  the  much 
needed  Mr.  Stout  was  at  the  other  end  of 
the  line  at  Ashland.  This  was  indeed  a 
surpise,  as  I  had  begun  to  think  he  had 
gotten  discouraged  and  had  given  up  his 
trip  to  this  part  of  the  country,  but  I 
found  on  talking  to  this  gentleman  that 


it  takes  a  good  deal  to  discourage  him. 
He  seemed  very  much  pleased  with  the 
success  that  he  had  met  with  on  his  trip 
over  the  Bangor  &  Aroostook.  He  re- 
ports that  all,  or  nearly  all  the  foremen 
and  most  of  the  section  hands  had  come 
back  into  line  again  and  say  boys,  this 
is  the  time  that  everybody  needs  the  help 
of  his  neighbor  and  each  and  every  mem- 
ber should  make  it  a  point  to  try  and  in- 
terest his  fellow  workers  in  the  cause  of 
unionism.  When  one  hears  the  sound  of 
thunder  it  means  that  there  i^  trouble 
in  the  air.  He  has  fully  explained  the 
situation  as  he  understands  it  and  I  think 
it  is  our  duty  to  look  alive. 

Mr.  Stout  emphasized  the  fact  that  he 
did  not  have  it  all  sunshine  on  his  trip 
over  this  road,  although  there  was  not 
much  rain,  in  many  cases,  after  going 
over  a  few  facts  the  boys  saw  the  error 
of  their  way  and  came  back  without 
much  trouble  and  gladly  handed  over  the 
dues  necessary  to  put  them  in  good  stand- 
ing again.  There  were  others  who  need- 
ed a  good  lot  of  persuasion,  and  the  small 
sum  of  three  could  not  be  reached  at  all. 
We  know  who  they  are,  too.  One  man 
excused  himself  on  the  ground  of  being 
a  junior  man  on  his  division,  and  said  if 
he  joined  the  union  that  he  could  not  get 
the  roadmaster's  job  when  he  went  on 
his  vacation.  What  do  you  think  of  that 
for  an  excuse?  I  wonder  if  he  ever  read 
the  rules  of  our  schedule?  It  plainly 
^  states  that  seniority  shall  not  take  the 
place  of  ability. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the 
union,  I  remain,  Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

"The  Scribe." 
•  6^ 

Wildwood,  Ga. 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt  to  write  to 
the  Advocate,  I  hope  the  editor  will  kind- 
ly excuse  and  correct  the  mistakes.  I 
would  have  written  before  now  but  I  have 
been  in  deep  trouble,  all  of  my  family 
have  been  sick  and  I  could  not  get  a 
chance,  so  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me. 

I  am  working  for  the  N.  C.  &  St.  L.  Ry. 
now  but  expect  to  make  a  change  next 
month  some  time. 
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I  surely  do  like  the  order:  it  Is  a  poor 
man's  friend,  so  brothers  let  us  remem- 
ber that  In  union  there  is  strength  and  if 
any  of  us  try  to  go  through  this  world, 
every  man  for  himself »  there  will,  never 
be  anything  accomplished  for  the  better- 
ment of  our  condition,  then  we  must  co- 
operate among  our  members  and  all  pull 
together  for  it  is  to  the  same  end  that  we 
are  striving,  so  brothers  let  us  unionize 
and  not  forget  that  co-operation  and 
harmony  is  the  secret  of  success.  I  hope 
to  see  this  in  the  Advocate  soon  and  I 
will  write  more  next  time.  Yours  truly, 
Jas.  Gunnells. 

•  o^ 

Bellton,  Ga. 

This  being  my  first  letter,  I  hope  you 
will  find  space  for  the  little  I  have  to 
say. 

Brother  Langley  was  with*  us  at  our 
last  meeting  and  made  us  a  nice  talk, 
which  was  an  inspiration  to  all  who 
heard  it. 

I  hope  we  will  get  lined  up  along  the 
Charlotte  Division.  Interest  along  this 
line  will  enable  us  to  better  Inform  our- 
selves as  to  our  needs  and  help  us  to 
render  better  service  to  the  company.  I 
^  hope  to  see  some  letters  from  the  boys  on 
the  Charlotte  Division.  So  far  I  have 
not  seen  any  from  them. 

As  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  too  much 
time  or  space  I  will  close  for  the  present. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U.,      O.  J.  Thompson,     . 

•  <y 

Cranbrook,  B.  C. 

On  Sunday  morning  August  20th  an  en- 
thusiastic meeting  was  held  in  the  Car- 
men's Hall  of  this  city  for  the  purpose 
of  reviving  and  reorganizing  Cranbrook 
Lodge  No.  229,  which  a  few  years  ago 
was  in  a  flourishing  state,  but  for  some 
reason  or  other  had  fallen  from  its  high 
estate. 

Thanks  to  the  ability  and  activity  of 
Brother  E.  DeDecker,  about  150  members 
have  now  been  enrolled,  consisting  of 
about  50  bridgemen  and  100  track  men. 
At  the  aforesaid  meeting  called  together 
and  presided  over  in  so  efficient  a  manner 


by  Brother  E.  DeDecker,  about  70  mem- 
bers' were  present;  the  greater  proportion 
being  track  men. 

The  business  of  the  day  was  the  eIe^ 
tioif  of  officers  and  this  was  carried  out 
expeditiously,  partly  by  ballot  and  part- 
ly by  show  of  hands.  Owing  to  the  small 
number  of  bridgemen  present,  the  elec- 
tion of  their  grievance  committee  was  de- 
ferred until  the  next  meeting.  This  vfll 
be  held  in  the  Carmen's  Hall  on  Sep^ 
tember  17th,  as  it  was  decided  that  meet- 
ings should  be  held  monthly  on  tlie  first 
Sunday  after  pay  day  in  the  forenoon.  Ii 
is  to  be  hoped  that  each  succeeding  meet- 
ing will  be  even  better  attended  and  equal 
ly  as  enthusiastic  as  the  one  under  re- 
view. The  followinir  officers  were 
elected : 

Past  President,  Brother  A.  Porter; 
President,  Brother  G.  Nichols;  Vice-Pres- 
ident, Brother  J.  Morro;  Secretary-Treas- 
urer, Brother  R.  Bowen;  Journal  Agent 
Brother  I.  P.  Leslie;  Chaplain.  Brother 
A.  Sutherland;  Conductor,  Brother  Swan- 
son;  Warden,  Brother  I.  Kemp;  Inner 
Sentinel,  Brother  T.  Lacey;  Outer  Sen- 
tinel, Brother  J.  Morro;  Grievance  Com- 
mittee; Trackmen,  Brothers  C.  Nelson, 
Chairman;  V.  Olson,  J.  Morro. 

Jirother  DeDecker  was  appointed  dele- 
gate to  represent  Lodge  229  at  the  eoa- 
vention  of  the  D.  T.  &  L.  C.  to  be  held  at 
Caigary.  Several  interesting  letters  ttom 
headquarters  were  read  by  Brother  De- 
Decker  with  regard  to  several  grle?ance 
cases.  It  was  decided  to  await  the  ar- 
rival of  Brothers  Dorey  and  Irwin  and  W 
them  deal  with  the  matter. 

A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  Brother  De 
Decker  for  the  efficient  manner  in  whicli 
he  had  conducted  the  meeting  was  unan^ 
mously  carried.  I.  P.  Lbbuk, 

Journal  Agent 

*  m^m 

Faunsdale,  (Ala.)  Lodge  No.  281. 

Dear  Brothers:  The  Almight  God  of 
heaven  and  earth  has  allowed  the  Angel 
of  Death  to  visit  our  order  again  this 
summer  and  take  our  beloved  brother,  T 
C.  Green.  This  brother  was  loved  and 
esteemed  by  all  the  members  of  our  lodge 
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and  because  he  was  always  ready  to  do 
his  part  in  everything  he  was  called  upon 
to  do.  He  was  always  there  to  answer 
bis  name  when  the  roll  of  our  lodge  was 
called.  I  sincerely  hope  he  has  gone  over 
to  that  bright  shore  and  when  the  roll  of 
judgment  is  called  that  he  can  answer 
bis  name  over  there  where  he  will  have 
no  more  sorrow  to  face.  Just  happiness 
forever. 

Eight  years  ago  this  brother  worked 
his  apprenticeship  out  with  me^  on  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  railway.  He  was  ever 
willing  to  do  his  duty  at  all  times  and  I 
always  had  a  desire  to  see  this  young 
man  make  something  of  himself  because 
he  tried  so  hard. 

Brother  Green  was  section  master  at 
Lamison,  Ala.  on  the  Southern  Ry.  for 
the  past  four  years  and  he  was  called  to 
the  position  of  flagman  on  the  same  road 
about  a  month  ago,  which  position  he 
held  until  he  was  taken  sick.    . 

I  received  a  message  from  his  brother 
and  went  to  assist  in  their  trouble,  for 
my  brothers  that  is  our  obligation,  to  help 
one  another  in  time  of  need. 

I  found  Brother  Green  was  a  Woodman 
of  the  World  and  held  a  nice  policy  in 
that  order.  We  should  all  be  wise  like 
this  brother.  He  had  a  dear  old  mother 
to  care  for  and  you  can  readily  see  that 
he  had  made  preparation  for  the  care  of 
those  near  and  dear  to  him  when  ne  had 
gone  to  the  world  beyond.  He  was  a 
member  of  Rosebud  Lodge  No.  668  W.  O. 
T.  W.  of  Lamison,  Ala.  He  was  holding 
a  position  in  that  lodge  and  this  is  proof 
that  he  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
brother  members. 

I  am  going  to  ask  the  brothers  of  his 
lodge  to  wear  their  badge  of  mourning 
for  the  next  60  days  and  offer  a  prayer 
for  him  at  their  next  meeting.  The 
Woodman  of  the  World  will  unveil  a 
monument  to  this  brother  in  the  near  fu- 
ture and  I  want  as  many  of  the  brothers 
of  Selma  Lodge  who  can  attend  to  do  so. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  God  will  comfort 
his  dear  old  mother  and  help  her  to  bear 
her  burden  and  trouble.  Our  body  is 
made  from  the  dust  and  the  good  book 
says  it  must  return  from  whence  it  came. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U.,       B.  R.  Clements. 


Ronccvcrtc,  W.  Va. 

I  will  try  to  write  my  first  letter  to  the 
Adiocate.  I  have  been  a  Brotherhood 
man  for  several  years  and  think  it  is  a 
fine  order  for  any  man  to  belong  to.  I 
am  a  member  of  Ronceverte  Lodge  No. 
102.  We  had  a  fine  meeting  last  Sun- 
day. 

Well  I  will  close  for  this  time  and  hope 
the  editor  will  correct  all  mistakes  and 
if  this  escapes  the  waste  basket  I  will 
try  again.  I  would  like  to  exchange  post- 
cards with  some  of  the  boys  and  girls 
who  read  the  Advocate.  I  love  to  read 
the  many  nice  letters. 

Hoping  the  Brotherhood  will  meet  with 
success,  I  remain,         Habtford  Bbown. 

Gassaway,  W.  Va. 

I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines  for  the 
benefit  of  the  members  of  Elk  Valley 
Lodge  No.   117. 

Well  brother  foremen,  there  are  a  few 
of  you  who  have  not  paid  your  dues  for 
the  last  half  of  the  year  1911.  I  think 
the  increase  we  received  is  sufladent  to 
show  you  that  it  pays  to  go  ahead  with 
the  Brotherhood,  and  brother  laborers 
there  are  some  of  you  who  are  behind 
with  your  dues  and  as  your  increase  is 
more  than  your  dues,  you  should  get 
interested  in  this  mattei:. 

It  is  only  a  few  months  until  we  will 
be  thinking  about  sending  a  committee 
up  to  our  head  oflicials  for  a  better  set 
of  rules  and  a  better  scale  of  pay.  Now 
is  the  time  to  begin  making  ready  by 
getting  paid  up. 

Brother  foremen,  if  you  have  any 
reason  for  not  paying  your  dues  for  the 
last  half  of  this  year,  please  attend  lodge 
and  give  your  reason  and  it  may  be  that 
some  brother  can  set  you  right. 

There  are  some  foremen  who  have  not 
visited  our  lodge  room  since  we  organ- 
ized. I  know  it  is  not  because  they 
could  not  get  off  or  get  a  pass  over  the 
road  because  the  company  grants  every 
pass  asked  for.  Therefore,  you  have  no 
excuse,  so  for  God's  sake  come  out  and 
show  your  colors  for  we  are  fighting  the 
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battle  of  our  lives  and  you  ought  to 
know  what  defeat  will  mean  to  our- 
selves and  families.  We  have  won  the 
first  battle  and  there  is  another  right 
ahead  which  will  come  sooner  or  later, 
so  we  must  be  ready  with  sword  in  hand 
to  hit  a  mighty  blow  when  we  hear  the 
first  sound  of  the  war-whoop. 

There  are  some  of  the  officials  who 
are  dictating  what  we  should  have  had 
in  our  agreement.  Tou  know  how  much 
assistance  they  gave  us  to  get  what  little 
we  did  get.  If  you  will  just  stop  and 
think  for  a  tenth  part  of  a  second,  you 
will  know  that  they  have  some  object  in 
view,  and  that  object  is  to  try  to  get  a 
split-up  between  some  of  the  members 
and  make  us  weak  and  by  so  doing  they 
can  get  in  behind  us  and  tear  down  our 
order,  so  my  beloved  brethren,  keep  on 
your  guard  and  do  not  give  them  any 
advantage  whatever.  It  will  soon  be 
time  to  elect  our  officers  for  the  coming 
year.  Come  in,  as  many  of  you  as  can, 
and  help  elect  them  and  you  will  get  the 
men  you  want  The  most  important 
part  is  the  grievance  committee. 

I  hope  none  of  you  will  be  offended  at 
my  few  plain  remarks,  but  the  plainer 
we  are  the  better  we  are  thought  of. 

Our  regular  meeting  night  is  the  second 
Saturday  in  each  month..  Come  all  that 
can;  you  will  not  regret  It  I  would 
like  to  see  a  letter  from  the  boys  of  Elk 
Valley  Lodge  No.  117. 

I  will  bring  my  few  remarks  to  a  close 
and  if  I  see  this  in  print,  I  will  come 
again. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U. 
W.  L.  Slauguteb,  General  Chairman. 


Fairfield,  111. 

Lodge   15. 

We  are  still  alive  and  at  work,  but  we 
are  in  need  of  an  organizer  on  our  divi- 
sion to  help  us  out  I  am  proud  to  see 
the  boys  so  interested  in  their  work  and 
I  hope  we  will  be  able  to  have  the  entire 
line  solid  Union  men  by  the  Ist  of  the 
year.  We  must  get  together  and  work  for 
each  other's  profit.  We  have  a  few  fore- 
men on  the  road   who  are  cussing  the 


Union  men  and  will  not  let  their  tteii 
come  in.  We  do  not  need  the  scabs  in 
our  camp.  They  were  satisfied  with 
$47.50  before  the  raise  was  granted  and 
some  have  even  denied  getting  any  notice 
of  the  increase.  I  wonder  if  they  are 
good  enough  to  send  the  $3.00  back  to 
the  company.  The  time  is  close  at  hand 
when  they  will  either  have  to  come  in  or 
turn  their  jobs  over  to  the  other  men  and 
get  off  the  road.  I  am  a  Union  man  and 
am  proud  of  it.  I  am  ever  ready  to  do 
my  part  for  the  Order.  I  will  close  for 
the  present  With  best  regards  to  tbe 
I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  members. 

Arthub  Meeks,  Journal  Agent 

Cognac,  N.  C. 

To  the  Brothers  of  Lodge  438: 

We  extend  our  many  thanks  to  yon 
for  the  $4.00  received,  also  your  kind 
thoughts  in  our  hour  of  grief  and  affli^ 
tion.  It  will  soon  be  four  months  since 
my  foot  was  broken  and  I  never  hare 
been  able  to  walk  one  step  without  crutch- 
es and  do  not  expect  to  be  out  this  winter. 
May  we  all  be  spared  long  to  help  eaeh 
other. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U. 

T.  0.  RlGflA5. 

•  o* 

Bonair,  Term. 

I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines  to  The 
Advocate,  as  this  is  my  first  letter.  1 
get  the  journal  once  a  month  and  fin^ 
so  many  good  letters  that  I  love  to  read 
from  my  brothers. 

Well,  boys,  I  remember  about  fifteefl 
months  ago  when  the  boys  here  on  the 
Sparta  branch  and  on  section  No.  10  we* 
getting  $1.00  per  day.  We  made  up  oai 
minds  to  write  and  see  what  we  caM 
do  to  get  more.  We  fixed  up  a  good  let- 
ter and  sent  it  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Thomas,  i^ 
Nashville.  After  several  days  we  r««iT- 
ed  a  letter  saying  he  was  sorry  he  cooW 
not  give  us  more.  Well,  we  just  oa** 
tinned  to  work  as  formerly  and  la  « 
short  time  received  a  10-cent  raisev  * 
boys  get  busy  and  become  Brotherfawl 
men  and  we  can  get  more  wages. 
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May  God  bless  the  old  section  boys  and 
show  them  where  they  stand  so  they  may 
get  busy  and  line  up  in  the  I.  B.  of  M. 
of  W.  B.  Brothers  be  true  and  faithful 
and  don't  put  on  your  Sunday  clothes  be- 
cause your  superintendent  Is  coming  to 
be  with  you  one  day.  Let  every  Broth- 
erhood man  get  busy,  also  foremen,  and 
line  their  men  up  so  when  we  are  out  on 
the  work  train  we  can  be  with  white 
men. 

Well,  I  will  ring  off  as  I  have  written 
more  now  than  I  expected.  I  would  like 
to  see  some  letters  from  the  boys  on  the 
N.  C.  &  St  L,  Ry.  I  It  looks  like  they  are 
afraid  to  write.     I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

Fletcher  Dodson. 


-«KV»- 


Getting  a  Right  Start. 

Nearly  evenrthing  depends  upon  hav- 
ing the  right  kind  of  a  beginning.  When 
a  boy  starts  out  handicapped  by  weak- 
nesses and  vices  which  were  inherited,  it 
means  a  hard  pull  if  he  is  going  to  win 
out.  And  if,  in  addition,  he  comes  out 
of  surroundings  which  are  debasing  and 
degradiniT,  this  makes  his  career  all  the 
more  difficult.  A  great  teacher  once  said 
that  if  you  want  to  be  successful  you  had 
better  select  the  right  kind  of  grand- 
parents. 

In  1720,  the  Jukes  family  consisted  of 
I  lazy.  Irresponsible  fisherman  and  five 
laughters.  In  five  generations  the  known 
iescendants  numbered  about  1,200  per- 
ons,  of  which  310  were  professional 
»aupers,  living  in  almshouses;  440  were 
hyslcally  wrecked  by  their  own  wicked- 
ess,  more  than  one-half  of  the  women 
eiiig'  immoral;  130  were  convicted  crim- 
lals;  SO  were  habitual  thieves,  and  7 
ere  murderers;  300  died  in  infancy.  Not 
ae  of  tbem  had  even  a  common  school 
iucation.     Only  twenty  of  them  learned 

trade,  and  ten  of  them  learned  it  in 
tate  prison.  This  family  has  cost  the 
;ate  of  New  York  over  a  milion  and  a 
larter  dollars,  and  the  cost  is  still  go- 
g  cm.  Society  had  no  right  to  allow 
ese  poor  unfortunates  to  be  bom  into 
e  kind   of  lives  they  had  to  live,  not 


always  by  choice,  but  by  disadvantage 
of  birth. 

At  about  the  time  that  Jukes,  the  fish- 
erman, died,  Jonathan  Edwards— the  New 
England  reformer— left  a  large  family. 
In  1900,  as  many  as  1,394  of  Ids  descend- 
ants were  identified.  Of  these,  13  were 
college  presidefnts,  3  were  United  States 
Senators,  65  were  college  professors,  80 
were  jadges,  100  were  lawyers — ^many  of 
them  distinguished,  60  were  physicians, 
75  were  officers  in  the  army  and  navy, 
100  were  clergymen,  missionaries,  etc., 
CO  were  prominent  authors  and  writers, 
295  were  college  graduates,  80  held  pub- 
lic offices.  One  was  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States;  several  were  Governors 
of  States,  members  of  Congress,  mayors 
of  cities,  ministers  to  foreign  courts. 
Fifteen  railroads,  many  banks,  insurance 
cotnpanies  and  large  industrial  enter- 
prises have  been  indebted  to  their  man- 
agement. Almost  every  department  of 
social  progress  and  of  public  welfare 
have  felt  the  impulse  of  this  healthy  and 
long-lived  family. 

If  so  much  depemds  upon  having  the 
right  kind  of  grandparents,  we  cannot 
begin  too  soon.  Every  man  owes  it  to 
himself  to  give  his  children  a  better 
chance  than  he  enjoyed.  He  may  not  be 
rich  enough  to  afford  a  college  training; 
he  may  not  even  give  them  a  better 
home  so  far  as  luxuries  are  cdncemed, 
but  he  can  help  immensely  in  giving 
them  a  healthy  body  and  a  strong  char* 
acter.  This  is  the  least  that  we  can 
give  our  children  for  an  inheritance. 
^<ym 

When  She  Got  In. 

Being  very  fresh  and  from  New  York 
they  thought  they  would  try  some  of 
their  New  York  humor  on  the  old  station* 
master  at  the  country  station. 

"Well,  Uncle,"  said  one  of  the  young 
men,  "when  does  the  3:40  train  get  in?" 

The  old  man  looked  at  the  young  man, 
and,  without  moving  a  muscle  of  his  face, 
said: 

"Waal,  she  generally  gets  in  Just  a 
leetle  behind  the  engine,  young  man." 
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Harrington,  Me. 

Hello  brothers  and  sisters  and  all  read- 
ers of  the  dear  old  Advocate!  Here  I 
come  again  to  greet  you  after  a  long  si- 
lence, but  it  has  been  so  long  since  there 
has  been  any  letters  from  this  part  of 
the  road  I  am  afraid  the  readers  will 
think  we  have  fallen  out  of  line. 

The  journal  agent  gets  a  cramp  in  his 
fingers  whenerer  he  attempts  to  write  a 
few  lines  for  the  Advocate  £ut  I  can  tell 
you  he  is  a  first-class  writer  on  any  other 
subject,  and  believe  me  he  is  busy  at 
tending  to  other  matters. 

Well  brother  and  sister  readers,  if  you 
could  have  been  with  us  on  the  13th  oi 
August  you  would  have  thought  we  were 
very  much  alive  and  knew  how  to  enjoy 
ourselves  as  well  as  ever,  for  through  the 
efforts  of  our  roadmaster,  Mr.  Frank  G. 
Stone,  we  had  a  private  car  attached  to 
the  morning  passenger  train,  and  with 
Mr.  Stone  as  conductor  and  brakeman,  we 
went  to  Princeton  on  our  annual  picnic 
There  was  great  rejoicing  among  the 
younger  members  of  the  party  when  our 
roadmaster's  message  came  saying, 
"Bring  your  family  and  have  a  good 
time."  There  was  a  good  crowd  went  up, 
and  as  we  are  all  blessed  with  famillesi 
we  had  a  good  time. 

How  many  were  there?  Mr.  Stone, 
ninety-three  men  and  women  and  about 
fifty  children— enough  to  make  things  in- 
teresting. 

Brother  and  Sister  Lovell  we  missed 
your  smiling  faces  as  we  also  did  Broth 
er  and  Sister  Garbutt  and  a  number  of 
others,  but  we  gladly  welcomed  some 
others  on  this  occasion.  We  always  like 
to  go  to  Princeton  for  then  we  have  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berry 
and  a  number  of  others  whom  we  do  not 
see  so  often  and  then  the  boys  are  sure 
of  a  pood  meeting  once  a  year  any  way. 

Everyone  reported  a  jolly  good  time,  es- 


pecially coming  home  when  Brothers 
Cook,  Foss,  Palmer  and  Allen  had  an  e&t- 
ing  contest  I  think  it  was  a  tie.  Yoq 
missed  that  part,  Mr.  Stone,  but  here  is 
hoping  for  another  picnic  another  year, 
with  the  same  good  crowd  and  all  those 
who  did  not  get  there  this  year,  and  Mr. 
Stone  to  go  along  with  us,  for  be  is  t 
jolly  good  fellow  and  likes  to  see  e?ery 
one  enjoy  themselves. 

Now  about  lodge,  as  that  is  what  I  hope 
we  are  all  interested  in.  Border  City  dies 
hard,  if  die  she  must.  She  is  going  to 
struggle  hard.  Ten  faithful  ones  paid  up 
their  dues  and  we  will  try  it  again  vitb 
the  promise  of  more  at  the  next  meeting 
Our  Grand  President  has  been  down  twice 
but  she  did  not  get  to  meet  with  many  ot 
the  members  and  everyone  wants  to  see 
her.  Her  opportunity  to  come  does  not 
seem  to  be  ours  to  meet,  but  we  are  in 
hopes  of  greeting  her  with  a  full  boose 
on  her  next  appearance. 

There  was  a  good  crowd  at  Princeton 
but  they  seemed  to  be  afraid  to  join  our 
ranks.  Come  on  sisters,  don't  be  afraid 
Everything  is  above  board  at  headquar- 
ters. If  our  Auxiliary  goes  down  now 
it  must  take  the  Brotherhood  with  it  H 
it  grows,  so  will  the  Brotherhood.  Ut 
us  try  together,  not  one  pull  one  way  an^ 
one  another  but  all  for  another  lodge.  Le< 
us  get  it  back  to  its  old  standpoint  Ve 
all  had  good  times  and  let  us  have  tbes 
again.  Let  us  rise  above  our  discouraj» 
ments  and  show  what  we  can  do.  Doub- 
let them  laugh  at  us  and  say,  "we  cast 
do  anjrthing"  for  we  can  if  we  try.  \^ 
stead  of  saying  to  our  husbands,  "Oh  let 
us  stay  at  home;  what  is  the  use  of  P 
ing  to  lodge?  It  don't  do  any  good.  W 
your  dues  if  you  like,  but  you  had  better 
save  it  for  something  else  that  will  df 
more  good."  How  long  will  we  have* 
talk  until  they  think  we  are  right.  (»J 
you  know  they  think  we  are  an; 
then  where  is  their  lodge  and  where 
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they?  The  lodge  is  gone  and  they  arc 
back  in  the  same  old  rut  for  the  head  men 
know  how  things  run  and  before  they 
would  realize  where  they  are,  wages 
would  be  cut  and  then  they  would  be  too 
late  to  do  anything. 

Stand  by  your  order  men  and  if  we 
women  don't  know  a  good  thing  when 
we  see  it,  just  try  to  make  us.  Instead  of 
saying,  "stay  at  home,"  just  say  to  the 
old  man  or  young,  whichever  it  may  be, 
"now  come,  it  is  only  a  week  until  the 
lodge  meets.  Send  for  our  pass  so  we 
can  go  and  see  the  rest  of  the  boys  and 
girls,  for  of  course  we  are  never  too  old 
to  have  a  good  time  together,  or  pernaps 
ladles  it  would  be  a  good  plan  for  us  to 
hold  our  meetings  this  winter  in  the  day 
time  and  meet  at  the  homes  of  the  dif- 
ferent members'  and  the  men  will  be  so 
glad  to  see  us  they  will  call  there  and 
join  so  we  can  meet  with  them.  Let  us 
try  it  and  see  if  we  can  not  make  a  suc- 
cess. 

The  great  question  of  the  day  down 
here  Is,  Shall  we  or  shall  we  not  have 
prohibition?  I  heard  a  man  say  at  a 
lecture  the  other  night  that  if  Maine  vot- 
ed wet  this  coming  election  he  would 
flght  the  rest  of  his  life' for  the  women 
to  have  a  chance  to  vote,  but  if  they  are 
as  backward  about  voting  as  they  are 
about  others  matters,  the  election  would 
be  a  thing  of  the  past  before  most  of  them 
had  made  up  their  mind  how  to  vote. 
Here  is  hoping  the  good  old  State  of 
Maine  will  stand  firm  again.  Vote,  "No 
rum."  We  will  know  before  this  is  In 
print  how  the  election  ^11  go.  We  will 
also  know  how  many  will  attend  the  next 
meeting  as  it  will  be  held  the  10th  of  this 
month. 

Now  as  the  readers  are  frowning,  I  will 
bring  this  to  a  close.  I  hope  to  see  a 
good  crowd  at  lodge  and  a  number  of 
letters  in  the  Advocate  this  month.  Sis- 
ters Teeiling  and  Pettingan  we  often 
think  of  you.  Write  a  leter  to  the  Ad- 
vocate again. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  Brotherhood 
and  Auxiliary,  especially  the  new  lodges, 
I  remain.  Yours  in  L.  F.  &  T., 

Mbs.  M.  S.  Allen. 


Van  Wyck,  S.  C. 

Hello  dear  readers!  I  guess  you  all 
thought  I  had  left  you.  I  went  to  At- 
lanta in  July  to  try  to  get  rid  of  the 
chills  and  felt  very  good  for  about  four 
weeks  when  they  came  back,  and  Oh  my! 
they  were  much  harder  than  ever,  so 
after  six  weeks  I  decided  to  come  back  to 
old  Van  Wyck  and  make  the  best  of  it. 
It  is  hard  to  give  up  home  but  yet  it  is 
hard  to  stand  the  chills.  It  is  not  every- 
one that  knows  what  a  chill  is.  Well,  we 
will  let  the  chills  go  and  talk  about 
something  else.  I  am  still  weak  and  run 
down,  as  I  have  not  regained  my  strength 
yet  but  I  hope  by  the  time  this  gets  in 
print  that  the  sick  and  crippled  ones  will 
be  much  improved. 

I  have  written  nearly  every  section 
man's  wife  on  this  division  and  have  vis- 
ited several,  but  to  my  surprise  I  am  the 
only  member  of  the  Auxiliary.  I  am  try- 
ing to  make  up  my  mind  as  to  what  to 
do  to  arouse  the  interest  of  some,  if  not 
all.  If  I  get  strong  enough*  to  fix  for  it, 
I  am  going  to  give  an  entertainment  in 
about  two  weeks  and  see  if  I  can  add  any 
to  our  list. 

Sisters  I  cannot  drive  you  to  join  but 
won't  you  let  ma  pursuade  you  to  be  one 
of  us?  The  cost  is  a  trifle  and  the  pleas- 
ure and  good  you  will  reap  from  it  will 
more  than  repay  you. 

Gee  whiz!  I  cannot  help  wishing  I  had 
been  a  man  so  I  could  get  around  over 
the  world  better.  Sisters  I'll  tell  you 
you  had  better  come  along  with  your  ap- 
plications. Your  husb£tnds  are  enjoying 
it  going  to  meeting  and  having  a  good 
time  while  we  sit  at  home  caring  for  the 
baby,  playing  with  the  cat  or  busying 
around  doing  our  Sunday  cooking.  Now 
let  all  drop  in  line  and  have  our  meetings 
at  a  convenient  point  and  see  what  we 
can  do. 

Here  I  am  all  alone  a  member  of  the 
Ladies'  Auxiliary.  There  is  no  Christian 
church  near  me,  no  lodge  of  any  craft, 
but  I  am  just  as  steadfast  as  if  there 
were  a  thousand.  I  would  have  to  go 
nearly  300  miles  to  where  my  member- 
ship is  and  you  need  not  be  surprised  if 
I  do  not  get  a  lodge  on  this  division  to 
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see  or  hear  of  me  going  that  far  or  farth- 
er to  meet  with  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary. 

Well,  as  everybody  is  sawing  wood  and 
I  am  getting  sleepy,  I  will  ring  oft  for 
this  time. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  some  of  the  mem- 
bers at  an  early  date,  I  remain,  Sincerely 
yours.                          Mbs.  Lucy  Savage. 
•  o^ 

Honaker,  Va. 

As  I  have  never  written  to  the  Advo 
GATE  I  will  endeavor  to  do  so  now.  I  am 
always  glad  to  get  the  Advocate  for  I  en- 
joy reading  the  many  interesting  letters 

I  would  like  to  see  some  letters  from 
the  members  of  Lodge  No.  273.  My  fath- 
er has  been  a  section  foreman  for  the  N.  & 
W.  Ry.  about  ten  years.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Brotherhood  and  thinks  it  is  a  fine 
order.  I  think  they  are  all  brotherhood 
men  and  In  good  standing.  We  have  a 
good  roadmaster  on  this  division. 

I  am  15  years  old  and  am  In  the 
seventh  grade  at  school.  I  have  four 
brothers  all  of  whom  are  younger  than 
myself. 

Honakcr  is  a  small  town  with  a  popula* 
tion  of  1,500.  As  this  is  my  first  letter  I 
guess  I  had  better  close  for  fear  of  the 
waste  basket.  If  I  see  my  letter  pub* 
llshed,  I  will  write  again.  I  would  like 
to  exchange  post-cards  with  some  of  the 
readers. 

Wishing  the  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  E.  and 
Auxiliary  much  success,  I  remain, 

Edna  Habbis.. 
^<y» 

Cleveland,  O. 

I  am  a  little  girl  eight  years  old.  My 
papa  is  a  foreman  on  the  L.  S.  &  M.  S. 
Railroad.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Broth- 
erhood and  likes  the  organization  very 
much. 

This  is  the  first  letter  I  have  ever  wrl*.- 
ten  for  the  Advocate.  I  read  all  the  let- 
ters in  the  Advocate  from  the  little  boys 
and  girls  and  I  have  always  wished  to 
write  one  myself  and  surprise  my  papa 
and  mamma. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  Advocate  and 
its  readers,  I  am,  Sincerely  yours, 

DOEOTHf    DBESCHEB. 


Elkins,  N.  C. 

Hello  dear  Advocate  readers!  Here  I 
come  again  knocking  for  admission.  My 
last  letter  was  printed  and  I  promised  if 
I  saw  it  in  print  I  would  write  again. 

I  do  enjoy  reading  the  letters  in  the 
Journal.  It  is  such  a  pleasure  to  get  to 
read  them. 

I  am  getting  lonesome,  I  have  not  been 
receiving  as  many  post-cards  as  usual  and 
the  days  are  so  long  and  hot  Sister  Lncj 
Savage,  I  do  enjoy  your  leters;  they  are 
always  so  interesting. 

I  hope  all  the  boys  and  girls  have  spent 
a  pleasant  vacation.  Annie  Gooch  what 
has  become  of  you?  Why  is  it  you  nerer 
write  to  me? 

Wishing   the   Advocate  and  its  many 
readers   every   success,   I   remain,  Yours 
truly,                        Fannie  Holderheu). 
•  o^ 

Jacksonville,  N.  C. 

Dear  Advocate: 

I  am  a  little  girl  ten  years  old.  Hy 
father  is  a  Trestle  Foreman  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Brotherhood.  He  has  worked 
on  the  A.  C.  L.  for  fifteen  years.  We  live 
at  Fayetteville,  N.  C.  We  are  spending 
a  holiday  with  him  at  Jackso:?ville.  I  go 
to  school  and  am  in  the  sixth  grade.  I 
like  to  go  to  school.  I  have  no  brothers 
or  sisters,  but  have  lots  of  pets.  I  take 
music  lessons  and  like  it  fine.  I  am  ia 
the  third  grade  of  music. 

I  would  like  to  exchange  post-canti 
with  any  of  the  Advocate  readers.  My 
address  is  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

Cl^ABA  Eleiks. 
«o^ 

Norwood,  N.  C. 

Hello  there  girls  and  boys.  Can  yoa 
make  room  for  another  stranger?  I  bave 
read  letters  in  the  good  old  Advocate  for 
quite  a  while,  but  was  afraid  to  write  for 
fear  of  the  waste  basket,  which  always 
stands  ready  for  delinquent  letters. 

My  father  is  dead  and  I  have  a  brother 
dead  and  two  brothers  living.  They  ^ 
long  to  the  Brotherhood  and  would  not 
lose  their  membership  for  anything.  I 
live  in  a  nice  little  town  and  raise  flow 
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6r8.  1  have  a  little  kitten,  its  name  is 
Lezie.  I  like  my  cat  very  much.  I  am 
thirteen  years  old  today;  hope  the  girls 
and  boys  will  greet  me  with  presents  by 
exchanging  letters  and  post-cards. 

Well  as  this  is  my  first  letter  I  had 
better  ring  off.  I  would  like  to  exchange 
cards  and  letters  with  other  girls  and 
boys. 

If  this  misses  the  waste  basket  I  will 
try  again.  With  many  thanks  and  good 
wishes  to  you  all,  I  remain,  Yours  truly, 
Maggie  Banguss. 

Editor's  note. — I  wish  you  many  happy 
returns  of  your  birthday  Miss  Maggie. 

South  Ohio*  N.  S. 

Seeing  so  many  nice  letters  in  the  Ad- 
vocate last  month  I  thought  I  would  like 
to  write  one.  This  is  my  first  attempt 
and  I  hope  the  Editor  will  correct  any 
mistakes. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  on  tho 
I>.  A.  R.,  and  he  belongs  to  the  I.  B.  M. 
W.  E.,  and  thinks  it  is  a  grand  order. 

I  am  eighteen  years  old.  I  have  seven 
brothers  and  one  sister.  I  stay  at  home 
with  my  mother  and  take  music  lessons. 
I  have  taken  two  quarters  and  can  play 
quite  well. 

South  Ohio  is  a  nice  little  place.  We 
live  near  the  Postoffice  and  Railroad  sta- 
tion and  about  a  mile  from  school. 

I  would  be  glad  to  exchange  post-card:^ 
and  letters  with  the  readers  of  the  Jour- 
nal. 

I  must  close  this  letter  and  leave  space 
for  a  more  interesting  writer.  I  hope  tho 
Editor  will  print  this  and  I  will  come 
again. 

Wishing  everyone  great  success,  I  am, 
Respectfully  yours.           Alma  Deveau. 
•  <y 

Dane,  Ontario. 

My  Dear  Readers. 

I  am  a  little  girl  twelve  years  of  age 
and  live  in  Dane.  It  Is  a  very  small 
place.  My  father  has  been  working  on 
the  T.  4b  N.  O.  Railway  for  four  years.  Be- 
fore he  came^  here  he  worked  on  the 
Grand  Trunk  for  a  long  time.  I  have 
been  at  Renfrew  with  my  sister  going  to 


school.  I  am  in  the  ninth  grade.  I  was 
away  for  six  months.  My  father  came 
after  me  to  take  me  home  on  the  24th  of 
June.  We  arrived  at  home  on  the  28th  of 
June.  I  was  glad  to  get  back  here  to  scq 
my  mother,  brothers,  sisters  and  friends. 
I  have  read  a  great  many  letters  in  the 
Advocate  but  have  not  written  for  a  long 
time  myself.  I  hope  it  will  not  reach  the 
waste  basket,  as  it  is  only  the  second 
time  I  have  written. 

With  kind  regards  to  the  members  of 
the  Brotherhood  and  Woman's  Auxiliary. 
I  am,                              MoNA  Stubinski. 
•  o^ 


Hoadley,  O. 

As  I  have  seen  no  letters  in  the  Ad- 
vocate from  this  part  of  the  country 
I  thought  I  would  try  to  write  a  few 
lines. 

My  brother  works  on  the  C.  H.  &  D.  Ry. 
and  he  is  a  Brotherhood  man  and  thinks 
It  a  fine  organization.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Gallia,  which  is  a 
nice  lodge. 

We  live  in  a  section  house  right  by  the 
railroad.  As  this  is  my  first  attempt  I 
will  not  write  a  long  letter. 

With  best  wishes  to  all,  I  remain. 
Yours  sincerely, 

Lenie  M.  Altman. 
»<>-• 

Honesdale,  Pa. 

Hello  boys  and  girls!  As  my  last  let- 
ter escaped  the  waste  basket  I  will  try 
again.  I  think  you  all  know  who  I  am. 
I  am  that  same  girl  from  Honesdale,  Pa. 
I  do  not  see  any  letters  from  this  part  of 
the  Division.  I  wonder  if  the  foremen 
and  laborers  have  any  boys  and  girls  to 
write.  I  like  to  read  the  Advocate  very 
much  because  the  letters  are  so  interest- 
ing. 

My  papa  is  a  section  foreman  but  has 
only  two  men  to  work  for  him.  One  is  a 
track  worker  and  he  goes  to  light  the 
switch  lamps  so  he  is  left  with  one  man 
to  do  the  work.  The  track  laborers  on 
this  road  get  15  and  16  cents  per  hour, 
while  in  the  first-class  yards  they  get 
from  15  V^  to  16%  per  hour.  The  fore- 
men are  paid  $57.50  to  $75.00  per  month. 
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This  year  has  been  a  very  joyous  year 
for  us.  On  the  14th  of  June  a  baby  girl 
arived  iu  our  family  and  we  think  she 
is  as  pretty  as  the  stars.  She  has  darl: 
hair  and  weighs  9  pounds.  We  have  three 
girls  and  five  boys  in  our  family,  ranging 
from  two  months  to  fourteen  years. 

I  think  I  will  close  for  the  present  and 
if  this  misses  the  waste  basket  I  will  try 
again.    Tours  sincerely, 

Rosa  Mussabi. 
•  o^ 

Caron,  Sask. 

We  expect  to  see  many  letters  from 
Moose  Jaw  Lodge  No.  207  giving  a  full 
account  of  Brother  Pegg's  visit  and 
"meeting"  with  that  lodge,  so  will  only 
say  I  was  delighted  to  meet  Brother  Pegg 
and  the  brothers  and  sisters  on  that  occa- 
sion, after  the  speech  from  Brother  Pegg, 
which  the  ladies  failed  to  hear,  being  late 
on*  account  of  delayed  trains. 

However,  the  ladies  were  on  hand  after 
the  meeting  to  serve  refreshments,  and 
an  impromptu  program,  consisting  of 
songs  by  several  members  and  also  in- 
strumentals,  including  bagpipes,  by 
Brother  T.  Gillies,  who  is  a  host  in  him- 
self. Brdther  Pegg  was  also  called  upon 
for  a  speech  and  recommended  the  Aux- 
iliary to  those  present  in  a  most  pleasing 
and  effective  manner.  The  boys  seemed 
to  favor  the  idea  of  an  auxiliary  lodge 
and  promised  to  take  the  matter  up  at 
their  next  regular  meeting,  so  I  confi- 
dently expect  to  see  Lodge  No.  2  of  the 
Ladles'  Auxiliary  revived  again,  and 
stronger  than  ever  in  numbers  and  use- 
fulness, and  should  Grand  President  Sis- 
ter Cora  B.  Smith  decide  to  take  a  trip 
up  this  way,  little  difficulty  would  be  ex- 
perienced in  organizing  lodges  of  our 
Auxiliary  at  the  points  where  Brother- 
hood lodges  exist,  and  especially  in  Moose 
Jaw,  where  so  many  capable,  energetic 
ladies  reside  in  the  city  within  easy  dis- 
tance of  the  hall.  A  quorium  for  meet- 
ings could  always  be  counted  on.  This 
would  be  a  help  and  Inspiration  to  the 
men's  lodge,  enabling  it  to  accomplish 
even  greater  things  in  the  future. 

I  was  indeed  sorry  for  anyone  who  was 
absent  from  Brother  Pegg's  meeting  and 


the  jolly  good  time  after.  Lodge  207  Is 
certainly  splendid  and  equal  to  any  occa- 
sion, and  Brother  Pegg  was  chaming. 
The  ladies  would  like  to  serve  "coffee" 
often  to  the  lodge.  Brother  Smith  must 
have  had  an  "appointment,"  for  we  could 
not  find  him  when  the  coffee  was  being 
passed  around.  The  time  passed  all  too 
quickly,  and  we  all  joined  hands  and 
sang,  "Auld  Lang  Syne"  and  "He's  a  Jol- 
ly Good  Fellow,"  wished  Brother  Peg 
Godspeed,  regretting  the  shortness  of  his 
stay  and  wishing  such  happy  moments  in 
life  might  come  often. 

Moose  Jaw  Lodge  seems  vigorous  ano 
wide  awake,  and  I'm  hoping  to  hear  of 
the  Auxiliary  lodge  being  an  accom- 
plished fact  in  the  near  future.  This  is 
the  place  where  we  do  things,  not  m«ely 
talk  about  them. 

Our  September  Advocate  came  to  hand 
yesterday,  but  I've  only  had  time  to  take 
a  glance  at  it  as  yet,  as  I've  got  nine 
men  to  cook  for  just  now,  but  it  will  only 
be  for  a  short  time.  This  is  the  busy 
season,  but  I'll  make  up  for  it  later. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  matters 
on  the  C.  P.  R.,  etc.,  have  been  satisfac- 
torily settled  and  that  the  Brothertiood 
has  made  such  a  record-breaking  success 
during  the  month  of  July.  I  see  many  of 
our  old  familiar  contributors  in  the  Sep- 
tember Advocate,  but  Mrs.  Byrd  is  still 
missing. 

Well,  it  is  past  midnight  and  the  family 
have  all  retired,  so  with  very  best  wishes 
for  the  greater  success  of  the  Brotherhood 
and  its  ally,  the  Auxiliary,  the  continaed 
good  health  and  activity  of  the  offices, 
organizers,  etc.,  and  the  greater  determi 
nation  of  the  rank  and  file  to  press  for 
ward  in  their  march  to  victory. 
Fraternally, 

MBS.  M.  J.  SCOTT. 

,-0^ 

Blackville,  S.  C. 

Hello  boys  and  girls.  We  have  just  rfr 
ceived  the  September  issue  and  as  there 
were  so  many  nice  letters  In  it  I  though 
I  would  call  again,  seeing  my  letter  vas 
in  print. 

I  do  not  see  many  letters  from  Soutii 
Carolina.       Let  all   the   South  CaroliBa 
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girls  wake  up  and  try   to  write  a  few 
lines  to  the  dear  old  Advocate. 

The  foremen  on  this  division  have  re- 
ceived a  $3.00  raise  and  everyone  cer- 
tainly does  appreciate  it. 

I  suppose  some  of  the  boys  and  girls 
will  be  thinking  of  school  again.  I  sure- 
ly will  be  glad  when  our  school  starts. 

My  brother  and  his  family  from  Wil- 
liston,  Fla.  are  spending  a  while  with  us. 
I  have  spent  a  few  weeks  near  Winnes- 
boro  and  had  a  fine  old  time.  They  have 
plenty  of  fruit  up  there.  It  has  been  so 
dry  down  here  that  we  have  not  had 
many  vegetables. 

Well  I  guess  I  will  close  for  I  fear  ] 
have  tired  the  readers  with  this  uninter- 
esting letter  but  will  try  to  do  better 
next  time.  With  best  wishes  to  all,  I  re- 
main, Blanche  Hartin. 
m^o^ 

Pine  Hall,  N.  C. 

Hello  boys  and  girls!  As  I  have  not 
written  to  the  Advocate  for  some  time  1 
will  try  my  hand.  I  have  been  reading 
papa's  August  Advocate  and  I  enjoyed 
reading  it  very  much. 

Father  is  a  section  foreman.  He  is  tak- 
ing his  vacation  now.  We  went  to  Moores 
Springs  last  week  and  had  a  nice  time. 

I  would  like  to  tjxchange  post-cards 
with  any  of  the  readers.  I  will  close  now 
as  I  fear  my  letter  will  be  too  long  for 
the  first  time.     Sincerely  yours, 

Viola  1j.  Crkakman. 

m^^ 

Norton,  Va. 

Well,  here  I  come  once  more  to  the 
dear  old  Advocate  and  hope  the  editor 
will  find  space  in  the  next  issue  for  same. 

I  hope  to  become  better  acquainted 
with  The  Advocate  readers,  for  I  love  to 
read  the  letters  they  write. 

I  think  all  the  Brotherhood  members 
should  try  to  strengthen  their  position 
and  make  the  order  stronger.  I  do  not 
feel  as  If  we  were  strong  enough,  but  of 
course  many  others  do  not  look  at  it  in 
the  right  way.  I  think  it  is  a  great  help 
to  all  who  belong  to  it.  I  read  in  The 
Advocate  where  one  man  said  he  would 
be  a  Brotherhood   man   as   long   as   he 


lived.  That  is  what  I  love  to  hear.  It 
seems  such  good  news  to  me.  May  the 
Lord  lengthen  our  days  and  help  us  to 
strengthen  the  Brotherhood  more  and 
more. 

Dear  friends  and  Advocate  readers, 
keep  your  dues  paid  up  and  help  boost 
The  Advocate.  If  you  will  consider  this 
matter  you  will  soon  see  that  the  union 
is  a  great  help  to  us.  What  would  the 
employes  on  the  N.  &  W.  do  today  if  it 
were  not  for  the  Brotherhood?  I  am 
sure  you  will  say  you  would  be  working 
for  starvation  wages.  May  the  Lord  bless 
The  Advocate  and  its  readers  and  let  us 
see  the  day  when  we  all  shall  meet. 

As  the  editor  has  been  kind  enough  to 
publish  my  former  letter,  I  will  ring  oft 
for  this  time.     Wishing  the  Brotherhood 
and  Auxiliary  much  success,  I  remain. 
Yours  fraternally, 

Mrs.  Lillie  Tunnell. 
-o» 

Duncan,  Ind. 

Hello,  all  you  Advocate  readers!  I 
have  been  reading  the  journal  and  saw 
so  many  boys  and  girls  writing  to  it  that 
I  thought  I  would  send  in  a  letter  and 
see  if  it  would  escape  the  wastebasket. 
I  hope  to  see  it  in  the  next  issue.  . 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
St.  Louis  Div.  and  has  been  for  twelve 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  B.  of 
M.  of  W.  B.,  Huntingburg  Lodge  No.  209. 
I  have  two  brothers  who  are  also  mem- 
bers of  the  Brotherhood.  I  think  it  is 
grand. 

With  best  wishes  to  The  Advocate  and 
its  readers,  I  remain. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Ethel  Zaring. 
•  o^ 

Wray,  O. 

Hello  boys  and  girls,  here  I  come  again 
trying  to  scribble  a  few  lines  to  the  dear 
old  Advocate.  I  see  my  first  letter  miss- 
ed the  waste  basket  so  I  thought  I  would 
try  my  luck  again. 

I  read  many  nice  letters  in  the  Sep- 
tember journal  and  I  enjoyed  them  very 
much  and  hope  I  will  see  this  in  the  next 
issue.  /^  T 
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I  have  one  brother  who  is  a  member  oi 
the  Brotherhood  and  he  thinks  it  is  a  fine 
order.    He  works  on  the  N.  &  W.  Ry. 

I  am  still  expecting  to  exchange  post- 
cards with  some  of  the  boys  and  girls 
who  are  readers  of  the  Advocate.  I  am 
14  years  old,  have  black  hair  and  eyes. 

I  must  not  ask  too  much  space  for  my 
second  letter  so  I  will  close.  Thanking 
you  for  publishing  my  letter  in  the  Sep- 
tember issue,  and  with  best  wishes  and 
luck  to  the  Brotherhood,  I  remain,  Sin- 
cerely yours,  Hesteb  Davis. 
•  o* 

Dennysville,  Me. 

It  has  been  quite  a  long  time  since  I 
wrote  a  leter  to  the  Advocate,  but  not  for 
lack  of  interest  I  can  assure  you  my  dear 
readers,  but  one  finds  so  much  to  do  and 
it  is  so  easy  to  put  off  writing  from  time 
to  time. 

I  really  feel  more  like  a  stranger  than 
one  who  has  ever  penned  a  line  to  you 
before. 

As  I  looked  over  the  pages  of  the  Ad- 
vocate for  the  last  three  or  four  issues 
I  must  confess  that  it  made  me  teel  lone- 
some and  more  than  that,  I  felt  discour- 
aged to  see  no  letters  from  the  W.  C.  Ry. 
What  has  become  of  so  many  of  our  good 
writers  along  this  line,  and  I  believe  our 
journal  agent  has  forgetten  himself  for  I 
always  thought  his  motto  was,  "Work  be- 
fore pleasure."  Come  now,  brother  jour- 
nal agent,  let  us  hear  from  you  through 
the  columns  of  the  dear  old  Advocate. 
Let  the  readers  know  we  are  not  dead 
but  still  survive  and  are  pushing  forward 
that  we  may  achieve  hifih  honors. 

Now  as  I  sit  here  writing  the  thouglit 
comes  to  me  that  one  year  has  elapsed 
since  we  gathered  in  convention  at  Bos- 
ton. My  dear  brothers  and  sisters,  let  us 
look  back  over  the  past  and.  Oh!  just 
think  how  little  we  have  done  in  this 
whole  year  to  further  the  interests  of  our 
Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary  lodges  that 
are  being  organized  around  us,  especially 
for  a  lodge  that  was  established  in  the 
year  1908  and  had  so  many  enthusiastic 
workers  enrolled  on  its  books.  Sisters, 
why  can't  we  be  interested  now  as  we 
were  then,  so  we  may  be  a  help  one  to  the 


other  and  aid  the  Brotherhood  in  all  its 
undertakings,  so  that  it  may  feel  that  we 
are  interested  in  its  work  and  want  it  to 
make  a  success?  Now  come  and  put  forth 
a  strong  effort  and  keep  the  dear  old  Pine 
Tree  State  in  the  lead  of  the  Auxiliary 
lodges. 

It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  there  was 
as  much  interest  manifested  at  our  last 
meeting  in  Princeton  as  there  might  have 
been,  especially  when  our  efficient  road- 
master  was  so  good  and  kind  as  to  give 
free  transportation  to  such  a  large  num- 
ber. Take  into  consideration  and  see  for 
yourself  how  it  looks  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people  to  see  some  of  the  lodge  members 
out  on  the  street  when  lodge  is  in  ses- 
sion. Certainly  we  all  can  and  should 
do  better  than  this.  We  ought  to  find  it 
a  pleasure  to  be  in  our  lodgeroom  and 
we  cannot  expect  our  Grand  Lodge  offi- 
cers to  do  everything.  It  is  not  them 
that  will  do  the  work;  it  is  ourselves  and 
the  Grand  Lodge  officers  are  the  com- 
manders, and  we  must  remember  we  are 
the  soldiers  in  the  field. 

Let  us  obey  their  commands  and  see 
how  much  more  we  can  accomplish,  Ve 
know  that  organization  has  been  formed 
for  protection  so  let  us  take  advantage  of 
the  growing  and  grand  movement  and  all 
pull  together  for  one  common  cause  and 
betterment  of  all  concerned,  and  men 
especially  the  downtrodden  trackmen.  Ob. 
I  wish  for  the  day  to  come  when  tie 
brothers  and  sisters  along  this  line  will 
come  in  and  be  enrolled  as  active  mes^ 
bers  of  Border  City  Lodge.  Right  her?  I 
will  not  forget  to  extend  hearty  thasi? 
to  Brother  and  Sister  Berry  for  the  (^ 
dial  welcome  they  gave  us  on  the  day  ^ 
our  picnic,  August  13.  They  certainly 
should  not  be  forgotten,  for  they  did  aii 
in  their  power  to  make  the  day  an  ^ 
joyable  one. 

Well,  now  that  it  is  getUng  late.  I  i^ 
perhaps  I  had  better  close  by  kindly  ^ 
ing  our  faithful  editor  to  please  piit  ^ 
little  message  In  shape  for  print 

With  best  wishes  to  all  the  readeft 
am. 

Yours  in  F.  L.  A  T., 
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Van  Wyck,  S.  C. 

As  I  have  not  written  to  the  Advocate 
for  some  time  I  thought  I  would  do  so 
now.  I  like  to  read  the  nice  letters  very 
much  and  hope  the  other  readers  will  ex- 
cuse me  for  not  having  written  sooner. 

My  school  will  begin  Monday  and  you 
all  know  I  am  glad.  I  will  be  13  years 
old  the  14th  of  this  month.  I  have  been 
in  Atlanta  for  a  month,  just  got  back  a 
few  days  ago.  I  surely  did  enjoy  my- 
self.   I  was  with  relatives  and   friends. 

Well  I  will  close  by  wishing  the 
Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary  much  success, 
I  remain,  Stella  Savage. 

•  o* 

Canaan,  N.  H. 


I  have  wondered  several  times  this 
week  if  those  who  attended  the  Boston 
Convention  on  this  date  last  year  had 
thought  about  it  and  also  about  the  prog- 
ress we  made  then  and  have  made  since 
toward  the  advancement  of  our  order? 

From  a  small  beginning  we  have  made 
a  steady  advancement  and  in  the  broth- 
ers' anniverEary  issue  of  December  I 
shall  give  you  some  facts  regarding  it. 

I  spoke  in  my  July  letter  of  the  invi- 
tation I  had  extended  to  Capitol,  White 
Mountain  and  Wells  River  Lodges  to  be 
my  guests  on  August  19th.  About  45 
members  responded,  and  all  seemed  to  en- 
joy themselves.  My  sons  and  myself 
gave  a  farce,  **A  Cold  Finish,"  also  pre- 
sented a  short  musical  program  after 
which  refreshments  were  served.  We 
initiated  one  new  candidate  at  our  meet- 
ing. I  wish  all  our  lodges  could  meet 
other  lodges  of  the  Auxiliary  or  brother 
lodges  in  a  fraternal  way.  You  have  no 
conception  of  the  amount  of  good  the 
meetings  would  do.  White  Mountain 
Lodge  has  now  invited  Capitol  and  Wells 
River  Lodges  to  be  its  guest  on  October 
28th  and  I  hope  a  large  number  from 
each  lodge  will  take  pains  to  attend. 

I  have  been  thinking  of  going  to  Nova 
Scotia  in  October  and  also  trying  to 
touch  Portage  la  Prairie,  Carleton  Place, 
Woodstock,  etc.  Are  there  not  new 
ilelds  down  there  where  we  might  esta- 
blish lodges? 


Will  not  some  of  the  brothers  and 
sisters  make  a  little  effort  and  try  to  re- 
vive some  of  the  old  lodges  as  well  as 
make  new  ones?  I  shall  be  more  than 
glad  to  hear  from  anyone  living  out  that 
way  in  regard  to  this  work. 

Our  new  Vanceboro  Lodge  held  an- 
other successful  meeting  on  August  19th 
and  took  in  some  new  members.  Maine 
is  now  the  strongest  state  in  the  Auxili- 
ary in  point  of  members  and  lodges  and 
every  R.  R.  man  and  his  family  in  that 
state  should  leave  no  stone  unturned  to 
keep  it  so. 

Capitol  Lodge  has  51  paid  up  in  ad- 
vance members  on  its  charter  and  Vance- 
boro will  be  a  close  second. 

I  received  a  most  interesting  letter 
from  Sister  Lovell  of  Agassiz,  B.  C,  en- 
closing a  photo  of  their  home  with  the 
loveliest  of  flower  gardens  in  front  and 
I  judge  from  her  letter  that  the  sister 
would  be  most  pleasant  to  meet  and  I 
hope  she  will  attend  the  St.  Louis  Con- 
vention. 

Sister  Reed  of  Merrimac  is  going  to 
come  into  our  lodge  at  Concord  where 
she  will  be  most  welcome,  and  why  do  not 
a  multitude  of  union  believers  do  like- 
wise and  make  the  hearts  of  the  oflScers 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  rejoice.  Think  it 
over  brothers  and  sisters  and  make  us  a 
present  of  your  apllcation  for  a  New 
Years*  gift,  if  not  before. 

I  must  again  remind  many  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  members  that  their  dues 
are  now  due  for  the  year  1911.  Our  fee 
of  50  cent  per  year  is  so  small  that  we 
need  the  prompt  remittance  of  this  small 
amount  for  our  members  to  carry  on  the 
work.-  Sister  Jenness  is  anxiously  await- 
ing a  chance  to  send  you  a  working  card 
for  the  year. 

Border  City  lodge  you  will  all  be  pleas- 
ed to  know,  has  taken  on  new  life  and  ex- 
pects to  take  more  on  September  10th, 
the  date  of  the  next  meeting.  Brother 
Stout  is  to  be  here  to  help  in  the  cause 
and  I  feel  that  we  shall  have  a  good  rep- 
resentation. Send  Sister  Forbes  your 
congratulations  (you  who  met  her  and 
her  smiling  face  at  Boston)  on  her  dear- 
est wish,  that  of  a  revival  of  Border  City. 
We  are   having  weather   (mijte  likej  fall 
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here  and  this  makes  us  dread  the  colder 
weather  which  will  soon  follow. 

I  am  wondering  what  has  become  of 
Sisters  Pugh  and  Manes  and  if  they  are 
meeting  with  success  in  initiating  mem- 
bers in  our  order. 

My  letter  is  so  long  that  it  will  seem 
like  a  book  to  you  so  I  will  close  by  wish- 
ing the  greater  success  to  our  craft  and 
the  Auxiliary  as  well  as  each  individual 
member.  Fraternally  yours  in  L.  F.  &  T., 
Cora  B.  Smith. 

Bluff  City,  Tenn. 

Dear  Boys  and  Girls:  I  am  a  little 
girl  eight  years  old.  My  papa  was  a  flag- 
man on  the  B.  &  S.  W.,  and  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Brotherhood,  but  he  got 
killed.  I  have  a  stepfather  who  also  be- 
longs to  the  Brotherhood  and  thinks  it 
Is  a  fine  order. 

Your   little  friend. 

Peabl  F.  Campbell. 

»o» 

Daggett,  Mich. 

Hello  boys  and  girls!  Seeing  so  many 
letters  from  you  all  I  thought  I  would 
write  one  also.  I  am  a  poor  hand  at  writ- 
ing and  cannot  write  as  interesting  let- 
ter as  you  do  but  will  try  my  best. 

My  brother  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
C.  &  N.  W.  Ry.  and  belongs  to  the 
Brotherhood.  He  is  a  member  of  Men- 
ominee Lodge  No.  522. 

We  are  living  in  a  section  house  near 
a  beautiful  little  river.  The  country  road 
is  on  one  side  of  our  house  and  the  track 
on  the  other  so  that  we  get  a  lot  of  dust 
from  the  automobiles  and  trains,  which  is 
not  very  pleasant  I  can  tell  you. 

We  have  only  been  living  here  three 
months  and  it  is  so  lonesome  for  I  am  not 
acquainted  much  and  there  are  no  boys 
and  girls  near  our  house  to  associate 
with. 

I  wish  Gertrude  A.  Caldwell  and  Gert- 
rude E.  Walker  would  write  to  me  as  I 
think  they  are  about  my  age  and  I  will 
answer  them.  I  wonder  why  some  of 
the  boys  and  girls  on  this  division  do  not 
write  or  are  you  asleep  or  what  is  the 
matter?    Wake  up  and  let  us  hear  from 


you.  Don't  hesitate  for  fear  of  the  waste 
basket  as  there  Is  no  harm  done  even  if 
your  letter  does  not  get  in  print  We 
can't  all  be  journalists  and  poets  but  we 
can  try  to  be. 

Try  to  encourage  our  Brotherhood  men 
to  stick  to  their  order  and  sympathize 
with  them  in  their  efforts  to  win.  We 
all  believe  they  will  gain  the  victory  In 
the  near  future  so  we  can  wait  with  good 
cheer  until  the  time  comes. 

I  think  the  Advocate  is  the  best  ever 
and  I  love  to  read  all  the  letters.  Well 
as  this  is  my  first  attempt  I  will  not 
make  it  too  long.  If  I  see  this  in  print  I 
will  write  again. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and  Auiili 
ary  success,  I  remain.  Sincerely  yours, 
Annie  Sheldon. 


-•<>«- 


Bruce,  Va. 

As  I  have  been  reading  the  Advocaw 
for  a  long  time  and  saw  so  many  nice  let- 
ters in  it  I  thought  I  would  try  my  hand 
although  I  am  very  poor  at  diction. 

My  husband  is  a  member  of  the  Broth- 
erhood and  thinks  It  is  a  fine  order.  He 
says  if  the  boys  would  only  get  together 
they  could  demand  better  pay. 

He  is  a  section  foreman  on  the  A  CU 
Ry.  and  has  been  on  one  section  foi 
about  20  years  and  has  never  lost  a  dif 
since.  Now  don't  you  think  that  is  vio- 
ing  well? 

We  have  six  children,  four  boys  and 
two  girls  and  I'll  tell  you  it  takes  a  \o\ 
to  keep  them  going.  We  live  in  a  mi^ty 
good  country  and  it  is  very  healthful 
down  here. 

My  husband  has  a  very  nice  roadntfs- 
ter  to  work  for  and  likes  him  very  mucl 
There  are  lots  of  boys  on  this  division 
who  are  not  yet  union  men.  Now  boys 
why  don't  you  join  the  Brotherhood  *b^ 
stick  up  for  your  rights?  Try  to  get  to 
gether  and  do  something  for  yourselves 

I  will  close  now  for  I  think  my  letl^ 
is  long  enough  and  if  it  misses  the  wa^ 
basket  I  will  write  again. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  much  ssc 
cess,  I  remain,  A  new  friend, 

Mas.  E.  A.  J05B9. 
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Coal  Branch,  N.  B. 

Dear  Friends  and  Readers:  This  be* 
ing  my  first  attempt  to  write  a  letter  to 
the  Advocate,  I  hope  it  will  escape  the 
waste  basket. 

I  haTe  two  brothers  and  two  sisters. 
My  father  is  a  section  foreman  on  the  I. 
R.  C.  Ry.  and  belongs  to  the  Brotherhood. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  I  will  not 
make  it  too  long.    Wishing  the  Brother'  . 
hood  and  Advocate  readers  success,  I  re- 
main. Sincerely  yours,    Mabt  Gallant. 

•  o» 

Gala,  Ga. 

Hello  boys  and  girls!  I  am  trying 
again  to  get  space  in  the  dear  old  Advo- 
cate, as  I  promised  I  would  write  again, 
I  will  keep  my  word. 

We  have  just  received  the  September 
issue  of  the  Advocate  and  I  have  certain- 
ly enjoyed  reading  the  nice  letters. 

I  returned  home  Sunday  from  North 
Carolina.  I  had  a  delightful  two  months' 
vacation.  My  school  started  September 
the  6th  and  I  am  in  the  Seventh  Grade. 

Since  I  wrote  my  last  letter  to  the  Ad- 
vocate I  have  received  several  nice  cards 
and  letters  and  wish  to  thank  the  send- 
ers. Why  don't  the  girls  and  boys  wake 
up,  especially  on  the  C.  &  O.  and  let  us 
hear  from  you  once  in  a  while? 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary 
much  success,  I  remain.  Sincerely  yours, 
Ethel  Rhodes. 

•  o^ 

East  Willington,  N.  C. 

Dear  Editor:  Please  allow  me  a  small 
space  in  your  Advocate  for  my  first  let- 
ter. We  surely  enjoy  reading  the  many 
interesting  letters  appearing  in  the  Ad- 
vocate. I  am  glad  to  say  my  father  is  a 
member  of  the  Brotherhood  and  receives 
such  a  nice  book.  My  father  is  a  section 
foreman.  He  formerly  worked  under  Mr. 
J.  M.  Chesnutt  at  Rocky  Point,  N.  C. 
about  four  years  as  a  laborer.  He  has 
been  a  section  foreman  now  for  about  16 
years  and  he  works  three  laborers  and  I 
think  they  have  about  all  the  work  they 
can  keep  up. 


We  live  about  two  miles  from  the  city 
and  we  are  glad  to  get  away  from  home 
once  in  a  while  and  go  to  the  city  and 
enjoy  ourselves. 

Mr.  Editor,  as  this  is  my  first  letter 
will  you  kindly  publish  same  aft  my  fath- 
er will  be  delighted  to  know  his  daughter 
is  writing  for  the  Advocate. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  Brotherhood 
and  Auxiliary,  I  remain.  Yours  truly, 
Amanda  Watkin,  R.  F.  D.  No.  1. 
•  o* 
A  Delicate  ProposaL 

Scotchman  who  had  survived  three 
wives  and  had  a  fourth  in  contemplation, 
decided  upon  a  delicate  method  of  propos- 
ing to  the  latest  object  of  his  affections. 
Accordingly,  he  took  her  to  walk  one 
afternoon,  and  before  she  realized  where 
their  footsteps  tended  they  had  arrived 
at  the  graveyard,  where  his  lost  loves  lay 
buried.  Standing  before  the  three  tomb- 
stones, he  said: 

''There  lies  Jeannie,  there  lies  Grissel, 
there  lies  Maggie,  and,"  he  added,  point- 
ing to  the  next  vacant  space  and  taking 
her  hand,  tenderly,  "how  wad  you  like  to 
lie-  there?" 


-^<y^ 


Reminders. 

Life  is  full  of  dangerous  crossings,  and 
Conscience  is  the  Flagman. 

It  is  unfortunately  true  that  the  Fruit 
of  Discord  is  frequently  preserved  in 
Family  Jars. 

A  promise  should  not  be  kept  too  long. 
It  were  far  better  to  fulfill  it  at  once  and 
thus  be  rid  of  It. 

The  proof  of  the  Pudding  may  be  in  the 
eating,  but  what  does  it  avail  us  when  it 
is  too  late  to  correct  the  proofs? 

The  Laws  of  Supply  and  Demand  are 
inexorable.  The  Freckle  would  be  consid- 
ered a  beauty-spot  if  there  were  only  two 
or  three  of  them." — John  Kendrick  Bangs 
in  September  Lippincott's. 

»o» 

Take  It  from  Him. 

Judge — You  are  charged  with  beating 
your  wife.    What  have  you  to  say? 

Prisoner — Not  guilty.  If  I  could  lick 
her  I'd  be  the  hope  of  the  white  man!" 
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TRUESDALE  REFUSES  TO 

REINSTATE    FOLEY    OR 

MEET   PRESIDENT   LOWE 


Passes  Judgment  Upon  Victim  of  Dis- 
crimination Tactics  Before  Giving 
Him  a  Chance  to  Defend  Himself— 
Impudently  Replies  to  Mr.  Lowe  and 
Says  He  Will  Not  Meet  Him  or  Any- 
one Else — ^No  Time  to  Lose. 


Scranton,  Pa.,  Sept.  10,  1911. 

Mr.  Truesdale,  president  of  the  Lack- 
awanna Railroad,  in  a  letter  to  Acting 
Chairman  M.  W.  Durkin,  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  Maintenance  and  Ways  Employes, 
stated  that  he  will  not  consent  to  have 
Chairman  M.  J.  Foley  reinstated,  nor  will 
he  consent  to  have  the  man  employed  in 
any  other  department  of  the  railroad.  His 
letter  is  in  response  to  one  which  the  com- 
mittee representing  the  men  sent  to  him 
after  being  turned  down  by  the  chief  en- 
gineer, who  had  a  conference  with  the 
men  at  Hoboken  the  early  part  of  the 
week.  Mr.  Foley  was  discharged  because 
he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  present  a  wage  scale  to  the 
company.  The  company  claims  he  was 
discharged  for  insubordination,  but  the 
evidence  that  is  brought  to  hand  to  sup- 
port this  charge  is  as  flimsy  as  Mr.  Trues- 
dale's  letter  is  Indiscreet  and  inconsis- 
tent 

The  letter  was  received  Friday,  but 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  committee  had 
telegraphed  for  President  Lowe,  it  was 
not  given  out  for  publication  until  yester- 
day. President  Lowe  is  in  the  city,  hav- 
ing arrived  here  yesterday.  He  is  a  pow- 
erfully built  man,  brilliant,  sagacious  and 
conservative.  The  men  have  in  him  a 
leader.  They  need  have  no  worry.  Their 
interests  will  be  protected,  and  the  writer 
misses  his  guess  very  much  if  he  does 
not  measure  swords  with  some  of  the 
hunks  of  egotism  who  are  occupying  of- 


ficial positions  on  the  Lackawanna  mi 
He  is  ably  assisted  by  Vice-PresideDt  M. 
L.  Powers.  Upon  his  arival  in  the  dtt 
President  Lowe  held  a  hurried  conferatct 
with  the  local  committee  in  cbarge  of 
negotiations,  approved  of  the  work  tbey 
had  done  so  far,  then  wired  PresideDt 
Truesdale  the  following  telegram,  after 
first  dictating  two  leters,  one  to  Commis^ 
sioner  of  Labor  Williams,  of  New  Yort 
and  the  other  to  Seth  Low,  president  of 
the  American  Civic  Federation,  request- 
ing them  to  use  their  infiuence  to  ateft 
the  strike  which  is  bound  to  come  nates 
Truesdale  and  the  rest  of  the  factotmns 
of  the  company  get  from  the  bigli  bor% 
they  are  riding  now;  away  from  tlieir 
arrogant  position,  and  consent  to  me^  > 
committee  from  the  men,  who  vill  an 
doubtedly  accompany  President  Lowe  to 
New  York,  in  the  etent  Truesdale  cot 
sents  to  meet  them. 

The  Telegram 
Following    is    the    telegram   he  seal 
Truesdale  yesterday  morning?: 

•Have  been  called  here  by  the  com- 
mittee representing  your  trackmen  who 
have  asked  me  to  sanction  a  suspensioD 
of  work.  Will  you  meet  me  to  confer 
with  you,  hoping  to  show  cause  why  yoi 
should  reconsider  your  decision  as  P^ 
letter  of  seventh  instant  to  Acting  Cbsi^ 
man  Durkin? 

"A,  B.  LOWR" 

After  sending  this  telegram  to  Trn» 
dale  he  dictated  the  following  bulletin. 
which  was  immediately  sent  to  all  tl« 
men  who  are  members  of  the  organitf- 
tion: 

The  Bulletin. 
"Dear  Brothers: 

"Bulletin  No.  2  informed  yon  that  onr 
chief  engineer  had  given  us  a  confereort 
for  Wednesday,  September  6,  at  Hobokm. 
N.  J.  We  accordingly  met  Mr.  Ray.  wbo 
positively  refused  to  reinstate  ChainDM 
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Foley.  Acting  Chairman  Durkin  then 
wrote  to  President  Truesdale,  asking  for 
a  conference,  but  he  replied  by  a  refusal 
to  meet  your  committee,  and  stating  that 
your  chairman,  Brother  Foley,  would  not 
be  employed  on  the  D.  L.  ft  W.  railroad 
again  in  any  capacity. 

"We  have  summoned  President  Lowe, 
who  is  here  this  morning,  and  he  has 
wired  President  Truesdale  to  meet  him, 
in  the  hope  of  inducing  President  Trues- 
dale to  give  us  a  square  deal  and  avert 
trouble. 

'Trusting  you  fully  for  your  support  in 
any  event  that  may  possibly  happen,  we 
are 

"Yours  fraternally, 

"M.  W.  DURKIN, 

"Acting  Chairman  for  the  Committee." 
The  letter  which  President  Truesdale 
sent  to  Acting  Chairman  Durkin  contain- 
ing his  refusal  to  see  the  committee  or 
reinstate  Mr.  Foley  follows: 

"September  7,  1911. 
"Mr.  M.  W.  Durkin, 

"Acting  Chairman  of  Committee, 
"Coyne  House,  Scranton,  Pa. 
"Dear  Sir: 

"I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
6th  instant  and  have  carefully  noted 
same. 

"I  am  entirely  familiar  with  the  action 
of  our  chief  engineer  and  other  of  our 
ofBcials  with  reference  to  the  case  of  Sec- 
tion Foreman  M.  J.  Foley,  recently  in  our 
employ,  and  who  has  been  dismissed  from 
the  service  of  the  company. 

"As  I  understand  the  matter,  the  dis- 
missal of  Mr.  Foley  was  wholly  due  to 
his  insubordination,  he  having  been  given 
a  leave  of  absence  by  his  roadmaster  for 
a  few  days,  with  the  understanding  that 
he  should  return  to  work  within  two  or 
three  days.  This  he  did  not  do,  nor  did 
he  send  any  word  to  his  roadmaster.  The 
latter,  however,  later  running  across  him 
at  some  point  on  his  division  called  his 
attention  to  the  fact  and  instructed  him 
to  resume  his  work*  Mr.  Foley  failing  to 
state  that  he  would  do  so,  the  roadmaster 
notified  him  that  unless  he  did  he  would 
be  dismissed  from  the  service  of  the  com- 
pany, whereupon  Mr.  Foley  said  that  he 


was  very  glad,  indeed,  as  that  .was  what 
he  was  seeking  to  bring  about 

"I  understand,  furthermore,  that  at  the 
meeting  with  Mr.  Ray  on  yesterday,  at 
which  your  committee  was  present,  Mr. 
Foley  virtually  admitted  the  circum- 
stances of  his  case  were  as  stated  above. 

"Owing  to  his  leaving  the  service  of 
the  company  at  the  time  of  the  year  when 
his  services  were  most  required  in  con* 
nection  with  large  and  important  work 
the  company  is  carrying  on,  his  action  in 
so  doing,  followed  by  other  circumstances 
which  I  have  stated  above,  constitutes  a 
gross  case  of  insubordination  which  this 
company  does  not,  nor  will  it  overlook. 
Mr.  Foley  cannot  re-enter  our  service  in 
any  capacity,  and  I  see  no  reason  why 
the  time  of  your  committee  or  that  of  my- 
self should  be  taken  up  in  considering 
the  matter  further,  hence  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  appoint  a  time  when  I  can  meet 
your  committee. 

"Yours  truly, 
"W.  H.  TRUESDALE, 
"President 

Foley  Is  Blacklisted. 
The  action  of  the  president  of  the  com- 
pany means  that  Foley  is  blacklisted  as 
far  as  the  D.  L.  ft  W.  company  is  con- 
cerned. You  will  note  that  he  claims  to 
be  familiar  with  the  circumstances  lead- 
ing up  to  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Foley.  Yet 
he  refused  to  meet  a  committee  from  the 
men,  therefore  has  heard  but  one  side  of 
the  controversy,  but  this  seems  to  be 
enough  for  men  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
assuming  an  arrogant  attitude.  In  the 
days  of  old  when  kings  ruled  with  iron 
hand  and  crushed  with  shod  heels,  they 
were  satisfied  with  one  side  of  the  case, 
and  woe  to  him  who  was  reported  as  be- 
ing insubordinate.  Truesdale  condemns 
Foley  before  he  hears  the  young  man's 
story  and  it  is  quite  possible,  to  say  the 
least  that  there  is  as  much  truth  in 
Foley  as  any  of  the  genuflecting  hirelings 
that  are  under  the  nod  and  beck  of  the 
"Walla  Walla"  chief. 

He  Sees  No  Reason  Why. 
Note  again  what  he  say  in  his  letter, 
this    twentieth    century   president   of   a 
railroad,  who  knows  a  lot  abqut  discrlm- 
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inatlon  In  freight  rates:  "MR.  FOLEY 
CANNOT  ENTER  OUR  SERVICE  IN 
ANY  CAPACITY,  AND  I  SEE  NO  REA- 
SON WHY  THE  TIME  OF  THE  COM- 
MITTEE AND  MYSELF  SHOULD  BE 
TAKEN  UP  IN  CONSIDERING  THE 
MATTER.  I  CAN  NOT  CONSENT  TO 
APPOINT  A  TIME  WHEN  I  CAN  MEET 
YOUR  COMMITTEE."  Now,  isn't  that 
evincing  the  proper  spirit?  here  are  ^ 
thousand  men  implicated  in  this  matter, 
and  they  are  quite  as  important  to  the 
success  of  the  road  as  the  big  chief  des- 
pite the  fact  that  he  makes  as  much  in 
one  year  as  the  men  combined  make  in 
one  month.  It  is  -questionable  if  he  does 
not  receive  more  than  the  thousand  men 
whose  representatives  he  refuses  to  meet 
If  he  sees  no  reason  why  the  time  of  him- 
self and  the  committee  should  be  taken  up 
in  thrashing  the  matter  out,  he  is  the 
only  man  outside  of  the  hirelings  of  the 
company  who  is  so  blind. 

Perhaps  he  shares  the  same  sentiment 
that  Morgan  does,  who  is  accused  of  hav- 
ing said  recently:  "God their  souls, 

the  unions  have  got  to  be  wiped  out." 
Truesdale  will  have  to  meet  his  men  or 
he  will  have  one  of  the  worst  strikes  in 
the  history  of  the  country  on  his  hands. 
He  cannot  replace  the  men  who  are  now 
at  work  with  incompetents.  He  cannot 
get  competent  men  to  take  their  places 
either,  because  road  foremen  and  track 
builders  are  a  scarce  commodity  in  the 
labor  market.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  railroad  company  needs  the  men  and 
the  men  need  the  work  obstinacy  should 
not  be  resorted  to  when  the  men  seek  to 
straighten  matters  out.  If  there  is  a 
strike  on  the  road,  and  the  traveling  pub- 
lic placed  in  more  danger,  as  well  as 
those  who  are  employed  on  the  road, 
the  men  will  not  be  to  blame,  because 
they  have  resorted  to  every  known  means 
to  avert  a  strike,  but  they  are  not  going 
to  get  down  and  crawl  like  abject  slaves 
to  suit  the  whims  and  the  fancies  of  in- 
flated, over-estimated  and  over-paid  of- 
ficials of  a  rich  and  bulging  corporation, 
that  paid  something  like  thirty  millions 
of  dollars  In  dividends  last  year. 


He  Was  Misinformed. 
Mr.  Truesdale  has  been  misinformed 
concerning  the  facts  in  the  case  and  if 
he  wanted  to  be  fair  and  agreeable  in  tHe 
matter  he  would  have  found  that  tbe 
factotums  of  the  company  did  not  teD 
him  the  truth.  Foley  did  not  act  Im- 
pudently. He  was  not  insubordinate.  He 
asked  for  a  leave  of  absence  for  a  few 
days  or  until  such  time  as  the  work  dele- 
gated to  him  was  settled.  Cummlngs. 
the  roadmaster,  met  him  at  Alford  and 
informed  him  if  he  did  not  retnm  to 
work  he  would  loose  his  job.  Foley  In 
formed  him  that  he  got  a  leave  of  ab- 
sence to  perform  certain  work  for  the  or- 
ganization and  had  not  finished  It  He 
also  stated  that  if  he  lost  his  position 
that  it  was  Cumings  who  would  discbarge 
him,  and  if  he  was  to  be  discharged,  it 
might  just  as  well  come  then  as  any  time. 
A  day  or  so  afterward  he  was  dismissed 
from  the  service.  Since  then  another 
man  working  on  the  committee  from  El- 
mira  has  been  boosted  out  Truesdale 
does  not  want  this  information  and  if  be 
did  he  would  have  been  gentleman 
enough  to  give  the  committee  an  audience 
without  first  condemning  the  victim  of 
the  discrimination  tactics  resorted  to  on 
the  Lackawanna  road  a  chance  to  be 
heard.  The  meanest  and  lowest  crim- 
inal in  the  country,  is  given  a  chance  to 
be  heard  In  the  criminal  courts  of  the 
land  and  if  he  has  no  money  to  fumisb 
an  attorney  the  state  in  Its  mercy  does  it 
for  him.  But  a  poor  workman  who  acts 
for  the  amelioration  of  the  men  who  are 
companions  with  him  in  his  misery,  Is 
to  be  set  aside  as  you  would  kick  an  rut 
clean  dog,  and  no  redress  given  him.  It's 
a  mean,  unfair  trick,  to  say  the  most  for 
it 

Refuses  to  Meet  President  Lowe. 
PRESIDENT  TRUEJSDALE  REFUSES 
TO  MEET  PRESIDENT  LOWE,  OF 
THE  INTERNATIONAL  BROTHER- 
HOOD OF  MAINTENACE  OF  WAY  EM- 
PUOYES.  HE  WIRED  MR.  LOWE 
THE  FOLLOWING  TEL^XJRAM  LATE 
YESTERDAY  AFTERNOON: 
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"Hoboken  Depot,  N.  J.,  Sept  9,  1911. 
"A.    B.    Lowe,    President    International 
Brotherhood  Maintenance  of  Way  Em- 
ployes, Coyne  House,  Scranton,  Pa. 
"Your  message  received.       See  no  oc- 
casion for  conference  with  you  or  anyone 
else  to  further  consider  the  matter  sub- 
mitted by  Chairman  Durkln,  to  which  I 
gare  final  decision  as  per  my  letter  to 
him  of  7th  inst. 

"W.   H.   TRUESDALB." 

HIS  ANSWER  MEANS  A  STRIKE  ON 
THE  ROAD  IF  THE  INFLUENCE  OF 
THE  CIVIC  FEDERATION  President 
and  the  commissioner  of  labor  is  not 
strong  enough  to  jerk  Truesdale  from  his 
hobby-horse.       — From  the  Scrantonian. 

STRIVING  TO  AVERT 

TRACKMEN'S  STRIKE 

Men  Offer  to  Submir  Matters  in  Dispute 
to  Board  of  Arbitration. 

The  following  letter  which  appeared  in 
the  Sept.  11th  issue  of  The  Tribune-Re- 
publican,  one  of  the  leading  Journal  of 
Scranton,  Pa.,  was  written  by  President 
Lowe  following  his  receipt  of  a  commun- 
ication    from     President    Truesdale,    in 
which  Mr.  Truesdale  refused  to  meet  with 
the  committee  to  discuss  tbe  Foley  case, 
and   his   telegram  to  President  Lowe  de- 
clining  to  meet  him.       President  Lowe, 
who  arrived  in  Scranton  Saturday  morn- 
ing and  at  once  took  charge  of  the  situa- 
tion,  hoped   for  an  audience  with  Pres- 
ident Truesdale,  but  failing,  now  suggests 
arbitration  as  a  last  means  of  averting 
a  suspension  of  work. 

Sept.  10,  1911. 
Mr.   W.    H.  Truesdale,  President  D.  L.  ft 

W.    R.    R.,   26   Exchange   Street,,   New 

York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sir. — Your  telegram  refusing  to 
neet  zne  in  an  effort  to  avert  the  suspen- 
don  of  work  by  your  trackmen  in  re- 
sponse to  a  notice  to  that  effect  by  the 
ommittee  representing  them  has  been  re- 
vived. I  regret  your  position  very  much 
nd  am  writing  you  in  the  hope  you  may 
et  recede  from  it. 


I  will  therefore,  in  a  further  effort  to 
prevent  a  strike  and  the  loss  to  all  parties 
concerned,  the  public  who  patronize  the 
D.  L  ft  W.,  the  company  and  the  em- 
ployees, make  you  the  following  proposi- 
tion. 

Suggests  Arbitration. 

That  you  submit  the  whole  matter  in 
controversy  the  dismissal  of  Foley  and 
comrade,  and  the  schedule  presented  by 
committee  representing  your  trackmen  to 
arbitration,  either  by  the  New  York  State 
Board  of  Arbitration  or  by  arbitrators 
chosen  in  the  usual  way,  one  by  you,  one 
by  the  committee,  the  third  to  be  chosen 
by  these  two  or  failing  to  agree  on  a  third 
the  choice  to  be  left  to  the  president  of 
the  National  Civic  Federation  or  the  Hon- 
orable Ck)mmissioner  of  Labor  Dr.  Charles 
P.  Neill,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  the 
award  of  the  majority  of  the  arbitrators 
to  be  binding  upon  both  parties. 

I  make  this  offer  in  all  good  faith  and 
in  the  earnest  hope  that  you  can  accept 
it  as  an  honorable  method  of  settling 
this  controversy,  with  the  uhderstanding 
that  meantime  Foley  and  other  members 
of  committtee  return  to  their  former 
places  of  employment  until  all  matters  in 
controversy  are  settled  by  the  award. 

In  interest  of  the  innocent  third  party, 
the  general  public,  the  source  of  both  div- 
idends and  wages  who  should  not  be  in- 
convenienced by  an  unnecessary  conflict, 
I  hope  you  may  accept  this  proposition. 
You  need  the  services  of  these  men  and 
they  need  the  employment.  In  the  end 
you  must  come  together  just  for  that  rea- 
son. Why  not  come  together  first  with- 
out the  sinful  folly  of  a  strike  which  en- 
dangers the  lives  of  our  fellow  employees 
in  the  engine  and  train  service  as  well  as 
the  traveling  public,  since  in  case  you 
win,  if  it  can  be  called  winning,  your  only 
gain  will  be  the  loss  of  your  best  men 
who  would  not  work  under  conditions 
which  would  then  prevail.  Refusals  to 
submit  the  controversy  to  a  fair  method 
of  settlement,  by  arbitration,  will  cer- 
tainly place  the  responsibility  for  any  in- 
convenience or  loss  to  the  traveling  pub- 
lic, which  may  ensue,  upon  you. 
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Until  Next  Wednesday. 

To  be  fair  to  you  as  well  as  to  the  men 
I  must  be  entirely  frank  with  you  and 
state  that  unless  I  hear  from  you  on  or 
before  three  p.  m.  Wednesday,  13th  Inst., 
agreeing  to  this  proposition  or  offering  a 
fairer  one,  which  I  pledge  the  committee 
in  advance  to  accept,  but  failing  this  I 
will  sanction  the  request  of  the  committee 
that  they  be  allowed  to  notify  their  com- 
rades to  suspend  work.  I  may  further 
state  that  I  am  informed  by  the  commit- 
tee that  90  per  cent  of  their  comrades 
have  given  them  authority  to  represent 
them  and  to  arrimge  a  schedule  for  them 
and  have  further  promised  them  their 
support  to  the  fullest  extent. 

Most  earnestly  hoping  that  you  will 
consent  to  my  proposition  or  make  one 
to  which  we  can  assent,  and  that  the 
matter  be  submitted  for  settlement  by  a 
method  fair  to  each  and  a  senseless  con- 
flict averted,  I  am,  Tours  sincely, 

A.  B.  Lowe, 
President  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 

Meaning  of  Ultimatum. 

The  fact  that  President  Lowe*s  last  let- 
ter asks  for  an  answer  before  Wednesday 
afternoon  at  3  o'clock,  does  not  mean,  the 
committee  explained,  that  a  strike  order 
will  go  out  at  that  time  if  a  reply  is  not 
received.  International  Vice-President  M. 
J.  Powers,  who  is  also  here,  explained 
that  in  case  a  reply  is  not  received  from 
President  Truesdale  by  that  time  that  the 
committee  would  take  it  to  mean  that 
President  Truesdale  considers  the  dis- 
missal of  Foley  as  a  closed  incident. 

Meanwhile  the  committee,  through 
President  Lowe,  had  written  to  Seth  Low, 
of  New  York,  chairman  of  the  National 
Civic  Federation,  and  to  Labor  Commis- 
sioner Neill,  asking  those  men  to  use  their 
friendly  influence  in  an  effort  to  have 
President  Truesdale  reopen  the  Foley 
case.  Should  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Low  and 
Dr.  Neill  toward  this  end  fall,  and  in  case 
President  Truesdale  does  not  agree  to  ar- 
bitration, the  section  men  of  the  system 
will  then  be  notified  to  be  prepared  to 
put  up  their  tools  and  hand  cars  on  no- 
tice. This  notice  wll  not  be  issued,  how- 
ever, until  after  Wednesday  at  3  p.  m.. 


and  then  only  in  the  event  that  the  pres- 
ent overtures  for  peace  prove  futile. 

The  committee,  headed  by  Acting  Chair- 
man M.  W.  Durkin,  had  expressed  their 
confidence  that  President  Truesdale 
would,  before  passing  judgment,  hear 
both  sides  of  the  case,  but  when  his  let- 
ter stated  specifically  that  he  did  not  want 
his  time  taken  up  further  in  considera- 
tion of  the  case,  the  committee  tamed 
the  whole  affair  over  to  their  interna- 
tional officers. 

LACKAWANNA  TRACKMEN 

ORDERED  OUT 

Demands  That  Are  Made  by  the  Men — 
Position  That  Company  Has  Taken. 

Track  foremen  and  section  men  of  the 
Lackawanna  Company  over  its  entire  sys- 
stem  from  Buffalo  to  Hoboken  have  been 
ordered  by  the  international  officers  of 
the  Brotherhood  of  Maintenance  of  Way 
Employes  to  suspend  work  at  the  end  of 
their  day's  labors  today. 

.The  refusal  of  the  company  to  rein- 
state Matthew  J.  Foley,  section  foreman 
of  this  city,  and  to  grant  the  wage  sched- 
ule and  conditions  demanded  by  the  men, 
resulted  in  President  A.  B.  Lowe  giving 
his  sanction  to  the  strike  last  night. 

Demands  Made  by  Men. 

The  mdn  are  making  the  following  de- 
mands: 

Reinstatement  of  Foreman  M.  J.  Foley 
and  other  members  of  the  scale  commit- 
tee. 

A  ten-hour  day  with  eight  hours  on  Sat- 
urday. 

Time-and-a-half  for  all  work  in  excess 
of  ten  hours  and  for  Sunday  work. 

Promotion  by  seniority,  where  merit 
and  other  qualifications  are  equal. 

Free  transportation  for  foremen  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  current  general  regu- 
lations of  the  company. 

A  full  and  impartial  hearing  for  any 
employe  discharged  he  to  receive  pay  for 
time  lost  if  the  decision  is  that  he  be  re- 
instated. 

Leave   of   absence   and    transportation 
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for  members  of  duly  authorized  commit- 
tees. 

The  new  scale  of  wages,  showing  the 
increases  asked  follow:  Foremen  in  first- 
class  yards,  from  $67  to  $70  to  $77.50  a 
month;  foremen  in  second-class  yards, 
$72.50  a  month.  (There  is  no  such  class 
on  the  Lackawanna  now);  all  other  sec- 
tion foremen,  $65  to  $70  a  month;  fore- 
men of  extra  gangs,  from  $67  and  $70  to 
$80  a  month;  section  men  from  $57.50  to 
$60  to  eighteen  cents  an  hour,  the  first 
man  of  each  gang  to  receive  nineteen 
cents  an  hour. 

The  Official  Strike  Order. 
The  strike  orders  which  affect  more 
than  1,200  men  went  out  last  night  and 
reached  the  men  this  morning  and  this 
afternoon.  Just  how  complete  the  tie-up 
will  be  cannot  be  determined  until  to- 
morrow or  Monday,  but  the  union  officials 
say  it  will  be  practically  complete.  The 
strike  order  follows: 

Order  of  Suspension. 
My  Dear  Brother: 

Your  committee  which  you  authorized 
to  do  business  for  you  have  kept  you  in- 
formed as  to  the  result  of  our  efforts 
through  the  bulletins  sent  you.  Our  last 
bulletin  told  of  our  having  turned  the 
matter  over  to  President  Lowe  who  came 
to  Scranton  Saturday.  He  wired  Pres- 
ident Truesdale  to  give  him  an  interview 
re  the  dismissal  of  your  chairman,  Bro. 
M.  J.  Foley  and  committeemen,  but  the 
president  wired  back  refusing  to  meet 
him  Just  as  he  previously  refused  to  meet 
Acting  Chairman  Durkin  and  committee, 
saying  his  decision  as  to  Foley's  dismissal 
was  final. 

President  Lowe  wrote  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Labor  for  New  York  Stale  and 
also  to  Hon.  Seth  Lowe,  chairman  Civic 
Federation,  asking  the  good  offices  of 
those  gentlemen  to  assist  President  Lowe 
who  was  desirous  of  avoiding  the  neces- 
sity of  sanctioning  a  suspension  of  work. 
If  by  any  honorable  means  he  could  se- 
cure a  peaceable  settlement,  giving  Jus- 
tice to  the  parties  dismissed.  Failing  in 
his  efforts  to  secure  a  square  deal  for 
Chairman  Foley  and  Committee,  we  have 
asked  him  to  authorize  us  to  instruct  you 


to  fulfill  your  promise  and  support  your 
committee  by  suspending  work  until  a 
satisfactory  settlement  of  these  most  ar- 
bitrary and  unjust  dismissals  have  been 
effected  and  a  schedule  secured  which 
will  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  injus- 
tice and  give  us  the  same  rights  and  priv- 
ileses  which  other  employes  enjoy. 

You  will  therefore  on  Saturday  evening, 
September  16,  or  as  soon  after  as  you  re- 
cieve  this  note,  place  your  hand-car  and 
tool?  in  your  carhouse  or  tool  box,  give 
the  keys  of  same  and  your  switch  keys  to 
the  nearest  station  agent,  taking  his  re- 
ceipt for  the  same,  and  notifying  your 
roadmaster  you  are  not  on  duty  and  will 
not  be  until  notified  by  your  committee 
over  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  a 
satisfactory  settlement  has  been  made. 
See  your  neighboring  gangs,  east  and 
west,  so  all  may  know  and  act  on  this 
notice  promptly.  Notify  your  president. 
A.  B.  Lowe,  general  delivery,  Scranton, 
Pa.,  as  soon  as  you  quit  work,  and  do  all 
you  honorably  and  legally  can  to  bring 
about  a  speedy  settlement.  We  only  want 
a  square  deal  and  we  expect  the  support 
of  every  trackman  on  the  ss^stem  in  our 
efforts  to  secure  Justice  to  all. 

We  are  yours  fraternally. 

Approved— A.  B.  LOWE,  Pres.  I.  B.  M. 
W.  B. 

M.  W.  Durkin,  M.  J.  Foley,  Fred  Kim- 
ball, Grove  C.  Ernest,  Committee. 

Accompanying  the  strike  order  was  a 
letter  to  the  men  from  President  Lowe. 
The  letter  follows: 

Letter  of  President  Lowe. 

"Sept.  16,  191L 

"Dear  Brothers: 

"The  accompanying  notice  to  suspend 
work  will  inform  you  that  all  my  efforts 
to  secure  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  your 
controversy  by  peaceful  methods  have 
failed.  Honorable  Mr.  Williams,  Commis- 
sioner of  Labor  for  New  York  State,  sent 
Deputy  Downey  promptly  to  assist  in  the 
matter  and  along  with  him  I  went  to  New 
York,  where  accompanied  by  Colonel 
Regan,  of  the  Labor  Bureau,  they  inter- 
viewed President  Truesdale  but  found 
him  obstinate  in  his  refusal  to  give  you 
men  a  voice  in  the  sale  of  your  labor  or 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


728 


THE  ADVANCE.  ADVOCATE. 


in  the  conditions  under  which  your  labor 
should  be  performed.  He  also  endorsed 
the  dismissal  of  your  committeemen. 
Th^y  also  called  upon  Mr.  Ray,  being  de- 
sirous of  leaving  nothing  undone  that 
was  possible  in  the  interests  of  a  peace- 
ful and  honorable  settlement,  but  with- 
out avail. 

"All  being  done  in  that  direction  that 
can  be  at  the  present  time,  it  remains  for 
me  to  sanction  the  request  of  your  com- 
mittee to  ask  you  to  support  them  in  their 
efforts  to  secure  a  schedule  giving  living 
wages  and  protection  against  such  unjust 
dismissals  as  your  committee  has  been 
subjected  to.  I  believe  these  dismissals 
are  really  because  they  have  served  you 
faithfully.  They  have  sent  out  a  call  for 
your  promised  support  It's  up  to  you. 
The  controversy  is  yours.  If  you  act  like 
men  in  the  support  of  your  committee, 
the  grand  lodge  will  do  all  in  its  power  to 
assist  you  to  an  honorable  settlement.  Act 
like  law-abiding  citizens,  keep  away  from 
trains  and  traffic,  and  do  nothing  to  lose 
the  respect,  support  and  sympathy  of  the 
general  public.  We  will  not  sanction  any 
lawlessness  or  resort  to  violence.  Inform 
your  neighbors  and  the  press  of  the  rea- 
son for  the  suspension  of  work,  namely 
the  refusal  of  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  of- 
ficials to  deal  with  your  committee  in  re- 
gard to  your  proposed  schedule  of  work- 
ing rules  and  rates  of  pay,  such  as  the 
men  in  the  engine  and  train  service  en- 
Joy,  and  as  your  strongest  protest  against 
what  you  believe,  these  unjust  dismissals. 

"Don't  quit,  unless  you  mean  to  stay 
quit  until  a  settlement  satisfactory  to 
your  committee  has  been  secured,  and 
don't  take  any  stock  in  the  fairy  tales  of 
any  officials.  Your  committee  from  time 
to  time  will  give  you  reliable  information 
by  means  of  bulletins,  and  assuring  you 
that  the  matter  is  entirely  in  your  own 
hands  and  trusting  you  will  redeem  fully 
your  promise  of  support  to  your  commit- 
tee, I  am  yours.  Fraternally, 

"A.  B.  Lowe, 
"President  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 

To  Open  Headquarters. 
The  members  of  the  grievance  commit- 
tee   left    for   the    various    divisions    last 


night  and  headquarters  will  be  establish- 
ed at  some  central  point  on  each  division. 
Main  headquarters  will  be  retained  in 
Scranton  and  will  be  in  cliarge  of  Pres- 
ident Lowe  and  Vice-President  M.  J. 
Powers. — From  "The  Scranton  Troth,- 
September  16,  Scranton,  Pa. 

NEW  OFFER  TO  ARBITRATE 

IS  SENT  BY   TRACKMEN 

Deputy  Labor  Commissioner  Downey  to 
Wait  on  President  Tniesdale  With 
Proposition  to  Consider  Foley  Case 
Separately  and  to  Take  Up  Question 
of  Wage  Scale. 

P.  J.  Downey,  deputy  commissioner  of 
the  New  York  state  department  of  labor, 
came  to  Scranton  yesterday  momins  and 
spent  the  day  and  early  evening  in  con- 
ference with  President  Lowe  of  the  track- 
men's organization,  and  Vice-President  M. 
J.  Powers.  Mr.  Downey  will  go  to  New 
York  this  morning  to  confer  with  Pres- 
ident Truesdale,  of  the  Lackawanna,  and 
to  make  another  effort  to  induce  him  to 
agre^  to  an  arbitration  of  the  trackmen's 
demands.  The  offer  to  make  a  separate 
issue  of  the  Foley  case  will  be  carried 
to  President  Truesdale  by  Mr.  Downey. 
The  trackmen's  leaders  expect  to  set  an 
answer  to  Mr.  Downey's  message  some 
time  tonight. 

Although  the  strike  order  was  issued 
Saturday,  it  really  goes  into  effect  at  7 
o'clock  this  morning,  the  hour  at  which 
the  trackmen  are  supposed  to  report  for 
duty.  General  Superintendent  T.  S. 
Clark,  of  the  Lackawanna  said  yesterday 
afternoon  that  reports  received  by  him 
indicated  that  not  more  than  one-third  of 
the  trackmen  would  obey  the  strike  calL 
He  declared  that  the  railroad  oomxMO&y 
is  prepared  to  meet  any  situation  that 
may  arise  and  to  safeguard  its  property 
and  right  of  way. 

President  Lowe  and  Vice-President 
Powers  announced  at  9  o'clock  last  ni^t 
that  fully  ninety  per  cent  of  the  track- 
men will  remain  away  from  work  this 
morning. 

Vice-President  Powers  left  here  ia^ 
night  for  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  he    will 
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conduct  a  meeting  of  the  trackmen  today. 
Mr.  Powers  will  continue  on  a  trip  over 
the  lines  of  the  Lackawanna,  visiting  all 
the  lodges  of  the  brotherhood.  President 
Lowe  will  remain  In  this  city,  and  with 
the  members  of  the  local  grievance  com- 
mittee will  maintain  headquarters  at  the 
Coyne  house.  In  all  the  orders  issued  to 
the  men,  and  in  all  the  advices  sent  tO 
them,  the  oflBcers  of  the  union  have  urged 
that  the  men  on  strike  be  law  abiding 
and  remain  away  from  the  property  of 
the  company. 

A.  B.  Lowe,  president  of  the  Intern- 
ational Brotherhood  of  Maintenance-of- 
Way  Employes,  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
strike  situation,  last  night  issued  the  fol- 
lowing statement,  giving  to  the  public  the 
trackmen's  side  of  the  case: 

"The  strike  on  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  is 
<;aused  by  the  refusal  of  that  rich  com- 
pany to  grant  a  fair  schedule  of  rules 
and  rates  of  pay  to  the  track  section  fore- 
men and  section  men  In  the  maintenance- 
of-way  department.  Also  what  we  con- 
sider the  unfair  and  arbitrary  dismissal 
of  the  chairman  of  the  men's  committee 
and  the  refusal  to  give  him  a  fair  and 
impartial  hearing  or  to  reinstate  him.  tn 
an  alleged  investigation  by  Chief  Engi- 
neer Ray  and  Roadmaster  Cummings,  the 
road  master,  who  is  said  to  have  dis- 
missed Chairman  Foley,  was  not  present, 
hence  the  unfairness  of  the  investigation 
The  accuser,  certainly,  if  the  case  is  an 
honest  one,  should  not  shrink  from  meet- 
ing the  accused,  and  if  Mr.  Ray  had  beeii 
as  anxious  to  deal  fairly  as  he  seems  to 
have  been  to  find  a  pretext  for  dismiss- 
ing Foley,  he  would  have  Insisted  on  the 
roadmaster  being  present. 

"Owing  to  the  great  increase  in  the 
cost  of  living,  the  need  of  an  Increase 
in  wages  to  meet  it  must  be  apparent 
to  all.  The  Increase  in  the  cost  of  living 
is  acknowledged  to  be  about  forty  per 
cent  In  the  last  four  or  five  years,  but 
in  spite  of  this  the  wages  on  the  D.,  L.  & 
W.  have  increased  but  little.  The  fore- 
men received  an  increase  of  about  5  per 
cent,  the  section  men  less  still,  and  this 
for  a  company  so  abundantly  able  to  pay 
living  wages.  The  wage  of  a  section 
foreman  now  is  |57.50,  the  minimum,  and 


$65,  the  maximum.  The  section  man'^ 
wages  is  $1.50  a  day  in  summer,  and  in 
winter  it  is  reduced  10  per  cent  by  re- 
ducing the  number  of  working  hours 
from  ten  to  nine,  and  then  the  pay  is 
$1.35  a  day.  Just  think  of  it.  A  man 
to  support  a  family,  feed,  clothe  and  edu- 
cate his  children  and  himself  and  his 
wife,  to  work  in  any  and  every  kind  of 
weather  of  our  fall  and  winter  months 
for  $1.35  a  day!  Is  it  not  inhuman?  Is 
it  any  wonder  the  men  are  dissatisfied 
or  any  wonder  they  are  willing  to  make 
sacrifices  to  remedy  such  a  bad  state  of 
affairs? 

"President  Truesdale  says  there*  is  no 
dissatisfaction  except  what  outsiders, 
like  myself,  not  employes,  are  trying  to 
engineer.  My  offer  to  submit  the  wage 
scale  to  arbitration  must  surely  show  him 
that  I  am  sincere  in  my  desire  to  avoid 
strife.  I  can't  help  wondering  if  he  were 
in  these  men's  places  would  he  be  satis- 
fied. I  wonder.  These  men  have  wives 
and  children  just  as  dear  to  them  as  Uls 
are  to  him  or  as  those  of  any  ofllclal  or 
director  of  the  road.  Could  they  rest 
satisfied  with  a  condition  that  reduced 
them  to  the  necessity  of  providing  for  all 
their  wants  at  $1.35  a  day?    I  wonder. 

"I  have  been  a  trackman  since  I  was 
17  years  of  age.  I  know  the  responsi- 
bility resting  upon  these  men,  and.  the 
hardships  they  undergo  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  every-day  duties.  In  sum- 
mer we  stand  over  the  blazing  hot  steel 
rails  and  the  burning  ballast.  In  fall  wd 
face  the  chilliest  raines,  and  the  worse 
the  weather  the  more  important  and 
necessary  it  is  that  we  should  be  at  our 
posts  daily  and  always  in  times  of  fierce 
storm;  nightly  inspecting  our  tracks, 
watching  for  washouts,  landslides,  for 
spreading  rails,  defective  rails,  and  any 
and  every  of  the  hundred  and  one  duties 
of  a  trackman.  And  this  for  $1.35  a  day! 
I  wonder  If  Mr.  Truesdale  would  be  satis- 
fied were  he  a  section  man  or  even  a  sec- 
tion foreman,  who  gets  only  $57.50  to  $60 
a  month.  Would  he  be  satisfied  or  would 
he  be  an  energetic  striker?    I  wonder! 

"Here  is  an  actual  instance  of  what 
happen3.  A  train  is  stuck  in  the  snow 
or  detained  by  a  wreck,  a  landslide  or 
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a  washout.  After  nine  hours,  or  what- 
ever constitutes  their  day,  the  engine 
and  train  crew  of  the  detained  train 
draw  overtime.  It  may  be  a  night  of 
pouring  rain,  but  no  matter  how  hard  the 
storm.  President  Truesdale  knows  that 
these  men  have  never  once  flinched  from 
the  service,  no  matter  how  many  hours 
they  may  have  been  in  service  contin- 
uouFly. 

No  Overtime  for  Workers. 

"The  engineer  and  fireman  in  the  cab, 
the  conductor  and  his  brakeman  in  the 
van,  go  peacefully  to  sleep,  drawing  over- 
time* wnilc  they  slumber,  while  the  fore- 
men digging  the  train  out  of  the  snow  or 
picking  up  the  wreck  receive  nothing  for 
their  labor.  Does  any  man,  does  Pres- 
ident Truesdale,  think  these  men  are  not 
dissatisfied?  They  would  not  be  fit  to 
safeguard  the  lives  of  the  traveling  pub- 
lic, nor  could  they  do  it  with  the  freedom 
from  accident  which  the  road  enjoys, 
thanks  to  their  skill  and  care,  if  they 
had  not  sense  enough  to  realize  the  in- 
justice with  which  they  are  being  treated. 

**We  claim  the  same  right  to  put  a 
price  on  our  labor  as  the  Delaware,  Lack- 
awanna and  Western  to  put  a  price  on 
the  transportation  it  sells.  I  paid  $32 
for  a  ticket  from  St.  Louis  to  New  York 
and  I  paid  it  without  any  dickering.  If  I 
Hadn't  the  agent  would  soon  have  told 
me  to  plank  down  my  $32  or  else  that 
"the  walking  was  good."  We  have  just 
the  same  right  to  put  a  fair  price  on  our 
labor  and  say  to  the  Delaware,  Lackawan- 
na and  Western,  "If  you  don't  pay  it  you 
can  tal'e  the  pick,  shovel  and  tamping 
bar,  for  the  tamping  is  good.* 

*'No  one  detests  strikes  more  than  I, 
and  I  can  truly  say  I  never  sanctioned 
ciie  until  every  means  of  securing  a  set- 
tlement by  arbitration  has  been  turned 
down.  In  this  case  I  made  President 
Truesdale  a  fair  offer  of  arbitrating  the 
controversy  and  pledged  myself  to  ac- 
cept a  fairer  proposition  if  he  could  make 
one.  Not  until  this  and  the  mediation  of 
tbe  New  York  State  Board  of  Arbitration 
had  been  turned  down  did  I  sanction  the 
request  of  the  committee  to  suspend 
work.     But  I   did  it  with  a  clear  con- 


science, and  my  only  regret  is  that  the 
official  method  of  dealing  with  the  pro- 
jiosed  schedule  presented  by  a  represent- 
ative committee  of  the  trackmen  and  the 
dismissal  of  Comrade  Foley  on  flimsy 
pretexts  and  without  a  fair  investigation 
left  me  no  other  course.  The  president 
of  an  organization  who  would  not  pro- 
tect his  members  in  such  a  case  would  be 
as  unworthy  of  otflce  as  one  who  wouM 
rush  them  into  a  strike  before  all  honor 
able  means  of  procuring  a  peaceful  set- 
tlement had  failed.  And  when  our  orotii- 
erhood  fails  to  back  me  up  under  sucH 
condition  as  have  been  imposed  on  us  on 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  aud  Western 
they  will  have  an  early  opportunity  to 
select  another  president. 

"Briefly,  the  causes  leading  up  to  the 
present  situation  are:  The  refusal  of  the 
officials  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawftona 
and  Western  to  concede  any  of  the  re- 
quests of  their  trackmen  as  presented  by 
a  representative  committee,  these  re- 
quests asking  for  a  set  of  working  rules 
fair  to  the  company  as  well  as  w  the 
trackmen  and  precisely  similar  to  those 
which  the  men  in  the  engine  and  train 
service  enjoy,  and  a  fair  increase  in  the 
rate  of  pay  to  meet  the  increase  in  the 
cost  of  living. 

"The  representative  committee  which 
prnstnted  the  schedule  was  composed  ot 
five  men—M.  J.  Foley,  of  this  city,  heinf 
chairman.  When  Chief  Engineer  RaT 
refused  to  concede  the  slightest  partick 
of  any  condition  or  rates  asked  for  hr 
the  men,  each  committeeman  visited  h^ 
own  district  to  explain  what  had  taken 
place  in  the  interview  with  Mr.  Ray,  m^ 
to  receive  further  instructions.  Whil« 
engaged  in  this  work  Chairman  Fole? 
met  his  superior,  Roadmaster  Cummins 
who  inquired  what  he  was  doing,  and  os 
being  told,  informed  Mr.  Foley  that  he 
was  liable  to  dismissal  unless  he  return^ 
at  once  to  work-  Foley  had  asked  fcr 
leave  of  absence  until  the  work  assigned 
him  ly  his  comrades  was  finished,  b« 
when  told  by  Mr.  Cummings  that  he  «^ 
liable  to  be  dismissed  for  doing  what  ^ 
¥x  ley,  deemed  his  duty  by  his  comradei 
he   replied : 
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What  Cummings  Said. 

"'Well,  if  I  am  to  be  dismissed  it  is 
you  who  will  do  it,  and  if  so  you  should 
give  me  something  to  show  It/  Mr.  Cum- 
mings' reply  was,  *No,  if  there  is  any  dis- 
missing it  will  come  from  Hoboken/  &v1t 
they  parted  apparently  good  friends. 

"This  is  Chairman  Foley's  statement  of 
what  actually  occurred,  and  on  which 
an  attempt  is  being  made  to  prove  a 
serious  case  of  insubordination. 

"Immediately  on  learning  that  Foley 
was  dismissed  the  other  members  of  the 
committee,  under  Vice-Chairman  Durkln, 
asked  General  Superintendent  T.  E. 
Clarke  for  an  interview.  They  were  re- 
fused, but  through  Mr.  Clarke  they  se- 
cured another  interview  with  Chief  Engi- 
neer Ray,  who  refused  to  reinstate  Foley. 
Tney  then  appealed  to  President  Trues- 
dale,  believing  they  were  entitled  to  be 
heard  by  the  highest  official  of  the  road, 
being  employes  with  a  general  grievance. 
Again   they    were    refused    a   hearing. 

a  hey  then  turned  the  matter  over  to 
me  and  I  came  at  once  from  Cincinnati, 
where  I  was  engaged  with  the  committee 
of  maintenance  of  way  men  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati, Hamilton  and  Dayton  road.  Ar- 
riving here  I  learned  the  above  facts 
from  the  committee.  I  wired  to  Pres- 
ident Truesdale  asking  him  to  meet  me, 
but  he  refused. 

Arbitration  Offer  Refused. 
"I  then  wrote  President  Truesdale,  re- 
viewing the  situation  and  proposing  that 
all  matters  in  controversy  be  referred  to 
arbitration,  either  before  arbitrators 
chosen  in  the  regular  way  or  by  submit- 
ting the  matter  to  the  arbitration  of  the 
New  York  state  labor  bureau.  I  further 
pledged  myself  to  accept  in  advance  for 
the  committee  any  fairer  proposition 
which  he  might  make,  ,but  President 
Truesdale  declined  the  proposal.  I  then 
appealed  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Williams,  labor 
commissioner  for  New  York  state,  wno 
sent  Deputy  Commissioner  P.  J.  Downey 
to  this  city.  Mr.  Downey  heard  the  com- 
mittee's statement  and  my  own  and  re- 
turning   to    New    York    interviewed  Mr. 


Truesdale  and  Mr.  Ray,  but  without  any 
effect. 

Having  exhausted  all  mean  at  my  dis- 
posal and  having  been  requested  by  the 
committee  who  assured  me  that  they  had 
the  written  authority  of  ninety  per  cent 
of  their  comrades  to  push  the  matter  to 
an  issue,  I  reluctantly  sanctioned  their 
request  that  they  be  permitted  to  call 
upon  their  comrades  to  suspend  work. 
The  suspension  was  to  become  effective 
Saturday  evening,  giving  thirty-six  hours 
in  which  usually  no  work  is  done  and 
during  which  time  Mr.  Truesdale,  had  he 
been  so  inclined,  could  have  made  some 
fair  proposition,  such  as  I  have  made  to 
him  and  which  would  have  averted  any 
real  suspension  and  allowed  everybody  to 
resume  their  usual  occupations  at  7 
o'clock  Monday  morning. 

Not  Yet  Too  Late. 

"I  am  writing  this  at  9  o'clock  Sun- 
day night,  and  nothing  would  please  me 
»iiore  than  to  be  called  at  any  time  to- 
night tp  hear  and  entertain  favorably  any 
fair  proposition  which  would  restore  to 
the  tracks  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
ond  Western  the  men  whose  skill  andj 
fidelity  have  so  well  safeguarded  the  lives 
o*  the  road's  p^Jtrons. 

"I  notice  General  Superintendent 
Clarke  says  they  are  having  the  road 
patrolled  by  special  watchmen,  armed, 
I  suppose,  which,  by  the  way,  is  a  very 
frank  admission  that  the  guardians  of 
the  t»'ack  are  not  on  duty. 

"I  trust  the  management  of  the  Del- 
aware, I^ckawanna  and  Western  will  s6e 
the  folly  of  forcing  this  strike  upon  a 
class  of  workmen,  who,  although  not 
much  in  the  limelight,  give  as  faithful 
and  efficient  service  as  any  man  In  the 
company's  employ,  and  that  the  old  spike 
maul  and  gauge  will  replace  the  arms 
of  the  watchmen,  to  the  manifest  advan- 
tage of  all  concerned. 

"(Signed)   A.  B.  Lowe, 
"Pres.  I.  B.  M.  W.  B." 

From  The  Tribune-Republican,  Scranton, 
Pa.,  Sept  18th. 
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Chief  Ray  Declines  Last  Move  to  Bring 
About  End  of  Strike  on  the  Lacka- 
wanna—Men  Going  Out  All  Along  the 
Line. 

"Unable  to  have  Mr.  Ray  consider  any 
proposition  for  settlement  or  arbitration." 

This  is  the  telegram  received  by  A.  B. 
Lowe,  in  charge  of  the  trackmen's  strike 
on  the  Lackawanna  railroad  at  11  o'clock 
this  morning  from  P.  J.  Downey,  of  the 
New  York  department  of  labor,  after  Mr. 
Downey  made  a  final  effort  yesterday  af- 
ternoon to  get  the  railroad  to  agree  to  ar- 
bitrate. 

"It  is  what  I  expected,"  said  President 
Lowe,  "and  confirms  my  belief  that  the 
L-ackawanna  wants  to  force  its  men  into 
a  strike.  Our  men  are  responding  better 
than  the  committee  hoped,  and  we  are  en- 
couraged." 

The  strike  continued  to  spread  last 
night  and  today.  Silence  is  the  policy  of 
the  company  with  respect  to  the  situa- 
tion, except  for  denials  in  general  that 
the  strike  amounts  to  anything.  Living 
proof  that  there  Is  a  strike  was  at  hand 
In  the  offices  of  President  Lowe,  where 
every  few  minutes  track  foremen  from 
the  Immediate  vicinity  came  In  to  report 
that  they  and  their  men  are  out. 

From  the  track  foremen  In  the  field 
President  Lowe  received  and  read  to  vis- 
itors at  the  Coyne  House  reports  showing 
that  the  strike  is  of  considerable  extent 

Letters  to  Governors. 
President  Lowe,  of  the  trackmen,  sent 
letters  to  the  governors  of  Pennsylanvia. 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  asking  that 
they  use  their  efforts  in  bringing  about  a 
settlement  of  the  strike.  The  Lackawan- 
na passes  through  the  three  states  and 
men  In  each  state  are  on  strike.  In  his 
letters  President  Lowe  goes  over  the 
causes  leading  up  to  the  strike  and  asks 
that  the  governors  do  anything  in  their 
power  to  bring  about  a  fair  settlement. 
President  Lowe  has  also  notified  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  his  union  of  his 
sanctioning  of  the  strike  and  similar  no- 
tifications have  been  sent  to  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  and  the  labor 


bodies  along  the  lines  of  the  Lackawanna. 

So  far  as  the  strike  has  gone  it  is  re^ 
markable  for  the  restraint  of  the  strikersL 
Not  an  offense  has  been  committed.  That 
the  men  are  orderly  is  admitted  by  the 
company. 

Praise  for  Men. 

The  control  of  the  leaders  over  the 
men  has  been  such  as  to  elicit  the  fol- 
lowing praise  from  the  department  of 
commerce  and  labor,  of  New  York  state: 

Albany,  September  18, 1911. 
Mr.  A.  B.  Lowe,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Dear  Sir: — In  response  to  your  letter  of 
September  15,  addressed  to  Messrs.  Dow- 
ney and  Reagan,  enclosing  copies  of  strike' 
order,  I  beg  to  say,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Dow- 
ney, whom  you  have  probably  seen  since 
your  letter  was  sent,  that  I  requested 
him  to  return  to  Scranton,  and  he  has 
wired  me  of  the  further  refusal  of  the 
D.  L.  ft  W.  railroad  official^  to  agree  on 
terms  of  settlement  proposed  by  Mr.  Dow- 
ney. 

I  commend  the  tone  of  your  circular  in 
ordering  the  men  to  refrain  from  any  law- 
lessness and  assure  you  that  a  firm  con- 
trol of  the  men  to  prevent  illegal  acts 
will  do  much  to  assist  in  securing  a 
prompt  adjustment  of  the  difficulty. 
Respectfully, 

William  C.  Rodgebs. 
Chief  Mediator  and  Second  Deputy,  N.Y 

D.  of  L. 

President  Lowe  issued  the  following 
address  to  the  men  this  morning;  it  will 
be  printed   in   English  and  Italian: 

Scranton,  Pa..  Sept.  19th,  1911- 
To  the  Trackmen  of  the  D.,  L.  &  W. 

Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers:— I  write  yoi 
this  morning  partly  to  let  you  know  bo* 
promptly  and  effective  has  been  the  ai^' 
swer  you  have  made  to  the  call  made  np* 
on  you  by  your  committee  to  suspend 
work,  and  also  to  reply  to  the  letters  tba^ 
have  come  to  me  from  so  many,  tellio? 
that  they  have  responded  to  the  call,  that 
it  would  take  up  a  great  deal  of  time  to 
answer  them  separately.  I  therefore  s€n<^ 
you  this  circular  and  will  ask  each  one 
who  has  written  to  pae  to  consider  this 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE   ADVANCE   ADVOCATE. 


733 


as  my  personal  answer  to  his  welcome 
letter.  The  news  from  all  parts  of  the 
line  is  even  better,  I  am  glad  to  inform 
you,  than  the  committee  led  to  me  to 
expect,  and  is  all  the  more  gratifying  on 
that  account.  Trackmen,  without  regard 
to  whether  they  have  membership  in  the 
organization  or  not,  are  making  common 
cause,  and  all  have  suspended  work  for 
the  same  purpose,  namely,  to  secure  fair 
working  rules,  giving  protection  from  in- 
justice and  a  living  rate  of  pay.  $1.35  per 
day  is  just  as  small  to  a  non-union  man 
as  it  is  to  a  union  man;  f 57.50  per  month 
or  even  $65.00  or  $70.00  is  too  small  pay 
for  one  occupying  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  a  section  or  yard  foreman,  and 
working  all  night,  -as  the  foremen  are 
abliged  to  do  without  a  cent  of  pay  for 
overtime,  is  felt  to  be  an  injustice  by  a 
non-uniofi  man  just  as  strongly  as  his 
union  brother,  and  both  protest  against 
the  injustice.  We  are  trying  to  improve 
conditions  for  all  without  regard  to  their 
union  afQliations,  being  united  in  a  com- 
mon effort,  by  a  common  misery,  to  make 
conditions  better  for  all.  I  commend  you 
for  the  law-abiding  manner  in  which  you 
are  conducting  the  strike,  and  which  is 
gaining  you  the  respect  and  sympathy  of 
the  public.  Continue  the  same  line  in 
which  you  have  begun,  use  every  lawful 
method  to  induce  any  who  may  be  brought 
in  to  replace  you  to  see  the  wrong  they 
are  doing  themselves  as  well  as  you.  The 
strike  will  be  called  off  the  moment  the 
officials  have  agreed  to  arbitration  or  any 
fair  method  of  settling  the  controversy, 
with  a  guarantee  of  a  fair  and  impartial 
hearing,  to  the  dismissed  committee.  I 
will  keep  you  posted  by  frequent  bulle- 
tins, but  the  matter  is  in  your  own  hands 
and  you  can  achieve  success  by  staying 
quit  until  a  satisfactory  settlement  has 
been  made. 

Yours  fraternally, 
(Signed)  A.  B.  Lowe, 

President,  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 

Vice-President  Powers  and  the  commit- 
teemen representing  the  union  report  that 
company  spotters  and  detectives,  who  are 


part  of  the  company's  system  of  espion- 
age, are  constantly  on  the  trail  of  the 
men.— From  "The  Scranton  Times",  Se;^t 
19. 

An  Amusing  Incident. 


An  amusing  incident  grew  out  of  the 
strike  situation  yesterday  afternoon  when 
President  Lowe  received  a  letter  addressed 
to  himself  as  president  of  the  Lackawana 
railroad.  It  was  an  offer  to  furnish  guards, 
and  read  as  follows: 

Pittsburg,  Pa,,   Sept.   18.   1911. 
President   A.    B.    Ix>we, 
Delaware,   Lackawanna  &   Western  R.   R.   Co.. 

Scranton,  Pa. 
Dear  Sir:  This  service  Is  In  a  position  to 
furnish  guards  for  your  railroad  trouble.  Can 
refer  you  to  Thomas  A.  McQualde,  superinten- 
dent of  police  in  this  city,  as  to  our  reliability. 
Will  have  ou^  representatives  call  on  you. 
should  you  desire.  Would  be  grateful  If  you 
would  file  this  letter  in  the  office  of  the  proper 
official  of  the  road  for  further  reference.  We 
have  all  the  facilities  for  acting  as  an  employ- 
ment bureau  for  your  company  in  this  com- 
munity with  a  population  of  more  than  T.OOO.OOO 
people. 

Very   respectfully, 
McGOVBRN    DETECTIVE    SERVICE. 

President  Lowe  Is  a  rugged  Scotchman, 
over  six  feet  tall,  and  has  a  great  fund  of 
humor.  He  thought  that  it  was  a  good 
Joke  and  to  rectify  the  mistake  he  sent  the 
letter  to  President  Truesdale,  supplementing 
the  explanation  with  a  naive  request  that 
the  railroad  join  him  In  getting  rid  of  the 
guards  employed  by  the  company  and  put- 
ting in  their  places  the  "old  reliable"  track- 
men.    This  letter  was  as  follows: 

COYNE   HOUSE. 

Scranton.   Pa.,   Sept   19,   1911. 
Mr.   Wm.    H.    Truesdale, 

President  D.,   L.   &  W.   R.   R.   Co., 
90  West  St..    New    York,   N.   Y. 

Sir:  1  do  not  know  whether  you  ore  fond  of 
a  joke,  but  if  you  are  this  will  appeal  to  your 
sense  of  humor.  I  enclose  a  card  which  hai* 
been  sent  to  me,  addressing  me  as  the  presi- 
dent of  the  D.,  Li.  &  W.  R.  R.  The  letter  be- 
gins: "Dear  Sir — ^This  service  is  in  a  position 
to  furnish  guards  for  your  railroad  trouble.'* 
and  goes  on  to  solicit  an  order  from  me  in 
connection  with  my  supposed  trouble  as  presi- 
dent  of  the  road.     I  enclose  you  his  card. 

May  I  suggest.  Mr.  President,  that  you  sug- 
gest a  means,  as  you  do  not  accept  my  method 
or  Deputy  Commissioner  Downey's,  by  which 
you  can  be  relieved  of  those  guards  and  g'>t 
back  to  the  old  reliable?  I  need  not  give  you 
any  further  assurance  that  anything  I  can  do 
to  assist  in  a  settlement,  honorable  to  all  con- 
cerned, is  at  your  service  and  that  of  your 
track    employes.      I    am 

Yours   truly, 

A.   B.   LOWE. 

"What  brilliant  detectives  they  must  be," 
lauglilngly  commented  the  union's  chief  as 
he  sealed  the  letter  to  President  Truesdale. 


•O— 


A    Possible    Reason. 

Teacher — If  I  were  to  stand  on  my 
head  the  blood  would  run  into  it.  Why 
does  it  not  run  into  my  feet?" 

Litlo  Girl— Coz  they  ain't  empty. 

She  had  to  stay  in  at  recess. 
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NOTICE    OF    REGULAR    ASSESSMENT    NO.  178, 
DUE    OCTOBER    1,    1911 


OFFICE  OF  GRAND  LODGE, 

Vanol  Building, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  October  1,  1911., 


In  accordance  with  Section  1. 
Article  XIV,  of  the  Constitution. 
Regular  Assessment  No.  VIS  is  due 
October  1,  1911,  payable  not  loter 
than  November  5,  1911.  All  who 
were  members  of  the  Insurance 
Department  prior  to  Oct.  5, 1911. 
are  required  to  pay  this  assessment 
on  or  before  November  5, 1911. 


The  following  rates  will  apply  from  January  1,  1909.  All  certificates 
issued  prior  to  January  1,  1909,  will  remain  in  full  force  and  efifcct  at 
the  same  rates  as  heretofore. 


On  1600  Certtflcatei. 

From  18  to  35  years  of  age  SO  ccnti 

"  35  "  40      "  "    60    " 

"  40  "  45      "  *"    75    " 

"  45  "  50      "  "    $1.00 

On  11.000  CerUflcates. 

From  18  to  35  years  of  age $100 

"     35  "  40     "        "      1^ 

"     40  "  45     "        "      1-^ 


On  «250  Certificates. 

1 

ron 

1  18  to  21  years 

of 

age  25  cents. 

tt 

21  "  25      " 

"    30 

u 

ti 

25  "  30      " 

"    35 

i( 

« 

30  "  35      " 

"    40 

u 

u 

35  "  40     " 

"    45 

i 

tt 

40  "  45      " 

"    50 

u 

n 

45  "  50     " 

"    55 

t         1 

« 

50  "  55      " 

"    60 

1 

Fraternally  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 


/grand  SEC.-TR6AS. 

Hake  all  Money  Orders  and  Drafts  payable  to  SAMUEL  1  Pig? 
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For  Any  $5.00  Article 
Pay  11/2  Cents  Per  Day 


You  have  no  idea  what  beantiful  thinsrs  a 
little  money  can  buy  until  you  sret  ournew 
Barcrain  Book. 

There  are  over  3,000  new-style  thinsrs  for 
the  home  pictured  in  this  one  book.     We 
l>onfirht  them  from  hard-up  makers.     They 
are  overstocks  which  someone  had  to  sell. 
We  srot  them  at  auction  prices.  We  sell  them 
by  mail  for  as  low  as  half  what  the  same 
thinsrs  cost  in  stores. 
In  this  book  there  are: 
Chairs  as  low  as  63c. 
Stoves  as  low  as  89c 
Tables  for  S1.4S  and  up. 
Lace  Curtains  at  69c  per  pair. 
So  on  with  3.000  beautiful  thinsrs.    Every 
price  that  we  quote  will  amaze  you. 

Pay  With  Pennies 

Ask  us  to  mail  this  book.  If  you  see  some- 
thinsr  you  want  in  it.  have  it  sent  on  approval. 
Keep  it  a  month  before  decidingr  to  buy.  If 
you  wish  to  return  It,  we'll  pay  freisrht  both 
ways. 

Any  fnmishinfirs  yon  keep  will  be  charsred 
to  your  account.  You  can  pay  as  convenient 
—a  little  each  month.  On  a  S5  article  pay  1% 


3,029  Bargains 
On  Credit 

Furniture  Silverware 

CarpeU  Chinaware 

Rugs  Washing  Machines 

Draperies  Sewing  Machines 

Stoves  Kitchen  Cabinets 

Lamps  Baby  Cabs,  etc 

Our  Bargain  Book  is  enormous— paires 
11x17  inches.  The  pictures  are  bisr,  aod 
many  are  in  actual  colors.  The  pictures 
shown  here  are  simply  small  repro- 
ductions. 


cents  per  day.  On  the  average  purchase  we 
allow  a  year  to  pay. 

.We  ask  for  no  mortsrage.no  form  of  secur- 
ity. There  is  no  interest,  no  publicity,  no 
red  tape.  There  is  no  extra  price.  We  sim- 
plv  ship  the  goods  on  an  open  account. 

We  have  done  this  for  46  years.  We  have 
accounts  now  with  over  one  million  people. 
If  you  want  such  an  account  you  have  sim 
ply  to  ask  it.  We  gladly  trust  people  who 
buy  thinsrs  for  their  homes. 

New  Bargain  Book 

Our  greatest  Bargain  fiook  has  just  come 
from  the  presses.  It  shows  the  thousands 
of  thinsrs  which  we  picked  up  in  midsummei 
—in  the  dullest  summer  known  in  years.  It 
will  show  you  what  sacrifices  factories  made 
to  sret  rid  of  surpUis  stocks.  Every  pasre 
shows  beautiful  things  at  the  lowest  prices 
ever  quoted. 

You  should  see  this  book,  for  there  is  noth- 
ing: else  like  it.  The  book  is  entirely  free. 
Simply  cut  out  this  coupon,  fill  it  out  and 
mail  it  to  us  today.  The  mammoth  book 
will  then  be  mailed  at  once.  Act  now,  else 
you  may  forsret  it.  (153) 


SPIEGEL,  MAY,  STERN  CO. 

1650  35tk  St.,  Chicago 

I    I  Mail  me  new  Bargain  Book. 
I    I  Mail  me  Offers  on  Stoves. 

Name 

Street  

Toivn 

State L 


f»m»»»»»»»»m»»m»mmm»mmmmmm 
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Spiegel,  May,  Stem  Co.,  1650  35th  St,  Chicago 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Books  Kor  Sale 

MAINTENANCB    OF    WAT    8TANDABOS. 
By  F.  A.  Sn^th. 

ContAlnlnff  In  on«  handy  voIum«  the  present  rules  and  practice  In  the  Road  Departmenti 
of  the  Principal  American   Railways.     Over   8Q0  llluitrations.     Slse  6^x7%  inches. 

Price,  11.60  net.  postpaid. 

PRAOnCAIi  SWITCH  WORK. 
By  D.  H.  LoyelL 

An  instructor  and  ffulde  for  Roadmasters.  Section    Foremen     and    Construction    Torma. 
The  contents  Include  chapters  on   General    Turn-Outs,    Stub    and    S^llt    Switches,    Analjiii  of 
Curves,  and  a  large  number  of  tables  for  the  quick  and  correct  construction   of  any  svltcb. 
Cloth,   174  pages.  4Hx6^  Inches. 

Price,   10.76   net,  postpaid.  • 

RAHiWAT  CURVES. 
By  F.  A.   Smith,  M.  E.   C.  E. 

This  book  Is  written  especially  for  practical  trackmen  who  desire  a  guide  so  that  they 
may  become  better  acquainted  with  the  elementary  principles  of  railway  curves  and  to  eo* 
able  them  to  adjust  their  curves  satisfactorily  independent  of  the  civil  engineer.  All  com- 
plicated  formula  or  calculations  have  been   omitted  In  order  to  produce  this  practical  work. 

Cloth,   4x6^  inches:   60   pages.   Including  tables  and  diagrams. 
Price,   11.00   net,   postpaid. 

THE  TRACKMEN'S  HELPER. 
Revised  20th  Century  Edition. 

A  practical  guide  for  American  Trackmen.  Thirtieth  Thousand.  360  pages;  fully  Uln- 
trated;  6^z7H  inches. 

Price,   11.60   net,   postpaid. 

STANDARD    TURN-OUTS    ON    AMERICAN    RAH^ROADS. 

By  F.  A.  Smith.  C.  E.   M.  E. 

A   practical    hand   book   for  Roadmasters  and    Track    Foremen.      A    new.    handy  Tttttwt 

vblume — giving   drawings   of   Standard   Split   and    Stub    Switches,    and    full    descriptive  dettilf 

arranged  for  convenience  and  ready  reference  when  putting  In  Switches. 

THE  ONLY  BOOK  OF  THE  KIND  PUBLISHED 

Leather,  4Hz7%   inches,   41  pages. 
Price,   11.00   net,   postpaid. 

ROBERTS'  RULES  OF  ORDER. 

ROBERTS'   RULES   OF  ORDER   having  been    re-adopted    by    our    Boston    Convention 
govern    the    Parliamentary    Practices   of    our    Brotherhood,  which  will  be  furnished  to  our  mem- 
bers upon  receipt   of   the  price  of  75   CENTS   FOR  EACH  COPY. 

BACKBONE. 

A  Bouncer  for  the  Bines. 

Hints  for  the  prevention   of  Jelly-spine    curvature    and    mental    squint 
stralght-up  antidote  for  the  blues  and  a  straight-ahead  sure  cure  for  the  grooct 
Twenty  Thousand  Copies  Sold  and  Not  One  Returned. 

The  optimism  and  Healthy  Good- Cheer  of  Backbone  gives  the  Inflplra*^"" 
to  look  on  the  *'sunny-slde  of  things."  E^veryone  needs  a  little  encouraf">^' 
at  times  and  all  will  benefit  by  Its  reading.  Backbone  contains  over  W  pM** 
of  gloom-dispelling  philosophy,  the  be-'t  of  the  **Keep-a-PushIng"  poetry  w3| 
,^__^^^.^_^_,_^  hundreds  of  remarkably  good  sayings,  mottoes  and  aphorisms  of  our  ablest  mei 
A  few  of  the  Backbone  Bracers  are  the  chapters  on  Character,  Cheerfulness,  Purpose,  S»f 
cess,  Opportunity,  Progress,  Worry,  Persistence,  Self-Improvement,  Training,  Little  Thtof* 
Courage,  Self-Confldence,  ftnatakes.  Thoroughness,  Enemies,  Love,  Criticism,  Duty,  Work,  w^ 
a  dozen  other  subjects. 

These    chapters    are    Introduced   with    splendid   original   articles  by   Dr.    W.   C.    AblX'^'' 
George    F.    Butler,    J.    D.    Albright,    A.    8.    Burdlck,  W.   P.   Waugh,  and  others. 

Eighty    pages    printed   attractively    In    two  colors  and   tied   with  silk  ribbon,      price  1» 
binding,   60  cents  each.     DeLuxe.   limp  brown  leather    copies,    $1.00    each.      Terms,    cart  ^ 
order.     Money  back  if  not  satisfied.     Special  prices  on  quantltlea 

The  above  books  are  the  very  best  of  their  kind  in  the  market  and  can  be  highly  ^ 
ommended  by  the  Editor.  A  supply  has  been  obtained  and  are  for  sale  at  the  prices  n»°**^ 
for  each.  Send  in  your  orders,  remitting  by  express  or  postofflce  money  order,  casb  or  p<^^ 
stamps.     Address  all  orders  to 

Samuel   «!•   Pegg 

39 OO  OHv^e  Street  St.  Louis,  M^* 
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STARCK 

PIANOS 

tt  PLAYER  PIANOS 

Vn  Make  It  Easy  for  You  to  Own  One 
And  Save  $100  to  $200  on  Cost! 

What  I  have  done  for  others  I  will  do  for  you.  Where 
we  have  no  representative  I  will  send  yoo  a  Handsome 
Storok  Piano  on  30  Days'  FREE  TRIAL  in 
Yonr  Own  Home*  all  at  my  risk,  and  without  obligation  on  your  part  in 
advance.    You  will  be  delighted  with  the  piano  and  you  will  want  to  keep  it. 


If  you  do  not  find  it  the  sweet- 
est tim^dt  handsomestt  best- 
linislied*  best-mada  and  Inv- 
est-grade  piano  you  have  ever 
seen  and  lolly  equal  to  best  and 
highest -priced  piano  made*  it 
maj  be  returned  and  I  will  pay 
freight  both  ways.  I  will  use 
yon  right* 


I  will  select  the  piano  personally 

for  yon  and  take  much  pleasure  in 
accommodating  you  as  to  terms* 
giving  yon  any  reasonable  time  in 

which  to  pay  for  the  instrument.  I 
make  it  extremely  simple  and  easy 
for  you  to  deal  with  me,  no  matter 
where  you  live.  Send  today  for  my 
handsome  printed  matter. 


Tha 

STARCK 

Piano 

■in^s  its  own 
praise — it  does 
not  need  a  "sil- 
ver y-tongued'* 
salesman  to  ex- 
tol its  many 
good  points. 
Lctmasayeyon 
monayonasam* 
pla  instmmant* 


P.  A.  Starok  Piamo  Co., 

Chicago.  His. 
O^ntUmen:—!  have  received  a  letter  from 
my  friends  statins  that  they  are  "tickled 
to  death**  over  the  piano  received  recently. 
They  found  it  O.  K.  and  advised  me  to  for- 
ward checkat  once  as  they  waive  the  10-day 
trial— pleased  at  a  glance— "love at  first 
BifiTht*'  as  it  were.  I  don't  see  how  yon  can 
afford  to  make  so  fine  an  instrument  at  so 
low  a  price.    Thanking  you.  I  renuun. 

RBV.  CHAS.  B.  MIEHL.     >. 
Okawville.  HI. 


The 

STARCK 
Piano 

IS  fully  warran- 
ted for  25  years, 
but  it  lasts  a  life* 
time.  0*  Send 
for  my  Spaeial 

Advertlsiiialn- 
trodnoiory  Offer 
to  "Firmt  Bayers 
In  ne^r  lo«alitie«* 


If  you  have  an  organ 
JvoiU  make  a  liberal 
alUnpanoefor  U. 


STARCK 


PLAYER 
PIANOS 
MAKE  PIANISTS  OF  US  ALL 

If  interested,  send  for  oar  Special 
Catalogue  and  Prioes» 

NEW  PIANOS 
tlJSi:^  $135  and  up! 

USED  PIANOS 
$10.00  and  up! 

Church  and  Parlor  Organs 

—ALL  STYLES  AND  PRICES  — 


GUT  OUT  THIS  COUPON  AND  MAIL  TODAY 


P.  A*  STARCK,  President  P.  A.  Starok  Piano  Co..  Chioaao,  111. 

(a07-10»  WabMh  Arena*) 

Please  send  me  ftall  particulars  of  your  Speeial  AdvertisiaS  latrodnotorr  Oiler 
to  First  Bayers,  with  handsome  printed  matter,  book  of  testimonials,  etc. 

Name • 


P.O. Address State. 

I  saw  this  Ad  in  the 


R.  F.  D. 


P.  A.  STARCK  PIANO  CO.,  Chicago,  IlL  . 

Executive  Offices  sod  Warcrooms.  21*-213  So.  Wsbash  Ave.    I>«Pt^  h  V3  Q£H  Ic 


mi 


ly  $5.00  Article 
Pay  11/2  Cents  Per  Day 


You  have  no  Idea  what  beantifal  thfoffs  a 
little  money  can  buy  nntil  you  get  our  new 
Barsrain  Book.  .    .l,         , 

There  are  over  3.000  new-style  thlnsra  for 
the  home  pictured  in  this  one  book.     We 
bought  them  from  hard-up  makers.     They 
are  overstocks  which  someone  had  to  seu. 
We  irot  theta  at  auction  prices.  We  sell  them 
by  mail  for  as  low  as  half  what  the  same 
thingrt  cost  in  stores. 
In  this  book  there  are: 
Chairs  as  low  M  sac. 
Sl0Tes  as  low  as  89e. 
TabUs  for  $1.45  and  op. 
Lace  Curtains  at  69c  Pfr  P^.  „     _ 

So  on  with  3.000  beautiful  things.  Every 
price  that  we  quote  wiU  amaae  you. 

Pay  With  Pennies 

Ask  us  to  mail  this  book.  If  you  see  some- 
thing you  want  in  It.  have  it  sent  on  approval. 
Keep  it  a  month  before  deciding  to  buy.  If 
you  wish  to  return  it,  well  pay  freight  both 

^Any  furnishings  you  keep  wfll  be  chanred 
to  your  account.  You  can  pay  as  convenient 
-a  little  each  month.  On  a  SS  article  pay  1>4 


cents  per  day.  On  the  average  porcbaae  we 
allow  a  year  to  pay.  

We  ask  for  no  mortgage.no  form  of  secur- 
ity. There  is  no  interest,  no  publicity,  no 
red  tape.  There  is  no  extra  price.  We  sim- 
ply ship  the  goods  on  an  open  account 

We  have  done  this  for  46  years.  We  have 
accounts  now  with  over  one  million  people. 
If  you  want  such  an  account  you  have  sim 

Ely  to  ask  it.    We  gladly  trust  people  who 
uy  things  for  their  homes. 

New  Bargain  Book 

Our  greatest  Bargain  Book  has  inst  come 
from  the  presses.  It  shows  the  thousands 
of  things  which  we  picked  np  in  midsummet 
—in  the  dullest  summer  known  In  years,  it 
will  show  you  what  sacrifices  factories  msde 
to  get  rid  of  surplus  stocks.  Every  page 
shows  beautiful  things  at  the  lowest  prices 
ever  quoted.  ....       .       »v_ 

You  should  see  this  book,  for  there  is  noth- 
ing else  like  it.  The  book  is  entirely  free. 
Simply  cut  out  this  coupon,  fill  It  out  and 
mail  it  to  us  today.  The  mammoth  boofc 
will  then  be  mafled  at  once.  Act  no^.«gJ 
you  may  forget  it.  I**'' 


3,029  Bargains 
On  Credit 

Furniture  Silverware 

CarpeU  Chinaware 

Rugs  Washing  Madunet 

Draperies  Sewing  Machines 

Stoves  Kitchen  CabineU 

Lamps  Baby  Cabs,  etc 

Our  Bargain  Book  is  enormous-- pages 
11x17  inches.  The  pictures  are  big.  and 
many  are  in  actual  colors.  The  pictures 
shown  here  are  simply  small  repro- 
ductions. ^^^^^^_^^^^_^ 


SPIEGEL*  MAY,  STERN  CO.         } 
1650  35di  St.,  Chicago 

□  Mail  me  new  Bargain  Book. 

□  Mail  me  Offers  on  Stoves. 


Name , 
Street  . 
Town  . 
State  . 


Spiegel,  May,  Stem  Co.,  1650  35th  St,  Chicago 
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THIS    FINE    QOLCXFILLED   WATCH 

Blther  open  fac*  or  cIomA  oaM^  warranted 
to  wear  10  year*,  fitted  with  a  Standard 
MoTement,  waranteed  to  keep  rood  time. 
Seat  to  you  prepaid  for  HMu  Try  It.  test  it 
an4  If  not  latlefactory  return  it  and  we  will  re- 
faad  your,  money.    Write  for  our  Bargain  List 

O.  R.  THURSTON  SUPPLY  CO. 

a  Beaolct  Bide  St  Louie,  Mo. 


and 
the 


V 


"Rule  99" 

"Age  Limit 

DO  TOU  THINK  there  will  ever  be  a  bet- 
ter  or  more  opportune  time  to  inveet  TOUR 
BARNINQS  THAN  RIQHT  NOWT  NSVBRt 
So  do  It  I    Inveet  in  or  through 

Hie  BaUwrny  Realty  and  iBTeetmcat 


incorporated  under  the  Laws  of  the  State 
of  California  BT  and  FOR  the  2.347.000 
8TBAM  &  TROLLBT  RAILWAY  MBN  of 
United  States  and  Canada. 

Can  you  save  ILOO,  |3.00  or  fS.OO  a  month  T 

TBS!  THBN  "PUT  IT  AT  WORK."  IN- 
VB8T  IT  NOW  WITH  U8^  and  it  will  prove 
a  friend  that  will  never  go  back  on  you. 
IT  WILL  NBVBR  BB  BURNBD.  LOST  or 
8TOLBN. 

We  can  satisfy  you  that  we  can  make  your 
Dollar  BARN  TOU  ANOTHBR  ONB— that's 
100%  Profit  And  you  can  be  assured  of  a 
profit 

Be  one  of  the  MANT  In  a  Railroad  Man's 
Investment  Company  BT  and  FOR  Hllf  AND 
HIS  INTBRB8T.  Our  last  quarterly  divi- 
dend of  12%  was  payable  Sept  1st  Did 
you  vet  yours  r     If  not,  why  notT 

We  can  sell  you  a  Lot,  Bungalow  Home, 
a  Business  Block,  a  Ranch,  i  to  SO.OOO  acres 
of  land.  WB  MAKB  TOUR  MONBT  BARN 
TOU  liORB  MONBT.    W^lte  us  today. 

Riilwiy  Really  ud  Imslieiit  Conpiiqr 

SuiU  tSO  L  W.  Hellman  Building 

LOS  ANQBLBS.  CAUF. 
The  Best  of  References 


A    Brotherhood    Emblem 


The  above  cut  is  of  a  solid  gold  em- 
blem designed  and  used  entirely  by  our 
late  lamented  President  John  T.  Wilson. 
The  bar  and  pendant  are  of  solid  gold, 
the  pendant  faced  with  beautiful  white, 
hard  enamel;  on  the  bar  the  name  of 
owner  is  engraved,  making  the  emblem  a 
very  neat  and  attractive  one.  We  have 
purchased  a  quantity  of  them  and  can 
now  supply  them  delivered  at  any  post- 
office  in  Canada  or  the  United  States  by 
registered  mail  for  $3.25  each,  the  Cana- 
dian purchaser  to  pay  custom  charges, 
which  is  not  included.  Address  all  or- 
ders to  BABrOBL  J.  PEOG, 
Vanol  Bldg.,  8t  Louis,  Mo. 


NETALUC  HEELS 

AND  COUNTERS 

No  More  ••Run-Over"  Shoes  No  More 
Tearing  Off  Heeb 

For  All  Miners,  R«ilr«Hid  Men, 

Axemen  and  Quarrymcn 

can  no\7  wear  metallic  heels  which  are  lighter  than 
leather.  Support  the  heels  and  counters  and  double 
the  wear  in  work  shoes.  Don't  buy  another  pair  of 
shoes  unless  they're  fitted  with  metallic  heels.  But 
dont  wait,  have  them  put  on  the  shoes  youVe  wear* 
ing  now.  A  cobbler  can  fit  them.  If  yoor  dealer, 
isn't  supplied,  write  as.    Free  booklets. 

imiTED  SHOE  MACHIMERT  CO.  -  BOSTON,  MASS. 


LAUQHLIN 

Fountain  Pen 

AmeVlca'i  most 
popular  and  widely 
known  Fountain 
Pen. 

Style  ihown  on  left 
mounted  with  Ster- 
lloff  SilTer  Filigree; 
style  on  right.  Pearl 
mounted  with  two 
handiome  gold 
bands,  8lse  Mid  Style 
BImlUur  to  Cot. 

Either  of  t  h  e  ■  e 
pattern!  will  make  a 
■  pie  ndid  practical, 
uaeful  present  for 
Lady  or  Gentleman 
for  any  occasion. 

Tour  choice   of 


THESE  TWO 

POPUUR 

STYLES 


$ 

Oflly  [ 

Pott  ptid  to  ony  oddrott 

By  Insured  mail  6 
cents  extra. 


Ifirery  pen  raanui- 
teed  foil  14  Kt.  solid 
gold,  and  satisfac- 
tory In  every  partic- 
ular. 

Try   the   pen   • 

week;  if  you  do  not 
find  It  as  represei\t- 
ed,  a  better  value 
than  you  can  secure 
for  double  our  price 
in  any  other' make, 
return  It  and  we  will 
refund  your  money. 
In  ordering,  state 
whether  fine,  me- 
dium or  coarse  point 
Is  desired.  • 

Bewore  of  imita- 
tions, insist  upon 
getting  the  Oenulne 
lAOffblin,  advertised 
pen.  If  yoor  dealer 
will  not  supply  you, 
refose  the  sobstitote 
and  order  direct 
from  us. 

Give  us  the  name 
of  your  dealer  that 
you  asked  to  show 
you  a  Laoffhlin  pen, 
and  for  this  courtesy 
we  will  send  you 
free  of  charge  one  of 
our  new  safety 
pocket  fountain  pen 
holders.     Address 


UigUli  Mfg.  C». 

7790rlswoldSt. 
DBTROIT.  MICH. 
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PX7BIiI8HEP  BT  .THE  IlTTEBNATIONAL  BrQTHERHOOD  OF 

Maintenanob-of-Way  Employes 

SAMUEL  J.  PEGG,  Editor  and  Manager 
ADVERnsiNQ  Rates  Furnished  on  Application, 


Entered  January  6. 1906.  at  St.  Lonis,  Mo.,  as  seeond-elass  matter, 
nii^  Act  6ft  Congress  of  March  3. 1870 
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Vol.  XX.,  No.  Jl  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  1,  1911 


Snbecrlption  PrlM 
$LW  Per  Year. 


.  Special^  notiief  to  Suboirdinate 
Lodge  Secretaries,  Organizers,  Gen- 
eral Chairmen,  Members  of  Grand 
Lodge,  and  Insured  Members,-  and 
aU  others  who  haye  made  any  re^^ 
mittances  to  Grand  Lodge:  They 
will  please  fill  out  the  forms  mailed 
to  them,  and  enclose  in  addressed 
envelope  sent  with  forms  and  mail 
same  to  Brother  George  Seal,  Sec- 
retary of  Grand  E)xecutive  Commit- 
tee at  an  early  date,  to  enable  the 
Committee  to  qmcldy  and  thorough- 
ly checlc  6ver  and  audit  books  at 
Grand  Lodge. 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western 
Ry.  Strike. 

Below  you  will  find  a  circular  is- 
sued by  firesident  Lowe  approving 
of  the  request  of  the  committee,  in 
response  to  the  vote.of  the  good  men 
who  endured. to  the  end,  that  the 
strike  be  called  off.  Nothing  need 
be  added  to  what  the  circular  tells 
of.  the  cause  of  the  failure  at  this 
time  to  improve  conditions  for  our 
good,  people  on  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  The 
reflections  of  those  men  as  they  went 
back  to  their  sections,  vacant  of  any 
foremen  until  each  man  filled  his 
own,  must  fill  them  with  remorse 
and  shame.  "No  need  to  scold,"  as 
the  circular  says.  The  thoughts  and 


suggestions  of  their  friends,  their 
fellow  epiployees  in  oth^r  branches 
of  the  service  and  their  own  con- 
sciences may  well  be  left  to  be  their 
puiiishment,  but  the  lesson  should 
not,  be  lost  and  will  not  be  by  our 
good  fellows  on  other  roads.  Not 
one  single  foreman  was  replaced  by 
a  track  foreman.  Specials  and  Win-, 
chesters  there  were  in  abundance, 
but  not  one  foreman  on  any  section 
where  a  foreman  struck  until  the 
foolish  iellow  replaced  himself.  Be 
assured  that  the  president  in  his  cir- 
cular  to  these  men  while  on  strike 
was  abundantly  justified  by  the  fact 
that  the  scarcest  article  of  labor  on 
the  North  American  continent  is  a 
competent  section  foreman.  All 
roads  are  short  of  them  and  no  road 
can.  spare  one  to  help  another,  even 
if;^  competent  track  foreman  could 
be  found  to  disgrace  himself  by 
taking  service  on  a  road  where  hi9 
comrades  were  on  strike.  The  cir- 
cular follows: 

President  Lowe's  Letter. 

To  the  Foremen  and  Trackmen  on 
the  D.,  L.  &  W.  System. 
Brothers:  I  regret  to  say  that 
owing  to  the  number  of  your  com- 
rades who  have  gone  back  on  their 
committee  and  on  their  own  prom- 
ise to  support  the  committee,  it  is 
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unwise  any  longer  to  carry  on  the 
strike.  It  is  too  bad  on  account  of 
the  good  men  who  were  willing  to 
have  remained  out  until  the  neces- 
sity for  services  of  competent  track 
foremen  and  section  men  obliged 
the  management  to  give  you  a 
schedule  of  fair  rules  and  a  living 
wage.  Not  a  single  foreman  of 
those  who  went  back  found  any  one 
in  his  place,  just  as  I  told  you  in 
circulars,  each  foolish  fellow  who 
went  back  simply  replaced  himself; 
not  one  man  found  any  one  in  his 
place,  but  simply  spoiled  his  own 
chances,  which  were  so  good,  of 
gaining  fair  working  conditions  by 
desertion  of  his  comrades  and  prov- 
ing untrue  to  his  owti  interests. 
However,  I  dm  not  going  to  scold, 
it  is  simply  a  setback  for  a  time  and 
we  will  have  to  live  up  to  the  old 
adage:  "If  at  first  you  dont  suc- 
ceed, try,  try  again."  A  good  cztist 
is  never  lost  and  the  seed  of  union- 
ism in  this  bri^f  campaign  will 
bring  forth  fruit  some  other  day  and 
the  publicity  given  to  some  of  the 
inhuman  conditions  imposed  upon 
section  men  will,  I  am  persuaded, 
show  in  the  future  that  the  strike 
and  the  publicity  given  to  these  con- 
ditions will  shame  President  Trues- 
dale  and  his  associates  into  doing 
better,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  in 
various  ways,  notably  in  calling  at- 
tention to  the  need  of  legislation  to 
provide  a  means  to  bring  such  con- 
troversy to  ah  arbitration,  good  has 
been  done,  and  our  common  sacri- 
fices have  not  been  in  vain.  I  am 
thankful  of  the  support  to  the  end 
given  by  the  men  who  were  true  to 
their  vows.  The  officials  should  re- 
spect you  and  realize  the  men,  who, 
if  given  promotion,  will  be  true  to 
them. 

I  will  personally  give  your  thanks 
to  the  governors,  the  members  of 
the  bureau  of  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey and  Pennsylvania  and  to  this 
you  can  each  in  your  respective  dis- 


tricts thank  the  pcM^  and  sympa* 
thizing  friends  for  valued  friendship. 
I  approve  of  the  request  of  the  com- 
mittee to  call  off  the  strike  and  am 
only  sorry  it  does  not  fulfill  its  mis- 
sion of  giving  you  a  schedule  of  im- 
proved conditions  and  increased  paj 
somewhat  corresponding  with  the 
increase  in  the  cost  of  living,  so 
while  willing  and  ready  to  have  con- 
tinued to  assist  you  to  that  desired 
end,  the  majority  of  those  concerned 
having  quit,  it  only  remains  for  me 
to  say,  good-bye  for  the  present 

With  best  wishes  and  "better  luck 
next  time,"  I  am, 

Fraternally  yours, 

A.  B.  LOWE, 
President 

Ytry  few  days  pass  but  urgent 
appeals  for  assistance  are  received 
at  headquarters ;  many  of  them  are 
heart-racking,  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  deceased  members  left 
without  a  cent  of  money,  often  with 
sickness  and  poverty  at  the  same 
door  and  the  prospect  of  a  long,  cold 
winter  before  them*  God  only  knows 
what  they  will  do.  The  men  in  our 
department  of  the  service  do  not 
receive  enough  money  in  wages  to 
lay  aside  very  much,  and  if  a  man 
has  made  no  provision  for  his  fam- 
ily, what  will  they  do  after  he  has 
gone?  Ask  yourself  this  question 
tonight,  brother,  when  you  go  home 
and  have  your  children  nestle  around 
you  and  climb  on  your  knee:  What 
will  become  of  them  when  you  are 
dead?  You  are  young,  strong  and 
hearty  today,  yes ;  so  are  the  thou- 
sands who  meet  their  death  every 
year  on  our  railways  by  accideni 
and  dften  without  a  moment's  prep- 
aration or  warning.  Somebody  else 
was  called  today ;  perhaps  your  time 
may  come  tomorrow,  so  now  while 
3rou  have  health  and  strength  make 
provision  for  your  loved  ones.  Do 
it  while  you  ean ;  tomorrow  may  be 
too  late. 
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GOOD  NEWS. 

The  following  extract  from  a  let- 
ter from  President  Lowe  to  General 
Chairman  Gerrey  and  the  members 
of  the  Joint  Protective  Board  of  the 
Norfolk  &  Western  tells  its  Own 
story: 

"Your  welcome  telegram,  telling 
me  that  you  had  secured  a  settle- 
ment, after  a  pleasant  conference 
with  your  officials,  giving  an  annual 
increase  of  $175,000  to  the  good  men 
whom  you  represent,  was  a  very 
pleasant  piece  of  reading  to  me  tliis 
afternoon. 

"Once  more  you  give  me  the 
pleasant  privilege  of  congratulating 
you  upon  the  substantial  increase 
that  you  have  secured,  and  what  is 
especially  pleasant  about  it  is  that 
these  conferences  are  every  time 
becoming  more  pleasant  and  cordial 
between  the  officials  and  yourselves. 
I  have  always  believed  that  the  oft- 
ener  the  officials  meet  the  represen- 
tatives of  their  maintenance  of  way 
employees,  the  more  they  would  es- 
teem them  and  the  better  friends 
both  parties  would  be,  and  the  more 
cordial  the  relations  resulting  from 
their   better  acquaintanceship." 


ARBITRATION  C,  H.  &  a 


-»o«- 


Brother    Wade    L.    Gregory    of 
Cross  Hill,  S.  C,  has  patented  a  de- 
vice for  protecting  the  spikes  used 
in     track    from    wearing,    "getting 
their    throats  cut,"  as  we  used  to 
term  the  operation  during  my  active 
service.    The  device  is  attached  to 
the   spike  and  driven   into  the  tie. 
When  the  spike  is  driven  to  place 
the  device  takes  all  the  wear,  and 
when  worn  down  is  turned  and  again 
placed  in  service.    The  drawings  in- 
dicate that  the  device  is  a  practical 
one  that  should  save  a  large  amount 
of  money  each  year  for  new  spikes, 
and  also  render  the  track  more  se- 
cure,   by  reason  of  having  the  rail 
held    in  place  by   whole   spikes   in 
place   of  spikes  with  cut  throats. 


The  selection  of  a. judge  to  name 
the  third  party  on  the  Arbitration 
Board  between  our  Maintenance  of 
Way  Employees  and  the  C,  H.  &  D. 
has  fallen  to  Judge  Day,  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  with  a  good  record  for 
fair  dealing  where  labor  interests 
are  involved,  and  possibly  by  the 
end  of  the  month  the  arbitrators 
will  have  met  and  the  award  have 
been  made.  It  is  effective  from  the 
first  of  October  and  the  award  of 
the  majority,  by  mutual  agreement, 
is  to  be  accepted  by  both  parties  to 
the  arbitration. 

Vice-President  Vurpia  is  in  Cin- 
cinnati in  charge  of  the  preparation 
of  the  case,  while  the  putting  of  the 
statements  showing  the  increase  in 
the  cost  of  living  into  good  form  is 
done  at  headquarters,  and  President 
Lowe  will  attend  to  have  his  say  in 
behalf  of  the  Maintenance  of  Way 
boys  when  the  commissioners  meet 
for  business.  Let  us  hope  that  this 
scientific  and  sensible  method  of  set- 
tling wage  controversies  may  soon 
become  universal  and  do  away  with 
the  brutal  method  of  the  strike  for- 
ever. 

The  superiority  of  the  arbitration 
method  of  dealing  with  a  wage  con- 
troversy is  that  it  goes  directly  to 
the  merits  of  the  case,  while  a  strike 
is  simply  an  exhibition  of  brute  force 
and  the  most  unjust  cause  may  pos- 
sibly win,  hence  the  reason  why  our 
organization  has  as  one  of  its  bed- 
rock principles  the  settlement  of 
wage  controversies  by  arbitration. 
»o» 

On  page  667  of  the  October  issue 
a  notice  appeared  of  three  gold 
pieces  to  be  given  away.  The  twen- 
ty dollar  gold  piece  to  the  brother 
or  sister  sending  the  first  list  of 
names  with  applications  for  a  lodge 
of  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary ;  the  ten 
dollar  gold  piece  to  the  person  send- 
ing in  the  second  list,  and  the  five 
dollar  piece  to  the  party  sending  in 
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the  third  list  after  October  1st.  The 
names  and  addresses  of  the  lucky 
winners  will  be  published  in  the 
Advocate.  I  sent  the  gold  pieces 
down  to  the  artist  to  have  a 'half 
tone  made  of  them  but  find  that  the 
government  does  not  permit  anyone 
to  photograph  and  make  half  tones 
of  coins  for  the  purpose  of  publica- 
tion, but  the  money  is  in  our  office 
safe  ready  to  be  mailed  or  expressed 
to  the  lucky  winner. 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Jenness,  secretary  of 
the  Ladies'  Auxiliary,  Box  6,  South 
Danbury,  N.  H.,  or  Mrs.  Cora  B. 
Smith,  Grand  President  of  the  La- 
dies' Auxiliary,  whose  address  is 
Canaan,  N.  H.,  will  give  the  desired 
information  and  blanks  necessary 
for  forming  a  lodge. 

Get  busy  brothers  and  sisters  and 
earn  the  twenty  dollar  gold  piece. 
You  will  be  surprised  how  easy  it 
can  be  done  if  you  will  only  make 
an  effort  and  how  pleasing  the  ef- 
fect will  be  when  you  succeed  not 
only  at  the  time  but  for  all  time. 


A.  F.  OF  L.  CONVENTION. 

The  A.  F.  of  L.  convention,  which 
meets  in  Atlanta  on  the  second  Mon- 
day of  November,  willhave  as  dele- 
gates from  our  organization,  Broth- 
ers T.  J.  O'Donnell,  Hernando, 
Miss. ;  T.  H.  Gerrey,  Walnut  Cove, 
N.  C,  General  Chairman  of  the  Nor- 
folk &  Western,  arid  President 
Lowe.  Matters  of  unusual  interest 
will  come  before  the  convention  this 
year,  and  the  meeting  of  the  Rail- 
road Department,  which  will  follow 
immediately  after  the  convention, 
will  also  be  of  more  than  usual  in- 
terest. So  many  of  the  organized 
Brotherhoods  which  are  members  of 
the  department  are  now  and  have 
been  on  strike,  and  this  will  make 
the  convention  of  the  department, 
which  is  held  immediately  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  con- 
vention, doubly  interesting  and  im- 
portant. 


PHOTOGRAPHS. 

The  clerical  department  arc  busy 
these  days  mailing  out  to  our  mem- 
bership the  photographs  of  the  dele 
gates  to  our  last  Grand  Lodge  meet- 
ing in  Boston,  both  of  the  Brother- 
hood and  Auxiliary,  also  the  Grand 
Lodge  officers  of  both  the  Brother- 
hood and  Auxiliary,  then  and  there 
elected  for  the  succeeding  biennial 
term. 

The  sending  of  these  photographs 
has  been  delayed,  owing  to  having  to 
wait  for  the  photos  of  some  of  our 
officers  elected  to  positions  in  the 
Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary,  and 
even  now  they  are  short  the  pho- 
tograph of  an  esteemed  officer  of 
the  W.  A.,  Sister  Byrd.  Brother 
Byrd  and  she  are  shown  in  the  pic- 
ture of  the  delegates,  but  she  is 
missing  from  the  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary Grand  Lodge  officers. 

It  is  hoped  the  pictures  will  reach 
the  members  safely  and  we  are  sure 
they  will  be  appreciated,  as  they  arc 
really  first-class  specimens  of  the 
photographers*  art,  and  to  those  who 
attended  the  convention  will  be  a 
pleasant  reminder  in  the  days  to 
come  of  the  pleasant  associations 
and  friendships  fomied  in  Boston. 
Let  us  hear  from  you  if  any  are  in- 
jured in  the  mail,  and  receive  with 
them  the  good  wishes  of  your  Grand 
Lodge  officers  and  Grand  Executive 
Committee,  who  sanctioned  the  nec- 
essary outlay. 

•  o» 

It  has  again  been  demonstrated 
that  the  men  in  the  Maintenance  of 
Way  Department  have  not  yet  been 
educated  to  a  knowledge  of  their 
worth  to  a  railroad  company,  nor  of 
their  power  to  secure  a  fair  day's 
wage  for  a  hard  day's  work. 

We  know  of  no  good  reason  why 
a  man  paid  by  the  month  should  be 
compelled  to  be  on  duty  day  and 
night  without  extra  pay  even  if  he 
is  paid  by  the  month.  A  man  paid 
$75.00  per  month  only  averages  m 
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a  thirty-onc-day  month  $2.42  per 
day,  and  on  the  thirty-day  month 
$2.50  per  day,  not  taking  into  ac- 
count many  hours  of  night  work 
each  month,  the  rate  paid  in  many 
places  for  an  unskilled  laborer;  and 
how  many  thousand  foremen  are 
there  who  do  not  receive  even  $75.00 
per  month  for  their  work? 

Under  present  conditions,  the  high 
cost  of  living  and  responsibilities 
placed  on  a  section  foreman,  $75.00 
should  be  the  minimum  of  wages 
paid.  This  is  the  standard  we  have 
placed  on  our  work.  Let  every  mem- 
ber strive  and  work  with  this  object 
in  view,  and  I  am  sure  that  if  you 
will  work  hand  in  hand  you  can 
and  will  reach  the  standard  sooner 
than  you  think. 

Competent  track  foremen  are  the 
scarcest  article  on  the  labor  market, 
as  I  found  men  in  charge  of  sec- 
tions on  a  new  line  who  have  only 
had  a  few  weeks'  experience  in  track 
work,  and  the  officials  assured  me 
that  they  would  be  glad  to  secure 
competent  men  to  fill  vacancies  on 
new  sections. 


-^<y— 


AUXILIARY  PRIZES. 

To  All  Workers : . 

Will  all  concerned  take  due  no- 
tice that  there  is  a  cash  prize  of  a 
$20  gold  piece  to  the  person  who  se- 
cures the  first  list  of  applications  for 
a  lodge  of  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  aft- 
er the  first  of  October;  to  the  one 
securing  a  second  list,  a  $10  gold 
piece,  and  to  the  one  sending  in  the 
third  list,  a  $5  gold  piece. 

If  you  require  application  blanks 
or  information  as  to  the  fee  and 
dues,  apply  to  Mrs.  G.  B.  Jenness, 
Box  6,  South  Danbury,  N.  H.,  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer of  the  Auxiliary, 
who,  as  you  read  in  the  October 
Advocate,  page'667,  will  number  the 
lists  received  after  October  1st,  and 
send  the  names  of  the  first  three, 
giving  priority,  to  Secretary-Treas- 
urer Pegg,  and  the  gold  pieces  will 


be  promptly  sent  to  the  industrious 
workers  as  soon  thereafter  as  the 
mail  will  carry  them. 

Get  busy,  workers,  and  in  addition 
to  the  cash  prizes  your  names  will 
appear  in  the  Honor  Roll.  Let  the 
lists  be  large  ones,  even  if  twelve 

will  secure  the  prize. 
•<y 

We  had  a  very  pleasant  visit  from 
Mr.  Wm.  Camp,  editor  of  The  Rail- 
way and  Engineering'  Review  and 
author  of  "Notes  on  Track," 

Mr.  Camp  impressed  us  as  a  man 
thoroughly  at  home  and  in  love  with 
his  work.  His  book,  "Notes  on 
Track,"  is  one  of  the  most  complete 
works  on  the  subject  I  have  ever 
read  and  it  is  a  most  valuable  work 
for  every  young  trackman  to  have. 

Mr.  Camp  is  engaged  in  the 
revision  of  the  old  issue  and  will 
have  the  new  edition  ready  by  early 
next  spring. 

»o« 

A  PRIZE. 

Grand  Secretary-Treasurer  Pegg 
has  offered  a  prize  for  which  there 
should  and  doubtless  will  be  an 
eager  competition.  It  is  a  competi- 
tion which  each  lodge  should  make 
it  a  point  of  honor  as  well  as  duty 
to  engage  in  keenly,  viz.,  the  paying 
promptly  of  your  annual  and  semi- 
annual dues.  To  the  lodge  sending 
in  the  largest  proportion  of  its  mem- 
bership with  Grand  Lodge  and  Pro- 
tective, System  Division  and  Local 
dues,  paid  up  to  July  5,  1912,  or  Jan- 
uary 5,  1913,  a  prize  of  a  ten-dollar 
gold  piece  will  be  given. 

Let  us  hope  that  every  member 
will  make  it  a  point  to  see  that  his 
dues  are  remitted  promptly  to  his 
Secretary-Treasurer,  thus  placing 
your  Secretary-Treasurer  in  a  posi- 
tion to  receive  for  your  lodge  tljc 
prize  which  is  offered. 

Let  me  make  a  recommendation 
to  all  who  can  conveniently  adopt 
it,  and  that  is  to  ask  you  to  pay  yow 
dues  for  the  year.    "A  dollar  saved 
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IS  a  dollar  gained,"  and  if  all  our 
members  who  coald  pay  their  dues 
annually  just  as  conveniently  as 
semi-annually  would  adopt  the  for- 
mer plan  and  pay  their  dues  for  the 
year,  it  would  lessen  the  work  at 
headquarters  considerably,  and  con- 
sequently the  expenses  of  keeping 
the  records  at  headquarters  would 
also  lessen  the  liability  to  mistakes. 
This  applies  to  insured  as  well  as 
other  members,  and  in  the  event  of 
the  death  of  an  insured  member 
any  assessment  paid  which  had  not 
become  due  would  be  returned  to 
the  beneficiary. 

Let  me  urge  all  hands  to  be 
prompt  in  the  payment  of  their  dues 
and  all  who  can  possibly  or  con- 
veniently do  so  make  payments  for 
the  year    instead    of    for    the    s..c 

months. 

»o> 

OBITUARY. 

Norfolk  and  Western  Railway  Co. 

To  the  Bereaved 'Family    of     Our 
Brother,  J.  M.  Walker,  Road  Mas- 
ter of   Pocahontas   Division   No. 
12,  Bluefield,  W.  Va.: 
We,  the  committee  of  the  brother- 
hood of  the  International  Order  of 
Maintenance  of  Way  emlpoyees  of 
Bluefield  Lodge  No.  84,  do  hereby 
extend  to  you  and  all  our  deepest 
sympathies  by  way  of  consolation  in 
behalf  of  said  named  lodge. 

Be  It  Resolved,  First:  That  we 
were  confident  of  our  brother's  in- 
tegrity, honesty  and  good  moral 
traits  of  character. 

Second :  That  he  was  a  loving  hus- 
band and  companion,  a  good  father 
and  a  noble  man  in  every  respect. 

Third:  That  his  decease  was  un- 
timely, and  that  he  was  snatched 
ifom  this  world  into  eternity  with- 
out a  moment's  warning,  and  it 
seems  awfully  sad  to  have  him  tak- 
en in  this  manner.  But  such  is  life, 
"Here,  today,  tomorrow  in  eternity." 


We  all  knew  him  so  well,  and  he 
will  be  missed  so  much,  not  only 
here,  (where  he  was  a  loyal  mem- 
ber and  faithful  to  his  duties  in  ev- 
ery walk  of  life),  but  in  his  home  as 
well,  where  he  was  the  sunshine  of 
his  wife  and  little  ones. 

Fourth :  That  Brother  Walker  wa^ 
killed  instantly  while  on  a  motor  car 
near  Willmore,  W.  Va.,  on  the  5th 
day  of  May,  A.  D.,  19n.  And  we 
feel  the  great  loss  of  Brother  Walk- 
cr,  as  he  was  dearly  loved  by  all 
who  knew  him.  And  we  regret  to 
say  that  his  place  cannot  be  filled 
in  our  midst,  and  it  causes  Lodge 
No.  84  great  pain  not  to  see  Brother 
Walker  in  our  presence  at  our  lodge 
meetings.  Brother  Walker  has  been 
in  the  service  of  the  N.  &  W.  Rail- 
way for  many  years  and  was  well 
thought  of  and  loved  and  respected 
by  all  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact, and  we  regret  very  much  the 
loss  of  Brother  Walker. 

Fifth :  That  his  widow  be  furnish- 
ed a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  and 
that  one  copy  be  spread  on  our  min- 
utes ;  arid  that  this  be  printed  in  our 
"ADVANCED  ADVOCATE." 

May  the  Lord  bless  and  protect 
his  bereaved  family  in  the  sad  hours 
of  their  loss,  and  may  they  ever  look 
to  him  who  knows  best  in  all  things. 

Now,  we,  the  committee: 

C.  T.  Pleasants,  Chairman. 
J.  P.  Stuart, 
J.  V.  Mattox. 


JOHN  HEAD— Lodge  No.  161 
Medicine  Hat,  Alta,  Can.  Killed 
by  light  engine  near  Dunmorc, 
Sept.  18th. 

HENRY  TAYLOR  —  Lodge  No. 
273,  Swords  Creek,  Va.  Received 
notice  of  death  Sept  25th. 

ELI  BISHOP— Lodge  No.  333,  Ola- 
mon,  Me.  Killed  by  express  freight 
train,  Sept.  23d. 
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ROLL  QF  HONOR. 

Lodges   Showing  the   Largest   In- 
crease in  Membership. 

Last  month  ten  lodges  initiated 
145  new  members.  This  month  ten 
lodges  installed  178  new  members. 
The  count  in  each  case  beinp^  from 
the  19th  of  one  month  to  the  19th 
of  the  next. 

Lodge  Name.                                          Inc. 

8       LimestODe    39 

83        Elmira 29 

598        Nickle  Plate 26 

231        Heron  fiay  15 

46        Hume   14 

99        Shenandoah    12 

285        Worcester  12 

465        ConnersYille 12 

291        Beaver  10 

135        Prairie   9 

Organizers  Showing  Largest 
Percentage. 

Brother  E.  DeDecker  has  retired 
for  the  present  from  our  organizing 
force  and  Brother  Bell  this  month 
assumes  the  lead  with  Brother 
George  Keays  a  close  second.  Last 
month  eleven  organizers  initiated 
550  new  members.  This  month  ten 
organizers  installed  352  new  mem- 
bers. 

Name.  Mem. 

A.  Bell -68 

Geo.  Kea^s  .: 64 

J.  J.  Sullivan 43 

T.  S.  Miller 33 

P.  W.  Welch : . . . .     28 

H.  B.  Stokes 27 

W.  Wocka 26 

M.  B.  Pate 22 

8.  J.  Graham 21 

A.  M.  Hartley 20 

Individual  effort  is  again  makinj^^ 
an  excellent  showing.  Last  month 
twenty-one  members  added  thirty- 
three  new  names  to  the  membership. 
This  month  twenty  members  also 
added  thirty-three  new  names  to  the 
roll. 


Name  and  Address.  No. 

Roj  Denning,  Hamilton,  Ohio 5 

Jos.  New,  Terence,  Man Z 

H.  W..  Aerrington,  Red  Deer,  Alia. ...     Z 

O.  R.  May.  Tomsburg,  W.  Va a 

Chas.  Mattox,  Prince  Albert,  Sask...     2 

J.  R.  Knight,  Day,  Fla 2 

Jas.  Wakeman,  Brskine,  Alta 2 

W.  A.  Desellen,  Sioux  City,  la 

P.  C.  Carr,  Dermott,  Ark 

D.  Proulx,  Amprior,  Ont 

J.  Mclntyre,  Didsbury,  Alta 

Chas.  Brinkman,  Cliffside,  Tex 

Fred  Hrychenk,  La  Valle,  Ont 

P.  Bilyk,  Moor  Xake  Sta.,  Ont 

F.  J.  Rolufs,  Baldwin,  La 

P.   Ilnicki,   Naseby,  Sask 

Donald  McPhee,  Minitonas,  Man 

J.  A.  Dietrich,  Marathon,  Fla 

R.  H.  Field,  Bealton,  Va 

L.  J.  Thompson,  Surrency,  Ga 

New  Members  from  Sept.  19,  191 1» 
to  Oct.  19,  1911,  Inclusive. 

Canada  ■. — 457 

United  States 588 


Total 


.1,045 


-^o^ 


PRIZE  WINNERS. 


Members:  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  L.  C. 
Campbell,  page  692. 

Journal  Agents:  Odenton,  N.  C.^ 
page  705. 

Ladies:  Harrington,  Me.,  Mrs.  M. 
S.  Allen,  page  712. 

Girls:  Honesdale,  Pa.,  Rose  Mus- 
sari,  page  715. 

Boys :  Speed,  N.  C,  Wm.  A.  Par- 
ker, page  706. 

Organizers :  No  competition. 
.  To  encourage  everyone  to  do 
their  best,  a  prize  will  be  given  each 
month.  First,  a  gold  emblem  or 
journal  agent's  badge,  same  as  illus- 
trated in  the  AovocAtE,  to  the  jour- 
nal agent  sending  in  the  best  and 
newsiest  report  each  month  for  pub- 
lication. Second,  a  gold  emblem  or 
member's  badge,  as  illustrated,  for 
the  member  sending  the  best 
letter  each  month.  Third,  a  gen- 
uine pigskin  card  case,  with  two 
pock^s,  for  the  best  letter  written 
by  an  organizer.  Fourth,  to  the 
lady,  or  girl,  or  boy  sending  in  the 
best  letter  each  month,  a  large  Htho- 
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THE  BBOTHBBHOOD  THBRMOMBTEB. 

There  has  been  another  ahuffle  in  positlont  on  this 
pace  durinir  October,  which  la  an  excellent  ilfii  all  Utc 
wlrei  are  conitantly  on  the  move  never  remalainf  looc 
enough  in  one  poaltlon  to  take  root. 

Nelson  Lodge  No.  181  jumpa  thia  month  from  third  to 
flrat  place  while  Ifedlcine  Hat  Lodire  No.  125  dropt  back 
one  point,  although  they  added  12  members  to  thetr  roll 
since   last  month. 

Portage  La  Prairie  Lodge  No.  145  also  drops  back  a 
point   with  eleven   more  members   than    In   September. 

Beaver  Lodge  No.  291  are  working  like  their  aaaw- 
sake  and  hold  their  own  In  fourth  position  this  month. 

Winnipeg  Lodge  No.  207  haa  moved  ahetd  <me  notch 
this  month  with  an  increase  of  twenty  members  over  6ap- 
tember. 

Portland  Lodge  No.  288  has  Jumped  ahead  four  petats 
this  month  with  twenty-nine  new  names  on  their  roIL 

Ottawa  Lodge  No.  i2Z  drops  back  two  polnu  with  a 
gain  of  eleven  more  members  than  laat  month. 

Boston  Lodge  No.  120  is  putting  on  the  old  time  vigor 
in  coming  to  the  top  again,  jumping  from  fourth  place  la 
the  bulb  to  eighth  place  in  the  stem. 

Revelstoke  Lodge  Na  208  has  dropped  back  a  couple  9i 
points  with  a  gain  of  nine  members  this  month. 

Limestone  Lodge  No.  8  although  occupying  tenth  positloa 
in  the  stem  shows  the  largest  gain  of  any  lodge  for  th« 
month.  This  lodge  •did  not  appear  on  this  page  for  several 
months.     Look  out  for  Limestone  Lodge  No.  8. 

Lodge                                          Name.                                           Mem. 
278 Hoosac  Tunnel    IM 

41 Clinton    Ml 

78 West    Concord    1«» 

622 If  enominee 14T 

111 , Kanawha   144 

64 St.    Johnsbury     142 

288 Rat   Portage    IW 

117 Elk    Valley    lU 

161 Calgary   1J4 

87 Greensboro  HI 

598 NIckle  Plate m 

229 Cranbrook    126 

187 Parnham     12€ 

67 Kenova    12* 

283 , Springfield    124 

209 Huntlngbarg   ItJ 

273 .Rlchlanda     \ 119 

3 Englehart     HI 

281 Selma    Ill 

127 Moosejaw     11« 

402 .Keeno     1« 

In   the   bulb   this   month    the   changes    In  position   are   as 
varied  and  surprising  aa  in  the  stem  of  the  thermometer. 

Hoosac    Tunnel    Lodge    No.    278    jumps    from    tenth  place 
last  month  to  the  first  position  in  bulb  this  montlu 

Clinton  Lodge  No.   41  jumps  ahead   one  point. 

West  Concord  Lodge  No.  78  changes  position  wltb  Citato 
Lodge. 

Ifenomlnee  Lodge  No.  622  drops  back  from  first  posWw 
last  month   to  fourth  this  month. 

Kanawha  Lodge  No.  Ill  retains  the  same  positloo  as  last 
month,  also  does  St.   Johnsbury  Lodge  Na  64. 

Rat  PorUge  Lodge  No.  238  retires  temporarily  from  Iht 
stem  to  seventh  position  In  the  bulb  this  month. 

Blk  Valley  Lodge  No.  117  drops  back  one  polst  C^i^ 
month. 

Calgary  Lodge  No.  161  falls  back  two  points  tlilB  ntositl 
as  does  also  Greensboro  Lodge  No.  87. 

Nickel  Plate  Lodge  No.  698  jumps  ahead  ten  polaU  t±^ 
month. 

Cranbrook  Lodge  No.  889  falls  back  three  points  tl^s 
month. 

Farnham  Lodge  No.  187  was  not  on  this  page  Isiat  saost!! 

Kenova   Lodge  No.  67  falls  back  two  points  this    zooath. 

Springfield    Lodge    No.    288    did    not   appear   on    tbim  : 
last    month,    neither    did    Huntlngburg    Lodge    No.     29%. 

Richland  Lodge  No.  273  goes  ahead  one  point,  ckasglsf 
place  with  Englehart  Lodge  No.  8. 

Selma  Lodge  No.  281  drops  back  four  points  tills  ima£-i 
and  Moosejaw  Lodge  No.  127  drops  back  also  as  do«B  Keee:* 
Lodge  No.  402. 

Last  month  the  total  ntembershlp  accounted  tor  em  tv^ 
page  was  4166.  This  month  the  total  on  this  pa«e  la  61^ 
a  gain  of  993  members.  The  various  lodges  who  m^w^mr  ■^ 
this  page  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  their  slftowtas  t*.s 
month.  Each  one  will  require  to  put  their  best  foot  ~  "^ 
in  November  to  maintain  their  standard.  We  i»r«dict 
eral  surprises  next  month. 
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Grand    Lod^e    Officers 


A.  ■.  Um.  Omod  Prai..  Tuiol  Bldf..  8t. 

OBAND  TICB-PBSBIDINTS. 
At  F.  ftoat  IvanhML  Out. 

«.  J.  P««trt.  VuMl  Bldg..  St  Lomft.  Mo.  _ 

N.  A.  Vnrpta.  SSt  N.  Cmtnl  Park  At*..  ChtOBgo.  DL 
My.  Invfi.  B«i  IM.  Portal*  la  Pnlrtt.  Mas. 


EXKCUnVB  COiaaTTEB. 


JeiiMtt,  Box  •.  South  Danbiur.  N.  H. 
PtM.  Onuid  BoeroU 
OrtiB.  Taool  Bldf.. 


or- 


fleUl  Oitaa.  ToboI  Bldf..  it  Louis.  Mo. 
jMiM  Wm.  ZmMIi.  Solicitor.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
jri.   EMtMia.  ClMPlolii.   R.   P.  D..  East  Tbotford.  Tt 
Altx.  AIM.  Grand  Idimt  SMtlnoI.  Yanol  Bldi..  8L  Loitfa. 
Wintr  A.  tprtOMf.  Onoid  Out*  SMtUMlTvonol  Bklg.. 

LA2>IXS'  AUXILIABT  TO  THB  L  B.  M.  W.  B. 
■ra.  Corn  f .  tailtli.  Grand  Praridant  Canaan.  N.  H. 
■ra.  8ao.  t.  Janaaw.  Grand  Secretary- Treasurer,  Box  •. 

Booth  Danbory.  N.  H. 


W.  H.   Noyot,  Chairman.  M  Wrifht  Are..  TonntOb  OnL 

asorta  Sonl.  Soeratary.  Box  Ml,  Portag*  U  Pratrla.  Man. 

J,  E.  Sailtli.  Uttleton.  Maia. 

8.  M.  f\ini  4M  OorraU  St.  Oceenaboro.  N.  a 

T.  J.  O'Dooaall.  Hamando.  Mlsa. 


Ban.  A. 
Carr.  P.  C 
Qiapman.  B.  Q. 
ChoatTB.  I*. 

Dirkln.'M.'w. 
GalUgan.  J.  A. 
Oautbier.  Thoa. 
Oaemaart.  Louis 
Graham.  8.  J. 
GUUas.  J.  T. 


OBOANIZXB8. 
HarUey.  Asa  M. 
UuIL  W.  H. 
Johnson.  B.  W. 
Kaaya.  Geo. 

Ofden.  O. 
Potts.  A.  M. 
Powora.  T.  C. 
Bleelo.  S. 
Blloy.  J.  A. 


Stokea.  H.  B. 
Stuart.  J.  P. 
SuUlvan.  J.  J. 
Swank,  fllram 
YIena.  D.  N. 
Welch.  P.  H. 
WUbur.  8. 


Wynn.aM. 


LIST   or  OBNEBAL-CBAIRMXM. 


A..  B.  A  A.— J.  D.  Holt.  O.  C  Til  Baat  Masnolla  St. 
FH— mid.  Go.;  J.  K.  Bodfsra.  Soeratary.  Wray.  Oa. 


Afo. 

Cmitrn.  MA 


Jr.,  Q.  C  M  : 

8.  NaaL  Baorotaxy.  Madfard 


Bmim  A  Albany— Benjamin  Bannolt.  G.  C.  Snlto  8.  fS 
BaMdsrt  St.  Boston.  Maaa.;  M.  J.  Poirara.  Socrataiy. 
Bos  4S.  Soothniki  Maaa. 

B.  A  O.  8.-W.— Wm.  Towa.  G.  C.  B.  P.  D.  6.  North 
Yanna.  Xnd.:  B.  D.  Sehlayar.  SaeraUij.  Ml  Ollto 
WL,  Oiimootbak  Mo. 

B.  A  O.  CM.  T«.  B.  B.— M.  B.  Owan.  G.  C.  4511 
■normmsnU  At*.,  ChleafOb  HI. 

BnlltaMro  A  OMo— W.  1.  Glann.  Saerotaiy.  411  Merchant 
Bt.   Fairmont.  W.  Ya. 

•onlOB  A  Malno— B.  H.  Ctewford.  G.  C.  Box,  €S.  MelroM. 

N.    T.:   W.    S.   Kennlston.    Beerotary.    No.   4   B.    B. 

8«anr*.  Coneocd.  N.  H. 
^\>««^««'  NorthscB— F.  H.  FUondal.  G.  C.  Box  SM.  War- 

•on.  Tr*«sur*r.  Oalr.  Bask. 

GnandUn  Northern  In  Ontario— B.  Glrens.  Q.  C.  Udney. 

Ont. 
ftoa^'^n  Northam  Quabae  By.— H.  St  Cyr.  L'EplphAnlo. 

Qnn^ 
ranr^**  Padflo-Wki.  Dorey.  Q.  C.  Woodstock.  N.B.: 

JD.    Campbell.   Secretary.    10  Thornton  Are..   London. 

Oat. 
C,  C.  *  O.— C  C  Wimam«,  G'.  C.  St  PaoL  Ya.:  C.  J. 

Jonoa.  SaoreUry.  Yuma.  Ya. 
Ctetml  of  GeorgU— D.  O.  Borom.  Round  Oak.  Ga. :  P.  M. 

Itoaoour.  Secretaiy.  Opelika.  Ala. 
CAN.    W.— Petar  Peterson.   O.    C,    1140  Liberty   St. 

Clinton.  la.;  Robt  Kellcy.  Secretary.  8221  N.  Albanjr 

ATO..    ChicafO.    UL 
C   *  O.— J.  B.  Pufh.  G.  C.  B.  P.  D.  6.  Box  Al.  Blch- 

mond.  Ya.:  J.  W.  Brown.  Secretary.  Griffith.  Va. 
e  4k  W.  C— M.  W.  James,  G.  C.  ParksTlUe.  8.  C 
Ctalenco   Jonetlon-Jno.  Baker.  G.   C.  5014  Center  Are.. 

QileMto,   ni.;  Jaa.   Consodine.   Secretary,    3334   Wood 

St..   ChlcsfO.  lU. 
C-.   M.    *  St  P.— Jaa.  Browder.  G.  C.  6818  N.  61st  St. 

Cblenfo.  HI. 
taBOlnantl.  HamUton  A  Dayton— Ed  Morman.  G.  C.  Box 

4TS.    Columbus   Grore,   O.:   Boy   Dennlnf.    Secretary, 

T14  8.  fth  St,  Bamnton,  O. 
Cnnl  *  C*k*  By.— W.  L.  Staughter.  G.  C  Gamoway.  W. 
^^▼n.;  W.  L.  Quickal.  Secretary.  Gassovay.  W.  Ya. 
iMnwar*  A  HndHm— G^eon*  Smith.  O.   a.  Meadowdalo, 

_,.  ,     >  Atlantlo— M.  Kennedy,  G.  C.  Waterrllle.  N.  8. : 
M.  H.  MeCnrdy.  Secretary,  OM  Bams,  N.  R. 
8.    •.  A  A.— C  A.  Fellman.  G.  C.   618  N.  8d  St.. 
fi^ronstU,  Mleh.:  Wm.  Peteraon.  Secretary.  Bos  91. 
tfAnm,  MMl 


BsQ.  A  Nan.  By.— P.  Harper.  G.  C,  Msywood  P.  O..  Ylo- 
lorla.  B    C:  8.  Sketch.  Secretary.  Walllnffton.  B.  C 

Fla.  Baat  Coast— O.  B.  Bafiott  G.  C.  Port  Oranca,  Fla.; 
H.  W.  Godwin.  Secretary,  435  Fifth  St.  Miami  Fla. 

Ga.  By-— J.  T.  iTsy,  O.  C.  B.  F.  D.  8.  Thomaon.  G^; 
W.  B.  Bray.  Soeratary.  P.  O.  Bos  55.  Staph«a.  Oa. 

Goonla  A  Florida— J.  T.  Maaa».  O.  C,  Yaldosta.  On.: 
John  Dyall.  Soeratary.  Doudss^  Gk. 

Grand  Trunk  Padllo— A.  Barker.  G.  C,  Box  680.  Portaia 
la  Pralrla.  Man.:  J.  Wild.  Secretary.  MatnUa.  Baak. 

O.  8.  A  F.  By.— M.  MoGormack.  a  C.  Arabl.  Ga. 

Halifax  A  8.  W.— Geo.  N.  Fox.  G.  C  Baat  Pubnloob  N. 
8.;  B.   Feener.  Secretaiy.  Brldgowater.  N.  8. 

nilnols  Central— T.  J.  O'DonnalLG'.   &.  Hernando.  Mlas 

Intereolontal  A  P.  B.  L— Goo.  W.  Murray.  G.  C. 'Truro, 
N.  8.:  Bufone  SsTai*.   Secretary.  MarysTllIa.   N.   B. 

Indtana  Barbot^^.  Blooii.  O.  C  188  Broadway.  BIno  Is- 
land. UL:  Frank  Schneider.  Secretary,  418  Plummer 
Are.,  Hammond,  Ind. 

Maine  Central— a  C.  AUan.  G.  C  Lincoln  Csntar.  M^: 
Alis.  McMlnn.  8*e>.  Ill  Winter  St.  Lewlston.  Ma. 

Mlehlcan  Csntral— O.  Ginett.  G.  C.  Uwton.  Mich.:  W 
Bueaa.  Secretary.  814  N.  Park  St.  Kalmaaoo.  Mleh. 

M.,  St  P.  A  8.  8.  M.  (Soo  Line)— L.  Norixy.  Q.  C,  B. 
F.  D.  1.  Box  4.  Whlta  Bear  Lake.  Mten. 

Mobile  A  Ohlo-J.  M.  Tounc,  G.  C  1780  N.  8d  St.  Co- 
lumbua.  Miss.:  C  L.  Hal*.  Secretary.  Columbus.  Ky. 

Norfolk  Southern— 8.  A.  Sutton.  G.  C.  Ill  B.  Brambleton 
Are..  Norfolk.  Ya.;  J.  T.  Phllllpa.  Secretaiy.  Bridge- 
ton.  M.  (X 

Norfolk  A  Weatacn— T.  H.  Gerrey.  O.  C.  B.  F.  D.  8.  Box 
5.  Wafaiut  Core.  N.  C:  J.  P.  Stuart  No.  8  Baldwin 
Ato..  Bluedeld.  W.  Ya. 

New  Brunswick  Southern— B  F.  Austin.  Acttng  Chairman. 
Clinch's  Mills,  N.  B. 

N.   O..   M.   A  C— 

H.   L   Nicholson,   Seeretsry.   Har  Sprlnaa.   Miss. 

Pere  Marquette— H.  McLaushUn,  O.  C,  31  Deronshlre 
PI..  St  Thomns.  Ont;  Stephen  Tilley.  Sec'y.  48  Park 
Are.,   Chatham,   Ont 

PorUand  Termlnnl  Co.— A.  F.  Smith.  G.  C.  787  Con- 
gress 8t.,   PorUand.   Me. 

Quebec  Cen.— J.  A.   Leesard.  G.  C,  Beauce  Jet.  Que. 

Quebec  A  L.  St  John— J.  G.  OrefTard.  G.  C  St  Ray- 
mond, Que. 

Seaboard  Air  Line— R.  D.  Bradley,  G.  C,  Box  108,  Bo- 
gait,  GU.;  M.  C.  Sutton,  Soeratary.  Yldalla.  Oa. 

Somerset  By.- B.  B.  Hark.  G.  C.  Msdlson.  Me.:  B. 
PlW^oe.  Secretary,  Box  853,  Bingham.  Me. 

Southern  lU.— D.  P.  Lnngley.  G.  C.  Chllderaburg,  Ala.: 
A.  L.  Eppa,  Becretary.  Almond.  N.  C 

T.  A  N.  O.— W.  Swltaer.  G.  C.  Latohford.  Ont;  L. 
Pelkla.  Secretary,  Thomloe.  Ont 

Ya.  By.- T.  D.  McCoy.  G  C.  McCoy,  Ya. 

Waahlngtoo  Co.  Ry.— Zlna  M.  Cook.  G.  C.  JadtsonTllla. 
Me.:  B.  J.  Palmer.  Beeretaiy.  Whltnerrllle.  Mo. 

Wis.  Cen.— P.  Rasmussen.  G*.  C  Cylon,  Wis.:  P.  McOee. 
Secretary.  888  Court  St,  Chippewa  Falls,  Wla. 
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This  is  the  season  of  the  year  when 
drains  and  water  courses  should  be 
cleaned  out  and  put  in  shape  for  service.  - 

The  requirements  of  a  ditch  is  to  draw 
all  water  from  the  roadbed  that  could  in 
any  way  afFect  the  surface  or  line  of  the 
track,  and  also  protect  cuttings  and  em- 
bankments. If  a  foreman  has  any  doubt 
as  to  which  direction  water  should  be  run, 
let  himi  provide  himself  with  three  boning 
rods  made  from  three  pieces  of  wood  one 
inch  thick  by  one  and  one-half  to  two 
inches  wide  and  about  four  feet  long.  The 
three  must  be  exactly  the  same  length. 
Nail  a  cross  piece  ten  inches  long  to  one 
end  of  each  rod,  equally  divided  and 
square,  to  the  longer  piece.  Take  these 
boning  rods  to  the  place  you  want  to  drain 
from,  and  stand  one  on  rail  or  tie  at  high- 
est point  with  cross  piece  on  top;  stand 
the  second  one  the  length  of  your  track 
level  apart,  now  set  your  level  board  on 
top  of  cross-pieces  and  shim  the  two  rods 
level,  have  a  man  take  the  third  rod  to 
end  of  cutting  or  outlet  of  the  proposed 
ditch,  set  upright  on  either  tie  or  rail 
same  as  first  two,  now  sight  over  the  first 
two  and  if  any  parts  of  the  cross-piece  is 
visible  then  the  grade  runs  toward  you, 
and  if  water  must  be  run  in  that  direc- 
tion, the  ditch  at  the  outlet  must  be  deep- 
ened as  much  as  it  is  too  high  and  some 
extra  to  allow  for  fiow  of  water,  which 
should  not  be  less  than  1  inch  to  each  12 
feet  of  flow  if  it  can  be  avoided;  other- 
wise, the  flow  of  water  will  be  slow.  The 
ditch  at  its  shallowest  point  should  be 
several  inches  below  the  bottom  of  tie  in 
sand  or  gravel;  in  quicksand  12  inches  be- 
low is  not  too  much.  All  long  cuttings 
should  be  tile  drained.  The  first  cost  of 
tile  drain*  properly  laid,  is  about  all  the 
item  of  expense.  In  quicksand  it  may 
have  to  be  cleaned  out  every  three  years, 
but  even  then  it  is  by  far  the  cheapest 
and  best  ditch.  A  tile  drain  laid  in  a 
quicksand  cutting  is   difficult  to  lay  so 


that  the  tile  will  not  choke  up  with  quick- 
sand. I  have  had  some  experience  with 
tile  in  quicksand  and  found  the  following 
method  is  the  best  of  any  I  ha\ie  tried: 

The  levels  were  taken  from  the  rail 
and  ditch  opened  up  slightly  deeper  and 
wider  than  required.  I  took  ordinary 
fence  boards  and  nailed  two  together  in 
shape  of  a  V.  The  first  board  on  one  side 
was  6  feet  long  and  on  the  other  side  12 
feet  long.  All  other  boards  were  12  feet 
long.  The  short  piece  enabled  us  to  nail 
them  with  broken  Joints.  These  V's  were 
laid  in  the  ditch  and  leveled  up  to  place 
with  engine  cinders,  taking  the  levels 
from  the  rail.  A  man  followed  behind 
and  laid  the  tile  in  the  V,  after  which 
men  followed  and  filled  the  V  and  cov- 
ered the  tile  with  cinders,  ballast  or  other 
porous  material  to  the  surface  of  the 
grade. 

I  laid  several  miles  of  tile  in  this  way 
and  three  years  later  the  water  was  flow- 
ing through  freely,  although  when  we 
were  digging  the  ditch  I  had  difficulty  in 
getting  it  deep  enough  on  account  of  the 
water  and  quicksand  running  in  and  fill- 
ing up  the  excavation. 

If  plenty  of  medium-size  stones  are 
available,  I  would  as  soon  use  them  in  a 
ditch  as  tile,  if  there  was  no  quicksand. 
If  your  ditch  is  bottomed  up  level  and  a 
fairly  good  fall  for  the  water,  place  your 
large  stones  on  the  bottom  with  space  be- 
tween the  stones,  then  fill  others  on  top 
to  near  the  grade  surface.  Clay  or  ballast 
may  be  put  on  top  to  level  up  with  grade 
and  your  ditch  will  draw  off  a  very  large 
flow  of  water  without  any  appearing  on 
the  surface.  The  beauty  of  a  tile  or  stone 
drain  is  that  if  care  is  taken  in  laying 
the  tile  or  bottom  stones  in  ditch  your 
ditch  requires  but  little  attention  and  you 
are  not  clearing  away  obstructions  every 
year.  Where  plenty  of  small  trees  are 
available,  I  have  seen  good  ditches  made 
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by  filling  DP  the  ditch  with  small  poles 
and  branches,  covering  with  gravel  or  cin- 
ders,  the  pole  laid  lengthwise,  allowing 
the  water  to  run  freely. 

A  dump  requires  a  ditch  to  protect  the 
foot  of  slope  as  much  as  the  cuttings  do. 
Where  a  good  ditch  is  maintained  at  the 
foot  of  slope  the  heavy  rain  does  not  af- 
fect the  footing  and  cause  the  earth  to 
slip  like  it  does  where  there  is  no  ditch. 
If  the  dump  is  formed  of  sand  or  other 
light  material,  the  bottom  of  slope  should 
be  secured  by  stone  laid  in  form  of  a  shal- 
low wall  or  as  rip-rap.  Failing  to  have 
stone,  your  old  ties  can  be  used  to  good 
advantage  by  placing  them  end  to  end  and 
driving  two  or  three  stakes  behind  each 
tie  to  hold  them  up  to  foot  of  dump  and 
prevent  the  light  soil  from  being  washed 
into  your  ditch.  /  S.  J.  Peqo. 
•  o^ 

Concrete  Ties. 

One  of  the  most  serious  and  perplexing 
questions  which  confronts  the  railroad  en- 
gineer of  today  is  the  tie  problem.  As 
an  evidence  of  this,  during  the  year  1907 
the  railroads  of  the  United  States  used 
approximately  118,000,000  ties,  a  very 
large  percentage  of  which  were  renewals. 

This  vast  inroad  upon  the  limited  and 
rapidly  decreasing  supply  of  timber  has 
caused  wooden  ties  to  become  poor  in 
quality  and  high  in  price,  with  a  result 
that  railroad  engineers  realize  the  neces- 
sity of  procuring  a  substitute  and  have 
been  experimenting  with  concrete  ties  of 
various  designs  for  the  past  few  years. 
While  none  of  these  ties  have  been  tested 
long  enough  under  heavy  and  high  speed 
trafllc  to  warrant  selecting  any  one  as  a 
proper  substitute  for  the  wooden  ties  un- 
der all  conditions,  the  success  of  some  of 
the  ties  tested  thus  far  has  been  great 
enough  to  convince  railroad  engineers  who 
have  given  the  most  study  to  the  subject, 
that  a  properly  reinforced  concrete  tie 
with  proper  fastenings  is  a  practical  and 
economical  tie,  at  least  for  tracks  where 
the  speed  is  low  and  where  conditions 
are  adverse  to  the  life  of  wood  or  metal. 
Concrete  ties  are  suitable  for  use  in  yards 
and  sidings  and  there  is  an  enormous 


place  for  their  introduction  into  this  field 
alone. 

Concrete  ties  possess  certain  natnnl 
advantages  over  either  timber  or  sM. 
inasmuch  as  dampness,  drawn  fires  and 
insects  have  absolutely  no  effect  upon 
them.  In  addition,  they  are  practically 
independent  of  the  steel  and  timber  ma^ 
ket,  and  can  be  made  along  the  line  of  tie 
railroad,  and,  as  compared  with  the 
chemically  treated  timber  or  the  steel  tie, 
at  a  reasonable  cost 

Concrete  ties  have  been  in  successful 
use  in  Indo-China  for  about  ten  yean, 
where  a  very  peculiar  species  of  ant  ^ 
stroys  wooden  ties  in  a  few  months.  At 
the  present  time  it  is  estimated  that  there 
are  over  1,000,000  of  these  ties  in  service. 
They  are  of  an  inverted  T-sectlon,  the 
flange  of  which  is  laid  on  the  gronni 
the  stem  being  vertical.  The  rails  are 
fastened  by  bolts  which  are  imbedded 
in  an  enlargement  of  the  stem  where  the 
rails  pass.  In  Italy  concrete  ties  have 
been  tried  with  such  success  that  the 
Italian  government  has  recently  placed 
an  order  with  various  manufacturers  in 
Italy  for  300,000  concrete  ties. 

In  the  design  of  a  successful  tie  there 
are  a  number  of  important  functions  that 
seem  to  be  more  or  less  overlooked  in 
many  of  the  ties  thus  far  built  Cushion 
blocks,  if  used,  should  be  removable,  and 
the  fastenings  should  be  of  such  a  nature 
that  they  will  never  have  a  tendency  to 
shake  loose  nor  be  inaccessible,  and  mar 
be  renewed  if  injured. 

Inasmuch  as  automatic  block  signaling 
is  being  extended  very  rapidly  upon  p^a^ 
tically  all  of  the  railroads,  it  is  import- 
ant that  the  rails  should  be  insnlated. 
and  therefore  it  is  necessary  to  place 
sufficient  concrete  between  the  metal  in 
contact  with  the  rails  and  the  longito- 
dinal  reinforcement. 

Many  long  ties  have  failed  tnm  the 
fact  that  they  were  not  designed  to  act  as 
cantilever  beams,  thus  being  unable  to 
withstand  the  severe  shocks  coupled  with 
the  sinking  of  the  tie  under  passing  loads 
on  center  bound  track.  The  dlfBculty  ex- 
perienced with  tie  blocks  has  be^  in 
keeping  them  in  longitudinal  position  and 
maintaining  them  so  that  the  vertical  d^ 
flection  of  one  rail  will  not  greatly  exceed 
that  of  the  other,  thereby  causing  rolling 
and  pounding  of  the  equipment 

Finally,  ties  should  be  of  suffldent 
strength  to  support  derailed  cars  and  en- 
gines until  they  are  off  the  ends  of  the 
ties  and  actually  into  the  ditch;  other 
wise,  an  ordinary  derailment  may  become 
a  serious  wreck.— itoilroad  Engineerittg. 
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POETICAL 
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OIJ>  AUTUMN. 


Original. 
T^hen    the   summer    turns   to   Autumn   and    the 

leaves  have  turned  to  gold. 
And    the    sunny    days    have    vanished    for    the 

shorter  days  of  cold: 
When    the    camping    days    are    over    and    old 

Autumn  comes  along. 
Don't  It  Just  make  you  feel  as  if  there's  some* 

thing   wrong? 

Don't  your  old  heart  ache  with  sorrow  when 
the  summer  days  are  by. 

Old  Autumn  winds  approaching,  which  makes 
the    leaves   fly   high. 

With  the  summer  grass  all  dying  and  the  birds 
have   ceased  their  song 

Don't  it  Just  make  you  feel  as  if  there's  some- 
thing wrong? 

When  vacation  days  are  over  and  the  kids  have 

gone   to  school 
With   their  flghtin'  and  their  quarrelln'  always 

breakln'   some   new   rule 
When     everything's    so    quiet     that    you     feel 

there's  something  wrong 
Why   it's  just   because   old    Autumn   is   coming 

right  along. 

Don't   your  old   eyes   sort  of  water   when   you 

think  of  summer  gone 
Of   some    old-fashioned    picture    with    the    club 

that   you   belong 
Or  the  time  that  you  went  driving  with  a  girl 

you  thought  was  nice 
Oh!   to    have  old   summer  back   at  almost  any 

price. 

When   your  thoughts   go  back  to  summer  and 

the  happy  days  gone  by. 
And    your    mind    Is    sad    and    lonely    and    you 

think  how  time  does  fly 
When     the    summer    days    are    over    and    old 

Autumn  comes  along, 
Don't   it  Just  make  your  old  heart  feel   there's 

something    wrong? 

— Harry    Barle   Dixon. 
Thomdlke.  Oct   2,   1911. 

K> 

AN  OU>  TIMB  SECTION  FOREMAN'S  RUIJE8 
FOR  HIRINO   MEN. 


No    cigarette  fiends   need   apply. 

And  you  men  who  wear  stiff  hats,  pass  bye. 

And  dudes  with   paper  collars  hike. 

And    greasers  keep  on  down  the  pike. 

And  no  Nons  on   my   car  can  shine. 

But  the  man  with  the  boxing-glove*  Is  mine, 

Ahd  with  them  I  can  my  low  Joints  raise, 

Ahd  from  the  R.  M.  receive  great  praise, 

P6r  the  track  I'll  surely  keep  in  line. 

And  the  hand-car  then  will  always  run  fine, 

I   can  take  my  wife   to  church   without   a  Jar, 

That  is  if  Jerry   oils  that  car. 

And   with   my  Joints  up   and   track   in   line. 

My  car  can  beat  the  flyer's   time. 


«Boxing  Glove,  a  red  handkerchief  used 
by  old  time  section  men  to  carry  their  clothes 
in.    generally    carried    under    the    arm. 

OSCAR  DOUGLAS  WHITE. 
O- 

Gather  ye  roses  while  ye  may. 

Old  time  is  still  a-flying; 
And  the  same  flower  that  smiles  today. 

Tomorrow   win    be    dying. 


A  SOCnSTT  NOTE. 


Dear  Editor,  an  item: 

My   last,    perhaps,    this  year. 
I'm  keen  enough   to  write  'em. 

But   news  is   scanty  here. 
Society's  news  fountains 

Are  growing  very   dry; 
There's  nothing  in  the  mountains 

But  silence,   rocks  and  sky. 
Yet  by  the  sumac  torches 

That  on  the  hillsides  dance 
Late  gossips  on  the  porches 

S^y  out  one  last  romance. 
The   beautiful   Belle  Summer 

Who's   flirted   here   since   June 
Has  met  a  bold  newcomer 

And   she'll  surrender  soon. 
For  though  by  height  or  hollow 

Seclusion  she  may  seek. 
Rogue  Jack  Is  sure  to  follow 

And   feed   upon    her   cheek. 
Rose-branded    by    his   kisses. 

Her  splnsterhood    is   lost; 
Miss   Summer  now  is   "Mrs.** 

Her  married  name   Is  Frost. 
— Catholic   Standard   and 


Tlmea 


WnX    THE    1.IOHTS    BE    WHITE? 


Oft,  when   I   feel   my  engine  swerve. 

As  o'er  strange  rails  we  fare, 
I  strain   my   eye   around   the   curve 

For  what    awaits   us   there. 
When  swift  and  free  she  carries  me 

Through   yards  unknown   at   night, 
I  look  along  the   line   to  see 

That  all   the   lamps   are  white. 

The -blue  light  marks  the  crippled  car. 

The   green   light   signals  slow; 
The    red    light    Is    a    danger    light; 

The    white    light.    "Let    her    go." 
Again   the   open   fields   we   roam. 

And,   when   the  night  is  fair, 
I   look   up    In    the   starry   dome 

And   wonder  what's  up   there. 

For  whoi    can  speak  for  those  who  dwell 

Behind   the  ci^vIng  sky? 
No   man   has  ever  lived   to  tell 

Just    what    It    means    to    die. 
Swift  toward   life's  terminal  I   trend. 

The  run   seems  short   tonight; 
God   only  knows  what's  at  the  end— 

I    hope   the   lamps   are   white. 

— Cy  Norman. 
K> 

THE    DELUSION    OF    TRUTH. 


Unthinking,   idle,   wild  and  young. 

1    laughed   and   talked,   and  danced,   and  sung; 

And    proud   of  health,   of  freedom    vain. 

1 'reamed    not   of   sorrow,    care   or  pain; 

Concluding.    In    those    hours   of   glee. 

That    all    the    world   was    mad%    for   me. 

But    when    the   days    of   trial    came. 
When    sickness    shook    this    trembling    frame. 
When    folly's    gay    pursuits   were   o'er. 
And   I  could  dance  and   sing  no  more. 
It    then   occurred    how   sad  'twould   be 
Were    this    world   only    made   for  me. 

— Verses    said    to    have    been    written    by    the 
Princess   Amelia,    daughter   of  George   Xlh 
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KSRRT  PATCH. 


THB  TOILBRA. 


By  W.  P.  Woolfries, 

D'ye  mind  the  little  gardens  where  the  sun- 
flowers   used   to   grow. 

An'  the  banks  of  morning  glories,  along  the 
cottage    row ; 

When  you'd  pull  the  string  upon  the  door,  an' 
the  string  would  lift  the  latch — 

They  will  never  come  again,  avic — old  times  In 
Kerry    Patch! 

O  the  eating  an'  the  drinking,  an'  the  fiddling 

an'   the  mirth. 
That    came    with    every    wedding   an'    followed 

every  birth; 
O  the  lashin's  of  white  praties,  the  cabbage  an* 

the  pork I 
Sure  we  never  Judged  a  man  then  by  the  way 

he   plied   his    fork. 

But  the  christenings!   O  the  christenings!    Falx 

It's    them    would    draw    the    throng. 
With  the  very  latest  story  and  the  very  ouldest 

song. 
An'    the  dancing.   Pat.   d'ye  mind   it,   how  we'd 

thunder   on    the   floor; 
'Tls  hard  to  say.  but  folks  don't  care  for  chll- 

der   any   more. 

An'    ye   mind    the    little    flfe,    Pat,    we   used    to 

hear   ye   play. 
A    calling    up    sweet    memories    with    many    a 

good  ould  lay: 
There    was    "My  .Ould    Kentucky   Home,"    "The 

Sweet    Rose    of   Tralee," 
"The  Young  May  Moon  Is  Beaming,   Love,"  an' 

"The    Cottage   By    the    Sea." 

O   the  songs  of  old  with   their   words  of  gold, 

sure  they  set  the  heart  aflre! 
It  was  then  we  reached  the  stars.  Pat.  an'  got 

out   of  the   mire. 
'Tls  myself  that's  Just  a  thinking  now.  ye  might 

play  a  little  catch. 
That  will   bring  us  back  in  fancy  to   the  good 

ould  Kerry  Patch 

An*    the    presents    that    the    boys    would    bring 

from    the    ould    dart's    distant    shore^ 
Sure    their    trunks    were   filled    with    blackthorn 

sticks    an'    dudheens   by    the    score; 
With  Limerick  roll  an'  bog  oak.  an*  what  would 

raise    the    dead: 
The    real    ould    stuff    from    Donegal — an*    dulse 

from   Kerry   Head! 

An*   the  girls  with   roses  In  their  cheeks,  fresh 

from    the    Irish    hills— 
Whisper!      They     get    that    color    now,    at    the 

drugstore    with    their    pills. 
O    the    memories   of   the    good    ould   Patch,    an' 

the    days    that    are    no    more! 
When    the  string   was   hanging    from   the   latch 

on    every    cottage    door! 


THE  DOING. 


To  try  is  better  than  the  thing  you  try  for. 
To   hope   is   higher    than    the   height   attained, 

To  love  Is  greater  than  the  love  you  sigh  for, 
To   seek    Is    nobler    than    the    object    gained. 

To    "wrestle    with    the    angel" — this    avails. 

Although    the  motive   for  the    wrestling    falls. 

To  learn  Is  more  essential  than  the  knowing. 
To    know    Is    deeper    than    the    wisdom    found; 

To    live    is   grander   than   all    life's    bestowing. 
To   advance,   more   fruitful   than    the   vantage- 
ground. 

To    give    Is   far   more   blessed    than    receiving. 

To  tell    the   truth   needs  not   to   force   believing. 

To    speak    is    voice    eternal    In    vibration. 

To    blaze    a   trail    is   safer   than    hewn    road; 
To    think    is    power    of    Infinite    creation, 

To    trust    is    finer    than    to    see    your    God. 
To    think  —  to    act  —  these    bridge    the    world's 

abysses; 
To  die!     No  soul  has  told  a  soul  what   this  Is. 
— Ruth  O.   D.    Havens. 


Will   the  struggle  never  be  ended— 

Must  we  strive  till  the  darkness  shaU  esa^ 
No  rest  with  the   toil   ever  blendsd— 

No  smiles   on    the   lips   laoghtsr  dumb? 
Must   we  offer  our  all   on   the  altar. 

Must  we  worship  ths  God   they  uphold; 
Must  we  give  up  our  lives  without  faltsr. 

For   their   pitiful   pittance   of  gold? 

We  have  wept — but  the  load  Is  unllghtened. 

We  have  prayed — but  'twere  better  oasald; 
The  grasp  of  our  masters  had  tightened 

And  crushed  out  the  prayer  ere  it  spsd. 
We   have  given   up  Joys  yet   untasted 

To    humor    their   passion    and    greed. 
And   the  ones  for   whom  It  was  wasted 

Have  frowned  at  the  cry  of  our  need. 

IfTy   comrades   are   weary   of   minding 

The    furnace    and    lover    and    wheel. 
The  unceasing  roar  and  the  grinding 

That    causes    the   senses    to   reeL 
We  have  t>cgged  that  the  burden  be  ihlftsd 

Ere    the    lips    had    forgotten    to   smile. 
For  we  thought,  if  the  load  wers  bat  llfHd 

That   we   could   be   men   for   a   whlla 

But  the  Masters  have  turned  from  o«r  plesdlat, 

They  have  shuttered  their  eyes  from  our  pa^ 
And   blindly    they    follow    the   leading 

Of   the   God   that  is  known  as  Gain. 
And   the    wall   of   those  weary  of  living. 

Or  the  cry  of  our  babes  for  bread 
Is  lost   in  the  prayer  of  thanksglring 

That   the   Masters — in   sooth — are  fed. 

— ^Dana  Kneeland  Akeri. 
K> 

MT  OLD   CORK   COB  DUDHXEK. 


No,    it   isn't  very  handsome,  bat  It's  beaatlftti 

to   me, 
Satisfying   my   desires   when    from   toll  of  dW 

I'm    free.  ,^ 

All    fatlKue's    forgotten,    all    the    trials  of  Uft 

are  past. 
As  the  smoke  from  my  old  com  cob  curls  abeit 

me   thick   and   fast 
Ofttlmes   In    spells   of  silence   how   I  meet  eld 

friends    again. 
Hear  those  familiar  voices,  slnglnc  old  fiUBlUar 

strain; 
Old   paths,   the  dells  and  brooklets,  shlmntertef 

In    their    golden   sheen — 
Life  lived  over  in  the  smoke  from  my  old  ctn 

cob   dudheen. 

Many    a    lovely     picture      hangs    on    memofT^ 

silent    wall; 
Many     a    sweet-faced    Image     I     can    tenderlr 

recall; 
And  I  gaze  with  fondest  pleasure  on  the  y«a>* 

of   long   ago. 
Those     happy    years    when    friendship's    fiaoM 

blazed    with    fervent   glow. 
All  those  Joy  days — golden  hours   -gems  to  tfe« 

crown    of    life, 
Soem    to    crowd    in    through    the   smoke  rlnga 

banishing   the    strife: 
And    £   feel   as   free  and   happy   as  a  nalA  « 

sweet    sixteen,  ^ 

When    the    smoke    rings    curl    about   mo  tttn 

my   old    corn   cob   dudheen. 

In    the    evening   as   we   gather  round  tbs  trt- 

place   after   tea,  ^ 

My   dear  old   corn  cob  takes  ma  for  a  My  •■ 

fancy's  sea; 
And    we    spend    the   happy  moments  doMrm  ths 

stream   of   good   old    time. 
Where   we   always  find  a  welcouM  ta  ttM  v*^ 

of   song   and   rhyme. 
Yes.  many  a  league  we're  covered,  my  #nr  ea 

chum    and    I; 
We've  sailed  the  fiercest  gales  on  s« 

'neath    fairest    sky. 
No   artist   brush   can  paint  for  me 

sweet   a   scene 
As  the  pictures  thro*  the  smoke  rin^i  i 

old    corn    cob   dudheen. 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRFSPONDENTS. 

AH  oontiibntioiit  to  oar  oorrespondenoe  oolomns  most  be  in  NOT  LATSB  than  the  TENTH  OF  THI 
MONTH  to  insnre  pablication. 

Articles  most  be  written  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Noms  de  plmne  max  be  need,  bnt  every  article 
■intt  be  aooompanied  by  the  full  name  and  address  of  the  writer  to  insure  insertion. 

We  shall  be  clad  to  receive  articles  on  any  subject  of  general  interest  to  the  fraternity. 

Sectarian,  partisan,  sectional  or  racial  discussions  will  not  be  printed. 

All  oommunications  are  subject  to  revision  or  rejection,  as  the  editor  may  deem  proper. 

The  editor  does  not  assume  responsibility  for  the  opinions  expressed  by  contributors  in  this  department 

All  correspondence  pertaining  to  the  Advocatb  should  be  addressed  to  8.  J.  Pboo.  Editor  and  Msnager 
Vanol  Bulldinff.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


President's   Message. 

November  1,  1911. 
Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers: 

The  fall  days  which  some  poet  or 
rhymster  styles  "the  saddest  of  the 
year,"  are  with  us,  but  they  have  not 
changed  the  current  of  pleasurable  tell- 
ing of  good  news  of  the  continued  prog- 
ress of  the  good  old  L  B.  M.  W.  E.  char- 
iot September  has  <2uite  distanced  its 
namesake  of  former  years  and  contrib- 
uted its  quota  to  the  history  other 
months  have  been  telling  of  improved 
conditions.  The  month,  too,  has  re- 
minded us  that  shade  as  well  as  suu- 
shine  makes  up  the  sum  total  of  an 
Order's  history  as  well  as  of  an  indi- 
vidual or  nation.  "The  course  of  true 
love  never  runs  smoothly,"  it  is  said, 
which  may  or  may  not  be  true.  I  don't 
see  why  "true  love"  should  meet  with 
any  hindering  obstacles,  but  it  must 
often  do  so,  or  the  words  would  not  have 
passed  into  any  such  common  use  as  to 
become  proverbial.  However  that  may 
be,  the  course  of  any  organization 
whose  mission  is  to  promote  human  wel- 
fare, to  benefit  the  humble  wage  worker, 
to  make  life  less  burdensome  to  himself 
and  those  dear  to  him,  to  give  the  em- 
ployes whose  brain  and  brawn  make  the 
world's  wealth,  at  least  sufficient  wages 
to  be  able  to  procure  enough  of  the 


necessaries  of  life  to  sustain  life,  and 
to  procure  sufficient  clothing  to  at  least 
be  decent,  such  an  organization  most 
count  on  meeting  obstacles  enough  to 
prove  that  its  beneficient  course  will 
not  always  run  smoothly. 

And  this  brings  me  to  continue  the 
story  of  the  D.  L.  ft  W.  negotiations  and 
their  result  I  can  be  brief  as,  thaoks 
to  the  splendid  space  given  us  by  the 
press  of  Scranton,  copied  into  our  jour- 
nal, you  have  been  very  fully  informed 
of  what  has  taken  place.  The  Chief  Sn- 
gineer  having  refused  to  make  tbe 
slightest  concessions  in  either  rules  or 
rates,  and  then  finding  a  flimsy  excuse 
to  dismiss  Chairman  Foley  and  Com- 
mitteeman Kimball,  showed  clearly  tlut 
it  was  his  intent  to  disrupt  the  organi- 
zation. 

I  was  in  Cincinnati  with  the  C.  H.  ft 
D.  boys,  advising  them  in  their  first  con- 
ferences with  their  officials,  but  vb^ 
Vice-President  M.  J.  Powers  wired  me 
to  come,  I  turned  over  to  Vice-Presidtfit 
Vurpla  the  C.  H.  ft  D.  boys  and  at  once 
went  to  Scranton.  I  found  the  conunit- 
tee,  through  their  Vice-Chairman,  Broth- 
er Durkin,  had  tried  to  meet  General 
Manager  Clark,  who  refused  th^n  a 
hearing,  but  that  he  had  been  sent  for 
by  Chief  Engineer  Roy,  who  simply  con- 
firmed Foley's  dismissal,  but  did  not  gire 
an  opportunity  for  a  fair  investigation 
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by  bringing  the  Roadmaster  who  report- 
ed Foley  to  confront  him.  President 
Truesdale  was  then  applied  to  for  a 
hearing,  but  refused  to  meet  them,  tak- 
ing his  officials'  story  as  gospel  truth, 
and  then  the  matter  came  to  me.  I 
wired  President  Truesdale  for  a  hearing 
and  was  answered  that  he  saw  no  oc- 
casion for  meeting  me  or  anyone  else 
in  connection  with  the  matter.  I  then 
wrote  him  fully,  asking  him  to  consent 
to  a  reference  of  the  matter  to  arbitra- 
tion, either  by  the  usual  method  or 
ithrough  the  N.  T.  State  Board  of  Labor, 
and  pledged  the  committee  to  accept 
any  fairer  method  he  could  offer.  Ue 
refused  to  change  his  arbitrary  position 
and  the  N.  Y.  State  Board,  through  As- 
sistant Deputy  Commissioner  Downey 
and  C6L  Reagan,  interviewed  him  with- 
out result 

rhe  only  thing  left  for  me  to  do  was 
to  sanction  the  committee's  request  to 
ask  their  comrades  to  suspend  work,  and 
this  I  did,  the  suspension  to  take  effect 
on  Saturday  at  6  p.  m.  Thus,  the  of- 
ficials had  until  7  a.  m.  Monday  to  make 
overtures  of  peace,  but  none  came,  and 
I  was  informed  by  the  committee  that 
90  per  cent  of  their  comrades  went  out 

I  had  meantime  invoked  the  good  of- 
fices of  the  governors  of  three  states  af- 
fected and  they  promptly  replied.  Gov- 
ernor Wilson  of  New  Jersey  in  his  reply 
practically  rebuked  President  Truesdale 
for  his  refusal  to  arbitrate  the  matter. 
He  also  instructed  the  Ck>mmissioner  of 
Labor  for  New  Jersey  to  co-operate  with 
the  same  officer  for  New  York  in  a  fur- 
ther effort  to  bring  about  a  settlement 
which  Ihey  did,  but  without  result  The 
mayor  of  Scranton,  the  president  and 
secretary  of  the  Scranton  Board  of 
Trade  and  the  press  all  did  splendid 
service  in  behalf  of  the  men.  The  com- 
pany had  a  small  army  of  "Specials"  un- 
der one  "Colonel'  Schovell,  with  clubs 
and  Winchesters  galore,  the  clubs,  I  pre- 
sume, to  spike  the  rails  to  line  or  gauge, 
while  the  Winchesters  were  shooting 
up  low  Joints,  but  of  competent  track 
foremen,  "NOT  ONE."  All  was  in  the 
foremen's  own  hands.    They  couldn't  be 


replaced;  their  men  could  get  plenty  of 
work  elsewhere,  and  not  one  foreman 
had  been  replaced,  and  I  sent  out  circu- 
lars frequently,  telling  them  of  the  8i^ 
nation  and  assuring  them  if  they  Just 
kept  true  to  their  own  interests,  their 
committee,  their  friends  everywhere, 
their  fellow  employes  refusing  to  do  a 
single  tap  of  work  formerly  done  by 
them,  and  the  general  public,  it  was 
only  a  matter  of  a  short  time  when  the 
company  would  have  to  send  for  them 
and  they  could  go  back  honorably  and 
with  a  schedule  fair  to  alL 

Brother  Powers  had  arranged  a  series 
of  public  meetings  for  me,  and  these  I 
attended,  meeting  an  enthusiastic  re- 
ception alike  from  the  strikers  and  their 
friends.  The  public  and  everybody 
seemed  to  be  their  friends,  the  press 
was  givinia:  splendid  reports  of  the  meet- 
ings and  everything  was  going  favorably 
when  the  foremen  themselves  gave  their 
cause  away  by  going  back  to  work  in 
such  numbers  as  made  success  by  the 
good  fellows  remaining  true  impossible. 
They  held  meetings  accordingly,  di» 
cussed  and  considered  the  situation 
carefuUy,  and  voted  to  request  their 
committee  to  call  the  strike  off.  I 
complied  with  the  request  of  the  com- 
mittee, thus  allowing  the  good  men  who 
wished  to  do  so  to  return  honorably, 
which  they  did,  except  the  committee,  or 
at  least  Foley,  Durkln  and  KimbalL 

Thus  ended  a  strike  remarkable  for 
the  splendid  manner  in  which  all  con- 
cerned responded  to  the  call  and  equally 
remarkable  for  the  folly  which  rendered 
those  responsible  for  the  lack  of  success 
attending  it  look  like  simpletons.  Just 
think  how  they  must  feel  when  they 
come  to  realize  their  position!  Bach 
foolish  fellow  went  back  to  his  own  va- 
cant section  and  replaced  himself!  I 
don't  envy  them  their  feelings,  but  hope 
it  may  have  the  effect  of  teaching  them 
their  folly  and  helping  them  to  retrieve 
it  on  some  future  day. 

Meantime,  all  hands  are  fully  aware 
that  the  organization,  its  officers,  Vice- 
Presidents  Powers,  Vurpia,  and  myself^ 
carried  out  our  obligations  to  our  mem- 
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bershlp  everywhere  in  doing  all  that 
could  be  done  to  protect  our  committee, 
and  they  are  united  in  giving  us  due 
credit  and  placing  the  blame  where  it 
belongs.  We  have  received  many  com- 
pliments from  other  labor  unions,  who 
were  astonished  at  the  number  and 
power  of  the  influences.  I  brought  so 
promptly  to  bear,  and  I  have  also  been 
complimented  on  the  position  I  took  in 
offering  to  submit  the  controversy  to 
arbitration,  and  in  doing  everything  pos- 
sible to  secure  an  honorable  settlement 
before  sanctioning  a  strike.  The  strike 
has  been  a  costly  one  to  the  D.  L.  ft  W. 
"Schovells  and  specials,  clubs  and  Win- 
chesters," while  doing  nothing  to  main- 
tain the  tracks  or  switches,  are  a  costly 
bunch  for  a  road  to  carry,  and  their 
wages  would  have  provided  the  where- 
withal to  pay  the  slight  increase  in 
wages  required  to  meet  the  modest  de- 
mands of  their  trackmen.  I  need  not 
say  that  Brother  M.  J.  Powers  did 
splendid  service  and  earned  the  respect 
and  gratitude  of  every  worthy  brother 
on  the  D.  L.  ft  W. 

A  good  cause  is  never  lost,  and  I  am 
in  hopes  that  some  other  day  a  different 
story  will  be  written  of  the  Lackawanna. 
I  am  sanguine  that  the  exposure  of  the 
wretched  conditions  prevailing  on  the 
Lackawanna  will  remedy  some  of  them. 
For  instance,  this  enormously  wealthy 
company  reduces  the  wages  of  their 
section  men  in  the  fall  and  winter 
months  to  $1.35  per  day  and  then  makes 
the  wage  appropriation  of  three  men 
cover  the  time  of  five.  That  is,  three 
times  $1.35  for  three  men  for  26  days 
is  $105.30,  and  is  all  the  pay  five  men  re- 
ceive on  which  to  support  themselves 
and  families,  wives  and  children,  during 
the  winter  months.  Foremen  receive  no 
overtime,  no  matter  how  much  they  are 
called  out  at  night  or  on  Sunday.  These 
conditions  have  been  so  thoroughly  ven- 
tilated through  my  interviews  with  the 
press  and  at  our  public  meetings  that  I 
am  hopefill  these  disgraceful  conditions 
will  be  changed. 

On  the  C.  H.  ft  D.  a  more  Christian 
and  scientific  method  of  settling  a  wage 


controversy  is  in  progress,  and  if  so 
award  is  made  before  our  journal  goes 
to  press,  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  giv- 
ing you  the  result  I  told  you  in  my  last 
letter  I  had  been  called  to  Cindnnati, 
owing  to  A^ce-President  Vurpia's  having 
been  called  away  by  the  illness  of  his 
brother,  and  that  two  conferences  had 
been  held  with  the  officials  and  a  third 
arranged  for  later.  At  this  last  inte^ 
view  Brother  Vurpia  was  again  on  deck 
and  has  had  matters  in  charge  since. 
After  matters  had  got  exceedingly  wann 
between  the  committee  and  their  of- 
ficials, a  schedule  of  rules  was  agreed 
upon  and  duly  signed  up  by  General 
Manager  Loree  for  the  company  and 
Chairman  Morman.  They  could  not, 
however,  agree  on  the  wage  schedule 
and  like  sensible  men  they  agreed  to 
arbitration  of  the  rates.  The  agreement 
provided  for  the  appointment  of  the  ar- 
bitrators in  the  usual  manner,  one  bj 
the  officials,  one  by  the  conmiittee  and 
the  two  so  chosen  to  name  the  third  or, 
failing  to  agree  upon  a  third,  they  were 
to  select  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Ohio  to  name  him.  The  agreement 
then  provided  that  the  award  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  arbitrators  would  be  bind- 
ing upon  both  parties  and  that  the 
award,  whatever  it  might  be,  would  be 
effective,  commencing  on  October  1, 
1911. 

-  Mr.  P.  H.  Morrissey,  President  of  the 
Railway  Employees*  and  Investors*  As- 
sociation, and  for  many  years  president 
of  the  Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Train- 
men, was  chosen  by  us,  and  Mr.  AUred, 
General  Superintendent,  by  the  com- 
pany. I  wrote  Mr.  Morrissey  th^t  if  he 
and  Alfred  could  agree  on  rates  what 
he  agreed  to  would  be  satisfactory  to  us 
without  calling  in  a  third  party.  Alfred 
and  Morrissey  failing  to  agree  on  what 
Brother  Morrissey  considered  a  fair  set- 
tlement, also  failed  to  agree  upon  a 
judge,  and  so  turned  the  matter  back  to 
the  committee.  I  had  got  back  mean- 
time to  headquarters,  and  Brother  Vor 
pia  wired  me  to  come  to  Cincinnati, 
which  I  did.  The  committee  had  been 
called  in  and  met  the  general  manager, 
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Mr.  Loree,  regarding  the  appointment  of  . 
the  judge,  the  result  being  to  put  the 
matter  to  lot,  and  the  Judges'  names 
were  placed  in  a  hat,  the  last  named  to 
be  the  one  to  be  asked  to  name  the 
third  party  to  the  arbitration  board, 
which  was  done,  and  Judge  Davis  agreed 
upon.  I  then  went  to  Chicago  and  saw 
Brother  Morrissey,  who  agreed  to  con- 
tinue to  act  as  our  representative. 

Except  the  members  of  our  first  board, 
which  met  the  officials  of  the  C.  P.  R.  in 
1901  and  endured  the  stormy  days  from 
June  17th  to  August  31st  of  that  year, 
myself  and  Brother  Gibb,  none  know 
how  deeply  we  are  indebted  to  Brother 
Morrissey,  who  was  then  president  of 
the  B.  R.  T.,  for  the  counsel  which  I  feel 
sure  he  gave  to  his  Board  of  Adjust- 
ment and  which  brought  them  to  the 
scene  as  mediators  between  the  C.  P.  R. 
and  ourselves  and  lead  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  strike.  I  retain  a  very 
grateful  recollection  of  Brother  Morris- 
sey's  good  offices  on  that  occasion  and 
it  was  with  the  utmost  confidence  that 
I  wired  Brothei^  Vurpia,  sanctioning  his 
appointment  as  our  representative,  and 
I  am  sure  the  result  will  show  that  no 
mistake  has  been  made.  Perhaps  be- 
fore this  goes  to  press  the  award  may 
have  been  given,  and  if  so,  it  will  be 
incorporated  in  this  letter. 

Another  piece  of  good  news  which 
shows  how  the  sunshine  is  so  much  more 
constantly  with  us  than  the  shade,  is 
the  signing  up  of  the  schedule  for  the 
western  lines  of  the  C.  P.  R.,  thus  giving 
us  once  more  a  signed  schedule  on  that 
great  road  from  ocean  to  ocean,  replac- 
ing the  award  of  December,  1910.  The 
basis  of  the  settlement  is  that  agreed 
upon  with  the  C.  N.  R.  management, 
viz.,  the  award  rate  and  the  former 
rules.  As  in  the  case  of  the  eastern 
schedule,  several  concessions  were 
granted  in  the  shape  of  yards  taken 
from  the  ordinary  sections  class  and 
given  the  yard  rates,  the  increase  grant- 
ed by  the  award  rate  for  B.  &  B.  men 
taken  from  their  boarding  outfits,  and 
16  cents  per  day,  as  in  the  eastern  setp 
t1em«st,  until  thm  mazlmiiTD  In  reached. 


These  were  important  concessions  an^ 
added  to  this,  the  settlement  has  been 
reached  and  the  contract  signed  with 
the  utmost  good  will  between  the  Board 
and  the  officials  which,  to  my  mind,  is 
worth  more  than  money. 

Vice-President  Irwin,  who  has  been 
with  the-  Board  and  who  has  done  ex- 
cellect  work  since  the  inception  of  the 
schedule  in  1910,  has  been  given  a  pass, 
and  one  of  its  first  uses  will  be  to  take 
him,  along  with  Chairman  Dorey,  on  an 
itinerary,  beginning  at  Ft  William,  Oc- 
tober 17th  and  ending  at  Brandon,  on 
November  10th.  I  trust  every  man  who 
can  possibly  do  so  will  attend  these 
meetings,  and  the  itinerary  has  been 
sent  out  in  good  time  so  that  all  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  securing  leavi^ 
of  absence  and  transportation. 

Brother  Pegg  has  given  you  so  full  an 
account  of  his  mission  to  Calgary  as 
your  delegate,  and  of  his  meetings  with 
the  brothers  en  route,  that  I  only  need 
mention  it.  I  must  say,  however,  I  am 
pleased  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  had  a  repre- 
sentation not  excelled  by  any  organiza- 
tion in  the  Congress;  good,  brainy  men; 
every  one  of  them  a  credit  to  his  lodge 
and  the  Brotherhood. 

By  the  time  this  reaches  you  a  new 
government  will  be  in  the  saddle  in  Ot- 
tawa, and  I  am  only  sorry  that  so  many 
of  our  good  friends,  notably  Fielding, 
Graham  and  Mackenzie  King,  were  de- 
feated. They  were  good  friends  of  ours 
when  they  were  in  power,  and  I  would 
be  ungrateful  did  I  not  mention  their  de- 
feat. I  also  regret  the  defeat  of  another 
good  friend  of  mine,  when  friends  were 
not  many,  who  failed  of  election  in  the 
conservative  ranks,  Mr.  Powell,  who  ran 
at  St.  Johns,  N.  B.  Had  he  been  elected 
we  might  possibly  have  had  him  in  the 
position  of  Minister  of  Railways  and 
Canals,  and  a  firm  friend  to  labor,  as  he 
abundantly  proved  in  the  early  days  of 
our  history  when  Haggart  was  Minister 
of  Railways  and  Powell  tried,  though  un- 
successfully, to  have  our  young  schedule 
adopted.  Mr.  Hazen,  who  is  spoken  of 
as  being  slated  for  the  cabinet,  is  an- 
other friend  whom  T  met  In  thono  davs. 
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and  he  was  helpful  to  me,  and  will  be 
again,  I  do  not  doubt  I  am  sure  the 
men  whom  Borden  will  call  to  the  cab- 
inet will  be  up-to-date,  twentieth  century 
men,  who  understand  modem  conditions 
and  who  will  not  be  surprised  at  wage 
earners  wanting  to  have  a  voice  in  the 
sale  of  their  labor,  the  only  thing  we 
have  to  sell. 

Vice-President  Powell  is  pegging  away 
energetically  among  the  southern  boys, 
and  is  having  good  success  in  bringing 
the  A.  C.  L.  men  together.  On  this  road 
we  lost  out  some  years  ago,  but  the 
good  seed  of  unionism  is  virile  and 
never  dies.  He  had  a  committee  in  to 
meet  the  management  for  the  first  time 
on  the  Charleston  and  Western  Carolina, 
and  got  recognition,  but  nothing  more 
meantime,  and  I  have  just  writen  them 
that  this  is  their  testing  time  and  if  they 
show  the  proper  quality  of  patient  per- 
severance I  would  in  due  time  give  them 
all  the  help  possible  to  secure  a  sched- 
ule. 

While  attending  the  convention  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  in  November,  I  am  going  to 
meet  with  all  the  lodges  in  Georgia  I 
can,  and  before  this  reaches  you  the 
first  meeting  may  have  been  held  in 
Macon,  Ga.,  on  the  C.  of  Ga.,  November 
5th;  at  Union  Point,  on  the  Ga.  Ry.,  the 
12th;  Millen,  Ga.,  on  the  C.  of  Ga.,  on 
the  19th,  and  Atlanta,  on  the  Southern, 
where  I  hope  to  meet  all  the  lodges  of 
any  road  that  can  attend,  on  the  26th.  I 
trust  that  all  who  can  will  attend  these 
meetings,  whether  members  of  the 
lodges  named  or  not,  or  whether  work- 
ing on  the  roads  named  or  not 

Later,  I  will  meet  with  the  Southern  J. 
P.  B.  at  their  annual  meeting,  and  then 
meet  our  Grand  Executive  in  their  an- 
nual audit  I  hope  in  January  to  make 
an  itinerary  visiting  most  of  our  lodges 
in  the  south  and  grouping  lodges  so  as 
to  meet  the  greatest  number  in  the 
shortest  time. 

Are  you  bearing  the  Auxiliary  in  your 
hearts  and  minds?  C.  P.  R.  boys,  don't 
forget  your  promise  to  Brother  Pegg, 
and  at  the  itinerary  of  Brothers  Irwin 
and   Dorey   remember  your   young   ally 


and  the  help  that  women  can  render  to 
you  by  being  themselves  in  the  ranks  of 
organized  labor. 

One  of  our  good  organisers,  Brotber 
W.  Woohs,  Portage  la  Prairie,  Man.,  irai 
accidentally  shot  by  a  young  fool  wltb 
a  rifle  firing  into  a  building  around  tiie 
station  at  Palisade,  Minn.  Brother  Wocb 
was  taken  home  by  his  son,  who  reporti 
his  father  doing  welL  I  sincerely  trust 
Brother  Wocks  will  soon  be  himself 
again.  He  was  doing  good  woric  on  tiM 
Soo. 

My  letter  is  getting  lengthy  and  I 
must  close  with  best  wishes  to  all  our 
co-operatives  in  office,  field  and  lodges, 
whose  work  is  making  my  monttdy  re- 
ports such  pleasant  telling  and  1  lu^e 
equally  pleasant  reading. 

"Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  dotnft 
for  assuredly  in  due  time  we  shall  reap, 
if  we  faint  not" 

Tours  fraternally, 

A.  B.  Lowe,  President 
•  o^ 

Pounding  Mill,  Va. 

Well,  Mr  Editor,  here  I  come  again, 
and  I  hope  I  don't  weary  your  patience 
with  my  bug  tracks  every  month. 

I  received  by  October  Advoc^^te  and 
again  noticed  a  letter  from  Poundinf 
Mill. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  onr  lodge 
again  today.  We  had  a  nice  crowd  at 
the  meeting  and  took  one  more  member 
into  the  fold.  Our  committee  meets  the 
Board  of  Directors  at  Roanoke,  Vs.,  on 
the  18th  of  this  month,  aad  I  am  hopeful 
we  will  get  a  nice  raise  and  a  better  con- 
tract signed  up  with  the  company  l)e(ore 
I  see  this  in  the  November  issue,  if  it 
should  be  lucky  enough  to  ever  reack 
the  press  instead  of  the  waste  basket  I 
am  so  glad  that  we,  as  a  band  of  qnion 
men,  a/e  gaining  ground  and  making 
terms  with  our  fellow  men.  Christ  says: 
"Seek  and  ye  shall  find,  knock  and  it 
shall  be  opened  unto  you."  So  we  will 
have  to  seek  for  men  to  Join  our  Uttle 
union  army  that  we  may  stand  up  and 
face  the  battle  aad  knock  at  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  the  officials  on  the  18th  of 
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this  month.  We  will  not  stop  at  one  rap, 
but  will  keep  knocking  and  rapping  until 
a  satisfactory  contract  has  been  signed 
up  and  we  can  provide  for  our  families 
through  the  coming  years. 

An  engineer  was  telling  me  the  other 
day  about  a  large  engine  the  company 
was  going  to  put  on.  He  says  they  will 
have  to  give  them  $6  or  $7  a  day  for  run- 
ning engines  of  this  size,  for  they  will 
do  double  the  work  of  the  smaller  ones. 
If  they  are  worth  so  much,  why  should 
not  we  poor  trackmen  be  worth  more? 
We  have  to  build  the  road  and  make  it 
s&fe.  We  have  to  be  responsible  so  far 
as  putting  the  road  in  good  shape  for  the 
engines  to  travel  over  and  make  it  safe 
for  people  to  travel  from  place  to  place 
every  day  in  the  year.  So  now,  boys, 
come  out  to  the  front  and  let  us  get  or- 
ganized and  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
and  while  we  have  the  master  wheel  roll* 
ing  let  us  push  a  little  harder  and  roll 
it  up  the  hill  a  little  further  and  don't 
be  80  weak-kneed.  We  poor  laboring 
men  rule  the  votes  of  the  nation  and  by 
staying  together,  pulling  together  and 
standing  steadfast,  we  can  in  time  rule 
the  moneyed  class  so  far  as  right  and 
honesty  goes,  for  we  all  know  that  wealth 
is  kept  up  by  the  laboring  class  of  peo- 
ple. Every  day  that  we  work  for  capi- 
talists they  receive  more  benefits  from 
it  than  we  do.  So  come  out  of  the  bushes 
and  let  us  stand  pat  for  our  rights  and 
try  to  better  our  condition  in  this  blessed 
age  of  ours. 

I  am  trying  to  write  to  let  the  brothers 
know  that  I  am  still  alive.  I  will  tell  a 
little  about  our  Job  that  we  are  Just 
about  to  complete.  We  have  been  tak- 
ing out  an  old  iron  bridge  and  installing 
a  new  one  in  its  place,  the  old  one  be- 
ing too  light  for  present  traffic.  Think 
of  taking  out  a  bridge  and  putting  an- 
other in  its  place  and  not  stop  the  traffic, 
where  there  is  twenty-eight  passenger 
trains  running  every  twenty-four  hours 
besides  the  freight  traffic  that  passes 
over  it,  too.  Three  months,  I  think,  is 
not  too  long  fbr  a  Job  of  this  kind.  We 
have  had  some  little  trouble  that  has 
called  us  away  twice,  for  a  few  days,  but 


we  think  we  will  be  ready  now  in  a  short 
time,  if  we  have  no  more  trouble,  and  I 
hope  that  we  will  not,  for  I  can  tell  you  I 
do  not  like  to  be  called  out  at  all  hours 
of  the  light  and  have  to  work  two  or  three 
days  and  night  in  a  stretch,  sometimes 
in  mud  and  water  to  the  waist,  and  only 
get  small  wages  for  it,  and  then  have 
someone  say  that  you  are  well  paid  for 
what  you  do. 

I  will  close,  hoping  that  you  will  line 
this  up.    I  am,  as  ever. 

Tours  in  B.  L.  and  U. 

W.  P.A. 

Rennie,  Man. 

Well,  boys,  I  guess  you  have  been 
wondering  what  has  become  of  your 
Journal  agent.  Ton  will  have  to  excuse 
me  for  this  time  as  I  intended  writing 
sooner,  but  somehow  it  always  slipped 
my  memory  during  the  first  part  of  the 
month.  Probably  it  was  due  to  too 
much  talk  about  reciprocity*  for  I  fre* 
quently  discussed  the  points  with  my 
neighbors;  but  now  that  the  election  la 
over,  we  are  at  loss  to  have  something 
to  chew  the  rag  about 

Well,  brothers,  I  am  proud  to  see 
Lodge  No.  238  so  f^  up  in  the  stem  of 
the  brotherhood  thermometer,  and  I  only 
hope  to  see  her  rise  higher  next  month, 
and  I  think  it  could  be  done  if  every 
brother  on  this  division  would  pay  up. 

I  have  Just  received  President  Lowe's 
circular  saying  that  our  Joint  Protec- 
tive Board  have  effected  a  settlement 
with  the  company  in  regard  to  rules  and 
rates  of  pay  for  western  lines.  This, 
I  am  sure,  will  be  greatly  appreciated 
by  all  concerned. 

Vice-President  Henry  Irwin  and  Qen* 
eral  Chairman  Wm.  Dorey  have  also  ar- 
ranged an  itinerary,  covering  all  lodges 
on  the  C.  P.  R.  from  Ft  William  to 
Vancouver,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  be  to 
every  brother's  advantage  to  attend  the 
meetings,  if  possible,  and  get  an  expla- 
nation of  the  settlement  such  as  Broth- 
ers Irwin  and  Dorey  are  ably  prepared  to 
give. 
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Well,  boys,  it  will  soon  be  time  for  our 
gangs  to  be  reduced  to  winter  force,  and 
It  should  be  every  foreman's  duty  to  see 
that  his  regular  men  are  in  possession 
of  an  up-to-date  working  card,  and  if  not, 
get  after  them  and  bring  them  into  the 
lodge  room,  where  they  will  surely  be 
glad  £o  pay  the  small  fee  required  to  put 
them  in  good  standing  in  the  I.  B.  of 
M.  of  W.  E. 

Qet   In    with    the   rest,   non-unlonlst. 
Till   we   show   you    the   eoay   way. 

This  Brotherhood   has  done  so  much   sood. 
And  given  us  an  increase  In  pay. 

Don't  be  a  Joker  any  longer,  in  poker. 

But  join  us  right  now,   1  say. 
Be    of   some    good    to    this    noble   Brotherhood. 

And   we'll    help   you    on   your   way. 

If    the   night    is    dreary,    youi     feet  are  weary. 

With   trudging   it   all   alone. 
So  come   into   the  fold,  as  you  are   told. 

And   you   will    be   no   longor   a  non. 

Hoping  the  editor  will  take  the  kinks 
out  of  this  and  put  it  in  shape  for  printp 
ing,  I  am, 

Tours  in  B.  L.  and  U. 

P.   ESSELMONT. 


-H»o^ 


Lawyers,   Va. 

The    Inspection    train    has    made    its    tour, 

T^e   Sumner- folks   f^st   is   over; 
Now    do    your    duty,    observing    the    rules, 
.  AQdtresume  the  task  of .  adjusting  the  raila 

Some  of  our  good  brothers  are  labor- 
ing under  the  impression  that  we  com- 
rades on  .,the  Danville  division  of  the 
Southern  Railway  are  asleep,  but  they 
are  mistaken.  We  do  not  make;  much 
fuss,.  I  will  admit,  but  we  are  doing 
things  just,  the  same.  At  this  time  there 
are  many  things  we  are  proud  of.  We 
are  proud  of  the  position  we  have  ac- 
quired in  the  interest  of  our  employers  as 
well  as  our  noble  Order,  both  showing  for 
itself.  There  is  always  a  feeling  of  sat- 
isfaction accompanying  things  well  done. 
All  of  the  foremen  were  taken  for  a  ride 
on  the  inspection  train,  and  they  seemed 
to  have  an  enjoyable  trip,  especially  as 
they  had  the  pleasure  of  wearing  their 
order  pin  or  button  while  coming  in  close 
contact  with  their  bosses,  without  fear, 
but  with  credit.  We  readily  appreciate 
the  fact  that  "times  are  not  like  they 
used  to  be."  No  doubt  the  assembling 
together  on  this  train  is  quite  beneficial 
and  instructive  to  us,  as  the  old  gray 


matter  is  boiled  down  to  a  fine  degree  in 
many  practical  things.  Immediatdy 
after  the  inspection  the  question  conld 
be  heard  asked  everywhere,  "Who  has 
the  best  section?"  But  no  one  knew, 
and  as  for  that  matter  we  do  not  knotr 
yet  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  offldals, 
has  the  best  Laboring  under  different 
circumstances,  some  naturally  have  bet- 
ter sections  than  others.  In  8(Hne  tn> 
stances,  you  will  probably  find  this  doe 
to  one  brother  having  more  practical 
knowledge  of  the  work.  As  above  itated, 
we  do  not  know  yet  who  has  the  best 
section  on  the  Danville  division. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  brothers  who 
were  not  present  at  Danville  Saturday, 
September  23rd,  I  want  to  say  we  bad  a 
most  pleasant  time.    Our  good  roadmas- 
ter  and   supervisor,  Mr.  T.  B.  Sumner 
and  Mr.  W.  A.  Fowlkes,  instructed  as  all 
to  be  present  at  DanviUe  on  the  above 
date  to  attend  what  I  should  term  the 
Sumner-Fowlkes  feast    There  was  meat 
for  the  ear  and  then  meat  for  the  stom- 
ach,  the  kind  that   is   found  palatable 
and  tender  in  the  true  sense.    The  day 
was  spent  most  pleasantly  in  listening 
to  kind  words  of  praise  and  satisfying 
our  appetite.    The  feast  was  sumptuous- 
ly prepared  especially  by  our  roadmas- 
ter,  Sumner.    Each  brother  left  the  pres- 
ence of  the  boss  with  a  deep  sense  of 
satisfaction,  I  might  say,  mentally  and 
physically.     Mr.  Sunmef  expressed  with 
much  feeling  the  pleasure  and  satisfac- 
tion he  had  experienced  in  accompanying 
the  other  officials  over  his  division  on 
the  inspection  train,  and  said,  in  part, 
very  penetratingly:  "I  am  proud  of  yoa. 
one  and  all,  not  excluding  a  single  one 
or  making  any  exception  whatever,  but 
you  have  done  well  under  the  existins 
circumstances;  angels  could  do  no  more." 
His  special  reason  for  being  proud  of  his 
men  was  most  effectively  expressed,  arf 
I  will  not  attempt  to  relate  aU  he  said. 
In  conclusion,  he  earnestly  requested  ws 
to  begin  now  in  preparing  for  tbe  nas^ 
inspection   of   1912   to   again    detenslBS 
what  the  pleasant  results  will  bei,  and 
brothers  elsewhere,  your  co-workers  oi 
the  Danville  division  are  proud   of  ^ 
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grand  old  Order  under  whose  banner  we 
are  all  marching  on  to  victory  and  to  the 
betterment  of  our  moral,  mental  and 
pbylcal  existence.  There  is  much  credit 
due  our  recognized  noble  order.  More 
than  we  appreciate,  but  God  speed  our 
appreciation  to  the  extent  of  strong  and 
more  determined  co-operation.  Regard- 
less of  those  who  consider  us  lightly,  we 
have  only  to  look  about  to  observe  the 
bright  light  of  progress  upon  our  track 
ahead,  which  Is  predominated  by  the 
rays  of  the  union  ties  that  bind  us  one 
and  all  together  as  brothers. 

Now,  In  my  closing  words,  I  take  pleas- 
ure In  inviting  any  brother  with  an  up- 
to-date  card  to  attend  our  local  meetings, 
and  the  chairman  of  the  Order  on  this 
division  will  greet  you  with  a  welcome 
h^d,  as  will  also  all  of  the  brothers. 
Come  and  be  with  us  and  breathe  the 
balmy  atmosphere  that  infects  us  with 
enthusiasm  and  good  spirit  We  are  not 
asleep  or  dying,  but  in  our  Infancy  we 
are  quietly  but  surely  progressing. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  some 
other  division  on  the  Southern  and  to 
know  how  they  are  advancing.  To  all 
that  are  paid  up-to-date  I  send  good 
wishes.  Fraternally  yours, 

J.  T.  Dbuh^  . 


-«Om»- 


Tomsburg»  W.  Va. 

I  have  never  written  a  letter  to  the 
Advocate,  for  I  always  thought  I  would 
make  a  very  bad  Job  of  It,  so  here  I 
come,  good  or  bad. 

I  have  been  a  member  of  Huntington 
Lodge  No.  Ill  over  six  years,  and  am 
proud  of  it.  If  I  was  not  I  would  be  a 
8<^b,  Well,  I  cannot  tell  you  what  a 
s(^b  looks  like  to  me,  as  you  all  know 
what  is  coming  to  him.  I  don't  go  to 
lodge  as  often  as  I  should,  but  if  1  don't, 
I  take  In  new  members  for  the  Brother- 
hood, as  you  who  read  the  ADvocfATE  can 
see  my  name  In  the  roll  of  honor.  I  see 
but  few  letters  from  the  members  of 
Lodge  No.  111.  I  guess  they  are  waiting 
for  someone  else  to  make  the  break,  as 
I  did  myself.    I  saw  a  letter  that  J.  C. 


Ballard  of  Dorothy,  W.  Va.,  had  written, 
and  I  thought  I  would  try  my  hand« 

I  have  been  a  section  foreman  for  over 
five  years,  and  I  have  all  I  can  do  to 
keep  up  my  track.  I  work  eight  men 
and  have  lots  of  ties  to  put  in.  I  put  in 
1,000  last  month.  I  have  seven  miles 
of  main  track  and  lots  of  siding  to  keep 
me  busy.  They  run  large  engines  up 
here,  as  It  is  a  stiff  grade  on  the  next 
section  above  me. 

Well,  I  will  take  in  a  new  member  this 
month,  and  probably  will  get  more  next 
month.  I  cannot  see  what  is  the  matter 
with  the  section  foremen  on  the  G.  V. 
branch.  I  went  to  lodge  and  thought  I 
would  see  them  there,  but  there  was  not 
a  mug  to  be  seen.  Well,  I  will  say  if 
every  man  who  belongs  to  the  Brother- 
hood would  do  all  he  could  to  get  new 
members,  we  would  be  more  thought  of. 
If  a  man  works  for  small  wages,  he  is 
little  thought  of  by  some,  but  if  a  man 
is  a  man,  he  is  good  if  he  don't  make  but 
$1.50  per  day.  It  is  hard  for  a  man  to 
work  for  that  money  and  keep  a  fi^ily. 
I  like  my  laborers  and  will  do  all  I  can 
for  them.  Just  think,  the  most  a  laborer 
can  make  is  $40.50  for  twenty-seven  days' 
hard  work,  and  the  married  men  who 
have  families  pay  $6  a  month  for  a 
house  and  have  lots  of  other  expenses^ 
and  they  have  very  little  left  to  buy  tfwir 
meat  and  bread.  I  have  men  worf^lo^ 
for  me  now  who  have  worked  for  ^fi&^ 
years  and  are  helping  to  do  their  part 
My  men  have  up-to-date  working  cards. 
I  would  like  to  see  the  men  get  a  raise, 
if  I  don't,  for  they  need  It .  Some  peopls 
think  they  are  better  than  the  men  who 
work  on  the  section,  but  they  are  not 
This  work  has  to  be  done  and  should 
pay  good  wages,  for  the  trackman  is  out 
in  the  worst  kind  of  weather.  He  does 
the  hard  work  and  keeps  the  wheels  on 
the  rail.  Well,  I  don't  want  to  take  up 
too  much  space,  as  this  Is  my  first  letter 
to  the  Advocate,  and  if  1  see  it  in  print» 
I  will  come  again. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  much  success, 
I  am. 

Tours  in  B.  L.  and  U. 

O.  R.  May. 
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Kendall  Sta.»  Sask.,  Can. 

To  the  Boys  on  the  G.  N.  Railway: 

Well  those  of  you  who  Joined  our 
grand  and  only  Organization  (Mainten- 
ance of  Way)  will  I  hope  read  this  let' 
ter. 

While  making  my  trip  over  your  road 
on  main  and  branch  lines  in  Dakota  and 
Montana  I  must  say  I  met  some  very 
funny  men.  Some  of  you  are  men — 
yes,  and  good  men.  Most  of  these  Joined 
our  Organization.  The  foremen  who 
were  men  enough  to  Join  I  noticed  had 
the  best  secticMis  and  in  good  shape.  Now, 
those  of  you  who  are  members  ask  the 
foreman  next  to  you  if  I  wrote  his  ap- 
plication and  left  it  with  him  to  send  to 
me  when  he  got  his  check,  if  these  men 
are  afraid  to  send  their  money  to  me 
send  it,  as  I  have  told  them,  to  our 
Grand  Secretary-Treasurer  Samuel  J. 
Pegg,  who  I  am  sure  will  give  any  fore- 
man or  man  on  the  G.  N.  his  polite  and 
prompt  attention. 

What  is  the  matter  with  Lodge  No.  579 
at  Minto?  And  as  I  said  before,  we  should 
have  a  lodge  at  Rugby.  Those  of  you  who 
are  members  try  your  best  to  get  your 
next  foreman  and  men  to  Join,  as  you  can 
do  more  in  this  manner  than  we  can  go- 
ing over  your  road,  and  when  you  get 
enough  write  our  president,  A.  B.  Lowe 
and  he  will  dispatch  myself  or  another 
organizer  to  charter  a  lodge  for  you.  I 
tell  you  boys  after  your  Great  Northern 
System  is  organized,  and  we  hope  in  the 
near  future  to  have  the  good  seed  sown, 
you  will  find  the  great  benefits  you  derive 
from  it,  and  you  will  say  that  you  cannot 
even  work  on  an  unorganized  road.  One 
thing  I  have  noticed,  your  officials  have 
not  sent  you  a  circular,  as  some  of  you 
claim  was  sent  three  years  ago,  that  you 
were  not  to  Join  any  organization.  That 
kind  of  thing  is  past  Don't  you  know  or 
won't  you  know  the  power  and  strength 
of  union,  organization,  or  men  in  one 
body?  Look  at  the  papers  and  see  what 
they  have  been  doing  in  England.  But, 
as  I  have  said  to  some  of  you,  strikes 
are  getting  to  be  things  of  the  past.  I 
initiated  one  fellow,  gave  him  his  re- 
ceipt, and  he  turned  around  to  me  and 


said,  well,  when  do  we  go  on  a  strike.  I 
said  strike,  why  man  forget  it,  we  don*t 
do  that*  The  big  men  know  enough  now 
that  if  a  body  of  men  are  well  organized 
they  may  as  well  meet  our  demands,  £iir 
and  square,  if  possible,  and  come  to  a 
settlement  without  strike.  Others  of  you 
said,  if  I  Joined  your  maintenance  of  way 
I  would  get  fired  right  away;  but  the 
roadmasters  know  that  the  scarcest  labor 
on  the  market  today  is  a  good,  sober, 
competent,  trustworthy  section  foreman. 

After  going  through  Montana  and  tbe 
Western  lines  I  hope  to  see  most  <tf  yon 
boys  again,  and  wish  all  of  you  success, 
but  try  and  get  the  nons  into  our  organ- 
ization. Write  to  Grand  Lodge  for  appli- 
cation papers  and  if  you  want  to  write 
me  a  letter  to  Grand  Lodge,  Vanol  Build- 
ing, St  Louis,  Missouri,  I  am  sure  it  will 
be  forwarded  to  me. 

Wishing  the  boys  on  the  Great  North- 
em  line  prosperity  and  a  well  organized 
road  in  the  near  future,  I  am,  Fraternally 
your,  J.  T.  Gnxns. 

Clinton  Lodge  No.  41. 

Dear  Advocate  Readers: 

I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines  for  yos, 
if  it  will  find  space  in  the  Journal,  but 
as  this  is  my  first  letter  I  hope  you  will 
overlook  all  blunders. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  our  lodge  la  get- 
ting more  interested  and  stirred  up  every 
meeting,  and  we  are  having  a  good  at- 
tendance.   I  hope  the  brothers  will  ke^ 
after  anyone  they  know  that  does  not 
belong  to  the  Order.    Get  after  them  and 
do  not  stop  until  you  get  their  appUea- 
tions.    Our  lodge  is  growing  and  I  hapt 
we  will  keep  our  shoulder  to  the  whed  of 
prosperity  and  keep  it  growing.       I  an 
glad  we  are  gradually  getting  our  baeK- 
sliders  in  line  again.    I  noticed  soBie  €< 
them  came  back  home  this  meeting  aad 
we  certainly  had  a  good  time.    In  vadum 
there  is  strength  and  without  it  we  woM 
all  be  helples.     So  let  us  one  and  aB 
keep  pushing  ahead.     When  thIiiiSB  4b 
not  go  along  to  suit  us,  we  should  aat 
get  mad  and  say  the  lodge  is  the  etam 
of  it.    I  have  talked  to  several   of  mm 
brothers,  who  are  in  arrears  for  das^ 
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and  have  asked  them  wby  they  did  not 
get  in  line.  They  would  reply,  oh,  there 
is  so  much  talk  going  around  I  thought 
I  would  just  quit  and  not  have  anything 
more  to  do  with  it.  Now,  brothers  let  us 
lay  such  thoughts  aside  and  get  in  line 
and  stay  that  way.  Do  not  get  mad  at 
one  individual  and  blame  it  on  the  lodge 
for  it  is  the  intention  of  the  brotherhood 
to  protect  us  all.  Let  us  get  right  down 
to  business  and  everyone  put  a  shoulder 
to  the  wheel  and  keep  it  moving.  There 
is  one  thing  I  would  like  to  impress  upon 
the  minds  of  the  boys  on  the  Southern 
Railway  and,  that  is,  we  need  the  card 
system  and  we  hope  to  see  the  day  in 
the  near  future  when  we  can  get  it  in 
our  contract,  as  I  think  it  will  help  us  to 
keep  our  weak-kneed  friends  in  line.  They 
will  say  they  get  just  as  much  out  of  it 
as  if  they  were  in  it  and  when  we  meet 
any  of  this  kind,  we  should  be  able  to 
say  to  them  that  they  cannot  work  with 
the  brotherhood  men  without  a  card  and 
then  we  will  be  able  to  make  them  help 
to  bear  the  expense  as  well  as  to  reap  the 
benefit    Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U. 

G.  W.  Adams,  Journal  Agent. 
^^y 

Chicago,  III. 

Hello,  boys  on  the  C.  ft  N.  W.  Rail- 
way! I  suppose  you  are  all  of  the  opin- 
ion that  we  are  dead  ones  around  the 
Chicago  Terminal.  But  let  me' tell  you 
one  thing,  and  that  is,  "Nix  on  that 
noise."  The  reason  you  have  not  seen 
our  lodge  mentioned  in  the  Advocate,  I 
mean  Clyboum  Lodge,  does  not  indi- 
cate that  we  are  six  feet  below  the 
ground  level.  We  are  doing  busines  on 
the  old  style  and  we  are  having  good 
meetings,  taking  in  new  members  as  fast 
as  the  oflScers  of  our  lodge  are  able  to 
initiate  them.  So,  therefore,  by  my  judg- 
ment, we  are  not  dead  ones. 

For  the  information  of  the  brothers 
who  were  not  at  our  first  annual  basket 
picnic,  I  will  say  it  was  a  grand  event. 
I^ng  to  be  remembered  by  those  who 
were  present.  The  grounds  were  filled  to 
suffocation  and  in  order  to  get  a  dance 
with  your  best  girl  you  had  to  wait  your 
turn. 


Now,  brothers  out  on  the  line  Just  be- 
-cause  you  did  not  see  the  Clyboum 
Lodge  on  top  of  the  glass  do  not  think 
for  a  minute  we  are  not  doing  business 
on  the  old  scale.  We  have  our  reasons 
for  doing  things  as  we  are  at  present,  and 
the  time  is  not  very  far  off  when  you  will 
see  the  result  of  our  dumbness.  Now,  all 
I  ask  of  you  boys  is  to  keep  on  doing  as 
good  work  as  you  have  done  in  the  past 
and  you  won"t  be  sorry  for  it  either  when 
the  time  of  reckoning  arrives. 

I  suppose  I  shall  have  to  close  my  let- 
ter  in   order   to   keep  our   editor  from 
working  over  time,  but  I  will  write  again 
in  the  near  future.  Tours  in  B.  L.  ft  XJ., 
Certificate  No.  A-16842. 

90^ 

Rural  Point,  Va. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  This  is  my  first 
letter  to  the  Advocate.  When  I  found 
there  were  no  letters  in  the  Journal  from 
this  division,  I  felt  discouraged. 

My  father  is  a  member  of  the  I.  B.  of 
M.  of  W.  E.  Lodge  Ko,  14.  He  is  a  sec- 
tion foreman  on  the  N.  ft  W.  Railway.  I 
am  14  years  old  and  am  going  to  school. 
We  are  having  a  new  high  school  built 
here.  My  father  has  been  working  on 
the  railroad  twenty-four  years  and  we 
have  been  living  here  for  eight  years. 

I  will  close  for  this  time  and  leave 
space  for  some  of  the  other  writers  who 
have  something  interesting  to  say. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  much  suc- 
cess, I  am  remain,  Tour  new  friend, 

Edgab  Keats. 
•<y 

Pinners  Point,  Va. 

Hello,  Boys!  I  am  here  again.  I  hope 
you  all  had  a  good  time  at  Lodge  No.  341 
last  meeting.  I  am  very  sorry  I  could 
not  be  present,  but  I  was  getting  ready 
for  my  trip  and  could  not  go;  however,  I 
will  try  to  be  with  you  next  time.  I  just 
arrived  home  today  from  an  extended 
trip  through  the  western  states.  I  went 
out  as  far  as  Batavia,  Ohio,  stopping  for 
a  short  time  at  Cincinnati.  I  visited  a 
brother  at  Batavia  where  I  spent  several 
days  and  enjoyed  it  very  much.  Broth- 
ers I  want  to  extend  my  thanks  to  you 
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and  your  families  for  the  kindness  shown 
me  while  I  was  there  and  I  certainly  ap- 
preciated it. 

I  understand  from  some  of  the  boys 
who  were  at  the  lodge  room  Sunday  that 
there  was  only  a  small  crowd;  however, 
they  had  a  good  meeting,  but  let  us  all 
try  to  avoid  this  if  possible.  Of  course, 
I  know  you  cannot  be  there  every  Sun- 
day but  try  to  go  when  you  can  and 
bring  someone  with  you.  I  think  we  will 
have  to  get  a  little  coaxing  powder  and 
sprinkle  it  on  some  of  the  brothers  we 
have  at  Pinners  Point  and  see  if  we  can 
get  them  up  there.  Suppose  all  the 
brothers  we  have  were  as  backward  in 
their  work  for  the  Brotherhood  as  some 
around  here,  why  we  would  not  have  a 
lodge.  So  brothers  don't  think  paying 
your  dues  Is  all  there  is.  There  is  some- 
thing more  for  you  to  do,  so  why  not 
come  out  next  Sunday  and  see  what  it 
is.  We  always  have  room  for  one  more. 
Come  out  and  see  what  is  going  on,  it 
wi'l  do  you  no  harm. 

I  will  close  for  this  time,  wishing  the 
Brotherhood  much  success. 

W.  H.  Hendbick. 
.KV* 

Gordonvillc,  Va. 

As  r  have  not  written  for  publication 
for  some  time  I  will  write  a  few  lines  to 
let  my  friends  east  and  west  of  Gordon- 
ville  hear  from  me  and  let  them  know  I 
am  doing  business  at  the  same  old  place, 
also  to  tell  them  I  have  an  up-to-date 
working  card  in  my  pocket  and  hope 
they  have  theirs. 

We  are  very  busy  now  fixing  for  our 
inspection;  but  I  tell  you  brothers  I  have 
a  powerful  section  here  to  get  ready. 
You  may  not  believe  it  but  my  section 
lies  in  three  different  counties.  I  bet 
that  is  more  than  any  of  you  can  say. 
The  east  end  of  my  section  is  In  Louisa 
County,  the  middle  of  It  Is  In  Orange 
County  and  the  west  end  Is  In  Albemarle 
County.  I  have  over  seven  miles  of  main 
line  and  about  four  miles  of  yard  and  I 
tell  you  it  keeps  me  busy  from  one  end 
of  the  year  to  the  other,  but  that  is  what 
the  Railroad  Company  hires  me  for.  If 
they  had  no  work  for  nn,  th«y  would  not 


want  us.  It  is  our  duty  to  be  faithful  to 
the  Company  that  hlrea  us  and  we  must 
also  be  faithful  to  our  Union.  The  Unkm 
has  done  a  great  deal  for  us  and  I  cannot 
see  what  a  "non"  is  thinking  of  when  be 
will  not  join  the  craft.  If  we  let  the 
Union  fall  now,  woe  be  unta  the  working 
man.    He  will  see  sights  then. 

I  cannot  see  what  is  the  matter  widi 
the  boys  on  the  C.  ft  O.  They  will  not 
write  a^d  let  a  fellow  hear  from  tliem. 
Hello,  old  friend  in  the  17th  Street  yard! 
We  have  not  forgotten  you.  Why  don't 
you  write  to  the  Advocate?  Your  sec- 
tion does  not  lie  in  three  counties. 

Now,  brothers  do  not  fail  to  keep  yonr 
dues  paid  up,  for  if  you  fall  to  pay  your 
dues  what  does  that  mean.  It  means  yon 
are  no  longer  a  member  of  our  grand  o^ 
ganization. 

Well.  I  hope  the  kind  editor  will  shape 
up  this  letter,  as  I  am  a  poor  scribe.  K 
I  see  it  in  print,  I  will  try  my  hand  again. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  much* suc- 
cess, I  am.  Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U. 

John  P.  Kibbt. 

»o« 

Mountain,  Wis. 

Hello,  Brothers!  Where  were  yon  sH 
last  Saturday  evening  when  you  shoold 
have  been  to  the  meeting  at  GiUett?  Too 
much,  rain  and  a  little  chilly,  trains  a 
little  late,  the  boys  got  cold  feet  and 
dreaded  to  get  out  of  the  house.  Well- 
never  mind  boys,  you  are  neither  sugar 
nor  salt,  you  won't  dissolve,  and  rf 
though  the  trains  were  a  little  late  we 
waited  for  you  and  what  more  can  we 
do.  Now,  brothers  do  not  let  us  forget 
our  obligations  and  duty  to  the  union. 
Remember,  there  is  work  for  each  and 
every  one  of  us  to  do  and  let  ub  just  roll 
up  our  sleeves  and  go  at  it  for  it  if  fl» 
your  interest  that  we  do  and  the  sooner 
we  get  busy  the  better  it  will  be  for  all 
concerned.  Brother  foreman  Just  stop  a 
minute  with  me  and  think  of  the  wagw 
you  are  getting  for  the  work  and  respon- 
sibility you  have  and  think  of  what  it 
costs  you  to  keep  yourself  and  family  ifl 
the  way  you  like  to  keep  them,  how  yoo 
have  to  figure  to  meet  these  needs,  <o^ 
Jnet  think  what  a  help  It  wmild  be  to 
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jon  if  the  Company  would  give  you  a 
raise  of  a  ten  spot  and  what  a  lot  more 
Interest  you  would  take  in  your  work.  Do 
you   remember  the   last  time   you  had 
orders  to  increase  your  force?    The  time 
you  liad  to  get  a  crew  and  how  you  had 
to  turn  your  head  when  you  told  them 
what  you  could  pay?    Think  of  it  and 
think  of  the  kind  of  men  you  got    Most 
of  them  young  and  inexperienced,  who  as 
soon  as  you  got  them  broken  in  to  do. 
the  work,  quit    Why?    Because  they  got 
another  job  at  better  pay,  and  can  you 
blame  them?    But  this  does  not  relieve 
you  from  getting  another  to  break  in,  if 
you  are  lucky  enough  to  find  one.    I  do 
not  want  you  to  think  f  ^r  a  minute  that 
I  am  trying  to  throw  any  refiection  what- 
ever upon  the  men  who  work  by  the  day 
on  sections.    To  be  sure,  there  are  a  few 
good   experienced  men  who  follow  this 
work  at  the  small  wages  that  are  being 
paid   but  it  is  not  because  they  are  not 
worth  more,  it  is  merely  because  it  is  a 
steady  Job  and  they  can  be  at  home.  Now 
after  you  have  thought  of  this  yourself 
think  of  how  much  harder  it  is  for  the 
men  to  make  both  ends  meet  than  it  is 
for  you«  considering  the  small  wages  they 
get.  and  is  it  not  just  as  important  that 
they  should    get    enough    to    feed    and 
clothe  their  families?    Now,  I  don't  look 
at  the  Brotherhood  for  the  selfish  motive 
of  benefitting  the  laboring  class  alone, 
but  the  Company  also.       Perhaps,  you 
wonder  how  the  Company  is  benefitted. 
Does  not  brotherhood  mean  experienced 
labor?    Does  not  the  Constitution  of  the 
Brotherhood  require  that  a  man  have  at 
least  three  months  experience  before  he 
can  become  a  member?    And  is  not  an 
experienced    man    worth    two    inexperi- 
enced men?     Then,  would  it  not  be  a 
benefit  to   the   Company   to   make   the 
labor  conditions   and   wages   such  that 
they    can    get    experienced    men    even 
though  they  have  to  pay  25  cents  more 
per  day   for  them?    I   do   not   think   it 
necessary  to  go  over  this  with  the  men, 
because  I  believe  the  men  who  care  to 
follow  section  labor  as  their  occupation 
for  very  long  can  already  see  the  benefit 
it  will  be  to  them  and  are  ready  to  come 
over  if  th«  fnreraen  wiM  only  give  the  In- 


vitation, if  they  have  not  already  done 
so. 

When  Brother  Farren  came  to  my  crew 
it  seems  the  men  were  ready  to  go  in 
even  before  I  was  and  as  soon  as  I  signed 
the  application  blank  six  of  the  men 
signed  up  as  fast  as  they  could  write 
their  names.  Is  this  not  proof  enough 
that  if  the  foreman  will  set  the  example, 
the  men  will  follow?  Well,  brothers, 
foremen  and  section  men,  clean  the  mist 
from  your  eyes  and  just  take  a  peep  over 
the  line  into  the  union  field.  See  what 
is  waiting  for  you  and  come  over.  Don't 
be  selfish;  just  lend  a  helping  hand  to 
the  non-union  brother  and  help  him  over 
the  line  into  the  union  field.  There  is 
room  for  all.    Tours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

F.  Hebbick,  Journal  Agent. 
•  o» 

Bristol,  Va.-Tcnn. 

With  your  permission  I  would  like  to 
write  a  few  lines  to  your  valuable  jour- 
nal to  inform  the  brothers  how  Central 
Lodge  No.  627  is  progressing. 

I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  since 
our  organization  by  Brother  Stokes  in 
March  of  this  year  we  have  been  steadily 
growing  taking  in  members  every  meet- 
ing until  now  we  have  only  two  or  three 
nons  on  the  V.  ft  S.  W.  Division  of  the 
Southern  Railway  and  we  have  their 
promise  to  place  their  applications  at  our 
next  meeting,  or  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
we  are  certainly  looking  for  them  and- 
will  eive  them  a  cordial  welcoTne  and  an 
up-to-date  card,  which  are  blessings  suf- 
ficient to  make  most  any  foreman  happy. 
We  have  a  few  members  who  have  not 
proven  very  faithful  to  the  noble  prin- 
ciples and  objects  of  our  Brotherhood  by 
their  works;  namely,  they  have  not  met 
their  obligations  in  full  for  the  second 
half  of  the  year  and  in  consequence  have 
no  up-to-date  card  Jn  their  pocket.  Now. 
brothers  the  great  apostle  St.  Paul  taught 
that  faith  without  works  is  dead  and  St 
Paul's  logic  will  prove  true  in  our  case 
should  you  continue  on  the  delinquent 
list.  The  thing  to  do  is  to  return  to  the 
lodge  and  pay  the  very  small  per  cent  in 
dues  and  assessments  out  of  the  very 
nice  iTirreRiw  In  flalnry  yon  hiivp  obtnfnpd 
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and  thus  perpetuate  our  organization  that 
will  be  a  constant  source  from  which  you 
will  receive  benefits  each  year.  To  ac- 
cept benefits  from  the  organization  and 
then  not  help  bear  its  burdens  is  not 
rtght. 

Should  any  visiting  brother  pass  over 
the  V.  A  S.  W.  Railway  within  the  next 
week  or  two  and  see  clouds  of  dust  fill- 
ing the  air  at  Intervals  along  the  line, 
please  do  not  think  there  is  a  cyclone 
coming,  it  is  only  the  section  force  clean- 
ing up  for  the  annual  inspection  next 
month.  We  want  to  show  our  worthy 
officials  great  respect  and  have  them 
think  well  of  us  and  remember  us  in  the 
sweet  by  and  by  (next  spring). 

We  will  elect  officers  at  our  next  meet- 
ing, which  will  be  October  22d.  This  is 
an  important  matter  and  should  have  the 
careful  consideration  of  each  member  and 
elect  none  but  competent,  upright  men 
and  our  Order  is  safe. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  our 
worthy  Grand  Secretary-Treasurer  for  his 
courteous  comprehensive  business  meth- 
ods, without  which  my  lot  as  a  new  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer would  have  been  a  hard 
one.  Your  fraternally,  A.  C.  Scott. 
•  o^ 

Day,  Fla. 

It  is  some  time  since  I  have  written  to 
the  Advocate,  so  will  try  a  few  lines  now. 

I  have  been  putting  In  a  switch  to  Day. 
We  are  setting  back  a  cut  to  put  In  a  set 
of  switch  ties.  Well,  the  roadmaster  al- 
lowed me  to  take  my  motor  car  yester- 
day, as  it  was  Sunday,  and  run  up  the 
road.  While  I  was  there  I  got  behind 
three  of  the  boys  and  succeeded  in  writ- 
ing two  of  them  up  in  the  Brotherhood. 

I  don't  see  the  Florida  boys  names  in 
the  roll  of  honor.  They  do  not  seem  to 
be  doing  much  in  that  line.  What  is  the 
matter  boys?  Can't  we  Florida  boys  do 
as  much  as  any  of  the  rest  in  other 
states?  The  boys  on  this  pike  have  from 
fourteen  to  twenty  miles,  motor  car.  and 
six  men.  We  also  have  lots  of  privileges 
that  men  on  other  roads  have  not  been 
allowed.  They  allow  us  to  take  our  car 
and  run  to  church  when  there  is  no 
church  near  us  and  allow  us  to  use  the 


car  to  go  after  the  doctor  when  we  need 
one. 

I  wish  the  boys  near  here  would  come 
together  and  get  a  lodge  near  this  place- 
say  at  Live  Oak.  Four  roads  come  there 
and  we  could  have  a  good  lodge  if  we 
would  only  try.  I  would  Ifke  to  hear  fnnn 
some  of  the  brothers  regarding  this.  Let 
us  get  together  and  get  a  lodge  near 
home,  80  we  can  attend  meetings.  I  Iisve 
not  been  to  a  lodge  meeting  for  five  years 
for  the  reason  there  is  none  near  enoogli 
and  I  know  other  brothers  in  the  same 
fix. 

Well,  I  will  ring  off  and  ask  the  editor 
to  jolt  and  line  this  up  for  me.    Toars 
in  B.  L.  it  U.,                     J.  R.  Kkight. 
•  o^ 

Griffith,  Ind. 

I  will  try  to  say  a  few  words  to  the 
brothers  if  I  can.  I  am  reading  all  those 
good  letters  you  are  writing.  They  are 
fine.  I  went  to  the  meeting  last  month 
and  had  a  good  time.  I  am  not  ashamed 
of  our  Order  or  of  the  turn  out  we  are 
having.  We  had  about  thirty  members 
present  and  took  in  eleven  new  membera 
I  was  too  busy  to  stay  for  all  of  it,  bu*. 
the  boys  were  doing  good  work  when  I 
left.  I  want  to  go  this  month  again.  It 
will  be  the  15th  and  I  would  be  glad  to 
hear  the  word  ''present"  in  answer  to  the 
name  of  every  member  of  our  Lodge  Na 
598,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  each  one  to  at- 
tend when  they  can. 

I  hope  to  read  this  in  the  dear  old  Ad- 
vocate.   Yours  truly,     Wm.  Thompson. 


-•-a^ 


Batesburg  S.  C. 

will  you  admit  a  little  boy  nine  yeara 
old  into  your  charming  circle? 

My  Papa  is  a  section  foreman  and  has 
been  working  for  the  Southern  Railway 
fifteen  years.  I  have  been  living  hi  this 
town  ever  since  I  was  nine  months  old. 
It  is  a  fine  town  and  Papa  is  pleased  with 
the  place.  I  go  out  on  the  road  with  him 
some  time  and  enjoy  it  very  much.  Papa 
runs  a  farm  Just  out  of  town  and  I 
go  out  with  the  men  to  pick  cotton 
almoiBt  every  day.  Picked  one  hun- 
dred   pounds    of    cotton    one    day   last 
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weelc  Monday  our  scliool  starU  and  I 
will  have  to  go.  I  have  one  sister.  She 
goes  to  a  convent  to  school.  She  will 
have  to  stort  Monday  also.  We  are  very 
lonesome  when  she  goes  away.  The  con- 
vent la,  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina  and 
Papa's  lodge  meets  there.  I  always  go 
with  hini  and  we  go  to  the  convent  and 
get  sister  and  spend  the  day  together.  1 
have  two  very  pretty  goats.  I  am  trying 
to  get  them  fat  enough  to  send  to  the  fair 
this  year.  I  sent  one  last  year  and  she 
got  first  prize. 

Well,  I  will  close  with  best  wishes  to 
all,                                     W,  P.  Rhodes. 
m^y^ 

Pine  HUl,  Ala. 

To  the  dear  readers  of  the  Advocates 

I  wish  to  express  my  many  thanks  to 
the  brothers  of  I.  B.  of  M.  W.  E.  Selma 
Lodge  No.  281  for  the  respect  shown  to 
my  Brother  T.  C.  Green,  who  died  Sep- 
tember 12,  1911,  in  a  local  infirmary  with 
acute  dysentery,  and  especially  to  Broth- 
er B.  R.  Clements  who  followed  the  re- 
mains to  our  old  home  wheiE^  we  founo 
many  friends  and  relatives, to- Jnourn  his 
loss.  I  also  wish  to  say  thaitU  wiU  never 
^rget  the  statements  made-  by  Brother 
Clements  ^and^  the  i»ympathy  they  have 
foF  each  otiier  and  the  bereaved  ones  left 
hehind*     *       ■ 

I  remain  with  best  wishes  to  the  dear 
AavocAxm  and  its  many  readers.    Tours 
in  B..L;  ft  U.,                     W.  B.  Green. 
•<y 
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Maplewood,  Ind. 

I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines  this 
morning  fbr  the  Advocate.  I  am  feeling 
somewhat  better  and  more  encouraged 
than  I  did  when  writing  my  last  letter. 
As  you  saw  in  the  October  issue,  we  have 
beeii  recognized  by  our  management.  We 
have  our  working  rules  and  will  get  some 
increase  in  wages.  That  part  of  it,  how- 
ever, is  still  in  the  hands  of  arbitrators, 
whatever  they  will  do  will  be  appreciated. 
In  my  letter  in  the  October  issue  a  mis- 
take was  made  in  wages  laborers  werct 
receiving  on  this  division.  I  intended  to 
say  laborers  received  14%  cenU  per  hour 
but  the  October  issue  shows  |46.00  per 


month.  Laborers  would  be  very  well 
satisfied  at  even  less  than  |45.00  per 
month. 

At  our  last  meeting,  September  20th, 
we  took  in  thirteen  new  members  and 
expect  as  many  more  next  meeting,  Octo- 
ber 15th. 

I  want  to  say  a  few  words  about  out 
Joint  Protective  Board,  Brothers  J.  B. 
Lee  and  Harry  Hathaway.  They  are  two 
wide  awake  boys,  always  looking  ahead 
for  the  betterment  of  our  lodge. 

I  remain.  Yours  fraternally. 

Journal  Ageivt. 
•  o^ 

Mulberry, ,  Fla. 

It  seems  to  me  the  boys  on  the  A.  C. 
Lb  are  all  asleep.  I  hope  to  see  them 
wake  up  pretty  soon.  I  feel  that  I  should 
have  a  few  words  to  say  for  the  grand  old 
Order  that  has  been  in  existence  for  so 
many,  many  years.  We  have  old  men 
that  have  been  with  us  all  this  time  and 
it  seems  to  me  the  boys  should  ail  wake 
up  and  not  slumber  too  long.  We  ought 
to  get  hold  of  the  wheel  and  help  roll  it 
to  t^e  top  of  the  hill.  Older  men  have 
been  shoving  the  wheel  for  a  long  time. 
So  wake  up  boys  and  get  right  There 
is  something  for  us  all  to  do,  if  we  will 
only  try.  You  know  one  or  two  men  can- 
not do  it  all  by  themselves.  I  hope  to 
hear  from  some  of  you  in  the  next  Ad- 
vocate. 

This  is  my  first  time  to  write  and  if  it 
misses  the  waste  basket,  I  will  try  to  do 
better  next  time.    Yours  sincerely, 

G.   V.    FOBEMAK. 

Adairville,  Ga. 

After  quite  awhile  I  will  attempt  to 
write  a  line  for  the  benefit  of  the  craft 
and  will  ask  you  to  please  Jolt  and  line  it 
up,  and  if  possible  let  this  cup  pass.  Al- 
though it  is  so  hot  I  can  hardly  stand  I 
have  yet  a  short  time  to  put  in  at  the 
task. 

I  will  say  to  the  boys  that  I  am  on  the 
A.  C.  L.  at  this  date  and  talking  to  the 
men  the  best  I  know  how  and  it  lookq 
bright  to  me  for  the  boys  on  this  line. 
While  some  are  slow  to  act  after  they 
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are  shown  what  it  means  to  organize,  we 
can  do  business  with  them.  Of  course, 
we  have  traitors  along  the  line  to  deal 
with  and  now  and  then  a  Thomas  in  our 
way,  but  thanks  to  God  they  reap  their 
reward  and  soon  run  their  race  and  hare 
Co  acknowledge  it  in  th«  end.  I  will  just 
say  brothers  stand  uprand  make  an  hon- 
est and  consistent  fight  and  the  battle  is 
ours.  Do  your  work  with  a  full  deter- 
mination and  a  bright  light  will  appear. 
I  will  ask  aU  the  brothers  to  be  sure  and 
pay.  their  dues  January  6,  next  and  those 
who  are  behind  for  this  half  year  pay  up. 
Hold  up  your  committee  and  they  will  be 
able  to  do  something  for  you  and  should 
you  be  asked  to  serve  on  the  Board  do 
that  with  a  clear  unfalteringly  mind.  I 
expect  to  spot  out  some  flaws  in  my  ter- 
ritory and  hope  that  you  will  give  me 
some  assistance,  which  will  be  appreciat- 
ed to  the  fullest  extent.  Brothers  make 
it  a  personal  matter  to  go  to  work  with 
full  force  and  in  an  honest  way  and  then 
the  duty  will  be  performed.  May  God 
bless  our  efforts  is  my  prayer.  Tours  in 
B.  L.  &  v.,  H.  B.  Stokes. 

•  <y 

Wiggins,  W.  Va. 

I  will  now  make  an  attempt  to  write  a 
letters  to  the  Advocate.  1  received  a  ticket 
from  the  Superintendent  of  West  Vir 
ginia  school  for  the  deaf  and  blind,  which 
opens  on  the  10th  of  this  month.  When 
I  was  a  little  boy  I  did  hate  to  go  to 
school,  but  I  now  fiud  out  that  the  school 
is  very  useful  to  me.  If  I  did  not  go  I 
would  be  very  Ignorant.  I  am  -thankful 
to  God  first  and  then  my  Papa  for  the 
opportunity.  I  think  this  writing  is  not 
as  neat  as  the  other  letters  I  wrote  you 
but  my  hands  are  very  cold;  however,  1 
like  the  winter  weather  best 

I  am  very  anxious  to  go  to  college  next 
year  and  I  will  try  to  go  home  in  April, 
so  I  can  work  in  the  sboe  factory,  as  my 
father  wants  me  to  earn  money  fer  tne 
college  coarse  and  h  feel  that  I  cannot 
neglect  my  education.  Let  me  tell  you 
I  he'p  my  grandfather  work  in  the  post- 
office.  I  love  to  help  him  for  he  is  get- 
ting old. 


Well,  boys  do  you  like  to  go  to  school 
or  college?  Never  neglect  them  as  yoa 
know  education  is  wealth.  I  meet  many 
people  who  canot  read  or  write.  R 
makes  me  pity  them,  and  I  think  their 
parents  must  be  very  poor  when  the? 
cannot  send  their  children  to  school 

I  nearly  forgot  to  tell  you  my  ffttiier 
and  his  men  have  gone  to  supply  coil  to 
the  station  and  telegraph  offices.  They 
will  get  extra  money.  My  sister  has  gone 
to  school  now.  She  goes  every  day.  Hec 
school  opened  on  the  18th  of  September. 

I  see  my  name  in  the  list  of  prize  wis- 
ners  in  the  October  issue»  please  t^  me 
about  it 

Well,  as  I  have  no  more  news  to  tell . 
you  I  wil  close,  wishing  the  Brotherhood 
great  success  in  their  work,  I  am.  Very 
truly  yours,  C.  H.  Woomtum. 

Note — A  list  of  the  prizes  offered  wOl 
be  found  in  this  issue  of  the  Adtocaxm, 


Grad^,  Ark. 


I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines  to  the 
Advocate,  this  being  my  first  time. 

We  have  only  a  few  Brotherhood  men 
on  this  line,  one  of  the  reasons  being 
there  are  negro  foremen  on  the  road,  at 
least  they  are  filling  a  foreman^s  place 
and  the  white  men  do  not  care  to  work 
under  them.  I  would  suggest  th^  the 
men  on  the  road  write  a  lotto;  to  die 
superintendent  asking  him  to  replaoa  the 
colored 'foremen  by  white  men,  or  tf  Ml 
to  have  all  colored  men  working  oa  the 
road,  as  it  would  be  best  for  the  men 
and  Company  too.  We  want  all  white 
men  or  all  negroes  so  we  can  organSae 
and  I  pray  God  we  will  see  the  day  when 
we  are  thoroughly  organised  with  wlilts 
men  as  foremen. 

Well,  I  have  Just  receivod  the  dear  old 
Advocatb  and  read  a  letter  from  T.  X 
O'Donnell.  I  was  surely  glad  to  hmr 
from  him  and  the  many  other  teothsis 
who  write  to  the  JoumaL 

As  this  is  my  first  letter,  i^  wm  set 
make  it  lonf  and  if  it  misse-the  wasis 
basket,  I  will  try  again.  • 

Wishing  the  brotherr  stccMs^  I  as, 
Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U.,  *      r  v      J,  H. 
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Hernando,  Miss. 

As  a  general  rule  we  all  wish  to  pros- 
per or  to  make   some  Improvement  1a 
things  we  are  Interested  In.    The  mer* 
chant  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  he 
takes   stock  of  merchandise,  money  in 
bank,  etc.,  Is  pleased  if  he  has  made  more 
than    the   year   previous,    or,    in   other 
words,  made  some  Improvement  in  his 
business.      Lawyers,    doctors,    bankers, 
and  in  fact  all  professional  men,  I  sup- 
pose, are  pleased  if  the  year  past  has 
more  to  show  than  the  year  previous,  and 
we   lesser  lights   are   animated   by  the 
same  feeling,  if  we  see  an  improvement 
in  our  condition  over  the  year  gone  be- 
fore.   All  men  with  any  ambition  like  to 
succeed  and  I  never  feel  better  at  the 
end  of  a  day's  work  than  when  I  see  that 
I  have  done  something  to  better  the  con- 
dition of  my  section.    On  the  other  hand, 
if  I  have  not  something  to  show  for  the 
money  I  have  spent,  I  do  not  feel  good 
and  am  apt  to  be  out  of  temper  with 
those  around  me.    If  at  the  end  of  the 
season  my  work  is  not  in  better  shape 
than  it  was  last  year,  I  do  not  feel  very 
good.    I  suppose  all   foremen   feel   the 
same  way,  for  there  is  no  class  of  men 
in  the  service  of  the  railroad  that  more 
is  expected  of  with  less  to  do  it  with.    In 
those  economical  times  we  have  to  make 
bric}i  without  straw  or  have  a  perfect 
tnibk  without  men  or  material.      Now, 
takei  the  farmer,  his  whole  ambition  4s 
to  see  or  make  some  improvement  in  his 
acres   so  they  will   produce  more  this 
year  than  the  year  before,  and  in  this 
day  of  scientific  farming  the  man  who 
does  not  adopt  all  the  modem  improve- 
ments and  means  to  produce  results  will 
soon  have  a  mortgage  on  his  land,  or,  as 
we  say  down  in  this  country,  the  credit 
merchant  will   get   him,   not  the   boogy 
man  as  the  story  book  goes  in  children's 
talk,  and  the  farmers  of  the  South  look 
on  the  credit  man  as  a  veritable  boogy 
man.     Some   are  more   easily   satisfied 
than    others,    any    little    Improvement 
pleases  them.     I  will  have  to  mention 
the  Ozark  Mountains  in  Missouri  in  this 
letter  again  to  explain  to  you  how  easy 
some  people  are  pleased.     The  Ozarks 


hills  are  covered  all  over  with  loose 
rocks  of  different  formation,  from  gravel 
to  quartz  rock,  belched  forth  at  some- 
time in  the  past  when  that  country  was 
hot,  for  it  is  a  fact  that  there  were  num- 
erous volcanic  eruptions  away  back  in 
the  early  days.  When  the  K.  C.  road 
was  built  from  Memphis  to  Springfield. 
Missouri,  there  was  quite  a  rush  of  set- 
tlers or  emigrants  into  that  part  of 
Uncle  Sam's  domain  to  take  a  quarter 
section  of  homestead  land.  They  came 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  east,  west, 
north  and  south.  Among  the  boomers 
from  the  south  was  a  man  and  his  family 
from  North  Carolina.  He  took  up  a 
claim  that  all  others  had  passed,  but 
Jones  was  easily  satisfied.  He  came  from 
the  southern  state  in  a  cart  drawn  by  a 
little  steer.  He  had  eight  children  be^ 
sides  himself  and  wife,  Mandy,  ten  in  alL 
So  you  can  readily  see  why  Jones  was 
only  too  anxious  to  settle  down  at  the 
first  opportimity  no  matter  what  th^ 
land  was.  He  wanted  some  place  to  rest 
on  like  the  dove  sent  out  by  Noah— it 
wanted  land,  so  did  Jones.  He  threX 
himself  up  a  log  house  in  no  time,  dome 
of  you  eastern  people  probably  never 
saw  one  of  the  early  habitatioils  of  the 
first  settlers  under  construction.  Logs 
chopped  off  the  size  and  length  of  the 
house  wanted,  then  both  cut  in  the  ends 
so  one  will  fit  into  the  other.  Jack  in 
the  Bean  Stalk  neVer  erected  one  of  his 
castles  quicker  than  the  early  homes^ 
which  were  erected  in  a  day.  This  was 
Jones'  first  place  of  habitation.  He  got 
along  somehow  and  lived.  The  whole 
family  worked  from  oldest  to  youngest; 
none  were  drones  in  that  hive  of  human- 
ity. I  saw  him  constantly  from  day  to 
day  and  I  noticed  some  improvement  in 
everything  around,  even  additions  to  the 
already  numerous  family,  but  nothing 
seemed  to  stop  Jones.  He  was  always 
making  some  Improvement,  clearing  land, 
picking  rocks  and  putting  them  in  piles. 
He  had  one  patch  of  land  that  he  called 
his  bottom  land.  It  was  about  three 
acres  in  extent  and  Instead  of  rocks  it 
was  covered  with  gravel.  When  Jones 
was  plowing  it,  you  could  hear  the  plow 
cut  through  the  gravel.    One  day  he  was 
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plowing  and  his  wife  waa  np  on  the  liiU 
picking  roclc;  Jonea  stopped  plowing  and- 
denly  and  got  down  on  Ma  kneea  and 
commenced  to  dig  the  dirt  with  his  hands. 
He  hollered  to  his  wife  Mandy,  Hey! 
Mandy,  come  quick!  Mandy  dropped  the 
rock  she  had  in  her  hand  and  started  on 
the  run  down  the  hill  to  John.  When 
she  came  near  him,  she  said^  what  have 
you  found  Pa?  She  certainly  though^ 
Pa  had  discovered  a  gold  mine  hy  hia 
excited  actions.  Pa  looked  up  and  said, 
do  you  know  Mandy  I  helieve  there  in 
more  dirt  here  this  year  than  last  The 
plowing  I  suppose  had  pulverized  some  of 
the  gravel  and  in  Jones'  simple  estima- 
tion it  waa  dirt  and  he  was  pleased  for 
he  saw  an  improvement  over  last  year. 
Fraternally  yours,  T.  J.  O'Donioell. 
»o« 

Romeo,  Fla. 

Dear  Brothers: 

I  am  a  sorry  writer  hut  I  am  going  to 
try  and  if  I  hit  the  dear  old  AnvocATV 
instead  of  the  waste  hasket,  I  will  write 
again  sometime. 

Good  boy»  Brother  Sapp,  come  up  some 
Sunday  and  take  dinner  with  me  and 
bring  old  Brother  J.  T.  Ogle  with  you  and 
let  us  see  if  we  cannot  figure  out  some 
place  that  wil  be  convenient  to  all  of  us 
on  this  line  to  organize  a  lodge.  I  am 
sure  there  is  enough  of  us,  if  we  will  all 
get  to  work  at  it  and  try  with  all  our 
might,  to  have  a  good  lodge  somewhere 
on  this  road.  We  surely  ought  to  have 
one  for  there  are  two  or  three  nons  that 
I  know  of  and  if  we  had  a  good  lodge, 
we  could  make  them  sit  up  and  tak^ 
notice.  I  surely  want  to  go  to  a  good 
meeting. 

I  will  close  for  this  time.    Yours  in  B. 
L.  ft  U.,  W.  E.  Mattais. 
»o» 

Tampa,  Fla. 

I  would  like  to  ask  the  readers  of  the 
Advocate  if  there  are  any  who  know  the 
present  address  of  Mr.  O.  J.  Lane.  He 
used  to  be  a  section  foreman  on  Section 
No.  187  of  the  A.  G.  L.  road,  and  I  would 
also  very  much  like  to  know  the  present 
location  of  a  young  man  about  20  years 


old  who  claims  to  be  a  section  foreman 
but  who  is  really  an  apprentice.  I  re- 
lieved him  at  Tampa  on  July  27,  1911. 

Brothjera  it  is  to  your  interest  to  watch 
out  for  these  two  men  and  I  would  ap- 
preciate it  if  any  of  you  could  give  me 
the  address  of  either  or  both  of  thesQ 
men.    Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

John  Hihsov. 

Spartansburg,  S.  C. 

Well  here  I  come  again.  Brothen 
some  of  the  members  of  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W. 
B.  have  begged,  persuaded,  pleaded  and 
prayed,  lost  sleep  and  rest,  written  let- 
ters and  spent  money  trying  to  get  mem 
to  come  together  in  unity  and  work  for 
the  betterment  of  our  condition.  It 
makes  me  think  of  the  reading  and 
teachings  of  the  Holy  Bible  when  EzeUd 
was  here  on  earth.  Ezekiel  would  pa^ 
suade  Israel  to  so  repent  and  return  tq 
God  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
permit  Jerusalem  and  the  temple  to  be 
destroyed.  The  people  refused,  the  cit^ 
was  destroyed,  the  temple  burned  and  iti 
treasurers  borne  away  by  the  Chaldeans. 
The  best  of  the  people,  those  in  which 
were  the  greatest  possibilities  of  good 
and  the  largest  capacity  for  being  train' 
ed,  were  sent  into  far  distant  exile  for 
their  schooling  very  much  aa  their  an- 
cestors were  disciplined  and  trained  In 
the  wilderness  that  they  might  be  en- 
abled to  take  possession  of  the  promised 
land.  Brothers,  let  us  now  do  as  the 
people  of  old.  Let  ua  stand  pat  and 
fight  the  battle  as  brave  men  and  do  good 
for  our  country  and  wives  and  children. 
We  will  not  stay  in  bondage  but  will 
unite  in  one  body  and  pray  to  the  Great 
Ruler  of  the  universe  that  the  day  will 
come  in  the  near  future  when  men  wiB 
not  be  discharged  for  Joining  our  order 
or  for  being  on  a  committee  to  go  be- 
fore the  management  to  adjust  our  con- 
ditions.  And  may  the  day  come  wha 
each  and  every  trackman  will  unite  in 
strength  and  struggle  together  to  hare 
a  home  of  worship,  a  temple  of  Jnstioe. 
Let  us  give  our  children  the  benefit  of 
religious  training,  so  that  they  will  grow 
up  to  be  honorable  and  upright  and  flg)it 
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for  their  rights.  This  is  a  glorious  or  a 
horrid  old  world.  People  are  hard  to 
understand.  Some  of  our  apparently  best 
friends  prove  to  be  traitors  to  the  cause, 
but  I  am  glad  to  say  the  majority  of  our 
trackmen  are  beginning  to  see  where  the 
capitalist  is  getting  his  millions  from 
The  river  brings  life  wherever  it  flows 
and  the  I.  B.  of  Bl  W.  B.  brings  peace 
and  happiness  to  every  home  it  enters.  I 
hope  all  the  nons  will  Just  stop  one  mo- 
ment and  consider  their  interest  and  see 
if  they  do  not  want  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  better  our  conditions. 

I  was  delighted  to  see  so  many  good 
letters  in  the  October  issue  from  the 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  hope  they  will 
continue  the  good  work.  Tours  in  B.  L. 
A  U.,  T.  S.  SiSK. 

•  o^ 

St.  Elmo,  Tenn. 

Dear  Editor:  As  I  have  never  written 
to  the  Advocate  I  thought  I  would'  write 
a  short  letter  now.  I  have  been  working 
for  the  N.  C.  it  St.  L.  Company  for  eight 
years.  There  are  several  members  on 
the  road,  we  have  no  lodge  organized  yet 
but  I  hope  we  will  soon  have  one.  I  think 
it  is  a  grand  thing.  If  all  the  laboring 
men  would  look  at  it  in  the  right  way  I 
think  there  would  be  a  good  many  more 
join.  They  seem  to  be  afraid  and  are 
satisfied  to  wqrk  for  a  small  wage.  I  am 
trying  to  get  some  members.  Some  of 
my  friends  say  they  are  going  to  Join 
soon.  Let  us  do  what  we  can  and  I  think 
after  a  while  they  will  see  where  they 
are  standing  and  will  turn  the  right  way. 

I  have  moved  from  Wildwood  to  St, 
Elmo  but  I  am  still  working  for  the  same 
company. 

Wishing  the  Advocate  and  its  readers 
sncces,  I  remain.  Yours  in  B.  L.  it  P., 
Cebtificatb  No.  30755. 

•  o« 

Ccrro  Gordo,  N.  C. 

I  have  been  a  reader  of  the  Advocate 
for  a  short  time  and  enjoy  reading  the 
many  nice  letters  from  the  Brotherhood 
men,  also  from  the  boys  and  girls.  I  do 
not  feel  that  this  letter  will  be  of  very 
Creat  interest   to   any  of  the  Advocate 


readers  but  I  just  thought  I  would  try 
my  hand.  I  cannot  say  much  as  I  am 
only  a  section  hand  on  the  Atlantic 
Coast  Line  R.  R.  although  I  have  been 
doing  some  relief  section  foreman  work 
and  have  been  promised  something  bet- 
ter if  I  stick  to  my  work  and  do  the 
right  thing. 

I  am  hoping  the  time  will  come  when 
all  the  Brotherhood  men  on  this  division 
of  the  A.  C.  L.  will  be  called  together 
and  a  lodge  organized  so  that  we  can 
meet  one  another  and  know  a  Brother- 
hood man  from  a  scab.  I  guess  I  had 
better  close  before  I  say  too  much.  II 
some  of  the  non-union  men  should  hap- 
pen to  get  hold  of  the  Advocate  and  find 
this  letter  In  it  I  probably  might  have 
trouble  on  my  hands  with  some  of  the 
scabs.  I  don't  see  how  they  can  bear  to 
be  called  scabs.  I  would  like  for  all  to 
speak  a  word  of  encouragement  to  any 
non-union  men  you  should  meet  I  hope 
they  will  soon  wake  up  to  a  sense  of 
their  duty  and  come  in  and  join  us  so 
that  we  can  recognize  them  as  mem- 
bers when  we  meet 

Well  I  have  made  by  letter  longer  thai\ 
I  expected.  I  would  thank  the  kind  edi- 
tor if  he  will  correct  all  mistakes.  I 
would  like  to  exchange  post-cards  and 
letters  with  any  of  the  boys  and  girls 
who  would  wish  to  drop  a  line  in  friend- 
ship to    an  unknown  friend. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  every  suc- 
cess, I  am»  Tours  fraternally,* 

Julius  F.  Boswkll. 

•  o^ 

Day,  Fla. 

Well,  I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines 
to  the  dear  old  Advocate.  I  am  not  very 
old  in  the  business,  but  I  feel  it  is  a 
duty  we  owe  the  journal  and  I  want  to 
say  it  shows  more  union  and  love  toward 
our  brothers.  It  shows  we  are  trying 
to  do  something. 

Why  are  you  not  a  union  man?  That 
is  what  I  want  to  know.  I  have  decided 
to  ask  a  few  questions  of  the  non-mem- 
bers and  backsliders.  Which  do  you  ad- 
mire most — a  man  who  stands  up  for  b!s 
rights  or  the  little  wishy-washy,  weak- 
kneed,  two-by-four  sawed-otf  who  would 
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yanish  into  yapor  if  some  of  his  supe- 
riors looked  him  in  the  face? 

Well,  I  will  close  for  this  time,  and  if 
this  misses  the  waste  basket  I  will  try 
again.    Tours  In  B.  L.  ib  U., 

B.  O.  Lnb 
— — — .-o-* 

Lone  Star  Sute. 

As  the  spirit  again  moves  I  will  try  to 
relieve  my  somewhat  fevered  brain  by 
contributing  one  more  letter  to  the  dear 
old  Advocate.  .  I  only  regret  that  I  cannot 
write  a  letter  that  would  make  the  Texas 
Long  Horns  stand  up  and  take  notice,  a 
letter  that  would  have  the  desired  effect. 

Kind  brothers,  listen.    If  you  want  to 
see  the  Texas  long  horns  act  and  act 
quickly  Just  hand  them  a  circular  that 
reads  as  follows: 
To  all  soction  foremen: 

There  is  being  ocganized  at  various 
places  along  the  line  what  is  known  as 
The  Brotherhood  of  Lumber  Workers  and 
we  do  not  care  to  have  foremen  or  their 
men  Join  this  union  and  when  you  find 
that  one  of  your  men  has  Joined  the 
Brotherhood  you  will  quietly  discharge 
him.  It  is  to  the  interest  of  the  company 
and  all  concerned  that  you  discourage 
your  men  from  joining  this  union,  as 
much  as  possible,  and  we  do  not  want 
any  foremen  to  Join  the  Brotherhood  or 
agitate  this  organization  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. If  any  of  you  do  Join  we 
will  expect  to  dismiss  you  from  the  ser- 
vice of  this  company.  Please  acknowl- 
edge receipt.    Yours  truly, 

ROAOSf  ASTER. 

If  the  above  wouldn't  give  any  free 
bom  American  a  chill,  I  do  not  know  of 
anything  that  would,  but  such  is  the  law 
and  gospel  all  over  this  line,  and  I  will 
say  that  I  do  not  believe  there  ever  was 
a  Texas  long  horn  that  would  not  paw 
up  the  sand  and  rub  the  bark  off  a  good 
many  pine  saplings  before  be  would  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  ot  such  a  circular. 
If  there  is,  he  is  one  of  the  de-homed 
kind;  his  head  has  become  hollow  and 
his  heart  is  petrified. 

Boys  we  all  know  it  is  very  embarrass- 
ing  to  s«t  a  circular  like  the  above,  but, 
as  I  have  said*  under  exlstfng  clrcnm- 


stances  we  need  not  expect  anythhig  else 
for  at  the  present  time  it  is  law  sod 
gospel,  but  when  we  have  united  inti 
one  great  body  this  will  all  be  8t<vped 
and  not  before. 

Brothers  do  you  want  to  protect  your 
children?  Do  you  want  to  be  a  free  man? 
Do  you  want  to  protect  your  rights?  If 
so,  listen  and  I  will  tell  you  how.  Ftnt 
organize,  educate,  co-operate,  affiliate  ud 
consolidate,  and  then  we  will  have  tlM 
desired  protection.  'United  we  itand, 
divided  we  fall.** 

Nearly  two  thousand  years  ago  then 
lived  a  man,  a  young  man  only  81  yetn 
of  age,  who  even  at  this  late  date,  is  ae- 
knowledged  to  have  been  the  most  ac- 
curate, truthful  and  interesting  orator 
that  ever  addressed  an  audience.  On  one 
memorable  occasion  he  made  a  refflaik< 
able  assertion  which  time  and  homan  ex- 
perience of  nearly  twenty  centuries  ai 
well  as  that  of  eariier  history  has  pro?eii 
correct.  He  said,  "And  if  a  kingdom  b^ 
divided  against  itself  that  kingdom  can 
not  stand,  and  if  a  house  be  divided 
against  itself  that  house  cannot  stand." 
Mark  3:24-25.  As  the  above  prophecy  has 
proven  tme  up  to  the  present  time  It  if 
good  evidence  that  it  is  likely  to  con< 
tinue  so 

Now  brothers,  I  am  asking  you  why 
in  the  name  of  our  dearly  beloved  ones 
is  it  that  we  do  not  unite  aad  con&olidate 
into  one  great  body?  Why  is  it  that  we 
today  stand  divided?  I  will  say  It  is 
through  ignorance;  it  is  for  the  lack  of 
education  along  these  lines.  It  is  be- 
cause you  never  use  your  own  brains  bat 
use  your  master's  instead.  It  is  because 
you  listen  to  and  believe  malevolent  and 
dishonorable  lies  told  you  by  your  mas- 
ters. It  is  because  you  nons  are  con- 
tented to  draw  a  pay  check  Just  larw 
enough  to  pay  your  grocery  bills  and 
when  you  go  home  and  your  wife  ado 
you  about  the  shoes  you  promised  to 
bring  home  to  her  and  little  Johnnie  that 
they  might  be  able  to  attend  church  the 
next  Sunday,  you  are  contended  to  tell 
her  that  your  check  was  a  little  short 
and  that  she  would  have  to  wait  ontil 
next  pay  day,  so  from  time  to  dme  it  ia  i 
no  more.    Too  are  oontrat  to  carry  bonie 
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to  your  wife  and  babes  instead  of  shoes, 
tbis  same  old  tale  of  woe,  "my  check  was 
a  little  short"  and  by  so  doing  you  keep 
her  shut  up  in  a  dark  workshop  devoid 
of  any  worldly  pleasures  and  soon  you 
are  going  to  send  her  to  an  early  grave. 
To  such  as  you  I  will  say,  you  are  as 
raging  waves  of  the  sea  foaming  out  youi; 
own  shame;  you  are  the  wandering  stars 
to  whom  is  reserved  the  blackness  of 
darkness  forever.  You  are  men  who 
never  look  a  day  ahead,  never  think  o^ 
the  day  when  a  panic  or  non-employment 
is  going  to  strike  you.  Brothers  when  it 
strikes  you  it  is  going  to  strike  with  as 
frightful  effects  as  the  storm  left  at  QaX- 
veston. 

We  read  in  Corinthians  1:27.  "But 
God  hath  chosen  the  foolish  things  of 
the  world  to  confound  the  wise,  and  Ood 
hath  chosen  the  weaker  things  of  the 
world  to  confound  the  things  that  are 
mighty.  My  dear  beloved  brethren  we 
are  the  weaker  things  that  God  hatl( 
chosen  to  confound  a  mighty  power.  He 
has  chosen  us  to  put  down  a  power  that 
has  abandoned  all  righteousness,  a  power 
that  has  fled  from  justice,  a  power  that 
is  not  willing  to  do  unto  you  as  it  would 
have  you  do  unto  it  God  has  chosen  you 
to  put  down  a  power  that  is  grinding  you 
and  your  children  into  cold  dollars. 

As  I  look  through  the  many  industries 
throughout  the  Lone  Star  State  I  see 
many  children  doing  men's  work  and 
only  drawing  infants'  pay.  I  see  around 
these  industries  many  women  and  chil- 
dren poorly  clad  and  half  fed,  devoid  of 
any  school  advantages,  devoid  of  med- 
ical attention,  devoid  of  any  of  the  things 
that  God  has  put  here  for  his  people.  My 
very  soul  cries  out  in  protest  against 
such  discrimination  and  unfairness.  How 
long  oh  Lord,  how  long  must  the  poor 
sulfer,  and  the  rich  go  free^  Has  jus- 
tice,  disgusted  with  the  actions  of  men, 
torn  off  the  bandage  from  her  blinded 
eyes,  abandoned  her  rights  and  fled  back 
to  her  home  in  heaven.  Has  God  in  his 
wrath  given  over  his  people  to  be  slaves, 
to  be  ground  down  by  degrees  into  cold 
dollars?  Kind  brothers  the  echo  answers 
No!  I  have  chosen  you,  the  weaker,  to 
put  down  thik  mighty  power.     I   have 


taught  you  brotherly  love,  I  have  taught 
you  as  it  is  written  in  the  first  book  of 
Peter  2-17  "Honor  all  men;  love  the 
Brotherhood."  Brothers  my  earnest  and 
faithful  prayer  is,  will  you  join  your 
craft?  Will  you  plant  your  hflpe  In  the 
Brotherhood  of  your  craft,  plant  your 
hope  in  the  Brotherhood  that  is  like  a 
great  ship  with  the  seal  of  the  divine  and 
supreme  government  on  her  anchor?  A 
ship  with  a  brave  and  noble  captain,  a 
captain  who  is  sensitive  to  every  change 
of  the  wind  and  tide  and  who  always 
turns  his  ship  sharply  around  to  meet 
and  resist  the  storm,  so  neither  wind  nor 
wave  can  then  strike  her  on  broad  side. 
With  her  prow  to  the  front  she  cleaves 
the  waves  in  two  and  sends  them  harm- 
less along  her  side.  This  grand  and 
noble  captain  realizes  the  fact  that  with- 
out the  membership  of  75  per  cent~  of 
the  trackmen  his  ship  can  never  make  a 
safe  and  successful  voyage  across  the 
Lone  Star  State,  but  when  we  boys  get 
together  and  place  our  membership  down 
in  the  bottom  of  this  great  ship  to  be 
used  as  ballast,  she  will,  in  less  time 
than  it  takes  to  tell  it,  have  sailed  into 
the  State  and  erected  her  flag,  a  flag  that 
will  shine  throughout  the  world. 

The  text  says,  "Honor  all  men."  I 
think  God  is  looking  for  men  whose 
hearts  He  can  so  enlarge  as  to  make 
them  capable  of  comprehending  what  the 
text  really  means.  It  must  be  joy  to 
make  a  million,  but  I  think  the  Lord  of 
all  the  earth  can  teach  a  man  a  trick 
worth  two  of  that  in  giving  him  power 
to  love  a  world  and  "honor  all  men." 
Such  a  man  could  declare  in  a  voice 
that  ought  to  be  heard  that  the  wages 
of  the  poor  and  innocent  section  laborer 
should  not  be  determined  by  what  a  rail- 
way company  is  willing  to  pay,  but  by 
what  is  required  to  provide  the  necessi- 
ties of  life  with  a  small  margin  over  for 
a  rainy  day. 

Brothers,  the  war  is  on  in  full  blast, 
and  I  think  that  it  was  declared  when 
one  of  the   railway     magnates     stated, 

" ,   the   unions  have  to  be   wiped 

out."  I  am  not,  as  a  rule,  given  to  tears, 
but  the  above  sentence  kind  o'  gets  the 
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best  of  me;  but  with  a  smile  I  can  look 
to  God,  the  Creator  of  all  things,  and 
read  the  finish  of  such  men.  Jas.  5:2-d-4: 
"Tour  riches  are  corrupt  and  your  gar- 
ments are  moth-eaten;  your  gold  and 
silver  is  cankered  and  the  rust  of  them 
shall  be  witness  against  you  and  shall 
eat  your  flesh  as  it  would  fire.  Te  have 
reaped  treasures  together  fbr  the  last 
days." 

This  struggle  between  labor  and  capi- 
tal has  been  a  long  one;  it  dates  back 
to  the  trailing  thousands  on  the  sands 
of  Bgypt  and  the  plains  of  Babylon. 
Rome  had  her  labor  organizations.  In 
England  we  have  labor  guilds  and  ap- 
prentice systems  going  far  back  into  its 
history.  Although  a  long  but  never  a 
hopeless  struggle,  it  is  nearing  the  end. 
The  time  is  nigh  at  hand  when  labor  is 
going  to  rule  regardless  of  the  many 
millions  that  have  been  laid  away  to 
fight  the  labor  question.  Just  as  sure  as 
Ood  has  seen  fit  to  choose  us,  the  weak- 
er, to  put  down  this  power,  just  as  sure 
as  the  cries  of  the  laborer  have  entered 
into  the  ears  of  the  Lord,  just  that  sure 
we  are  going  to  rule. 

Now,  boys,  here  is  where  we  go  back 
and  see  if  history  repeaU  iUelf.  In  the 
year  1676,  just  one  hundred  years  before 
the  American  Revolution,  we  find  in  the 
State  of  Virginia  a  man  by  the  name  of 
William  Berkley,  who  at  that  time  was 
Governor  of  the  State.  This  man  re^ 
fused  to  protect  his  people  from  the 
cruel  and  savage  tribes  of  Indians.  Why 
did  he  refuse  to  send  his  troops  against 
those  savages?  It  was  because  the  Gov- 
ernor was  making  a  great  deal  of  money 
out  of  the  trade  with  these  Indians  and 
if  troops  were  sent  against  them  the 
trade  would  be  stopped;  but  when  many 
hundreds  of  people  on  the  frontier  had 
been  put  to  death,  three  hundred  men 
formed  themselves  into  a  company  to 
banish  the  Indians,  but  when  the  Gov- 
ernor heard  this,  he  said  ''No!"  and 
would  not  allow  anyone  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  troops  or  let  them  go  against 
the  savages.  Did  these  people  give  up 
and  go  back  home  and  let  the  Indians 
take  their  scalps  in  order  to  make  a  few 


dollars  for  this  man?  I  will  say  they 
did  not  There  was  a  brilliant  young 
man  by  the  name  of  Nathaniel  Bacon. 
He  knew  he  might  be  put  to  death  if  he 
disobeyed  orders,  but  he  could  not  re- 
fuse the  poor  men  who  had  been  driven 
from  their  homes,  so  off  he  went  at  tlieir 
head  to  the  Indian  towns,  where  many 
savages  were  killed.  When  he  retained 
from  the  Indian  country  the  Governor 
called  out  the  militia  which  soon  learned 
that  instead  of  taking  them  to  flglit  die 
Indians  they  were  to  be  sent  against 
Bacon,  so  they  abandoned  the  army  and 
went  home.  The  Governor  was  forced 
to  flee  for  safety  and  went  to  the  east- 
em  shores  of  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the 
government  fell  into  the  hands  of  Gen- 
eral Bacon. 

Tou  may  all  ask.  What  has  become 
of  all  the  Bacons?  I  wiU  say  we  have 
a  Bacon  for  every  Berkley.  It  Is  tme 
that  the  Bacons  of  today  are  carrying 
on  a  different  warfare  to  that  of  1676. 

In  the  class  of  war  of  today  the  pri- 
vate soldiers  are  left  at  home  with  their 
wives  and  babes.  They  are  not  carried 
out  in  the  midst  of  the  battle  to  be  shot 
down.  No,  my  dear  brethren,  our  grand 
and  noble  general  values  your  life  too 
highly  to  think  of  such  a  thing.  AH 
he  is  asking  of  us  is  to  organize  into 
one  great  body  so  as  to  educate  ourselTei 
to  be  ready  to  act  at  a  moment's  nam- 
ing. When  we  do  this,  the  victory  wlD 
be  ours. 

I  want  to  make  one  more  request  of 
every  man  who  may  read  this,  and  that 
is,  in  our  next  election  of  1912,  train 
your  guns  on  the  enemy  and  fi^t  f6r 
your  rights  as  union  men.  Hy  heart 
beats  with  joy  to  read  the  letters  written 
by  the  good  sisters  of  our  craft  I  would 
like  to  write  a  word  of  praise,  bnt  I 
know  no  word  or  words  in  the  Eki^isli 
language  that  would  explain  to  them 
how  their  help  is  appreciated.  All  I  can 
say  is,  when  I  read  one  of  your  letten 
my  memory  rushes  back  to  that  memoit- 
ble  battle,  the  Battle  of  Monmoath. 
It  was  in  this  battle  that  Mollie  Pitcher, 
wife  of  an  artilleryman,  distingulsM 
herself  by  taking  her  husband's  place 
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when  he  was  killed  and  contlnaed  to 
load  and  fire  his  cannon  until  the  fight 
was  over.  As  a  reward  for  her  brayery. 
General  Washington  made'  her  sergeant 
and  Congress  gave  her  half  pay  for  life. 
Kind  sisters,  prepare  yourselves  for  the 
unexpected,  and  in  case  your  kind  and 
loTlns  husband  is  taken  away  from  you 
be  brave  and  sincere  In  your  work  and 
take  his  place  and  continue  to  fire  his 
gnh  until  the  battle  is  over  and  as  a  re- 
ward God  will  give  you  eternal  life. 

Now,  brothers,  I  want  to  speak  to  you 
of  brotherly  love.  N'ever  be  harsh  with 
your  fellow  men.  Do  not  be  cold-hearted 
because  he  is  not  a  member.  Go  to  him 
and  sympathize  with  him  in  his  troubles, 
always  using  kind  words,  and  by  so  do- 
ing you  will  create  a  frendship  which 
will  sooner  or  later  lead  him  your  way. 
I  will  try  to  explain  what  I  mean  by 
giving  you  a  piece  of  poetry  composed 
by  an  old-time  section  foreman  (O.  D. 
White): 

Wh«neTer  you  attempt  to  ffaugre  a  fellow-man 

To  see  if  he  la  up  to  the  standard  gauge. 
Don't  use  your  own   looking-glass  to   gauge  by 

As    Is   often   done    in    this   progressive   age. 
Ifkn   is  mortal,  and  as  such   inclined  to  err; 

Tolerate    his    faults    whenever    you    can. 
Encoruage    all  their  virtues,   either  him  or  her. 

Encouragement   is   the   greatest   tonic   known 
to  man. 

Always  use  procrastination  before  you  Judge  a 
man. 
So  you  never  have  that  judgment  to  reverse. 
For    many   a   noble   man    has    done   a   deed    in 
hast« 
That  made  his  life  in  after  years  a  curse. 
Use    others'     thoughts,     they    will    often     help 
your  own; 
Don't   think   bad   of   everything   you   see. 
It's  better  for  to  lift  up  than  to  trample  down. 
Fate  may  have  occasion  to  lift  up  you  and 
ma. 

Pity  others^  for  e'en  you  may  need  some  pity, 
too. 
For  necessity  Is  a  brother  to   temptation. 
R«member    that    to    Judge    we    should    impar- 
tial be. 
And   very    few    are   fitted    for   that   situation. 
And  our  own  morals  may  need  a  patch  or  two 
Before  they  are  prepared  to  pass  inspection. 
Many  years   must   pass   o'er   the   heads  of  you 
and  I 
Before   they  can   write   on   our   epitaph.   Per- 
fection. 

Now,  brothers,  I  am  going  to  suggest 
that  we  vote  on  an  assessment  of  |1.00 
each.  The  fund  raised  by  such  assess- 
ment  to  be  used  in  furnishing  all  non- 
members  with  our  Advocate  and  such 
literature  as  our  Grand  Lodge  ofDcers 
deem  necessary.  I  think  it  very  essen- 
tial that  our  Grand  Lodge  officers,  in 
laying  out  their  work    for    organizers. 


should  furnish  such  districts  with  some 
good  literature  about  six  months  ahead 
of  thb  organizer  and  by  so  doing  it  will 
will  help  to  educate  the  non-members, 
and  by  the  time  the  organizer  gets 
around  they  will  have  talked  this  matter 
over  among  themselves  and  be  asking 
the  Grand  Lodge  to  send  an  organizer, 
a&  aU  the  boys  down  there  are  anxious 
to  Join  the  Brotherhood.  By  doing  this 
it  will  shorten  the  work  of  the  men  in 
the  field  and  I  think  it  will  help  to  soften 
the  old  petrified  heads  of  the  few  "nons" 
on  roads  we  have  already  organized. 

V/ith  regards  to  all,  and  hoping  the 
good  work  will  continue,  I  will  close  this 
letter  with  a  prayer: 

0  Thou  who  art  the  life  and  light  of 
this  wonderful  world,  which  is  our  home, 
we  would  open  our  hearts  to  the  quick- 
ening power  of  Thy  life  and  the  infiow- 
ing  of  the  light  that  comes  from  Thee. 
Attune  our  spirit.  Heavenly  Father,  to 
the  mood  of  humble  and  grateful  prayer. 
Fill  us  with  the  spirit  of  love  as  children 
who  have  gladness  in  a  father's  or  moth- 
er's love.  May  we  delight  in  a  commu- 
nion with  our  God.  Without  Thee,  O 
Father,  we  are  altogether  helpless,  tossed 
to  and  fro  by  every  wink  of  passion  or 
desire.  Only  in  Thee  have  we  peace 
and  strength.  Dwell  Thou  within  our 
souls  that  we  may  be  pure  and  true, 
gentle  loving,  strong,  living  for  the 
things  Thou  lovest,  contending  steadfast- 
ly against  the  evil  in  ourselves  and  in 
the  world,  caring  more  for  righteousness 
than  our  own  comfort,  forgiving  as  we 
hope  to  be  forgiven,  following  always  In 
the  steps  of  Jesus  Christ     Amen. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

Bio  Foot  Johit. 

•  Oe 

Maysvillc,  N.  C. 

1  have  never  written  a  letter  to  the 
Advocate,  but  will  scratch  off  Just  a  few 
lines  and  ask  the  editor  to  line  them 
up  the  best  he  can. 

Well,  I  have  ten  miles  of  track  to  keep 
up  with  only  three  men,  but  they  are 
good  colored  men.  I  have  just  finished 
cutting  my  old  cane  grass  a^d  it  was  a 
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bad  Job,  too.  I  am  section  foreman  on 
the  First  Division  of  the  A.  C.  L.  I  Uke 
to  work  for  this  company,  for  we  hare 
a  good  roadmaster  oyer  here. 

I  like  to  read  the  letters  from  the  boys 
on  varions  roads  and  to  see  the  interest 
they  are  taking  in  the  Brotherhood.  I 
guess  the  organizers  are  about  over  the 
A.  C.  L.  System.  I  hope  so,  at  least, 
for  I  am  wanting  to  hear  something  about 
a  contract,  for  here  we  are  on  a  branch 
road  getting  only  |47.00  per  month  and 
the  main  line  |52.00.  Since  1906  our 
wages  have  increased  11%  per  cent  and 
the  cost  of  living  33 1-3  per  cent  It  looks 
like  it  is  time  we  were  getting  another 
increase  in  pay,  so,  boys,  keep  a  paid- 
up  working  card  in  your  pocket  and  let 
us  keep  the  good  work  going. 

I  will  ring  off  for  this  time  and  if  this 
appears  in  print  I  will  try  again. 
Fraternally  yours, 

Cebtiticate  No.  A-31239. 
•  <y^ 

Chester,  N.  S. 

Hello,  brothers  of  the  H.  A  S.  W.I 
Wake  up  and  look  alive.  It  is  time  now 
to  take  notice  \>f  things;  as  it  we  have 
been  a  little  sleepy.  Boys,  take  a  bigger 
interest  in  the  order,  since  we  have  a 
start,  and  do  not  let  it  go  down.  Tou 
all  know  where  we  stood  before  this 
road  was  organized,  but,  thanks  to  the 
Brotherhood,  we  have  been  climbing  ever 
since — slow,  but  sure,  nevertheless. 

It  makes  me  sad  to  think  that  some 
of  our  brothers  have  dropped  out.  Keep 
up  with  your  dues  and  do  everything  in 
your  power  to  help  the  good  work  along. 
Remember  that  in  union  there  is  strength 
— so  you  should  all  keep  your  dues  paid 
up  like  men.  Come  to  the  front  with  a 
smile  on  your  face,  and  say,  "We  will  go 
ahead";  for  you  know  nothing  can  pros- 
per standing  still. 

I  wonder  where  our  journal  agent  is. 
It  is  time  he  got  his  pencil  sharpened, 
I  think.  Now,  b^ys,  when  the  time  rolls 
around  to  pay  your  dues  for  the  next 
half  of  the  year,  dig  down  into  your 
pockets  and  shell  out  with  a  grin,  for 
there  is  nothing  that  makes  a  man  hap* 


pier  than  to  know  he  has  d<me  some  good 
— and  that  is  snrely  doing  good  tm  fhe 
order  and  for  ourselves. 
I  guess  I  will  ring  off  for  this  time. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  ib  U., 

Cebtficatv  Na  A-18024. 

•  o» 

Buechler,  Ky. 

Well,  as  I  have  only  seen  two  letters 
from  the  boys  on  the  Louisiana  DItI- 
sion,  I  thought  I  would  try  to  write  t 
few  lines. 

Lodge  No.  204  held  its  regular  meeting 
Saturday  night,  Sept.  23rd,  with  atxmt 
30  members  present,  and  after  the  meet- 
ing we  had  an  oyster  supper,  which  I 
am   sure  everyone  enjoyed. 

There  are  some  of  the  brothers  who 
have  belonged  to  the  order  for  nearly  a 
year,  but  have  never  seen  the  lodge 
room.  Now,  brothers,  do  not  get  olfend- 
ed,  but  come  to  .our  meetings  and  find 
out  what  is  going  on  and  see  how  yoa 
are  standing  and  help  make  the  order 
a  success  and  by  so  doing  we  can  h^ 
one  another. 

I  would  like  to  see  some  letters  from 
the  boys  on  this  division.  Well,  as  this 
is  my  first  attempt,  I  will  close,  and  if 
the  editor  will  line  it  for  me  I  wUl  come 
again.    Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

Jas.  Watsoh. 

•  cy 

Jarrolds  Valley,  W.  Va. 

I  have  been  reading  so  many  good 
letters  in  the  Advocate,  and  now  take 
pleasure  in  writing  one  myself. 

I  am  a  section  man  on  the  C.  A  0. 
I  have  been  working  on  the  tracks  for 
five  months  and  like  it  very  much.  I 
have  a  brother  who  is  a  member  of  the 
Brotherhood  and  I  think  I  will  join  tlie 
order.  I  live  on  a  fkrm.  My  brother 
owns  200  acres  of  land  and  we  own  about 
23  head  of  cattle  and  two  horses.  I  like 
railroading  better  than  farming.  I  go 
working  for  J.  W.  Reed.  My  brother  ii 
working  ten  men  and  we  are  getting 
11.50  per  day.  Mr.  W.  L.  Bennett  i» 
supervisor  and  is  liked  by  all  section 
foremen.    I  think  I  wiU  go  torschool  \ 
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winter.    I  am  18  years  of  age  and  have 
eight  brothers.     I  like  this  place  very 
much. 
Hoping  to  see  this  in  print,  I  remain. 
Tours  respectfully, 

Cabi.  Rebd. 
Note. — Mr.  Reed,  you  cannot  do  better 
than  to  file  your  application  for  mem- 
bership forthwith  in  the  Brotherhood. — 
Editor. 

•  o» 

Newton  Junction,  N.  H. 

Among  the  many  section  foremen  who 
have  served  long  and  honorably  should 
be  mentioned  Mr.  Lewis  Morrill  of  Mer- 
rimac,  Mass.,  at  the  present  third  fore- 
man of  the  Merrimac  Branch  section  of 
the  Portland  Division  of  the  Boston  ft 
Maine  Railway.  He  was  bom  in  North 
Berwick,  Maine,  June  10,  1841.  His  youth- 
ful days  were  spent  with  his  parents  on 
a  farm  in  Berwick,  Maine,  whither  the 
family  had  moved  and  where  he  attended 
school.  Leaving  home,  he  resided  for  a 
time  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  engaged  in  shoe- 
making.  For  fifty  years  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  railroad  work  and  for  thirty- 
five  years  of  that  time  was  foreman  of 
contstructlon  gangs.  While  connected 
with  the  Boston  it  Maine  he  constructed 
the  Worcester,  Nashua  it  Portland  road 
and  graded  and  laid  the  first  horsecar  line 
built  in  Portland.  In  May,  1880,  he  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  it 
H.  Railroad,  continuing  with  them  sev- 
enteen years.  His  work  embraced  the 
building  of  the  second  track  from  Black- 
stone  to  Uxbridge  and'  the  larger  part 
of  the  construction  work  of  the  second 
track  between  Ware  Junction  and  New 
Bedford.  During  his  term  of  service  with 
the  Boston  it  Maine  he  narrowly  escaped 
death,  being  crushed  between  the  train 
and  car  on  a  siding  which  was  not  "in 
to  clear."  So  serious  was  the  injury  he 
remained  in  the  hospital  a  long  time  and 
was  unable  to  work  for  two  years  and 
seven  months. 

June  10th,  1861,  Mr.  Morrill  was  mar- 
ried at  Farmington,  N.  H.,  to  Marcia 
Priscilla  Smith  of  Moultonboro,  N.  H., 
the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev. 


Roger  M.  Sargent  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  Eleven  children  have  blessed 
their  union,  of  which  number  only  five 
survive.  There  are  sixteen  grandchildren 
and  nine  great-grandchildren.  June  10th 
of  the  present  year  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mor- 
rill celebrated  their  golden  wedding  an- 
niversary and  Mr.  Morrill's  70th  birth- 
day. A  large  number  of  guests  were 
entertained  in  the  afternoon  and  even- 
ing and  the  marriage  ceremony  was  re- 
peated by  Rev.  W.  L.  Smith  of  the  Mer- 
rimac Baptist  Church.  Many  beautiful 
presents  were  received  and  dainty  re- 
freshments were  served. 

Mr.  Morrill  is  a  member  of  Howard 
Lodge,  If.  of  P.,  of  East  Providence; 
Old  Colony  Relief  Association,  and  Past 
President  of  L  B.  M.  of  W.  E.  A  brother, 
Ephriam  Morrill,  was  formerly  roadmas- 
ter  of  the  Manchester  it  Lawrence  Rail- 
road and  is  now  attached  to  the  oper- 
ating department  of  the  Portland  Divi- 
sion of  the  Boston  it  Maine;  and  another 
brother  filled  a  like  position  with  the 
Worcester,  Nashua  it  Portland  road.  Be- 
sides his  efBcient  railroad  work  Mr.  Mor- 
rill is  widely  known  as  an  expert  maker 
of  burnt  hickory  canes  and  hundreds  of 
lame  and  aged  men  are  using  canes  of 
his  manufacture,  for  none  of  which  has 
he  been  willing  to  accept  payment.  He 
is  also  a  great  lover  of  flowers  and  has 
gladdened  many  a  heart  by  gifts  of  bou- 
quets, especially  of  wild  flowers,  in  the 
arrangement  of  which  he  is  an  acknowl- 
edged artist 

John  Newman  Rowell. 

Braddock,  N.  D. 

For  the  flrst  time,  but  I  trust  not  the 
last  and  only  time,  I  will  try  to  write 
a  few  lines  to  the  dear  old  Advocate, 
which  I  have  been  reading  for  several 
months  and  enjoy  very  much. 

I  am  not  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood 
now,  but  hope  to  be  soon.  I  am  not  so 
green  that  I  cannot  see  that  the  order 
is  the  best  friend  the  trackmen  have. 
I  am  working  under  a  good  man  who 
belongs  to  the  organization  and  respects 
it  very  much.     I  am  working  on  the  M., 
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St.  P.  A  8.  8.  M.  Railway.  The  section 
I  work  on  has  60-pound  rails  and  is  nine 
miles  long,  but  has  only  three  cnnres 
in  it  I  am  twenty-five  years  old  and 
have  had  ten  months  of  track  work  and 
am  now  doing  relief  work.  I  hare  great 
hopes  for  tho  future  and  belleye  if  I 
stick  to  my  work  and  the  principles  of 
the  I.  B.  of  M.  W.  E.  success  will  be  my 
reward. 

Let  me  go  where'er  I  will. 

I    hear   a   sky-born   music   still. 

It  is  not   only  in  the  rose. 
It  is  not  only   In  a  bird. 

Not    only    where    the    rainbow    glows. 
Nor  in  the  song  of  woman   heard; 
But   in   the  darkest,   meanest   things. 
Where    always,    always    something   sings. 

I  will  close  for  this  time,  hoping  to 
see  my  letter  in  print 

With  best  wishes  to  the  Brotherhood,  I 
am.  Respectfully  yours, 

Jaicbs  Plago. 

Note.— Brother  Plagg,  since  writing 
aboTe  letter,  has  been  enrolled  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Lodge  No.  564. 

•  <y^ 

Anderson,  Tenn. 

I  thought  I  would  write  a  few  lines  if 
space  is  allowed.  I  surely  do  like  to 
read  the  good  letters  from  the  brothers 
and  hear  of  the  good  %ork  going  on. 

I  am  still  working  on  Grandpa's  road. 
They  are  doing  some  double-tracking  now 
Just  north  of  Chattanooga  and  are  put- 
ting on  lots  of  extra  gangs,  but  I  think 
they  will  have  to  raise  the  wages  be- 
fore they  can  get  enough  laborers  to 
handle  the  work.  I  was  second  on  one 
of  the  extra  gangs  when  Brother  P.  W. 
Kirkwood  came  around  and  I  Joined  the 
I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  B.  I  was  working 
under  one  of  Grandpa's  men  and  as  soon 
as  he  found  out  I  had  Joined  the  order 
he  rolled  me  down.  I  hope  the  time  will 
come — and  I  will  be  glad  when  it  does — 
when  I  can  turn  him  down. 

I  expect  to  keep  my  dues  paid  up  in 
this  order,  for  I  know  it  is  a  good  one, 
and  the  only  one  for  the  poor  hard-work- 
ing men;  and,  brothers,  if  you  were  all 
like  me,  I  am  sure  Grandpa's  road  would 
have  to  come  across  with  more  money 
lind  better  times,  so  let  all  of  us  see 


how  many  new  members  we  can  get  to 
Join  the  order.  The  more  we  haTe  the 
better  and  stronger  the  order  will  be; 
If  there  is  any  road  in  the  country  that 
needs  organization  it  is  the  N.,  a  ft  St 
L.,  and  as  long  as  we  play  shut-montb 
and  say  nothing  about  our  wages  it  will 
go  on  in  Just  the  same  old  way. 

If  there  is  anything  in  this  world  that 
I  hate  it  is  a  scab,  for  he  is  worse  than 
an  infidel.  The  Bible  says,  ''A  man  wbo 
will  not  provide  for  his  own  f^Unlly  is 
worse  than  an  infidel,"  and  if  a  scab 
tries  to  provide  for  his  family  he  most 
do  it  in  the  dark  when  all  honest  people 
are  asleep. 

I  will  ring  off  for  this  time  by  wish- 
ing the  editor  good  luck  in  trying  to 
make  out  what  I  have  been  trying  to  say. 
I  wish  the  I.  B.  of  Bl  of  W.  E.  mudi 
success,  and  remain.  Tours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 
R.  L.  Gabnib. 

eOe 

Bowling  Green,  Fla. 

I  am  very  much  Interested  and  deeply 
impressed  with  the  Letters  In  the  Advo- 
cate and  desire  to  write  one,  not  that  I 
feel  especially  qualified  for  this  capacity, 
but  I  do  think  it  Is  our  duty  to  take  a 
more  active  interest  than  we  A.  C.  L. 
railway  section  foremen  have  manifested 
heretofore  in  the  Brotherhood  Order  and 
its  high  Intended  traits  of  character. 

I  am  going  to  say-to  you,  brothers.  Just 
as  though  you  were  not  already  aware, 
that  the  conditions  of  a  railroad  life  is 
rapidly  becoming  seriously  alarming  and 
the  cause  of  thie  very  unpleasant  state 
of  affairs  Is  poor  pay.  At  the  present 
scale  of  wages  we  cannot  possibly  secure 
Bufllclent  labor  to  maintain  our  tracte 
or  keep  them  up  to  the  general  standard. 
We  are  obliged  to  work  the  very  poorest 
class  of  labor,  which  makes  each  day^ 
work  a  burden  to  us  Instead  of  a  pleas- 
ure. Now,  brothers,  if  we  can  all  get 
together  In  a  brotherhood  line,  we  can 
demand  such  wages  as  will  enable  w 
to  get  labor  as  required  to  maintain  ov 
track  up  to  a  standard  condition,  making 
our  employment  more  pleasant,  enabling 
our  posIt|on9    to    d^mitn^   cpns}deraWy 
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more  wagee.  I  am  not  an  advocate  of 
our  section  foreman  neglecting  his  duty 
because  of  poor  pay,  and  I  would  sug- 
gest tbat  we  all  put  forth  our  undivided 
energy  and  time  to  the  interest  of  our 
position,  for  we  undoubtedly  have  to 
carry  the  gravest  responsibility.  Not 
only  are  we  subject  to  the  loss  of  our 
position  with  the  railway  company,  but 
should  we  neglect  our  duty  and  a  dis- 
aster occur,  we  leave  ourselves  liable  to 
a  legal  prosecution  under  the  laws  of  our 
state.  My  dear  brothers,  think  of  this 
awful  state  to  be  in;  think  of  our  little 
allowance  of  |53  per  month  and  the  la- 
bor we  are  able  to  obtain  for  |1.10  per 
day,  for  after  paying  our  grocery  bills 
and  other  expenses  there  is  nothing  left 
for  pleasure  and  there  is  absolutely  noth- 
ing left  to  lay  aside.  Now,  brothers,  are 
we  going  to  remain  a  body  of  men  with 
our  hands  tied  behind  us  and  say  we 
are  satisfied  with  whatever  our  railroad 
officials  seem  pleased  to  pay?  Wake  up 
if  you  are  asleep,  break  the  fetters  that 
bind  you,  arm  yourself  with  a  clean,  up- 
to-date  working  card  that  we  may  come 
forth  to  our  Brotherhood  Order's  call 
and  boldly  say  that  we  are  the  price 
makers  of  our  labor  and  that  we  will 
stand  firm  and  honestly  contend  for  our 
rights.  I  remain  one  of  the  Brother- 
hood's well-wishers. 

L.  T.  Johnson. 
•  o« 

Carleton  Place,  Ont 

As  1  have  seen  no  letters  for  some 
time  from  the  boys  on  this  part  of  the 
C.  P.  Railway  System,  I  thought  I  would 
write  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  that 
Lodge  No.  222  is  still  touring  ahead. 
Although  our  membership  is  not  high 
enough  to  show  in  the  Advocate  ther- 
mometer, our  zeal  was  strong  enough  to 
show  in  the  political  thermometer  on  the 
21st  of  September  last,  when  the  C.  P. 
boys  stood  loyal  to  the  company,  and 
marked  their  ballots  for  the  men  who 
will  be  instrumental  in  keeping  the 
freight  traffic  of  our  country  for  the  rail- 
roads that  were  the  means  of  opening  up 
and  developing  this  fair  domain  of  ours. 


I  am  proud  to  see  so  many  of  the  C.  P. 
boys  who  are  endowed  with  bulldog 
pluck,  "hold  what  we  have,"  and  did  not 
grab  at  the  shadow  and  lose  the  sub- 
stance, as  some  of  our  advisers  would 
have  had  ua  do.  Since  our  last  sched- 
ule was  signed  nearly  everything  has  got 
back  into  line  again,  and  although  there 
may  be  a  few  kinks  to  be  straightenea 
out  and  a  few  low  spots  to  be  raised,  we 
hope  to  get  fixed  up  in  the  near  future, 
as  we  have  a  new  government  and  a  pros- 
perous country,  and  working  for  a  com- 
pany that  is  yearly  increasing  in  its 
earnings  and  everything  looking  bright 
for  the  future.  I  remain,  as  ever. 
Tours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

J.  P.  Steels. 
•  o^ 

Elmira  Lodge  No.  83. 

Dear  Brothers  of  the  Lodge  of  Anthra- 
cite: 

There  was  a  time  when  our  cause 
looked  bright  and  we  thought  you  were 
men  who  would  fight  for  their  rights, 
and  now  that  the  cause  is  lost  there  is 
none  to  blame  but  the  man  called 
•'Boss." 

I  wish  to  thank  the  laborers  of  the 
D.  L.  ft  W.  for  their  fidelity  to  the 
cause,  the  Grand  Lodge,  President  Lowe, 
and  Vice-Presidents  Vurpla  and  Powers, 
who  did  all  in  their  power  to  win,  but 
the  foremeii  from  Owego  to  Buffalo  were 
stricken  with  that  dreaded  yellow  disease 
which  baftles  all  medical  science  and  will 
make  a  coward  of  a  man  until  he  will 
do  as  Judas  and  Arnold  did.  All  fore- 
men from  Owego  to  Buffalo,  I  wish  to 
thank  very  much  for  the  manner  in 
which  you  conducted  yourselves  during 
the  recent  strike  of  the  D.  L.  ft  W.  The 
manner  in  which  you  stood  by  your  com- 
mittee after  giving  them  instructions  to 
dig  after  the  company.  You  did  stand 
by  them,  but  not  to  a  finish,  and  I  think 
it  a  shame  for  some  of  you  young,  able- 
bodied  men  who  carry  the  mark  that 
Judas  and  Arnold  carries  in  the  other 
world  for  their  infidelity  to  their  fel- 
low workman,  as  well  as  to  the  cause. 
The  committee  also  wishes  to  thank  all 
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foremen  from  Owego  to  Buffalo  for  their 
staying  qualities  and  the  method  they 
have  of  standing  by  their  committee,  but 
It  is  well  to  know  what  kind  of  men 
there  are  on  the  road.  If  you  ever  have 
another  war  with  the  company,  just 
think  of  the  four  generals  who  led  you 
in  the  field,  and  your  retreat  to  camp, 
not  filled  with  raw  recruits,  but  filled 
with  your  own  selves. 

In  the  future  I  would  advise  that  it 
is  not  good  policy  to  be  ducking  small 
missies  and  the  largest  they  shot  should 
not  stagger  one  man.  So  you  can  see 
the  old  rule  is  true,  "A  faint  heart  never 
won  a  fair  maiden."  It  was  a  weak  heart 
as  well  as  mind  that  lost  the  grand 
cause  for  you.  While  reading  this.  Just 
think  how  deeply  we  regretted  to  see 
the  cause  lost  when  so  nearly  won,  but 
we  wish  to  inform  you  all  that  we  have 
our  strength  and  brains  left,  and  this  is 
a  big  world,  and  we  think  there  is  a 
chance  for  us  yet,  and  extend  our  best 
wishes  to  you  over-paid  foremeti.  I  know 
the  cofpany  is  cute  enough  to  adjust 
your  working  conditioj^  and  financial 
afTairs  in  such  a  manner  that  you  will 
have  to  be  satisfied  or  you  can  hunt  a 
new  job.  We  once  held  a  position  and 
we  appreciated  it.  We  worked  for  the 
company's  interest  as  well  as  our  own. 
We  kept  things  in  a  safe  and  neat  con- 
dition when  on  duty,  and  we  wish  the 
company  luck,  which  we  need  not  wish 
you,  for  men  who  have  done  what  you 
did  will  always  have  luck| 

Succes  and  best  wishes  to  all  mem- 
bers of  Grand  Lodp:e. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Journal  Aobnt. 
><)• 

Sherwood,  Tcnn, 

In  this  world  we  have  nothing;  man 
is  bom  of  woman.  He  is  here  but  a  few 
days,  and  is  full  of  trouble,  so  it  is  not 
worth  while  to  stand  back,  but  get  in  the 
front  rank  so  we  can  furnish  our  wives 
and  families  with  what  they  actually 
need;  have  a  better  time  and  each  one 
get  his  rights.  Let  us  be  like  boys  and 
come  together.    Boys  will  be  boys.  When 


a  new  family  moves  next  door,  the  boys 
will  climb  over  the  fence  and  get  ac- 
quainted and  will  ask,  "What  is  yoor 
namer*  "Vone  of  your  business."  "Yob 
are  sassy."  "So  are  you."  "Say,  I  got 
a  dog."  "Well,  I  got  a  goat"  And  to 
five  minutes  they  are  good  friends.  So 
let  U8  be  like  boys;  get  together,  be 
friends  and  help  each  other. 
Yours  truly, 

O.    J.    ASHUT. 

•  o^ 

TUB  CALUNO  OF  A  TRACKMAN. 

What  ar«  they  worth  to  God  or  to  maa. 
Show  me  some  purpose  for  them  if  joa  eu. 
Their  work  is  a  trade,  hard-earned  as  70s  lam 
But  people  are  living    where  no  railroads  go; 

Yes,  surely  they  are  as  all  can  afTM, 
But  what  some  call  llvioc  Is  not  llrlBc  to  b& 
I  like  to  set  news.  I  like  to  see  friends 
And  once  every  month  I  like  to  meet  osda 

Where  bear  used  to  roam  Is  now  trsTsrwd  bj 

train. 
Instead  of  dense  forest^  is  srowlns  in  grsla. 
We  are  trying  to  reach  It  by  land  and  by  ms 
And  keeping  up  a  section  has  been  slottsd  n 

me. 

I  fill  my  position  as  best  I  can. 

Beinff   lo3ral   to   the   company,    to  God  aid  ti 

man. 
If  I  am  successful,  no  praise  is  due  me. 
For  Ood    save   me  my   knowledge  and  caoied 

me  to  see. 

May  Ood  ever  bless  me  and  keep  me  arlfht 
That    I   may  shun  darkness  and   walk  In  the 

Usht. 
In  whatever  calling  fate  offers  to  (ire 
That  I  may  prove  worthy  with  Jesos  to  Un> 

You  can   see   where   I  stand  and  what  is  nv 

aim 
To    make    better    the    land,    will    yoo  do  tbi 

samet 
If    not.    you    should    never    the    questiOD  pco* 

pound, 
The  worth  of  another  while  yours  is  not  feosi 

I  work  for  my  livins,  my  wife  and  my  bor. 
I  try  to  be  careful  and  no  one  annoy. 
But  should  I  ever  throush  weakness  treat  aar* 

one   wrons. 
Dear  brothers  forgive  me  and  help  me  alosg. 
—J.   B.   LAYNB. 

Lodse  No.  ca,  Mima.  Vl*- 


-»0^». 


Georgetown,  Ga. 

If  you  will  allow  me  enough  space  in 
your  Journal,  I  wUl  tell  you  of  my  rail- 
road life,  as  it  was  a  rough  one.  I  eon- 
menced  and  worked  with  the  shovd  for 
four  years.  February  1,  1880,  I  was  made 
foreman  in  eharge  of  a  section  at  Cuth- 
bert,  Ga.  I  remained  there  eight  months 
and  Uiirteen  days.  I  was  then  trans- 
ferred to  Georgetown,  where  I  am  now 
serving  as  foreman,  having  been  berc 
thirty-one  years.    When  I  commenced  oi> 
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the  railroad.  It  was  stringer  tracks.  A 
6x9 — ^24-foot  piece  of  wood  put  down  and 
pined  to  each  cross-tie,  of  which  there 
were  eight  under  each  stringer,  and  we 
had  a  three-inch  rail  on  that  piece  of 
timber.  The  first  two  years  my  work  con- 
sisted of  pumping,  cutting  and  patching 
rails.  We  then  had  a  three-inch  fish  bar 
rail  on  the  6x9  piece  of  timber  30  feet 
long.  That  run  for  about  eighteen 
months,  and  was  taken  up  and  track  was 
put  down  on  the  ties,  using  a  56-pound 
Scranton  rail,  which  proved  to  be  too 
light  after  using  about  ten  years,  or  un- 
til 1896.  A  65-pound  rail  was  then  put 
down  in  place  of  the  56-pound  one,  which 
has  been  used  ever  since  then,  but  the 
65-pound  rail  is  now  too  light  for  the 
tonnage  that  is  carried  over  it.  I  under- 
stand our  officials  are  talking  of  putting 
down  a  100-pound  rail  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 

When  I  first  took  hold  of  this  section, 
it  was  all  in  pieces,  loaded  with  timber 
and  rail.  If  I  am  permitted  to  stay  here 
two  more  days  I  will  be  on  this  section 
thirty-one  years,  and  I  am  told  by  the 
runners  that  I  have  the  best  section  of 
track  in  a  run  of  222  miles,  from  Macon, 
Ga.,  to  Montgomery,  Ala.  I  have  tim- 
bered and  surfaced  5H  miles  of  track 
since  the  15th  day  of  March  last,  with 
an  allowance  of  four  men  to  do  the  work. 
This  is  Just  a  running  sketch  of  my  rail- 
road life.  I  have  left  out  wrecks  and 
going  to  wrecks,  and  various  other  things 
that  have  happened  on  this  one  section 
of  track,  so  good-bye  until  my  next. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 

J.  P.  Chamblbss. 
•  o» 

Manchester  (Ga.)  Lodge  No.  21. 

As  our  Journal  Agent  has  failed  to 
write  to  the  Advooatb  for  some  time,  I 
win  try  my  hand,  so  the  boys  can  hear 
from  the  A.  B.  ft  A.  once  more. 

I  notice  some  of  the  roads  are  closing 
their  contracts  with  a  small  Increase  in 
pay.  Boys,  it  must  be  we  are  very 
cheap.  Conductors  on  this  road  are  re- 
ceiving $155  per  month;  flagmen,  |75  to 
190  per  month,  and  even  negro  porters. 


firemen  and  brakemen  are  receiving  from 
$50  to  |90  per  month,  and  they  only  work 
twenty  days  in  the  month;  their  respon- 
sibility starts  when  they  are  called  and 
ceases  at  the  end  of  their  trip.  It  is  a 
shame  and  a  disgrace  for  the  track  fore- 
men to  sell  their  labor  for  such  a  small 
amount  as.  they  are  doing,  and  their  re- 
sponsibility never  ceases.  Boys,  whaf 
are  you  thinking  of?  Are  you  asleep? 
Are  our  grand  officers  sleeping  over  their 
rights?  Why  should  we  still  settle  for 
3,  4  or  5  per  cent  when  other  employes 
are  being  raised  15  to  30  per  cent.  I 
repeat,  it  is  a  shame!  I  heard  a  road- 
master  say  a  few  days  ago:  "If  a  sec- 
tion foreman  was  a  trackman  he  was 
worth  175  per  month,  and  it  was  the 
foremen's  fault  that  they  were  not  receiv- 
ing 175  to  $100  per  month."  Wake  up, 
thou  that  sleepeth,  unite  and  stand  with 
your  right  foot  to  the  front,  every  man 
in  his  place  ready  to  fight  the  battle 
and  step  otrt  in  line  with  our  leaders  in 
front  ready  to  fight  for  our  rights. 

Say,  I  have  Just  missed  my  Advocate, 
and  have  raised  a  rough  house  to  find  it. 
so  you  can  readily  see  I  am  on  the  war- 
path and  ready  to  fight,  so  boys,  come 
get  ready  with  an  up-to-date  card  and 
show  the  world  we  are  not  as  cheap  as 
we  have  been. 

I  noticed  an  article  in  the  August  is- 
sue headed,  "For  Discussion."  Change 
of  dates  to  pay  dues.  I  see  no  reason 
for  changes  of  this  kind.  If  a  trackman 
can  stand  between  the  rails,  surface  and 
line  track  and  worry  with  free  negroes 
at  the  price  we  do  all  summer,  it  is  a . 
small  part  for  the  office  force  to  stay  in 
the  shade  and  work  up  the  clerical  part 

Trusting  that  I  have  not  borne  down 
too  hard  on  anyone,  but  all  I  have  said 
are  facts.  J.  B.  Ingram. 

Inasmuch  as  I  got  into  a  scrap  with 
my  last  letter,  I  will  try  to  write  again. 

In  olden  days  when  a  doctor  or  physi- 
cian was  called  to  see  a  patient,  the  way 
they  treated  the  patient  to  diagnose  his 
case  was  to  first  arouse  his  temper,  and 
by  so  doing  the  doctor  could  readily  lo- 
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cate  the  trouble,  although  I  trust  this 
was  not  the  case  in  this  instance. 

I  did  not  think  the  article  in  the  Au- 
gust issue  needed  much  comment;  there- 
fore, I  did  not  try  very  hard  to  keep  in 
line  with  it 

I  must  say  there  is  not  enough  track- 
men and  but  very  few  other  people  who 
realize  what  a  trackman  has  to  contend 
with  and  how  little  they  are  paid  for 
their  services,  and  what  little  they  are 
given  by  the  management  when  they  go 
up  for  a  new  contract  So  easy  to  sat- 
isfy, and  many  say  by  their  actions  we 
are  getting  more  than  we  deserve,  and 
I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  Men  who 
never  feed  the  cow  should  not  be  allowed 
to  use  any  of  the  milk. 

Hurrah  for  the  scrapper  im  the  Sep- 
tember issue!  I  would  like  to  shake  his 
glad  hands,  both  at  once.  If  every  track- 
man in  the  union  would  do  as  the  scrap- 
per writes,  the  trackman  would  be  paid 
for  his  services.  The  engineers,  conduc- 
tors, and  the  17,  18,  19,  20  and  21  year 
old  boys  with  not  a  speck  of  experience 
start  out  and  soon  are  drawing,  engi- 
neers, 1175  to  $200  and  over  per  month; 
conductors,  |100  to  $150 .  and  $200  per 
month;  and  the  little  boy  flagman,  |100 
to  $126  per  month.  Just  as  soon  as  he 
can  give  the  highball  signal,  he  is  a  flag- 
man and  drawing  double  the  money  the 
poor  old  trackman  gets.  No  wonder  so 
many  trackmen  feel  like  motherless  chil- 
dren when  they  go  home  and  look  around 
and  see  what  an  awful  condition  they 
are  in.  Everybody  looking  down  on  the 
old  Jerry,  even  the  old  negro  cussing  the 
old  Track  Jerry  to  his  back  (it  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  they  go  away  off  when 
they  do  this  about  the  Southern  boys); 
but  nevertheless  the  trackman  is  looked 
down  on  by  every  creed  and  by  outsiders, 
because  they  will  not  stand  up  for  their 
rights.  Boys,  the  flrst  thing  to  do  is  to 
do  our  work  well.  Serve  the  company 
we  work  for  Justly  and  honestly.  Be 
ever  ready  to  look  to  the  company's  in- 
terest and  show  them  we  are  men  of  abil- 
ity and  honor  and  not  afraid  to  do  our 
duty  for  ourselves,  but  ever  ready  to  do 
the  duty  required  by  the  company  and 


everything  will  come  out  all  right  on 
washday  when  we  can  wash  out  all  tht 
nons  and  get  our  lines  filled  up  with 
honest,  upright  and  intelligent  men,  wlio 
can  and  will  look  forward  to  the  con- 
pany's  interest  and  last,  but  not  lesst,  to 
our  own  interest.  J.  B.  Ingbam. 

•  o^ 

Athens  Lodge  No.  393. 

1  have  Just  finished  reading  the  Aan^ 
cxTB  for  October,  but  failed  to  see  any- 
thing from  the  a  A.  L.  I  have  noticed 
that  there  are  few  B.  and  B.  men  who 
write  for  the  Advocate,  and  that  there  is 
practically  nothing  in  the  Journal  regard- 
ing our  department  This  is  a  sad  state 
of  affairs,  but  it  is  true.  All  who  hare 
given  the  matter  any  thought  realin 
that  it  is  through  unionism  we  gain  and 
we  also  know  that  the  more  energy  ex- 
pended the  greater  will  be  ohr  returns, 
80  I  would  like  to  see  and  hear  more 
from  the  B.  and  B.  men.  There  has  been 
an  old  secret  ill-feeling  between  the  tnek 
foremen  and  the  B.  and  B.  foremen.  Tbtt 
may  not  be  the  case  in  other  sections  <rf 
the  country,  but  I  liave  noticed  it  on  ov 
Southern  roads  and  sincerely  lament  the 
fact.  I  have  noticed  in  a  few  instances 
that  this  feeling  was  so  strong  it  seemed 
to  prejudice  the  members  of  a  lodge  la 
electing  officers  and  delegates.  This  caa 
easily  be  remedied  and  will  not  exist  if 
all  members  will  fulfill  their  obligations. 
The  obligation  administered  to  all  candi- 
dates is  sacred  and  binding,  and  if  ve 
only  do  as  we  are  sworn  to  do,  we  will 
bury  this  old  feeling  and  get  down  to 
work  as  brothers.  I  believe  that  if  every 
member  would  give  this  matter  some  seri- 
ous thought  we  would  know  it  no  more. 

I  am  a  bridge  foreman,  but  can  con- 
scientiously say  that  I  have  worked  eqna^ 
ly  as  hard  for  brothers  in  other  depart- 
ments as  for  those  in  my  own.  If  ev^r 
brother  on  the  road  is  able  to  say  this, 
twelve  months  hence,  we  will  profit  there- 
by. I  pray  that  every  man  will  make  an 
effort  to  let  this  be  the  case.  This  is 
October  and  the  month  for  election  of  oO- 
cers.  Let  us  remember  that  all  offieoa 
are  Important,   but   more  especially  our 
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Joint  Protective  Board  and  particularly 
the   chairman    of   our   Joint    Protective 
Boardj  who  is  the  general  chairman  of 
the  system.    Upon  the  general  chairman 
rests  a  great  responsihiiity  and  he  should 
be  a  good  man;  a  man  of  education,  of 
nerve,  conservatism,  and  a  man  of  brain. 
He  should  have  the  eye  of  an  eagle  that 
he  may  be  ever  on  the  watch  to  seize  all 
things  for  our  good,  and  avoid  all  traps 
and  snares.    He  should  have  a  nerve  that 
he  will  unhesitatingly  rush  on  and  on 
for  our  good,  and  fight  until  death,  that 
which  will  injure  us.    Every  lodge  should 
exercise  the  greatest  care  in  appointing 
grievance  committees,  as  the  Joint  Pro- 
tective Board  is  composed  only  of  chair- 
men of  local  grievance  committees  and 
our  general  chairman  is  the  man  that 
some  lodge  puts  on  its  grievance  com- 
mittee.   The  sooner  we  get  our  local  mat- 
ters on  a  true  working  basis  the  sooner 
we  will  reap  a  harvest.    Too  much  is  left 
for  the  other  man  to  do.    We  are  all  liable 
to  think  ourselves  incompetent  to  handle 
our  own  business.     Of  course,  we  want 
our  brainy  and  deep-thinking  men  at  the 
front,  but  every  member  should  deputize 
himself    an    organizer    and    individually 
and   collectively    hound   the   nons   until 
there  are  no  nons  to  be  found.     Make 
our  lodges  places  of  serious  business  and 
they  will  he  more  interesting.    Compose 
our  committees  of  capable  men  who  know 
what  we  want,  why  we  want  it,  and  how 
to  get  it    Our  railroad  officials  know  our 
needs  as  well  as  we  do,  but  are  our  repre^ 
sentatives  capable  of  showing  them  that 
we  also  know  and  know  how  to  get  them, 
that  we  are  due  some  consideration  and 
must  be  considered? 

A  few  months  since  I  met  a  general 
chairman  who  was  then  on  his  way  to 
confer  with  his  officials  in  regard  to  a 
new  contract  and  I  happened  to  ask  him 
if  he  had  his  arguments  and  points  writ- 
ten up,  so  he  could  ever  be  ready  to  turn 
to  the  result  of  his  studies.  He  laughed 
at  the  idea  of  writing  notes,  said  he  knew 
what  he  wanted  and  there  was  no  arguing 
to  be  done.  He  returned  with  a  very 
small  crumb,  although  he  had  the  solid 
backing  of  the  men  on  his  road.     Let 


every  member  pause  and  ponder;  get 
right  himself,  make  his  lodge  right,  com- 
pose his  boards  right  and  then  we  will  be 
a  power.  We  are  not  paupers  or  dogs 
waiting  for  crumbs  from  the  tables  of  the 
rich,  but  we  are  men  working  and  earn- 
ing an  honest  living;  earning  what  we  re- 
ceive and  in  most  cases  receiving  what  we 
earn.  If  we  are  too  illiterate  and  igno- 
rant to  line  up  with  a  solid  front  and  sell 
our  labors  for  what  they  are  worth,  then 
we  are  not  capable  of  earning  even  that 
which  we  are  now  receiving. 

B.  R.  Todd. 
•  o* 

Carlsbad  Springs,  Ont. 

A  word  to  the  Grand  Trunk  boys,  of 
whom  the  majority  have  asked  me  to  drop 
them  a  line  to  give  them  information  aa 
to  how  I  am  getting  along. 

Well,  boys,  there  is  room  for  improve- 
ment, but  I  have  met  with  fair  success 
so  far,  and  at  present  I  am  home  with 
grip  and  thought  this  the  best  means 
of  letting  you  hear  from  me. 

I  see  in  the  Advocate  that  the  boys 
west  on  the  Ottawa  Division  are  doing 
a  little  to  assist  in  the  organizing  of 
their  system.  Good  for  you,  boys.  Keep 
the  good  cause  going  and  your  reward 
will  surely  be  what  it  has  been  on  other 
roads.  I  am  delighted  to  see  the  interest 
you  are  taking  in  your  welfare  and  am 
sure  of  your  assistance  and  co-operation. 

I  am  on  the  main  line  between  Mont- 
real and  Toronto  at  present,  and  let  me 
tell  you  there  is  something  doing,  "and 
doing  right."  Now,  dear  brothers,  there 
are  some  spots  in  the  Ottawa  Division 
that  are  weak  and  need  a  little  reviving, 
so  it  is  up  to  you  to  get  busy  and  help 
the  organizer  do  the  work.  Two  heads  are 
better  than  one.  There  are  some  who 
told  me  they  would  Join  later  if  they 
hear  from  me  and  I  would  ask  those  who 
read  this  letter  to  pass  it  on,  as  you  may 
be  a  neighbor  of  that  fellow  and  I  would 
like  to  see  the  Grand  Trunk  show  the  re- 
respect  that  is  due  you  and  if  you  work, 
all  of  you  together,  I  am  sure  the  time  is 
not  far  away  when  you  can  shake  hands 
with  our  brothers  in  the  engine  and  ca- 
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boose  and  have  the  respect  of  the  offlciaU 
on  your  road,  such  as  others  have. 

This  is  the  first  time  I  have  written 
for  publication,  and  I  have  a  few  other 
letters  to  answer,  so  will  now  ring  off, 
hoping  the  editor,  who  is  talented  in  B. 
and  B.  work  as  well  as  track  lining,  will 
straighten  a  few  of  these  bents  and  sur- 
face so  that  this  letter  will  reach  you 
with  the  heart  it  leaves  me. 

I  don't  see  any  letters  from  Brother 
George  Keays.  Come,  George,  old  boy, 
get  busy.  Your  letters  always  interest 
me.  I  hope  you  have  success  in  the 
making  of  your  new  districts,  and  trust 
the  boys  will  see  how  the  change  will 
facilitate  matters  for  them. 

My  address  is  Carlsbad  Springs,  Onta- 
rio, and  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from 
any  brother. 

Wishing  success  to  one  and  all,  I  re- 
main,   Yours  in  B.,  L.  and  U., 

Thomas  Gautheir. 
•  o* 
Nashville,  Tcnn. 

Well,  here  I  am,  as  I  said  I  would 
write  again.  I  am  10  years  old.  I  go 
to  school  every  day  and  am  in  the  fifth - 
grade.  I  am  having  a  fine  time  now. 
I  don't  see  any  letters  from  the  neigh- 
bor girls.  I  would  like  to  know  why 
they  do  not  write  letters  to  the  dear  old 
Advocate  and  tell  the  people  they  are 
still  living.  Papa  is  a  member  of  the 
lodge  and  thinks  it  a  grand  order.  Mam- 
ma is  not  a  member  of  the  Auxiliary. 
She  says  she  does  not  want  to  Join,  al- 
though papa  and  I  beg  her  to.  I  hope 
the  editor  will  correct  all  naistakes.  I 
will  close,  wishing  the  Brotherhood  and 
Auxiliary  much  success.    Yours  truly, 

Floy  Mat. 
•-(y 

Lindscy,  W.  Va. 

I  have  never  written  a  single  letter 
to  the  Aj>vocate,  as  I  am  not  a  good  scribe 
but  hope  you  can  make  this  out. 

My  brother  is  a  railroad  man  and  has 
been  working  on  the  N.  &  W.  Railway  on 
Poca  Division  for  about  ten  years.  He 
is   also   a  Brofcherhood    m«n   and   bplone^ 


to  Lodge  No.  31.  Ue  says  it  Is  a  fine 
order.  I  am  14  years  of  age  and  an 
going  to  school.  I  am  in  the  fifth  grade 
My  teacher's  name  Is  W.  J.  Boweb  and 
I  consider  him  a  good  teacher.  I  live 
in  the  country  about  twenty-flire  mites 
from  town«  I  would  like  rery  audi  to 
exchange  postcards  with  some  of  flie  boyi 
and  girls  who  write  to  the  AxfrncAn. 

As  thU  is  my  first  letter,  I  bJld  better 
close  before  it  is  too  long,  sad  if  I  see 
this  in  print  I  will  write  atfUfti 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  gnccfli^  I  re- 
main, Yours  tnily, 

LOERANDSKT    fUMBCt. 

90^ 

Winchester  Lodge   No.  330. 

As  I  have  seen  no  letters  la  tte  AimK 
CATE  for  quite  a  while  from  this  SiMxi, 
I  will  try  to  construct  a  few  Uses  tbis 
beautiful  day  and  to  say  to  lacf  fellow 
workmen,  be  a  man,  don't  be  m  ^fab,  for 
the  union  man  gets  the  cream  iC  tiloe  i& 
any  passing.  Where  there  ia  naimt  f(hen 
is  strength,  and,  brothers,  I  am  0mi  to  b( 
a  union  man.  .1  hope  everj^  flMOi  wIm 
works  for  the  railway  company  iriH  >rin 
and  help  support  the  craft  and  tte  eom- 
pany  will  be  glad  it  has  a  man  ciSihle  of 
carrying  on  business  in  a  bnrtBiMM  Itte 
way. 

I  know  of  some  who  will  not  Jobu'M 
I  believe  they  will  see  the  btSU  d  their 
way  soon  and  join  us  In  the  grant  work 
for  God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver. 

God  walks  with  His  people.  Bfi  valks 
with  knowledge,  heavenly  wtsdoA  and 
truth.  Inspiring  courage,  "filial  love  and 
brotherly  kindness;  showing  kindsesi  and 
charity  toward  His  enemies. 

I  had  a  very  nice  trip  down  Sovth  is 
the  Old  North  Carolina  State  «at  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  BrothefV  Qwiej 
and  Wheeler  of  Walnut  Cove. 

I  am  sending  a  picture  of  my  tfOlg.  I 
hope  you  will  be  able  to  show  it  te  the 
Advocate. 

I  hope  the  editor  will  rip  the  low  |i^ts 
and  level  the  curves  In  this  letter,  and  if 
I  see  it  in  print  I  will  write  again.  Tears 
in  B.,  U  and  U..  Jas,  M.  Tobx, 

Journal  Agent 
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Bridgewater  Lodge  No.  528. 

I  take  pleasure  in  writing  a  few  lines 
to  tlie  brothers,  for  I  know  they  are  look- 
ing for  a  letter,  and  as  it  is  my  duty  to 
write,  I  will  try  and  write  something  of 
interest 

Now,  brothers,  in  the  first  place,  how 
are  we  standing?  Have  you  all  been  in 
line  or  not?  If  not,  get  in  line  before  the 
cold  weather  starts,  for  you  all  know  that 
we  cannot  line  when  everything  is  too 
late,  so  come,  let  us  stand  by  each  other 
like  men  and  all  pull  one  way  and  you 
will  find  after  awhile  that  our  labor  has 
not  been  in  vain.  I  know  there  must  be 
some  brothers  who  do  not  care  to  help 
us,  but  where  would  we  be  today  if  it 
were  not  for  the  Brotherhood?  So  I  think 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  brother  to  help  one 
another  and  do  not  let  the  load  rest  too 
heavily  on  a  few,  but  get  down  and  say: 
"Yes,  boys,  we  will  see  you  through." 
Tou  know  we  cannot  complain  since  we 
started  the  Brotherhood.  We  did  all 
right  and  we  hope  in  the  near  future  to 
do  better.  We  cannot  always  get  Just 
what  we  would  like,  but  if  every  brother 
will  do  his  part  and  be  as  one,  some  day 
we  will  step  in  line  with  other  roads  and 
get  the  same  pay. 

As  I  am  a  poor  hand  to  write,  I  hope 
the  brothers  will  excuse  my  short  letter, 
but  perhaps  next  time  I  will  have  more  to 
say.    I  remain,    Yours  in  B.,  L.  and  U., 
M.  PuLLioovE,  Journal  Agent. 
•Ky 

Dante,  Va. 

I  have  looked  through  the  Advocate  and 
have  seen  letters  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Dante,  Va.  I  wonder  what  is 
the  matter  with  this  part  of  the  world. 
Why  can't  we  wake  up  and  let  others 
know  there  is  someone  living  on  the  C, 
C.  ft  O.? 

I  have  been  with  the  C,  C.  ft  O.  Rail- 
road Company  since  March  28,  1911.  We 
have  a  fine  roadmaster  to  work  for.  He 
came  from  Norfolk  ft  Western  to  the  C, 
C.  ft  O.  The  roadmaster's  clerk  is  also 
a  very  good  man.    I  have  fourteen  miles 


of  main  line  and  side  tracks  and  yards 
and  sixty-five  switches  to  look  after. 
When  I  go  over  that  territory  I  am  pret- 
ty tired  when  I  come  in  at  night  I 
would  like  to  do  more  for  our  superin- 
tendent and  roadmaster,  but  our  force  is 
very  light  on  this  section — three  or  four 
men— but  as  it  is  I  try  to  do  all  I  can 
for  our  officials.  We  have  a  nice  super- 
intendent, who  is  very  pleasant  and  a 
good  general  manager.  They  are  all  old 
N.  ft  W.  men.  I  worked  for  the  N.  ft  W. 
nineteen  years;  was  section  foreman  and 
on  extra  gangs.  The  3^rd  pays  $60  and 
the  section  pasrs  |58  per  month.  The  yard 
got  a  raise  of  |5  and  the  section  {3.  I 
hope  when  the  boys  go  to  the  meeting 
they  will  put  their  shoulder  to  the  wheel 
and  see  if  they  cannot  get  a  |5  raise  for 
yards  and  %Z  for  section  foremen,  also  a 
raise  for  section  hands.  I  think  the  sec^ 
tion  men  should  be  paid  |1.50  per  day  on 
Dante  yards,  as  they  have  the  hard  shifts 
and  it  is  a  hard  place  to  hold  men  on 
account  of  board  being  so  high  and  wages 
no  better. 

I  have  eight  boys  and  one  girl.  One  ot 
the  boys  is  working  for  me  on  the  section 
in  Dante.  The  oldest  boy  is  in  the  mines 
and  with  the  help  of  the  two  boys  we  gei 
along  very  nicely. 

I  will  close  by  asking  the  Brotherhood 
boys  on  the  C,  C.  ft  O.  to  do  all  they  can 
for  our  roadmaster  at  Dante,  as  I  have  a 
poor  show  of  doing  anything,  our  force  is 
so  light. 

Hoping  to  be  with  the  boys  at  the  next 
meeting,  I  am.    Yours  fraternally, 

C.  R.  D.,  Section  Foreman. 

•  o* 
Daggett,  Mich. 

Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers:  I  will  again 
try  to  write  a  few  lines  for  the  good  old 
Advocate. 

Lodge  No.  622  held  its  last  meeting  at 
Iron  River,  Mich.  The  attendance  was 
not  large,  as  some  of  the  boys  were  wort- 
ing.  We  missed  our  President  very  much. 
He  could  not  be  with  us  an  account  of 
sickness  in  his  family,  but  let  us  hope 
everything  will  turn  out  for  the  best  w 
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tliat  Brother  Mathiason  can  be  with  us 
next  meeting  at  Bscanaba. 

Now,  dear  brothers,  winter  will  soon 
be  here  again.  I  wonder  if  the  company 
will  cut  our  men  down  to  a  nine-hour  day 
with  the  big  salary  of  |1.35  a  day.  It 
will  make  it  pretty  bad  for  us  if  they  do. 
Nearly  all  of  the  foremen  on  this  division 
are  members  in  good  standing,  so  it  is  up 
to  you,  men,  to  try  to  help  yourselves 
keep  the  wages  up  this  winter  by  Joining 
the  Brotherhood,  for  I  believe  if  we  had 
more  of  the  men  with  us,  we  would  have 
very  little  trouble  in  keeping  the  wages 
where  they  are  now  and  that  is  not 
enough  by  a  long  way,  according  to  the 
high  cost  of  living. 

Four  candidates  were  Initiated  last 
meeting.  Let  us  hope  we  will  have  a 
few  more  next  meeting,  which  will  be  at 
Escanaba,  Mich.,  the  29th  of  October. 
We  will  also  elect  officers  at  that  time, 
so  we  hope  we  will  have  a  banner  crowd. 

What  seems  to  be  the  matter  with  our 
Journal  Agent?  I  have  not  been  to  all  the 
meetings  of  our  lodge— I  think  I  missed 
about  two.  I  did  not  see  him  at  any  of 
the  meetings,  nor  has  he  written  any- 
thing for  the  AovooATE.  I  hope  he  is  not 
sick  or  anything  wrong  with  him. 

Well,  brothers,  I  will  close  for  this 
time,  and  if  the  editor  will  be  kind 
enough  to  publish  this,  I  will  thank  him 
very  much.    Yours  in  B.,  L.  and  U., 

John  Shelbon. 
»o« 

Vance,  S.  C. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  to  the  Advo- 
cate, I  hope  it  will  escape  the  waste 
basket 

I  never  see  any  letters  from  our  A.  C. 
L.  boys.  We  have  not  been  lined  up  very 
long  over  here,  and  business  is  not  in 
good  working  shape  yet,  but  will  be  soon. 
I  would  be  glad  to  see  a  few  letters  from 
our  boys.  I  hope  they  will  not  go  to 
Bleep,  as  now  is  the  time  for  us  to  keep 
awake  and  look  out  for  our  own  interest, 
for  if  we  poor  trackmen  do  not  need  bet- 
ter conditions,  I  am  unable  to  say  who 
does.  We  are  getting  nothing  for  our  la^ 
bor  and  if  we  do  not  come  together  like 


men  and  stand  up  for  our  rights,  we 
never  will  get  anything.  We  have  more 
hard  work  and  responsibility  than  any 
other  class  of  working  men  on  the  rail- 
road today,  and  we  hope  that  all  of  you 
boys  will  stand  by  your  managers  and  do 
as  they  say.  Just  take  flagmen,  look  at 
what  they  are  getting  for  their  work  and 
look  at  our  wages;  think  who  is  worth 
the  most  to  the  company,  and  if  we  will 
stand  up  for  our  rights  we  will  receive 
better  treatment  The  company  looks  at 
us  and  thinks,  "If  they  don't  come  togeth- 
er and  stand  up  for  more  money,  it  is  not 
our  place  to  give  it  Let  them  do  as  all 
other  men  working  for  us." 

I  have  eleven  miles  of  track  and  am  al- 
lowed three  men  and  I  cannot  get  men  to 
work  for  %1  per  day,  as  all  other  public 
work  is  paying  more.  I  am  away  behind 
with  my  work  now  on  account  of  not  be- 
ing able  to  get  labor.  I  have  six  trains  a 
day,  two  heavy  trains  and  my  rail  is 
small — 50,  56  and  60  pounds.  It  is  im- 
possible for  any  man  to  keep  track  safe 
with  such  labor.  Now,  boys,  please  don't 
get  weak,  stand  up,  I  am  working  for  a 
good  roadm  aster  and  I  know  he  would  be 
glad  to  see  us  get  more  money.  I  intend 
to  stand  by  the  order  regardless  of  any- 
thing anyone  can  say  or  do. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter,  I  will  cut  it 
short  and  ring  off.    Tours  in  B.,  L.  and  U., 

R.  R.  Abdis 
•K>» 

Connersville  (Ind.)  Lodge  No.  465. 

Long  have  we  looked  for  something  in 
your  columns  from  our  Journal  Agent, 
but  have  been  doomed  to  disappointment, 
so  prompted  by  the  thought  that  some- 
thing from  the  Indianapolis  Division  of 
the  C,  H.  &  D.  Railway  might  be  of  in- 
terest to  the  many  readers  of  the  Advo- 
cate, I  shall  attempt  to  tell  of  the  effort 
being  put  forth  here  by  the  Brotherhood. 

In  May  our  third  effort  to  organize  was 
successful,  when  we  started  with  a  small 
membership  and  at  our  regular  meeting 
in  October  had  increased  to  sixty  mem- 
bers, as  earnest  fellows  as  yon  will  find 
in  the  Order,  that  stands  for  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  labor  and  means  much 
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for  the   future   maintenance  of  way  em- 
ployes. 

I  wish  to  impress  this  fact  on  all  mem- 
bers that  our  organization  is  Just  what 
we  make  it,  and  the  one  central  thought, 
Union,  means  power,  protection  and  inde- 
pendence for  our  families.  Wake  up  to 
the  cause  and  Just  that  sure  we  will  win, 
though  we  find  in  our  midst  a  few  em- 
ployes who  remind  us  of  the  early  pio- 
neer,- whose  cabin  was  invaded  by  a  hun- 
gry bear  attracted  to  the  attic  from  where 
he  urged  his  wife,  armed  with  a  poker, 
to  lay  hard  blows  on  the  brute  until  he 
lay  dead  on  the  hearthstone,  and  then 
he  came  down  and  shouted,  "Me  and 
Betsy  killed  a  bear."  They  stand  back 
and  shout,  "If  you  win,  we  will  come  in 
and  help  yon  eat  the  porridge."  A  degree 
of  sadness  pervades  our  person  for  such 
frail  beings.  How  are  they  to  be  dealt 
with? 

Are  you  a  brother?  If  not,  pause  a 
moment  and  think;  ask  yourself  the 
question,  "Am  I  true  to  the  dear  ones  en- 
trusted to  my  care  and  keeping?" 

Our  Joint  committee  has  been  before 
the  management  for  some  time  and  with 
Brothers  Lowe  and  Vurpia  at  the  helm, 
we  are  assured  at  an  early  date  of  an 
equalized  and  advance  scale  of  wages, 
also  we  look  forward  to  a  raise  in  charac- 
ter of  members,  likewise  an  advance  in 
efficacy  for  our  employes  and  to  this  end 
with  friendship  for  all  and  malice  for 
none,  let  us  put  forth  every  laudable  ef- 
fort to  attain  all  honor  due  us  as  the 
International  Brotherhood  of  Mainte- 
nance of  Way  Employes.  M.  M.  Heller. 
.-o^ 

Speed,  N.  C. 

As  my  last  letter  reached  the  Advocate 
and  was  in  print,  I  decided  to  write  again. 
I  received  a  postal  card  from  a  boy  in 
Kentucky,  and  if  he  had  given  me  his 
address,  I  would  have  answered,  but  the 
postmark  was  blurred  and  I  could  not 
read  it.  I  would  like  to  exchange  post- 
cards with  anyone  who  will  exchange 
with  me.  I  read  the  Advocatk  and  like  it 
very  mueh. 


1  guess  I  had  better  ring  off  now,  and 
allow  space  for  some  one  who  can  write 
a  more  interesting  letter.  If  I  see  this 
in  print,  I  will  come  again. 

Wishing    the   Brotherhood    every  suc- 
cess,  I  remain.          Sincerely  yours, 
Wm.  a.  Pakkb. 
•  cym 

Scranton,  Pa. 

I  have  been  asked  to  contribute  some- 
thing for  publication  in  your  Journal,  and 
if  it  gets  what  it  deserves  it  will  be  con- 
signed to  where  it  belongs,  viz.,  the  waste- 
basket;  however,  here  goes. 

We  should  recognize  that  in  every 
movement  for  the  progress  of  m^i>Wn4 
and  the  uplift  of  the  toiler  and  for  Um 
liberty  of  the  naUon,  the  M.  of  W.  B. 
has  shown  the  resplendent  light  of  lib- 
erty and  progress. 

I  believe  that  a  great  struggle  is  im- 
pending—the struggleof  the  wage^amers 
of  our  land  to  get  a  Just  share  of  the 
wealth  they  produce  and  to  establish  for 
ever  his  constitutional  right  of  free 
speech.  I  believe  that  the  tolling  masses 
of  these  good  old  United  States  approach 
this  struggle  with  a  full  consciousneBs 
of  their  rights,  and  a  determination  to 
ascertain  once  and  for  all  whether  it  is 
possible  under  our  institutions  to  have 
one  law  for  the  employer  and  another 
for  the  employe.  Because  men  who  are 
connected  with  a  labor  organization  ven- 
ture by  written  or  spoken  word  to  com- 
ment upon  the  unfair  treatment  of  its 
employes  by  some  corporation  they  are 
held  in  contempt  of  court  and  sentenced 
to  prison.  I  contend  that  if  these  men 
had  belonged  to  any  other  walk  in  life 
and  had  they  not  belonged  to  organized 
labor,  no  such  unjust,  un-American  deci- 
sion would  have  been  made  as  was  made 
in  the  case  of  Brothers  Oompers,  Morri- 
son and  Mitchell.  If  there  is  any  want 
of  due  respect  for  our  courts  at  the  pres- 
ent time  it  is  attributable  first  and  fore- 
most to  the  unjust  decisions  rendered 
against  Labor's  friends  by  some  of  these 
courts  and  their  failure  to  see  that  labor 
has  the  same  rights  as  capital,  no  more, 
no  leas.    To  capitalists  we  would  say: 
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"We've  a  hand  for  the  craap  of  friendihlp. 

Another  to  make  them  quake; 
And   they  are  welcome  to  whichever 
It  pleases  them  to  take." 

For  the  sake  of  mankind,  for  the  sake 
of  our  fellow  citizens  at  larger  for  our 
nratual  welfare,  for  the  sake  of  this  great 
ever-growing  American  country,  which 
has  already  reached  the  highest  Ideals 
of  progress  and  civilization,  lahor  hopes 
that  capital  will  take  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship, hut  labor  faces  the  future  conscious 
of  the  Justice  of  its  demand  and  deter- 
mined to  continue  its  struggle  for  the 
uplift  of  mankind  and  its  members.  There 
never  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  the 
world  when  there  was  so  much  agitation 
as  at  present.  All  over  the  world  the 
labor  people  are  holding  meetings,  attend- 
ing lectures  and  seeking  information  from 
the  different  channels  through  which 
knowledge  flows,  in  an  effort  to  ascertain 
why  it  is  that  they  procure  so  little  of 
the  wealth  they  produce. 

Brainy  men  of  the  world  have  entered 
into  debates  as  to  the  causes  which  have 
sent  the  prices  of  necessaries  of  life  soar- 
ing beyond  the  reach  of  those  who  pro- 
vide comforts  for  the  few.  Men  who 
have  studied  the  economic  problem  for 
years  are  writing  articles  to  the  difTerent 
magazines  in  the  hope  of  arousing  the 
sleeping  giant — Labor — and  when  that 
giant  Is  fully  aroused,  what  will  happen? 
That  is  a  question  that  some  of  the  nar- 
row-minded, short-sighted  atoms  of  the 
human  race  have  attempted  to  answer, 
but  have  failed.  I  would  hesitate  to  make 
a  prediction  as  to  what  will  happen  when 
he  does  wake  up.  Labor  has  been  crushed 
for  centuries  under  the  brutal  heel  of 
enobbery  and  pampered  wealth.  Her 
champions  have  been  crucified  and  villi- 
fied,  but  despite  this  fact  the  march  goes 
on,  and  though  the  road  to  eternity  be 
strewn  with  the  wrecks  of  broken-hearted 
victims  the  universal  cry  will  be,  **March 
on  for  peace  and  justice!"  What  will 
happen  if  greed  succeeds?  Tou  who  re- 
fuse to  contribute  your  share  to  the  labor 
movement  ought  to  answer  that  question. 
Tou  hide  behind  the  flimsy  excuse  that 
things  are  not  conducted  right  in  the  or- 
ganization. You  do  this  because  you  are 
a  ooward,  but  despite  this  fact  the  flght 


will  still  go  on.  The  haters  of  organized 
labor  will  not  admit  that  organized  labor 
has  accomplished  anything,  yet  it  is  an 
undisputed  fact  that  there  is  not  a  hu- 
mane law  upon  our  statute  books  for 
which  labor  has  not  agitated  for  years 
before  its  enactment  The  big,  broad- 
minded  men  of  this  world  admit  that  we 
have  accomplished  a  lot  and  would  ac- 
complish a  great  deal  more  if  those  on 
the  outside  who  are  benefited  would  only 
do  their  part  as  well  as  the  men  who 
are  in  the  movement.  . 

The  readjustment  of  these  problems 
can  only  be  brought  about  by  labor  un- 
ions, and  while  the  latter  are  liable  to 
make  mistakes  the  results  in  the  end  will 
be  an  uplifting  of  the  general  citizenship 
of  the  nation.  There  must  be  no  stand- 
ing still  In  any  phase  of  life,  and  this  is 
as  true  of  trade  unionism  as  nations. 
It  is  either  progression  or  retrogression. 
Which  do  you  want?  A  Bbother. 
•  o^ 

Bedford,  Nova  Scotia. 

WALTER  OAKES'  FUNERAL. 

Upon  the  occasion  of  the  funeral  yes- 
terday afternoon,  from  his  home  in  Bed- 
ford, of  Walter  Oakes,  victim  of  the  dis- 
tressing accident  of  Oct.  3rd,  practically 
the  whole  village  turned  out,  while  some 
fifty  or  sixty  section  foremen  and  other 
railway  employees  came  down  from  Truro 
in  order  to  pay  their  tribute  of  respect  to 
a  much  liked  comrade. 

Pour  members  of  the  International  Bro- 
therhood of  Railway  Employees  acted  as 
pall  bearers. 

Rev.  Mr.  Logan,  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  officiated,  among  the  hymns  sung 
being  "Nearer  my  God  to  Thee." 

Much  genuine  feeling  and  deep  sympa- 
thy were  apparent. 

Mr.  Oakes  was  a  man  of  sterling  charac- 
ter and  real  piety,  deservedly  respected 
wherever  known,  and  on  all  sides  are 
heard  expressions  of  deepest  sympathy  for 
his  widow,  so  suddenly  and  terribly  be- 
reaved. 

Among  those  present  was  a  son, 
Thomas,  C.  P.  R.  telegraph  operator  at 
Calgary,  who  arrived  from  the  west  last 
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erening,  eoming  expressly  to  attend  the 
funeral,  which  was  deferred  pending  his 
arrlyal. 

The  flowers  were  many  and  beautiful, 
the  casket  being  hidden  beneath  them. 

The  Interment  was  In  the  Presbyterian 
cemetery  at  Bedford. 
•  o» 

Rock,  W.  Va. 

Hello  boys  and  girls!  I  will  try  my 
hand  again  In  sending  a  few  lines  to  the 
dear  old  Adtooatb.  I  think  It  Is  time 
some  of  the  boys  on  this  division  were 
getting  busy  and  pay  up  their  dues  and 
get  an  up-to-date  working  card.  Be  a 
man,  and  If  anyone  should  happen  to  ask 
you  If  you  were  a  Brotherhood  man,  the 
only  thing  you  would  have  to  do  would 
be  to  go  down  Into  your  pocket  and  show 
your  card.  Now  that  Is  what  I  call  a 
Brotherhood  man. 

Take  a  look  at  our  crew.  Tou  can  see 
seven  Brotherhood  men  out  of  the  twelve 
and  we  expect  more  by  our  next  meeting, 
so  you  see  boys  we  are  all  climbing  up 
one  at  a  time.  I  would  like  every  fore- 
man on  the  V.  Railway  to  get  busy  as 
our  foreman  has  done.  If  they  could  get 
but  one  or  two  men  to  Join  I  think  that 
this  would  be  a  great  help  towards  keep- 
ing the  wheel  rolling. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  success,  I  am, 
Tours  In  B.  L.  &  U., 

L.  M.   KiMBEL. 

Red  Deer,  Alta. 

Red  Deer,  Alta.,  Sept.  21,  1911. 

Red  Deer  Lodge  No.  188  opened  in 
due  form  with  President  H.  Adams  In 
the  chair. 

On  lodge  being  opened.  Grand  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer S.  J.  Pegg  took  the  chair 
for  the  evening.  Brother  Fljozdal,  who 
visited  the  lodge  with  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, taking  the  Past  President's  chair 
pro  tern. 

Owing  to  there  being  three  new  mem- 
bers awaiting  admission,  the  Acting 
President  commenced  at  the  sixth  order 
of  business. 

The  committee  having  given  a  favor- 
able report  on  these  three  candidates,  a 
show  of  hands  was  taken  In  lieu  of  bal- 
loting. It  being  deemed  quicker.  It  being 


such  a  cold  night  and  the  members  be* 
ing  outside. 

Voting  proved  in  favor  of  admitting 
the  new  applicants.  The  Acting  PresI' 
dent  commenced  with  the  eighth  order 
of  business,  Brother  Fljozdal  acting  u 
Conductor. 

On  completion  of  the  initiatory  cere- 
mony a  recess  was  granted  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  new  members. 

On  resuming  business,  minutes  of  last 
meeting  read  and  approved. 

Communications,  bills  and  notices  read 
and  passed  satisfactorily. 

A  communication  was  read  from  Cow- 
ley, Lodge  No.  136,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows: That  a  request  be  made  for  a 
financial  report  yearly,  showing  the 
standing  of  S.  D.  of  C.  P.  R.  R.  Moved 
by  W.  Bryant,  seconded  by  Brother  Her- 
rington,  that  the  lodge  concur  with  the 
communication  and  request  a  financial 
report 

Also  another  communication  from  the 
same  lodge  that  a  General  Chairman  be 
appointed  to  look  after  the  West  and  let 
the  Eastern  lines  have  their  own  Chair- 
man. This  question  was  dealt  with 
lengthily  and  was  finally  turned  down. 
Moved  by  Brother  Bryant,  seconded  by 
Brother  Adams,  that  the  lodge  thinks  that 
the  present  position  of  J.  P.  B.  be  the 
same,  seeing  that  we  have  the  Vice- 
President  in  Calgary,  Brother  Stokes,  we 
were  very  well  represented.  Several  lit- 
tle discussions  took  place  over  this  com- 
munication and  finally  it  was  voted 
down,  no  one  being  in  favor. 

Grand  Secretary  S.  J.  Pegg  then  gtre 
us  a  lengthy  address,  dwelling  on  a  good 
many  items  of  Interest  to  the  union,  ex- 
plaining the  working  of  the  Trades  and 
Labor  Congress  and  the  necessity  of  our 
appointing  a  delegate  next  year,  and  also 
thanking  the  members  for  the  Invitation 
to  the  meeting  and  for  turning  out  so 
good,  seeing  the  Inclement  weather  and 
also  it  being  election  day-— there  being 
twenty-two  members.  He  was  followed 
by  Brother  Fljozdal,  who  spoke  for  about 
twenty  minutes,  explaining  the  uses  of 
general  chairmen  and  also  emphasized 
the  need  of  a  member  living  up  to  his 
rules  and  Constitution  and  doing  hia 
duty  by  the  company,  showing  that  thej 
are  being  amply  repaid  in  good  and 
steady  workmen  who  liave  the  company's 
Interest  in  mind  as  well  as  the  increase 
of  wages. 

Moved  by  W.  J.  Bryant,  seconded  hj 
Brother  W.  May,  that  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  be  awarded  to  Grand  Secretary 
S.  J.  Pegg  and  Brother  Fljozdal  for  glr* 
ing  us  such  interesting  and  also  highly 
educating  speeches  for  the  advancement 
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of  the  Brotherhood,  which  was  replied 
to  in  the  usual  hearty  manner. 

Brothers  Pegg  and  Fljozdal's  replies 
to  the  vote  of  thanks  were  to  the  effect 
that  they  looked  forward  to  see  the  Red 
Deer  Lodge  advance  in  leaps  and  bounds 
and  that  they  were  well  paid  for  the 
late  hour  we  were  keeping  them. 

Grand    Secretary-Treasurer's    receipts 
read  and  approved. 
Receipts  of  evening  were  as  follows: 

P.  Scott  I  4.40 

J.  Sheegold  4.40 

J.  Stojk 4.40 

A.  Ardley  4.00 

$17.20 
Expenditure: 
For  rent  of  hall $  4.00 

$13.20 
Lodge  closed  in  due  form  by  Brother 
Pegg. 

(Signed)  H.  ADAMS,  President. 

C.  GAMMON,  Sec'y-Ti"ea8. 

M>» 

Chers  Messieurs  et  FrSres:  J'espdre 
que  mon  absence  des  Quartiers  G6n6raux 
va  6tre  mon  excuse  que  depuis  quelque 
temps  le  ne  me  suis  pas  adress6  quelques 
mots  &  mes  braves  lecteurs.  Ce  mois,  ]e 
promets  de  faire  autrement  et  J'espdre 
qu'k  ravenir  si  Je  serai  oblige  de  m'absen- 
ter,  mon  excellent  traducteur  prendra  ma 
place  et  vous  enverra  ses  salutations. 

Les  ^l^ctions  au  Canada  sont  finies  et 
j'ai  regrett6  beaucoup  de  voir  que  le 
gouvemement  de  Laurier  fut  d^fait  Ce- 
pendant,  Je  crois  en  donnant  de  Then- 
neur  oiX  il  est  dtl,  et  en  passant,  Je  veux 
dire  que  la  belle  manidre  dont  ce  nouveau 
gouvemement  a  traits  nos  frdres  sur  le 
I.  C.  R.  et  P.  E.  I.  chemins  de  fer,  fut 
agr^ablement  en  contraste  avec  Taction 
de  leurs  pr^d^cesseurs.  II  m'a  sp^ciale- 
ment  pein6  de  perdre  Messrs.  Graham  et 
King,  tons  deux  des  hommes  qui  se  sont 
prouv6s  des  amis  aux  ouvriers.  J'espdre, 
cependant,  que  leurs  successeurs  seront  du 
meme  calibre. 

Sur  le  I.  C.  et  P.  B.  I.  Je  suppose  qu'il 
y  en  a  beaucoup  parmi  nos  confrdres  qui 
ont  peur  des  effets  du  changement  de  gou- 
vemement sur  leur  ouvrage.  Si  un  homme 
a  6t6  sage  et  qu'il  a  vOtd  seulement  pour 
le  candidat  de  son  parti,  il  ne  devrait  pas 
6tre  cong^dl6.    C'est  son  privilege  comme 


un  homme  libre,  vivant  dans  un  Etat  li- 
bre,  et  nous  avons  une  clause  dans  notre 
contr&t  avec  les  offlciels,  donnant  une 
audience  impartiale  oH  un  homme  se 
croit  injustement  traits.  Si  un  contraire, 
un  homme  a  follement  6t€  un  partisan  ac- 
tif,  il  pent  se  trouver  dans  Tembarras 
pour  cette  folie.  J'espdre,  cependant,  que 
nos  frdres  ont  6t6  assez  sages  sur  ce  point 
'  et  se  sont  gouvem^s  en  consequence. 

Les  bonnes  nouvelles  d'une  revision  du 
schedule  sur  le  C.  P.  R.  pour  les  lignes 
H  Test  et  &  Touest  sont  contenues  dans 
un  livret  contenant  les  rdgles  et  rdgle- 
ments,  et  les  employes  de  Frdre  Pegg,  qui 
travaillent  ici  aux  Quartiers  G^n^raux, 
vont  les  envoyer  aussitOt  que  possible. 
Ces  rdglements  r6tablissent  les  anciennes 
ententes  cordiales,  des  sections  plus  cour- 
tes,  un  salaire  pour  les  cuisiniers,  15  cents 
par  Jour  clause  pour  les  hommes  des 
ponts  et  b&timents,  en  meme  temps  met- 
tant  plusieurs  sections  r^gulidres,  oiX  il 
y  a  question  de  salaires,  au  meme  rang 
que  ceux  des  chantiers.  Bien  fait  Chair- 
man Dorey  et  le  Conseil  Fusionn6  de 
Protection! 

Je  prie  chaque  frdre,  qui  recoit  cette 
lettre  H  temps,  d'etre  present  aux  reun- 
ions tenus  par  les  Frdres  Irwin  et  Dorey 
^  I'ouest  Je  suis  heureux  d'entendre  que 
beaucoup  ont  assists  k  ces  reunions,  et 
Touvrage  du  Conseil  Fusionn^  de  Protec- 
tion, si  bien  appr^cie  ^  Test,  devrait  etre 
de  meme  &  I'ouset. 

Chairman  Gerrey  m'a  t616graphi6  que 
sur  le  Norfolk  et  Western  il  vient  de  re- 
cevoir  une  augmentation  de  $175,000  par 
an  pour  les  hommes  sur  cet  excellent  che- 
min,  en  meme  temps  des  offlciels  de  pre- 
miere classe.  Dorey  et  Gerrey  sont  des 
exemples  splendides  du  metier! 

II  est  certain  qu'aucun  homme  sur  le 
C.  P.  R.  ou  N.  &  W.  ne  recevra  I'augmen- 
tatlon  sans  faire  de  son  part  en  devenant 
un  membre  de  TOrdre. 

Le  Fr6re  Pegg  est  occup6  H  envoyer 
des  portraits  des  d616gu68  &  notre  Con- 
vention d.  Boston,  aussi  les  officiers  de  la 
Grande  Lege  de  la  Fraternl6  et  les  dames 
de  TAuxillaire  y  61us.  J'espdre  que  cha- 
que membre  les  recevra  en  bonne  condi- 
tion.   Ce  sera  une  source  de  plaisir  pour 
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vous  de  voir  ud  groupe  Bi  beau  en  charge 
de  V08  affaires.  Je  voudrais  inventer  un 
moyen  par  lequel  Je  pourrais  vous  dire 
"Qui  est  chacuQ." 

Sur  le  Lackawanna,  nos  braves  hommes 
furent  d^faits  &  cause  de  la  faiblesSe  de 
plusieurs  parmi  eux  qui  se  sont  re- 
tourn^s  &  leurs  sections  vacantes.  Figu- 
rez-vous  les  sentiments  de  ces  hommes 
R)r8qu'ils  viennent  de  r^aliser  queles  seuls 
homme  capables  de  prendre  leurs  places 
sont  eux-memes.  Quand  tous  les  chefs 
d'^quipe  du  Maintien  de  la  Vole  r^alisent 
ceci,  11  sera  facile  d'obtenir  des  schedules. 

Sur  le  C.  H.  &  D.,  nous  sommes  en  train 
k  decider  la  question  de  salaires  et  j'esp6- 
re  que  cette  m^thode  scientifique  devien- 
dra  un  plan  universel  en  traitant  des 
diff^rends  de  gages,  lorsqu'un  arrange- 
ment par  conference  ne  r^ussira  pas. 

Mes  meil leurs  souhaits  &  tous,  en  meme 
temps,  mes  remerctments  *  &  ceux  qui 
contribuent  &  I'avancement  et  au  plaisir 
de  leurs  compatriotes  par  leurs  lettres 
francaises  dans  notre  Journal.  Frater- 
nellement,  A.  B.  Lowk, 

President 


Telephones  and  Raiiwajrs. 

The  use  of  the  telephone  for  transmit- 
ting train  orders  seems  to  be  rapidly 
supplanting  the  telegraph.  A  statement 
just  issued  by  the  Interstate  Ckjmmeroe 
Commission  shows  that  on  41,717  miles 
of  road  the  telephone  is  now  being  used 
for  this  purpose,  against  175,211  miles 
using  the  telegraph.  But  it  is  only  up 
to  within  a  short  time  that  the  telegraph 
had  this  field  entirely  to  itself.  Some 
roads,  the  newer  ones,  like  the  Virginian, 
now  use  the  telephone  exclusively.  On 
many  of  the  older  and  more  important 
lines  the  telephone  is  already  more  large- 
ly used  than  the  telegraph — on  the  Bos- 
ton ft  Albany,  the  Illinois"  Central,  the 
Great  Northern  and  the  Norfolk  ft  West- 
ern. It  may  be  said  of  practically  all  of 
the  larger  lines  that  they  make  some 
use  of  the  telephone  in  this  service,  and 
this  use  seems  to  be  rapidly  extending. 
Whether  greater  certainty  results  tram 
the  use  of  the  telephone  in  the  ordered 
movement  of  trains  is  a  matter  appar* 
ently  to  be  determined  by  larger  expoi* 
ence  than  has  as  yet  been  had. — Spfimg^ 
field  (Mass.)  Republican. 


C.    W.    CHADBOURNE    AND    CREW.    PORTLAND   DIVISION.    B.    &   If. 
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Canaan,  N.  H. 

Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers: 

I  have  pleasant  news  to  impart  to  you 
upon  the  beginning  of  another  fiscal  year 
of  our  Order.  Brother  Pegg»  who  has 
recently  been  on  a  trip  to  several  lodges, 
including  Winnipeg,  Medicine  Hat,  Cal- 
gary, Red  Deer,  Edmonton,  North  Battle- 
ford,  Saskatoon,  Brandon,  Portage  La 
Prairie  and  Warroad,  reports  to  me  that 
he  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  brothers 
our  Auxiliary  and  its  advantages  to  the 
brotherhood  lodges  and  their  families, 
and  received  much  encourgament  from 
them,  that  they  would  interest  them- 
selves in  our  work  and  might  organize 
lodges.  Now,  this  is  certainly  encoura^ 
ing  to  the  grand  officers,  at  least,  who 
have  met  with  great  disadvantage  in  our 
work  the  past  year  in  many  places,  ow- 
ing to  the  unfortunate  circumstances 
which  befell  the  original  Auxiliary.  I 
think  the  good  brothers  and  sisters  are 
coming  to  have  more  confidence  in  us 
than  at  first;  our  Canadian  members 
have  always  been  loyal  to  the  Order,  and 
we  shall  welcome  them  all  with  open 
arms.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  the  sec- 
retaries of  the  lodges  there  and  to  know 
in  what  way  I  can  assist  them,  if  any, 
and  if  they  could  assure  me  of  lodges 
and  there  would  be  any  advantage  in  my 
presence,  I  would  go  to  them. 

Brother  Pegg  tells  me  of  meeting  Sis- 
ter Scott,  to  whom  we  are  all  so  much 
attached,  even  if  we  have  not  met  her. 
Her  letters  are  always  so  inspiring,  loyal 
and  encouraging. 

Our  brothers  on  the  D.  &  L.  Railway 
are  having  a  fight  for  their  rights  in 
wages,  etc.,  and  let  us  all  hope  and  pray 
for  their  success.  We  feel  that  if  they 
will  hold  out  (and  they  should  never  go 
out  on  a   strike  until   they  have   fully 


made  up  their  minds  to  stand  by  their 
committee)  they  will  win.  $1.35  per  Uj 
for  labor  in  these  days  of  high  cost  d 
living  is  a  mere  pittance,  and  the  nO* 
road  officials  are  smart  enou^  to  tie 
aware  of  this;  but,  of  course,  if  oar  men 
can  be  scared  into  their  ideas  and  pricei, 
they  will  work  all  their  persuasive  pow- 
ers to  do  so. 

On  October  28th  I  go  to  Laco&ia  to 
visit  White  Mountain  Lodge,  who  hiTe 
invited  Capitol  and  Wells  River  Lodgn 
to  visit  them  on  that  date.  I  have  in 
mind  my  pleasant  visit  of  last  year  there* 
and  know  this  will  be  but  a  repetition 
Capitol  Lodge  is  to  have  a  supper  at  the 
next  meeting,  and  we  are  hoping  to  hare 
a  good  patronage  from  the  brothers  who 
have  always  patronized  us  so  libenHy 
heretofore.  We  have  but  three  members 
in  Capiol  Lodge  whose  dues  are  not  paid. 
This  I  consider  a  good  record  for  a  lodge 
of  over  fifty  members.  Will  not  all  sec- 
retaries try  to  do  likewise?  The  Grasd 
Lodge  has  had  cards  printed  to  be  test 
out  to  delinquent  nembers  of  the  Qnai 
and  will  not  all  members  who  recdTe  a 
card  from  our  Secretary-Treasurer  at* 
tend  to  sending  the  small  amount  of 
dues  at  once,  as  we  need  the  money  to  j 
do  business  on  like  all  organization, 
and  when  our  fees  are  so  very  astfB 
every  few  cents  count 

Asking  again  to  hear  from  aomt  of  osr 
Canadian  friends    in    regard  to  lodges.. 
and  sending  kindest  regards  to  all.  I  as. 
Yours  in  L.  F.  and  T. 

Cora  B.  Sum. 


Brothers  and  Sisters:  Since  wTitiifi 
my  letter  for  the  November  Anvocan  \ 
have  received  the  October  issue  and  rei^! 
of  the  generous  offer  of  gold  by  a  broths 
offered  for  the  forming  of  Anxilitf 
lodges.    We  should  have  been  up  and 
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ing  ere  this,  but  with  this  Incentive  will 
not  the  brothers  and  their  wlyes  and 
daughters  arouse  themselves  to  the  work? 
Please  do  not  hesitate  to  write  me  for  any 
Instructions.  Who  will  be  the  first  to  win 
a  gold  prize  as  a  Christmas  gift?  Start 
for  the  fifty  new  lodges  at  once  In  the 
North,  South,  Bast  and  West,  wherever 
there  Is  a  brother.  Fraternally  In  L.,  P. 
and  T^  Cora  B.  SMrrH. 
•  <y 

Stanaford,  W.  Va. 

This  Is  my  first  attempt  to  write  to 
the  Advoc^ate,  and  If  I  see  It  In  ^rlnt  I 
will  try  again.  , 

My  husband  Is  a  section  foreman.  He 
belongs  to  the  brotherhood,  holding 
membership  In  Lodge  No.  10.  He  was 
sub-foreman  for  Mr.  R.  L.  Tothman.  He 
left  him  and  took  a  section  on  the  main 
line  of  the  C.  &  O.,  gave  It  up  and  went 
braking.  He  later  worked  for  Mr.  P.  A. 
Woodnun  for  ten  months  and  then  came 
down  here  on  the  Piney  branch  and 
worked  for* Mr.  Hlckmond  three  weeks. 
He  has  a  section  now  and  has  five  good 
men.  He  likes  his  supervisor,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Strong,  very  much.  We  are  living  In 
the  railroad  company's  house.  It  Is  very 
lonesome  for  me  all  day  long,  and  I  am 
always  glad  when  I  hear  the  men  coming 
In  from  work,  as  I  have  no  children  to 
keep  me  company.  I  have  a  brother 
working  for  my  husband,  and  he  says 
as  soon  as  he  works  long  enough  he  Is 
going  to  Join  the  brotherhood. 

Well,  I  am  getting  my  letter  pretty 
long,  so  I  think  I  will  close  for  the  pres- 
ent. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  Brotherhood, 
I  am,                     Mas.  C  E  Thompson. 
•<y^ 

Honesdale,  Pa. 

Here  I  am  again.  The  editor  will  think 
I  am  greedy  when  I  write  every  month, 
but  I  enjoy  writing  to  the  Advocate.  We 
have  a  new  piano,  have  been  taking  les- 
sons and  can  play  several  popular  pieces. 
The  teacher  says  I  am  doing  fine. 

Well,  Hallowe'en  night  will  soon  be 
here  and  we  are  going  to  have  a  party 


and  have  lots  of  fun.  1  wish  I  could 
Invite  some  of  our  readers.  I  received 
a  card  from  a  reader  in  New  Mexico 
and  was  very  glad  to  get  it.  I  wish  more 
would  write. 

I  think  I  will  have  to  close  now  or  the 
editor  will  not  allow  me  in  again. 

With  best  wishes  to  all  the  Brother- 
hood and  Advocate  readers  and  friends, 
Rosa  Mussabi. 

Paswell,  Ind. 

I  have  been  thinking  for  a  long  time 
that  I  would  write  a  letter  to  the  dear  old 
Advocate,  for  I  enjoy  reading  many  nice 
letters  from  the  boys  and  girls  on  the 
difTerent  railway  a 

I  am  a  girl,  16  yean  old.  My  father  is 
a  section  hand  on  Taswell  Section  No.  9. 
He  belongs  to  the  Brotherhood  and  thinks 
it  is  a  fine  order. 

I  would  like  to  exchange  cards  oi  let- 
ters with  any  of  the  readers. 

With  best  wishes  to  all, 

Mtbtlb  MoFabland. 
»<>• 

Goldsboro,  N.  C. 

Well,  dear  friends,  I  have  been  a  silent 
but  Interested  reader  of  the  Advocate  for 
some  time  and  I  now  feel  it  is  my  duty 
to  see  what  I  can  do  to  help  it;  but  first 
[  guess  I  had  better  describe  myself,  as 
the  other  writers  do. 

I  am  a  girl  and  was  14  years  old  last 
November.  I  have  dark  brown  hair  and 
eyes.  This  is  my  first  letter  to  the  Advo- 
-CATE,  so  I  am  going  to  ask  the  kind  edi- 
tor to  please  correct  all  mistakes  and 
keep  this  a  safe  distance  from  the  greedy 
waste  basket 

My  papa  is  a  railroader  and  also  a 
Brotherhood  man.  He  thinks  that  the 
Brotherhood  is  a  fine  order,  and  I  do,  too, 
for  it  has  put  many  a  dollar  into  the 
poor  section  foreman's  pocket 

Papa  is  a  section  foreman  on  the  Nor 
folk  Southern  Railroad.  He  has  a  very 
good  supervisor.  Mr.  Wiggs  is  his  name. 
Papa  is  very  fond  of  him. 

The  people  on  the  N.  &  S.  road  are 
very  kind  about  giving  passes.  They  have 
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never  refused  to  give  papa  one  yet  He 
asked  for  one  for  me  recently  to  go  on 
a  pleasure  trip  and  it  came  the  very  next 
day.  I  went  to  Riverdale,  a  little  place 
nine  miles  below  New  Bern.  Riverdale 
was  once  our  home  and  we  are  all  very 
glad  to  get  a  chance  to  visit  it.  While 
there  I  went  to  a  picnic  at  Thurman, 
three  miles  from  Riverdale.  It  was  given 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Farm  Life  School, 
which  they  are  trying  to  establish  at 
Thurman.  It  will  certainly  be  a  great 
benefit  if  they  can  get  it  There  were 
about  five  hundred  people  present  and  we 
all  had  as  much  good  dinner  as  we  could 
wish  for,  as  there  were  twenty-one  bar- 
becues. I  had  a  grand  time  while  I  was 
there. 

As  I  was  looking  over  the  last  Advo- 
cate I  saw  only  one  poor  little  letter 
from  the  good  old  North  Carolina  State. 
Let  me  tell  you,  boys  and  girls,  that  will 
never  do.  We  must  not  let  the  others  get 
ahead  of  us.  Wake  up  and  let  everybody 
know  that  you  are  alive.  I  know  that  the 
North  Carolina  boys  and  girls  are  as 
good  and  intelligent  as  those  of  the  other 
States.  So  wake  up  and  show  that  you 
are  interested. 

Well,  I  guess  I  had  better  ring  oft 
now,  and  if  this  escapes  the  greedy  waste 
basket  (which  I  fear  is  grinning  at  me 
now)  and  appears  in  print,  !•  will  call 
again.  I  beg  pardon  if  I  have  taken  up 
too  much  space,  but  I  will  make  my  next 
letter  shorter.  Papa  does  not  know  that 
I  am  writing  this  and  he  will  be  sur- 
prised when  he  sees  it  in  print. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and  its  mem- 
bers much  success,  I  am,  your  new  but 
tnie  friend,              Mabel  Lee  Daniels. 
m^cy 

South  Danbury,  N.  H. 

Well,  dear  readers,  does  it  seem  pos- 
sible that  a  year  has  gone  by  since  so 
many  of  us  met  in  Boston?  Well,  it  has, 
but  my  health  has  been  so  poor  that  I 
have  not  accomplished  as  much  in  the 
Auxiliary  line,  as  I  had  hoped  to,  but 
have  done  what  little  I  could. 

I  have  just  been  reading  Brother  Pegg's 
letter  in  the  AnvoTATK.    Now  that  sounds 


encouraging.  If  we  had  a  few  more  broth- 
ers to  take  as  much  interest  in  Auxil- 
iary matters  we  would  have  more  lodges 
I  also  read  of  the  prizes  offered  to  the 
brothers  who  started  the  first  Aoiliary 
Lodge  after  October  1st,  1911.  Now.  I 
think  that  is  quite  an  idea.  If  I  were 
a  man.  I  would  get  a  hustle  on  me  and 
get  after  that  twenty-dollar  gold  piece, 
and  if  I  did  not  get  that  I  am  sure  I 
would  have  the  ten  dollars.  Now,  let 
us  see  what  you  will  do.  I  will  be  glad 
to  send  application  blanks  to  assist  in 
any  way  I  can,  so  will  our  Grand  Presi- 
dent. Just  write  her  regarding  anything 
you  would  like  to  know  and  she  win  be 
glad  to  inform  you. 

It  is  a  lovely  day  today,  but  we  have 
been  having  a  very  cold  and  rainy  falL 
We  had  quite  a  snowstorm  October  Gtj^ 
and  the  ground  was  white,  but  I  think 
now  we  will  have  some  pleasant  weath^; 

Well,  I  will  close,  wishing  the  Brother- 
hood and  Auxiliary  success. 

Yours    in   B.,    P.   A  T., 

Mas.  Geo.  B.  Jeiotess, 
Grand  Sec'y-Treas. 
•  <y . 

ChoccoloccOy  Ala. 

Dear  Boys  and  Girls: 

If  the  editor  will  allow  me  space,  I 
will  try  to  write  to  the  dear  old  Anvo* 
CATS.  I  have  thought  many  times  of 
writing,  but  have  never  tried  until  to- 
day, BO  I  hope  this  will  escape  the  waste 
basket,  and  if  I  see  it  In  print  I  will  try 
again. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
Birmingham  Division  of  the  Southern 
Railroad  and  Is  also  a  member  of  the 
I.  B.  of  M.  ot  W.  B.  and  thinks  it  a 
grand  order.  The  lodge  formerly  met 
every  third  Sunday  at  Anniston,  Ala., 
but  they  have  changed  to  Birminghun 
and  meet  the  first  Sunday  of  every  month. 
My  father  is  President  of  the  lodge  and 
attends  the  meetings  regularly.  He  keqis 
his  dues  paid  up,  and  that  Is  the  way  aB 
the  members  should  do. 

I  am  a  little  girl  almost  16  yean  old. 
I  go  to  school  and  am  in  the  Efi^tli 
grade.    Our  school  will  begin  next  month. 
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I  have  two  brothers  smaller  than  myself 
and  two  sisters  older  than  I.  I  am  the 
only  girl  at  home,  as  my  sisters  are  both 
married.  I  have  lots  of  fun  at  Chocco- 
locco,  and  we  haye  a  good  church  here. 
I  go  to  Sunday  School  every  Sunday 
morning  and  also  in  the  afternoon.  I 
have  a  nice  chum;  she  and  I  are  always 
together.  Her  name  is  Leila  Teague.  She 
and  I  both  have  a  beau.  They  belong  to 
the  lodge*  also,  and  think  it  a  grand 
thing. 

Oh,  I  forgot  to  tell  you  what  a  fine 
time  we  all  had  the  fourth  Sunday  in 
May.  The  members  of  Annlston  Lodge, 
No.  375,  gave  a  section  foremen's  rally 
at  Oxford  Lake.  All  the  foremen  and 
their  families  were  giv^^n  passes  to  at- 
tend the  rally.  We  surely  had  a  grand 
time,  for  we  could  enjoy  ourselves  so 
well  at  the  Lake.  We  went  boating  and 
car-riding  and  had  all  the  ice  cream  you 
could  wish  for.  We  think  each  lodge 
should  give  something  like  this  once  a 
year.  Ton  have  no  idea  how  much  en- 
joyment it  is  for  one  to  meet  old  friends 
and  have  a  day  of  pleasure  together.  I 
think  your  officials  should  let  you  off  one 
Sunday  and  grant  passes  like  ours  did, 
so  you  could  all  go  together  and  have 
a  good  dinner  and  a  pleasant  day. 

I  would  like  to  exchange  postcards 
with  any  of  the  Advocate  readers. 

Well,    as  my   letter   is   growing   very 
kmg,  I  will  ring  off,  wishing  the  Broth- 
erhood and  Auxiliary  much  success.     I 
remain,  Maggie  Thompson. 
»<>• 

Inglewoody  Ont. 

Dear  Readers: 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt  to  write,  I 
will  try  not  to  say  too  much.  I  have 
often  thought  of  writing  to  the  AnvocfATB 
years  ago,  but  failed  to  get  started,  and 
if  I  don't  see  this  in  print,  it  will  likely 
be  years  before  I  try  again.  Of  course, 
I  will  not  blame  the  editor,  for  I  am  sure 
he  will  have  many  letters  more  interest- 
ing than  mine. 

The  ApvocfATE  is  getting  better  each 
month,  although  I  miss  several  good  let- 
ters which  were  in  some  years  ago.     I 


hope  they  are  still  in  the  land  of  the 
living  and  will  hear  from  them  again.  I 
never  see  any  letters  from  this  place. 
Wake  up,  brothers  and  sisters,  and  get 
busy  and  let  us  hear  from  you  soon.  It 
will  help  you  and  us  to  take  more  inter- 
est in  this  grand  Order.  One  thing  we 
can  do  is  not  let  hubby  forget  to  pay  his 
dues.  For  all  will  agree  with  me  when 
I  say  we  have  had  good  interest  for  all 
we  have  paid  in  so  far. 

I  must  conclude  for  this  time,  as  it  is 
time  to  get  supper  and  my  husband  is 
English  and  you  know  what  that  means. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  brothers  and 
sisters.  Mas.  A.  J.  H. 

•  o^ 

Lindsey,  W.  Va. 

As  I  have  been  reading  so  many  nice 
letters  in  the  Advocate,  I  thought  I  would 
try  my  hand,  although  I  am  not  a  very 
good  scribe.  My  husband  belongs  to  Tug 
River  Lodge  No.  31.  He  works  on  the 
N.  it  W.  Railroad,  Section  No.  6,  Lind- 
sey, W.  Va.  He  has  a  very  good  foreman 
and  says  the  lodge  is  all  O.  K. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  much  success, 
I  am.  Yours  truly, 

Mas.  Tennessee  Habdin. 

•  o» 

Folkston,  N.  C. 

As  I  have  never  written  to  the  Advo- 
cate, I  thought  I  would  try.  It  has  so 
many  nice  letters.  I  think  it  a  fine  book 
and  like  to  read  it  yery  much. 

My  husband  is  a  member  of  the  Broth- 
erhood and  thinks  it  a  fine  order.  He  is 
a  section  foreman  on  the  A.  C.  L.  Rail- 
way. He  worked  seyeral  years  as  laborer 
and  in  1906  was  sent  here  as  foreman. 
He  has  a  nice  roadmaster  to  work  for 
and  likes  him  yery  much.  I  think  all 
of  the  boys  on  this  branch  belong  to  the 
Brotherhood. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  I  will  not 
make  it  too  long.  Hoping  to  see  it  in 
print,  as  it  will  surprise  my  husband, 
and  with  best  wishes  for  the  Brothei^ 
hood  and  Auxiliary,  I  remain, 
A  new  friend, 

Mas.  J    H.  Hnx. 
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Woodstock,  N.  B. 

Dear  Editor: 

I  hftTe  read  the  Advogats  and,  as  the 
saying  goes,  re-read  it,  and  am  trying  to 
write  a  few  lines  for  the  next  issue. 

I  see  Sister  Scott  woke  up.  Keep  on. 
Sister  Scott;  I  missed  your  letters  Tery 
much.  I  am  sorry  Sister  Bush  is  having 
such  a  hard  time  and  I  sympathize  with 
her  in  the  loss  of  her  daughter*  as  a  home 
neyer  is  complete  where  there  is  a  vacant 
chair;  but  Ood  calls  us  all  home  in  his 
own  good  time,  gome  in  a  short  time^ 
it  does  not  matter  much  which;  some 
hare  gone  and  some  are  waiting.  I  hope 
Sister  Jenness  is  improving  or  already 
better,  as  I  know  what  it  is  to  be  sick 
and  have  the  care  of  the  house  on  your 
shoulders.  It  is  hard  enough  when  one 
is  well,  but  doubly  hard  when  one  is  In 
poor  health;  but,  however  cloudy  it  may 
be,  still  we  have  a  gleam  of  sunshine 
some  time.  I  had  one  last  week  in  the 
shape  of  Sister  Hart  Mamie  Hart  ar- 
rived here  Monday  and  went  to  Sister 
Trtieis^and  stayed  until  Tuesday  noon 
and  made  me  a  call,  staying  from  2  o'clock 
until  5;  train  time.  It  was  one  of  my 
bad  diiys  and  I  was  suffering  terribly, 
but 'was  a  little  better  in  the  afternoon 
and  was  glad  to  see  Sister  Hart  She 
was  suftering  from  an  ulcerated  tooth, 
hence  the  cause  of  her  hurry  home.  Dear 
Sister  Hart,  she  made  it  so  pleasant  for 
me  when  I  was  in  Boston.  I  hope  when 
she  visits  Woodstock  again  that  we  will 
both  be  in  better  shape  to  have  a  good 
time. 

Well,  tomorrow  is  election  day  and  I 
have  never  seen  things  so  lively  as  they 
are  just  now.  The  Liberals  are  doing 
all  kinds  of  work  and  the  Conservatives 
are  as  busy.  There  was  a  hole  in  the 
street  this  summer  Just  opposite  our 
house  which  contained  a  pool  of  water 
after  raining,  but  today  they  are  filling 
it  up.  (So  much  for  election.)  I  expect 
William  home  for  the  election,  but  he 
has  not  arrived  yet.  I  wonder  if  he  wUl 
get  a  chance  to  come  home  to  his  own 
funeral?  I  doubt  it;  he  will  be  wanted 
elsewhere  or  be  too  busy. 


Reciprocity  seems  the  talk  of  the  day. 
Tomorrow  will  decide  the  fate  of  Ganatfa, 
as  they  say,  but  for  my  part  I  do  not 
see  how  it  is  going  to  hurt  a  country  to 
be  able  to  send  a  few  things  to  another 
country  without  duty— but,  oh,  for  some 
people's  wisdom! 

Now  the  shooting  season  is  open.  My 
youngest  son  has  gone  with  a  party  of 
young  men  on  a  hunting  trip  and  I  hope 
they  will  be  successful,  as  It  is  grett 
sport  when  the  hunt  is  successful,  but 
when  one  comes  home  empty-handed  and 
without  a  stain  on  your  Jacket,  as  the 
saying  goes,  one  feels  blue  (and  there  is 
not  always  a  chance  to  buy  somethi]i& 
you  know). 

Mr.  Dorey  and  my  eldest  son  went 
hunting  and  one  day  got  a  fine  mooee. 
He  did  not  bring  the  head  home  or  hsTe 
it  mounted,  as  it  was  very  large.  He 
gave  it  to  a  friend,  also  half  the  hide 
and  half  the  meat,  as  he  had  all  he  could 
handle  in  the  other  half.  A  frl^d  of 
Mr.  Dorey's  sent  us  a  lovely  deer's  head 
mounted  and  I  put  it  in  the  hall.  It 
looks  well,  as  all  deer  heads  do. 

My  second  son,  Fred,  is  home  for  the 
election,  as  he  is  22  years  old  and  this 
is  his  first  year  to  vote.  Although  he 
does  not  live  here,  he  bought  a  house 
and  pays  taxes  here  and  of  course  has 
a  vote  here.  How  soon  the  little  ones 
grow  up  and  are  men  and  women,  and 
how  soon  we  grow  old  and  have  to  take 
a  back  seat!  It  is  surprising  when  one 
comes  to  look  at  it 

I  heard  by  chance  that  one  of  Brother 
Lowe's  sons  was  married.  We  wish  htai 
success.  It  is  an  old  saying  that  noth- 
ing succeeds  like  success,  and  it  does 
seem  reasonable,  and  I  wish  every  young 
man  or  woman  starting  out  in  life,  soe, 
cess— for  marriage  Is  a  great  undertak- 
ing. It  takes  a  steady  hand,  cool  head 
and  a  stout  heart,  and  if  young  Mr.  Love 
takes  after  his  father  he  has  all  of  these 
good  traits. 

As  my  letter  is  getting  lengthy,  I  win 
tell  you  about  my  doings  Monday  wed 
and  then  close. 

I  went  to  a  private  picnic  at  Uppef 
Woodstock  on  an  old   site  where  there 
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used  to  be  a  castle,  but  which  has  fallen 
down.  The  daughter  of  the  gentleman 
who  owned  and  lived  in  this  castle  gave 
a  private  picnic  on  the  grounds,  as  she 
has  a  bungalow  there,  or  rather  a  couple 
of  them,  one  for  herself  and  hnsband 
and  one  for  the  nurse  and  little  son. 

The  walks,  drives,  shade  trees  and 
flowers  make  it  a  grand  old  place.  Oh, 
for  another ,  afternoon  at  the  bungalow! 
I  met  a  great  many  of  my  old  friends, 
some  I  had  not  seen  for  years.  Refresh- 
ments were  served  on  the  ground,  hence 
my  sick  spell  the  day  Sister  Hart  called, 
but  we  all  suffer  some  after  a  picnic,  as 
it  is  tiresome.  Some  friends  and  myself 
drove  home  in  the  evening  and  enjoyed 
it  very  much. 

Now  I  must  close  by  wishing  success 
to  the    Brotherhood   and   all   concerned. 
Tours  as  ever  for  the  cause, 

Mas.  Lauba  Dobet. 
»<>• 


Fort  Qu  Appelle,  Sask. 

Dear  Readers: 

As  I  have  been  a  reader  of  the  Advo- 
CATB  for  a  long  time  and  have  seen,  i^ 
many  nice  letters  from  the  boys  and 
girls  I  thought  I  would  try  my  hand  at 
one. 

My  father  is  a  pumpman  on  the  O.  T. 
P.  He  belongs  to  the  Brotherhood  and 
thinks  it  a  grand  order. 

I  am  a  girl  of  16  years,  have  two  sis- 
ers  and  one  brother.  I  will  ring  off  for 
this  time  and  if  this  escapes  the  waste 
barket  I  will  try  again. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  the  best  of 
success,  I  remain.  Sincerely  yours, 

Florence  Tbetfbt. 
»<>• 

Ridgeway,  Va. 

Here  I  come  again  knocking  for  admit- 
tance. My  school  started  the  11th  of 
September.  Although  I  regretted  giving 
up  sport,  I  was  glad  to  get  back  to  my 
studies  again.  My  teacher's  name  is  Mr. 
Wetherly  and  I  like  him  very  mnch. 

I  believe  I  am  the  only  girl  on  this 
division,  as  I  never  see  any  letters  from 
them.    Wake  up,  boys  and  girls,  and  let 


us  hear  from  you.    Do  not  act  like  dum- 
mies. 

Perhaps  I  could  interest  some  of  the 
readers  by  describing  Ridgeway.  It  is 
a  very  small  place,  consisting  of  four 
stores,  two  hotels,  postofllce,  three 
churches,  school  building  and  a  nice  brick 
bank.  We  have  a  library  in  our  high 
school  building  which  we  are  all  proud 
of.  I  have  read  862  books  this  summer. 
I  am  certainly  a  lover  of  books. 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Anglln,  yod  must  write  real 
often  to  the  Advocate.  I  enjoy  your  let- 
ters. 

Wishing  you  all  success,  I  remain. 
Sincerely  yours, 

Althea  Mat  Ck>z. 

P.  S. — I  will  gladly  exchange  cards  or 
letters  with  any  of  the  readers  who  wish 
to  do  so. 

Roanoke,  Va. 

Dear  Advocate  Readers: 

Here  I  come  from  away  down  here  in 
Virginia  trying  to  gain  admittance  to 
your  interesting  circle.  I  have  received 
some  beautiful  cards  from  a  good  many 
of  the  readers  and  want  to  extend  my 
thanks  for  same.  They  were  all  very 
highly  appreciated.  JL  never  tire  of  get- 
ting pretty  cards.  I^et  me  hear  from 
more  of  the  members. 

We  are  having  nice  weather  here  now. 
Our  fair  begins  next  Tuesday,  Sept  26th, 
and  lasts  four  days. 

I  guess  you  would  all  like  to  have  a 
description  of  your  new  writer.  Well* 
here  goes: 

*I  am  6  feet  6  inches  tall,  weigh  186 
pounds,  have  dark  brown  hair  and  hasel 
eyes,  and  am  22  years  old.  Now,  iitdiat 
do  you  think  of  that  for  a  deaeHptloii? 
I  won't  say  anjrthing  of  my  dispotltibn, 
except  that  I  suppose  it  is  medium.^ 

Well,  I  guess  I  have  written  ^ough 
for  this  time.  Some  more  cards*  please,' 
and  I  will  answer  promptly. 

With  best  wishes  for  each  and  every 
member  of  the  Brotherhood,   I  remain, 
Tours  respectfully, 

Attie  B.  Htman. 
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Floyd's   Knobs,   Ind. 

Hello!  Is  there  room  for  another  star 
in  your  happy  circle?  I  have  been  read- 
ing the  Advocate  and  think  it  cannot  be 
beaten.  I  enjoy  the  interesting  letters 
from  the  young  boys  and  girls.  My  father 
is  a  tunnel  watchman  on  the  St  Louis 
DiTlslon  between  New  Albany  and  Dun- 
can, Ind.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  I. 
B.  of  M.  W.  B.,  Lodge  No.  209,  and  thinks 
it  a  grand  order.  ^  I  would  like  to  exchange 
post  cards  with  any  of  our  Advocate 
readers.  Must  close*  hoping  to  see  my 
letter  in  print 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary 
much  success,  I  remain, 

Cecelia  Himmelhaveb. 
>o> 

Silver  Run,  Ala. 

If  the  editor  will  be  kind  enough  to 
give  me  a  little  space  for  a  few  lines, 
I  will  try  what  I  can  do. 

I  am  a  section  foreman's  daughter,  13 
years  of  age.  I  have  black  hair,  brown 
eyes  and  light  complexion.  Papa  belongs 
to  Lodge  No.  281  and  thinks  it  a  grand 
order.  I  have  three  sisters  and  three 
brothers.  The  eldest  brother  and  sister 
go  to  school.  Sister  will  graduate  next 
year.  Papa  went  to  his  lodge  meeting 
last  Saturday.  The  church  is  three  miles 
from  our  town,  and  it  is  very  dull  and 
lonely  here. 

If  this  misses  the  waste  basket  I  will 
try  again.  A  new  friend, 

Nellie  Ash. 
•  o^ 

Gaimore  Mills,  Va. 

thlB  is  my  third  attempt  to  write  to 
the  dear  old  Advocate.  I  love  to  read  the 
many  interesting  letters,  but  cannot  write 
any  myself.  However,  thought  I  would 
try  my  hand   once  more. 

May  and  Olga,  your  letters  were  very 
much  enjoyed  by  me.  Ethel  Rhodes, 
yours  was  also. 

Well,  everything  Is  mighty  dull  in  this 
little  village.  I  get  so  lonesome  here, 
especially  on  Sunday,  as  there  are  no 
churches  any  closer  than  two  miles  and 


that  is  too  far  to  walk.  I  have  one  little 
girl  that  is  old  enough  to  attend  church, 
and,  oh,  how  happy  I  would  be  if  she 
could  attend  Sunday  School  every  Son- 
day.  She  will  be  5  years  old  the  24th 
of  November.  School  starts  here  the  first 
of  October  and  I  will  be  glad  when  she 
is  old  enough  to  attend.  My  baby  girl 
will  be  2  years  old  the  13th  of  November. 
They  are  both  a  great  comfort  to  me. 
They  miss  their  little  playmates  so  much; 
they  are  In  Staunton  visiting  th^ 
grandmother  while  their  mother  is  in 
Washington  having  her  teeth  attended  ta 
We  miss  them  all  very  much  and  hope 
for  their  early  return.  I  hope  to  go  to 
Buchanan  soon,  my  dear  old  home  places 
to  have  my  teeth  treated  by  Dr.  C.  E. 
Crawford,  and,  oh,  how  I  do  dread  It! 
I  am  going  to  visit  my  parents  in  Bed* 
ford  County  the  first  of  October.  It  la 
about  twenty  miles  from  here.  Chestnati 
will  be  ripe  by  then,  and  what  a  delist- 
ful  time  my  little  ones  will  have  picking 
them  up! 

I  think  I  have  made  my  letter  too  long; 
80  I  will  ring  off.     Tours  sincerely, 

Biss.  IBENS  Knm. 
•  cy 

Mt.  Airy,  Ga. 

Here  I  am  again.  As  my  last  letter 
passed  inspection,  I  will  try  again. 

Dear  old  winter  will  soon  be  here  and 
I  will  be  so  glad.  Our  school  has  not 
started  yet  We  are  expecting  a  new 
schoolhouse  soon.  Most  of  the  girls  and 
boys  go  to  Cornelia.  It  is  only  one  mile 
from  here  and  a  great  deal  better  school 
than  the  one  at  this  place.  My  frigid 
and  I  walked  over  to  Corn^ia  last  even- 
ing and  we  had  a  grand  time.  She  has 
some  cousins  over  there. 

I  think  I  shall  plant  a  flower  garden 
next  spring,  for  I  am  a  lover  of  flowere, 
especially  roses  and  violets. 

My  girl  friend  wants  me  to  go  to  At- 
lanta with  her  this  winter.  She  is  going 
to  learn  the  millinery  trade  and  wanti 
me  to  go,  too,  as  we  both  have  talent 
for  it  Papa  is  talking  of  going  to  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  for  a  visit  in  October. 
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Well,  1  guess  this  will  do  for  this 
time,  as  I  have  nothing  very  interesting 
to  write  about  and  I  clearly  see  Mr.  Waste 
Basket  winking  his  little  bright  eyes 
at  me. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  Advocate  and 
its  readers,  I  remain, 

Gbbtbxtde  E.  Walkeb. 

Norwood,  N.  C. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls! 

I  will  try  and  enter  your  circle  again 
if  there  is  room  for  me.  I  see  my  first 
letter  missed  the  waste  basket.  Many 
thanks  to  the  one  who  caught  It  and 
kept  it  from  falling  in. 

Well,  I  did  hot  see  many  letters  from 
the  North  Carolina  girls.  Now,  girls, 
that  will  not  do.  Do  not  let  the  other 
girls  beat  us.  So  get  to  work  and  work 
with  all  your  might  and  show  the  others 
we  are  not  afraid  to  write.  I  enjoy  read- 
ing the  letters  from  other  boys  and  girls, 
for  it  is  real  nice  to  have  friends  to 
write  to  the  dear  old  Advocate,  so  you 
can  take  up  the  book  at  any  time  and 
read  them.  It  will  keep  your  memory 
bright  and  cheer  you  up  when  you  have 
the  blues.  Now,  girls,  will  you  knuckle 
down  and  get  to  work?  If  this  uninter- 
esting letter  is  in  print,  I  will  try  again. 

Many  thanks  and  best  wishes  to  the 
Brotherhood  and  Ladies'  Auxiliary. 

Maggie  Banouss. 
•o« 

Holden,  Fla. 

As  I  have  never  written  to  the  dear  old 
Advocate  I  thought  I  would  try  a  few 
lines  although  I  am  very  poor  at  diction. 

I  enjoy  reading  the  many  nice  letters 
published  in  the  Journal.  My  husband 
is  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood.  He 
thinks  it  a  fine  Order.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  W.  O.  W.,  and  that  is  a  good  Order 
also.  Well,  this  is  a  poor  place  to  live. 
We  are  obliged  to  rent  our  house  and  we 
think  this  is  not  right,  as  the  Company 
should  furnish  houses  for  the  foremen  to 
live  in.  They  are  talking  of  building  one 
for  us  and  I  only  hope  they  will.  I  have 
three  children — two  girls  and  one  boy. 


One  of  the  girls  is  going  to  school.  We 
have  a  good  school  here  and  she  is  learn- 
ing very  fast.  My  husband  has  been 
working  for  the  A.  C.  L.  Railway  for  six 
years.  He  worked  for  a  time  on  extra 
gang,  also  on  train  work,  but  now  is  on 
the  section  and  likes  it  better  as  he  can 
be  at  home  with  his  family  at  night. 

I  will  ring  oft  for  this  time  and  if  I 
see  this  in  print,  I  will  try  again. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary 
success,  I  remain.  Sincerely  yours, 

Mas.  P  L  Sapp. 
>o> 

Pine  Hill,  Ala. 

To  the  dear  Advocate: 

I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to 
the  members  of  Selma  Lodge  No.  281  of  L 
B.  of  M.  W.  B  of  which  my  son,  T.  C. 
Green,  was  a  member.  I  shall  always  re- 
member their  kindness  and  especially 
want  to  thank  Brother  B.  R.  Clements 
who  followed  the  remains  to  our  old  home 
where  we  have  many  friends  and  rela- 
tives to  mourn  his  loss.  I  will  always 
remember  the  I.  B.  of  M.  W.  B.  in  my 
prayers  for  my  bereaved  son  considered 
it  the  best  order  he  ever  belonged  to  and 
was  always  prompt  to  attend  lodge  meet- 
ings. I  had  but  two  sons  and  they  were 
both  members  of  Selma  Lodge  No.  281. 
It  seems  hard  to  give  him  up  just  in  the 
bloom  of  life.  He  was  only  twenty-one 
years  old.  Thank  God  I  will  meet  him 
on  the  other  shore  by  and  by.  Yours 
sincerely,  Maby  Gbeen. 
•  o^ 

White  Sulphur,  Ga. 

Dear  Girls  and  Boys: 

As  I  have  never  written  to  the  Advo- 
cate will  try  now  and  hope  it  will  miss 
the  waste  basket. 

I  am  nine  years  old  and  in  the  sixth 
grade.  I  go  to  school  at  Air  Line  about 
one-quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  here.  My 
father  is  a  section  foreman  on  the  Char- 
lotte Division  and  is  a  strong  Brother- 
hood man.  I  think  it  is  a  fine  order  too. 
We  live  In  a  section  house  about  twenty 
steps  from  side  track.  This  is  a  beau- 
tiful country.  Two  miles  south  of  here 
is  situated  the  White  Sulphur  SprlngS4 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


800 


TUS   ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


one  mile  south  is  the  Aconee  River;  one 
mile  north  is  the  Chattohooche  River. 

Father  said  at  their  last  meeting  they 
had  Mr.  LAngley  with  them  and  he  said 
he  gave  them  a  splendid  talk,  which  was 
encouraging  to  the  lodge  you  know.  It 
made  the  men  feel  more  like  working 
and  sticking  to  their  lodge. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  I  do  not  want 
to  make  it  too  lengthy.  Was  glad  to  see 
so  many  letters  from  hoys  and  girls  this 
time. 

Wishing  great  success  to  the  Brother- 
hood   and    Woman's    Auxiliary,    I    am. 
Tours  affectionately, 

LnxiK  Mat  Culpepcb. 

•  o« 

Piedmont,  Ga. 

I  am  a  little  girl  seven  years  of  age.  1 
live  in  Piedmont,  Georgia.  It  is  a  very 
small  place.  My  father  is  a  section  fore- 
man on  the  A.  A  F.  Railroad  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Brotherhood.  I  have  a 
little  kitten  and  its  name  is  Spot 

I  would  like  to  exchange  post-cards 
with  some  of  the  little  girls.  Tours  sin- 
cerely, Bluck  Quillian. 

•  c^ 

MerrimaCy  N.  H. 

Once  again  I  ask  permission  of  the 
kind  editor  to  add  my  mite  to  the  letters 
of  the  dear  old  Advocate. 

Since  last  writing  I  have  been  away 
on  my  vacation.  My  husband  went  also 
for  four  days,  which  was  a  long  time  for 
him  to  leave  his  section  and  I  think  at 
that  he  took  his  work  with  him  for  he 
seemed  to  talk  about  it  quite  a  lot.  Well, 
that  shows  his  interest  and  I  am  sure  it 
is  the  interest  that  counts  in  making 
good  riding  tracks.  If  we  do  not  take  an 
interest  in  our  work,  we  are  pretty  sure 
to  be  a  failure.  I  stayed  away  on  my 
vacation  about  twelve  days.  We  went 
to  Baboosic  Lake,  had  a  fine  time  and 
would  have  enjoyed  it  much  better  had 
Mr.  Reed  stayed  longer.  We  had  a  few 
fine  dinners  of  fish  which  we  caught 
from  the  waters  of  the  beautiful  lake. 
Well,  enough  about  my  vacation;  let  us 
come  down  to  business. 

I  am  very  happy  to  tell  the  readers  of 


the  Advocatb  that  if  nothing  hsppeul 
will  be  a  member  of  the  Ladies  AoxUlai? 
of  the  I.  B.  of  M.  W.  E.  some  time  this 
month,  as  I  have  received  some  very  nice 
letters  and  also  an  application  blank  for 
membership  from  Sister  Cora  Smith  of 
Canaan,  New  Hampshire.  The  Dime  ef 
the  lodge  I  am  about  to  join  is  Capitoi 
'Lodge  of  Concord,  New  Hampdiire. 

I  went  to  Boston  recently  and  took 
notice  how  the  different  sections  rods 
and  most  of  it  rode  beautifully.  How 
easy  it  is  to  notice  a  good  piece  of  track 
from  a  poor  one.  I  tell  Mr.  Reed  oSba 
that  I  am  getting  to  be  quite  a  raikoad 


Now,  in  regard  to  the  Union,  I  do  bope 
the  men  wiU  aU  see  it  in  the  rlc^t  Ugbt 
and  will  be  bron^t  to  realize  wbat  tbe 
little  it  costs  them  for  Joining  and  for 
dues  means  to  them  in  the  futors,  and 
it  is  such  a  protection  to  their  famiSei 
I  hope  all  who  have  not  joAned  thia  soUt 
order  will  do  so  at  once. 
.  Well,  I  must  say  good  bye  as  the  editor 
will  wish  I  had  done  so  long  aga 

I  would  like  to  exchange  post-caidi 
with  any  or  all  of  the  sisters.  Will  aeai 
one  for  every  one  I  receive  as  I  am  a  post 
card  fiend. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  L  B.  of  V. 
W.  B.  and  the  Ladles  Auxiliary,  I  ao. 
Sincerely  yours.       Bias.  Lutheb  Rbe&. 

Note— We  will  be  glad  to  welcome  S* 
ter  Reed  into  the  fold. — Editob. 
•  o» 

Lamison,   Ala. 

To  the  many  readers  of  the  Ad?ocaii 

I  want  to  express  my  respect  and  loTt 
for  Mr.  T.  C.  Green,  deceased,  who  w» 
a  member  of  Selma  Lodge  No.  281.  asi 
was  one  of  the  best  and  most  upright  ^ 
young  men.  Mr.  Qreen  came  here 
he  was  only  17  years  of  age,  took  a 
tion  and  stayed  four  years.  He  i 
friends  everywhere  and  it  was  a 
shock  to  his  many  friends  who 
his  death.  Weep  not  dear  motlier  sat 
brother  you  will  meet  your  loved 
the  other  shore  by  and  by.  B(r. 
was  also  a  member  of  W.  O.  W.  aad  M 
many  friends  in  that  order  wto  aM 
his  loss.  Mas.  Pbatt  Fnmitf^ 
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Ohatchie,  Ala. 

Well  here  I  come  again,  asking  for 
space  in  the  dear  old  Advooatb.  While  I 
have  been  silent  for  some  time,  it  was 
not  for  lack  of  interest  but  for  an  oppor- 
tonity.  I  hope  all  the  readers  have  been 
enjoying  the  pleasure  of  good  health  for 
the  last  few  months.  While  I  have  been 
silent,  dear  readers,  I  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  sickness  in  our  home  for  the  past 
two  months.  My  married  brother,  Nor- 
man, was  taken  sick  with  typhoid  fever 
August  16th  and  has  been  in  bed  seven 
weeks  last  Sunday.  He  now  has  rheu- 
matism and  an  abscess  on  the  right  side. 
He  was  operated  upon  this  week  and  we 
are  very  hopeful  of  his  speedy  recovery. 
He  has  suffered  very  much  and  has  never 
been  able  to  sit  up  during  his  illness. 

Papa  was  taken  seriously  ill  with 
spinal  affection  six  weeks  ago  and  has 
not  been  able  to  be  up  since.  He  certain- 
ly has  been  in  a  very  bad  condition,  be- 
ing perfectly  helpless.  Tou  who  have 
had  no  sickness  in  your  homes  have  no 
idea  of  what  it  is  and  should  be  thankful 
you  have  escaped.  We  never  know  how 
to  appreciate  our  good  friends  and  neigh- 
bors until  we  need  them.  They  certain- 
ly have  been  kind  and  nice  to  us.  Some 
few  of  the  brotherhood  men  have  been 
to  see  Papa  and  while  he  was  scarcely 
able  to  speak  to  them,  he  was  very  glad 
of  their  visit  I  hope  he  and  Brother 
Norman  will  soon  recover  and  be  well 
and  happy  again  for  we  surely  have  had 
our  share  of  sickness. 

Mrs.  Cora  B.  Smith  I  read  your  letter 
today  in  the  Advocate  and  think  if  I 
could  only  compose  a  nice  interesting 
letter  like  you  do  I  would  let  nothing 
hinder  me  from  writing.  I  was  telling 
Papa  what  you  said  about  those  who  at- 
tended the  Boston  Convention.  He  said 
he  had  thought  about  it  several  times  and 
while  he  was  there  he  never  thought  he 
would  be  in  his  present  condition  one 
year  from  that  date.  He  also  said  to  give 
all  those  he  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting, 
while  attending  the  convention  his  best 
wishes,  and  I  know  he  would  appreciate  a 
few  words  from  each  one  as  he  is  so  dis- 
heartened over  his  ill  health.    We  try  to 


keep  him  in  good  spirits  and  want  all 
you  brothers  and  sisters  to  remember 
him  in  your  prayers. 

I  have  received  a  good  many  cards  from 
distant  friends  which  were  very  much  ap- 
preciated. One  came  from  Canada.  I 
could  not  make  out  the  address  and  have 
been  unable  to  answer  it.  It  was  from  tf 
bridge  foreman.  I  read  a  letter  in  the 
Advocate  today  from  Cranbrook,  B.  C. 
from  the  Journal  agent.  I  think  the  card 
was  from  that  place.  If  I  do  not  answer 
that  is  my  only  reason. 

Wishing  you  all  much  success  in  your 
noble  work,  I  will  close  for  the  present, 
I  can  truly  sympathize  with  anyone  in 
sickness.    Sincerely  yours, 

DoNNiB  Babbeit. 

»<>• 

Wiggins,  W.  Va. 

I  will  write  this  leter  to  the  Advooats, 
as  I  have  promised  my  brother  to  do  so. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  and  is 
very  kind  to  his  men.  The  track  super- 
visor, J.  S.  Brightwell,  is  very  kind  to  my 
father  too.  He  allowed  him  to  ride  on 
the  motor  car  with  him  to  Ronceverte 
last  September  or  August  My  father 
said  he  enjoyed  it  very  much  and  only 
wished  he  had  one. 

Well,  let  me  tell  you  I  go  to  school 
every  day.  I  suppose  you  will  want  to 
know  my  school  hours.  They  are  from 
9  a.  m.  to  4  p.  m.  I  like  my  teacher  very 
much,  a  gentleman  from  Jumping  Branch. 
Our  residence  stands  between  the  rail- 
road and  the  Green  Brier  River. 

Well,  I  think  I  will  close  as  this  is  my 
first  time  for  writing.    I  am,  your  friend, 
Lena  B.  Woodbuic. 
•  o* 

Cristobel,  C.  Z. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  I  have  been 
thinking  for  a  long  time  that  I  would 
write  a  letter  to  the  Advocate,  for  I  enjoy 
reading  the  letters  from  the  boys  and 
girls.  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  seen  any 
letters  in  the  Advocate  from  the  zone,  so 
thought  I  would  try  my  success. 

I  am  15  years  old,  am  five  feet  2  inches 
in  height  and  weigh  105  pounds.  I  am  in 
the  first  year  of  high  school.     I  like  to 
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go  to  school  for  we  have  lots  of  fun  rid- 
ing on  the  train,  we  have  seven  miles  to 
ride. 

My  father  belongs  to  the  Brotherhood 
and  he  likes  it  very  much.  He  has  Colon 
Yards  and  he  gets  $166.00  per  month, 
We  have  been  living  in  the  zone  for  ten 
months.  We  lived  in  Mississippi  before 
we  came  over  here.  I  like  it  very  much 
for  we  have  a  nice  sea  breeze  all  the 
time.  I  would  like  to  exchange  post> 
cards  or  letters  with  any  of  the  readers. 
If  this  escapes  the  waste  basket  I  will 
call  again. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  Brotherhood, 
I  am,  Tour  friend,      Lucnxc  Madison. 

•  o« 
Shenandoah*  Va. 

Hello^  Boys  and  Girls!  I  have  Just 
finished  reading  the  dear  old  Advocate.  I 
go  to  school,  am  in  the  third  grade  and 
learn  very  fast.  I  stay  at  my  grandfath- 
er's. He  is  a  Brotherhood  man.  I  like  to 
read  the  letters  in  the  Advocate  very 
much.  I  was  12  years  old  the  12th  of  last 
June.  My  grandfather  is  a  section  man 
and  we  live  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile 
from  town.  There  are  six  churches  in 
our  town.  It  has  been  very  cold  here  for 
a  few  days  and  we  have  had  hard  rains. 
I  like  it  where  we  live  for  we  can  see  the 
trains  passing  every  day.  Wake  up  peo- 
ple and  get  to  work  for  the  Advocate  and 
make  things  more  pleasant.  Tours  truly. 
Bessie  Dean. 

•  o^ 

Mapleton,  Me. 

Well,  brothers  and  sisters,  the  B.  ft  A. 
is  still  doing  a  lot  of  business,  hauling 
three  and  four  extra  trains  a  day  loaded 
with  potatoes,  thirty-five  and  forty  cars 
to  a  train,  bujring  motor  cars  and  giving 
the  citizens  of  each  town  free  rides,  but 
crying  poverty  when  the  poor  old  section 
men  ask  for  a  raise,  and  those  same  men 
had  not  forethought  enough  to  keep  their 
dues  paid  up  until  Brother  Stout  came 
along  and  jogged  their  memory.  He  did 
a  thorough  job  and  has  95  per  cent  back 
in  the  union.  I  hope  they  will  have  good 
sense  enough  to  stay  there.    We  had  a 


nice  call  from  him  and  talked  ourselTei 
hoarse. 

Well,  brothers,  what  are  we  going  to 
do  with  wheat,  sugar,  meat  and  neariy 
everything  else  advancing  in  price!  Will 
you  keep  your  union  dues  in  your  pocket 
and  wait  for  the  other  fellow?  Hov 
many  read  what  National  Organiser  Jobn 
Potts  of  Boston  told  the  carpenten  tn 
Bangor,  Maine?  He  said,  "Don't  blame 
the  contractors— Just  blame  yourselves"; 
and  that  just  hits  section  men  in  Ktlse 
today. 

Where  is  the  Journal  agent  on  fiie 
Washington  County?  I  am  afraid  he  feD 
over  the  bridge  on  his  section  and 
drowned  himself,  for  we  never  hear  fitmi 
him. 

I  will  close  before  I  wear  the  editor's 
patience  out    Tours  for  the  cause, 
Mas.  Obiok  H.  Petten^u. 
•  o« 

Ridgeway,  W.  Va. 

Dear  Advocatb  Readers: 

Will  you  allow  a  Virginian  into  yonr 
happy  band?  I  have  light  hair,  brown 
eyes  and  am  fair  complexioned.  Mr 
friend,  Althea  Cox,  asked  me  to  write  i 
letter  to  the  Advocate,  so  I  decided  I 
would  try. 

I  go  to  school  every  day  and  am  in 
the  Seventh  grade.  I  am  14  years  old. 
My  teacher  is  Mr.  Wetherly  and  I  like 
him  very  much.  I  have  only  one  sister; 
her  name  is  Georgia.  I  would  Uks  to 
exchange  postcards  with  any  of  the  read- 
ers. If  I  see  this  in  print  I  will  come 
again.     Sincerely  yours, 

Bessie  Eoolestok. 

»o* 

Raglandy  Ala. 

As  I  have  seen  so  many  nice  letter 
from  the  boys  and  girls,  I  will  try  to 
write  one  myself  if  the  editor  wUI  ^ 
good  enough  to  put  same  in  print  and 
the  other  boys  and  girls  will  allow  me 
to  join  their  circle. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  at  Ras^ 
land  on  the  S.  A.  U  Railway.  He  has 
been  working  on  the  railway  for  twenty- 
one  years  and  has  been  a  section  fore- 
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man  for  eighteeu  years.  He  belongs  to 
the  I.  B.  of  M.  of  W.  E.  and  thinks  it 
is  a  grand  order.  He  goes  to  his  lodge 
every  third  Sunday  at  Piedmont. 

I  am  15  years  of  age.  ^  There  were  six 
children  in  onr  family;  but  four  are  now 
living;  I  am  the  eldest.  I  have  two 
brothers  and  one  sister  living  and  two 
brothers   dead. 

We  have  been  living  here  sixteen  years. 
We  have  a  nice  place  and  have  a  fine 
school.  I  am  in  the  Sixth  grade  and 
have  to  study  seven  books. 

We  surely  did  have  a  fine  association 
here  about  two  weeks  ago.  I  am  glad  to 
say  I  enjoyed  it  One  of  my  little  friends 
from  Alton,  Ala.,  visited  me.  She  is  also 
a  section  foreman's  daughter  and  we  cer- 
tainly had  a  fine  time. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  I  will  not 
write  too  much.  I  hope  it  will  escape 
the  waste  basket  and,  if  it  does,  I  will 
come  again. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  every  success, 
I   renoain,   Sincerely  yours, 

Matme  Foster. 

Texline,  Tex. 


Shenandoah,  Va. 

Hello,  girl  and  boy  readers!  I  have 
just  finished  reading  the  Journal  and  en- 
joyed the  letters  very  much.  I  have  two 
brothers;  one  works  in  yard  and  the 
other  on  section,  and  both  belong  to  the 
Brotherhood.  We  live  about  one-quarter 
of  a  mile  from  town  and  there  are  six 
churches  there.  It  has  been  very  cold 
here  for  the  past  few  days.  I  don't  see 
any  letters  in  the  Advocate  from  the 
Shenandoah  people.  I  cannot  see  why, 
because  most  of  the  people  in  our  town 
can  write.  I  read  lots  of  letters  from 
other  places  but  none  from  here.  Wake 
up  folks  and  get  to  work  for  the  Advo- 
cate. 

Well,  I  think  I  have  written  enough  for 
this  time.    Tours  truly.      Cabbie  Dean. 


Dear  Advocate  Readers : 

I  am  ashamed  for  not  having  written  to 
the  dear  old  Advocate  sooner.  I  just  got 
back  from  a  long  bicycle  ride.  My  chum 
is  Just  learning  to  ride  and  I  certainly 
have  fun  watching  her  try  to  start.  I  en- 
joy riding  very  much.  I  do  hope  the  fore- 
men will  get  a  raise  in  their  wages.  Don't 
you  all?  I  go  to  school  every  day  and 
hope  to  make  the  seventh  grade  by 
Christmas.  I  am  in  a  play  we  are  going 
to  have  here  Christmas.  We  have  the 
books  all  ordered.    I  love  to  be  in  plays. 

If  this  escapes  the  waste  basket,  I  will 
try  again. 

Wishing   the   Brotherhood   and    Auxil- 
iary much  success,  I  remain. 
Tours  sincerely, 

Annie  Powell. 


J     A.    RICHMOND   AND  GANG.   C.   &  O.   RY. 
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St.  Loui8»  Mo.,  Oct.  19.  1911. 
Mr.  S.  J.  Pegg,  Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  I  am  pleased 
to  inform  yon  that  the  Style  "D"  Piano 
you  ordered  for  me  from  the  P.  A.  Starck 
Piano  Company  of  Chicago  is  a  beautiful 
instrument  It  was  played  on  by  Profes- 
sor Hubert  Bauersachs  of  St  Louis,  the 
well-known  yiolinist  pianist  and  com- 
poser,  who  pronounced  it  to  be  well  made 
and  the  tone  rich  and  brilliant  I  am 
more  than  pleased  with  it,  and  will  take 
pleasure  in  recommending  the  Starck 
Piano  to  my  friends. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Alex.  Gibb. 
•  a» 

TRACKMEN'S  STRIKE  OFF; 

SPINELESS  FELLOWS  FLUNK 

They  Fled  at  the  First  Blast  From  the 
Arrogant  Official's  Trumpet — Letter 
Sent  Out  by  President  Lowe  Yester- 
day— Men  Go  Back. 

The  trackmen's  strike  on  the  Lacka- 
wanna road  was  called  off  yesterday.  The 
leaders  found  that  it  was  impossible  to 
wrest  victory  from  the  clutch  of  the  dom- 
inant Truesdale  and  his  flunkies,  sup- 
ported by  spineless  workmen  who  have 
cowered  under  the  lash  of  corporate  greed 
for  a  good  many  years.  Treachery  on  the 
part  of  some  of  those  who  said  they 
would  stand  firm  and  support  the  com- 
mittee composed  of  their  fellow  workmen 
is  responsible  for  the  loss  of  the  strike. 
This,  in  addition  to  the  lackies  hired  by 
the  corporation  to  do  the  bidding  of  the 
arrogant  official  who  would  not  submit 
the  questions  at  issue  to  arbitration,  won 
the  day  for  the  corporation  that  made 
over  40  per  cent  dividends  last  year. 

President  Lowe,  a  remarkably  clever 
man,  and  Vice-President  Powers  were 
here  for  a  few  weeks,  and  did  all  in  their 


power  to  bring  about  an  understanding 
with  the  arrogant  officials  of  the  nil- 
road  and  the  spineless  slaves  who 
turned  at  the  first  blast  from  tbe 
"high  monkey  monk's"  trumpet  and 
went  back  to  work.  The  letter  whicb 
President  Lowe  sent  out  yesterday  con- 
tains a  good  msaiy  sorrow  pangg,  and 
while  he  does  not  scold  or  admonish  tbe 
men  for  their  cowardly  action,  it  is  eri- 
dent  that  he  is  a  very  mnch  disappointed 
man.  The  spineless  fellows  did  not  pos- 
sess the  manhood  to  say  they  would  not 
strike.  They  said  they  would  strike  and 
got  other  good  men  to  poke  their  heads 
into  the  halter.  It  is  but  another  in- 
stance of  cowardly  perfidy.  Ton  cannot 
do-  much  for  cringing  fellows  who  are 
afraid  to  say  their  lives  are  their  own. 
Who  knows  but  many  of  them  while  t^ 
Ing  their  fellow  men  they  would  strilte 
if  their  Just  demands  were  not  granted, 
that  they  were  telling  the  detectives  ol 
the  company  that  they  would  not  strike. 
Perhaps  this  is  what  made  Truesdale  and 
his  factotums  so  bold  and  daring.— Pron 
The  Scrantonian,  Oct  1. 
»<>• 

Bad,  Isn't  It? 

"There  seems  to  be  a  strange  affinity 
between  a  darky  and  a  chicken.  I  won- 
der ^why?"  said  Jones. 

"Naturally  enough."  replied  Brown. 
"One  is  descended  from  Ham  and  tlte 
other  from  eggs." 

Blessed  are  they  who  have  the  gifts  (A 
making  friends,  for  it  is  one  of  God*s  best 
gifts.  It  involves  many  things,  hut  above 
all  the  power  of  going  out  of  one's  self 
and  seeing  and  appreciating  whatever  is 
noble  and  loving  in  another. 

The  trouble  with  most  people  who  do  a 
kind  act  is  that  they  throw  all  crusts  on 
the  water  and  expect  to  get  frosted  ansel- 
cake  in  return. 
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SOUND  ADVICE  FROM  A  JUDGE. 


By  Albert  S.  Eylar, 
County  Judge,  El  Paso,  Texas. 

Labor  unions  are  of  natural  growth. 
Tbey  need  no  artificial  stimulation  to 
keep  them  alive,  and  they  will  live  as  long 
as  the  present  civilization  flourishes. 

Prior  to  the  civil  war,  labor  unions 
were  not  prominent  in  this  country.  At 
that  time  a  man  didn't  have  to  work  for 
some  other  man,  unless  he  wanted  to. 
There  were  millions  of  fertile  acres  open 
for  homesteads,  and  if  he  didn't  like  his 
Job  he  could  quit  and  homestead  160 
acres;  Every  man  had  the  opportunity  to 
be  his  own  master.  This  has  been  true  of 
all  new  countries.  Many  years  ago  when 
Australia  was  a  new  land  an  English 
gentleman  named  Peel  anchored  on  the 
west  coast  with  $250,000  worth  of  sup- 
plies and  3,000  colonists,  whose  destinies 
he  proposed  to  benevolently  guide  and 
controL  But  the  soil  was  fertile,  the 
climate  mild,  and  his  colonists  scattered 
from  him,  leaving  poor  Mr.  Peel  without 
a  maid  servant  to  sweep  his  house  or  a 
man  servant  to  black  his  shoes  or  chop 
his  wood  or  carry  him  water  from  the 
spring.  Since  then  Australia  has  be- 
come civilized.  And  in  this  country  the 
avenues  of  escape  to  the  soil  have  been 
closed,  and  the  workingmen  have  been 
left  hemmed  in,  backed  up  against  the 
wall  to  fight  it  out  as  they  best  can.  And 
when  they  rally  in  groups,  as  they  have 
done,  and  fight  shoulder  to  shoulder  be- 
hind the  banners  of  their  organizations, 
they  are  but  following  natural  lav;\3,  guid- 
ed by  the  instincts  of  self-preservation. 

Higher  wages  on  one  side,  bigger  divi* 
dends  on  the  other.  On  the  one  side  men 
fighting  for  wages  so  that  they  can  keep 
their  children  in  school,  own  their  homes, 
and  enjoy  some  of  the  pleasures  of  life 
as  they  pass  through  it;  on  the  other  side 
stockholders  clamoring  for  dividends, 
bearing  down  on  the  superintendent  of 
the  plant  with  pressure  enough  to  make 
any  ordinary  manager  get  down  on  his 
knees  and  pray  for  labor  that  will  work 
for  60  cents  a  day  from  sun  to  sun.  And 
as  the  impartial  patriot  views  this  strug- 
gle, let  hfm  remember  that  the  strength 


of  a  nation  is  measured,  not  by  the  reck- 
less extravagance  of  its  aristocracy,  but 
by  the  sturdy  manhood  of  those  who  toil. 

When  Napoleon  faced  the  armies  of 
Europe,  led  by  their  counts  and  dukes, 
who  believed  a  worklngman  incapable  of 
leading,  only  fit  to  follow,  he  would  hurl 
at  them  a  marshal  who  was  the  son  of  a 
cooper,  or  a  marshall  who  was  the  son  of 
a  butcher,  or  another  bom  of  a  market 
gardener,  and  they  would  cut  their  way 
through  the  effete  aristocracy  of  Europe 
as  if  it  were  so  much  carrion. 

Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  that  all  the 
great  books,  all  the  great  songs,  all  the 
great  inventions,  come  from  the  sturdy 
middle  classes?  Not  one  from  the  scum 
of  society,  not  one  from  its  dregs.  En- 
large that  field;  enlarge  the  independence 
of  the  worklngman,  and  you  enlarge  the 
glory  and  honor  of  the  nation;  narrow 
it  and  the  nation  is  doomed.  The  gov- 
ernment that  stifies  labor  is  choking  it- 
self to  death.  ^ 

It  is  true  there  are  instances  where 
labor  has  become  tyrannical  and  demand- 
ed more  than  its  share.  We  all  make  mis- 
takes. But  where  you  find  individual  in- 
stances of  labor  tyranny,  you  will  find 
whole  nations  where  the  prayer  of  the 
employer  for  peons  and  slaves  has  been 
answered,  where  they  are  working  men 
from  sun  to  sun  for  50  cents  a  day,  and 
even  less.  And  what  kind  of  countries 
are  they?    Who  wants  to  live  in  them? 

The  principles  for  which  you  are  con- 
tending are  right,  but  that  does  not  in- 
sure their  success.  There  never  was  a 
more  stupendous  fallacy  than  the  prop- 
osition that  virtue  is  its  own  reward  and 
that  right  will  eventually  triumph.  It  is 
the  same  as  saying  that  a  good  man  can 
eventually  whip  a  bad  man;  that  all  the 
good  man  has  to  do  is  to  be  calm  and  pa- 
tient and  in  some  way  he  will  win  the 
fight.  If  he  places  his  reliance  on  such  a 
proposition,  he  will  have  his  face  battered 
in  and  that  will  be  all  there  is  to  it. 

History  is  covered  with  the  wreckage  of 
labor  movements  that  have  gone  to  pieces 
on  the  rocks  of  treachery  and  incom- 
petency. You  have  the  numbers  on  your 
side,  it  is  true.  Tou  have  the  weight. 
So  has  an  ox  more  weight  than  a  half- 
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dozen  men,  but  a  child  will  fence  him  In 
the  pasture  and  tie  him  to  the  fodder  in 
his  trough.  Yet  weight  counts  If  it  has 
Intelligence  behind  it.  A  few  men  can 
meet  in  a  back  office  and  lay  plans  that 
will  deprive  the  Ignorant  thousands  of 
their  rights.  They  know  how  to  get  re- 
sults. They  know  how  to  influence  leg- 
islation, how  to  control  the  news,  how  to 
direct  public  opinion.  They  know  what 
wires  to  pull.  Can  you  match  their 
shrewdness?  Is  your  intelligence  equal 
to  theirs?  These  are  more  Important 
questions  to  consider  than  statistics  of 
your  growth,  even  should  you  show  that 
you  outnumber  the  opposition  two  to  one. 
It  is  a  fact  that  organized  labor  is  re- 
taining more  and  more  of  its  strong  men 
in  Its  ranks.  Years  ago,  men  were  con- 
stantly breaking  out  of  the  labor  class  to 
become  masters  of  small  plants  of  their 
own.  The  trusts  are  stopping  that  prac- 
tice. After  a  two  days'  cross-examination 
of  the  President  of  the  Miners'  Federa- 
tion by  one>>f  the  greatest  lawyers  liv- 
ing, the  lawyer  admitted  that  he  had  met 
his  equal.  These  are  the  kind  of  men 
that  the  unions  are  developing,  and  In 
them  rests  the  hope  of  the  future.  They 
are  firm,  patient,  honorable  men,  whose 
intelligence  can  match  any  that  money 
can  hire.  Their  word  is  as  good  a?  their 
bond.  They  keep  their  contracts.  The> 
are  not  striving  to  force  all  the  principle 
of  unionism  into  full  growth  in  one 
night,  like  a  mushroom,  but  rather  as  an 
oak  they  would  see  it  gain  strength  day 
by  day,  throwing  its  roots  down  deep  into 
the  soil  of  public  approval,  until  at  last 
it  stands  firm  and  immovable  in  the  re- 
spect of  the  people,  unshaken  by  the  blasts 
of  malice  or  of  short-sighted  greed — Am. 
Federationist. 

He  Didn't  Forget 

One  day  a  Mr.  Floyd  Tuggles,  of  Gal- 
latin, Mo.,  asked  the  ticket  agent  at  a 
certain  railroad  station  if  the  3:30  local 
was  likely  to  arrive  on  time.  He  was 
told  by  the  agent  to  "guess  for  himself." 
Mr.  Tuggles,  nourishing  his  wrath,  went 
his  way. 

At  the  next  election  Mr.  Tuggles  was 


elected  to  the  Missouri  Legislature,  and. 
as  became  the  now  Hon.  Floyd  Tuggles. 
he  remembered  the  "guess  for  himaeir 
answer  of  the  station  agent  and  promptly 
introduced  a  bill  which  imposes  a  fifty.- 
dollar  fine  on  any  station  agent  in  Mis- 
souri who  fails  to  give  a  prompt  and  re- 
spectful answer  to  any  question  concern- 
ing the  movement  of  trains,  no  matter 
whether  Uie  inquiry  is  made  in  person 
or  by  telephone.  The  bumptious  agent 
who  mfHed  the  feelings  of  the  Hon.  Tog- 
gles probably  realizes  by  this  time  that 
the  last  laugh  is,  in  most  cases,  the 
heartier  one  and  lasts  longer. 

Kindness  of  Silence. 

The  kindness  of  silence  is  something 
we  might  all  bestow  much  oftener  thaa 
we  do.  Granted  that  we  do  not  indulge 
in  scandal,  that  when  we  know  of  the 
distress  and  humiliation  that  has  befalloi 
a  friend's  household  in  the  wrong-doing 
of  one  of  its  members  we  tell  the  t^e 
only  pityingly  and  with  every  extenuat- 
ing circumstance,  yet  why  tell  it  at  all? 
If  it  were  one  of  our  beloved  that  bad 
stumbled  into  sin  and  disgrace,  if  our 
home  had  been  rent  with  bitterness  and 
dissension,  would  we  not  bless  the  frioid- 
ship  that  so  far  as  possible  closed  Its 
eyes  and  sealed  its  lips,  and  that  ooald 
be  trusted  not  to  repeat  what  it  perftnct 
bad  seen  and  heard?  Surely  this  is  a 
place  where  the  Golden  Rule  might  have 
much  wider  practice  than  it  has— ^ 
shielding  of  others  by  silence  as  we  woald 
have  our  own  shielded. — ^J.  R.  Miller,  la 
The  Steam  Fitter. 

•  o* 
Relic  of  Slavery  Effaced. 

Washington,  Sept.  2. — ^Biaintenanoe  of 
Way  Employes  on  the  Georgia  Railway, 
who,  according  to  the  statement  of  Pres- 
ident Lowe  of  that  organization  (the 
Maintenance  of  Way  Employes  Union), 
have  been  working  from  sunrise  to  son- 
set,  have  gained  a  notable  victory.  In 
the  future  they  will  work  10  hours  a  day. 
The  concession  was  gained  after  a  sh<»t 
conference  between  officials  of  the  union 
and  the  railroad  company. 
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NOTICE    OF    REGULAR    ASSESSMENT    NO.    170, 
DUE     NOVEMBER    1,    1911 


OFFICE  OF  GEAND  LODGE, 

Vanol  Building, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  1, 1911, 


} 


In  accordance  with  Section  1, 
Article  XIV,  of  the  Constitution, 
Regular  Assessment  No.  179  is 
due  November  1,  1911,  payable 
not  later  than  Decernber  5,  1911. 
All  who  were  members  of  the  In- 
surance Department  prior  to  No- 
vember 5,  1911,  are  required  to 
pay  this  assessment  on  or  before 
December  5,  1911. 


The  following  rates  will  apply  from  January  1,  1909.  All  certificates 
issued  prior  to  January  1,  1909,  will  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  at 
the  same  rates  as  heretofore. 


On  1260  Certificates. 

From  18  to  21  years  of  age  25  cents. 


"   21  "  25   " 

"  30   • 

"   25  "  30  " 

"  35   ' 

"   30  "  35   " 

"  40   ' 

"   35  "  40   " 

"  45   ' 

"   40  "  45   " 

"  50   • 

"   45  "  50   " 

"  55   ' 

"   50  "  55   " 

"  60   ' 

On  $600  Oertlflcates. 

From  18  to  35  years  of  age  50  cents 

"      35  "  40      "  "60      " 

"      40  "  45      "  "    75      " 

"    45  "  SO     "  "    $1.00 

On  11.000  CerUflcates. 

From  18  to  35  years  of  age $1.00 

"     35  "  40     "        "      1.25 


40  "  45 


1.50 


Fraternally  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 


^QRANOSEC-TREASr 

f  aklie  all  Money  Orders  and  Drafts  payable  to  SAMUEL  ).  PECC 
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''AND  A  LITTLE  CHILD 

SHALL  LEAD   THEM" 


Children  Become  ''Ministering  Angels** 
to  Three  Hungry,  Hopeless  and 
Homeless  Newsboys. 


Washington,  Sept  2.— ^Tlred.  hungry 
and  thoroughly  discouraged.  Tommy 
Qoldy,  Joe  Fenton  and  Daye  Finnsrman, 
were  booted  off  a  freight  train  at  Bllza 
beth,  N.  J.,  while  attempting  to  trayel 
from  New  York  to  Philadelphia.  They 
were  "only  newsies;"  their  faces  and 
hands  were  begrimed  with  railroad  dust; 
their  clothing  bore  evidence  of  travel  and 
much  service,  and  their  pinched  faces  sug- 
gested a  long  time  between  meals.  It 
was  found  later  that  they  had  had  noth* 
lug  to  eat  for  more  than  24  hours  and 
their  diets  had  been  exceedingly  light  for 
a  week  or  more.  Stranded  in  a  strange 
country,  the  lads  were  in  despair  when 
"ministering  angels"  appeared  In  the  per- 
sons of  two  Elizabeth  newsboys,  who 
provided  a  hearty  meal,  lodging  for  the 
night  and  money  to  take  them  to  Phil- 
adelphia  by  trolley.    The  three  wander- 


ers were  members  of  an  organization  of 
newsboys  in  Philadelphia.  Their  bene- 
factors were  members  of  the  EUizabetli 
Newsboys  Club.  The  latter  exhibited 
the  true  spirit  of  unionism,  and  this  old 
world  would  be  made  brighter  and  better 
if  the  spirit  of  the  Elizabeth  children  be- 
came more  generaL 

K> 

When  a  man  finds  a  lone  nickel  in  his 
pocket  for  carfare  downtown  In  the  morn- 
ing it's  a  sign  that  his  wife  is  interested 
in  frenzied  finance." — Exchange, 
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WORKERS  UNION 


UNIOIW^AMP 

factory 


NAMED  SHOES  ARE   FREQUENTLY 

MADE  IN  NON-UNION 

FACTORIES. 

DO  NOT  BUY  AHY  SHOE 

NO   MATTER   WHAT    ITS    NAME, 

UNLESS  IT  BEARS  A  PLAIN  AND 

READABLE  IMPRESSION  OF 


THIS  UNION  STAMP 

All  Shoes  without  the  UNION  STAMP  are  always  Non-Union 
Do  not  accept  any  excuse  for  Absence  of  the  UNION  STAMP 

BOOT  AND  SHOE  WORKERS  UNION  | 

246  Summer  Street,    -     BOSTON,  MASS. 


JOHN  F.  TOBIN, 
Pres. 


CHAS.  L.  PAINE. 
Sec.-Trea». 


.;...|i..t...I...t...t...t...Hi..I...|...|...|...|..|..  I    .|  .l.\.  I  .1  .f.-I-^l- 


[ore  Glove  Value 

-more  comfort — more  protection — 
ore  of  everything  that  you  want, 
)u  get  in 

^SBESTOL 

G^loves  and  Mittens 

ide  from   Eisendrath's   Celebrated   Horsehide, 
leather  that  successfully  withstands   tests  of 
»t,  steam,  cinders  and  washing. 

^'Asbestor*  Gloves  are  cut  on  correct  pat- 
terns to  insure  perfect  fit,  are  sewed  with  triple 
cord  thread,  lock-stitched, 
reinforced  where  wear  is 
hardest.  Specially  de- 
signed for  railroad  use. 


If  your  dealer  hasn't  "ASBESTOL"  Gloves  write  qs. 
We   will    tee  you   supplied   through  him  or  another. 


eiSCNDRATH*S 

CCLCDRATCD 

HORS£  HIDC 


EISENDRATH  GLOVE  COMPANY,  »S^  CHICAGO 


J 


FREE   TO    THE    RUPTURED 

STUART'S  PLAS-TR-PADS  are  a  wonder- 
ful new  treatment  for  rupture,  curinsr  aa 
they  do  the  worst  forms  in  the  privacy  of 
the  home.  Bein?  SELF-ADHESIVE,  pur- 
posely to  hold  without  straps,  buckles  or 
•prlnsrs.  No  truss.  Plapao  Laboratories. 
Block  74,  St,  Louis,  Mo.,  is  sending  FREE 
trial  of  Plapao.  Write  for  this  marvelous 
cure. 


Doni  Wear  a  Truss 


$TiARrSPUSTI  MIS«»« 

V     firom  tbetruM,  belug  mtdlolac  •ppli* 


u»  liold  th«  parti  aaourelj 

|H«  tUApa,  bookies  or  ■pnt 

Dot  tap.MCMaai  efaaftor  eempreas 

'•calnit  tb«  paMo  bono.    The  imM 

obatinata  o««ea  tmni,     Tbottaaadi 

hare  ■aeoaMfoIlT  trmtod  themielTM 

At  hooM  without  hlDdrsnee  from  work.  Soft  m  «•!« 

ipptj    lewpetlro.    Awarded  Oold 

It  of  reeorerr  U  natural,  M  BO  ftirther 

uMfbrmus.  WcprwvawhatwefajbjBeiid- 

A^M  ADAA    ^  J°^  '^'^  ^  Plapao  abeo* 

Uf  ^  rbUnm     lately  FBII.     WHiTtOIIAT. 


The  wage-workers  of  Canada  will  now 
have  the  opportunity  cf  observing  the 
difference  between  the  Conservative 
party  in  opposition  and  the  Conservative 
party  as  the  custodian  of  the  govern- 
mental powers. — The  Voice, 


The  Brotherhood  Badge. 

The  multiple  badge  Ulustrated  In  aa 
exact  reproduotion  of  the  badge  adopted 
at  New  Orleans,  and  is  made  up  of  satin- 
faced,  gros-grain,  tri-colored  ribbon  with 
lettering  la  gold  leaf  on  one  side,  which 
Is  used  for  parade  purposes.  The  reverse 
side  is  black  with  silver  letters,  and  is 
used  for  funeral  purposes;  edged  trim* 
med  in  best  gold  fringe  and  the  bottom 
with  gold  bullion.  The  metallic  portion 
can  be  detached  from  the  ribbon  and 
used  for  Lodge  purposes,  thus  giving  a 
badge  for  all  occasions.  The  metal  is  sil- 
ver ozidiced;  the  lettering  on  metal  parts 
is  black  er  whlta  celluloid,  and  is  a  hand- 
some and  attractive  badge  in  every  re- 
spect On  the  top  title  bar  is  name  and 
number  of  lodge  and  on  the  lower  bar 
name  of  officer  or  member,  while  the 
medallion  shows  the  emblem  of  the  Or- 
ganisation in  colors  on  celluloid. 

The  price  of  these  badges  is  for  B«t  of 
ten  officers' badges,  97;  members'  badges, 
76  cents  ekch  singly,  or  $8.40  per  dosen, 
when  ordered  in  dozen  lots.  Address  all 
orders  to  BAMXJJBL  J.  PEOO, 

Vanol  Bldg.,  St  Louis,  Mo. 
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THIS  IS  AN  ILLUSTRATION 
OF  OUR  LATEST 
FOB,   FULL  SIZE 


Oxidized  silver  finish.  The  same 
is  different  from  our  last  fob. 
Each  branch  of  M.  of  W.  is  repre- 
sented on  the  new  fob.  The  strap 
is  calfskin  especially  prepared  for 
fob  straps.  The  price  is  40  cents 
each  or  $4.00  per  dozen  by  regis- 
tered mail.    Address  all  orders  to 

SAMUEL  J.  PEGG,  Scc^y-Trcas. 

Vanol  Bldg.,  3900  Olive  St. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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MAINTE^VANCB  OF  WAY   STANDARDS. 
By   F.  A.   i^iiilth. 

Containing  In  one  handy  volume  the  present  rules  and  practice  In  the  Road 
Pepartnients  of  the  principal  American  railuajs.  Over  300  illustralionB.  Size  5^x7** 
inches. 

Price,   $1.50  net,   postpaid. 

PRAC'TICAL  SWITCH  WORK. 
By   D.  II.  l.ovcll. 

An  Instructor  and  puide  for  Iloadmasiers.  .S.-rtion  Foremen  and  Con.«=trurii-n 
Foremen.  The  contents  include  chajUers  on  C.ein-ral  Turn-Outs.  Stub  and  Si-lit 
Switches.  Analysi.s  of  Curves,  and  a  lar^;^'  number  of  tables  for  the  (juick  and  cor- 
rect construction  of  any  switch.     Cl»)th.    174   paK^.'s.   4'4x6U   inches. 

I'rice,    $0.7;')    net,   postpaid. 

RAILWAY   CIRVES. 
By  F.  A.  Smith,  M.  K.  C.  K. 

Thl.«<  book  Is  written  especially  for  practical  trarkmon  who  desire  a  i^uide  so  ihut 
they  may  become  better  a<'(iuainted  with  the  elementary  principles  of  railway  lurvH 
and  to  enablt^  them  to  adjust  thoir  curves  satisfactorily  independent  of  the  civil 
onKlneer.  .Ml  complicated  formula  or  <'al(  uhit  ions  have  been  omitted  in  order  ui 
produce  this  practical  work.  Cloth,  4x6  V|  in<hfs:  50  pages,  including  tables  and 
diagrams. 

Price,   $1.00   net,   postpaid. 

THE  TRACK  LIEN'S    HELPER. 
RevlMe«l  20th  Century  Edlllon. 

A  practical  puide  for  American  Trackmen.  Thirtieth  Thousand.  3D0  pages:  fully 
illustrated;  514x71^  Inches. 

Price,   $1.50   net,  postpaid. 

STANDARD  Tl  R\-OlTS  0.\  AMERICAN  RAILROADS. 
By  F.  A.  Smith,  C.  E.  M.  E. 

A  practical  handbook  for  Roadmasters  and  Track  Foremen.  A  new.  hatidv  r«if- 
#»rence  volume — ^IvinR  drawing:s  of  Standard  Split  and  Stub  Switches,  and  full  de- 
scriptive details  arranged  for  convenience  and  ready  reference  when  putting  ia 
Switches. 

THE  O.VLY  BOOK  OF  THE  KIND   PI  BLISHEO. 

Leather,   4Vjx7'>4    inches,   41    papres. 
Price,   $1.00  net,  postpaid. 

ROBERTS*  Rt'LES  OF  ORDER. 

ROBERTS*  RT'I.ES  OF  OIlDF^It  having  been  readopted  by  our  Boston  Conventlor 
to  govern  the  T'arllamentary  Practices  of  our  Brothorhood.  will  be  furnished  to  ou: 
members  upon  receipt  of  the  price  of  75  CENTS  VOn  EACH  COPY. 

BACKBONE. 
A   Bouncer   fur  the  Biuea. 

Hints  for  the  prevention  of  Jelly-spine  curvature  and  mental  squirii. 
A  straight-up  antidote  for  the  blues  and  a  straight-ahead  sure  cure  for 
the    grouch.     Twenty   ThouM«nd   Copies   .*Solil   and    Not   One  Returned. 

The   Optimism   and    Healthy   Good    Cheer   of  Backbone   gives  the  Ir.- 

splratlon  to  look  on  the  "sunny  side  of  things."     Everyone  needs  a  little 

encouragement  at   times  and   all   will   benefit   by   its   reading.     Backb<jr.? 

contains   over    SO   pages   of   gloom-dispelling    philosophy,    the   best   of  ihr 

"Keep-a-Pushing"    poetry    and    hundreds    of    remarkably    good    saying.* 

mottoes   and   aphorisms    of   our   ablest    men.      .\     few     of     the     Backbone 

Bracers   are    the   chapters   on   Character.    Cheerfulness,    Purpose,   Succes^ 

Opportunity,     Prr)gress,     Worry,      Persistence,      Self-lmin'ovement,     Training.     Lii^l* 

'I'hings.  Courag»\  Self-Confidence.   Mistakes,  Thoroughness,   Enemies,   Love,  CriticiiC 

Duty,  Work,  and  a  dozen  other  subjects. 

These    ch.ipters    are    introduced    with    splendid    original    articles    by    Dr.    W.  C 

Abbott.  Dr.  C.oorge  F.  Butler.  J.  r>.  Albright,  A.  S.  Burdick,  W.  F.  Waugh.  and  oth^r.« 

Eighty  pagv's  printed  attractivelv  in  two  colors  and  tied  with  silk  ribbon.     Pr^c* 

In  art  Vtindini;,  50  cents  each.     De  Luxe,  limp  brown  leather  copies.  $1.00  each.  Termi 

cash   with  order.     Money  bacl<   if  not  satisfied.     Special   prices  on   quantities. 

The  above  books  are  the  very  best  of  their  kind  in  the  market  and  cati  b* 
highly  recommended  by  the  Editor.  A  supply  has  been  obt^ip^d  and  are  for  m'" 
at  the  prices  named  for  each.  Send  in  your  orders,  remitting:  by  express  or  pos- 
office  money  order,  cash  or  postage  stamps.     Address  all  orders  4o 

Samuel   Jf.   F^egg 

39 00  Olive  Street  St.  I^ouls,  Mo. 

ninitized  bv  VJ  0^*7  ^ 


STARCK 

PIANOS 

li  PLAYER  PIANOS 

I'll  Make  It  Easy  for  You  to  Own  One 
And  Save  $100  to  $200  on  Cost! 

What  I  have  done  for  others  I  will  do  for  you.  Where 
we  have  no  representative  I  will  send  you  a  Handsome 
Starck  Puino  on  30  Days*  FREE  TRIAL  in 
Your  Own  Home,  all  at  my  risk,  and  without  obligation  on  your  part  in 
advance.     Yon  will  be  delighted  with  the  piano  and  yon  will  want  to  keep  it. 


If  you  do  not  find  it  the  sweet- 
est toned*  handsomest,  best- 
finished,  best-made  and  high- 
est-trade piano  you  have  ever 
seen  and  fully  equal  to  best  and 
highaet- priced  piano  mafle,  it 
ma^  be  returned  and  I  will  pay 
freight  both  ways.  I  will  use 
yon  right* 


I  will  select  the  piano  personally 

for  you  and  take  much  pleasure  in 
accommodating  you  as  to  terms, 
giving  you  any  reasonable  tinic  in 

which  to  pay  for  the  instrument.  I 
make  it  extremely  simple  and  easy 
for  you  to  deal  with  me,  no  matter 
where  you  live.  Send  today  for  my 
handsome  printed  matter. 


The 

STARCK 
Piano 

sinj;s  its  own 
praise — it  does 
not  need  a  "sil- 
vcry-tongued'* 
salesman  to  ex- 
tol its  many 
good  points. 
Lctmcsave  you 
money  on  a  sam* 
pic  instrument. 


P.  A.  Starck  Piano  Co., 

Chicago.  Ills. 
GetUletnen:^!  have  received  a  letter  from 
my  friends  stating  that  they  are  "tickled 
to  death**  over  the  piano  receiyed  recently. 
They  found  it  O.  K.  and  advised  me  to  for- 
ward checkat  once  as  they  waive  the  10-day 
trial ~ pleased  at  a  glance— "love at  first 
sight"  as  it  were.  I  don't  see  how  you  can 
afford  to  make  so  fine  an  instrument  at  so 
low  a  price.  Thanking  you.  I  remain. 
REV.  CHAS.  B.  MIBHL. 

Okawville.  111. 


The 

STARCK 
Piano 

IS  fully  warran- 
ted for  25  years, 
but  it  lasts  a  life* 
time.  C&*  Send 
for  my  Special 

Ad^ortlainA  I  if 
troduetory  Offer 
to  FIrat  Buyers 
In  newlooalltiea. 

y'yow  hare  an  organ 
will  make  a  librral 
allovDonce  for  it. 


CT*  A  "D  /^  "IT  PLAYER 
91il.l\ljlJV  PIANOS 
M AKB  PIANISTS  OF  US  AXL 

If  interested,  send  for  our  Special 
Catdogue  and  Prices* 

NEW  PIANOS 
ULtii:^  $135  and  up! 

USED  PIANOS 
$10.00  and  up! 

Church  and  Parlor  Organs 

—  ALX,  STTLES  AND  PRICES  — 


CUT  OUT  THIS  COUPON  AND  MAIL  TODAY 


: 


I  P.  A.  STARCK.  President  P.  A.  Starck  Piano  Co..  ChicaAo.  HI. 

•  (207-a09  WabMh  Avenue)  } 

;      Please  send  me  full  particulars  of  your  Special  AdvcrtieinA  Introductory  Offer  { 

;  to  First  Bnyers.  with  handsome  printed  matter,  book  of  testimonials,  etc.  | 

I  Nama 


I  P.O.Address Sute. 

I  I  saw  this  ad  in  the 


R.  F.  D. 


P.  A.  STARCK  PIANO  CO.,  Chicago,  111. 

Executive  Offices  and  Warerooms,  211-212  So.  Wabash  Ave.    Dept.     ^^ 
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THIS    FINE    GOLD-FILLED    WATCH 

Either  open  fac«  or  cloied  case,  warranted 
to  wear  10  years,  fitted  with  a  Standard 
MoTement,  guaranteed  to  keep  good  time. 
Sent  to  yon  prepaid  for  %LH.  Try  It.  test  It 
and  If  not  satisfactory  return  It  and  we  will  re- 
fund your  money.     Write  for  our  Bargain  I^Ist 

O.  R.  THURSTON  SUPPLY  CO. 
n  Banolst  BIdg.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 


A    Brotherhood    Emblem 


The  above  cut  is  of  a  solid  gold  em- 
blem designed  and  used  entirely  by  our 
late  lamented  President  John  T.  Wilson. 
The  bar  and  pendant  are  of  solid  gold, 
the  pendant  faced  with  beautiful  white, 
hard  enamel;  on  the  bar  the  name  of 
owner  is  engraved,  making  the  emblem  a 
Tery  ne&t  and  attractive  one.  \V«  have 
purchased  a.  quantity  of  them  and  can 
now  supply  them  delivered  at  any  post- 
office  in  Canada  or  the  United  States  by 
reffistered  mail  for  $3.25  each,  the  Cana- 
dian purchaser  to  pay  custom  charges, 
which  is  ^^^  included.  Address  all  or- 
ders to  SAMUBL  J.  PEGG, 
Vanol  Bldg.,  St  Louis,  Mo. 


12  Per  Cent  Dividend 

Did  You  Get  Your  Check  for  Last  Quarter? 
IF   NOT— WHY? 

THINK  THIS  OVSR— 

If  You  Own  a  Block  of  Stock  In 
This  Cori»oraUon  You  WiU  Get  Your 
Dividends   Promptly   Every    Quarter 

Get    In    Now  , 

THE    RAILWAY    REALTY    AND    INYEST- 
BfENT  COMPANY 

Incorporated  under  the  LAWS  of  the  State 
of  CALIFORNIA,  BY  and  FOR  the  2,347.000 
STEAM  AND  TROLLEY  RAILWAY  MEN  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  is  a  success. 

Can  you  save  |1.  $3  or  $5  a  month?  Or 
more  ? 

Yes!  THEN  "PUT  IT  AT  WORK."  INVEST 
IT  NOW  WITH  US,  and  It  will  prove  a 
friend  that  will  never  go  back  on  you.  IT 
WILL   NEVER    BE    BURNED   OR    I^OST. 

We  can  satisfy  you  that  we  can  make  your 
Dollar  EARN  YOU  ANOTHER  ONE--that's 
100%.     And  you  can  be  assured  of  a  profit. 

Be  one  of  the  MANY  In  a  railroad  man's 
Investment  Company,  BY  and  FOR  HIM 
AND    HIS'   INTEREST.     Look   -   Us  -   Up. 

We  can  sell  you  a  lot — Bungalow  home — a 
Business  Block — a  Ranch,  5  to  50,000  acres  of 
land.  WE  MAKE  YOUR  MONEY  EARN 
YOU    MORE    MONEY. 

Write  us  today  for  particulars. 

Railway  Really  and  iRvestmeiit  CompaRy 

Suite  279-280-831  I.  W.  HeUman  Bldir. 
The  Best  of  References        Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


HEELS  andCOUNTERS 

Save  Your  Shoe  Money— You  Who  Work 
in  Mines,  Quarries,  and  on  Farms 

Protect  your  shoes  where  the  wear  comes  hardest 
— and  they'll  wear  twice  as  lone. 

Metallic  Heels  are  lighter  than  leather  and  will 
outwear  the  shoes.  Don't  go  without  them.  .Your 
shoe  dealer  sells  them  ready  fitted  on  worlushoes. 
Or  your  cobbler  can  quickly  attach  them.    If  your 

dealer  isn't  supplied,  write  us.    Your  inquiry 
brings  booklet 


LAUQHLIN 

Foontain  Pen 


America's  most 
popular  and  widely 
known  Fountain 
Pen. 

Style  shown  on  left 
mounted  with  Ster- 
linir  Sliver  Filigree; 
style  on  right.  Pearl 
mounted  with  two 
handsome  gold 
bands,  8lxe  and  Style 
Similar  to  Cat. 

Either  of  these 
patterns  will  make  a 
8  p  1  e  ndld  practical, 
useful  present  for 
Lady  or  Gentleman 
for  any  occasion. 

Tour   choice   of 


THESE  TWO 

POPUUR 

STYLES 


Only    ^ 

Pott  paid  to  any  tddrett 


By  insured  mall  6 
cents  extra. 

Every  pen  ffaamn- 
teed  full  14  Kt.  solid 
gold,  and  satisfac- 
tory In  every  partic- 
ular. 

Try  the  pen  a 
week;  if  you  do  not 
find  it  as  represent- 
ed, a  better  value 
than  you  can  secure 
for  double  our  price 
in  any  other  make, 
return  It  and  we  will 
refund  your  money. 
In  ordering,  state 
whether  fine,  me- 
dium or  coarse  point 
is  desired. 

Beware  of  lml(a« 
tlons.  Insist  upon 
getting  the  Genuine 
Iau«:hlin»  advertised 
pen.  If  your  dealer 
will  not  supply  you, 
refuse  the  substitute 
and  order  dlreot 
from  us. 

Give  us  the  name 
of  your  dealer  that 
you  asked  to  show 
you  a  Launrhiln  pen, 
and  for  this  courtesy 
we  will  send  you 
free  of  charge  one  of 
our  new  safety 
pocket  fountain  pen 
holders.     Address 


UigUii  Mfg.  Co. 

7790ritwoldSt. 
DBTROIT.  MICH. 


The 
sterling  Mark 

on 

GLOVES 

AND 

MITTENS 


EISENDRATH'S 

CELEBRATED 

HORSE  HIDE 

The  "one  best  buy  "  in  gloves, 
because  they  wear  longest 
and  give  greatest  satisfaction 
—the  result  of  the  secret  tan- 
nage of  ''ASBESTOL" 
Eisendrath's  Celebrated 
Horsehide  which  makes  the 
leather  pliable— can  be 
washed  like  cloth  and  stand 
the  tests  of  steam^  heat 
and  cinders. 

Get  the  geniltine— that  which 
has  the  ''ASBESTOL" 
trade  mark  stamped  on  palm. 

If  not  at  your  dealer's  write  us. 
We'll  see  you  supplied  through  him 
or  some  other  dealer  and  send 
you  a  new  R.  R  time  book  free. 

EI8ENDRATH  GLOVE  CO. 

D«pt.   A  OhiMfo,  U.  S.  A. 


uigiTizea  oy 
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The  attention  of  the  Presidents 
and  Secretaries  of  all  Subordinate 
Lodges  is  called  to  the  fact  that,  in 
accordance  with  our  Constitution, 
an  audit  should  be  made  of  the 
books  of  each  Subordinate  Lodge 
and  a  certificate  mailed  to  the  Grand 
Secretary  Treasurer  signed  by  the 
Executive  Committee  and  over  the 
seal  of  the  lodge,  as  to  whether  the 
books  are  properly  balanced. 

We  have  to  make  a  report  to  the 
Bond  Company  when  applying  for 
a  renewal  of  the  bonds  for  1912,  as 
to  the  condition  of  the  books  dur- 
ing 1911.  Presidents  will  please  see 
to  it  that  this  is  done  promptly,  for 
unless  the  books  are  audited  and  a 
report  made  the  Bond  Company  will 
not    pay    for   any    shortage    found 

after  the  close  of  the  yekr. 
»o> 

Several  applications  have  been  re- 
ceived from  section  foremen  for  po- 
sitions, men  who  are  now  employed 
but  desire  to  change  their  location. 
Will  any  of  the  brothers  who  know 
of  vacancies  in  any  part  of  the  coun- 
try kindly  drop  a  card  to  the  editor, 
so  he  may  assist  these  brothers  in 
securing  employment  where  they 
will  be  better  suited  than  at  present? 


Our  Twenty-Fifth  Anniversary. 

November  25th  and  26th,  1911, 
marks  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  one  branch  of 
what  is  now  the  International 
Brotherhood  of  Maintenance  of 
Way  Employes,  viz.:  the  Brother- 
hood of  Railway  Section  Foremen, 
which  was  founded  at  La  Porte 
City,  Iowa,  by  a  few  section  fore- 
men and  bridgemen  who  gathered 
at  La  Porte  City,  Iowa;  and  with 
the  able  assistance  of  Brother  A. 
D.  Thurston  (who  had  a  short  time 
before  launched  the  Order  of  Rail- 
way Telegraphers  upon  the  sea  of 
troubled  waters),  they  drafted  their 
first  constitution  and  by-laws  and 
elected  their  first  set  of  officers  and 
established  an  official  organ,  "The 
Section  Foreman,"  which  has  since, 
after  various  changes,  merged  into 
"The  Roadmaster  and  Foreman." 
The  editor  attended  his  first  con- 
vention in  October,  1887,  which  con- 
vened at  the  Merchants'  Hotel  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  This  session  was  a 
very  stormy  one  and  resulted  in  the 
former  officers  being  ousted  from 
office  and  replaced  by  a  new  set.  The 
editor  Vas  elected  Grand  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  with  James  Sweeny,  of 
St.  Louis,  Grand  Chief  Foreman. 

The  organization  was  a  protective 
association,  so  far  as  insuraiicewas 
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concerned.  Each  member  was  com- 
pelled to  carry  insurance  in  the 
Brotherhood.  In  those  days  men 
employed  in  the  Track  Department 
were  better  known  as  Jerries  and  as 
a  rule  were  not  noted  for  their  edu- 
cational accomplishments,  we  found 
a  very  difficult  problem  ahead  to 
control  and  hold  together  the  men 
in  the  Track  Department. 

For  several  years  the  movement 
was  almost  stationary,  so  far  as  num- 
bers were  concerned.  We  would 
gain  in  number  in  one  term  and  the 
next  fall  back  again.  No  regular 
system  of  organizing  had  been 
reached  until  the  Toledo  Convention 
in  1889,  when  the  office  of  Grand  Or- 
ganizer was  created.  The  Grand 
Organizer,  under  the  instruction  of 
the  Grand  Chief  Foreman,  would 
marshal  his  forces  on  a  certain  road 
or  system.  Each  man,  under  the 
Grand  Organizer,  being  assigned  to 
a  particular  territory.  He  would  re- 
port fully  to  the  Grand  Organizer 
weekly,  or  oftener,  when  neecssary 
and  each  Monday  morning  each  or- 
ganizer on  that  particular  road  or 
system  would  receive  encourage- 
ment from  the  Grand  Organizer  in  a 
resume  of  the  work  done  by  the 
whole  force  on  the  road  during  the 
past  week,  which  they  would  use  as 
argument  with  the  men  whom  they 
met  up  with  to  show  what  was  be- 
ing accomplished. 

At  the  convention  of  1889  I  was 
elected  Grand  Chief  Foreman  and 
upon  my  return  from  the  convention 
found  a  letter  from  John  T.  Wilson, 
president  of  the  O.  R.  T.  M.,  with 
whom  I  had  been  corresponding  for 
some  time.  The  letter  stated  that  he 
had  come  from  Birmingham,  Ala.,  to 
Montreal,  Canada,  to  see  me  and  was 
sorry  that  I  had  been  away,  etc.  I  at 
once  wrote  Mr.  Wilson  and  advised 
him  of  my  election  to  the  office  of 
Grand  Chief  Foreman  with  M. 
O'Dowd  of  Kansas  City  as  Grand 
Secretary-Treasurer,  and  during  the 
interval  to  the  next  convention  many 


letters  passed  between  us  forming 
plans  for  the  amalgamation  of  the 
twp  organizations.  At  the  conven- 
tion of  1890,  in  my  annual  message 
to  our  delegates,  1  urged  the  advis- 
ability of  amalgamation,  giving  all 
the  data  I  had  gathered  during  the 
past  year  on  the  subject,  and  in  the 
discussion  of  officers'  reports,  the 
matter  was  argued  pro  and  con.  The 
great  bugaboo  with  our  members 
was  the  unhealthy  conditions  south, 
which  would  bankrupt  and  kill  our 
insurance  scheme.  The  color  line 
was  also  a  factor  (we  did  not  know 
our  southern  brothers  as  well  then 
as  now).  However,  after  dealing 
with  the  matter  for  tw*o  whole  days, 
a  committee  was  elected  to  go  into 
the  matter  thoroughly  and  report  at 
our  next  convention  in  1891. 

John  T.  Wilson  had  just  as  hard 
a  fight  with  his  members  south  as 
we  had  in  the  north  to  convince 
them  that  it  was  in  the  best  interest 
of  all  that  they  should  amalgamate, 
but  eventually,  they  also  appointed 
a  committee  to  investigate  and  re- 
port at  the  convention.  I  was  ^^ 
elected  Grand  Chief  Foreman,  and 
during  the  year  until  1891  conven- 
tion, I  kept  our  committee  busy. 
Three  months  before  our  convention 
I  asked  an  expression  of  opinion 
from  each  of  the  committee  as  to 
what  their  report  would  be  and  to 
my  surprise  found  they  were  unani- 
mous for  amalgamation.  I  lost  no 
time  in  advising  John  T.  Wilson, 
who  also  ascertained  that  his  com- 
mittee would  report  favorably,  so 
that  I  was  care  free  when  our  con- 
vention convened  in  Chicago.  Many 
of  our  delegates  opposed  the  report 
of  the  committee  being  adopted  and 
another  long  tedious  struggle  re- 
sulted. In  the  end  we  were  victor- 
ious by  a  slight  majority,  which  \y^^ 
afterwards  made  unanimous  upo« 
the  motion  of  one  of  the  most  bitter 
dissenters,  and  a  committee  of  five 
was  elected  to  complete  the  amalga- 
mation.    I  at  once  wired  John  T. 
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Wilson,  whom,  by  the  way,  I  had 
never  yet  met,  of  the  result  of  our 
action,  suggesting  a  joint  meeting  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  at  the  close  of  our 
convention.  Brother  Wilson  had 
also  succeeded  in  getting  his  conven- 
tion to  accept  anfalgamation  and  a 
committee  elected.  This  joint  com- 
mittee met  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  Oc- 
tober 13-15,  1891,  and  completed  the 
amalgamation  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Railway  Section  Foremen  of  Ameri- 
ca and  the  Order  of  Railway  Track- 
men of  America.  In  the  choosing  of 
officers  for  the  united  bodies,  the 
choice  was  left  to  John  T.  Wilson 
and  myself.  We  agreed  to  draw 
straws  and  John  T.  Wilson  drew  the 
long  one  and  was  chosen  Grand 
Chief  Foreman.  The  other  officers 
chosen  were : 

P.  R.  Bridgeman,  Vice-Grand 
Chief  Foreman. 

M.  O'Dowd,  Grand  Sec.-Treas. 
D.  C.  Davis,     Gr^ind     Organizer, 
Northern  Territory. 

M.  J.  Lord,  Grand  Organizer, 
Southern  Territory. 

S.  J.  Pegg,  W.  W.  Allen,  R.  H. 
Cox,  W.  F.  McAbee  and  Jas.  H.  El- 
kins,  Grand  Executive  Committee. 

The  name  of  the  organization  was 
changed  to  The  International  Broth- 
erhood of  Railway  Track  Foremen 
of  America. 

A  few  comparisons  of  financial 
gains  and  other  data  may  not  be  out 
of  order  at  this  time.  The  following 
figures  are  taken  from  the  Grand 
Lodge  records : 


Total 

1891. 
Janv.   .: ..$785. 


Feb. 
March 
April  . 
May  . 
Tune  .... 
July  ^. 
Aug.  , 
Sept. ...- 
Oct 


381 
426, 
328, 
344. 
363, 
558, 
571 
273 
65, 


Receipts. 

191L 

.75     Jan $24,085.36 

.70     Feb 15,160.78 

.55     Mch._.  15,417.35 
.25     April......  12,568.43 

.30     May......  11,968.55 

.55    June 14,070.58 

.60    July........  26,851.55 

.85     Aug 17,996.68 

.95     Sept.....  11,026.12 
.70     Oct „..    9,183.58 


In  1891,  we  had  no  salaried  offi- 
cers, but  each  convention  divided  up 
what  money  chanced  to  be  on  hand 
in  payment  of  salaries  and  for  serv- 
ice rendered. 

In  1911  we  have  a  clerical  force  ot 
11  people,  5  stenographers,  1  trans- 
lator, a  cashier,  a  bookkeeper  and 
an  assistant,  three  in  the  printing  de- 
partment, and  from  25  to  100  organi- 
zers in  the  field  all  the  time.  Grand 
President  and  six  Vice-Presidents, 
Grand  Secretary-Treasurer  and  As- 
sistant, and  Editor.  In  1891,  our  of- 
fice was  a  single  bed  room;  now 
our  headquarters  occupy  very  nearly 
6,000  square  feet  of  floor  space. 

During  October,  1911,  13,597  let- 
ters were  mailed  and  about  as  many 
received,  about  four  tons  of  paper  is 
used  each  month  to  publish  The 
Advance  Advocate.  It  is  possible* 
with  our  present  equipment  for  one 
person  to  get  out  two  thous&nd  cir- 
cular letters  in  an  hour.  These  are 
placed  on  a  machine  which  folds 
them.  They  are  enclosed  in  an  en- 
velope by  hand  and  addressed  by 
machinery,  then  placed  on  another 
machine,  which  seals  them  securely 
as  fast  as  they  can  be  fed  into  the 
machine.  Another  machine  affixes 
the  right  amount  of  postage  stamps 
on  each.  Our  records  contain  ap- 
proximately 150,000  names,  any  one 
of  which  can  be  located  very  quick- 
ly ;  all  books  of  records  are  preserv- 
ed, letters  and  remittance  sheets  are 
kept  for  seven  years  and  then  de- 
stroyed. 

The  Brotherhood  has  part  of  a 
complete  printing  outfit,  the  Grand 
Executive  Committee  meets  next 
month,  December,  when  the  matter 
of  filling  in  the  requisite  material 
and  press  to  enable  us  to  do  all  our 
work  at  headquarters,  will  be  decid- 
ed on.  At  the  present  time,  wliile 
we  have  sufficient  type  for  nearly 
all  purposes,  we  have  only  one  small 
job  press,  which  is  kept  running 
continuously,  eettini;-  out  the  various 
office  forms  and  supplies.  Our  print- 
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ing  bill  last  month,  not  counting  the 
Advocate,  amounted  to  about  $1,200. 
It  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  review 
the  past  twenty-five  years  of  pro- 
gress, during  which  time  the  Broth- 
erhood has  paid  out  approximately 
two  millions  of  dollars  for  insurance 
claims  and  have  obtained  increases 
to  the  employees  in  our  department 
amounting  to  about  ten  millions  of 
dollars  annually,  as  compared  with 
the  wages  paid  when  the  Brother- 
hood was  founded  on  November  25 

and  26th,  1886. 

i*o-« 

President  Lowe's  Letter. 


Nov.  20,  1911. 
Dear  Brothers: 

At  the  risk  of  wearying  the  pa- 
tience of  both  editor  and  our  read- 
ers. I  must  crave  indulgence  for  a 
liitle  space  to  tell  of  the  splendid 
meetings  we  have  had  in  the  itin- 
erary, and  of  the  excellent  addresses 
listened  to  in  the  Convention  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  President  Gompers'  res- 
ume of  the  year's  work  and  happily 
of  the  year's  progress  was  both  in- 
structive and  gratifying.  Vice-Pres- 
ident Duncan's  report  of  his  visit 
to  the  European  Congress  or  Sec- 
retariat and  his  statement  of  con- 
dition*  in  the  several  European 
countries  he  visited  was  a  master- 
piece. The  addresses  of  our  fra- 
ternal delegates  from  Great  Britain 
and  Canada  were,  if  possible,  even 
better  than  those  of  former  years, 
which  is  saying  a  good  deal;  and 
Mrs.  Raymond  Robbins,  of  the 
Woman's  Union  League,  capped 
the  climax.  I  just  can't  begin  to 
tell  you  of  the  excellence  of  all 
these  various  contributions  to  the 
interest  and  education  of  all  pres- 
ent; but  I  entreat  you  to  send  25 
cents  to  Frank  Morrison,  Secretary 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  you  will  get  them  all 
verbatim  in  the  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  he  will  send  out. 
Write  him  at  once,  so  that  the  sup- 


ply will  be  equal  to  the  demand, 
and  I  give  you  my  assurance  you 
never  got  so  much  for  a  quarter 
before. 

My  colleagues  of  the  delegation, 
Brothers  O'Donnell  and  Gerry,  en- 
dorse every  word* I  have  said,  and  I 
am  so  much  impressed  with  the 
educational  value  of  these  conven- 
tions I  mean  to  arrange  that  all 
our  elected  officers  shall  have  the 
opportunity  to  attend  one.  Al- 
though not  a  delegate,  Brother 
Powell  has  attended  several  ses- 
sions, and  I  would  urge  all  who 
can  attend  as  visitors  to  any  A.  F. 
of  L.  Convention  to  do  so,  as  the 
meetings  are  open  to  all  who  choose 
to  attend,  the  body  of  the  hall  be- 
ing reserved  for  delegates. 

I  am  writing  this  on  my  way 
from  Savannah  and  Millen,  where 
they  had  a  very  gratifying  attend- 
ance of  enthusiastic  Maintenance  of 
Way  folk,  who  can  rest  assured  that 
their  "come  again"  will  be  a  pleas- 
ure whenever  I  can  make  it  possi- 
ble with  due  regard  to  other  duties. 
Among  the  other  pleasures  of  ray 
trip  was  a  "raft"  of  birthday  greet- 
ings from  Brother  Pegg  and  stafif 
at  headquarters.  I  did  not  doubt 
that  their  hearts  were  in  the  rig^t 
place,  but,  not  thinking  of  their  ex- 
cellent memories,  both  the  tele- 
grams and  the  cards  from  individ- 
ual workers  came  as  a  very  pleas- 
ant surprise.  It  is  a  pleasure  to 
me  and  very  gratifying  and  also 
profitable  to  the  organization  that 
everything  is  moving  so  smoothly, 
and  this  is  a  very  fair  sample. 

A  happy  coincidence  of  the  birth- 
day greetings  was  a  letter  from 
Vice-President  Irwin  and  Chairman 
Dorey,  which  arrived  the  same 
morning  from  far-away  Western 
Canada,  bringing  greetings  from 
these  two  big-heartwi  souls.  It  is 
pleasant  for  all  to  know  that  the 
meetings  are  being  as  well  attend- 
ed as  could  be  expected,  and  their 
addresses  and  explanations  are  hav- 
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ing  their  expected  e'ducational  ef- 
fect and  are  being  appreciated  by 
those   privileged   to  be   present. 

With  best  wishes  to  all,  in  which 
my  colleagues,  Brothers  O'Donnell, 
Gerry  and  Powell,  join  most  heart- 
ily.        Yours  fraternally, 

A.  B.  LOWE,       • 
President. 
•-cv. 


President  Lowe's   Itinerary. 


The  first  meeting  of  the  above 
itinerary  at  Macon  was  well  attend- 
ed by  as  many  foremen  in  the  track 
and  B.  &  B.  departments,  with  a 
sprinkling  of  apprentices,  as  could 
^well  attend.  The  rain  of  the  pre- 
ceding week  and  a  threatening  sky 
the  morning  of  the  meeting  kept 
some  away  who  would  gladly  have 
been  present.  The  talks  of  Vice- 
President  Powell,  Chairmen  Borom 
and  Ivey  and  President  Lowe  were 
much  appreciated,  and  cordial  in- 
vitations to  come  again  and  expres- 
sions of  pleasure  for  the  present 
meeting:  sent  the  visitors  away  with 
very  pleasant  recollections  of  their 
visit  and  an  especially  pleasant  rec- 
ollection of  a  night  with  Chairman 
and  Sister  Borom  and  their  inter- 
esting family. 

The  meeting  at  Union  City  with 
Madison  Lodge  and  visitors,  and 
especially'  with  the  good  sisters 
present,  was  just  about  as  enjoy- 
able as  such  a  meeting  could  be. 
The  shortened  day,  now  ten  hours 
instead  of  from  "sunrise  to  sunset," 
gave  President  Lowe  his  text  and 
a  good  deal  of  his  sermon,  viz. :  how 
closely  the  work  of  the  Brotherhood 
affected  the  home.  He  congratu- 
lated Madison  Lodge  warmly  on 
its  splendid  record  of  continued  ex- 
istence, despite  many  adverse  cir- 
cumstances from  the  day  it  was  in- 
stituted until  the  present,  and  he 
urged  the  brothers  to  add  another 
wreath  to  old  Madison  by  adorn- 
ing it  with  an  Auxiliary. 


Vice-President  Powell  spoke  of 
the  need  of  organization,  and  Chair- 
men Ivey  and  Bradley  of  the  S.  A. 
L.,  added  a  valuable  quota  to  the 
interest  of  the  occasion. 

A  lunch  graced  by  the  sisters  fol- 
lowed the  speaking,  and  then  the 
lodge  went  into  business  session, 
closing  with  a  short  address  by 
President  Lowe.  The  meeting  ad- 
journed with  only  one  regret — that 
they  had  to  part  and  could  not  meet 
oftener. 

On  to  Atlanta  and  the  A.  F.  of 
L.  Convention,  where  Brothers 
Lowe,  O'Donnell  and  Gerry  are 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings, President  Lowe  being 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Re- 
port of  Secretary-Treasurer,  one  of 
the  most  important  committees  of 
the  convention. 

The  President  visits  Savannah 
(Ga.)  Lodge  on  Saturday  evening, 
the  18th,  and  Millen  Lodge  on  Sun- 
day afternoon;  back  to  Atlanta  for 
the  convention  and  a  meeting  with 
Atlanta  and  neighboring  lodges  on 
the  26th,  and  then,  ho !  for  St.  Louis 
as  fast  as  wheels  can  turn.  He  was 
the  recipient  of  a  pleasant  surprise 
on  his  birthday  in  the  receipt  of  a 
congratulatory  telegram,  conveying 
the  best  wishes  of  the  staff  at  head- 
quarters, and  from  Sister  Pegg  and 
friends  at  5140  Page  avenue,  and  a 
raft  of  cards  bearing  similar  good 
wishes. 


-M>^ 


A  Prayer. 

The  day  returns  and  brings  us  the 
petty  round  of  irritating  concerns 
and  duties.  Help  us  to  play  the 
man,  help  us  to  perform  them  with 
laughter  and  kind  faces.  Let  cheer- 
fulness abound  with  industry.  Give 
us  to  go  blithely  on  our  business  all 
this  day,  bring  us  to  our  resting  beds 
weary  and  content  and  undishon- 
ored,  and  grant  us  in  the  end  the 
gift  of  sleep. — Robert  Louis  Steven- 
son. 
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Workman's  Compensation. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Workman's 
Compensation  Commission  in 
Washington,  recently,  Mr.  Lath- 
rop,  counsel  for  the  A.,  T.  &  S.  F. 
Railway,  and  H.  L.  Bond,  repre- 
senting the  B.  &  O.,  opposed  the 
Employes'  Liability  and  Compen- 
sation Bill,  Mr.  Lathrop  on  the 
ground  of  the  cost  to  the  railway 
company,  Mr.  Bond  on  the  ground 
that  their  company  has  an  insur- 
ance system  which  has  been  in  op- 
eration for  more  than  thirty  years, 
which  he  claimed  was  acceptable  to 
the  men.  He  did  not  state  that  the 
insurance  scheme  was  compulsory 
and  that  the  reason  why  the  sys- 
tem was  acceptable  to  the  men  was 
that  they  could  not  secure  employ- 
ment on  the  road  unless  they  agreed 
to  accept  the  system  of  insurance 
as  one  of  the  conditions  of  their 
employment. 

The  B.  &  O.  Railway  is  not  alone 
in  this.  There  are  a  number  of 
roads  which  have  insurance  schernes 
of  one  kind  or  another  in  force,  but 
each  and  every  one  is  operated  on 
a  basis  of  gain  for  the  companies. 
Some  roads  profess  even  to  pay  a 
portion  of  the  expenses  each  month, 
but  which  is  eaten  up  during  the 
year  by  charges  for  rent,  light  and 
extras. 

Mr.  Alfred  P.  Thom,  of  the 
Southern  Railway,  announced  him- 
self an  advocate  of  the  proposed 
legislation,  while  Mr.  W.  H.  John- 
ston, representing  Government  em- 
ployes, thought  that  the  death  ben- 
efit should  be  equal  to  five  years' 
salary  instead  of  one  as  at  present. 

As  a  representative  of  men  very 
largely  underpaid  and  whose  sala- 
ries now  range  from  $600.00  to  $1,- 
000.00  per  year,  I  hold  that  the  sys- 
tem of  arriving  at  the  amount  of 
compensation  is  wrong,  and  to  the 
benefit  of  the  favored  few  who  but 
rarely  have  occasion  to  place  them- 


selves   in    hazardous    positions    in 
their   employment. 

Compensation,  I  hold,  is  for  the 
benefit  of  those  bereft  of  a  husband 
and  father.  Would  it  not,  there- 
fore, be  fairer  and  more  equitable 
to  make  the  allowance  of  five  years* 
.salary  for  the  wife  and  one  year  ad- 
ditional for  each  child  or  others  de- 
pendent on  the  deceased? 
.-o^^ 

A  Strike-Breaker. 


On  the  night  of  November  17th 
an  express  messenger  named  Irvan 
G.  Borger  was  murdered  and  rob- 
bed by  William  Peter  Bishie,  one 
of  the  strike-breakers  imported  by 
the  management  of  the  D.,  L.  &  W. 
to  defeat  the  eflForts  of  their  track- 
men to  secure  enough  wages  to 
raise  their  families  decently. 

Bishie  has  confessed  his  crime 
and  will  be  quickly  brought  to  trial. 
This  man  was  no  better  nor  no 
worse  than  many  other  professional 
strike-breakers  hired  by  corpora- 
tions to  tide  over  a  disagreement 
with  their  honest  and  honorable 
employes. 

No. man  with  a  single  grain  of 
honor  or  manhood  in  him  would 
stoop  to  accept  a  position  as  strik^ 
breaker,  and  in  nearly  every  in- 
stance where  such  men  have  been 
employed  all  manner  of  lawlessness 

is  rampant. 

^^y 

No  one  thinks  of  technical  skill  in 
that  moment  of  revelation  which 
comes  when  one  stands  for  the  first 
time  in  the  presence  of  a  noble  work; 
later  one  may  study  at  length  and 
with  delight  the  perfection  of  work- 
manship disclosd  in  ^lidity  of  struc- 
ture and  in  harmony  of  detail;  but 
in  the  moment  of  revelation  it  is  the 
essential  and  interior  truth  and 
beauty,  which  shine  from  form,  and 
color  and  texture  as  the  soul  shines 
in  a  human  face,  Which  evoke  a 
thrill  of  recognition  in  us. — Hamil- 
ton Wright  Mabie. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE   ADVANCE   ADVOCATE. 


815 


Have  You  Changed  Your  Address? 

We  are  in  receipt  of  complaints 
from  members  that  they  are  not 
getting  the  Advocate.  The  maga- 
zine is  mailed  each  month  to  every 
member  at  the  address  we  have  on 
our  records. 

A  personal  investigation  -shows 
that  in  90  per  cent  of  complaints 
the  member  has  moved  and  not  sent 
us  any  notice.  If  a  member  sends 
us  a  change  of  address,  we  at  once 
make  the  change  and  advise  him 
that  we  have  done  so.  If  you  have 
no  acknowledgment  from  us,  we 
have  not  received  your  notice  of 
change. 

We  want  every  member  to  get 
his  Advocate  regularly  each  month, 
and  if  our  members  will  keep  us 
advised  of  any  change,  we  will  glad- 
ly do  our  part  and  send  it  to  the 
new   address. 

,-0,, 

What  Our  Staff  is  Doing. 


Grand  President  A.  B.  Lowe  is 
visiting  lodges  through  Georgia  and 
attending  the  Convention  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  Vice-President  W.  S. 
Powell,  General  Chairman  T.  H. 
Gerry  of  the  N.  &  W.,  General 
Chairman  D.  G.  Borom  of  the  Cen- 
tral of  Georgia,  and  General  Chair- 
man T.  J.  Ivey  of  the  Georgia  Rail- 
way are  accompanying  him,  as  is 
also  General  Chairman  T.  J.  O'Don- 
nell  of  the  Illinois  Central  and  Y. 
&  M.  v.,  who  is  also  a  delegate  to 
the  Convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
at   Atlanta,  Ga. 

Vice-President  Henry  Irwin,  ac- 
companied by  GeneYal  Chairman 
Wm.  Dorey,  is  visiting  every  lodge 
on  the  Canadian  Pacific  lines  west 
of  Fort  William,  and  reports  en- 
thusiastic meetings  everywhere. 

Vice-President  M.  J.  Powers  is 
under  the  doctor's  care  at  Mel- 
bourne, Quebec,  and  is  improving 
in  health. 


Vice-President  H.  A.  Vurpia  is 
at  Indianapolis,  awaiting  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  third  member  of 
the  Arbitration  Board  of  the  C,  H. 
&'  D.  "The. mills  of  the  gods  grind 
slowly,  but  they  grind  exceeding 
fine,"  is  well  exemplified  in  this  case 
SQ  far  as  speed  is  concerned. 

Vice-President  Geo.  B.  Jenness  is 
picking  up  loose  threads  here  and 
there  and  perfecting  the  work  of 
organization  in  Maine  and  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Vice-President  A.  F.  Stout  is  or- 
ganizing on  the  various  roads  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont 
and  Massachusetts. 

Our  field  force  are  all  busy  on 
various  lines.  A  half  dozen  or  more 
new  men  have  been  added  to  the 
list  of  organizers  this  month,  while 
calls  for  organizers  are  being  made 
from  a  number  of  new  fields  that 
have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  to 
organize,  but  who  realize  that  the 
only  hope  of  securing  any  conces- 
sion frofn  their  employers  is  through 
organization. 

•K)-* 

We  have  received  several  letters 
fiom  St.  Thomas,  Ontario,  without 
any  signature  attached,  complain- 
ing of  the  conditions  existing  there, 
but  we  cannot  do  anything  in  the 
matter  until  we  know  with  whom 
we  are  dealing. 

If  the  party  writing  is  a  bona 
fide  member,  let  him  send  his  name 
and  certificate  number  in  confidence 
and  an  investigation  of  his  com- 
plaint will  be  made. 

There  are  several  foremen  located 
in  St.  Thomas.  How  are  we  to 
know  to  which  one  he  refers  in  his 
complaint?  Again,  he  asks  ques- 
tions and  expects  an  answer.  To 
whom  are  we  to  address  any  re- 
ply? 

The  Brotherhood  is  both  able  and 
willing  to  aflFord  protection  and  a 
square  deal  to  every  member  of  the 
organization. 
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Who  WUl  Win? 

What  have  you  done  toward 
helping  to  win  the  golden  prizes 
offered  by  Grand  Lodge?  First,  a 
$20.00  gold  piece  to  the  person  who 
secures  the  first  list  of  applications 
for  a  new  lodge  of  the  Ladies'  Aux- 
iliary. To  the  one  who  secures  the 
second  list,  a  $10.00  gold  piece ;  and 
to  the  one  sending  in  the  third  list, 
a  $5.00  gold  piece.  Why  not  get 
busy  and  earn  a  Christmas  box  for 
yourself   with  very  little  exertion? 

Sister  G.  B.  Jenness,  Box  6,  South 
Danbury,  N.  H.,  Grand  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  Ladies*  Auxiliary, 
will  be  glad  to  send  you  application 
blanks  and  all  information  as  to 
fees  and  dues.  The  initiation  fee 
is  50  cents  and  the  dues  50  cents 
per  year. 

Every  Brotherhood  Lodge  should 
have  a  branch  of  the  Ladies'  Aux- 
iliary in  connection  with  them  to 
assist  them  in  their  work. 

There  is  another  prize  offered  by 
Grand  Lodge — a  $10.00  gold  piece 
to  the  Secretary  who  has  the  larg- 
est paid-up  membership  to  July  5, 
1912,  that  has  been  received  at 
Grand  Lodge  up  to  January  5,  1912, 
when  the  dues  are  due  and  pay- 
able. 

If  the  members  take  hold,  there 
is  no  reason  why  your  Secretary 
should  not  have  a  good  chance  to 
win  this  prize.  Give  him  a  help! 
Dues  sent  in  will  insure  you  a  work- 
ing card  and  protection.  Be  a 
booster  and  show  your  appreciation 
for  your  organization  by  not  allow- 
ing yourself  to  become  delinquent. 
Let  us  make  January  5,  1912,  the 
banner  of  all  years  since  the  organi- 
zation was  founded. 

^^y 


The  pictures  of  the  Convention 
and  Grand  Lodge  officers  have  all 
been  mailed  to  every  member  on 
our  mailing  list.  Any  of  the  mem- 
bers who  have  not  received  a  copy, 


if  you  will  notify  this  office  at  once 
we  will  endeavor  to  supply  them, 
as  there  are  a  few  left  over. 

These  pictures  are  well  worth 
framing  and  we  have  received 
scores  of  letters  from  members  and 
others  who  have  received  copies  of 
the  pictures  speaking  highly  of  the 
artistic  work  and  commending  the 
Advocate  for  having  gotten  them 
up.  I  hope  that  our  members  will 
appreciate  them. 


-•K>H»- 


I  wish  to  call  our  readers*  atten- 
tion to  the  new  ad.  of  CasselFs 
Cyclopedia  df  Mechanics  which  ap- 
pears in  this  issue  of  the  Advoc\te. 

In  a  letter  received  a  short  time 
ago  from  the  advertisers  I  was  very 
much  surprised  to  learn  from  them 
that  very  few  of  our  people  had  re- 
sponded to  their  ad.,  and  I  am  sure 
that  if  our  brothers  would  have  this 
excellent  work  before  them  and 
know  the  contents  of  it  they  would 
not  hesitate  to  avail  themselves  of 
an  opportunity  of  securing  a  set  at 
the  very  low  price  asked  for  them. 

The  work  covers  every  branch  of 
mechanics  and  is  not  a  strictly  tech- 
nical work,  but  is  written  in  such 
plain  language  that  any  person  with 
an  ordinary  education  may  read  and 
understand. 

The  receipts  and  formulas  alone 
contained  in  these  books  must  have 
cost  many  thousands  of  dollars. 
There  are  but  very  few  phases  of 
mechanics  either  in  part  or  whole 
that  are  not  treated  upon  fully  in 
these  books. 

I  have  only  had  an  opportunity 
of  glancing  through  the  work,  but 
I  have  had  occasion  to  use  some  of 
the  receipts  given  and  know  from 
experience  that  they  are  accurate 
and  the  best  that  are  to  be  had,  and 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend 
them  to  our  brothers  as  being  an 
up-to-date,  concise  and  accurate 
work  on  mechanics  in  all  of  its 
phases. 
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Before  this  issue  of  the  Advocate 
is  published,  a  full  set  of  the  new 
Rituals  will  have  been  forwarded  to 
each  local  lodge  and  is  a  fine  sam- 
ple of  the  work  turned  out  from 
our  own  printing  office  and  bindery. 

In  the  past  this  kind  of  work 
was  done  wholly  outside.  The  cost 
of  production,  with  our  present  out- 
fit, is  greater  than  it  would  be  if 
we  had  the  proper  outfit. 

The  Boston  Convention  placed 
the  recommendations  in  the  hands 
of  the  incoming  Executive  to  han- 
dle. The  Grand  Executive  Com- 
mittee will  be  in  session  at  St.  Louis 
by  the  time  this  is  read  and  will 
undoubtedly  deal  with  the  matter, 
and  will,  I  hope,  enable  us  to  do  all 
out:  own  work  in  our  own  print- 
shop. 

— ^^ 

Yesterday  is  dead,  forget  it;  to- 
morrow does  not  exist,  don't  worry ; 
today  is  here,  use  it. — Don  Broerk- 

Hn. 

.-o^ 


Many  of  our  members  are  evinc- 
ing much  interest  these  days  in  in- 
surance and  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary. 
They  are  awakening  to  a  knowl- 
edge that  there  are  a  number  of 
good  features  in  connection  with 
the  Brotherhood  not  down  in  the 
ordinary  routine  of  lodge  work.  I 
was  surprised  that  greater  interest 
had  not  been  shown  in  the  past  to 
the  Ladies*  Auxiliary,  which  is  a 
valuable  adjunct  to  our  Brother- 
hood. When  once  the  ladies  have 
their  lodge  with  a  regular  meeting 
night  on  the  same  date  and  in  the 
same  city  or  town  in  which'  the . 
Brotherhood  meets,  a  more  regular 
attendance  of  the  members  will  be 
assured,  business  will  be  conducted 
more  promptly  and  efficiently,  and 
at  the  completion  of  the  business 
meeting  of  both  the  Brothers  and 
Sistefs  the  two  lodges  come  togeth- 
er for  an  hour  of  social  enjoyment. 
This  feature,  I  am  sure,  will  be  ap- 
preciated by  both  the  members  of 


the  Brotherhood     and  also  by  the 
members  of  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary. 

The  golden  prizes  are  on  hand 
in  my  safe  at  headquarters  ready 
to  be  sent  out  to  the  fortunate  win- 
ners. 

Who  will  they  be? 

»o^ 

Acknowledgments. 


Cognac,   N.  C,   Nov.   8,  1911. 
Mr.  Samuel  J.  Pegg. 

Vanol  Bldg.,   St.  Louis,   Mo. 
Dear   Sir  and   Brother: 

I  was  very  pleasantly  surprised  last  night 
to  receive  a  letter  from  Bro.  S.  H.  Jones, 
Platit  City,  Fla.,  containing  an  express 
money  order  for  $18.00,  and  stating  his 
lodge  had  instructed  him  to  send  same  to 
xne  for  my  relief. 

Brother  Pegg.  we  know  no  words  to  ex- 
press how  much  this  is  appreciated,  com- 
ing Just  at  the  time  when  we  are  In  nee<! 
of  wood,  shoes  and  winter  clothing,  also 
doctor's  bills  to  pay  and  various  things  we 
are  almost  compelled  to  have. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  do  one  thing  In 
five  months   to  bring  In  a  dollar. 

Will  you  kindly  thank  them  through  the 
journal  for  their  thoughtful  kindness  to  me 
and  mine  In  this  our  time  of  need?  May 
each  of  the  brothers  who  contributed  and 
all  my  brother  workers  be  spared  to  enjoy 
many  of  the  pleasures  and  benefits  of  this 
life. 

I  am.  Yours  In  B.  L.  &  U., 

THOMAS    O.    RIGGAN. 


Warroad,  Minn.,  Oct.  25,  1911. 
Samuel  J.  Pegg.,   Esq., 

3900  Olive  Street.   St.  Louis.  Mo. 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

I  am  attaching  herewith  lists  showing  the 
names  and  amounts  opposite  each  person, 
this  being  donations  to  the  relief  fund  for 
Brother  Standbrldge. 

You  will  note  that  the  sheet  with  150.60 
is  collected  by  Brother  Keays  and  forward- 
ed to  me.  This  Is  for  the  month  ending 
October  25th. 

Yours  fraternally, 
(Signed)     F.    H.    FLJOZDAL, 
General  Chairman^  C.  N.  Ry..  S.  Dlv. 

DONATOR8   TO  THE  8TANDBRIDGE    RE- 
LIEF  FUND    RECEIVED    BY    MAIL. 

J.  W.  Groombrldge $  .50 

Thos.  Moore    1.00 

J.  R.   O'Connell 1.00 

Certificate  No.    48838.    Lodge  No.    318..  5.00 

A.  J.  Woods 5.00 

J.    R.    Carnithers 2.00 

B.  Duce 1.00 

W.    Burchall     1.00 

T.    Dixon    1.00 

D.    Gray    2.00 

C.  Carver  2.00 

Henry   McCarthy    2.00 

Total     $23.50 

DONATOR8   TO  THE   8TANDBRIDQE   RE- 

LIEF   FUND. 

(Collected  by  Geo.  Keays.) 

Geo.  Keays   I  l.OO 

P.   L.eBlanc   26 

P.    FIgeland    1.00 

W.  Watson   LOO 
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J.    Cedurock    50 

H.    Odegard     100 

P.    Skane    1.00 

J.    S.    I^undgren    50 

E.  Dumin    50 

J.   Kellie   100 

C.  Cotter    1.00 

A.    Miller    1.50 

J.    Penner    50 

F.  Penner    25 

Pete    Seelinj^er     1.00 

Mrs.    Pete    SeelinKer 1.00 

L.   Hyszka   1.^0 

M.   Furdion    50 

P.    Kuszniak    1.00 

John  Kostiuk   1.00 

D.  Lewis    50 

D.    Fletcher    50 

H.   Stratford .60 

W.    Hartley    50 

H.    Marchaml    1.00 

F.    Broult    1.00 

J.     A.     Crawford 1.00 

H.   F.    Sibley 1.00 

A.   Lewis    50 

James   Cusator    40 

L.    McDonald    1.50 

Allx   Barge    50 

J.    Sarakzo    26 

A.   Paulenchuk    25 

M.    Ohepeka    25 

J.    S.    Strath .1.00 

Wm.    Remond    1 ,00 

Chris    Gronnlng    50 

Andrew   Woolsay    1. 00 

O.    Gunter    1 .00 

J.    Perdell    50 

A.    Bergqulst     76 

V.   S.    Deildnl    1.00 

M.    Kusnarak    50 


M.    Trap     28 

Adol   Shurkinsicz    M 

Joce   Fireman    M 

Frank  Chapman   1.06 

D.    Paraachuk    LM 

B.  LaPlant    LOO 

J.    Parquain    W 

J.  E.  Lees  1.00 

Henry  Curbell   25 

J.    S.    Beaullen .25 

Henry  Lyons    LOO 

Bert    Cook     LOO 

R.    Guln    50 

C.  O.    Morache , LOO 

James   Hyndmnn    1.00 

Fred  Huchka   LOO 

J.    Maxim    too 

P.    Toworski    W 

Mike   Bestow   50 

H.    Dybuk    100 

Harry  Cummings   50 

Chas..  Kennedy   S 

Lawrence    Winyard     25 

Jos.   Lin  wood    50 

Total     I50.JO 


Wylie,  Tex. 
Mr.    S.    J.    Pegg,    Secretary-Treasurer, 

Vanol   Bldg.,   St.   Louis.    Mo. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  enclosing 
check  on  the  American  Trust  Co.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  for  11.000.00,  In  payment  of  insurtnc* 
on  my  brother,  G.  W.    Lundquist. 

I  wish  to  thank  you  and  the  Brotherhood 
for  the  prompt  attention  given  this  matter. 

I  am;  Very  truly  yours, 

MRS.    CLARA    RHILLY. 


♦O-^ 


B.    &    B.    GANG— SIOUX    CITY    DIVISION.   C.    &    W.   W.   RAILWAY 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

Lodges  Showing   the   Largest   In- 
crease in  Membership. 

Last  month  the  ten  highest 
lodges  showed  a  gain  of  178  new 
members.  This  month  the  number 
of  new  men  initiated  in  ten  lodges 
was  91.  The  count  is  taken  from 
October  19th  to  November  19th. 

Lodge.  Name.  Inc. 

8        Limestone 18 

235        Richmond    14 

209        Huntlngburg 12 

598        Nickle    Plate 12 

19        Radford   8 

15        Fairfield   7 

31         Tug  River 5 

161        Calgary    5 

231         Heron  Bay 5 

493        Tidewater   5 

Organizers    Showing    the    Largest 
Gain. 

The  increased  membership  se- 
cured by  organizers  this  month  is 
very  pleasing.  Brother  Bell  heads 
the  list  with  94.  Last  month  ten 
organizers  initiated  352  new  rnem- 
bers.  This  month  ten  of  our  field 
force  initiated  392  members.  A  gain 
of  40  over  last  month.  "Let  the 
good    work  continue." 

Name.  No. 

A.  Bell 94 

Geo.  Keays 55 

S.  J.  Graham 49 

A.  P.  Stout 46 

A.  M.  Hartley 32 

H.  B.  Stokes 2G 

J.  T.  Layne 25 

T.  C.  Powers 24 

Sam  Riccio 2l 

W.  H.  HuU 20 

Individual  Effort. 

Last  month  20  members  added 
33  new  names  to  our  membership 
roll,  an  average  of  1.605.  This 
month  16  members  added  25  new 
names  to  the  roll,  an  average  of 
1.5625.  A  slight  gain  in  favor  of 
this  month. 


Individual  Remitters. 

Name  and  Address.  No. 

J.  McRae  Werth,  Ceredo,  W.  Va 6 

Roy  Denning,  Hamilton,  Ohio 4 

G.  W.  Parker,  Roduco,  N.  C 2 

C.  H.  Barbee,  Cluster  Springs,  Va 1 

G.  W.  Oldenbittle,  Keppel,  Sask 1 

John  Geylio,  Odessa,  Sask 1 

J.  A.  Dietrich,*  Marathon,  Fla 1 

S.  Katsurus,  McGregor,  Minn 1 

W.  H.  Mathais.  Ituna,  Sask l 

O.  R.  May,  Tomsburg,  W.  Va. 1 

J.  B.  Morgan,  Homeland,  Pla. 1 

E.  Beaudette,  Waldheim,  Mont 1 

P.  Peasha,  Stillwater,  Minn 1 

d  A.  Campbell,  Asquith,  Sask 1 

Wm.  Card,  Mission  City,  B.  C l 

E.  Davinport,  Augusta,  Ga. 1 

New  Members  from  Oct  19,  1911,  to  Nov. 
19th,  1911. 

Canada    350 

United  States 437 

Total    787 

•<)., 

Prize  Winners. 


Members  —  Scranton,  Pa.:  A 
Brother,  page  No.  786. 

Journal  Agents — Mountain,  Wis.: 
F.  Herrick,  Page  No.  762. 

Ladies — Woodstock,  N.  B. :  Mrs. 
L.  Dorey,  Page  No.  796. 

Girls— Goldsboro,  N.  C:  Mabel 
Lee  Daniels,  Page  No,  793. 

Boys — Rural  Point,  Va. :  £dgar 
Keays,  Page  No.  76L 

Organizers — No  competition. 

Obituary. 

Walter  Oakes— Lodge  No.  154, 
Bedford,  N.  S.  Received  notice  of 
death  October  24th,  191 L 

W.  L.  Thacker— Lodge  No.  5, 
Price,  N.  C.  Received  notice  of 
death  November  1st,  1911. 
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291 

Beu\cr 


288 

Portland 


202 


18G 


181 


177 


M«dlciiM  Bat  Lodge  No.    125  himps  to  the  head  of  th« 
tills  month,  with  a  gain  of  47  memben  orer  last  month.    Wdl  dooc  Ifll 

Nelson  Lodge  No.  181  takes  second  place  for  the  present.  wKb  s  ok 
of  eight  memben  over  last  month. 

Portage  la  Prairie  Lodge  No.  146  reUlns  the  same  position  thii  Besft. 
with  a  gain  of  6  members  over  last  month,  as  does  also  Beaver  Lodge  VI 

Limestone  Lodge  No.  8  Jumps  from  the  bottom  (tf  the  stem  t«  flftt 
position. 

Boston  Lodge  No.  120  a  bo  Jumps  ahead  two  points  this  month.  vta£< 
Winnipeg  Lodge  No.  207  drops  back  two  points  with  a  gain  of  dsbt  mm- 
bers  more  this  month  than  last. 

Portland  Lodge  No.  388  also  drops  back  two  points,  with  a  pin  o(  ta 
members  more  than  last  month. 

Ottawa  Lodge  No.  223  also  drops  back  two  points,  with  i  gals  cf 
flro  members. 

Rerelstoke  Lodge  No.  208  drops  back  one  point,  with  s  gain  of  i^ 
members. 


No.  &  Nziqfi.  No.  Members. 

41->Clinton    158 

278— Hoosac    Tunnel 158 

78 — ^West    Concord 156 

522— Menominee    155 

HI— Kanawha     151 

161— Calgary    151 

64— Bt    Johnsbury 148 

iS8— Rat   PorUge 147 

598— Nickel     PUte 147 

117— Elk    VaUey 146 

67— KenoTa     140 


Na  &  Name.  No  Vmlbn. 

87 — Greensboro    ^ 

209— Buntingburg    1» 

187— Famham   lA 

273— Ridaandi    !» 

229— Cranbrook   IM 

128— Ft.    William I« 

283— Springfield    »? 

127— Mooee    Jaw U* 

400— Fitchborg    1* 

102— Bonceferte    1** 

591— Mancherter  ^ 


In   the   bulb  this  month   U>erc   are  twelre  lodges  paired  for  parity 

Clinton  Lodge  No.  41.  with  a  gain  of  nine  members,  and  Hooac  Tb- 
nel  Lodge,  with  a  gain  of  fiye  members,  this  month  occupy  the  posltlaB  tt 
top  of  the  section. 

West  Concord  Lodge  No.  78  occupies  the  same  poslUon  this  J&mA  » 
last,   with  ^  gain  of  eight  members. 

Meoominee  Lodge  No.  522  and  Kanawha  Lodge  ^o.  Ill  occopr  f90!^ 
and  fifth  positions  respectively,  the  same'  as  last  month. 

Cslgsry  Lodge  No.  161  Jumps  from  ninth  place  in  Nofenber  to  Mx^ 
place  this  month,  while  St.  Johnsbtiry  Lodge  No.  64  dnnw  back  om  r«^i 
this  month,  with  a  gain  of  six  members. 

Rat  Portage  Lodse  No.  238  holds  the  same  posiUon  thii  mofltb  u  lut 

Nickel  Plate  Lodge  No.  598  Jumps  ahead  two  points  this  monlh.  »U1« 
Elk  Valley  Lodge  No  117  drops  back  Uiree  points,  with  a  gain  of  nlw 
members. 

Kenova  Lodge  No.  67  Jumps  ahead  three  points  this  mootb.  vidK 
Greensboro  Lodge  No.  87  drops  back  two  points,  with  a  pin  of  * 
members. 

Buntington  Lodge  No.  209  goes  ahead  three  points  UUb  nao&  *^ 
Famham  Lodge  No.  187  drops  Iwck  one  point,  with  a  gain  of  rix  o*«'«* 

Richland  Lodge  No.  273  Jumps  ahead  two  polnU  this  month,  a^ 
Cranbrook  Lodge  No.  229  falls  back  four  points  this  month,  with  »  P^ 
of  one  member. 

Fort  Wmiam  Lodge  No.  128  did  not  appear  on  this  page  list  BOOth. 
but  stands  17  in  ti\e  bulb  tills  month. 

Springfield  Lodge  No.  283  drops  back  three  polntj  Uiii  montli.  ^ 
a  gain  of  three  members. 

Moose  Jaw  Lodge  No.  127  moves  ahead  one  point  this  nwoth.  al"* 
Fltchburg  Lodge  No.  400.  Ronoeverte  Lodge  No.  102  and  Mandiesttf  Uifi 
No.  591  did  not  appear  on  the  page  last  month. 

Last  month  the  total  membership  accounted  for  on  this  pise  wu  i.^^ 
This  month  the  total  is  5.976 — a  gain  of  818  members. 

The  Question  we  are  asking  ourselves  now  is  "Who  wiU  win  ths  !«■• 
prise  for  the  largest  paid-up  membership  on  January  5.  1912 T"  Xhs  PR* 
Is  worthy  making  an  effort  to  win.  Ix>ok  for  s<»im  mrprlsM  <»  Oib  ^ 
next  month. 
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Grand    Lodge    Officers 


A.   B.  Uiirt.  Onnd  Pre*,,  Vanol  Bldg..   SC   LouU«  Mo. 

GRAND  VICB-PSESIDKNT8. 
A.    F.   Stout   IvmalUM,   Onu 
W.  8.  PowBlU  Bunl  HalL  M.  C 
M.  J.  PflWM^  Yanol  Bide.  St  LoaU.  Mo. . 
M.  A.  Vurffla.  88»  N.  Ccntnt  Park  Ar^.  Chleaso.  DL 
Hy.    IrwlR.  Box  1W«  Portage  la  Prairie.  Han. 
6e«.  B.  Jennen.  Box  6.  South  Danbury..  N.  H.     • 
SABiiel  J.  Pom.  Grand  Secretary-Treaanrer. and  ligr.  Of-' 

fldal  Organ.   Vanol  Bldg..  St.   Loula.  Mo. 
imdW  WM.  Zaekrlti.  Solicitor.  St   Loulp,  Mo. 
J.   8.    EaftMD.  Chaplain.  R.   F.   D..  Unit  Thetford,  VL 
AHx,  Qibbi  Grand  Inner  SantlneU  Vanol  Bldg..  St  LouO. 
Walter  A.  SirlRMr.  Grand  Outer  Sentinel.  Vanol  Bklg.. 

■t.  Loula^  Mo. 

LADIB8'  AUXIUABT  TO  THB  L  B.  M.  W.   E. 
aire.  Cm«  B,  Smltli.  Grand  Preeident.  Canaan.  N.  H. 
Mra.   Geo.'  B.  Jeiinen.  Grand  SecreUry-Treasurer,  Box  6. 
Soiith^  Dantrary.  N.  H. 


EXECtJTIVB   COMMITTEE. 
W.   H.   Noyet.  Chalmuui.   86  Wright  Ave..  Toronto.   OnL 
Geerae  Seal.  SeereUry.  Box  Sdl.  Portage  1a  Prairie.  Man. 
J.  E.  Smith.  Uttlecon.  Maae. 
6.  H.  Flyni  4e8  GorreU  St.,  Greensboro^  N.  a 
T.  I.  O'OMiMll.  Uemando,  MIm. 


Beaudette.  Ernest 
BeU.  A. 
Carr.  P.  C. 
Chapman.  B.  G. 
Chqat,  R.  L. 

garla.  J.  P. 
urkin.  M.  W. 
■  Galllgan.  J.  A. 
Gauthier.  Tboe. 
Geemaert  Loulg 
Graham,  B.  J. 
Oimee.  J.  T. 


OBGANIZERS. 
Hartley.  Aaa  M. 

Hua  w.  a. 

Johnson.  B.  W. 
Keays.  Geo. 
Layne,  J.  T. 
Miller.  T.  & 
Nichols.  E.  G'. 
Ogden.  O, 
Potts.  A.  M. 
Powers.  T.  G. 
Ricdo.  S. 
Riley.  J.  A. 


-  .  R. 
Stokes.  H.  B. 
Stuart.  J.  P. 
SulliTan.  J.  J. 
Swank,  Hiram 
Vleoa.  D.  N. 
Welch.  P.  H. 
Wilbur.  P. 
Weeks.  W. 
Wynn.  CM. 


UST   OF  GENERAL- CHATRMENj 


B.  A  A.-^.  D.  Holt.  G.  C.  701  East  Magnolia  St. 
Fitigerald.  Ga.;  1.  liL.  Rodgers.  SeereUry.  Wray.  Ga. 


Bnncar  A  AMoetook-nJohn  Turner  Jr. 
An.,  Heultea.  Me.    —         -- 
Oentrt.  Me. 


G.  a.  5B  Franklin 
S.  NeaL  Secretary.  Medford 


Boston  A  Albany— Benjamin  Bennett.  G.  C.  Suite  8.  93 
BelTldero  St.  Boston,  Mass.;  M.  J.  Powers.  Seeretary, 
Box  48.  SoutbnUe.  Mass. 

B.  A  O.  B.-W.— Wm.  Teepe.  G'.  C.  R.  F.  D.  6.  North 
Venon.  Ind.;  E.  D.  Schleyer.  Seeretaiy.  608  OUre 
Bt.,  ChUlloothe.  Mo. 


B.   A   O.   GbL   Ter.   B.   R.— M.   R.    Oweo.   G.    C. 
BaoramsBto  Ave..   Chicago.   HI. 
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BattUBoro  A  Ohio— W.  J.  Glenn.  SeereUry.  416  Merchant 
Bt.   Falrmount  W.   Va. 

Boston  A  Malno-R.  H.  Crawford.  G.  C.  Box  68.  Melrose. 
N.  T.;  W.  S.  Kenniston.  Secretary.  Na  4  R.  R. 
Hquare.  Concord.  N.  H. 
1  Northern— F.  H.  FUoadal.  G.  C,  Box  194.  War- 
road.  Minn.;  C.  Carver.  SeereUry.  care  of  E.  E. 
Buckman.  B.  &  B.  Dept.,  C.  N.  By..  Winnipeg, 
Han.;  G.  T  Clarkson,  Treasurer.   Paswegan,  Saj»k. 

CiiBadUn  Northern  In  OnUrio— R.  Givena.  G.  C.  (Jduey. 
Ont. 

Canadian    Northern    Quebec    By— H.    St     Cyr.    G.    C. 
L'Epiphanle.  Quo. 

CuwdUn  Padflo— Wm.  Dorey,  G.  C,  Woodstock,  N.  B.; 

D.   Campbell.    Secretary.    10   Thornton   Ave..   London* 

Ont. 
CCA  O.— C.  C.  WlUlams,  G.  C.  St  Paul,  Va.;  C.  J. 

Jones.  SeereUry.  Yuma,  Va. 
Central  of  Georgia— D.  G.  Borom.  O.  C,  Round  Oak,  Ga.; 

P.   M.  Lesueur,   SeereUry,   Opelika.  Ala. 
CAN.    W.— Peter   Peterson.   0»    C   1140   Liberty   St. 

CUnton,  la.;  Robt  KeUey.  Secretary.  S221  N.  Albany 

Are..   Chicago.   HL 
C  A  O.—J.  B.  Pugh.  G.  C.  R.  F.  D.  6,  Box  AL  Rlch- 

BODdL  Vn.;  J.  W.  Brown.  SeereUry.  GHfflth.  Va. 
CAW.  C— M.  W.  James.  G.  C.  ParksvlUe.  8.  C. 
Ghleaco  Juuetton— Jno.  Baker.  G.   C.   6014  Center  Ave.. 

Cliloago.   HI.;  Jas.   Consodine.   SeereUry.   3334   Wood 

Bt.  Ghleago.  HI. 
C  M.  A  St  P.— Jas.  Browder,  G.  C.  6313  N.  61st  St. 

HL 


Cteetnnatl.  Hamilton  A  Dayton— Ed  Morman.  G.  C  Box 

478.    Colombus   Grove,    O.;    Boy   Denning.    SeereUry. 

ri4  B.  9th  St..  HamUton.  O. 
Oool  A  Coke  By.— W.  L.  SUughter.  G.  C.  G«8Soway.  W. 

Vn.;  W.  L.  Qulekel,  Secretary.  Gasaoway,  W.  Va. 
DoUwaro  A  Hodsoo— George  Smith.  G.   C.  Meadowdale. 

N.  Y. 
DoBlnlfln  AtUntle— M.  Kennedy.  G.  C,  WatervlUe.  N.  S. ; 

M.  H.  MoCordy.  SeereUry.  Old  Bams.  N.  S. 
B..  B.  8.  A  A.— C  A.   Fellman.  G.   C,   618  N.  Sd  St.. 

MarqtteCto.  Mtoh.;  Wm.  Peterson.   SeereUry.   Box  96. 

I/Abso,  Mle^ 


Esq.  A  Nan.  By.- F.  Harper.  G.  C.  May  wood  P.  U.,  Vie- 
torU.  B.  C;  B.  Sketch.  SeereUry.  Wellington.   B.  C 

FU.  East  Coast— O.  H.  Baggott,  G.  C.  Port  Orange.  Fla.; 
H.  W.  Godwin.  SeereUry,  436  Fifth  St,  Miami.  Flo. 

Ga.  By.— J.  T.  Ivey.  G.  C.  R.  F.  D.  8.  Thomaoo,  Gla.; 
W.  B.  Bray,  Secretary.  P.  O.  Box  66.  Stephens.  Ga. 

Georgia  A  Florida— J.  T.  Massey.  G.  C,  Valdosta.  Ga.; 
John  Dyall,  SeereUry.  Douglaia.  Ga. 

Grand  Trunk  Paelflo— A.  Barker.  G.  C,  Box  680,  Portage 

U  Prairie,  Man.;  J.  WUd,  Secretary.  MelvlUe,  Bask. 
G.  S.  A  F.  By.— M.  MeCormack,  G.  C.  Arabi.  Ga. 
BaUfax  A  8.  W.— <3eo.  N.  Fox,  G.  C.  Bast  Pubnlco.  N. 

S.:  R.   Feener.  Secretary.   Rrldgowater.  N.   B. 
nilnois  Central— T.  J.   0'DonneU.G'.   C.   Hernando.   Miss 
Intercolonial  A  P.  E.  L— Geo.  W.  Murray.  G.  C  Truro. 

N.   S.;  Eugene  Savage.   SeereUry,   Morysvllie,   N.   B. 
Ihdlana  Harbor— J.  Bloom.  G.  C.  118  Broadway.  Blue  Is- 
land. UL;  Frank  Schneider.   Secretary.   419  Plummet 

Ave..  Hammond.  Ind. 
Mslne  Central— C  C  Allen.  G.  C,  Lincoln  Center.  Mo.; 

Alex.  McMlnn.  See'y.  116  Winter  St.   Lewiston,  Mo. 
Michigan  Central— O.  Glllett  G.   C,   Lawton,   Mich.;  W 

Ruass.  SeereUry.   814  N.   Park  St.  Kalmaaoo.  Mich. 
M..  St  P.  A  B.  Bi  U,   (Boo  Line)— L.  Norby.  O.  C.  R. 

T..D.  L  Box  4,  White -Bear  Lake.  Minn. 
Mobile  A  Ohl&-J.  M.  Young.  G.  C.  1780  N.  8d  St.  Co- 

lumhus,  Mifs..;  C.  L.  Hale.  SeereUry.  Columbus,  Ky. 
Norfolt  Southern^:  -A.  Sutton,  Q.  C.  Ill  E.  Brambleton 
t      Ave..  Norfolk.  Va.:  J.  T.  PhlUlps.  SeereUry.  Bridge- 
ton.  N.  C         -  , 
Norfolk  A  Westeni^^^.  K  Gerrey.  O.  C.  E.  F.  D.  8.  Bos 

6.   Walnut  Cove,  "N.  C. ;  J.  P.   Stuart,  SeereUry,  No. 

3  Baldwin-' Ave.,  HlueOeld.  W.  Va. 
New  Brunswick  Bouthemt— B  F.  Austin.  Acting  Chairman. 

Clinch's  Mills,  N.  B.  - 
N.   O.,   M.    A  C— 

B.   L   Nicholson,  ^eeretivy,  Bay  Springs.   Miss. 
Pere    Marqu«tte— H.    Mclaughlin.   G.    C,    31   Devonshire 

PI..  St  Thomas,  Ont ;  Stephen  Tilley.  See'y.  48  Park 

Are.,   Chatham.   Ont. 
Portland  Terminal   Co.— A-   F.    Smith,   G.    C,   787   Con- 
gress St.,  Portland,  Me. 
Quebee  Cen.— J.  A..  Lessard.  O.  C.  Beauoe  Jet.  Que. 
Quebee  A  L.   St  John— J.  G.   Greffard.  G.   C.  8t   Bay- 

mond.  Que. 
Seaboard  Air  Lino— B.  D.  Bradley,  G.  C,  Box  108.  Bo- 

gart  GS.;  M  C.  Sutton.  SeereUry.  VldaUa.  Ga. 
Somerset   By.- E.    E.    CUrk.   G.    C.    Madison.    Me.;    E. 

Pierce.  SeereUry,  Box  263,  Blngtiam,  Me. 
Southern  By.— D.   P.  Langley.  G.  C,  Childersbnrg.  Ala.; 

A.  L.  Bpps.  SeereUry.  Almond.  IV.  C. 
T.    A   N.    O.— W.    Bwltaer.    G.    C,    Latofaford.    Ont;   L 

Pelkle.  SeereUry.  Tliomloe.  Ont 

Va.  By.— T.  D.  McCoy.  O  C.  MeOoy.  Vs. 

Washington  Co.  By.— Zlna  M   Cook.  G.   C.  Jacksonville. 

Mo.;  E.  J.  Palmer.  Secretary.  Whltnervllle.  Me. 
Wis.  Cen.— P.  BasmuMsn.  G.  C.  Cylon,  Wis.:  P.  McOes. 

Beorotary.  888  Court  Bt.  Chippewa  Falte.  Wis. 
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C  ^     Technical  Department     ^  J 


We  are  golog  to  write  a  few  lines  on 
winter  track  work  this  month.  This 
work  requires  just  as  much  patience  and 
skill,  if  not  more,  than  summer  repairs. 

When  old  King  Frost  gets  a  firm  grip 
on  the  roadbed  and  holds  the  ties  and 
rails  in  an  icy  embrace,  every  little  de- 
fect in  surface  and  alignment  are  now 
more  apparent,  and  the  bad  eftect  is  felt 
more  than  at  any  other  time.  If  you 
have  neglected  to  line  up  a  bad  kink 
while  the  ground  is  soft,  your  only  re- 
course now  is  to  draw  the  spikes  and 
line  up  and  respike  the  ties  after  all  the 
old  spike  holes  have  been  plugged. 

Bad  line  now  causes  a  hard  wrench  to 
rolling  stock,  and  a  hard  knock  by  each 
passing  wheel  to  the  rail,  which  often 
causes  spread  track  or  is  the  cause  of  a 
broken  rail.  Bad  swings  to  the  train  is 
also  caused  by  low  spots  in  the  rail  on 
one  side  of  the  track  only,  which  also 
causes  spread  track  and  throwing  the 
rail  out  of  alignment. 

When  a  joint  or  center  becomes  one- 
fourth  of  an  inch  below  the  level  of  the 
rail  on  opposite  side  of  the  track,  it  is 
time  it  received  your  attention,  and 
should  be  shimmed  up.  There  are  three 
kinds  of  shimming:  good,  bad  and  in- 
different It  pays  to  do  good  shimming 
whenever  you  have  to  shim  at  all. 

Shim  blocks  should  be  of  good  straight 
grained  material;  elm  or  oak  is  prefer- 
able, about  ten  inches  long  and  as  wide 
as  the  foot  of  your  rail,  four  or  five 
inches  generally.  The  shim  should  not 
be  put  between  the  tie  and  rail  length- 
wise of  either  the  tie  or  the  rail,  but 
between  the  two  angles,  and  should  fit 
tightly  diagonally  across  the  tie  between 
the  inside  and  outside  spikes,  which  will 
hold  it  in  position  and  prevent  it  from 
working  out  of  place  without  toe  nailing. 
Where  the  rail  on  both  sides  of  track  is 
down  with  a  long  run  out,  it  will  do  no 


damage  nor  be  perceptible  on  the  train. 
Where  you  have  been  shimming, 
the  spikes  should  be  driven  carefully 
down  to  the  rail,  if  driven  too  hard,  the 
head  is  often  broken  oft  or  fractured  so 
that  it  breaks  off  as  soon  as  any  strain 
is  applied  by  the  rail.  Where  shims  of 
one  inch  or  more  are  used,  the  spikes 
should  be  pulled  clear  out  of  the  tie  and 
the  hole  plugged,  always  driving  the 
spike  in  a  fresh  place,  and  in  every  in- 
stance where  the  shim  is  over  an  inch  in 
thickness,  a  brace  should  be  placed 
against  the  head  of  the  rail  outside  at 
joint,  quarter,  and  center  of  rail  to  help 
hold  the  rail  firmly  in  place. 

Where  the  track  is  shimmed  two  inches 
or  more,  the  shims  should  be  made  from 
2x6  plank  placed  squarely  on  top  of  and 
parallel  with  the  tie,  and  should  be  long 
enough  to.  spike  firmly  to  the  tie,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  spiking  at  rail,  in  which 
case  no  braces  are  necessary  because 
the  planks  spiked  to  the  tie  are  as  firm 
as  the  tie  itself. 

On  curves  where  shimming  is  done, 
bracing  is  a  most  important  factor  to 
save  track,  and  should  not  be  neglected. 
Every  hole  in  a  tie  should  be  properly 
plugged  as  soon  as  the  spike  is  drawn 
to  prevent  dirt  or  snow  from  getting  in 
the  hole  and  causing  the  tie  to  rot 

The  run  out  of  each  piece  of  shim- 
ming should  be  shimmed  down  to  one- 
sixteenth  of  an  inch,  fully  spiked  and 
gauged  before  leaving  it.  A  piece  of 
track  properly  shimmed  will  retain  its 
good  riding  qualities  n^uch  longer  with- 
out attention  than  the  same  piece  im- 
properly shimmed  with  constant  repairs 
each  day. 

Now,  when  the  frost  is  in  the  rail  is 
a  good  time  to  cut  ofP  the  broomed  ends 
of  those' rails  that  are  too  soft  to  break 
in  the  summer  time.  Mark  the  rail  en- 
tirely around  with  a  cold  chisel  and  hand 
hammer  and  see  how  easy  it  will  break 
with  only  a  small  drop. 
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Interlocking  Department. 

I  have  looked  without  result  for  some 
little  information  in  The  Advocate  from 
the  Interlocking  and  Signalmen.  Now, 
I  do  not  understand  why  some  of  our 
experienced  men  cannot  help  out  by  tell- 
ing of  some  little  things  that  have  crop- 
ped up  in  their  lives,  to  the  members 
through  The  Advocate.  I,  myself,  am  not 
much  of  a  writer,  but  I  will  try  giving 
you  a  little  information.  Of  course,  it  is 
old  news,  but  bear  in  mind,  it  is  always 
good  news.  I  am  going  to  ask  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Signal  Department  to  get 
busy  and  write  The  Advocate  to  help 
their  fellow  brothers  in  time  of  need. 
Now,  brothers,  for  a  start.  I  will  com- 
mence at  the  bottom  and  give  a  few  in- 
structions on  the  small  words,  "do  not." 
These  two  words  have  a  great  meaning, 
and  in  many  cases  save  considerable 
trouble.  Of  course,  the  words  should  be 
in  everybody's  mind.  It  does  not  matter 
what  department  he  is  in.  he  should  al- 
ways remember  these  words,  "Do  not  for- 
get!" 

Don't  forget  that  small  things  neglect- 
ed grow  to  larger  ones  and  cause  consid 
erable  trouble.  As  the  old  proverb  says: 
"A  stitch  in  time  saves  nine."  Don't  for- 
get the  traveling  public  depend  on  you 
for  their  safety  over  your ,  interlocking 
points  and  signal  territory,  and  it  is  your 
duty  to  see  everything  is  in  first-class 
condition.  Don't  forget  it  is  your  duty 
to  serve  your  master  when  he  Is  not  look- 
ing at  every  move  you  make.  Just  the 
same  as  if  he  were  there.  Don't  forget 
that  prevention  is  better  than  cure.  Don't 
neglect  your  insulations,  and  bolts  on 
your  switch  connections:  if  you  do.  you 
are  going  to  have  trouble.  Signalmen, 
don't  forget  if  you  see  a  bond  wire  off, 
there  is  something  Incorrect,  as  there  are 
two  required,  and  if  you  do  not  put  It  on, 
the  other  might  be  knocked  off,  and  then 
you  will  have  a  signal  failure.  Don't  for- 
get that  a  job  worth  doing  is  worth  do- 
ing well.  Sloppy  work  always  causes 
trouble.  Don't  forget  the  work  is  what 
you  make  It.  If  you  wish  to  make  it  a 
pleasure,  go  about  it  in  the  right  way. 
People  can  make  work  a  drudge,  but  if 
it  is  done  correctly,  it  is  a  pleasure.  Do 
not  be  grouchy.  If  you  have  a  failure, 
you  might  have  been  the  one  to  avoid 
it.  if  you  had  attended  to  it  in  the 
proper  manner.  Don't  forget  to  work  to- 
gether in  harmony.  Don't  forget  that 
your  work  Is  what  is  keeping  you  alive; 


an  idle  man  is  not  worth  much.  Remem- 
ber that  it  is  your  superior  officers  who 
have  taken  the  blunt  of  your  troubles, 
not  you,  yourselves.  Don't  forget  because 
a  fellow  employe  is  working  his  way  uf 
and  gives  you  instructions,  that  he  has 
a  swell  head.  Nothing  of  the  kind;  It 
is  only  for  your  good.  Always  remem- 
ber, "Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have 
them  to  do  unto  you." 

Now,  I  think  that  is  a  starter.  Keep 
busy,  boys,  and  help  to  keep  the  Inter- 
locking Department  in  the  Advocaie. 
Next  month,  I  will  try  to  give  you  a 
few  instructions  on  the  care  of  lamps 
and  other  sundry  information,  as  an  in- 
terlocking man  generally  starts  as  a 
lamp  man  and  works  his  way  up. 

SlOKALICAir. 

— •^(ym 


Brother  Wade  L.  Gregory,  of  Croei 
Hill,  S.  C,  has  invented  and  patented  a 
"Novel  Spike  Protector." 

Bvery  man  in  the  Maintenance  of  Way 
Department  knows  the  difficulties  tbey 
have  to  contend  with  on  curves  by  rea- 
have  to  contend  with  on  curves  by  reason 
of  the  spikes  having  their  throats  cut 

Brother  Gregory's  invention  is  intend- 
ed to  do  away  with  this  throat-cutting 
process  by  means  of  a  section  of  inm 
which  intervenes  between  the  spike  neck 
and  rail,  and  which  costs  only  a  small 
fraction  of  what  the  spike  costs. 

The  idea  is  a  good  one,  and  I  believe 
from  the  description  given  of  the  inven- 
tion that  it  will  prevent  the  cutting  of 
spikes,  and  more  than  that,  I  believe 
that  the  backing  of  iron  behind  the  plate 
having  a  flange  projecting  along  on  top 
of  the  tie  will  have  the  efTect  of  prevent- 
ing the  track  from  spreading. 

The  first  start  of  spread  track  is  a 
slight  bending  backwards  of  the  head  of 
the  spike,  which  increases  as  each  sno- 
ccssive  train  passes  over.  With  the  back- 
ing of  iron  as  provided  in  Brother  Greg- 
ory's invention,  the  head  of  the  spike, 
could  not  be  bent  back  without  pushing 
the  whole  thing  in  toto,  spike  backing, 
wood  and  all. 

Brother  Gregory's  address  is  Cross 
Hill,  S.  C.  If  any  of  our  readers  are  in- 
terested in  this  invention  and  will  write 
to  Brother  Gregory,  I  am  sure  he  will  be 
glad  to  explain  fully. 

I  regret  that  we  have  not  the  plates  to 
hand  to  show  cuts  of  this  invention,  but 
we  hope  to  have  some  in  the  near  future, 
and  will  give  our  members  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  what  it  is  like. 
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THB  TRACKMAN'S  TIUBUTB. 


(Written  for  "The  Railrqad  Man*»  liagaxine.") 
T«  may  jabber  al  yes  plaxe  ar  alay  cinches, 

Te  may  ramble  on  who  holds  th'  softest  Job; 
But  ye'll  niver  see  th'  color  av  a  dhirty  paper 
dollar 
Av  yex  pick   me   for   a  winner,   be   gob! 

(Set  yer  jacks!) 

Comparisons    Is    ojus — ^but    convlncln' — 

Th'   prlsldlnt   Is   busy   In    his   din. 
A  cuttln'  down  yer  pay — J  1st  to  pass  th*  tolme 
away — 
An'   shmokfn'   flfty-centers   now    an'    thin. 
(Uft.   bhoys!) 

His   salary   Is   somthln*   like   tin   thousand; 

He   alms   It   alsy — nayther    toll    nor   care. 
It   comes   to  him  like  tbrouble  to  a  poor  man 
—only  double — 
An*   In  tin  years  he  retires — a  millionaire! 
(Shovels,  now!) 

Thin,  mark  th'  railway  thrackman  at  his  labor, 
In  bllndln'   ylare  av  sun — or  chill  av  frost — 
Wbln  th'  divll  av  bad  weather  Is  a  tu^rln'   at 
his  tether, 
Te'II  And  th'   railroad  navvy  at  his  post. 
(Whather,  boy!) 

An*    th'   thravelln'   public  jumps  from  town  to 
elty 
On   th*  rushin'   thraln — a  minute  to  th*  mile: 
It'»    a    ••glt-there"     gait— or    bust— an'    In    God 
they  put  their  trust. 
An'   ride  o'er  death  an'  danger  wld  a  shmlle. 
(Dhr-rop  her!) 

But  should  th'   thrackman   linger  In  his  juty — 
A    broken    rail,    spread    gage,    or    misplaced 
•witch- 
Sure    It's  many's  th'  wife  at  home  mourns  for 
husband    an*    for   son 
When    they   dhrag   th'   kilt   an'   Injured    from 

the   ditch. 

(Sthralten  that  kink!) 

"Tim    nothln'   but   a  'tarnal   round   av  juty; 

Hard    labor,    care,    an*    vigilance — an'   work — 
Up     at    folve,    an'    home    at    slven— there's    no 
time  to  think  av  hlven — 
Ye    molght  ayther  be  a  hay  thin— or  a  Turk! 
(More     wather!) 

Hand  tin'    steel  or  ties  or  ballast— dltchln'   mud 

cuts— 

UVTiatlver  job  ye* re  at  yer  pay's  th'  same; 

It'«    sk   dollar  an'   tin  cents,   wld  th'  pay-clerk's 

compllmlnts. 

An*   ye'll  curse  the  longed-for  day  th*  pay-car 

camel 

(R-mn   up  th'   car!) 


But  th'  thrackman's  life  Is  very  close  to  nature. 
His  church  Is  bounded  be  th'  hlvlns  an'  alrth; 
His    sermons    Is    In    sthones,    an'    th*    tranquil 
thought  he  owns 
Is  that  he's  ayquU  of  thlm  all — In  death! 
(Good   night,    bhoys!) 

Be    patient;    keep    thy    llfework 

Well   In  hand: 
Be   trustful    where  thou   canst   not 

Understand: 
Thy  lot,   whate'er  It  be.   Is 
Wisely  planned; 
Whate'er  Its  mysteries.   Ood   holds  the  key; 
Thou  well  canst  trust  him.   and  bide  patiently 

— Selected. 
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A  WISH. 

Do  yoa  wish  the  world  were  better? 
Let  me  tell  you  what  to  do; 
a    watch    upon    your    actions;    keep    them 
always   straight    and    true; 
your    mind    of    selfish    motives,    let    your 
thoughts  be  clean  and  high. 
You  can  make  a  little  Eden  of  the  sphere  you 
occupy. 

Do  you  wish  the  world  were  wiser? 

Well,   suppose   you  make  a  start. 
By   accumulating  wisdom  In  the  scrap-book  of 

your  heart. 
Do  not  waste  one  page  on  folly;   live  to  learn 

and  learn  to  live. 
If  you  want  to  give  men  knowledge,  you  must 

get  It  ere  you  give. 

Do  you  wish  the   world  were  happy? 

Then  remember  day  by  day 
Just   to  scatter  seeds  of  kindness  as  you  pass 

along  the  way; 
For  the  pleasure  of  the  many  may  be  oft  times 

traced  to  one. 
As    the    hand    that    plants    the    acorn    shelters 
armies  from   the  sun. 

—Exchange. 

m^<y 

VACATION  VAGARIES. 


Mary  Is  back  from  the  seashore 

With  a  lovely  coat  of  tan. 
Johnny  Is  back  from  the  country. 

A   freckled  and   fat  little   man. 
Mother  Is  back  from   the   mountains. 

Looking  on  life  as  a  joke. 
And  father  Is  back  in   the  office 

Broke,  broke,   broke. 

— The    Labor    Leader. 
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THB    lASOT    OF   8TBIPATHY. 


A  JOI/r   FOB  JOB. 


I   am   a   t«nd«r-hearted   chap. 

And  thrill   with   sympathy 
When  I  encounter  aome  poor  wisht 

Who's   steeped    In    misery. 
I  stretch    to   him   a  brother's   hand 

To    ease    the   sting   of   woe. 
And   with    a    grasp    fraternal    try 

To  set  his  heart  aglow. 

I    met    a   man    the    other    day 

Who   never    makes    mistakes. 
And  gave  to  him   the  tenderest 

Of  all  my  tender  shakes. 
It  must  be  awful   to  be  right 

Forever   and  a   day. 
And  feel   that  you  have  not  been  built 

Of  truly  human  clay! 

Another    fellow    came   along 

Who  said   in   all   his   Ufa 
He'd  never  had  the  slightest  tiff 

Or    quarrel    with    his    wife; 
And  I.  I  pitied  him  indeed; 

How  bitter  is  the  cup 
Of  him  who's  never  tasted  that 

Rare  joy   of   making   up! 

And    finally    another    came. 

Amid    the   noisy   whirl. 
Who  rowed  ha'd  never  flirted  with 

Or  kissed  a  pretty  girl. 
I  bad  no  pity  for  that  man 

In  all  his  show  of  pride. 
Because,   in   spite   of  what  he  said, 

I    think    the    fellow    lied! 

Globe-Democrat — Carlyle  Smith. 
.-O^ 

A   mighty   man    In    Intellect   and   mind, 
A    faithful   man    to   men.    to    women   kind, 
A  servant  of  a  cause  he  helped   to  make, 
A  leader  of  the  band   that  shall   not  break. 
Proud    and   majestic  when   defending  right. 
Homely  and  free  at  home  with  friends  at  night. 
Master  of  words— creator  of  new  thoughts. 
True  to  his  conscience;  he  thus  life  devotes. 

Olvss  time  and  talents  to  advance  the  causa— 
The  right  to  live,   the  right  to  dream  new  laws 
That,  being  born,  shall  make  a  people  free. 
And  every   state  a  state   of  liberty. 
Long  may  he  live  his  message  to  proclaim. 
To  uproot  wrong  and  want,  and  woe  and  shame, 
To  build  Jerusalem  for  those  who  toll — 
A   free*wllled   people   and   a  free-tilled  soil. 
— Yorkshire    Times,    England. 

The  lines  above  are  culled  from  the  Yorkshire 
Factory  Times  of  a  few  months  ago.  They 
were  written  of  Mr.  Samuel  Oompers,  Presi- 
dent of  the  American  Federation  of  L«abor,  by 
Alderman  Ben  Turner,  of  Batley,  President  of 
the  General  Union  of  Weavers  and  Textils 
Workers,  who  was  one  of  the  British  delegates 
to  the  annual  convention  of  the  Federation  of 
LAbor  last  November,  and  who  was  evidently 
Impressed  by  the  personality  of  the  man. 
— Am.  FederatJonlst. 


Joe  wouldn't  join  the  union,  and  he  swors  ht 

would    ba  free; 
To    any    walkin'    delegate   he'd   never   bow  hit 

knee. 
He   settled    hla   own  wagea.    and  he  said  he'd 

ge  alone- 
He  swore  he'd  'tend  his  bostoeas  and  let  oth«i 

'tend  their  own. 
And  Joe  swelled  up  right  chesty,  and  said  he'd 

make    bold    to   state 
He'd  never  be  homawoggled  by  a  walkin'  dele- 
gate. 

A  comrade  told  Joe  capital  was  organised  for 

creed. 
But  Joe  just  laughed  and  hooted,  and  he  didn't 

give   It  heed. 
He  reckoned  he  was  smart  enough  for  holdtni 

up  hla  end 
Against  all  schemes  of  grindin'  down  that  eap<- 

tal    could   aend. 
So    with    a    merry    "ha    ha"    Joe    kept   toUifl' 

until   late. 
And  said  he'd  stand  no  bosain'  from  a  walktB' 

delegate. 

The  bosses  cut  down  wages  and  the  union  met 

all   struck; 
But  Joe  just  knuckled  under  and  tight  te  Ui 

job    he   atnck. 
And    when    employera    cheered    him   and  said. 

"Here's  a  hero,  see!" 
Joe   thought  he  waa  one  surely  and  felt  prosd 

aa   he    could   be. 
And  then  they  cut  hla  wagea  nearer  to  starva- 
tion's  rate- 
But  Joe  said.   'TU   keep  on   workln'  'spite  of 
walkin'   delegate." 

Th«n  work  stopped  because  the  bosses  cooMi't 
scare   up   "scabs"   enough. 

And  then  Joe  waa  on  hla  uppers  and  wu  feel- 
ing  mighty   tough. 

Then,   when    union    men    were   sent   for  'eaaei 
they   knew   their  ehoaen   trade. 

An  agreement  for  the  union  and  a  higher  wftie 
was   made. 

But  Joe   found  himself  at  leisure   to  sit  down 
and  contemplate 

The  freedom  he  waa  proud  of  from  the  walk- 
In'    delegate. 
— ^Wlll  M.  Maupln.  In  the  Commoner. 
^<y^ 

HB   DUO. 


He  wanted  a  job  and,    like   every  one  etock 

He  wanted  a  good  one,  you  know; 
Where  hla  dothea  would  not  aoll  and  his  btedt 
would   keep  dean. 
And  the  salary  muatn't  be  low. 
He    asked    for   a    pen,   but   they    gave  Urn  • 
spade. 
And  he  half  turned  away  with  a  shrog; 
But    he    altered    his    mind    and.    selslBg  the 
spade — he  dug  I 

He  worked  with  a  will  that  la  bound  te  loo' 


And   the  montha  and  the  years  went  aloBf- 
The  way  It  waa  rough  and  the  labor  was  hard. 

But  his  heart  he  kept  filled  with  a  song. 
Some  jeered  at  him  and  sneered  at  the  task, 
but   he  plugged 
Just  aa  hard  aa  he  ever  could  ^vg; 
Their  words  never  seejned  to  distaff  him  a  Wt 
— aa  he  dug. 

The  day  came  at  last  when  they  called  ta  the 
spade 
And  gave  him  a  pea  In  Ita  plaee 
The  joy  of  achievement  waa  sweet  to  his  ta»t« 

And   victory  ahone  on  hla  facoi 
We  can't  always  get  what  we  hope  for  at  lint 

Suceeaa  cuta  many  queer  jlgi^ 
But  one  thing  Is  aure  a  man  will  aocceed-tf 
he  diga. 
— ^X^OQla  B.  Thayer  te  The  Metropolltta 
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NOTICE  TO  CORRFSPONDENTS. 

AU  oontribations  to  our  correspondence  columns  most  be  in  NOT  LATER  than  the  TENTH  OF  THE 
MONTH  to  insure  imblication. 

Articles  most  be  written  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Noms  de  plume  may  be  used,  but  every  article 
moat  be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  and  address  of  the  writer  to  insure  insertion. 

"We  shall  be  clad  to  receive  articles  on  any  subject  of  general  interest  to  the  fraternity. 

Sectarian,  partisan,  sectional  or  racial  discussions  will  not  be  printed. 

All  communications  are  subject  to  revision  or  rejection,  as  the  editor  may  deem  proper. 

The  editor  does  not  assume  responsibility  for  the  opinions  expressed  by  contributors  in  this  aepartment 

All  correspondence  pertaining  to  the  Advooatb  should  be  addressed  to  S.  J.  Pbgg.  Editor  and  Manager 
Vanol  BnHdinff.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 


President's  Message. 

Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers: 

Once  more  a  new  month  brings  the 
time  for  another  word  of  greeting  to  the 
good  friends  who  are  making  my  mes- 
sages  SQch  pleasant  sending  and  sjich 
pleasant  reading,  as  they  each  record 
continued  success.  I  do  not  think  that 
in  our  Brotherhood's  history  we  have 
erer  had  the  pleasant  experience  of  1911, 
viz.:  that  each  month  in  succession  has 
broken  the  record  of  its  namesake  of  a 
former  year  nor  so  many  months  which 
have  exceeded  the  record  of  its  name- 
sake of  any  former  year.  October  re- 
peats the  performance  of  the  preceding 
months  of  1911  and  its  present  financial 
story  of  being  way  beyond  October,  1910; 
not  only  that  but  beyond  the  record  of 
any  preyious  Octobers,  barring  one.  And 
this  has  been  done  despite  the  fact  that 
some  of  our  very  best  workers,  Vice- 
Presidents  Irwin  in  Canada,  Powell,  Vur- 
pia  and  Powers  have,  owing  to  the  va- 
rious duties  to  which  I  will  refer  later 
been  practically  out  of  the  direct  money- 
getting  part  of  their  duties  I  say  "direct 
money  getting,"  referring  to  their  double 
capacity  of  vice-president  and  organizer, 
for  assuredly,  the  work  they  are  en- 
gaged in  at  present  means  financial  re- 
sults later.  Brother  Powers  is  taking  a 
much  needed  rest  to  recuperate  after  the 


strain  of  his  splendid  services  on  the 
Lackawanna.  So,  with  thanks  to  the 
workers  everywhere  whose  loyal  co-oper- 
ation is  making  our  history  so  profitable 
to  our  membership  and  my  own  part  in 
it  so  pleasant  to  myself,  I  once  more 
send  the  cheerful  slogan,  "Let  the  good 
work  go  on!" 

The  month,  of  1911  which  did  not  re- 
cord some  very  decided  gain  in  the  com- 
forts brought  to  the  homes  of  our  people, 
either  by  the  securing  of  first  schedules, 
or  the  revision  of  a  former  one,  would 
seem  out  of  harmony  with  its  fellows. 
And  so  October  opens  up  with  the  good 
news  that  General  Chairman  Gerrey,  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western,  got  a  very  hand- 
some increase  secured  in  the  revision  of 
the  schedule  by  himself  and  the  good  fel- 
lows of  the  Joint  Protective  Board  v>f 
that  road.  The  increase  was  a  substan- 
tial one  and  accompanied  as  it  was  with 
tbe  good  will  of  all  the  officials  con- 
cerned, from  Vice-President  and  General 
Manager  Maher  down,  making  it  all  the 
more  valuable.  I  only  repeat  what  I 
have  often  said  before,  that  the  good 
will  of  the  officials  with  whom  we  have 
to  deal  is  as  valuable  as  money  and 
has  very  much  to  do  with  making  life 
and  service  pleasant  I  am  sure  with 
such  an  excellent  adviser  going  around 
amongst  them  as  General  Chairman  Ger- 
rey, I  need  not  point  out  t^j;£u^Jt|^t 
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better  rates  should  mean,  wherever  it 
can  be  improved,  better  service,  as  the 
very  best  evidence  that  good  pay  and 
fair  treatment  is  a  paying  investment  of 
the  railway  company's  money. 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  me  to  hear  from 
our  general  chairman  of  conferences  with 
the  officials  terminating  in  mutual  good 
will.  I  have  often  said  I  feel  certain 
that  the  oftener  our  representatives  and 
the  officials  meet,  the  better  the  officials 
will  realize  the  worth  of  their  mainten- 
ance of  way  employees  and  the  more 
they  will  see  that  our  chairmen  and 
members  of  the  Joint  Protective  Boards 
are  fair-minded  men  who  could  see  ma^ 
ters  from  the  company's  standpoint  as 
well  as  from  their  own  point  of  view. 
I  have  had  several  letters  recently  from 
operating  officials  who  have  been  meet- 
ing our  Joint  Protective  Boards  in  these 
schedule  conferences,  who  write  me  gen- 
erously of  their  appreciation  of  the  faith- 
ful services  of  the  maintenance  of  way 
employees.  On  the  C.  P.  R.,  western 
lines,  some  well  deserved  promotions  of 
officials  with  whom  Chairman  Dorey, 
Vice-President  Irwin  and  their  J.  P.  B. 
have  been  frequently  brought  into  con- 
tact, gave  me  a  pleasant  opportunity 
to  congratulate  Vice-President  Bury  on 
his  promotion.  I  am  certain  maintenance 
of  way  folk  everywhere  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  an  expression  of  appreciation 
from  an  official  of  Vice-President  Bury's 
wide  experience  and  -acquaintance  with 
our  duties,  and  our  manner  of  perform- 
ing the  same  on  both  eastern  and  west- 
em  lines  of  the  great  C.  P.  R.  system 
He  says  in  part: 

"I  received  a  great  many  letters  on 
my  recent  promotion,  but  I  can  say  with 
all  sincerity  that  none  gave  me  greater 
pleasure  than  yours  of  the  17th,  because 
it  conveys  the  expressions  of  good  will 
of  yourself,  and  also  of  a  vast  army 
of  men  whose  work  has  been  signalized 
by  loyalty  and^devotion  to  duty.  I  thank 
you  most  heartily  for  these  good  ex- 
pressions, and  through  you  the  Main- 
tenance of  Way  Employees." 

I  feel  certain  that  such  hearty  ack- 
nowledgment of  our  devotion  to  duty 
from  one  who  knows  so  well  whereof  he 
speaks  will  strengthen  our  loyalty  and 


hearty  co-op«ration  everjrwhere  in  doing 
our  part  in  promoting  the  prosperity  of 
the  company  which  we  serve.  While  it 
is  true  that  "soft  words  butter  no  par- 
snips," in  a  case  such  as  the  C.  P.  IL 
where  the  boys  have  secured  in  their 
recent  revision  of  their  schedule  both 
the  butter  and  the  parsnips,  they  will 
certainly  lighten  labor  and  make  service 
pleasant 

Vice-President  Vurpia  has  had  tron- 
bles  of  his  own  on  the  arbitration  of 
the  C.  H.  &  D.  in  the  matter  of  securing 
a  Judge  as  per  the  agreement  to  submit 
the  wage  controversy  to  arbitration  and 
I  have  had  to  answer  his  summons  to 
come  to  Cincinnati  three  times,  but  as 
I  write  everything  4ieems  to  point  to  a 
speedy  hearing  with  a  third  man  on 
the  Board  and  an  award  which  I  am  cer 
tain  will  be  favorable  to  us. 

Brother  Vurpia's  good  work  in  secur- 
ing the  arbitration  may,  and  I  hope  will, 
have  beneficial  results  in  inducing  otlier 
roads  to  accept  the  offer  of  arbitration 
of  a  rate  and  wage  controversy  which  t 
railway  company  will  always  receive  from 
us  where  a  settlement  by  conference 
fails.    "So  mote  it  be!" 

Vice-President  Irwin  and  General 
Chairman  Dorey  are  making  a  most  im- 
portant itinerary  of  Western  C.  P.  R- 
lines  and  will  meet  with  all  the  lodges 
on  that  portion  of  the  great  system.  I 
think  I  can  safely  say  that  no  meetings 
ever  held  on  that  road,  not  excepting 
President  Wilson's  and  mine  in  1902. 
will  have  a  greater  educational  valne 
than  these.  In  1902  we  were  hoping 
for  a  schedule  but  probably  giving  more 
attention  to  thorough  organization  and 
preparation  for  presenting  our  case  to 
the  arbitration  board,  should  the  genend 
manager  and  our  committee  not  agree  as 
to  our  proposed  schedule.  This  itin- 
erary will  deal  practically  with  sched- 
ules and  revision  of  schedules  and  wOl 
undoubtedly  be  a  source  of  great  and 
needed  enlightenment  to  our  people  as  to 
the  difficulties  of  the  work  of  which 
those  who  have  not  served  on  the  board 
have  not  much  knowledge.    I  am  glad  to 

learn   from  Chairmait>  Dorey  t  and  Vice- 
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President  Irwin,  who,  by  the  wa7»  form  a 
splendid  team,  that  the  meetings  have 
been  well  attended  and  the  work  of  the 
above  named  brothers  and  the  other 
members  of  the  J.  P.  B.  east  and  west, 
thoroughly  appreciated.  The  itinerary 
which  began  at  Ft  William  on  October 
17th,  will  not  end  until  December  10th, 
so  it  will  be  seen  the  work  is  being 
thoroughly  attended  to,  and  I  have  tried 
and  I  hope  with  fair  success  to  give  the 
greatest  number  possible  an  opportunity 
to  attend  and  learn  from  these;  two,  who 
have  had,  as  general  chairman,  in  Broth- 
er Dorey,  and  secretary  of  the  board  for 
years  and  now  vice-president,  in  the  case 
of  Brother  Irwin,  much  to  do  with  the 
pleasing  record  I  am  from  month  to 
month  recording. 

Vice-President  Powell  in  the  south  has 
had  many  irons  in  the  fire,  but  good  head 
work  has  not  allowed  any  of  them  to 
bum,  and  a  piece  of  good  work  done 
by  him  is  getting  the  Atlantic  Coast 
Line  men  lined  up  so  that  he  expects  to 
meet  them  this  month  to  frame  a  sched- 
ule to  present  to  the  management.  I 
confess  I  doubted  the  possibility  of  this 
being  done  at  present,  owing  to  our  hav- 
ing lost  out  so  badly  in  a  strike  there 
a  few  years  ago,  but  Brother  Powell  per- 
suaded me  to  let  him  try  it,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  record  the  success  of  himself 
and  the  good  brothers  who  have  been 
assisting  him  and  who  have  been  suc- 
cessful in  the  work.  If  they  are  only 
backed  up  by  the  maintenance  of  way 
employees,  I  feel  sanguine  we  Will  again 
have  a  schedule  on  the  A.  C.  L.  I  hope 
to  meet  him  in  Atlanta  next  week,  and 
U  is  just  possible  I  may  be  able  to  at- 
tend with  him  the  meeting  of  the  A.  C. 
Li.  representatives  which  he  has  called 
unless  my  duties  as  one  of  our  delegates 
to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  convention  prevents. 

Along  with  Brother  T.  J.  O'Donnell,  of 
pur  Grand  Executive  Committee,  and 
General  Chairman  Gerrey  of  the  Norfolk 
&  Western,  I  will  be  In  attendance  as 
delegate  at  the  convention  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L,  in  Atlanta,  and  immediately  after 
at  the  convention  of  the  federafed  rail- 
way brotherhoods.    Then  I  will  meet  all 


and  sundry  who  can  attend  a  meeting 
of  our  Brotherhood  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on 
the  26th,  and  then  back  to  St.  Louis, 
where  I  hope  to  greet  Chairman  Noyes 
and  the  members  of  our  Grand  Executive 
Committee,  in  their  annual  audit. 

I  feel  certain  that  the  audit  will,  as 
usual,  find  Secretary-Treasurer  Pegg's  af- 
fairs in  apple-pie  order,  all  monies  duly 
accounted  for  with  receipts  for  each  and 
every  expenditure.  Brother  Pegg  and  his 
staff  of  able  and  loyal  assistants  need 
no  eulogy  from  me.  The  report  of  the 
Grand  Executive  Committee  ever  since 
Brother  Pegg  has  handled  our  dollars 
has  been  his  best  eulogy. 

On  the  Intercolonial  and  P.  E.  I.  rail- 
ways, being  the  government  system  of 
railways  in  Canada,  a  vote  has  been 
taken  and  almost  to  a  man  is  in  favor 
of  having  their  system  division  made 
thoroughly  up  to  date  by  having  a  gen- 
eral chairman  who  will  give  his  whole 
time  to  the  work  of  caring  for  the  inter- 
ests of  the  maintenance  of  way  em- 
ployees on  that  system.  They  have  also 
given  an  almost  unanimous  vote  In  ap- 
proval of  the  plan  of  paying  a  fixed  sum 
as  system  division  dues,  to  be  paid  at 
the  same  time  and  manner  as  their 
Grand  Lodge  dues,  and  to  be  devoted  sa- 
credly and  solely  to  the  purposes  of  their 
system  division.  I  cordially  commend 
them  for  their  wise  step  and  am  certain 
it  will  prove  a  success  with  them  as  it 
has  on  the  C.  P.  R.,  B.  &  M.,  C.  N.  and 
in  fact  every  road  on  which  it  has  been 
tried.  The  amount  of  the  system  divi- 
sion dues  is  $3.00,  to  be  paid,  as  I  said 
at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  man- . 
ner  as  their  other  dues. 

On  the  Pere  Marquette,  the  Buffalo  di- 
vision, which  means  from  Windsor,  op- 
posite Detroit,  to  Buffalo,  a  committee 
has  been  trying  to  secure  a  schedule  and 
have  had  several  interviews  with  General 
Superintendent  Trump  for  that  purpose. 
The  last  conference  was  held  on  October 
30th,  but  the  offer  which  Mr.  Trump 
made  of  a  very  slight  increase  to  some 
of  the  yards  but  no  general  increase,  was 
considered  unsatisfactory  by  Chairman 
McLaughlin  and  his  comrades  on  the  J. 
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P.  B.  They,  however.  Intend  to  put  the 
matter  up  to  the  men,  asking  them  to 
vote  on  the  question  of  accepting  Qen 
eral  Superintendent  Trump's  offer  or  to 
give  him  another  chance  to  grant  them 
a  schedule  with  the  altemative  of  their 
asking  for  an  investigation  which  will 
practically  mean  an  arbitration  under 
the  Lemieux  Act  If  the  vote  is,  as  I 
presume  it  will  be,  unanimous,  in  turning 
down  the  offer  of  Mr.  Trump  and  in- 
structing their  chairman  to  proceed,  I 
am  certain  that  the  award  of  the  Board 
will  be  entirely  in  favor  of  the  men's 
schedule  and  that  they  will  be  given 
fair  working  conditions  and  increase  in 
pay. 

October  30th,  by  the  way,  was  Thanks- 
giving Day  in  Canada,  and  so  I  crossed 
to  Windsor  and  shared  in  the  rejoicing 
that  evening  over  the  blessings  which 
a  gracious  Providence  had  vouchsafed 
Canada  in  the  abundant  prosperity  of  the 
last  year,  and  I  was  able  to  join  in  the 
Thanksgiving  very  sincerely  in  the  re- 
membrance of  the  good  that  has  come 
to  our  craft  since  the  New  Year  day 
found  us  with  three  investigations  on 
our  hands,  viz.:  the  C.  P.  R.,  C.  N.  R.,  and 
G.  T.  P.,  and  no  assurance  except  as  our 
own  faith  might  give  it  to  us  as  to  what 
the  outcome  would  be.  With  our  best 
hopes  realized,  I  need  not  say  that  it 
was  easy  for  me  to  give  thanks  both  for 
myself  and  our  good  people;  and  this 
reminds  me  that  Thanksgiving  Day  in 
the  United  States  will  be  with  us  and 
past  before  you  have  read  this  letter, 
but  for  the  good  that  has  come  to  us 
on  the  many  roads  on  which  we  have 
been  securing  increases  In  our  rates  of 
pay  and  improved  conditions,  our  hearts 
may  well  go  up  In  gratitude  to  the  Giver 
of  all  good  and  perfect  gifts  for  the  bless- 
ings that  have  come  to  the  homes  of  our 
good  people  in  this  year  of  grace,  1911. 
I  said  in  my  last  letter  that  I  had  not 
the  least  doubt  that  the  publicity  which 
v/as  given  to  the  distressing  condition 
of  section  men,  especially  on  the  Lacka- 
wanna railway,  would  bring  good  results. 
Clippings  have  been  sent  to  me  by  some 
of  our  good  boys  on  that  road,  taken 


from  the  Scranton  papers,  "Tnitli''  and 
"The  Times,**  sUting  that  the  seeticn 
men  of  the  Lackawanna  railroad  are  to 
have  an  increase  in  their  wages,  hegjtor 
uing  the  first  of  March,  and  that  there 
will  be  no  catting  of  their  wages  by  cut- 
ting the  hours  this  winter.  A  good 
cause  is  never  lost. 

My  letter  is  going  to  be  quite  lengthy, 
and  as  I  am  winding  up  all  arrears  ol 
correspondence  which   my  frequent  ab- 
sence from  headquarters  has  allowed  to 
somewhat  accumulate,  in  order  to  spend 
the  month  of  November,  except  that  part 
of  it  which  will  be  devoted  to  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  convention,  in  meeting  with  our 
lodges  in  Georgia,  I  will  close  for  the 
present,  promising  through  the  editorial 
colums,  by  the  grace  of  Editor  Pegg, 
to  be  able  to  give  a  sketch  both  of  the 
meetings  held  and  of  the  affairs  of  tibe 
A.  F.  of  L.  convention  and  the  meeting 
of  the  Railroad  Employees'  Departm^t 
afterwards.     You  will  all,  I  know,  joiB 
with  me  in   trusting  that  the  men  oa 
strike  on  the  Harriman  and  Illinois  Cen- 
tral lines  may  secure  recognition  of  their 
federated  committees  to  the  advantage 
of  both  the  company  and  the  employees, 
and  also  join  me  strongly  in  the  hope 
that  some  day  legislation  may  provide 
some  means  of  compelling  railway  con- 
panies   and  their  employees  to  sabinit 
their  differences  to  an  impartial  Board, 
after  the  manner  of  the  Lemieux  Act  in 
Canada,  before  the  employees  can  strike 
or  the  company  do  any  locking  out    I 
propose  at  the  coming  convention  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  to  Introduce  a  resolution  ask- 
ing that  the  Erdman  Act  shall  be  applied 
to  all  railway  employees  and  that  similir 
legislation  to  the  Lemieux  Act  of  Can- 
ada may  be  put  upon  the  statute  books 
in  our  Congress  and  Senate  in  behalf  of 
employees  on  roads  governed  by  the  In- 
terstate Commerce  Commission;  that  1 
think  should  give  us  a  legislation  not 
simply  confined  to  the  states,  but  which 
would  be  looked  after  by  the  federal  gov- 
emment 

Did  you  get  your  pictures  safely?  They 
were  long  in  coming  but  they  are  sach 
a  splendid  piece  of  the  photographers'  art 
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that  they  have  paid  the  waiting  for.  Do 
you  note  the  president  and  secretary  of 
the  Auxiliary,  and  don't  they  look  like 
capable  women,  and  do  you  realize  how 
much   it  would  mean  to  all  our  good 
wives,  sisters  and  daughters  if  they  were 
interested  and  posted  on  the  objects  of 
organization  and  the  benefits  it  has  se- 
cured, and  don't  you  think  it  would  help 
your   lodge  of  the  Brotherhood  if  you 
had   an  Auxiliary  in  it?    Just  take  an- 
other look  at  the  faces  of  these  two  good 
ladies,  also  the  vice-presidents  and  mem- 
bers of  their  Bxecutive  Ck)mmittee,  and 
I  am  sure  you  will  feel  that  your  interests 
will  be  safe  in  their  hands  and  that  it  is 
your  duty  to  back  these  good  women  up 
in  the  work  which  they  are  trying  to  do 
in  making  the  home  a  happier  place  for 
all  its  inmates.    They  are  all  home  build- 
ins  wives  and  mothers,  each  and  every 
one  of  them.    There  is  an  idea  that  a 
woman  who  takes  part  in  work  of  this 
kind  is  a  gadabout  with  no  children,  but 
a  poodle  dog  to  care  for,  but  nothing  of 
more  value.    Well,  just  take  another  look 
at  these  good  ladies  and  see  if  you  don't 
see  in  their  faces  that  they  are  not  the 
kind  of  women  of  whom  one  thinks  in 
connection  with  a  poodle  dog,  and  just 
drop  a  line  to  each  of  them,  asking  for 
an  application  for  yourself  as  an  ii^divid- 
nal  member  or  for  an  application  for 
charter,  so  that  you  may  form  a  lodge. 
With  best  wishes  to  all^  our  good  work- 
ers everywhere,  and  as  before  you  will 
receive  my  next  letter  Christmas  will 
have  come  and  gone,  let  me  wish  you, 
although  very  long  in  advance,  a  happy 
Thanksgiving  and  Merry  Christmas  and 
Happy  New  Year!    Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 
A.  B.  Lows, 
President 


.-»o-»- 


Pinner's  Point,  Va. 

Well,  I  must  try  and  write  a  few  lines 
for  our  next  issue  of  the  Advocate. 

We  had  our  regular  meeting  for  the 
month  of  October.  There  was  a  large 
crowd  and  an  extra  good  meeting,  which 
we  all  enjoyed  very  much.    We  had  an 


election  of  officers  and  they  made  me 
Journal  Agent,  which  I  appreciate  very 
much,  for  I  know  there  were  others  who 
could  write  more  interesting  letters  than 
I.  but  I  will  try  and  do  better  in  the 
future.  Now,  boys,  if  I  make  this  letter 
too  long,  you  must  not  get  tired  reading 
it.  for  I  am  writing  this  on  my  type- 
writer and  when  I  get  started  I  never 
know  when  to  stop.  I  hope  you  will  par- 
don me  if  I  go  too  far  with  what  I  am 
going  to  say  in  your  behalf,  but  I  feel 
it  is  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  our  money  for  the  next  half- 
year  will  soon  be  due  and  the  time  is 
fast  approaching  when  it  will  be  neces 
sary  to  pay  our  dues  in  advance  in  or- 
der to  get  our  working  card  before  the 
old  one  is  out.  We  should  all  pay  our 
dues  in  the  month  of  December.  Now, 
let  us  not  forget  this  important  fact. 
Keep  in  good  standing  in  our  wonderful 
little  Order,  and  let  us  see  how  many 
new  members  we  can  bring  in  for  the 
New  Year.  We  are  always  ready  to  wel- 
come them.  Norfolk  and  Danville  divi- 
sion are  so  glad  to  welcome  new  mem- 
bers that  they  are  getting  everybody  in 
sight,  but  now,  are  we  going  to  keep 
them?  Yes,  we  will  do  all  we  can  in 
order  to  keep  all  the  boys  in  good  stand- 
ing. Most  of  the  boys  on  the  Norfolk 
Division  are  very  prompt  in  paying  their 
dues.  However,  at  times  some  of  them 
are  a  little  late,  but  it  is  better  late 
than  never.  Do  not  be  like  one  of  the 
men  who  was  working  on  this  division. 
The  brothers  tried  to  get  him  to  join 
the  Order,  but  for  some  reason  he  re- 
fused. Some  time  later,  he  lost  his  job, 
then  he  saw  his  mistake,  but  it  was  too 
late.  He  told  the  brothers  if  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Order  he  would 
never  have  been  discharged.  I  said  I 
was  very  glad  to  hear  him  say  this,  for 
I  consider  it  a  grand  thing  to  belong  to 
a  Brotherhood  or  Union  that  will  look 
after  your  interests  to  that  extent 

Now,  boys,  let  us  see  if  we  cannot 
make  the  New  Year  a  better  one  than 
the  past  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  if  we  only  try.  I  would  like  to  see 
some  of  the  wes^.  end^  ^^qg^^^e 
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meetings.  You  come  so  seldom.  Wby 
is  it? 

I  heard  some  of  tbe  boys  grumbled 
about  my  not  writing  to  the  Advocate, 
and  when  I  did,  I  wrote  such  short  let- 
ters, so  I  hope  this  one  will  be  long 
enough  to  satisfy  them. 

I  will  close  for  this  time,  wishing  you 
a  merry  Christmas  and  a  happy  New 
Year.  Let  us  cheer  the  sad,  visit  the 
sick  and  remain  true  friends  of  the 
Brotherhood. 

May    th«    New    Year   that    ia    dawning. 

So  fresh  and  so  pure. 
Bo  full  of  the  pleasures 

That  always  endure. 

The  sunshine  of  love. 

The  Joy   of  kind   deeds. 
The  brightness  of  smiles 

That   the  sad   world  so   needs. 

The  kindly  word  uttered. 

The  angry  unspoken; 
The  merry  heart's  laughter 

To  heal  the  hearts  broken. 

And  when  the  New  Tear 

Has  grown  old  and  gray. 
May  you  give  It  back  spotless 

And   pure  as  today. 

Yours  very  truly, 

W.  H.  Hendrigk, 
Journal  Agent. 

m^y ; — 

Anapra»  New  Mex. 


NEVER  LOWER  YOUR  COLORS. 

It  is  no  child's  play  to  build  up  a 
world-wide  movement,  to  engage  in;  a 
world-wide  struggle,  to  achieve  a  world- 
wide victory  for  humanity.  Every  con- 
ceivable obstacle  will  be  put  in  the 
way  of  such  a  movement  and  every  con- 
ceivable effort  made  to  thwart  its  prog- 
ress and  defeat  its  end.  The  reason  for 
this  is  so  obvious  as  to  be  self-evident 
The  building  of  a  labor  organization  is 
in  truth  the  building  of  a  new  humanity. 
It  involves  the  most  stupendous  strug- 
gles man  ever  engaged  in.  In  this  strug- 
gle, courage,  persistency,  self-forget  ful- 
ness, rigid  honesty,  uncompromising  and 
everlasting  patience  are  requisite  in  the 
largest  measure  possible. 

Let  no  one  Join  the  Brotherhood  move- 
ment with  the  expectation  that  he  is 
starting  on  a  beautiful  summer  excur- 
sion. Let  him  understand  that  from  the 
moment  he  Joins  he  eulists  for  war  and 


for  life;  for  the  holiest  war  ever  waged 
by  man  and  for  the  noblest  life  that 
is  possible  for  a  man  to  live.  There 
are  many  who  become  discouraged  and 
drop  out  after  realizing  what  it  means 
to  be  a  strong  brotherhood  man.  The 
movement  loses  nothing  when  they  go, 
for  they  were  not  born  to  serve  it.  They 
lacked  the  fibre  to  stand  and  withstand, 
and  when  the  test  came  the  gods  pushed 
them  aside  to  make  room  for  others  with 
the  red  blood  that  is  unconquerably  flow- 
ing in  their  veins.  In  every  town  ami 
city  there  is  a  struggle  that  tries  men 
and  women  to  the  core  to  build  up  the 
movement  There  are  methods  and  dif- 
ferences about  tactics  and  about  the 
propaganda.  There  are  temperamental 
difterences,  personal  differences  and  a& 
other  kinds  of  differences  culminating  at 
times  in  temperamental  quarrels,  person- 
al matred  and  nasty  personalities,  but 
these  all  combined  are  the  merest  inci- 
dental mosquito  bites  in  the  world  move- 
ment known  as  the  labor  organizations. 
All  these  experiences  are  necessary  and 
all  are  finally  fruitful  of  good  results, 
since  all  tend  to  broaden  the  experi- 
ence, increase  the  wisdom  and  hammer 
into  shape  the  solidity  of  those  antag- 
onistic surface  elements  which  at  bottom 
are  not  at  variance  with  each  other,  but 
on  the  contrary  are  fundamental  and 
lack  only  understanding  to  bring  them 
into  harmonious  co-operation  to  achieve 
their  common  supremacy. 

Let  no  brother  feel  unduly  perturbed 
about  the  local  lookout  or  about  the 
movement  in  general  because  of  those 
petty  disagreements  or  personal  misun- 
derstandings, for  in  spite  of  them  all, 
the  great  forces  are  at  work;  in  spite 
of  them  all,  the  labor  movements  are 
forging  ahead  grandly  everywhere,  in 
fulfillment  of  their  glorious  historic  mis- 
sion, after  long  tedious  hours  of  sleep- 
less nights,  trying  to  find  ways  out  of 
difficulties  presented  by  the  conflicting 
conditions  of  economic  life.  Perhaps  yoa 
do  not  know  what  economic  life  is. 
Well,  you  should  learn — the  bread  and 
butter  struggle  for  existence.  And  yet 
you  will  not  listen  to  those  who  have 
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studied  the  matter  and  know  a  way  that 
would  eliminate  these  struggles  for  your 
life  and  your  children's  lives.  If  some- 
one comes  along  and  tells  you  they  have 
a  new  machine  that  will  do  your  work 
with  half  the  time  and  expense,  you  will 
listen  and  try  to  understand,  but  when 
an  organizer  tries  to  explain  a  labor 
machine  that  will  do  infinitely  more  for 
you,  you  sneer  at  him  and  will  not  try 
to  understand,  and  yet  your  understand- 
ing is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  that 
machine.  It  would  do  so  much  for  you 
and  your  children.  The  Brotherhood 
movement  desires  it  for  the  good  ot 
yourself  and  your  children,  but  they 
know  they  cannot  get  it  without  your 
help,  and  thousands  are  suffering  in  pov- 
erty, want  and  despair  because  you  will 
not  listen  and  try  to  understand  the  men 
who  have  made  a  life  study  of  the  move- 
ment they  are  trying  to  teach  you.  Give 
ua  the  man  who  can  hang  on  when  others 
let  go,  who  pushes  ahead  when  others 
turn  back,  who  stiffens  up  when  others 
weaken  and  who  advances  when  others 
retreat,  who  knows  no  such  word  as 
"CAN'T,"  or  who  never  gives  up,  and  I 
will  show  you  the  man  who  will  win  in 
the  end,  no  matter  what  opposes  him 
and  no  matter  what  obstacles  confront 
him. 

They  say  the   world   Is   round,   and  yet 

I  often  think   It  square — 
So  many   little  hurts  we  get 

Prom   corners   here   and    there. 

But   one   sad    truth    In   life   I've   found. 
While  journeyingr  cast  and  west: 

The  only   folks  we  really   wound 
Are  those  we  love  the  best. 

We  flatter  those  we  scarcely  know. 
We  please  the  fleetinfc  guest. 
.     And  deal  full  many  a  thoughtless  blow 
To  those  we  love  the  best. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  success  of 
the  Union,  I  remain,  yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 
J.  B.  Panoost. 

— 9^0^ 

Orangcvillc  Lodge,  No.  214. 

The  advantage  of  the  awakening  Uh 
terest  in  the  legislative  matters  that 
bave  grown  out  of  the  Legislative  De- 
partment of  our  Brotherhood  should  not 
be  allowed  to  slumber;  to  be  again  rude- 
ly awakened  when  the  public    war    is 


sounded,  at  a  time  when  general  legis- 
lation will  command  our  attention.  We 
should  be  forewarned  and  should  take  to 
heart  and  mind  the  lessons  we  have 
learned  or  should  have  learned  from  the 
past,  that  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price 
of  peace  as  well  as  liberty.  Has  not  ex- 
perience taught  us  that  every  battle  won 
is  carefully  planned  before  actual  en- 
gagement takes  place,  and  should  we  not 
profit  by  past  experience,  by  analyzing 
our  problem  and  following  in  the  lines 
that  have  in  the  past  proven  correct? 
Much,  of  course,  can  be  said  in  Justifi- 
cation of  the  existence  of  corporations. 
They  are  a  necessary  part  of  our  sys- 
tem and  ,we  should  not  decry  their  ex- 
istence so  long  as  they  are  conducted  in 
a  reasonable  manner,  but  it  certainly 
must  be  admitted,  because  it  is  known 
or  all  men,  that  very  many  corporations, 
aud  particularly  of  the  interstate  charac- 
ter, have  resorted  to  means  that  were 
neither  morally  or  legally  justifiable.  In 
truth,  many  corporations  have  so  delib- 
erately violated  and  defied  the  laws  of 
the  land  as  to  bring  themselves  into  unl* 
versal  disrepute,  and  unfortunately,  many 
corporations  have  been  so  conducted  as 
to  violate  every  conception  of  humanity 
and  Justice,  the  sole  idea  being  the  de- 
claring of  dividends.  It  is  because  ot 
the  defiance  of  the  spirit  of  fairness  and 
of  the  laws  of  the  land  that  laboring 
men  have  been  compelled  to  organize  in 
order  that  the  measure  of  Justice  might 
be  exacted  from  their  employers.  Nat- 
urally |tnd  unavoidably  the  organization 
of  legH^tive  boards  has  grown  out  of 
the  original  and  general  organization  ot 
labor,  and  it  is  to  these  boards  and  to 
the  friends  of  labor  generally  that  we 
must  look  for  ultimate  relief,  ^uch  has 
already  been  accomplished,  much  more 
remains  to  be  done.  It  is  important  that 
all  men  who  are  engaged  in  hazardous 
work  should  keep  step  with  the  progress 
that  is  being  made  by  legislative  enact* 
ments  to  better  their  conditions,  and  not 
only  this  but  they  should  unite  more  close- 
ly in  order  to  perfect  their  organization 
and  obtain  in  the  end  absolute  Justice  be- 
tween themselvgpg.^.^^(^y@^(5ppioyera 
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This,  they  are  entitled  to.  To  consent  to 
less  is  to  yield  to  a  point  not  warranted 
by  Justice. 

In  conclusion,  brother,  I  admonish  you 
to  consider  the  great  questions  of  hu- 
manity  underlying  our  Brotherhood.  I 
beg  of  you  in  the  name  of  women  and 
children  whom  we  are  in  duty  bound  to 
protect,  in  the  memory  of  those  who 
have  gone  down  to  death  at  their  post 
of  duty  in  a  tangled  wreck  and  by  the 
teachings  of  Him  who  commanded  us  to 
"Bear  ye  one  another's  burdens"  to  rally 
to  the  stand  of  progress.  I  entreat  you 
to  take  a  constant  and  ever  increasing 
interest  in  and  to  become  exponents  and 
teachers  of  the  principles  underljring  our 
great  Brotherhood.  I  ask  you  to  unsel* 
fishly  promise  your  support  and  carry 
your  individual  part  of  the  burden.  By 
so  doing  you  will  have  become  a  part  of 
that  movement  which  leads  on  to  prog- 
ress  and  Justice.  Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 
Thos.  Bennett. 
•  o^ 

Goldsboro,  N.  C. 

As  our  Journal  writer  seems  to  be  de- 
ceased, I  will  write  a  few  lines  in  order 
to  find  out  if  he  is  dead  for  a  certainty. 
I  am  always  glad  to  receive  my  Journal, 
so  that  I  can  read  the  letters  from  the 
different  brothers  throughout  America. 
I  wish  I  was  able  to  write  something 
interesting,  but  do  not  feel  I  can  do  so. 
I  said  at  one  time  that  if  there  was  noth- 
ing in  the  Brotherhood  for  me,  I  had  no 
use  for  it,  but  dear  friends,  that  was  a 
wrong  view.  "No  man  liveth  unto  him- 
self." If  we  are  not  able  to  gain  much 
for  ourselves,  let  us  help  others  to  gain 
what  they  can  Justly  obtain  in  this  life. 
If  we  are  working  for  ourselves  alone, 
we  will  soon  pass  away  and  that  will 
leave  a  new  beginning  for  all  filling 
our  places.  Now  is  the  time  for  the  good 
work  to  be  pushed  while  we  have  a  start. 
If  you  or  I  should  fail  to  receive  any 
benefit  from  this,  some  one  else  will 
who  needs  it  as  we  need  it  today.  Now 
the  true  vine,  if  I  understand  it  rightly, 
is  rooted  in  St  Louis,  and  we  are  the 
branches.    I  sincerely  hope  the  branches 


may  continue  in  growth  and  that  the 
vine  may  bring  forth  fruit  abundantly. 
I  can  readily  see  the  fruits  to  be  ob- 
tained by  labor  union.  Twelve  months 
ago  my  days  had  no  end;  they  ran  from 
twelve  to  forty-eight  hours,  and  so  on. 
This  reminds  me  of  an  old  negro  I  heard 
sing  a  song  on  the  gallows  in  1886.  He 
sang  that  he  was  going  where  the  Sab- 
bath had  no  end.  I  often  thought  of 
this  song,  seeing  that  my  days  had  no 
end  upon  earth.  This  continued  until 
Brother  W.  S.  Powell  passed  over  the 
Norfolk  Southern  System,  and  stretched 
forth  his  helping  hand  and  delivered  ns 
from  this  bondage. 

I  see  the  good  obtained  from  labor 
unions  already,  as  there  was  a  raise  al 
$40.00  per  month  on  one  man  in  the 
Goldsboro  yard.  It  was  in  the  Trans- 
portation Department,  of  course,  but  if 
there  was  no  Roadway  Department,  there 
would  be  no  demand  for  transportation 
men. 

Wishing   the   Brotherhood   much  sno 
cess,  I  remain,  yours  in  B.  L.  &  17., 
L.  B.  Daniel. 
•  o* 

Shelbume  Lodge,  No.  529. 

I  have  noticed  the  brothers  are  rather 
backward  in  coming  forward  with  their 
second  half  year's  dues  for  1911.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  purchasing  power 
of  $1.00  has  the  shortest  limit  this  year 
that  I  have  ever  seen  in  the  nine  years 
of  my  railroading,  and  if  it  had  not  been 
for  this  Union  coming  here  and  giving 
us  a  raise  I  think  many  of  us  would  have 
to  go  back  to  the  fishing  again.  I  should 
think  the  brothers  would  realize  this  and 
stand  true  to  the  Brotherhood  that  baa 
done  so  much  for  them.  Human  nature 
is  the  same  the  world  over,  and  some 
men  as  long  as  they  succeed  in  getUng 
an  increase  of  wages,  do  not  seem  to 
care  who  has  to  work  and  fight  to  get 
that  increase.  As  long  as  they  get  it 
and  do  not  have  to  pay  anjrthing  out  of 
their  own  pockets,  they  are  satisfied. 
There  are,  however,  a  few  of  the  faith- 
ful who  are  carrying  this  thing  along  and 
trying  to  hold  the  Brotherhood  togetheTi 
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and  I  hope  we  may  be  able  to  hold  our 
own.  The  cost  of  living  seems  to  in- 
crease every  year  and  if  the  railroad 
pay  does  not  increase  to  meet  it,  many 
will  have  to  look  for  more  wages  at 
some  other  work. 

With  kindest  regards,  I  am,  yours  in 
B.  L,  &  U., 

Gilbert  Nickebson. 
»o> 

Tallahassee  Lodge,  No.  59. 

Well,  boys,  it  has  been  quite  a  while 
since  I  wrote  anything  for  the  dear  old 
Advocate.  I  never  see  any  letters  from 
the  boys  on  this  end  of  the  fifth  division. 
Our  last  meeting  on  the  third  Sunday 
was  a  good  one,  although  some  of  our 
members  were  absent.  We  have  only 
one  scab  foreman  on  this  end  of  the  fifth 
division  and  the  boys  have  very  little  re- 
spect for  him. 

We  hope  all  our  members  will  get  busy 
and  line  up  to  better  our  condition  in 
the  near  future.  The  winter  months  are 
nearing  with  their  cold  rains  and  wind. 
The  trainmen  have  glass  windows  to 
shield  them  and  the  operator  has  a  bet- 
ter house  to  work  in  than  the  section 
man  has  to  live  In. 

Now,  brothers,  do  you  not  see  that  all 
that  is  lacking  is  a  few  more  links  in 
the  chain  to  make  a  Joint  Union  of  the 
trainmen,  operators  and  the  section  fore- 
men. Then,  all  stick  together  and  ask 
for  our  rights  and  protection,  and  we 
can  get  them. 

The  poor  section  man  has  to  work  in 
all  kinds  of  weather  and  is  paid  the  * 
least  salary  of  any.  Has  he  got  the 
chance  that  God  gave  the  gopher?  No, 
God  gave  the  gopher  a  shell  to  carry 
with  him  everywhere  he  goes  to  protect 
him  from  all  kinds  of  bad  weather.  At 
present,  some  of  the  section  men  are  not 
furnished  comfortable  houses  to  live  in, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  tent  we  might  pur^ 
chase  with  our  own  earnings  to  carry 
along  on  the  road  to  protect  us  from  the 
heavy  rains  during  working  hours.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  that  the  officials  would 
criticize  us  if  they  saw  us  with  a  tent 
of  this  kind,  so  let  us  get  busy,  get  in 


line  with  the  trainmen  and  operators 
and  get  our  rights.  There  are  a  good 
many  of  us  who  will  soon  be  too  old  to 
work,  and  we  are  not  now  making  enough 
to  live  on,  so  how  can  we  save  anything 
for  our  old  age? 

Well,  I  will  close,  asking  the  editor 
to  line  and  Jolt  this  up  as  best  he  can. 
With  best  wishes  to  all.  Yours  in  B.  L. 
&  U.. 

S.   N.  TiNDSLL, 

Journal  Agent. 


.♦o^- 


Alfred  Station,  Ont. 

Hello,  brothers!  Here  I  am  again  after 
a  few  months  without  writing  to  the  dear 
old  Advocate. 

Everything  is  going  on  fine  on  the  M. 
&  O.  subdivision  of  the  C.  P.  R.,  but  I 
was  told  Brother  Farell  is  resigning  as 
local  chairman  for  Lodge  223.  I  think 
we  will  miss  Brother  Farell  very  much 
and  we  have  not  shown  much  apprecia- 
tion for  the  good  work  he  has  done  for 
us,  but  let  us  now  Join  together  and  try 
to  persuade  him  to  stay  on  the  field  of 
battle.  We  will  never  find  a  better  man 
to  fill  his  place. 

I  have  not  been  to  a  meeting  for  a 
few  months,  but  I  hope  you  boys  will  not 
be  gauged  by  me.  I  have  had  some  trou- 
ble, as  I  was  obliged  to  take  my  wife  to 
the  hospital.  She  had  a  bad  case  of  ap- 
pendicitis and  being  alone  at  home  I 
could  not  very  well  leave. 

I  called  for  a  pass  last  month  and  did 
not  receive  it,  so  I  made  up  my  mind  to 
go  in  November  and  pay  my  dues,  and  1 
hope  all  the  brothers  will  do  likewise. 

We  are  all  well  pleased  with  the  settle- 
ment that  the  C.  P.  R.  officials  have 
made,  so  brothers  go  in  and  pay  your 
dues. 

I  hope  while  I  am  lining  my  track  that 
Mr.  Editor  will  line  up  this  letter,  so 
that  it  will  miss  the  waste  basket 

With  many  thanks  to  President  Lowe 

for  his  good  work  and  may  God  bless 

him  as  well  as  the  kind  editor.  Wishing 

success  to  all,  1  am,  yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U, 

Chas.    Bbisbais. 
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Graham,  Va. 

Here's  to  the  dear  old  Advocate  and  to 
those  who  are  interested  therein! 

As  this  is  my  first  letter,  I  hope  our 
good  editor  will  put  the  lid  on  the  waste 
basket  before  this  arrives.  I  get  the 
Journal  once  a  month.  I  anl  a  member 
ol  Mount  Vernon  Lodge  84,  and  consider 
it  an  honor  to  belong  to  a  Union  of  hon- 
crable  men.  Now,  boys,  I  am  speaking 
to  you  who  are  not  members.  Don't  you 
think  it  is  about  time  you  would  fall  in 
line  and  show  the  Order  you  don't  want 
to  be  called  scabs  any  longer?  Have 
you  thought  of  the  committee  that  ac- 
complished so  much  for  you  Just  one 
month  ago  when  your  wages  were  raised 
and  your  cook  was  paid,  by  a  good  wise 
decision  of  the  management  of  the  N.  & 
W.  Ry.?  Think  this  matter  over  and 
give  to  the  Brotherhood  your  loyal  sup- 
port Tou  have  good  ofticials  and  good 
foremen.  Now,  let  us  ^ee  if  you  mean  to 
do  right 

Brothers,  I  wish  to  call  your  attention 
to  one  very  important  matter,  and  that  is 
attending  our  meetings.  We  should  try 
to  be  more  regular.  Now,  don't  stay 
away  and  think  some  one  else  can  take 
your  place.  The  officers  cannot  hold  the 
meetings  without  having  some  of  the 
members  on  hand. 

Well,  I  will  stop  before  I  crowd  some 
one  else  out  of  place.  With  best  wishes 
for  the  success  of  our  Union,  yours  in 
B.  L.  &  U.. 

S.  J.  Loop. 


-^<y- 


Waucedah,  Mich. 

Seeing  quite  a  number  are  writing  and 
trying  to  do  their  best  to  secure  a  raise 
in  the  wages  of  the  employees  on  the 
different  roads,  I  thought  I  would  write 
a  few  lines. 

Now,  I  have  been  working  on  a  section 
ever  since  I  was  able  to  lift  one  of  the 
company's  ties,  and  do  not  appear  to 
have  ever  been  given  credit  for  any  of 
the  work  I  have  done.  When  a  man 
could  lay  thirteen  ties,  he  would  get  or* 


ders  to  lay  flXteen,  and  so  on  all  the  Um% 
you  are  working  for  this  company.  Mow, 
boys  of  the  Brotherhood  and  also  othan 
who  have  not  Joined  the  lodg^  you 
should  try  to  realize  that  this  matter 
has  been  going  on  for  yean.  For  in- 
stance, a  section  laborer  is  only  draw- 
ing from  $1.25  to  $1.50  per  day^-so  we 
should  all  try  our  best  to  force  this  mat 
ter  to  an  issue.  It  would  be  much  more 
pleasant  for  all  concerned  if  the  raO- 
road  companies,  who  have  roads  running 
all  over  the  country,  would  only  pay  sof 
ficient  wages  for  men  to  support  their 
families.  Now,  I  do  not  belong  to  the 
lodge,  nor  am  I  working  for  the  railroad 
company.  I  am  on  a  farm  of  120  acrei^ 
and  the  railroad  runs  through  my  land. 
There  is  a  section  house  about  one 
eighth  of  a  mile  fl'om  my  place  and  I 
would  like  to  see  all  the  men  on  that 
section  receive  a  good  increase  in  their 
wages. 

My  education  is  not  very  good,  and  1 
believe  nearly  all  who  are  working  for  a 
small  sum  for  the  company  are  in  the 
same  fix. 

Wishing  you  all  success,  I  remain, 
yours  truly, 

Paul  F.  Hupp. 

Day,  Fla. 

I  will  try  again  to  write  to  the  Adto- 
CATE.  I  went  over  to  a  meeting  at  Jack- 
sonville last  Sunday,  the  17th.  The  at* 
tendance  was  small,  but  sufficient  to  at- 
tend to  business.  Some  of  the  boys  on 
the  S.  A.  L.  are  trying  to  do  something, 
although  it  seems  there  are  others  who 
will  not  help  or  work  for  the  Order  as 
they  should.  Brothers,  if  you  cannot  do 
anything  else,  keep  your  dues  paid  and 
talk  to  every  man  you  meet  and  if  you 
cannot  talk  to  him,  get  some  other  bro- 
ther who  can  and  try  your  best  to  have 
them  all  Join  our  craft  In  that  way,  we 
can  get  what  we  want 

Well,  I  will  stop  for  this  time,  asking 
the  editor  to  line  this  up  for  me.  Yonn 
in  B.  L.  &  U., 

J.  R.  KmoHT. 
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Branchville,  S.  C. 

If  you  will  allow  me  a  little  space  in 
our  journal,  I  will  thank  Brother  Pegg 
for  the  beautiful  pictures  sent  me  of  the 
Convention,  held  in  Boston,  September 
7,  1910.  I  think  they  are  grand,  and  I 
appreciate  them  very  much.  The  ladies' 
pictures  are  so  good  and  noble  looking. 
I  received  them  and  my  Advocate  yester- 
day, and  as  it'  was  raining  all  day,  I  en- 
joyed reading  the  journal  and  thought  I 
would  write  a  few  lines  to  the  boys  and 
let  them  know  where  I  am.  It  is  some 
time  since  I  have  written  anything  for 
the  journal,  the  last  time  being  when  I 
was  working  on  the  dear  old  Central  of 
Georgia,  where  I  worked  for  fifteen  years. 
I  am  now  with  the  Southern,  running 
extra  gangs,  and  I  like  it  very  much,  for 
we  have  good  officials  to  work  for. 

We  are  very  busy  at  present  getting 
ready  for  an  inspection  about  the  10th  of 
November.  We  are  cutting  grass,  level- 
ing and  lining  up  our  tracks,  cleaning  up 
and  trying  to  make  everything  look  nice 
when  the  higher  officials  come. 

This  is  not  as  interesting  reading  as 
Brother  Lowe's  message  or  Brothers  Pegg 
and  Long's  letters,  which  I  enjoyed  very 
much.  I  also  like  to  read  the  letters  from 
Gray,  Ga.  I  never  forget  the  old  Central 
of  Georgia  boys.  I  would  love  to  see 
more  letters  from  the  Southern  boys. 
The  hoys  on  the  Southern  do  not  appear 
to  me  to  take  the  interest  in  the  Broth- 
erhood they  should.  Some  of  them  are 
very  lukewarm.  I  think  Branchville  Lodge 
81  has  about  thirty  or  forty  members, 
and  when  Brother  Powell  was  down 
here  in  September,  we  had  only  fifteen 
members.  Now,  brothers,  wake  up,  and 
every  member  who  is  in  good  standing 
appoint  himself  a  committee  to  go  and 
see  the  delinquent  ones  and  the  nons. 
Keep  after  them,  for  it  is  not  right  for 
them  to  drink  the  milk  unless  they  help 
feed  the  cow.  We  have  some  very  hard 
cases  down  in  these  low,  flat  woods,  but 
let  us  keep  after  them  until  they  come 
across  or  run  when  they  see  us  coming. 
If  they  cannot  run,  they  will  be  ashamed 
to  know  they  are  not  men,  but  substi- 


tutes in  good  men's  places.  A  man  of 
that  stamp  has  Just  left  the  service  of 
this  company,  and  I  think  another  will 
go  soon,  as  our  good  superintendent  is 
after  him  very  strong.  I  hope  he  will 
clear  up  all  such  men. 

Well,  I  will  close  for  this  time,  and 
if  the  Editor  will  line  and  surface  this 
up,  I  will  try  to  write  something  more 
Interesting  next  time. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

C.  C.  Wright. 

•  o* 

Mountain,  Wis. 

Dear  Readers:  My  father  and  two 
brothers  belong  to  Gillett  Lodge  116  of 
the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  and  think  it  a  fine 
organization. 

I  read  the  Advance  Advocate  every 
month  and  see  many  nice  leters  in  it 
I  am  fifteen  years  old  and  go  to  school 
every  day.  The  main  work  here  is 
lumbering.  I  live  in  quite  a  nice  little 
town  in  Wisconsin. 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt  to  write,  I 
hope  the  Editor  will  correct  all  mis- 
takes, and  if  this  appears  in  print,  1 
will  try  again.  I  would  like  to  exchange 
postal  cards  and  letters  with  any  of  the 
Advance  Advocate  readers. 

My  address  is  Box  No.  43,  Mountain, 
Wis.  Respectfully  yours, 

^  Wm.  H.  Close. 

•  o^ 

Hinton,  Ala. 

I  will  now  try  to  write  a  few  lines  to 
the  Advocate,  as  I  get  the  Journal  ev- 
ery month  and  have  found  so  many  in- 
teresting letters  in  it  1  love  to  read 
the  news  from  my  brothers.  I  Joined  the 
Brotherhood  last  March  and  think  it  a 
very  fine  order.  We  have  but  a  small 
membership  on  this  division  at  present, 
but  I  hope  it  will  increase  soon. 

I  would  like  to  exchange  post  cards 
with  some  of  the  boys  and  girls  who 
read  the  Advocate. 

Will  close,  with  best  wishes  to  the 
Brotherhood. 

I  remain,  Yours  sincerely, 

Steve  Rep 
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Roduco,  N.  C. 

Well,  as  I  have  never  written  to  the 
Advocate,  I  will  try  a  few  lines. 

I  am  a  very  poor  writer,  but  it  is  sel- 
dom I  see  any  letters  in  the  Journal  from 
the  A.  C.  L.  boys.  I  see  many  letters 
from  other  places,  so  I  thought  some  of 
us  had  better  wake  up  and  be  doing 
something.  Say,  boys,  get  busy  and  let 
us  hear  from  you! 

I  am  a  section  foreman  on  the  A.  C. 
L.  and  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood. 
I  have  eight  miles  of  main  line  in  charge, 
and  five  hands.  We  work  from  seven  un- 
til six,  and  it  is  work,  too,  for  there  is 
no  time  for  play  when  you  have  a  sec- 
tion in  charge,  especially  one  that  is 
hard  to  keep  in  good  riding  condition. 
We  have  a  nice  roadmaster  here  and  a 
better  man  1  never  saw.  I  have  only  two 
white  men  on  my  force  and  they  have 
both  sent  in  their  application  for  mem- 
bership. Mr.  Graham  was  around  a  few 
weeks  ago,  and  I  tell  you  he  opened  the 
eyes  of  many,  and  several  who  do  not 
belong  to  the  Brotherhood  will,  I  thinki 
come  in  now. 

I  hope  the  men  will  not  get  discou^ 
aged,  but  will  hold  out  for  their  rights. 
We  can  get  as  good  salaries  here  as  on 
any  other  roads,  so  let  us  all  do  our  very 
best  and  we  need  not  fear  but  that  we 
will  succeed. 

Well,  I  guess  my  letter  is  getting  long 
enough,  and  if  it  appears  in  print,  I  will 
write  again. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  every  suc- 
cess, I  am,  yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

G.  W.  Parker. 
»o» 

Smarrs,  Ga. 

Here  I  come  again,  telling  all  you  read- 
ers about  my  lonesome  place  "Smarrs" 
on  the  Central  of  Georgia  Railway. 

The  Central  of  Georgia  Railway  Com- 
pany is  putting  all  the  track  up  on  slag, 
and  this  makes  it  harder  on  the  laborer. 
If  the  company  would  pay  $1.35  per 
day,  they  could  get  more  and  better 
hands. 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  trip  on  the 


S.  A.  L.  road  and  enjoyed  it 
The  Central  of  Georgia  is  a  fins 
work  for,  but  the  wages  are 
father  has  only  three  men;  he 
more  if  the  company  would 
wages,  but  when  he   offers 
per  day,  they  tell  him  they 
for  that    If  they  wotild   pay 
day,  he  could  get  plenty  oC 
petent  help.    When  the 
Supervisor  comes  oyer  the 
you  have  only  one  man  to  help» 
tell  you  your  section  is  goins 
ask  you  if  you  cannot  make 
provement  on  it,  and  how  can 
without  the  premier  help? 

With  best  wishes  to  all  the 
am,  yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

Josir 

Robson,  W.  Va. 

Ji 

As  I  have  promised  the  soo& 
vocATE  a  picture  of  myself 
gang  I  will  send  it,  hopinsr 
will  find  space  for  same.    I 
announce  the  fact  that  we 
along  very  well  along  the 
Virginian  Ry.  as  we  are  cnttlllir- 
of-way  and  keeping  all  low  Joiirti. 
up. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  no 
make  from  our  lodge,  I  have  beiA 
ed  of  the  opportunity  of  atteadtm 
ings  as  often  as  I  would  like  for 
tance  is  96  miles  east  of  my 
I  just  want  to  say  I  am  a  solid 
hood  man  and  virill  be  until  the 

Well,   we  are  proud  of 
foreman,  Mr.  H.  C.  Grubbs.    I 
with  him  off  and  on  for  ten 
years;  I  also  tamped  ties  with 
foreman  for  four  years.    He 
man    and   a   good   honest 
brother  and  we  feel  proud  t» 
up.     He  has  about  ninety-idar 
main  line  to  look  after 
roads.    Our  right-of-way  is 
this  summer  on  account  of 
dry  spring  and  summer  we 

Well,  I  will  ring  off  for  this 
ing  the  editor  win  spare  the 
line  up  the  kinks  I  hare  left* 
B.  L.  St  P.,  OjkML 
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Statham,  Ga. 

Whoa,  Bill!  Well,  gosh  blame  my  but- 
tons, 1  did  get  there  at  last  I  thought  I 
was  not  going  to  make  it  You  see»  it 
was  like  this:  The  boys  appointed  me 
Journal  Agent,  and  I  haye  just  picked 
up  courage  enough  to  try  writing  to  the 
Advocate,  but  I  will  be  with  the  editor 
like  the  country  squire  was  when  writing 
to  the  President.  He  sat  down,  wrote 
three  or  four  pages,  when  his  good  wife 
came  in.  Of  course  she  wanted  to  know 
what  the  squire  had  written,  so  he  re- 
ferred back  to  the  first  page  and  began: 
"My  dear  Mr.  President,"  but  could  not 
read  any  further.  He  said  to  his  wife: 
"WeU,  Nancy,  I  can't  read  it,  but  the 
President  has  a  good  education,  maybe  he 
can;"  and  that  is  about  the  way  I  will 
do  to  Brother  Editor. 

Well,  boys,  we  had  a  good  attendance 
at  Lodge  293  last  meeting.  We  initiated 
three  members  and  elected  ofticers  for 
the  coming  year.  Brother  Bradley,  presi- 
dent, and  Brother  Todd,  secretary-treas- 
urer, and  they  are  good  ones,  too.  If  all 
the  brothers  would  do  as  much  for  the 
advancement  of  our  Order  as  Brothers 
Bradley  and  Todd  have  done,  we  would 
certainly  make  a  success  of  it,  but  too 
many  of  them  hang  back  and  say:  "I 
guess  the  boys  will  get  along  and  get  a 
raise  for  us."  Poor  weak-kneed  sinners, 
you  are  the  first  to  sell  out  to  the  gen- 
eral manager.  Some  will  say,  we  will  not 
pay  any  more  dues  now,  as  we  Just  re- 
ceived a  two  or  three  dollar  raise.  Say, 
brothers,  that  means  a  victory  for  us. 
Let  us  get  together,  we  are  the  ones  to 
blame  if  we  do  not  sucoeed,  and  not  our 
chairman. 

If  this  Junk  misses  the  waste  basket,  ] 
will  try  again.    Yours  truly, 

JouBKAL  Agent. 
»o> 

Van  Wyck,  S.  C. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

I  win  try  to  write  a  short  letter  to  the 
Advocate,  as  it  is  several  months  since  I 
have  written  a  letter. 

Well,  boys,  we  had  a  meeting  last  Sat< 


urday  night  but  did  not  have  many  j 
hers.  It  looks  like  the  boys  are  all  dead. 
I  can  tell  you  all  if  we  do  not  pay  oar 
dues  and  take  to  paying  our  lodge  a  visit 
more  often  than  some  of  us  do,  our  Order 
will  be  dead.  That  has  l>een  the  Ug 
drawback— the  boys  do  not  pay  up. 

Boys,  let  us  pay  our  dues  and  get  the 
old  S.  A.  L.  boys  out  of  debt  I  notiee 
from  the  records  that  we  are  not  out  of 
debt  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  Just  becanse 
some  of  us  have  not  been  paying  our 
dues.  I  want  the  men  who  see  this  let- 
ter to  ask  themselves  if  they  have  paid 
their  dues,  and  if  they  have  not  to  please 
do  so.  If  they  will,  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary to  ask  Brother  Lowe  to  send  an 
organizer  over  the  road. 

Now,  boys,  let  us  see  if  each  man  can 
see  the  nons  working  with  them  and  do 
the  best  they  can  to  have  them  Join  our 
ci-aft  I  would  like  to  see  everybody  in- 
terested in  this  Order  and  put  his  money 
away  for  his  dues  Just  as  he  does  for  his 
taxes.  It  does  look  like  we  could  keep 
from  being  dunned  every  time  we  have 
to  pay  our  dues.  I  said  to  a  man  the 
other  day:  "Are  you  going  to  the  meet- 
ing Saturday  night?"  He  said,  •'No,  I 
have  not  paid  up  my  dues;  I  dont  think 
I  have  been  treated  right  I  have  to  have 
a  gang."  He  seemed  to  think  it  was  the 
fault  ot  the  Order  that  he  did  not  have 
a  good  gan^ 

Well,  boys,  if  we  do  not  want  to  stick 
to  our  Order,  let  us  get  out  of  the  way 
of  some  good  man.  Let  us  not  get  weak, 
because  someone  else  has  given  up.  If 
we  do  not  look  out,  we  will  throw  the 
load  to  some  good  man  and  it  will  hurt 
him.    Yours  in  B.  L.  db  U., 

JouBNAi,  AoEirr. 
•  o» 

Chester,  Tenn. 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sist^s  of  the  AnvD- 
gate:  I  am  trying  t^  write  a  line  fbr 
the  Journal.  Brothers' of  the  C,  C.  ft  0. 
Ry.,  we  must  ^t  busy  and  not  lie  down. 
We  all  have  Our  part  to  do,  and  as  long 
as  we  lie  down  and  drag  along,  we  win 
never  roll  the  ball  as  it  should  be  rc^ed. 
Brothers,  we  do  not  attend  the  meetiB0i 
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as  often  as  we  shoulcL    We  must  get  out 
in  the  field  and  get  to  work. 

We  met  yesterday  (November  5)  at 
Clinehfield  Lodge  No.  43.  We  had  a 
grand  meeting  and  elected  officers  for 
the  next  year.  Now,  brothers,  let  us 
make  the  next  year  more  Interesting 
than  the  past  Boys,  you  who  are  lay- 
ing out  and  scabbing  on  us  may  think 
our  lodge  is  dead,  but  you  are  mistaken. 
We  are  not  dead  and  are  not  going  to 
die  as  long  as  we  can  find  pure-hearted 
boys  on  the  C,  C.  ft  O.  Ry. 

It  is  only  a  short  time  until  our  dues 
are  to  be  paid.  All  of  you  who  have  not 
come  in  for  the  last  half-year,  let  us  see 
you  all  in  due  time,  and  I  think  the 
boys  who  are  out  in  the  field  working  for 
the  Brotherhood  will  be  Johnny  on  the 
spot 

Well,  brothers,  I  wish  you  all  a  merry 
Christmas  and  every  brother's  loved  ones 
a  happy  New  Year.  Let  us  all  thank 
God  for  the  blessings  we  have  enjoyed  in 
the  past  and  pull  together  for  a  brighter 
future.  Wishing  to  see  you  all  come  out 
I  am.    Tours  in  B.,  L.  and  U., 

O.  C.  Couch,  Journal  Agent 
»o> 

Waynesboro,  Ga. 

Well,  Mr.  Editor  and  friends  of  the 
Central  of  Georgia  Railway,  Central 
Lodge  No.  360  met  on  the  fourth  Sunday 
in  October  and  elected  officers  for  the 
next  year,  with  only  a  •  few  members 
present 

It  is  a  shame  for  the  boys  to  neglect 
ttielr  meetings  in  this  way.  Some  could 
not  attend  because  they  could  not  leave 
their  wives  and  children,  some  because 
they  had  attended  too  regularly  in  the 
past  and  did  not  like  to  bother  the  offi- 
cials for  a  pass,  so  we  only  had  a  small 
attendance.  However,  we  did  business, 
just  the  same,  and  had  a  good  time.  The 
Central  of  Georgia  has  a  number  of  fore- 
men, who  surely  think  a  great  deal  of 
their  wives  on  meeting  Sunday.  If  they 
thought  that  much  of  them  all  the  time, 
Hiey.  certainly  would  be  well  cared  for. 
3rothers,  spruce  up  and  get  out  to  your 
meetings  and  let  us  do  business,  for  we 


will  never  amount  to  anything  if  we 
wait  for  the  other  fellow  to  do  it  all. 
Let  every  member  do  his  part!  It  is 
certain  every  brother  has  something  to 
do  if  we  ever  expect  to  accomplish  any- 
thing. Our  officials  have  their  eyes  on 
us,  watching  every  movement  and  turn 
we  make.  It  is  up  to  us  to  shape  our 
future  destinies  and  it  is  a  shame  for  us 
to  be  working  for  such  small  wages  as 
we  are.  The  colored  trackmen  are  mak- 
ing  more  than  we  are,  with  no  responsi- 
bility whatever. 

Brothers,  wake  up  and  let  us  get  busy! 
If  we  would  meet  at  our  lodges  regularly 
and  let  our  wants  be  known,  the  present 
conditions  would  not  last  long. 

Well,  Brother  Editor,  I  will  ring  off 
for  this  time  if  you  will  be  kind  enough 
to  line  and  elevate  this  letter  so  it  will 
pass. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  some  of  the  more 
able  brothers,  I  am.  Yours  in  B.,  L. 
and  U.,  W.  N.  Gloves. 

-O— 

Albemarle  Lodge  No.  73. 

Having  been  elected  Journal  Agent  at 
our  last  meeting,  it  is  my  duty  to  try 
my  hand  and  see  how  it  looks  in  print 
I  hope  my  letter  will  not  be  too  late  for 
the  next  issue,  as  I  want  the  other  lodges 
to  know  we  are  still  alive  and  getting 
along  O.  K. 

Our  next  meeting  will  be  November  19, 
and  I  want  to  see  all  members  present 
Come,  boys,  it  will  do  us  so  much  good  to 
have  a  nice  chat  with  each  other  after 
working  hard  all  the  week. 

Well,  boys,  we  must  get  after  our  track 
and  get  it  in  good  shape  for  the  winter. 
My  experience  in  track  work  is  this:  Get 
your  ties  in  and  a  good,  even  surface,  so 
as  little  work  may  be  required  as  possible 
in  raising  main  lines  during  winter 
months.  This  may  be  done  in  spring 
and  summer  in  order  to  keep  smooth 
tracks  In  winter. 

I  will  ring  off  for  the  present,  hoping 
the  editor  will  give  this  a  general  sur- 
face and  line  before  he  lets  it  go  to 
print    Yours  in  B.,  L.  and  U., 

S.  B.  Williams,  Journal  Agent 
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Manchester,  N.  H.,  No.  591 

At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  Man 
Chester  Lodge  No.  591,  we  took  in  two 
new  members  and  elected  officers  for  the 
ensuing  term.  There  was  a  very  small 
attendance.  I  want  to  say  that  the  broth- 
ers of  this  lodge  do  not  take  enough  in 
terest  in  the  meetings.  There  are  fiTe 
section  crews  who  have  their  headquar- 
ters here,  besids  the  yard  crew,  spare 
crew  and  fence  crew.  Now,  we  ought  to 
get  out  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  mem- 
bers to  attend  every  meeting  instead  of 
about  twelve  or  fifteen.  We  have  one 
brother  from  Nashua  and  he  attends  ev- 
ery meeting,  whereas  there  are  a  lot  of 
members  within  fifteen  or  twenty  min 
utes'  walk  of  the  hall  who  do  not  come 
at  all.  Brace  up,  brothers,  and  let  peo- 
ple know  you  are  alive.  This  may  be 
knocking  some,  but  it  is  needed,  I  think. 
What  do  you  think,  brothers?  Yours  in 
B.  L.  &  U., 

JouBNAL  Agent. 
•  o^ 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

"The  harvest  is  past,  summer  is  end- 
ed and  winter  is  at  hand."  The  grain 
and  the  hay  have  been  gathered  into  the 
bam  and  only  the  stubbled  field  is  left  to 
remind  us  of  the  glory  of  the  growing 
grains.  The  wild  birds  are  leaving  their 
summer  haunts  and  winging  their  way 
towards  the  southland.  The  maple  leaf 
has  turned  to  gold,  making  ready  to  re- 
turn to  mother  earth.  The  chestnut 
burrs  are  opening  and*  the  red  squirrel  is 
gathering  them  into  his  storeroom.  The 
ponds  and  the  streams  are  beginning  to 
put  on  their  winter  mantle  and  soon  the 
snow  and  the  hoar  frost  will  cover  the 
face  of  nature;  the  evening  sunbeams 
glint  more  aslant  through  the  panes; 
the  yams  and  the  opossum  afe  in  season 
and  the  sugar  cane  is  being  turned  into 
sweetness,  and  as  we  listen  to  the  mourn- 
ful requiem  of  winter's  biting  blasts,  as 
it  heaps  the  withered  leaves  into  win- 
drows, we  see,  as  in  an  open  book,  the 
handwriting  of  nature  across  the  scroll 
of  the  universe:  "The  harvest  is  pas^ 


summer    is    ended,    and    winter    is   it 
hand." 

My  brother,  as  you  read  this,  with 
what  satisfaction  can  you  look  back  to 
the  harvest?  Did  you  sow  plentifully  dt 
wisdom  and  encouragement  to  the  nojt 
union  brother?  Did  you  attend  to  your 
prospects  and  cultivate  them  properly? 
Did  you  persistently  weed  out  the  sturdy 
stalks  of  misrepresentation  that  are  al- 
ways springing  up?  Were  you  wholly  or 
in  part  instrumental  in  adding  to  the 
membership  of  your  organization?  Did 
you  attend  your  lodge  at  all  times,  us- 
less  prevented  by  extenuating  ciream> 
stances?  Can  you  show  a  current  worfe> 
ing  card?  Have  you  contributed  to  the 
local  funds  of  your  lodge  without  com- 
punction or  misgivings?  If  you  bare 
done  all  this,  you  have  exemplified  to  a 
considerable  degree  the  duty  a  brother 
owes  to  himself  and  to  his  craft  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  you  have  failed  in  any 
of  these  points,  you  must  know  now  and 
always  that  these  neglected  opportunitiei 
are  passed  and  gone  and  that  nhe  har 
vest  is  past,  summer  is  ended  and  wlfr 
ter  is  at  hand." 

Brothers,  while  we  are  in  our  prime 
and  full  of  life  and  vitality,  is  our  seed 
time  and  our  harvest  We  should  soiv 
and  we  should  reap  while  the  season  is 
young.  Can  you  not  see  the  necessity  of 
unremitting  toil  for  the  welfare  of  oar 
own  and  for  those  who  follow  after? 
Don't  wait  until  the  back  is  bent,  the 
eye  has  dimmed  and  the  limbs  have  be- 
come enfeebled,  for  then  it  will  be  too 
late.  "The  harvest  will  have  ended,  the 
summer  will  have  passed  and  the  win- 
ter will  be  at  hand."    Fraternally, 

C.    R.    PATXBf. 

^o^ 

Daggett,  Mich. 

Menominee  Lodge,  522',  held  its  regu- 
lar meeting  at  Escanaba  on  October  29, 
1911,  about  45  members  being  present 
We  also  elected  officers  as  follows: 

Nick  Christenson,  Past  Pres. 

Bert  Lindberg,  Pres. 

H.  P.  Hansen,  Vioe-Pres. 

John  A.  Johnson,  Sec!^-Trea8. 

Wm.  Flynn,DTSTtriePM&^Ogle 
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Wm.   Fahey,   Conductor. 

S.   Hansen,  Warden. 

W.  Menacher,  Inside  Sentinel. 

John  Peterson,  Outside  Sentinel. 

We  had  a  dandy  time  and  the  way 
Brother  Christenson  hustled  around  to 
feed  us  was  not  slow.  Brother  Johnson 
read  a  list  of  names  of  members  who 
are  behind  with  their  dues,  and  there 
seemed  to  be  quite  a  few,  so  it  would  be 
wise  to  say  something  in  regard  to  those 
who  are  in  arrears,  and  ask  them  to 
kindly  come  across  with  the  money.  We 
cannot  very  well  do  business  without 
you  and  the  first  thing  we  know,  we  will 
have  a  cut  in  our  wages,  the  same  as 
the  company  has  been  doing  every  win- 
ter. This  will  make  it  pretty  tough  for 
VLBt  as  men  are  scarce  even  at  the  pres- 
ent scale  of  wages. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  Mar- 
inette on  the  last  Saturday  in  November 
on  arrival  of  Pass  Engine  Train  No.  122. 

For  the  Information  of  the  brothers 
who  do  not  know  the  Secretary-Treas- 
urer's address,  I  will  give  it: 

John  A.  Johnson, 
Box  102, 
Hyde,  Michigan. 

Wishing  our  Brotherhood  success  and 
prosperity,  I  am.  Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 
John  Shelbon. 
Journal  Agent. 
•-0-* 

Lone  Star  State. 

Dear  Comrades  and  Friends: 

Just  a  few  works  to  say  that  I  am 
out  of  work  and  have  been  for  some  time. 
I  have  been  sitting  back  with  folded 
hands,  watching  the  time  go  by.  I  have 
read  and  re-read  all  the  papers  I  could 
get  hold  of  in  order  to  learn  the  partic- 
ulars of  the  strike  on  the  Harriman  lines 
of  all  shop  employes.  I  have  made  sev- 
eral trips  to  Houston  to  meet  and  talk 
with  the  strikers  and  I  have  gathered 
sufficient  data,  if  time  and  space  would 
allow,  to  write  a  letter  long  enough  to 
reach  from  here  to  St.  Louis.  I  will 
tell  you  of  one  incident  that  happened 
while  I  was  in  Houston,  October  10th. 
I  was   standing  on  the  comer  when  a 


man  walked  up  to  me  and  said:  "Do  you 
live  In  town?"  I  answered  "No."  He  then 
said,  "Looking  for  work?"  (Here  the 
thought  flashed  across  my  mind,  is  a 
chance  to  learn  how  things  are  carried 
on  in  the  shops  by  professional  strike- 
breakers.) I  answered  "Yes,"  sajring, 
"they  tell  me  evenrthing  here  is  on  the 
strtke:*'  "Strike,"  he  said;  "strike!"  Oh, 
that  is  nothing,  and  if  you  want  to  work, 
I  will  take  you  right  over,  and  all  you 
will  have  to  do  is  to  keep  the  machin- 
ery moving  and  the  chimney  smoking,  so 
it  will  appear  to  the  strikers  that  eveery- 
thing  is  moving  along  nicely."  I  told 
him  I  had  read  in  the  papers  where  some 
strike  breakers  had  been  shot  and  I  was 
afraid  to  tackle  this  Job.  "Oh,.  weU,"  he 
83  id,  "what  about  taking  a  job  as  guard, 
you  can  defend  yourself,  and  they  pay 
a  guard  $4.00  per  day;  besides,  they  board 

and    feed    you    d d    good   and   it   is 

the  best  of  grub.  Why,  man,  it  is  a 
cinch  and  will  last  all  the  winter.  Just 
think  about  it  Lay  up  there  and  get 
those  four  bucks  every  day."  I  told  him 
I  formerly  worked  for  a  railroad  but  had 
been  blacklisted.  He  said,  "Oh,  that  don't 
spell  nothing.  What  do  they  care?  Be- 
sides, you  don't  have  to  make  out  a  per- 
sonal record  or  give  references.  All  they 
want  is  to  force  these  men  back  to 
work  and  break  up  the  Union.  Why,  the 
idea  of  a  closed  shop  and  a  federated 
committee!"  And  then  he  said  a  few 
other  things  that  would  not  look  good 
in  print  I  could  not  hold  in  any  longer 
and  I  showed  him  my  working  card  and 
al  the  same  time  asked  him  his  name. 
He  refused  to  tell,  remarking  he  guessed 
the  card  was  all  right,  but  I  was  like 

the  rest,  a  d d  fool  for  carrying  it, 

as  It  would  never  buy  me  anjrthing.  1 
told  him  I  did  not  think  the  four  bucks 
a  day  and  the  hog  leg  he  had  put  under 
his  coat  would  ever  buy  anything  for 
him  with  St.  Peter,  and  remembering 
what  Brother  W.  S.  Powell  had  told  me 
one  day  we  ate  dinner  at  the  same  table 
with  one  of  these  thugs,  I  thought  it 
best  to  bid  him  good  day. 

The  above  are  facts,  and  I  would  like 
to  say  to  you  section  foremen  who  ar^ 
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or  who  may  OTor  have  to  go  out  on  a 
strike,  to  always  remembor  it  takes  more 
than  running  hand  cars  and  building 
smokes  to  keep  up  your  sections.  If 
you  will  only  stay  away  and  leave  it  to 
the  professional  strike  breakers,  you  will 
surely  win.  Another  thing-— stop  sending 
your  nickels  to  any  editor  who  takes 
sides  with  a  corporation  during  a  strike, 
in  order  to  prejudice  the  public  against 
strikers;  also  call  the  attention  of  your 
friends  to  this  fact:  remember  all  the 
courts  who  have  issued  injunctions 
against  the  strikers  of  the  past  and  vote 
for  the  Referendum  and  Recall  at  the 
next  election.  It  is  true  our  By-Laws  and 
Constitution  forbid  political  actlTity  as 
an  organization,  but  so  long  as  condi- 
tions exist  wherein  we  haye  emplojbers 
and  employees,  we  will  find  each  seeking 
to  gain  his  own  best  ends  in  his  own 
way,  and  it  is  a  little  difHcult  for  me  to 
understand  how  any  Judge  who  owns  a 
block  of  stock  in  a  railroad  or  manufao 
turing  company  could  give  a  decision 
that  would  subtract  from  his  diyidends  as 
a  stockholder.  The  oft-repeated  shame- 
ful stories  of  the  bribery  of  legislators 
and  the  Judiciary  department  of  the  past 
few  years  tell  the  story  from  which  we 
could  gain  useful  knowledge,  if  we  would 
consider  the  question.  I  believe  we 
should  at  least  open  the  correspondence 
section  of  our  official  organ  to  its  dis- 
cussion. If  the  employers  have  used 
their  money  to  bring  about  unfair  laws 
and  court  decisions,  we  can  use  our  vot 
ing  strength  to  put  the  men  out  of  office 
who  sell  out  to  the  corporations.  I  can* 
not  imagine  any  sane  man  who  expected 
to  go  out  on  a  strike  next  week,  going 
to  the  polls  to  vote  for  a  candidate 
pledged  to  oppose  strikes  and  strik- 
ers. When  the  doctor  tells  you 
he  cannot  cure  you  without  first  perform- 
ing an  operation,  but  that  by  the  opera- 
tion he  can  remove  the  cause  and  insure 
a  permanent  cure,  while  without  the  op- 
eration he  can  only  relieve  you  for  the 
time  being,  which  would  result  in  leav- 
ing you  in  a  much  worse  condition  than 
he  had  found  you  at  first,  nine  out  of  ten 
would  consent  to  the  operation  and  re- 


move the  cause.  The  same  applies  to 
you  and  all  of  us  today  to  direct  our 
vote  the  right  way  and  remove  the  cause. 
If  we  continue  in  the  old  way,  it  is  only 
a  matter  of  time  when  we  will  be  put  out 
of  commission.  Our  loumal  will  be 
classed  as  first-class  mail  matter,  which 
will  cost  a  great  deal  more  in  the  coone 
of  a  year,  and  we  will  have  libel  suits  of 
all  kinds  to  contend  with.  I  would  like 
to  hear  from  some  of  you  boys,  as  I 
think  we  should  handle  these  and  all 
such  questions  without  gloves. 

With  one  request  I  will  close,  and  that 
is  to  train  your  minds  so  as  not  to  be  so 
forgetful,  and  remember,  do  not  patroD- 
ize  any  paper  that  will  not  give  the  work- 
ing class  a  fair  deal;  it  will  have  its  ef- 
fect, for  it  is  from  the  boys  like  yoa  and 
I  that  they  get  their  support 

With  kind  regards  to  all. 

Bio  Foot  Joh5. 
•  o- 

Belmont,  Tenn. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

I  will  try  to  write  a  few  lines  to  the 
Advocate,  as  1  have  seen  only  four  let- 
ters from  the  boys  on  the  N.  C.  St  L 
road.  I  guess  we  are  afraid  to  write,  as 
we  are  young  in  the  cause  and  the  offi- 
cials do  not  want  us  to  organize.  I  sup- 
pose if  they  saw  a  letter  in  the  Advocate 
from  one  of  their  men,  they  would  lose 
their  position.  However,  I  am  going  to 
take  a  chance  on  it.  If  I  get  fired  for 
being  a  Brotherhood  man,  it  will  be  for  a 
good  cause. 

Mr.  P.  W.  Kirkwood.  the  organizer, 
was  getting  along  very  well,  lining  them 
all  up,  until  a  section  foreman  notified 
the  officials,  and  a  notice  was  sent  oot 
t3  all  men  joining  the  Union  to  send 
their  working  cards  to  headquarters.  Woe 
unto  the  man  who  will  betray  his  broth- 
er workman;  it  would  have  been  better 
for  him  had  he  never  been  bom,  and  a 
man  who  will  send  in  his  working  card 
is  not  true  to  himself  or  to  the  Brother 
hood. 

Boys,  we  will  haver  to  do  something; 
if  we  do  not,  old  Pete  will  get  us.  We 
cannot  live  on  the  wages  we  are  getting. 
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Children  are  crying  every  day  for  bread 
and  sufficient  clothes  to  keep  them  warm. 
Some  are  even  djdng  for  lack  of  medi- 
cine and  proper  care.  Do  not  let  us  have 
the  blood  of  the  children  on  our  hands, 
but  endeavor  to  secure  sufficient  wages 
to  give  them,  and  our  wives,  the  common 
necessaries  of  life.  Brothers,  let  us  unite 
and  Join  the  Order  so  we  will  be  in  a 
position  to  ask  for  a  reasonable  contract. 
We  are  not  able  to  educate  our  children 
or  give  them  chances,  as  it  takes  all  of 
the  -father's  wages  to  buy  bread,  pay 
rent,  etc.  You,  men,  who  have  not  joined 
the  Order  are  stanidng  in  your  own  light, 
and  robbing  your  children  of  what  is  due 
them  and  compelling  your  wives  to  work 
so  hard  that  it  is  ruining  their  health, 
while  you.  In  order  to  support  your  fam- 
ilies, are  out  on  the  track,  slaving  your 
lives  away  for  $50.00  a  month.  I  am  in 
the  B.  &  H.  department  and  our  wages 
ran  from  |1.40  to  $2.00  a  day  and  board. 
We  get  a  raise  of  10  cents  a  day  about 
once  a  year  until  we  reach  |1.90.  Then, 
it  stops  for  about  four  years,  so  you  see. 
it  takes  about  ten  years  to  get  up  to 
$2.00  per  day.  The  foreman  gets  |80.00 
per  month;  he  is  obliged  to  rent  a 
house  for  his  family  to  live  in,  and  has 
to  be  away  from  home  a  week  at  a  time, 
so  you  see  his  Job  is  not  as  good  as  a 
section  man's  for  we  can  eat  and  sleep 
in  our  car.  However,  we  have  to  work 
very  hard  during  the  day  and  get  very 
little  for  it,  so  boys,  let  us  line  up  and 
do  something  for  ourselves. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  Advocate,  I 
am.  Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

A.  C.  Fbazieb. 
^o^ 

Clio,  S.  C. 

Just  a  few  lines  to  the  Advocate. 
Brothers,  I  want  to  say  I  am  reading 
our  journal  regularly,  for  it  is  the  only 
way  I  can  hear  anything  from  our  broth- 
ers. I  am  in  a  place  where  there  is  no 
lodge.  The  road  I  am  on  is  not  organ- 
ized and  I  feel  like  a  lost  ship  at  sea, 
but  I  still  keep  my  dues  paid  up  and  am 
anxious  to  get  back  on  an  organized 
road.    So,  brothers,  if  you  can  help  me 


to  get  a  section  on  a  good  road,  I  will 
appreciate  it 

Let  us  all  pay  our  dues  regularly,  put 
our  shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  pull  to 
the  front,  for  it  will  soon  be  time  for 
our  committee  to  go  before  the  manage- 
ment Let  us  keep  our  section  in  good 
condition  and  thus  bear  witness  that  we 
are  the  boys  the  Company  wants,  and 
they  will  be  more  willing  to  give  us  our 
due.    Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

W.   C.   HOLLBY. 

-o»    ■ 

Clyboume  Lodge,  No.  246. 

Dear  Brothers: 

I  have  not  seen  anything  in  our 
Advocate  of  late  about  this  Banner 
lodge.  I  notice  last  month  it  was  an- 
noimced  that  Clyboum  Lodge  had  lib 
new  members.  Well,  1  am  glad  they  got 
so  many  in  one  month,  which  with  their 
grand  total  of  last  year  of  433  and  an- 
other increase  of  116  shows  they  are  go- 
ing along  fine.  I  suppose  the  members 
are  tired  of  seeing  Clyboum  Lodge  at 
the  head  all  the  time  and  think  it  only 
fair  they  should  be  left  oft,  and  give 
some  one  else  the  honor  of  heading  it. 

Well,  boys,  I  do  not  visit  lodge  very 
often,  as  1  live  a  long  way  oft,  but  I  was 
at  one  of  the  meetings  in  October  and 
there  was  an  attendance  of  a  hundred. 
Quite  a  good  number!  I  am  proud  to 
belong  to  the  Order,  it  is  a  good  one; 
although  I  have  not  gained  anything  in 
the  way  of  an  increase  in  wages,  I  have 
had  my  money's  worth  of  friendship  and 
good  will  of  the  Brothers.  I  tell  you, 
boys,  it  is  a  good  thing  to  get  together 
and  receive  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
your  fellow  workmen. 

I  see  that  several  roads  got  a  revised 
schedule  of  working  rules,  and  I  am  glad 
of  it,  but  bear  in  mind  it  took  good 
earnest  work  and  endurance  to  get  it. 
Now,  boys,  do  not  think  that  the  I.  B. 
M.  W.  E.  is  founded  to  demand  an  in- 
crease for  you.  It  is  not  It  was  or- 
ganized for  the  uplifting  of  its  mem- 
bers and  for  harmony  in  its  ranks,  and 
to  show  to  the  railroad  companies  that 
their  least  paid  servants  are  the  most 
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Important  on  the  railroad.  The  engineers, 
conductors  and  several  other  crafts  of 
workmen  are  organized,  and  look  at  the 
harmony  and  good-will  they  have;  broth- 
ers, we  want  the  same.  As  I  said  in  a 
prerious  portion  of  this  letter,  I  am  glad 
I  am  a  member,  because  I  have  had  my 
money's  worth  with  the  good-will  of  my 
fellow-employes.  Let  us  endeavor  to 
continue  to  keep  the  good-will  together. 
I  have  noticed  since  this  organization 
was  formed  that  It  is  far  better  to  work 
with  a  man  who  will  help  you  in  time 
of  need  than  with  one  who  will  turn  on 
you.  I  have  had  experience  of  this  kind 
myself.  I  have  asked  people  outside  of 
the  department  I  work  in  to  help  me  in 
time  of  need  and  they  responded  to  the 
calL 

Now,  brothers,  do  not  fail  to  live  up 
to  the  foundation  of  our  Order  and  help 
one  another.  Always  work  together  in 
harmony. 

Wishing  you  all  good  health  for  the 
coming  winter,  I  remain,  A  Bbotheb. 
»o» 

Jarrolds  Valley,  W.  Va. 

I  will  try  to  write  a  letter  to  the  dear 
old  Advocate,  as  I  saw  so  many  good 
ones  in  the  last  issue. 

I  am  a  trackman  on  the  C.  &  O.  rail- 
way. I  have  been  working  for  them  six 
months  and  like  my  work  very  much.  I 
am  working  for  my  brother,  J.  W.  Reed, 
on  section  197  on  Cabin  Creek  Road.  I 
want  to  let  the  girls  know  that  I  am 
awake  and  would  like  to  receive  some 
postal  cards  from  them.  My  father  is  a 
farmer  and  owns  two  hundred  acres  of 
land. 

Wishing  the  Advocate  and  its  readers 
good  luck,  I  am,  respectfully, 

Cabl  Reed. 

•  o- 

Jarrolds  VaUey,  W.  Va. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  write  you  a 
few  lines,  as  I  suppose  all  the  boys  on 
the  Huntington  Division  are  so  busy  they 
do  not  have  time  to  write,  but  I  will  teU 
you,  if  any  foremen  have  been  busy,  it 
is  on  the  Cabin    Creek    Branch    where 


they  are  getting  ready  for  the  inspec- 
tion. Our  section  has  been  treated  pret^ 
ty  badly  and  most  of  us  have  been  clean- 
ing up.  You  will  have  some  idea  of  its 
condition  when  I  tell  you  I  worked  nine 
days  on  my  section  last  month  and  that 
was  keeping  up  low  places  on  the  track 
Well,  boys,  after  the  inspection  car  nm, 
I  hope  I  will  see  some  of  you  on  the 
Hinton  Division.  As  this  is  the  first  time 
the  branch  roads  have  been  iiispected, 
we  will  all  be  anxious  to  know  who  has 
the  best  section. 

It  will  soon  be  time  to  get  a  new  card 
and  I  hope  you  will  all  do  your  duty  so 
we  will  be  able  to  ask  for  benefits  sucb 
as  we  all  need.  Living  expenses  are  so 
high  that  sixty  dollars  a  month  does  not 
go  very  far. 

Well,  to  the  brothers  on  Piney  Branch 
— I  have  laid  part  of  the  track  that  goes 
up  Marsh  Fork.  I  suppose  it  will  be 
finished  some  time. 

I  am  so  far  from  my  lodge  that  I  can- 
not go  to  the  meetings,  so  I  would  love 
to  hear  from  some  of  the  boys  of  Hintoo 
Lodge,  101,  through  the  Advocate.  Tours 
in  B.  L.  &  U.,  J.  W.  Rked. 
•<>* 

Muskogee  Lodge,  No.  la 

Dear  Readers  of  the  Advocais: 

As  I  was  appointed  Journal  Agent  of 
our  lodge  at  our  last  meeting,  on  the 
fourth  Sunday  in  October,  I  will  try  and 
write  a  few  lines  in  behalf  of  our  Order, 
I  only  wish  we  could  get  what  nons  we 
have  on  our  division  to  come  in  to  oar 
craft  and  take  sides  with  us.  They  do 
not  seem  to  care  for  their  own  welfare 
and  furthermore,  we  have  a  lot  of  mem- 
bers who  take  very  little  interest  in  the 
work.  I  only  wish  each  one  would  do  hU 
part  and  that  there  was  some  way  ot 
bringing  the  nons  into  the  Order  or  force 
them  out  of  the  way.  They  will  staiut 
up  and  tell  you  they  are  as  good  as  yon 
are  and  are  as  good  as  any  union  maau 
but  if  they  are,  why  dont  they  prove  it 
by  carrying  their  part  of  the  burden. 

I  will  bid  the  readers  farewell  luttil 
the  next  issue.    Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U.« 
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Mountain,  Wis. 

Gillett  Lodge  No.  116  held  its  regular 
meeting  In  Gillett,  Sunday,  October  29th, 
with  a  good  number  of  the  brothers  in 
altendajice.  Three  applications  were 
balloted  on  and  two  new  members  add- 
ed to  our  list.  The  election  of  officers 
for  the  coming  year  was  held  and  the 
following  officers  were  elected  and  in- 
stalled: 

F.  Herrick,  Mountain,  Wis.,  President 
and  Journal  Agent. 

Ehnmett  Ramsdell,  Mountain,  Wis., 
Vice-president. 

Ernest  Neuman,  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  Past 
President. 

Roy  Fitzgerald,  Green  Valley,  Wis., 
Secretary  and  treasurer. 

John  Easterbrook,  Suring,  Wis.,  Chap- 
lain. 

Gust  Lambricht,  Gillett,  Wis.,  War- 
den. 

Pred  Schroeder.  Gillett,  Wis.,  Conduc- 
tor. 

Paul  Poutz,  Pulaski,  Wis.,  Inner  Sen- 
tinel. 

Walter  Easterbrook,  Suring,  Wis., 
Outer  Sentinel. 

A  sick  committee  was  appointed,  con- 
slBting  of  Ernest  Neuman,  Green  Bay, 
Wis.;  Gust  Lambricht,  Gillett,  Wis.,  and 
J.  H.  Close,  Mountain,  Wis. 

It  seemed  a  little  more  like  business 
to  see  so  many  at  the  meeting,  and  I 
hope  we  can  increase  the  attendance 
still  more  in  the  future,  until  every  man 
employed  in  the  Maintenance  of  Way 
Department  on  the  second,  third  and 
fourth  subdivisions  of  the  Lake  Shore 
Divisions  and,  in  fact,  the  whole  C.  & 
N.  W.  system,  becomes  a  Brotherhood 
man,  working  under  a  schedule  with 
better  wages  and  better  labor  condi- 
tions, and  the  only  way  we  can  accom- 
plish this  is  for  all  hands  to  get  busy, 
and  you  know  many  hands  make  light 
work. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  quite  your  Job 
and  start  out  as  an  organizer  to  do  this. 
The  organizer  has  been  here  and  left 
the  seed.  It  is  up  to  you  to  scatter  it 
Nearly  every   day  you   meet  non-union 


employes,  and  here  is  your  chance.  Try 
and  explain  conditions  and  get  them  in- 
terested. It  may  be  by  some  little  word 
you  can  get  them  to  thinking  and  after- 
wards bring  them  in.  Of  course,  you 
must  not  get  discouraged  and  jump  on 
them  too  hard  if  you  cannot  convince 
them;  do  your  best  and  you  will  land 
them  in  time. 

The  other  day  when  the  order  came 
to  work  nine  hours  instead  of  ten,  which 
means  $1.36  per  day  instead  of  $1.50,  a 
decrease  in  the  income  when  an  increase 
in  the  outgo  is  absolutely  necessary,  did 
you  feel  like  doing  something?  Well, 
the  only  thing  to  do  is  to  work  for  the 
union  until  we  can  get  thoroughly  organ- 
ized and  establish  a  schedule  with  the 
Company,  then  you  can  begin  to  reap 
some  of  the  fruits  of  your  labor. 

Now,  brother  foremen,  Just  a  sugges- 
tion— we  want  every  member,  who  pos- 
sibly can,  to  attend  the  meetings.  Of 
course,  it  is  impossible,  we  know,  to 
attend  every  meeting,  especially  where 
the  crew  is  solid  union,  so  if  you  can- 
not all  get  away,  try  and  arrange  to 
have  some  one  or  more  of  the  crew  to 
attend.  By  doing  so  you  can  help  the 
meetings  out.  Keep  posted  on  what  is 
going  on  and  at  the  same  time  greatly 
increase  the  interest.  Try  it!  We  have 
changed  the  regular  run  of  the  meet- 
ings. Instead  of  meeting  as  before,  we 
will  decide  at  each  meeting  where  the 
next  will  be  held,  so  if  you  get  a  lot  of 
applications  for  membership.  Just  drop 
a  line  to  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
and  we  will  hold  a  meeting  right  near 
you  and  take  them  in. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 
F.  Herrick,  Journal  Agent. 
•  <y 

Ronceverte,  W.  Va. 

As  we  seldom  see  anything  from  Lodge 
102,  I  thought  I  would  write  a  few  lines 
to  the  Advocate  and  its  many  readers. 
I  have  only  been  a  Brotherhood  man  a 
short  time  and  as  this  is  my  fhrst  at- 
tempt to  write  to  the  Journal,  I  will  try 
and  be  as  brief  as  possible.  I  would  like 
to  see  some  letters  from  this  lodge,  so 
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wake  up,  boys,  and  do  not  be  bashful. 
Let  us  see  a  letter  occasionally  from  you. 

I  wonder  what  has  become  of  the  girls 
who  said  they  would  exchange  postal 
cards  with  the  readers  of  the  Advocate. 
They  must  have  changed  their  minds. 

Well,  if  this  escapes  the  big-mouthed 
waste  basket,  I   will  write  again. 

W.  Mason  Moroon. 
»o» 

Marquette,  Mich. 

A  few  words  to  the  foremen  and  track- 
men on  the  D.  S.  S.  &  A.  Railway. 

It  is  up  to  you,  brothers,  to  do  some- 
thing fo*"  yourselves.  Tour  wages  are 
but  a  trifle  In  advance  of  what  they 
were  fifteen  years  ago.  In  that  time  the 
cost  of  living  has  practically  doubled; 
your  work  has  doubled,  but  your  pay 
remains  the  same.  The  world  has  gone 
on,  but  you  are  standing  still.  Every- 
where men  have  been  organizing;  they 
have  procured  Jmproved  conditions 
through  united  action.  It  win  also  take 
snited  action  to  hold  what  we  have 
gained  and  to  improve  them  stni  more. 
Now  is  the  time  to  prepare  for  the  fur 
ture.  Let  those  who  are  banded  to- 
gether on  this  road  know  we  are  stand- 
ing shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the  strug- 
gle. There  may  be  some  cowards  who 
will  show  the  white  feather,  but  don't 
let  it  be  you.  You  may  meet  with  some 
htt'dships  and  you  are  certain  to  meet 
with  greater  ones  if  you  were  not  or- 
ganized. When  a  section  man  who  is 
hungry  hunts  a  job  through  drifting 
snow,  and  his  search  for  work  is  hope- 
less, then  what  shall  he  do?  God  knows. 
When  he  sees  his  wife  and  children 
shivering  when  the  north  wind  blows 
and  the  stores  are  full  of  clothing,  what 
shall  he  do?  God  knows.  When  he 
sees  his  home  invaded  and  the  landlord 
harshly  throws  to  the  street  his  scanty 
belongings,  what  shall  he  do?  God 
knows.  When  next  fall  he  takes  his 
ballot  and  into  the  booth  he  goes  with 
the  power  to  change  the  system,  then 
what  will  he  do?    God  knows. 

I  want  to  ask  the  nons  and  delin- 
quents just  one  question:   How  do  you 


feel  when  you  go  up  and  meet  the  pay- 
master and  receive  $10  more  than  your 
actions  show  you  are  really  worth,  and 
which  other  good,  straight,  upriglit, 
honest  Brotherhood  men  get  for  you  and 
are  paying  their  dues  to  keep  your  con- 
dition better?  Now,  are  you  so  di«v. 
so  sorry,  so  no-account  and  so  narrow 
between  the  eyes  that  you  cannot  spare 
the  pitiful  little  sum  of  $4  a  year? 

Now,  I  will  sidetrack  by  saying,  broth- 
ers, keep  on  pushing  forward  and  come 
out  to  our  meetings. 

With  best  wishes  to  all,  I  am. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  &  n., 

JouBNAL  Agent. 
•  <>• 

Crooks,  Ky. 

Well,  after  a  long  silence  and  nradi 
worrying,  here  I  am  again.  Some  may 
say,  •'What  is  he  worrying  about?^  U 
they  wHl  read  down,  I  will  answer  their 
question.    Here  it  is: 

As  President  of  Mount  Sterling  Lodge 
225,  it  worries  me  to  see  the  memben 
take  so  little  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
their  loved  ones.  Last  night,  November 
4th,  was  our  meeting  night,  and  how 
many  do  you  suppose  were  there?  Jot 
a  quorum.  The  janitor  was  absent  asd 
we  were  unable  to  get  into  our  lodge 
rooms.  However,  we  held  a  meeting  in 
the  hall  and  elected  a  full  set  of  oflicerB. 
Now,  how  can  I  call  you  brothers  whei 
you  neglect  your  meetings  in  thii 
way?  You  are  not  acting  as  brothers 
should.  If  you  did,  everything  would 
turn  out  all  right  I  have  been  p^efl^ 
dent  of  Lodge  225  for  twelve  moitthf 
and  have  never  seen  the  lodge  room 
filled  in  that  time.  Don't  that  look  had 
on  your  part?  Is  that  the  way  bvothen 
should  act?  No,  sir,  I  say,  everjoae 
come  along  and  help  one  another  and 
we  will  then  prosper.  We  have  a  good 
Supervisor  and  one  who  would  be  glad 
to  see  every  man  attend  his  meettng 
when  the  time  comes.  Let  the  officials 
get  our  pay  down  to  where  It  was  whtfi 
the  Brotherhood  picked  it  up,  and  tbw 
what  will  be  your  excuse;  whom  cooM 
you  blame?  You  could  not  put  the  blame 
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on  your  President  or  Vice-preBident,  for 
we  are  always  on  hand,  like  a  bad  dol- 
lar. I  say  the  blame  should  rest  on 
those  who  are  satisfied  to  step  up  on 
the  pay  car  and  draw  the  pay  a  few  of 
us  are  keeping  up. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  I  appeal  to  all 
men  working  in  the  track  department 
on  the  Lexington  Division  to  come,  one 
and  all,  and  help  us  to  keep  this  great 
good  ball  working  uphill,  and  don't  let 
it  set  by  us  and  go  to  the  bottom. 

Hoping  that  all  members  will  wake  up 
and  start  out  with  a  new  determination 
that  we  will  conquer,  though  we  die. 

Wishing  the  Auxiliary  success,  I  am. 
Tours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

J.  O.  Wood. 
•<>♦ 

Fort  Gay,  W.  Va. 

I    have  Just  finished  reading  the  Oc- 
tober edition  of  the  good  old  Advocate, 
and    I  must   compliment  Brother  Lowe 
on  the  wise  manner  in  which  he  handled 
the   strike  on  the  D.  L.  &  W.     I  am 
praying  for  their  success,  which  I  am 
sure  they   will  have   if  they  will  only 
stick    together   until   the   company   will 
make  a  settlement  and  give  the  poor, 
undeci>aid   section   man  more  show  to 
live  and  feed  and  clothe  his  children.   I 
have   been   a  section     foreman     about 
twenty  years  and  know  the  importance 
of  a  trackman.    I  know  no  company  can 
run    a  railroad   very  long     without     a 
trackman.     That  is  why  I  say,  section 
men  and  section  foremen,  stay  out  with 
your  committee  until  every  man  is  re- 
instated   and  get     what     you  ask  for. 
They  will   have  to  give  it.     Just  stay 
out  and  be  good  citizens.     You  will  not 
have  any  trouble  in  adjusting  matters; 
all  you  will  have  to  do  is  to  keep  your 
labor   and   let  the    company   keep    the 
road,  and  when  they  have  kept  it  long 
enough,  they  will  be  glad  to  get  their 
section  foremen  and  section  men  back. 
The  railroad   company  could  get  lUong 
better  without   some    of    their  officials 
than  they  could  without  their  trackmen 
I   cannot    help      again      complimenting 
Brother  Lowe.    If  I  were  in  a  position 


to  do  so,  I  would  give  him  a  crown  even 
greater  than  Solomon's,  for  I  do  love  a 
man  who  has  the  backbone  to  stand  by 
a  brother  trackman  until  all  unfinished 
work  is  completed. 

Wishing  the  men  every  success  in 
their  undertaking  and  asking  you  all 
to  remember  your  dues  and  pay  them 
promptly, 

Yours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

Certificate.  74031. 
»o» 

Albemarle  Lodge,  N.  73. 
Edenton,  N.  C. 

I  again  take  the  privilege  of  inserting 
another  article  in  the  columns  of  the 
dear  old  Advocate.  I  enjoy  reading  a 
letter  from  a  live,  progressive  member^ 
ship  man,  one  who  realizes  that  to  gain 
promotion,  we  must  be  competent,  hon- 
est and  truthful  and  show  capacity  for 
greater  responsibility. 

Bridges!  Bridges!  Bridges!  They  are 
my  only  thoughts.  I  believe  all  men 
working  on  bridges  cannot  help  but  feel 
the  responsibility.  A  foreman  of  a 
bridge  force  cannot  be  a  man  with  the 
least  spark  of  true  manhood  in  him,  if 
he  feels  he  is  not  responsible  for  so 
many  lives.  The  engineer,  no  doubt, 
feels  his  responsibility,  but  with  an  un- 
safe bridge,  the  faithful  engineer  can- 
not cross  in  safety.  Oh,  the  lives  that 
the  Maintenance  of  Way  Department 
may  have  to  give  an  account  of  if  they 
do  not  faithfully  discharge  their  duties! 
I  cannot  help  but  impress  upon  you  the 
duty  we  owe  our  own  conscience  and 
the  railroad  company.  To  us  are  in- 
trusted precious  lives.  Let  us  keep  the 
trust  sacred.  I  enjoy  a  talk  with  any 
man  interested  in  bridge  work.  My 
highest  aim  in  the  railroad  service  is  to 
have  my  bridges  safe.  Again  I  ask.  Can 
the  engineer  who  pulls  the  throttle  pass 
in  safety  if  we  have  not  done  our  whole 
duty?  Are  not  the  Maintenance  of  Way 
men  a  responsible  set  of  men?  Do  we 
receive  proper  recognition?  In  my  last 
letter  I  wrote  the  men  in  our  department 
to  do  the  very  best  for  the  company 
they  represent    I  wish  I  could  impress 
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every  man  with  the  idea  that  a  certain 
amount  of  responsibility  is  his,  and  I 
wish  he  would  be  manly  enough  to  as- 
sume it.  Let  our  service  to  the  railroad 
company  be  so  far  above  par  that  they 
cannot  help  but  recognize  our  responsi- 
bility, honor  and  ability.  I  want  to  feel 
that  we  Justly  merit  more  consideration. 
I  think  it  takes  a  good,  conscientious 
lailroad  man  to  make  a  good  Brother- 
hood man.  Some  men  are  not  much 
good  for  anything.  Let  us  not  belong 
to  that  class. 

On  the  Norfolk  &  Southern  we  have 
no  fault  to  find  with  the  officials.  They 
are  a  fair-minded,  liberal-hearted  set  of 
men,  very  willing  to  do  the  right  thing. 
It  is  up  to  us  to  teach  them  to  appre- 
ciate us.  In  the  lodge  room  we^  can 
devise  plans  to  make  ourselves  more 
competent  to  fill  our  positions.  Our 
Order  is  not  banded  together  to  hurt 
our  employers,  but  to  help  ourselves  to 
make  us  accomplished  and  worthy.  We 
believe  in  organized  labor  and  we  want 
to  see  every  Brotherhood  man  at  our 
meetings.  What  is  the  trouble  with 
some  of  you  boys?  Are  you  not  far- 
sighted  enough  to  see  the  benefit  you 
derive  from  the  Brotherhood?  Boys, 
to  be  a  coward  is  not  manly;  to  permit 
anyone  to  assist  you  without  thanking 
them  is  not  courteous.  Is  the  Brother- 
hood assisting  you?  Have  you  shown 
your  appreciation?  How?  By  staying 
at  home  and  not  paying  your  dues?  Did 
it  ever  occur  to  you  that  some  day  you 
may  need  help?  None  of  us  are  perfect; 
we  err  with  our  own  judgment;  we  need 
the  help  of  one  another.  I  do  not  think 
any  of  our  foremen  would  purposely  do 
a  wrong  to  the  railroad  company.  The 
worst  wrong  they  do  is  when  they  stay 
away  from  the  Brotherhood  meetings 
and  fail  to  pay  their  dues.  Now,  Mr. 
Non-Brotherhood  Man,  if  you  will  take 
a  little  notice  of  your  own  condition  and 
get  in  with  the  rest  of  us,  you  will  have 
a  body  of  friends  to  help  you  when  you 
may  need  a  friend  if  you  are  in  the 
right  Do  not  wait  until  it  is  too  late. 
Be  a  man  or  a  mouse.  If  you  are  a 
mouse,  you  may  be  caught.     Remember 


the  best  of  us  make  mistakes 
times.  It  has  been  said,  "Friendship, 
like  gold,  needs  the  acid  test  ol  ad- 
versity to  determine  its  value."  In  osr 
Brotherhood  we  advance  the  principles 
of  friendship;  we  advocate  the  right  be- 
tween man  and  man,  and  we  try  to  pro- 
mote our  members. 

Brothers,  in  the  name  of  Friendship, 
Love  and  Fraternity,  we  ask  yon  to  at- 
tend the  meetings.  Pay  your  dues  and 
do  your  best  to  help  your  non-Brother- 
hood friend  to  better  his  condition. 
Read  the  Advocate.  It  will  help  yoa. 
It  is  filled  with  good  literature  and  wm 
make  you  a  better  railroad  man,  a  bet- 
ter Brotherhood  num  and  a  nobler  and 
truer  citizen.  Don't  denounce  the 
Brotherhood  because  you  dislike  some  of 
its  members.  Can  you  join  any  0I1gan^ 
zation  where  every  one  is  your  friend? 
Don't  try  to  still  your  selfish  motives  at 
the  expense  of  your  grand  and  noble 
Order.  Selfishness  often  keeps  the 
wrong  man  down.  Boys,  dont  be  selfish. 
You  are  the  man  It  hurts.  It  may  be 
you  have  a  loving  wife  and  children 
whom  your  selfish  motives  are  keeping 
from  enjoying  what  you  justly  earn. 
The  tramp  said,  "This  world  owes  me  a 
living."  Don't  you  think  he  has  a  hard 
time  to  collect  it?  This  world  may  owe 
us  a  living,  but  some  of  us  are  having 
a  hard  time  to  collect  it  With  the  help 
of  the  Brotherhood,  the  collection  is 
made  easy.  The  Brotherhood  will  hdp 
you  if  you  are  worthy  of  help.  It  brings 
you  in  fellowship  with  each  other.  It 
leads  you  to  higher  aspirations,  nobler 
virtues,  sound  principles  and  loftier 
ideas. 

While  we  frankly  admit  we  work  for 
the  check  we  know  we  are  going  to  re- 
ceive, let  ns  strive  that  the  check  may 
not  be  of  more  value  to  us  than  we 
have  been  to  the  railroad  company.  In 
my  estimation,  this  is  one  way  to  make 
a  railroad  company  reoognize  as  ac- 
cording to  our  worth. 

Work  for  your  employers  as  you  would 
if  you  were  working  on  a  piece  of  work 
for  yourselves.  Do  not  let  any  materisl 
go  to  waste.    Loyalty  and  duty  to  the 
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railroad  company  we  represent,  should 
be  our  liighest  aim  In  our  work.  We 
should  not  ask  or  expect  to  be  recog- 
nized as  honorable  men  unless  we  de- 
serve it.  Don't  you  think  It  takes  nerve 
to  ask  for  what  you  know  you  do  not 
deserve? 

I  want   the   Brotherhood  to  thrive. 

And    to   promote  the  right; 
I   want   to    live  for  God  and  man. 

And    work  because   it's  right. 

Tha    Brotherhood    wants   noble   men. 

Those   not  ashamed  to  say 
We   are    banded   together   to   help   one   another, 

To  work   and  not  to  play. 

We  aak  the  boys  to  all  come  in. 

And  help   themselves  along; 
In  selfishness  they'll  not  remain. 

They'll    sing   a   Brotherhood    song. 

If  you  are   on  the  outside. 

Do   you    expect   to  share 
With   thoae  who  help  the  cause? 

Be  honest,  just  and  fair. 

Tou  owe   it  to  your  family. 

To  those   who  on  you  depend; 
It  Is  your  solemn  duty 

Tour  position  to  defend. 

H.  H.  Adams. 


Miami,  Fla. 

I  was  Just  thinking  of  complimenting 
the  members  of  Miami  Lodge  89  In  their 
selection  of  officers,  but  must  admit  that 
their  judgment  waned  when  It  came  to 
a  journal  agent.  Well,  they  cannot  be 
very  much  disappointed  for  they  are  not 
expecting  much  from  me. 

I  was  just  thinking  of  the  difference 
in  the  average  section  foreman  fifteen 
years  ago  and  at  the  present  time.  When 
I  was  working  up,  a  man  had  to  put  in 
from  three  to  five  years  and  longer  be- 
fore be  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
foreman,  and  when  he  got  to  be  fore- 
man, he  was  looked  upon  as  a  man  of 
Importance,  especially  by  his  neighbors, 
and  he  certainly  felt  Important.  Then, 
not  all,  but  a  great  many  of  them  would 
go  out  with  their  gangs,  put  them  to 
work  and  then  go  to  the  nearest  store  or 
public  place,  put  In  their  day  whittling 
on  dry  goods  boxes,  discussing  politics, 
religion,  farming  and  mostly  everything 
else  that  they  knew  very  little  about. 
How  about  now?  Well,  It  is  quite  differ- 
ent. Instead  of  working  up  to  the  job, 
section  foremen  are    appointed    to    the 


POSITION  as  it  were,  but  a  great  many 
of  them  try  to  run  a  section  after  the 
style  of  the  old-time  man  of  real  prac- 
tical experience,  but,  let  me  tell  you  they 
are  running  it  Into  the  groimd.  Why, 
years  ago,  with  the  roadbed  and  track 
nearly  as  good  as  new,  and  traffic  a  small 
per  cent  of  what  It  Is  at  the  present 
time,  a  good  practical  foreman  at  that 
time  could  keep  up  a  section  and  hunt 
and  fish  half  of  his  time.  However, 
what  I  want  to  get  Into  your  heads  Is 
this — those  days  are  gone  forever.  At 
the  rate  of  living  at  the  present  time, 
show  me  a  job  or  position  or  whatever 
you  like  to  call  It,  where  a  man  can  lie 
down  on  it  like  he  used  to  do.  The 
man  of  today  with  a  patch  on  the  seat  of 
his  trousers  has  a  place  only  In  the  back 
row.  Now  let  us  look  at  the  other  class 
of  man,  who  wants  to  keep  pace  with 
the  progress  of  time.  Believe  me,  there 
is  a  great  future  ^or  the  man  who  de- 
sires to  advance.  I  refer  to  the  track- 
man as  much  as  anyone  else.  Tes,  you 
know  as  well  as  I  why,  with  all  the  ad- 
vancement the  roads  are  making,  they 
must  have  competent  men  to  keep  up  the 
track.  In  saying  this,  I  have  In  mind, 
the  Florida  East  Coast  railway.  Why 
does  the  management  look  elsewhere  for 
men  to  fill  some  of  the  most  Important 
places  in  the  Roadway  Department  with 
COO  miles  of  their  own  line  to  draw  from? 
Prejudice?  I  don't  think  so.  No,  you 
know  why,  and  if  the  men  on  the  Flor- 
ida East  Coast  Railway  were  as  anxious 
to  advance  as  the  officials  were  to  have 
them  do  so,  there  would  be  much  better 
service  rendered  and  deserving  promo- 
tions made. 

L.   S.   TURBTFILL, 

Journal  Agent. 
»o» 

Cross  Keys,  Ga. 

Having  been  elected  journal  agent  of 
Lodge  677,  I  am  going  to  let  the  readers 
of  the  Advocate  hear  from  the  Charlotte 
Division  of  the  Southern  every  month. 
We  elected  our  officers  at  our  last  meet- 
ing, the  third  Sunday  In  October  and  had 
a  good  meeting.    Say,  you  noB-members, 
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don't  you  hate  to  see  the  members  of 
the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.  get  together  and  have 
a  good  time,  or  would  you  rather  stay 
away  back,  with  your  mouth  dripping 
water  and  wish  you  knew  what  we  were 
doing?  Now,  come  on  ride  the  goat  and 
stop  wasting  so  much  water,  as  It  Is 
something  that  is  getting  scarce  down 
here  with  me.  I  could  not  afford  to 
waste  it  that  way.  Now,  brace  up  and 
be  men!  Come  on  and  ride  the  goat!  It 
has  not  killed  anyone  yet! 

We  had  our  officials  and  foremen's 
inspection  yesterday,  November  the  4th, 
and  we  certainly  had  a  fine  time.  Say, 
talk  about  your  officials!  We  have  as 
fine  a  set  of  officials  as  you  can  find  any- 
where and  if  a  man  will  not  get  up  and 
hustle  for  them,  he  will  not  work  for 
any  officials.  We  have  some  fine  riding 
track  and  some  clean  track  as  well. 
Where  they  are  grading  the  track  could 
not  be  cleaned  up  as  well  as  the  rest  of 
it  Brother  Tom  Culpeper  had  the  pret- 
tiest track,  especially  his  grass  line. 
Brother  Tom  is  on  White  Sulphur  sec- 
tion. The  branch  roads  were  in  fine  con- 
diton  and  there  was  much  favorable  com- 
ment on  theuL 

We  are  expecting  to  meet  our  Presi- 
dent of  the  Brotherhood  in  Atlanta  on 
the  26th  of  this  month. 

I  guess  I  had  better  quit  for  this  time. 
Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

H.  B.  McPeck. 
•-(>• 

Knoxville,  Tcnn. 

Dear  Advocate  Readers: 

I  have  been  thinking  about  the  good 
meeting  we  had  on  the  fourth  Sunday  at 
Lodge  41  and  I  want  to  say  that  we 
surely  had  a  nice  talk  from  Brothers 
Langley  and  Powell,  and  everyone  pres- 
ent enjoyed  it. 

I  have  been  talking  to  a  good  many  of 
the  brothers  while  going  over  the  road 
doing  my  repair  work  on  depots  and  1 
am  well  pleased  with  the  way  they  feel. 
I  understand  there  are  two  or  three  men 
on  the  Knoxville  Division  who  say  they 
do  not  intend  to  come  in,  as  the  Brother- 
hood  only   got  an   increase   of   $3,00   a 


month,  and  if  they  could  not  do  bettei 
than  this,  they  would  not  join.  Now,  1 
want  to  say  to  the  brothers  of  Clintoi 
Lodge  41  especially,  when  you  com( 
across  a  man  like  that,  make  it  just  ai 
unpleasant  for  him  as  you  can  and  mar 
be  you  can  make  him  change  his  mind 
Let  us  keep  straight  and  try  to  mak( 
the  company  see  that  we  want  to  do  tbc 
right  thing.  They  will  soon  become  in 
terested  in  us  and  we  can  then  get  rki 
of  the  men  who  are  fighting  us.  Let  us 
stay  right  together  and  if  our  commit 
tee  cannot  get  what  we  want,  let  us  Ukc 
what  we  can  get  and  be  satisfied.  SUj 
right  together  and  hit  another  lick  soxoe 
other  time. 

Now,  I  would  like  to  remind  all  of 
the  members  of  the  Brotherhood  that  ^t 
will  have  our  Grand  President  with  os 
at  Clinton  Lodge  No.  41  on  the  17th  day 
of  December  and  you  are  all  invited  to 
attend.    Tours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

G.    W.    ADAM8. 

Journal  Agent 
^<y 

Alcona,  Ont. 

LETTER  WITH  A  HISTORY. 

A  remarkable  letter,  said  to  have  bees 
written  by  Christ,  and  which  must  be 
published  to  the  world  by  whoever  flndi 
it,  under  pain  of  dire  misfortune  if  tbii 
is  not  complied  with,  is  being  published 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada  and  a 
copy  has  been  sent  from  the  old  ooantx| 
to  an  Ottawa  woman,  Mrs.  M.  Nortii* 
of  Hillson  avenue.  The  story  of  its  se^ 
ing  the  light  is  surrounded  by  supei 
tion  worthy  of  the  dark  ages. 

The  letter  is  supposed  to  have  beeC 
written  by  Christ  just  after  His  cmcJ' 
fixion,  signed  by  the  Angel  Gabriel  M 
years  after  the  Savior's  birth  and  d» 
posited  by  him  under  a  stone  at  tli« 
foot  of  the  cross.  The  stone,  according 
to  the  legend,  was  turned  over  by  a  llttlt 
child  and  the  letter  discovered.  It  wbb 
passed  over  to  one  who  kept  it  as  a  sa- 
cred memento  of  Christ  but  f^ed  to 
have  it  published.  It  passed  down  for 
more  than  1000  years,  during  which  time 


the  family  suffer. 
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Tliey  finally  went  to  America  and  Be% 
tied  in  Virginia,  where  it  was  first  pub- 
lished in  a  Georgia  newspaper  in  1891. 

It  was  clipped  by  an  Indiana  woman 
who  kept  it  In  her  possession  without 
tryingr  to  publish  it  She  was  followed' 
by  misfortune  which  she  attributed  to 
her  neglect  Hundreds  have  been  fright- 
ened by  the  curious  order,  in  fact,  since 
the  letter  was  first  published. 
The  letter  reads: 

"Whosoever  works  on  the  Sabbath  day 
shall  be  cursed.  I  command  you  to  go  to 
church  and  keep  holy  the  Lord's  day, 
without  any  manner  of  work.  You  shall 
not  idle  yourself  or  misspend  your  time 
in  bedecking  yourself  in  superfiuities  of 
costly  apparel  and  vain  dressing,  for  I 
have  ordered  it  a  day  of  rest  I  will 
have  that  day  kept  holy  that  your  sins 
may  be  forgiven  you. 

"Tou  will  not  break  my  commandments 
but  observe  and  keep  them,  they  being 
written  by  my  hand  and  spoken  from 
my  mouth.  You  shall  not  only  go  to 
church  yourselves,  but  also  your  man 
servant  and  maid  servant.  Observe  my 
words   and  learn  my  commandments. 

••You  shall  finish  your  work  every  Sat- 
urday at  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  at 
which  hour  the  preparation  for  the  Sab- 
bath begins.  I  advise  you  to  fast  five 
days  in  the  year,  beginning  on  Good  Fri- 
day and  continuing  the  five  days  follow- 
ing in  remembrance  of  the  five  bloody 
wounds  I  received  for  you  and  mankind. 
"You  shall  love  one  another,  and  cause 
them  that  are  not  baptized  to  come  to 
church  and  receive  tne  Hoiy  Sacrament, 
that  is  to  say,  baptism,  and  then  the 
Bupper  of  the  Lord,  and  be  nuide  a  mem- 
ber thereof,  and  in  so  doing  I  will  give 
you  long  life  and  many  blessings.  Your 
land  shall  be  replenished  and  bring  forth 
abundance,  and  I  shall  comfort  you  in 
the  greatest  temptation  and  surely  he 
that  doeth  to  the  contrary  shall  be 
cursed. 

"I  will  also  send  hardness  of  the  heart 
on  them,  and  especially  on  hardened  and 
impenitent  unbelievers,  He  that  hath  giv- 
en to  the  poor  shall  find  it  profitable 
Remember  to  keep  the  Sabbath  day,  for 


the  seventh  day  I  have  taken  as  a  resting 
day  to  myself. 

"And  he  that  hath  a  copy  of  this  let- 
ter written  by  my  own  hand  and  spoken 
by  my  own  mouth,  and  keepeth  it  with* 
out  publishing  it  to  others,  shall  not 
prosper,  but  he  that  publisheth  it  to 
others  shall  be  blessed  by  me,  and  if 
their  sins  be  as  many  as  stars  by  night, 
and  if  they  truly  believe  they  shall  be 
pardoned;  and  they  that  believe  not  this 
writing  and  my  commandments  will  have 
my  plagues  upon  you,  and  you  will  be 
consumed  with  your  children,  goods  and 
cattle,  and  all  other  worldly  enjoyments 
that  I  have  given  you.  Do  but  once  think 
of  what  I  have  suffered  for  you;  if  you 
do,  It  will  be  well  for  you  in  this  world 
and  in  the  world  which  is  to  come. 

''Whosoever  shall  have  a  copy  of  this 
letter  and  shall  keep  it  in  their  house, 
nothing  shall  hurt  them,  neither  pesti- 
lence, thunder  nor  lightning,  and  if  any 
woman  be  in  birth  and  put  her  trust  in 
me  she  shall  be  delivered  of  her  child. 
You  shall  hear  no  more  news  of  me  ex- 
cept through  the  Holy  Scripture  until 
the  day  of  Judgment.  All  goodness  and 
prosperity  shall  be  in  the  house  where 
a  copy  of  this  letter  shall  be  found.  Fin- 
ished." 

From         "CE3HTRAL  Canada  Citizen." 
•  o^ — 

Hernando,  Miss. 

Absent-mindedness  makes  us  do  things 
which  appear  very  amusing  to  the  on- 
looker and  after  we  see  the  mistake  our- 
selves, it  is  really  funny.  The  young 
never  have  the  habit,  at  least  as  far  as 
my  observation  goes,  but  it  Is  confined  to 
those  who  are  well  up  in  years.  When 
a  boy  I  often  laughed  at  my  mother  when 
she  would  look  all  over  the  house  for  her 
spectacles,  scolding  the  children  for  mis* 
placing  them,  while  all  the  time  they 
were  on  top  of  her  forehead,  where  she 
had  placed  them  when  done  reading  or 
sewing.  At  that  time,  I  never  thought  t 
would  commit  the  same  blunder  in  years 
to  come.  My  children  tell  me  I  would 
forget  my  own  name  if  they  did  not  re- 
member it  for  me.    While  I  da  not  think 
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I  am  quite  that  bad,  I  am  often  embar- 
rassed when  I  do  not  remember  the 
names  of  my  acquaintances.  Faces,  I 
never  forget,  but  names  I  should  re- 
member escape  my  memory  very  often. 

Not  long  ago,  while  in  Memphis  one 
Sunday,  I  met  a  young  man  from  Ken- 
tucky. He  was  a  son  of  one  of  my  old 
friends  in  that  state.  He  came  over, 
shook  hands  with  me  and  called  me  by 
name,  but  if  I  were  to  be  shot,  I  could 
not  remember  his  name.  I  knew  his  face 
and  also  knew  he  was  from  Kentucky, 
but  his  name  I  could  not  recalL  I  told 
him  I  was  very  glad  to  meet  him  and 
asked  him  if  he  was  living  in  Memphis. 
He  said  he  was  and  asked  me  to  be 
sure  and  come  to  see  him.  I  told  him,  in 
order  to  be  sure  of  his  address,  I  would 
like  him  to  write  it  down,  j  also  his 
name,  as  my  writing  was  so  poor  I  could 
hardly  read  it.  After  he  had  given  me 
his  name  and  address  a  light  broke  on 
my  vision.  "Walter  Scoton,  Lord!  How 
did  I  ever  forget  it!" 

I  often  hunt  for  my  pipe  and  it  is  in 
my  mouth,  my  pencil  and  other  things, 
the  same  way.  Only  last  Sunday  morn- 
ing, I  was  hunting  for  my  vest  and  I 
called  Mrs.  O'D.  to  help  me  find  it,  at  the 
same  time  fussed  around,  talking  of  the 
carelessness  of  women  in  general  in  mis- 
placing articles,  when  I  happened  to  look 
in  my  coat  and  there  was  my  vest  on  my 
back.  However,  I  do  not  forget  any  im- 
portant matters  and  as  a  general  rule 
have  a  good  memory,  but  little  things  in 
daily  use — well,  it  is  amusing  to  see  me 
hunt  them,  when  probably  they  are  in  my 
hand  or  close  by.  I  wonder  if  others  of 
my  age  are  in  the  same  fix! 

The  worst  case  of  absent-mindedness 
that  ever  came  to  my  notice  was  a  young 
man  who  did  not  remember  his  wife's 
name.  It  took  him  quite  a  long  time 
to  bring  it  to  his  memory.  It  was  in 
the  Ozark  Mountains.  His  name  was 
Jackson,  a  native,  lived  all  his  life  up  to 
that  time  in  the  neighborhood  where  he 
was  born.  After  the  railroad  was  put 
through,  immigrants  kept  coming  in  and 
land  and  values  of  same  took  a  big  Jump 
in   price.     Jackson   wanted   to   sell   his 


place  and  a  purchaser  came  alon^  one 
day  and  the  newcomer  bous^t  JadcBOo's 
land  or  took  an  <H>tion  on  it.    They  both 
came  over  to  my  house  for  me  to  ^vrrite 
out  the  agreement  between  them  &8  to 
'when  pajrment  should  be  made   by  the 
purchaser  of  the  second  part  to  the  par- 
ties of  the  first  part,  Jackson  and  his 
wife  to  do  their   part     The  purchaser 
came  into  my  house.    Jackson  would  sot 
come  in.     "He  reckoned  he  would  stay 
outside."    He  was  bare-footed,  his  paats 
rolled  up  to  his  knees  and  turning  aronad 
on  one  foot  with  his  heels  boring  botaft 
in  the  ground.    When  I  came  to  the  part 
of  the  agreement  where  it  was  necessary 
to  have  the  signature  of  Jackson^  wife, 
I  went  to  the  door  and  said,  "Mi.  lack- 
son,  what  is  your  wife's  given  nameT 
He     stopped     boring    holes,     stood    «9 
straight,  scratched  his  head,  studied  for 
a  long  time  and  finally  said,  "Mr.  CDon- 
nell,   I   do    believe   her  name   is   Nan." 
He  was  not  sure,   but  thou^t   it  was, 
although  she  was  his  own  cousin.    Tours 
fraternally,  T.  J.  O'Doimuu. 


Pounding^MiU,  Va.. 

Dear  Friends  and  Readers  of  the  lit- 
tle book  which  brings  the  sacred  words 
of  our  Order  to  the  homes  of  all:  I  do 
not  mean  to  wear  out  your  patience,  Mr. 
Editor,  as  I  am  very  much  delighted  to 
hear  from  you  through  your  monthly 
publication. 

Well,  brothers  on  all  other  roads,  our 
committee  had  its  meeting  with  the  offi- 
cials of  the  N.  4b  W.  and  we  received  a 
very  good  schedule  and  a  right  nice  in- 
crease in  wages,  although  it  seems  to  me 
the  Company  does  not  recognize  us  as 
being  a  very  important  factor  in  railroad- 
ing, as  we  are  in  the  bridge  and  track 
department.  It  seems  to  me  we  are  just 
as  important  as  the  train  departmrat 
for  if  they  had  no  tracks  or  bridges, 
what  use  would  trainmen  be?  However, 
I  believe  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 
the  company  will  do  a  fairly  good  part 
by  us  rough-necked  bridgemen  and  hump- 
shouldered  trackmen,  who  use  a  tam]^ 
pick  when  the  turtle  lumblesupcm  bis 
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back  along  in  the  evening.     So  I  must 
now  widen  out  a  little  and  talk  to  those 
who  may   be  interested  in  railroad  mat- 
ters.    Railroading  today  is  not  what  it 
was   some    81    years  ago.     On   May   22, 
1830,    the    first   American    railway    was 
opened  for  tra£Eic    Earlier  than  that  date 
springlesa  wagons  or  ox  carts  were  the 
mode  of  transportation  and  along  large 
streams,  crawling  canal  boats  were  used, 
but    here    among  the   Appalachian   hills 
we  had  no  boats.    On  May  24,  1844,  four- 
teen years  later,  a  crowd  gathered  at  the 
station  to  see  the  first  telegraphic  mes- 
sage sent  and  at  that  same  place,  during 
the   sunny    days  of  May,  1911,  another 
crowd    gathered   to   witness  the   experi- 
mental eyolutions  of  the  airship.    Truly 
the  world  has  moved  and  at  a  more  rapid 
rate    in    X911   than  1830,   when   we   had 
only  13  miles  of  railway.     At  the  pres- 
ent time,  according  to  the  latest  records, 
we   have    in   the   United   States   343,386 
miles  of   railroad  track.     If  the  unions 
and    organized   labor   had    started   with 
the  railroads  and  grown  in  proportion,  we 
would   now  be  sharing  the  good,  things 
of  this  life  with  the  capitalist,  but  as  it 
is    every    industry    is    old,    unions    are 
young  and  for  the  present  we  must  ac- 
cept what  the  capitalist  is  willing  to  pay. 
Now,  I  want  to  say  to  the  Union  broth- 
ers: Hold  fast  to  what  you  have  and  try 
to   get   the   laboring  class  of  people  in 
every  line  organized,  for  there  is  a  war 
growing  between  capital  and  labor.  Let 
us  stay  together,   brothers,  go  hand   in 
hand  and  shoulder  to  shoulder,  to  face 
capital  and  show  them  we  have  no  cow- 
ards in  our  ranks,  but  men  who  are  not 
afraid  to  die  for  their  rights. 

I  will  now  say  good-night  to  all.  Best 
wishes  to  the  Brotherhood.      W.  F.  A. 
— •o^ 

Lowell,  Mass. 

We  had  our  last  meeting  on  October 
14  and  a  very  busy  meeting  it  was.  We 
elected  our  officers  for  the  coming  year 
and  had  one  new  member  ride  the  goat 
and  then  the  fun  began.  Tou  see,  our 
goat  has  been  out  on  pasture  nearly  all 


the  summer  and  he  felt  very  gay.  We 
had  to  call  on  our  Conductor  (the  white 
hope)  to  hold  him. 

After  we  gave  our  new  member  a  good 
hand-shake,  our  vice-president  gave  us  a 
short  talk  on  the  "Call  for  Volunteers," 
and  if  any  of  the  stay-at-home  members 
had  heard  him  they  would  be  sure  to  go 
to  every  meeting  for  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing him  talk.  Our  Conductor  gave  us  a 
short  address  on  "The  Man  of  the  Hour," 
and  the  curtain  was  rung  up  the  second 
time.  Our  newly  elected  president  gave 
us  a  few  well-placed  words,  followed  by 
a  few  of  the  other  members,  who  also 
spoke  of  the  merits  of  the  organization. 
The  meeting  then  broke  up,  all  going 
away  feeling  that  they,  at  least,  had  done 
their  part     Yours  truly, 

J0UBI7AL  Agent. 
•<y 

Gordonsville,  Ga. 

I  wrote  a  letter  for  the  Advocate  last 
month  and  did  not  intend  writing  again 
this  month,  but  after  receiving  the  pic- 
tures of  our  Grand  Lodge  officers,  it  put 
me  in  the  notion  of  again  writing.  Many 
thanks  for  the  beautiful  pictures!  They 
are  just  grand!  I  think  it  is  nice  to 
belong  to  such  a  noble  order,  and  1  some- 
times think  the  nons  are  very  foolish 
for  not  Joining  us,  for  It  is  a  crei'it  to 
any  man  to  belong  to  such  a  grand  and 
noble  organization.  The  Advocate  we 
receive  is  almost  worth  what  dues  we 
pay,  for  there  are  so  many  interesting 
letters  in  it  from  all  over  the  country. 
I  tell  you,  dear  readers,  organization  is 
what  we  poor  trackmen  need,  and  if  we 
let  this  Union  of  ours  fall  through  now. 
we  are  gone,  and  we  will  have  to  work 
for  anything  the  railroads  choose  to  give 
us  and  you  know  that  would  go  hard 
with  us. 

Now,  brothers,  let  us  stand  up  to  the 
rack,  hay  or  no  hay.  I  will  not  worry  the 
editor  with  a  long  letter  this  time.  Will, 
however,  say  again,  many  thanks  for  the 
nice  pictures  and  will  close,  wishing  the 
Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary  great  success. 

J.    F.    KiBBY. 
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Haines  City,  Fla« 

It  has  been  a  long  time  Binoe  I  wrote 
you  and  having  just  received  a  copy  of 
your  Advocate  I  decided  to  write  a  few 
lines  today. 

It  Is  very  encouraging  to  know  that  so 
many  of  the  boys  are  getting  a  raise  on 
the  different  roads.  I  have  always  said 
that  section  foremen  should  receive  $75 
per  month  and  I  believe  that  they  will 
get  it. 

I  have  not  been  in  the  Maintenance  ol 
Way  Department  for  about  six  years  and 


front  of  my  tent  and  look  across  seves 
miles  of  beautiful  lake  and  It  abounds 
with  all  kinds  of  fresh  water  fish  and  be- 
sides there  is  any  quantity  of  game,  such 
as  quail,  turkey,  ducks  and  deer.  As  I 
am  writing  this  letter  I  will  send  a  photo 
of  my  camp  and  also  a  picture  of  our  new 
rail  lairing  machine  and  will  ask  the  edi- 
tor to  reproduce  It,  as  a  great  many 
would  probably  like  to  get  some  good  rail 
laying  machine.  This  machine  is  the 
American  Railroad  Ditcher.  I  must  say 
it  is  the  best  machine  of  the  kind  I  ever 
saw,  as  I  am  laying  2,400  to  2,600  feet  of 


AMERICAN  RAILROAD  DITCHER  AT  WORK  ON  HAINES  CITY  BRANCH,  A.  C.  I*  RT. 


do  not  expect  to  ever  go  back  as  I  like 
the  construction  work  best.  I  am  now 
working  altogether  for  contractors. 
They  pay  more  money  to  both  foremen 
and  laborers  and  do  not  have  half  the 
red  tape.  At  present  I  am  laying  the 
steel  on  the  new  Haines  City  branch  of 
the  A.  C.  L.  road.  It  runs  from  Haines 
City,  Florida  to  Lake  Jackson,  47  miles 
long.  This  new  road  opens  up  a  beau- 
tiful scope  of  country  that  is  undeveloped 
and  bids  fair  to  be  the  finest  orange  and 
grape  fruit  belt  in  the  state.  It  travels 
some  of  the  prettiest  lakes  in  the  state. 
Where  my  camp  is  now  situated  I  sit  in 


track  every  day  with  a  force  of  about 
twenty  men.  While  I  have  done  more 
than  that  with  other  machines  any  other 
machine  I  have  used  required  from  thirty^ 
five  to  fifty  men  to  handle  it  This  mar 
chine  is  a  fine  railroad  ditcher  and  cao 
be  used  as  wrecker  and  loaded.  I  load  all 
of  my  timber  for  the  trestles  and  can 
use  it  also  as  a  pile  driver.  I  carry  three 
cars  of  ties  and  one  of  rails  in  the  fbre- 
noon  and  the  same  in  the  afternoon.  1 
am  sure,  if  I  could  handle  the  rail  and 
ties  fast  enough,  this  machine  would  han- 
dle from  4,000  to  5,000  feet  of  material 
per  day.    I  am  sure,  if  any  man  has  as 
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much  as  twenty-fiye  miles  of  railroad  to 
build,  it  would  pay  him  well  to  use  one 
of  these  machines.  I  suppose  some  will 
Bay  I  haye  an  az  to  grind  by  writing  up 
this  machine,  but  I  have  not;  however, 
I  would  like  to  see  every  man  who  has 
railroad  to  build  to  know  that  this  is  a 
labor  saver  and  it  makes  it  liighter  on 
the  laborer  as  this  machine  lays  every* 
thing  down  in  front 

I  read  an  article  in  the  Advocate  to- 
day signed  by  Brother  L.  C.  Campbell 
that  hits  the  nail  square  on  the  head 
an(l  drives  it  home.  I  like  to  read  such 
letters.    It  shows  that  Brother  Campbell 


man?  He  goes  in  at  6  p.  m.  after  being 
out  all  day;  eats  a  cold  dinner  out  of  his 
tin  bucket;  he  feels  relieved  when  he 
knows  that  the  train  has  passed  ofT  hia 
section,  but  before  the  break  of  day  he 
hears  the  thunder  roll;  he  feels  anxious; 
he  knows  there  is  a  weak  embankment 
somewhere  on  his  section;  he  awakens 
his  wife  and  tells  her  that  he  feels  he 
ought  to  get  up  and  go  at  once;  he  knows 
that  train  83  or  84  is  due  there  before 
his  regular  time  to  go  on  duty,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  thinks  and  knows 
that  he  has  not  the  force  to  pull  the 
lever  car  against  the  heavy  wind  that  Is 


CAMP  OF  J.  E.  MARSHALL  ON  HAINES  CITY  (FLA.)  BRANCH  OF  S.  A.  L.  RT. 


is  a  man  of  good  Judgment  I  think  every 
man  should  know  his  business  before  he 
is  allowed  to  take  a  section  ia  charge. 
I  liave  always  contended  that  a  section 
master  has  more  responsibility  on  his 
slioulders  than  a  conductor  or  engineer. 
They  have  their  orders  to  start  with  and 
if  there  is  any  chance  of  danger  ahead,  it 
is  flashed  over  the  wires  ahead  of  them, 
telling  them  how  to  proceed  and  when  he 
gets  to  the  end  of  his  run  he  leaves  the 
train  and  another  man  takes  charge  until 
liis  time  to  start  out  again.  The  respon- 
sibility is  all  OfT  until  he  again  takes 
cl&arge.    How  is  it  with  the  section  fore- 


blowing,  but  he  knows  that  his  little  $60 
a  month  Job  is  at  stake,  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  engineer  and  conductor 
feel  no  responsibility  whatever  while 
oft  duty.  When  he  starts  out  on  his  next 
run  he  is  depending  upon  the  section 
foreman  for  the  safety  of  the  track.  If 
he  gets  into  trouble  the  first  thing  to  do 
is  to  see  if  the  blame  cannot  be  laid  on 
the  track  department  and  so  it  is,  if  there 
is  no  one  there  to  see  otherwise. 

Well,  I  guess  I  shall  close,  wishing  the 
Brotherhood  the  greatest  success,  I  re- 
main and  ever  will  a  true  Brotherhood 
man.  J.  E.  Mabshau* 
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Central  Lodge  No.  360. 

Oreetlngg  to  all!  I  am  here  again,  af- 
ter a  long  silence.  Well,  it  has  been 
quite  a  while  since  I  had  the  real  pleas- 
ure of  looking  into  the  faces  of  the 
brothers  of  old  Central  Lodge  No.  360. 
While  I  was  absent  in  person,  my  heart 
was  with  you  on  regular  lodge  days, 
when  I  perhaps  was  not  thought  of.  Cir- 
cumstances alter  cases,  so  we  find  out, 
but  something  altered  mine,  boys,  but 
by  the  help  of  an  all-wise  Ood  I  have 
oTercome  it  for  the  time  being.  You 
all  know  that  I  left  old  46  on  the  B.  ft  P. 
alld  kept  knocking  the  ties  oft  until  I 
found  myself  at  Machen  on  Section  30, 
Q.  ft  P.  branch.    So,  here  I  am! 

I  got  behind  with  everything  while 
walking  down  a  job,  dues  and'  all.  The 
grand  secretary-treasurer  wrote  me  along 
in  May,  giving  me  "smoot"  about  quitting 
the  Order.  God  bless  his  soul!  He 
meant  to  do  me  no  harm,  but  instead  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  blow  me  up  a  little  and 
show  me  ^here  I  was  wrong.  I  think 
Just  as  much  of  him  as  if  he  had  given 
me  John  D.  Rockefeller's  millions.  He 
was  only  boosting  cooperation  and  har- 
mony while  mashing  my  toes  a  little. 
I  felt  the  pressure  Just  the  eame  and  be- 
gan to  feel  ashamed  of  being  in  "non- 
mire,"  when  there  was  plenty  of  Union 
sand  to  surface  me  on. 

Now,  Mr.  Non,  if  a  Union  man  gets  his 
No.  10  on  your  toe,  just  knock  him  oft 
with  your  dues  and  join  him  and  then 
mash  the  first  non's  toes  you  meet  until 
he  stops  you  with  his  dues.  That  is  good 
business  policy  and  will  show  that  you 
are  worthy  of  the  confidence  placed  in 
you  in  being  initiated  into  our  noble 
Order.  ^ 

Cebtiticate  70148. 

From  Maine. 

I  am  very  glad  to  be  again  able  to 
write  a  few  words  to  the  Advocate.  I 
got  back  to  work  the  middle  of  May 
and  since  that  time  have  added  a  num- 
ber of  new  members  to  our  Order.  My 
first    work    was    between    Bangor    and 


Vanceboro,  in  the  vicinity  of  Mattai»Bi- 
keag  Lodge,  and  when  I  finished  the  Or- 
der stood  99  per  cent.  Boys  on  the  rest 
of  the  Maine  Central,  make  your  terri- 
tory 99  per  cent.  I  then  did  some  work 
in  the  territory  of  Bangor  Lodge  and 
started  on  the  B.  ft  A.  I  foimd  plenty 
of  work  and  when  called  off  that  line  I 
had  101  applications.  I  have  yet  a  few 
days'  work  on  that  line  and  on  the  part 
I  had  finished  I  had  97  per  cent  of  the 
foremen. 

I  want  to  add  a  few  words  of  advice 
to  the  brothers  of  the  B.  ft  A.  and  the 
Maine  Centra],  brothers  and  any  othos 
who  may  read  this  letter:  One  of  the 
reasons  our  lodges  break  down  is  because 
our  members  get  careless  and  do  not  at- 
tend the  meetings.  They  will  elect  offi- 
cers, then  stay  away  and  say  "Let  George 
do  it."  Each  member  must  do  his  part 
One  thing  I  have  noticed  in  my  trav- 
els— the  fellow  who  never  goes  to  tlje 
meetings  is  the  principal  one  to  find  fault 
Any  member  can  be  a  card  holder,  but  to 
be  a  thorough  Union  man,  you  must  at- 
tend the  meetings  and  do  your  part 
These  meetings  are  educational  and  every 
one  has  some  good  points.  I  worked  a 
number  of  years  on  a  section  for  |1  a 
day  and  kicked,  growled  and  chewed  the 
rag  like  all  the  rest  and  wondered  why 
the  manager  did  not  raise  our  pay.  The 
section  men  were  the  poorest  paid,  hard- 
est worked  and  least  respected.  Brothers, 
there  was  a  reason — we  must  respect 
ourselves  before  we  can  expect  or  demand 
any  respect  from  others.  We  have  our 
eyes  opened  and  if  we  use  our  brains 
we  can  command  the  respect  due  us 

While  I  was  in  Houlton,  the  Joint  Pro- 
tective Board  met  and  signed  up  a  sched- 
ule with  one  additional  point  gained. 
Brother  Lowe  called  me  to  Portland  to 
transfer  and  get  the  men  in  line  on  the 
Portland  Terminal  Company.  I  had  good 
luck  there,  and  that  line  is  practically 
solid.  We  prepared  a  schedule  and  sent 
it  to  the  proper  officials,  asking  for  a 
hearing.  Since  I  came  back  to  Maine  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  Wash- 
ington County  and  also  Somerset  lodges. 
The  Somerset  boys  got  a  little  careless 
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and  let  their  lodge  go  to  pieces,  but  with 
a  little  explai^tion  and  a  good  meeting, 
I  succeeded  in  putting  the  Somerset  boys 
back  in  line.  Labor  should  always  be  in 
a  position  to  resent  any  encroachments 
on  its  rights  and  it  is  only  by  united 
effort  we  can  hope  to  accomplish  much. 

Thanking  all  who  assisted  me  to  help 
balld  up  our  noble  cause  and  wishing  all 
the  members  a  merry  Christmas  and  a 
happy  New  Year,  I  am,  Yours  frater- 
nally, A.  F.  Stout. 
•  o» 

Clinchport,  Va. 

As  I  never  see  any  letters  in  the  Adyo* 
CATB  from  this  part,  I  thought  I  would 
try  and  write  a  few  lines,  if  the  editor 
will  leave  me  a  little  space. 

We  have  a  nice  lodge  here  and  hold  our 
meetings  the  first  Sunday  after  the  18th ' 
of  each  month.  Our  hall  is  in  Bristol, 
Tenn.  The  members  all  work  on  the 
V.  lb  S.  W.  division  of  the  Southern 
Railway.  We  all  think  the  I.  B.  M.  W. 
E.  a  good  order. 

We  elected  our  new  officers  last  meet 
Ing.  Brother  D.  C.  Leonard  was  re- 
elected as  chairman  of  our  grievance  com- 
mittee. He  is  bridge  foreman  No.  7  on 
this  division.  He  will  meet  the  officials 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Charlotte,  S.  C, 
on  December  the  11th.  I  trust  he  will 
have  a  nice  time  an^  enjoy  the  pleas- 
ure of  meeting  our  people. 

While  down  there.  Brothers  Powell 
and  Langley  met  with  us  in  our  hall  at 
Bristol  on  the  night  of  October  21,  and 
gave  us  a  nice  little  talk,  which  was  ap- 
preciated by  everyone.  We  were  very 
sorry  to  know  that  Brother  J.  F.  War- 
ley's  wife  was  too  ill  for  him  to  attend 
last  meeting.  Thinking  perhaps  he 
might  have  been  in  need  of  a  little  as- 
8i8tance,^we  collected  $14.50  among  the 
brothers.  Brother  J.  B.  Gelsler's  wife 
was  also  very  111  and  he  could  not  at- 
tend the  meeting.  He  did  not  want  any 
assistance,  but  the  good  brothers  made 
up  a  purse  of  $4.45,  which  goes  to  show 
that  there  is  something  in  united  broth- 
erhood. I  am  glad  to  see  it,  for  where 
there  is  union  there  is  strength.    There 


are  a  few  non-union  men  working  in 
each  gang.  I  think  if  they  work  long 
they  will  join.  I  hope  so,  at  least,  for 
all  Maintenance  of  Way  Employes  should 
be  united  together  in  one  mass  or  broth- 
erhood. 

Brother  A.  B.  Lowe,  our  Grand  Presi- 
dent, and  Brother  S.  J.  Pegg,  our  Grand 
Secretary-Treasurer,  will  meet  with  us  on 
the  night  of  December  16.  We  would  be 
glad  to  have  every  employe,  both  iinion 
and  non-union,  present  to  hear  their  ad- 
dresses. 

We  have  Just  finished  putting  a  span 
of  iron  girders  at  Natural  Tunnel,  one 
of  the  most  wonderful  works  of  nature 
in  the  whole  State  of  Virginia.  A  natu- 
ral tunnel  365  feet  high,  a  perpendlculai 
arch  of  solid  stone.  It  is  certainly  a 
work  of  nature  through  which  fiow  the 
beautiful  waters  of  Stock  Creek.  It 
winds  its  way  to  the  beautiful  Clinch 
river.  I  have  seen  J.  R.  P.  Roach  (in  his 
day,  the  great  cllfP  climber,  who  was  a 
bridgeman  here)  make  his  ascension 
from  the  surface  below  to  the  top  of 
the  arch  on  a  rope.  I  have  also  seen 
Walter  Geckner  and  Robert  Harrison^ 
make  their  descent  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom  and  stop  to  paint  their  names 
on  the  arch.  Mrs.  J.  G.  Haun,  our  su- 
pervisor's wife,  of  B.  ft  B.,  came  out 
with  Mr.  Haun  to  see  us  set  the  gird- 
ers, but  it  was  a  very  disagreeable  day 
for  her,  as  it  was  raining. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  Brother  B.  C.  Bur- 
nett was  injured  today  by  a  wrench  and 
an  auger  falling  about  36  or  40  feet  and 
striking  him  on  the  head.  However,  he 
is  not  seriously  hurt. 

I  think  I  will  close  for  this  time. 
Tours    in   B.,    L.    and   U., 

JOUBNAL    AgKNT. 

•  o» 
Richland  Lodge  No.  388. 

Now,  dear  readers,  it  is  almost  time 
for  us  to  begin  to  arrange  to  hang  up 
our  socks — that  is,  all  of  you  who  have 
any  socks  to  hang  up. 

Now,  as  a  matter  of  business,  it  should 
be  a  pleasure  to  us  to  make  things  ap- 
pear  bright  all   around    foirnhfujoyous 
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days  of  Christmas,  and  one  way  to  do 
this  is,  first,  get  a  new  card  for  1912 
and  wear  a  bright  smile.  Don't  be  back- 
ward about  it  Just  walk  right  up  and 
show  the  dear  wife,  mother,  sweetheart, 
sister,  daughter  or  anyone,  that  you  are 
a  "true  blue,  willing  to  work"  kind  of 
man.  Show  the  world,  your  boss  and  the 
scab,  that  you  are  one  of  the  elect  and 
a  well  wisher  for  your  wife  and  chil- 
dren. Make  it  appear  that  you  give  old 
self  a  thought  sometimes,  and  especially 
at  meal  times.  Now,  when  I  say  wife 
and  children,  do  not  think  that  I  mean 
every  one  of  you  have  children  or  even 
a  wife,  and  from  present  outlook  and 
from  some  things  which  I  come  in  daily 
contact  with,  I  will  almost  bet  a  five- 
cent  piece  that  there  is  not  one  girl  out 
of  ten  who  would  have  an  old  bacheloi 
like  I  and  S.  Oh,  look  out!  I  almost 
told  something  then!  But,  Just  wait  s 
moment  and  let  me  brush  around  my  owo 
door  first— but,  gee!  Look  at  the  dust! 
Oh,  mamma!  buy  me  one.  What,  honey? 
Just  one  working  card,  for  they  are  so 
much  help  in  case  of  need  and  yet  they 
are  real  cheap.  Just  ask  the  owner  of 
one  for  your  information,  also  get  an 
application  blank,  if  you  are  not  a  broth- 
er, or  even  if  you  are  and  know  a  non 
man,  just  pass  it  along,  "and  cast  thy 
bread  upon  the  waters,  for  thou  shalt 
find  it  after  many  days."  (Bccl.,  11:1.) 
Now,  I  do  not  at  all  intend  to  convert 
this  into  a  Bible  class,  but  a  little  reli- 
gion will  not  do  us  any  harm.  We  have 
a  member  who  does  not  come  to  our 
meetings  on  account  of  his  religion  and 
we  have  others  who  stay  away  because 
they  have  no  religion.  But,  to  stop  Jok- 
ing for  a  while  and  talk  of  some  plain 
facts— today  was  our  meeting  and  in  all 
earnestness,  I  surely  did  enjoy  being  out 
there  with  the  boys  and  to  make  it  more 
pleasant  for  us,  we  had  Brother  Sutton 
from  Savannah  Lodge,  and  let  me  say 
here  he  is  a  man  who  is  "true-blue-get- 
out-and-do-the-hustling-stunt"  when  there 
is  work  for  self  and  fellow-man.  So. 
Brother  Sutton,  TOU  ARE  WELCOME. 
I  think  we  did  a  nice  day's  work  at  our 
meeting.  We  elected  officers  and  all  places 


were  filled  with  good  men,  but  I  must 
say  the  Journal  agent  is,  I  think,  as  near 
to  nothing  as  anything  they  could  pick 
up  on  the  road.  However,  it  may  be  they 
are  trying  to  make  something  out  of  me, 
so  if  that  is  the  case,  thanks  to  yon  all 
I  want  to  impress  it  on  every  brotlier's 
mind  that  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  fall  in 
line  an^  work  out  our  own  terms  with 
the  road  and  then  we  want  our  little  bit 
added  to  what  we  have,  so  let  all  of  us 
try  and  get  right  with  our  grand  Order. 
Work  and  win,  rule  or  ruin,  but  be  sore 
to  stay  on  the  safe  side  with  the  card. 

Now,  as  you  are  no  doubt  tired  <A 
this  foolishness,  I  will  ring  olf  and  try 
the  hay  a  while.  I  would  be  glad  if 
we  could  get  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  at 
our  lodge,  so  I  will  propose  to  Brother 
Wills  that  he  get  one  started  or  s<Hse 
other  good  brother  who  has  a  lady,  so 
good-night,  dear  readers,  and  remonber 
the  card.  W.  O.  Wilsok, 

Journal  Agent 


.-»o^ 


N.  Battleford  (Sask.)  Lodge  485. 

We  held  our  regular  meeting  on  Octo- 
ber 28th  and'^'complied  faithfully  with 
Section  1,  Article  18,  of  our  Constitu- 
tion, namely,  the  important  business  of 
the  election  of  the  officers  for  the  com- 
ing year.  The  officers  to  the  front  are 
as  follows: 

Brother   Atchison,    Waseca,    President 

L.  O'Connor,  Vermilion,  Alta.,  Vice- 
President 

M.  Bamett,  N.  Battleford,  Secretary. 

Brother  Atchison  is  also  our  local 
Chairman.  As  these  brothers  held  office 
it  was  unlike  the  late  election  and  no 
change  was  desired.  We  are  indebted  to 
them  for  the  satisfactory  manner  In 
which  they  have  carried  on  our  business 
and  I  believe  they  will  continue  to  do 
so.  Much  depends  on  having  a  good  man 
to  fill  this  position,  but  every  man  adds 
strength  or  weakness  to  our  Union.  The 
latter  is  very  scarce.  However,  I  be- 
lieve every  man  is  convinced  of  the  good 
in  our  Order.  By  referring  to  conditions 
of  a  few  years  ago,  th^  most  stubbon 
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even  will  be  conylnced  of  the  advantages 
it  has  gained  for  us. 

The    meeting  was   well   attended   and 
our  lodge  was  strengthened  hy  about  a 
dozen  more  brothers  Joining.    There  are 
still   a  number  who  intend  Joining  next 
meeting.    A  committee  was  appointed  to 
audit    the   books,    and   the   question    of 
forming  a  Ladies'  Auxiliary     was     dis- 
cussed, also  steps  taken  for  same.    There 
was  a  sum.  of  $200.00  to  be  4isposed  of 
for  the  help  of  the  widow  of  our  late 
Brother  Swanson.  This  is  one  part  of  the 
business  that  was  transacted,  but  those 
who   want  to  know  more  should  attend 
the   meetings.     There     are     still     some 
brothers  who  never   attend,     and     also 
some    who  formerly   came,   but  who   of 
late,  have  fallen  qtt.    What  is  the  mat- 
ter?    I  think  it  is  up  to  every  man  to 
attend  the  meetings  when  he  can.  What 
are  you  doing,  Edmonton  Lodge?     Ton 
are  our  next-door  neighbor;     and     you, 
also,    Humboldt?     I   see  down  at  Glad- 
stone they  are  getting  motor  cars,  but 
the  cars  did  not  get  this  far  yet    Hop- 
ing to  hear  from  all  our  lodges,  I  will 
close  and  make  room  for  them. 
Tours  in  B.  L.  ft  U., 

JouBNAL  Agent. 
»o» 

Benito,  Manitoba  (Box  17). 

A  meeting  was  called  for  November  3, 
to  be  held  at  Swan  River,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  a  lodge.     The  members 
of  the  I.  B.  M,  W.  B.  between  Cowan 
and  Hudson  Bay  Junction,  also  between 
Swan    River    and    Prlestville,    were    re- 
quested to  be  present.     I  was  surprised 
to  see  how  few  turned  out,  as  the  mem- 
bers between  the  points  named  have  been 
continually    asking    for   a    lodge   to    be 
formed.     However,  those  who  did  turn 
out  proved  to  be  very  much  in  earnest 
Our  General  Chairman,  Brother  Fljozdal, 
was  present,  and  so  was  Brother  George 
Keays,  well  known  to  most  members  of 
this  division  as  a  fellow-worker  in  the 
-    past    After  a  little  delay  in  securing  a 
kail,  we  opened  up  and  organized  a  lodge 
to  be  called  Swan  Valley  Lodge.     The 
oiBoerB  are  as  follows: 


T.  Bradt,  Swan  River,  Pres. 

J.  W.  Bell,  Bowsman  River,  V.-Pres. 

S.  Johnson,  KenvlUe,  Past  Pres. 

H.  Mortimer,  Swan  River,  Sec'y-Treas. 

B.  Skaife,  Benito,  Journal  Agent 

P.  Sebastiano,  Pelly,  Chaplain. 

J.  Hill,  Swan  River.  Conductor. 

M.  Scalazook,  Swan  River,  Warden. 

N.  Kologie,  Cowan,  Inner  Sentinel. 

H.  Osborne,  Minltonas,  Outer  Sentinel. 

The  Grievance  Committee  consists  of 
Brothers  Bradt,  Bell  and  Germain,  who 
are  also  the  Bxecutive. 

We  had  a  very  good  speech  from 
Brother  Fljozdal,  in  which  he  told  us  a 
lot  of  truths  about  the  Union  which  most 
of  us  did  not  know.  He  also  spoke  of 
the  early  days  before  this  road  was  or- 
ganized, when  section  laborers  got  $1.25 
per  day  and  foremen  $40.00  per  month 
and  had  the  privilege  of  working  over- 
time for  nothing.  I  remember  that  time 
myself  and  how  grateful  we  felt  when 
our  wages  were  raised  to  $1.40  per  day. 
That  was  the  first  indirect  infiuence  of 
the  Union  on  this  line.  I  think  we  have 
a  good  set  of  officers  who  will  strive  to 
do  their  duty,  but,  remember,  they  must 
not  be  left  to  do  it  alone.  It  is  up  to  all 
the  brothers  to  do  their  best,  and  then 
our  lodge  will  certainly  do  some  good. 
Our  meeting  night  is  the  fourth  Thurs- 
day in  every  month.  There  will  not  be 
another  meeting  in  November,  as  we  will 
not  have  our  stationery,  etc.  In  time; 
so,  boys,  remember  the  fourth  Thursday 
in  December  is  lodge  night  at  Swan 
River,  Hemlngs  Hall,  at  8  o'clock.  Re- 
member the  date,  December  28th,  and  all 
turn  out.      Yours  in  B.  L.  A  U., 

Bebt  Skaife. 


-•K>^ 


Dalmeny,  Sask. 

£f  space  will  permit,  please  allow  me 
to  say  a  few  words  about  Humboldt 
Lodge  350. 

Our  last  meeting  was  on  October  28th, 
and  I  can  assure  you,  brothers,  we  had 
a  good  meeting.  Owing  to  the  company 
extending  from  Kamsack  to  Humboldt  to 
the  third  district,  we  shall  be  losing  a 
large  percentage  of  the  good,  loyal  broth- 
ers from  the  Bast    Humboldt  Lodge  will 
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extend  from  Humboldt  to  North  Battle- 
ford  and  branches. 

A  farewell  banquet  was  given  October 
28th,  and  was  well  attended  by  the  broth- 
ers and  sisters.  General  Chairman  Bra 
F.  H.  FUozdal  was  present  and  rendered 
some  valuable  assistance.  The  music 
commenced  after  supper  and  was  lively 
unUl  24  k. 

Brothers  west  of  Langham,  try  and 
come  to  the  next  meeting  we  expect  to 
hold  In  Langham  in  January.  The  broth- 
ers east  of  Langham  will  be  glad  to  meet 
you  all. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  coming 
year  are  as  follows: 

J.  H.  Dohrmann,  President 

T.J. Tolley,  Past  President. 

D.  Blackburn,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

W.  O.Radkey,  Chaplin. 

P.  McBwan,  Conductor. 

C.  Sunderson,  Warden. 

J.Starr,  Inner  Sentinel. 

D.Carter,  Outer  Sentinel. 

C.  Leachman,  Journal  Agent 

Executive  Committee— T.  J.  Tolley, 
Chairman;  P.  McEwan  and  C.  Leachman. 

Wishing  you  all  success, 

Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

C.    Leachman. 
^<y 

Roxboro,  N.  C. 

Dear  Readers: 

I  will  try  again  to  write  a  few  lines 
to  the  Advocate,  as  I  find  great  pleas- 
ure in  so  doing. 

We  are  having  some  pretty  cold  weath- 
er now  and  lots  of  rain.  The  foremen's 
inspection  took  place  the  12th  of  Octo- 
ber. They  went  to  Petersburg  this  year. 
The  railroad  company  gave  them  three 
prizes — the  first  one  was  $30.00,  the  sec- 
ond $20.00  and  the  third  $10.00.  My  fa- 
ther did  not  have  the  good  luck  to  get 
any  of  the  prizes. 

The  foremen  on  this  division  receive 
$64.00  per  month  and  the  laborers  get  15 
cents  per  hour.  I  do  not  see  why  some 
of  the  non-members  say  there  is  nothing 
In  organization,  for  they  ought  to  know 
it  is  the  only  thing  they  can  depend  on 
while  they  are  living  and  to  leave  some- 


thing for  their  families  afterwards,  but 
my  father  says  they  will  see  into  it  some- 
time in  the  future. 

I  guess  I  will  bring  my  letter  to  a  doet 
now,  hoping  to  read  more  interesting 
ones  than  mine. 

Mr.  Editor,  please  line  this  up  the  best 
you  can,  and  I  will  try  to  do  better  next 
time. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  Brotherhood 
and  all  readers,  I  remain. 

Fraternally  yours, 

H0WAU>    SWABTZ. 


-MD-^ 


Richmond,  Ind. 

As  I  have  been  elected  Journal  Agent 
for  the  second  term,  I  thought  it  time  for 
me  to  write  a  letter  to  the  dear  old  An- 
TodATE,  so  other  organizations  can  see 
what  we  are  doing. 

We  held  our  election  October  22nd« 
and  elected  all  the  officers  of  our  craft 
for  the  coming  year.  EJverybody  seemed 
to  be  very  well  pleased.  We  have  over 
150  members  and  our  lodge  is  still  grow- 
ing. We  are  taking  in  new  members  ev- 
ery meeting.  As  a  general  rule,  our 
meetings  are  well  attended*  and  we  are 
looking  to  the  future  for  something  bet- 
ter in  the  way  of  Increases  in  wages, 
which  will  come  sooner  or  later,  because 
the  low  wages  given  are  not  sufficient 
Id  view  of  the  high  prices  being  paid,  for 
all  the  necessities.  It  seems  wages  are 
at  a  standstill  while  prices  are  increas- 
ing. It  has  come  to  the  point  where  the 
wage-earner  can  hardly  exist  on  the  pres- 
ent scale  paid.  The  laboring  classes  are 
beginning  to  realize  something  will  have 
to  be  done  to  protect  their  welfare.  Or- 
ganization, no  doubt,  is  the  proper  step 
towards  bettering  our  condition,  and  we 
are  willing  to  risk  it  and  try  our  luck. 

I  see  a  letter  from  Bristol,  Va.  and 
Tenn.,  from  my  old  State  where  I  wis 
raised  near  Gates  City,  Scott  County,  Va. 
I  note  from  this  letter  there  has  been 
an  organization  formed  on  the  Virginia 
&  Southwestern  Railway.  Hurrah  for 
the  good  work  they  have  started.  Be  a 
hero  in  the  strife!  We  will  win  in  the 
end!     But  do  not  expect  to  get  eveiT- 
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thing  yon  want  at  once,  for  it  takes  time 
and  trouble  to  accomplish  anything. 

I  know  what  you  Virginians  mean 
when  you  undertake  a  thing,  for  I  am 
a  full-blooded  Virginian  myself  and  know 
when  we  undertake  anything,  we  mean  it 

I  was  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue 
when  your  road  was  built  Its  former 
name  was  S.  A.  &  O.,  but  now  V.  &  S.  W. 
I  did  a  great  deal  of  business  for  the  S. 
A.  &  O,,  such  as  transferring  lands  that 
the  railroad  had  purchased,  also  issuing 
licenses  to  do  business  in  Scott  County, 
Va.  I  served  four  years  a^  County  Of- 
ficer. I  can  say  for  the  former  railway 
company  that  they  certainly  treated  me 
as  well  as  any  man  could  expect. "  I  have 
always  found  that  the  railroads  will,  as 
a  general  rule,  meet  the  employes  half- 
way. 

I  will  quit  for  this  time,  and  if 
any  of  you  Virginia  boys  ever  go  to 
Richmond,  Ind.,  call  at  702  South  Sixth 
street  and  you  will  find  the  writer,  Isaac 
F.  Taylor,  now  Journal  Agent  and  em- 
ployed by  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Rail- 
way Company. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

Journal  Agent. 

-         •o^ 

Garrett,   HI. 

We  have  not  been  organized  very  long 
and  I  have  not  heard  from  any  of  the 
boys  on  the  Springfield  Division  of  the 
C.   H.  &  D.  Railway. 

So  by  permission  of  the  Editor  of  the 
g:ood  old  Advocate,  I  will  endeavor  to 
write  a  few  lines,  but  am  afraid  they 
will  find  their  way  into  the  waste  basket. 
However,  I  hope  not 

"Well,  brothers,  all  of  the  foremen  with 
the  exception  of  two,  and  most  of  the 
men  between  Springfield  and  Indianapo- 
lis belong  to  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.,  and  they 
are  all  as  proud  a  lot  of  fellows  as  you 
will  find  anywhere.  Our  committee  got 
a  good  working  schedule  and  it  was 
agreed  to  settle  the  rate  of  wages  by  ar- 
bitration, the  arbitrators  to  be  Mr.  P.  H 
Morrissey,  President  of  the  Railway  Em- 
ployes and  Inv.  Ass'n.,  chosen  to  repre- 
sent  the  employes,  and  Mr.  Alfred,  Qen- 


eral  Superintendent  of  the  C.  H.  &  D., 
to  represent  the  company.  These  two 
men  to  pick  the  third.  We  think  there 
is  something  better  in  store  for  us  in  the 
way  of  an  increase  in  wages,  as  Mr.  Mor- 
rissey is  a  first-class  business  man  and 
will  look  after  our  welfare  in  a  business- 
like manner.  We  will  be  satisfied  with 
whatever  he  may  do  in  our  behalf,  for 
we  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  him. 
He  has  assured  us  that  whatever  the 
Board  of  Arbitrators  agree  to,  will  take 
effect  October  1,  1911,  and  we  should  not 
feel  we  were  losing  anything  if  things 
did  look  a  little  slow,  adding  to  be  of 
good  cheer,  for  we  are  sure  to  win. 

Brothers,  I  am  of  the  same  opinion  as 
Mr.  Morrissey.  If  we  will  all  pull  as 
one  man  and  stand  firmly  by  the  grand 
old  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.,  there  is  nothing  to 
keep  us  from  getting  a  nice  increase  in 
wages,  for  the  Good  Book  says,  "Ask 
and  you  shall  receive.''  As  we  have 
asked  in  a  legal  way,  we  are  sure  to  ride 
tc  victory  and  also  avoid  a  settlement  by 
one  of  those  cruel  strikes,  wherein  the 
one  having  the  greater  brute  force  is 
the  one  who  gains  and  wears  the  spurs. 

Brothers,  we  must  stay  in  the  best  of 
line  and  have  no  rotten  timbers  or  soft 
places  in  our  road  of  fraternity.  We 
must  be  well  drained  of  all  ill-will  to- 
wards the  officials  and  have  our  Order 
so  ballasted  with  love  towards  all  men 
and  tied  with  the  goodwill  of  our  broth- 
ers, and  laid  with  the  rails  of  fraternal 
blessings  that  if  we  are  then  spiked  with 
good  faith  in  our  officials  and  lined  up  to 
a  man  (no  nons  in  our  ranks)  we  will, 
with  this  material,  have  a  sure  road  to 
prosperity,  without  any  curves  or  turn- 
outs to  lead  us  from  victory.  We  may 
have  a  few  low  joints  in  our  road,  but  if 
that  should  be  the  case,  let  us  pick  them 
up  and  show  them  how  much  nicer  it 
would  be  to  stay  in  good  surface  of  honor 
and  not  wallow  in  the  mud  of  disgrace 
by  being  a  non.  Because  men  do  not  be- 
long to  the  Brotherhood,  we  should  not 
be  spiteful  towards  them,  but  do  our  best 
to  have  them  Join  voluntarily  the  work- 
ers on  our  road  to  glory,  and  provide  for 
our  loved  ones,  such  as  mothers,  sisters, 
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wlYes  and  babies.  OonTlnce  a  man  he 
is  in  the  wrong  and  show  him  how  nice 
it  would  be  if  he  would  Join  in  helping 
U8  in  this  grand  and  noble  cause,  and 
how  much  better  it  would  be  for  him  to 
be  able  to  glre  his  fellow  workmen  the 
glad  hand  of  friendship  and  hare  them 
feel  more  fraternally  towards  him. 

Now,  brothers,  let  us  get  our  shoulders 
to  the  wheel  as  one  man  and  help  the  of- 
ficials of  Hume  Lodge  No.  46,  for  we 
have  a  first-class  set  of  officials.  They 
all  have  their  shoulders  to  the  heariest 
part  of  the  wheel  and  they  are  going  to 
roll  us  out  of  the  old  rut  of  low  wages. 
Brothers,  we  must  all  lift  with  them,  as 
we  hare  nerer  done  before,  and  then  I 
think  we  will  be  yictorious  and  will  wear 
the  spurs  if  we  stand  loyal  to  the  good 
old  cause.  Fraternally  yours, 

U.  G.  Thompson. 

»o^ 

Dorothy,  W.  Va. 

If  the  Editor  will  be  kind  enough  to 
grant  me  a  small  space  in  the  Adyooatb 
I  will  for  the  first  time  endeavor  to  say 
a  few  words. 

I  am  a  section  hand  on  the  Coal  River 
Extension  of  the  C.  &  O.  Railway.  I 
have  been  employed  by  this  company 
for  two  years  and  belong  to  Kanawha 
Lodge  No.  111.  I  have  been  a  member 
for  three  months.  I  like  to  read  the* 
many  nice  letters  from  the  boys  and 
girls,  but  am  very  sorry  I  saw  only  one 
from  this  lodge.  I  think  it  is  time  th6 
members  were  getting  a  hustle  on  them- 
selves and  try  to  help  us  in  the  good 
work.  If  the  section  men  would  come 
together  and  form  a  strong  union,  they 
would  soon  be  getting  better  wages. 

I  do  not  want  to  use  too  much  of  your 
valuable  space  with  my  letter,  as  there 
are  so  many  more  interesting  writers  to 
hear  from. 

I  would  like  to  exchange  postal  cards 
with  some  of  the  boys  and  girls  who  are 
readers  of  the  AovodATE. 

With  best  wishes  and  good  luck  to  the 
Brotherhood,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

R.    D.    VAinUEB3P00L. 


Summerfield,  N.  C. 

I  was  appointed  Journal  Agent  at  our 
last  meeting  in  Greensboro  a  mcmth  ago. 
but  think  any  one  else  could  have  filled 
the  position  better.  I  never  could  write 
or  compose  a  letter  for  publication.  How- 
ever, I  will  try  and  do  the  best  I  can. 
and  with  the  Editor's  help  can  probably 
make  it  readable. 

I  have  been  a  Brotherhood  man  foiL 
about  fifteen  years,  and  do  not  think 
there  is  an  order  as  good  as  it,  and  none 
of  so  much  help  to  the  working  class  of 
people.  I  do  not  see  how  anyone  woA- 
ing  on  a  railroad  could  be  satisfied  if 
he  were  not  a  Brotherhood  man.  I  would 
be  ashamed  to  let  other  men  work  to  get 
better  wages  and  then  come  in  and  share 
the  benefits  with  the  Brotherhood  mes 
when  I  had  paid  out  no  dues  to  better 
the  conditions.  Surely  such  a  man  has 
no  conscience.  Let  me  tell  you,  Mr.  Kon 
^nd  Mr.  Backslider,  now  is  the  time  for 
you  to  come  in  and  help  to  do  something. 
Help  us  to  stick  together,  for  if  our 
chain  gets  weak,  it  is  sure  to  break. 
Place  yourself  in  good  standing  as  quick- 
ly as  possible,  for  you  are  paving  the 
way  for  a  lower  wage  scale;  then  yoar 
check  would  be  small  and  you  would 
whine  and  grumble  about  hard  times, 
and  at  the  same  time  you  are  not  turning 
your  hand  over  for  better  times  or  more 
pay.  Any  man  who  has  not  sense  enough 
to  help  himself  and  famUy  is  surely  one 
of  this  class. 

Now,  boys,  those  of  you  who  are  hdd- 
ing  back,  walk  up  to  the  front  and  help 
to  do  something!  Put  your  shoulders  to 
the  wheel  and  help  push  her  along!  Do 
not  be  hanging  back  or  pulling  against 
us!  We  need  you,  for  we  have  to  be  as 
strong  as  we  possibly  can  to  accomplish 
any  good. 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to 
our  officials.  We  have  a  very  good  set 
of  officials  to  work  for.  They  seem  to 
sympathize  with  us,  and  when  a  man 
does  his  duty  he  has  no  trouble  getting 
along  with  them.  The  Brotherhood  Is  a 
grand  thing  and  makes  a  man  feel  like 
a  man  Just  to  belong<4o  it,  and  iHien  he 
OOQie 
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has  Joined  he  wants  to  do  something* 
that  is  if  he  is  interested  in  his  own  and 
other  people's  welfare. 

It  makes  me  tired  to  see  men  who  will 
not  try  to  help  themselves  or  anyone 
else.  They  will  not  see  how  much  better 
our  conditions  are  than  a  few  years  ago. 
If  they  would  open  their  eyes  and  see 
what  Is  going  on  around  them,  they 
would  come  in  and  lend  a  helping  hand, 
and  when  we  send  our  committee  be- 
fore the  management  there  would  be  no 
room  for  doubt»  and  we  would  get  Just 
what  we  ask  for,  if  it  is  within  reason. 

Our  Greensboro  Lodge  is  still  growing, 
and  we  keep  getting  strong  in  member- 
ship, and  hope  to  do  some  good  work  in- 
side of  a  few  months.  Do  not  be  down- 
hearted, brothers,  for  a  bright  light  is 
shining  ahead  of  us»  and  there  is  sure 
to  be  success  Just  around  the  comer. 
Push  ahead,  boys,  and  keep  a  cheerful 
front*  for  the  word  "FAIL"  is  not  in  our 
line  of  business,  and  we  are  sure  to  win 
if  we  try. 

I  hope  the  Editor  will  line  this  up  for 
me  and  correct  all  mistakes. 
Tours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

B.  Z.  Btbd, 
Journal  Agent 
•  o« 

EngUsh,  lU. 

I  received  my  ADVocfATE  November 
10th,  have  been  reading  the  letters  from 
the  difPerent  parts  of  the  country  and 
feel  it  is  now  my  place  to  write  a  few 
lines  to  the  JoumaL 

I  am  a  section  foreman  on  the  St 
Louis,  Nashville  &  Danville  Southern. 
My  section  is  at  English,  Ind.  I  have 
five  and  a  half  miles  of  track  to  look 
after.  There  is  not  one  straight  mile 
of  track  on  the  whole  section;  it  is  all 
curves;  but  I  have  it  now  in  fairly  good 
shape  for  the  winter. 

I  am  the  Local  Chairman  on  this  road 
and  on  December  llth  we  are  going  to 
meet  at  Charlotte  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting up  a  contract  to  submit  to  the  man- 
agement Now,  boys,  we  want  to  get  our 
shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  keep  this  go- 
Ing.    It  is  the  only  thing  that  ever  struck 


this  road  that  the  laborers  had  a  voice 
in.  I  want  to  say,  brothers,  keep  your 
dues  paid  up  and  let  us  all  be  organizers. 
We.  don't  have  to  spend  our  money,  al- 
though I  have  spent  both  time  and  money 
to  better  the  conditions  of  our  craft,  but 
I  never  asked  or  expect  to  be  repaid  for 
it 

Now,  brothers  on  this  road,  I  would 
like  to  see  you  wake  up,  get  busy  and 
talk  to  the  men  who  do  not  belong  to 
our  order.  Tell  them  we  can  gain  the 
day  if  we  can  get  more  to  Join  us  and 
keep  our  dues  paid  up.  When  we  are 
well  organized  and  get  men  who  will  Join 
hands  and  stand  up  for  their  rights,  we 
will  then  accomplish  our  purpose.  God 
knows  if  there  ever  was  a  set  of  men 
who  needed  increases  in  wages,  it  is  the 
trackmen  and  section  men,  for  if  any- 
thing goes  wrong  the  section  man  is 
obliged  to  go  to  the  front  and  stand  all 
the  hardships.  So,  boys,  give  us  a  help- 
ing hand  and  we  will  help  you. 

Well,  I  will  close  this  time,  hoping  to 
see  this  in  print  in  the  next  issue  of  the 
Advooatb. 

I  remain. 

Tours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

Leonabo  Summsbs. 
»<>• 

Fairfield,  lU. 

We  had  a  nice  little  meeting  in  Octo- 
ber, with  six  added  to  our  lodge.  We 
are  obliged  to  have  a  called  meeting  for 
November  5th  to  finish  up  the  business 
for  the  coming  year.  Boys,  let  us  all 
turn  out  and  attend.  It  will  be  good  for 
us  to  get  busy  together  if  we  want  to 
accomplish  anything.  Let  us  get  busy, 
as  it  will  soon  be  time  for  our  delegates 
to  go  to  Washington,  and  we  want  to 
know  what  they  are  going  for.  Our 
Brotherhood  is  Just  what  we  make  it 
and  it  will  go  down  in  a  hurry  if  we 
do  not  do  our  duty,  and  there  is  no  rea- 
son why  we  cannot  attend  our  meetings 
once  a  month. 

I  hope  to  see  the  entire  Southern  solid 
union  men  by  the  first  of  February,  1912. 
It  is  so  much  nicer  to  belong  to  the  union 
than  to  Btand  back^w^d^^<3^^^U!  It 
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does  not  amount  to  anything,  only  to 
cause  strikes  and  troubles!"  My  dear 
friends,  that  is  a  sad  mistake.  We  want 
nothing  but  what  is  right  Our  motto  is 
to  avoid  strikes  and  trouble  If  we  are 
able  to  do  so.  My  good  friends,  suppose 
you  get  fired  and  you  are  a  non-union 
man,  what  can  you  do?  Did  you  ever 
think  of  that?  Who  will  help  you  out 
of  your  trouble?  Stop  and  think  a  mo- 
ment and  you  will  see  where  you  are. 

Well,  it  is  getting  about  time  to  go  to 
work,  and  I  will  quit  for  the  present, 
hoping  to  see  a  large  attendance  at  our 
next  meeting,  and  with  best  wishes  to 
all  in  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  B. 

Abthub  Meeks, 
Journal  Agent 
•^y 

Celina,  O. 

I  am  a  little  boy,  eleven  years  old.  I 
am  in  the  sixth  grade.  My  father  is  a 
section  hand  on  the  C,  H.  &  D.  railroad. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood  and 
likes  it  very  much.  I  think  it  would  be 
very  nice  if  the  company  would  increase 
the  wages  of  the  men. 

This    is   the   first   letter   I   have   ever 
written  for  the  Advocate.    Wm.  Goudt. 
•  o« 

Grady,  Ark. 

Well,  here  I  come  again  with  a  short 
letter  to  the  dear  old  Advocate.  I  hope 
the  editor  will  raise  the  low  Joints  and 
line  the  kinks. 

I  have  just  been  reading  the  Advocate, 
and  it  makes  me  think  that  there  is  one 
thing  I  want  to  say  to  the  boys  on  the 
Arkansas  Division  of  the  Missouri  Paci- 
fic Boys,  look  ahead!  We  have  to  keep 
pushing  and  trying  to  induce  the  com- 
pany to  replace  the  negro  foremen  by 
white  men.  I  don't  think  the  officials 
appreciate  us  as  much  in  a  mixed  gang 
aa  if  we  were  all  white.  If  they  do  not 
care  to  do  this,  let  them  have  all  the 
colored  workmen  together.  We  must  hit 
on  some  plan  that  will  change  conditions 
for  us.  There  is  no  use  saying  we  can't 
do  anything.  "Where  there's  a  will, 
there's  a  way."    We  do  not  know  what 


we  can  do  until  we  try.  I  know  I  will 
do  all  I  can  to  further  our  interests. 
Some  say  this  road  cannot  be  orgaz^ 
ized,  but  that  is  a  mistake.  If  we  could 
only  get  rid  of  the  negro  and  have  white 
foremen,  we  could  have  as  strong  a 
Brotherhood  as  any  other  road.  Now, 
brothers,  let  us  keep  pushing  Just  tor 
once  on  the  Arkansas  Division  and  let 
our  light  so  shine  that  others  seeing  It 
will  get  up  steam  and  try  to  do  better. 
Wishing  the  Brotherhood  much  sue- 
cess,  J.  H.  McV. 
*<y 


West  Hamlin,  W.  Va. 

I  have  -been  a  silent  reader  of  the  dear 
old  Advocate  for  nine  years,  working  for 
the  C.  ft  O.  on  the  Guyandotte  Valley 
Branch,  as  section  foreman;  working  as 
laborer  two  years  and  foreman  seveB 
years,  making  nine  years  in  alL 

I  hate  to,  but  I  must  say  that  in  all 
of  the  nine  years  I  have  not  seen  one  line  | 
In  the  Advocate  from  this  branch.  We 
have  71  miles  of  track  on  this  brandt 
and  twelve  sections.  Does  it  not  look 
as  if  it  were  time  for  us  to  wake  up 
and  let  the  boys  on  the  main  line  know 
there  are  some  Brotherhood  men  up 
here? 

I  see  in  the  November  Advocate  a  let- 
ter from  Brother  O.  R.  May,  asking  what 
had  become  of  the  section  men  on  the 
G.  V.  Branch.  He  said  he  was  at  lodge 
last  meeting  night  and  did  not  see  a 
mug  from  the  G.  V.  Branch.  I  must  say 
that  the  shoe  fits  me,  so  I  will  keep  it 
on  and  wear  it  to  lodge  next  meeting 
night  I  suppose  the  reason  I  have  seen 
nothing  in  the  Advocate  from  this 
branch  is  that  everyone  is  like  myself— 
being  neglectful  and  falling  to  write.  Not 
exactly  like  myself,  for  in  all  the  nine 
years  I  have  had  an  up-to-date  working 
card  and  intend  to  carry  one  as  long  as  1 
keep  my  mind. 

-Now,  brothers,  let  us  not  forget  our 
obligations  and  duty  to  our  Union.  Re- 
member there  is  work  for  each  and  every 
one  of  us  to  do,  so  let's  get  busy  and  do 
it    It  is  to  (^ur^ln^t^r^^and  the  qnic^Ler        1 
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we  do  ity  the  better  it  will  be  for  us  and 
oar  families. 

Now,  brother  foremen,  just  stop  and 
think  of  the  responsibilities  you  have 
on  yoar  shoulders  and  the  wages  you  are 
getting,  then  think  of  your  families  and 
this  is  where  the  question  comes  in: 
Can  you  figure  out  how  you  can  give 
them  the  comforts  of  life  that  pther 
classes  of  working  men  get,  such  as  engi- 
neers, conductors,  firemen  and  brake- 
men?  Can  you  feed  clothe  and  school 
them  as  tJiey  do?  I  say,  "No,  you  can 
not."  Whose  fault  is  it?  Is  it  the  com- 
pany's? I  say,  **No,  it  is  yours,"  for  as 
long  as  we  are  willing  to  work  for  poor 
wages,  just  so  long  will  we  have  to  do  it 
Brothers,  we  have  some  weak  spots  on 
the  branch.  Let  us  look  after  them  and 
get  every  man  in  his  place,  and  then  we 
will  be  respected  as  other  classes  are. 

I  hope  every  man  on  the  G.  V.  will 
join  and  help  support  the  craft.  I  know 
of  some  who  will  not  join  at  present,  but 
I  believe  they  will  see  the  evil  of  their 
ways  before  long  and  will  join  us  in  our 
great  work,  for  "God  loveth  the  cheer- 
ful giver." 

Brothers,  we  are  looked  down  on  by 
the  company  we  work  for  and  by  out- 
siders. Why?  Because  we  will  not  stand 
up  for  our  rights.  Now,  let's  do  our 
work  and  do  it  well  and  serve  the  com- 
pany we  work  for  justly  and  honestly. 
Be  aver  ready  to  look  to  their  interests 
and  show  them  we  are  men  of  ability 
and  honor  and  not  afraid  to  do  our  duty, 
ever  ready  to  do  whatever  duty  is  re- 
quired by  the  company.  In  doing  this, 
we  shall  have  everything  coming  our 
way.    Tours  in  B.,  L.  and  U., 

S.   B.  ROUSET. 

•  o^ 


Glen  Park,  Ind. 

Dear  Brothers  of  Lodge  No.  598:  I 
will  not  be  with  you  at  our  next  meeting, 
November  19,  but  I  approve  of  all  that  is 
right  and  just  I  would  suggest  as  our 
time  at  the  meeting  is  too  short  to  do 
much  talking,  that  each  member  be  re- 
quested to  be  present  at  all  meetings, 
either  in  presence  or  by  letter.     If  by 


letter,  they  should  write  their  views  and 
desires  to  the  secretary  to  be  read  out 
at  the  meeting  and  thus  give  all  a  chance 
to  have  their  say.  If  we  want  things 
our  way,  we  must  say  how  we  want  them 
and  that  is  where  we  are  lame,  for  we 
have  not  enough  working  members.  I 
would  like  to  hear  the  views  of  others 
along  this  line.  I  know  there  are  some 
who  cannot  attend,  but  others  go  along 
as  nons,  members  only  in  name.  No  mat- 
ter what  is  said,  there  is  always  room 
for  improvement.  If  you  feel  you  cannot 
speak  before  a  meeting,  write  a  letter, 
eypressing  your  views,  and  it  will  be 
put  up  for  all  who  can  read  it  Some  one 
will  win  a  point  for  you,  I  am  for  and 
with  you  to  the  end!  A  letter  to  our 
dear  old  Advocate  would  strengthen  us! 
Try  it! 

The  pictures  of  our  Grand  ofQcers  and 
convention  are  fine.  They  seem  deter- 
mined to  help  us,  so  let  us  do  our  part 

Yours  in  B.,  L.  and  U., 
Wm.  Thompson. 
•  o^ 

Grady,  Ala. 

Dear  Editor:  As  I  have  been  reading 
the  Advocate  and  find  it  a  solid  book  of 
interesting  news  of  our  Brotherhood,  I 
would  like  to  put  in  a  few  lines. 

I  hold  a  position  as  section  master  on 
the  A.  C.  L.  Railroad,  and  think  our  Or- 
der is  the  finest  in  existence. 

Brother  Stokes  came  over  about  two 
months  ago,  and  I  think  he  carried  our 
dihtrict  solid.  Possibly  he  missed  "one," 
and  I  want  to  say  right  here  that  I  would 
like  to  know  how  this  one  feels?  I 
would  feel  mighty  little. 

I  have  been  with  this  company  two 
years  as  foreman  and  don't  think  there 
could  be  found  a  better  force  of  foremen 
anywhere.  I  was  Informed  a  few  days 
ago  that  this  district  is  now  In  better 
shape  than  it  ever  was.  Why?  Because 
we  have  a  body  of  good  foremen  and  a 
good  set  of  officials,  men  that  are  good 
railroad  men,  men  who  have  done  the 
best  of  railroading  and  those  men  want 
the  best  of  labor  and  are  going  to  have 
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the  best,  eren  if  they  hare  to  v^y  a  lit- 
tle more. 

Now,  brothers,  let  us  straighten  out. 
answer  every  call  and  show  the  company 
we  are  the  men  they  need.  Show  them 
that  we  can  do  it  and  will  do  it,  so  when 
we  go  up  for  a  contract,  they  will  say 
to  our  committee,  "What  do  you  want?" 
and  possibly  will  say,  "We  will  sign 
your  contract,  because  we  want  good 
men  and  not  any  other  kind."  Let  us 
live  like  brothers,  stick  together,  be 
truthful  to  each  other  and  when  you 
make  up  your  mind  to  do  ansrthing,  do  it 
Don't  be  like  some  of  the  foremen  on  the 
D.,  L.  ft  W.— tell  a  lie  and  fall  back  in 
the  rut  deeper  than  ever,  while  others 
are  straining  every  nerve  to  support  the 
committee.  Better  stay  a  non  to  begin 
with. 

If  I  see  this  in  print,  I  will  write  again. 
Good  luck  to  all!             B.  W.  Stevens. 
•  c^* 

Piirdy,  Va. 

Dear  Brother  Pegg  and  All  Members 
of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.:  I  will  try  to 
write  a  few  lines  for  the  December 
Advocate  and  acknowledge  receipt  of  the 
beautiful  photographs  you  sent  me  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  officers  and  delegates 
to  the  convention  at  Boston.  I  thank 
you  very  much  for  them,  as  they  are 
certainly  a  wonderful  reproduction  of  the 
photographer's  art.  I  was  not  one  of 
the  lucky  members  to  attend  the  con- 
vention, but  had  several  friends  who  did, 
and  my  wife  and  daughter,  also  myself, 
enjoy  picking  them  out  on  the  picture. 

Well,  I  will  give  you  a  little  sketch 
of  the  Virginia  Railway.  I  work  on  the 
Eastern  Division,  81  miles  from  Norfolk. 
I  have  six  and  a  half  miles  of  main  line 
and  one  mile  of  sidetrack  and  am  al- 
lowed five  men.  I  receive  $55  per  month 
and  pay  house  rent  out  of  that  The 
men  under  me  get  $1.10  per  day,  so  you 
see  we  need  to  be  thoroughly  organized 
here.  At  one  time:  I  think  we  were  90 
per  cent  Brotherhood  foremen,  but  I  am 
afraid  our  ifiembership  has  fallen  back 
somewhat 

Brothers,  rally  every  one  of  you  on  the 


Virginia  Railway,  and  let  us  get  in  line 
for  more  wages  and  have  other  griev- 
ances adjusted  for  1912.  We  need  Vice- 
President  W.  S.  Powell  with  us  again  to 
punch  up  the  rear. 

This  is  a  beautiful  country  east  of 
Victoria  and  the  Virginia  hauls  100  cars 
of  100,000  capacity  with  one  engine  from 
Roanoke  to  Norfolk,  a  distance  of  243 
miles.  Any  one  can  see  at  once  that 
the  dividends  must  be  very  high  for  the 
Virginia  Railway  Company. 

I  have  just  received  a  November  Aofvo- 
CATE  and  enjoyed  reading  the  nice  letters 
contained  In  it  I  always  read  every  one 
of  them.  I  see  so  many  from  people  I 
know  personally  on  the  N.  A  W.  in  Vir- 
ginia and  West  Virginia.  I  also  saw 
one  not  long  ago  from  a  little  girl  I 
know  down  in  Florida. 

Wishing  all  members  of  the  Brother* 
hood  and  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  a  merry 
Christmas  and  a  happy  New  Tear,  I  am. 
Yours  in  B.,  L.  and  U., 
A.  W.  Obahait. 
•  o^ 

■  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Dear  Brothers:  I  have  been  reading 
my  Advocate,  and  failing  to  see  any  let- 
ters from  the  C,  H.  ft  D.  brothers, 
thought  I  would  try  and  start  the  pot 
boiling.  I  am  very  sorry  to  know  they 
are  all  so  backward.  The  trackman  or 
paddy  has  been  scorned  and  scoffed  at 
long  enough,  just  because  he  has  been 
too  easy  and  good-natured  to  look  out  for 
himself.  Now,  let  each  and  every  one  of 
us  show  whether  or  not  we  have  the  In- 
telligence to  lift  up  and  build  up  onr 
families  and  homes.  To  do  this.  It  will 
require  one  and  all  to  join  and  attend  all 
meetings  he  possibly  can,  and  work  in 
every  way  he  can  to  build  up  and 
strengthen  our  noble  Brotherhood.  Some 
of  our  .brothers  fail  to  attend  the  meet- 
ings because  they  are  afraid  to  ask  for 
a  pass  on  account  of  our  committee  meet- 
ing the  officials  of  our  road  and  asking 
for  a  betterment  in  their  working  hours 
and  increase  in  pay.  There  is  nothing 
to  fear,  as  they  want  only  good,  reliable 
men  to  work  for  them,  and  they  know  if 
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tho  men  lire  up  to  the  obligations  the 
Brotherhood  requires  of  each  applicant, 
that  they  will  he  worthy  of  their  notice 
and  respect.  The  section  men  know  that 
with  a  gang  of  intelligent  men,  work 
can  he  done  easier  and  better  than  with 
a  great  many  more  inferior  men,  who  do 
not  care  whether  their  children  have 
shoes  or  not  Now,  that  is  Just  the  way 
the  officials  of  the  railroad  feel.  It  is 
better  for  them  to  have  good.  Intelligent 
men  on  the  track,  so  let  us  show  our 
intelligence  and  not  keep  our  light  hid 
under  a  bushel. 

The  D.,  L.  &  W.  system  seems  to  have 
a  few  men  in  its  employ  who  should  be 
ashamed  of  themselves,  but  I  hope  they 
will  see  where  and  how  they  have  done 
wrong,  both  to  themselves  and  their  fel- 
Ic-w-workmen,  and  return  to  that  good  old 
path  they  started  on. 

I  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  all 
of  the  brothers  to  the  letter  of  Brother 
T.  J.  O'Donnell,  Hernando.  Miss.  I  enjoy 
reading  the  letters  from  the  different 
brothers  and  find  them  very  instructive 
and  helpful. 

I  am  working  on  the  Dayton  and 
Wellston  Division  of  the  C.  H.  &  D.  Ry., 
Section  No.  1.  Michael  Vest  is  my  fore- 
man and  a  good  Brotherhood  man.  He 
la  on  our  Executive  Committee,  so  you 
see  I  do  not  have  far  to  go  to  tell  my 
troubles,  but  so  far  I  have  not  had  any. 

Brother  J.  B.  Ingram,  please  write 
often.  'The  Calllnc:  of  the  Trackman/' 
written  by  Brother  J.  B.  Layne  of  Flori- 
da, speaks  very  deeply,  and  I  hope  he 
will  come  again  with  something  similar. 
Will  close  by  repeating  the  old  and 
true  motto:  "United  we  stand,  divided 
we  fall."  W.  E.  Cadwalladeb. 

Souris,  Manitoba. 

Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers:  My  friends 
and  brothers  appointed  me  Journal  agent 
at  our  last  meeting,  and  I  guess  I  must 
get  busy,  but  not  being  an  elocutionist 
or  much  of  a  writer  and  this  being  the 
first  letter  to  our  valuable  paper,  I  must 
ask  to  be  excused  for  all  mistakes. 

I  must  say  the  last  meeting  in  Souris, 


on  October  28,  was  pretty  well  represent- 
ed by  the  B.  &  B.  boys.  It  being  the 
election  of  officers,  I  would  like  to  have 
seen  some  of  the  trackmen  there,  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  not  one  trackman 
turned  up.  However,  I  am  hoping  to  see 
them  there  in  full  force  next  meeting 
night.  It  would  be  better  for  all  if  they 
would  do  so,  then  there  would  be  no  room 
for  dispute  about  trackmen  being  repre- 
sented. 

On  all  of  my  travels  on  this  division, 
I  have  heard  no  grievances,  but  every- 
thing is  going  on  first  class. 

Not  wishing  to  take  up  any  more  space 
than  I  can  help,  I  will  close  by  wishing 
tho  Brotherhood  every  success.    Yours  in 
B.,  I.  and  U.,                        B.  Bbadlet. 
•^cy • 

Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

After  reading  all  the  good  letters  in 
the  Advpcate,  It  almost  seems  there  is 
no  room  left  for  me  to  get  in  a  word 
without  repeating  some  one  of  the  oth- 
ers. However,  every  little  helps,  ^o  here 
I  go. 

I  wish  to  say  flr«<t  of  all  that  Nickle 
Plate  T  odge  No.  598  of  the  T.  B  M  W  B. 
is  a  lodge  I  am  proud  to  say  I  am  a  mem- 
ber of.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  ?it  In  our 
lodee  room  and  see  the  loyal  and  ear- 
nest faces  of  the  larre  number  of  Broth- 
ers who  attend  our  meetings  month  after 
month.  Although  comparatively  a  young 
lodge,  we  have  165  members,  and  always 
have  a  class  of  candidates  each  meeting. 
We  are  handicapped  In  attending  our 
meetinsrs  to  a  great  extent  by  poor  train 
service.  The  brothers  from'Chlca'-o  «tart 
Saturday  at  10:13  p.  m.  and  the  broth- 
ers from  Bellevue  start  Saturday  at  10:07 
p.  m.  in  order  to  get  to  lodee.  which  is 
held  the  third  Sunday  In  each  month  at 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  However,  the  boys  are 
ready  for  business  when  the  lodsre  room 
is  reached,  even  if  they  have  been  riding 
all  night  on  the  train.  There  are  just 
two  foremen  between  Bellevue  and  Chi- 
cago who  are  out  of  the  fold.  We  have 
been  after  them  so  much  that  1  some 
times  think  we  have  them  case-hardened, 
but,  brothers,  we  must  keep  after  them 
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and  try  to  find  the  spot  where  our  plead- 
ings and  advice  will  penetrate.  These 
two  men  will  be  A  No.  1  members  when 
they  do  come  in.  There  are  quite  a  num- 
ber of  laborers  who  are  not  carrying  a 
card,  so  let  all  brother  foremen  get  busy 
and  bring  all  their  regular  men  to  lodge 
with  them.  If  they  will  not  sign  an  ap- 
plication blank  before  they  start,  bring 
them  along  as  visitors  and  they  will 
break  the  record  If  they  get  away  with- 
out joining,  as  we  get  every  visitor  who 
attends  a  meeting. 

We  are  trying  to  form  a  schedule  for 
our  committee  to  present  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  Nickle  Plate  in  the  near 
future.  Brothers,  here  is  where  we  want 
to  get  busy  and  have  as  solid  a  backing 
behind  our  committee  as  is  possible  to 
have.  We  do  not  want  to  go  at  this  part 
of  the  business  in  a  half-hearted  manner. 
We  want  to  be  sure  first  of  all  that  we 
are  right  in  all  we  ask  for,  and  then  stick 
until  the  last  dog  is  hung.  We  have 
worked  hard  to  get  our  road  in  good 
working  order,  and  have  spent  our  time 
and  money  for  the  same  purpose.  Now, 
as  we  are  probably  to  meet  the  manage- 
ment, we  want  every  one  to  stay  with 
us,  and  if  any  brother  has  a  yellow 
streak,  he  had  better  get  busy  getting 
rid  of  it,  for  we  are  going  to  stick  to 
this  business  and  see  if  it  is  not  possi- 
ble for  us  to  get  some  of  the  benefits  and 
privileges  that  employes  in  other  depart- 
ments have.  Just  think,  if  you  will, 
what  would  happen  if  our  superintendent 
would  order  the  engineers  and  conduc- 
tors to  go  out  some  wintry,  stormy  night 
to  clear  up  a  wreck  and  tell  them  be- 
fore they  started  that  they  would  not  be 
allowed  extra  pay  for  the  work  they  do 
at  night  I  believe  it  would  be  summer 
time  before  the  track  would  be  cleared. 
I  took  part  in  clearing  up  a -wreck  a  few 
years  ago,  where  one  set  of  section  men 
were  worked  fifty-five  hours  without  rest 
and  nothing  provided  for  them  to  eat. 
But  how  about  the  train  crew  that  was 
with  the  wrecking  car?  When  they  had 
put  in  their  day's  work,  another  crew 
was  brought  out  and  relieved  the  first 
crew,  and  they  continued  to  relieve  each 


other  until  the  wreck  was  cleared  away, 
but  there  was  no  one  to  relieve  the  sec- 
tion men  and  they  donated  their  nig^f  s 
work  to  the  company  free. 

Brothers,  we  all  have  a  duty  to  per 
form,  not  only  to  the  railroad  company, 
but  to  our  families,  for  our  wives  and 
children  are  Just  as  dear  to  us  as  the 
wives  and  children  of  any  other  class  of 
employes  on  a  railroad  are  to  them,  but 
how  can  we  raise  our  families  on  the  pal- 
try sum  we  get  and  expect  than  to  be 
good,  loyal  citizens  of  this  great  coun- 
try we  live  in?  It  is  no  wonder  section 
foremen  are  scarce.  It  is  a  wonder  there 
are  any  at  all.  If  our  wives  would  do 
the  proper  thing,  they  would  kick  us  out 
the  back  door  and  disown  us  for  not  hav- 
ing more  backbone  than  we  have,  but, 
brothers,  be  of  good  cheer,  better  days 
are  ahead  for  us,  and  we  cannot  expect 
to  do  everything  at  once.  We  will  have 
to  go  after  this  thing  as  we  would  in 
surfacing  track.  When  we  raise  a  low 
Joint,  we  have  to  be  careful  that  it  is 
well  tamped  and  especially  under  the  rafl 
where  the  big  wheel  runs,  so  it  is  with 
bettering  our  condition.  We  must  have 
our  schedules  well  tamped,  especially 
where  the  big  foot  of  the  management 
comes  down.  If  we  have  failed  to  make 
a  good  Job  of  tamping  at  any  point  in 
our  track  or  in  our  schedule,  we  can  rest 
assured  that  the  management  will  find 
it  out  and  we  will. have  our  work  to  do 
over  again.  So  many  section  men  do 
not  realize  their  true  worth  to  the  rail- 
roads who  employ  them.  How  often  do 
we  see  one  section  foreman  with  40  or 
50  men  who  do  not  understand  our  lan- 
guage laying  new  rails  on  some  of  our 
trunk  lines,  where  fast  passenger  trains 
run  sixty  or  more  miles  an  hour.  Think 
of  all  the  lives  he  has  to  look  out  tor! 
What  an  awful  responsibility  he  assumes 
for  the  small  wages  he  gets!  Would  any 
railroad  official  put  a  man  in  charge  of 
work  of  this  kind  if  ht  did  not  have  all 
the  faith  in  the  foreman  that  it  is  possi- 
ble for  one  man  to  have  in  another? 
Also,  think  of  the  poor  section  laborer 
who  starts  out  on  a  cold,  stormy  night 
to  inspect  six  or  more  miles  of  track. 
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often  without  the  proper  clothing  to  pro- 
tect himself  from  the  elements.  Do  you 
not  think  that  the  officials  must  realize 
that  this  man  is  entitled  to  enough 
pay  to  keep  himself  and  famiily  from 
\want,  and  lay  by  a  dollar  or  two  for  a 
rainy  day? 

We  must  hold  up  our  heads  and  speak 
for  our  share  of  the  few  good  things 
there  are  in  this  life,  and  not  wait  until 
the  other  fellow  has  his  pick  of  all  the 
good  things,  and  then  lie  down  and 
whine  about  it  Brothers,  we  must  han- 
dle our  Union  affairs  to  a  great  extent 
in  the  same  manner  as  we  maintain  our 
track.  If  we  do  not  take  the  low  spot& 
out  of  our  track  and  line  the  kinks  out 
once  in  a  while,  we  would  have  a  bad 
piece  of  track  in  a  little  while.  So  it  is 
with  lodge  work.  We  have  lots  of  hard 
work  to  do  and  our  success  depends  on 
how  we  do  it 

Now,  let  every  one  take  hold  and  do 
all  he  can  for  the  Order. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  all  the  suc- 
cess it  is  possible  for  it  to  have,  I  re- 
main.   Tours  fraternally, 

Cebtificate  A-28480. 
•  o^ 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

At  our  last  meeting  of  Lodge  No.  591, 
Noyember  11,  there  were  120  members 
reported  in  good  standing,  which  shows 
brothers  are  taking  more  interest  than 
they  have  in  the  past.  Some  of  the  un- 
der hands  give  the  excuse  that  the  rea- 
son they  do  not  take  more  interest  is 
because  it  is  only  the  foremen  who  hold 
office.  Now,  this  is  a  very  foolish  idea, 
as  the  under  hands  are  two  to  one  and 
their  votes  count  Just  the  same  as  a  fore- 
man's. If  they  would  attend  the  lodge 
iti  force  and  show  that  they  mean  busi- 
ness, they  could  hold  office  just  as  well 
as  a  foreman.  Qur  President  said  in 
the  last  meeting  he  wished  they  would 
come  and  he  would  put  them  in  office 
and  give  them  a  chance  to  work  up  to 
the  highest.  There  are  lots  of  members 
who  say,  "Oh,  I  can't  go,"  when  asked 
if  they  are  going  to  attend  meeting,  but 
just  take  a  walk  up  the  street  and  you 


will  find  them  standing  on  the  corner  or 
go  into  a  moving  picture  house  and  you 
will  see  them  there  every  Saturday  night. 

Our  officers  are  the  same  as  when  the 
lodge  first  started,  with  the  exception  of 
one  or  two.  They  are  all  good  officers, 
but  I  think  a  change  once  in  a  while  is 
a  good  thing.  "Variety  is  the  spice  of 
life,"  and  we  need  some  spice  at  this  time 
to  get  a  living  and  a  decent  day's  pay. 

I  Just  received  the  last  Advocate,  and 
have  read  a  portion  of  it  I  am  sorry 
our  brothers  in  the  recent  strike  did  not 
have  a  little  more  sand.  Yours  in  B.,  L. 
and  U.,  JouBNAL  Aqi;nt. 

Manchester,  Ga. 

To  the  Dear  Old  Trackmen  at  George- 
town, Ga.,  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Chambless:  I 
notice  your  letter  in  the  November  Advo- 
cate, and  it  reminds  me  so  very  much  of 
home  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  reply,  to  it. 

Now,  Mr.  Chambless,  as  you  have  told 
the  world  of  your  railroad  and  track  ex- 
perience, won't  you  please  write  another 
letter,  stating  what  your  salary  was  31 
years  ago  and  down  to  the  present  date, 
also  stating  as  near  as  possible  what 
engineers,  conductors  and  flagmen  were 
paid  for  their  services  at  the  difPerent 
dates  as  you  give  your  own  salary?  Make 
a  statement,  showing  as  near  as  possible 
why  and  on  what  grounds  and  what  ef- 
forts have  caused  the  other  crafts  of  la- 
bor or  employes  to  have  their  wages  in- 
creased so  much  above  ours,  and  why 
should  a  trackman  work  for  such  a 
small  salary  in  proportion  to  the  others? 
Please  state  what  a  trackman's  responsi- 
bilities are  and  the  lives  that  are  at 
stake,  if  the  trackman  fails  to  do  his 
duty. 

Now,  brothers,  when  Brother  Cham- 
bless  writes  and  makes  the  statements  I 
have  requested  him  to  make,  ask  your 
editor  for  a  few  copies  and  send  them 
to  every  non  you  know  or  can  hear  of. 

I  have  known  J.  P.  Chambless  for  21 
years,  and  can  assure  you  any  and  all 
statements  by  him  will  be  absolutely 
true.    Yours  in  B.,  L.  and^.. 
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Bromley,  Vest  Va. 

Dear  Readers:  I  am  on  the  scene 
again,  as  I  suppose  you  thought  I  was 
dead,  but  I  was  only  sleeping  and  very 
busy  in  school.  However,  I  have  plenty 
of  time  to  write  this  letter  to  the  dear 
old  Advocate,  and  hope  it  will  appear  in 
the  next  issue. 

Last  October  I  received  a  beautiful 
book,  "Backbone,"  a  prize  winner  of  the 
boys  from  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E  It  is  really 
very  interesting  and  sacred  to  me.  I 
wish  to  say  many  thanks  through  the 
journal. 

Recently  I  received  an  Advocate  from 
my  father  and  read  a  letter  from  Mrs. 
C.  B.  Thompson,  which  I  enjoyed  very 
much.  Her  husband  formerly  worked 
for  my  father,  but  he  is  now  a  section 
foreman  in  Stanaford.  I  was  very  much 
surprised  to  hear  this,  but  sincerely  hope 
he  will  be  successful  in  his  new  posi- 
tion. 

Now,  I  want  to  tell  you  that  I  study 
the  following  books:  English  History, 
Kerl's  Common  School  Grammar  and 
Ray's  Arithmetic  and  Language.  I  am 
also  studying  Easy  Algebra  by  myself.  I 
will  try  to  get  Latin,  Greek,  mathemati- 
cal and  other  books  to  study  if  I  can.  I 
am  secretary  of  the  Lovell  Library  So- 
ciety and  the  Deaf  Boys'  Reading  Club. 
Next  spring  I  hope  to  be  scorer  of  the 
baseball  team.  Some  of  the  boys  want  to 
appoint  me  scorer  for  the  basketball 
team.  I  will  try  it,  but  feel  I  would  like 
to  play  basketball  myself. 

I  received  a  nice  letter  from  my  moth- 
er, who  says  that  Mr.  C.  Eutright,  who 
was  formerly  sub-foreman  on  the  elec- 
trical signals  for  the  C.  &  O.  Ry.  in 
the  western  part  of  the  State,  is  now 
working  on  the  track  for  my  father,  as 
he  did  not  like  to  work  so  far  away  from 
home.  His  home  is  close  to  ours.  Oh, 
I  suppose  the  section  men  will  love  to 
tease  him  about  being  a  big  man! 

I  like  to  attend  this  school,  as  it  gives 
me  the  opportunity  to  read  magazines, 
books  and  newspapers.  My  teacher  has 
a  great  deal  of  work  to  do  and  cannot 
devote  as  much  time  to  ns  as  he  Would 


like.  Our  hours  are  not  long,  only  from 
9  a.  m.  to  1  p.  m.,  but  we  s^iiors  sp^id 
our  spare  time  studying  arithmetic  or 
writing  news  items  or  stories,  while  tbe 
teacher  instructs  the  juniors. 

I  will  close  for  this  time,  as  I  think  my 
letter  is  now  long  enough. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  every  succefis 
In  years  to  come  and  hoping  you  will  all 
have  an  enjoyable  Thanksgiving,  I  am, 
Vours  very  truly,  Claude  H.  Woodbuic 
•  o« 

Cooper,  West  Va. 

Will  you  allow  me  space  enough  in  the 
Advocate  for  a  short  letter  from  the  N. 
&  W.  Ry.?  It  seems  the  boys  on  this 
line  are  all  asleep.  I  have  searched  the 
Advocate  for  the  last  three  months  to 
find  some  news  from  this  district,  bot 
am  sorry  to  say  I  only  found  one  letter 
in  each  issue. 

Well,  I  am  glad,  however,  to  see  that 
the  N.  ft  W.  boys  got  a  raises  which 
took  eftect  October  1,  1911.  It  was  not 
very  much,  but  every  little  counts.  Our 
increase  was  $3  more  per  month.  The  la- 
borers' increase,  5  cents  more  a  day.  The 
foremen  should  ha^e  received  $5  increase 
and  the  laborers  10  cents.  If  we  all  do 
our  part,  we  will  soon  go  to  the  front 

Brother  Stewart  was  around  the  other 
day  and  has  taken  four  of  our  men  into 
the  Order.  I  have  converted  one  man 
since  and  will  take  him  up  next  meet- 
ing. If  we  only  try,  we  can  do  lots  of 
good  and  help  build  up  our  Order. 

The  boys  on  the  N.  &  W.  are  getting 
lined  up  very  nicely.  I  hope  the  time 
will  come  when  there  will  be  no  nons  on 
this  line.  I  would  rather  be  anything 
than  a  scab.  I  do  not  see  why  any  man 
should  be  weak-kneed  enough  to  stay  out 
of  the  Order.  It  shows  his  weakness* 
and  his  idea  of  not  joining  is  to  keep 
from  paying  his  dues. 

I  have  a  solid  Brotherhood  crew  with 
the  exception  of  one  man  (colored),  and 
he  says  he  is  willing  to  pay  $2  a  year 
to  help  keep  the  Order  up.  Now,  if  all 
the  colored  men  who  work  for  the  N.  A 
W.  would  do  this,  it  would  be  a  great 
help  to  support  the  Order. 
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I  must  thank  Brother  Pegg  for  the  pic- 
tures I  received  a  few  days  ago.  I  think 
they  are  very  good. 

I  will  close,  wishing  the  Brotherhood 
great  success.     Yours  in  B.,  L.  and  U., 
Certificatb  A-6230. 
-^Ky 

Tuscumbia,  Ala. 


As  I  do  not  see  anything  in  the  Advo- 
cate about  the  Memphis  Division  of  the 
Southern  Railroad.  I  thought  I  would 
write  a  few  lines. 

This  line  is  doing  O.  K.  for  the  chance 
we  have,  as  the  money  has  been  short 
up  to  this  month,  hut  is  now  better. 

In  the  bridge  and  building  department, 
labor  has  been  very  scarce  on  this  sec- 
tion  all  the   summer   and   falL     Some 
points  are,  however,  better  than  others. 
We  have  a  good  lodge  here,  although  I 
do  not  know  the  exact  number  of  mem- 
bers.   In  going  from  Stevenson  to  Mem-, 
phis,  I  find  so  many  men  who  have  not 
yet  Joined  the  Order.     It  looks  to  me 
they  should  all  belong  to  the  Brother- 
hood, and  come  as  quickly  as  they  toke 
the  raise  when  it  comes.    We  have  sev- 
eral with  us  on  the  Northern  Alabama 
Ldne    Lodge   at    Tuscumbia,    from    both 
roads.    We  have  a  fine  line  of  men  to 
work    for— roadmaster    and    supervisors 
cannot  be  excelled.     All  they  want  you 
to  do  is  to  hit  the  baU,  and  you  ought 
to  or  get  out  of  the  way.     I  have  been 
foreman  of  a  bridge  and  carpenter  gang 
for  18  years,  and  have  tried  to  give  my 
foreman  good  work.    We  have  three  track 
supervisors   and   one   bridge   supervisor. 
Most  of  our  boys  are  working  to  get  the 
whole  line  to  Join  with  us.  so  we  can 
meet  and  talk  and  help  each  other  with 
the   work,   at   the   same  time   exchange 
Ideas  that  would  be  to  the  benefit  of  the 
company  and  ourselves. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter,  I  will  close 
and  some  time  soon  you  will  hear  again 
from  the  Memphis  Division  of  the  South- 
em  Railway. 

Wishing  all  the  boys  success.  I  am. 
Yours  truly,  T.  J.  HuBunr. 


Anecdotes  of  Wesley. 

Wesley  and  John  Nelson  visited  Corn- 
wall. They  had  to  sleep-  on  the  fioor, 
with  their  overcoats  for  covering. 
"About  3  o'clock,"  relates  Nelson,  "Mr. 
Wesley  turned  over,  and,  finding  me 
awake,  clapped  me  on  the  side,  saying: 
•Brother  Nelson,  let  us  be  of  good  cheer. 
I  have  one  whole  side  yet,  for  the  skin 
is  on  but  on$  side." 

All  men  want  fame.  Michael  Fen- 
wlck  was  a  man  who  often  traveled  with 
Wesley,  and  on  one  occasion  complained 
because  his  name  had  never  been  men- 
tioned in  Wesley's  Journal  In  the  next 
number  of  the  Journal  appeared  the  fol- 
lowing.  "I  preached  about  1  o'clock  at 
Clayworth.  I  think  none  were  unmoved 
but  Michael  Fenwlck,  who  fell  fast  asleep 
under  an  adjoining  hayrick." 

Traveling  in  a  stage  cokch  where  a  fel- 
low passenger,  an  officer,  used  much  pro- 
fanity, Wesley  took  him  aside,  as  the 
horses  were  being  changed,  and,  after 
saying  how  much  he  had  enjoyed  his  so- 
ciety, added:  "Now,  there  is  one  favor 
I  would  ask  you."  "I  shall  take  great 
pleasure  in  obliging  you,"  returned  the 
officer.  "Then,"  said  Wesley,  "as  we 
have  some  distance  yet  to  travel  together, 
I  beg.  If  I  should  so  far  forget  myself  as 
to  swear,  you  will  kindly  reprove  me." 

On  one  ocaslon  Wesley  said,  while 
preaching  In  Dublin:  "All  crimes  have 
been  laid  to  my  charge  of  which  a  human 
being  Is  capable,  except  that  of  drunken- 
ness." Whereupon  a  woman  arose  and 
shouted:  "You  old  villain!  And  will  you 
deny  that  you  pledged  your  hands  to  Mrs. 
Blank  for  a  noggin  o'  whisky,  and  didn't 
she  sell  them  to  our  parson's  wife?"  After 
a  moment  of  amazed  silence  on  the  part 
of  the  audience,  Wesley  calmly  "thanked 
God  that  his  cup  was  now  full." 


Against   Unions. 

The  Clerk—I  should  like  a  rise  in 
wages,  sir;   I'm  about  to  be  married. 

The  Boss — Rubbish,  rubbish,  young 
man!  I'm  against  all  unions  on  princi- 
ple. 
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Canaan,  N.  H. 

Brothers  and  Sisters: 

Thanksgiving  time  is  near,  perhaps  the 
best  time  of  the  year  in  New  England, 
when  all  meet  at  the  old  home  and  fire- 
side, and  each  becomes  dearer  to  the 
other  as  added  years  and  cares  come  up- 
on us  all.  To  many  mothers  and  sisters 
of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.,  it  should  certainly 
be  a  season  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
many  added  favors  in  raising  of  wages, 
shortened  hours  of  labor  and  generally 
improved  conditions.  To  be  sure,  some 
have  not  received  what  was  expected  dur- 
ing the  year,  but  if  they  will  be  true  to 
their  Union,  themselves  and  their  em- 
ployers' interests  (which  they  may  do 
without  sacrificing  their  self-esteem,  for 
no  real  man  in  a  true  sense  of  the  word 
expects  the  workman  under  him  to  be 
trodden  into  the  earth,  and  have  no  ad- 
miration for  that  kind),  they  will  surely 
in  the  end  win  their  cause. 

When  the  organizer  comes  around,' 
brothers,  if  you  are  not  already  a  paid 
up  member  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.,  be  one 
without  the  asking,  and  sisters,  encour- 
age your  husbands,  sons,  etc.,  to  do  so 
instead  of  being  on  the  contrary  side. 
Do  you  not  know  that  it  is  a  question  of 
business?  Capital  organizes  and  labor 
must  do  the  same,  if  it  would  compete 
with  capital.  You  have  but  recently  had 
this  illustrated  on  the  Lackawanna  road, 
where,  if  the  organization  had  been  thor- 
ough and  the  brothers  stood  up  to  their 
pledges,  they  would  have  won.  Think 
of  our  Canadian  brothers,  who  a  few 
years  since  struggled  so  many  weeks  and 
came  oft  victorious.  This  is  the  kind 
of  metal  that  all  should  have,  a  stick-to- 
it-iveness  that  knows  no  thought  of  giv- 
ing up  until  the  battle  is  won. 

I  have  written  the  secretaries  of  the 
lodges   that  Brother  Pegg  recently  vis- 


ited and  certainly  am  expecting  to  re- 
ceive favorable  answers,  from  some  of 
them  at  least,  regarding  the  forming  of 
an  Auxiliary  in  connection  with  the  Bro- 
therhood lodges.  They  may  expect  to 
hear  from  me  soon  again  if  I  do  not  hear 
from  them,  as  we  must  have  the  lodges 
and  the  brothers  to  help  us  get  thenL 
If  you  are  looking  for  a  happy  Christmaa 
and  New  Year,  just  start  an  Auxiliary 
and  make  yourself  happy  in  the  thoufi^ 
that  you  have  been  a  benefit  to  someone, 
won  a  prize,  and  made  the  hearts  of  the 
Grand  Officers  in  the  Auxiliary  and  Bro- 
therhood happy.  I  have  received  sev- 
eral letters  regarding  the  starting  of  Aux- 
iliary lodges  and  certainly  shall  look  for 
more.  Brother  Brownlow  of  Stone  Moan- 
tain,  Georgia,  has  invited  the  ladies  to 
meet  with  the  brothers  on  November  12, 
and  I  am  confidently  expecting  a  lodge  in 
Georgia  after  that  date. 

On  October  28th  I  had  a  pleasant  even- 
ing with  White  Mountain  Lodge  at  La- 
conia.  The  number  of  members  at  the 
meeting  was  not  large,  but  we  had  a 
pleasant  and  profitable  session  and  the 
lodge  received  one  application  for  mem- 
bership. Capitol  Lodge  gave  a  splendid 
supper  at  their  last  meeting,  and  al- 
though It  was  a  very  rainy  night  the 
brothers  came  out  nobly  to  the  meetings 
and  patronized  us  beyond  our  expecta 
tions. 

I  want  to  speak  again  about  making 
financial  preparations  to  send  a  delegate 
to  the  St.  Louis  convention.  Brothers  and 
Sisters,  begin  now  and  do  not  fkil  to 
have  your  Auxiliary  represented. 

Sisters  Allen  and  Forbes  had  most  in- 
teresting letters  in  the  last  Advocatb,  I 
was  glad  to  notice  that  Brother  Allen  of 
Calais  had  returned  to  the  letter-writing 
column.  Why  does  not  the  brother  come 
to  the  aid  of  his  Auxiliary  lodge?  I 
would  be  glad  to  hear  from  him  what 
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the  trne  reason  is,  and  then  perhaps  I 
may  be  able  to  clear  the  clouds  away. 

Sister  Scott  was  a  most  welcome  writ- 
er to  our  column  once  more.  I  certainly 
thank  her  for  her  kind  suggestion  re- 
garding my  making  a  visit  up  that  way. 
When  the  brothers  and  sisters  get  ready 
to  do  business  in  earnest  in  that  section, 
I  will  go,  If  they  desire  it,  but  our  Aux- 
iliary cannot  afPord  to  make  any  pleasure 
trips.  You  know  our  dues  are  small  and 
in  order  that  all  may  have  the  privilege 
of  enjoying  our  Auxiliary,  we  must  econ- 
omize and  keep  the  treasury  in  good  con- 
dition. 

Wishing  each  and  all  a  happy  Thanks- 
giving reunion,  and  hoping  they  were 
pleased  with  the  pictures  recently  sent 
out  by  the  Brotherhood,  I  am,  sincerely 
yours  in  L.  F.  &  T., 

Cora  B.  SMrrn. 
9.cy 

Jarrolds  Valley,  W.  Va. 

As  I  have  never  written  to  the  Advo- 
cate, I  will  endeavor  to  do  so  now. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
C.  &  O.  Ry.  He  has  been  working  for 
that  company  about  ten  years.  I  am 
14  years  old  and  think  it  fs  so  interesting 
to  read  the  letters  from  the  boys  and 
girls  in  the  Advocate.  I  hope  to  Ae  some 
more  from  this  part  of  the  State. 

Wishing  every  one  success,  I  am,  yours 
sincerely.                                 May   Pack. 
»o* 

Caron,  Sask.,  Canada. 

Dear  Advocate  Readers:  Our  Novem- 
ber Advocate  Is  at  hand,  brimful  of  good 
things,  also  the  supplemental  pictures, 
which  are  splendid.  Sisters  Dorey,  Hart 
and  others  of  the  old  times,  looking  as 
large  as  life  and  twice  as  natural.  I 
ana  sure  every  one  appreciates  this  beau- 
tiful souvenir.  Brother  O'Donnell  speaks 
of  progress  and  surely  the  Advocate 
keeps  pace  with  the  organization  in  that 
respect.  When  one  remembers  the  Advo- 
cate of  a  few  years  ago  and  compares  it 
with  the  journal  of  today. 

We  were  so  sorry  to  hear  of  the  fail- 
ure of  the  strike  on  the  Lackawanna  and 


trust  the  men  will  rise  to  the  occasion 
and  determine  to  better  their  position 
again  in  the  near  future.  The  Brother- 
hood cannot  help  men  who  will  not  make 
some  sacrifice  to  help  themselves,  nor 
try  to  live  up  to  its  principles.  The  G. 
T.  P.  men  are  out  on  strike.  Let  us 
hope  they  may  be  rewarded  by  securing 
better  conditions  and  more  cash. 

Brothers  Irwin  and  Dorey  were  in 
Moosejaw  a  week  ago  and  had  a  very 
successful  meeting.  We  were  informed 
by  the  committee  In  charge  that  it  was 
a  business  meeting,  and  ladies  would  not 
be  admitted,  so  we  did  not  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  renewing  old  acquaintances  with 
the  visitors.  When  Brother  Pegg  was  In 
Moosejaw,  thefe  was  no  time  to  make 
the  pies.  On  this  occasion,  and  warned 
by  our  former  experiences  of  late  trains, 
we  took  time  by  the  forelock  and  reached 
Moosejaw  a  day  ahead,  baked  all  the 
forenoon  and  were  prepared  to  give  the 
b03rs  a  big  spread.  When  we  ran  across 
the  above-mentioned  committee,  they  in- 
formed us  that  the  lodge  had  already  pre- 
pared refreshments.  Of  course,  there 
was  nothing  for  us  to  do  but  "go  way 
back  and  sit  down."  However,  the  boys 
can  expect  us  again.  We  are  after  that 
gold  piece  and  now  Is  the  opportune  mo- 
ment to  start  the  Auxiliary.  It  Is  a 
waste  of  energy  to  work  up  enthusiasm 
and  then  sit  down  until  It  evaporates. 
"Strike  the  Iron  while  It  Is  hot."  I  ex- 
pect some  of  the  good  brothers  will  have 
secured  the  names  for  the  Auxiliary 
lodge  at  Moosejaw  long  before  this  let- 
ter Is  printed,  and  T  hope  It  may  prove  a 
great  success.  "It  Is  not  good  for  man 
to  be  alone"  In  any  undertaking.  Some 
one  has  said  that  In  the  work  of  crea- 
tion, God  began  with  the  lowest  vegeta- 
tion and  animals,  gradually  ascending 
(the  law  of  progress),  then  He  created 
man  and  finally  wonfan,  the  hierhest  and 
best  of  all  creation.  Of  course,  some 
one  else  remembers  that  after  the  lower 
animals  were  created,  God  rested  and 
then  made  man,  and  then  woman,  and 
since  that  time  there  has  been  no  rest 
for  either  God  or  man. 

The  woman  Is  the  heart^^and  center  of 
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the  home  life,  the  home  maker  and  bal- 
ance wheel,  and  it  is  important  that  she 
enter  intelligently  and  collectively  into 
this  vital  matter  of  organization.  Com- 
petition is  becoming  too  keen  and  cor- 
porations and  employers  of  labor  so 
greedy  that  any  craft  not  organized  or 
only  half  organized  is  sure  to  go  to  the 
wall  and  the  sympathy  and  help  of  our 
women  are  needed  as  never  before.  Think 
of  that  McNamara  case!  I  firmly  be- 
lieve those  men  are  innocent,  and  yet 
there  seems  to  be  a  determined  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  enemies  of  labor  to 
crush  these  men.  Should  their  innocence 
be  proven,  what  redress  or  adequate  com- 
pensation can  they  claim  for  all  those 
weary  days  and  weeks  of  waiting,  misun- 
derstanding and  imprisonment? 

I  was  deeply  interested  in  Brother 
Fogg's  account  of  the  Labor  Congress  at 
Calgary,  especially  the  discussions  and 
resolutions  regarding  the  Lemieuz  act, 
published  in  the  October  issue.  We  would 
like  to  see  Grand  President  A.  B.  Lowe 
take  a  trip  westward  on  the  C.  P.  R. 

I  believe  it  would  be  quite  possible,  if 
the  arrangements  were  made  at  least 
two  weeks  ahead,  for  Sister  Smith  to  or- 
ganize several  lodges  of  the  Auxiliary  on 
the  western  portion  of  the  C.  P.  R.  at 
points  where  there  are  strong  Brother- 
hood lodges,  say  from  Winnipeg  to  Cal- 
gary, including  both  places.  Should  Sis- 
ter Smith  decide  to  come  this  way,  I 
would  deem  it  a  pleasure  to  render  her 
every  assistance  possible. 

My  letter  is  sufficiently  lengthy,  so  I 
shall  not  take  time  to  comment  on  the 
splendid  letters  in  this  issue  of  the  Advo- 
cate and  how  much  we  enjoy  the  pic* 
tures  appearing  from  month  to  month, 
especially  from  our  own  locality.  Peter- 
son gang  at  Swift  Current  is  fine.  Let 
us  hear  from  some  of  you  boy^  through 
the  Advocate.  Brottier  Gillies  is  very 
busy  just  now  (congratulations),  so  is 
Brother  Brown  and  others  who  delighted 
us  with  vocal  selections  and  who  possi- 
bly can  acquit  themselves  just  as  credit- 
ably with  the  pen. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and  its*  ally 
every  success  and  best  wishes  to  the  con- 


tributors, especially  the  "Pioneers"  sttll 
silent  "I  am  afraid  the  Byrd  has 
fiown." 

Sister  Dorey  took  my  breath  away  by 
saying  she  .had  a  boy  twenty-two,  as  she 
does  not  look  over  thirty  herself,  or  did 
not  when  we  met  in  St  Louis. 

Sincerely  and  fraternally, 

Mabt  J.  SOOTT. 

M>« 

Jessup,  Ga. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  I  will  try  my 
nervous  hand  once  more,  as  I  was  de- 
lighted when  I  saw  my  letter  in  print 
It  astonished  papa  very  much. 

I  will  write  again  and  try  to  encour- 
age others,  as  I  am  improving  in  my 
writing.    Papa  says  I  can  beat  him  now. 

I  want  to  tell  you  we  have  moved  from 
St  Augustine,  Florida,  to  Jesup,  Gecnr- 
gia.  Papa  has  cliarge  of  this  yard  and 
in  now  working  for  the  A.  C.  L.  railway. 
He  says  he  Is  very  sorry  to  see  that 
some  of  the  section  jerries  have  not 
paid  their  dues  for  1911  and  have  no  up- 
to-date  card«  He  does  not  like  this  very 
much. 

My  school  opens  in  a  week  and  I  In- 
tend to  go  regularly,  then  I  can  write 
more  and  better  letters. 

With  best  wishes  to  all,  yours, 

Bessie   Cabboll. 

♦  O'^ 

Dearborn,  Va. 

I  have  been  thinking  for  a  long  time 
I  would  write  to  the  dear  old  Advooatb, 
for  I  enjoy  the  many  nice  letters  from 
the  boys  and  girls  of  the  different  rail- 
roads. 

I  am  a  little  girl,  ten  years  old,  and 
attend  the  Amherst  High  SchooL  I  am 
in  the  third  grade.  My  father  is  a  sec* 
tion  hand  on  the  Southern  Railway,  Sec- 
tion 34.  He  belongs  to  the  Brotherhood, 
Lodge  No.  383,  and  thinks  it  a  fine  order. 
There  are  ten  of  us  in  the  family. 

If  this  escapes  the  waste  basket  I  will 
write  again.  I  would  like  to  exchange 
postal  cards  with  some  of  the  girls. 

With  best  wishes, 

DOBOTHT  LaWHOBRX. 
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Buechel,  Ky. 

Well,  as  my  Advocate  has  not  arrived 
I  will  write  a  few  lines  to  wish  every- 
one success. 

I  never  see  any  letters  from  the  Louis- 
▼ille  Division.  Get  busy,  everybody,  and 
write  a  few  lines  for  your  dear  old 
Advocate! 

Well,  Thanksgiving  is  almost  at  hand 
and  my  husband  is  getting  ready  for  a 
big  hunting  trip  up  in  the  country.  He 
has  been  a  section  foreman  for  two  years 
and  is  a  member  of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E. 
He  likes  the  Order  very  much. 

We  received  the  picture  of  the  sisters 
and  brothers  all  O.  K.,  and  I  hope  some 
day  to  meet  them  all.  We  have  no  Aux- 
iliary on  this  division.  If  we  did  I 
should  Join  with  pleasure. 

I  wish  Sister  Smith  and  Sister  Jen- 
ness  could  come  out  this  way.  I  am 
sure  they  would  meet  with  success. 
Where  is  our  Journal  Agent?  Wake  up, 
gLet  busy,  and  let  us  hear  from  you!  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  F.  Anson,  we  are  still  in  the 
land  of  the  living  and  I  would  like  to 
hear  from  you  all. 

Lodge  204  meets  at  Lawrenceburg  ev- 
ery fourth  Sunday.  Come  out,  brothers, 
and  join  the  crowd  and  let  us  know  you 
are  trying  to  help  the  good  work  along! 
Pay  up  your  dues  and  do  not  stay  away 
from  the  lodgeroom  any  more  than  you 
can  help. 

Well,  as  it  is  getting  late,  I  will  close. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and  Auxiliary! 

every  success,  and  a  Merry  Christmas  to 

one  and  all,  I  am.    Yours  for  the  Causes 

Mrs.  Jas.  Watsok. 


-•^>^ 


Baldwin,  La. 

Dear  Girls  and  Boys— As  this  is  my 
first  attempt  to  write  to  the  AnvooATE,  I 
will  not  make  it  long. 

My  father  is  one  of  the  oldest  mem- 
bers in  Lodge  67  and  thinks  it  is  a  fine 
Order.  I  am  a  little  girl  9  years  old  and 
go  to  school  every  day. 

If  this  escapes  the  waste  basket,  I  will 
write  again.    Tours  in  B.  L.  &  U., 

KaTDB   ROIJT78. 


SUver  River,  Ala. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  I  will  try  and 
write  again,  as  my  first  letter  missed 
the  waste  basket.  I  never  see  any  let- 
ters from  the  boys  and  girls  on  the  Mo- 
bile Division.  I  think  tney  should  write, 
at  least  once  in  a  while,  and  let  us  know 
they  are  living.  Of  course,  I  do  not 
write  often,  but  think  I  shall  from  now 
on. 

My  school  has  started  and  I  am  very 
glad,  for  I  like  my  studies.  I  am  in  the 
sixth  grade.  My  teacher's  name  is  Miss 
Adkins.  She  is  very  pretty  and  the  boys 
and  girls  have  to  study,  for  she  keeps 
her  eye  on  them  all  the  time. 

Well,  it  is  only  a  short  time  until 
Christmas,  and  won't  the  boys  and  girls 
be  glad!  I  wish  I  could  meet  all  the 
girls  and  boys  who  write  for  the  journal. 
How  many  of  you  are  music  lovers?  I 
like  music,  myself,  very  much. 

I  would  like  to  exchange  postal  cards 
with  any  of  the  boys  and  girls. 

I  will  close,  wishing  the  Brotherhood 
and  Ladies'  Auxiliary  much  success. 
Tours  sincerely, 

Neixie  Ash. 
t-O^ . 

N.  Kenora,  Ohio. 

Dear  Friends  and  Readers: 

This  is  my  first  attempt  to  write  a 
letter  to  the  dear  old  Advocate.  The  last 
edition  of  our  journal  had  so  many  inter- 
esting letters  that  I  thought  I  would  try 
and  write  one,  with  the  hope  that  it  will 
escape  the  waste  basket 

I  am  sixteen  years  old  and  go  to  school 
every  day.  We  have  a  good  school  here 
and  I  like  it  very  much.  I  have  three 
sisters  and  two  brothers.  My  father 
works  on  the  N.  ft  W.  Railroad  and  has 
been  in  their  employ  for  the  past  four- 
teen years.  I  would  like  to  correspond 
with  some  of  the  boy  and  girl  readers 
of  the  Advocate. 

I  hope  you  will  kindly  correct  all  er- 
rors, and  if  this  appears  in  print  I  will 
try  again.  Bsbtha  Andebson. 

R.  P.  D.  No.  1.  Box  16ir^^^T^ 
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West  Seboois,  Me. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  As  I  see  my 
first  letter  missed  the  waste  basket,  I 
will  try  again.  I  have  not  seen  any  let- 
ters from  the  boys  and  girls  of  Maine. 
I  think  they  had  better  write  and  let  us 
hear  from  them.  I  thank  the  Editor  for 
publishing  my  first  letter,  as  it  was  not 
very  good.  I  like  to  read  the  Advocate, 
and  am  glad  my  papa  gets  such  a  nice 
book  every  month.  I  must  not  ask  too 
much  space  for  my  second  letter.  I  am 
still  looking  for  postal  cards  from  the 
boys  and  girls  who  read  the  Advocate. 

I  will  close,  wishing  the  Advocate  and 
Auxiliary  much  success. 

Rt.la  B.  Notes. 
»o^ 

Grady,  Ark. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls,  how  are  you  all 
by  this  time?    All  O.  K.,  I  hope! 

As  we  have  Just  received  the  dear  old 
Advocate  and  there  are  so  many  nice 
letters  from  the  boys  and  girls,  I  thought 
I  would  write  a  few  lines. 

We  have  been  having  some  very  warm, 
although  pretty  nice  weather,  down  here 
in  this  part  of  Arkansas,  but  it  has 
turned  cold  at  last  and  is  freezing  now. 
I  am  not  very  glad  to  see  it  get  so  cold, 
for  our  fun  ceases  until  spring  comes 
again. 

My  papa  is  a  section  foreman  and  is 
working  for  the  M.  P.  Railway.  He  is  a 
Brotherhood  man  and  thinks  it  a  grand 
order.  We  have  a  good  school,  where 
four  of  us  children  go.  I  am  eighteen 
years  old  and  now  ready  for  the  ninth 
grade.  I  had  six  brothers  and  two  sis- 
ters, but  one  brother  is  dead  and  there 
are  five  living.  My  sisters  are  living 
and  the  baby  is  nine  years  old.  My  papa 
will  be  forty-eight  years  old  Christmas 
Day.  My  brothers  and  sisters  are  com- 
ing home  Christmas.  I  have  two  broth- 
ers and  one  sister  at  home  younger  than 
myself.  We  are  all  going  to  take  a  trip 
in  January  to  visit  our  people  in  Missis- 
sippi. We  have  not  been  there  for  six 
years.  My  papa  and  two  of  my  brothers 
belong  to  the  W.  O.  W.    Papa  and  one  of 


my  brothers  carry  large  insurance  poli- 
cies. 

Well,  as  this  Is  my  first  letter  to  the 
dear  old  Advocate,  I  will  ring  ofT  and 
if  this  escapes  the  waste  basket,  will  try 
again. 

Wishing  much  success  to  the  Brother- 
hood and  Ladies'  Auxiliary,  I  remain^ 
Your  little  friend, 

Frankie  McDonald. 
.^y^ 

FordviUe,  N.  D. 

Dear  Friends  and  Headers: 

As  I  have  written  to  the  Advocate  be- 
fore and  it  escaped  the  waste  basket,  I 
thought  I  would  try  again.  I  like  to 
read  the  letters  from  the  boys  and  girls 
and  will  exchange  postal  cards  with  am 
of  the  readers.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have 
sent  cards  to  two  readers,  but  bave  re- 
ceived no  answers.  However,  I  thank 
those  I  have  heard  from  very  much  for 
the  cards. 

I  did  not  see  any  letters  in  the  last 
issue  from  North  Dakota.  I  wish  tbere 
were  more. 

I  will  close  for  the  present,  hoping  this 

will  escape  the  waste  basket.    With  best 

wishes  to  the  Advocate  and  its  readers, 

also  the  Auxiliary,  I  remain,  yours  truly, 

Vera  Sculthobp. 

*<y 

Purdy,  Va. 

I  thought  I  would  write  a  few  lines 
for  the  first  time,  as  I  find  so  many  let- 
ters from  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  Adw- 
gate. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
Virginia  Railway,  and  is  also  a  member 
of  the  I.  B.  M.  W.  E.,  Lodge  No.  71.  He 
has  a  very  nice  section  and  a  very  good 
gang  of  men  all  the  time.  I  hope  the 
Brotherhood  will  meet  with  success  in 
securing  an  increase  In  wages  for  fore- 
men and  laborers. 

I  am  13  years  old.  I  hope  you  will 
correct  all  errors  and  print  tWs  in  the 
journal. 

Wishing  the  Brotherhood  every  snc- 
cess,  I  remain.    Yours  sincerely, 

A&MEDA    QbaHAK. 
Digitized  byVjOO^ 


THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


879 


Taswell,  Ind. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  Will  you  admit 
a  hoosler  girl  into  your  circle?  I  live 
in  the  southern  part  of  Indiana.  I  enjoy 
reading  the  letters  in  the  dear  old  Advo- 
cate. 

My  father  is  a  section  hand  on  Section 
No.  9  on  the  St.  Louis  and  Louisville 
Division,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  I. 
B.  M.  W.  E.  He  thinks  it  is  a  grand 
Order. 

I  guess  you  would  like  to  know  some- 
thing of  my  appearance.  I  am  seven- 
teen years  old,  five  feet  four  inches  tall, 
and  ^eigh  101  pounds.  I  have  black 
eyes  and  brown  hair. 

We  are  having  some  cold  weather  now. 
It  has  been  sleeting  today.  Boys,  do  you 
ever  go  hunting?  The  boys  of  our  county 
are  having  great  fun  hunting  for  rabbits. 

Would  be  pleased  to  receive  postal 
cards  from  the  readers  of  the  dear  old 
Advocate. 

With  best  wishes  for  all,  I  am  as  ever, 
Your  friend,  Mae  Hollan. 

90^ 

S.   Danbury,  N.   H. 

Well,  dear  readers,  it  does  not  seem 
possible  that  it  is  time  to  write  again  to 
the  Advocate,  but  I  find  it  is.  So  far, 
I  have  not  received  my  Advocate  this 
month,  and  do  not  know  what  good 
things  there  are  in  it,  but  expect  to  see 
many. 

Now,  dear  readers,  I  am  feeling  much 
better  and  am  ready  to  receive  your  dues 
and  answer  all  questions  that  it  is  in  my 
power  to  do.  If  any  of  you  would  like 
to  join  the  Auxiliary  or  start  a  new 
lodge,  just  write  to  me  or  to  our  Grand 
President,  Mrs.  Cora  B.  Smith,  Canaan, 
N.  H.,  for  any  information  you  desire. 

I  don't  think  you  will  ever  be  sorry  if 
you  join,  as  you  would  be  in  a  good  way 
to  help  the  brothers  as  well  as  having  a 
pleasant  time  together. 

Our  lodge  had  the  last  meeting  in  the 
afternoon  and  afterwards  had  a  nice  hot 
supper  ready  when  the  brothers  got 
there,  which  they  seemed  to  enjoy  very 
much.  The  brothers  then  held  their  meet- 


ing,  while  we  cleared  the  dishes  and  so 
forth.  Something  of  this  kind  helps  to 
keep  us  interested. 

Only  a  short  time  ago  our  Grand  Presi- 
dent entertained  the  ladies  in  the  after- 
noon. She  also  invited  White  Mountain 
and  Wells  River  lodges.  They  had  a  very 
good  meeting  and  had  some  fine  music 
by  Sister  Smith  and  her  two  boys  who, 
by  the  way,  promise  to  be  as  good  mu- 
sicians as  their  mother.  Later  we  lis- 
tened to  a  good  farce  and  last,  but  not 
least,  we  were  serve^  with  ice  cream 
and  cake,  and  all  pronounced  it  a  jolly 
good  time.  If  we  had  something  of  this 
kind  every  little  while,  we  would  hate 
to  mi^s  a  meeting. 

I  expect  to  have  some  new  lodges  to 
report  next  time,  as  I  understand  the 
brothers  are  working  hard  for  the  gola 
pieces  awaiting  them. 

Wishing  you  all  success,  I  remam. 
Yours  in  L.  P.  &  T., 

Mas.  G.  B.  Jenness. 
KV. 

Montclair,  S.  C. 

Please  allow  me  a  small  space  in  the 
Advocate,  as  this  is  my  first  attempt  to 
write  to  the  journal. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  my  father  is  a 
Brotherhood  man  and  thinks  is  a  grand 
Order.  He  is  a  section  foreman  aiid  has 
been  working  on  the  A.  C.  L.,  Section  No. 
5,  for  five  years.  He  receives  a  salary 
of  (47  per  month.  We  live  in  a  section 
house  on  the  A.  C.  L.  right-of-way  and 
the  house  is  rather  small  for  our  family. 

I  am  a  little  girl,  fifteen  years  old,  and* 
go  to  school.    I  am  in  the  eighth  grade 
this  year.    Our  school  started  the  2nd  of 
October.    I  have  three  sisters.    They  are 
all  younger  than  I. 

Well,  as  this  is  my  first  letter,  I  guess 
I  had  better  not  make  it  too  long,  and 
if  the  greedy  old  waste  basket  does  not 
get  this,  i  will  write  again  soon. 

I  would  like  to  exchange  postal  cards 
or  letters  with  some  of  th«  boyi  and 
girls. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  Brotherhood, 
I   am.     Yours   sincerely, 

Amnc  Tu'i'iUk 
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THE  ADVANCE  ADVOCATE. 


Chathan  Center,  N.  Y. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  As  I  have  not 
seen  any  letters  from  here,  I  thought  I 
would  write. 

My  father  is  section  foreman  on  the 
B.  &  A.,'  and  president  of  Lodge  282, 
Pittsfield,  Mass.  I  have  a  brother  11 
years  old.  He  is  in  the  seventh  grade 
at  school.  I  am  7  years  old  and  am  in 
the  fourth  grade. 

I  would  be  glad  to  exchange  postal 
cards  with  some  of  you  boys  and  girls, 
especially  Scotch,  as  my  father  and  mo- 
ther both  came  from  Scotland.  Yours 
truly,  Beatrice  B.  Kane. 
— •<y 

Montclair,  S.  C. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  I  am  a  sorry 
writer,  but  I  am  going  to  try,  and  if  it 
hits  the  dear  old  Advocate  instead  of  the 
waste  basket,  I  will  try  again  some  time. 

I  have  been  a  reader  of  the  Advocate 
for  only  a  short  time,  and  enjoy  reading 
the  many  nice  letters  from  the  boys  and 
girls. 

I  am  a  little  girl,  thirteen  years  old, 
and  go  to  school.  I  am  in  the  sixth 
grade  and  am  very  fond  of  my  teacher. 
Her  name  is  Miss  Auzts. 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  on  the 
A.  C.  L.  road.  He  is  also  a  Brotherhood 
man. 

With  best  wishes  and  regards  to  the 
Brotherhood,    Yours  sincerely, 

Lottie  B.  Tuttle. 


Conway,  S.  C. 

Hello,  boys  and  girls!  As  this  is  m; 
first  attempt  to  write  a  letter  to  the 
Advocate,  I  hope  it  will  escape  the  waste 
basket 

My  father  is  a  section  foreman  oo 
the  A.  C.  L.  Ry.  He  belongs  to  the 
Brotherhood  and  thinks  it  is  fine.  I  am 
17  years  old.  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear 
from  any  of  the  boys  and  girls. 

If  this  proves  worthy  of  print,  I  will 
try  again.  Wishing  the  Brotherhood  and 
Auxiliary  much  success,  I  am,  sincerely 
yours.  Belle  Gause. 

•  o* 

Iron  Mountain,  Mich. 

My  father  takes  the  Advance  Advocak 
and  I  read  all  the  letters  written  by  the 
boys  and  girls  and  am  very  much  inte^ 
ested. 

I  am  in  the  sixth  grade  and  am  12 
years  old. 

This  is  my  first  letter  to  the  JonmAl 
and  I  hope  to  see  it  in  print 

My  father  is  a  bridge  foreman  and  bis 
worked  on  the  railroad  for  twenty-thrte 
years. 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  to  the  Advo- 
cate, I  will  not  make  it  long.    I  remain, 
Yours  truly, 

Edna  EkiOKSoN. 


TOBACCO 

I  offer  «  cenulne  cnarsnteed  reated  j  for  tobaooo 
or  saaff  habit  in  73  boura.  Ii  Is  mild,  plearant,  strengthen- 
ing. Overeomcfl  that  peculiar  Bervoanneiw  and  craving 
for  cl|rarett«s«  ois«ra*  pipe*  ehewlns  tobacco  or 
•naflu  Tobacco  ia  polaonoua  and  aerlouHlj  Injures  the 
health  in  aeveral  wajt.  oaunng  sach  dimrdera  as  neryoua 
djapcpsia,  HleeplesNnctM,  gas,  b^flchiog,  (nawlnc  or 
other  unoomforiahles«.>nsai ion  in  stomaoh:  conatlpatlon* 
headache*  weak  eyea,  Iomi  of  visor,  red  apota  oa 
•kin,  throat  Irritation,  catarrh,  asthma,  hron> 
chltla.  heart  failaro,  lun^  trouble,  melancholy. 
neura8th<*nia,  impotpocy,  losa  ot  memory  and  will-power, 
impure  (potaoncd)  blood,  rhenmaliam.  lumbaeo,  acialica. 
neuritis,  heartbarn,  torpid  liver,  loM  of  appetite. 


CD^MfARD    J.    VlfOODS,    B34 


HABIT  S!l!Sgi; 

bad  teeth,  Ibal  breath,  laasUodc,  lack  of  aathltiM, 
weakening  and  (Ullng  out  of  hair  aai  maoy  vOier  diierdtf*. 
It  Is  VBsafe  aad  tortarlac  to  auenpt  to  enre  7"Wid( 
of  tobacco  and  anaff  habit  br  sudden^  atoppang— dost  da  b- 
The  correct  method  U  toeltmlaate  the  aleotiaefshM 
from  the  STstem.  streogtben  the  weakened,  irritatrd  ao* 
branes  and  nerres  and  genninetr  oTeroomo  the  eranB|.  Tec 
can  quick Ir  and  easilj  qnit  xibmeco  and  eajof  yoan^* 
(houaand  times  bett4>r  while  A<eltng  alwam  ia  nItmA  bcaltk. 
Mr  FKKR  book  tella  allabootthe  woaderfhl  t  iV* 
Method.  Inpxpeu'ri'^o.  rpliable.  Alao  Secret  llelfc** 
for  conquering  habit  in  another  with  oat  his  kaovleif*;; 
Full  parUculars  Including  ny  Book  on  Tobacco  •■' 
Savff  BoHlt  mailed  In  plain  wrapper,  ft«e.     Aiinf 

ue,     38a  H    l^ew    Yoric,    N.  V. 
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GROWTH    OF  THE   AMERICAN    FEDERATION   OF   LABOR. 


The  Report  of  Secretary  Morrison,  Just  Issued,  Shows  That  the  High  Water  Mark  In  Mem- 
bership Has  Been  Reached. 

Washington,  November. — A  resume  of  the  growth  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
(numerically)  during  the  past  thirty-one  years,  shown  in  the  accompanying  half  tone,  can 
not  but  encourage  the  trades  unionists  to  redouble  their  efforts  to  educate,  organize  and 
federate  the  wage  workers  of  the  world.  The  Increase  in  membership,  with  the  addition  of 
51,300,  which  came  with  the  affiliation  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners,  force  the 
average  paid  up  and  reported  membership  for  the  fiscal  year  1911  up  to  1,756,735,  which  is 
an  increase  of  194,623  over  the  membership  of  last  year,  and  S0,535  members  over  the  high 
Tvater  mark  of  1904.  That  the  membership  of  the  affiliated  unions  is  steadily  on  the  increase 
Is  Indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  paid  up  and  reported  membership  for  the  month  of  Sep- 
teniber,  1911,  is  1,763,614,  which  indicates  that  notwithstanding  the  hostile  forces  that  are 
-working  against  the  labor  unions,  that  the  coming  year  will  show  an  Increase  over  the 
membership  reported  upon  this  year. 

So  that  it  may  be  seen  at  a  glance  the  marvelous  growth  in  membership  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  the  following  chart  has  been  prepared  to  indicate  the  membership 
for  each  year  since  1881  up  to  and  Including  1911 — thirty-one  years.  The  column  for  1911. 
9JB  Stated  above,  represents  1,756.735  members.  Digitized  fe 
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NOTICE    OF    REGULAR    ASSESSMENT    NO.    180, 
DUE     DECEMBER    1,    1911 


OFFICE  OF  GRAND  LODGE, 
Vakol  Buildino, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  December  1, 1911. 


} 


In  accordance  with  Section  1, 
Article  XIV,  of  the  Constitution, 
Regular  Assessment  No.  180  is 
due  December  1,  1911,  iMtyaUe 
not  later  than  January  5,  1912. 
All  who  were  members  of  the  In- 
surance Department  prior  to  De- 
cember 5,  1911,  are  required  to 
pay  this  assessment  on  or  before 
January  5,  1912, 


The  following  rates  will  apply  from  January  1,  1909.  All  certificates 
issued  prior  to  January  1,  1909,  will  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  at 
the  same  rates  as  heretofore. 


On  $250  Oertlflcates. 

From  18  to  21  years  of  age  25  cents. 


"   21  "  25   " 

"  30 

"   25  "  30   " 

"  35 

"   30  "  35   " 

"  40 

"   35  "  40   " 

"  45 

"   40  "  45   " 

"  50 

"   45  "  50   " 

"  55 

"   50  "  55   " 

"  60 

On  1500  Ovtlflcataa. 

From  18  to  35  ycjtrs  of  age  50  cents 

"      35  "  40      "  "    60      " 

"      40  "  45      "  "    75      - 

"    45  "  50     '*  "    $1.00 

On  11,000  OrUfleat6flL 

From  18  to  35  years  of  age $1.00 

"     35  "  40     "        "       1.2S 

"     40  "  45     "        "       1.50 


Fraternally  yours  in  B.  L.  and  U., 


^QRANO  SEC.-TBEifi. 

MaKeall  Money  Orders  and  Drafts  payable  to  SAMUEL  ^.  PE66 
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Wherein  Coal  Kesembles  Ice. 

Coal,  petroleum  and  illuminating  gas 
are  related  to  one  another  much  as  are 
ice,  water  and  steam.  For  this  reason, 
perfect  combustion  of  liquid  fuel  is  al- 
ready advanced  a  long  step  toward  vapori- 
zation. Just  as  ice  is  advanced  toward 
steam  when  turned  into  water.  The  vola- 
tile elements  of  coal  are  locked  up  in  the 
solid  form,  or  virtually  frozen  solid.  De- 
war  demonstrated  how  great  an  amount 
of  heat  must  be  taken  from  the  so-called 
permanent  gases  to  make  them  liquid, 
and  how  much  more  to  make  them  solid. 
Tet  Nature  has  solidified  gas  into  the 
form'  of  coal,  and  solid  coal,  like  solid 
ice,  will  dissolve  into  vapor  only  through 
the  expenditure  of  heat. — Scientific  Amer- 
ican. 


UNDERSTAND 
Brother  Unionisl 

That  the  best-made  shoes — the 
shoes  made  under  the  best  manu- 
facturing conditions — the  shoes  that 
best  stand  wear — bear  the  Union 
Stamp,  as   shown   herewith. 


Ask  your  dealer  for  Union 
Stamp  shoes,  and  if  he  cannot  sup- 
ply you  write 

BOOT   AND  SHOE 
WORKERS'  UNION 

4X6  Snmmn  St.      BOSTON,  MASS. 


Onfy 


40  Cents 


AntI'MlootIno  Oalabash  Plito 

THIS  uplendid  CBUbaoh  \*  modeled  on  tho )  ines  of  the  original 
African  Cala'Mch  Gourd.     1  have  placed  in  it  my  famous 
Anti-?Iiooiine  Bowl    mado  of  a  clay-lilie  mntorial  «hich 
atwcrba  \  ^a  dIomIim  and  ums  it  to  co'or  tb«  pipe  liko  tha  fiortt  M*«raehaun. 

ThPeC  iOf  On0  Cttlia^  1n"Thl9  pjf!^  Tl?Ji^  ar«  no  Tile 
AniMC  It  U  «l««jt  rrMt,  o1«aii,  dry.  With  Cemian  bi:v«r  mouoilDft,  40 
«Mi'i  Mrfa,  thrM  l»r  a  d- /'ar.  Sent  pr«p«'<l  aorwhore  with  a  copy  of  our 
llDaeaiaKf  of  BfDokan'crdelee.  t>»d  tuda;.  W«>ii«y  hack  If  B«t  MiMled. 
H.1leB9ea,  The  Hnokeea  Friead,  -^  ^^HengrB  Oldc..  SCLonla,  Mo. 


FREE   TO    THE    RUPTURED 

STUART'S  PLAS-TR-PADS  are  a  wonder- 
ful  new  treatment  for  rupture,  curing  as 
they  do  the  worst  forms  in  the  privacy  of 
the  home.  Being:  SELF-ADHESIVE,  pur- 
posely to  hold  without  straps,  buckles  or 
sprinsrs.  No  truss.  Plapao  Laboratories. 
Block  74,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  is  sending:  FREE 
trial  of  Plapao.  Write  for  this  marvelous 
cure. 

■%  _       ■*  111 _     ili 


The  Brotherhood  Badge. 

The  multiple  badge  illustrated  in  an 
exact  reproduction  of  the  badge  adopted 
at  New  Orleans,  and  is  made  up  of  satin- 
faced,  gros-grain,  tri-colored  ribbon  witb 
lettering  in  gold  leaf  on  one  side,  which 
is  used  for  parade  purposes.  The  reverse 
side  is  black  with  silver  letters,  and  is 
used  for  funeral  purposes;  edged  trim- 
med in  best  gold  fringe  and  the  bottom 
with  gold  bullion.  The  metallic  portion 
can  be  detached  from  the  ribbon  and 
used  for  Lodge  purposes,  thus  giving  a 
badge  for  all  occasions.  The  metal  is  sil- 
ver oxidized;  the  lettering  on  metal  parts 
is  black  or  whit*  otllulold,  and  is  a  hand- 
some and  attractive  badge  in  every  re-- 
spect.  On  the  top  title  bar  is  name  and 
number  of  lodge  and  on  the  lower  bar 
name  of  officer  or  member,  while  the 
medallion  shows  the  emblem  of  the  Or- 
ganization in  colors  on  celluloid. 

The  price  of  these  badges  is  for  set  of 
ten  officers' badgea,  97;  members'  badges, 
75  cents  each  singly,  or  (8.40  per  dozen, 
when  ordered  in  dozen  lots.  Address  all 
orders  to  SAMUEL  J.  PEGG, 

Vanol  Bldg.,  St.  pmis^^Mfi.^ 
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